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FIGHT BACK AGAINST
MEDIA MONOPOLY

Last month, former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
announced online that he was launching a petition
to call for a royal commission into Rupert Murdoch’s
media business. According to Rudd, he wanted the
royal commission to investigate “the abuse of media
monopoly in Australia” as well as “make recommenda-
tions to maximise media diversity ownership for the
future lifeblood of our democratic system.”

The petition has been a tremendous success. The
petition received over half a million signatories —
making it the largest-ever parliamentary e-petition in
Australian history — and as a result, secured a senate
inquiry. The petition has also secured bipartisan sup-
port with former Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
signing and promoting the petition and in the process
attacking the Murdoch media on programs like Q&A.

Both Rudd’s and Turnbull’s leadership suffered
similar fates, both of which were caused, in large part,
by the propaganda efforts of the Murdoch press. Thus,
it is easy to view with cynicism their efforts to curb
Murdoch’s influence in Australia’s political arena,
particularly since they didn’t attempt to tackle the
issue of media monopolies in Australia during their
prime ministership.

However, irrespective of the motives Rudd and
Turnbull may have, with the record-breaking number
of signatories the issue has struck a chord with the
public — and rightfully so. Australia lacks a diverse
media landscape. In 2016, a major study titled Who
Owns the World’s Media? was published on media
concentration. The study noted that while the internet
was “instrumental in the growth of ‘new media’ [...]
domestic news consumption is still dominated by tradi-
tional media sources, which have come to control some
of the most popular domestic online news portals.”

When it came to newspapers, News Corp’s market
share had more than doubled from 25% in 1984 to
57.5% in 2011. In the same period, Fairfax’s market
share had grown from 23.7% to 28.5%, and Seven West
Media’s market share had remained steady at around
8% (1992-2011).

Despite Seven West Media’s lower market share in
the newspaper industry it boomed in TV broadcasting,
from 1988 where it owned 17% of the market share to
26.4% in 2011. Nine Network had just above 20% and
Ten Network around 15%.

Since 2011, these monopoly trends have only intensi-
fied. As a result, Australia has one of the highest levels
of media concentration in the world. By some metrics
(such as the Herfindahl-Hirschman index) Australia
ranks as high as third in the world.

Monopolies, in general, are dangerous because
they concentrate a massive amount of wealth into the
hands of a few at the expense of further exploitation
of the working class. Media monopolies, however,
have a component to them that make them even more
dangerous than others. As news outlets, these major
corporations are responsible for shaping the public
narrative around their business interests.

Take, for example, Seven West Media. Its largest
shareholder is Australian Capital Equity which is
owned by Kerry Stokes. Australian Capital Equity is
a holding company for many of Stokes’ interests, one of
which is mining. One of the newspapers run by Seven
West Media is The West Australian. In July the front
page read “THANK GOD FOR WA” with the caption
reading “As Government set to reveal biggest deficit
since WWII — they will also say Australia faring better
than every other country thanks to the shining light
of our mining sector.” So favourably was this front
page viewed that it was placed on mining tycoon Gina
Rinehart’s own website.

Thus, while calling for a royal commission into
Murdoch’s media empire is necessary, more needs
to be done. Under capitalism, bourgeois media will
always represent the interests of its own class, making
breaking up the monopolies more imperative than ever.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the
campaign against the Murdoch media monopoly, with
Andrew Irving, General Secretary of the CPA stating:
“All parties of democracy have an interest in driving
out this obstacle to democracy.”
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One of Australia’s most underemployed
regions underscores current instabil-
ity, drawing from past lessons.

Richard Southall has been organising for
decades and has seen firsthand the evolution
of unemployment in the Illawarra.

From the rise of neoliberalism in the
1980s, to the coronavirus pandemic impact-
ing on work: he’s seen wages freeze, the job
market remain unstable and the cost of living
continue to rise.

The current Secretary for the Communist
Party of Australia’s Wollongong Branch has
come to a unique vantage point. Mr South-
all can draw parallels between the past and
present state of working and living condi-
tions through his previous work with the
Wollongong Out of Workers Union (WOW)
and Young and Pissed-off (YAPO).

“I kind of started off thinking that we
could come out of coronavirus quite posi-
tively,” says Southall. “I thought not just
about how we dealt with it, but maybe there
was going to be even amongst governments
and economists, a shift to the left. My opti-
mism doesn’t lie there anymore.”

When the Morrison government intro-
duced its plan to provide coronavirus sup-
plements, a plan worth $14.1 billion, the
stimulus package increased quality of life
for many Australians. This financial help
contributed to the initial optimism South-
all had felt.

It was an optimism also shared with
Steve Egan, another member of the Wol-
longong branch, who is a current activist
and organiser on unemployment issues
within the Illawarra.

“It felt pretty close to having a universal
basic income,” says Egan. “Obviously, that
comes with its own trappings and things
you have to watch out for. But it was really
freeing. Especially, I was living in Sydney
at the time. I had not only rent covered
but also food and Internet and all various
things. And I could do nice things like go
out for dinner.”

“From the musicians I spoke to it was
a pretty shared experience. We just adapt
and learn to live on a pretty small income.
A pretty small wage. I myself have been on
Austudy and Jobseeker for various things
since 2011. You sort of just get used to living
on the $40 a day thing. Occasionally, when
you get work you can add onto that.”

However, this stimulus package has
highlighted a large contradiction for many
Australians. Many are able to afford the
bare minimum, some for the first time, and
it has come during the most stressful year
for them most can remember. Egan is well
aware of this contradiction.

“I think a big thing I'm going to stress
in the future as I get older and talk to next
generations about it, is the contradiction of
an awful pandemic with hundreds of thou-
sands of people dying versus finally being
able to live on a solid income.”
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THE HISTORY AND CURRENCY OF
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This optimism died very soon after it was
apparent that the government announced
that it was going to halve the supplements
at the end of September; with the ultimate
deadline looming of when they will stop
altogether.

Southall remembers a similar disillu-
sionment that manifested during the ‘80s.
There had been an initial optimism, much
like the initial reaction to the coronavi-
rus supplements, at the beginning of the
Hawke government that gave way under
the Prices and Incomes Accord. The agree-
ments between the Labor government and
the unions ended in the disenfranchisement
of the unions and came to herald the arrival
of neoliberalism.

“There was optimism,” recalls Southall.
“There definitely was. It was going to be a
massive improvement. The most important
[thing] for us was under eighteen benefits
because they hadn’t risen since Whitlam,
so they were really small.”

“Hawke offered money to BHP (Broken
Hill Proprietary Company), which they took
and then BHP did their massive retrench-
ments anyway, and I guess BHP’s line was
that ‘we would’ve sacked more people had
we not got that money,” but there was abso-
lutely no strings attached to the money given
by government.”

“I guess we were pretty outraged by
that. That money could’ve actually gone
into real jobs in the public sector. More
nurses, more teachers, whatever — there
were more places that money could’ve gone
rather than to BHP.”

While Southall’s campaign with WOW
to bring up youth benefits was successful
and saw an over ten per cent increase, he
sees it as having been a token gesture from
the ALP. The win for the youth came with
other caveats, such as wages being frozen.
This evidence is yet another contradiction in
the Australian overnment’s history of push-
and-pull treatment of workers: employed
and unemployed.

“They thought that some gestures were
to be made,” he says. “To keep that kind of
pretence and to keep that differentiation
between them and the Liberals. I think
raising their unemployment benefits was an
easy and cheap way of doing that.”

The ALP at the time introduced a number
of job programs aimed at giving young Aus-
tralians what they believed to be the work
experience needed to secure employment.

“I guess the idea was that [they were]
giving people experience,” he says. “It’s based
on the whole notion that the Labour Party
took straight from the Coalition. It wasn’t
going to present the unemployment issue
as a lack of personal skills.”

“They’re unemployed because they don’t
have the skills necessary, or they don’t have
the work experience. That’s why it’s young
people who are unemployed. So, if we give
these people jobs for six months that’s giving
them work experience, that’s giving them
skills. Now they can go and get jobs.”
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Credit: Sharon Pusell, WOW members stand outside Federal Parliament in 1983 with their log
claims. (Richard Southall shown centre)

At the time, WOW organisers disagreed
with the Labor Party. They believed that the
issue was not a lack of personal skills, but
at its core it was a matter of there simply
not being work in the first place.

The struggle between those in precari-
ous situations needing government help
and the government’s inconsistent assis-
tance throughout the years evidences this
ongoing tension; made worse and evident
during the pandemic and in Australia’s the
current recession.

Southall believes that the working class
will pay for the pandemic, just as they did in
the ‘80s. “There’s going to be a new offensive
from the bourgeoisie, but it doesn’t mean
that it couldn’t be tackled or defeated, well
that we couldn’t go fight against it. All of
those things are possible.”

“Do I think it’s likely?” he continues. “Do
I think the trade union movement really is
in the ideological place to fight that fight?
I don’t really think so. Not at the moment.
If they were, they could fight it and win it,
but I just don’t think they’re in that posi-
tion. I don’t think the population’s in that
position to support the trade union doing
it either. The trade unions can’t do it if they
don’t have popular support.”

Social-distancing, lockdowns, and other
pandemic related restrictions have made
campaigning and organising for the Party
and other groups such as the Australian
Unemployed Workers Union more difficult.

“Not only are workers more atomised
now,” says Egan. “There’s the added difficulty
of a pandemic and the added difficulty of
not being able to meet up in certain groups.
Obviously, those things are far looser now.”

People’s lives are at stake and many
who protested and organised when benefits

halved at the end of September, including
Egan who helped organise action on the day,
have held deep fears for the people being
dropped back into poverty. It’s not enough
for the government to provide a momentary
sigh of relief for vulnerable Australians.

It’'s amongst these high stakes that both
Egan and Southall both point toward organ-
ising as a remedy and way to be empowered
in the face of alienation and instability.

Mr Southall acknowledges that organis-
ing has become harder in some ways, com-
paring his experience with activism in the
‘80s with WOW.

He does believe that social media comes
as a huge benefit for contemporary work-
ers and students facing unemployment and
wanting to organise but warns against the
isolation that can come with lack of face-
to-face contact.

“People are becoming more politically
aware,” he says. “Probably I think social
media has helped that. I do think that’s
played an important role in that. I think
it’s time of hardship that causes political
consciousness to rise. People looking for
answers and reasons why what’s happened
to them has happened to them.”

“The isolation is still there because
these days there is so much technology that
people can be at home by themselves and
there’s less need to go out. Even though they
might disguise that isolation by talking to
the people or on the phone, I don’t think it
still replaces that actual contact.”

“It’s important to be active because it
empowers you. There’s no better way of
getting out of your own personal problems
than looking at the problems of society.” @&
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In one of the biggest union wins in Vic-
toria this year, workers at Bendigo Lac-
talis secured huge improvements when
the company caved on 14th November
after a ten-day strike.

Lactalis Australia, previously known as
Parmalat, is a dairy company that produces
familiar products including Ice Break, Pauls
Milk, Oak, and Lemnos cheese. Lactalis Aus-
tralia is currently owned by Lactalis group, a
French multinational and one of the world’s
largest dairy companies with 80,000 workers
across ninety-four different countries, 2500
of which are Australian workers.

Pauls Milk, which was once Austral-
ian owned, was bought out by the French
multinational in 1998. It is a story that has
become all too familiar across the entire
globe: workers fighting for a small fraction
of the profits of multinationals. In Lactalis’
case, these mega profits are at almost €20
billion (approximately 34.4 billion AUD).

Over 140 workers, represented by United
Workers’ Union (UWU), Australian Manu-
facturing Workers’ Union (AMWU), and
Electrical Trades Union (ETU), went on
strike at Lactalis’ factory in North Bendigo
at the beginning of November, carrying
out two 24-hour pickets, taking COVID-19
precautions.

After working through Victoria’s COVID-
19 lockdown, workers in Bendigo wanted
to increase permanent job positions, close
the gap between themselves and workers
at other Lactalis sites, and a promise that
the factory will continue operating under a
different company if Lactalis ever decides
to sell. In a statement, UWU said that there
have be “several cases of large dairy operators
mothballing their sites and refusing to sell to
other dairy companies as a way to prevent
competition.”

It is more important than ever to fight for
secure regional jobs because of the current
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economic crisis exacerbated by COVID-19.
Mothballing the Bendigo factory could mean
hundreds of jobs lost, a greater increase in
unemployment in the regional town, and
ultimately devastation to the local community.

UWU organiser Tom Czech said that
Lactalis had been using this as a threat. The
company had been telling workers that if they
want to match their wage with other Lactalis

workers, then the company would simply
walk away from Bendigo entirely.

This is why a win, after ten days of strike,
is so massive for the regional town. It’s an
inspiring example of workers fighting back
and refusing to pay for the COVID-19 crisis.

Agreements between UWU, AMWU, ETU,
and Lactalis have won workers a significant
pay rise, greater than the two per cent per
annum pay rise, almost thirty per cent more

Guardian

permanent jobs with existing casuals becom-
ing permanent, electrical and mechanical
trades apprenticeships, a future guarantee of
permanent jobs, and the promise that Lactalis
will not mothball the factory. Dairy workers
won an extra $232 per week, a 6.47% pay rise.

Congratulations to all workers in Bendigo
on a big win and for securing the future of
your community! &

SOCIAL HOUSING SCHEME ONLY A

DROPINT

Bree Booth

On 15th November, the Victorian gov-
ernment announced that it will spend
$5.3 billion creating 12,000 homes
for Victorians in need. 1000 of these
will be rebuilt existing public housing
properties, and 2000 will go directly
to Victorians living with a mental ill-
ness. 3000 will be affordable rental
homes for low- and middle-income
families. This is a start, but it only
amounts to a ten per cent increase on
our current housing supply.

“This will change lives,” says Daniel
Andrews, but how many? More than 100,000
Victorians are currently on the public housing
waitlist. The proposed 9300 new social-hous-
ing units are barely a drop in the ocean. The
proposed scheme is grossly under-equipped
to meet the current housing demand, and this
is before counting the hundreds of thousands
more in rental stress.

Rental stress is defined as more than
thirty per cent of one’s income going to rent.
According to a 2017 Victorian Parliamentary
report on housing affordability, in Victoria as
a whole median rent costs 40.6% of house-
hold income, way above the threshold. This
increases to fifty-two per cent for greater
Melbourne.

While the government pats itself on
the back over its “stellar” handling of the
pandemic, things are only getting worse as
the economic impact forces more and more
Victorians into insecure work, rental hard-
ship, and homelessness.

“The commitment does little to address
the urgent need for secure housing now,”
says a worker in the hotels currently housing

homeless Victorians. “There are currently
1900 people staying in temporary emergency
accommodation in the City of Port Phillip
alone. This funding is due to end in April,
and long-term exit options are thin on the
ground [...] the housing crisis for many Vic-
torians is happening right now.”

By all accounts, the new units will be
“social housing.” Social housing is an umbrella
term which encompasses both public and
community housing. This term conceals the
neoliberal shift that is occurring in Victoria
from state owned and managed public hous-
ing to NGO-run community housing.

“We're relieved that the government is
investing in social housing, but it’s troubling
that there’s no clear commitment to public
housing,” says Renters’ and Housing Union
(RAHU) media officer Jesse James Frances.

The differences between the two are
important, and they matter to tenants. “The
rort in affordable housing is almost imper-
ceptible from the outside but when you’re
in it you see the difference,” says Aliysha, a
member of RAHU and affordable housing
resident. “It’s no better and in some ways
worse than living in a private rental.”

Public housing is owned and operated by
the state government, but community hous-
ing is managed (and in some cases, owned)
by not-for-profit organisations. This means
that community housing conditions are not
regulated by the state government any more
than the average rental property. Conditions
in community houses vary, but the Save
Public Housing Collective (SPHC) suggests
that they are often inferior to public housing.

Public housing tenants usually pay around
twenty-five per cent of their income in rent,
below the thirty per cent threshold for rental
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stress. By contrast, in community housing,
tenants can pay up to thirty per cent of their
income in rent and sometimes extra in “fees,”
putting them above the rental stress threshold.
“Public housing is the most accessible, secure
and stable tenancy for vulnerable people,”
says Frances, “No private housing organi-
sation, especially if they’re contracted by a
developer, will be able to offer this security.”

“Social” housing is a way for the govern-
ment to offload its responsibility for housing
those in need, outsourcing the management
and maintenance of these properties to less
regulated, more expensive community hous-
ing organisations. While we should welcome
the new project, we must be clear that public

housing ought to be the priority. Victorians
and all Australians need affordable housing
right now, and much more of it than any
state government has ever been prepared
to provide. Safe, affordable housing is a
human right.

Homelessness and insecure housing are
crises endemic to capitalism, a system which
values property over human life. There are
currently around 60,000 vacant homes
in the city of Melbourne alone and only
25,000 homeless people in all of Victoria. It
is shameful that people sleep on our streets
while empty investment properties stand
by, gathering dust and lining the pockets of
the wealthy. @&
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On the eve of the court case for a class
action, the federal government reached
an agreement with the lawyers for a
settlement of robodebt compensation
claims. The deal amounts to a pathetic
average of less than $300 per claimant.

Robodebt was outright theft of unem-
ployment benefits by the government from
people attempting to survive on $40 a day.

The government will pay $112 million
in compensation and legal costs to almost
400,000 people who joined the class action.

The Australian Unemployed Workers’
Union (AUWU) described the settlement
as “an insult.”

“No amount of money can adequately
compensate the families of those who took
their lives,” the AUWU said.

Robodebt was an automated system
that sent out debt notices to hundreds of
thousands of unemployed people who were
on the Newstart allowance and other Cen-
trelink payments. The scheme was ruled
illegal by the Federal Court because of the
lack of human oversight and suspended in
late 2019.

Robodebt was based upon a faulty algo-
rithm that resulted in notices being sent out
demanding payment for debts that had not
been incurred. It could and should have
been rectified by a change in programming
and human oversight — but that would have
defeated its purpose!

As if that were not cruel enough, unpaid
“debt” notices were followed up by debt
collectors. The result was catastrophic for
many unemployed on the receiving end.
The Department ignored their claims that
the debts were not owed, expecting them to
produce evidence dating back years.

The resultant stress caused trauma,
family break-ups, mental illness, impover-
ishment as many tried to pay the debts, and
even suicide. It had been running since 2016.

Despite last week’s settlement, the
government still refuses to admit guilt; no
one has been brought to justice over this
criminal scheme. It has only suspended, not
completely pulled the plug on Robodebt.

The government has been paying back
payments that were made on the illegitimate
debts — money stolen from the unemployed
by the government — but there are still many
waiting for their refund.

Robodebt is only just one example of
the government’s cruel, punitive measures
towards the unemployed. The government
still persists with its line that the unemployed
choose not to work.

It dishonestly fails to acknowledge the
fact that there are more than fifteen people
per job vacancy, even worse in regional and
remote areas, and fails to prioritise genuine
job creation measures. The Morrison govern-
ment would still have us believe “the best
form of welfare is a job.”

That figure does not include the under-
employed who are looking for additional
hours of work. There are in total an estimated
2.4 million unemployed or underemployed
workers. The government is failing them.

MORE BAD MEDICINE

The Coalition government has more bad
medicine in line for the 1.4 million JobSeeker
recipients. It has already cut the coronavirus
supplement back from $550 per fortnight to
$250 towards the end of September. It will
slash it even further from the beginning of
next year to only $100 per fortnight — $50
a week.

Then the JobSeeker payment will only
be $715 a fortnight ($357.50 per week)
with an end date of 31st March. This will
be almost $100 per week below the poverty
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line of $457 a week (based on the Australian
Council of Social Service’s measure). At $51
a day it is not far off the $40 a day rate of
the old Newstart.

The government still refuses to say
whether it will revert to the pre-pandemic
level of $40 a day.

The government is also phasing in all
the hoops for the unemployed to jump
through to receive and continue to receive
unemployment benefits, despite the non-
existence of sufficient job openings. For the
unemployed, the process of making endless
job applications, followed by rejection after
rejection, has devastating consequences on
their confidence, morale, and mental health.

CDP: RACIST AND
EXPLOITATIVE

The so-called Community Development
Program (CDP) is a version of the “work
for the dole” that operates in remote areas
of Australia. Eighty per cent of its partici-
pants are Indigenous. It is a punitive, racist
project introduced by the Coalition in 2015,
replacing Labor’s Community Development
Employment Projects that actually helped
communities to pursue programs and fund
employment.

CDP’s participants tend to be from low-
income households and have a lower level
of education outcomes. They are required
to work for free for twenty hours per week,
to be eligible for the dole. It causes consid-
erable hardship in communities.

It does nothing to create paid employ-
ment — not when employers have a supply
of compliant, free labour on tap. If anything,
it is an incentive for employers to lay off
existing workers.

Not only is their labour free but CDP
workers are not entitled to any of the statu-
tory protections and rights that the paid,
mostly non-Indigenous workforce have.

PUNITIVE

In a report commissioned by the Aus-
tralian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) in
2018, The Australia Institute (TAI) noted that
CDP participants have stricter Work for the
Dole requirements than other unemployed
and are far more likely to be penalised. The
total cost of penalties could represent seven
per cent of their income support, the report
said. (“Remote control: The Community
Development Program, remote Australia’s
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Work for the Dole scheme”, 02-05-2018,
tai.org.au)

“In the most recent quarter, CDP par-
ticipants received 52,813 penalties. A CDP
participant is more than 25 times more likely
to receive a penalty than a participant in
urban Australia’s Jobactive program. They
are 55 times more likely to receive a serious
penalty,” the TAI report said. CDP today
is no less exploitative or cruel than it was
when the report was written in May 2018.

The ACTU had this to say about the CDP:
“The CDP represents the government’s utter
commitment to punishing unemployed Aus-
tralians for their status, even at the expense
of actually addressing the real economic
forces that are preventing real job creation
in rural and regional communities.” (“Lost
in the Noise: The neglect of regional Aus-
tralia”, 2019, Doc. No 34/2019)

“The only way to address the disparity
between regional and metropolitan Australia
is for government to genuinely develop and
implement policies designed to create new
job opportunities, provide energy certainty,
rebuild TAFE and address Indigenous dis-
advantage. Government must show that it is
serious about ensuring that regional Austral-
ians no longer are left to stand and watch as
their communities are slowly destroyed by
economic forces the government has shown
no inclination to oppose,” the ACTU said.

AGED CARE

The aged are also treated as second-
class citizens by the Morrison government
and its predecessors. The interim report of
the inquiry highlighted the most horrific
conditions and neglect found in residential
aged care. There have been numerous other
reports making similar findings and recom-
mendations to properly fund residential and
home aged care.

It seems that the aged can be thrown on
the scrap heap because they are no longer
in the labour market ripe for exploitation.
The neglect and woeful conditions in nurs-
ing homes, exposed so clearly during the
pandemic, arises to a large extent because
of the proliferation of private, for-profit
sector participation in aged care.

POOR WORKING
CONDITIONS

It is not just the aged who suffer neglect
in aged care. The workers in the sector are
paid little above the minimum wage. They
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could get higher rates stacking supermarket
shelves. Many of them have high qualifica-
tions, considerable experience, and the work
they do is highly responsible and demanding.

Many aged care workers have left the
sector because of low wages, poor working
conditions and frustration that they are
overworked to the detriment of the care
given to the residents.

The pandemic exposed the insecure
nature of their employment, with aged care
workers spreading the coronavirus between
centres as they had casual work in more than
one nursing home.

“Healthcare, disability support and
aged care should be merged in a universal,
overarching insurance system that bulkbills
where necessary for services. This system
should include oral health care,” Combined
Pensioners and Superannuants Association
(CPSA)

“An overarching system will eliminate
the service gaps that currently exist between
the separate systems.

“Disability support and aged care should
not be provided by organisations whose first
responsibility is to maximise the investment
returns of their owners. Care and support
should be provided by governments and
not-for-profit organisations which can
demonstrate that they put people first.”
(cpsa.org.au)

The CPSA’s aged care policy positions
are:

» At-home care and residential care should
be subsidised where necessary in order
to enable people to choose between at-
home care and residential care

» The compliance and compliance moni-
toring systems for at-home care and
residential care need to be based on
objectively measurable standards of care
and administered by an independent
authority

« Mandatory staff-to-resident ratios should
be introduced in residential care

» Aged care should be available to everyone
who needs it, rather than being rationed
as it currently is.

In addition, aged care workers should
be paid a wage commensurate with their
training, skills, and experience.

It’s time that the government and
employers treat ALL people with respect
and dignity and ensure working class people
receive their full rights and entitlements. @&



“A natlon cannot become free and at
the same time continue to oppress
other nations.” - Friedrich Engels
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Celeste Dale

The term “Indo-Pacific,” barely heard
of in a political context until the last
decade, has become a buzzword in
international relations discourse.
Its usage has been propelled by the
four governments participating in
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(“the Quad”) — Japan, India, Austral-
ia, and the US.

Australia’s Foreign Affairs Minister,
Marise Payne, spoke on behalf of Australia
last week, condemning China after four Hong
Kong opposition lawmakers were disquali-
fied from the Legislative Council of Hong
Kong (LegCo). Australian workers continue
to be the victims of this irresponsible con-
demnation, as China increases restrictions
on various Australian trade sectors. Payne
stands with a range of government officials
who toe the line of the United States rather
than seeking prosperity for the Australian
people.

Payne’s criticisms were in response to a
decision made by China’s National People’s
Congress Standing Committee — a far more
democratic institution than exists in the
West — to disqualify the Hong Kong opposi-
tion members after they were found to have
violated the requirements of their position.

For example, one of the disqualified
lawmakers, Dennis Kwon Wing-hang
supported and covered for the black-clad
rioters in Hong Kong and used filibuster-
ing tactics to paralyse LegCo meetings for
seven months. Others in this gang of four
maliciously attacked the national security
law for Hong Kong, made pleas for foreign
forces to impose sanctions on Hong Kong
and encouraged foreign interference in
China’s internal affairs.

While western media outlets have por-
trayed the Hong Kong “independence” riots
as rejection of oppression from the Chinese
government, the movement was largely
funded by US-backed operatives, such as
the National Endowment for Democracy
— an attempt to influence Hong Kong and
Chinese internal policy.

Many opportunists in the region have
taken advantage of the “One Country, Two
Systems” policy, however, the meaning of
this is largely misunderstood. Hong Kong
maintains a high degree of autonomy from
the mainland, but is not independent from
Chinese politics. As such, there are no
governing political parties in Hong Kong.
Legislative matters are largely carried out
through the business or professional sec-
tors; and many political parties will officially
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AUSTRALIANS SUFFER AT THE HANDS
OF A POOR CHINA RELATIONSHIP

Australia’s Foreign Minister Marise Payne and Mike Pompeo. (PHOTO: Pool handout)

register under the auspices of a company
or business corporation.

The politicians who were stood down
were not acting in accordance with their
responsibilities, and were therefore held
accountable. As Global Times reported,
“[they] severely violated the ethical rules
they should observe as lawmakers and
the moral obligations they should heed as
Chinese people.”

Minister Payne however, painted the
dismissal of these lawmakers as “seriously
undermining Hong Kong’s democratic
processes” — notwithstanding that democ-
racy in its broadest sense means ‘for the
majority’. Curiously, back in July, Minis-
ter Payne attended the Australia-United
States Ministerial Consultations (AUSMIN)
with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
in Washington. At this meeting Pompeo
stated, “this isn’t about picking America
versus China. This is about choosing free-
dom and democracy against tyranny and
an authoritarian regime” —basically what
he, and other reactionaries, consider to be
the description of the US and China. Payne
concluded that the US-Australia relations
remain to be an integral part of our strategic
defence policy.

So how do these consultations play out
for the Australian working class? Already
tariffs and other restrictions have been put
on several Australian industries, includ-
ing barley, beef, coal, wine, and fisheries.
Unemployment and underemployment in
these industries are sure to rise.

The Australian media likes to paint
a picture that this is a form of economic
‘bullying’ from China towards Australia,
however, it is very clear that any customer
in a trade dealership would expect respectful
relations. For example, a restaurant would
not be respected for long if they treated
their customers poorly. It is little wonder
why China has decided to move down the
path of creating stronger trade agreements
with more supportive nations.

An olive branch towards improved Aus-
tralia-China relations could be the recent
signing of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) — the big-
gest free trade deal ever made. It includes
Australia and China, as well as Japan, South
Korea, New Zealand, and the ten ASEAN
nations — and sets to boost trade amongst
the participating countries through the
lowering of tariffs.

Not surprisingly, within twenty-four
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hours of signing this agreement, Australia
and Japan signed a defence treaty in a move
that’s clearly directed at China, despite how
Australian politicians have framed it. This
will undoubtedly create more tension again
between Australia and China.

At the July AUSMIN consultations, after
Minister Payne was asked if she thought
attempting to change the Chinese govern-
ment was wise, she responded, “As my Prime
Minister put it recently, the relationship that
we have with China is important, and we
have no intention of injuring it, but nor do
we intend to do things that are contrary to
our interests, and that is the premise from
which we begin.”

Whose interests, Marise? If a strong
relationship with China leads to greater
prosperity for the Australian people, whose
interests could sit above this? Perhaps it’s
not the Australian people whose interests
you really serve. It is imperative that Aus-
tralians understand the position of our
politicians, and work towards creating an
independent foreign and trade policy that
truly has the interests of the Australian
people at its core. @&

CP OF GREECE: ON TODAY'S ORGY OF
GOVERNMENT AUTHORITARIANISM

Statement by the Communist Party of Greece

The KKE condemns [last Tuesday’s]
orgy of government authoritarianism,
police violence and repression.

The government and the police
unleashed unjustified, unprovoked attacks
and verbal assaults against KKE MPs and
cadres, including the General Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Party, pro-
ceeded to dozens of arrests and injured
protesters, despite the fact that the rally
was observing the measures of public health
protection in an exemplary way.

The government bears historic and
criminal responsibilities. It turned out
that protection against the pandemic was
only a pretext, as the first to provocatively
ignore health protection measures were
the government, the state and repressive
mechanisms.

The government's goal is now obvious
even to the most sceptical ones. By setting
up a theatre of conflicts, it seeks to avoid
its responsibilities for the collapse of the
public health system and the lack of nec-
essary measures, leading to thousands of
cases and dozens of deaths every day. It also
wanted to get rid of the militant and insur-
gent message of the Polytechnic uprising
using the pretext of the pandemic.

It completely failed! Government
authoritarianism and bans were in prac-
tice repealed. The rally took place and the
march reached the US embassy, with the
exemplary observance of all measures for
the protection of public health.

All those arrested must be released here
and now. The government will keep coming
up against us in the struggle for health, life,
and work with rights. &
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Hello Comrades! Welcome to another edition of Australian Communist Thought and
History. This week marks our last on Australian Communist thought on Lenin. This article
looks at how to deal with petty bourgeois elements in our Party and society.

In our history section we have three articles covering the Dalfram dispute. The Dalfram
dispute was one of the most heroic trade union struggles this country has ever known.
Waterside workers at Port Kembla refused to load pig iron to be exported to Japan, a
fascist power at the time, waging war on China. The workers knew that providing pig iron
would only help prolong Japan’s imperialist ambitions. What followed was a ten-week
dispute where then Attorney General Robert Menzies applied the Transport Workers’ Act
1928 (known colloquially as the “Dog Collar Act”) resulting in workers of the port having to
be “licenced.” These three articles highlight the amazing struggle of these workers.
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LENIN'S TEACHING ON THE
PARTY: DISCIPLINE AND THE
PETTY BOURGEOIS ELEMENT

This article originally appeared in Workers'
Weekly October, 1932,

Discipline, firm and unrelenting, is
necessary not only during the period of
underground work and struggle against
Tzarism, not only during civil war, but
even during the more peaceful times,
such as is experienced by the Soviet
Republic at present when the Party is
firmly in power and is dealing not with
military problems, as was the case dur-
ing 1917-1921, but with economic and
agricultural problems. Let us see what
Lenin had to say about the discipline
of a Party, effecting the dictatorship
of the proletariat. We are struggling
in a predominantly petty-bourgeois
country; the working class in Soviet
Russia represents a small island in
a peasant sea. We want to establish
socialism, i.e, to abolish the division
of society into classes, into groups of
people with opposed interests.
“To destroy the classes,” Lenin wrote,
“is not only to drive out the landlords and
capitalists — this we have accomplished
rather easily; it means to destroy also the
small commodity producers who cannot
be driven out, who cannot be put down; it
is necessary to come to some arrangement
with them. They can and should be made
over, re-educated; only it will take long,
gradual, careful organisational work.”
The re-education of tens of millions of
commodity producers (the peasantry) will
require years and decades. This task can be
accomplished only if the Party will always
be able to resist the petty-bourgeois ele-
ment And the dangers which are connected
with the proximity between the working
class and the “many millions of small and
petty commodity producers are very great.
“They (the commodity producers) sur-
round the proletariat on all sides by the
petty-bourgeois element, permeate them
with it, corrupt them by it constantly revive
within the proletariat the petty-bourgeois
characterlessness division, individualism,
the changes from enthusiasm to dismay.”
That the danger of the petty-bourgeois
influence upon the proletariat and its Party

is real rather than imaginary has been shown
by the experience of all the oppositions to
Lenin’s policies with which the Party has
had to contend.

Every one of these oppositions without
exception (the “left-wing” Communist of
1918, the “group of democratic centralism”
of 1920-21, the “workers’ opposition” of
1920-21 and the last opposition headed
by Trotsky, Sapronov and Preobrazhensky
in 1923-24) represented petty-bourgeois
tendencies within the Party. The point is
that the working class and its Party are not
separated from the rest of the population
by an impenetrable wall. There is a large
number of transitional steps from the petty
working property owner to the pure prole-
tarian of the big machine industry

Among the proletariat, too, there are
groups closely connected with the peasantry
and representing semi-labor and semi-
peasant elements. Nor can the Party con-
sist of absolutely homogeneous elements.
There are always people in it who fail to
take up the standpoint of the proletariat
to the end. The result is that at times of a
political or economic crisis, change, dislo-
cation, the petty bourgeois element within
the Party (the small commodity producers)
begins to waver and becomes agitated. The
individuals constituting this element find
themselves out of the depth, out of their
customary economic conditions.

They become agitated, nervous, they
cannot find a place for themselves, their
sentiments raipidly sink, they lose their
heads and go to extremes. Such waver-
ings may differ in character, degree, force
and extent.

Inasmuch as the unstable elements are
found within the Party as well, they are
particularly sensitive to the pressure of the
petty-bourgeois elements and, under the
influence of the latter, they begin to advocate
views favourable to the petty-bourgeoisie
and essentially hostile to the proletariat.
In such cases, we have manifestations of
the petty bourgeois spirit within the Party
on the part of those elements who fail to
take up the point of view of the proletariat
completely and without hesitation

But the petty-bourgeois element exerts
pressure upon the Party not only during
particularly acute moments, but at all other
times as well: for as long as they exist it
is impossible to get away from them. The
petty bourgeois influence manifests itself in
the penetration among the Party numbers
of the views, sentiments and morals of the
petty bourgeois

is against the pressure of the petty
bourgeois element that:

“[...] the strictest centralisation and dis-
cipline is required in the political Party of
the proletariat in order to resist it, in order
correctly, successfully and victoriously to
play the organisational role of the prole-
tariat (which is its main role).”

Those who believe that, now that we
have defeated the bourgeoisie, the disci-
pline has become unnecessary should be
reminded of the meaning of the proletarian
dictatorship and of the

petty-bourgeois “enemy” who is still to
be defeated. Lenin continues:

“The dictatorship of the proletariat is
determined struggle, bloody and bloodless,
violent peaceful, military and economical,
pedagogical and administrative, against
the forces and tradition of old society. The

force of habit of the millions and tens of
millions is the most terrible force.

“Without an iron Party hardened in
the struggle, without a Party enjoying the
confidence or all the honest elements of the
class, without a Party capable of keeping
in touch with the sentiments of the masses
and influencing them, it is impossible suc-
cessfully to conduct such a struggle.”

The greatest danger to the workers’ Party
in a country such as ours is that of being
dissolved in the petty-bourgeois element.
At the present time the struggle is in certain
respects more difficult than it was during
1919-1920. It is a thousand times easier
to defeat the big centralised bourgeoisie
than the millions and millions of small
property owners, who, by their everyday,
invisible, unnoticeable, demoralising activ-
ity brings about the very same results that
are necessary for the bourgeoisie, that are
restoring the burgeoisie. Lenin completes
his thought as follows:

“He who weakens in the least the iron
discipline of the proletarian Party (especially
during its dictatorship) actually helps the
bourgeoisie against the proletariat.” @&

The point is that the working class
and its Party are not separated from
the rest of the population by an
impenetrable wall
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This article originally appeared in Workers'
Weekly November, 1938.

Sixty wharf-labourers walked off the
British steamer “Dalfram” at Port Kem-
bla on Tuesday when they learned that
the ship was loading pig iron for Japan.

The general opinion at Port Kembla
is that the Broken Hill Pty. and the Lyons
government have reached an agreement for
the shipment of 300,000 tons of pig iron to
Japan for war purposes.

The action of his members, stated E.
Roach, Port Kembla Watersiders secretary,
meant the continuation of the boycott of war
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NO IRON FOR JAPAN - COAST
WHARFIES; INDIAN FIREMEN ALSO
REFUSE TO LOAD

material to the [mutilators] of the Chinese
people.

On Wednesday morning a mass meeting
of watersiders was held at Wollongong. All
of the members were in attendance.

With only seven dissentients a motion
was carried affirming the refusal to load the
pig iron on to the ship.

SEAMEN, IRONWORKERS
SOLID
The Indian firemen and white sailors of

the “Dalfram” refused to load the cargo or
supply steam to move the boat.

Were it at the B.H.P. jetty the company
could call on the ironworkers to load it.

A mass meeting of ironworkers on
Tuesday night, 160 attending, passed a
resolution calling on the secretary to refuse
to supply labour to load the ship and a
mass meeting next morning confirmed the
decision.

The stevedores did not attempt to pick
up union labour on Wednesday morning
but called for casuals.

They met with no response, however, the
casuals refusing to answer the call.

Opinion at Port Kembla is that no further
war materials will be loaded at that port
for Japan.
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A further meeting of the crew of the
“Dalfram” on Wednesday decided to wire
J. Daley. General Secretary of the Seamen’s
Union, asking him to represent them in
this dispute.

Daley in reply stated that as a seaman
and as general secretary of a union which
stood for international solidarity he would
do all in his power to assist them.

He will discuss the matter with trade
union leaders and intends going to
Wollongong on Thursday morning.

The Wollongong Trades Hall Council
are taking up the matter on Wednesday
night. [...] &

WHARFIES WON'T BUDGE - NO PIG

IRON FOR JAPAN!
WHOLE SOUTH COAST IS SOLID! "DOG COLLAR" INSULT!

W. F. Burns

This article originally appeared in Workers'
Weekly, December, 1938.

The Federal Cabinet today by its
decision to gazette Port Kembla as
a licensed port under the Transport
Workers’ Act created a grave danger
of a serious industrial dispute on the
South Coast.

The cabinet’s decision was made after a
long meeting this afternoon.

In the morning the crowded stopwork
meeting of the waterside workers at the
Alliance Hall, which again had only two
dissentients, declared its determination to
refuse to load pig iron for Japan and to refuse
to take out licences if the Act were applied.

The waterside workers’ decision was
that if any man takes out a licence to work
on the port, he will be regarded as a scab.

Already A.W.U. members who are
working on M.M. Fertilisers and E.S. and R.
have decided that they will not work on the
wharf with scabs, that they will not handle
any material handled by scabs, and that if
anything comes to the works that has been
handled by scabs, it will not be touched by
the union men.

In addition, if any of the A.W.U. men
are sacked for not doing this work, there
will be a complete stoppage.

There is a very solid feeling amongst
all the workers at the steelworks and the
other industries in Port Kembla. and any
attempt to use scab labour will probably
cause serious trouble.

REFUTATION REPORT

The stopwork meeting today heard the
report of the delegation which interviewed
the Federal

Attorney-General Menzies at Canberra
yesterday.

The report of the delegates was fully
endorsed. The general secretary of the
Waterside Workers’ federation, Jim Healy
told the meeting that Menzies had admitted
that although the Federal government had
six months ago placed a ban on the export
of iron ore, this ore was still being sent to
Japan from South Australia from the Broken
Hill Pty.

Menzies had said that this was the “tag-
end” of contracts which had been made prior
to the government’s ban.

Menzies also admitted that although the
present contract for the export of pig iron was
only for 23,000 tons, there would probably
be further contracts from time to time.

MENZIES’ WAY
Healy had put the case for the men

pointing out that they were not prepared to
load pig iron for Japan which might, as one
of the waterside workers put it, “come back
and hit us on the spine.” During the time
he had put the case for the men, Healy said
that he had continually been interrupted by
Menzies. It was as if he were a witness being
cross-examined.

Casuals (men who work on the waterfront
but are not members of the federation)
who were at the meeting declared their
full support for the union men. The entire
spirit of the men was one of enthusiasm and
determination to fight to the finish.

The already existing waterside workers’
committee was increased conduct the
struggle for the time-being. &

NO PIG IRON FOR JAPAN -
WATERSIDERS WON A VICTORY;
REPEAL LICENSING ACT

W. F. Burns

This article originally appeared in Workers'
Weekly January, 1939.

The final stages of one of the most
spectacular, unselfish, and historic of
Australia’s industrial battles are now
taking place.

At a meeting today the port Kembla
waterside workers decided by a very large
majority to accept the terms of settlement
which have been secured as a result of
negotiations between the union leaders and
the federal government.

These terms are: That the waterside
workers load the “Dalfram”; that the licences
be lifted from Port Kembla; and that a
conference will be held on Tuesday between
the Federal Cabinet and representatives of
the Australian trade unions.

In the resolution carried by the men
they declared that they still adhered to their
policy that no further pig iron should be
exported to Japan.

The resolution added that they had
confidence that at the conference on Tuesday
the representatives of the Australian trade
unions would be able to show the Federal
government that the policy of banning pig
iron as held by the trade unions was correct.

THE UNIONS

Acceptance of these terms was
recommended to the waterside workers by
the combined unions who have played their
part in the struggle.

There have been a considerable number
of remarkable features in connection with
this dispute. Firstly, the solidarity of the
men in the branch has been outstanding. At
the outset there were only two votes against
the commencement of the dispute, and
throughout its entire course the waterside
workers have been more solid than any
other band of workers with whom I have
ever come into contact.

STRONGER NOW
As they go back to work they are more

strongly organised than previously and as
solid as they were when they came out.

They are in a state of organisation that,
should it become necessary, they could come
out again in the same type of struggle.

Through their remarkable campaign
against the loading of pig iron for Japan
these waterside workers have given a great
service to the people of Australia.

They have exposed the hollowness of the
defence policy of the Federal government,
which was allowing the supplying of pig iron
to Japan, an aggressor nation, while it had
banned the export of iron ore because there
was not enough for Australia’s own needs.

EXPOSED LYONS

They also exposed the weakness of
the government’s call for recruits for the
militia by showing that the government was
supplying their most potential attacker with
the means of warfare.

As a result of their struggle, not only has
the Lyons government been exposed but the
trade union movement on the South Coast

and the people of Australia generally have
become conscious of the necessity for action
by the working class of Australia against the
aggressor nations of the world.

These terms represent a definite victory.

For the first time in its history the
licensing clauses of the Transport Workers’
Act have been lifted from a port to which
they were applied.

This, to me, is the thin end of a wedge
which cannot but result eventually in the
repeal of this Act. [...]

In their conduct of the struggle the Port
Kembla waterside workers themselves have
shown not only that they have learned the
lessons which other strikes in the last few
years have given to Australian organised
labour, but they have also been prepared to
carry them further, as, for example, the use
of play groups and extensive use of wireless,
leaflet and many other forms of propaganda.

The victory they have won has been well
deserved and is one that will go down in
Australia’s industrial history. &
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74 Buckinghoum Street
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email: editor@cpa.org.au
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Dear Editor,

I have been concerned about the pro-
gramming on the SBS for some time
with a continuous barrage of shows
with Hitler’s World, Nazi Megas-
tructures, etc.

I feel that this programming is part
of a revisionist white washing of the Nazi
war machine and should not be on a public
broadcaster.

I have written to SBS programming
with a complaint.

What I found was that the company that
makes these shows can be traced back to a
French multimillionaire who also produces
reality programs such as Big Brother, Sur-
vivor, and so forth.

While my investigations have been lim-
ited, on the whole, this form of programming
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has anti-human connotations and leans
towards the far-right culturally.

It would be good if others investigated
this programming and also made complaints
about this form of cultural abuse.

David Matters

ON THE 200™ ANNIVERSARY OF
ENGELS' BIRTH

Seamus Carey

This 28th November marks the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Comrade
Friedrich Engels (sometimes ren-
dered “Frederick” in English) in 1820.
Engels, along with Karl Marx, found-
ed Marxism — the revolutionary ide-
ology of scientific Communism and
the theory of the emancipation of the
working people.

Engels was born in Barmen (today part
of the city of Wuppertal) in the western
industrial heartland of Prussia, the son of
a wealthy industrialist. He was forced by
his family to end his high school studies
prematurely and was sent to Bremen
in 1838 to work as a clerk in a trading
house as preparation for a lifetime of
work in the family firm. However, Engels’
desire for knowledge and disgust at the
injustices of the world around him led
him to energetically pursue his own study
of politics, history, natural sciences, and
philosophy — especially the works of G.
W. F. Hegel.

Arguably, Hegel’s greatest contribution
was the development of philosophical
dialectics to a high level. The progressive
and revolutionary potential of this
dialectical thought, which understands all
things as undergoing constant change and
development that moves not just in gradual
evolution but in sudden leaps, was seized
upon enthusiastically by a generation of
German radicals.

During this period Engels began his
literary career, and also became an atheist.
However, it was after his family sent him
in 1842 to work in Manchester, where the
family owned shares in textile factories,
that Engels became a life-long socialist,
and became active in working-class and
socialist political circles.

Manchester was at that time the
industrial powerhouse of England, and
the world. Such concentration of wealth
production had never before been seen in
history. Yet the most notable characteristic
of the city, as Engels saw, was the creation
of an ever-larger working class living in
atrocious conditions. In this period Engels
wrote The Condition of the Working
Class in England, published in 1845, an
intricately researched and vivid depiction
of the poverty and injustice inflicted upon
the English proletariat.

Although the development of capitalism
had made it possible to produce wealth
previously unimaginable, Engels

demonstrated that this did not ensure a
better life for all but rather the deeper
impoverishment and subjugation of the
working people, despite their being the
vast majority of the population and the
true creators of all wealth. Engels already
also understood that this proletarian class
created by capitalism will become the
revolutionary force capable of ending the
rule of the capitalist class and building a
socialist society, ending the anarchy of
production for private profit and instead
implementing planned, cooperative
production according to human need.

Engels, impressed with the writings
of Karl Marx as editor of the Rheinische
Zeitung, had some correspondence with
Marx, who then printed some articles by
Engels. But it was in 1844 when the two
met in Paris that a lifelong friendship
and collaboration was solidified. In that
auspicious year, Marx and Engels together
established the basic theoretical foundation
of the new world outlook, later to be known
as Marxism.

Together they wrote The Holy
Family, critiquing the idealism of their
contemporaries who adhered to various
flavours of Hegelianism, and then The
German Ideology which was the first work
approaching a comprehensive outline of
their new materialist world outlook. The
latter was unable to be published at the time
due to censorship and would not be released
to the public until almost 9o years later,
when it was printed in the Soviet Union.

The pair quickly gained renown for their
theoretical writings, and were commissioned
in 1847 by the Communist League, an
underground international association of
revolutionary workers, to write the famous
Communist Manifesto, which was widely
published in the stormy year of 1848.

With the upsurge of revolutionary
activity in that year, Marx and Engels moved
to Cologne and together published the Neue
Rheinische Zeitung, which was eventually
shut down by the Prussian government
for stirring up working-class insurrection.
Engels then personally joined in the armed
struggle of the people, before being forced
to flee to Switzerland and then returning
to England, reuniting with Marx who had
also been forced to leave mainland Europe.

Engels returned to his job in Manchester
while Marx lived in London, but despite the
distance between them their collaboration
grew only deeper, sending one another
letters almost daily. Engels also provided
Marx — whose strenuous journalistic and

literary work rarely returned anything close
to a living wage — with generous financial
assistance.

Marx founded the International Working
Men’s Association (later referred to as the
“First International”) in 1864 in London
and, again despite the distance separating
them, Engels also played a major role in
this historic organisation of the working
class. The first volume of Marx’s great
work Capital was published in 1867, in no
small part thanks to Engels’ intellectual and
financial assistance. In 1870, Engels moved
to London and worked closely with Marx
until the latter’s death in 1883.

In this period Engels assisted Marx with
the preparation of the second and third
volumes of Capital, as well as writing many
works of his own. This included writings
on the relation of materialist dialectics to
natural sciences (which like The German
Ideology, would only be published in their
entirely long after his death, in the Soviet
Union) and the major work Anti-Diihring.

Anti-Diihring, published in 1878,
was a defence of Marx’s theory against a
different socialist theory espoused by Berlin
professor Eugen Diihring that had briefly
gained some popularity. Although Diihring’s
authority was demolished by this book
and his theories are of no relevance today,
Engels’ systematic refutation of them also
serves as one of the greatest expositions of
Marxism, and so Anti-Diihring — excerpts
of which were re-edited and published as
the immensely popular pamphlet Socialism:
Utopian and Scientific — stands as a great
classic of Marxism. In Anti-Diihring and
Socialism: Utopian and Scientific we see
Engels’ great talent at explaining and
elaborating upon Marx’s ideas, making
them more accessible to a general audience
without sacrificing the slightest theoretical
rigour.

After Marx’s death in 1883, Engels
devoted the rest of his life to continuing
Marx’s work, both theoretical and
practical. Engels wrote The Origin of the
Family, Private Property and the State,
a materialist account of the historical
development of familial relations and the
theoretical foundation of the Marxist theory
of women’s oppression and liberation, and
Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical
German Philosophy, which detailed the
philosophical foundations of Marxism and
their historical roots. Most significantly,
Engels carried out a heroic intellectual
labour to complete the preparation of the
second and third volumes of Marx’s Capital

for publication, publishing Volume II in
1885 and Volume III in 1894.

Engels became the recognised
intellectual leader of the international
revolutionary working-class movement in
Marx’s stead, and played a major role in
the early days of the Second International.
His legacy as a consistent revolutionary
Marxist leader in the international
movement was carried on by Lenin’s
Third International (the Communist
International/“Comintern”), and today by
the international community of Communist
and Workers’ Parties.

Engels died on 5th August, 1895. By that
time, Comrade Lenin had already begun
his revolutionary career, and 22 years later
would lead the Russian working class to
victory, proudly proclaiming the names
Marx and Engels as the founders of the
victorious revolutionary ideology.

Engels was a great leader of the working
class and genius of scientific socialist theory.
He lives on, 200 years after his birth and
forever, in the hearts of millions upon
millions of Communists and class-conscious
workers. As Lenin wrote:

Let us always honour the memory
of Frederick Engels, a great fighter and
teacher of the proletariat! @&

He lives on, 200 years after his birth
and forever, in the hearts of millions
upon millions of Communist and class-
conscious workers.
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Article via People's Daily

The US spread rumors at the United
Nations (UN) once again.

During the general debate of the 75th
session of the UN General Assembly
First Committee on Disarmament and
International Security, the US repre-
sentative once again slandered China
over the COVID-19 pandemic, and
falsely claimed that Russia and China
were constantly developing nuclear
weapons, thus seriously threatening
international peace and security.

This is obviously the US playing its old
trick of “a thief crying ‘Stop thief!””. If the
US respected the facts, it would correctly
conclude that the US itself is the number
one creator of unrest and chaos in global
security and stability.

Since Trump took office, the US has
wantonly pursued unilateralism under the
banner of “national security”, ignored its own
international commitments and frequently
“broken its promise” to seek self-deregulation.

In the field of arms control, the US with-
drew from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty, pulled out of the Iran nuclear
deal, dropped out of the Arms Trade Treaty
and adopted a nakedly pragmatic attitude
towards the multilateral and bilateral arms
control treaty system.

With the New Strategic Arms Reduc-
tion Treaty (New START) about to expire,
the US has been responding passively to
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THE US IS A THIEF CRYING "STOP THIEF!" AND
POSES MILITARY THREAT TO THE WORLD

Russia’s repeated requests for a renewal of
the agreement.

From September 1, 2019 to March 1,
2020, Russia reduced its nuclear arsenal by
100 warheads, while the US reduced it by
only three, according to the US State Depart-
ment. This sharp contrast is embarrassing
and exposes the US lack of sincerity.

There are no longer any restrictions on
the deployment of medium-and short-range
missiles. The US can be said to be the chief
culprit for pushing the world into a dangerous
situation, in which the two largest nuclear
arsenals may not be bound by treaties for
the first time in nearly half a century.

The US is obsessed with militarism and
continues to raise its defense budget in order
to meet its expanding military ambitions. In
2019, the US military budget topped $700
billion, accounting for nearly 40 percent of
the world’s total military expenditure, exceed-
ing the combined military expenditure of the
next 10 highest spending countries.

At the beginning of 2020, the US gov-
ernment submitted to Congress a national
defense budget of $705.4 billion for fiscal
year 2021, of which the amount allocated for
modernising nuclear weapons alone was as
high as $28.9 billion.

According to a report by the non-govern-
mental organization International Campaign
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), the
world’s nine nuclear states spent a total of
$72.9 billion on nuclear weapons in 2019,
while the US itself spent about $35.4 billion,

nearly half of the global total, an increase of
nearly 20 percent over the previous year.

It is clear that the US’ military strength
has far exceeded what it needs to maintain
national security, so why does it continue to
borrow money to increase military spend-
ing? Why is it still frantically building up its
nuclear weapons when it already boasts the
largest and most advanced nuclear arsenal
in the world?

Without doubt, these unilateral actions
have fired the “starting gun” for the interna-
tional arms race and will aggravate the global
strategic imbalance, burying the hidden
danger of a possible outbreak of conflicts.

In addition to being a rule breaker and
panic instigator, the US has also earned the
well-deserved title of “war lover.” In its more
than 240 years of history, the country has
not been engaged in a war for only 16 years,
thus, it can be called “the most belligerent
country in the history of the world.”

The US can find any reason to launch
a war. Even Trump has acknowledged that
Iraq did not have weapons of mass destruc-
tion, the reason the US waged a war there
in the first place.

Since 2001, US military operations
against Iraq, Libya, Syria and other coun-
tries have killed more than 800,000 people
and displaced tens of millions more. The
United States is selectively “blind” over such
tragedies.

While pretending to “express deep regret”,
the US wantonly went to war under the guise
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of “helping” and “rescuing” the local people.
However, it is its so-called “rescue” that has
pushed the stable lives of innocent civilians
into an abyss from which they cannot emerge.

This “Pandora’s Box” that has been opened
by the US contains yet more threats: position-
ing China and Russia as strategic competitors
and reverting to the Cold War mentality;
pursuing double standards and political
manipulation on the issue of nuclear non-
proliferation; deploying anti-missile systems
in the Asia-Pacific and Central and Eastern
Europe to upset the strategic balance...

Peace and development are the themes
of this era. Against the backdrop of build-
ing a new type of international relations
featuring mutual respect, fairness, justice
and win-win cooperation and a community
with a shared future for mankind, the US is
bent on pursuing its own “absolute security”
and strengthening its military hegemony.

With other countries so restless, can the
US really call this “world peace”™ &

NORMAN BETHUNE: FORGOTTEN IN CANADA
BUT MORE RELEVANT THAN EVER

Owen Schalk via People's Voice

Henry Norman Bethune was an accom-
plished surgeon, a communist inter-
nationalist and a forgotten hero of
Canadian history. As a member of
the Communist Party of Canada he
fought with anti-fascist forces in Spain
and later volunteered in the National
Revolutionary Army of China during
the Second Sino-Japanese War. He
was born in Gravenhurst, Ontario on
March 4, 1890, and died in the Chinese
province of Hebei on November 12,
1939. Despite his enormous courage
and deeply felt global solidarity, Bet-
hune has been commemorated quite
differently by his native country on the
one hand, and the country for which
he gave his life on the other.

At the Bethune Memorial Home in
Gravenhurst, he is described in the follow-
ing terms: “Professionally, Bethune gained
international recognition as a skilful, dedi-
cated surgeon; socially, he was more unor-
thodox. He was a complex man who could
both antagonize and inspire.” Across Canada

he is mostly remembered for his innovations
in transfusion medicine, and his politics are
excised from the historical record.

The People’s Republic of China, how-
ever, commemorates him effusively. There
are multiple buildings bearing his name
and statues displaying his visage all across
the country, and the most illustrious medi-
cal honour in China has been dubbed the
Norman Bethune Medal.

Bethune was intensely committed to the
project of socialized medicine, and he under-
stood that the primary impediment to the
equitable distribution of medical care around
the world is the capitalist economic system.
He described the problem thus: “Medicine,
as we are practising it, is a luxury trade [...].
Let us take the profit, the private economic
profit, out of medicine and purify our profes-
sion of rapacious individualism [...]. Let us
say to the people not ‘How much have you
got?’ but ‘How best can we serve you?”” He
was one of those figures, so rare in history,
who lived entirely by the principles he set
for himself. Upon his death, Mao Zedong
honoured him with a eulogy that remains
widely known in China. “What kind of spirit

is this,” Mao asked, “that makes a foreigner
selflessly adopt the cause of the Chinese peo-
ple’s liberation as his own? It is the spirit of
internationalism.”

It is a great historical coincidence that
Bethune died one day after November 11, a
date on which Canada remembers its own
fallen soldiers, while forgetting those they
killed in Canada’s name and the reasons they
were sent to kill in the first place. In contrast
to the restrictive historical outlook reinforced
by official Remembrance Day celebrations
in the West, Bethune represented, to quote
Mao, “the internationalism with which we
oppose both narrow nationalism and narrow
patriotism.”

Bethune’s medical philosophy is espe-
cially relevant in the age of COVID-19, when
hundreds of thousands of people are need-
lessly dying and inadequate medical systems
around the world are constantly battered by
new waves of infection. It is mainly due to the
“private economic profit” of which Bethune
wrote, and the deliberate underdevelopment
of social infrastructure which the profit motive
engenders, that so many people have lost
their lives to this pandemic.

It befits Bethune’s internationalist spirit
that the most impressive embodiment of
the global solidarity by which he lived is not
propagated by the Canadian government,
but a much smaller country which has put
wealthier ones to shame with its medical
altruism: the Republic of Cuba. Meanwhile
in the US, Canada and other capitalist socie-
ties, the internationalist devotion for which
Bethune gave his life is sorely absent.

Each November 12, it is important to
think of Norman Bethune and to honour his
principles by contemplating the loss of all
those who have been sacrificed on the altar
of private profit. @
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Hector McLachlan via Workers' Star

Summer is fast approaching and the
beginning of the harvest periods on
New Zealand (NZ) farms is only about
aweek away. However, with no end in
sight to our border restrictions, many
thousands of workers (primarily) from
the Pacific Islands will not be in the
country to prune, pick and pack the
produce. This has shined a light on
the huge role that seasonal migrant
workers play in our economy——an
atrocious aspect of NZ imperialism.

It feels like every other week that the
head of some kiwifruit company is whin-
ing in the bourgeois press about the huge
‘shortage of workers’ they are anticipat-
ing over summer. Why is our economy so
reliant on the super-exploitation of tens of
thousands of migrant workers and what
can be done to fix this?

A key part of this issue is the Registered
Seasonal Employer Scheme, established in
2007 to facilitate the use of seasonal migrant
labour from the Pacific by New Zealand’s
horticultural and viticultural industries.
A recent study on the scheme, ironically
conducted by the Ministry of Immigration
itself, produced some damning findings.

International

LOW WAGES AND ROTTING FRUIT

In the year ended 2019, more than
12,500 workers entered New Zealand under
the RSE Scheme to work. They worked
almost exclusively in the horticultural sector
and came overwhelmingly from just three
countries: Tonga, Samoa and Vanuatu.
They work usually at the minimum wage
on hourly or piece/contract rates, meaning
that their incomes are at the whim of both
the availability of work and the weather.

On top of this, those on the scheme are
limited to certain types of horticultural jobs
and cannot shift to a different industry or
employer in search of higher wages. These
conditions are so terrible that the communi-
cations manager of Apata, a large kiwifruit
packing company, described their jobs as
“sh--t work.”

It is estimated that without most RSE
scheme and other seasonal workers, around
$9.5 billion could be lost this harvest.
For the sake of working conditions of NZ
citizens, undercut and pushed down by
NZ monopolists’ use of migrant labour, we
must struggle for both the improvement
of the conditions of these workers and the
sovereignty and development of the Pacific.
It is underdevelopment, caused largely by
NZ imperialism, that causes these people
to leave their families for work in the first
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place. Therefore it is primarily through
a concrete struggle against New Zealand
NZ imperialism that this situation can be
resolved.

Marx said in an 1870 letter that the
priority for labour organizing in England
was “to make the English workers realize
that for them the national emancipation of
Ireland is not a question of abstract justice

or humanitarian sentiment but the first
condition of their own social emancipation.”
Through linking arms with our broth-
ers and sisters in the Pacific, we can greatly
strengthen the union movement in Aotearoa.
This is the only way we can ensure that ours
is not a country where produce is left to rot
on the vine because fruit companies refuse
to pay their workers a decent wage. @&

These conditions are so terrible that
the communication manager of Apata,
a large kiwifruit packing company,
described their jobs as "sh--t work"

VIETNAM: ECONOMY WILL GROW
BY 6% IN 2021, EXPERTS SAY

Article via teleSUR

The progressive recovery of several
important indicators and the contin-
ued control of the COVID-9 pandem-
ic means that Vietnam's economy is
predicted to grow six percent or more
by 2021, local experts said Tuesday.

Duong Manh Hung, a senior analyst at
the General Statistics Office, recalled that if
in the first quarter of this year the increase
in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was
only 0.39 percent, in the third quarter it
reached 2.62 percent.

The containment of COVID-19 sets the
pace for all sectors to return to a new nor-
mality. For example, the industrial sector
only grew by 2.3 percent in August, but in

September, it grew by 3.5 percent and in
October by 3.6 percent, he claimed.

Hung also cited as an example of the
recovery of the economy, the founding of
12,200 new enterprises in October, and
another 5,000 to productive and social
life — 20 percent more than in September.

However, he noted that everything
would depend on how the world's larg-
est economies, especially such important
partners of Vietnam as China, the United
States, the European Union, Japan, and
South Korea, fare. It is possible that only
in 2022 or 2023 will we see rapid growth
again.

Vo Tri Thanh, a member of the Prime
Minister's economic advisory team, agreed
with him. A full recovery will take time
because, pandemic aside, it has exacerbated

protectionism in many nations and could
negatively affect Vietnam's growth.

Vu Sy Cuong, an expert from the Acad-
emy of Finance, believes that the 2021 GDP
expansion will be more than six percent.
Still, he similarly pointed out another ele-
ment against this from happening.

Since early October, the country's
central region has been hit several times
by storms and typhoons, with substantial
losses in infrastructure and the halting of
most economic activities. There is much
to rebuild, he said.

“But GDP growth in one year is cal-
culated from the previous one, so yes,"
he agreed, "I think that in 2021 it will be
above six percent."

Vietnamese experts' estimates are below
those of several international organisations.

According to a recent study by Stand-
ard Chartered, the Vietnamese economy
will most likely be one of the few to grow
this year in Southeast Asia, if not the only
one. The British bank estimated a three
percent increase in GDP in 2020 and 7.8
percent in 2021.

Meanwhile, the Hong Kong Shanghai
Banking Corporation, one of the largest
banking and financial services institutions
globally, estimated the rise at 8.1 percent
in 2021.

Other recent studies by entities such
as the Asian Development Bank and Fitch
Solutions give the Vietnamese economy
similar growth margins this year and next
year.
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