
FOREIGN RELATIONS BILL IS 
“HEIGHT OF HYPOCRISY”

At the end of August, Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison announced plans for a 
foreign relations bill to give the Foreign 
Minister unprecedented, permanent 
powers over states, local government, 
and universities. The bill, if passed, 
would take Australia another step 
down its present trajectory towards 
an authoritarian state.

Universities and the corporate sector 
as well as the people of Australia should 
be worried and do all they can to prevent it 
being passed.

Under the bill, all existing and any pro-
spective foreign arrangements, memoranda, 
and partnerships would need to be registered. 
The Foreign Minister would have the arbi-
trary power to cancel or prohibit any they 
deem might hurt Australia’s foreign relations 
or sovereignty.

It would give the government arbitrary 
powers to cancel and prohibit agreements 
that are “not consistent with Australia’s 
foreign relations policies,” Morrison said. 
It could even extend to sister-city rela-
tions. Politicians travelling overseas would 
be required to register who they are going 
to meet.

“This is an important day for sovereignty 
in Australia. It’s an important day for ensur-
ing that Australia’s national interest is pro-
tected and promoted.” These extreme veto 
powers are retroactive.

The bill does not protect Australia’s 
sovereignty or national interests. Instead, it 
subjects Australia to the political, economic, 
and military diktat of Washington and the 

Pentagon. The bill excludes commercial 
relations between non-state corporations. 
This raises the question: how many Chinese 
corporations would be ruled out, such as the 
communications giant Huawei was, because 
of alleged links to the state?

The bill provides a potentially powerful 
economic weapon to be used when Chinese 
competition threatens Australian or US 
corporations.

This unprecedented power-grab would 
enable the Foreign Minister to bypass Par-
liament. The veto powers run contrary to 
the government’s worship of “free markets”, 
severely restricting trade, investment, cul-
tural, and other relations with China. Uni-
versities are furious over the restrictions it 
could impose on their curriculum.

Morrison’s talk of making Australia 
Number One, smacks of Trump’s national-
ism. The government is also misleadingly 
couching the bill as needed for “national 
security” purposes.

As usual, whenever “national security” 
is mentioned, the Labor Party murmurs 
something about needing to review it, and 
then hops on board. After saying that Labor 
would have to review it before expressing an 
opinion, Labor’s foreign aff airs spokesper-
son Senator Penny Wong said, “The sort of 
powers the government is talking about to 
override agreements that are counter to the 
national interest, of course Labor supports 
that.” Watch this space, as they say.

There is still time to ensure that Labor 
and the cross-benchers do not support the 
Bill in the Senate.

POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC

The US, as an economic powerhouse, is 
in decline and will do anything to hold onto 
its domination. It perceives China, which is 
developing rapidly, as a threat to its pursuit 
of global domination.

One of the government’s principal targets 
is the participation of the state of Victoria in 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The 
BRI poses a major threat to the US’s ambi-
tions. It off ers many third world countries 
an alternative route to loans, thus enabling 
these poorer nations to escape the clutches 
of the likes of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank.

The BRI loans do not carry the same 
conditionalities that loans from organisa-
tions such as the US-dominated IMF impose 
trapping nations in a downward spiral of 
never-ending debt. Instead, the loans are 
on a mutually benefi cial basis and come 
with comparatively low interest rates over 
long terms.

CONTINUATION OF 
CHINA BASHING

The bill is yet another in a series of ongo-
ing off ensive and provocative actions against 
the People’s Republic of China and its people. 
As deputy-sheriff  Australia continues to do 
the US’s dirty work.

For some time now, the Australian gov-
ernment, the opposition, and the media 
including the ABC, have been whipping up 

anti-China sentiments. This demonising of 
China has all the appearances of manipula-
tion of the mood of the Australian people in 
the lead-up to a war against China.

They have generally been in the name of 
protecting “national security” and Australia’s 
interests. These actions include:
• Ban on Huawei as a provider of 5G 

communications equipment
• Call for inquiry into the origins of the 

coronavirus
• Foreign donations bill
• Pursuit of Confucius Institutes as 

“Chinese Communist Party propaganda 
machines”

• Every time there was a reported cyber 
attack, China was immediately blamed

• Rejection of Chinese purchase of a dairy
• Accusations of technology theft and 

that China was in breach of intellectual 
property rights

• Australia’s navy patrolling South and 
East China seas

• Requirement for Review Investment 
Board to review all foreign investment 
proposals, with a list to be drawn up of 
trusted exemptions.

The agreement for the US to locate a 
military reserve supply of oil on Australia’s 
shores was particularly infl ammatory, as was 
the focus of Australia’s heightened military 
expenditure and the joint military exercises 
in the region.

Continued on page 2
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INJUSTICE PREVAILS 
AGAINST BLA(C)K 

DEATHS
Two weeks ago, two Indigenous families were let 

down, left without closure, as our judicial system failed 
to hold anyone to account for the deaths of their fam-
ily members.

The family of Tanya Day were “‘devastated and 
angry’ that no criminal charges will be laid against 
the police offi  cers involved in the case,” according to 
the ABC. In 2017, Day, a Yorta Yorta woman, who was 
asleep on a V/Line train to Melbourne was arrested 
by Victorian police for public drunkenness. She was 
placed in a cell in Castlemaine police station where 
she fell and hit her head on a wall, sustaining a serious 
head injury. Day’s death could have been “preventable,” 
according to a Victorian coroner, however, the offi  cers 
involved failed to adequately check on her. 

The decision by the prosecutors to not lay charges 
on the offi  cers, says the family, was based on “a police 
investigation that we have said all along was fl awed 
and lacked independence.”

The family of Tane Chatfi eld were also left with a 
series of non-answers after the inquest into his death 
was fi nalised. According to the ABC, the coroner found 
that he died of “intentionally self-infl icted injuries” (for 
more information about this Black death in custody see 
our editorial “Deaths in Custody” #1924). As a result 
of the fi ndings, Deputy State Coroner Harriet Grahame 
recommended authorities undertake “a comprehen-
sive audit of all cell hanging points at the Tamworth 
Correctional Centre and undertake urgent removal 
of any point identifi ed” (ABC). The prison, however, 
is heritage-listed and thus the advice to remove these 
hanging points has been met with resistance because 
the exercise would be “expensive or diffi  cult” – a senti-
ment perfectly encapsulating how Australia views the 
lives of Indigenous people: they are worth less than 
the renovation of a building.

TONY ABBOTT 
SHOWS WHERE 

HIS LOYALTIES LAY
Former Liberal Prime Minister Tony Abbott will 

be appointed to the British Board of Trade which will 
advise “Boris Johnson and trade secretary, Liz Truss, 
on future trade deals and will be a vital component of 
the UK’s future post-Brexit trade strategy” (Guardian 
UK). Many are perplexed by the choice, with “David 
Lawrence from the Trade Justice Movement sa[ying]: 
‘Hiring Tony Abbott to one of the top jobs in UK trade 
policy is a baffl  ing choice’ ” (ibid). More concerning 
than hiring a man who had little to do with the trade 
agreements during his own tenure as Prime Minister 
is the fact that our former leader is now working for 
another government! Furthermore, according to the 
SBS, based on fi gures they crunched, Abbott’s pen-
sion is roughly $300,000 and is likely to increase. 
Thus, we will eff ectively be continuing to pay this man 
this unseemly fi gure as he works in the service of 
Johnson’s government, essentially committing bor-
derline treason. 

Always the staunch Monarchist, working within 
the British government highlights in full form where 
Abbott’s loyalties have always laid. They have never 
been with the Australian people, but to the ruling 
class, especially that of England. While this move by 
Abbott is extremely unusual it is not without prec-
edent. Former Prime Minister George Reid went on 
to serve in the House of Commons, and as well as 
former Prime Ministers Stanley Bruce and Robert 
Menzies who were members of Churchill’s cabinet – 
all members of political parties had contempt for the 
working-class.

Of course our current Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison has no issue with the appointment qualify-
ing it as a “good hire.” It seems that Morrison doesn’t 
have concerns about foreign agents interfering in the 
government of other governments after all – so long 
as it’s one of our own.
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PRESS FUND
We must thank the thousands of health and other front-line workers who courageously 
put their lives on the line to save the lives of others. They all should all be entitled to paid 
pandemic leave when it is required, and not just in Victoria. Join us in demanding paid 
pandemic leave for all workers.
Thank you to the contributors below:
J Graham $20, TM $20, CW $20, J Hale 20, J Bridson $40.
This week’s total: $120. Cumulative total:  $2,504.

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
BILL IS “HEIGHT OF 

HYPOCRISY”
Continued from page 1

And now the government is 
going further with the foreign 
relations bill which targets China 
and down the track, if the US tells 
Australia to, could include Russia.

HYPOCRISY
It is the height of hypocrisy 

to introduce a bill in the name 
of protecting Australia’s national 
interests and sovereignty when 
at the same time the government 
hosts foreign bases, spy stations, 
and military forces under US com-
mand. All foreign bases and forces 
must be removed if Australia is to 
exercise its sovereignty. The govern-
ment is making Australia a target 
in any future war between the US 
and China.

COUNTER-
PRODUCTIVE

Suggestions by Australian poli-
ticians that Australia could infl ict 
economic damage on China saw 
China quickly respond by diversify-
ing sources of its imports.

For example, China has report-
edly established the infrastructure 
to receive extra-large iron ore car-
riers from Brazil. New routes are 
opening up with the BRI. Such 
changes would see Australia left 
out in the cold as China winds down 
imports from Australia, without 
any guarantee of restoring these 
lost exports at a later date.

At the beginning of this year, 
China took 48.8 per cent of Austral-
ia’s exports. Agriculture is another 
area where there has been grow-
ing reliance and opportunities for 
Australia. Australia’s and China’s 
exports are complementary – each 
providing goods and services the 
other requires.

A trade war with China is the 
last thing the Australian economy 
needs, in particular for an economic 
recovery to occur. Already, during 
the pandemic, tens of thousands of 
jobs have been lost to universities 
as students cannot enter Australia. 
Tourism is also suff ering because of 
closed borders. The resources and 
minerals sector is beginning to feel 
the impact of a drop in exports.

The Victorian Premier Daniel 
Andrews was not amused by the 
announcement of the bill, sarcasti-
cally saying Morrison would, “no 
doubt very soon be able to list the 
full range of other free trade agree-
ments and other markets that we’ll 
be sending Victorian products to. 
I look forward to that.” Obviously 
protecting and creating jobs was 
not high on the Prime Minister’s 
agenda.

Australia should assert its 
independence and sovereignty by 
closing all foreign bases, remov-
ing all foreign military forces, and 
determining its own foreign policy 
in the interests of the Australian 
people.

A number of European coun-
tries are stepping up their economic 
relations with China. Australia 
should do likewise while it has the 
opportunity to do so.

Finally, the government should 
accept China’s repeated requests 
for friendship and cooperation. 

Politics in the Pub Perth

Military Spending

Thursday 24th September, 6-8 pm
Venue: 43 Below Bar and Restaurant

(43 Barrack Street Cnr Hay St Mall Perth CBD)

Speakers:

Jen Blay – Student Activist
Adrian Glamorgan – Peace Activist

Seamus Carey – IPAN WA Youth Rep
Chaired by Dr Christopher Crouch

This is a free event – Food and drink available from the counter.

For more information contact 0419812872
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The waterfront continues in struggle 
and wharfi es are not backing down, 
nor should they. The whole contain-
er terminal industry is in struggle. 
The national operators are DP World, 
Patrick and Hutchison with Victoria 
International Container Terminal 
(VICT) which operates in Melbourne 
alone. The employers’ position targets 
previous Maritime Union of Austral-
ia (MUA) gains and is an orchestrat-
ed industry attempt to unwind those 
past victories and take wharfi es back 
a few steps, but they aren’t having it 
and good on them all.

The MUA was able to secure a national 
agreement with DP World but still has four 
ports with local agreements outstanding. The 
national agreement was a signifi cant victory 
for the union and comes on the back of nearly 
two years of industrial action by wharfi es 
at DP World. DP World have now settled 
nationally leaving Hutchison outstanding 
and somewhat isolated. Patrick workers 
have just begun their campaign and are now 
starting to unleash their industrial capacity 
to reach agreement to protect and extend the 
position of wharfi es there.

Wharfi es at Hutchison Ports have noti-
fi ed industrial actions which will begin on 
5th September in Sydney and Brisbane 
on top of existing bans on overtime, shift 
extensions, and other fl exibilities. Actions 
at DP World have waned for the moment 
due to the national agreement but there is 
no certainty that local rostering and working 
arrangements will not re-spark the dispute 
with the global operator across the four ports 
on local issues.

VICT, the Australian arm of the nasty 
global operator International Container 
Terminal Services (ICTSI) has failed to sell 
a non-union agreement to workers twice 
now and for the fi rst time the hugely anti-
union VICT will engage in negotiations 
with the MUA. The MUA were locked out 
of the Melbourne terminal but the inevita-
ble excesses of the employer and attempts 

to further drive down the already forty per 
cent reduced rates and conditions at VICT 
have seen considerable organising growth 
that is now placed to challenge the company.

One of the features of this new phase of 
struggle on the waterfront is the new tactics 
the MUA are adopting across the industry. 
When workers take industrial action they are 
balloted with a series of questions which out-
line the form of actions which can be taken. 

Waterfront experience has shown that 
a company facing industrial action will just 
move the vessel and outsource it to another 
stevedore. 

The new ballot questions deal with this 
situation, directly banning work on subcon-
tracted vessels. Other new questions in the 
union’s armoury include the slowest possible 
operation of a crane, driving a straddle car-
rier at ten km/h and working strictly to the 
employers’ load sheets which are notoriously 
incorrectly planned and formulated. 

Following the instructions of the incom-
petent bosses will lead to certain failure and 
is a worthy way of making the point about the 
value of wharfi es and their knowledge and 
experience in loading and unloading vessels. 

Targeting the actual ship for action is a 
new and much more eff ective means of hitting 
the mark as a ban on a ship means the ship 
gets hit with action regardless of time-frame 
as opposed to nominating a specifi ed period 
which allows employers to manipulate the 
work situation and avoid or at least mitigate 
the workers’ action.

Industry pundits are screaming wildly 
about the development of this new union 
power. Any challenge to the employers’ 
unbridled power under the Fair Work Act 
must surely be a good thing but bosses are 
out organising trying to tarnish the MUA 
with claims of irresponsibility during an 
economic meltdown and during COVID-19.

The MUA has clearly exempted any 
medical or COVID-19 related cargos expos-
ing the employers’ rhetoric as hollow and 
self-interested.  During the pandemic it has 
been employers using COVID-19 to try and 

get emergency services legislation in place to 
thwart the action of wharfi es. The industry 
response to COVID-19 was also less than 
spectacular as every COVID-19 measure was 
fought out in every terminal including a ten-
day stoppage over COVID-19 at Hutchison in 
Sydney. There was no coordinated COVID-19 
industry response by employers which is a 
refl ection of the devolution brought about 
by enterprise forms of employment.

The issues for wharfi es are issues that 
affect the entire community and every 
worker. The MUA and its members continue 

to fi ght against automation and outsourcing 
of their work. They fi ght for decent family 
friendly rosters and permanent jobs against 
the scourge of insecure work.

The MUA has shown that it is not only 
possible to fi ght during the pandemic but 
it is essential as the employers will most 
certainly use every negative social circum-
stance to swell their profi ts at the expense 
of all workers and our communities. The 
employers will never stop waging the class 
struggle. If workers stop fi ghting it means 
they will lose. 

Cranes stand still at Hutchison Ports due to workers’ action.

Australia

STRUGGLE ON THE WATERFRONT

Nas Goto

Today, comrades stood in 
solidarity with the family of 
Tane Chatfi eld, as the coronial 
inquest into his death reveals 
its fi ndings at Armidale Court 
House. Tane Chatfi eld is an 
Aboriginal man who died 
under suspicious circumstanc-
es on remand, under the cus-
tody of the state (see editorial 
“Deaths in Custody” #1924). 

A leading political rally went 
on in support of Tane’s family in 
Armidale, outside of the courthouse. 
Meanwhile, A contingent consisting 
of members from the Communist 
Party of Australia (CPA), Austral-
ian Student Environment Network 

(ASEN), and Socialist Alliance, held 
several banners at Railway Square 
in Sydney to spread awareness of 
the injustice the Chatfi eld family 
is facing, as well as promoting 
the broader Black Lives Matter 
movement.

The banner drop action was a 
success. This kind of action that 
bridges the gap and educates the 
masses in their daily lives is vital 
for the movement, many passersby 
engaged with comrades present to 
learn more, and to show solidarity 
and support. The support given 
is indicative that the progressive 
position on this question is still 
thriving, despite attempts from the 
mainstream media to reverse it!

Sadly, despite the energy of the 

movement, and strength of solidar-
ity with the Chatfi eld family, the 
fi ndings led to a ruling that Tane 
Chatfi eld’s death was a suicide by 
hanging. The Chatfi eld family for 
the last three years has not been 
given the justice and closure they 
deserve for the killing of their 
beloved Tane, on the part of Cor-
rective Services New South Wales 
(CSNSW). CSNSW, and the state, 
had failed to keep this young black 
man safe and alive while he was 
under their care and responsibility 
(see this week’s editorial for more).

The Black Lives Matter move-
ment continues to demand that the 
state be held accountable for every 
death within custody. 

REPORT: JUSTICE FOR TANE CHATFIELD, 
SYDNEY BANNER DROP (26/08/2020)

Support the Support the GuardianGuardian  
by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund
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A new report by the Fair Work Ombuds-
man (FWO) found an industry char-
acterised by repeat off enders who 
clearly had no fear of regulation or 
enforcement.

The report found just one fi fth of fi rms 
that had been previously audited by the 
FWO had responded to enforcement action 
and of those still operating nearly half were 
breaching workplace laws.

The AWU says it demonstrates that 
worker exploitation has become a business 
model and that growers simply don’t fear 
any consequences.

“This is a sector that’s lawless and com-
fortable with operating without scrutiny. 
Even when put explicitly on notice they 
refuse to change their ways, because wage 
theft is entrenched as a business model in 
Australian horticulture. Growers know that 
if they’re caught they’ll get a slap on the wrist 
and can go right back exploiting people. 
The penalties are clearly too weak, there is 
no oversight – it’s a total rort and it is hurt-
ing people. Enough is enough.” said Daniel 
Walton, National Secretary of the AWU.

“It doesn’t need to be this way. Despite 
the ridiculous claims of the farming lobby, 
it’s not necessary to exploit people to produce 
aff ordable fruit and veg.

“The idea that people don’t want to work 

in horticulture is off ensive. All work is digni-
fi ed and should be paid properly.

“There are plenty of good jobs in agri-
culture that Australians rush to fi ll – and 
the reason is quite simple; they’re paid the 
legal wage.”

The AWU recently said the evidence 
presented by the Fair Work Ombudsman 
only adds to its calls to overhaul the entire 
sector from top to bottom.

Walton said: “We need to bust this model 
that trades on visa complexity, labour hire 
exploitation and a lack of enforcement and 
transparency once and for all.

“The industry claims that Australians 
don’t want to work in the horticulture indus-
try. That’s just not true – they just don’t want 
to work under illegal slave conditions and 
get paid miserably.

“The truth is, Australians know that this 
sector is lawless – and they’re staying away.

“I’d wager we have a very diff erent story if 
we actually started paying people a fair wage, 
provided them career pathways and decent 
accommodation. The truth is the farming 
industry has gotten away with exploiting and 
underpaying backpackers for too long, and 
they just don’t want the status quo to change 
and that’s disgraceful. It’s time to break the 
addiction to wage theft and exploitation.”

The AWU also says an improved visa 

system with genuine oversight by govern-
ment and onsite enforcement by unions 
would help regulate a sector that has spun 
out of control.

Walton said: “There are some genuine 
labour shortages due to COVID-19, but it’s 
certainly not the crisis the industry is claim-
ing. The shortage can be fi xed by improving 
pay and conditions for locals, abolishing the 
88-day Working Holiday Maker (WHM) 
program and by developing a better policed, 
properly targeted Seasonal Workers Program. 
An industry that is built on stealing wages 
from young backpackers can’t be a model 
that Australia endorses.

“Unions like the Retail Supply Chain Alli-
ance members (AWU, TWU, SDA) should 
be given the power to visit farms, do spot 
checks and start policing the industry as a 
matter of urgency.”

FWO Inspectors resisted 245 businesses 
that had been found to have breached work-
place laws during the nation-wide Harvest 
Trail Inquiry. It found 162 were no longer 
in business, and of the 83 still operating, 38 
businesses (or around one fi fth) were still in 
breach and issued 22 compliance notices and 
seven infringement notices.

The AWU is a member of the FWO 
Horticulture Industry Reference group. 

Australia

HORTICULTURE INDUSTRY 
THINKS IT IS ABOVE THE LAW

Australian Workers’ Union (AWU) statement

More than six months into the 
pandemic and facing the fi rst 
recession in 30 years, the Mor-
rison government has still not 
produced a national econom-
ic reconstruction plan and is 
cutting back support for work-
ing people.

GDP has fallen a record seven 
per cent in the June quarter 
according to data released by the 
ABS. This is the largest quarterly 
fall since records began in 1959 
and means Australia is in reces-
sion for the fi rst time in thirty 

years. Without a comprehensive 
national economic reconstruc-
tion plan like the one the ACTU 
put forward in July we know that 
many of the millions of workers 
currently reliant on JobKeeper 
will fall out of work entirely as 
the Morrison government con-
tinues to cut back support.

The Morrison government 
has underspent many other com-
parable economies as a percent-
age of GDP on its direct fi scal 
response to the crisis. We need 
strong government spending to 

create the secure jobs and con-
sumer spending which will re-
start the economy.

ACTU President Michele 
O’Neil said, “These are the worst 
economic fi gures ever recorded, 
we are in an unprecedented eco-
nomic and public health crisis, 
and yet the Morrison govern-
ment has no plan for a way out.

“The Morrison government 
has been attacking state govern-
ments for not having a road-map 
out of necessary lockdowns, 
but has refused to produce a 

comprehensive jobs plan even 
as the economy crashes into 
recession.

“We need leadership from the 
federal government, and a com-
mitment to investment which 
will create jobs for the millions 
of working people who will need 
them in the coming months and 
years.

“Instead of investment, what 
we are seeing from the Morrison 
government is the cutting back of 
essential supports like JobKeep-
er and JobSeeker, the forced 

gutting of working people’s 
retirement savings through the 
early access super scheme, and 
an additional attack on the fi nan-
cial security of working people in 
the eff ort to delay the increase in 
the super guarantee.

“We need a comprehensive 
national economic reconstruc-
tion plan to create jobs and show 
Australian workers that there is a 
way out of this crisis.” 

AUSTRALIA PLUNGES INTO FIRST 
RECESSION IN 30 YEARS – BUT STILL NO 

PLAN TO SUPPORT AND CREATE JOBS
ACTU statement

Friday 28th was Equal Pay Day, mark-
ing the end of the fi fty-nine additional 
days that women, on average, have to 
work to reach parity with male earn-
ings from the last fi nancial year.

The gender pay gap remains stagnant 
at fourteen per cent, and the pandemic and 
the Morrison government’s response are on 
track to leave a legacy of increasing disparity 
between men and women’s pay and retire-
ment savings.

The refusal of the Morrison government 
to address insecure work which dispropor-
tionately aff ects women has left a third of 
the workforce without sick leave during a 
pandemic and means that women who are 

returning to work are returning to jobs which 
are lower paid and more insecure.

In sectors which have carried our country 
through the pandemic the situation is even 
worse. Healthcare has one of the worst sector-
wide pay gaps in Australia, at 21.3 per cent.

The overwhelmingly female workforces 
in aged care and early childhood education 
and care are systemically underpaid and deal 
with extreme levels of insecure work. Women 
in the community sector are facing funding 
shortfalls which will undermine equal pay

The Morrison government’s super early 
access scheme has forced people to fund their 
own crisis response and has had a disastrous 
impact on the retirement savings of women, 

who have been forced to raid their savings 
more often than men.

1.3 million women have accessed their 
super early just to pay their bills. More than 
300,000 women have completely emptied 
their super accounts, eight per cent of whom 
were younger than thirty-fi ve.

Young women who are forced to withdraw 
$20,000 now to get by during this crisis will 
be nearly $95,000 worse off  in retirement. 
Women already retire with forty-seven per 
cent less super than men.

It is essential that the recovery from 
this crisis address the long-standing issues 
which have reduced the pay and retirement 
income of women.

The ACTU has put forward a National 
Economic Reconstruction Plan which would 
put working people at the centre of the recov-
ery and ensure that we rebuild a workforce 
with stronger rights for working people and 
less insecure work. It includes access to free 
universal childcare.

Addressing equal pay requires investment 
in secure jobs, and improving women’s legal 
rights to win equal pay.

We call on the Morrison government to 
stop ignoring the structural problems in our 
economy and to put an end to the gender 
pay gap. 

EQUAL PAY DAY – PANDEMIC RESPONSE 
MUST ADDRESS THE GENDER PAY GAP

Statement from ACTU President Michele O’Neil
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“Our strategy should be not only to confront empire, 
but to lay siege to it. To deprive it of oxygen. To shame 
it. To mock it. With our art, our music, our literature, 
our stubbornness, our joy, our brilliance, our sheer 

relentlessness – and our ability to tell our own stories. 
Stories that are different from the ones we’re being 

brainwashed to believe.”

Eileen Whitehead

I’m sure that, like many people, I’ve 
been trying to consciously unpick my 
reaction to this pandemic’s complete 
upheaval of the society in which I live. 
How can anyone come out of this shock 
to the entire economic and value sys-
tem of their world believing that noth-
ing should change?

I’ve begun to question the way I have 
always protested about the things I believe 
wrong in our society: the marches to Alder-
maston in the fi fties, the burning of bras (not 
literally) in the sixties, along with my fury 
at the Vietnam war; Thatcher’s bedroom 
tax; the endless May Day rallies; the Iraq 
lies: over seventy years, what has my pro-
testing achieved? As Arundhati Roy (what 
a woman!) remarked after the 2003 Iraq 
war protests: “You do not stop a war with 
a weekend protest [...] You need to literally 
stop the companies that profi t from war.”

Here we are in 2020, not looking at a 
brave new world, but looking at a decidedly 
sick one. Protesting at the behaviour of the 
one per cent at the top of the pile has got us 
nowhere and now COVID-19 forces even 
those who felt relatively comfortable living 
in this capitalist system to start doubting 
it. When this scourge has ended, where will 
those at the bottom of the pile and a lot of 
those currently in the middle of the pile, be?

What are we hearing after this pandem-
ic? That the rich have become even richer, 
while the poor die in their thousands. These 
are not the values I want to live by in this 
increasingly authoritarian world. I’m sick 
of hearing that I live in a democracy. If that 
were so then those I elect to represent me 
would be doing just that but, increasingly, 
they are doing the opposite. Like the other 
eighty-four per cent of the electorate, I want 
them to tackle climate change. Their lack 
of action is destroying our world and this 
pandemic is also a case in point. 

We now learn that, as early as 1990, a 
young virologist, Stephen Morse, coined the 
term “emerging viruses” and spoke about 
potentially devastating pathogens emerging 
because our urbanisation was causing the 
proximity of humans to forest animals that 
serve as viral reservoirs: warnings about the 
worldwide spread of microbes accelerated by 
war, the global economy, and international 
air travel. Who was listening? Certainly not 
those profi ting from raping the planet. Joshua 
Lederberg, then president of Rockefeller 
University stated that “the single biggest 
threat to man’s continued dominance on 
the planet is the virus.” 

Realising how powerful people can be 
en masse, governments of all colours have 
brought in restrictive legislation – especially 
for unions – preventing strikes with pro-
hibitive fi nes. When the fury of the people 
erupts, as after yet another killing of a Black 
American, George Floyd, by white police, 
they are faced with a police force equipped 
like an army. 

So, if peaceful protests prove ineff ec-
tive what is left? We’ve tried being peaceful 
in the case of global warming: hundreds 
of scientists signed letters, people gather 
regularly outside parliaments: yet nothing 
changes. What do we learn from this? After 
a lifetime, I’ve learnt that peaceful protests 

are not working, and that other avenues 
should be explored. 

And fi nally, this is beginning to happen 
– hopefully not too late – with movements 
being mobilised to deal directly with a prob-
lem. Now we’re seeing lawyers becoming 
involved to challenge companies involved in 
destroying the planet. And, if this increasingly 
authoritarian society keeps making protest 
marches and strikes illegal, the next step is 
civil disobedience.

While we continue to obey laws made to 
keep us quiet, continue to bend our backs 
producing and consuming their goods – as 
workers in factories, companies, and univer-
sities – we feed the status quo. The current 
system – neoliberalism – has alienated us 
and divided our sense of community, but 
this pandemic has given us the opportunity 
to imagine a new, much fairer, society: to 
mend our communities and join together 
in achieving the world we want. The power 
of civil disobedience and strikes are far 
more powerful than protests and appeals, 
though a strategy involving all four would 
be phenomenal! To achieve social change, 
we need a constructive and organised resist-
ance. All the presently divided groups on the 
left of the spectrum need to come together 
and organise.

The amazing deployment of the Black 
Lives Matter (BLM) Movement which has 
become one of the largest protest move-
ments in US history has aff ected the US 

psyche like a tsunami and is already having 
political repercussions: defunding of police, 
new laws to eff ect charging racist police, 
and end police militarisation. Once again 
professional groups are involved – as in civil 
rights lawyers. But what I consider amazing 
is the return of community action: there’s 
strength in numbers.

Another powerful “ripple” in the US, 
revealing of a people’s revolt is the People’s 
Strike [www.peoplesstrike.org], which sees 
people co-ordinating online, combining 
worker strikes in exploitative corporations 
such as Walmart, Amazon, and Wholefoods, 
united under the slogan that “Capitalism is 
the Virus.” I never thought to see this form 
of constructive resistance in America. Per-
haps Americans are realising they’re not so 
free after all.

Stellan Vinthagen, a professor of resist-
ance studies at University of Massachusetts, 
and an activist in War Resisters’ Interna-
tional, is a keen advocate of “constructive 
resistance,” believing it enacts alternatives in 
a form of resistance combining the affi  rma-
tives and negatives in the struggle for social 
change. He advocates that it “avoids the co-
option trap that hunts the construction of 
alternatives which risks them becoming just 
another alternative in the capitalist market 
while simultaneously avoiding the repres-
sion and marginalisation trap that hunts 
radical resistance movements.” Building 
this resistance involves “dignity, resources, 

empowerment and hopeful alternatives to 
existing problems, while mass mobilisations 
of resistance tear down and obstruct the 
power systems of dominant elites to exploit, 
repress and destroy people, nature and the 
planet we live on.”

It will be a busy time during this pan-
demic for us to re-orient, develop strate-
gies, and form alliances and, perhaps, fi nd 
another way to organise ourselves. Unless 
we do this we will have lost an opportunity 
to emerge from COVID-19 prepared to deal 
with the capitalist system that threatens us, 
our way of life and the planet.

To quote my favourite author, Arundhati 
Roy, again: “Our strategy should be not only 
to confront empire, but to lay siege to it. To 
deprive it of oxygen. To shame it. To mock 
it. With our art, our music, our literature, 
our stubbornness, our joy, our brilliance, 
our sheer relentlessness – and our ability to 
tell our own stories. Stories that are diff er-
ent from the ones we’re being brainwashed 
to believe.” She also added “The corporate 
revolution will collapse if we refuse to buy 
what they are selling – their ideas, their ver-
sion of history, their wars, their weapons, 
their notion of inevitability.”

People must realise that united we can 
have a better world. We are in the majority 
and those who subjugate us are few: they need 
us more than we need them. Our poor, suff er-
ing earth certainly does not need them. 

OP-ED: THE END OF THIS ROAD
Australia



6  September 7, 2020 GuardianMagazine



Guardian September 7, 2020  7Magazine

B A Ford

What’s the solution to unemployment? 
Jobs. What’s the solution to the failing 
economy? Jobs. What’s the solution 
to the health crisis? Unionised jobs.

In #1929, our article “Unemployment 
disaster” reported that while we have over 
one million unemployed people, the reality 
is much worse. The total number of under-
utilised workers is more than 2.5 million 
people, which represents twenty per cent 
of the labour force.

Multiple actions are being taken in 
defence of underutilised workers. There is 
the campaign to “Raise the Rate for Good” 
by the Australian Council of Social Service 
(ACOSS); the Australian Unemployed Work-
ers’ Union (AUWU) is pushing its demands 
to “Keep the Rate” and for a Jobs Guarantee 
program; the Living Income for Everyone 
(LIFE) has launched to coordinate cam-
paigns around JobSeeker and JobKeeper; 
and unions have also been campaigning 
hard for a functioning social security safety 
net such as United Workers’ Union’s “Job-
Keeper for All” campaign.

But will an increase to social security be 
enough or do we need more?

FROM DOLE BLUDGER 
TO JOB SNOB

This rhetoric of “job snobs” that the bour-
geois politicians and mainstream media have 
been obsessed with has its explicit purpose. 
We should ask ourselves why have we moved 
from “dole bludger” to “job snob”?

Job snob has a specifi c function, sepa-
rate to dole bludger. While dole bludger 
paints an image of someone preferring to 
live the oh-so-luxurious lifestyle of skipping 
meals and not making rent, job snob paints 
underutilised workers as too arrogant to 
accept work!

This rhetoric ties hand in hand with 
the government’s policy of withdrawing all 
social security payments if an unemployed 
person refuses a job off er. This forces people 
to accept jobs that might be harmful to their 
health, forces them to relocate, or jobs with 
illegal wages in fear of losing their JobSeeker 
payments if they refuse. 

As mentioned in #1925: “How hard is it 
to just keep Social Security above the poverty 
line?” – the job snob rhetoric has no basis 
in reality. The amount of jobs advertised on 
Seek could only provide jobs for roughly ten 
per cent of people on JobSeeker.

The combination of a lack of available 
jobs and the cutting of social security cre-
ates a perfect situation for workers to pay 
for the health crisis. This reserve army of 
labour can be hired as scab labour to break 
strikes, betray fellow workers, and shackle 
trade unions.

The capitalists are in a situation where 
they can pit employed and unemployed work-
ers against each other. To overcome this, it’s 

imperative that unemployed workers are as 
organised as employed workers.

DISABLED WORKERS
One group that slips by unnoticed are 

disabled workers. Disabled workers have 
been battling this situation ever since the 
emergence of industrial capitalism and 
the standardisation of the worker’s body. 
Disabled workers have always made up a 
signifi cant proportion of the reserve army 
of labour.

While some organisations are campaign-
ing for a rise to the Disability Support Pension 
(DSP), which was left out of the Coronavirus 
Supplement extended to JobSeeker and Youth 
Allowance, there has been little attention on 
other areas of underpaid and underutilised 
disabled workers. 

Schemes that are adopted to employ 
disabled workers are exploitative and drive 
down wages for able-bodied workers. One 
such scheme is the Supportive Wage System 
(SWS), which ties a worker’s productivity to 
their wage and can pay as little as 12.5 per 
cent of award rates or $2.44 per hour.

Subsidising disability employment in the 
not-for-profi t and private sector does not 
solve the issue of unemployment. Rather, 

unemployment rates stay the same as busi-
nesses will lay off  able-bodied workers in 
favour of a cheaper source of labour. By 
rorting the system, businesses can eff ectively 
employ casualised labour with a bonus.

Disability Employment Services (DES) 
(the disability equivalent of Job Service 
Providers) will fi le disabled JobSeekers into 
streams of severity of disability and supply 
these workers to businesses who the govern-
ment gives up to $6,000 over 26 weeks as 
an incentive to employ.

A similar story can be found for mature 
workers where businesses can receive up to 
$10,000 over twenty-six weeks for hiring 
mature workers through wage subsidy 
schemes. When job contracts include a pro-
bationary period of twenty-six weeks, these 
workers are simply laid off  and replaced with 
a new, subsidised worker. 

EXPAND 
THE PUBLIC SECTOR

To provide good, unionised jobs that will 
not exploit the current pool of underutilised 
workers, we need an immediate expansion 
of the public sector. This would include 
expanding Centrelink, the public health 

sector, and public education; investing in 
infrastructure development and aff ordable 
public housing; nationalising the airlines; 
ending privatisation; and equal pay and 
job creation for disabled workers including 
mature workers in the public sector.

Unfortunately, the government will not 
hand us a safety net and will do its best to 
make workers pay for the crisis. We must 
take things into our own hands by rallying 
around:
• A Jobs Guarantee program that 

provides JobSeekers with full-time, 
minimum wage work

• Abolition of Job Service Providers, 
work for the dole, mutual obligations, 
and exploitative disability employment 
schemes

• No cuts to JobSeeker or JobKeeper
• Expansion of JobSeeker and JobKeeper 

to cover all workers including migrants
• Paid pandemic leave
• Immediate expansion of the public 

sector 
Or simply put: workers demand jobs, 

jobs, jobs! 

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS

Aged care workers across Australia 
are speaking out about the appall-
ing conditions they face while work-
ing in aged care, sending a message 
to employers and politicians: “Thank 
you is not enough.”

In a week of action, aged care workers are 
sharing their stories of the challenges they 
face working in the historically understaff ed, 
underfunded and underpaid sector.

Based on the annual Aged Care Workers’ 
Day on 2nd September, aged care workers 
are telling the federal government that grati-
tude without addressing a broken system is 
just empty words.

South Australian aged care worker 
Ehying says: 

“In a 12-hour shift I sometimes walk 
more than 25,000 steps as I provide care to 
those I care for. I have been a personal care 
attendant for 19 years and I love my job. 

“But the expectations on carers are too 
high and there’s not enough time to do the 
job properly. Thank you is not enough.”

West Australian aged care worker 
Melinda says:

“It’s nice to get the thanks but give me 
the action. Thank you is not enough.

“We’re so short-staff ed, we’re under-
funded. No more words please.”

Queensland aged care worker Diane says: 
“Every shift needs more hands on deck. 

I’ve worked around seven and a half years 
in aged care and this was an issue before 
COVID as well.

“Residents love to have a chat. I want 
to ask, ‘how was your night’s sleep?’ and 
to listen to their response before whipping 
them into their clothes. But we are so rushed; 
there just isn’t enough time.”

During the week of action, aged care 
workers in South Australia, Queensland and 
Western Australia will attend meetings to 
discuss the challenges they face and what 
solutions are available.

“The Covid-19 crisis has exposed the 
broken aged care system for what it is,” 
United Workers’ Union Aged Care director 
Carolyn Smith said.

“Understaff ed, overworked and under-
paid carers are expected to hold the system 
together. Yet there have been no concrete 
steps towards a permanent fi x for aged care 
workers. Aged carers feel ripped off  by the 
bungled retention bonus, pressured by bans 
on jobs without any thought of the impact 
on them or their centres, and ignored by 
government during the crisis.

“It’s no wonder aged care workers are 
saying, ‘Thank you is not enough.’ ” 

AGED CARE WORKERS SPEAK OUT: 
“THANK YOU IS NOT ENOUGH”

Statement via United Workers’ Union
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Hello comrades! 

In September of 1938 the Fourth 
International was founded. What 
followed was a string of tendencies and 
ideas that have attempted to supplant 
the science of Marxism-Leninism as 
the dominant socialist ideology. These 
attempts up until now have failed, 
even in the light of the dissolution of 
the USSR but nevertheless persist. 
Trotskyism is antithetical to the building 
of socialism and this week we set-out to 
highlight why. 

Trotskyism is a “Left” deviation from 
Marxism-Leninism, but there are other 

kinds too, such as forms of “Right” 
deviations. This month we will look at 
Sectarianism, and we start here by 
providing an article that touches on the 
features of “Left” sectarianism. 

Eight-one years ago today Australia 
entered the Second World War. 
Australian communists were on board 
fi ghting fascism, but were weary of the 
man leading the charge at the time – 
Robert Menzies. Here is a statement 
released immediately after Australia’s 
entry into the war by the Central 
Executive on these nuances. 

This article originally appeared in the 
Australian Marxist Review October, 1982.

S Hall

There is much Marxist literature and 
many practical experiences to show 
the real nature and content of left 
sectarianism. 

From time to time, those concerned 
with this issue have tended to equate left 
sectarianism with Party discipline and the 
strict adherence of policies and directives 
formulated by democratically elected higher 
Party committees. 

Left sectarianism can be many things, but 
it is not and never has been the application 
of discipline in respect of Party decisions. 

Writing in Left-Wing Communism – An 
Infantile Disorder Lenin said: 

“[...] the Bolsheviks could not have 
retained power for two and a half 
months [...] without the most rigorous 
and truly iron discipline in our Party” 
And again, [in the same work]: 
“victory over the bourgeoisie is 
impossible without a long, stubborn and 
desperate life and death struggle which 
calls for tenacity, discipline and a single 
and infl exible will.”
It is well to recall here that the highest 

form of working-class organisation is the 
Party. This is basic. 

The best way to prevent the Party from 
being diverted by “leftism” (or any other 
deviation for that matter) is to strengthen 
internal Party discipline in support of 
Marxist-Leninist positions, not to weaken it. 

In “Left-Wing Communism” Lenin not 
only showed the social roots of sectarian-
ism but also gave the key to the source of 
the argument that Party discipline can be 
equated to sectarianism.

What is the social base of sectarianism? 
“[...] the petty proprietor, the small 
master [...] who, under capitalism 
always suff ers oppression and very 
frequently a most acute and rapid 
deterioration in his conditions of 
life, and even ruin, easily goes to 
revolutionary extremes, but is incapable 
of perseverance, organisation, 
discipline and steadfastness.” 

So Lenin argues, as Marx and Engels did 
before him, that left sectarianism springs 
from the petty proprietor and that this person 
brings with him a disdain for organisation 
and discipline.

This is the view of other Marxist-Leninist 
Parties who also reject the idea that party 
discipline is equated to left sectarianism. 

Robert Steigerwald, an outstanding 
revolutionary and leading member of the 
German Communist Party wrote: 

“Petty bourgeois radicalism is 
understood [...] as anti-authoritarian 
and generally speaking, its 
adherents consider themselves to be 

Marxist-Leninists. The whittling away 
of bourgeois liberties and spontaneity 
in the face of state monopoly control 
combined with these radicals’ negative 
attitude towards concrete communist 
organisation (and) discipline [...] 
leads to a fundamentally anti-
institutional, semi-anarchic approach 
[...] it is also claimed a centralised 
Party under revolutionary leadership is 
unnecessary.” 

Attempts to equate Party discipline with 
left sectarianism, bureaucracy, authoritari-
anism, etc. are not new. 

In 1903, Lenin and the Bolsheviks waged 
a struggle against those who wanted a looser 
party structure. He wrote: 

“It is clear, I think, that the outcries 
against the much talked of bureaucracy 
are simply a screen to conceal 
dissatisfaction with the personnel of 
these centres, a fi g leaf [...] You are a 
bureaucrat, because you were appointed 
by the Congress not in accordance with 
my wishes but in spite of them; you are 
a formalist, because you base yourself 
on the formal decisions of the Congress 
and not on my consent: you act in a 
crudely mechanical way, because your 
authority is the ‘mechanical’ majority 
of the Party Congress [...]; you are an 
autocrat, because you do not want to 
deliver power into the hands of the old 
gang. (The ‘old gang’ here referred to 
is that of Axelrod [...] and others, who 
would not submit to the decisions of 
the Second Congress and who accused 
Lenin of being a ‘bureaucrat’ – J.S.)”

So much for what left sectarianism isn’t. 
Lenin urged the Bolsheviks to wage a 

tireless struggle against ultra “leftism,” but 
he was also insistent that it be properly 
identifi ed. This was because it clothed itself 
in deceptively revolutionary garb and was 
frequently more diffi  cult to recognise than 
right opportunism. This remains true today. 

Left sectarianism in Lenin’s day – and 
he said the best example of this trend in 
the 1920s was to be found in the Russian 
Socialist Revolutionary Party – could be 
identifi ed by their attitude to three major 
issues. These were: 
1. The need to assess the balance of class 

forces,
2. The need for class rather than 

individual action, and 
3. The attitude to be adopted by 

revolutionaries to the reformists.
In the fi rst place, the “lefts” in Lenin’s 

day, as now, reject out of hand the need to 
analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the 
various forces in the struggle for socialism. 
Alternatively, they grossly over-estimate the 
strengths of the working class and its allies 
while underestimating their weaknesses 
giving a distorted view of the forces for and 
against socialism. 

In the former case, various Trotsky-
ist sects go to some trouble to advertise 
the obvious fact that some of the objective 

conditions making for revolution are with us 
here in Australia – a general crisis of capital-
ism, intensifi ed exploitation of the working 
people, falling living standards, an advanced 
economic base on which to build socialism, 
and so on. What is not recognised is that 
in addition to the existence of the objective 
prerequisites, which the SPA* has recognised 
since its formation, there are also subjective 
factors which need to be present.

It is clear in Australia that the subjective 
factors, while taking shape, have never been 
developed to the point where a revolution is 
imminent. The subjective factors include a 
willingness by the working-class to think and 
act as a class, to cast aside illusions about 
capitalism, to reject the ideology and policies 
of reformism and to be no longer prepared 
to accept rule in the old way. To try to take 
a short-cut to revolution by skipping over 
the need to develop the subjective require-
ments for revolution is a recipe for disaster. 
[...] The Trotskyists reject the need to assess 
the balance of class forces. 

[...] Georgi Dimitrov gave a similar 
characterisation of sectarianism to that of 
Lenin in his report to the 7th Congress of the 
Communist International in 1935. He said 
that sectarianism could only be overcome 
if communists “seriously take into account 
the actual level of the class consciousness of 
the masses, the degree to which they have 
become revolutionised, if we soberly appraise 
the concrete situation, not on the basis of our 
wishes, but on the basis of the actual state 
of aff airs [...] Sectarianism fi nds expression 
particularly in over-estimating the revolu-
tionisation of the masses, in overestimating 
the speed at which they are abandoning the 
position of reformism, in attempts to leap 
over diffi  cult stages and over complicate 
tasks of the movement.” He quoted Lenin 
who said:

“This is the whole point – we must not 
regard that which is obsolete for us as 
being obsolete for the class, as being 
obsolete for the masses.”
[...] Our best shield against the penetra-

tion and eff ects of right and left opportunism 
is three-fold. 

Firstly, it is necessary to ensure the 
working out of a correct political line, one 
fi rmly based on the application of Marxism-
Leninism to all our task and struggles. [...]

Secondly, democratic centralism must 
be strictly applied in working out and then 
putting into practice the decisions arrived 
at. The principles of democratic centralism 
apply to everyone from the newest recruit 
to the party leadership. It is not a question 
of democracy for the membership and cen-
tralism for the leadership as has been sug-
gested. This is not democratic centralism 
but a distortion or it. 

Thirdly, an ideological struggle must he 
waged against the dissipating eff ects of right-
opportunism and the isolating consequences 
of left sectarianism.

The 4th Congress documents adopted 
this approach. The Political Resolution says:

“Revolutionary change can neither 
be ‘gingered up’ nor achieved by 
watering down ideological principles, 
by failing to take a stand on principle 
or relying on the development of the 
spontaneous mass movement. ‘Left’ 
and right opportunism tend to fuel one 
another. Leftism gains ground as right 
opportunism shows its bankruptcy. 
Right opportunism is revitalised as 
the futility or ‘leftist’ excesses are 
repudiated. 

“It is necessary to oppose both 
expressions or opportunism. It is not a 
question or a ‘balance’ between these 
two errors but or overcoming the 
ideological weaknesses which give rise 
to both. To ‘Left’ and right opportunism 
we oppose a proper application or 
Marxism-Leninism.”

Let us proceed to build a united party 
of socialism based soundly on the scientifi c 
principles of Marxist-Leninist ideology.
* Socialist Party of Australia, name of the 
current Communist Party of Australia, prior to 
the adoption of its current name at the 8th 
National Congress. 

THE REAL MEANING OF 
LEFT SECTARIANISM
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This statement originally appeared in 
Tribune September, 1939
Men and women of Australia!
The savage German fascists have 
launched a new aggression against 
Poland and the British Empire and 
France are at war with Germany.

This war, launched for the purpose of the 
conquest of Poland and its subjection to the 
fascist empire of Hitler, of Krupp and Thys-
sen, the German monopoly capitalists, is an 
act of stark aggression, without justifi cation 
of any kind whatever.

Therefore, lovers of justice and liberty 
throughout the entire world will support 
the struggle of the Polish people for their 
independence and against enslavement to 
a foreign power.

What has brought the world to this dread-
ful pass, where it is faced with a repetition 
of the inferno that raged from 1914 to 1918? 
In the fi rst place the responsibility lies with 
German fascism.

The Nazi pestilence set itself the task 
of destroying German democracy and the 
German labour movement.

To this end, it launched a wave of terror 
against everything decent and progressive 
in German society unprecedented since the 
dark ages.

German fascism set itself the task of 
realising the aims of German imperialism, of 
realising the objectives of the German capi-
talists, of the enslavement of small nations 
and the domination of the world. 

But that is not the whole of the picture. 
Since the accession of Hitler to power in 
the German Reich, we Communists, as well 
as other anti-fascists and peace-lovers, 
consistently pointed out that “fascism 
means war,” that the German fascists are 
“the organisers and incendiaries of a new 
world war” (Dimitrov, 7th World Commu-
nist Congress, 1934).

We Communists demanded that Hitler 
be stopped before he became too strong; 
that he be confronted with a mighty front 
of democratic and peace-desiring nations 
headed by Britain, the Soviet Union and 
France; that collective security be organ-
ised through the machinery provided by the 
League of Nations.

RUINOUS 
“APPEASEMENT”

Instead of this, the policy of so-called 
“appeasement” was followed by the British 
and French governments; the League of 
Nations was torpedoed; the friendly democ-
racy of Republican Spain was strangled by 
“non-intervention”; the Czech democracy 
was sacrifi ced to the aggressor at Munich; 
China was not assisted against aggression 
and Abyssinia, Albania, and Austria were 
left to their fates. In addition, economic and 
fi nancial aid was extended to Hitler, which 
assisted to maintain his tyrannical rule over 
the German people.

All this enormously strengthened the 
fascist powers.

Instead of listening to the demands of 
the Soviet government for common action 
against the fascist aggressors, the capital-
ist class of Britain saw in Hitler a “bulwark 
against Bolshevism” and encouraged Hitler to 
arm, at the same time inciting him to attack 
the Soviet Union.

This anti-Soviet policy was pursued to 
the very end.

SOVIET PEACE 
PROPOSALS

The Soviet Union desired a mutual, 
reciprocal pact, equally binding on all par-
ties. The representatives of the so-called 
democracies, on the other hand, wanted a 
pact that would bind the Soviets but would 
leave themselves the opportunity, as Molotov 
stated, to “wriggle out” and leave the Soviet 
Union to shoulder the burden of war with 
the fascist powers alone.

The Chamberlain government were not 
sincere in seeking to conclude a pact with 
the Soviet Union. Although political and 
military missions visited Moscow, they were 
given no power to come to any agreement 
with the Soviet authorities. Negotiations 
dragged out for months and ended in a fi asco 
when the Polish government refused to allow 
Soviet troops on Polish soil, hereby making 
it impossible for Soviet troops to meet the 
German fascist armies.

In this attitude, they were supported by 
the British and French governments. This 
was convincing evidence that their fear that 
they might strengthen the prestige of the 
Soviet Union led them to reject a mutual 
assistance pact with the land of Socialism.

Meantime, the Soviet Union was able 
to break up the fascist “triangle,” the “anti-
Comintern Pact,” between Germany, Japan 
and Italy by means of a non-aggression pact 
with Germany.

NON-AGGRESSION PACT
This pact has brought about the neutral-

ity of Japan, which is of the utmost impor-
tance to Australia, and, in the event of war, 
can mean that British and French forces do 
not have to fi ght in the Pacifi c as well as in 
Europe, at the same time. The non-aggression 
pact has forced also the neutrality of Franco 
Spain, and, to a considerable degree, that 
of Italy also. 

The pact of non-aggression with Ger-
many has considerably added to the secu-
rity of the Socialist Fatherland against the 

machinations of all the imperialist powers, 
a fact of the fi rst importance to the working 
class of the whole world.

The working class, whilst supporting the 
measures necessary to resist the aggressor 
and the war of Poland for its independence, 
demands if such a war has to be fought, that 
its aims be just, that there be no new Ver-
sailles imposed upon the German masses 
who have been forced along the path of 
aggressive war by the Hitler dictatorship.

There must be no annexations of terri-
tory or paralysing indemnities placed upon 
the German people; they must be assisted 
to overthrow the fascist dictatorship and to 
restore democracy and freedom in Germany. 
The Austrians, Czechs and Slovaks must 
have their national rights and independence 
restored. It is only on the basis of justice 
to all that a new and lasting peace can be 
established among the nations and neces-
sary confi dence in each other be established.

While supporting the struggle against 
foreign fascism, the Australian working class 
and the defenders of Democracy must keep 
an alert eye on their own democratic liberties. 
The Emergency Regulations announced by 
Menzies give to the Commonwealth govern-
ment dictatorial powers that could strangle 
our Australian freedom. The suppression of 
the legitimate rights of free speech and press, 
of the right of the masses to organise and 
voice their grievances, must not be allowed to 
be smuggled in under any pretext whatever.

AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRACY
It is not much of a gain to defeat foreign 

fascism only to fi nd that a dictatorship has 
been established in our own land. To fi ght 
fascism demands that democratic liberties be 
extended and broadened among the people 
opposed to fascist war and dictatorship. Nei-
ther must military measures against German 
fascist aggression be used as pretext by the 
capitalists to reduce the standards of living 
of the Australian people. 

All such attempts must be resisted 
to the end by the labour movement.

To prevent profiteering, extortion-
ate prices for necessary commodities and 
high rents, price control tribunals must be 

established at once. Nor can a people fi ght-
ing for freedom, tolerate that profi ts be made 
by great monopolies out of the production 
of arms supplies and war materials.  The 
democratic movement has long demanded 
the ending of the coining of profi ts from 
the blood of our people. The government 
should proceed at once to nationalise the 
war industries of the country. 

LABOUR UNITY 
In this dreadful emergency, the unity of 

the labour movement becomes of greater 
urgency than ever before. The Communist 
Party. which has inscribed the sign of unity 
upon its banners, again declares its readiness 
for a united front agreement with the ALP for 
the defence of democracy and of the living 
standards of the people. The Communist 
Party will strengthen its eff orts to establish 
great, united people’s mass movement for 
the defence of democracy and the restora-
tion of world peace. 

The Menzies government, a reactionary 
government allied with the rich, sympathis-
ing with fascism, cannot be trusted to defend 
democracy against fascism from within or 
without. We must strive for its removal from 
offi  ce and its replacement by a government 
of the Labor Party, pledged to a democratic 
peace, to defend our living standards and 
liberties. 

Unite against fascism! 
For a Democratic Peace! 
Finally, the Communist Party has always 

taught that, while capitalism lasts, there will 
always be wars and danger of wars. Capital-
ist competition for markets and “spheres 
of interest,” for raw materials and cheap 
colonial labour will again and again end in 
armed struggles between capitalistic states. 

It is only when Socialism has triumphed 
that the national hates, rivalries and wars 
engendered by the rule and profi t-making 
interests of the capitalist class will be ended 
and the era of universal peace and brother-
hood be fi rmly established. 

Working men of all countries, unite! 
Central Executive, CPA

3rd September, 1939

Communist policy on the war for the defeat of Hitler

WAR PROFITEERING MUST 
BE PREVENTED BY THE 

GOVERNMENT – FREEDOM 
MENACED BY MENZIES
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Dear Editor,
David Matters proposes a new model 
in his article “Marxism and Socialism 
in the 21st Century” (Guardian #1928). 
This model is to diff er from socialism 
of the 20th century, specifi cally social-
ism in the Soviet Union which he criti-
cally examines in his article.

What is the new model? The main feature 
David Matters puts forward is the “independ-
ence” of the socialist movements in capitalist 
states and of countries building socialism. 
He takes “independence” so far as to place 
reservations on Marx’s slogan, “Workers of 
the world unite!”.

Of course, each communist party acts 
according to its own national conditions 
– Marx never denied this. But is it valid to 
see “independence” as the key factor in the 
shortcomings of socialism in the 20th cen-
tury and as the vital factor for the future?

Moreover, the “independence” of social-
ist movements is not suffi  cient on its own to 
characterise the type of society we should 
be aiming for.

Apart from “independence” what consti-
tutes the 21st century model? Will socialism 
be characterised by an end to labour exploi-
tation and the abolition of a wealthy class? 
Will the working-class play the leading role? 

Will socialism be seen as a step towards 
communism, with the communist parties 
undertaking the ideological work in preparing 
for communism? Will it entail the socialisa-
tion of industries and fi nancial institutions, 
and an end to private sector involvement in 
health and education? Will there be an end 
to unemployment? Will there be any soli-
darity between working class movements in 
diff erent countries?

Dorothy Costa
Member of the CC of the CPA

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Floyd Kermode

You know, when I watch tv, I’m not a 
very political person. I mean, yes, yes, 
I know everything is political, but real-
ly, I just want to relax. That said, the 
political side of some forms of escap-
ism is, well, inescapable. The Boys is 
like that. It’s rip-roaring action fun, 
but also a very black comedic look at 
American corporate capitalism and 
mass-media politics.

For those who came in late, as they used 
to say at the beginning of “Phantom” stories, 
The Boys started life as a series of comic 
books by Garth Ennis and Darick Robertson. 
Ennis is a very funny writer of action comic 
books, who started out writing about the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland (where he was 
born), before moving on the long-running 
dystopian British series “Judge Dredd” 
before making his name with Preacher, a 
very black and absurd comic version of The 
Da Vinci Code. Ennis has had fun with both 
of the major groups of superheroes, writ-
ing the hilarious Hitman for DC (Batman, 
Superman, and Green Lantern all make very 
funny cameos) and freshening up Marvel’s 
Punisher character, which allowed him to 
be hilariously disrespectful to Spiderman, 
Daredevil, and various other longstanding 
Marvel heroes.

The Boys is a fresh twist on the idea of a 
super-hero story in which the super-heroes 
are real, fallible people, who have to pay 
bills, watch tv, get old, and deal with life the 
way the rest of us do. It’s an idea that goes 
back at least to Alan Moore’s Watchmen 
(1986), but Ennis does a great job with it.  
Superheroes are a real thing and they make a 
fortune for Vought, the company that spon-
sors them. The “supes” can turn invisible, 
fl y, run faster than a speeding bullet, and 
all the other comic book tricks; they rescue 
people and fi ght crime; make movies and 

sell t-shirts, soft toys, lunch-boxes, and all 
the other merchandise that we are so used 
to from Marvel and DC – so far, so boring. 
However, since these superheroes are real 
people, the unchecked power they have cor-
rupts them, as unchecked power does, and 
they abuse it horribly.

One day, a careless supes accidentally 
kills someone near and dear to Hughie, our 
hero, played by Jack Quaid, and he falls in 
with a team of renegades called The Boys, 
led by the menacing Billy Butcher (Karl 
Urban) whose mission is to keep the supes 
in line. Vought is making obscene amounts 
of money from the movies and merchandise 
associated with the superheroes, but has 
its’ corporate eye on the real prize: defence 
contracts. Super heroes are not allowed in 
the US military, but Vought wants some of 
the action that is doing so well for Boeing, 
Raytheon, and McDonnell-Douglas. So while 
Vought is trying to out-do the established 
defence contractors in charming and cor-
rupting politicians, The Boys risk life and 
limb trying to get the dirt on the supes, in an 
attempt to stop them becoming part of the 
military-industrial complex and having even 
more power and even less accountability.

Vought is already super-wealthy, like 
Disney if Disney had actual superheroes 
at its disposal, but like all such companies, 
wants to be even richer.

We are saturated with the narrative that 
competition between companies is what 
makes capitalism good, despite all evidence 
that companies are in business because they 
want to win, not because they enjoy com-
petition. That’s why Disney bought Marvel 
studios rather than coming up with their own 
caped heroes, and also why Virgin complains 
about a lack of competition until they get 
the right to fl y to a particular airport, after 
which they complain about the possibility of 
new competition. Like the large corporations 
that run America, Vought isn’t in business 

because they love the competition that large 
companies like to talk about when justifying 
their profi ts: they’re in business to win, and 
if they can get defence contracts, they won’t 
have to earn it any more.

In this respect, the original books are 
much more political, sketching Vought’s 
background as a long-term defence supplier 
that corrupts politicians into giving them 
contracts for fi ghter planes that don’t perform 
against the Japanese during WW2, and later 
machine guns that look a lot like the M-16s 
that in real life didn’t work anywhere near 
as well in Vietnam as the AK-47 did. Ennis 
is quite the war buff  and knows his military 
history well.

That said, the TV series is plentiful politi-
cal. Vought schmoozes and blackmails its 
way to the serious money in defence con-
tracting, but there’s a strong hint that the 
company might also be in the business of 
manufacturing enemies that only they can 
fi ght, something not unknown in the history 
of American capitalism. Imperialism gets 
an outing too, as the US establishment and 
Vought show no hesitation in using libera-
tion struggles and religious sectarianism in 
South America and the Middle East for their 
own purposes.

Like Hughie, Butcher dislikes the supes 
because he’s seen what they can do to 
bystanders. A theme Ennis has returned to 
over the years is the collateral damage that 
would be infl icted by actual superheroes, 
and one particularly funny and moving 
scene involves Butcher and Hughie drop-
ping in on a support group for people dam-
aged by superheroes (suffi  ce to say, it’s not 
a good idea to be romantically involved with 
someone who turns into ice at moments of 
excitement).

The main target for The Boys is a very 
Avengers-like super team called The Seven, 
consisting of Homelander, a sort-of fascist 
version of Superman); Queen Maeve, a cynical 

Wonder Woman who drinks too much); The 
Deep, who can talk to fi sh like Aquaman and 
has similar problems getting respect from 
the other heroes; A-Train, the only black 
member of the team and who can run as fast 
as thought; and Translucent, who can turn 
invisible. The latest member of the team is 
Starlight, a wholesome middle-American 
heroine who can blind people with electricity.

Would you enjoy The Boys as much as 
I do? Well, if you like the recent deluge of 
superhero movies and wouldn’t mind a very 
blokey, witty, and dark version of that, yes 
indeed you would, providing you don’t have 
a problem with copious amounts of violence 
and swearing in your entertainment. 

Despite the very over-the-top action, the 
characters are all quite three dimensional. 
There’s a moving scene where A-Train, 
wearing civvies on a day off  is given an 
unusually long glare by a security guard in 
a shop, because he’s black. A-Train is one 
of the bad guys, but his pain at this piece of 
all-too-common, everyday racism is very 
convincing.

If you’ve read the comic books, and 
wonder if the show measures up, wonder no 
more. It does. Book adaptations are always 
tricky, you can’t just fi lm every page faith-
fully and expect it to look as good on the 
screen as it does on the page. Speaking as 
a hardcore Ennis fan, I can say that the tv 
series is diff erent to the books, but so good 
that if someone were to make a book that 
just followed the show, I wouldn’t know it 
wasn’t by Ennis. 

Season one fi nished with a colossal sur-
prise/cliff -hanger. Season two comes out 
on 4th September. New characters include 
Stormfront, a superpowered Nazi, and Sol-
dier Boy, a very funny send-up of Captain 
America. I can’t wait to see what Eric Kripke, 
the producer behind Supernatural will do 
with them. 

REVIEW: THE BOYS
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Julia Pace 

At President Donald Trump’s 
Republican convention, he is 
welcoming to immigrants, not 
the architect of some of the 
nation’s harshest anti-immi-
gration policies.

At Trump’s convention, the 
coronavirus pandemic has largely 
subsided, not continued to infect 
thousands of Americans a day. The 
economy is booming, not sputter-
ing. Trump is a leader in healing 
racial strife, not stoking divisions.

Tuesday’s gauzy prime-time 
programming amounted to an 
airbrushing of some of the darker 
and more controversial episodes of 
Trump’s nearly four years in offi  ce 
– an eff ort to urgently address the 
vulnerabilities that have imperilled 
his re-election prospects just over 
two months until his November 
face-off against Democrat Joe 
Biden.

His campaign and his party 
were eff ectively asking voters to 
believe a polished and packaged 
portrait of the president more than 
the unrestrained version he puts 
on display each day. That version 
of Trump may energize his most 
ardent supporters, but it frequently 
frustrates more moderate Republi-
cans and has alienated some voters, 
including many suburban women, 
whom Trump wants to win back 
before Election Day.

The gap between reality and 
convention rhetoric was particu-
larly glaring on immigration, the 

signature issue of Trump’s political 
rise and his presidency. Trump ran 
for offi  ce in 2016 on a platform to 
dramatically crack down on immi-
gration. Since winning the White 
House, he has fundamentally trans-
formed the nation’s immigration 
system, including eff ectively ending 
asylum at the southern border and 
trying to scare people off  crossing 
the border illegally by separating 
children from their parents.

But Trump’s convention made 
scant reference Tuesday to those 
policies and only passing nods to 
his signature plan to build a wall 
along the US-Mexico border. 

Instead, the most prominent 
mention of immigration came 
during a taped segment in which 
Trump oversaw a naturalization 
ceremony at the White House, 
jovially congratulating fi ve immi-
grants as they were sworn in as new 
American citizens.

“You’ve earned the most prized, 
treasured, cherished, and priceless 
possession anywhere in the world. 
It’s called American citizenship,” 
Trump said. He made no mention 
of the fact that he has also system-
atically made it much harder for 
people to come to the US legally to 
work, study, or settle in the country.

Trump has long been adroit at 
creating an alternate reality and is 
often unconcerned with shifting 
focus when it’s politically expedient. 
It’s been a signature of his business 
life and his rise in politics, and now, 
as he is nominated by the Republi-
can Party for a second term, he is 

doing so with the White House as 
a literal backdrop.

To be sure, political conven-
tions are always aimed at creating 
a lofty image of a presidential can-
didate – a days-long opportunity 
for their party to control their own 
narrative and shape their own story. 
For example, Biden’s convention 
last week spun his more than four 
decades in Washington as neces-
sary experience in a moment of 
crisis rather than the mark of a 
politician past his prime, as many 
Republicans contend.

But Trump’s challenge in shift-
ing public perception is made more 
diffi  cult, both because he is running 
on a real record from his nearly 
four years in offi  ce and because his 
campaign is asking Americans to 
look past many of the crises that are 
still actively battering the country.

That’s particularly true regard-
ing the pandemic, which has killed 
more than 170,000 Americans 
this year, but was largely an after-
thought in Tuesday’s convention 
proceedings. Larry Kudlow, a top 
Trump economic adviser, described 
the pandemic in the past tense, not 
as a virus that continues to upend 
nearly every aspect of American life.

The virus has also cratered the 
US economy, shuttering businesses 
across the country and sending 
the unemployment rate soaring 
above ten per cent. Though some 
of aspects of the economy have 
recovered as cities and states have 
eased pandemic-related restric-
tions, the economy overall is in a 

far diff erent place than it was at 
the start of the year.

Nearly half of Americans whose 
families experienced a layoff  during 
the pandemic believe those jobs are 
lost forever, according to a July poll 
from The Associated Press-NORC 
Centre for Public Aff airs Research. 
Yet the convention featured Ameri-
cans and political leaders heaping 
praise on Trump’s economic stew-
ardship, describing the economy in 
glowing terms that no longer apply 
to many Americans.

Trump’s campaign also made 
a concerted eff ort to showcase a 
diverse array of speakers, particu-
larly Black Americans, in a nod to 
the racial strife that has coursed 
through the country following the 

deaths of George Floyd and others 
while in police custody. Speakers 
defended Trump against charges of 
racism, but made no mention of his 
heated rhetoric about the protests 
that followed Floyd’s death and 
the aggressive crackdown on the 
crowds that gathered outside the 
White House earlier this summer.

Polling also underscores the 
reality of Trump’s abysmal support 
among Black voters, despite the 
diverse line-up on the convention 
stage. According to a Gallup poll, 
Trump’s approval rating among 
Black Americans has hovered 
around one in ten over the course 
of his presidency.
People’s World 
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Thousands of climate protesters took 
to the streets today, blocking roads 
in central London in a bid to disrupt 
Westminster as MPs returned from 
the summer recess. 

Extinction Rebellion activists blocked 
off  Parliament Square while protesters in 
Manchester shut down a major road into 
the city centre. 

The protests marked the start of two 
weeks of civil disobedience by the cam-
paigners, who are demanding the govern-
ment take action on the climate crisis. 

Activists lobbied MPs as they returned 
to the Commons to back the Climate & 

Ecological Emergency Bill. The Bill, due 
to be tabled on Wednesday by Green MP 
Caroline Lucas, would see the creation of a 
citizen’s assembly and toughen up targets 
laid out in the 2008 Climate Change Act 
on emissions and aviation. 

The group cancelled actions in April 
due to coronavirus. 

By early afternoon at least fi ve protest-
ers had been arrested in London after sit-
ting in the road. Dozens of police offi  cers 
carried them off  to vans nearby.

An Extinction Rebellion spokeswoman 
said that there were many people prepared 
to be arrested. 

She said: “People feel very passionately 
that this is the moment for change.” 

Explaining the latest round of protests 
which follow last year’s “autumn rebellion” 
the group said on its website: “The govern-
ment is failing to do what’s necessary to 
keep people safe. 

“We are here, taking action, because 
their criminal negligence is putting lives 
at risk. 

“We have an opportunity to turn this 
sinking ship around, but we must act now, 
not next year, not in ten years. Now.”

In Manchester city centre protesters 
shut down Oxford Road between Mount 

Street and Portland Street, while in Car-
diff  an activist scaled the Offi  ce of the Sec-
retary of State for Wales and dropped a 
banner urging MPs to back the Bill. 

Activists are planning to disrupt 
London, Manchester and Cardiff  with 
a full programme of protests. Planned 
events over the next 10 days include a 
Carnival of Corruption theatrical protest 
outside the Treasury to highlight the injus-
tice of the fi nancial system and a “walk of 
shame” at the Bank of England. 
Morning Star 

EXTINCTION REBELLION ACTIVISTS BLOCK ROADS 
TO WESTMINSTER ON MPS’ RETURN TO PARLIAMENT
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Liu Xin

Fifty-fi ve years since the establishment 
of the Tibet Autonomous Region and 
with earth-shaking changes to its eco-
nomic and social developments, China 
has more mature and complete poli-
cies in this southwestern region and is 
capable of forging what the country’s 
top leader calls “an ironclad shield 
to safeguard stability,” analysts said.

More focus is expected on maintaining 
peace and stability in the border areas, 
including Tibet and Northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region as the 
country will soon enter a period to pursue 
its second centenary goal of fully building 
a modern socialist country and is facing a 
more complicated external environment 
brought on by US provocations, Chinese 
analysts said.

At the seventh Central Symposium on 
Tibet Work, which ended in Beijing on 29th 
August, Chinese President Xi Jinping, also 
general secretary of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Committee and chair-
man of the Central Military Commission, set 
the policy direction for developing Tibet in 
the new era and noted that work related to 
Tibet must focus on safeguarding national 
unity and strengthening ethnic solidarity.

At the two-day symposium, Xi stressed 
that more education and guidance should 
be provided for the public to mobilise 
their participation in combating separatist 
activities, thus forging an ironclad shield 
to safeguard stability, according to the 
Xinhua News Agency.

The symposium was held against the 
backdrop of the 55th anniversary of the 
founding of the Tibet Autonomous Region, 
which was marked by the establishment of 
the regional People’s Congress, the local 
legislature on 1st September, 1965.

The Party is able to draw on past expe-
rience to mobilise the people to forge an 
ironclad shield to combat separatists and 
maintain stability, and it will be carried 
forward in the new era as overseas separa-
tists and anti-China forces will never give 
up their attempt to contain China, Xiong 

Kunxin, an ethnic studies professor at the 
Tibet University in Lhasa, told the Global 
Times.

Xiong noted that as a unifi ed multi-ethnic 
country, the peace and stability of border 
areas have always been of great importance 
to China. History tells us that any separa-
tist incidents and riots would greatly aff ect 
the region and the country’s development, 
Xiong said.

Due to its unique geographic political 
position and the changing international and 
domestic environment, China has attached 
great importance to its policies in the Tibet 
region.

Since the fi rst symposium on Tibet work 
in 1980, China has set diff erent work focuses 
in accordance with reality – from building 
frontier areas to get a clear understanding of 
the threat of outside anti-China forces and 
overseas separatists and from safeguarding 
stability to enhancing the recognition of the 
Chinese nation, said Wu Xi, a professor with 

expertise on border areas from Southwest 
University of Political Science and Law.

With the experience and achievements of 
more than fi ve decades, China’s policies in its 
Tibet region are more mature and complete 
and the 7th symposium also sets the tone for 
the region’s future development on religion 
work, culture and economy, Wu said, noting 
that continuous eff orts have been called for to 
enhance recognition of the great motherland, 
the Chinese nation, Chinese culture, the CPC 
and socialism with Chinese characteristics 
by people of all ethnic groups.

Patriotism should be incorporated into 
the whole process of education in all schools 
and guiding religions to adapt to a socialist 
society in the Chinese context would also be 
focuses for future work in Tibet, Wu noted.

Wu said that these eff orts are necessary 
to make an ironclad shield to keep the sta-
bility of border areas, especially when China 
is facing more external uncertainties under 
the COVID-19 global pandemic and the US 

is ramping up eff orts in playing cards on 
China’s border areas in Tibet and Xinjiang in 
an attempt to disturb China’s development.

The CPC has gained more experience in 
governing border areas and the achievements 
it has made in the past decades in social and 
economic developments are the best proof 
to debunk rumours made by anti-China 
forces in Western countries and overseas 
separatists, Wu said.

The world has witnessed the great 
achievements of Tibet’s developments and 
people’s livelihood in the past decades with 
the average lifespan has extended to 70.6 
years old from 35.5 years old in the 1950s, 
according to Xinhua.

The region’s GDP rose 8.1 percent to reach 
169.8 billion yuan (around $24.7bil USD) in 
2019. The per capita disposable income for 
the urban residents in the region’s capital 
Lhasa exceeded 40,000 yuan, while that 
for the rural residents grew to 16,260 yuan.
Global Times 
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XI’S SPEECH SETS POLICY 
DIRECTION FOR TIBET

“I’m asking Venezuelan families to 
prepare for this week of radical quar-
antine, we have to reduce the number 
of infections,” the president indicated.

The president of Venezuela, Nicolas 
Maduro, confi rmed on Sunday that the 
country would begin a week of radical and 
social quarantine, according to the planned 
7+7 method to combat COVID-19.

“On Monday, we’re starting seven days 
of radical, social, and conscious quarantine 
[...] the quarantine is necessary to cut the 
transmission chain and to be able to con-
tinue fi ghting hard against the coronavirus,” 
President Maduro declared.

The head of state discussed the results 
achieved by the Venezuelan method to control 
the number of infections, in comparison to 

other nations in the region. “It’s necessary to 
include the (radical and fl exible) quarantine, 
and that’s why we have the 7+7 method,” he 
emphasized.

“In the coming days, we will be soliciting 
the volunteers necessary to test out the Rus-
sian vaccine ... we’re also coordinating with 
the Chinese and the Cuba vaccine, too,” the 
Venezuelan president expressed.

Before an audience of the country’s health 
professionals, the president confi rmed the 
arrival of more doctors from Cuba. “More 
than 1,000 new doctors are arriving in the 
country to contribute to medical attention 
and prevention against COVID-19 in com-
munities,” he added.

Furthermore, the government ordained 
the Order of Francisco de Miranda to Dr  

Miguel Angel Rangel, who recently died 
from the virus and dedicated his life to 
saving lives. “He was a tireless man of great 
humanity ... he was there on the front lines, 
tending the patients, what pain,” President 
Maduro stated.

“In the last 24 hours the country reports 
922 new cases of COVID-19, 825 of which 
are due to community transmission and 97 
are imported cases, including six new deaths: 
two in Guarico, two in Tachira, one in the 
Capital District and another in Aragua,” Vice 
President Delcy Rodriguez informed.

Rodriguez signalled that of the imported 
cases, the majority are from Colombia: “91 
are from Colombia, two from Peru and one 
from Ecuador.”

Of the new cases due to community 

transmission, the Capital District reported 
332 infections, followed by Miranda with 
178, Bolivar (48), Nueva Esparta (47), La 
Guaira (44), Barinas (35), Delta Amacuro 
(34), Aragua (34), Lara (15), Carabobo (14), 
Tachira (9), Merida (9), Yaracuy (7), Apure 
(6), Sucre (6), Cojedes (3), Zulia (2), Mona-
gas (1) and Amazonas,” the Vice President 
confi rmed.

Rodriguez also noted that the recovery 
rate has increased to 82 percent: “The number 
of recovered patients are now 37,091 [...] 
we have 99 patients in intensive care, 610 
cases in moderate conditions, 1,725 with 
light symptoms 5,962 with no symptoms, 
and unfortunately 381 deaths,” she added.  
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