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YEAR IN REVIEW: 2020

It can hardly be argued that 2020 doesn’t rank among
the top three most definitive years of this young millen-
nium to date (2001 with 9/11, 2008 with the GFC, being
notable inclusions).

2020 saw a global pandemic, the likes of which the
world has not witnessed for a century. In the West, a
response to COVID-19 was delayed, and resistance to
an aggressive approach followed, due to potential eco-
nomic repercussions. Ironically, this tactic resulted in
creating a severe financial crisis not seen since the Great
Depression.

In this regard, the Morrison government was even
more irresponsible. Having seen the effect of the virus in
our region, and the devastating impact it had in parts of
Europe, the federal government initially failed to prepare
the country for when the virus eventually arrived at our
shores. The Morrison government, which was hoping to
bring back a budget surplus, was forced to begrudgingly
implement one of the largest subsidy and social insurance
programs this country has seen (Jobkeeper, Jobseeker,
etc.). Hundreds of thousands of workers lost their jobs,
but Australia has so far been spared the fate of much of
the rest of the world.

As a result of the economic instability, class struggle
has only intensified. While the Ensuring Integrity Bill
was “taken off the table,” the government’s war on trade
unions continues. The raid on CFMMEU offices in Sydney
and Attorney-General Christian Porter’s union “demerger
bill” serve as two recent, notable examples. Not only the
government, but major corporations have been exploiting
and ramping up the fight against workers. We saw Qantas
rob workers of overtime and penalty rates with Coles
and Woolworths fighting back against pay increases and
redundancy packages despite record-breaking profits.

COVID-19 wasn’t the only defining feature of 2020.
Black Lives Matter (BLM) also played a prominent
role, intensifying the struggle of Aboriginal people in
Australia. Major rallies were held across the country
at the beginning of the year, and many more followed.
These actions touched a multitude of issues faced by the
Aboriginal community since colonisation such as Bla(c)k
deaths in custody and land rights. For many, it was their
first exposure to this injustice.

Internationally, Australia has been put under the
spotlight for its war crimes in Afghanistan, with the lack
of response troubling many. The exposure of the war
crimes also further concretises Australia’s reputation as a
lapdog for US imperialism. On that front, during Trump’s
presidency (which symbolically ended this year, marking
one of 2020’s few good moments) Prime Minister Scott
Morrison has acted as President Trump’s hatchet man
in the Asia-Pacific region. Morrison’s rhetoric on China,
calling for an international investigation into the source
of COVID-19 and that country’s handling of it, is nothing
but Morrison haphazardly following America’s lead in
this new Cold War. With Trump out of the White House
next January, Biden claims he will better handle relations
with China and recommit to action (whatever that may
be) on climate change, leaving Australia ideologically
isolated on this front.

Relations between Australia and China haven’t been
this cold in decades, and our government’s continued
provocation of China is dooming our economy as China
looks elsewhere for imports.

While 2020 may seem like a year with many dark mo-
ments, it has presented the Left with many opportunities
to challenge and organise against capitalism. These strong
tensions that have emerged have allowed the Party to
grow, as more people have become conscious of the class
struggle. The crises will undoubtedly become sharper
into 2021, and the Party needs to take advantage of this
so that it can be in the vanguard when revolution rings.
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Another year is almost over. And what a year it has been with bush fires, floods,
and pandemic on the home front! Internationally, there has been a heightening
of tensions in our region and the Middle East. 2021 is shaping up to be an even
more difficult year for the working class. The Coalition government is set to make
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It has a number of bills lined up with the aim of smashing wages and working
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2021 A YEAR TO
DEEPEN THE STRUGGLE
FOR SOCIALISM!

The year 2020 will remain in people’s mem-
ory forever and become a reference point for
future historians. In the same way we revisited
what happened during the so-called Spanish
flu a century ago, history books will note the
disaster created by the Covid-19 and the fail-
ures of capitalism.

The coronavirus was brought into Australia by
travellers from other countries, yet for weeks they
were simply allowed to get off planes and ships with-
out any government screening, at most being told to
self-isolate for fourteen days. The onus was put on the
individual traveller. This did not work. The govern-
ment’s inaction led to the virus spreading throughout
the country and people dying.

Australia had just suffered devastating droughts
and catastrophic bush fires, making evident the cli-
mate emergency we now live with and highlighting
the government’s complacency and inaction. We must
act now to stop an even greater climate catastrophe.

The Australian government and society weren’t
prepared for the bush fires or a pandemic. The CPA
statement issued on 16th March 2020 stated: “Covid-
19 is spreading throughout much of the world, largely
as a consequence of the failure of capitalism to solve
any crisis. The Communist Party of Australia rec-
ognises the significant contribution made by health
workers at the frontline of this developing pandemic
and stands in solidarity with them, along with work-
ing class victims, denied their basic human rights,
and all people fighting for universal access to life’s
needs.” The Central Committee also recommended a
two-week shutdown to be implemented to minimise
the contagion in the community.

A number of demands were put forward to guar-
antee people’s health and income. Also, the urgent
need for solidarity within the workplace and with the
national and international community.

It was evident that the government approach to
the crisis wasn’t enough. The introduction of Job
Seeker, Job Keeper, Free Childcare and Homebuilder
schemes left many workers behind and in the end, it
will be workers who will pick up the tab for the crisis.

Australia in general terms did well with the pan-
demic but the risk of second and third waves is still
there. In 2021 our priority is to campaign so that
workers will not pay for the capitalist crisis.

The Party continued to operate during the hard
months of isolation. Branches found new and creative
forms to stay in touch and developed campaigns on
key demands. Despite the isolation and the risk of fines
people took to the streets to demand that Black Lives
Matter and on other issues. Our weekly newspaper the
Guardian continued to operate thanks to the dedica-
tion of our small team in the Guardian collective, our
revolutionary salute goes out to the Guardian team
for their efforts and dedication.

The pandemic also affected the celebrations of the
Centenary of the Communist Movement in Australia.
The Centenary Exhibition to be held at the Sydney
Trades Hall had to be postponed and other activities
were called off or rescheduled. Despite this the Party
celebrated the Centenary with a Zoom conference with
national and international speakers. Party organisa-
tions in Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Brisbane, and
Wollongong also organised local activities proudly

flying the Red flag, stating that the CPA is not just
a piece of history but present and still working for a
better future, a socialist future.

In the new period we must continue to work on
our campaigns. As the CPA grows with a number of
new members there is an urgent need to organise
more education at all levels of the Party. Reorganis-
ing all those aspects of Party work that needs to be
adjusted to be able to effectively build the Party of
the Australian working class.

The government’s new industrial relations Bills
seek to slash wages and working conditions in the
interests of employers and severely restrict workers’
and trade union rights. The Coalition government will
target the most militant section of the union move-
ment with their demerger legislation. Workers and
unions must remain united and fight together against
the common class enemy. We can never give up the
struggle or engage in class collaboration.

The CPA will continue to stand in solidarity with
socialist Cuba and against the US blockade.

Likewise with the people of Bolivia who, in a
united struggle, elected Luis Arce as president. They
defeated the fascist-like de facto government to return
to rebuild the movement of a path towards Socialism.

Of importance also was the Parliamentarian elec-
tion results of Sunday 6th December in the Bolivarian
republic of Venezuela in which the Maduro govern-
ment won back the National Assembly five years after
a pro-imperialist opposition won a majority in 2015.
The imperialist project with puppeteer Juan Guaido
was defeated. We salute the Communist Party of Ven-
ezuela which in difficult circumstances participated in
the elections with a working-class perspective. Again,
the unity of the peoples against imperialism is a must.

We look forward to an important year for the Party.
In 2021 we will celebrate the 14th National Congress
from 29-31 October in Sydney. This will be a year in
which, as a collective, there is much we must do. The
struggles of working people whose rights at work
are being undermined by the Morrison government
with their planned introduction of further industrial
reforms will continue. The movement and its strug-
gle for climate action must be grown and it will be an
important task for the Party to explain that capitalism
will not be able to deliver the solution needed. The
future can only be a socialist one.

Communists must exercise their right to govern. So,
in the new year all Party members and organisations
must work together to get the Communists registered
with the Australian Electoral Commission. Standing
communist candidates in elections will allow us to
publicise the policies we put forward in the interest
of the working class and the entire people.

At this time of the year all Party organisations
look back over their work from the past year at AGMs
and take time to reinvigorate and plan for the coming
year in an ongoing commitment for social change
and socialism.

We wish all Party members and the Guardian
readers a safe and restful season’s holiday.

Yours in socialism,
Andrew Irving
General Secretary
Vinnie Molina
Party President &
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Casey Davidson

Australian Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison has deflected focus on the recent
Australian war crimes in Afghanistan
by demanding an apology from the Chi-
nese government, after Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian
posted an artwork depicting the seri-
ousness of the crimes, with an Austral-
ian soldier holding a knife to a child’s
throat. The Chinese computer graphic
artist, Fu Yu, is well-known in Chinese
communities for his edgy, political art.

While the image may appear to be some-
what provocative, the reality is that the
recently released Brereton report did in fact
contain reports of SAS soldiers slitting the
throats of two Afghani boys. This is amongst
several disturbing instances of other civilian
murders and torture by Australian soldiers.
Understandably, the Australian public and
the international community have been
outraged by the findings, which only came
to light thanks to ex-military whistleblower,
David McBride. McBride has been charged
with five national security-related offences,
including theft of Commonwealth property
and unlawfully disclosing a Commonwealth
document, which carries a sentence of up to
life imprisonment. So much for Australia’s
civil liberties.

Rather than focusing on repairing rela-
tionships with the international community
after these heinous acts were publicised, the
Australian Prime Minister decided to take a
swing right back at those condemning the
acts. Not only did he demand an apology
from the Chinese government (which is
foolish considering the tweet was not even
published by a higher-up official), but he also
misrepresented the image as a “doctored”
photograph — that is, a photograph made
with the intention of deceiving the public.

There is no way in which anyone could
assume for a moment that this is a “real”
image, with the soldier and child placed
on a graphically designed background of
overlapping Australian and Afghani flags.
However, the Australian mainstream media

ran with this description, in reality, actually
deceiving the public into thinking this was
some attempt at China’s government to post
a “fake” photograph to damage Australia’s
reputation further.

Beijing has understandably refused to
apologise, and the Afghanistan govern-
ment has praised China for its response.
China shares a border with Afghanistan,
and as neighbouring countries, it is clear
why China would not only be interested in
its affairs but would have an unsurprising
commitment to acknowledging poor treat-
ment in global affairs.

China is surrounded by 400 US military
bases, in countries bordering and beyond
Afghanistan, forming a “noose,” as described
by renowned Australian journalist John
Pilger in his 2014 documentary The Coming
War on China. In this film, Pilger describes
how the media are instrumental in playing
a leading role towards orchestrating war
— a phenomenon which is currently being
played out in real time.

By now, it is clear that the only people
who could possibly buy this “doctored
photograph” story are those who have an
agenda to find more ways to condemn China,
regardless of the reality of the situation. Anti-
China rhetoric in Australia has ramped up
massively in the past few years. Addition-
ally, Australian commentators have often
been dismissive and hostile towards China
and Chinese officials, taking condescending
pity on the Chinese people, painting them as
little other than brainwashed and weak. This
false sense of moral and mental superiority
is not lost on the Chinese public, however,
and many are starting to bite back. This art
piece is one example.

It should not be overlooked that earlier
this year when China’s COVID-19 cases were
high, a newspaper in Denmark published an
offensive image of the Chinese flag, with the
stars exchanged for virus-shaped images.
When the Chinese government voiced its
concerns over this insensitive image, Aus-
tralian newspapers, such as The Daily Tel-
egraph, published opinion pieces in response
to this, arguing the West was having to
“tiptoe around China’s sensibilities.” This

was quickly concluded in somewhat of a
strawman argument of being something
to do with the Chinese disposition of being
“authoritarian” and lacking in “free speech.”

Many Australians have the impression
that criticisms of internal Chinese affairs
are fair and balanced but have little rec-
ognition of the reality that many of the so-
called atrocities are in fact fabricated talking
points coming out of right-wing US think
tanks to damage China’s reputation in the
West further.

The reality is that Fu Yu is a Chinese
nationalist political cartoonist, and his art
is strong, edgy and most importantly, has
every right to be expressed. He has every
right to express his condemnation of Aus-
tralia’s defence policy, as Australians believe
they do about issues arising out of China. It
seems that Scott Morrison’s demand for an
apology communicates that the only people
who can in fact engage in “free speech”
are in the West. As British journalist and
scholar Martin Jakes put it on CGTN’s The
Point, what Scott Morrison was really doing
when demanding an apology was making it
clear that Australia is above any criticism
from China.

Even more disappointingly, it is not just
the Coalition which condemns the posting
of this image, but in fact both the ALP and
the Greens. Labor leader Anthony Albanese
commented that the image was “gratui-
tous, inflammatory and deeply offensive.”
Greens leader Adam Bandt said the image
was “contemptible,” and “photoshopping
images does nothing to help the victims nor
to hold to account those responsible for war
crimes in Afghanistan.” Really, Mr Bandt?

It would seem that the current shift
towards condemning China for the image
is what actually moves the spotlight away
from the war crimes. It is disappointing that
none of the major parties in Australia are
displaying a genuine interest in justice for
the Afghani victims’ families, or in repairing
the Australia-China relationship, even in the
interests of the Australian working class. It
seems when it comes to anything related to
China, the Greens are much more aligned

to the Liberal Party than the development
of the global south.

Already several industries in Australia
have been affected due to ongoing trade
disputes between Australia and China,
including barley, beef, wine, fisheries, and
coal. Irrespective of this, these exports only
make up less than one percent of national
GDP. UNSW Professor of Practice in Eco-
nomics, Tim Harcourt, commented that
“[The Chinese government] are just trying
to pick on Aussie small business and farmers
to create political tension for the Coalition.”
The reality is that exports to China from
Australia have risen, due to the growth in
iron-ore exports. The real fear is that China
could limit trade of Australian iron-ore in
the future as African nations become more
competitive players. The trade spat and
continuous condemnation of China does
nothing to create or maintain prosperity
for the Australian working class.

The focus on the call for an apology for
this image shows a clear lack of responsibil-
ity taken by the Australian government, and
only forges division between many nations,
not only China, who view the response
as childish and shameful. Australia has a
long history of participation in US wars of
aggression, and this time the cat is well and
truly out of the bag. Political artwork has
long been a cornerstone of reflecting on the
zeitgeist, and Yu Hu’s work is no different.
Was Picasso asked to apologise to the Nazis
for his Guernica painting, which depicted
the bombing of Guernica, a city in Spain
attacked by the German and Italian fascists?

It is time for Australians to stand up and
demand action being taken against continu-
ous plunder and warfare in the name of US
hegemony, and to seek an independent for-
eign policy. Australians should stand with
the condemnation of these soldiers’ actions,
and make a humble and honest assessment
of the actions taken in Afghanistan. This is
not on China — or the Chinese artist. Aus-
tralia needs to make an apology — and the
Afghani victims’ families should see justice. A
genuine attempt to work towards this could
at least start repairing Australia’s damaged
reputation in global affairs. &
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Seamus Carey

The Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP) was signed
15th November by fifteen countries:
the ten members of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
plus Australia, New Zealand, China,
South Korea, and Japan. RCEP is the
world’s largest free trade agreement
(FTA), comprising approximately thir-
ty per cent of the world by both GDP
and population.

The signing of this agreement was an
achievement following eight years of discus-
sions among the sixteen countries of “ASEAN
Plus Six,” consisting of ASEAN and its six
pre-existing FTA partners — the aforemen-
tioned countries, plus India. India pulled
out of the discussions in late 2019, but the
same day as signing the RCEP agreement,
the other fifteen countries signed a joint
statement “recognising that India is not in
a position to sign the RCEP Agreement in
2020” but also expressing that the deal is
open for India to rejoin at a later date.

The RCEP negotiations overlapped with
the later years of negotiations for a different
FTA, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP),
which was signed in early 2016 but shortly
afterwards rendered defunct by the sudden
exit of the US following Donald Trump’s
accession to the presidency. The terms of
the TPP required the US’ participation for
the agreement to be valid. Thus, the other
eleven countries party to the deal were forced
to spend another two years renegotiating
it under a new name — the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) — finally signing it
in 2018.

The differences between the TPP and
the modified CPTPP, as well as RCEP, are
instructive. The TPP included dangerous
features common to US-backed FTAs,
including extremely broad investor-state
dispute settlement (ISDS) clauses giving
corporations wide scope to sue governments
for lost profits, including due to laws passed
for public health or environmental purposes,
thus disincentivising governments from
pursuing such laws; extensive protections
for pharmaceutical monopolies, permitting
the outrageous and deadly price gouging on
life-saving medicines that US pharmaceutical
corporations are notorious for; and heavy
restrictions on the operation of state-owned
enterprises in international markets.

These features were fought against to
varying degrees by some of the countries
taking part in the TPP negotiations, but the
US refused to budge on them, and it was only
with the US’ sudden exit and the refashion-
ing of the deal into the CPTPP that some
of these worst features were toned down,
albeit to a limited extent. The CPTPP was
still designed with courting the US in mind
and permits for the original conditions to
return should the US rejoin the deal.

The RCEP negotiations took place in
secret, which was criticised by some and led

Australia

AN EXAMINATION OF THE
RCEP AGREEMENT
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to much speculation on its contents. As ISDS
clauses have become the norm for FTAs in
recent times, many suspected that it would
be a component of RCEP, and prepared to
denounce the deal. But thankfully, in part
due to the absence of the US as well as the
opposition to such policies of many of the
countries involved, RCEP has no ISDS clause
whatsoever and also lacks other problematic
features like those mentioned above.

The main concrete outcomes which
RCEP can hope to achieve — provided it is
implemented effectively — will be simpler
and consistent trade rules across the region,
tariff reductions across the board, and new
mechanisms for trade dispute resolution
between governments. These measures,
which consolidate and homogenise the tan-
gled web of bilateral and other agreements
woven across the region in recent decades,
will give a powerful impetus to economic
growth and development across the region.

There is little controversy about any
specific contents of RCEP, as unlike the TPP
which was extremely complex and wide-
ranging in its prescriptions, demanding a
great deal of its signatories, many have been
surprised at the seemingly narrow scope of
RCEP. Most criticism has been confined to

that of its omissions. However, this impres-
sion reveals the different approach and
priorities taken by the governments leading
the development of RCEP as compared to
US-led deals. While the US approaches such
negotiations with the intention to impose
their views and interests upon the rest of
the world, RCEP is a healthy symbol of
multilateralism and cooperation.

Both ASEAN and China have been vocal
and consistent advocates of multilateralism
in international relations, and this approach
has been confirmed in this deal. Some West-
ern commentators, viewing through the lens
of Cold War mentality where everything is
only the manoeuvrings of “superpowers,”
have treated this deal as though China is its
main driver and (so the consequent assump-
tion goes) its main beneficiary. In reality,
ASEAN has been the main leader and has
demonstrated the growing effectiveness of
the organisation in promoting multilateral-
ism and peaceful cooperation.

This commitment to finding multilateral
and peaceful solutions to disputes, shared
by ASEAN countries and China, puts the
US to shame. In particular, it shows that
US efforts to drive a wedge between these

countries and even drum up support for war
have not been successful.

Australia also stands to benefit greatly
from the deal, although the continued Aus-
tralian participation in the US trade war
against China will put some aspects of its
effectiveness to the test. Australia’s future
economic success will depend upon suc-
cessful engagement with our neighbours,
who will be the main engine of economic
development this century.

Although there are meaningful criti-
cisms of RCEP, such as the secrecy of its
negotiations as well as the absence of any
measures relating to labour rights or envi-
ronmental protection, this is primarily a
result of the extremely diverse character-
istics of the countries involved. It is hard
to imagine every one of the signatories (for
instance consider a random subset such as
Myanmar, South Korea, Indonesia and New
Zealand) coming to an open consensus on
practical approaches to these topics, even
given eight years. In the end, the fact that
such a diverse collection of countries has
succeeded in finalising this deal, even with
its limitations, is a win for multilateralism
and a valuable counterweight to US designs
in the region. &

Australia's future economic success
will depend upon successful
engagement with our neighbours, who
will be the main engine of economic
development in this century.
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The recent involvement of Austral-
ian military forces and Reservists
in domestic affairs looks harmless
enough. Indeed, there was a great deal
of public support for their assistance
during last season’s bushfires and
more recently during the COVID-19
pandemic. However, the involvement
of the military in domestic affairs is
creeping in with legislation before
Parliament that would give Austral-
ian and foreign forces the power to
intervene in civil affairs at the call of
the Defence Minister.

The Defence Legislation Amendment
(Enhancement of Defence Force Response
to Emergencies Bill) 2020 gives the Defence
Minister the power to call out the military
and federal police to intervene in domestic
matters.

It is being sold to the public on the basis
that the federal government does not have
the power to send in assistance during
natural disasters and emergencies without
first receiving an invitation from a state or
territory. But its content goes much further
than bushfires and pandemics

MILITARISATION OF
SOCIETY

The bill states the call out may occur
in the event of a “natural disaster or other
emergency.” The term “other emergency” is
not defined. That is left to the Defence Min-
ister in consultation with the Prime Minister.

The personnel who may be called out are
not limited to Defence Force and Reserves.
They could be: “[...] an APS [Australian
public servant] employee or other employee
of the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth
authority or agency...”

Alarmingly the bill goes on to author-
ise: “a member of the naval, military or air
force of a foreign country, or a member of a
foreign police force (however described).”
Is this referring to US marines stationed
in Darwin, foreign forces being trained in
Australia? Who and why?

The government would not be slow to
point to the potential economic impact as a
threat to national security. It is worth recall-
ing how it falsely claimed urgently needed
masks were being held up on ships stranded
outside ports because of Maritime Union of
Australia industrial action.

The Memorandum of Understanding
gives the impression that the use of force is
not permitted, but nowhere in the bill does
it preclude the use of force.

INCREASE IN ASIO’S
POWERS

The government plans to embark upon
a complete overhaul of the spy powers of
Australia’s intelligence agencies, replacing

Australia

a myriad of laws with one Act. In particular,
the new laws would increase the Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation’s (ASIO)
powers.

ASIO would be able to spy on Austral-
ians citizens, including dual nationals, who
work for a foreign government. At present
ASIO has the power to spy on Australians
where they pose a threat to security or are
engaging in foreign interference or espio-
nage activities. The new bill extends this
power to cover individuals who could be
considered to be working in a way counter
to Australia’s broader economic interests,
even if they are not breaking any laws. This
focus on the economic extends ASIO’s reach
into non-security matters.

Such provisions would appear to encom-
pass Australians who work for Chinese state-
owned companies. It could be an extension
of other intelligence operations conducted
by the Five Eyes (US, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, and UK) joint intelligence operation.

BIG BROTHER

Since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, there
has been a succession of laws removing
basic democratic rights, first in the name
of anti-terrorism and then “national secu-
rity.” Australia now has some of the most
repressive, draconian legislation found in
any western “democracy.”

One of the earliest pieces is the 2001
Cybercrime Act that provides for a member
of state or federal police force to apply for an
“assistance order”, allowing them to access
data stored on any data storage devices such
as computers. It is not necessary for the
owner or user of the device to be suspected
of any crime.

Electronic Frontiers Australia described
the Cybercrime Act as introducing an alarm-
ing law enforcement provision requiring
release of encryption keys or decryption of
data, contrary to the common law privilege
against self-incrimination. Failure to pro-
vide the information was punishable by a
maximum of six months’ imprisonment
(later increased to two years.)

INCREASING
SURVEILLANCE

In 2015, the Abbott government passed
the metadata retention bill that requires all
telecommunications companies to store their
users’ metadata for two years. This metadata
includes the date and time of calls, emails,
texts, and Internet sessions.

The government argued that such powers
were required to catch terrorists and organ-
ised criminals. By 2016, sixty government
agencies had applied to the Attorney-General
for data access, including the Australian Taxa-
tion Office, Department of Human Services,
and even local councils.

For example, the Bankstown Council
sought and was granted metadata access in
order to catch those responsible for illegal
rubbish dumping. Queensland Police Service

ILL OF RIGHTS URGENT

requested access to the metadata of cadets
in an attempt to determine if cadets were
sleeping with one another or faking sick days.
It is a stretch of imagination to categorise
rubbish dumping and the monitoring of
sexual activities as the pursuit of terrorists
or organised criminals.

According to Sydney Criminal Lawyers,
Australia is the only Western “democracy”
to have such pervasive surveillance laws. As
with a number of Australian laws, there is no
transparency or accountability by an inde-
pendent body to oversee the legislation’s use.

In October, the Parliamentary Joint Com-
mittee on Intelligence and Security made
bipartisan recommendations for the scal-
ing back of the metadata retention regime.
Human Rights Law Centre (HRLC) senior
lawyer Alice Drury welcomed the Commit-
tee’s recommendations to wind back the laws.

“In a democracy, we should be able to go
about our lives without a bunch of govern-
ment agencies secretly scooping up details
of where we’ve been, who we’ve spoken to
and the text messages we've sent. [...] These
laws go further than any other democracy
in the world. The Morrison government
should follow the Committee’s advice and
scale them back,” said Drury.

Other laws encroach on the rights of
journalists and whistleblowers with charges
being laid, raids on homes and the offices
of the ABC and News Corp. Those charged
face hefty prison terms if convicted, while
the real guilty parties go free.

SILENCED AND
INTIMIDATED

In 2015, the federal government amended
the Border Force Act to make it a crime for
“entrusted persons” to record or disclose
information about misconduct, corrup-
tion, or human rights abuses in detention
centres. The maximum penalty is two years
imprisonment.

Then in 2018, the Espionage and For-
eign Interference Act passed, making it an
offence for journalists or anyone else to
report information that could damage the
nation’s international reputation. The pen-
alty is twenty-five years or life imprisonment
depending on intent of the action.

“Whistleblowers and public interest jour-
nalism are vital to the health of our democ-
racy. Australians have a right to know what
our governments are doing in our name,”
the HRLC said.

ALARMING TRENDS

The above are a few examples of laws
that erode the democratic rights of Austral-
ians. They are being introduced a little bit
at a time. It is only when they are taken as
a whole that the extent of the loss of demo-
cratic rights becomes apparent.

Sydney Criminal Lawyers has compiled
the following list of examples of rights that
have been lost:

«  Remove the “right” to protest, criminalise
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protesters and authorise military inter-
vention to diffuse demonstrations;

« Criminalise whistleblowers who speak
out against crime, corruption and other
forms of misconduct by the government
and its agencies, and gradually broaden
the reach of those prohibitions;

« Vastly increase the government’s powers
of surveillance;

»  Give police and other law enforcement
agents immunity from both civil and
criminal prosecution for anti-terrorism
raids, even if those raids are unjustified
and the agents commit heinous crimes
against innocent people;

»  Make it extremely difficult to achieve bail,
leading to many being kept behind bars
for years on little evidence;

+ Dilute the right to silence and even remove
it altogether in certain cases;

« Remove legal professional privilege in a
range of situations;

» Reverse the presumption of innocence
for certain offences;

» Bolster the powers of law enforcement
in many areas, including the powers of
arrest;

e Remove the right against detention
without charge through instruments
such as ‘control orders’ and ‘preventative
detention orders’ — which allow police to
arrest and detain people without charge
for protracted periods of time;

» Facilitate the detention of individuals
for possible ‘future crimes.’

BIPARTISAN SUPORT

Regrettably, they have received biparti-
san support, with Labor at best expressing
some concerns but then quietly voting for the
bills. Labor hides behind the cloak of bipar-
tisanship over “security” matters instead of
exposing the dangerous nature of the bills
and fighting to defeat them.

In the process there is little public
accountability or disclosure, and full discus-
sion of the bills is lacking. In all, federal and
state governments have passed hundreds of
repressive laws since 2001.

The corporate media, in particular Mur-
doch’s tabloids, give little exposure if any.
The only parliamentary party to consistently
expose the significance of this legislation
and vote against it is the Australian Greens.

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
has consistently analysed, warned of the
dangers, and opposed the legislation.

BILL OF RIGHTS

Australia, with such breaches of basic
democratic and human rights, cannot call
itself a democracy and point its finger at other
states. We have no credibility internationally.

Before this creeping fascism goes any
further, and we wake up one day in a police
state, we must halt the flow of such legislation.

The CPA calls for the immediate repeal
of the draconian and repressive laws and
the adoption of a Bill of Rights at the fed-
eral level. &
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SHOP PROGRESSIVE

Looking for gifts or something to read over the summer holiday period2 Then go no further than Shop@CPA. We have new
stock of books on offer as well as t-shirts, badges, and other gifts at the best of prices. They range from the Marxist-Leninist
classics through to Australian history and novels.
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CPA Centenary Memorabilia

CPA Centenary Memorabilia Limited Edition of tote bags,
pins and pens carrying the centenary logo of the CPA.
Tote bags $15 each plus $8 postage, Pens $4 each plus
$2 postage, Pins $10 each plus $2 postage. No charge
for postage for pens and pins when purchased with a tote
bag. Phone 02 96998844 or email info@cpa.org.au for
further information on larger orders. Phone 02969 98844
or email info@cpa.org.au for further information on larger
orders.

Badges

The CPA produced a metal badge to honour the
bicentenary of the birth of Karl Marx. It carries the slogan:
“Workers of all lands unite” and the years 1818 and 2018
on either side of Marx’s image. We have a number of
other badges, for full details visit www.cpa.org.au/shop.
Badges are $6 each including packing and postage. If
ordering more than one badge ask for a price.

Revolution

The iconic work, Ten Days that Shook the World by John
Reed, provides a first-hand riveting description of the
extraordinary events that occurred in the lead-up to and
during the Revolution that resulted in the Bolsheviks seizing
power. The book was first published in March 1919, and
this edition published for the centenary of the Revolution
includes Lenin’s introduction written at the end of 1919,
the preface written by M K Krupskaya in 1923 and a new
foreword by David Laibman. It also has an interesting
piece about the author John Reed by Howard Lawson,
which raises some questions for today. International

Publishers, 430 pages, $42.

The Communist Manifesto is a must for all communists
and others interested in learning about and understanding
Marxism. Birth of the Communist Manifesto contains

the full text of the Manifesto and a great deal of other
material which contributes to an understanding of the
document. This volume includes an introduction by Dirk J
Struik which provides the social and intellectual milieu in
which the historical document was conceived and written.
This greatly assists in understanding the Manifesto itself. It
also contains all of the prefaces by Marx and Engels, two
preliminary drafts by Engels (one only recently found) and
other supplementary material. International Publishers, 224
pages, $23

Women

The Emancipation of Women contains selected writings by
Lenin on a wide variety of topics related to the problems
of women in society. The origins and persistence of
discriminatory and oppressive practices and modes of
thought, the family, the important role of women in social
movements and the need to combat prejudicial hangovers
from the past are discussed. “My Recollections of Lenin” by
Clara Zetkin is also included in this volume. Of particular
significance for today is the thought Lenin gave to the need
for women to have special demands and organisations

of their own, within the movement for socialism and the
true emancipation of women by way of victorious class
struggle. International Publishers. 136 pages, $21

Ethics

There is a widespread misconception that Marxism is
limited to material facts, mostly economic in nature, and
does not and cannot delve into the realm of values and
value judgements. Yet, as the author of Marxist Ethics: A
Short Exposition points out, Marx condemned the injustices
of capitalism in moral language. The volume covers ethical
concerns that were deemed important by the young Marx;
the question of determinism in Marx’s writings; justice and
workers’ interests; integration of needs and rights of the
individual with that of whole society; the intersection of the
arts and morality; and much more.

By Willis H Truitt International Publishers, 119 pages, $23

Leftists

At times the struggle within the Left can be as intense as
the struggle against reactionaries. Lenin’s “Leff-wing”
Communism, an Infantile Disorder is an essay in Marxist
strategy and tactics. It takes up important questions such
as whether revolutionaries should work in reactionary
trade unions, participate in bourgeois parliaments, use
legal or illegal methods of struggle and other important
aspects of putting Marxism into practice. It deals with the
question of compromise, whether or not it is acceptable
to make compromises. Lenin cites Engels’ criticism of the
Communard-Blanquists who wanted to attain their goal
without stopping at intermediate stations and without any
compromises.

By V I Lenin, International Publishers, 95 pages, $20

Another popular piece by Lenin is What Is To Be Done?

It takes up some of the same issues as “Left-wing”
Communism, and other burning issues of the communist
movement, which are just as important today. Essential
reading for any revolutionary in which Lenin analyses

the organisational principles of and the tasks facing a
revolutionary party and the differences between it and a
party of social reform, and struggles based on economism.

International Publishers, 206 pages, $23

Imperialism

One hundreds years after it was written, classic Marxist
theory of imperialism, as articulated in Lenin’s publication:
Imperialism, The Highest Stage of Capitalism, remains the
best framework to understand capitalism’s international
political economy. Subsequent capitalist development
shows the key aspects of Lenin’s thesis to be correct. It
remains an essential starting point for understanding the
principal international developments today.

International Publishers, paper back, 128 pages, $18

DVDs

Hugo Chévez and the new Latin America

An interview with Hugo Chdvez by Aleida Guevara. In
Spanish with English subtitles, $16

Eisenstein — Battleship Potemkin directed by Sergei M.
Eisenstein. The story of the mutiny on the Russian ship
Prince Potemkin during the 1905 uprising against the
Tsarist regime. Battleship Potemkin is considered one of the
most important and influential films of all time, as well as
possibly Eisenstein’s greatest work.

lts revolutionary zeal led to it being banned in many
countries, particularly fascist Germany, Italy and

Spain, and even Britain up until 1954! The film brought
Eisenstein’s theories of cinema art to the world in @
powerful showcase; his emphasis on montage, his stress of
intellectual contact, and his treatment of the mass instead of
the individual as the protagonist.

Get Potemkin and another of Eisenstein’s films The General
Line on one DVD for $25.

Or how about eight films by Sergei Eisenstein on four
DVDs for just $65. The other films are: October 1917, The
Strike, Alexander Nevski, Que Viva Mexico!, Ivan the
Terrible (Parts 1 & 2).

Phone 02 9699 8844 or shop@cpa.org.au. If you do not see what you are looking for
or wish to pay using PayPal, then visit www.cpa.org.au/shop. Please note all prices
include packing and postage within Australia. For overseas orders please email with
details of what you wish to purchase to request a price.
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| ADDRESS: _ _ |
| Send payment to: 74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 |
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INDIA ON

Fayeza Khan

The Indian working class, organ-
ised under trade unions, progressive
groups, and left parties, is preparing
to begin its day-long strike as this arti-
cle is being written on the 8th Decem-
ber, 2020. Calling it “Bharat Bandh,”
which literally means “India Closed,”
this strike is taking place as a show of
solidarity for the Indian farmers that
have been in an intense showdown with
the Modi government for several days.

Tens of thousands of farmers from vari-
ous Indian localities have marched into the
capital, Delhi, with a set of demands for the
government, mainly calling for the repealing
of newly enacted Laws around agriculture
and farmers. They have been met with police
blockades, tear gas shelling, and water can-
nons, to prevent them from reaching the
centre. Despite the obstacles the enormous
wave of determined farmers is currently stag-
ing a sit-in in Delhi, and one round of talks
with the government have already failed.

As a show of support for the farmers’
demands, the 8th December strike has been
called by the organised working class across
India.

Magazine

Unsurprisingly, mainstream media has
given little coverage to these events and has
not provided a fair representation of the
working-class issues at hand.

BACKGROUND

India is a large agricultural country with
more than forty per cent of Indian workers
involved in food production. Lack of protec-
tion for the farming workers of India against
large corporations and banks has meant that
farmers remain impoverished, indebted and
farmer suicide has become endemic in India.

Despite being a large food producer, food
insecurity remains a major issue. Under-
nourishment and malnourishment are very
high, with India having a third of the world’s
malnourished child population.

MODPI’S “BLACK LAWS”

In the above context, instead of introduc-
ing policies and laws that improve the con-
dition of the farmer and the average Indian,
true to its capitalist nature, Narendra Modi’s
government has instead introduced laws
that further enable corporations and banks
to exploit the farmers.

The following is a brief look at why the
three Acts pertaining to Indian farmers

STRIKE FR |

and agriculture 1ntroduced by Mod1 are
problematic.

1. Farmers Agreement on Price Assur-
ance and Farm Services Act: Farmers enter
into contracts with large agribusinesses that
often dictate what the farmer grows, what
seed they use, etc. Farmers are already at the
mercy of such corporations and banks for
their loans. This Act will make things worse
by legalising a structure of such contracts
that introduces more private parties able to
exploit the farmers, including a private arbi-
trator that will oversee any disputes between
the farmer and the corporations. The farmers
will no longer be able to access civil courts
of India for any breaches or disputes aris-
ing out of such contracts. Furthermore, the
private parties, including private banks that
lend money to farmers, will have the right to
take away the land from the farmer if they
find the farmer not fulfilling their part of
the contract. In short, the corporations will
become the jury, judge and executioner!

2.  Essential Commodities Amendment
Act: Previous policies had placed a limit on
the hoarding of basic food items including
grains, and vegetables such as potatoes, onions
and tomatoes, which make up the main nutri-
tion for a vast majority of Indians. This Act
removes this hoarding limit. Eighty-two per
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ITS FARMERS

cent of farmers in India are categorised as
‘small’ farmers which means they have less
than five acres of land to work on and may
still employ old agricultural practices such as
the use of bullocks and carts. They are poor
farmers and do not have the means to hoard
what they produce. It is only the intermedi-
aries that buy produce from these farmers
at a low cost who can then hoard and sell it
back at exorbitant prices. Such produce is
also exported for larger profits, and again
the result for the ordinary Indian consumer,
which includes the farmers themselves, is
high priced food.

This act will only further worsen food
security for the Indian working class while
making it easier for corporations to make
more profit off the back of farmers.

3. Farmers’ Produce Trade and Com-
merce Act: This act aims to replace the previ-
ous state-governments’ instituted Agriculture
Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) that
ensured agricultural produce was sold through
government regulated markets, with a free-
market approach. This Act will thus under-
mine the minimum price set for each food
item by the government and force farmers
to undersell, while allowing agribusinesses
to further enlarge their profits. &

"POLICE EVERYWHERE, JUSTICE NOWHERE":
FRANCE RESISTS GLOBAL SECURITY BILL

Valentin Cartillier

Weekly protests have broken out across
France since President Macron attempt-
ed to introduce the deceptively titled
Global Security bill. The protests swift-
ly grew in numbers, eventually being
organised across seventy cities, with
highest estimates recording just over
half a million protestors in Paris alone.
Article 24 of this bill outlaws protes-
tors, the general public, and journal-
ists, from filming police officers if the
filming is deemed “ill-intentioned,” a
vague and meaningless term. Anyone
caught filming could be sentence to one
year in jail and a €45,000 fine.

Many protestors have taken this as an
attack not only on the freedom of the press
but also on the ability of protestors to be able
to capture police brutality. The bill’s slippery
wording leaves it to the discretion of the police
to determine if an image or video would “have
for its purpose the aim of harming the agent’s
physical or psychological well-being” were it
to be published publicly.

Article 24 states that this includes “the
image of the face or any other identifying

features of the national police or a national
military gendarme while they are acting in the
service of a police operation.” This concern
for the “physical or psychological well-being”
does not seem to be extended to protestors
or journalists. It must be quite difficult for
the police to feel safe being backed only by
the entire legislative and judiciary force of
the state!

Article 24 is only one part of the bill
however; even United Nations (UN) human
rights experts have expressed grave concerns
over the bill in its entirety. Article 21 allows
the police to film anything they’re involved
in and Article 22 authorises the use of drones
with facial recognition technology to monitor
public spaces. One must truly be in dire straits
if even the UN is condemning one of its own
permanent five Security Council members
for human rights violations.

Aware of the underhanded nature of this
manoeuvre, the French government tried to
get the bill passed quickly: the original bill
was proposed on 20th October, it was looked
over by the National Assembly over four days
and then adopted on 24th November. This is
undoubtedly an extremely fast process for a
bill of such national significance.

The resistance to it was just as swift.
Yellow Vests gathered alongside the French
Communist Party, human rights activists,
ecological collectives, and journalist unions
to denounce the proposed measures. Through
discipline and careful organisation, the
protestors were even able to prevent right-
wing infiltration. In Strasbourg, protestors
kicked out a group of fascists from the protest
chanting “Tout le monde déteste les fascistes”
(“Everybody hates fascists”) which can be
watched online.

After sustained protests, the Macron
government eventually backed down and
announced they would rewrite the bill with
France’s other major parties. However,
what will remain from the rest of the bill is
unclear. It has already been passed by the
Lower House and is due to be heard by the
Senate in January which vastly complicates
the ability to rewrite it. An example of these
underhanded tactics can be found much
closer to home in Guardian issue #1941
article “Berwick’s changes don'’t alter bill’s
fascist character.” Re-writing bills can be
a useful exercise for politicians, deploying
more deceptive language to re-introduce the
same, if not worse, measures. Any bill with

ambiguous language not only allows the police
to play fast and loose with the wording: they
also give room for courts to interpret them
in favour of the police.

Marx and Engels paid particular attention
to revolutionary activity in France, exemplified
in Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte
(1852), The Civil War in France (1871) or The
Class Struggle in France (1871) among many
others. In France they saw the first attempt
at a truly revolutionary organisation of the
proletariat in the form of the Paris Commune
and spent a lot of their time closely analysing
political developments in France.

Over the past several years France has
continued to show what is politically possible:
the ongoing resistance of the Yellow Vests,
the protests celebrating the 50th anniversary
of May ’68, the trade union demonstra-
tions against railway privatisation in 2019.
France still remains a site of revolutionary
activity worth keeping an eye on and draw-
ing lessons from. While no model of protest
can be copied exactly from one country to
another, these protests ought to remind us of
the power of mass mobilisation has against
unjust conditions. &
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Australian Communist Thought and History

Hello Comrades! This week marks the last week of Australian
Communist Thought and History. In our theory section we present
two articles from L Harry Gould on “bourgeois art.”

In our history section, we have two end of year messages. While
the content has changed since those messages were written,

the substance hasn'’t. Fighting to grow the Party and to serve the
working class must always be on our minds as we move into 2021.

It has been a pleasure to search our archives and pull out all

of these articles for you. We hope that you, our loyal readers,
have learned a lot about our history and many of the theoretical
contributions our Party has made in the 100 years since

foundation.

Guardian

ART AND THE PEOPLE

L. Harry Gould

This article originally appeared in Tribune
August, 1943,

In all epochs of history, art drew largely
for its material on the life of the people.
Capitalism provides a striking excep-
tion with its “bourgeois art.”

Science, the fine arts, literature, and
music are beyond the reach of the people:
the fruits of culture are available only to the
select few — the “elite.”

Apart from current popular art (which as
in all former class societies co-exists with the
art of the leisured class), bourgeois painting
and literature today no longer correspond
with the movement of progressive mankind
for sanity and justice in social life.

“Bourgeois art” is concerned almost
entirely with form, with technique; and
some of its achievements in this sphere are
quite valuable.

But restating and repainting the old
ideas in new ways, no matter how brilliant
and intriguing, cannot disguise its essential
remoteness from the life of the masses.

“Bourgeois art” must not be confused
with the great art works produced in the
epoch of bourgeois rule.

The truly great art of Balzac, Beethoven,
Schiller, Tolstoi, etc., were “not of an age,
but for all time.”

The productions of these masters reflect
what mankind feels, needs and aspires to;
they are the spiritual treasures of the human

race which the Socialist future will cherish
as we do.

ART IN CAPITALISM AND
SOCIALISM

The separation of art and labour in
capitalist society is expressed in the studied
falsification of social conditions and prob-
lems in literature, the films, in drama and
painting; in “escapist” art and in all sorts of
oddities and adventures in form and tech-
nique (cubism, symbolism, etc.).

Under Socialism, art and labour achieve
their re-union.

“Art belongs to the people,” said Lenin.
“Art must strike its roots deep down to the
very core of the working people. It must be
understood by the masses and loved by them.”

In capitalism the divorce of art from life —
indeed, the violent conflict at times — reflects
itself in the subjectivism of many an artist,
and which, traditionally at any rate, extends
to eccentricities of personal behaviour.

This is not accidental. The real artist is
a person of acute perception and fine sen-
sibilities. The themes he wants to treat are
beauty, justice, heroism and love. But in the
world in which he seeks his inspiration he
sees, instead of beauty, much that is drab and
ugly; the capacity for heroic endeavour and
sacrifice is stultified in a social order where
money and profits govern everything.

Similarly with the themes of love, patri-
otism and justice — capitalism mutilates life

with its injustices and its hurts to human
dignity.
PAID WAGE LABOURERS

The artist will not (not yet!) have read the
“Communist Manifesto,” but in the course of
his creative activity be becomes poignantly
aware of what Marx wrote:

“The bourgeoisie has stripped of its
halo every occupation hitherto honoured
and looked up to with reverent awe. It has

converted the physician, the lawyer, the
priest, the poet, the man of science, into its
paid wage labourers.”

In Soviet Russia the artist finds his artistic
life among the people; in Socialist produc-
tion he receives his inspiration for creativity,
his spiritual sanctions, and in the personal
sense, is accorded the people's affection and
esteem. Art and labour are one; the artist
and society compose a unity. @&

DECADENT ARTIS

L. Harry Gould

This article originally appeared in Tribune
August, 1943.

Asked by Mr. Egon Kisch to comment
on Joyce’s Ulysses Mr. L. Sharkey
described it as a “masterpiece of lit-
erary decadence.” He added that the
book was, among other things, a good
example of bourgeois sophistication
turned inward on itself.

Art and artists don’t exist in a vacuum.
They are influenced by the political and
social milieu in which they live and work,
and in turn they affect public taste, opinion
and morale.

T. S. Eliot’s “Wasteland,” with its infinity
of desolation of spirit, sharply contradicts
the whole humanist tradition. So far as I
am aware, Eliot is not fascist in his politi-
cal outlook — if he is capable of political
thought at all!

But he is a considerable figure in lit-
erature, and his works influence many.
His gloom and negativism are essentially
backward-turning. And regression in art
today assists in one way or another the fas-
cist reaction.

Reflecting the decline of bourgeois
society and the divorce of art — “bourgeois
art”— from the lives of the people, Joyce’s
writings also clearly convey a similar reac-
tionary implication.

His themes are quite remote from objec-
tive reality.

At a time when the people of one sixth of
the earth were “storming heaven,” and the
masses throughout the world were girding
for the struggle to recreate humanity, Joyce
invites his readers into a lavatory to examine
the thought processes of its occupant!

Is this holding “the mirror up to nature”?
What part of nature and society? How are
we to fit Joyce’s vagaries and extravagances
in theme and technique into the context of
man’s age-old hunger for the beautiful in
life? One is impelled to quote Hamlet: “O
’tis vile, and shows a pitiful ambition in the
fool that useth it.”

In the case of Ezra Pound, just indicted
as a traitor to America, we have a clear con-
nection between decadent art and fascism.
It is well of note that the Sydney “Bulletin”
has even within the recent past given Pound
much notice.

PROBLEMS OF ART

“Art is a reproduction of life.”

This is a principle of great art (the tech-
nical skill and talents of the artist being
presupposed, and also his freedom to select
his own medium for expression).

The characters portrayed must be typical.

Trueness to type is an important criterion
which the critic employs in art appreciation.

Is the art work real? The subject is a big

FASCIST

one, too big for treatment in the compass of
one brief article.

Here are a number of PROBLEMS which
need discussion, and to which the interested
reader is invited to contribute:

- The falsification of social conditions in
“bourgeois art”; the presentation of the non-
typical, such as the “worker-marrying-the-
boss’s-daughter”; disparagement of working
class people in films of the “Mrs Miniver”
type; the presentation — which occurs not
infrequently even in Left literature and drama
— of the bohemian or lumpen-proletarian as
typical of the militant worker.

- Escapism and, generally, decadence
in art; the social significance of surrealism,
futurism, and the naturalist schools, and the
symbolists (on symbolism, Lenin’s remarks
on symbolism in philosophy are remarkably
helpful); the significance of the horror films,
the strong note of sadism in popular fiction,
the magical and macabre in the comic strip.

- Decadence in art as a weapon of the
fascist reaction.

- The task in working over and mastering
the cultural heritage of the past: “everything
that mankind has produced in slave-ridden,
official-ridden and capitalist-ridden society”
(Lenin); the meaning of humanism in art.

- The problem of form and content.
What, for example, is our reply to the critic
— a Soviet one, by the way! — who insisted
that the main function of the actor is “to

WEAPON

project on the stage a succession of plastic
forms in space”?

LENIN ON THE FUTURE

Of special importance is the further
development of Australian art.

Culture must break through the trammels
of capitalist society; it is indispensable for
our democracy, for our dignity as citizens.
The Australian people, who have achieved so
much in industry, in agriculture, in science
and on the battlefield, can produce great art.

For a summary, Lenin’s statement made
shortly after the October Revolution is won-
derfully to the point: —

“Formerly all human knowledge, all
human talent laboured only in order to pro-
vide some with the benefits of technique and
culture and, on the other hand, to deprive
the others of those things which are most
essential — education and self-development.

“But now all the marvels of technique, all
the achievements of culture, will become the
general property of the whole people, and,
from now on, human intelligence and human
talent will never again be converted into a
means of oppression, a means of exploitation.

“We know this. Can we then deny that this
mighty historical task is worth working for,
worth devoting the whole of our strength to?

“And the toilers will accomplish this
gigantic historical labour, for in them lie
latent the great forces of revolution, renais-
sance and regeneration.” @&
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J. B. Miles

This article originally appeared in The Workers'
Weekly December, 1937,

I gladly take advantage of the offer of
space in the “Weekly” to send greetings
to all Party members and all readers on
the eve of a new year. By the time this
issue of the “Weekly” is in the hands
of most readers, the practical work of
the year will have come to an end and
everyone will be preparing to make
the most of the holiday period. I hope
that so far as circumstances permit,
everyone will have an enjoyable time
and return to the daily tasks of 1938
with renewed vigour.

The year 1937 has been another year
of advance for the Communist Party and
militant people in the labour movement.
Our Party has grown in numbers and has
increased its connections with the masses of
the people, thereby enormously extending
the influence of Communism in Australia.

Many victories have been won for militant
unionism during 1937, the most outstanding
being the victories of the Miners’ Federation
in its negotiations with the employers in
several States and the advances made by the
metal industry in securing improved wage
rates. Notable successes were recorded by
militant unionism in the election of lead-
ers, the outstanding one being the general
secretaryship of the Waterside Workers’
Federation.

The big event for the labour movement
in Australia during 1937 was the Federal
elections in which the position of the Lyons-
Page government was weakened. The Labor
Party did not meet with the success it ought
to have achieved had its leaders put forward a
programme acceptable to the mass of electors.

Nevertheless, the elections demonstrated
the advance of united action in the ranks
of the working class and wherever this was
most in evidence, the position of Labor was
strengthened. The big advance in the vote
for our Party candidate in Herbert, Comrade
Paterson, points to a probable success in
one or other of the North Queensland State
constituencies in 1938.

In the first half of 1938 the Communist
Party and the whole labour movement will be
confronted with State elections in New South
Wales, Queensland and South Australia.

Australian Communist Thought and History

"UNITE THE MASSES!" IS THE
MAIN TASK IN 1938 - COMMUNIST
LEADER'S NEW YEAR GREETINGS

In New South Wales, the tasks are to
overcome the disruptive influence of the
Right-wing leadership in the Labor Party,
to unite the working class for the struggle
to defeat the reactionary Stevens govern-
ment, to win to the side of Labor the farmers
and the middle classes and to elect a Labor
government, subject to the influence of the
progressive masses of the people.

In Queensland, the tasks are to cleanse
the Labor Party from right-wing and reli-
gious sectarian influences and to unite the
masses for the return of a progressive Labor
government and the election of Communists
to the Queensland parliament.

In South Australia, the tasks confronting
us are to strengthen the Communist Party
and the Labor Party and to defeat the reac-
tionary Butler government.

The year 1937 saw the celebration of
the 20th year of the workers’ revolution in
the Soviet Union and recorded the tremen-
dous advance economically, socially, and in

the sphere of culture of the millions in the
most progressive country in the world. The
elections to the administrative bodies in
the U.S.S.R. demonstrated the widespread
confidence in the future of the Soviet land,
in the prospects of Socialism, in the leaders
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

The situation in the U.S.S.R. is in direct
contrast to the economic and political situ-
ation in the fascist countries. The Soviet
Union points the way to the people of all
countries. In 1938 we must do more than
ever to popularise the Soviet Union which
demonstrates the correctness of the theories
and practice of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin for the toiling people.

While 1937 showed a remarkable advance
in the Communist Parties — France, Spain,
China, above all in the Soviet Union — and
advances in the direction of unity against fas-
cism, the most serious problems of 1937 will
remain in 1938. We have done something for
Spain in this country, but not nearly enough.
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We have begun to take up the struggle on
behalf of China against Japanese military
fascism in a much better way.

Whatever resolutions custom may cause
us to make on the approach of a new year,
every Communist, every opponent of fascism,
must resolve that from the commencement
of the factory operations in 1938 and with
the resumption of trade union and political
activity, we will raise to a very much higher
level, the assistance in Australia for the
defenders of democracy in Spain.

We must also resolve to do our utmost
to assist the Chinese people in their struggle
to free their country from the brutal fascist
invaders.

The main task in 1938 is to defeat fas-
cism, thus restoring peace to the world and
opening the way to further victories for
democracy and for the toiling people of all
countries. &

"A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR®

This article originally appeared in Tribune
December, 1957.

The Secretariat of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party extends to
all Tribune readers the traditional sea-
son’s greetings.

The customary slogan of Peace on Earth,
under which Xmas is celebrated, should not be
shelved when the festivities cease, but should
continue to resound throughout the year.

In addition to increased activity for peace
in the New Year there should be more united
and determined effort to achieve higher wages
and the 35 hour week to combat growing
unemployment and overproduction.

Make 1958 a year of greater struggle for
higher living standards, peace and Socialism!

President of the Australian Council of
Trade Unions, Mr Albert Monk asked by the
Sydney Daily Mirror what he would like for
Christmas said —

“Let us strive for a period of world peace.
That is all T could ask for Christmas.”

Mr J. Healy, general secretary of the
Waterside Workers’ Federation —

“To all Tribune readers, comradely and
fraternal greeting from the Waterside Work-
ers’ Federation.

“Peace, goodwill and friendship is the ear-
nest wish of every member of the Federation
to the people of Australia and the peoples of
all lands throughout the world.”

Mr E. V. Elliott, federal secretary of the
Seamen’s Union —

“Seamen send seasonal greetings to
Tribune.

“We salute Tribune as the only working
class newspaper in Sydney, a newspaper car-
rying high the banner of proletarian propa-
ganda and struggle.

“Seamen pledge themselves to more
widely popularise the Tribune and to work
more actively for the sale and consolidation
of it in the New Year.”

Mr A. Dowling, secretary of the Newcastle
Trades Hall Council —

“This year closes with a high degree of
unity in the ranks of the working class. It
is becoming increasingly obvious that the
Menzies-Fadden Government cannot provide
the urgent needs of the people — increased

living standards, full employment or homes,
hospitals and schools.

“Tribune has played a leading role in
building this unity of the workers and car-
ried the fight to the Menzies Government.
Congratulations for your work in 1957 and
best wishes for 1958.”

Mr J. Brown, general president, Australian
Railways Union —

“On behalf of the ARU I express fraternal
greetings to all for the festive season and the
New Year. With unity and with a strong drive
to defeat the Menzies Government, with a
strong fight for better wages and conditions, I
am sure the railway workers will join with all
other workers in the fight to preserve world
peace and in demanding a better life for the
Australian people.” &
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US "WAR ON TERROR", PART 3

Eileen Whitehead

HUMAN DISPLACEMENT

Creating Refugees: Displacement
Caused by the United States’ Post 9/11
Wars, was released on 21st September,
2020. Published by Brown University, it
calculates that over the nineteen years
of the US War on Terror, more than
thirty-seven million people — probably
more — have been displaced, and the
wars on terrorism (so-called) have dec-
imated the nations involved, causing
5.3 million Afghans; 3.7 million Paki-
stanis; 9.2 million Iraqis; 1.2 million
Libyans; 7.1 million Syrians; 4.4 mil-
lion Yemenis; 4.2 million Somalians;
and 1.7 million from the Philippines
to become refugees. And the colonisa-
tion of Palestine must be considered
here even though it can’t officially be
recognised as a war on terror.

REFUGEES FROM SUB-
SAHARAN AFRICA

Oil-rich Libya has been in chaos since
the Arab spring movement and NATO’s
bombing campaign that toppled Colonel
Gaddafi in 2011. Attempts to build a demo-
cratic state have disintegrated into a new
civil war between rival groups since 2014.
Armed groups, including extremists such
as Islamic State, have proliferated and the
lawless country has also become a principal
transit point for people from across Africa
wanting to reach Europe.

As recently as the 12th November at
least seventy-four African migrants died
in a shipwreck, with forty-seven rescued
which meant the boat was carrying more
than 120 migrants, including children,

when it capsized off the coast of Libya. At
least eight other shipwrecks have occurred
in the Central Mediterranean in the past
six weeks. The International Organisation
for Migrants (IOM) reported at least 900
migrants bound for Europe have drowned
this year and some 11,000 others have been
stopped at sea and returned to Libya, where
migrants are frequently detained, abused,
exploited and subjected to trafficking.
According to IOM, 181,436 migrants
arrived in Italy by sea in 2016, an eighteen
per cent increase compared to 2015 and a six
per cent increase over 2014 totals. There is,
however, a shift in the origin of migrants, with
the largest portion leaving Libya being from
Syria in 2014, reducing to 1,000 in 2016 due
to a change of route via Greece and Turkey.
The current migrants are Africans, chiefly
from Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). The largest
numbers of displaced persons in Africa come
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(3 million), Nigeria (3.3 million), North
Sudan (2.4 million) and Somalia (1 million).
The distraction and chaos in Libya made
it possible for many migrants from SSA to
cross over to Europe using overcrowded
rubber boats. Most of the migrants come
from Senegal, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia,
Mali, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Nigeria as
well as the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Cameroon, Sudan and the Horn of Africa.
Looking at the situation practically this
is not a case of Africans ‘invading’ Europe,
as the overwhelming majority remain in
their countries of origin. Stronger empha-
sis is needed to support the people in these
countries by tackling the root causes of their
migration. Besides economic, educational
and governance projects, a stronger focus
should be on the actual influence of US
‘deterrence’ which, instead of winning the

war against terror, might well be the cause
of terrorism in SSA.

An interesting, but pertinent aside, is to
remember the thousands of people now living
in exile, like the Chagossians, the original
inhabitants of Diego Garcia, removed in
1966 when the UK leased the island to the
US for use as a naval base. There is also the
effect of a UN resolution that has seen thirty
years of instability in the Horn of Africa.
However, this history must be the subject
of another article.

How can this war on terror be justified?
And why are Americans and people around
the world allowing this to continue? Why do
Australians who are so proud of the ‘Fair Go’,
allow their government to go in lockstep with
the US government?

The war on terror has insidiously meta-
morphosed into inter-imperialist exploitation
and competition of which the US is the most
active participant. Its military hegemony

has become a threat to humanity: no-one
is taking into account the polluting carbon
emissions that their warfare has added to
the environment, and continues to add via
‘war games’ such as RIMPAC.

It is no longer a fight against Islamist
groups but has become a global competition
with Russia and China, Iran and others into
which the whole of humanity is being drawn.
The annual spending of the US military, which
in 2012 was thought to be at least $170 bil-
lion, has to be redirected to rebuild a safer
sustainable economy to prioritise human
and social needs above corporate profits.
The societies broken by the evil, inhumane
and reckless policies of the US and its cor-
porate ‘buddies’ must be rebuilt. The world
needs to face the threat to humanity created
by capitalism and its wars — with the risk of
nuclear war — as well as climate change. @&

-.No=-one iIs taking into account the
polluting carbon emissions that
their warfare has added to the

environment...

PEACE FOR DISABILITY JUSTICE

This article is the edited script for
3CR Alternative News program for
the International Day of People with
a Disability produced on Sunday 6th
December.

To celebrate the International Day of
People with a Disability, I will be talking
about the links between peace and disabil-
ity justice, and the production of disability.

The UN defines disability in its Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties as: “Persons with disabilities include
those who have long-term physical, mental,
intellectual or sensory impairments which
in interaction with various barriers may
hinder their full and effective participation
in society on an equal basis with others.”

This convention was adopted in 2006
based on the social model of disability, which
has been advocated for by disability activists
in the West. The social model, which says that
society must eradicate barriers for disabled
people, replaced the medical model that says
that it is an individual’s responsibility to be
“fixed” by medicine and therapy.

One thing that the UN convention does
not consider is the production of disability.

It is important to understand that by “pro-
ducing disability” I don’t mean to say that
disability is unnatural. Even though many
people might see disability as something that
only happens to others, the reality is that
disability is common and normal. In Aus-
tralia, about 4.5 million people are disabled.

Disability can be produced when bodies
are inflicted with systemic violence. This
systemic violence can either be through:

- dangerous working conditions

- state violence

- social violence

- armed conflict and occupation

The UN convention only mentions that
disabled people are to still have their human
rights during armed conflicts and foreign
occupation. But what about a person’s right
to have their health and bodies protected
from lifelong injury or debilitating sick-
ness during war and occupation? And what
about how war disables communities not
just during conflict, but also generations
afterwards?

One example is the amount of birth
defects found near US bases in Iraq after the
2003 invasion by the US and NATO. Since

the invasion, the significant increase in birth
defects in Iraq is believed to be because of
America’s use of munitions with depleted
uranium during the war.

Another example is the effects of the
Vietnam War on the population. One New
York Times report stated that approximately
67,000 people in Vietnam lost limbs, or eyes
from cluster bombs since the end of the war.
One study on disability in Vietnam found that
you were more likely to be disabled if you
were born during the bombing of Vietnam
or if you live in a heavily bombed district.

There are articles about Israeli soldiers
“kneecapping” Palestinians in order to maim
them and control the population. One article
quotes an Israeli sniper saying they would
shoot “42 knee caps a day”. Another article
talks about how this practice has created
an entire generation of “disabled youth” in
Gaza. An Inquiry by the UN in 2019 found
that out of 6,000 protesters during the Great
March of Return in Gaza, over eighty per
cent were shot in the lower limbs. While
some people fully recover from being shot
in the keens, one in five will have a limp for

the rest of their life and others may have to
have their leg amputated.

Sanctions can also harm disabled and
ill people. From Iran to Venezuela, we have
seen sanctions repeatedly limit people’s
access to needed medical supplies. In this
way, the UN is complicit in harming disabled
people and producing disability.

The social model applies well for those of
us in the West that are less likely to experi-
ence systemic violence. In Australia, we have
not experienced war since the Frontier war
we waged against First Nations people. The
social model falls short in achieving disabil-
ity justice worldwide and for us in Australia
who become disabled at the hands of the
racist justice system or unsafe work condi-
tions. We are also complicit in producing
disability in other countries.

This is why we need to start answering
the questions of the production of disability
through war, foreign occupation, and other
systemic violence. &
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TO BRITAIN'S RAILWAYS

Article via Morning Star

Unions have branded the government
“foolhardy” and “shameful” after
ministers announced a £1 billion cut
to Britain’s rail infrastructure which
will consign the country to the “slow
lane” amid the coronavirus and cli-
mate crises.

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris said
[on 4 December] that Network Rail’s fund-
ing for enhancements during 2019-24 will be
£9.4bn following the government’s spend-
ing review.

This is down almost ten per cent on the
£10.4bn which rail regulator the Office of Rail
and Road (ORR) had previously calculated.

The reduction was omitted from Chan-
cellor Rishi Sunak’s announcement [on 25
November] when he told the Commons the
government would deliver on “record invest-
ment plans in infrastructure.”

Industry experts have said the decision
is likely to affect a number of forthcoming
projects, which they say calls into question
Britain’s ability to rebuild following the
coronavirus pandemic.

The government defended its decision,
saying it continues to “invest significant sums
in modernising our railway” but admitted it
was “closely examining” spending to “strive
for a better deal for taxpayers” given the scale
of support for railways.

A Department for Transport spokes-
man added: “We must ensure that, where
necessary, projects are reviewed to reflect
the changing demand for rail services as a
result of the pandemic.”

Rail unions have warned the decision

International

UNIONS SLAM GOVERNMENT'S
'SHAMEFUL' BILLION POUND CUT

threatens jobs when Britain should be invest-
ing and building its way out of the Covid and
climate crisis — also hitting out at the gov-
ernment also over its latest environmental
targets, which were announced today.

Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association
general secretary Manuel Cortes said: “On
the day when the government has commit-
ted itself to increased binding targets to cut
emissions, it is foolhardy to cut investment to
the green transport offered by our railways.

“The fact that this spending cut didn’t
feature in the Chancellor’s speech, in which
he lauded record investment in rail, but
was instead snuck out, says everything. The
Tories are duplicitous and their commitment
to levelling up and investing in our futures
is paper thin.

“Without doubt cutting investment in
our railways is both shortsighted and reck-
less, particularly when borrowing costs are
at a historic low.

“You can’t trust Boris Johnson and this
lot as far as you can throw them.”

Aslef general secretary Mick Whelan
said it was time for the government to “come
clean” on what it plans to cut.

He added: “How is Britain to be rebuilt
after Brexit, and after the pandemic, which
has ravaged this country’s economy? And
what has happened to this government’s
promises?

“This revelation puts a question mark
over not only some long-planned, and much-
needed, improvements to our transport
infrastructure, but to the whole question of
rebuilding this country after the pandemic.”

Environmental campaigners hit out at
the government’s continued spending on

Chancellor Rishi Sunak.

road building while snatching back cash to
improve rail infrastructure.

Greenpeace UK’s Sam Chetan-Welsh said:
“The Chancellor is happy to waste £27bn on
road building schemes that will tear up our
countryside, adding to harmful air pollu-
tion and climate-wrecking emissions that
we desperately need to reduce.

“But when it comes to the little money
that was available for upgrading our railways,
he’s snatched it back at the first opportunity.

“This is completely indefensible, as is his
attempt to bury this bad news by leaving it
out of last month’s spending review.

“Rishi Sunak either doesn’t get that
we're in a climate emergency or he simply
doesn’t care.”

RMT representatives demanded the gov-
ernment reverse the cuts and instead invest
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and build its way out of the coronavirus and
climate crises.

The union said the spending cut could
jeopardise planned works to electrify parts
of the rail network, threatening both the
creation of new skilled jobs and Britain’s
carbon reduction promises.

General secretary Mick Cash said: “These
massive cuts to rail infrastructure budgets are
a shameful indictment of the government’s
understanding of the importance of our rail
network and fly in the face of their stated
objective of building and investing our way
out of the Covid-19 crisis.

“At a time when our economy and trans-
port links need a once in a generation invest-
ment in rail to create skilled jobs and shift
passengers and freight off the roads and on
to rail this Tory austerity by stealth will only
serve to do the opposite.” @&

IRAN DENOUNCES UN DOUBLE
STANDARDS IN CONDEMNING TERRORISM

Article via teleSUR

A Persian official denounced the UN's
double standards in condemning ter-
rorist acts, whether perpetrated in
Iran or European countries.

The President of the Human Rights
Council of Iran, Ali Bageri Kani, indicated
Friday [4 December] that the international
institution should react to terrorism in Iran,
even at least once, as it has condemned it
in France and Austria, in two separate let-
ters addressed to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Anténio Guterres, and

the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR).

The Iranian official demanded that the
UN condemn directly and categorically the
murder of the prominent Iranian nuclear
scientist Mohsen Fajrizade in a terrorist
attack last [month] near the Iranian capi-
tal Tehran.

"The inaction before that criminal act
contributes to legitimise terrorism and
encourages extremism," Bageri Kani warned
while denouncing that the responsibility for
such an act falls on the UN. "Iran urges the
world community to react to the vile assas-
sination of its scientific elite and highlights

the invaluable services it rendered in the
face of the pandemic, he added.

Along this line, he evoked the condem-
nations issued by the international body of
similar terrorist acts that have occurred in
countries like France and Austria, in com-
muniqués published on 17 September and
3 November, respectively, to later demand
that the UN not be selective in condemn-
ing terrorism and denouncing it wherever
it has occurred.

The Iranian official has considered the
murder of Fajrizade as "state-sponsored
terrorism," which is used by hegemonic
powers to materialise their illegal plans.

Currently, state-sponsored terrorism threat-
ens international peace and security more
than ever and constantly violates human
rights," he added.

Iranian authorities blame the triangle
United States-Israel-Saudi Arabia for the
murder of Fajrizade. Several pieces of evi-
dence point to the involvement of the Zionist
regime and its allies in the horrific crime.

Tehran's government has promised to
give a "painful answer" to the intellectual
authors and those who executed the assas-
sination of Fajrizade, who was the head of
the Research and Innovation Organization
of the Ministry of Defense of Iran. &
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JOURNEY TO EARTH

Article via China Daily

Lunar samples collected by China's
Chang'e 5 robotic probe will soon
start their journey toward Earth,
according to the China National Space
Administration.

The rocks and dust from the moon have
been delivered from Chang'e 5's ascender to
their final host — the probe's re-entry cap-
sule, which will later bring them to Earth.

The 400-kilogram ascender docked with
the 2.3-metric ton orbiter-re-entry capsule
combination early on Sunday morning and
then transferred a sealed container hold-
ing two kilograms of lunar samples into
the capsule.

The operation was the first automated
rendezvous and docking of any spacecraft
in lunar orbit.

The last time two components of a
spacecraft docked with each other in lunar
orbit was in December 1972 during the final
Apollo mission, and that was monitored and
controlled by astronauts.

One of the most crucial devices during
the highly sophisticated docking manoeuvre
on Sunday [6 December], a microwave radar,
which is mounted on the orbiter, worked
with its transponder on the ascender to
measure the rapidly changing distance and
provided communication between the two
travelling vehicles to allow them to adjust
their position during the docking.

Engineers at the 25th Institute of China
Aerospace Science and Industry Corp Second
Academy designed and built the devices.
They applied multiple advanced technolo-
gies to the apparatus, making them the best
of their kind in the world, said Sun Wu, the
equipment's chief designer at the institute.

Several hours after the docking, the
ascender departed from the orbiter-re-entry
capsule combination around noon, while
the combination continued orbiting the

International

CHANG'E 5 SET TO START

moon before its journey back to Earth, the
space administration said in a statement on
Sunday [6 December.]

After arriving in Earth orbit, the pair
will separate in due course, and the re-entry
capsule will conduct a series of complicated
manoeuvres to return to a preset landing site
in North China's Inner Mongolia autonomous
region in mid-December.

Chang'e 5, China's largest and most
sophisticated lunar probe, has four main
components — orbiter, lander, ascender
and re-entry capsule. The spacecraft was
launched by a Long March 5 heavy-lift car-
rier rocket on 24 November at the Wenchang
Space Launch Center in Hainan province,
setting out on China's most challenging

lunar adventure and the world's first mission
since 1976 to bring lunar samples to Earth.

The probe separated into two parts — the
orbiter-re-entry capsule combination and
the lander-ascender combination — while
in lunar orbit on 30 November.

Late on Tuesday [1 December,] the
lander-ascender combination landed on the
moon, becoming the world's third space-
craft to touch down on the lunar surface
this century after its predecessors Chang'e
3 and 4. Shortly after the landing, it began
to use a drill to obtain samples from two
meters beneath the lunar surface.

It finished the underground operation
on Wednesday [2 December,] and then
started to use a mechanical arm to recover
surface dirt.

Guardian

All collection and packing processes were
completed on [the] Wednesday night, much
sooner than expected. Samples were packed
into a vacuum container inside the ascender.

The ascender activated an engine on
Thursday night to lift itself into an elliptical
lunar orbit to prepare for docking with the
re-entry capsule, marking the first time a
Chinese spacecraft has blasted off from an
extra-terrestrial body.

If this mission is successful, it will make
China the third nation to bring samples back
from the moon, after the United States and
the former Soviet Union.

A total of about 382 kilograms of lunar
rocks and dust were recovered by the US
Apollo mission astronauts and the Soviet
Luna robotic landers from 1969 to 1976. &

TRUMP SOLIDIFIES ANTI-LABOR
RULES THAT WILL CONTINUE POST-
INAUGURATION

Mark Gruenberg via People's World

The anti-worker so-called National
Right to Work Legal Defense Fund—
the lawsuit arm of the vicious and
venal “right to work” crowd—has
seized upon a Unite Here organising
drive at a Boston hotel to try to out-
law company neutrality during any
union campaign.

In two cases filed on 6 December, the
defence fund asked the board, which now
has just three members, all right-wing GOP
[Republican] white men, to ban the Yotel
Boston Hotel—and any other employer—
from being neutral during organising drives.

Neutrality, the RTW [Right to Work]
worker and union-haters argue, is illegal
corporate aid to unions and organising,
and leads to illegal recognition of the union.

If the RTW crowd wins, after a hearing
expected in March, or after a February hear-
ing involving Unite Here and an Embassy
Suites hotel in Seattle, organising drives
nationwide would be severely hampered.

Workers and unions already face uphill
battles, due to past NLRB [National Labor
Relations Board] and business legal road-
blocks. Neutrality removes many of them.

The RTW crowd went to the NLRB, “on
behalf of,” it said, four dissident workers
at Yotel. Before that, Unite Here Local 26,
which had won neutrality and card-check
recognition from Yotel, was bargaining for a
first contract, but the coronavirus pandemic
halted the talks.

“This is another last-gasp Trump admin-
istration move, similar to ending protections
for birds, drilling in Alaska, and gutting the
civil service,” Local 26 President Carlos

Aramayo told the ucomm labor blog. “As he’s
walking out the door there’s these attempts
to throw as many bombs as he possibly can.”

But it may be a lot more than that,
according to a blog from a management-side
labor law firm, commenting on the Seattle
case, involving a hotel on historic Pioneer
Square. And the union-haters at the radical
right RTW outfit may stand a good chance
of victory, it notes.

That’s because the terms of Trump’s
three NLRB board members will extend
beyond pro-worker Democratic President-
Elect Joe Biden’s 21 January inauguration,
as will that of NLRB General Counsel Peter
Robb, its chief enforcement officer. His term
runs through next November. The other two
NLRB seats, reserved for people not from
the president’s party, are vacant.

And Robb, who first earned his

anti-worker chops as the young Justice
Department drafter of the legal memo allow-
ing GOP President Ronald Reagan to fire
all unionised air traffic controllers in 1981,
signalled a year ago that he hates company
neutrality in organising drives.

Robb “opined that in his view the employ-
er appeared to have violated” labour law “by
entering into and maintaining a neutrality
agreement with the union,” a management-
side law firm reported in its blog.

It said Robb argues “the neutrality agree-
ment provided the union with far more than
‘ministerial aid’ during the organising cam-
paign. For the same reasons, the General
Counsel opined the union” broke labour law
“by accepting such aid,” neutrality, “from
the employer.” &
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Western NSW Allan Hamilton emiil: western.nsw@cpa.org.au

postil: 121 McKay St, Cootamundra, NSW 2590

Sydney enil: sydney@cpa.org.au phone: 02 9699 8844
posicl: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

Tasmania Andrew Irving emal: tas@cpa.org.au phone: 03 9639 1550

Wollongong wollongong@cpa.org.au

Youth emil: youth@cpa.org.au posia: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010



