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AUSTRALIA IS NOT A 
MERITOCRACY

Last month, during Question Time, Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison stated: “if you’re good at 
your job, you’ll get a job.”

The comment was widely mocked for how out of 
touch with reality it was.

Anyone with two eyes and a brain to process what 
they see will tell you that the job market is not a 
meritocracy. In fact, with so many jobs merit seems 
to be the least qualifying feature as these jobs are 
filled on the basis of cronyism, nepotism, racism, 
misogyny, and classism. This is besides the fact that 
Australia is experiencing an economic disaster it 
hasn’t seen since the Great Depression. 

According to the Workplace Gender Equality 
Agency, the gender pay gap stands at fourteen per 
cent. The “most significant component contributing 
to the gender pay gap”? Gender discrimination – 
accounting for thirty-nine per cent of the gender 
pay gap.

In 2017, the Australian Human Rights Commission 
relased a fact sheet Racism. It Stops With Me. The 
sheet highlights that “[twenty-one per cent] of com-
plaints under the Racial Discrimination Act were 
received in relation to employment.” In the following 
year, Optus came under fire for posting a job on the 
employment website SEEK that stated they had a 
preference for “candidates who are Anglo Saxon.”

The ridiculousness of Morrison’s comment forced 
him to back track and recontextualise his statement. 
Morrison stated that the Opposition misrepresented 
his statement saying that his words were in relation 
to “two appointments in positions in the govern-
ment,” further stating that “On this side of the House, 
if you’re good at your job, you’ll get a job. That’s how 
it works.”

But is that even true? It appears not. Crikey found 
that forty per cent of Abbott-era politicans who left 
politics or lost their seat were appointed to govern-
ment positions.

“Warren Truss is head of the Australian Rail 
Track Corporation; Louise Markus chairs the 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare; Michael 
Ronaldson went to Australia Post and Snowy Hydro; 
Fiona Scott and Ewen Jones to the National Film 
and Sound Archive; Jamie Briggs to Moorebank 
Intermodal. […] Tony Abbott himself was appointed 
to the Australian War Memorial Council in 2019.”

Additionally “Eight former MPs or senators are 
lobbyists, work at industry peak bodies and/or pro-
vide “strategic consulting” services.”

The worst offence in this manner is that “[o]
ver the past six years, dozens of people with ties 
to the Liberal Party have gotten plum gigs at the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, despite many of 
them having no formal legal qualifications.”

Melbourne politics lecturer George Rennie as-
sessed the situation saying: “It’s not just that they’re 
not the best person for the job, it’s that they’re not 
a good fit for the job at all.” 

And yet, with a straight face, Morrison will say 
that the Coalition hires and appoints based on merit.

This level of favouritism is of course not just re-
served for the Liberal Party. The Australian Labor 
Party engages in it too. Late last year, former Deputy 
Prime Minister and Treasurer Wayne Swan was 
given a directorship on the government-owned en-
ergy company Stanwell Corporation. 

This should not be surprising to anyone; the rul-
ing class will always work to enrich itself. Bourgeois 
political parties are in the service of the bourgeoisie, 
no matter what the rhetoric is around “a fair go.” 

However, the same doesn’t go for a workers’ party.
The Communist Party of Australia’s electoral 

body, “The Communists,” is looking to be registered 
again. A Communist representative in parliament 
means putting the working class first.

Help put an end to cronyism and help us 
defeat bourgeois control over this country by reg-
istering with our electoral body: www.cpa.org.au/
communists-registration.
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CARTIER WATCHES "TIP 
OF THE ICEBERG"

Anna Pha

The Communications, Electrical and Plumbers 
Union (CEPU), which represents postal work-
ers, described the gifting of Cartier watches to 
senior management as “just the tip of the ice-
berg when it comes to the problems plaguing 
Australia Post.”

“In the middle of a pandemic, Australia Post 
decided to slow down deliveries right when Aus-
tralians need the service the most. This seriously 
says something about the motivations of Australia 
Post’s Executive team, Chair and Board,” National 
Secretary, Greg Rayner, said.

“The government needs to intervene further than 
just wiping out the CEO – Australia Post needs a 
whole reshuffle to get their leadership team right. 
The Board must step aside too.”

The union released the findings of a survey of 
over 1,000 members on 22nd October. They tell an 
appalling story about Australia Post’s attack on the 
health, safety and working conditions of its workforce:

•	� Eighty-four per cent of posties said they 
were unable to complete their duties within 
their rostered hours

•	� Thirty-four per cent of those said they 
considered the level of overtime required 
to complete their run to be unreasonable

•	� Fifty-five per cent admitted to not taking all 
their applicable breaks in order to complete 
their duties.

The posties also reported that they were unable 
to deliver all the letters and small parcels on the 
day, including express post. Australia Post blames 
the pandemic for a deterioration in service, but the 
results of this survey point the finger at management.

“We’ve warned from the very beginning that 
reducing the frequency of deliveries in the middle 
of a global pandemic is a recipe for disaster” the 
Rayner said.

And that is not all. Australia Post asked its Vic-
torian workforce to use their own transportation 
and work unpaid overtime on weekends to help 
clear a backlog of parcel deliveries! The backlog in 
parcels is largely due to the underemployment of 
staff whose hours were reduced.

CEO Christine Holgate has been forced to stand 
down over the almost $20,000 spent on Cartier 
watches for four senior managers. When asked by 
Labor Senator Kimberley Kitching during a Senate 
Estimates Hearing if it were appropriate to spend 
taxpayers’ money on Cartier watches, her response 
was telling. She denied that Australia Post had used 
taxpayers’ money.

“We do not receive government funding. We are 
a commercial organisation … It was a recommenda-
tion from our chair that these people get rewarded.”!

This perception is perhaps not as surprising 
as it may seem. Afterall Australia Post has been 
corporatised. Under the Corporations Act, the 
government-owned business is required to function 
like any privately owned corporation. This includes 
maximising profits. In practice, this translates into 
rorts for the executives and senior management, 
and maximising the exploitation of its workforce.

Typical of a privately owned corporation, Aus-
tralia Post’s executive group was “rewarded” with 
$7 million in bonuses last year! Holgate’s total 
salary package was $1,175,736 in 2018-19 (2019 
Annual Report).

Australia Post is still owned by the govern-
ment (the shareholder) on behalf of the Australian 
people. The present board and management have 
embarked on a program to fatten it in readiness for 
privatisation. The abuse of its workforce is part of 
that process.

Instead, workers’ conditions and hours should 
be immediately restored. Job security must be guar-
anteed. Australia Post provides a vital service to so 
many people across the country and must continue 
to do so. Some of these services (eg regional) might 
not be profitable, but they are cross-subsidised by 
other profitable ones.

When Australia Post was corporatised it lost its 
social charter to put is customers first, before prof-
its. That must be restored so that service delivery 
becomes first and foremost. That means changing 
the corporate status back to an unincorporated 
government enterprise. A new board should reflect 
the users and its workforce and be run on a demo-
cratic basis.  

Green Strategy:
Path to Fundamental Transformation

by Marc Brodine 

Green Strategy adopts a philosophical approach to environmental issues, linking them 
to other struggles and applying lessons from past struggles. It explores the interwoven 
environmental problems caused by the imbalance between humanity and the natural 

world on which humanity depends. The roots of our environmental crises are identified 
as lying in capitalism. Brodine puts forward a number of positive proposals for building 
the necessary coalitions and alliances with other movements. A very interesting and 

useful contribution towards the understanding of the complexity of climate change and 
its all encompassing impact on every aspect of life.

Send orders to infor@cpa.org.au or phone 02 9699 8844
or write to Books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

For international orders please contact info@cpa.org.au

International Publishers, New York, 
2018
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FEDERAL INTEGRITY 
COMMISSION CANNOT WAIT!

Anna Pha

The Australia Post scandal is one of the 
latest reminders of rampant corrup-
tion and rorts at all levels of govern-
ment that have unfortunately become 
all too familiar. Billions of dollars are 
handed out in various forms and guises 
to business mates and political donors, 
and in marginal electorates to boost 
the electoral chances of government 
candidates.

Revelations of inaction by watchdogs 
and regulators, lack of transparency, cuts to 
funding of regulatory and monitoring agen-
cies, lack of protection for whistleblowers, 
brazen theft and gifts of taxpayers’ money, 
the shredding of evidence, seem endless.

Royal Commissions, with their shocking 
exposés, come and go, but little action fol-
lows and the corruption and other crimes 
are swept under the carpet. Few, if any, of 
the offenders face jail sentences. The very 
worst, but common, outcome is a golden 
handshake in the form of a pay-out of mil-
lions of dollars to guilty individuals.

The extent of this corruption becomes 
apparent when a list is compiled of just some 
of the recent examples that come to mind. It 
reveals the endemic nature of corruption to 
capitalism, and the class interests that our 
elected leaders represent.

ENDEMIC CORRUPTION
While some of the items listed are still 

allegations yet to face an investigation or 
court hearings, they do give a picture of the 
situation:
•	� Sale of “Leppington Triangle” – land near 

the second Sydney airport purchased 
by the federal government from Liberal 
Party donors for $30 million, a year later 
valued at $3 million.

•	� “Sports Rorts” – $100 million in Sport 
Australia grants handed out through the 
Community Sport Infrastructure Program 
without proper reference to their merits, 
mostly allocated to marginal seats.

•	� Australia Post – see separate story page 2.
•	� Regional Jobs and Investments Packages 

– the $200 million where ministers over-
ruled recommendations and approved 
non-recommended grants.

•	� The Australian Security and Investments 
Commission (ASIC) failed to act on cor-
ruption and fraud by the major banks, 
despite being notified of such goings-on.

•	� ASIC, which is supposing to be cleaning up 
the banks, is undergoing a bit of a clean-
up itself – ASIC paid $118,000 to KPMG 
to handle the personal tax affairs of its 
chairman James Shipton, and deputy 
chair Daniel Crennan received $70,000 
most of which he was not entitled to. 
Crennan has since resigned.

•	� Private Vocational Education and Train-
ing (VET) scandal – rorting to the tune of 
more than $7.5 billion by dodgy private 
colleges that enticed students who were 
not capable of undertaking studies into 
enrolling with offers of free laptops.

•	� Border Force – being investigated for cor-
ruption over allegedly paying $39 million 
to defence company Austal, contrary to 
internal advice, in 2015-26.

•	� Australian Taxation Office (ATO) – “ATO 
Rules for the Rich” scandal where quota 
set for garnisheeing small businesses with 
tax debts, but large businesses and the 
rich let off the hook.

•	� Grants to private schools – federal fund-
ing for private schools of $12.8 billion, 
set to rise to $16.1 billion over the coming 
four years, with little or no accountabil-
ity as to how churches and other private 
institutions spend it.

•	� The bugging of Timor-Leste’s negotiations 
team during negotiations around East 
Timor Sea oil carve-up; the Australian 
government looking after the interests 
of Santos and Woodside.

•	� Reserve Bank of Australia – two com-
panies owned by the Reserve Bank of 
Australia, Securency and Note Printing 

Australia, found guilty of bribing over-
seas officials to win banknote printing 
contracts.
The above are just federal examples. 

There are too many more at the state and 
local government level to begin to list here, 
let alone the rampant fraud and corruption 
in the private sector.

Guardian readers could no doubt add to 
that list. You have to wonder how many more 
examples have not been exposed because of 
lack of protection of whistleblowers.

Many of these examples involve “mis-
management” by failure to adhere to due 
process, shredding documents and deleting 
electronic records.

Minsters who are ultimately responsible 
for their department and portfolio, whether 
they acknowledge that or not, refuse to take 
responsibility, claiming they were kept in 
the dark. They just pass the buck down to a 
staff member.

ABC PUNISHED
It is thanks to the public broadcaster ABC 

with its experienced investigative journal-
ists, sometimes in collaboration with Fairfax 
media, that many of these scandals have 
been exposed. The Coalition government, 
in retaliation to the embarrassment caused 
to itself and its mates has, over successive 
years, made ongoing cuts to ABC funding.

According to Emma Dawson at the pro-
gressive think tank Per Capita, the ABC’s 
funding has been savaged to the tune of 
$783 million by the Coalition since 2014, 
starting with Tony Abbott’s massive reduc-
tion of $254 million. The result has been 
the closure of regional studios; mass sack-
ings of experienced and skilled staff; fewer 
programs with Australian content; and cuts 
to other services. All of this has taken place 
during a time when the ABC was expanding 
its digital services.

AUDIT OFFICE STARVED 
OF FUNDING

The Australian National Audit Office 
(ANAO) is a public sector agency that pro-
vides a full range of audit and assurance 
services to Parliament and Commonwealth 
public sector entities and statutory bodies. 
Its purpose is to support accountability and 
transparency through independent report-
ing to Parliament.

It too has exposed government “misman-
agement”, including the Sports Rorts and the 
purchase of the airport land at a massively 
inflated price. Funding of the Australian 
National Audit Office has been cut from 
$116 million in 2016-17 to $98 million in 
2020-21. Further cuts are scheduled over 
the coming years.

The Auditor-General, Greg Hehir, warned 
in his 2019-20 annual report: “Without sup-
plementary appropriations, the number of 

performance audits tabled in the Parliament 
will continue to reduce. On this basis, I have 
written to the Prime Minister to propose 
that the ANAO’s funding is put on a more 
sustainable basis to meet both mandated 
financial statements audits and the suite of 
performance and other reports which are 
provided to Parliament to achieve transpar-
ency and accountability in the Australian 
government sector.”

He said that “any further savings meas-
ures applied to the ANAO that reduced the 
funding base would impact on our ability to 
deliver the planned audit program.”

It is already impacted, with 42 perfor-
mance audit reports tabled against a target 
of 48 in 2019-20. Also of concern to the 
Auditor, the budget has already been running 
at a loss for the past three years. Without 
supplementary appropriations, the number 
of performance audits tabled in Parliament 
will continue to decline.

MONITORING BODIES 
GAGGED

The ABC and the ANAO are not the 
only government agencies hit with funding 
cuts and political attacks. According to the 
Centre for Public Integrity (CPI), the budget 
for government agencies responsible for 
monitoring, auditing or policing government 
agencies has shrunk by $1.4 billion in real 
terms since 2010.

“Accountability institutions are crucial to 
holding government to account and build-
ing confidence in our system of govern-
ment. Attacks on these institutions have 
led to a compromised system of integrity. 
Secure and sufficient funding, permanent 
tenure of senior officials, and independent 
non-partisan appointments are among the 
reforms necessary to restoring confidence 
in our system,” the CPI said.

These institutions include the Judici-
ary and Administrative Appeals Tribunal, 
public service, public broadcasting, elec-
toral commissions, anti-corruption commis-
sions, charities and advocacy organisations, 
the ANAO, the Law Reform Commission, 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission, CSIRO, Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, Human Rights Commission, and 
ombudsman offices.

The Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner has had an increase in fund-
ing over the past 10 years, but not enough to 
keep up with the thirteen per cent increase 
in Freedom of Information Requests made 
to the government since 2017.

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY A MUST

Increasingly the federal government 
is becoming less and less accountable to 
Parliament and to the people of Australia. 

When monitoring of government actions 
and agencies is hindered, which is increas-
ingly occurring, corruption and fraud will 
continue to run rampant.

To combat this, it is necessary to reverse 
the corporatisation of government agen-
cies and operations; to remove the prime 
objective of profits and replace it with social 
responsibility, public service provision and 
democracy.

In practice, whistleblowers are more likely 
to be persecuted, than is the information 
they reveal to be acted upon. This was very 
evident in the Timor-Leste bugging case, 
and ATO’s responses to whistleblowers, to 
give a couple examples.

Transparency and accountability of 
government and its agencies should be 
fundamental to any society calling itself a 
“democracy.” The practice of contracting-
out the work of government agencies covers 
up accountability and should be replaced 
with secure, permanent employment in the 
public sector.

A Commonwealth Integrity Commission 
(CIC) is long overdue, and not the paper-tiger 
one with secret hearings initially proposed 
by the government. The various monitoring 
agencies and institutions must be adequately 
funded to carry out their work without fear.

Lenin was right when he described wide-
spread corruption as a characteristic of capi-
talism at the moribund stage of monopoly 
capital.  

One of the most popular capitalist myths is: “wage increases 
cause price rises”. How do you counter this claim and the 
many other myths about the relationship between wages, 

prices and profit and the value of labour? Wage-Labour 
and Capital: Value, Price and Profit are very easy to read, 

introductions to some of the most burning issues for workers 
in the study of political economy.

Send orders to infor@cpa.org.au or phone 02 9699 8844

or write to Books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

For international orders please contact info@cpa.org.au

Wages-Labour and Capital:
Value, Price and Profit

by Karl Marx
International Publishers, New York, 1818 (2017)

Paperback – 62 pages  |   $16
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GREETINGS TO THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF AUSTRALIA ON ITS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMUNIST PARTY OF 

CANADA

Dear Comrades, 
On behalf of the Central Committee 
and members of the Communist Party 
of Canada, please accept our warmest 
greetings and congratulations on the 
auspicious occasion of your Party’s 
Centenary celebration, October 30, 
2020.
Through thick and thin, the Communist 
Party of Australia has a consistent 
history of fidelity to the working class, 
the struggle for fundamental change, 
and for socialism in Australia and 
internationally. Yours is the history of 
working class struggle in Australia.
A small Party in an advanced capitalist 
country, the CPA has been the subject 
of unrelenting attacks by imperialism 
and from the capitalist state and media 
in Australia. Despite this, the CPA 
has held firm in its adherence to the 
revolutionary theory and practice of 
Marxism-Leninism, and working class 
internationalism. […]
We salute you and wish you every 
success in your on-going struggles 
for peace, environmental justice, 
democracy, equality, and a socialist 
Australia. The future belongs to the 
working class!
Comradely,
Elizabeth Rowley
Leader

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
CHILE

Dear Comrade[s],
The Communist Party of Chile sends 
our sincerest congratulations on your 
first centenary of life and struggle. […]
Chilean communists cannot forget the 
enormous solidarity that you offered to 
our people in the dark days of the civic-
military dictatorship that devastated our 
country.
Comrades, despite distances and 
language barriers, our parties are united 
not only in seniority but mainly in the 
struggles to defeat capitalism and its 
neoliberal version that has done so 
much damage to our peoples. 
Comrades, may you once again receive 
the fraternal and revolutionary greeting 
of the Chilean communists on the 

occasion of your centenary, knowing 
that the struggle continues despite the 
years, repression, lies and slander, 
incomprehension, and yet, even so, 
we can always shout with strength and 
courage: 
Long live the Hundred Years of the 
Communist Party of Australia! 
Long live the Communist Party of 
Australia! 
Proletarians of the world, unite!

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
NORWAY

Dear Comrades,
We stand together in the IMCWP, in our 
common fight against the imperialist US, 
EU and NATO, racism, fascism and war, 
for peace, social justice, national self-
determination, working class power and 
socialism-communism.
CP of Norway wish you a happy 100th 
anniversary Commemoration and we 
are looking forward to meeting you at 
the 22nd IMCWP in Pyongyang 2021.
PB of CC CP of Norway
Runa Evensen Spokesperson
Svend Haakon Jacobsen International 
Secretary

PHILIPPINE COMMUNIST 
PARTY

Dear comrades,
The Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas 
(PKP-1930, the Philippine Communist 
Party) sends our warmest revolutionary 
greetings to the Communist Party of 
Australia (CPA) on the occasion of the 
100th anniversary of its founding this 
coming October 30, 2020. The founding 
of the CPA was inspired by the Great 
October Socialist Revolution and the 
revolutionary developments in Russia at 
that time. That was the same inspiration 
which led to the founding of other 
communist and workers’ parties during 
the 1920s and 1930s, including that of 
our party. […]
The PKP-1930 salutes the CPA and the 
generations of Australian communists 
who, over the past 100 years, have 
struggled for workers’ rights, aboriginal 
land rights, migrant and women’s rights, 
social justice, environmental protection, 
proletarian internationalism, and world 
peace. Through these years, Australian 

communists have faced violence, 
jail, discrimination, lies and slander, 
but continued to maintain the firm 
commitment to fighting for the working 
class and to building a socialist future 
for Australia and the world. 
We wish the CPA and all its office-
bearers, members and supporters 
greater strength in carrying on 
these struggles until victory. Happy 
anniversary of the centennial of the 
CPA’s founding! 
With communist greetings,
ANTONIO  E.  PARIS
General Secretary 

PORTUGUESE 
COMMUNIST PARTY

Dear Comrades,
The Portuguese Communist Party 
greets the Communist Party of Australia, 
on the 100th anniversary of its founding. 
This date marks a century of struggle 
in defence of the social, economic and 
political rights of the working class and 
all working people of your country. A 
century of struggle in defence of the 
rights of Aboriginal peoples, of women 
and migrants. A century of struggle 
for peace, against fascism and war. 
A century of struggle for profound 
democratic transformations in your 
country and for Socialism.
Throughout the years, Australian 
communists have been the target of 
persecutions, repression and even of 
attempted illegalization. We salute the 
courage and resistance of generations 
of Australian communists, who have 
known how to keep alive and active the 
Party of Australian workers.
Long live the workers of all countries!
Long live the relations of solidarity 
between the Portuguese Communist 
Party and the Communist Party of 
Australia!
International Department of the 
Portuguese Communist Party
Leader

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
SWEDEN

Dear Comrades,
The Communist Party of Sweden 
wishes to extend its greetings on 
the occasion of the centenary of the 
Communist Party of Australia.

Long live the Communist Party of 
Australia!
Long live proletarian internatonalism!
With comradely regards
Ilya Zorikhin Nilsson,
Internatonal Secretary
On behalf of the Communist Party of 
Sweden

COMMUNISTS OF 
CATALONIA

Dear comrades,
From Catalonia we want to congratulate 
the Communist Party of Australia on its 
100th anniversary. […]
In these 100 years, we communists 
have been in the forefront in the labour 
struggles, but also in the forefront of 
several democratic and social rights. 
For instance in Catalonia, for the right 
of self-determination, or in Australia the 
fight for aboriginal rights.
In this forthcoming important struggle, 
you can be sure that you will have your 
comrades from Catalonia by your side.
Secretariat of International Relations
Communists of Catalonia

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
THE PEOPLES OF SPAIN

Dear comrades,
On concluding our XI Congress, and on 
behalf of the new Secretary General, 
Comrade Julio Díaz, we convey our 
greetings and recognition from the 
Communist Party of the Peoples of 
Spain (PCPE) on the 100th anniversary 
of the founding of the Communist Party 
Australia (CPA). […]
In this complex situation, the celebration 
of the 100th Anniversary of the CPA 
finds the impetus to continue guiding 
the working class on its way to liberation 
and Socialism. 
Comrades, your century of existence 
helps you to overcome the obstacles as 
surely you have been able to do in many 
other moments.
LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF AUSTRALIA! 
Victor M. Lucas 
Acting PCPE RR II Secretariat
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Fayeza Khan

On the 13th October, at a construction 
site on Curtin University’s Bentley Cam-
pus, WA, a 23-year-old glazier appren-
tice, Jonnie Hartshorn, was killed while 
working. Jonnie fell 20 meters when a 
newly constructed glass roof collapsed 
beneath him. Two more workers were 
seriously injured and were taken to 
hospital and one remains hospitalised.

According to news reports that appeared 
after the tragic incident, concerns about the 
glass roof’s metal support had been raised 
by workers. The site had also been visited 
for inspection by WorkSafe at least three 
times in the last year.

In light of this incident and the delays in 
passing the Industrial Manslaughter Bill by 
the WA Senate, a snap rally was called by the 
construction union (CFMEU) supported by 
Unions WA on the 20th October under the 
slogan “Fight for Life”. The rally took place 
outside the state parliament and was well 
attended by 2,000 people. It represented a 
multitude of trade unions, as evidenced by 
the union flags, and the loved ones of those 
killed or injured at work. Three State Parlia-
mentarians also joined the swell of people at 
the steps of Parliament. CPA Perth members 
were also in attendance.

The rally was led by CFMEU state secre-
tary, Mick Buchan. Bibbulmun Elder Aunty 
Mingali welcomed everyone to country and 
said she was humbled by the large turnout. 
Secretaries of various unions, including 
Unions WA, Electrical Trades Union, Mari-
time Union of Australia, representatives of 
young CFMEU and the plumbing trade, all 
made speeches.

All speakers expressed their anger at the 
poor state of occupational safety, especially 
in construction, but also in other trades 
that result in fatalities or injuries. They also 
stressed the importance of having industrial 
manslaughter laws, not only as a means of 
some justice, but also as a means to prevent 
future tragedies.

Chants of “Pass the Bill” resonated 
throughout the rally, marking without mis-
take what the main demand of the rally was.

The Bill in question is the Work Health 
and Safety Bill 2019 (WHS Bill), which was 
first introduced in November 2019 in the 
Legislative Assembly. Having passed the 
Assembly, it was introduced to the Legisla-
tive Council in February 2020, where its 

most recent, third reading took place on 21st 
October, one day after the union-led rally.

Owen Whittle, Assistant Secretary Unions 
WA said on the day of the rally:

“Arcane parliamentary procedures mean 
that if the Work Health and Safety Bill 2019 
and its industrial manslaughter law reforms 
don’t pass in the next few weeks, then it will 
not be done before the March 2021 election.”

On 23rd October, the Bill was passed.
This is a comprehensive bill relating to 

work health and safety, which will replace 
the existing Occupational Safety and Health 
Act 1984 (WA) (OSH Act) and various other 
safety legislation, including the Mines Safety 
and Inspection Act 1994. The WHS Bill has 
several changes over the current Acts, such as 
widening the definition of “worker,” replacing 

the term “employer” with Persons Conducting 
a Business or Undertaking (PCBU) to include 
corporations, partnerships, government, 
charities and not-for-profit organisations, 
introduction of industrial manslaughter as 
a punishable offence, introduction of duties 
relating to consultation, cooperation and 
coordination, and inclusion of psychologi-
cal health.

It is noteworthy that a separate bill, 
Criminal Code Amendment (Industrial 
Manslaughter) Bill 2017, was introduced 
by Senator Alison Xamon (Greens Party) 
and is still current in the Legislative Council.

The Senator commended the passing of 
the WHS Bill while also expressing disap-
pointment that the penalties for industrial 

manslaughter are still not as severe as crimi-
nal manslaughter.

According to WorkSafe, as of 8th Octo-
ber, 121 workers have been killed on their 
job in Australia this year. In Western Aus-
tralia alone, one person is fatally injured in 
a workplace every 19 days.

The CPA fully supports the enactment 
of laws that penalise corporations and 
individuals for industrial manslaughter to 
the same degree as criminal manslaughter. 
To improve the work environment of all 
workers the CPA also advocates for rights 
for workplace union representatives, union 
representatives on company boards elected 
by the workers, and full inspection rights to 
workplaces for union officials.  

PERTH RALLY FOR INDUSTRIAL 
MANSLAUGHTER LAWS

Jen Blay

On 17th October, 6000 electors 
in the City of Perth cast their 
votes to appoint the city's new 
Lord Mayor. Media person-
ality Basil Zempilas won the 
vote by 29.44 per cent.

The news comes as a shock to 
those who observed his discrimi-
natory rhetoric towards Perth's 
population of homeless people. 
In a comment to The West Aus-
tralian in November last year, 
Zempilas stated that homeless 
people residing around the Hay 
St and Murray St malls must be 
"removed, forcibly, if that's what 
it takes." He went on to refer to 

the homeless as "disgusting" and 
"a blight on our city." 

This rhetoric is not simply 

tone-deafness. This echoes a 
shared sentiment among many of 
Perth's landlords, business owners 

and wealthy elites that homeless 
people are a stain on the City and 
need to be cleaned up, not helped. 
It evidences a complete lack of 
empathy, as well as highlighting 
Zempilas' priorities once in office. 

A recent article in WA Today 
estimates that 9000 people sleep 
rough each night in the Perth 
CBD. A review by the Depart-
ment of Communities in 2018 
showed Indigenous people make 
up twenty per cent of this figure, 
despite only representing three 
per cent of the overall popula-
tion. The overrepresentation of 
Indigenous people in the homeless 
community reflects deeper sys-
temic inequalities in Australia, and 

Zempilas' inflammatory remarks 
are hardly helpful in resolving 
these inequalities. 

In a mayoral election where 
the vast majority of voters were 
wealthy landlords and business 
owners, the working class have yet 
again been forgotten. The newly 
elected mayor has no concrete 
plans for providing accommoda-
tion or support for the homeless; 
his plan is to punish people for 
the economic circumstances they 
are in. The needs of the people of 
Perth are being cast aside in favour 
of the wants of the rich. Zempilas 
is completely out of touch with 
the City he is tasked to lead, and 
incapable of understanding the 
needs of the people of Perth.  

PERTH ELECTION RESULTS A SAD 
RESULT FOR CITY'S HOMELESS
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Hello comrades! Welcome to another week of Australian Communist History and Thought. This week is an 
incredibly important one on the calendars of communist parties around the globe: the anniversary of the October 
Revolution.

Thus, it is no surprise that this week, in our history section we look back at that glorious event. In Comrade 
Dixon’s article not only does he talk about the great advance of the October Revolution but also about its 
relevance to the Australian labour movement.

Given that we starting November with the October Revolution, the theme for our history section this month will 
be dedicated to the man chiefly responsible: Vladimir I Lenin. Here we will look at the commentary of Australian 
communists on Lenin’s work and writings. And, given that we are talking about the October Revolution this week, 
this week’s theory article talks about how a revolution must be conducted – via a popular uprising – not seized 
via a terrorist act. This article is written in response to communist-turned-anti-communist Cecil Sharpley who 
received widespread attention for the distortions and lies he spread about the Party which resulted in a Royal 
Commission into the Party’s activities in Victoria. Sharpley gave 110 hours of evidence to the Commission, which 
ultimately found his evidence to be unreliable.

This article originally appeared in Tribune May, 
1949.
One of the main tarradiddles of [Cecil 
Sharpley], which must even now be 
bringing a blush to the cheek of [his 
father] the Rev. Mr. Sharpley of Man-
gotsfield, England, is that Australi-
an Communists would welcome the 
arrival of the Soviet Army to impose 
socialism on the people by force.

A central point of Marxism-Leninism 
is that socialism not only shouldn't be, 
but couldn't be, forced on a people who 
didn't want it.

Marx spent much of his life hammering 
this truth home in opposition to anarchists 
like Blanqui and Bakunin, who advocated a 
form of "socialism" by conspiracy, behind 
the backs of the people, beginning by an 
armed coup.

Lenin was just as emphatic. Dozens of 
times he said that Communism couldn't be 
forced on the people.

As many times he added that a Socialist 
revolution would be impossible unless the 
majority of the working people not only 
wanted it, but wanted it badly enough to 
die for it.

"If the revolutionary party has no major-
ity in the vanguard of the revolutionary 
classes and throughout the country, then 
there can be no question of an uprising," 
he wrote in Will The Bolsheviks Retain 
State Power?

"To be successful, an uprising must be 
based not on a conspiracy, not on a party, 
but on the advanced class," he added in 
Marxism and Uprising. 

"The uprising must be based on the 
revolutionary upsurge of the people."

"A military conspiracy is Blanquisin," 
emphasised Lenin in A Letter To Comrades; 
"if the party has not on its side the majority 
of the people, as proven by objective facts." 

Only when this, and several other con-
ditions were fulfilled did Lenin favour an 
uprising against the Russian landlords 
and capitalists. It succeeded, with only a 
few score casualties in Petrograd, because 
Lenin judged correctly that the majority of 
the working people in town and country 
wanted it to succeed.

That's the only way a Socialist revolu-
tion could succeed anywhere, according to 
Lenin and Stalin. And since Cecil Sharpley's 
complaint against the Communist Party is 
precisely that it takes too much notice of 
what Lenin and Stalin said, he can hardly 
accuse us at the same time of disregarding 
the basic Lenin-Stalin requirement for a 
change in the social order.

Since Communists, from Marx onwards, 
have opposed introducing socialism by a 
minority coup of would-be domestic dicta-
tors, they would be still less likely to advo-
cate its imposition by a foreign army. Yet 
this is precisely what the Rev. Sharpley's 
boy says they do.

He says: "After the Bolshevik revolution, 
Lenin taught that revolution and socialism 
would come to many lands, not by the will 
of the people, but through invasion by the 
Red Army."

Somebody said that — so much we must 
concede to Cecil. Only it wasn't Lenin. It 
just happened to be Lenin's most bitter 
lifelong personal and political enemy 
— Trotsky. 

Even casual readers, who have never 
studied a Marxist text-book, know that it 
was Trotsky, opposing Lenin and everything 
Lenin had ever taught, who advocated a 
world-march by the Red Army to impose 
socialism.

"However," proceeds the son of the 
Mangotsfield rectory, "with the defeat in 
Germany and elsewhere of revolutionary 
Communism, Stalin dropped his text-book 
rule. He spoke of 'Socialism in one country' 
and of two systems, capitalism and social-
ism, living peaceably side by side."

So Comrade Stalin "dropped" Trot-
sky's text-book rule for world revolution! 
Apparently there are no limits to Comrade 
Stalin's genius. He can even "drop" a rule 
he has never picked up, and which, on the 
contrary, he has spent much of his life 
exposing and refuting.

Mr Sharpley and Sir Keith Murdoch may 
hope to sell a certain number of lies to the 
ignorant, but they can hardly expect anyone 
to believe that Stalin never read Engels, 
who wrote this to Kautsky in 1882 on the 
question of "imposing" socialism by force:

"As to what social and political phases 
these countries (the colonies — Ed. Trib.) 
will pass through before they likewise arrive 
at socialist organisation, we can today only 
advance rather idle hypotheses. One thing 
alone is certain: the victorious proletariat 
can force no blessing of any kind upon any 

foreign nation without undermining its 
own victory by so doing."

Sir Keith Murdoch and Mr. Warwick 
Fairfax could publish Sharpley in mil-
lions of copies without persuading anyone 
that Stalin didn't, from the outset, accept 
Lenin's discovery that socialism could 
be established in one country and didn't 
endorse Lenin's support for the right of all 
nations to self-determination, whatever 
politics they chose.

Nobody could be in or near our Party 
for six months, let alone fourteen years, 
without knowing that, as first Commissar 
for Nationalities, Stalin not only supported 
this policy, but carried it out.

Led by Lenin and Stalin the Bolsheviks 
wouldn't use force to retain Finland or 
Poland within the boundaries of Russia.

They wouldn't use the Red Army to lib-
erate the Uzbeks until the Uzbeks wanted 
to be liberated.

Replying to the Trotskyites, Lenin said: 
"Can we approach these Sarts (Uzbeks) and 
say, 'We shall overthrow your exploiters?' 
We cannot do this because they are entirely 
under the influence of their mullahs […] 
Communism cannot be imposed by force."

Lenin respected the views of the mul-
lah-loving Sarts, a small nation within the 
boundaries of the Russian Empire, but he 
was consumed with the desire to send the 
Red Army half way round the world to 
make Mr. Sharpley dictator of Australia!

When it got there, moreover, this 
mythical Red Army would apparently 
have found itself jostling with another 
army which, according to Mr Sharpley, 

was also to be encouraged into Australia 
by the communists.

"In line with Communist theory it would 
have suited the party if the Japanese had 
occupied Australia. […] Japan's military 
defeat of Australia would have created 
for us a rare opportunity," says Sharpley.

When the Japanese and other fas-
cist Governments of the last war seized 
a country, the first thing they did was to 
exterminate all the communists they could 
find. For example, the Nazis killed 75,000 
French communists and two-thirds of the 
Yugoslav Party. The Japanese shot the 
entire Central Committee of the Malayan 
Communist Party. Contrary to the brilliant 
theoretical discovery of the Mangotsfield 
Marxist, this didn't create a "rare oppor-
tunity" for the martyred parties.

What those parties have been able to 
achieve since then has been despite, not 
because of, their losses.

The [Communist Party of Australia] 
is, and has always been, just as far from 
wanting the Japanese here to exterminate 
it as from wanting the Russian Army here 
to enthrone it. That goes for any other 
armies which Sharpley may conjure here 
in the course of his highly lucrative flights 
of fancy.

The communists want a free, prosper-
ous and independent Australia. Many of 
them have laid down their lives for that 
ideal in war and peace.

They believe this objective can only be 
secured under socialism, and that social-
ism can be secured when, as is inevitable, 
the majority of working Australians want 
it and understand the necessity for it.  

LENIN SAID: "COMMUNISM CAN'T 
BE IMPOSED BY FORCE"
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R. Dixon
This article originally appeared in Tribune 
November, 1954.
With the great Socialist Revolution 
that took place in Russia in October, 
1917, a new epoch began for humanity.

Socialism was the objective of working 
class movements in all countries.

The working class in Russia, under the 
leadership of the Communist Party, were 
the first to break the fetters of capitalism 
and establish the political power of the 
workers. They were supported by the poor 
peasantry who had everything to gain by 
allying themselves with the working class 
movement.

The alliance of these two classes, the 
working class and peasantry, was the firm 
foundation upon which the Soviet system 
was built. 

All the efforts of the imperialists to 
destroy the newly established Soviet Socialist 
Republic failed. The wars of intervention, 
the Hitlerite invasion of the Soviet Union, 
the sabotage and treachery of the Trotskyites 
and other agents of capitalism, the blockade 
and the cold war were of no avail.

Socialism triumphed; the working class 
having overthrown capitalism and taken 
all political power into its hands, proved 
to be invincible.

It was the boast of the capitalists that 
they alone could manage modern industry; 
the working class, they sneered, were 
incapable of it. 

In the 37 years since the great Socialist 
revolution in Russia, this absurd claim of the 
capitalist class, which is regularly repeated 
by the Australian ruling class, has been 
thoroughly disproved.

During his recent visit to the Soviet 
Union, the British Labour leader Attlee 
said that Moscow had so changed since he 
was there in the 1930's that the only place 
he recognised was the Kremlin. That is true 
of the Soviet Union generally.

All the creative forces of the working 
people were unleashed by the revolution, 
and a vast transformation has taken place.

The backwardness and poverty of the 
old capitalist Russia has gone.

The Soviet Union has the most modern 
industry and agriculture. Whole factories 
and industrial processes are now completely 
automatic.

Atomic power has been applied to 
industry some years ahead of any capitalist 
country.

The great works of Communism, 
including the huge electrification schemes, 
the building of new industries, cities and 
towns and the plan to transform nature in 
the Soviet Union by the planting of forests 
and shelter belts, the changing of the 
courses of rivers, the making of inland seas 
and the development of mighty irrigation 
schemes — these are on a scale so vast as to 
be inconceivable under capitalism.

Contrast these developments in the 
Soviet Union with the position in the 
capitalist countries and we see the very 
opposite. In the leading capitalist country, 
the United States, unemployment is growing 
as factories close down.

Employers are resisting the introduction 
of new industrial processes. In some of the 
meet highly developed capitalist industries. 
Ford and General Motors, for example, 
certain mechanised processes are being 
abandoned in favour of reintroducing 
hand labour.

The capitalists fear the effects of the 
introduction of atomic power to industry 
and so wish to reserve it solely for war.

What do these things prove? Not only 
that the working class can manage modern 
industry, but that they must take over the 
control and management of industry if we 
are to progress.

The Socialist system of production is far 
superior to capitalist production; working 
class rule is far superior to the rule of the 
capitalist class.

The aim of Socialist production is the 
maximum satisfaction of the material and 
cultural needs of the people. Thus, in the 
Soviet Union, each year, as production 
increases, prices are reduced and standards 
of living rise.

Moreover, the Soviet Union is passing 
from Socialism into Communist Society. 
Under Socialism, people receive according 
to their ability, that is, for the work they do. 

Communism implies such an abundance 
of products that while every person gives 
according to his ability, goods are distributed 
according to the needs of the person 
concerned.

In other words, all the goods and services 
needed by the worker and his family are 
fully provided.

As production increases, the hours of 
work will be reduced to six and five hours 
per day. There will be more time for leisure, 
and for the cultural development of all of 
the people.

On this 37th Anniversary of the October 
Revolution the labour movement of Australia 
would do well to ponder the lessons of the 
Great Socialist Victory.

The Australian Labor Party and various 
trade unions have Socialisation of Industry 

as their objective but they do nothing 
about it. 

As a matter of fact, the right-wing leaders 
in the labour movement avoid even the 
mention of Socialism. They have retreated, 
also, from the policy of nationalisation. 

If we turn to the extreme right wing 
of the Labor Party, the Industrial Group 
leaders, we find open enmity to Socialism. 
Their professed aim is to fight Communism. 
which means, to combat the Socialist trend 
in the labour movement. 

The path of anti-Communism leads 
directly to fascism, to the most brutal fascist 
excesses against the working class.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Industrial Group leaders have abandoned 
even the traditional democratic positions of 
Australian labour and are ardent advocates 
of the aggressive and fascist policy of the 
most rabid enemies of the working class 
and Socialism, American monopoly capital.

Thus, at the very centre of the labour 
Movement are to be found the agents of 
imperialism.

A most serious gap in the Australian 
labour Movement is the lack, on a wide 
scale, of the understanding of Socialism. 
Because of this enemies of the working class 
are able, almost with impunity, to carry on 
disruption from within. 

It is most important, therefore, that the 
lessons of the October Revolution and the 
great Socialist achievements of the working 
class of the Soviet Union should be studied 
and popularised throughout the labour 
movement.  

THE REVOLUTION AND 
AUSTRALIA

The Socialist system of production is far superior 
to capitalist production; working class rule is far 

superior to the rule of the capitalist class
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Nick Roger

Despite a record high vote for Kanaky 
independence in the 4th October 
referendum, the success of the 
French loyalists has secured French 
imperialist rule until at least the 
Nouméa Accord’s third and final 
referendum in 2022.

The referendum has highlighted 
France’s desire to strengthen its role as 
an imperialist power in the Pacific. In 
addition to France’s Pacific settler colonies 
providing valuable natural resources and 
labour at exploitative prices, the Pacific is 
becoming a key battleground in the Cold 
War against China.

FRANCE’S PACIFIC 
COLONIES

French imperialism is built off 
colonialism. France maintains three major 
colonies in the Pacific, Wallis-and-Futuna, 
French Polynesia, and New Caledonia. 
These colonies serve the French empire 
through traditional means, such as new 
lands for Europeans to settle, new markets 
for capitalist expansion and exploitation, 
a new underclass of natives to exploit, as 
well as the extraction of natural resources.

This can be seen clearly in Kanaky. 
Increased pay for French public servants 
and military members promotes migration 
from French settlers, who make up twenty-
seven per cent of the population. These 
high wages, combined with the oligarchic 
local economy, has created an extremely 
high cost of living. As a result, ten per 
cent of the population of the rich capital 
of Nouméa live in makeshift squats, with 
native Kanaks making up the majority of 
squatters due to systematic oppression.

With around ten per cent of the 
world’s nickel reserves, New Caledonian 
colonisation ensures France cheap access 
to an increasingly diminishing yet essential 
natural resource. The nickel industry in 
Kanaky is dominated by private French 
companies, ensuring that not only the 
nickel itself, but the profits it provides 
are distributed to the French capitalist 
class, while Kanaky and its native people 
receive little investment or infrastructure. 
Despite the French claim that they provide 
massive investment and subsidies to their 
colonies, in reality, any money is unequally 
distributed, with natives being left in 
poverty.

France has the world’s second largest 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ), seven 
million out of eleven million square 
kilometres of which are in the Pacific. These 
EEZ provide crucial access to increasingly 
scarce maritime resources such as fisheries 
and deep water oil and gas resources. In 
2016 France was successful in gaining 
full membership to the Pacific Islands 
Forum for its colonies New Caledonia and 

French Polynesia. This has given France 
unduly influence over an organisation of 
independent countries seeking to develop 
the region through environmental, maritime 
security, fishery, and biodiversity policies 
which could challenge France’s Pacific EEZ.

While the economic interests of 
colonialism play an evident role in French 
imperialist policies in the Pacific, it is 
the rising Cold War against China that 
increasingly dominates French imperialist 
policies in the Pacific.

THE NEW COLD WAR 
AGAINST CHINA 

As the Pacific replaces the Atlantic as 
the international centre of trade, the rise 
of China challenges Western hegemony 
over the region. This has led to a sharp 
increase in Western military presence 
and Western-China tensions. France’s 
Indo-Pacific Strategy states that it aims to 
position itself as a settler of regional crisis 
and protector of shipping routes whilst 
“strengthening partnerships with the major 
regional players with whom we share the 
same values and interests.”

Despite claiming to want to “deepen 
[its] relationship with China,” France 
states clearly that they want to strengthen 
relations with China’s competitors in order 
to prevent China gaining hegemony over 
the Pacific and Asia. This can be seen 
through the 2012 Australia-France Defence 
Co-operation Agreement, membership of the 
Quadrilateral Defence Coordination Group, 

alongside Australia, New Zealand, and the 
US, as well as 2020 India-France-Australia 
trilateral Indo-Pacific group. These groups 
and treaties entail defence cooperation, 
port visits, joint military exercises, and 
arms deals as the four colonial Pacific 
powers seek to continue their domination 
of the Pacific.

During a Presidential visit from Macron 
in 2016, then Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull claimed that French and Australian 
cooperation serves to “preserve rules-based 
development in the region,” with Macron 
adding that “it’s important not to have any 
hegemony in the region.”

Similarly, Australian Defence Minister 
Marise Payne stated in 2020 that Australia 
“welcome(s) France’s ongoing commitment 
to the Pacific and its significant contribution 
to regional security and prosperity.” That 
Australia opposes national liberation is 
unsurprising, however it is clear that French 
Pacific imperialism plays a key role in the 
attempted containment of China.

In reality, Western cooperation is 
increasing to preserve its own hegemony 
in the Pacific, which is in itself antithetic 
to “development in the region.” This is 
a reaction to Pacific states coming to 
realise that relations with China are more 
beneficial, with less strings attached, and 
that Australia refuses substantive action on 
climate change which presents the greatest 
threat to Pacific islands.

France’s eager Pacific escalation 
highlights Macron’s determination to 
replace outgoing German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel as the de-facto leader of the 
EU. France’s aggressive Pacific Policy has 
been followed by Germany and the EU in 
the recent European Indo-Pacific Strategy 
which similarly claims to oppose Chinese 
Pacific hegemony, promoting the EU as 
necessary for a multi-polar world.

The reality which the West deliberately 
ignores is that the Pacific is under US 
hegemony, who control a vast network of 
colonies and military bases in the region. 
So too do the US and its allies, including 
France, participate in routine military 
aggression, particularly in the South China 
Sea. Blame is instead shifted to China, who 
has been accused of seeking to dominate 
the Pacific through subversive and military 
measures.

France’s escalating military presence in 
the Pacific is a reactionary strategy aimed 
at containing the rise of China. Rather than 
eclipse the US as claimed, France and its 
EU allies collude with the US against China, 
rendering France subservient to American 
interests.

French imperialism requires the 
maintenance of its Pacific colonies for 
their land to settle, markets for capitalist 
expansion, labour to exploit, and resources 
to plunder. In addition, French imperialism 
in the Pacific is increasingly a reactionary 
strategy that seeks to counter the rise 
of China, forcefully maintaining the US 
empire’s hegemony over the Pacific, which 
France in turn will benefit from.  

FRANCE'S INDO-PACIFIC 
STRATEGY: 

IMPERIALIST REACTION

Dear Editor,
I'm really enjoying the Guardian's 
coverage of Australian issues recently, 
but I wanted to write to you to thank 
you for the 'Australian Communist 
Thought and History' section, or, as 
I think of it, the 'Hello Comrades!' 
section – which is how you kick it off. 
The role of communism is a blank 
space in most people's knowledge 
of Australian history and I'm no 

exception – I have a lot to learn, 
despite having had a sometime 
communist grandfather.

Even when communism makes an 
appearance in our history, it's kept as thin 
as possible. For example, the 1978 Austral-
ian historical drama Newsfront dealt with 
Menzies' attempt to make the CPA an ille-
gal organisation via a referendum (which 
he lost) entirely through the referendum's 

affect on a Catholic character, with no party 
members appearing.

Newsfront is a great movie, but the 
approach of treating communism entirely 
through the reactions to it is all too common. 
I applaud the Guardian's educational work 
on this front, and look forward to learning 
more as you make communism in this coun-
try un-invisible.

Floyd Kermode
Melbourne
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The official celebration of the MAS-
IPSP was held in El Alto and attended 
by tens of thousands.

Social movements from around the 
country have descended on the city of El 
Alto, to attend the official celebration for the 
victory of the Movement Towards Socialism 
- Political Instrument for the Sovereignty 
of Peoples (MAS-IPSP).

It was called the "Grand cultural party 
for the recuperation of democracy" and 
included the presence of all peoples and 
nationalities of the country.

President-elect Luis Arce and Vice 
President-elect David Choquehuanca were 
in attendance as different regional groups 
and organizations paraded down the route 
on Avenida Civica, greeting the candidates.

The incoming executive was joined on 
stage by newly elected Senators, Lower 
House legislators and other union and social 
movement leaders of the MAS.

teleSUR spoke with Segundina Flores, 
leader of the Bartolina Sisa National Con-
federation of Campesino, Indigenous, and 
Native Women of Bolivia.

She said today is a festive day in cel-
ebration of the restoration of democracy 
to come, "This process won't end, it will 
continue for many years. That's why our 
peoples are going to govern ourselves, that's 
why today is a democratic party."

"Today, a democracy will return which 
is egalitarian, a democracy participatory, 
a democracy for all," said the national 
women's leader.

Vice President-elect David Choque-
huanca told teleSUR that today's celebration 
was a cultural manifestation of the Boliv-
ian peoples, "We are happy, there is a lot 

of hope on the faces of our brothers, who 
express their joy by dancing, showing our 
culture, that culture of brotherhood, of joy 
and happiness. The people have recovered 
their spirit, our people have recovered their 
"ajayu", their courage."

The official presentation of results and 
declaration of the winners of the 2020 

General Election took place on Friday even-
ing, in statements by Supreme Electoral 
Court (TSE) President, Salvador Romero, 
before press and electoral observers. Arce 
and Choquehuanca won the election, receiv-
ing 55.1% of the vote, beating out Carlos 
Mesa by over 26 points.
Both Arce and Choquehuanca served as 

ministers, of economy and foreign affairs 
respectively, under the government of 
President Evo Morales who served as 
campaign chief for the MAS.
Via teleSUR  

International

BOLIVIA'S SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 
HOLD MASSIVE VICTORY 
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His call for anti-fascist unity has particular relevance today with the rise of 
neo-Nazis and other extreme right-wing forces and economic crises facing 

capitalist states 
Send orders to infor@cpa.org.au or phone 02 9699 8844

or write to Books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
For international deliveries contact shop@cpa.org.au

Against Fascism 
and War
by George Dimitrov
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Interview with Dr Vicente Vérez Ben-
como, director of the Finlay Institute, 
discussing the new COVID-19 candi-
date vaccine, Soberana 2, unlike any 
other under development around the 
world.
Cuban science will reach another mile-
stone in the battle against COVID-19 
when authorisation to conduct clini-
cal evaluations of a second candidate 
vaccine against the disease is granted 
by the Center for the State Control of 
Drugs, Equipment and Medical Devic-
es (Cecmed).

Doctor of Science Vicente Vérez Ben-
como, general director of the Finlay Vaccine 
Institute, affiliated with the BioCubaFarma 
Enterprise Group, stated in an interview 
with Granma that the new candidate, given 
the name of Soberana 2, is an innovative 
vaccine, unlike any other under develop-
ment to confront the COVID-19 pandemic 
around the world.

Its novelty consists in being a conju-
gated vaccine, in which the antigen of the 
virus, the receptor binding domain (RBD), 
is chemically linked to a tetanus toxoid, he 
explained.

WHEN YOU MENTION 
THE VIRUS ANTIGEN, 

DOES THIS MEAN THAT 
IT IS USED IN THE NEW 
VACCINE CANDIDATE?
No, both Soberana 1 and Soberana 2 

are molecular vaccines or subunit vaccines.
This means that the vaccine antigen is 

a molecule which is a copy of the molecule 
present in the virus. To obtain it, the viral 
protein’s genetic information must be 
known, and using a genetic engineering 
process, this data is programmed into a 
cell from a higher organism known as CHO.

In this way, we are able to express the 
viral protein in a cell, which in this case 
constitutes the 'factory' for producing the 
viral antigen.

The re-programmed CHO cell pro-
duces copies of the virus molecule, which 
is extracted and purified at the Molecular 
Immunology Center (CIM).

The thinking behind the two Soberana 
vaccines is that the viral protein, which 
constitutes the vaccine antigen, is the same 
molecule. The two vaccines share a common 
process to obtain the viral antigen, and the 
difference lies in what is done subsequently.

HAVE CONJUGATED 
VACCINES BEEN 

DEVELOPED BEFORE IN 
CUBA OR THE WORLD?

This type of vaccine has been used, 
above all, in the prevention of bacterial 
infectious diseases.

The first conjugated vaccine developed 
worldwide was against Haemophilusin-
fluenzae type b or Hib, a bacterium that 
causes pneumonia and infant meningitis.

Cuba completed development of our 
vaccine against Hiben and registered it in 

2004, when it was included in the National 
Vaccination Program.

In ours, the Hib antigen was fabricated 
entirely via chemical synthesis, which has 
remained a one-of-a-kind, world scientific 
novelty to date. Today, it is included in 
Cuba’s pentavalent vaccine, of which more 
than 40 million doses have been produced 
for use not only in Cuba, but in other coun-
tries as well.

We have another conjugated vaccine 
in the development phase at the Finlay 
Vaccine Institute, which, in this case, is 
against pneumococci (the bacteria that 
causes pneumonia and infantile meningi-
tis). Clinical trials in children from 1 to 5 
years of age have already been completed, 
and the vaccine’s efficacy demonstrated. 
We are now working on productive scal-
ing, in order to register it within a short 
period of time.

WHAT PROPERTIES 
DISTINGUISH A 

CONJUGATED VACCINE, 
FOR EXAMPLE, FROM 

SOBERANA 1?
Known conjugated vaccines have two 

distinctive properties: they induce long term 
immunity and the antibodies generated not 
only offer protection against the disease, 
but also prevent the bacteria from colonsing 
the oropharynx of the person vaccinated. In 
case of a viral infection, such as COVID-19, 
we expect to find similar qualities.

CAN YOU TELL US WHAT 
IS EXPECTED IN THE 
CLINICAL TRIALS OF 

SOBERANA 2?

First, we expect to demonstrate that 
it is a safe vaccine, based on the record of 
other conjugated vaccines previously used, 
in addition to achieving a potent and long-
lasting protective immune response, just 
like Soberana 1.

Along with this, we expect that the 
immunity will reach the mucus mem-
branes of the respiratory tract to prevent 
entry of the virus, and this will be 
the candidate vaccine we will pro-
pose to administer in the pediatric 
population.

This is a good moment to men-
tion that all phases of research 
required in experimental animals 
for Soberana 2 have been conclud-
ed, demonstrating a powerful and 
effective immune response against 
the virus. Based on these results, we 
have asked Cecmed for authorisa-
tion to begin phase 1 clinical trials 
in healthy adults, and we expect to 
receive approval within a few days.

In addition to its safety, in the clini-
cal trials we will determine which of the 
immunological properties we expect are 
confirmed in the vaccinated subjects.

HOW MUCH PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE WITH 

SOBERANA 1?
As we have explained on other occa-

sions, Soberana 1 is also a molecular 
vaccine, which contains the same virus 
molecule, in this case in a formula that 
contains two adjuvants, which serve to 
strongly stimulate the immune response.

The first two formulations reported on 
the Mesa Redonda (television program) in 
August, have continued successfully through 
the clinical trial. The two different doses 
were administered to participants in the 
study and it was possible to verify their 
safety, with very few adverse side effects, 
all of them mild.

Over the next few weeks, the phase 1 
study will be completed with analysis of 
participants' immune response. We also 
expect a strong protective immune response 
from this vaccine that will last over time.

Additionally, we are rapidly develop-
ing three other formulas of the candidate 
vaccine, which began the phase 1 trial. This 
should allow us to select the best formu-
lation in order to advance to subsequent 
phases of clinical trials.

Both candidate vaccines are based on 
technological platforms that have been 
used previously in Cuba and around the 
world, to prevent other infectious diseases.

It is worth noting that the clinical evalu-
ation stage is not a formal stage, but the 
period established to assess and confirm 
in humans the desired protective response. 
It is the stage in which doses, treatment 
regimens, different age groups, and other 
aspects are evaluated.

Thus, timelines to achieve these results 
are required, which must be met to move 
through the different stages of clinical trials.

IN CONTEXT
On July 28th, 

Soberana 1, the first 
Cuban, Latin Amer-
ican and Caribbean 
candidate vaccine 
against COVID-
19, was tested for 

the first time in 

humans, an important achievement for 
Cuban science.

“The vaccine’s name reflects patriotism 
and the revolutionary, humanist 
commitment with which the work has 
been done, and also responsibility to the 
foundational, and when we talk about 
foundational, we are talking about the 
Comandante en jefe," Cuban President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel stated last August, in 
a meeting with experts who have been 
directly involved in the COVID-19 battle.

The vaccine has been achieved with pru-
dence, with moderation, without boasting, 
the President noted, and warned, at that 
time, that more social responsibility was 
necessary to avoid a resurgence of COVID-
19, and allow time to finalise the vaccine 
project in a better epidemiological situation.

The results of the candidate vaccine’s 
clinical trials will be available next January, 
and scientists working on the project are 
making a great effort with a view toward 
beginning immunisation of the population 
during the first six months of 2021.

This accomplishment is the result of 
the coordinated work of the Finlay Vaccine 
Institute, the Molecular Immunology Center 
and the University of Havana’s Chemical 
and Biomolecular Synthesis Laboratory.

The vaccine will provide the country 
technological sovereignty in the battle 
against COVID-19.

The Finlay Vaccine Institute has more 
than 30 years of experience in the devel-
opment of vaccines and a leader in the use 
of external membrane vesicle platforms 
(EMV). Orfilio Peláez via Granma  
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