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When will we have a vaccine? Will it 
be safe? Will it be eff ective? How will 
it be distributed? Will it be aff orda-
ble? These are just a few of the health, 
political, social, economic, and ethical 
questions everyone is asking in the 
hope that the COVID-19 pandemic will 
come to an end soon.

The Oxford University partnership with 
the global pharmaceutical company Astra-
Zeneca is amongst the front-runners in the 
development of a vaccine. It is well into its 
stage three clinical trials which are being 
carried out in the UK, US, Brazil, and South 
Africa. If it goes ahead, then the Australian 
biotechnology company CSL will join in the 
production of the vaccine. CSL is the major 
producer of vaccines in Australia.

Closer to home, there is the Queensland 
University (QU) vaccine which began phase 
one clinical trials in July and is working 
with CSL.

The Australian government has secured 
an advance order of 33.8 million doses of the 
Oxford vaccine for local manufacturing. It 
has also signed an agreement for 51 million 
doses of the vaccine being developed by the 
University of Queensland and CSL.

The government has indicated that it will 

supply both vaccines free of charge, with the 
aim of commencing the roll-out of the Oxford 
vaccine at the beginning of 2021.

Of course, all of those plans are depend-
ent on the results of trials.

PATENT BARRIERS
The pharmaceutical industry is notorious 

for the thousands upon thousands of so-called 
intellectual property (IP) rights (patents) they 
hold, protecting their monopoly over medi-
cations and charging other companies and 
governments monopoly prices for a licence 
to use them. This acts as a barrier for low- 
and middle-income countries, in particular, 
to purchase or manufacture them.

Big Pharma cares little for people’s lives; 
it exists to make super profi ts.

Vaccines can be quite complex, requiring 
numerous IP licences, each of which takes 
time to purchase the right to use and costs 
money. To use without permission can result 
in being sued for millions of dollars. Patents 
can run for anything up to twenty years fol-
lowing their registration before a generic 
version can be produced by a rival company.

This is a time for sharing and cooperation, 
not barriers by profi teering patent-holders. 
An international coalition of scientists, legal 
experts, and engineers is calling on corpo-
rations to make intellectual property that 

could be used in the fi ght against COVID-19 
freely available. They are being asked to sign 
the “Open COVID Pledge” to indicate their 
commitment to do so.

The pledge states: “Immediate action 
is required to halt the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and treat those it has aff ected. It is a practi-
cal and moral imperative that every tool we 
have at our disposal be applied to develop 
and deploy technologies on a massive scale 
without impediment.

“We therefore pledge to make our intel-
lectual property available free of charge for 
use in ending the COVID-19 pandemic and 
minimizing the impact of the disease.

“We will implement this pledge through 
a license that details the terms and condi-
tions under which our intellectual property 
is made available.”

A number of companies and organisa-
tions have already made the pledge, includ-
ing Intel, IBM, SkoposLabs, Sandia National 
Laboratories, Unifi edPatents, McKinsey & 
Company, RADVAC, and OVSI. There are 
others who have expressed an expression 
of interest, but are still to make the pledge, 
including several pharmaceutical companies.

COVAX FACILITY
The solution requires an international 

body, and “COVAX” is the organisation 

that has been set up for that purpose. It 
is co-led by The Vaccine Alliance (Gavi), 
the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI) and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

Its aim is “to accelerate the development 
and manufacture of COVID-19 vaccines, and 
to guarantee fair and equitable access for 
every country in the world.”

“The global pandemic has already caused 
the loss of hundreds of thousands of lives and 
disrupted the lives of billions more. As well as 
reducing the tragic loss of life and helping to 
get the pandemic under control, introduction 
of a vaccine will prevent the loss of US$375 
billion to the global economy every month. 
Global equitable access to a vaccine, particu-
larly protecting health care workers and those 
most-at-risk is the only way to mitigate the 
public health and economic impact of the 
pandemic,” COVAX states on its website.

COVAX aims to deliver doses of vaccines 
for at least twenty per cent of the world’s 
population. Bringing together governments, 
global health organisations, manufacturers, 
scientists, the private sector, non-government 
organisations, and philanthropy, with the 
aim of providing innovative and equitable 
access to COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments 
and vaccines.

Continued on page 4
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KOALA-GATE
With the Coronavirus and the politics surrounding 

it taking up most of the air-time, other issues haven’t 
gotten as much exposure. Two weeks ago, however, 
that changed slightly as “Koala-gate” almost threat-
ened the existence of the NSW Coalition government.

The NSW Coalition government seemed to be on 
the ropes as the National Party was reneging on its 
approval of the state’s koala protection policy from last 
year. The State Environmental Planning Policy (Koala 
Habitat Protection) 2019 (SEPP) was designed to help 
“communities rebuild after the 2019/2020 bushfi res”. 
This included a new provision “in the Koala SEPP to 
facilitate the safe and speedy rebuilding and repair 
of homes impacted by bushfi res.” However, issues 
arose over the increased bureaucracy and regulation 
of the policy. Landowners would now have a manda-
tory 28-day consultation period with local councils for 
developments and the number of tree species being 
protected would grow from ten to 123.

Refl ecting the division in the Coalition, one of 
the more vocal critics of the policy, Nationals MPs 
Chris Gulaptis, stated: “I was elected to Parliament 
to represent my community and I get really annoyed 
when city-centric people preach to us, especially when 
people in Sydney have done nothing for their koalas.” 
These sentiments were echoed by NSW Nationals’ 
chairman Andrew Fraser who said, “The people of 
regional NSW are sick and tired of being used as the 
biodiversity off set for western Sydney development.”

As a result, the Nationals threatened to move to the 
crossbench – a development that shocked its Coalition 
partner, the Liberal Party, who heard the news as 
it broke. The following day, NSW Deputy Premier 
John Barilaro went into a meeting with NSW Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian hell-bent on ensuring the demands 
of the Nationals were met.

The meeting, which went on for almost two hours, 
resulted in the Nationals getting bupkis. In fact, they 
got worse than nothing as the whole ordeal resulted 
in the Nationals looking like spoilt brats not getting 
their way when the whole country has been attempting 
to give off  the image that it is working together to get 
through the pandemic. Barilaro, who has already of-
fered his resignation as NSW Nationals leader (which 
was rejected), is now a vulnerable fi gure, while on the 
other hand, Berejiklian, has come across as a strong 
leader.

This is nothing but rhetoric from a Party that long 
abandoned any support of Australian farmers (if it 
can ever claim to have done so). Nothing about their 
opposition to this policy is about the communities 
they “represent” but all about the interests of property 
developers.

John Watts from Gloucester, in a letter to the 
Sydney Morning Herald, wrote: “the Nationals have 
supported big mining and developer interests over 
those of others living in the regions, particularly farm-
ers. In Gloucester, where I live, opinion polls showed 
there was overwhelming opposition to AGL’s coal seam 
gas plans and the Rocky Hill coal mine, and yet the 
Nationals chose to support both projects. In Narrabri, 
where farmers and others oppose the Santos plan to 
sink thousands of gas wells, not one word has been 
spoken by the Nationals against the plan.”

Additionally, farmers like Cathy Eggert supports 
the policy stating that “it’s a responsibility that needs 
to be shared with the entire community.”

If the Nationals cared about farmers and their 
constituents they would listen to them.
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PRESS FUND
It seems the Australian government at long last realises 
that coal does not have a future and is now turning to 
another fossil fuel – liquid gas. It is talking in terms 
of a gas-led recovery. It is determined to prop up its 
political donors in the mining sector regardless of the 
cost to the environment and fuel prices. Coal’s days are 
numbered, now it’s time to mount pressure to replace 
gas with cheaper renewable energy sources. Join us in 
campaigning for a future. Our warmest thanks to the 
contributors below:
Digireb $25, J Hodgson $10
This week’s total: $35
Cumulative total: $2,594

CPA CENTENARY 
INVITATION

To all the Solidnet list

Politics in the Pub Perth

Military Spending

Thursday 24th September, 6-8 pm
Venue: 43 Below Bar and Restaurant

(43 Barrack Street Cnr Hay St Mall Perth CBD)

Speakers:

Jen Blay – Student Activist
Adrian Glamorgan – Peace Activist

Seamus Carey – IPAN WA Youth Rep
Chaired by Dr Christopher Crouch

This is a free event – Food and drink available from the counter.

For more information contact 0419812872

Dear Comrades,
This year we will celebrate to 100th anniver-
sary of the Communist Party of Australia.

The Communist Party of Australia, CPA was found-
ed at a conference on 30th October 1920 at the Sydney 
Trades Hall. This historic event was in response to two 
factors – the appalling conditions of the working class 
and the inspiration of the revolutionary developments 
in Russia with the Great October Socialist Revolution. 
It was the outcome of the experience gleaned in the 
struggles of the labour movement from 1890 to 1920 
and was one of the decisive revolutionary acts of the 
Australian working class.

From 1920 to today generations of communists 
have campaigned for workers’ rights, peace, Aborigi-
nal land rights, migrant and women’s rights, social 
justice and much more. They have faced violence, jail, 
discrimination and lies and slanders but through it all 
they have maintained a fi erce fl ame of a commitment 
to fi ghting for their class and the downtrodden and to 
building a socialist future. They share an impressive 
history of courageous, committed, determined and 
staunch struggle from 1920 to 2020.

Among a number of activities to celebrate this 
important milestone, we will be holding an online 
forum via zoom on Friday 30th October 2020. While 
speakers will look back with pride, the main focus 
will be our future tasks, especially working class 
struggles and the campaign to save the environment 
and humanity.

We would be grateful if your Party could make a 
contribution to this event by sending us a brief greet-
ing which could be read during the event.

Please send your contributions by 15th October 
2020 to president@cpa.org.au or WhatsApp: +61 
419 812 872

With best wishes for your work and for the health 
and safety of your comrades,

In solidarity,
Vinnie Molina

Party President
International Department

30th August 2020

ZOOM

Kieran Finnane – Peace Crimes
16 October starting 6:30 pm

In conversation with Peter Cronau and Margaret Pestorius

At the closely guarded and secretive military facility, Pine Gap in Australia’s 
Northern Territory, police arrest six non-violent activists. Their crime: to step 

through a fence, lamenting and praying for the dead of war.

They call themselves Peace Pilgrims. The Crown calls them a threat to 
national security and demands jail time. Their political trials, under harsh 
Cold War legislation, tell a story of obsessive Australian secrecy about the 
American military presence on our soil and the state’s hardline response 

to dissent. In Peace Crimes, Alice Springs journalist Kieran Finnane 
gives a gripping account of what prompts the Pilgrims to risk so much, 
interweaving local events and their legal aftermath with this century’s 
disturbing themes of international confl ict and high-tech war. She asks, 
what responsibilities do we have as Australians for the covert military 
operations of Pine Gap and what are we going to do about them?

In lieu of physical events, we have moved to Zoom. Please register below and a staff member 
will be in touch to send you a link to the Zoom meeting and the password. This is a free event.

www.gleebooks.com.au/event/kieran-fi nnane-peace-crimes
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CPA Maritime Branch

In this article, we look at the 
sham of workers’ compen-
sation and how big business 
executives have used injured 
workers for their own personal 
gain. Huge bonuses have gone 
to executives who mismanage 
a critical social infrastructure 
that should be in public owner-
ship and control: Icare. They 
have used Icare as a pool of 
wealth that they have all bathed 
in at the expense of the work-
ing class and injured workers.

A recent CPA Guardian article 
highlighted the sham and crimi-
nality within Icare, the workers’ 
compensation scheme in NSW. 
Revealed in the 2020 review of this 
body were incredible breaches of 
trust with over eight board mem-
bers taking home almost $4 mil-
lion with bonuses over $100,000. 
While the benchmarks around 
return-to-work had deteriorated 
performance, payments were made 
to these parasites.

Even the Treasury offi  ce was 
skimming the funds off  injured 
workers with two employees paid 
out of workers’ compensation 
funds, eff ectively taken away from 
workers.

Meanwhile many workers, 
through no fault of their own, 
have had life changing injuries and 
accidents at work while they were 
making profi ts for the employer. 
That employers breach safety and 
turn a blind eye to speed-up jobs 
or meet deadlines is evident for 
all who go to work.

Workers when injured are 
forced through incredibly traumat-
ic experiences, often with uncar-
ing representatives of insurance 
companies who have never been 
known for compassion or for any 
capacity to actually heal a broken 
body. Doctors are challenged by 
insurers which should never be 
the case. They are in fact arguing 
about the amount of money they 
need to repair their labour power 
commodity (that means you). 
Sometimes they just write off  the 
worker as being too expensive to 
fi x. That’s what happens when 
you are considered nothing but 
an economic transaction.

Denial of claims by injured 
workers is also rife. Why? Cost 
sits at the heart of this matter. 
That cost is even considered is 
really obscene as a worker should 
be guaranteed the absolute best 
medical attention and treatment 
and return to work program pos-
sible. This should occur without 
the pressure of parasitic insurers 
seeking to make everyone’s life 
harder, in the most diffi  cult times 
a worker and their family may be 
experiencing. A worker on com-
pensation should never be sacked.

The last Icare CEO, John Nagle, 
really went for a swim in the misery 
of workers by awarding his wife an 
$800,000 three-year deal so she 
could train Icare staff . What they 
were being trained in is unclear 
but clearly she wasn’t running 
an ethics course. The $800,000 
payment wasn’t enough to secure 
the Las Vegas trip so they just dug 
into the workers’ coff ers to pay for 
a blackjack-fi lled roulette spinning 
trip of exploitation at the expense 
of every worker lying on the scra-
pheap of capitalism because they 
were used and abused by bosses 
and thrown out the gate into a life 
of unemployment.

Senior executives of Icare are 
constantly whining about balloon-
ing costs. Why would costs go up 
so badly? Are more workers being 
injured? Is the real crisis about 
workplace safety? Would not safer 
workplaces bring down costs? Yes 
they would but to even base one’s 
thinking around workers being 
injured and cost is incredibly 
off ensive. Why don’t these people 
talk of the cost to the worker’s life. 
What about the cost to a family 
when a father or mother can no 
longer lift their child because the 
boss has crippled them.

The NSW Treasurer Dominic 
Perrottet has now announced 
former Unions NSW Secretary and 
Labor opposition leader John Rob-
ertson as the successor to Michael 
Carapiet who was a well-known 
Liberal Party donor, probably out 
of his ill-gotten workers’ compen-
sation rorts. 

The Icare Deputy Chair Gavin 
Bell will also be replaced. Bell is 
from Herbert Smith Freehills, the 

law fi rm that bought us the Patrick 
dispute and consistently supports 
every grotesque twisted legal attack 
on unions and the working-class.

Replacing these parasites will 
not be enough. The fundamental 
problems arising from private 
ownership and having insurers 
involved in workers’ compensation 
and a process of cost-cutting will 
not serve workers well.

The CPA believes there is a 
better way to deal with workers’ 
compensation. Here are some ideas 
from the CPA that we believe are 
the only way for injured workers 
to be treated and compensated for 
injuries occurred in the pursuit of 
someone else’s profi ts.

These policy points are for dis-
cussion and consideration:
• Workers’ Compensation must 

be a no blame matter
• No worker can be sacked while 

on Workers’ Compensation
• Injured workers to be fully 

rehabilitated at no expense or 
disadvantage to the worker

• High levels of indisputable 
economic compensation 
for injuries which prevent 
workers from continuing to 
work

• Workers to maintain 
their full wage on workers 
compensation

• No HR or Insurance 
companies involved in the 
process. Only qualifi ed 
professional health care 
workers

• All medical and injury related 
expenses to be fully covered by 
employers

• Highest standards of safety 
and worker involvement 
in non-behavioural safety 
systems and processes

• If unable to continue current 
job another job to be found 
with no less pay than the 
job where the injury was 
received. 

Australia

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 
IS RUN BY CRIMINALS, 

SELF-INTERESTED 
OPPORTUNISTS AND BOSSES

Support the Support the GuardianGuardian  
by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund

You are considered 
nothing but an economic 

transaction.
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Workers’ Star Editors

Today we celebrate the offi  cial launch 
of the New Communist Party of 
Aotearoa online newspaper, Workers’ 
Star. If you have found this webpage 
(www.workersstar.net), congratulations! 
You are in the right place and we, the 
co-editors of the Workers’ Star, hope 
you will fi nd yourself coming back to 
our humble website more and more 
in the coming weeks and months as 
we continue to publish articles on 
issues that matter to working people 
in Aotearoa, whether that be social 
issues, the housing crisis, the trade 
union movement, or international 
challenges to peace and peaceful coex-
istence within the Pacifi c and across 
our planet.

Brazilian activist Chico Mendes said 
“ecology without class struggle is just garden-
ing,” a sentiment we saw recently in our own 
country with the controversy surrounding 
Green Party co-leader and chief “tree tory” 
James Shaw funding the “green” private 
school against Party policy. Mendes’ senti-
ment, a powerfully class-oriented yet not 
“reductionist” one, can be applied not just 
to environmentalism but other campaigns 
and movements for social progress. Work-
ers’ Star aims to take this principle to heart 
with coverage of many diff erent struggles 
and movements.

While most articles you see in Workers’ 
Star will be written by Communist Party 
members – it is our paper after all – read-
ers will see varied other perspectives and 
opinions from Communist, socialist and 
trade union writers and publications from 
around the world. In our fi rst week alone we 
have an article from Granma, newspaper of 
the Communist Party of Cuba, another from 
the British Morning Star, and an opinion 
piece from Tom Conway, President of the 

US United Steelworkers Union from Peo-
ple’s World.

Our digital pages will also contain other, 
less serious, matters of interest for working 
people. While none appear in the fi rst release 
due to content spacing, expect to see columns 
on fi lm, the local music scene, club sport, 
cooking on a budget, and other relevant mat-
ters for the lives of working people.

In the early years of the Soviet Union, 
when the Bolshevik paper Pravda was 
celebrating its tenth anniversary, Vladimir 
Lenin heaped praise upon the role the famous 
paper had played in the revolution. Pravda, 
he wrote, allowed the Bolsheviks “to pen-
etrate into the very citadel of the enemy” of 
the Tsar and Russian ruling class.

Times have changed greatly since Pravda, 
and indeed Iskra even earlier were founded 
by the great revolutionary leader. You will 
not fi nd us selling newspapers outside fac-
tory gates, or luckily, having to publish from 
a cave in South Auckland as our predecessor 
Communists were forced to by New Zealand 
censors during the war years.

The fundamental importance of the Party 
paper, that is unchanged in the decades since 
Lenin’s day, is breaking the monopoly of the 
capitalist class over the media, their own 
citadel. The New Zealand Herald and many 
regional newspapers, such as the Northland 
Age, Bay of Plenty Times, Waihi Leader, 
Rotorua Daily Post, Taupo Weekender
and Hawke’s Bay Today are all owned by 
the same media company, NZME. Stuff 
also owns regional newspapers such as the 
Dominion Post and the Sunday Star Times. 
While, luckily, New Zealand does not have a 
press almost entirely controlled by Rupert 
Murdoch, as in the United Kingdom and 
Australia, our bourgeois press is tightly con-
nected to and under the infl uence of overseas, 
particularly American, media magnates. As 
an example, Anna Fifi eld, new head of the 
Dominion Post, is the former White House 

correspondent and Beijing correspondent 
for the Washington Post, mouthpiece of 
the American imperialists – a fact refl ected 
in her writing.

Since the demise of People’s Voice and 
Tribune, Aotearoa has lacked a Marxist, 
class-oriented news source for working 
people. This is not just a problem for the 
Communist Party. Workers’ Star is not 
intended to uniquely focus on or cover “the 
Party line”. The great signifi cance and role 
of a class-oriented news source such as what 
the Workers’ Star aspires to be is in collect-
ing and publicising the above-mentioned 
issues to working people in a manner that 
knows which side of the great class struggle 
it sides on.

Antonio Gramsci, great leader of the 
Italian working class and Italian Communist 
Party, wrote the following appeal in 1916:

Don’t give fi nancial assistance to 
the bourgeois press, which is your 
adversary. This is what should be 
our battle cry in this moment that 
is characterized by the subscription 

campaigns of all the bourgeois 
newspapers. Boycott them, boycott 
them, boycott them!

Us two editors know very few people who, 
in the present day, actually pay subscription 
to any of the bourgeois press. In some ways 
an unconscious boycott is already underway. 
On behalf of the entire team of reporters, 
writers, assistants and editors that make 
up the inner-workings of Workers’ Star
we hope you take this sentiment further, 
enjoy our content and stick around. A new 
wave of class struggle in New Zealand is just 
beginning, and the Workers’ Star plans to 
be with the workers, in principle, in writing, 
in marches and in pickets, as this struggle 
takes its course.

If you ever want to get in touch with us, 
feel free to send a letter to the editors using 
the form in the website sidebar. We would 
love to hear from you.

In solidarity,
The Editors

Workers’ Star

Australia

TO BE A VOICE OF AND FOR 
WORKING KIWIS

The mission of Workers’ Star and its editors

Continued from page 1

170 countries have signed up. To increase 
the chances of success, COVAX has created 
the world’s largest and most diverse portfo-
lio of vaccines that are in various stages of 
research and trialling. Nine of these candidate 
vaccines are already in development and a 
further nine are under evaluation.

Member countries that are in a position 
to pay for the vaccine will purchase it, with 
distribution on an equitable basis.

Gavi COVAX AMC, a separate body, 
is responsible for funding to ensure that 

the ninety-two middle- and lower-income 
countries that cannot fully aff ord to pay for 
COVID-19 vaccines themselves get equal 
access to COVID-19 vaccines as higher-
income self-fi nancing countries and at the 
same time.

Its funding is raised from governments, 
philanthropists and other organisations 
quite separately to income raised by COVAX 
through the sale of vaccines. 

At present it has only raised US$700 
million of the US$2 billion it needs by the 
end of 2020. Needless to say, the US has not 
joined COVAX.

GLOBAL RESPONSE 
REQUIRED

The importance of supporting COVAX 
cannot be over stated. For society to return to 
any semblance of normal and international 
borders to be opened up, it is not suffi  cient 
for Australia to “contain” or eliminate it 
within its borders. The threat of resurgence 
will remain.

With almost thirty million confi rmed 
cases globally and the number of deaths 
approaching one million, the number of 
cases continues to rise. In India, Brazil, and 

the US in particular, there is no sign of an 
end to this tragedy.

Australia has made a relatively small con-
tribution of $80 million. This could and should 
be increased. As one of the richest countries 
in the world, Australia should be making a far 
bigger contribution. If it cancelled one of the 
seventy-two F-35 fi ghter jets that it ordered 
from the US, it could redirect those funds to a 
life-saving cause. Internationalism is required. 
It is the fastest path to economic recovery as 
well as ending the human suff ering.

As COVAX states: “Nobody wins the race 
until everyone wins.” 

GLOBAL CRISIS REQUIRES GLOBAL SOLUTION

The arrest of Umar Khalid 
under the provisions of the 
draconian UAPA is condem-
nable. This comes following 
the detention, under UAPA, 
of Natasha Narwal, Devanga-
na Kalita (JNU), Ishrat Jahan, 
a former Councillor of the 
Congress Party, Jamia stu-
dents Meeran Haider also an 
RJD youth leader, Asif Tanha, 
Safoora Zagar and Gulfi sha 
Fatima and Shifr-ul-Rehman.

Top BJP leaders who made 
hate speeches and incited vio-
lence are protected by the Cen-
tral Government, while young 
peaceful protesters against the 
CAA are being targeted and 
arrested citing the utterly manu-
factured version of the country’s 
Home Ministry and the Delhi 
Police linking anti-CAA protests 
with communal violence. The 
Central Government must stop 
the practice of the Special Branch 

summoning anti-CAA activ-
ists for questioning and trying 
to coerce them into implicating 
those targeted by the Home Min-
istry and the Police.

The use of UAPA is to block 
the normal processes of justice 
by which they would have been 
out on bail since, as many of the 
lower courts have mentioned, 
there is not a shred of evidence 
against any of them for inciting 
violence. The arrests constitute 

an assault on the constitutional 
guarantees of the democratic 
right to dissent.

The CPI(M) has opposed 
the CAA-NRC-NPR from the 
beginning both in Parliament 
and outside in multiple protests 
throughout the country. It reit-
erates its strong opposition. It 
expresses its solidarity with all 
those facing the repression of the 
Central Government. It demands 
the release of all those arrested 

under UAPA in the Delhi com-
munal violence case.

Recent developments point to 
the urgent necessity of an inde-
pendent investigation, under a 
retired judge, into the causes of 
the violence as against the biased 
investigation being conducted 
by the Delhi police under Union 
Home Ministry’s guidance. 

MARXISTINDIA: CONDEMN THESE ARRESTS
Communist Party of India (Marxist) statement



Guardian September 21, 2020  5

Seamus Carey

Australian mainstream media 
continues its plunge into ever-
deeper ideological distortion in 
service of imperialist interests. 
The new accusations against 
China, of supposed harass-
ment of Australian journal-
ists, are a complete fabrication 
and complete inversion of the 
truth. But it is only complete 
inversion of truth which could 
justify the present course of 
Australian foreign policy.

Mainstream media accounts 
have presented a colourful picture 
of Australian journalists “flee-
ing” China in fear, some outlets 
even stooping to such ridiculous 
hyperbole as comparing them to 
refugees. This takes the right-wing 
media’s cynical reappropriation of 
the language of left-wing concerns 
to new heights of nonsense. But the 
environment of public discourse 
has fast soured to an extent that 
such nonsense is taken seriously 
by well-meaning people.

We must recognise that the 
imperialist propagandists are 
extremely adept at their job, and 
our analysis must become ever more 
carefully considered. Those on the 
right, so long as they remain there, 
will always be on board with attacks 
on the enemies of imperialism. The 
imperialist propagandists know 
this, and so they are focussing their 

energies towards crafting rhetoric 
targeted at the left and left-leaning.

Anyone can see that China has 
every reason to distrust representa-
tives of the Australian ruling class, 
and they know very well that our 
mainstream journalists are now, 
more extremely so than in any 
recent time, such representatives. 
Media independence has been 
crushed in our country, but we 
don’t hear about it – the only voices 
heard are precisely those who won’t 
complain about it. The most dogged 
pro-imperialist shills only!

A matter of serious but cognisa-
ble diffi  culties in bilateral relations 
– caused by nothing other than the 
present Australian government’s 
insistence upon tailing the wilfully 
paranoid US line, which has noth-
ing in common with the legitimate 
interests of the Australian people 
– has been transformed into a 
question of imagined values. “Free 
speech” versus “totalitarianism”. 
But this transformation occurs not 
in reality, only in the minds of the 
faithful of the US line.

The spectacle of the journal-
ist evacuation has been crafted by 
the Australian government at the 
same time as attacks by our federal 
police on Chinese journalists in 
Australia. Their residences were 
raided and their possessions were 
seized by Australian police. The 
Chinese police did no such thing to 
the Australian journalists in China, 

yet we are supposed to believe it is 
they who harassed and intimidated?

A misinterpretation has arisen 
that the alleged intimidation of 
Australian journalists in China 
did happen, but it was a tit-for-tat 
response to the growing Austral-
ian government hostility towards 
Chinese journalists, and Chinese 
nationals generally, in Australia. 
This interpretation has been made 
both favourably and unfavourably 
to China, but both those interpreta-
tions are lacking.

It is the artifi cial transformation 
of a concrete diplomatic issue into 

an abstract question of values that is 
both the key to understanding these 
developments, and the only reason 
they have made ABC headlines. It is 
only on the Australian government 
side that this idealist transforma-
tion has occurred; the Chinese 
government has approached the 
issue from no perspective other 
than that of material facts.

To understand the world we 
must understand the perspectives 
of others, and this leads to the pur-
suit of cooperation and friendship. 
But the Australian government 
and ruling class persist in the 

colonialist and imperialist mindset 
of dominate-or-be-dominated, and 
so long as they fail to overcome 
this, China and any other country 
taking an independent path will 
remain a mystery to them, and 
they will continue to seek comfort 
in the blood-soaked bosom of the 
United States.

They cannot overcome it, 
because their position within the 
capitalist system demands it. But 
while they cannot overcome it, the 
people will overcome them! 

CHINESE AND AUSTRALIAN 
JOURNALISTS AT CENTRE OF 

ANOTHER DIPLOMATIC HOTSPOT

Australia

Imagine an opera house without an 
opera company to perform in it.

It seems incredible, doesn’t it? But what 
if that opera company is so depleted it is no 
longer able to perform at the world class 
standard for which it is renowned?

That’s the bleak scenario faced by Opera 
Australia after management announced a 
plan to slash more than forty per cent of its 
permanent and contract workforce.

These unconscionable cuts would hit 
every part of the company, from the orchestra 
and choir, to hair and makeup, costumes, set 
construction, and stage and technical crew. 
Worse still, management wants to terminate 
the workplace agreements that set pay and 
conditions for those who would be left.

We need Arts Minister Paul Fletcher to 
step in with funding to save these jobs.

Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance 
(MEAA) has taken Opera Australia to the 
Fair Work Commission because the cuts 
have been made with no consultation and 
no justifi cation.

We have proposed an alternative emer-
gency measures agreement, where workers 
would be prepared to take a temporary 
pay cut to ease the fi nancial pressure and 
retain jobs. This has worked at other major 
performing arts companies like the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra.

But the problems at Opera Australia 
also reveal a bigger crisis in Australian arts.

For a start, how is it that a company that 
has been receiving JobKeeper is still allowed 
to make people redundant?

And where is the fi nancial support that 
the Arts Minister claimed months ago would 
be provided to the arts industry during the 
coronavirus pandemic?

How is it that Opera Australia is intent 

on sacking huge numbers of its employees 
as well as terminating the contracts of just 
as many, when there is meant to be money 
to save these jobs and protect this hugely 
important, world-class company?

What will it take for the minister to act?
There are no creative arts without us. 

Who will make the halls of the Sydney Opera 
House reverberate if not those who sing, who 
make music, and who bring these produc-
tions to life behind the stage?

We need urgent fi nancial assistance to 
the company and the intervention of the 
Minister to ensure the company maintains 
its responsibility as the producer of world 
class opera in Australia. Because otherwise, 
there will be no opera without us.

Please take action by adding your 
name to our petition to Arts Minister Paul 
Fletcher: www.megaphone.org.au/petitions/
save-opera-australia

ORCHESTRAS OFFER 
THEIR SUPPORT

MEAA SOMA (Symphony Orchestra 
Musician Association) members at Aus-
tralia’s leading symphony orchestras have 
off ered their support to their colleagues at 
Opera Australia.

“All great cities have great orchestras 
– they are a part of the fabric of a cultured 
civilisation,” said members at the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra. “And we cannot have 
one of the world’s most iconic opera houses 
without a thriving Opera Australia Orchestra 
driving the performances within.”

“At the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, 
it has been our experience that by work-
ing together, management, musicians and 
SOMA can achieve workable compromise 

in our Enterprise Agreements and the best 
possible outcome under these diffi  cult cir-
cumstances,” said members at the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra.

“We urge Opera Australia to do the same 
for their orchestral musicians in the Opera 
Australia Orchestra. The future health of 
the Arts sector depends upon being able to 
preserve jobs and skills for when we are able 
to perform again.”

“The musicians in Australian orchestras 
are of the highest calibre,” said members at 
the Queensland Symphony Orchestra. “We 
hone our specialised skills over years of 
hard work, practice and eff ort. Those of us 
masterful enough to secure a position in one 
of our fi ne orchestras has done so because 
they have proven they work as part of a team. 
Just like a sporting team we are not easily 
replaced or substituted by understudies on 
game day.”

MEAA SOMA members at the Adelaide 
Symphony Orchestra [OA] wrote: “Given 
that Opera Australia gives upwards of 700 
performances per year to more than 600,000 
patrons and is proudly Australia’s biggest 
arts employer with nearly 1500 singers, 
musicians, technicians and administrators 
on the payroll, it is simply too big to fail. That 
the Sydney Opera House, one of the world’s 
most recognisable landmarks may soon be 
without an opera orchestra is unthinkable.”

“We acknowledge that OA, like arts 
companies worldwide, is struggling with the 
challenges brought about by the COVID-19 
pandemic yet we fi nd it puzzling that the 
management of OA has not sought to work 
collaboratively with its employees to fi nd 
a collective solution,” wrote members of 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra 
(WASO). “Here at WASO we have been 

working closely with our management since 
the beginning of the pandemic and together 
we have found ways to deal with the unfolding 
situation and the uncertain future ahead.”

Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra mem-
bers said: “The success of Opera Australia, as 
the preeminent arts organisation in Australia, 
is reliant upon having a dedicated orchestra 
of permanent, expert, opera musicians in 
OAO [Opera Australia Orchestra]. Any move 
to cut this expert orchestral team or to fur-
ther casualise the workforce would destroy 
the threads of expertise that wind their way 
through the company. It would destroy the 
very thing that makes the company great.”

“The artists of the Opera Australia 
Orchestra, alongside those artists in the 
chorus, set-design, wigs and wardrobe etc, 
are among the fi nest in the world who have 
trained for years to reach the pinnacle of their 
profession,” wrote MEAA SOMA members 
at Orchestra Victoria. “The generational 
knowledge held by these artists is one of the 
great strengths of cultural institutions such 
as Opera Australia. Any loss of these artists 
will create a signifi cant artistic vacuum to the 
company, and to our Australian cultural life.
MEAA 

NO OPERA WITHOUT US
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The response of the Andrews’ govern-
ment to COVID-19 has been a punitive 
response, mobilising police and some-
times the Australian Defence Force, to 
ensure that residents adhere to lock-
down. This has sparked new discus-
sions around police powers in the state.

THE VICTORIAN 
POLICE STATE

For years now activists in Victoria have 
been speaking up against the militarisa-
tion of Victoria Police, the expansion of the 
prisons into the private sector, the lack of 
accountability for police brutality, and, of 
course, the over-policing of minorities and 
the resulting Bla(c)k deaths in custody. For 
example, the incarceration of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people has increased 
by seventy per cent since Daniel Andrews 
was elected in 2014.

Many people on the left recently pointed 
out the hypocrisy of Victoria Police posting 
an infographic about mental illness on “R U 
OK?” Day to only three days later running 
over a disabled man with mental health 
problems, chasing him down to arrest him, 
and then stomping him in the neck.

The man, who was struggling with his 
mental health during lockdown, is now 
in a coma because of police brutality. His 
family, like many others, are urging for an 
independent body to investigate the police 
for accountability.

However, it’s not only Victoria Police 
that is being rightfully criticised. After the 
death of Aunty Sherry in police custody in 
Brisbane on Thursday 10th September, a 
Black Lives Matter snap action was organ-
ised the following day to call for justice and 
an end to Bla(c)k deaths in custody. One of 
the cops who policed this action was caught 
wearing the thin blue line symbol associated 
with America’s right-wing.

THE RIGHT-WING 
AND THE POLICE

The links between fascism and Australia’s 
police have been exposed numerous times. 
However, a new phenomenon has risen in 
which some of Australia’s right-wing have 
now found themselves in opposition with 
the cops.

The current anti-lockdown protests in 
Victoria Markets in Melbourne saw seven-
ty-four arrested and 176 fi ned last Sunday 
the 13th September. Photos of geared up 
riot police spread throughout social media 
with criticisms from both the right and left. 
However, it’s a fi rst for right-wing journal-
ists and even Liberal opposition members 
to take the opportunity to denounce Victoria 
as a “police state.” The only group silent on 
the increased powers and militarisation of 
the cops and their lack of accountability are 
the centre-left liberals.

Melbourne Activist Legal Support (MALS) 
wrote an article called “Where does MALS 
sit with all these ‘anti-lockdown’ protests?” 
that explored possible reasons why the 

right-wing have taken up anti-cop rhetoric. 
MALS suggests that the reason is because 
“the over-emphasis on police-led and puni-
tive responses to COVID-19 have increased 
the perception of unfairness in Victoria, 
and have also increased the likelihood of a 
backlash and misplaced resistance.”

So, what can we takeaway from this? 
The current right-wing trend to hate the 
police has given us a domestic example 
of how anti-cop rhetoric is not an inher-
ently left-wing position. Any clash between 
protestors and the police must be examined 
with a class analysis of both the state and 
the protestors.

COMMUNISTS 
AND THE POLICE

As communists, we view the police, like 
the army, as tools of state violence. In State 
and Revolution, Lenin referred to these 
tools as the state’s “special bodies of armed 
men placed above society and alienating 
themselves from it.” These “special bodies 
of armed men” are no longer a part of soci-
ety, and therefore do not belong to a class, 
but have been lifted above society as an arm 
of the state. This is the reason why there is 
no use to have a class analysis of the police. 
Rather, there needs to be a class analysis of 
who controls the state.

As mentioned in last week’s article 
“Follow the uprising, the Trotskyist said” 
(#1932), we cannot “clearly delineate sup-
port based on where the police presence 
is,” because in some situations, such as in 

Venezuela, the police are functioning as 
a tool of the state that is fi ghting against 
imperialism. 

When we analyse the class character of 
the anti-lockdown protesters, what do we 
fi nd? We fi nd petty-bourgeois elements, 
repeating chants about individual freedoms 
and proclaiming their status as “sovereign 
citizens.” This group have temporarily found 
themselves in confl ict with the state that 
is prioritising public health measures that 
restrict personal freedoms and the capital-
ist economy.

If we do an analysis of the Australian 
state what do we fi nd? We fi nd a white 
supremacist bourgeois-democracy control-
led by capitalists that have been profi ting off  
the myth of terra nullius since 1788. This 
analysis explains why the Aboriginal led and 
working class supported Black Lives Matter 
protests are a direct threat to the state. This 
explains why it is a left position to stand 
against the rising Bla(c)k deaths in custody 
and to demand land rights for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people.

The police will always be a violent force 
against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people and the working class since our 
interests are in contradiction with those of 
the state. Because of this, we should be very 
careful to not sympathise with Victoria’s puni-
tive lockdown when opposing anti-lockdown 
protests. Instead, we should expose the 
right-wing for being opportunist with their 
anti-cop rhetoric and trying to co-opt fair 
criticism of Victoria Police to further their 
capitalist interests. 

CONTEXTUALISING THE “LEFT” 
AND “RIGHT” STANCE ON 

AUSTRALIA’S POLICE BRUTALITY

Any clash between protestors and the police 
must be examined with a class analysis of 

both the state and the protestors.
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Hello comrades! Welcome to another 
week of Australian Communist Theory 
and History.

This week we have another article 
by former CPA General Secretary 
Lance L Sharkey on the differences 
between economism and sectarianism, 
especially as to how the former 
manifests in Australia, highlighting the 
need for trade unions to fi ght political 
struggles.

In our history section we have two 
articles. The fi rst has a connection with 
Sharkey’s article. Here trade unionists 
in Australia were fi ghting against the 
Australian government siding with the 
US Imperialists over their support of 
the Taiwanese government. 

The second article highlights the 
continued efforts of the Menzies 
government to censor our political 
freedoms.

L L SHARKEY
[CPA] General Secretary
Originally published in Tribune May, 
1957.
Considerable confusion has 
arisen within the ranks of the 
Party in connection with dis-
cussions around “economism” 
and sectarianism.

This has lead some comrades to 
reject work around the economic 
demands of the toilers “in order to 
concentrate on politics.” 

Such a separation of politics 
and economics is undialectical, un-
Marxist and extremely dangerous, 
not only for the economic struggle 
but equally so for the struggle for 
peace.

The struggle for peace is an 
all-round, many-sided struggle, in 
which the battle against the economic 
eff ects of warmongering on the lives 
of the people plays a vital role in 
arousing them to the fi ght for peace.

Inflation, shortage of con-
sumption goods, lack of housing, 
electricity, and other problems are 
becoming more acute as the result 
of war preparation.

Maurice Thorez stated: 
Even when the common 
struggle is waged only under 
the slogan of higher wages, 
it represents a defi nite 
contribution to the battle for 
peace and, in eff ect, means 
refusal to pay for the war 
policy pursued by the rulers.

For a Lasting Peace 
May 4, 1951

As I said at a recent discussion, 
the struggle for peace and for the 
economic interests of the masses 
is indivisible, and cannot be arbi-
trarily separated in the way some 
comrades are doing. They are, in 
today’s conditions, two aspects, or 
sides, of the one campaign.

Secondly, “economism” and 
sectarianism are not one and the 
same thing, as some comrades seem 
to believe, nor is “economism” the 
basis of the sectarianism which 
unfortunately still hinders and 
frustrates the Party’s approach to 
the workers.

Economism, in the sense Lenin 
fought it in the early days of the 
workers’ movement in Russia, 
was the opportunist theory that 
renounced politics on the part of 
the labour movement, which denied 
the necessity of a political party of 
the working class.

The trade union bureaucrats 

in the United States always deter-
minedly opposed a mass workers’ 
party in that country and taught 
that election bargaining with either 
of the two parties of the monopolies, 
the Republican and Democrats, is 
all the politics the workers need.

In Australia, as in other capi-
talist countries, the workers have 
thrown up political parties, the ALP 
and the Communist Party.

It is not necessary in this article 
to point out the failings of the ALP 
as a workers’ party, other than the 
to state that its reformist leaders 
strive to create an artifi cial separa-
tion between economics and poli-
tics, i.e. the business of the unions is 
purely of a trade union, industrial, 
economic character, and the unions 
should not discuss politics nor take 
part in political struggles.

“NO POLITICS”
The reformists endeavour to 

prevent the struggle of the mili-
tant unionists on the big political 
issues that so vitally concern them 
by raising this anti-working class 
slogan of “no politics in the union.”

In our party, we have sometimes 
referred to some of our trade union 
activists as “economists,” meaning 
that they have become so preoccu-
pied in industrial activities that the 
political issues pass over their heads. 

It is difficult, for example, 
to get them to take part in Party 
election campaigns, or to assist 

in cementing the alliance of the 
workers and farmers by backing 
farmers’ demands or at the present 
moment to campaign correctly and 
eff ectively for peace in their unions 
and to learn to connect in a proper 
way, the struggle of the unions with 
the broader campaign for peace and 
the fi ve Power Pact.

This so-called “economism” of 
our trade union and other com-
rades is obviously diff erent from 
the economism which Lenin fought 
successfully in Russia because they 
are members of, and understand 
the role of, the Party, ever if they 
do often make the mistake of not 
suffi  ciently linking the economic 
with the broader political struggle 
of the Party.

SECTARIANISM
What, then, is sectarianism? It 

is, in the fi rst place, opportunism. 
Left sectarianism, Stalin has said, 
is “the reverse side of the Right 
opportunist medal.”

It is sectarian dogmatism, the 
forcing on the workers of a narrow 
interpretation of the Party’s prin-
ciples, an insistence on formulas, 
instead of convincing and learning 
from, and giving a broad, construc-
tive leadership to the workers. It 
is the tendency to work among 
a narrow group of militants and 
regarding the mass of the workers 
as incapable of understanding or 
taking action.

It is also a tendency to replace 
concrete argument with abuse, 
especially against people who 
honestly disagree with us on a 
number of questions, or abuse of 
the right-wing instead of a concrete 
exposure, or “exposure” without 
putting forward the Party’s con-
structive program.

It means lumping together the 
rank-and-fi le labour workers with 
the leaders who collaborate with the 
bosses, or regarding every Catholic 
worker as a “Catholic Actionist” 
intent on disrupting the workers’ 
struggle.

UNITED FRONT
Sectarianism means attacking 

these workers, or attacking their 
beliefs in a narrow or personal way, 
instead of raising their political 
consciousness, above all, by leading 
them into political and economic 
struggles of the labour movement 
on the basis of the United Front, by 
means of patient explanation of the 
aims of the Communist Party and by 
concrete criticism of the right-wing 
and other misleaders of the people. 
These are common manifestations 
of our Party’s sectarianism.

The most outstanding exam-
ple of sectarianism on the part of 
the Central Committee was in the 
days of “Lang is right” when this 
demagogue succeeded in arousing 
a great mass movement.

The Party leadership then 

contented itself with “exposing” 
Lang and failed to present alterna-
tive proposals, refused in the main 
to work with and within the move-
ment led by Lang, so as to take it 
beyond the limits set by Lang and 
to be in a strong position to take 
the leadership when the inevitable 
day arrived when Lang let down 
this vast movement.

“TURNING 
INWARDS”

Sectarianism is a “turning 
inwards” of the Party instead of 
outwards. It is a refusal to work 
among the masses, and, therefore 
opportunism.

Our “economist” tendencies 
and sectarianism no doubt link up 
in a number of ways and feed each 
other but they are not identical.

I have witnessed or heard of 
examples of the most gross forms 
of sectarianism indicated above, in 
the past few months, even weeks. 

Is it any wonder that the Party’s 
progress is slowed down?

Must not each one of us look 
at himself and resolve to improve 
his mass work in order that the 
Australian working-class can play 
a worthy part in the historic world 
struggle for peace and to speed the 
incoming of People’s Democracy 
and Socialism? 

SECTARIANISM, ECONOMISM – 
WHAT ARE THEY?

They are, in today’s conditions, two 
aspects, or sides, of the one campaign.
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Originally published in Tribune September, 
1958.

Thousands of Australian unionists, 
through their leaders, have called on 
the Menzies government for action to 
avert the deadly danger of world war 
arising through US aggression against 
People’s China.

The workers know that Soviet Premier 
Khrushchev told US President Eisenhower 
nothing but the truth in his so-called “abu-
sive letter.”

It can hardly be denied that Eisenhower 
is personally responsible for Dulles’ brink-
of-war policy. Dulles was not elected but was 
appointed by Eisenhower.

Khrushchev’s blunt warning served the 
cause of peace. 

It let the US atomaniacs and the blood-
thirsty admirals and generals know what 
forces will, oppose them if they start a war.

Khrushchev was correct when he said that 
while US forces occupied Taiwan (Formosa) 
they would represent a constant threat of 
war. The whole world can see that.

Despite the falsifi cations of the US offi  cial 
spokesmen, Australia must not get dragged 
into aggression by the Menzies Government 
but must do everything to restrain the US 
warmongers.

The war they want would be a war against 
China for the restoration of the Chiang Kai-
shek dictatorship which killed more Chinese 
than even the Japanese did.

It would be a war to make China a US 
colony, with Chiang Kai-shek as a “front” 
man.

The Sydney Morning Herald says: “Why 
the US, far from acting to disengage herself 
from these useless and untenable islands, 
allowed Marshal Chiang Kai-shek to reinforce 
them remains incomprehensible.”

But there is nothing “incomprehensible” 
about it. 

It is the logical culmination of US aggres-
sion against the Chinese people.

This has included the payment of bil-
lions of dollars to the Chiang clique; recog-
nition of it as the “government of China,” 

non-recognition of the People’s Government 
and its subjection to a trade blockade and 
denial of any representation in the UN. 

The Federal conference of the Building 
Workers’ Industrial Union last week carried a 
resolution protesting against the interference 
by US armed forces in Taiwan (Formosa).

The resolution declared that Taiwan 
rightfully belonged to China. The interests 
of world peace required that the People’s 
government be given its rightful place in 
the UN and recognised by Australia, US, 
and other countries.

The resolution was sent to Menzies 

and US Ambassador Sebald on behalf of 
the 50,000 unionists represented by the 
conference.

Similar resolutions were carried last week 
by the Queensland Trades and Labour Coun-
cil and the Newcastle Trades Hall Council.

Many more such resolutions are needed 
to force the government to heed the people’s 
feelings which are strongly hostile to Dulles’ 
brink of war policy.

In Parliament last week Menzies declined 
to commit himself on the question of who 
owned the Chinese off shore islands.

He asked the people not to voice any 

opinions about it. He called for silence, 
whereas what is needed is a sustained broad-
side, of vigorous protests.

Acting External Aff airs Minister McBride 
more frankly defi ned the government’s real 
policy when he said earlier: “The Common-
wealth government fully supports the US. 
Its position is identical with that of the US 
on the Formosa Strait situation.”

This view is opposed by most of the 
daily papers, including the Sydney Morning 
Herald, the Sun and Daily Telegraph and 
the Melbourne Age and the entire labour 
movement. 

TRADE UNIONS MOVE AGAINST 
US WAR THREAT: 

KHRUSHCHEV WARNING TO US 
SERVES PEACE CAUSE

Originally published in Tribune 
September 1960.
The charges made against the 
Communist Party by Attorney-
General Sir Garfi eld Barwick, 
when introducing the amend-
ments to the Crimes Act to Par-
liament, were contained in the 
Recitals to Menzies’ 1950 Com-
munist Party Dissolution Act. 

These charges were fully 
argued before the High Court, 
which, by six to one, found every 
section of the Act to be invalid 
as violating the Australian 
Constitution.

The sole dissenting voice 
was that of the Chief Justice, Sir 
John Latham, who, as Attorney-
General in an anti-working class 
government in 1932, sought to 

strengthen the Act’s anti-demo-
cratic provisions.

Sir Garfi eld Barwick, who 
appeared for the Menzies Gov-
ernment, argued that Parliament 
“could say that John Smith was 
a menace to the security of Aus-
tralia and order him to be shot at 
dawn.”

The Court held that Parlia-
ment did not in fact possess such 
far-reaching power.

The Menzies government 
attempted to rectify this at a Ref-
erendum in 1951. 

Once again the pros and 
cons of Communism were fully 
argued and debated, this time 
before the people of the whole 
nation and once more the Men-
zies government was defeated.

The government is now 
seeking, through the amend-
ments to the Crimes Act, to 
get powers denied to it by the 
Australian people in 1951, and 
is reviving all the old and false 
charges against the Communist 
Party.

The amendments are not by 
any means directed exclusively 
against the Communist Party, 
but, by their drag-net character, 
can be used to silence criticism 
of the government and oppo-
sition to its policies from any 
quarter whatsoever.

And the past record and 
utterances of some of those 
associated with attempts to grab 
more power over the people 
confi rms that their venom is 

not reserved exclusively for 
Communists.

For example, there is the 
well-known outburst of a former 
reactionary Cabinet Minister, 
H Thorby, who, in December 
1938, said about Labor Leader 
John Curtin: “I hope the time 
soon comes when I’ve got the 
power to put traitors like that 
up against a wall and shoot 
them.”

Then there is the equally 
well-known statement by Treas-
urer Arthur Fadden that he 
would “sooner Hitler than union 
leftists,” made in October 1941, 
when Australia was at war with 
Hitler Germany.

What could be more treach-
erous than that, or Menzies’ 

own statement of December 12, 
1938, just nine months before 
we were at war with Nazism, 
that he thought “it was a great 
thing for Germany to have 
arms.”

It would really be a betrayal 
of peace and democracy and 
treachery to the people’s inter-
ests to give these servants of 
monopoly capitalism the powers 
they are seeking through the 
amendments to the Crimes Act.

This latest attack on liberty 
can and must be defeated, as 
were the attacks of 1950 and 
1951, by the mass concerted 
action of all sections, of the 
labour and democratic move-
ment in Australia. 

PEOPLES’ ACTION CAN AGAIN 
DEFEAT WOULD-BE DICTATORS
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In a complaint lodged to the 
Offi  ce of the Inspector Gener-
al on 14th September, several 
human rights groups in the US 
have drawn attention to the 
horrifying conditions in which 
detained immigrants are being 
kept in Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) facili-
ties. The complaint was lodged 
by Project South Institute for 
the Elimination of Poverty and 
Genocide, Georgia Detention 
Watch, Georgia Latino Alliance 
for Human Rights, and South 
Georgia Immigrant Support 
Network on behalf of detain-
ees at the Irwin County Deten-
tion Centre (ICDC) in the state 
of Georgia.

The complaint is based on inter-
views with detainees conducted by 
Project South and the testimony of 
ICDC nurse-turned-whistleblower 
Dawn Wooten. 

The document details “accounts 
of jarring medical neglect” at the 
ICDC, including refusal to test 
detainees for COVID-19 even when 
they are symptomatic, the transfer 
between facilities of detainees that 
have tested positive for COVID-19, 
the fabrication of medical records, 
systematic refusal to provide life 
dependent medication, and the 
destruction of medical requests 
fi led by detainees. 

Detainees reported unsanitary 
conditions, spoiled and infested 
food, and medical staff  dispens-
ing ibuprofen for serious illnesses. 
One detainee reported that he did 
not receive his HIV medication for 
three weeks and another was not 
given her breast cancer medication 
for six weeks. In the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, overcrowded 
living spaces make social distanc-
ing impossible for detainees and 
protective equipment is either 
inadequate or non-existent. 

Sadly, such conditions are the 
norm in ICE facilities across the 
US. Overcrowding, unsanitary con-
ditions and cruel, punitive meas-
ures are such systemic problems 
throughout these detention centres 
that it is impossible not to conclude 

that these outcomes are the result of 
a deliberate strategy to dehumanise 
and punish immigrants. 

This most recent complaint 
highlights a particularly troubling 
attack on the rights and bodies of 
detainees. The document presents 
credible evidence that medical 
professionals employed by ICE 
are performing hysterectomies on 
female detainees, often without 
their consent. 

A hysterectomy is the partial 
or complete surgical removal of 
the uterus. The procedure can be 
performed to treat conditions such 
as cancer, endometriosis, fi broids 
and severe period pain. However, 
alternate treatments are preferable 
in the majority of cases and hyster-
ectomy is generally considered to 
be a last resort when other treat-
ments have failed.

Detainees interviewed by 
Project South reveal that women 
at ICDC are sent to one particular 
gynaecologist outside of the facil-
ity, while whistleblower Dawn 
Wooten reported that “everybody he 

sees has a hysterectomy.” Wooten 
tells the story of how one young 
female detainee with a cyst on her 
left ovary ended up having a total 
hysterectomy after the right ovary 
was removed by mistake. Wooten 
also expressed concern that most 
of the women detainees who have 
received a hysterectomy do not 
understand why the procedure was 
performed on them. 

“These immigrant women,” 
Wooten explains, “I don’t think they 
really, totally, all the way under-
stand this is what’s going to happen 
depending on who explains it to 
them.” The testimonies included 
in the complaint suggest that these 
hysterectomies are being performed 
on immigrant women without their 
informed consent.

Some commentators have used 
the word genocide when describing 
the heinous acts that have allegedly 
taken place at the ICDC. At this 
stage such a claim is hyperbolic. It 
is, however, completely reasonable 
to claim, based on the evidence at 
hand, that the US has carried out 

forced sterilisations on immigrant 
women during their detainment 
at ICE facilities. This is a serious 
assault on immigrants’ human 
rights and a ghastly indication of 
the depths to which modern capi-
talist authoritarian governments 
are willing to plunge in order to 
discourage unwanted immigration.

Imperialism facilitates the fl ow 
of capital out of the imperial core, 
where it can exploit people and 
resources in the peripheries. This 
capital then returns at an increased 
magnitude, benefi ting only those 
in the centre. The fl ow of people 
from the peripheries to the centre is 
not part of this design. Imperialist 
nations are reluctant to allow those 
at the edges of the empire to enjoy 
the wealth that has been plundered 
from their own soil. Thus, when 
imperial subjects attempt to escape 
their miserable conditions they 
must be punished. This punish-
ment is then deliberately broadcast 
as a deterrent to other would-be 
immigrants and refugees.

We here in Australia should be 

paying close attention to how the US 
is treating detained immigrants and 
refugees within its borders. After 
all, Australia’s off -shore detention 
centres provided the blueprint for 
the inhumane treatment of unde-
sired immigrants that has come 
into fashion throughout Europe 
and the US. Successive Austral-
ian governments, both Labor and 
Coalition, have pursued policies of 
violent, punitive treatment towards 
immigrants and refugees for the 
sake of deterrence. 

What this demonstrates is that 
human rights violations against 
refugees and undesired immigrants 
is not an Australian problem, an 
American problem or a European 
problem. It is a capitalist problem 
common throughout the global 
north. The horrifi c treatment of 
unwanted immigrants is an integral 
part of capitalist imperialism. It is 
a problem that must be addressed 
by striking at the heart of capital-
ism itself. 

MEDICAL NEGLECT AND FORCED 
STERILISATION AT US IMMIGRANT 

DETENTION FACILITIES

The workers sent a loud message to 
the government by massively partici-
pating in the rally organized by trade 
unions in Thessaloniki on Saturday 
12 September. In their speeches, the 
workers’ representatives stressed the 
need for decisive strengthening of the 
trade unions and the collective organ-
ized struggle against the intensifying 
anti-labor attack of the government and 
the capital, so that the people do not 
pay for the new economic crisis again.

The demonstration was attended by 
the GS of the CC of the KKE, Dimitris 
Koutsoumbas, who made the following 
statement to the media:

“The working class and the Greek 
people cannot trust the ND [New Democ-
racy] government or the other political 
parties, which instead of repealing the 
memorandum measures that they all 
voted together, on the contrary, add new 
ones with Legislative Acts and fast-track 
procedures in the parliament that further 

reduce the people’s income, crush labor 
relations, and abolish the long-established 
rights of all workers, in all sectors. And all 
this sometimes under the pretext of the 
pandemic, and sometimes under the pre-
text of the economic crisis.

“Today Greece has rich productive, 
technological, and scientifi c potential, it 
mostly has experienced scientifi c man-
power and labor force that can work mira-
cles if the wealth of Greece becomes social 
ownership integrated in a central scientifi c 

planning of the economy and of services, 
free from imperialist agreements and 
shackles, with the people truly being in 
power in the country. 

“This is the call we make today, we 
call on the Greek people to struggle on 
this path. To strengthen the workers’ 
and class-oriented movement, the PAME 
[All-Workers Militant Front], the social 
alliance of all popular forces, in an anti-
capitalist and anti-monopoly direction, 
rallying around the KKE”. 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREECE, 
MASS DEMONSTRATION OF 

TRADE UNIONS IN THESSALONIKI
Communist Party of Greece statement
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In a chilling indictment of the prevail-
ing social system, a recently released 
government report on prison statistics 
revealed that just over half of all con-
victs and undertrials in Indian pris-
ons are Muslims, Dalits, or Adivasis. 
The share of these three communities 
in India’s population is 39.4 per cent 
according to the last Census held in 
2011. But the proportion of prison-
ers from these communities is 50.8 
per cent.

These three communities are the most 
economically and socially backward ones in 
India. Literacy rates are lower, school and 
higher education access is more limited, 
poverty rates are higher, unemployment is 
higher and average landholding sizes are 
lesser than other communities in society. 
Besides this, they also are subject to social 
oppression, violence, and discrimination by 
the so called “upper castes.” In the case of 
Dalits and Adivasis, this social oppression 
has been a centuries’ old legacy. For the 
Muslim community, the recent rise of Sangh 
Parivar affi  liated outfi ts – both in the form 
of BJP-led governments at the centre and 
several states, and in various active organi-
sations – has created a new era of vicious 
hate-mongering and violence.

This combination of economic and social 
backwardness, and discrimination is respon-
sible for the higher rates of imprisonment in 
Indian jails. It is reminiscent of the condition 
of “the Black (African-American) community 
in the US, which makes up about thirteen per 
cent of the country’s population yet suff ers 
an unconscionably high imprisonment rate 
of forty per cent, according to the latest data 
of the US government.

Muslim prisoners made up 18.1 per cent 
of all the prisoners (convicts and undertrials) 
in India. This is more than the proportion 
of Muslims in India’s population, which was 
14.2 per cent as per Census 2011. In the case 
of Dalits (Scheduled Castes aka SC), the gap 
is even bigger.

While their share in Indian population is 
16.6 per cent, they make up 21.2 per cent of 
the prisoners. Similarly, Adivasis (Scheduled 
Tribes aka ST) make up 8.6 per cent of the 
country’s population but in prisons, their 
share is 11.5 percent.

Analysis of earlier years suggests that 
this skew has always existed, despite all the 
claims of social justice, equality before the 
law and “sabka saath, sabka vikas” by suc-
cessive governments. It is a feature of India’s 
unequal and discriminatory socio-economic 
system, not merely an aberration.

DISEMPOWERED 
SECTIONS OF SOCIETY
There are several factors at work in cre-

ating this shocking state of aff airs. First and 

foremost is the fact that persons belonging 
to these communities are mostly poor. This 
prevents them getting access to proper legal 
advice right from the time of police investiga-
tion up to the proceedings in courts. Their 
disadvantaged position prevents them from 
exercising such basic legal rights as getting 
copies of police or court documents and 
verifying that authentic information is being 
recorded, getting representation of lawyers 
who are well versed and skilled enough to 
negotiate the maze of judicial proceedings, 
applying for bail or parole, petitioning to 
higher appellate bodies, etc.

In this, not only is their poverty an obsta-
cle but also the widely prevalent bias dis-
played by police and often by courts against 
them. When those who should be acting fairly 
and impartially themselves start displaying 
such communal and casteist biases against 
Muslims or Dalits and Adivasis, little justice 
is expected in the outcome.

In Indian prisons about thirty per cent 
of the inmates are convicts and about sixty-
nine per cent are undertrials, according to the 
NCRB report Prison Statistics of India 2019. 
The remaining one per cent are detenus or 
other types of prisoners. The vast number 
of undertrials are mostly those people who 
could not post bail because of not having 
enough resources. Obviously then, the poorest 
people get trapped in jails because of their 
poverty. Among them are large proportions 
of these three communities.

STATE GOVERNMENTS’ 
ROLE: MUSLIMS

Another factor in the high incarceration 
rates of Muslims, Dalits and Adivasis is 
revealed if one looks at the state-wide data. 
In Uttar Pradesh (UP), twenty-seven per 
cent of prison inmates are Muslims although 
their proportion in the state’s population is 
twenty per cent. In Gujarat, Muslims form 
only ten per cent of the state’s population 
but their proportion among the prisoners 
is a shocking twenty-seven per cent. This is 
the worst record among all states. In Assam, 
the state with the highest Muslim population 
(J&K and Lakshadweep have more but they 
are union territories), forty-fi ve per cent of 
prisoners are Muslims although in the state’s 
population their share is thirty-four per cent.

What is common to these three states is 
that they have BJP led governments and (not 
coincidentally) a high degree of communal 
polarisation fostered by the Sangh Parivar 
and BJP. In UP, the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment came to power in 2017 and it has 
been energetically pursuing Muslim-baiting 
policies whether it be the so-called anti-love-
jihad campaign or encouraging provocative 
ant-Muslim shows of strength, or the brutal 
attack on anti-CAA protestors which started 
in the last months of 2019 (the resulting 

imprisonments would be included in this 
data which is till December 2019). Gujarat of 
course is the well-known crucible of aggres-
sive Hinduism where the BJP has been in 
power for over twenty-fi ve years, and which 
saw one of the most barbaric anti-Muslim 
pogroms in India’s history in February-
March 2000. Assam in the North-East is a 
recent conquest of BJP but the simmering 
communal tensions cross-cutting with ethnic 
fractures have been weaponised by the Sangh 
Parivar/BJP for its electoral gains. The result 
is this high proportion of Muslim prisoners.

West Bengal presents an interesting facet 
of this issue: it has been governed by the 
Mamata Banerjee led Trinamool Congress 
since 2011 which tirelessly portrays itself as 
a defender of minority rights. Yet the state’s 
prisoners include thirty-seven per cent from 
the Muslim community, although its share 
in the state’s population is twenty-seven 
per cent. Clearly, the TMC government is 
paying lip service to defending the interests 
of Muslims whereas its machinery looks no 
diff erent from a BJP government’s when it 
comes to imprisoning Muslims.

STATE GOVERNMENTS’ 
ROLE: DALITS & ADIVASIS

A similar picture emerges if one looks at 
state-wide data on Dalit and Adivasi inmates 
of prisons.

UP, Gujarat, Assam, Madhya Pradesh 
(all BJP ruled states) and Bihar (ruled by 
JD(U)-BJP alliance) – all of them have much 
higher proportions of Dalits and Adivasis in 
jails compared to the population shares in 
respective states. While in UP, twenty-four 
per cent of prisoners are Dalit compared 
to twenty-one per cent Dalits in the popu-
lation, even the tiny Adivasi community 
in UP (just 0.6 per cent, concentrated in 
Sonabhadra district) has not been spared 
and they make up fi ve per cent of the state’s 
prison population. Gujarat shows a similar 
kind of hostility towards Dalits and Adivasis 
as it does to Muslims with Dalits making 
up sixteen per cent of prisoners compared 
to their population share of seven per cent 
and Adivasis forming another sixteen per 
cent of prison inmates, slightly more than 
their fi fteen per cent share in overall popula-
tion of the state. In MP, a BJP government 
was installed after engineering defection 
of some greedy Congress MLAs earlier this 
year. So, the data would refer to the period 
under Congress government led by Kamal 
Nath, who had narrowly led the Congress to 
victory in 2018. But analysis of past years of 
uninterrupted BJP rule confi rms that the 
short-lived Congress ministry in the state 
simply continued what the BJP had been 
doing all these years.

In Bihar too, BJP gained power in 2016 
by the overthrow of elected JD(U)-RJD 

government and forming a fresh post-election 
alliance with Nitish Kumar’s JD(U). Yet 
the two allies have continued their hostility 
towards Dalits and the small Adivasi com-
munity. Bihar has a sixteen per cent Dalit 
share in its population but in the prisons, 
this share shoots up to 21 per cent. Similarly, 
though the Adivasis make up only 1.3 per 
cent of the state’s population, they are four 
per cent of prisoners.

Odisha is a state with a non-BJP, non-
Congress government led by Naveen Patnaik 
for the past two decades. It has a seventeen 
per cent Dalit and twenty-three per cent 
Adivasi population – that makes up about 
forty per cent of the state’s whole population. 
But, even with such a sizeable presence, these 
communities face the wrath and bias of the 
criminal justice system. Thirty per cent of 
the prison inmates are Dalits and twenty-
eight per cent Adivasis – together making up 
fi fty-eight per cent of the state’s prisoners.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
Most legal or prison reform commissions 

or committees set up by the governments have 
conveniently ignored this ongoing injustice. 
Most of the political parties barring the Left 
have never addressed it because they only 
seek to indulge in patronage politics – protect 
their own supporters and disregard others. 
Rights and advocacy groups too often tend 
to ignore this. Any of the usual prescriptions 
for changing this tragic situation are some 
kind of prison reform or measly legal aid. The 
system is too powerful and its arms too long.

To change this situation, fi rstly, a thor-
ough and comprehensive inquiry needs to 
be carried out which should include a col-
lection of complete data on the economic, 
educational, social background of the 
inmates of prisons, an analysis of the cases 
they are charged (or convicted) with and an 
immediate disposal of all undertrial for bail 
applications (as per legal provisions), espe-
cially those from Muslim, Dalit and Adivasi 
communities.

In addition, there should be investigation 
of political or agitational charges against these 
inmates of prisons, and their speedy disposal. 
This is necessary because many Muslims, 
Dalits and tribals have been jailed for pro-
testing on a range of democratic demands 
like opposition to the takeover of forest land 
for unscrupulous natural resource exploita-
tion or infrastructure building; against caste 
atrocities; against communal laws (like the 
hated CAA) or falsely implicated in charges 
of communal and casteist nature.

All this needs to be backed by a wider more 
sweeping movement in defence of the rights 
and interests of minorities, Dalits and Adivasis, 
especially in these times when a government of 
revanchist and obscurantist standard bearers 
is in power, and functioning with impunity.
People’s Democracy 
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China issued fresh rules on Sunday 
to tighten regulation of the country’s 
fi nancial holding companies, a move 
that experts say will forestall risks in 
the fi nancial sector.

The new regulation concerns non-fi nan-
cial companies and other eligible entities 
that control at least two fi nancial institu-
tions doing business across fi nancial sec-
tors, requiring them to apply for and gain 
approval from the central bank, the People’s 
Bank of China (PBOC), to establish fi nancial 
holding companies.

The move is aimed at plugging regulatory 
loopholes and deepening fi nancial reforms 
amid eff orts to maintain market order, 
reduce risks and enhance support for the 
real economy, according to a notice released 
by the State Council.

The new rules will be eff ective from 
Nov. 1, 2020.

While some large fi nancial groups and 
non-fi nancial enterprises have been oper-
ating as fi nancial holding fi rms in recent 
years to conduct cross-industry investments, 
fi nancial holding companies have not been 
included as a group in the country’s super-
vision framework, posing fi nancial risks, 
PBOC Vice Governor Pan Gongsheng told 
a press briefi ng Monday.

Recognising that some well-managed 
fi rms have optimised resources and reduced 
costs by means of fi nancial holding fi rms, 
Pan also noted irregularities in the sector, 
including misuse of funds from fi nancial 

institutions and improper profits from 
related-party transactions.

The new rules require non-fi nancial 
fi rms to establish separate fi nancial hold-
ing companies subject to regulation, eff ec-
tively putting up a fi rewall between the real 
economy and the fi nancial sector to reduce 
contagion risk, Pan said.

“The new regulation is credit posi-
tive for China’s fi nancial system as it will 
improve governance around the ownership 
of fi nancial institutions,” David Yin, senior 
analyst at Moody’s Investors Service, said 
in a research note.

The rules require transparent and 

simplifi ed organisational structures, increase 
scrutiny over fi nancial holding companies’ 
legitimacy and sources of capital, and 
strengthen the risk-control, capital-man-
agement and disclosure practices of fi nancial 
holding companies, Yin noted.

The new regulation will have a positive 
impact on the fi nancial market, facilitating 
orderly competition among all sorts of insti-
tutions and forestalling systematic risks, the 
PBOC said in a statement.

China has been stepping up eff orts in 
recent years to contain fi nancial risks, crack-
ing down on high-risk shadow-banking 
activities and taking over fi nancial fi rms 

with illegal practices that threatened their 
solvency.

The country’s fi nancial regulators have 
been dealing with risks exposed by Tomor-
row Holdings, Anbang Group and other fi rms 
with the characteristics of fi nancial holding 
companies, Pan said.

The central bank will continue to roll 
out detailed rules governing fi nancial hold-
ing fi rms and work with other regulators to 
enhance the ability of fi nancial holding fi rms 
to serve the real economy, he added.
People’s Daily 
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NEW RULES WILL 
FURTHER REDUCE CHINA’S 

FINANCIAL RISK

The “Yellow Vests” Saturday took to 
the streets after a summer break to 
continue protesting against Emmanuel 
Macron’s pension reform plans.

Almost two years after their fi rst mobili-
sations, the Yellow Vests marched through 
Paris, Marseille, Toulouse, Lyon, Lille, 
Nantes, Nice, Bordeaux, and Strasbourg.

In Paris, security forces used tear gas to 
stop the demonstration. At least 200 pro-
testers have been arrested so far, mainly in 
the area of the Champs-Elysées.

According to Paris’ Public Prosecutor’s 
Offi  ce, fi fty-four people are still under arrest. 
Police have seized knives, masks, and a bow 
during their confrontation with the protesters.

Left-wing opposition leader Jean-Luc 
Melenchon congratulated the yellow vests 
for the mobilisation.

“Bravo for the insubordinate present 
in the demonstration of the yellow vests,” 
Melenchon tweeted as he appealed for calm.

The “Yellow Vests” movement emerged 
at the end of 2018 against the Macron’s plans 

to increase fuel prices. Subsequently, they 
evolved into a broader movement of rejec-
tion of the president’s policies.
teleSUR 

FRANCE: “YELLOW VESTS” RESUME PROTESTS 
AGAINST PENSION REFORMS

Venezuelan President Nico-
las Maduro said on Saturday 
that authorities had detained 
a former United States marine 
and CIA operative after he 
was caught spying on two oil 
refi neries.

Speaking on national television, 
the Bolivarian leader said: “He was 
captured with heavy weapons, spe-
ciality weapons. He was captured 
with a great amount of cash in 

dollars and with other elements that 
we have sent directly to the Public 
Ministry, the prosecutor’s offi  ce.”

The arrest was made in the 
north-western state of Falcon on 
Thursday, Maduro confi rmed.

He explained that the day before 
the spook was detained, Minister of 
Petroleum Tareck el-Aissami had 
foiled a plan to set off  an explosive 
device at the El Palito oil refi nery 
in the northern state of Carabobo.

Maduro issued a call for extra 
vigilance and heightened security 
measures by workers at the coun-
try’s refi neries.

“It’s a war of revenge of the 
gringo empire against Venezuela to 
impede Venezuela from producing 
all of the derivatives of oil, petrol, 
etc,” he said.

“This spy has been captured. 
This plan was detected, the plan was 
disassembled. We are 100 per cent 

activated to guarantee the physical 
security of strategic facilities, our 
petroleum plants. In the coming 
hours, I am sure that we’ll fi nd out 
more about this capture,” he said.

Washington has intensified 
pressure on Venezuela as it seeks 
the ousting of the democrati-
cally elected president. A series of 
bungled coup attempts have been 
spearheaded by hapless opposition 
politician Juan Guaido.

After they ended in failure, the 
US tightened sanctions on Ven-
ezuela, branding it a narco-terror 
state. It put a bounty on the head of 
Maduro and other key offi  cials and 
deployed warships to the region.

Last month, former US marines 
Luke Denman and Airan Berry 
were jailed for 20 years after being 
caught launching a coup attempt 
from neighbouring Colombia.
Morning Star 

CIA OPERATIVE DETAINED AFTER FOILED OIL 
REFINERY ATTACK, VENEZUELA’S MADURO SAYS


