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The centre-piece of the “Jobs Jobs
Jobs” federal budget is education and
training. But a closer look at the details
tells a very different story. It fails stu-
dents; it fails staff; it fails society. In
true neoliberal fashion, the measures
deepen inequalities in the education
system and society.

Spending on education, training, and
research are not directed to where they are
most needed. As the Treasurer stated, it
is a private sector-led budget. The private
sector, with its focus on profits, is incapable
of delivering what is needed.

From early childhood education through
to higher education and research, the budget
fails.

It was rushed through Parliament as
a single package, supported by the Coali-
tion, Labor and the Australian Greens.
The government ignored the International
Monetary Fund’s call for a recovery led by
the public sector.

FAILS EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

There is no funding commitment for
early childhood education and care beyond
the end of 2021. Even the government’s own
review into the area recommended funding
should be guaranteed for at least five years
at a time.

“It’s time to end the hand-to-mouth
annual funding cycles that the Coalition
government has subjected the preschool
sector to since 2013. Annual drip-feeding of
funding does not allow pre-schools to plan
for the future nor to retain and attract staff
on an ongoing basis,” Australian Education
Union (AEU) federal president Correna
Haythorpe said.

The temporary provision of free early
childhood education and childcare during
the pandemic proved extremely popular
and beneficial. It should be made perma-
nent and the “industry” run by community
and public sectors. Running childcare as a
for-profit concern raises conflicts of interest
issues between maximising profits and the
quality of service provided.

There is still no commitment to extend
universal access to pre-school education for
three-year-olds although strongly recom-
mended by the experts in the field.

It is not only the children who will be
disadvantaged by the Coalition government’s
failure to provide for affordable, quality, free
care. It would also enable many more parents,
mostly women, to study and participate fully
in the workforce.

Not a cent is allocated to cover an increase
in wages or staffing of centres, both of which
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BUDGET FAILS
ON EDUCATION

require an urgent injection of funds. The
work is highly skilled and carries enormous
responsibilities.

The long-term benefits socially and
developmentally to the children would be
immeasurable. At present access is not a right,
but largely a privilege dependent on wealth.

FAILS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Public schools account for two-thirds of
the students and private schools one third,
yet between the 2007-08 and 2016-17, com-
bined state and federal government funding
for public schools grew by twenty-two per
cent (adjusted for inflation), while public
funding for non-government schools grew
by forty-six per cent.

Nothing is allocated for capital expendi-
ture for public education, even though it
would have generated construction jobs
as well as provided much-needed new
classrooms, libraries, air conditioning, and
sporting facilities. In contrast this budget
sees the continuation of the $1.9 billion
set aside for private schools over the next
ten years.

“Investing in public education provides
funding to the students who need help the
most. There should have been an immedi-
ate injection of funding for extra support
with reading and writing for students who
may have fallen behind during the period of
remote learning. Public schools would have
been able to employ more teachers for smaller
class sizes and more one-on-one support for
every student,” Haythorpe said.

Public schools have done and continue
to do an amazing job during the pandemic,
adapting quickly to online teaching and
supporting their students. What does the
government do in return? Leaves them high
and dry with a shortfall of $19 billion, the
minimum required to meet the educational
needs of their students.

Students will suffer enduring conse-
quences from the government’s reactionary
policies.

FAILS TAFE

JobTrainer funding should not go to pri-
vate VET providers, which prioritise making
a profit over providing high-quality educa-
tional opportunities. “History has shown that
private providers do not provide the skilled
and highly qualified workforce to meet the
needs of a changing economy,” Austral-
ian Education Union Victorian president
Meredith Peace said.

“Questionable course quality, and the
aftermath of the billion-dollar VET-FEE
HELP rorts make private for-profit voca-
tional education providers unsuitable for
the vital task of rebuilding the economy,”
Peace added.

“Years of cuts have decimated TAFE with
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course and campus closures [one third have
closed], loss of teaching staff and high stu-
dent loan debts. Imagine if we had a stronger
TAFE going into this crisis, we would be in a
much better position to drive the recovery,”
Haythorpe said.

“Instead, we have a national skills crisis,
a critical shortage of apprentices at 200,000
less than when the Coalition came to govern-
ment, and the vocational education system
is in chaos, which will be exacerbated by this
budget’s drive to prioritise funding to low-
cost, low-quality private providers.”

Research by the Centre of Future Work
shows that the TAFE system generates an
enormous and ongoing dividend to the
economy far outweighing its cost. In other
words, TAFE more than pays for itself.

Students and society are the losers with
the cuts and the prioritising of the private
sector.

FAILS UNIVERSITIES

In the same sitting as the budget was
passed, the Jobs-Ready Graduates legisla-
tion was passed thanks to Centre Alliance
Senator Stirling Griff’s decisive vote.

Under Jobs-Ready, fees for humanities
and law will increase by anything up to 113
per cent. These fee hikes will more than fund
cuts in fees of up to sixty per cent or so for
other courses, such as sciences, nursing, and
mathematics.

The National Tertiary Education Union
(NTEU) estimates at least 12,500 jobs have
been lost in the sector and the losses are
likely to continue. It is difficult to know the
exact number as forty-five per cent of all
university employees are casual and another
twenty-one per cent are fixed term. They
can be laid off quietly, without consulting
or informing the union.
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This legislation will only deepen the
present crisis in funding and job losses.
Universities are reeling following the loss of
international students during the pandemic.
Once again students will be the ones affected,
with only the wealthy being able to pursue
courses with higher fees and course quality
inevitably declining due to loss of staff. They
are already feeling it.

There is a $1 billion funding increase for
university research but this measure hardly
makes up for the dramatic drop in overseas
student enrolments which universities have
traditionally relied on to significantly fund
their research programs.

“Rather than stepping in with a robust
support package, the Liberals and Nation-
als have pushed the cost of the crisis onto
students and the university workforce. Live-
lihoods and careers will be destroyed and
damaged by this legislation,” NTEU national
president Dr Alison Barnes said.

Universities Australia has estimated
revenue losses of $16 billion from 2020 to
2023. These figures do not take into account
the cost to students who face huge debts or
abandon the idea of university study.

The union will be campaigning for fair
funding for universities right up to the next
federal election.

Higher education is becoming more and
more of a privilege, as fees put it out of reach
of so many young and older people who wish
to study. The narrow-minded focus on “job
ready” devalues the concept of education.

The further Australia moves away from
a system of universal, free education, the
greater the inequalities and harm to society.
This is reversible with the cancellation of
funding to the private providers, increase
in funding to public sector and abolition of
fees. Education is a right, not a privilege! &
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Issue 1937

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
REQUIREMENT REEKS OF
WHITE SUPREMACY

In issue #1934 (“Australia values assimilation”), B
A Ford commented on the new Australian citizenship
test which is now focusing on “Australian values.” They
highlighted the hypocrisy of the Australian govern-
ment in committing itself to such values (e.g. “the
equality of men and women” while a gender pay gap
exists). Ford commented on the racism of the English
test component of the test which has now manifested
in a newer, uglier way.

Two weeks ago, Acting Minister for Immigration
Alan Tudge announced government plans to add an
English language requirement to partner visas. The
move came after the budget reveal.

“The ambition here is to support new migrants
to learn the English language so they’ve got the best
chance of getting a job, they’ve got the best chance
of fully participating in our society, and to ensure
and support our social cohesion,” he told SBS News
in an interview.

However, Labor Minister for Multicultural Affairs
Andrew Giles stated: “I really don’t see how the
standard of anyone’s English language proficiency is
relevant to their capacity to form a loving relationship
with an Australian.”

Statements about “social cohesion” also require
serious scrutiny. To borrow Australian National
University demographer Liz Allen’s opinion on the
new requirements, it “returns Australia back to
the sentiments of the White Australia policy.” This
new requirement presents a barrier that partners
of Australian citizens from places like New Zealand,
the UK, Canada, and America won’t have to face but
others from non-English speaking countries will; in
essence, privileging predominantly white people over
others.

Further enforcing the idea that the Australian gov-
ernment is attempting to block non-English speaking
immigrants is how sudden this decision was made
without consultation from immigration experts.

“This came out of the blue and we are still trying to
come to grips with this,” said John Hourigan, National
President of the Migration Institute of Australia. “We
don’t know exactly what all of this is going to involve
yet or how it is going to work [...]. The information
we are getting is exactly what everyone else is getting
through the media.”

Of course, Tudge has defended the requirement
stating: “Unless you’ve got English, it is so difficult
to get work, it is so difficult to participate in every
aspect of Australian society, and it places women at
more risk of domestic violence, because they might
not have the ability to communicate and get the sup-
port they need.”

Tudge’s comments, however, don’t comport with
history or the present when it comes to immigrants
and jobs in Australia. Modern Australia was largely
built by immigrants with little to zero English lan-
guage skills, by migrants that, at the same time, were
experiencing severe discrimination.

Furthermore, the sudden concern from the
Coalition in regards to victims of domestic violence,
who has sent the last three years cutting $35 million
from legal services that help such victims, is sur-
prising, to say the least. It is, of course, nothing but
moralising rhetoric to make this racist requirement
more palatable.

English is an incredibly important language for
citizens to know in order to function in Australia in-
dependently. However, if the Coalition is concerned
that without English immigrants will have a hard time
being employed or become vulnerable, the solution
isn’t to make English (a language not native to this
continent) a condition of their entry but to provide
free and accessible English language classes available
to these immigrants.

Many immigrants come to Australia with some level
of English and work hard to bring their families over
here so that they can have the opportunities afforded
to those that don’t live in developing countries. Here,
the Coalition is trying to rob those people who work
hard in our economy by creating artificial barriers
for them to be with the ones they love.
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CPA Statements
NO VISION OR PLAN

FOR THE

FUTURE.

A BUDGET OF MISSED
OPPORTUNITIES!

9th October

The Communist Party of Australia condemns
the “Big spend” that delivers little to nothing
for working people in this country. Currently
with low interest rates a spend of this magni-
tude had potential to deliver but this budget
misses the mark, said Andrew Irving, General
Secretary of the CPA.

The opportunity to spend with vision to position
Australia towards a more productive, vibrant and
sustainable future disappeared at the hands of the
Government. This budget confirms the lack of talent
and vision of the people running this country.

While China, Europe and others start to meet cli-
mate challenges, Australia has been named the worst
performing of all OECD countries on climate change.
Instead the government increases military spending.

This budget will do nothing to put the country in a
position to meet the inevitable future crises like more
bush fires, more pandemics. It fails even to address the
present COVID challenges that will persist if COVID
continues unabated and without a vaccine.

There is no plan for social housing; no plan for
cheaper, cleaner energy; no plan for childcare or to
address the crisis in aged care and no plan for jobs.
The only plan is to give to the wealthier end of town

sector. The emerging deficit at $213 billion and over
$1 trillion in debt by 2024 are massive, but they are
not an issue with interest rates so low. Or they would
not be if the government were spending this money
wisely. It is not.

The focus of the budget should be jobs and higher
incomes for those who are struggling, who are in need.
While Treasurer Josh Frydenberg sprouts the rhetoric
that “This budget is all about jobs,” the measures fall
far short of this claim, in fact they are more likely to
increase unemployment!

“The Communist Party of Australia is calling for
spending on social priorities that can make a real
difference to people’s lives such as affordable public
housing, properly resourced public hospitals and free
quality public aged care and spending on preventative
healthcare, mental health and expansion of the PBS.
The CPA is calling for the abolition of all University and
TAFE fees, expanded apprenticeships and increased
spending on arts and sports and free childcare,” said
Vinnie Molina, CPA President.

The Communist Party calls for serious action on
the climate crisis, such as building infrastructure
for renewable energy networks, expansion of public
transport, an end to subsidies to mining companies
and new taxes on the resource sector to pay to reme-
diate environmental damage.

and push jobseekers further into poverty.
The budget reads like a corporate budget that sets
the scene for the further privatisation of government

with most of the spending spree directed to the private

For media comment contact:
CPA General Secretary — Andrew Irving — 0419523886
CPA President — Vinnie Molina — 0419812872

ANTI-BASES CAMPAIGN:
BUDGET A SETBACK FOR
AUSTRALIA AND THE REGION

Frydenberg’s 2020-21 budget
confirms a profligate spend on
Australia’s military capabilities
that is unjustifiable from every
view point: strategic, econom-
ic, environmental and social.

The addition of a further $3
billion to the already allocated
$42.2 billion for 2020-21 will
see Australia acquire a military
capability grossly disproportion-
ate to its defence needs. The
planned capability will work less
as a deterrent to adversaries and
more as provocation and destabi-
liser, undermining national secu-
rity. It also undermines security
by diverting money from prior-
ity areas such as health and the
environment.

“The military budget is one
place where we can afford to cut
our expenditure as we face no
enemies and are not under any
threat of direct or indirect attack
by any state. Instead the govern-
ment has caved in to the pressure
from US and European arms cor-
porations and decided to spend
on weaponry like there is no
tomorrow” said Denis Doherty

from the Anti-Bases Campaign
Coalition.

“The Treasurer promised us
a budget ‘all about jobs’”, said
Doherty. “What in fact his budget
does is propose very inefficient,
uncertain and expensive means
to generate jobs, and the military
component of the budget exem-
plifies this.”

In 2017, US researchers com-
pared the number of jobs created
by the investment of $1 million
in various sectors: for every $1
million spent on defence, 6.9
jobs were created. The same
amount invested in health care
produced 14.3 jobs and in clean
energy 9.8 jobs.

The Australian govern-
ment plans to spend $45 billion
on defence. If ten per cent of
that amount were transferred
to healthcare, something like
64,000 jobs could be created in
our struggling health care system
and, in addition, we could be
better equipped to combat the
pandemic. If another ten per cent
went to clean energy, we’d have
about 45,000 jobs and could help

address the nation’s major secu-
rity problem, the environmental
crisis.

“Australia’s limited resources
would clearly be better spent on
shoring up our health system
than it would on upgrading mili-
tary hardware.

“Australian taxpayers may
ask if spending more than A$80
billion on 12 new submarines,
which security specialists say
will be out of date before they
are delivered, is a sensible use of
scarce resources when there are
more immediate and compel-
ling threats to our community,”
Doherty said.

“Where is the massive public
housing spend? Where is the
major health initiative? Where
are the environmental protection
measures?

“The Morrison government’s
budget has delivered a massive
setback to the people of Australia
which will make us poorer but
not safer or healthier,” Denis
Doherty concluded. &

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund
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FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS ON
FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY

Eileen Whitehead

In his excellent article, “What
does Freedom Really Mean?”
(Guardian #1932) Seamus
Carey opened the debate about
the real meaning of freedom.
This led me to contemplate
our contemporary miscon-
ception of democracy. We are
constantly told we’re living in
a democratic society, but what
we’re told and what we see and
experience are poles apart. In
fact, this contradiction is an
illustration of the dialectical
materialism of Karl Marx.

So what is so-called democracy?
The Ancient Greeks saw it as a
closed, self-governing community
of male citizens. The French in
their 18th century revolution, inter-
preted it as an expansive assertion
of popular sovereignty, whilst for
the Americans it meant self-reliant
individuals and small government.
After the Second World War democ-
racy became a universal aspiration
and Article 21 of the United Nations
Declaration of Human Rights, in
1948, states that “Everyone has the
right to take part in the government
of his country, directly or through
freely chosen representatives.”
Today every political regime claims
some form of democracy which is,
of course, a myth.

Carey made a valid observation
about people being free to “express
in any context whatever views they
wish,” with the apt qualification that
their view “reflected in governance

is regarded as decidedly secondary.”
And this is the crux of the matter.
How can we even consider we're
living in a democracy if our right
to take part in the government of
the country through chosen repre-
sentatives has been purloined by
powerful corporations who own and
control our elected representatives?

The “Land of the Free’ also
exposes the myth. The American
founding fathers abhorred democ-
racy, hoping to create what John
Adams called a “natural aristoc-
racy”: virtuous and talented men
governing on behalf of all. In a letter
to Thomas Jefferson, John Adams
actually expressed his caution about
the “stupidity” of the “numerous
multitude”: who Hillary Clinton
would later call “the deplorables”!

In 2007, eighty-six per cent
of Australians were satisfied that
democracy was working, today
that’s down to forty-one per cent.
No longer do they believe in “free
and fair” elections actually putting
people in government who will
govern for the good of all, as it’s
increasingly obvious that so-called
“democracies” aren’t delivering. In
fact only 8.5 per cent of Australians
feel that our federal government is
being run for the benefit of all, with
53.6 per cent believing it is being
run for the large corporations and
vested interests: the remaining
percent are prepared to believe it’s
50/50. Apparently, Dalia Research
reported, trust in governments
appears lower amongst people
living in “democracies” (sixty-four

Communist Party of Australia
Centenary Zoom Conference

100 Red Years Celebration

Friday 30th October 2020
7pm Sydney time

For Zoom details register at
president@cpa.org.au or sms 0419 812 872

Please register by 28th October

Dear Comrades,

This year we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Communist Party of
Australia (CPA). The Party was founded at a conference on 30th October

1920 at the Sydney Trades Hall.

From 1920 to today generations of communists have campaigned for

workers’ rights, peace, Aboriginal land rights, migrant and women’s rights,

social justice and much more. They have faced violence, jail, discrimination

and lies and slander but through it all they have maintained a fierce flame

of a commitment to fighting for their class and to building a socialist future.

They share an impressive history of courageous, committed, determined and

staunch struggle from 1920 to 2020.

Among a number of activities to celebrate this important milestone, we will be
holding an online forum via zoom on Friday 30th October 2020 from 7pm
Sydney time. While speakers will look back with pride, the main focus will be
our future tasks, especially working class struggles and the campaign to save
the environment and humanity by building a socialist society.

The Central Committee would be grateful if all Party members and friends

join us in this celebration.
In Socialism,

CPA Central Committee — October 2020

per cent) than those living in places
seen as undemocratic (forty-one
per cent).

I'm one of the 53.6 per cent. I
observe that 21st century “democ-
racy” has lost to corporate power,
which can currently be seen in the
battle with Google and Facebook
and, of course, fossil fuel corpora-
tions, for the survival of the planet.
For us to establish genuine democ-
racy and tackle these issues we need
political will.

Unfortunately, what we're
seeing are “strong” men being
elected, such as Trump, Erdogan,
Orban and Putin, in the hope they
will stand up for the people against
vested interests. None of them are
actually in favour of democracy, per
se. What is actually happening is
a conundrum because, as is being
proved, these men are destroying
democratic freedoms.

Nearly every modern regime
can be said to pay lip service to
democracy. One only has to look
back to the enormous people’s
protests to ban the bomb; anti-
Vietnam war; the US-invasion of

Iraq and many others, where people
have used their democratic right
to protest — sometimes success-
fully, often not. There are many
conspiracy theories about John
Kennedy’s assassination, but I
believe his support of Indonesia,
led by the communist President
Sukarno, in 1961, went against big
oil and mining interests who weren’t
interested in the bigger picture of
stability in the region. Just three
days after Kennedy had approved
the aid package on 19th November
1963 he was assassinated. Sukarno
had lost a staunch ally and also the
aid package. With his assassina-
tion and replacement by Lyndon
Johnson, the slaughter continued
both in Vietnam and subsequently
Indonesia. The possibility of rela-
tive peace in the region along with
Kennedy’s plan to bring Indonesia
closer to America and ease Cold
War tensions was never attained
due to CIA intervention.

I digress: so much for the good
of the people via democracy. Cur-
rently, Julian Assange is being cru-
cified because he dared to enlighten

people as to what was being done
in their name.

Is it possible that the Chinese
system makes as good, or better,
a claim at offering government
“for the people” as Western style
“democracies”? The undisputable
fact that 700 million have been
raised out of poverty might sup-
port this: in our times a seemingly
outrageous statement. Dreaming
about democracy is rather like
the romantic ideal of a loving
marriage lasting forever in which
one partner is not equal: perhaps
an arranged marriage and equal-
ity might be preferred? Carey’s
reference to China’s measures in
combating COVID-19 illuminated
the difference in cultures: socialist
policies that controlled the spread
successfully, or the “bourgeois ide-
ology, resulting in an inconsistent
mix of methods that have caused
widespread confusion, fear and
unnecessary suffering and death.”

I'll stick with Marx. &
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This is the third in a series of contributions to the Red Women
Competition being published in the Guardian during the month of
October, as part of the Communist Party’s centenary celebrations.
The stories of the revolutionary women all too often go unheard,
yet they lead a life of courageous struggle for a better world and
socialism, alongside their male comrades. The results will be

RED WOMEN:

announced in next week’s Guardian.

Eileen Whitehead

Born in Preston, England, in
1942, and growing up in the
very austere surroundings of
London after World War Two,
may well have produced the
early and strong socio-political
acumen which has influenced
Dr Hannah Middleton. Her
father, Alex, was a scientist for
the National Coal Board, and
her mother, Peggy, became a
teacher after the war. It was
a household where politics
were constantly and passion-
ately discussed and practised:
Hannah accompanying her
mother, when eight or nine,
collecting signatures for the
Stockholm Peace Appeal. Aged
sixteen, she was arrested dur-
ing the “Committee of 100”
civil disobedience campaigns
and participated in the annual
Aldermaston peace marches.

While serving on Greenwich
Council, Middleton’s mother was
elected Mayor and, because of her
husband’s unavailability, chose
Hannah to be Mayoress, which
duties she fulfilled during 1960-61.
Meanwhile, Hannah enrolled at
the School of Oriental and African
Studies at the University of London,
also joining the Communist Party
of Great Britain in 1962, where she
worked in the Party’s international
section.

As part of her course, she spent
three months in northern Nigeria,
practising the Hausa language, and
studying the impact of colonialism
on the language. After graduating in
African Studies (BA Hons) in 1964,
she had a variety of jobs, including a
spell with the African Section of the
British Broadcasting Corporation
in 1965. She spent time organising
fund-raising concerts for medical
aid to Vietnam, and later moved to
the German Democratic Republic
(GDR — East Germany), working
there for three years until 1968 as
a lecturer in English language in
institutions at Humboldt Univer-
sity, Berlin.

In 1968 Hannah became a post-
graduate scholar in social anthro-
pology at Humboldt University, and
between 1970 and 1971, carried out
fieldwork in Australia, living for
eleven months with the Gurindji
people of the Northern Territory.
In 1972 she presented her doctoral
thesis, The Land Rights and Civil
Rights Campaign of the Gurindji
at Wattie Creek.

She emigrated to Australia
permanently two years later and

joined the Socialist Party of Aus-
tralia (SPA) in 1974. She worked as
a lecturer (later senior lecturer) in
Sociology and Social Anthropology
in the School of Sociology at the
University of New South Wales
until 1980.

Hannah left the university to
become a full-time activist working
for the SPA in 1980, when asked to
become a journalist for its news-
paper, The Guardian: becoming
its editor in 1985 for three years.
During this time she also served as
Party Education Officer.

Hannah has always worked
for world peace, and in 1986
was a founding member of the
AABCC — Australian Anti-Bases
Campaign Coalition — being its
national spokesperson from 1988
until the present day. The AABCC
is a national coalition of Austral-
ian organisations researching and
producing information about, and
campaigning against, the foreign
military installations (primarily
the 30 United States bases) on
Australian soil.

This involved her writing sub-
missions to government enquir-
ies, and various articles, leaflets,
conference papers, etc. A protest
at the US military facility at Nur-
rungar in South Australia in 1991
saw her arrested for a breach of the
peace. She faced the same charge
when arrested during the 1991 Stop
AIDEX campaign against Austral-
ian involvement in the arms trade.
Her work with the AABCC sought
to develop relations between peace
groups across the Asia-Pacific
region, working with groups in
Fiji, the Philippines, South Korea,
Japan, and Kanaky.

1991 proved a busy year for
Hannah as she was also involved
in the “Bring the Frigates Home”
coalition as the founder member
and full-time worker, campaign-
ing against the Gulf War. She
worked tirelessly on the campaign
against the US sanctions on Iraq
and, during the actual invasion,
was active in the leadership of the
“Walk against the War” coalition,
becoming the co-Convenor of the
Sydney Peace and Justice Coalition.

1993 saw Hannah become the
President of the SPA.

Hannah was again arrested in
1996 for occupying Prime Minister
Keating’s office in an East Timor
protest. In 2007 she organised for
two activists from Hawaii to come
to Australia for the Talisman Sabre
war games protests and, in 2008,
she was awarded the Quakers’
Donald Groom Fellowship for her

Australia
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submission to bring two indigenous
Chamoru from Guam to Australia
for a speaking tour.

Hannah worked as campaign
manager for the Asbestos Diseases
Foundation and was campaign
officer for the Australian Lawyers
Alliance for a number of years
before becoming Executive Officer
of the University of Sydney’s Sydney
Peace Foundation from 2006 to
2012, when she retired from paid
employment — but not political
activity. The Foundation awards
the Sydney Peace Prize, Australia’s
only international prize for peace.

In 20009, after the death of the
long-time General Secretary, Peter
Symon, the CPA elected Hannah, as
its first female General Secretary.
Throughout her career, Hannah
has passionately fought for peace,
equality, justice, and socialism.
In 2015, after Edward Snowden
had “leaked” US National Security
Agency intelligence, indicating the
increased satellite communications
surveillance capability amongst its

HANNAH MIDDLETON

Five Eyes partners, Hannah, with
Denis Doherty, wrote a penetrating
piece fully explaining the implica-
tions of Australia’s involvement in
any future conflicts in our region
due to the presence of the US spy
base at Pine Gap.

Currently, Hannah also writes a
bi-monthly newsletter distributed
in Sydney’s inner west, in support
and defence of public housing.
Her innate concern for the work-
ing class has never abated and has
seen many articles written over the
years. Especially relevant in 2020
is her article “Racism in Australia,”
written for the Australian Marxist
Review (Issue 37), in April 1997,
epitomising her attitude towards the
racism and inequality perpetuated
in Australia up to the present day:

“Racism makes it possible for
capitalism to sustain and continue
its exploitation of the multinational
working class in Australia and its
original theft of the main means
of production, the land, from its
Aboriginal owners. The appeal of
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the corporate rich to the public to
accept greater sacrifices is accom-
panied by a sharp increase in the
use of racism as a weapon to divide
and rule.”

Her knowledge of the colonial
history of Australia and her under-
standing of it from the indigenous
viewpoint has seen her write many
articles detailing the injustices
suffered by both Aboriginal and
Islander people and the Austral-
ian working class. She sees the two
groups aligned in the same battle
against political forces and multi-
national monopolies: one fighting
to save their jobs and the other
fighting for land and mineral rights.

Hannah has provided an unerr-
ing “finger” on the political pulse of
this country for half a century and
in her own words, believes:

“It is not sufficient to state the
aim of establishing a socialist Aus-
tralia. It will not just fall into our
laps — it will have to be argued for,
popularised, and fought for.” @&

In 2009, the CPA elected Hannah,
as its first female General Secretary.
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Kim Jong Un, supreme leader of the
Party, state, and armed forces of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Koreq,
delivered a speech at the military
parade held in celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the founding of the
Workers’ Party of Korea.

The following are some excerpts of the
speech.

Dear comrades,

The founding anniversary of our glo-
rious Party has come.

The night of great glory has come.

At last, on this glorious night, we are
greeting the Party’s founding anniversary
of this year, which was beset with unprec-
edented difficulties; I don’t know why, but
this fact alone moves me too much.

Greeting the 75th founding anniversary
of our great Party, I, on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea,
extend heartfelt congratulations to all those
who have glorified this October holiday with
great honour and pride.

I extend warm thanks and congratula-
tions to all our people. [...]

At this very moment, many of our service
personnel are courageously striving on the
anti-epidemic front and at the rehabilitation
project sites far away from this glorious Kim
Il Sung Square in defence of the security of
the state and safety of the people.

Our army is performing its mission as a
motive force of national defence with such
credit in the face of unforeseen challenges
posed by the epidemic and the forces of
nature, as well as the military threats by the
hostile forces. [...]

Availing myself of this opportunity, I
offer my heartfelt consolation to all those
around the world who are still combating
the disease caused by the malignant virus,
and do pray from the bottom of my heart
that health, happiness, and laughter of all
people would be guaranteed.

I also send this warm wish of mine to
our dear fellow countrymen in the south,
and hope that this health crisis will come to
an end as early as possible and the day will
come when the north and south take each
other’s hand again. [...]

The fact that we have defended all our
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people from the harmful epidemic disease
sweeping the whole world can be said to be
a natural duty and success of our Party. [...]

For our Party, the life of every one of
our people is more precious than anything
else, and their good health means the very
existence of our Party, state, and everything
on this land. [...]

But [without] such excellent people
who worry, care, and protect one another
and [...] [their] socialist society, in which
these people live in cooperation with a high
sense of patriotism and a high level of self-
consciousness, we would not have prevented
the horrible catastrophe.

As all our people turned out as one in the
struggle for defending their state, themselves
and their children, becoming the motive force
of the anti-epidemic work of their own accord,
the country’s anti-epidemic sector which was
backward and lacking in everything could
be revitalised, and anti-epidemic stability
which is inconceivable to others could be
maintained. [...]

Our people have always been grateful to
our Party, but it is none other than them-
selves who surely deserve a bow of gratitude.

Over the past 75 years our people have

supported the Party single-heartedly and
defended our sacred revolutionary cause
by shedding sweat, and even their blood,
unsparingly and unhesitatingly. [...]

Our people have placed trust, as high as
the sky and as deep as the sea, on me, but I
have failed to always live up to it satisfacto-
rily. I am really sorry for that.

Although I am entrusted with the impor-
tant responsibility to lead this country
upholding the cause of the great Comrades
Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il thanks to the
trust of all the people, my efforts and sincer-
ity have not been sufficient enough to rid our
people of the difficulties in their life.

Our people, however, have always
believed and absolutely trusted me, and
supported my choice and determination,
whatever it is.

Even if it may mean suffering more, our
people’s trust in me and our Party is always
absolute and steadfast.

Such ardent and sincere trust and encour-
agement is the most valuable wealth for me,
which cannot be bartered with, for any fame
or millions of tons of gold, and inexhaust-
ible strength which encourages me to have
no fear and know no impossibility.

As I enjoy this greatest trust which no
one in this world can ever expect, I have
been able to confront without hesitation
all manner of challenges remembering the
mission and will to make selfless, devoted
efforts for the good of the people, jump into
do-or-die battles, which would lead even to a
war, and uncompromisingly cope with these
unprecedented disasters in history.

I will cherish it as the highest honour
to have, serve and struggle for such excel-
lent people.

I solemnly swear once again in this place
that I will live up to the people’s trust without
fail even if my body is torn and crushed to
pieces on the way of defending their great
trust and that I will remain faithful to that
trust. [...]

Let us all advance vigorously towards a
bright future of socialism, towards a fresh
victory!

Finally, I once again extend thanks to
all the people for being in good health free
from any disease.

And I also extend my heartfelt thanks
to them for invariably trusting in our Party.

Long live our great people!” &

On October 7, 2020, after five
and a half years, the trial of the
fascist, criminal organization
“Golden Dawn” was complet-
ed, which was delayed under
the responsibility of SYRIZA
and New Democracy (ND)
governments.

The huge amount of evidence
that emerged during the hearing,
left no doubt that the criminal neo-
Nazi organization “Golden Dawn”
is responsible for the murder of the
anti-fascist musician Pavlos Fyssas,
the murderous attack on the Egyp-
tian fishermen, the attack against
communists and trade unionists of
PAME, and dozens of other attacks.

The court characterised the
“Golden Dawn” as a “criminal
organisation” and convicted its

THE PEOPLE DEMAND
THE NAZIS TO BE IMPRISONED!

leadership. A total of 68 neo-Nazi
senior party members were accused.
The specific sentences are expected
to be announced in the coming days.

Tens of thousands of workers
and young people gathered out-
side the court early Wednesday
morning, following the call of trade
unions, students and pupils’ asso-
ciations, demanding the exemplary
punishment of the Nazi criminals.
Particularly massive and militant
was the presence of the All Work-
ers Militant Front (PAME) forces.
Similar mass demonstrations took
place in all major cities of Greece,
observing the necessary measures
against the pandemic.

The General Secretary of the
CC of the KKE, Dimitris Koutsou-
mbas, attended the demonstration

and the announcement of the court
ruling in the courtroom, and made
the following statement:

The court, guided by the
truth and with a multitude
of evidence, today convicted
the Golden-Dawn murderers.
This conviction must be
accompanied by the exemplary
punishment of the offenders,
namely the imposition of
maximum sentences and

of course imprisonment.

The trial also revealed the
“tentacles” and connections
of the Nazis, which make
them even more dangerous.
No complacency is allowed.
The most important is that
the people deal with the root

of this evil, by overthrowing

the system that hatches the
snake’s egg, i.e. Nazism,
fascism. That is why the
words of the poet are very
timely: “You have to deeply
understand fascism; it will not
die alone, you have to crush
it”.

The KKE, which has been at the
forefront of the people’s struggle to
condemn the Nazi organization and
its crimes, greeted the thousands of
protesters across the country that
demonstrated with the demand
“Nazis in prison”. It denounced,
at the same time, the pursuit of
the government and the police to
disperse the massive popular dem-
onstration in Athens, on the pretext

of the actions of a small provocative
group. In spite of those disturbed by
the outcome of the court ruling and
the mass demonstration, this plan
has come to nothing, as the demon-
stration continued and thousands
of protesters marched, conveying
a message of optimism and uplift
across Athens. The demonstration
ended outside the parliament, in the
centre of the Greek capital, where
a minute of silence was observed
in honour of the victims of fascism.
The protesters demanded that
the maximum sentences be imposed
on Nazi criminals and that they are
sent to prison, stressing that they
will oppose any attempt of fascist
poisonous perceptions and actions
to resurface.
Communist Party of Greece @
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Hello comrades! Welcome to another week
of Australian Communist Thought and
History. This week continues our look into
Party theory with an article on Party work
and organisation. Here, the author Don
McDonald raises the importance of how
the Party must work to bring the Party to
the people.

In our History section, we have a message
from the CPA on the 90th anniversary
which highlights the history and the task of
the Party.

Australian Communist Thought and History
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PARTY ORGANISATION

Don McDonald

This article originally appeared in the Australian
Marxist Review September, 1978.

The Socialist Party (now Commu-
nist Party of Australia) is based on a
number of principles which makes it
different from other political parties.
It firstly bases itself on the theory of
the united front. It is a unifying force,
which bases itself on a class approach
to all questions.

Secondly, it is internationalist in out-
look, it takes an internationalist class
approach to all questions throughout the
world. It places great value on the achieve-
ments of the world working class move-
ment in regard to bringing about socialist
governments in numerous countries, which
now constitute the Socialist world.

Thirdly, it is based on the industrial
working class, although it places great
emphasis on building alliances with the
students, intellectuals, small business people
and the farmers. It places special emphasis
on the industrial proletariat because it is
the best organised group within society, it
is the most disciplined and the most sup-
pressed and it holds the most power and
is the force most capable of bringing about
fundamental social change.

Fourthly it bases itself on the principle
of democratic centralism in regard to its
internal party organisation, which enables
the widest and greatest amount of demo-
cratic discussion, but then is able to com-
mand one voice in the application of its
policies, which is so vital in revolutionary
and strike situations.

The basis of our strategy is a Marxist
understanding of the social sciences of
society, such as economics, philosophy, and
history. Because we have a basic understand-
ing of these sciences, we understand that
the motive force behind the development
of society is the productive forces, which
itself is motivated by the class struggle itself.
Because we are armed with the science of
Marxism we are not only able to understand
and interpret developments which take place
in society, but we are more able to advance a
strategy to deal with such developments. It
is for this reason that a small Marxist party
is able to exert enormous influence and
leadership in the mass movement.

Marxism gives us the ability to avoid
getting caught up in side issues. It enables
us to identify the main enemy, because we
adopt a class approach and it enables us
to advance unifying issues. It enables us
to judge the level of the movement and
avoid getting caught up in elitism, short-
cut approaches, which deny the need to
develop the mass united movement and it
finally enables us to be able to not only help
workers in realistic tactics to squeeze con-
cessions out of the system, but to develop
the ideological understanding of the cause
of their problem and the need for socialism
as the only ultimate solution.

Comrades, can we suggest that the work-
ing class can do without a party like this?

Has it not been pointed out that with-
out a Marxist theory, based on Leninist
norms of party organisation there can be
no socialist revolution?

WITHOUT
A MARXIST PARTY

The working class would be leaderless, it
would be reduced to spontaneous uprisings,
only to be crushed until the next uprising.

The problem with our party is that it is
not big enough. In many vital areas of the
progressive movement our party is not heard
because we have no activists and in others
our voice is not loud enough.

Comrades, how many activists have we
got in the Uranium Movement, The Right
To Work Campaign, the AUS or the struggle
against education cutbacks?

We have to tackle our weaknesses in an
organised and disciplined way and develop
a plan at all levels of our organisation, to
strengthen our position.

A serious party like ours has to adopt a
Marxist approach of applying criticism and
self-criticism of our work.

I therefore would like to suggest what I
see are some of the problems and weaknesses
of our work in building the party.

Firstly, there is a tendency to do excellent
work in the trade union and other move-
ments in building up good rally’s, marches,
conferences and so on, around the needs of
the people, but then a failure to take advan-
tage of this good work by not advancing the
party. Secondly, there is a tendency to see
oneself as a spectator, rather than an activist.

Examples of this can be seen in the
failure to sell the Socialist. At the last May
Day our Comrades did a good job in grass
roots work in building up good attendance,
but on the day when all of the cream of the
labour movement came together, we almost
abandoned the sale of progressive literature
to the Trotskyists, the CPA, and the Maoists.
Only a handful of members tried to draw
those in attendance to the SPA by selling
the Socialist.

The same thing happened with the Citi-
zens for Democracy rally. While a lot of our
members were sitting in the Town Hall,

AND ACTION

brigin ”
the Party to

the people

listening to the speeches, outside there was
a horde of Trotskyist selling literature to the
conscious people who attended.

The election rallies when the Whitlam
Government was sacked and mass stop work
meetings hold a similar story.

A great deal of the grass roots work in
making these events successful is done by
SPA members, but when the events take
place, SPA members who attend tend to
bury themselves in the crowd instead of
canvassing for support and drawing the
conscious elements to the SPA, not only by
selling the Socialist, but by inviting them to
our functions.

Another example is that many of our
activities are only attended by our own
members. In my view, this reflects either:
1. A failure to see these functions as a

means to introduce new people or
2. A failure to understand the need to

introduce new people or
3. Theisolation of our members from
people that can be influenced.

Many of our trade union comrades
tend to only see the party as the means to
assist them in their day to day problems to
squeeze concessions out of the system. Our
trade union comrades do an excellent job in
developing broad, militant, united struggles
of the workers to win concessions, but there
is a tendency to leave it at that. Not to be
able to get beyond the point of taking up the
problems in a militant successful way, not to
get to the point of developing the ideologi-
cal questions about the basic problems and
the need for Socialist consciousness, even
less time comrades, to develop the people
they influence into socialist consciousness,
expressed in an organisational way by way
of party membership.

The time is right, all conditions are
favourable for us to go on to the offensive
to build our party.

Our policies are correct, the objective
conditions are right, there are hundreds of
progressive struggles taking place, such as

the economic struggle, Citizens for Democ-
racy, Uranium and Peace, Migrants, Welfare
cutbacks, Government spending, unemploy-
ment etc. What we have to do comrades, is
to integrate ourselves and identify ourselves
with these struggles.

We have to be seen as the representatives
and best fighters around the issues of these
movements. We have to win their respect
by example, in order to be able to influence
them with Marxist concepts and policies.

We have to do a lot of work in our party to
organise schools and discussions on the need
to develop an understanding of the relation-
ship between the mass movement and the
party, on the relationship between militant
reformism and revolutionary struggle, on
the need and the way to advance socialist
consciousness, on the need to use initiative
and on the need to draw up detailed plans
and set individual responsibility.

Our activists in the mass movement
should be seen and known as SPA members
wherever possible.

In conclusion, I would like to say that we
cannot assume the leadership of the working
class. We have to earn it. We have no guar-
antee that we will be the leadership when a
revolutionary situation develops in Australia.
Maybe it could be the Trotskyists, maybe the
Maoists, maybe the Anarchists or the CPA,
which of course, would lead to its defeat with
untold sufferings and setbacks. Therefore,
we have a duty and a responsibility to build
the organisation and influence of our party
in membership, sales of the Socialist, finance
and ideological clarity. To get beyond the
point of being militant reformists, to cor-
rectly understand the relationship between
the mass movement and the party, we have
to realise that our party won’t automati-
cally be on top in a revolutionary situation.
It won’t automatically build itself. We have
to get out and do it by using our own indi-
vidual initiative. Every member should be
encouraged to accept some commitment to
help build our party. @



Guardian

This article originally appeared in The Workers’
Weekly Guardian October, 2010.

Saturday October 30 will be the 9oth
anniversary of the founding of the Com-
munist movement in Australia. On that
day in 1920 a disparate group of mili-
tant socialists came together in Syd-
ney to form a party of a new type, the
Communist Party, the Australian sec-
tion of the Communist International.
The new party got off to a shaky start
and it has suffered from a number of
splits, official harassment and other
attacks over the decades. But for all
of those setbacks it can be said that
there is hardly an aspect of the politi-
cal, social and cultural life of the coun-
try that has not been influenced — and
influenced greatly for the better — by
the Communist movement.

It is well worth celebrating this occa-
sion and looking forward to the resurgence
of the Communist movement in Australia.
The fortunes of the labour movement in the
country have risen and fallen with those of
the Party. Over those 90 years, in the proud-
est episodes of resistance to exploitation by
Australian workers — on the waterfront, in
the mines, on the railways and elsewhere —
Communists have shown the way.

At times of confusion and setback, such
as occurred with the introduction of the
Prices and Incomes Accords in the 1980s,
there was not a clear lead from all sections
of the Communist movement. This was in
spite of strong warnings by the Socialist Party
of Australia, which since 1996 has resumed
the name Communist Party of Australia. The
“Accord” years damaged the trade union
movement and set back workers’ interests.

Australian Communist Thought and History

90 YEARS OF THE COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT IN AUSTRALIA -
PROUD PAST, BRIGHT FUTURE
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SETBACKS IN
THE BATTLE OF IDEAS

The relative decline in influence of the
Communist movement in recent decades has
left the labour movement vulnerable to the
capitalist economic offensive and disarmed
it in the battle of ideas. Nowhere is this more
evident than in the Australian Labor Party
where the privatising, pro-corporate, anti-
union agenda holds sway against limited
opposition. The labour movement in the
main snapped its own ideological moorings
in this period and ceased to recognise the
irreconcilable class interests at work in the
economy and society.

The consequences of this have been grave.
Labor governments have been under little
pressure so far to deliver on the demands
of the Australian people. Currently, their
wishes for a better industrial relations
environment are being frustrated. So are
their calls for appropriate action on climate
change, stronger public health and education
systems. A solid majority want Australian
troops out of Afghanistan but they remain
stuck in that expanding war to shore up US
geopolitical interests.

Looking back, the wealth divide in Aus-
tralia has blown out to a degree unimaginable
just a few decades ago. Corporate welfare has
been on the rise with taxpayers contributing
billions for infrastructure used to produce
private profit. Workers have compulsorily
provided another pot of money for private
investment with their foregone wages locked
up in superannuation funds. Tertiary students
now pay dearly for the education that used
to be provided for free.

The cost of housing has skyrocketed;

public housing has dwindled. Public utilities
and enterprises have been gifted to the private
sector. Aboriginal people have been robbed
of their national voice, ATSIC. Australia
has joined one US military adventure after
another and squandered billions of dollars
on weapons. The list of negative develop-
ments flowing from the ideological retreat
of the labour movement is a very long one.

Elsewhere in the world, the fortunes of
Communist parties have varied. Where they
form the government, as in China and Cuba,
the people of those countries are cementing
their independence and developing their
economies. Notable for us is that where
there is a strong and influential Communist
Party in a capitalist country, as in Greece,
there is stiff opposition to the attacks on
workers’ living standards being imposed by
neo-liberal governments as they response to
the global capitalist crisis.

BUILDING THE CPA -
URGENT TASK

The job of building a strong Communist
Party of Australia is an urgent one. We have
suffered a grab back by employers of work-
ers’ gains during the current economic crisis.
While the Australian economy has been
sheltered to some extent by strong demand
for resources — mainly from China — the
outlook for the global capitalist economy
is bleak. Australia will not be spared. More
privatisation is being planned, particularly
in the area of health and education. The
overarching objective of neo-liberal gov-
ernments to shed their social obligations is
being worked out in Australia, too.

A shift to the left is not the only possible

outcome of economic crisis. A turn to the far
right is also possible. Fascism grew out of
the suffering of the Great Depression and it
appears the right is on the march in the US at
this very moment. The Gillard government
is accommodating this xenophobia rather
than leading and educating the community.

The other major crisis facing the whole
of humanity is climate change. The Gillard
government may be under more pressure
to take steps in response as a result of the
increased representation of Greens in the
federal parliament. But it is not enough.
The measures will most likely be grounded
in the same “market economy” thinking that
got the planet to this perilous point in the
first place. Unless socialist ideas come to the
fore in the debate about how we should live
and work in the future, the possibility of a
sustainable Australia in a sustainable world
economy will be remote.

It used to be said that the Communist
Party was the conscience of the labour move-
ment in Australia. The existence of a strong
party working for a fundamental change in
social relations and the economy undoubtedly
put a brake on right-leaning tendencies in
the ALP and other sections of the organised
labour movement. But if the working people
are to overcome the challenges facing us
right now and head off looming social and
environmental disasters, the Party will have
to become more than the “conscience” of
the movement. The 9oth anniversary of the
founding of the original CPA is an appropriate
occasion to recommit to the task of building
the Party into a powerful force for change or
to consider joining that effort. @&

The relative decline in influence of the Communist
movement in recent decades has left the labour movement
vulnerable to the capitalist economic offensive ...
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THE LIFE OF THE PARTY
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS

-

The Communist Party of Australia has been involved
in a lot of activities and actions in the course of its 100
years. This month we are looking at some of those
moments. This week we will look at Party members
involved in one of their core duties — selling its Party o
paper.

The circulation of the Party paper is one of several
core responsibilities of Party members. The paper
is a way for the Party to spread its message in an
articulate fashion on current issues that concern
workers and deliver with it its ideas that raise their
class consciousness.
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The bloody flare-up between Azerbaijan
and Armenia over a territorial dispute
risks escalating into a major regional
war. Here is how the two former Sovi-
et republics got locked into a conflict
rooted in feuds as old as the hills.
The ongoing hostilities started on Sep-
tember 27, becoming one of the most serious
in a series of border clashes that have been
occurring in the region on a fairly regular
basis. The parties are fighting over Nagorno-
Karabakh, a mountainous region located
inside Azerbaijan, as recognised interna-
tionally, and some surrounding territories.
Baku (capital of Azerbaijan) claims sov-
ereignty over these, based on borders set
during the Soviet era, and asserts that they
have been occupied by Armenia. Yerevan
supports the predominantly-Armenian
population of Nagorno-Karabakh in their bid
for independence, for which they fought a
bloody war against Azerbaijan in the 1990s.

AGE-OLD
SEEDS OF TENSION

Nagorno-Karabakh is among those places
in the world where there is no historically
correct evidence on whose claim is stronger.
It was always too distant and difficult to
control for any particular power to become
dominant in ethnicity or religion. Armeni-
ans and Azeris have been living there in a
patchwork of settlements, with old grudges

International

AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA
AT WAR

What you need to know about bloody conflict
over long-disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh

in the early 19th century after a war with Iran,
but its goals were limited to preventing grow-
ing Armenian and Azeri nationalism from
boiling over. After the Bolshevik revolution
in the beginning of the 20th century, a full-
fledged war started. The Soviets got involved
with their own agenda to retake control of the
region, and supported the territorial claim
of the Azeris. The reason was largely down
to the Bolshevik’s desire for Turkey to even-
tually embrace communism. The Turks and
Armenians were sworn enemies and Joseph
Stalin feared upsetting Constantinople, the
then capital, by giving Yerevan land desired
by Baku. Thus, Nagorno-Karabakh ended up
as an autonomous region of Soviet Azerbaijan.

POST-SOVIET BLOODSHED

The disintegration of the USSR then led
to a repetition of the same scenario. In 1988,
the authorities of Nagorno-Karabakh, which
remained predominantly Armenian in ethnic
makeup, despite Azerbaijani administra-
tion, petitioned Moscow to have their land
transferred to Armenia.

After this was rejected, tensions mounted,
escalating into a full-fledged war in 1991.
Fought between independent Azerbaijan
and the self-proclaimed Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic, backed by Armenia, it lasted until
May 1994 and claimed an estimated 15,000
to 25,000 lives on both sides, also forcing
hundreds of thousands to flee.
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of most of the territory it held as a part of
Azerbaijan, plus large swathes of land con-
necting it to Armenia and Iran, and a small
portion on the Azeri side.

FROZEN CONFLICT,
FOREIGN PLAYERS

The conflict was never resolved, only
frozen, so the resumption of hostilities in
Nagorno-Karabakh last week didn’t come
out of the blue. Major flare-ups, not unlike
the current one, occurred in 2014, 2016 and
in July of this year.

What is different this time is the stance

Unlike many international players calling
on the sides to stop hostilities, Ankara has
been openly goading Baku into seizing the
disputed lands by military force.

The situation puts Russia in a rather
precarious situation as Moscow is a long-
time ally of Armenia and has a military base
there. At the same time, Russia has been
closely working with Turkey on a number
of international issues, such as bringing
peace in Syria.

For the past few days, the Kremlin and
the Russian Foreign Ministry have been call-
ing on all parties to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict to step back from violence and return

held across generations.

The Russian Empire absorbed the region

The truce signed then — with Russia’s
mediation — left Nagorno-Karabakh in control

taken by Turkey, a long-time backer of
Azerbaijan, and Armenia’s historical nemesis.

Russia Today @&

to negotiations.
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“RUSSIA CAME TO SAVE ARMENIA”

Azeri President Aliyev tells Yerevan it should
thank Putin for ‘once again’ coming to its rescue

Jonny Tickle

Azerbaijani President ITham
Aliyev has called on Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan to thank Russian President
Vladimir Putin for saving his
country. According to Aliyev,
Putin rescued Armenia, which
“depends on Russia 100 per
cent.”

“When Pashinyan gave us an
ultimatum, when he offended
the feelings of Azerbaijanis, he
deserved to have been punished

for it. And we [punished him].”
Aliyev told Moscow daily RBK.
“He should thank Putin for the
fact that once again, Russia
came to save Armenia.”

Russia helped broker a
ceasefire between Baku and
Yerevan (capital of Arme-
nia). In the two days since the
Moscow sit-down, hosted by
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov,
at Putin’s request, both coun-
tries have accused each other of
violating the agreement, with
reports of villages on both sides

of the conflict line being hit by
shelling.

According to Aliyev, Arme-
nia’s “100 per cent depend-
ence” on Russia means that
Moscow has a lot of influence
over Yerevan, explaining that
he repeatedly asked Russia to
convince the Armenian side of
the need to “end the occupation”
of Nagorno-Karabakh. So far, it
appears Moscow isn’t prepared
to take that step.

In the two weeks since
the fighting began, Putin has

repeatedly called for a ceasefire
in the region. Although Russia
acts as a mediator in the Armeni-
an-Azerbaijani conflict, Moscow
is officially allied to Yerevan as
part of the Collective Security
Treaty Organisation (CSTO),
and would be obliged to help
Armenia if its, internationally-
recognised, territory came under
attack.

In 1991, Nagorno-Karabakh
declared independence from
Azerbaijan — 29 years later, on
September 27, the region saw

the largest escalation of fighting
in almost three decades. Both
Baku and Yerevan believe they
have strong claims over the area,
which is internationally recog-
nised as part of Azerbaijan, but
is primarily populated by ethnic
Armenians.

Baku considers the enclave
to be illegally occupied by Arme-
nia, and has stated its goal is to
regain full control of its territory.
Russia Today @
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REPORT: CONFERENCE
ON VENEZUELA

Seamus Carey

The Embassy of the Bolivar-
ian Republic of Venezuela in
Australia facilitated an online
conference on 10th October,
featuring a presentation by
Venezuelan Vice-Minister for
North American Relations
Mr Carlos Julio Ron, who is
also President of the recently-
founded Simén Bolivar Insti-
tute for Peace and Solidarity
among Peoples. Around 50
delegates attended from Aus-
tralia, Venezuela, Aotearoa
(New Zealand), Papua New
Guinea and Fiji, including
representatives from political
parties, trade unions, solidar-
ity groups and peace groups,
as well as individual workers,
students and academics.

The attendees included mem-
bers of the Communist Party of
Australia, New Communist Party
of Aotearoa, Australia-Venezuela
Solidarity Network, Australia-Cuba
Friendship Society, Australian
Labor Party, Sovereign Yidindji
Government, Latin American Soli-
darity Network, Australian Solidar-
ity with Latin America, Venezuela
Solidarity Campaign, Just Peace,
Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom, the CFMEU
and Maritime Union of Australia.

Ron spoke about the harsh
impact of the unilateral coercive
measures imposed by the US gov-
ernment on Venezuela, and the
struggle of the Venezuelan people

and government to overcome
these aggressions. The US gov-
ernment, with its utter disregard
for human life and dignity, has
not even slightly lessened its bar-
rage of criminal sanctions in these
times of global health crisis, but has
instead become even more vicious
in its regime-change efforts, further
intensifying the blockade despite
international condemnation.

This is a timely topic, as on 5th
October an envoy of the People’s
Republic of China delivered a joint
statement to the United Nations
General Assembly condemning
the US for worldwide human rights
abuses, including its deadly uni-
lateral coercive measures against
dozens of countries. The statement
was co-signed by Venezuela along
with Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Belarus, Burundi, Cambodia, Cam-
eroon, China, Cuba, DPR Korea,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Iran,
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Namibia, Nica-
ragua, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia,
St Vincent and the Grenadines,
South Sudan, Sudan, Suriname,
Syria and Zimbabwe.

US sanctions against many
countries deliberately target access
to food and medical supplies. Ron
pointed out that while the US
always claims that its sanctions
target governments and not the
people, it is clear to all that it is
the people who suffer the gravest
consequences.

Especially during this time of
global pandemic, it is a clear truth
that applying measures to a country

to restrict its access to medicines
and medical supplies will neces-
sarily inflict excess suffering and
death upon the people. Death is a
direct consequence of the coercive
measures, a choice made by the
US government to pursue their
hegemonic ends without regard
for human life.

The imposition of a unilateral
blockade is recognised by inter-
national law as an act of war; yet
the US is able to leverage its posi-
tion at the commanding heights
of the imperialist system to freely
violate international law, while at
the same time portraying itself as
its defender.

The only international law the
US defends is “might is right.”

Ron discussed the opposition
in international relations between
the principles of “might is right” on
one hand, and of solidarity, peace,
cooperation and internationalism
on the other. He stressed the impor-
tance of international solidarity
to promote peace and sustainable
development around the world, as
well as the particular significance
that international solidarity has
had in the course of the Bolivar-
ian Revolution in Venezuela. The
assistance lent by countries such
as Cuba, China, Russia and Iran
to the Venezuelan people has
been generous and vital. Despite
these countries being demonised
by imperialist governments and
media, it is they who are pushing
forward a new standard for inter-
national relations based on peaceful

cooperation and solidarity, rather
than the hegemony-seeking and
coercion characteristic of Western
foreign policy.

Ron pointed out that as well
as the need to overcome the eco-
nomic blockade, there is a need to
overcome the information blockade
against Venezuela. Imperialist-
aligned media spread nothing but
disinformation about Venezuela,
and are wilfully silent about the
true nature of the struggles of the
Venezuelan people, as well as the
many positive outcomes of the
Bolivarian Revolution.

In particular, main stream
media portrays Venezuela as
authoritarian and undemocratic,
but in fact one of the most sig-
nificant features of the Bolivarian
Revolution has been the rapid
development of wide-ranging par-
ticipatory democracy. When faced
with violent riots perpetrated by
the pro-US opposition, the gov-
ernment did not simply rely on
police response, but convened a
democratically-elected Constituent
Assembly with representatives of
all social forces to tackle the prob-
lems the country faced, which Ron
described as a convening of the
whole society.

Venezuela’s electoral system,
praised by Jimmy Carter in 2012
as “the best in the world,” has con-
tinued to advance. The National
Electoral Council has launched a
new automated voting machine
which is easy to use for all Ven-
ezuelans, and includes advanced

accessibility features for disabled
people as well as safety measures
against COVID-19. This will ensure
that participation in the 6th Decem-
ber election will be accessible, safe
and easy for all.

The Venezuelan government
has invited international observers
from around the world to observe its
elections, so that all the world can
see that they are among the most
open and fair elections anywhere.
But the US-backed opposition
has again declared the elections
fraudulent before they have even
occurred, and has refused to par-
ticipate in them. A few individual
opposition candidates have broken
with this line and stated their inten-
tion to run, but as a result the US
has declared individual sanctions
against them. This is an unambigu-
ous criminal act of interference in
the internal affairs of Venezuela,
and yet more proof that the US gov-
ernment dictates the policy of the
Venezuelan opposition, maintaining
its control by punishing those who
break ranks with US commands.

It is vital for people around the
world to build solidarity, advo-
cate for peace, independence and
common prosperity. The founding
of the Simén Bolivar Institute for
Peace and Solidarity among Peoples
is a significant event advancing this
cause, and we can look forward to
deepening ties of friendship and
solidarity between Australians,
Venezuelans, and all the peoples
of the world, through dialogue and
cooperation.

REPORT: CHINA SEMINAR ON POVERTY ALLEVIATION

The International Department of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Cen-
tral Committee invited four delegates
from the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia to attend the opening session
of the International Seminar on Pov-
erty Eradication and Responsibility of
Political Parties via video conference,
on 12th October.

The seminar was broadcast live from
Fujian province of China and co-hosted by
the CPC Fujian Provincial Committee, with
about 400 delegates representing political
parties, diplomatic missions, international
organisations, media outlets and think tanks
from over 100 countries attending online
or in person.

The CPA delegates in attendance were
Comrade Andrew Irving (General Secretary),
Comrade Vinnie Molina (Party President),
Comrade Romina Beitseen (Member of Cen-
tral Committee) and Comrade Seamus Carey
(Member of Guardian Collective).

The seminar takes place at a time when
poverty is rising significantly in many
countries, exacerbated by the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite this, the
CPC’s long and arduous battle to completely
eradicate extreme poverty in China nears its
victory. The eradication of extreme poverty

in China is expected to be complete by the
end of 2020, a full decade ahead of sched-
ule of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, and ahead of the
2021 centenary of the founding of the CPC.

A message from President Xi Jinping
was delivered, stressing the need for inter-
national cooperation and knowledge sharing
to accelerate poverty reduction around the
world. President Xi noted that the struggle to
eradicate poverty, to achieve common pros-
perity and to seek happiness for the Chinese
people are important missions of the CPC,
and essential requirements of socialism with
Chinese characteristics.

Messages from many other heads of
state were also delivered, including a video
message from President Bounnhang Vora-
chith, General Secretary of the Lao People’s
Revolutionary Party, who praised China’s
successes in poverty reduction and the
example they set for the world. He stressed
that poverty reduction must be considered a
responsibility and obligation for all political
parties, and that international coordination
and cooperation between political parties
should be deepened.

Many heads of state of African countries,
including Namibia, Zimbabwe, Central Afri-
can Republic and Malawi, sent congratulatory

messages, as well as from other countries
including Argentina and Suriname. A contri-
bution was made by a representative of the
UN Development Programme, who praised
China’s efforts and pointed out that China,
which has already lifted over 850 million
people out of poverty, is single-handedly
responsible for 80 per cent of the world’s
poverty reduction in recent times.

A common theme of many speeches by
delegates from African countries was the
need to escape the cycle of dependence upon
foreign aid from abusive imperialist powers
(such as the UK and France). Such “aid”
has consistently shown itself not to reduce
poverty, but exacerbate it. The qualitatively
different nature of China’s relations with
African countries, its promotion of coop-
erative, “win-win” development without
seeking hegemony, and China’s status as
an “all-weather friend” of African countries,
were often noted.

Comrade Song Tao, minister of the
International Department of the Central
Committee of the CPC, made the keynote
speech. He gave four recommendations for
the co-operation of political parties in the
field of poverty eradication, based upon the
experience gained by the CPC: that parties
stay true to their aspirations and uphold their

responsibilities; that parties around the world
deepen mutual learning and experience shar-
ing; that parties uphold multilateralism and
solidarity; that parties always seek common
ground, while reserving their differences,
and seek to build a community with shared
future for mankind.

Comrade Yu Weiguo, Secretary of CPC
Fujian Provincial Committee, delivered
a speech discussing strategies of poverty
reduction at the local level. He stressed the
importance of changing people’s mindsets,
through education and by developing means
for them to be economically independent. He
noted the success of the strategy of developing
both agriculture and industry in tandem. He
concluded his contribution with an explana-
tion of the saying, “constant dripping wears
away a stone” — a down-to-earth, long term
vision, implemented consistently through
hard work, is worth more than any amount
of short term enthusiasm or quick fixes.

This seminar heralds a deepening of
international cooperation between political
parties in the global struggle against poverty.
The experience and knowledge gained by the
Communist Party of China is an immense
resource for all those fighting to eradicate
poverty around the world. &
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