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AUSTRALIAN AGED

Anna Pha

More than 125 aged care centres have
been hit by the pandemic and more
than 1,700 elderly residents were infect-
ed (at time of writing). 350 of them
have lost their lives, most of them in
Victoria as the number continues to
rise, albeit at a reduced rate.

These alarming statistics are about
people, human beings who lost their lives in
the most tragic of circumstances and with-
out their loved ones by their side. For their
grief-stricken families it was a traumatising
experience.

These infections and deaths were
avoidable.

The second wave in Victoria, is believed
to have been triggered by a serious breach of
quarantine security by a private contractor
not meeting safety obligations. If ever there
was a lesson in contracting out to labour hire
firms, this is surely one.

The federal government has responsibil-
ity for funding and regulation of aged care
services, which it subsidises to the tune of
around eighty per cent. The unpreparedness
of aged centres, lack of training of staff, lack
of availability of appropriate equipment, and
understaffing compounded the tragedy that
was unfolding.

The workforce is highly casualised and
low paid, with many staff working across a
number of centres which contributed to the
spread of the virus between centres. These
workers have copped a lot of flack. They
should not be blamed. They are victims of
a system in crisis.

Dedicated health workers and other
centre staff put their lives on the line as
they courageously worked all out to care for
residents and save the lives of some of those
most at risk in the community.

The images of relatives of the residents
have been heart-wrenching as they have
been unable to make visits. Horrific stories
have emerged of families unable to locate
an elderly relative or not even being able
to ascertain if that relative is well or has
passed away.

The second wave in Victoria has seen the
health sector stretched beyond its limits, to
the point where there has been a complete
breakdown in some aged care centres.

Residents have been found to be in the
most appalling conditions, not always fed
or receiving the basic care they require, as
staff cannot physically attend to their needs.

The case of
Julian Assange

COVID-19 EXPOSES
FAULT LINES

An ongoing Royal Commission into Age
Care commissioned by the Morrison govern-
ment in 2018 continues to expose decades
of neglect and failings in the system. The
horror stories of abuse, malnourishment,
over-medicating, and other serious issues
paint an appalling picture of a system that
was in crisis well before the pandemic hit.
The pandemic has magnified many times the
issues, bringing them to the fore.

The aged care system is chronically under-
funded, under-resourced and under-staffed.

ANMF DEMANDS FOR
REGULATION

The Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Federation (ANMF) has been fighting for years
for a regulated system, with mandated mini-
mum staffing levels. This has been achieved
in Queensland and Victoria where Labor
governments have mandated staffing levels.

The ANMF has adopted a five-point plan
to address the pandemic in aged care. This
plan demands:

1. A stop to any further cuts to nursing
and care: Inexplicably, throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, sixty-four per

Two roads before us:
war or peace

CARE STANDARDS
A DISGRACE!

cent of ANMF members (in a survey
conducted by the union), reported

staff cuts and nursing and care hour
reductions in some nursing homes,
diminishing care for residents and
putting the lives of the elderly at further
risk during the pandemic.

2. Additional staffing with the right
skills: Ensure sufficient numbers of
qualified staff with the right skills mix
and mandate minimum nursing/care
hours, to properly prepare a suitably-
skilled workforce in the event of further
infection outbreaks.

3.Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):
Ensure sufficient supplies of PPE and
clear guidance, education and training
for all aged care staff from an infection
control expert and ensure infection
control expertise is available at every
nursing home.

4.Paid pandemic leave: Guarantee paid
pandemic leave for all workers who
need to stay home because they need
to get tested and self-isolate due to
exposure to COVID-19 or feeling
unwell. This is a critical measure in
preventing further spread of COVID-19
in workplaces across the community.

5. Accountability/transparency for
government-funding: Ensure that

The trickery behind
Lukashenko’s opposition

aged care providers are actually

using additional taxpayer funds for

its intended purposes — providing

additional staff and skills, guaranteeing

PPE and other critical resources and

that incentive payments intended for

aged care workers are reaching them.

The Morrison government has ignored

repeated requests from the ANMF to discuss
these demands and how to address the pan-
demic in aged care.

LESSONS
NOT LEARNT

The response, or lack thereof, by the
federal government demonstrates that the
lessons from a cluster in Newmarch House
in Sydney, where nineteen people passed
away, were not learnt. The federal govern-
ment still had no plan in place when the
second wave hit in Victoria, despite having
several months to prepare!

In fact, the centres were mostly ill-
equipped at the commencement of the
second wave. Instead of transferring patients
with COVID-19 to a hospital, they were kept
locked up in their rooms, a mistake made at
Newmarch, no doubt risking further spread
of the infection.

Continued on page 2
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HAMMER & SICKLE
A SYMBOL OF FREEDOM

ALP candidate Maddy Northam, who is seeking elec-
tion for the seat of Kurrajong in central Canberra in the
upcoming ACT election, posted a photo of herself and
her campaign team on Facebook a couple of weeks ago.
The photo in question has caused controversy because,
according to the ABC, “a poster on the wall behind
her, smaller than an A4 sheet of paper, displayed the
hammer and sickle — a symbol long linked to the Soviet
Union.”

Not letting a political opportunity slip it by, Canberra
Liberals and their associates have gone on the attack.

Liberal MLA Vicki Dunne, member for Ginninderra,
stated: “Many ACT voters would feel enormously uncom-
fortable that ACT Labor is drawing its inspiration from
one of the most oppressive regimes responsible for the
deaths of millions and millions of people, state-enforced
famine, environmental degradation, and complete and
utter economic carnage.”

Let us ignore for a moment that USSR was/is not the
sole owner of the hammer and sickle. It is no surprise
that Dunne has flagrantly repeated anti-communist
propaganda without reference to any actual events.
Against such claims, we can refer to the principle: “What
can be asserted without evidence can also be dismissed
without evidence.”

Dunne’s description of the USSR, however, could
equally apply to Australia. “Free speech” in this country
does not come without qualifiers. Throughout the entire
history of the CPA, the Party and its members have been
subject to bans and arrests. When Fred Paterson, a com-
munist from Queensland, was elected to parliament, his
electorate was split in two, effectively disenfranchising
a portion of those citizens who he had represented from
voting for him again. The BLM movement is suffering
similar oppression with law enforcement moving to make
every rally illegal.

Australia’s genocide and continued mistreatment of
Indigenous peoples and its participation in the numerous
imperialist wars, such as Vietnam and Iraq, leaves a
legacy of bloodshed that can never be compensated for.

According to foodbank.org.au, in their “Foodbank
Hunger Report 2019”: “one in five Australians have ex-
perienced food insecurity at some point in the last 12
months. This means that for 21 per cent of Australia’s
population, there has been at least one time in the last
year when they didn’t have enough food for themselves
or their family and could not afford to buy more food.”

On the question environmental degradation,
Australia’s reputation is among the worst. Australia is
the largest exporter of fossil fuels. The “Brown to Green
Report 2019” found that “Australia is the only developed
country deforestation hotspot in the world.”

To speak of Australia’s economic mismanagement
would require the length of this entire paper and then
some. Suffice to say that regular readers of our paper
should be all but familiar with grim policies and sta-
tistics we have presented each week as the Morrison
government blindly wanders this economic storm (e.g.
#1929 “Unemployment disaster”).

And as disgusting as the above comments may be,
they cannot top those made by Stefan Romaniw, chair
of the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Associations:
“You can equate the hammer and sickle to the swastika.”

Twenty-seven million Soviet men and women died
during World War II to liberate Europe from fascism,
liberated Jewish people, other ethnic minorities (such
as the Romani), and various anti-fascists. With victory,
where old empires use to stand, came the national libera-
tion movements across Eastern Europe. To equate the
symbol of the Party of the working-class with fascism
disrespects those lost lives.

While the smear on Maddy Northam is nothing more
than a cheap shot to delegitimise a political candidate,
we cannot allow reactionaries to revise history and
distort facts.

The Communist Party of Australia is seeking to run
in elections in the future and we will unabashedly use
the hammer and sickle. Under the hammer and sickle,
the working-class from all over the world fought to liber-
ate themselves from oppressive regimes whether that
be an autocratic tsar like Nicholas II, a colonial power
like France, or a fascist dictator like Batista. Just like
those before us, we too will fight under the banner of
the hammer and sickle, to win victories long overdue
for the exploited masses of Australia.

Help us register our electoral body “The Communist” here:
www.cpa.org.au/communists-registration
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AUSTRALIAN AGED CARE
STANDARDS A DISGRACE!

Continued from page 1

Prime Minister Scott Morrison
repeatedly denied that the federal
government is responsible for aged
care while never hesitating to blame
Victorian Labor Premier Daniel
Andrews.

Eventually, Aged Care Minister
Senator Richard Colbeck came clean
when questioned by the Senate’s
COVID-19 committee that the fed-
eral government has responsibility
for regulating and funding aged
care services.

It was an embarrassing appear-
ance before the Senate inquiry for
Colbeck who was unable to indicate
how many lives had been lost.

Even more incredibly, the so-
called Aged Care Minister said: “We
did not anticipate that the entire
management structure and the
office structure, cleaning, catering
staff would all be regarded as close
contacts as part of an outbreak.”

Has he ever visited an aged
care centre?!

Morrison, rushed in to defend
his Minister, saying that he had
confidence in Colbeck, that the
number of lives lost could have
been much worse!

DEREGULATION

Only ten per cent of the centres
are state-run, with the remainder
being for-profit or not-for-profit
private providers.

Apart from the public sector
centres in Victoria and Queens-
land, the aged care system is largely
deregulated. The exception is where
unions have managed to recruit
members and negotiate agree-
ments specifying such matters as
staff to resident ratios or the mix
of staff skills.

Deregulation and funding
cuts took off in earnest under the
Howard Coalition government.
The federal government cut the
aged care budget by $1 billion and
removed a number of regulatory
requirements such as the minimum
proportion of government funding
that had to be spent on patient
care. Minimum staffing numbers
required were also reduced.

This increased the potential for
profit-making and made the sector
attractive for private outfits includ-
ing foreign investors to move in.
Deregulation accompanied by

lucrative government subsidies
was like a magnet to large corpo-
rations and private equity firms
who saw the potential to make
large profits.

Many of the private for-profit
institutions are notorious for taking
short cuts to maximise profits.
There is a tendency for them to
employ fewer, less qualified staff;
fail to provide a nutritious diet; and
to not always provide basic services
to residents.

Today there is virtually no
accountability, no transparency
as to how government subsidies
— around eighty percent of their
income — are spent. In the case
of the large private operators, the
subsidies appear to fund the private
profits, not resident care.

Perhaps then, it should not
come as a surprise that ten per
cent of the aged care centres are
state-managed with one in 900
residents having contracted the
virus. In the private sector, one in
twenty-three have contracted the
virus. These figures confirm the
need for the sector to be publicly
owned and managed.

FEDERAL GOVT
FAILED TO ACT

The government has responsi-
bility for infection control in aged
care, regulation, and accreditation
of aged care centres through its
Aged Care Quality and Safety Com-
mission (ACQSC). It uses a “pro-
portionate, risk-based approach” to
achieving its regulatory objectives.

The Royal Commission heard
criticisms of the Commission that is
also responsible for assessing com-
pliance with the requirements of the
Act. The system is largely based on
a process of self-assessment — that
is, by the centres themselves! There
are provisions for site inspections,
but assessors from the Commission
or approved private assessors all
too often give advance notice of an
impending inspection!

This conveniently gives cen-
tres time to change the menu, hire
additional casual staff, organise
programs for residents and take
other measures to pass muster. The
Commission announced on 24th
August that surprise inspections
will be carried out. This should

have been the case all along for all
inspections.

NATIONALISE
AGED CARE

If any good is to come out of the
pandemic then it is recognition of
the need for nationalisation of aged
care and all health care services.
The private system could not cope
with the pandemic and without
massive subsidies could not stand
on its own feet.

The COVID-19 health crisis has
brought to the fore the pre-existing
crisis in the aged care system, a
result of decades of neglect by suc-
cessive governments. The deregulat-
ed, unaccountable system is beyond
repair. Aged care is a service, and
those being cared for should not be
treated as commodities, nor should
aged care workers be exploited for
private profit.

With the removal of the profit
motive, with a fully accountable
system, run democratically by the
public sector it then becomes pos-
sible to provide services that are
designed to meet people’s needs.

Such a system should be funded
through a progressive, centralised
taxation system where large cor-
porations are forced to pay their
share. Introducing another special
levy like the Medicare levy to raise
additional revenue for aged care is
not the way to go. It lets companies
off the hook, as it is only paid by
individuals.

Aged care should be free as
should all health care services.
Workers in the sector should receive
the necessary training and be paid
according to their skills and the
responsibility they carry in the
important work they do. Full-time
and permanent work should be
available for all who want it, with
full entitlements.

Even then, under capitalism,
such reforms would only be tem-
porary, as seen by the Howard
government’s deregulatory roll-
back and successive funding cuts
and freezes. Far reaching change is
required by a society that respects
and treats their elderly with dignity,
not as disposable commodities
as seen during the pandemic. It’s
called socialism — a system that
puts people first. @&

PRESS FUND

The world is in turmoil with protest actions in numerous countries as people are sick of
politicians and seek real fundamental changes to the way things are run. Neoliberalism,
practiced by both major parties is on the nose in Australia. Socialism is the only real
alternative that puts people first. That is what the Guardian is fighting for.

Thank you to the contributors below:
Mark Mannion $20, Digireb $25, GM $20, S Talbot $20.
This week’s total: $85.00 Cumulative total: $2,384.00
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Another nail in democracy’s coffin

ASSANGE

THE CASE OF JULIAN

Eileen Whitehead

A group of 152 eminent legal experts
and fifteen lawyer associations from
around the world have issued an open
letter to the British government, doc-
umenting a long list of legal abuses
perpetrated against Julian Assange.
The letter states that the British gov-
ernment has “perpetrated a litany of
abuses” against Julian Assange through
the country’s judiciary and the various
governments that have pursued the
WikiLeaks founder for the past decade.

This letter was released just days after
the US Government once again introduced
a new indictment of Assange, less than a
month before his extradition hearing is due
to resume on 7th September. This action was
also more than one year after the deadline
expired for the US to submit its final charge
sheet; so why was it accepted?

This has confronted Assange’s lawyers
with an impossible choice. Do they accept
the hearing proceeding in September,
having had no time to prepare arguments
or evidence against this new indictment,
or do they, once again, appeal for a delay
which simply prolongs his life-threatening
detention. This extradition, if enacted,
would see Assange face 175 years in a US
Federal prison.

The 10-page letter by the legal experts
is a meticulous review of Assange’s case,
and came to an unambiguous conclusion
— that the campaign against Assange has
been based upon gross violations of domes-
tic and international law. It demonstrated
that this unprecedented situation is the
culmination of ten years of legal abuses.

The letter also referred to the blatant
illegality of the attempt to extradite Assange
to the US. If handed over to his American
persecutors, Assange “faces a show trial
at the infamous ‘Espionage court’ of the
Eastern District of Virginia before which
no national security defendant has ever
succeeded.” He would be denied the right

being judged by a handpicked collection of
intelligence agents and government patsies.

The letter also stated that Assange’s
rights to legal privilege in such a proceed-
ing has already been violated by the well-
documented surveillance conducted against
him, as a political refugee in Ecuador’s
London embassy, by the US Central Intel-
ligence Agency. The unlawful recordings of
his discussions with attorneys, constituted
an “irremediable breach of Mr Assange’s
fundamental rights to a fair trial under Art.
6 of the European Convention on Human
Rights (ECHR) and due process under the
US Constitution.” The protection of legal
privilege contained in the ECHR, has, the
letter stated, long been recognised in English

fair trial is enshrined in the United Nations
Model Treaty on Extradition.

The dispatch of Assange to the US
would be unlawful under the existing
treaty arrangements between the US and
Britain, which explicitly prohibit extradi-
tions for political offences. Assange has
been charged on the basis of an explicitly
political legislation, the US Espionage Act.

The gross contempt for democratic
procedure can be seen in the veil of secre-
cy drawn over these court hearings. For
instance, last Friday only five journalists
were allowed into the courtroom and the
dozens of journalists and international
observers dialling in by telephone were
not connected.

had about this case which is that there is a
state conspiracy insofar as Julian Assange
is concerned. It is a sustained offensive
against the democratic rights of the work-
ing class. Assange exposed imperialist war
crimes and the diplomatic shenanigans
and intrigues, which everyone suspected
but couldn’t prove. His “leaks” galvanised
a global whiplash, which did not go down
well with those in power.

At this point of time, it is crucial for the
international working class to rise up in
Assange’s defence. There is a fundamental
link between Assange’s persecution, the
defence of democratic rights and the strug-
gle against the capitalist system, which is
intent on plunging the world into war and

to a trial before a jury of his peers, instead

common law, while the inalienable right to a

I{DON’T)CARE

Workers rorted, the rich get richer

Contributed

The 2020 review of the NSW
workers compensation scheme
interviewed the Icare board
earlier this year.

What did it find out?

Out of its 1,200 employees,
200 of them were eligible for
bonuses — amounting to just over
sixteen per cent of the insurer’s
workforce.

Additionally, eight of its
executives were taking home
almost $4 million last financial
year, including bonuses well over
$100,000. Most of the Board
were on annual salaries between
$500,000 to $800,000 a year.

These “performance pay-
ments” were made despite ter-
ribly deteriorating return to work
figures for injured workers, and a
decline in the funding ratio of the
scheme.

It seems all of the senior
leadership, as well as the general
managers, were all on bonuses.

Furthermore, at least two
employees in the NSW treas-
urer’s office were being paid for
through Icare funds — money
that comes from premiums col-
lected from employers meant
to be paid to injured workers. It

seems that these employees in
the treasurer’s office were sec-
onded by Icare, however, the
proper documentation was never
provided.

While Icare is meant to be
paying out worker’s compensa-
tion, it seems that it is more in
the business of paying the huge,
head-scratching bonuses to
poorly performing senior execu-
tives and managers. Perhaps the
bonuses were for cutting back
benefits for the injured workers
and saving employers’ and the
scheme’s money?

It would be one thing if these
bonuses were being paid out
and workers were getting paid
out fairly and on time. However,
many injured workers have had
difficulty getting their claims
accepted, many have been under-
paid for years, and coverage
for reasonable costs of medical
investigations and treatments is
frequently denied.

At the same time, a senior
employee/senior fraud officer
was raising dozens of complaints
about fraud, theft and corrup-
tion at Icare, complaints that
were being dismissed by those
same senior executives. Instead
of the whistle-blower being

commended for their actions,
they suffered constant bullying
and harassment until they were
hounded out of Icare, ultimately
being forced into signing a non-
disclosure agreement.

If that wasn’t bad enough,
former chief executive John
Nagle awarded his wife a three
year contract worth $800,000 to
train Icare staff between 2016-
19. How did the board resolve
this conflict of interest when it
found out? Instead of firing him,
or asking for his resignation, they
sanctioned him and denied him
a short-term bonus. For Nagle,
the loss of the bonus was enough
for him to threaten to resign but
board chair Michael Carapiet
convinced him to stay!

The senior executives are
very keen to place the blame of
ballooning costs of the scheme at
the feet of the “greedy specialist
doctors,” but at the same time,
see no issue at all with going on
trips to Las Vegas paid for by
companies that were awarded
$200 million IT contracts by
Icare.

Our worker’s compensa-
tion schemes are rorting work-
ers; it’s time to nationalise the
scheme. @&

There is only one interpretation to be
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QANTAS MUST PUT PEOPLE
BEFORE PROFIT

Statement by Australian Services Union

Qantas management’s decision
to bank a $124 million profit
instead of paying workers for
money owed to them shows
even in a pandemic, people
come second to profit at Aus-
tralia’s biggest airline.

Qantas has refused to pay
approximately 6000 workers
between $1500 (part-time work-
ers) and $2000 (full-time workers)
owed to them.

The airline announced the cash
payment to workers in 2018 to much
media fanfare after handing down
a record-high profit in that year.

Australian Services Union
Assistant National Secretary Linda
White said while management
would downplay a $124 million
profit in 2019-20, the number
was an insult to Qantas workers
struggling to put food on the table
who have still not been paid what
they’re owed.

“Qantas lapped up the PR when
it announced these payments but
many workers are still waiting,”
White said.

“Qantas says the business is
battling but they’re clearly doing
better than their workers.

“$124 million is a big number
for someone who is owed $1500 by
the company.

“For someone who has received
very little income and has debts
accumulating, $1,500 or $2,000 can
be the difference between getting

food on the table or paying your
mobile phone bill.

“Qantas tells the market they’re
highly profitable and then in the
same breath cries poor to its work-
ers — its two faced and unethical.

“Announcing a $124 million
profit while still withholding money
from workers who can’t even pay
the rent is just plain wrong.”

White said Qantas workers had
done everything in their power to
help the company stay on its feet
and deserved loyalty and fair treat-
ment in return.

“Qantas workers have borne
the brunt of the economic impact
of the pandemic and have bent over
backwards to help the company get
through this. Qantas workers don’t
just understand financial hardship,
they are living it”

“They’ve agreed to shift changes,
variation to their duties and some
have not worked at all since March
because they’re committed to the
company’s long-term success.

“The loyalty of Qantas work-
ers should be reciprocated by the
company, but that is not what we’re
seeing here.

“We're calling on Qantas to put
its hand into its giant $124 million
wallet to pay workers what they
are owed.

“The amount owed to workers
is a fraction of the profit result — it
is time to pay workers what they
are owed.” &
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RAHU STATEMENT ON

EVICTION MORATORIUM

Statement via Renters and Housing Union (RAHU)

Extending relief for three
months for landlords to “do the
right thing,” yet “striking the
right balance” further skews
the power to landlords.

RAHU is relieved that the Victo-
rian government has finally extend-
ed the eviction moratorium,yet we
are disappointed to see yet another
short-term solution.

Renters’ anxiety is temporarily
alleviated from the previous 29th

September end date, but come 31st
December we will be in exactly the
same situation. These measures
only defer the crisis. An extra three
months is not enough.

Treasurer Tim Pallas has made
generous funds available to land-
lords “who do the right thing,” and
landlords will be swimming in relief
options from land tax relief and
grants of up to $3,000 in addition
to ongoing mortgage relief.

Renters don’t have these
options, which means we can’t
“pull together” with landlords and
real estate agents, and we remain
most vulnerable to the impacts of
COVID-19.

Eirene Tsolidis Noyce, secretary
of RAHU said, “We are relieved
to have a home for an extra three
months, yet there is more work to
be done. This short term measure
may see renters on the streets on

New Year’s Day. We need longer-
term solutions for our security of
housing.”

Paddy Gordon, Media Officer
RAHU added, “How are we meant
to strike a balance when the balance
of power is so heavily skewed to
landowners?”

“The truth is landlords have
demonstrably not done the right
thing, yet they will continue to be
rewarded. The hardship faced by

renters is where the relief is des-
perately needed,” said Noyce.
Zachary Doney, RAHU delegate
said, “Renters are the ones in need
of legal and financial protection. We
can’t expect landlords to prioritise
the health of the nation over their
personal profit margin.” &

NTEU (NATIONAL TERTIARY EDUCATION UNION)
PREPARING WAGE THEFT CLASS ACTIONS

Michael Evans

and Macquarie University were repaying

“NTEU is gathering information to
launch a wave of class actions. We do not

their rights it'll limit their career pros-

NTEU National Office

Almost one quarter of Australian uni-
versities are now engulfed in the sec-
tor’s wage theft scandal with the NTEU
threatening a wave of class actions in
response.

The ABC has today revealed underpay-
ment issues at the University of Queens-
land (UQ), University of Technology
Sydney (UTS), Murdoch University, RMIT
and Monash University.

Recently, it was revealed the Univer-
sity of Sydney, University of Melbourne,
University of New South Wales (UNSW)

staff who were underpaid, while the Uni-
versity of Western Australia (UWA) was
auditing its pay rates.

The NTEU will today take RMIT to
the Fair Work Commission over pay-rates
that give tutors only ten minutes to mark
a paper.

At other universities, whistle-blowers
have revealed they were told to skim read
assessments or not grade them at all.

NTEU National President Dr Alison
Barnes said the Union had already recov-
ered millions in lost wages for mem-
bers and was now preparing fresh legal
campaigns.

believe wage theft is confined to the ten
universities that have admitted to it,” Dr
Barnes said.

“We have already recovered millions
in underpayment with millions more
to come. If a quarter of the sector now
admits to underpayment you can be sure
the problem goes a lot further.

“The root cause of wage theft is inse-
cure casual and contract employment.
This creates a completely lopsided power
dynamic. Managers feel confident to
squeeze employees. And employees are
intimidated — they think if they enforce

pects. Insecure employment creates wage
theft.

“There is a Senate Inquiry into wage
theft and we would like to see the vice
chancellors appear and explain their
employment practices.

“But more importantly we are pushing
to flip the proportion of insecure employ-
ment in universities on its head. Currently
up to seven in ten University employees
are insecurely employed. This is scandal-
ously high. Insecure employment should
be fleeting and rare. Unfortunately the
opposite is currently true.” @&
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MORRISON GOVERNMENT
UNDERMINES WORKERS’ RIGHTS

TO BARGAIN

Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) statement

The Morrison government has restricted bargain-
ing rights and handed a windfall to the scandal-
plagued for-profit superannuation sector.

The Treasury Laws Amendment (Your Superannua-
tion, Your Choice) restricts workers’ rights to bargain
for a single superannuation fund or set of funds in an
enterprise agreement.

This Bill is a gift to the under-performing for-profit
bank-owned superannuation funds at the expense of
workers.

ACTU Assistant Secretary Scott Connolly said, “This
is an attack on the basic rights of working people to
bargain and win better conditions.

“The passage of this Bill is a gift to the banks and
bank-owned for-profit superannuation funds. Despite
years of scandals, decades of under-performance and
evidence of shocking misconduct uncovered by the
Banking Royal Commission, this bill directly benefits
for-profit superannuation providers.

“Workers bargain for a single fund in the workplace
where they know it is in their best interest. This ensures
superannuation is paid in full and on time, that workers
have the best insurance available to them and their line
of work, as well as access to defined benefit schemes.

“This Bill threatens all of that and will only aid unscru-
pulous bosses and dodgy banks. The union movement
supported sensible amendments put forward by Labor
and the Greens and supported by Jacqui Lambie to protect
workers’ rights and is disappointed the government and
some crossbench Senators did not support them.” &

ACTU PROVIDES PLAN FOR JOBS IN
PRE-BUDGET SUBMISSION

Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) statement

The ACTU has again urged the Morri-
son government to expand its pandemic
response and adopt a comprehensive
jobs plan in a pre-budget submission
sent to the Treasurer this week.
Noting that the Morrison government’s
fiscal response has been smaller as a pro-
portion of GDP than Canada, New Zealand,
Japan, Singapore, South Korea, USA, Hong
Kong, Germany and the United Kingdom, the
submission calls on the government to adopt
a national economic reconstruction plan.
The ACTU has put forward five practical
proposals in its Job plan:
« A national strategy for early childhood
education and care including free,

universal, accessible childcare. This

will support women being able to work,
grow the economy and give our kids at
the very best start in life.

A training for reconstruction plan which
includes 150,000 free TAFE courses and
a 50 per cent government wage subsidy
that goes for the life of apprenticeship or
traineeship and delivers a job at the end.
A Rediscover Australia initiative to help
out travel and hospitality sectors and
regions recover and survive.

A National Reconstruction Investment
plan to significantly boost investment

in public capital projects, which should
start with short lead time projects like

public and social housing. Boosting
public capital spending back to 6.5 per
cent of GDP.

A sustainable manufacturing strategy
which will support and expand
manufacturing, assist both its shift to
low cost and sustainable renewable
energy and the production of the high
tech products of the future. Starting
with governments own procurement as
a powerful lever.

ACTU President Michele O’Neil said,
“Throughout this pandemic the Morrison
government has been consistently slow to act
and has put forward a smaller fiscal response
than many other developed economies.

“The crisis has been made worse by per-
sistent uncertainty about the economy and
the lack of a national economic reconstruc-
tion plan from the Morrison government.

“We need a comprehensive jobs plan
which will put working people first and
ensure that we have better, stronger rights
as we recover from this crisis than we did
going into it.

“Our plan calls for the government to
use its power to create secure jobs for the
millions of Australians without a job, or reli-
ant on government support to stay in work.

“We stand ready, as we have for months,
to work with government to create jobs and
support Australian industries.” &

JANE HUME “AMBIVALENT” ABOUT COMPLYING WITH
LEGISLATED SUPER INCREASE

Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) statement

In an extraordinary abdica-
tion of her responsibility as
the Minister responsible for
superannuation, Senator Jane
Hume said this morning that
she was “ambivalent” about
whether the Morrison govern-
ment delivered an increase to
the super guarantee, which has
already been legislated.

In the middle of the greatest
recession in a century, the Minister
is refusing to commit to a legislated
commitment which would provide

retirement security for millions of
working people.

The increase has already been
delayed by the Abbott government
and should have come into effect
in 2015.

With the Morrison government
forcing working people to rip up
to $42 billion from their super
accounts through a poorly thought
out scheme with no oversight, it is
essential that the increase come
into effect so we can start repairing
the damage.

ACTU President Michele O’Neil
said, “It is already clear that the
legacy of the Morrison govern-
ment will be retirement poverty
for millions of Australian workers,
with 590,000 already completely
emptying their accounts under the
early withdrawal scheme. Deny-
ing working people this increase
would only deepen the looming
retirement crisis.

“Jane Hume’s ambivalence
could cost a 30 year old nurse
$121,000 by retirement. This is

how the Morrison government
will repay the frontline workers
who are saving lives during the
pandemic.

“If Australian workers needed
a sign that this government is com-
pletely out of touch, it’s a Senator
earning multiple times the average
wage saying she doesn’t have a
view one way or another about the
retirement income of the people
who clean Parliament House.

“A 30 year old cleaner would
lose roughly $60,000 by retirement

if the Government cancels the leg-
islated increase.

“Senator Hume’s refusal to
defend the retirement security of
young Australians already facing
the crushing economic burden of
the pandemic shows how out of
touch she is from the stark reality
many young Australians are deal-
ing with today.

“Jane Hume must confirm
that the Morrison government will
deliver the scheduled increase to
all working people.” &
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OFFICEWORKS’ WORKERS

GO ON STRIKE!

On Monday the 24th August 275 Officeworks distribution cen-
tre workers across NSW and VIC engaged in 24-hours strike
action. The strike action was in response to the breakdown in
negotiations between the United Workers’ Union (UWU) and
Officeworks.

The key claims put forth by UWU members at Officeworks have
been a twelve per cent pay increase over three years, six month casual
conversion for both direct casuals and labour hire, and protection for
workers around Officeworks outsourcing to a third party logistics com-
pany (TOLL, DHL, etc).

At this point, Officeworks has put forth a six per cent increase on wages
over three years and want to strip rights to mutual agreement around
shift changes, and are seeking a reduction on penalty rates, no protec-
tion over outsourcing and no solid commitment for casual conversion.

UWU NSW Officeworks organiser Alex Suhle had this to say: “At this
point in time, Officeworks has increased their profits by twenty per cent
with a 2.8 billion increase on revenue over the 2019-20 financial year.
Workers at Officeworks have worked many hours of overtime during

COVID and have increased distribution during this time. In response
to this they have offered the lowest pay rise in the history of officeworks
and are attempting to strip conditions.”

Echoing these sentiments, UWU Officeworks delegate Paul stated:

“We worked hard and have helped the company to make big profits
during the period and they repay us by trying to low-ball us on pay and
strip us of our rights in the workplace. We've never had to strike here
before and it should really show people how bad it’s gotten in there if
people are willing to take strike action during COVID.”

When asked if there will be further action Paul said: “We’re willing
to go back to the table, we want a deal that reflects the value of work we
do here. But if Officeworks doesn’t start treating with respect we will
take further action if needed.” As of last Wednesday, workers are back
at work and Officeworks will be pushing out the company agreement
over the next few weeks.

The UWU members have said they will be campaigning on site to
vote the agreement down and force the company back to the table. @&
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Hello Comrades! Welcome to another week of Australian

Communist Thought and History.

This week marks our last on Peace. This last article provides
a look at how two different economic systems — capitalism and
socialism — engender two different directions for government
spending: one predicated on war, the other for peace.

The article in our history section reveals Menzies’ plans for
privatising our economy if he were to win the election in 1946.
What is significant about this article is that the election it
discusses was the first to be contested by the Liberal Party. It
is clear that from the beginning such a party had no intention
of being for the people or “the quiet Australians.”

Australian Communist Thought and History

CPA‘s:

Guardian

TWO ROADS BEFORE US,
WAR OR PEACE

This article was originally published in Tribune,
1980.

Peace is World Priority No.1. All need
peace. On the road to peace, Britain’s
major problems, housing, health,
education, security, could be solved
overnight.

War costs Britain £800 million a year
— soon probably to be £1,000 million. With
assured peace, military expenditure could
drop to £250 million or less.

That saving of £550 million a year could
build 1,200 houses a day, or six first-class
schools, or two to three first-class hospitals.

More than that, with assured peace we
could release for real education and profit-
able production hundreds of thousands of
our conscript youth.

If, on the other hand, we tread the road to
war, we move to the edge of an abyss. Atom
bombs will fly. Every devilry will be released.

At Hiroshima one atom bomb killed
70,000 persons in a moment of time, with
a quarter of a million other casualties.
Babies subsequently born were deformed
monstrosities.

The promised hydrogen bomb is to be
even more destructive. A fiendish weapon,
its manufacture wasting fabulous millions,
with no prospect whatsoever of any useful
by-products in the process.

Other weapons are already proposed and
prepared; bacteriological weapons, cheaper to
produce and probably more deadly in action.

Two roads lie before us — war or peace.

What blocks the road to peace?

One obstacle and one alone. Hostility to
Russia. Determination at all cost to maintain
privilege, to check the spread of Socialism
and Communism.

On Russia therefore must the blame be
laid. So the Press screams its slogans: Russia
expands; Russia seeks to dominate the world;
Russia plans war.

It is monstrously untrue. Russia’s main
concern is peace. Stalin made peace moves
in 1946, 1947, 1948 and 1949, to Elliot
Roosevelt, to Henry Wallace, to Stassen, to
Kingsbury Smith.

Mere bluff, it was said. This is nonsense.
Six solid facts underline the truth of Stalin’s
peace proposals.

Russia wants peace, because Russia
needs peace. Deeply concerned with raising
industrial potential to the highest possible
level, based solidly on the latest achieve-
ments of science, including atomic energy,
Russia finds war and war preparations an
intolerable hindrance.

The Russian economy welcomes peace
because Russian economy can consume all
that it produces. Higher production spells
higher living standards for all. The spectre
of unemployment never haunts a planned
economy.

That Russia neither plans war nor expects
war is revealed by her Five-Year Plans, which
invest more capital in Latvia, for instance
— so vulnerably near to the West — than in
Moscow itself. Revealed also by her fearless
rebuilding of houses, colleges, factories,
rather than tanks and planes.

Russia spends only seventeen per cent
of her budget on war, less than before 1940.

Russia never uttered words of war, or
threats to atomise other peoples with bombs.
Russia has organised at home a great cam-
paign for peace. Hitler also spoke peace
abroad, but at home he spoke war.

Russia stands solidly behind the move-
ments for outlawing atom bombs and all
weapons of mass destruction. She says ban
the bomb, disarm, produce for peace.

Russia rejects the Baruch Plan, which
had ulterior motives, detrimental to the
development of Russian industry.

The Baruch Plan demands an interna-
tional committee, on which the US would
have a decisive majority, to exercise com-
plete control over the world’s resources of
atomic power, with right for inspection of
every country (giving, incidentally, valuable
information to the US Army and Air Force)
before they even discuss ceasing the manu-
facture of bombs themselves.

Russia has her own plans for atom-bomb
control.

Abolition of all weapons of mass
destruction, freedom for all to use atomic
energy for peaceful purposes, together with

effective inspection; these are Russia’s peace
proposals.

Turn now to the West, does Western
economy welcome an assured peace?

The scales are weighted on the other side.

The US consume only seventy-five per
cent, of what they produce; industrial pro-
duction dropped last year by twenty-two
per cent; coal output by thirty-one per cent;
railroad loading by twenty per cent; depart-
mental sales 12-14 per cent. Unemployment
in the US now touches the four million figure.

All this drop occurred despite a furious
armament drive fanned by the press fantasy
of Russia’s warlike intentions. And the decline
proceeds, despite vast army contracts.

The US reject a planned economy. Ameri-
can capitalists also dread a peace which
makes war equipment superfluous.

American economy is a war economy,
as Russia’s is a peace economy. Hence the
reiterated cry as a smoke-screen, that Russia
expands, that Russia seeks to dominate the
world.

It is false. Russia has not expanded.

The area of the Soviet Union is smaller
today than that of Tsarist Russia to which
we took no exception.

Then, Russian sovereignty included all
the Balkan lands. Yalta agreed to Russia’s
resumption of those lands, and it was Church-
ill himself who said, Russia is in fact accepting
frontiers which over immense distances are
200 to 300 miles further to the East.

But it is the US which expands. The US

have secured 489 airplane bases around
the Soviet Union, in strategic positions for
assault.

America spends seventy-five per cent, of
her budget on war purposes.

America’s Marshall Plan reestablishes
capitalism on the basis of Wall Street monop-
oly, arresting reconstruction and crippling
industrial development. The Marshall Plan
rebuilds the Nazi war machine.

Under the Atlantic Pact the US supply
the arms, Europe the cannon fodder for
fighting Russia.

Following this sinister lead, we speed
headlong down the road to war.

We must and can cry halt. We can make
friendly overtures to Russia, and Stalin’s
repeated offers half-way.

We can open the flood gates of trade
between East and West, securing, by exchange
with our fine craftsmanship, the foodstuffs,
timber, and raw materials we need.

Cutting our war expenditure, like Russia,
to pre-war standards, we can save hundreds
of millions of pounds and sever the strings
of the Marshall Plan.

We can build, as Russia and Eastern
Europe are building on the lines of a spa-
cious plan, a new and progressively mounting
standard of life for all.

Through understanding with Russia
alone we can secure peace.

Through Socialist and Communist plan-
ning alone we can secure prosperity. &

The Russian economy welcomes peace because
Russian economy can consume all that it produces.
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Menzies plans pool of unemployed

VITAL WEAPON IN

ANTI-UNION DRIVE

This article originally appeared in Tribune
September, 1946

Mass sackings from government
departments and nationalised under-
takings, as part of a big business plan
to create a strategic unemployed pool,
would quickly follow if the Menzies
government were elected.

This unemployed pool, big business feels,
is a necessary weapon against labour if living
standards are to be lowered and the trade
unions shackled.

“Liberal” leader Menzies clearly indicated
in his speeches that he intends to “purge” gov-
ernment departments, abolish government
planning in favour of “freedom of private
enterprise” — which is the “Liberal” jargon
for unchecked monopolist profiteering.

As well as sacking many thousands from
government departments, the “Liberals,” if
returned, are pledged to destroy the Com-
monwealth Airlines Commission, which will
soon operate nationalised air services. The
big shipping magnates and other oversea
interests behind private airlines are working
overtime and donating money to the “Liber-
als” for the defeat of Labour.

“LIBS” DEATH-LIST

The Commonwealth Employment Serv-
ice, the Department of Information, the
proposed Independent ABC News Service
and the broadened and strengthened Com-
monwealth Bank organisation are also down
on the “Liberal” Party death-list.

“Not one Government department would
escape sackings if the Menzies Government
came to power after 28th September,” said
the State Secretary of the Clerks’ Union,
Mr J R Hughes. “Sackings and the shadow
of insecurity will be the lot of many clerical
workers.

“One reason why our union is campaign-
ing for the defeat of Menzies is that we have
17,000 Government employees as members.”

Linked with the jobs of white-collar
clerks who would be sacked by a Menzies
administration are the jobs of many indus-
trial workers and the welfare of many small
business men.

THREAT TO CONTROLS

Behind the “Liberal” plans to purge
government staffs is the well known big
business plot to remove the rent, prices and
anti-inflation controls which several of the
government departments administer.

High on the list of “Liberal” targets is
the Prices Branch. Big corporations would
much prefer to see Prices Inspectors on the
dole than investigating their profits and price
control breaches.

The Rationing Commission would also
suffer. The “Liberals,” as “a gesture to house-
wives,” would bring rationing to a premature
end. This would allow wholesale speculation,
rocketing prices and profits, and a clean-up
by the monopolists of soldiers’ deferred pay

and workers’ war savings. This unfettered
prices inflation and speculation would also
put larger sections of the middle-classes and
the farmers in pawn to monopolies.

Menvzies has repeatedly emphasised that
the “Liberal” Party would support a big drive
for export markets.

The Labor Party also believer in finding
markets, but not in exporting such exces-
sive quantities that essential goods would
be denied to the Australian people.

PRICES WOULD SPIRAL

The “Liberals” would export scarce goods,
and, with rationing prematurely ended, prices
would reach fantastic levels, and shopping
queues fantastic lengths.

There is a big temptation for the big busi-
ness “Liberals” to put emphasis on foreign
rather than on local markets. Goods like
tobacco, cigarette papers, clothes, beer and
spirits are rated above currency in some
impoverished countries.

Some exporters have already been able
to escape controls and export these scarce
goods, but some checks have been imposed
by the Labor government.

Purging of several government depart-
ments, like Trade and Customs, would be
part of the scheme to release exporters
from checks.

SOAK EX-DIGGERS

The “Liberals” have shown their unrelent-
ing hostility to the Department of Postwar
Reconstruction. They think that there has
been too much government planning in reha-
bilitation, and not enough opportunities for
private enterprise to soak the ex-servicemen
for deferred pay and war bonuses.

The “Libs” and Country Party object to
acquisition of big estates for soldier settle-
ment, and want free speculation in land, to
make soldier settlers pay inflated values.

The Department of Information is one
of the “Liberals’ pet hates. The DOI is
particularly hated by the press proprietors,
who fear that its information and statisti-
cal services provide embarrassing curbs on
anti-labour faking.

The Independent ABC News Services
as been strongly opposed by Menzies. The
press proprietors want the ABC to continue
taking doctored news from the commercial
press. The ABC News Services intends to
employ its own news-gathering staffs, but
this depends on Labor’s return.

The “Liberals™ threat to airways nation-
alisation is particularly serious. The Airlines
Commission now employs many ex-RAAP
air crews and ground staffs, in training
for civil flying at Point Cook, and will give

employment to far larger clerical staffs than
the private lines.

HOUSING IN DANGER

Naturally, plans to increase Common-
wealth Bank staffs, to enter fields previously
monopolised by the private, overseas-based
banks, would go by the board if the “Liber-
als” got power. The Department of Works
and Housing is another government body
marked by “Liberal” haters of national plan-
ning. The Commonwealth has a scheme to
train tens of thousands of skilled building
workers and to co-operate with the States
in speeding up homes construction. The
Fishermen’s Bend aircraft factory in Victoria
is already producing prefabricated houses,
under State supervision. In the “Liberal”
view, all housing should be left to the private
speculators — and that means dearer houses,
fewer houses and less work.

The “Liberals” have attacked Labor’s
full employment schemes because the big
monopolies know that full employment
weakens their power to attack labour.

The monopolists feel that an industrial
or white-collar worker can be coerced, vic-
timised or put on lower pay more easily if
unemployed are waiting for jobs outside
factories and offices. @&

In the “Liberal” view, all housing
should be left to the private
speculators = and that means dearer
houses, fewer houses and less work.
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Seamus Carey

The vast majority of Western liberals
and even “leftists” have been quick to
uncritically jump on the bandwagon of
supporting the Belarusian opposition
forces seeking the overthrow of Pres-
ident Lukashenko. Views to the con-
trary have been ignored or denounced
as “supporting dictatorship.”

This only shows that these people contin-
ue to refuse to learn from history, and adopt
a metaphysical and idealist approach to the
world and to apply the question of how to
develop and use knowledge about the world.

The opposition has been painted as
progressive and peaceful, seeking more
democracy and workers’ rights. It is true that
some of them see themselves in this way, and
those are the ones who get the most screen
time in our media. But it is quite clear from
investigating the actual balance of forces at
play that the driving force of the unrest has
been a coalition of right-wing neo-liberals
and fascists, given assistance by foreign
imperialist forces who wish to see Belarus
opened up to increased financial domination
and exploitation by the EU and US.

The opposition has made it clear that
if they take over government, they plan to
implement neoliberal economic policies
such as the mass privatisation of state assets,
deregulation of markets including the labour
market, and closer ties to the EU and US.
They also fly the white-red-white flag, which
was used during WW2 by Belarusian Nazi
collaborators who aided and took part in the
murder of Jewish people and Communists
amongst others. This fact is known by all
Belarusians, although the opposition denies
that it should be taken too seriously. After the
war, most of the leaders of the various Nazi-
collaborator groups, other than those caught
and executed by Soviet authorities, moved
to — and lived out their days in — the United
States, where they were happily taken in.

While it is (shamefully) unsurprising that
Western liberals are not bothered by these
things, it is shocking that many Western
“leftists,” many of whom call themselves
Marxists, see fit to downplay or overlook
them, and instead accept the mainstream
attitude that the most important fact is
that the opposition is “anti-dictatorship”
and “pro-democracy.” This reveals an un-
Marxist idealist outlook, which treats ideas
as the primary reality rather than real mate-
rial conditions.

We also know as Marxists that practice
and experience are the source of knowledge,
and that a thing cannot be understood but by
its relations to other things, and its internal
relations and contradictions. No thing can
be understood in isolation. In politics, the
study of history furnishes us with a wealth of
practical experience from struggles around
the world, and the situation in Belarus is no
exception. We can find clear parallels between
the current events there, and many other
recent events in other countries.

From last year we see the attempted
coup in Venezuela and the successful coup
in Bolivia, both of which followed a similar
formula: claims of election tampering made

BELA-RUSE!
THE TRICKERY BEHIND
LUKASHENKO’S OPPOSITION

President Lukashenko.

by the neoliberal opposition and promoted
in Western media, followed by the procla-
mation of a US-backed “interim President.”
Some Western sources have already begun
pointing to the Belarusian opposition figure-
head Svetlana Tikhanovskaya as a potential
“interim President,” showing that phrase has
become a dogwhistle for US-backed regime
change operations.

Yet more instructively, we can look at the
recent history of neighbouring Ukraine. In
2004, then-Prime Minister Viktor Yanuko-
vych ran for Ukrainian Presidential elections.
He won by a narrow margin, but protests
similar to those in Belarus today emerged
denouncing the result as marred by tamper-
ing and corruption. The protests eventu-
ally succeeded in preventing Yanukovych
from becoming President, and instead the
opposition candidate Viktor Yushchenko
was placed in the position. This event is
known as the “Orange Revolution” which
gave rise to the term “colour revolution”
for this and similar instances of US-backed
regime change.

#1209 of The Workers’ Weekly Guard-
ian, (while the “Orange Revolution” was still
ongoing and the outcome uncertain) stated:

“The conflict in Ukraine is a further
grab for complete economic, political
and military power by the United
States, supported by the European
Union. Outgoing President Leonid
Kuchma — who has maintained a semi-
state controlled economy and favours
relations with Russia over the NATO
alliance — backed Viktor Yanukovych
in the recent Presidential elections. A
pro-big business, pro-NATO banker

— Viktor Yushchenko — was the main
opposition candidate.” *

Despite the events of the “Orange Revo-
lution,” Yanukovych managed to get elected
again as President in 2010 and maintained
that position until 2014. But then, the same
events occurred a second time, as farce. This
time it was called the “Euromaidan.” From
#1629 of The Workers’ Weekly Guardian:

“Ukraine has been subjected to what is
becoming an all too familiar practice
of ousting legitimate governments that
refuse to submit themselves to the
diktat of the US. In Libya and Syria
and now Venezuela [...] and Ukraine, a
similar formula for regime change can
be seen. Antigovernment protests and
demands by forces seeking reforms are
used as fronts for Western (or Saudi)
funded, armed and trained ultra-right
and terrorist/fascist forces.

“In Ukraine, the US has installed what it
calls a transitional coalition government
which is heavily penetrated by neo-
Nazi and other extreme right forces.
Members of the Svoboda (All Ukrainian
Union) and Pravy Sektor (Right Sector)
have control over the armed forces,
police and national security. Svoboda
was formerly called the Social National
Party, a deliberate reference to Hitler’s
Nazi party.”

While many of the issues voiced during
these two “revolutions” in Ukraine were
valid, especially the issue of corruption, it is
very clear now, with the benefit of years of
experience of a Ukraine governed by these
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pro-US/EU forces, that the legitimate issues
have not been improved whatsoever, and they
were only a tactic by the neoliberal and fascist
forces to gain support inside and outside the
country. Instead, these imperialist-backed
governments have implemented far-right
economic and social policies, and corrup-
tion has only increased. Laws have been
passed in Ukraine which not only permit but
make legally compulsory the glorification
of Ukrainian fascists and Nazi collabora-
tors, and denial of the fact of their role in
the Holocaust and other grave crimes. The
Communist Party of Ukraine, which had
maintained huge popular support from
its refoundation in 1993 until the “Orange
Revolution” changed the political climate in
favour of the right, has now been forbidden
from participating in elections.

The Belarusian opposition openly identi-
fies themselves as the Belarusian counterpart
of the heritage of the “Orange Revolution”
and “Euromaidan,” and openly copies the
tactics and talking points of those coups.

All these facts in themselves should be
quite enough to show that this Belarusian
opposition should not be supported. This
is a different question to the evaluation of
President Lukashenko: whatever his failings,
the failings of Yanukovych were perhaps
worse, and yet it is all the more clear that
Yanukovych’s oustings were reactionary and
illegitimate, the product of outside interven-
tion. We have the benefit of hindsight with
Ukraine, which we do not with the present
situation in Belarus, but it is simply ridicu-
lous not to learn anything from the relevant
past experience of Ukraine.

*spelling of names edited for consistency with
modem style. @&

The opposition has made it clear that if they take over
government, they plan to implement neoliberal economic
policies such as the mass privatisation of state assets,
deregulation of markets including the labour market, and
closer ties to the EU and US.
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BIDEN’S SPEECH STIRS UP
SENSE OF DEJA VU

Same old lies disguised as new promises,
little more than a wolf in sheep’s clothing

Scott Ritter

One speech, well written and
read well, does not a president
make. At the end of the day, the
Democrats are putting forward
a wolf in sheep’s clothes, who
is peddling the same worn-out
lies disguised as new promises.

Joe Biden delivered his accept-
ance speech as the nominee of
the Democratic Party to face off
against Donald Trump in the 2020
Presidential election with all the
pomp and circumstance that the
COVID-19 pandemic would allow,
speaking to a television audience
from a podium set up on the stage
of an empty theatre.

Gone forever is the adjective
“presumptive”; by accepting the
nomination, Joe is now officially the
leader of his party through the first
week in November and, should he
prevail in that election, for at least
four years, should his health and
advancing years permit.

That last fact was the elephant
in every living room in America that
had tuned in to watch Biden deliver
his speech. Over the course of his
47-year career in politics, Joe Biden
has made more than his fair share
of verbal gaffes. What was once
chalked up to youthful exuberance,
and later a quirky manifestation of
a “direct” style, has recently been
highlighted by his political oppo-
nents as the inevitable decline of
a 77-year-old brain that might be

better off being led off to pasture
than saddled up for one more
charge into the breach. “Would he,
or wouldn’t he” was the question
on everyone’s mind, wondering if
Joe would stumble in his delivery,
ending his presidential bid before
it even started.

He did not.

In fact, Joe Biden did much
better than that, delivering a mas-
terfully written address with the
kind of energy and passion that
should make those watching believe
that he actually meant what he said,
and was capable of following up
his words with deeds. Every sylla-
ble uttered exuded the subliminal
message, “Vote for me.” His loyal
base — the same which secured Hil-
lary Clinton the popular vote in the
2016 election — certainly loved the
presentation, calling it “the speech
of his life.”

But Joe has been alive for a long
time, and American politics have an
elephant-like tendency for remem-
bering the past while considering
the present and contemplating the
future. Biden spent a considerable
amount of time attacking the poli-
cies and character of the man he
is seeking to unseat, going after
President Trump by name and
reputation.

Under normal circumstances,
such a tactic would bode well, given
the reality of Trump’s record as
a Chief Executive and a human
being over the course of the past
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three-plus years. From Trump’s
muted response to the Charlestown
marches of the Ku Klux Klan and
white supremacists, to the Trump
administration’s fumbled actions
regarding the management of
the national COVID-19 response,
Biden’s speech writers were given
a plethora of material to work with,
most if not all of which hit home to
some degree.

If Joe Biden was living in a
political vacuum, he might be
able to throw stones at will when

IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE
ANNOUNCED IN LIBYA

An immediate ceasefire was announced by Lib-
ya’s rival administrations yesterday, with the
United Nations-backed government of national
accord (GNA) calling for elections to be held

in march next year.

In a statement, GNA Prime Minister Fayez al-Sarraj
said that he had “issued instructions to all military
forces to immediately cease fire and all combat opera-

tions in all Libyan territories.”

Aguila Saleh, the Speaker of the Tobruk-based
parliament, which supports the Libyan National Army
(LNA) led by General Khalifa Hiftar, also backed the

ceasefire.

The truce was welcomed by the UN, whose arms
embargo on Libya has been frequently breached.

The GNA has the backing of countries including
Italy and Qatar, while Turkey has flooded the country
with thousands of jihadists to fight on the frontline
against the LNA [Lybian National Army].

Gen Hiftar enjoys the support of Egypt, Russia and

the United Arab Emirates. France denies supporting
the LNA, although French-made weapons have been
found in its former bases.

Libya descended into chaos following the 2011

NATO-backed ousting and murder of long-standing
leader Colonel Muammar Gadaffi.
Two parallel governments emerged: the GNA

in the capital Tripoli and the parliament in Tobruk,
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which controls much of the south and east of Libya.

attacking the record of the current
resident of 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue. But when one resides in a
large glass house forty-seven years
in the making, throwing stones is
not the wisest of strategies. For
every policy that Biden claims he
will improve on, the question must
be asked why had he not acted on
it in his previous life as a senior
senator or as vice president of the
United States?

For every dig he made about
Trump and racism, Biden needs
to escape the shadow of the 1994
Crime Bill he helped write. For
every comment uttered ostensi-
bly in support of the US military,
Biden needs to deal with his vote
in favour of the US-led invasion
and occupation of Iraq.

Biden’s speech was long on
rhetoric, and short on detail, espe-
cially when it came to defining the
specific policies he would undertake
to save America from the scourge
of the Trump presidency. Instead,
anyone watching Biden deliver his
acceptance speech would soon be
struck by a sense of déja vu, watch-
ing a tired old politician deliver the
worn-out lies, the wolf disguised
as a sheep.

Biden opened his speech ref-
erencing an icon of the Ameri-
can civil rights movement and
closed by quoting an Irish poet.
Given that this was “the speech”
of Biden’s “political life”, the

greatest challenge for anyone who
watched this speech is, once the
platitudes have ceased flowing
from the mouths of the partisan
political talking heads on CNN,
MSNBC and elsewhere, is to name
either of the cited individuals, or
to delineate at least five of the
twenty policy initiatives Biden
outlined in his speech.

The fact of the matter is that
all but the most fanatic of Biden
supporters would be challenged
to do so, because the reality is
that, for all the hoopla surround-
ing its flawless delivery and flow-
ery prose, the speech itself was
eminently forgettable — no one
will be plucking quotes from this
address to challenge the gravitas
and meaning of the words carved
on either the Lincoln or Jefferson
memorials.

It was a decent speech, well
delivered. But it’s greatest detri-
ment was that it was Joe Biden
delivering it, a man with a 47-year
political history that cannot simply
be swept under a rug while his
political handlers seek to roll out
a “new and improved” model. At
the end of the day, it is the same
old Joe. And, even though he
did a good job of reading words
written by someone else off of a
teleprompter for a television audi-
ence, that simply may not be good
enough come November.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping on Mon-
day stressed adopting a long-term
perspective, grasping the trend of the
times and extensively pooling wisdom
to study new circumstances and make
new plans.

Xi, also general secretary of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee
and chairman of the Central Military Com-
mission, made the remarks at a symposium
on economic and social work in Beijing.

Building on the achievement of finish-
ing the building of a moderately prosperous
society in all respects and achieving the first
centenary goal, the 14th Five-Year Plan period
(2021-2025) will mark the first five years of
China’s new journey toward fully building a
modern socialist country and march toward
the second centenary goal, Xi said, noting that
China’s development will enter a new stage.

International

X1 STRESSES LONG-TERM
PERSPECTIVE IN ECONOMIC,
SOCIAL PLANNING

The symposium was also attended by
Wang Huning, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee and a member of the
Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee,
and Vice Premier Han Zheng, also a member
of the Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee.

The world is undergoing profound
changes unseen in a century, which are
being accelerated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Xi said.

Xi called for enhancing the awareness of
opportunities and risks and striving to achieve
development that is of higher-quality and
more efficient, fair, sustainable and secure.

He stressed focusing on facilitating
national economic circulation to establish
a new development pattern, which takes
the domestic market as the mainstay and

allows the domestic and foreign markets to
boost each other.

China will see its status continue to rise in
the world economy with closer ties, and the
country will provide more extensive market
opportunities for other countries.

Xi underscored creating new growth
momentum through scientific and techno-
logical innovation, vigorously enhancing the
capability to conduct innovation independ-
ently, and achieving breakthroughs in key
and core technologies as soon as possible.

He urged giving full scope to enter-
prises as the main actors in technological
innovation, and vigorously cultivating and
introducing world-class talent and scientific
research teams.

He also stressed spurring vitality of new
development by deepening reform, and dem-
onstrating more courage and taking more

Guardian

measures to remove deep institutional and
mechanism barriers.

Noting that opening up is a fundamental
national policy, Xi stressed raising the level
of opening up in an all-round way, building
higher-level new institutions of the open
economy, and forming new advantages in
international cooperation and competition.

Xi called for breaking new ground in
social development with the approaches of
collaboration, participation, and common
interests, adding that efforts should be made
to achieve fuller employment and create
better quality jobs.

He also highlighted more efforts to uphold
social fairness and justice.

Innovations in theories and policies
should be highly advanced and sound, Xi said.
People’s Daily &

NCP OF YUGOSLAVIA, SOLIDARITY WITH
INDIAN CONSTRUCTION WORKERS

Statement from the Secretariat of the New Communist Party of Yugoslavia

The New Communist Party of
Yugoslavia (NCPY) completely
supports the strike of workers
from India who are protesting
in front of the municipality
assembly building of Kraljevo
and are demanding that pri-
vate construction enterprise
“Nikoli¢ LLC” pay late wages.

The Indian workers state that
they haven’t received four previ-
ous pays; their last paycheques
were received in February. After
that, wages were no longer payed
out which caused the workers to
stop working during the summer
and demand their late wages

from the owner of the company.
They come from poor families,
so their work abroad is their
only way of making ends meet.
“Nikoli¢ LLC” owes 2.500€ of
late wages to every one of the
fifty-one workers from India.
This isn’t the first time that
the private firm “Nikoli¢ LLC”
hasn’t paid their dues to workers
from India. It also happened at
the beginning of this year when
Indian workers on the construc-
tion of the fast rail between
Belgrade and Budapest and of
Corridor 11 complained that the
employer was late with paying

their wages, was financially pun-
ishing them from alleged offenc-
es even though there are no legal
grounds for such, and of poor
working conditions.

“Nikoli¢ LLC” employed
workers from India via the Amer-
ican company “Idea Capital.” The
owner of “Nikoli¢ LLC”, Nina
Nikolié, is also the director of
that company’s branch in Serbia.

The NCPY asserts that the
Indian workers’ dismal fate is
yet another transparent example
of the perniciousness and the
exploitative nature of so-called
lease work, that is, hiring labour

from agencies and private enter-
prises. These workers don’t have
any protection and the employer
can harass them in many ways
without having to bear any
consequences.

Especially scandalous is the
fact that private firm “Nikolié
LLC”, known for violation of
workers’ rights and not paying
wages, receives the most lucra-
tive business which is financed
by the Serbian state or is realised
through credits for which the
state is the guarantor.

The NCPY demands of
the owner of “Nikoli¢ LLC” to

immediately pay all late wages
to the workers from India. In the
case that the private employer
continues to refuse to pay out
wages, the authorities in Serbia
should, in accordance with the
law, oblige them to do so.

The NCPY also demands that
Labour Inspection most severely
punish “Nikoli¢ LLC” for not
paying out wages and not reg-
istering some workers. As they
have shown to be an unscrupu-
lous and greedy employer, the
state should no longer finance
any business with “Nikoli¢ LLC”.
Solidnet &

GUAIDO TAPS FROZEN VENEZUELAN ASSETS
TO FUND OPPOSITION PLANS

Over $300 million in seized Venezue-
lan public funds will be channelled to
pay National Assembly politicians,
private healthcare workers and mul-
tilateral bodies providing COVID-19
“humanitarian” assistance.

With the move, the US government,
which along with Canada andnumerous EU
countries, has seized up to $24 billion in
Venezuelan government assets since early
2019, is seeking new momentum in its elusive
goal of ousting Venezuela’s democratically
elected President Nicolas Maduro.

Despite openly distancing itself from
opposition lawmaker Juan Guaid6 over

multiple failed coup attempts and embez-
zlement scandals, the Trump administra-
tion, in coordination with the Organization
of American States (OAS), has granted a
special license to begin initiating monthly
payments of $100 to over 65,000 private
health sector workers, as well two years
of back pay to opposition lawmakers, the
Washington Post reports.

The majority of these stolen funds held by
the U.S. Justice and Treasury departments
in special forfeiture accounts, $601 million
has already been diverted to fund Trump’s
border wall with Mexico partially. Remain-
ing funds, belonging to the Venezuelan

government, its Central Bank (BCV) and
PDVSA’s U.S. subsidiary, Citgo, have been
siphoned to fund the Venezuelan opposition,
sent to Guaido’s diplomatic staff worldwide
and, in the case of a BCV Citibank account,
transferred to the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York, denounced as a “vulgar plunder”
to the tune of $342 million.

The Post also reports that the Trump
administration plans to close a sanctions
loophole that allows other countries to ship
fuel to Venezuela, namely Iran, whose recent
shipments have proven crucial given the
impacts of the U.S. blockade and oil sanc-
tions on the Venezuelan economy and people.

With a growing bipartisan realisation
that the Trump administration’s unilateral
coercive measures have failed to achieve their
stated goals of ousting President Maduro,
and have only served to shore up support
in Florida for Trump’s electoral aspira-
tions while causing suffering and hardship
for the Venezuelan people, this move is the
latest in a series of illegal measures looting
massive amount of wealth from poor and
working Venezuelans and handing it over
to Venezuela’s right-wing elite.
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