
AUSMIN: THE ESCALATION 
OF AUS-US AGGRESSION 

AGAINST CHINA
Seamus Carey

Australian Minister for Foreign Aff airs 
Marise Payne and Minister for Defence 
Linda Reynolds visited US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of 
Defense Mark Esper in Washington on 
the 28th July for 30th Australia-Unit-
ed States Ministerial Consultations 
(AUSMIN), and the next day released 
a joint statement.

Much of the mainstream media coverage 
of the event has focused on the details about 
which the Australian side did not give in to 
US pressure – conducting military exercises 
closer to Chinese-held islands in the South 
China Sea, and copying the US’ outrageous 
Cold War-style rhetoric about a righteous 
crusade against “the Chinese Communist 
Party.” The focus on these points of diff er-
ence serves to promote the impression that 
“we make our own decisions,” as Minister 
Payne claimed.

However, this obscures much larger facts 
at play which demonstrate the very opposite. 
The joint statement released shows yet more 
indication that Australia is loyally following 
the US in its war preparations against China. 
The entire document is fi lled with allegations 
about China, reproducing every major slan-
der by the US, including on the matters of 
Hong Kong, Xinjiang and cyber-security. It 
gives signs of a coming expansion of the US 
military presence in Darwin, and expanded 
joint military exercises (including other 
countries such as India and Japan) around 
the Indo-Pacifi c region.

Although the Australian diplomats did not 
agree to reopening a discussion about moving 
military exercises closer to the Chinese-held 
islands, the possibility of continued Austral-
ian participation in joint military exercises in 
the South China Sea remains open. Although 
the Australian diplomats did not imitate the 
language of Pompeo and Esper around “the 
Chinese Communist Party,” they did not 
protest Pompeo’s recent speech in which 
he threatened countries around the world 
to choose between the US and China – in 
his words, “between freedom and tyranny.”

The fact that the US regime is speaking 
of tyranny as it continues to suppress with 
police violence the Black Lives Matter pro-
tests against police violence, and continues 
to exercise its imperialist tyranny over the 
whole world with threats of economic and 
military attack against any country which 
resists them, is a supreme hypocrisy.

The Australian government is in a diffi  cult 
position with regards to China. It is caught 
between political obligation to the US, and 

the overwhelming Australian interest in 
retaining economic ties with China. Payne 
and Reynolds are trying to have their cake 
and eat it too – consent to uphold US policy 
in every meaningful way, but make a couple 
minor points of diff erence in a hypocritical 
and futile attempt to make a gesture (not a 
friendly one, but a gesture) to China. China is 
not fooled, and this cowardly approach only 
serves to cast further shame on our country 
in the international arena.

The government has also committed $270 
billion to military spending over the next ten 
years, which indicates its desire to have time 
to upgrade the military’s capabilities before 
the US war on China breaks out. This is a 
good reason to attempt to discourage the 
US from its most aggressive, deliberately 
provocative actions in the South China Sea, 
for a certain time at least. 

The US has already started a war based 
upon a lie about an incident in the South 
China Sea: the US invasion of Vietnam was 
justifi ed by a claimed incident in the Gulf 
of Tonkin in 1964, which has since been 
defi nitively proven to have been a lie by the 
US government. Since lying to start a war is 
a repeated practice of the US, their provoca-
tive actions in the South China Sea clearly 

serve to give a perpetual pretext for declaring 
war. By indicating that the Australian Navy 
will not take part in some of these actions, 
the Australian government only signals the 
need for more time to prepare the military 
before war breaks out.

The joint statement also refers to “the 
rules-based international order” and por-
trays the US and Australia as fi ghting to 
uphold such an order, while China suppos-
edly violates it. Yet the only rule the US is 
interested in upholding is that they always 
get their way. The Trump administration has 
seen the US pull out of many major interna-
tional, bi- and multilateral agreements and 
organisations, such as the Iran nuclear deal, 
the “Paris Agreement” on climate change, 
United Nations Educational, Scientifi c and 
Cultural Organization  (UNESCO) and the 
World Health Organisation. The Trump 
administration has intensifi ed its unilateral 
blockades against Cuba and Venezuela against 
overwhelming international opposition, 
supported the Israeli regime in its intensi-
fi cation of apartheid-style policies against 
the Palestinian people against equally over-
whelming international opposition, and made 
open threats of war against many countries 
including Venezuela, Iran and the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). This is 
not a regime which cares about upholding 
any rules-based order, only preserving its 
international imperialist hegemony.

China poses a threat to US hegemony 
both practically because it offers other 
countries a way out of economic and politi-
cal dependency on the US – and has the 
military capacity to hold its own against US 
threats – and also ideologically. In Pompeo’s 
recent speech titled “Communist China and 
the Free World’s Future”, Pompeo noted:

“We know too that doing business with a 
CCP-backed company is not the same as doing 
business with, say, a Canadian company. 
They don’t answer to independent boards, 
and many of them are state-sponsored and 
so have no need to pursue profi ts.”

The concept that a country can have an 
economy dominated by state owned enter-
prises, where pursuit of profi ts is not the 
ultimate objective of economic development, 
is here expressed as something obscene and 
horrifying. And the US regime is quite right 
to view it as such, because it negates the 
entire political-economic paradigm they are 
devoted to propagating. 
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JUDICIAL 
DISCRIMINATION: 
POLICE TREATED 

DIFFERENTLY
Two weeks ago, three police offi  cers were fi ned 

but spared a jail sentence for a 2017 incident for the 
assault of a disability pensioner named John when 
they, along with three other offi  cers, attended his 
home in Preston, Victoria. 

Senior constables Brad McLeod, John Edney, 
and Florian Hilgart were found guilty of a com-
bined six charges over their use of force against 
the pensioner.

It was revealed, however, that McLeod had been 
involved in another incident mere months later in 
2018 when Renaud Kobrinsky had called for an 
ambulance for his suicidal friend only to have the 
police show up instead. Kobrinsky was told to “f—k 
off ” and was threatened with arrest when he asked 
why law enforcement and not paramedics had ar-
rived. Nothing as of yet, has been done in regards 
to this incident. 

Regarding the 2017 incident, Magistrate Cathy 
Lamble noted she was “horrifi ed by images of [the 
victim] on the ground with six police offi  cers re-
straining him.” However, despite her own admission 
that they acted completely inappropriately she be-
lieved that the three offi  cers had suff ered enough 
due to the lengthy court proceedings and media 
coverage which resulted in the offi  cers not being 
recorded with a conviction and instead paying fi nes 
of $1,000 (Edney and Hilgart) and $3,500 (McLeod).

According to The Age, in addition to being re-
strained, the disability pensioner “was struck to 
the leg with an extendable baton, punched in the 
stomach, had his head stood on and capsicum spray 
used on him from close range. He then had water 
blasted in his face from a high-pressure hose. […] 
After using the capsicum spray, McLeod asked John: 
‘Did you like that? Did you like that? Smells good, 
doesn’t it?’ ”

This is exactly the kind of behaviour that thou-
sands across the country are protesting against in 
the Black Lives Matter Movement. Two weeks ago, a 
“I Can’t Breath” Black Lives Matter rally was held in 
Sydney. Attendees to the rally were fi ned as much as 
Edney and Hilgrat were despite the rally adhering to 
social distancing laws and installing highly-detailed 
COVID-19 safety plans such as ensuring protesters 
register their details prior to attending (to allow 
for easy contact tracing), handing out masks and 
hand sanitisers.

And if you think NSW courts are just shy on 
handing out convictions – you’re wrong. Late 
last month, Greens staff er Xiaoran Shi was con-
victed and fi ned after spray-painting “No Pride in 
Genocide” on the Captain Cook statue in Sydney’s 
Hyde Park which resulted in a $1,760 fi ne.

The preferential treatment received by cops 
in our “justice” system is no mistake. As the law 
enforcement arm of the state, their interests in pro-
tecting bourgeois democracy run in direct confl ict 
with those of the working-class and its most ma-
ligned elements. And it is because of this confl ict 
that protesters receive heavy-handed punishments 
and the “special bodies” of the state do not, at least 
not without immense pressure from society (as we 
have witnessed with the death of George Floyd by 
offi  cer Darren Wilson).

Justice needs to happen now. It bears constant 
repeating that nobody has been held responsible 
for the over 400 Black deaths in custody since 1991. 
However, we can’t just stop at wanting justice for 
what has happened. Serious changes to law enforce-
ment need to be made. We need to continue the fi ght 
against police brutality in Australia and ensure that 
those who yield the batons and guns are held to 
account and that the powers that law enforcement 
holds are severely curbed so that our rights are not 
arbitrarily infringed when we chose to speak out.
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Dear comrades, 
The Communist Party of Australia extends 

its heartfelt condolences for the lives lost in 
the devastating explosion at the port of Beirut. 

We off er our solidarity to the people of Beirut who 
were already facing a health and economic crisis and 
now have also to deal with this disaster. 

We call on the international community to respond 
by off ering whatever material support is needed for 
the rehabilitation and recovery. 

While investigations reveal the cause of the blast, 
whether there was any foul play or simply a lapse of 
safety regulations, those responsible must be held 
accountable. 

The people shall overcome. 
In solidarity,

Vinnie Molina
Communist Party of Australia, CPA

International Department
6th August 2020

Communist Party of Australia

MESSAGE TO 
THE LEBANESE 

COMMUNIST PARTY

The government’s super early 
withdrawal scheme continues 
to eat away at the retirement 
security of Australian work-
ers – with early withdrawals 
from super now fi fty per cent 
above the expected limit.

Ideological fanatics and Insti-
tute of Public Aff airs (IPA) alumni 
on the government back benches 
have fi nally been allowed to wage an 
all-out assault on a world-leading 
retirement savings system and the 
result will be poverty for millions.

The government has refused 

to rule out allowing a third round 
of withdrawals, paving the way for 
even more fi nancial hardship for 
decades to come.

ACTU Assistant Secretary Scott 
Connolly said, “The legacy of this 
government will be a massive 
shortfall in the retirement savings 
of millions of Australian workers 
and a corresponding increase in 
reliance on the pension – which 
will be campaigned against by the 
same anti-worker fanatics who 
designed this scheme.

“This is a hollowing out of what 

the Prime Minister refers to as “the 
promise of Australia”. It will ensure 
a harder, more insecure retirement 
for untold numbers of people and 
anxiety for their families.

“This government is selling out 
the retirements of working people 
so they can say they’re a little closer 
to surplus.

“The Morrison government 
must rule out another round of 
withdrawals and commit to imple-
menting the increase to the super-
annuation guarantee.” 

Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) statement

$42 BILLION RIPPED FROM 
RETIREMENT SAVINGS IN 

IDEOLOGICAL ATTACK

The Guardian is running a competition: 
How would you spend $270 billion? On 
war preparations and killing machines? We 
would like to know how you would spend 
the money. You can tell us in an article, a 
shopping list, or in graphic form such as a 

cartoon, poster or meme, or you may have a 
better idea. Word limit is 500.
Enter now to win a $50 bookshop voucher or 
six-month subscription to the Guardian!
Good luck!

COMPETITION
New closure date 12th August

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND $270 BILLION?

NAME: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

EMAIL ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
or
POSTAL ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PHONE: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I ……………………………….. , certify that the work submitted to the CPA’s 
How would you spend $270 billion? is my original work.

By submitting an entry I agree to the publication of 
my entry in the Guardian and on CPA’s social media.

SIGNED: …………………………………  DATE ………………………

Entries close at 5 pm on Wednesday 12th August 
but earlier submissions would be appreciated.

Entries should be sent editor@cpa.org.au or mailed to:
How would you spend? 74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills NSW 2010


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While regional Victoria moves 
into Stage Three Restrictions, 
Melbourne is now under Stage 
Four restrictions. 

This includes mandatory 
masks, curfew between 8 pm and 
5 am, increased police fi nes and 
presence, only one person per 
household per day to buy essen-
tials, nobody allowed to leave 5 km 
of their homes, unless for work, 
and across Victoria high school 
students in years ten, eleven, and 
twelve have been transitioned to 
remote learning. 

Workers whose hours are 
during curfew can apply for an 
“after hours permit” to show police 
and ADF members. For the rest of 
us, if we are out past curfew unless 
its for an emergency, essential 
health, care, safety or to escape 
domestic violence.

LACK OF 
HUMAN CAPITAL
Again, we are seeing a typical 

response of a liberal, capitalist gov-
ernment. The bottom line is that the 
only properly funded infrastructure 
the government has access to is 
the police and the defence force. 
After decades of privatisation and 
neo-liberal policies, the rest of our 
infrastructure has been increasingly 
privatised. 

Without a government that 
prioritises the mass line and the 
organisation of the people, then 
communities cannot have autonomy 
and the connections to defend the 
public against the virus.

When compared to socialist 
countries, our government is taking 
anti-people punitive measures. In 
Vietnam, when lockdowns were 
announced communities were 
taken care of with free delivered 
meals and essentials. 

In China, we saw similar with 
volunteers out in the public check-
ing people’s temperature, checking 
entry and exit permits, and asking if 
they need any help with essentials. 

In Cuba, President Díaz-Canel 
said that surviving Western aggres-
sion and the eff ects of COVID-19 
is only possible because of “human 
capital.” 

We have quite a diff erent story 
here where we not only lack this 
“human capital,” but our mutual 
aid networks now fear the police 
might target them with fi nes or 

brutality, as we saw for volunteers 
at the public housing lockdown.

POLICE POWERS
The Victorian government 

have ramped up COVID-19 fi nes. 
People who have been instructed 
to self-isolate, but are not, can 
face up to $5,000 in fi nes or up to 
$20,000 if they consistently refuse 
to cooperate. 

On Sunday, 2nd August, Victo-
rian police issued 170 fi nes in only 
twenty-four hours totally $250,000. 
Where is this money going? Will it 
go straight back into the bloated 
Victorian police budget? Or will the 
Premier announce that it will use 
the money to invest in the severely 
neglected public industry? 

A recent article in The Age also 
pointed out that disadvantaged 
areas make up ten per cent of 
COVID-19 fi nes, whereas advan-
taged areas only make up 1.9 per 
cent of the fi nes. 

Police also have detention 
powers under the declared State 
of Disaster. They are free to detain 
anyone who they believe is not 
obeying COVID-19 orders. This is 
a scary reality for Black, migrant 

and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people who are consist-
ently racially profi led by the police 
and whose minor crimes can turn 
into death sentences in custody. 

Police have been smashing 
through car windows to issue fi nes 
and collect personal details. While 
it’s important that we make sure 
the public is responsible, these 
measures can be dangerous. 

It’s also important to acknowl-
edge the cause of “anti-maskers”, 
the people who are purposely risk-
ing public health. Anti-maskers 
refl ect a deeply liberal culture that 
spawns “personal freedom” fanatics.

PRISONS
In Victoria’s prisons, the cases 

have steadily growing to more 
than twenty. Corrections Victo-
ria have announced that all new 
prisoners are to be tested and put 
under “protective quarantine” for 
fourteen days. Overcrowding in 
Victoria’s prison system creates 
a hot bed for COVID-19 spread. 
About thirty-seven per cent of 
Victoria’s prison population is on 
remand and could be granted bail 
to lesson the risk. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people disproportionately 
make up Victoria’s prison popula-
tion as well and so Aboriginal legal 
services are calling for the govern-
ment to empty prisons of any Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people before another death in 
custody. 

But what has been the govern-
ment’s response? Reopening the 
Christmas Island detention centre 
to “relieve capacity pressure across 
the detention network in Australia.”

AGED CARE
Aged care has been the hardest 

hit spot for COVID-19 outbreaks. 
Over 1,000 COVID-19 cases and 
seventy-seven deaths in Victoria 
are linked to aged care facilities. 
Most of these deaths and cases 
come from one of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese’s facilities, 
St Basil’s Home for the Aged in 
Fawkner. 

Serious reports of St Basil’s 
mistreatment have been published 
in the media such as dehydra-
tion and lack of food or support. 
A friend of the Party told us her 
family’s experience with St Basil’s, 

where she said it took fi ve days 
after a confirmed case before 
residents and staff  were tested, 
with only “close contacts” of the 
staff  member asked to be tested. 

Fourteen days after the fi rst 
case, the private St Basil’s staff  
were evacuated and replaced by 
Aspen Medical contractors acting 
on behalf of the government. She 
told us that the new health team 
has no way of communicating with 
patients because of the language 
barriers and staff  can’t even iden-
tify patients. 

She said: “My grandma was 
admitted to hospital only after 
concerted picketing of the facility 
[from the family] and constant 
media pressure. She was found to 
have severe dehydration, fl uid in her 
lungs and hadn’t been fed in days.”

The outbreaks and mistreat-
ment in aged care is a product of 
the federal government’s increased 
privatisation of healthcare industry. 
Another cause is the complete and 
utter failure of the Royal Commis-
sion into aged care. The pandemic 
has left an already crumbling indus-
try in shambles.

Instead of aged care focusing on 
providing support for our elderly, it 
has become an opportunity for the 
bourgeoisie to turn a profi t. Sydney 
Morning Herald published an arti-
cle recently about the two owners 
of a handful of aged care facilities 
across NSW and Victoria and their 
“lavish lifestyles” of mansions and 
luxury cars. They claim that their 
facilities were prepared for COVID-
19, yet one of the aged care facilities 
they own, Epping Gardens Aged 
Care, has over 130 cases.

It is criminal that aged care 
owners are able to siphon off  profi ts 
at the detriment of the health and 
well-being of others. How can aged 
care workers be prepared when sev-
enty-fi ve per cent of aged care work-
ers surveyed by United Workers’ 
Union don’t have enough staff  to 
provide quality care? The industry 
needs to be wholly publicly owned 
and properly staff ed and trained in 
order to avoid unnecessary deaths 
and neglect. 

Australia

VICTORIA’S COVID-19 CRISIS 
CONTINUES

Melbourne police make arrests at anti-lockdown protest.
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“Not everyone is a Keynesian and think-
ing about income support. It is impor-
tant to go to the supply side. Thatcher, 
Reagan, that’s an inspiration,’’ Treas-
urer Josh Frydenberg told the media 
on 24th July.

The reaction was one of shock horror 
amongst some in the Coalition ranks and 
the media. But it was not necessarily because 
they had an objection to the economic poli-
cies of former US President Ronald Reagan 
and former British PM Margaret Thatcher.

Frydenberg had let the cat out of the 
bag, confi rming the government was going 
to adopt the failed, scorched earth polices 
of the latter years of the 1970s – a return 
to supply-side economics, also referred to 
as “trickle down” economics. Trickle down 
refers to the crumbs that fall to workers and 
the poor, as profi ts gush upwards into the 
pockets of the rich.

At the same time as advocating supply-
side economics Frydenberg, speaking out 
of the other side of his mouth said, “We are 
rejecting austerity.” Really!

After all, Thatcher and Reagan’s supply-
side economics amounted to austerity on 
steroids, causing considerable pain and 
suff ering. The rich got richer and the poor 
got poorer. Their policies are so discredited 
that no politician who wants to be re-elected, 
openly uses their names when implementing 
similar policies. Hence the surprise when 
Frydenberg made his declaration of faith.

The policies were introduced in the 
second half of the 1970s during a period of 
stagfl ation – a stagnant economy alongside 
high infl ation. Prior to that, in the post-World 
War II period, the expansionary policies of 
John Maynard Keynes were adopted in the 
major capitalist countries.

BOOSTING SUPPLY
Governments play a key role in a supply-

side approach to economic crises. Supply-
side economics is based on the theory that 
boosting the ability of the private sector to 
make investments, and supply more goods 
and services, will stimulate economic growth. 
In other words give the business sector and 
rich a helping hand to boost the supply of 
goods and services. The key features of 
supply-side economics include:
• privatisation – provides new sources of 

profi t-making
• corporate tax cuts – frees up more 

profi ts for investment
• tax cuts for the rich – claim this is will 

do more to stimulate economy than 
giving them to people on low incomes

• deregulation – businesses to reduce 
costs by ignoring health and safety 
regulations, and cutting workers’ wages 
and working conditions

• “free markets” – no such thing in reality 
under monopoly capitalism

• attack on trade unions – facilitate 
reduction of wages and working 
conditions

• cuts to social spending and public sector 
– “small government”

• “fi scal discipline” – just another term 
for budget cuts

• apply monetarism – use of interest rates 
to control infl ation and money supply.

The above list may have sound familiar. 
It is. Today it is called “neoliberalism” and 
in Australia before that it was known as 
“economic rationalism.” It is hard to see how 
these policies diff er from those of Thatcher 
and Reagan. Of course diff erent governments 
go harder and faster than others.

The aim of these policies is to stimulate 
production, boost profi ts, to accelerate the 
centralisation and concentration of the wealth 
of monopoly capital. This is done on the backs 
of workers and social security recipients.

It beggars belief that during an economic 
crisis of over production, lack of demand, 
and excess capacity in the economy anyone 
would believe that increasing production 
and economic capacity would solve the 
crisis. Even more, so when they pursue wage 
reductions and cuts to social security and 
the public sector.

Supply-side economics is contractionary. 

It delays recovery. Businesses will not invest, 
unless it is to cut employment (new tech-
nology), go off shore, or there is increased 
demand. The reason governments need to 
stimulate the economy is the lack of demand. 

Surely it is common sense that with less 
money in people’s pockets, demand for goods 
and services would decline, not increase.

Companies only invest when they believe 
they can make good profi ts. Where there is a 
glut on the market, or the rate of profi t is not 
very high, they withdraw and look for another 
avenue of more profi table investment. When 
people are not spending or cannot spend as 
during an economic crisis, then giving com-
panies monetary incentives such as tax cuts 
to invest is a complete waste of time.

ON THE BACKS OF 
WORKERS

Capitalist governments and employers 
always seek to fi nd way out of a crisis at the 
expense of workers. War is another way out, 
when destruction of an economy occurs and 
then is rebuilt. It is no coincidence that US 
President Donald Trump who is in the midst 
of economic, health and political crises is 
beating the war drums against the People’s 
Republic of China.

While the pandemic has played an 
important role in the depth and no doubt 
the expected length of the present economic 
crisis, it none the less has many of the fea-
tures of a classic economic crisis with the 
destruction of capital (businesses closing, 
downsizing, etc) and massive job losses.

PANDEMIC 
STIMULATORY MEASURES

COVID-19 hit, with businesses being 
shutdown and several million people being 
put out of work. The situation was so serious 
that the government was reluctantly forced 
to adopt stimulatory measures akin to those 
of Keynesian economists to prevent a com-
plete collapse of the economy. Big and small 
businesses were pressuring the Treasurer 
for assistance. It was a desperate situation.

It ran against the grain for an arch con-
servative like Frydenberg, but was unavoid-
able. When Frydenberg says, “It is important 
to go to the supply side. Thatcher, Reagan, 

that’s an inspiration,’’ he is referring to his 
plans for the “recovery” phase. It seems 
he is determined to return to his previous 
neoliberal approach as quickly as possible. 
This is evident from the winding down of 
JobKeeper and JobSeeker that has begun. 
The reintroduction of the mutual obligation 
regime for the unemployed is a step back 
to the previous harsh, punitive measures 
infl icted on the unemployed.

Supply-siders to the core, the government 
can’t wait to return to its budget-slashing, 
union-bashing ways.

But the government is misleading the 
public when it describes the recession as 
solely due to the pandemic. By the end 
of 2019, the Australian and other similar 
economies were sliding into recession. The 
government was still claiming to be in the 
black, but all the economic indicators were 
telling another story. Wages were stagnant 
or in decline, consumer spending was stag-
nant and the economic growth had slowed 
considerably. The pandemic has accelerated 
and deepened the economic crisis.

The pandemic provides the government 
with a convenient cover to hide behind, 
without ever admitting to the failure of its 
economic policies.

KEYNESIAN ECONOMICS
Keynesians, unlike supply-side econo-

mists, focus on increasing demand for goods 
and services when dealing with a crisis of 
over-production.

Keynesian economic policy was adopted 
in various forms by the major economies 
during the later years of the Great Depres-
sion and following World War II. 

Keynesian economists believe that gov-
ernments have an important role to play in 
the management of the economy, in particular 
during times of economic crisis. While a fi rm 
believer in capitalism and boosting profi ts, 
facets of Keynes’ macro-economic policies 
are progressive, such as job creation, which 
attracts many on the left who are not com-
munists to him.

He understood the business cycle that 
Karl Marx had analysed with its boom and 
bust phases and recognised the need to 
increase demand during periods of eco-
nomic crisis. He accepted the existence of 
these cycles which are inescapable under 

capitalism and so sought to fl atten their 
extreme highs and lows.

Recessions occur when there is surplus 
capacity in the economy. That is, there is 
insuffi  cient demand for the goods and serv-
ices on the market or what is called a crisis 
of over production occurs. Economists also 
referred to it as a “glut.”

This results in cutbacks to production, 
sacking of workers, even bankruptcies with 
more workers losing their jobs. Companies 
cease to make investments in the machinery 
and services. And so it goes, a downward 
spiral into recession. What can be done? 
Companies may try reducing their prices, but 
there is a limit to that before making a loss.

Keynes is best known for advocating a 
solution based on stimulating the economy 
so that there would be an incentive for com-
panies to invest. He identifi ed two principle 
methods:
• by reducing interest rates which makes 

capital cheaper to borrow and increases 
the chance of investments being 
profi table. It would make borrowing 
cheaper for consumers increasing their 
likelihood of purchasing goods and 
services. (The Reserve Bank of Australia 
is responsible for monetary policy.)

• for the government to play a role by 
spending on infrastructure and other 
schemes.

Keynes also proposed that when the cycle 
was on the way up, tax increases could be 
introduced to curb infl ation and fl atten the 
boom phase. He was not adverse to defi cit 
spending to fund stimulatory measures. In 
the 1970s infl ation was a huge issue, unlike 
today.

While there is a lot more to Keynesian 
economics than this simplifi ed description, 
in essence his approach to economic crises 
was to use interest rates and government 
spending (monetary and fi scal policies) to 
stimulate demand in the economy.

Governments often use a mix of 
approaches. It is not black and white. Fryden-
berg resorted to Keynesianism when he reluc-
tantly introduced JobKeeper, JobSeeker and 
other payments pensioners and concession 
card holders: reality forced his hand. 

Australia

SUPPLY-SIDE ECONOMICS

“Thatcher, Reagan, that’s an inspiration’’ – Treasurer Josh Frydenberg.
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Eileen Whitehead

Perhaps one of the good things to come 
out of this pandemic’s enforced lock-
down is the need to connect online. I 
personally have become addicted to 
the host of webinars that have intro-
duced me to so many people around 
the world and the chance to hear their 
many stories. The latest one organ-
ised by the 350.Org on 29th July, in 
which Torres Strait Islanders let peo-
ple know of the ongoing predicament 
they face daily on their islands now 
that the eff ects of climate change are 
intensifying.

In May, 2019, eight Islanders through 
ClientEarth, lodged a complaint with the 
United Nations Human Rights Committee 
against the Australian government, charging 
them with inaction on the issue of climate 
change. Lawyer, Sophie Majanac, appearing 
in the webinar from London, reiterated that 
climate change is fundamentally a human 
rights issue and that the impacts – predicted 
and currently being experienced – by the 
Torres Strait Islanders, are proving to be 
catastrophic for its people. To date, the Mor-
rison government has failed to take adequate 
action to reduce emissions or pursue proper 
adaptation measures on the islands and, 
as a consequence, has failed fundamental 
human rights obligations to Torres Strait 
Islander people.

Kabay Tamu, a 6th generation Warraber 
man, explained most eloquently the love and 

connection to their land, explaining how 
the loss of land due to erosion by the sea, is 
destroying their culture. Advancing seas are 
threatening homes, damaging burial grounds 
and sacred cultural sites. Many Torres Strait 
Islanders are worried that their islands could 
quite literally disappear in their lifetimes 
without urgent action: severely impacting 
on their ability to practice lore and culture. 
Kabay stressed the importance of the con-
nection with the spirits of the land. With the 
destruction of their sacred sites they face 
a disconnection from those spirits: “it’s as 
though a piece of their body has been lost.” 
The rising seas, combined with tidal surges, 
are causing coastal erosion and inundation 
of agricultural land.

It became clear that this is the fi rst cli-
mate change litigation brought against the 
Australian government which is based on 
human rights and it crossed my mind that 
perhaps it won’t be the last. The complain-
ants allege that Australia has violated article 
27, the right to culture; article 17, the right 
to be free from arbitrary interference with 
privacy, family and home; and article 6, the 
right to life. The litigation is clear – that the 
catastrophic nature of the predicted future 
impacts of climate change on the islands 
(which include the total submergence of 
ancestral homelands) is a suffi  ciently severe 
impact as to constitute a violation of the 
rights to culture, family and life.

The argument is that these rights have 
been violated both by Australia’s extremely 
defi cient greenhouse gas mitigation targets 

and plans, and its failure to fund adequate 
coastal defence and resilience measures on 
the islands – such as seawalls. Islanders have 
asked the Australian government to commit 
at least $20 million for emergency measures 
such as seawalls, and sustained investment 
in long-term adaptation measures to ensure 
the islands can continue to be inhabited.

They also want a commitment to reduce 
emissions by at least sixty-fi ve per cent below 
2005 levels by 2030 going to net zero before 
2050 with a phase-out of thermal coal, both 
for domestic electricity generation and export 
markets, which I’m sure all Australians want 
to see, especially after witnessing our own 
catastrophic fi restorms with the subsequent 
annihilation of three billion animals. Unlike 
the Torres Strait Islanders, we on the main-
land are not usually facing (on a daily basis) 
the destruction of our homes.

The majority of Australians believe global 
warming is a critical threat which has been, 
and is still being, underestimated by scien-
tists and denied by politicians in thrall to 
their fossil fuel lobbyists. The Lowy Institute 
conducted a poll in 2019, which showed for 
the fi rst time that climate has topped the list 
of threats to Australia’s national interests. 

It is hardly surprising that the Australian 
government has taken no action to protect 
the Torres Strait Islanders, who are Aus-
tralian citizens. Already, on the Australian 
mainland, we’re seeing properties teetering 
on cliff  tops being undermined by the rising 
seas. This is not just a Torres Strait Islands 
problem but loss of their islands means losing 

their long-term heritage and culture as well.
The members of the webinar came 

across as happy, gentle people desperate to 
save their way of life. There were no accu-
sations aimed at our government – which 
there should have been. The LNP has no 
policies which come near to meeting the 
Paris Agreement to commit to a 1.5 degree 
world. It has not eff ectively responded to 
the climate emergency for decades and has 
certainly not responded to the catastrophe of 
our own unprecedented summer fi restorms.

They can fi nd $270 billion for our defence 
forces but have done nothing for adaptation 
measures to save the Torres Strait Islands. An 
assessment was made for a sea wall around 
some islands to delay the worst impacts of 
climate change. It has been ignored, so their 
complaint has now gone to the UN Human 
Rights Committee coming through the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. It includes the right to culture, the 
right to be free from arbitrary interference 
and the right to life.

For these people, those islands are their 
life, their religion, their culture. The Island-
ers want two sets of outcomes. 

They want the Australian government 
to take greater action as a “global” citizen 
to decrease the impacts of climate change, 
which means having stronger targets, being 
a much more active citizen and also moving 
away from fossil fuels as quickly as possible. 

They want the Australian government 
to commit to doing everything it can to 
protect these islands from the impact of 
climate change.

350.org are running a campaign to (a) 
collect 20,000 signatures by November 2020 
on a petition calling on Parliamentarians to 
protect Torres Strait Islanders’ right to their 
Island Homes; (b) to amplify the story of the 
eight claimant’s call to action; (c) to establish 
strong Indigenous cross-solidarity between 
peoples most aff ected by the climate crisis; 
and (d) to build the understanding of this 
issue amongst federal politicians across the 
political spectrum. 
To sign the petition: 
ourislandsourhome.com.au/#sign 

“OUR ISLANDS, OUR HOME” 
CAMPAIGN

The rising seas, 
combined with tidal surges, 

are causing coastal erosion and 
inundation of agricultural land.



6  August 10, 2020 GuardianMagazine



Guardian August 10, 2020  7Magazine

Maritime Union of Australia

The detention of a Hong Kong-fl agged 
vessel allowed to cart alumina along 
Australia’s coast amidst accusations 
of abuse and intimidation shows the 
federal government’s fundamentally 
fl awed regulation of coastal shipping 
is leading to the extreme mistreatment 
of vulnerable workers and violation of 
their human rights, says the Maritime 
Union of Australia (MUA).

The bulk carrier Unison Jasper was 
bringing alumina to the Tomago Aluminium 
smelter in central NSW when it was detained 
by authorities in the Port of Newcastle fol-
lowing allegations that crew members were 
abused, intimidated and forced to sign con-
tract extensions which would have kept them 
on board for up to fourteen months, well 
beyond the legal maximum of eleven months.

The Unison Jasper had been operating 
under a temporary license issued by the 
Australian federal government to under-
take coastal shipping between the ports of 
Gladstone and Newcastle.

Massive underpayment of wages was dis-
covered when the vessel docked in Brisbane 
earlier in July, resulting in crew members 
being paid $93,000 (US) they were owed. 
Once the vessel left port, the Burmese sea-
farers were allegedly intimidated by ship 
offi  cers. Another $60,000 (US) in owed 
wages has been uncovered by inspectors 
from the International Transport Workers’ 
Federation (ITF) in Newcastle.

The MUA and ITF are working with 
agencies, including the NSW Police, 
Border Force, the Australian Maritime 
Safety Authority (AMSA) and the Port Of 
Newcastle, to have the workers paid the 
wages they are owed and have them safely 
repatriated to their home country. The MUA 
believes that the captain is in no condition 
to sail the ship after himself being at sea 
for fourteen months, and that the entire 
crew should be replaced.

MUA National Secretary Paddy Crumlin 
said “What we’ve seen on this vessel – with 
seafarers intimidated, robbed of their wages, 
and forced to remain on board for up to 
fourteen months – is an extreme form of 
exploitation that has no place in Australian 
waters, but risks becoming more common 

as our authorities fail to properly regulate 
amidst a global crew change crisis.

“Quite frankly, the Australian Govern-
ment allowed things to get this bad on the 
Unison Jasper. They were clearly uncon-
cerned with the seafarers’ conditions on 
board when they freely issued a temporary 
licence to this ship just last month. This is a 
ship with crew who have worked for thirteen 
months already – already beyond the limit. 
This is a vessel that has already had com-
plaints lodged to AMSA for serious breaches 
of seafarers’ rights. Why did they grant it a 
licence? All the warning signs were there.

“This route was previously serviced by 
Australian vessels, crewed by local Austral-
ian seafarers, and paid Australian wages and 
conditions, but the last remaining Austral-
ian vessel on this run, the CSL Melbourne, 
was removed from service in 2016. These 
Australian ships have been replaced by for-
eign Flag of Convenience vessels, operating 
under temporary licenses from the federal 
government, and crewed by exploited for-
eign workers.”

Paddy Crumlin said exploitation and 
abuse on ships often occurs in supply chains 
when those who are supposed to be respon-
sible turn a blind eye.

“The owners of Tomago Aluminium – 
which includes Rio Tinto and CSL – must take 
action to address this extreme exploitation 
in their supply chain. We have the largest 
aluminium smelter in Australia, owned by 
some of the largest companies operating in 
the country, allowing abuse and exploitation 
to occur under their noses,” he said.

“The mistreatment of these Burmese 
seafarers is not only illegal under Australian 
law, it is a clear breach of the international 
Maritime Labour Convention. The compa-
nies which are profi ting from exploitation in 
our waters, and indeed anywhere, should be 
held to account.

“In my view, the continued issuing of 
licenses to Flag of Convenience vessels such 
as the Unison Jasper, crewed by exploited 
seafarers, makes our federal government 
complicit in the inevitable abuse that tran-
spires. It’s built into the system.”

Crumlin said the discovery that the crew 
had been on board for up to fourteen months, 
far in excess of the Maritime Labour Con-
vention maximum of eleven months, was 
proof that the federal government was also 
asleep at the wheel when it came to regu-
lating Australian shipping and upholding 
seafarers’ human rights.

“Seven of the crew members on board 
the Unison Jasper have been on board for 
fourteen months with no way to get home, 
with the remaining four ratings on board too 
frightened to re-join the ship. Outrageously 
the company is now refusing to handover 
the seafarers’ passports and is now dictat-
ing terms to the Australian authorities. You 
have to wonder how we got here.

“Australia needs to sharpen its response 
to the unfolding crew change crisis that is 
leading to more cases like these. International 
seafarers need to be able to leave and join 
ships at Australian ports. We cannot tolerate 
fl oating prisons in our waters,” said Paddy 
Crumlin. 

NEWCASTLE: BULK CARRIER 
DETAINED AFTER SEAFARERS 

INTIMIDATED, UNDERPAID AND 
FORCED TO SAIL FOR 14 MONTHS

PANDEMIC RELIEF PAYMENT 
DOESN’T GO FAR ENOUGH

Australian Council of Trade Unions

The “Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment” is 
a step forward but will not fi x the hole in our 
COVID-19 defences.

The $1,500 a fortnight is the minimum wage when 
the average wage is double this amount. This means 
that nearly every full-time worker will still suff er a 
fi nancial penalty for isolating. Only full wage replace-
ment, like sick leave, can fi x this.

Leaving workers to call 1800 numbers and navi-
gate another system also puts unnecessary barriers 
in the way.

Sally McManus ACTU Secretary said, “Any money 
for workers who are saving lives and saving jobs by 
staying home and doing the right thing is welcome, 
but this payment does not address the full scale of the 
problems which fully funded Paid Pandemic Leave 
would address.

“We need a new, temporary, paid leave entitle-
ment so that working people will not lose wages or 
risk their job to isolate or get tested when they need to.

“This payment will mean that nearly all full-time 
workers who are forced to rely on it will take a pay 
cut while they isolate. This will mean that a fi nancial 
penalty still remains, this just weakens our COVID-
19 defences.

“The system of calling 1800 numbers, instead of 
being paid as normal is yet another barrier.

“We need to do better. We need to do everything 
we reasonably can. The Morrison Government cannot 
stop at this half-measure. We need federally funded 
Paid Pandemic Leave for all workers who need to get 
tested and isolate. That’s how we ensure that this pan-
demic ends as quickly as possible with as few people 
infected as possible.” 
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Hello Comrades! This week marks our fi rst week of Communist 
Australian History and Theory on peace. This week, during WW2, 
victory in the Pacifi c was won. Many lives were lost in the fi ght 
against fascism. Here, for your viewing is the Communist Party’s  
memorial for those lost.

In our theory section, our writer explains how the rapid growth of 
socialism in all its respects (economic, social, etc.) in the USSR 
have created conditions of peace and solidarity.

This article originally appeared in 
Tribune November, 1949.

Thirty-two years isn’t long for a 
new social order to show what 
it can do, but it has been long 
enough for the Soviet Union 
to demonstrate that she has 
all the answers which work-
ers in capitalist countries are 
seeking.

Not all the time has been 
available to the builders of the 
new Socialist order to demon-
strate its potentialities in peaceful 
construction.

Only in the past four if its 
thirty-two years of existence has 
the world’s fi rst Socialist State been 
free from war itself and from the 
imminent threat of war.

And yet it has been able to 
demonstrate that Socialism will 
free humanity from the affl  ictions 
that workers have never avoided 
under capitalism.

SPLENDID FUTURE
It can lead humanity forward to 

a richer and more splendid future 
than the capitalist world dares to 
dream of.

Figures published by the Soviet 
Central Statistical Board reveal once 
again what the capitalist press of 
all lands is desperately anxious to 
conceal – the rapid rate of growth 
in Soviet industry from month to 
month, from quarter to quarter.

As a Soviet writer puts it:
“The annual volume of indus-

trial production in the USSR is 
expressed in hundreds of billions 
of rubles and a very additional per 
cent stands for thousands of tons 
of coal, tens of millions of metres 
of fabrics, hundreds of complicated 
machine tools.

“An increase of one per cent 
requires tremendous eff ort.

“All the more remarkable, then, 
is the fact that in nine months of 
1949, industrial output rose by 
twenty per cent, as compared with 
the corresponding period of 1948.

“This is not a chance phenom-
enon. Statistical data for all the 
post-war years shows that the 
annual pace of growth was never 
below eighteen per cent.

“Such a pace has no parallel 
in the history of industrial devel-
opment in the capitalist world. 
It is only possible in the Land of 
Socialism, where private ownership 
of the means of production does 
not exist and national economy is 
developed on the basis of a unifi ed 
socialist plan.”

Socialism has beaten Capital-
ism at its own game. All that has 
induced most people in the past 
100 years to accept capitalism was 
that it developed production at a 
hitherto unprecedented pace.

Now the Soviet system has 
shown that even the marvels of 
capitalist production at its fastest 
can be surpassed by Socialism.

STAGGERING 
OUTPUT

The fi gures show that Soviet 
industry is growing at the rate of 
twenty-fi ve per cent a year. Every 
four years the total output is being 
doubled. Not even boom-time 
America, with the Fords, Carnegies, 
and Rockefellers in their villainous 
heyday, could show such results.

But that isn’t all. As the Soviet 
writer says, Soviet expansion has 
been steady, without pauses or 
breaks, and certainly without catas-
trophes. It will continue that way.

Amazing at any period, Soviet 
post-war production gains added 
signifi cance from the chaos of the 
surrounding capitalist world.

Socialist economy rears its 
mighty structure next door to the 
graveyard of Marshallised Europe.

War-devastated Russia had 
already surpassed by twenty-six 
per cent the pre-war production 
fi gures by September, 1948. Not 
one Western European country 
had yet recovered its pre-war level. 
American threats have devalued 
the pound sterling, striking at the 
fi nancial foundations of half the 
capitalist world.

GLOOM IN USA
Unemployment has doubled 

in Western Europe in the fi rst six 
months of 1949 – the triumph of 
Socialist economy is striking home 
with increasing force on 3,000,000 
unemployed Italians, nearly 
500,000 Britons, 1,500,000 west-
ern Germans, hundreds of thou-
sands of Belgians and Frenchmen.

America has done this to her 
satellites without solving her own 
problem. The Journal of Commerce 
admits that industrial output in 
USA dropped by at least twenty-
three per cent in the past twelve 
months.

The American outlook as 
summed up by the London Daily 
Mail’s New York correspondent:

“There’s gloomy talk of 
10,000,000 unemployed by 
Christmas; of the worst economic 
paralysis since the great depression. 

Rainbow Land is grey with anxiety 
and American output will drop this 
month to the lowest level for the last 
three and a half years [...]”

The workers’ job under Social-
ism isn’t merely secure; it is increas-
ingly pleasant. Soviet advances in 
the quality of industrial technique 
have been as impressive as qualita-
tive output.

Picks and shovels have given 
way to machinery; good machin-
ery to better. And now the era of 
“automatisation” – the use of self-
regulating machinery which can 
perform a large variety of intricate 
operations without human interven-
tion signalises man’s mastery or 
what, under capitalism, is his enemy 
and taskmaster – the machine.

A “living appendage of machine” 
– nobody has ever bettered Marx’s 
description of the degraded position 
of the worker under capitalism. But, 
under Soviet Socialism, machinery 
is the friend and servant of man.

In a famous speech Stalin point-
ed out that alone among revolu-
tions the Soviet revolution not only 
smashed the fetters of capitalism 
and brought the people freedom 
“but also succeeded in creating the 
material conditions of a prosperous 
life for the people. Therein lies the 
strength and invincibility of our 
Revolution.”

If the Revolution was invincible 
then (1935) what is it today when 
the people are not only assured of 
necessities but of what most capi-
talist workers have to call luxuries? 

(In the third quarter of 1949, 
eighteen per cent more consumers’ 
goods were sold than in the cor-
responding quarter of 1948. The 
people were able to buy ten per 
cent more radio sets, fi fty-seven 
per cent more gramophones, 100 
per cent more watches).

PAY UP, PRICES 
DOWN

They buy the goods because 
they have the money and because 
prices are low. Real wages dou-
bled in 1948 alone – the result 
of steadily increasing wage-rises, 
and several successive all-round 
price-reductions of thirty per cent 
or more.

Capitalist builders have reached 
the point where they openly admit 
they can’t build houses for the 
workers because workers can’t pay 
“economic” rents.

They have resigned this sphere 
to capitalist governments whose 
“housing programs” are bitter 

farces to broken families and young 
married couples living in frustrated 
separation.

To them the message of this 
Soviet anniversary is that the land 
which has abolished capitalism was 
able to produce 1,600,000 dwell-
ings (at the rate of one a minute) 
between 1946 and 1948 and the 
rate is still increasing. Variety and 
elegance of the new homes doesn’t 
suff er, but even improves, with the 
increasing output. Rents are not 
more than fi ve per cent of incomes. 

There are two hundred million 
Russians who would be only too 
pleased to answer the heart-broken 
plea of NSW Health Minister Kelly 
for someone to tell him how he can 
build some more hospitals.

Kelly might not care for the 
solution but twenty years after 
the overthrow of capitalism (and 
capitalist politicians) in Russia 

there were nearly seven times as 
many doctors as before, with cor-
responding increases in hospital 
accommodation.

Soviet workers didn’t have to 
battle with a capitalist High Court 
to get free medicine. That has been 
theirs since the Revolution, together 
with completely free health and 
dental services and other conces-
sions which add at least thirty-eight 
per cent to the money value of the 
average income. 

Socialism, said Engels, is man-
kind’s leap forward from the realm 
of necessity into the realm of free-
dom. Seeing the use the Russians 
have made of their freedom it isn’t 
surprising that the workers of the 
whole of the rest of the world, with 
China and the People’s Democra-
cies in the vanguard, are eagerly 
preparing for the same historic 
advance. 

SOVIET HISTORY SHOWS 
SOCIALISM IS THE ONLY PATH 

TO PEACE, PROGRESS
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AUSTRALIA hails Victory in the Pacifi c the more 
proudly because her own fi ghting men began this 
triumphant march on Tokyo when they hurled the 
Japanese back over the Owen Stanleys.

With the Americans, British and Chinese, with 
the Russians who have just shattered Japan’s 
mightiest armies in Manchuria, with the Indians, 
Indonesians and Asia's guerilla millions, we have 
won Victory – Victory that carries the promise and 
obligation to build a world free from war, want and 
oppression.

Soon the survivors of our martyred Eighth 
Division, who held the Japanese for precious days 
on the Muar River, the conquerors of New Guinea, 
Rabaul, Bougainville, Tarakan and Borneo, will be 
back among us.

To them, and to their democratic allies, we 
dedicate this VP Souvenir, and repeat the 
Australian Communist Party’s pledge to unite with 
all other progressive Australians to win a land 
really fi t for heroes – a land which offers better 
jobs and opportunity, better homes, wages, culture 
and recreation, and lasting peace and security.

AUSTRALIA HAILS VICTORY
This article originally appeared in Tribune August, 1945.
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Stay safe and stay home 
Dear Editor,
My heart goes out to those who have 
tragically lost loved ones to this terri-
ble virus. My heartfelt thoughts and 
sympathy are with them.

More than ever Melbourne, we’ve got to 
come together and stay strong and united. 
The city and community we share and love 
needs us to be kind and patient and look 
after each other.

We should also show our utmost respect, 
appreciation and support to those brave 
healthcare and emergency workers, social 
workers, community helpers, police, army 
and others who are tirelessly helping other 
people through this horrid virus crisis.

So take care of your families, friends and 
neighbours and others you don’t know and 
check on them. Stay safe and stay home as 
much as possible. This way you, your loved 
ones and others will be better protected. 
Never give up hope and slowly, we will pre-
vail and recover.

Kindness, support, cooperation and com-
passion for each other will get us through. Our 
mutual welfare all depends on each and all 

of us and what we do, our collective common 
sense. So, do the right thing and follow the 
proper health advice. Otherwise everyone 
is at risk, especially the most vulnerable.

In these worst of times, please be con-
siderate and understanding of other people, 
keep calm and connected. Melbourne, we 
are in this together, so persevere and endure 
and just hold on, in time the tide will turn.

Steven Katsineris
Hurstbridge, Vic 

Deaths in Custody
Dear Editor,
I am writing to thank you for your 
editorial “Deaths in Custody” (July 
20) and for an article in a previous 
issue which detailed the recommen-
dations of the Black Lives in Custody 
Royal Commission and other inquiries 

mostly not acted on. 
Since the Black Lives Matter protests in 

the United States were sparked by outrage at 
the murder of George Floyd, politicians and 
commentators have made strenuous eff orts 
to divert public attention from the actual 
causes to more comfortable symbolic issues. 

The high rates of incarceration and death 
in custody in this country were crowded 
out, as issues, by energetic discussion of 
the value of memorial statues and episodes 
of old sitcoms. 

The Guardian’s detailed journalism on 
the issue brings our attention back to what 
really matters; systematic injustice against 
black/indigenous people. I’m always a loyal 
reader, but when I read those pieces, I was a 
proud one. Keep up the good work, everyone 
who produces the Guardian. 

Floyd Kermode 
Preston Victoria

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Leading delivery platform DoorDash and 
the Transport Workers’ Union have signed 
a landmark agreement on COVID-19 pro-
tections for DoorDash delivery riders and 
drivers in Australia, including fi nancial 
assistance for those who have tested positive 
for the virus, those who have been instruct-
ed to self-isolate, and for those who are at 
high risk if they contract the virus.

The partnership aims to further DoorDash 
and TWU’s commitment to supporting delivery 
workers during the pandemic to ensure a safe and 
healthy environment.

The agreement will see DoorDash continue to 
provide masks, hand sanitiser, and gloves, while 
defaulting all deliveries to “no contact” and enabling 
riders and drivers to initiate no-contact deliver-
ies, in a joint eff ort to enforce social-distancing 
guidelines.

Both organisations are calling on the rest of 
the food delivery industry to implement protec-
tions and help ensure the highest safety for both 
consumers and workers.

An ongoing dialogue between DoorDash and the 
TWU will focus on a broad range of issues aff ecting 
DoorDash riders and drivers, including insurance 
to cover riders and drivers injured on the job.

TWU National Secretary Michael Kaine said the 
joint stance was an important fi rst step in giving 
workers in the gig economy the protections and 
benefi ts they need.

“Food delivery workers are essential frontline 
workers who allow businesses to stay open and 
people to eat safely while under lock-down. These 
workers need protections to keep them safe and 
they need to be paid when they can’t work due to 
COVID-19. In too many cases these protections 
are absent. We are pleased that DoorDash is at 
the forefront of changing the status quo and is 
working with us to stand with workers on virus 
protections,” he said.

“Through this joint agreement we want other 
companies to come on board to protect workers 
and we want state and federal governments to back 
the process. We believe that collaborating with 
DoorDash is an important step towards giving gig 
economy workers the rights and protections they 
deserve,” Kaine added.

DoorDash CEO Tony Xu said the company 
remained committed to supporting riders, drivers 
and customers during the pandemic.

“The work that Dashers do every day to deliver 
meals to families in need is nothing short of extraor-
dinary, and we’re proud to be part of this ground 
breaking agreement with the TWU. It’s incumbent 
upon us to support Dashers as they work to serve 
others, and we will continue to help protect these 
frontline workers while we remain committed to 
providing economic opportunities in the safest 
way possible. We hope this meaningful agreement 
encourages other companies to take similar steps 
forward to protect workers and prioritise the well-
being of our communities,” he said.

“We look forward to the ongoing dialogue with 
the TWU on other important matters and explor-
ing new opportunities to collaborate and further 
support riders and drivers. Providing a valuable 
service to Dashers and customers, and helping 
to ensure that the communities we serve remain 
safe and supported, is critically important to us,” 
Xu added.

Igor Perino, a Sydney based DoorDash rider 
and member of the TWU’s Delivery Riders Alli-
ance, said it was important for delivery workers 
to have protections.

“We are out every day and night working hard 
to deliver meals to people and we know there are 
serious risks. There simply isn’t enough protections 
for riders and they mostly have to source their own 
masks, gloves and sanitiser on low salaries. The 
agreement between Doordash and the TWU will 
help change this and I would urge the rest of the 
food delivery industry to follow this lead,” he said.

The TWU has previously signed agreements with 
Coles on safety and standards in the gig economy, 
for all transport workers and in the retail supply 
chain. The TWU also signed a charter with Wool-
worths on road transport supply chain standards.

A Victorian government inquiry into the gig 
economy earlier this month published a report 
highlighting the need for change in the sector. 
The TWU welcomed the report and its call for the 
federal government to regulate the sector.
To fi nd more on DoorDash, visit 
www.doordash.com 

Both organisations are calling on the rest of the 
food delivery industry to implement protections 

and help ensure the highest safety for both 
consumers and workers.

Transport Workers’ Union (TWU) Statement

DOORDASH AND TWU SIGN 
AGREEMENT ON VIRUS PROTECTIONS 

FOR DELIVERY WORKERS
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A new US$1 trillion COVID-19 response 
package by Senate Republicans is sup-
posed to give the government more 
weapons to battle the surging coro-
navirus pandemic. But GOP lawmak-
ers have more than just the “invisible 
enemy” in mind.

The Republican measure includes bil-
lions for F-35 fi ghters, Apache helicopters 
and infantry carriers sought by Washing-
ton’s powerful defence lobby. Overall, the 
proposal stuff s US$8 billion into Pentagon 
weapons systems built by defence contractors 
like Boeing, Lockheed Martin and General 
Dynamics – corporate titans that sit atop the 
Washington infl uence industry.

The bill, drafted by Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chair Richard Shelby, R-Ala., 
would deposit US$2.2 billion in Pentagon 
shipbuilding accounts, boost missile defence 
systems in California and Alaska and deliver 
about US$1.4 billion for C-130 transport 
planes and F-35 fi ghters manufactured by 
Lockheed Martin Corp. Some of the F-35s 
could be delivered to an Air National Guard 
unit in Montgomery, Alabama.

In several cases, Shelby proposes restor-
ing cuts imposed by the administration that 
diverted almost US$4 billion to help pay for 
construction of President Donald Trump’s 
border wall. The Pentagon won signifi cant 
defence increases last year with passage of 
a budget agreement that erased automatic 
spending cuts known as sequestration.

The US$8 billion weapons procurement 
package is part of a US$29.4 billion defence 
portion of the GOP’s US$1 trillion coronavirus 
response measure, a White House-backed 
package released Monday 10th June. Provid-
ing that money now would help build head-
room into the annual defence funding bill 
that Congress plans to write later this year.

The outlook for Shelby’s proposed defence 
projects could be dim. Democrats slammed 
the add-ons, and Senate Republican leader 

Mitch McConnell of Kentucky said Tuesday 
that the fi nal package should not stray from 
the coronavirus response.

The weapons bazaar galled Democrats 
whose votes will be required to pass the bill 
amid widespread divisions inside the Senate 
GOP conference on the measure. They are 
pressing items such as food aid and funding 
for mail-in voting.

“We are not going to be supporting any-
thing that does not acknowledge the incred-
ible hardship people are facing on food,” said 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich.

“Did you see the states it goes to? Maine, 
Arizona, Kentucky – we have a list,” said 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., naming states where Republicans 
are defending seats in the fall election.

The administration never offi  cially asked 
for the defence funding. It instead delivered 
informal requests to the powerful lawmakers 

like Shelby who sit atop the defence fund-
ing panel, aides say. Even those informal 
requests left out the US$8 billion for items 
like planes, ships and missile defence systems, 
though the White House grew to embrace 
some of the items.

The weapons package grew to include 
US$1.1 billion to build Boeing Poseidon sur-
veillance jets, manufactured in Washington 
and Kansas, with US$283 million more for 
the company’s Army Apache helicopters, 
which are made in Mesa, Arizona.

Endangered GOP Sen. Martha McSally 
of Arizona has been pressing a US$650 
million project to replace the wings of A-10 
Thunderbolt ground support aircraft, many 
of which are based at Davis-Monthan Air 
Force Base in Tucson. There’s US$49 mil-
lion for Navy sonobuoys, listening devices 
that can detect submarines that are likely to 
be manufactured in Florida, according to an 
analysis by Democratic staff  aides requir-
ing anonymity to share internal working 
documents.

“The defence industrial base – a lot of 
it’s been eroded right now. A lot of people 
are off  from work,” Shelby said. “We’ve 
got a lot of suppliers involved in there.” A 
Shelby spokesperson added that the coun-
try’s defence industrial base is “essential 
to our economy and to the defence of our 
nation” and said the bill would support mil-
lions of jobs.

But further justifi cation for the huge 
weapons procurement package – drawn in 
part from a Pentagon “unfunded priorities” 
wish list of items excluded from the offi  cial 
US$740 billion or so defence budget – has 
been lacking. The measure doesn’t say in 
many cases whether the money is going to 

buy additional aircraft and other weapons 
or provide additional money for existing 
contracts.

The Shelby measure would restore 
defence dollars that were diverted for border 
wall work, such as US$260 million for a 
high-speed Navy transport ship to be built by 
Austal Ltd. in Mobile, Alabama. The Austal 
shipyard is also the most likely contractor 
for “four expeditionary medical ships.”

Anniston, Alabama, is also a benefi ciary, 
along with Lima, Ohio, of US$375 million 
for Stryker Army combat vehicle upgrades. 
Shipyards in Mississippi and Maine would 
benefi t from US$250 million for shipbuild-
ing industrial bases.

“They turned the appropriations portion 
of the bill into a spending spree on weapons 
systems and a new federal building designed 
to block competition to the president’s hotel,” 
said House Appropriations Committee Chair 
Nita Lowey, D-N.Y. “It’s clear to me that 
amphibious ships don’t feed hungry children.”

The package includes US$1.8 billion to 
rebuild the FBI’s headquarters in downtown 
Washington. The building is near the Trump 
International Hotel, and if the FBI moves 
the lot, it could be used to construct another 
hotel that would compete with Trump’s. 
McConnell is moving to kill the idea after 
it attracted widespread media scrutiny and 
came under attack as unrelated to COVID-19.

Shelby is among the last of a brazen 
breed of veteran Senate appropriators who 
try to push the envelope to deliver for their 
states. He also appears to be more independ-
ent than his predecessor, the late Sen. Thad 
Cochran, R-Miss.
People’s World 
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US President Donald Trump has defended his deci-
sion to pull out almost 12,000 troops from Germany 
by invoking its gas imports from Russia. Washing-
ton has recently ramped up its eff orts to block the 
deliveries.

“Germany pays Russia billions of dollars a year for 
Energy, and we are supposed to protect Germany from 
Russia. What’s that all about?” Trump tweeted, shortly after 
Defence Secretary Mark Esper said the US would move out 
some 11,900 US soldiers from Germany, as opposed to the 
initial plan to withdraw some 9,500 personnel.

Trump has also cited the long-running row over NATO 
contributions, accusing Germany of failing to fork out its 
fair share of the costs for the military alliance.

“Also, Germany is very delinquent in their two per cent 
fee to NATO. We are therefore moving some troops out of 
Germany!” Trump added, referring to the alliance’s mini-
mum spending requirement for member states.

In a statement on Wednesday, Esper announced that 
around 6,400 US troops would return to home soil from 
Germany, while another 5,600 would be redeployed to 
other European countries, namely Italy and Belgium. While 
that leaves a 24,000-strong US contingent in Germany, 
opponents of the drawdown have fumed over the proposal, 
blasting Trump for “fracturing a seventy-fi ve year alliance 
for no reason.”

The plan did not sit well with the host country as well, 
with Berlin arguing the withdrawal would deal a blow to 
NATO’s role in Europe. Contrary to Trump’s claim that the 
planned pullout would“strengthen” the alliance, enhanc-
ing its “deterrence of Russia,” German politicians see it as 
a move that will only drive a wedge deeper between Berlin 
and Washington.

“Unfortunately, this puts a burden on the German-
American relationship,” said Markus Soeder, the Bavarian 

Prime Minister and the leader of a party closed allied to 
Merkel – the Christian Social Union.

The US and Germany have been increasingly at odds 
due to Washington’s attempts to arm-twist Berlin into 
abandoning the Nord Stream 2 pipeline initiative. The con-
struction of the energy route was halted last year after the 
US threatened vessels involved in the project with biting 
sanctions. Earlier this month, the US stepped up its pres-
sure campaign, saying it would impose sanctions on anyone 
investing or working on the construction or maintenance 
of the pipeline in the future.

Germany has so far defi ed American eff orts to bully it 

into ditching the project, accusing Washington of encroach-
ing on Berlin’s sovereign right to choose its preferred source 
of energy.

A recent analysis by energy consultancy fi rm Wood Mac-
kenzie suggested that European consumers would see gas 
prices plummet by up to twenty-fi ve percent after Russia 
starts pumping the blue fuel though the 1,200 km underwater 
route. The completion of the Russian pipeline, however, is 
projected to cost suppliers of US own liquefi ed natural gas 
(LNG) a dime, with the fi rm saying that“lost revenues for 
upstream US gas producers could be signifi cant.”
RT – Russia today 
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TRUMP SAYS US WON’T PROTECT 
GERMANY AS IT “PAYS RUSSIA 

BILLIONS FOR ENERGY”

Seventy organisations are part of the 
group that call for a Nobel Peace Prize 
for Cuban doctors.

In Greece, over 27,000 people requested 
that the Nobel Peace Prize be awarded to 
the Cuban medical brigade that has helped 
combat COVID-19 around the world.

The initiative kicked off  on March 28 and 
promotes the nomination of the Henry Reeve 
Medical Brigade for the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize.

It also seeks to “educate people about how 
a small, poor country has demonstrated to 
a world reeling from COVID-19 what global 
solidarity looks like,” the Greek Team for 
the Nobel Prize for Cuban Doctors 2021s 
administrator Velisarios Kossivakis aid.

Among the people supporting the cam-
paign in Greece, there is a signifi cant group 
of young people, with about 1,350 students.

Kossivakis assured that initiative is 

promoted members of the gourps Cuban-
Greek Friendship and Solidarity Associations 
in Athens, as well as the Jose Marti Cultural 
Association.

“Our initiative grows and gets stronger 
every day, its members are from all parts of 
Greece and from all strata of our society,” 
said Kossivakis. 

The Henry Reeve Medical Brigade, cre-
ated in 2005 by Cuban Revolutionary leader 

Fidel Castro, has been on the front lines 
providing disaster relief around the world. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, it has 
sent over 1,450 Cuban medical personnel 
to fi ght COVID-19 in twenty-two countries, 
including Italy, Mexico, Barbados, Jamaica, 
Nicaragua.
teleSUR 

Marking a serious develop-
ment in the country’s current 
economic and social instabil-
ity, fi xed-term project work-
ers in the massive oil fi elds, 
petrochemical companies and 
gas fi elds in Khuzestan and oil 
fi elds of southern Iran went 
on strike on Saturday and 

prepared to return to the towns 
and cities where their fami-
lies live until their demands 
are met.

Safety at work and deplorable 
working conditions for project 
workers are well documented: Ebra-
him Arabzadeh, a contract worker 
at the Mahshahr Petrochemical 

complex, died as a result of heat 
exhaustion last week amid high 
temperatures, reaching 60°C in 
places. 

Workers’ ongoing complaints 
include dire conditions of poverty, 
deprivation, unpaid wages and wage 
arrears, poor housing and manage-
ment’s disregard of demands.

The strike has hit a number of 
refi neries, petrochemical complexes 
and also the massive Assaluyeh gas 
fi elds in the Persian Gulf. 

In a statement the communist 
Tudeh Party of Iran said: “All pro-
gressive and freedom-loving forces 
of the country should use all their 
power to defend and support the 

growing struggle of workers across 
the country, linking them to the 
widespread social protests against 
the regime’s unpopular policies, 
the severe economic crisis and the 
escalation of poverty and depriva-
tion of large sections of people of 
our homeland.”
Morning Star 

NOBEL PRIZE CAMPAIGN FOR 
CUBAN DOCTORS EXPANDS IN GREECE

THOUSANDS OF IRANIAN OIL WORKERS 
STRIKE OVER PAY

Workers 
prepare pipes with 
concrete cover for 

the Nord Stream 
pipeline at a factory 

in Mukran on the 
Baltic island of 

Ruegen.


