G

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA

PUT PEOPLE FIRST
NO WAGE CUTS
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The government has extended Job-
Keeper until the end of March 2021
and JobSeeker until the end of the
year. However, it is phasing in a staged
reduction in those payments that will
impoverish workers and have a con-
tractionary impact on the economy.

The government faced a critical cross-
roads in its economic response to the fall-
out from COVID-19. To cut off the payments
would have plunged the economy into deeper
and prolonged recession and driven millions
more Australians into long-term unemploy-
ment and poverty.

The JobKeeper and JobSeeker payments
and other assistance programs had the aim of
stimulating the economy and so keep some
but not all businesses up and running on
a profitable basis. Without the payments,
there is no doubt that the economy would
have taken a far sharper nosedive. If they
were not continued past September the
outcome would have been disastrous for
working people and the economy.

To maintain them as they were would
have increased the budget deficit. There is
nothing wrong with increasing the deficit.
Interest rates are close to zero and unlike
people, governments are under no pressure
to pay off debts that are manageable. But
true to its neoliberal obsession with the holy
grail of a budget surplus, the government
was extremely reluctant to continue them.

Economic reality has forced the gov-
ernment to accept that people must have
some money in their pockets to spend or
its mates in big business will go under. That
and pressure from big business and com-
munity organisations including the trade
union movement have seen the government
retain some economic support for workers.

It was Labor that recommended the
premature wind back of JobSeeker and
JobKeeper now!

The government should continue Job-
Keeper at its present rate and raise Job-
Seeker to the same level as JobKeeper. At
the same time it should be focused on job
creation programs to bring about a public-
sector led recovery.

WAGES UNDER ATTACK

Employers are making the most of the
new workplace “flexibility” arrangements
introduced under the cloak of COVID-19.
Wages are being reduced, work hours and
conditions changed at the whim of the boss.
Workers who still have jobs are looking
over their shoulders at the mounting pool
of unemployed who are desperate for work.

Origins of
White Australia

The Workers’ Wee

We acknowledge the Sovereignty of the First Nations’ Peoples.

G| [J||||II[|1|I.1HI iIHN

dian

#1925 July 27, 2020

WWW.CPU.Org.au

ISSN 1325-295X

L]
L
Ll
Wi .

(TR
MiAWEN,

“i.ﬂ W
4 '.'-il ]

The reduction in JobSeeker payment
will only make the unemployed more
desperate to accept any work under any
conditions. For the last three months of
2020 it will be cut by $300 a fortnight to
$815.70 or $58 a day. There is no indica-
tion whether a COVID supplement will
continue into 2021.

As always, putting private profits before
people, the government is talking about
extending the flexibility arrangements and
Labor has hopped on board. The government
still has one eye on its neoliberal “back in
black” obsession. It also plans massive tax
cuts that will only increase the debt which
in turn will be used as an excuse to impose
austerity measures.

The extended scheme is still $44 billion
under the original budget. There is no excuse
for the cuts to wage subsidies or unemploy-
ment benefits.

Labor leader Anthony Albanese was
highly critical of the government for giving
more money to 875,000 workers than they
had been earning. He callously described

CUBA JULY 26, 1953
The beginning of freedom

the payments as “waste.” These are workers
struggling on very low wages in part-time
or casual employment. They would spend
every cent of the money and so act as a much
needed stimulus.

JOBKEEPER

JobKeeper will remain at $1,500 a fort-
night until the end of September as previ-
ously promised. Then it will drop to $1,200
for the next three months and to $1,000
for the first three months of 2021. That is
for workers who were or are employed for
twenty or more hours per week.

For casual and part-time workers on less
than twenty hours per week, the amounts
drop from $1,500 to $750 and then $650.

The number of unemployed and under-
employed is in the millions and is set to
rise with the lower rates of JobKeeper and
JobSeeker, and ongoing restrictions on
activities.

The government estimates that the
number of people remaining on JobKeeper
will fall from 3.5 million to 1.4 million by
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workers’ voice

the end of the year, and even further to one
million in the first quarter of 2021. It is not
clear what this estimate is based on except
for predictions that many more companies
will be forced to close during the coming
period. Their employees might, if eligible,
receive JobSeeker payments.

Some employers in areas where there
has been a pick up in business might no
longer be eligible. The eligibility test will be
re-applied before companies can continue
to receive the subsidy.

The government still refuses to extend
free early childhood education or include
the staff of centres in the JobKeeper scheme.
Likewise public university staff will remain
excluded.

At present there are 1.6 million work-
ers on JobSeeker (rebranded NewStart)
or, in other words, 1.6 million people who
are registered as unemployed or with little
sporadic or low paid work. No one knows
how many of the JobKeeper recipients are
also unemployed.

Continued on page 2
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“PALACE LETTERS” A
COVER-UP FOR TRUTH

After a four-year legal battle instigated by historian
Jenny Hocking, the National Archives of Australia have
released the “Palace letters” — a series of letters between
then Governor General John Kerr and Buckingham
Palace.

The big “scandal” to arise out of the correspondence
was the fact that Queen Elizabeth II was not informed
in advance about the dismissal (despite evidence to the
contrary). The revelations have produced public discus-
sions about the nature of Australia’s relationship with
Buckingham Palace. As a result, many independence
advocates have used this as an opportunity to galvanise
their position. Former prime minister Malcolm Turnbull
stated the disclosure “underlines why Australia should
have an Australian head of state,” with Opposition leader
Anthony Albanese parroting much of the same rhetoric.

While the Communist Party of Australia advocates
for an independent Australia (and the correspondence
definitely strengthens this case), in reality, the letters
at best provide nothing more than filler material for the
historical details of one of Australia’s darkest chapters.
At worst, they are an attempt to distract or re-orientate
the narrative of the soft coup d’état that took place. As
Morrison’s camp mounts its own claims of Chinese in-
terference into Australian affairs, what better time to
disguise the Whitlam dismissal, a real affair of inter-
national interference by Australia’s “allies”? Especially
so, when Australia is experiencing political unrest not
unlike that of the ’70s over climate change, Black Lives
Matter, and COVID-19.

Today, when revisiting the Whitlam dismissal,
Australians are directing their anger towards the ill-
conduct of our former Governor General in the form of
his inability to follow protocol. Thus, we must remind
those angry citizens to direct their anger not just towards
the conduct itself but towards those who were truly at
hand in undermining Australia’s democratic processes.

The work of John Pilger, in recent years, best shines
a light on who was behind Whitlam’s dismissal and the
reasons why. Pilger, while noting that Whitlam was not
on the left of the ALP, assessed him to be “a maverick
social democrat of principle, pride and propriety” —
a fair assessment that can easily be corroborated by
the direction of his policies. However, what was it that
alarmed the ruling class of Australia, Britian, and the US
so much that Whitlam’s removal was deemed necessary?

Under Whitlam’s leadership Australia was moving
towards the Non-Aligned Movement which were a col-
lection of nations taking a neutral stance in relation to
the major power blocs in the second half of the twen-
tieth century — namely the Western and Soviet Blocs.
This direction in foreign policy meant that Australia,
for the first time in its history, was making its own
decisions about international affairs. This resulted in
much consternation for the Western Bloc who were
privileged to have a mineral rich continent squarely
in their camp, located in the Asia-Pacific region. And
their consternation was justified. Prior to Whitlam,
Australia provided “black teams” to the CIA for usage
in the Vietnam War. When Whitlam came into office,
his ministers condemned the US bombing of Vietnam.
According to Pilger “a CIA station officer in Saigon said:
‘We were told the Australians might as well be regarded
as North Vietnamese collaborators.”” — this is how seri-
ous the US took our pivot. Perhaps even more alarming
for the US was Whitlam’s desire to know about the ac-
tivities happening in Pine Gap. Whitlam warned the
Americans that any unsavoury conduct would lead Pine
Gap to “becom[ing] a matter of contention.” The spine
Australia had developed under Whitlam, particularly
when it came to the affairs of US imperialism proved
too much and risky to be allowed to continue. As Pilger
recalls, “Victor Marchetti, the CIA officer who had helped
set up Pine Gap, later told me, ‘This threat to close Pine
Gap caused apoplexy in the White House ... a kind of
Chile [coup] was set in motion.””

It is important to note that John Kerr was privy to
all this. Kerr was a member of Association for Cultural
Freedom — a CIA institution.

All that these letters show, in a roundabout way, is
that Kerr was moving, and had every intention to, remove
Whitlam in the service of US imperialism. We cannot
forget that the US and the UK played major roles in
undermining our sovereignty. This is the fundamen-
tal lesson we must take away from the removal of the
Whitlam government. The ruling class will never accept
the slightest of challenges to its power, and therefore,
we must always remain vigilant against it.

Guardian

VICTORIA’S STAGE-3
LOCKDOWN RESUMES WITH

THE SAME BIG ISSUES!
Statement from Renting and

Housing Union (RAHU)

If we are to effectively isolate
and socially distance we need
effective rent reductions — not
deferrals — and guarantees of
the security of our housing.

It is appropriate for the state
to institute controls and restric-
tions to deal with a massive
public health issue.

The state must acknowledge
the role of housing in contain-
ing the virus. Lock-down further
highlights the role which safe
and appropriate housing plays
in our society. If we are denied
meaningful rent reductions and
are forced to work to meet high
rents in private markets or to live
in very dense quarters in under-
funded public housing units then
infection numbers will continue
to rise.

Rent deferrals, which rent-
ers are being coerced and misled
into accepting are only delaying
the economic impact of COVID-
19. Don’t defer the crisis.

The state should not treat a
health issue as a carceral issue.
RAHU is strongly in favour of a
community-health led response to
the current stage-3 lockdown and
any continuing restriction imposed
on the community as part of a
public-health response. The prior-
ity should be on care. COVID-19
is a serious illness which requires
a serious response. Renters need
guarantees that we can limit our
current economic opportunities
for public health reasons and not
be penalised with the threat of
eviction — not now, nor when the
eviction moratorium is lifted.

RAHU member Zachary
Doney said:

“We're already seeing agents
and landlords exploit these
uncertain times in their interests.
Renters are being saddled with
enormous administrative bur-
dens in navigating what should
be a simple process of rent
reduction. Renters are fearful of
the retaliation for this perceived
affront.”

“Agents are using a mixture
of coercion and deliberately con-
fusing semi-legal language to
mislead us into signing reduc-
tion agreements which are actu-
ally deferral agreements,” Doney
said.

Zachary Doney, RAHU
member, hospitality worker.
contact@rahu.org.au @&
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Taken together, the number of unemployed and
underemployed runs into the millions and is set to
rise with the winding down of JobKeeper.

JobKeeper provides eligible employers with a
$1,500 fortnightly subsidy for each worker kept on
their books as employees or stood down. It must be
paid to the worker. While far from perfect, it has kept
many small businesses afloat and provided an income
to many workers who would otherwise have had to
turn to the lower paid JobSeeker for survival.

The government is taking a gamble with people’s
incomes based on its hopes for no more lock-downs.

“Mutual obligation” requirements for people in
receipt of unemployment benefits were suspended
under JobSeeker. They are being reintroduced. (See
page 3) for details.

UNIVERSITIES
HIT HARD

The ongoing exclusion of public universities from
the JobKeeper program is yet another attack on edu-
cation. Universities have seen a massive reduction in
on-campus international students following the closure
of national borders. On average almost a quarter of
the student population and, in some instances, close
to half had come from overseas.

Universities have been quietly sacking staff — fixed
term contracts not renewed and casual staff laid off.
The extent of these job losses is being hidden from
staff and the unions representing them. The numbers
are believed to be in the thousands with many more to
go. With seventy per cent of staff classified as casual
or on fixed term contracts, it is easy and cheaper to
rapidly downsize. They are not eligible for redundancy
payments. Four decades ago almost all staff were
permanent and mostly full-time.

The treatment of private universities is different.
Notre Dame University, Bond University, Torrens
University, and the University of Divinity have been
granted an exemption from eligibility criteria and are
entitled to JobKeeper for staff!

The government defends this position saying
they have “less access to support from the Common-
wealth.” That begs the question: why should they
have any support?

WAY FORWARD

The Communist Party of Australia demands that
as a very minimum the government:

» Extend JobKeeper and expand its coverage
including the public sector

» Raise JobSeeker to the present rate of JobKeeper

» Keep JobKeeker at its present rate

» Not impose its mutual obligation regime for
JobSeeker recipients (see page 3)

» Nationalise job placement of unemployed and
restore the former Commonwealth Employment
Services

» Make two more $750 Economic Support
Payments to low income households

» Enforce a moratorium on rent payments and ban
evictions arising from unpaid rent in the case of
hardship

« Include public universities in the JobKeeper
scheme

« Restore free early childhood education and
JobKeeper to workers in the sector

» Provide the public with free masks to end the
price rorting

« Slash military spending by at least fifty per cent

» Embark on a public sector job-creation
program.

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia
WWW.Cpa.org.au
cpa@cpa.org.au
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HOW HARD IS IT TO JUST KEEP
SOCIAL SECURITY ABOVE

BA Ford

Before COVID-19, JobSeeker
(then Newstart) and Youth
Allowance was then about
$550 per fortnight. Most of
that income would go straight
to bills and rent, and what
you had left, maybe $100-150,
would go towards food, travel,
health care, and other neces-
sities. You forgot about buy-
ing new clothes or going out
with friends. You forgot about
getting haircuts, paying your
car registration, or seeing a
psychologist.

When you are used to living
like this then the JobSeeker Coro-
navirus supplement is like a whole
new world. Suddenly you can afford
food again! A whole extra $550 per
fortnight for JobSeeker is what is
needed when you have hundreds of
thousands of previously employed
people sliding into the demoralising
life that is unemployment.

It’s funny in a “if you don’t
laugh you cry” kind of way, because
since March, all governments have
been trying their hardest to splinter
the unemployed and underem-
ployed. Every single COVID-19
relief plan has clear demarcations
between deserving and undeserv-
ing. This ranges from the Victo-
rian government’s rental relief
grant to the demarcation between
JobKeeper and JobSeeker to the
complete disregard for casual and
migrant workers.

THE POVERTY LINE?

Social security during COVID-
19 has, frankly, been a bit of a con-
fusing mess and the only sure thing
has been that JobSeeker above the
poverty line keeps people fed and
sheltered. But the government is
hellbent on trying to pursue the
narrative that feeding people and
giving them places to live creates
Job Snobs!

The attacks on the unemployed
started escalating just before the
recent JobSeeker and JobKeeper
announcements were made. We
started seeing some of the biggest
criminals in mainstream media
interview employers who claimed
no matter how hard they tried,
they just couldn’t find anyone who
wanted a job. The claim is that this
culture of Job Snobbery is destroy-
ing our economy and driving small
business into the red. But when you
look at the charts that the Austral-
ian Unemployed Workers Union
(AUWU) have been producing,
this just doesn’t add up. Instead,
you are left wondering what kind
of terrible, dangerous jobs these
people are trying to force on the
most desperate people looking for
job security.

It’s not just conservative media
that is playing up this narrative,
but also liberal media such as the
ABC who published an article called
“Don’t want to stack shelves? Why
the new JobSeeker rules mean
refusing a job will come at a cost”,
which suggests that the problem
with JobSeekers is that we think
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we are too good for “low skilled”
labour. The ABC changed the
name of the article to not include
the “Don’t want to stack shelves?”
attack, but it didn’t change the
content of the article that still
insinuated that JobSeekers are just
sitting around jobless because we
won'’t stack shelves. Obviously the
author doesn’t remember the story
that went round in March about
how Coles received 36,000 job
applications for just 5,000 casual
positions.

However, JobSeekers aren’t
the only ones getting attacked
and blamed for the economy. Last

COMPETITION
HOW WOULD YOU SPEND $270 BILLION?

The Guardian is running a competition:
How would you spend $270 billion? On
war preparations and killing machines? We
would like to know how you would spend

the money. You can tell us in an article, a

cartoon, poster or meme, or you may have a
better idea. Word limit is 500.

Enter now to win a $50 bookshop voucher or
six-month subscription to the Guardian!

shopping list, or in graphic form such as a Good luck!
R R < = =
NAME: .« . oo e e e e !
|
EMAIL ADDRESS: . . . .o e e e |
or I
POSTAL ADDRESS: . . ..ot e e :
PHONE: . . ... I

SIGNED: ........ccooiiiiiii.

, certify that the work submitted to the CPA’s
How would you spend $270 billion? is my original work.

By submitting an entry | agree to the publication of
my entry in the Guardian and on CPA'’s social media.

week the Anthony Albanese said
on Radio National Breakfast that
paying workers more on JobKeeper
than they were by their employers
has wasted billions of dollars and
contributed to Australia’s debt. A
shining example of a Labor leader
blaming overpaid workers on ruin-
ing the economy!

Now we have both JobKeeper
and JobSeeker payments being
chipped away at, both set to lose
a minimum of $300 per fortnight
after September. The JobKeeper
program has been further frag-
mented and will soon consist of
two categories of those who work
less than twenty hours a week and
those who work more. This means
for those working less than twenty
hours a week, the JobKeeper pay is
cut by $750 per fortnight. This will
mean that JobKeeper payment will
be $1,200 or $750 per fortnight,
and the JobSeeker payment will
be $815 per fortnight. After Sep-
tember, JobSeeker payments and
some JobKeeper payments will
be officially below the Henderson
poverty line yet again.

For those new to JobSeeker/
Newstart, this will be their first
time living under the poverty
line. Tt will also be their first time
experiencing mutual obligations,
which is the practice of being under
the thumb of privately owned Job
Service Providers (JSPs). While
mutual obligations are technically
in effect, you won’t be penalised for
not attending JSP appointments or
applying for the correct amount of
jobs until 4th August. This will be
particularly confusing for those in
Melbourne’s lockdown that isn’t due

to end until two weeks after mutual
obligation penalties return. Does
Work for the Dole and going to JSP
meetings count as essential work?

JSPs are able to control your
employment and your social
security by being the middleman
between you and Centrelink and
you and a potential employer. It is
not uncommon to hear anecdotes of
JSP case workers sabotaging poten-
tial job offers. Rather than keep
JobSeeker above poverty line, the
government instead pours money
into these private companies who
manipulate unemployed people for
further financial gain and grants.

The Work for the Dole pro-
gram is going to be in for a wild
ride when, according to research
think tank, Per Capita, 220,000
people could be on the Work for
the Dole program by the middle of
2021. If this becomes the reality in
2021, that would mean a creation
of 220,000 unpaid jobs with poor
safety and working conditions.

Mutual obligations, Work for
the Dole and the private JSPs need
to be completely abolished and
replaced with a publicly owned and
run Jobs Guarantee program and
employment services, as AUWU
demands. This is beneficial for
everyone since it would develop
Australian industry, create more
jobs, provide real training, elimi-
nate government sponsored free
labour, reduce unsafe work envi-
ronments, and save tax payers’
money going straight into unsus-
tainable unemployment programs.
The only issue? Well, wages would
rise, but that’s just a problem for
the capitalists. @&

Something
to say?

Whrite to

Entries close at 5pm on Wednesday 5th August
but earlier submissions would be appreciated.

Entries should be sent or mailed to:
How would you spend? 74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills NSW 2010

the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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Over a million secure jobs would be
created or supported under a com-
prehensive and bold economic recon-
struction plan to help steer Australia
through and recover from the COVID-
19 crisis.

The ACTU is calling for a government-led
National Economic Reconstruction plan and
offers up five concrete ideas that are designed
to create and save jobs, protect and nurture
whole industries, support public and private
sector jobs, invest in future skills and train-
ing and strengthen Australia’s physical and
social infrastructure.

These ideas include a national commit-
ment to free early child education and care,
massive investment in training (including
150,000 free TAFE places), a “Rediscover
Australia” initiative to help our travel and
hospitality sectors survive, a large and
sustained increase in infrastructure invest-
ment and a comprehensive plan to expand
sustainable manufacturing.

The ACTU has called for urgent gov-
ernment intervention and investment to
rebuild our economy and create permanent,
secure jobs.

“We need Government to put in place
an ambitious and comprehensive National
Economic Reconstruction plan to get the
country back to work. Government must
help build ongoing local jobs, more training
and education opportunities to get people
into jobs and provide support for people who
are making things here in Australia,” ACTU
President Michele O’Neil said.

“We need big and bold government
investment and action in order for Aus-
tralia to return to health — both socially and
economically.

“With almost one million people offi-
cially unemployed and many hundreds of
thousands out of work, or without enough
work, the Australian people need to see that
the economy isn’t going to fall off a cliff.

“We are calling on Scott Morrison and his
government to think big by investing public
money for public good, in creating jobs that
support people and communities now and
into the future,” O’Neil said.

“Currently the government has no plan
to rebuild our economy and steer the country
through the next stages of this crisis.

“We have [put] it forward five practical
Programs to deliver jobs, services, training
and infrastructure for the people, places and
industries who need them.

“Our initiatives will support and create
jobs for women and men, for cities and
towns, and for young people as well as
older workers.

“Whether it is free and universal child-
care, the expansion of public infrastructure
investment with locally made materials,
free TAFE courses focused on rebuilding
our skills and training sector, support to
revitalise our travel and hospitality sectors
and regional communities or building a sus-
tainable manufacturing capacity this plan
delivers jobs, community infrastructure and
a future for Australia.

“This is a plan for a jobs-led economic
reconstruction.”

Australia

UNIONS LAUNCH PLAN FOR
JOBS LED RECONSTRUCTION

Statement via Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU)

Guardian

The five programs in summary are:

#1: EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION AND CARE STRATEGY

The Early Childhood Education and
Care Strategy has several components
including

The provision of permanently free
childcare,

Capital investment to construct new
high quality publicly funded not-for-profit
facilities,

The funding of universal access to fif-
teen hours of preschool for three and four
years olds,

And an extension and improvement of
the current wage subsidy to support the
ongoing employment of staff in this sector.
#2: TRAINING FOR
RECONSTRUCTION

A new nation-wide Free TAFE program
supporting 150,000 places, which would also
support 10,000 jobs in the TAFE system.

TAFE put back at the centre of Com-
monwealth and state governments’ training
funding, committing seventy per cent of all
government VET funding directed to TAFE.

A Rebuilding TAFE fund — updating and
modernising facilities with a particular focus
in regional areas.

Commonwealth wage subsides for up
t0 100,000 apprentices and trainees for the
life of their apprenticeship/traineeship and
a guaranteed job at the end.

And to assist our higher education sector,
the Commonwealth government must extend
JobKeeper wage subsidies to universities

(which are currently excluded from the pro-
gram) through the 2020 academic year, thus
helping to protect another 20,000 higher
education jobs at risk from the current crisis
in international education.

#3: REDISCOVER AUSTRALIA

The Rediscover Australia plan will sup-
port 350,000 jobs in tourism, the arts,
accommodation, travel and regional services
over the next twelve months with key ele-
ments including:

Commonwealth sponsorship of artistic,
community, agricultural, and entertain-
ment events, productions, and exhibitions
in all states.

Additional grant support for the Australia
Council, to support grant recipients with
emergency financial requirements arising
from the COVID-19 shutdowns.

Expansion of JobKeeper wage subsidy
provisions to include arts and entertain-
ment workers.

The Commonwealth for a twelve-month
period to take over-payment of regular state
payroll taxes for paid employees in two indus-
tries critical to domestic travel and tourism
(passenger transportation and overnight
accommodation).

#4: NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION
INVESTMENT PLAN

$30 billion per year to significantly boost
investment in public capital projects includ-
ing funding for transportation, community
and public housing, cultural and public
service facilities, forest and fire management
investments to better prepare for future fire

seasons, and renewable energy assets and
efficiency upgrades.

The National Reconstruction Invest-
ment Plan would support the creation of
75,000 direct jobs in construction, and over
100,000 additional indirect jobs in supply
and consumer industries.

Strong benchmarks of between for man-
dated Australian-made content in founded
projects
#5: SUSTAINABLE
MANUFACTURING STRATEGY

Government rules to ensure Australian-
made products in all new infrastructure and
public service procurement,

zero-interest rate loans for new renew-
able energy developments with a direct link
to manufacturing,

support for large gas and electricity users
to upgrade equipment as part of energy con-
servation plans,

expanded Commonwealth investments in
rapid decarbonisation of the energy sector,

technology grants to support commer-
cialised research and development

Five new Sustainable Manufacturing
Clusters in key areas including: lithium
battery and value-added manufacturing;
renewable hydrogen production; green pri-
mary metal manufacturing; electric vehicle
manufacturing and servicing; and renewable
energy machinery

a Superpower Investment Fund to under-
take co-investments (including public equity
shares) in new sustainable manufacturing
activities. @

“"We are calling on Scott Morrison and his
government to think big by investing public money
for public good, in creating jobs that support
people and communities now and into the future.”
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WHY ARE POKIES-CLUBS AND
STAR CASINO GETTING SPECIAL
TREATMENT IN NSW?

Statement via Alliance for Gambling Reform

NSW Premier Glady Berejiklian
must answer as to why pokies-
clubs and Star Casino are being
treated differently to pubs in NSW
as tougher COVID-19 restrictions
are introduced in the state.

Alliance for Gambling Reform Chief
Advocate, the Rev Tim Costello, said
the differentiation seemed incongru-
ous given Star Casino was fined just
yesterday for breaching social distanc-
ing rules.

“We want Premier Gladys Berejik-
lian to answer why clubs and the casino
are not having the same restrictions
applied to them as pubs now have as
of today in NSW,” Rev Costello said.
“I can hazard a guess: political dona-
tions and political influence.

“The Clubs NSW and casino lobbies
are both notorious for their aggres-
sive tactics when it comes to pushing
their agenda to drain as much money
as possible from the people of NSW.

“It was only six weeks ago that
Clubs NSW was publicly boasting about
‘heavily influencing’ the government’s
plan to reopen venues during the first
wave of the COVID pandemic.

“Then we have Star Casino being
fined what can only be described as a
pittance for breaching social distanc-
ing rules, and then only after they were
dobbed in for the breach. As many have
pointed out, there were more than five
times bigger fines for the KFC party in
Victoria than the $5,000 Star will pay
off in less than two minutes of operat-
ing while risking public health.

“It has been obvious for decades
how captured successive NSW govern-
ments of both political colours have
been by the gambling industry. But it’s
truly astounding to see this in action
in the middle of an unprecedented
pandemic. It not only demonstrates
how shameless the predatory gambling
industry is, but also the extreme level
of influence it clearly has on the NSW
government.”

Rev Costello said it was only sensi-
ble to close all gaming rooms until the
pandemic eased, as has been proposed
today by the Greens.

“It’s impossible to argue that
gambling is an essential service in the
middle of a pandemic,” Costello said.

“If anything, gambling being on
offer during a pandemic is yet another
public health risk, one that is almost
universally overlooked in a crisis. Given
we are in a recession, it is a very risky
time for people who are experiencing
gambling harm.

“There have been reports about
people using the superannuation
they have withdrawn due to COVID-
related hardship being gambled away.
That has not only short-term but also
major long-term consequences for
individuals, families, and the Austral-
ian economy.

“Then there are the public health
issues associated with gambling harm
to consider, including mental ill-health,
family violence and homelessness.
These are of major concern, now more
than ever.”

Costello said he hoped the NSW
government would realise that protect-
ing the immensely valuable hospitality
industry should be a priority ahead
of the gambling industry’s interests.

“It would be absolutely awful if
pubs and clubs had to shut down again
completely due to the spreading of
the coronavirus via patrons who are
gambling,” he said.

“It makes public health sense to
minimise the risk of spreading COVID-
19 as much as possible by shutting
down gaming rooms for the foreseeable
future to help the hospitality industry
survive.

“It also makes economic sense.
The hospitality industry is much more
labour intensive than the gambling
industry, with $1 million in turnover
equalling 20 hospitality jobs versus
only three jobs for the same revenue
via gambling. In caving in to Clubs
NSW, the government is making it
even harder for pokies-free venues
to survive, especially now. The NSW
government must stop prioritising a
lazy, parasitic business model that
causes tremendous harm.” &

“The Clubs NSW and casino

lobbies are both notorious
for their aggressive tactics
when it comes to pushing
their agenda to drain as
much money as possible from

the people of NSW.”

UNIONS DERAIL BHP’S ATTEMPT TO CUT PAY AND
CONDITIONS FOR THOUSANDS OF WORKERS

Statement via Australian Workers’ Union (AWU)

BHP has been dealt another blow in its
attempts to bring in two new enterprise
agreements for its in-house “Opera-
tional Services” labour hire compa-
nies which could have seen workers’
pay slashed by up to $30,000 per year.

Earlier this week, the Fair Work Com-
mission (FWC) indicated it is inclined to
disallow the BHP “Operational Services”
agreements because they did not meet the
better off overall requirement. The FWC
also had concerns they were not genuinely
agreed to by workers.

BHP now has just seven days to
address the concerns raised by the FWC
but the bench has indicated it’s likely to
dismiss BHP’s applications to approve

the deals marking a huge win for the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union (AWU) and the
CFMEU’s Mining & Energy division.

The legal battle began two years ago
when BHP set up its own labour hire com-
panies and got just a handful of employees
in Western Australia to vote for two pro-
posed agreements that contained vastly
inferior terms to those already enjoyed by
BHP employees.

Daniel Walton, National Secretary of
the AWU, said there was no doubt that
BHP would have used the new EBAs to
undercut the pay and conditions of its
entire mining industry workforce — affect-
ing thousands of workers.

Walton said: “Taking on BHP with

their army of lawyers was always going

to be a time consuming and expensive
process but we have shown that it pays

to persevere and never give up. We could
not have done this without the support of
our members, and our partner union. This
demonstrates what’s possible when we
come together.”

The FWC process began in early 2019
when the CFMEU’s mining division and
the AWU, which are the partner unions
of the Western Mine Workers’ Alliance
(WMWA) opposed the two agreements.

While we won the appeal to quash an
earlier approval of the agreements, the
FWC decided the full bench would re-
determine the application for approval

of the agreements after receiving further
submissions from BHP and the unions.

This week the FWC said it would
prove “difficult to identify any undertak-
ing which would address our concerns”,
and that it “would suggest that the appro-
priate course is to dismiss” the approval
applications “on the basis that we are not
satisfied that the requirement for genu-
ine agreement in s186(2)(a) is satisfied in
either matter”.

Walton said: “This is a great result
but it’s not quite over yet. We will need
your continuing support to ensure the pay
and working conditions of BHP workers
remain fully protected.” &
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GIVE PEACE A CHANCE

George Hardy

Colombia’s Ethnic Commission
for Peace and Defense of Territo-
rial Rights held their fifth annual
assembly in July. This comprised
three days of discussions, held
virtually, between the leaders of
Colombia’s Afro and Indigenous
communities and special guests
including acclaimed US academic
Noam Chomsky and Francia Mar-
quez, 2018 Winner of the Goldman
Environmental Award. The assem-
bly’s theme was Crisis of Capitalism
and People’s Alternatives: Good Life,
Nature and Peace. The event was an
excellent example first-nations uti-
lisation of Peacetech (technology
for peace-building purposes), being
broadcast on Facebook Live to over
30,000 viewers across twenty-one
countries.

COLOMBIA: A FAILING
PEACE PROCESS AND A
FAILING STATE?

The initial hope generated through for-
malisation of the Havana Peace Accords,
signed in 2016 by the government of
Colombia and its major military rival
FARC, by 2020 has largely dissipated.
Gross inequality which exists within
Colombian society fuelled this war for fifty-
two years; the World’s longest-running
conflict. The majority of fighting has been
in Colombia’s rural departments, areas
predominantly inhabited by Indigenous
and Afro-Colombians. These ethnic groups
have therefore been the most heavily
affected by this rural war but are largely
considered “invisible,” not part of Colom-
bia’s bustling core cities like Bogota and
Medellin. Conflict caused over 5.2 million
people to flee their homelands, to become
refugees or Internally Displaced Peoples
(IDPs); second only to the seven million
refugees produced by Syria’s recent war.
Indigenous and Afro-Colombian hopes and
aspirations to finally return to homelands
and territories, to be provided with crop-
substitution programs and alternatives to
growing coca, to the end of aerial fumiga-
tion of illicit crops with glyphosate and to
justice and governmental accountability
have been dashed.

Since peace was declared and the

FARC hung up their weapons, hundreds
of Indigenous and Afro-Colombian leaders
have been murdered by new armed groups;
assassination is now a daily occurrence.
Indigenous and Afro-Colombian popula-
tions are terrorised, forced to grow illicit
crops or allow illegal mining to occur on
their territorial lands.

The Colombian State has increasingly
failed to provide adequate basic services to
these rural communities, such as health,
education and security. It is now widely
acknowledged that the Peace Process is
failing, due to the inability or unwilling-
ness of the government to implement it.
A 2019 terrorist attack on Bogota’s Police
Cadet School led the Colombian and US
governments to classify the National Lib-
eration Army’s (ELN) ten peace negotia-
tors in Cuba as culpable. The Colombian
state now requires their extradition and
is accusing Cuba of harbouring terror-
ists, even though they are part of a peace
delegation.

The recent COVID-19 pandemic has
been unsuccessfully handled by the Ethnic
communities didn’t want to be bound to
the National logic of development as it
seldom served them, just the “common
good” of profits. Colombian state hospitals
around the country are at breaking point.
Colombia’s economy is heavily tied to
global oil prices, so the Peso has faltered
recently. Corruption and links to Narcos
plagues Colombian politics, and the coun-
try is now considered the World’s most
corrupt state. With over 1.8 million Ven-
ezuelan refugees fleeing their homeland,
now residing in its major cities, Colombia
is facing an uphill battle to remain afloat
as a functional state.

THE ETHNIC
COMMISSION MEETING

The main theme of the assembly was
the 21st century crisis that capitalism
was producing on planet Earth and how
Ethnic Communities should react. Noam
Chomsky raised three main points of con-
cern: (1) the imminent threat of nuclear
war (2) the impending environmental
crisis that global warming is producing
and (3) the deterioration of democracy
across the world. Chomsky reiterated the
fact that the only hope of dealing with the
first two crises is a vibrant democracy
and how US president Donald Trump is

systematically destroying all aspects of
democracy across the US and the globe. To
conclude, Chomsky stated that we had to
recognise that “we are all in this together.”
He focused on internationalism as the
means by which numerous groups could
collaborate internationally to overcome
their problems. He stated that groups
had to get organised and take opportuni-
ties as they arose, and that we needed to
recognise “how to use resources in a way
that will benefit rather than destroy local
communities.” Chomsky stated that once
these movements began, they could rise
to great heights. He gave the Black Lives
Matters organisation as a prime example
of how things can grow and expand. “The
brutal murder of one black man in the US
had, within a couple of weeks, grown into
the biggest popular movement in the his-
tory of the USA.” Chomsky rounded off by
stating that “people can be reached, but
you’re not going to read about this kind
of stuff in the newspapers, as it is not the
kind of thing that power systems want you
to know about or understand.”

Francia Marquez highlighted the fact
that ethnic communities had been living
in harmony or Buen-Vivir (good living)
with nature for 1,000s of years and the
concept was something that needed to
be recaptured. “Mankind cannot build its
well-being on the suffering and destruc-
tion of something or someone else,” she
said. Francia reiterated that Indigenous
and Afro-Colombians had been forcibly
moved to cities by conflict over the past
50 years, where “everything costs money,
[...] previously, eating and drinking did
not cost us anything.” Protecting the
environment and producing all that is
needed from the land were key aspects
of her message. Francia reiterated that
Afro-Colombians had endured slavery and
constantly rebelled against it. Today’s slav-
ery was in the form of structural racism.
Being terrorised by armed groups, assas-
sinated on a daily basis, and not provided
any basics services from government like
health, education, and security couldn’t
be tolerated. The COVID-19 Pandemic
highlighted the fact globalisation was not
working for Planet Earth and that Capital-
ism was very weak at its core.

The meeting ended with a traditional
music group from the Cauca region of
Southern Colombia. @&
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FREEDOM FOR SIMON TRINIDAD

sentenced on 28th January 2008 to sixty

Vinnie Molina

On Simon Trinidad’s 7oth birthday
the solidarity movement around the
world come together to demand his
release from prison in the United
States and repatriation to his home-
land in Colombia.

The Colombian political prisoner
and former FARC commander has spent
sixteen long and unjust years in prison,
many of them in solitary confinement.

His arrest in Ecuador in 2004 while
trying to make international contact with
a UN representative for the humanitarian
exchange of prisoners of war made news
around the world. He was deported to
Colombia where the authorities entreated
the United States to extradite him to the
US on trumped up charges. Initially the
US refused extradition as there were no
charges against him in that country, how-
ever, at the insistence of the Colombian
government, Simon Trinidad was taken
from his homeland on 31st December
2004 and taken to the United States.

His defence went through a number
of trials which found no case to answer.
However, with the helped of paid wit-
nesses he was tried on conspiracy charges
to hold three American hostages and

years in a US prison. He remains at the

super-max prison in Florence, Colorado.
During the peace process in Havana

between the Colombian government

and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC-EP), he was denied his
right to participate in the negotiation talks
as part of the FARC Peace delegation.

Today the people of Colombia and
supporters around the world demand
his release and repatriation to Colom-
bia to contribute to the implementa-
tion of the Peace Accords signed by the
former guerilla group and the Colombian
government.

On humanitarian grounds the solidar-
ity movement rally on his 7oth birthday to
ask for his freedom.

For more information on the inter-
national campaign for freedom of Simon
Trinidad contact:
www.simonlibertad.com
contactosimonlibertad@gmail.com

The Communist Party of Australia
adds its voice to the international cam-
paign for the release of Simon Trinidad
and asks friends and supporters to join
this demand.

Dignity is Freedom! &
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Australian Communist Thought and History

Hello Comrades! This week is a great one for Australian

Communist History and Thought.

A crucial aspect of fascism is its nationalism which takes on
the form of rabid racism. The White Australia Policy was a
manifestation of such a tendency in Australian politics and we
have pulled out an article from 1945 denouncing its insidious

nature.

Recently, the Palace letters, the correspondence between the
Buckingham Palace and then Governor General John Kerr,
were released. Thus, we've decided to release (or should |
say re-release) a letter of our own. Published for the first time
in nearly a decade we present former Prime Minister Gough
Whitlam’s letter to General Secretary of the Socialist Party of

Australia Peter Symon.

RO

Many Labor supporters believe
the White Australia policy is
the result of Labor’s efforts
to protect living standards,
but the truth is, that the poli-
cy was first advocated by the
employing classes of Britain
and Australia.

Why have the employers sup-
ported a White Australia?

When the settlement of Aus-
tralia was first mooted at the end
of the Eighteenth Century, British
imperialism saw a safety-valve for
the unrest in England — an agricul-
tural community that could absorb
the tens of thousands of agricultural
labourers pauperised by the great
land enclosures, and the poor that
overcrowded her jails and hulks,
under sentence of the harshest
penal code in Europe.

At this stage, Australian
employers were not averse to using
cheap coloured labour if insufficient
convict labour was available. In the
1830’s, WC Wentworth used Indian
labourers and some pastoralists
employed up to as many as forty
Indians on their farms.

What caused a change of heart
in Australian employers was the
growth of the sheep industry, and
particularly the discovery of gold.
No longer could Australia be regard-
ed only as an agricultural dumping-
ground. Her future as a capitalist
state began to be recognised.

CHINESE INFLUX

There was a great influx of Chi-
nese into the gold-fields during the
’50s. By 1858 Chinese comprised
one in sixteen of the population
in New South Wales and the fol-
lowing year there were 42,000 in
Victoria alone.

The Chinese often did not come
as free gold-seekers. They were
employed by wealthy Chinese in
China, came under an overseer,
and the gold they found was sent
back to China. Even those who
came independently usually had
no intention of settling. So from
Victoria alone, in 1857 over 116,903
ounces of gold were sent back to
China, representing over £500,000.

Moreover, the Chinese on the
diggings lived so frugally that they
scarcely patronised the shops. Busi-
ness interests became most vigorous
in protest against their presence,
since they did not benefit as they
did from the lavish spending of the
European diggers.

In the eyes of Australian capital-
ists, the great crime of the Chinese
was that they were taking the gold
out of their hands.

When Chinese coolies were
introduced about the ’50s for pas-
toral work at £1 a month, many of
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them, on discovering that their rate
of pay was much lower than that
generally given, refused to work,
and absconded, or forced the pas-
toralists to enter into new contracts
raising wages and conditions.

To keep Australia’s riches for
themselves, then, the various Aus-
tralian States passed restrictive
legislation, requiring a capitation
fee before Chinese could land.
The need for some uniform laws
for all States was shown when
about 14,000 Chinese evaded the
Victoria laws by landing in South
Australia and walking overland to
the gold-fields.

The hostilities of Britain with
China about this time added fuel
to the fires of race hatred, and hoo-
ligan elements among the workers
drove the Chinese from the dig-
gings, burning and pillaging their
possessions.

Most Chinese in Australia had
no intention of settling here, and
most returned to China. The only
real threat to working conditions
was when, in 1878, the Australian
Steamship Company attempted
to introduce Chinese firemen at
£2/15/- a month in place of Euro-
pean firemen who were paid at the
rate of £8 a month.

The Mongolian Octopus — His Grip on Australia.

UNIQUE STRIKE

The significance of this strike
lies in the fact that it is the only
strike in Australian working-class
history until Mort’s Dock, in which
the employers as a class wholeheart-
edly supported the strikers.

The workers know from bitter
experience that employers do not
support strikes against wage-cuts
for the love of the workers. What
was their reason ? It was that the
ruling class of Britain was fully
conscious of the role Australia was
expected to play as junior partner to
to British imperialism in the Pacific.

It is true that there was need
for an immigration policy that
protected living standards, and
prevented Australia from being
flooded by immigrants when there
were native-born unemployed.
Because the workers recognised this
need they supported immigration
restriction. But because they were
at this time still backward, with-
out a scientific theory, they were
used by the employers to support
a policy of racial “superiority” that
was opposed to their real interests.

The racial chauvinism that
infiltrated through their ranks
made them support the policy of

imperialism, the police force of the
Pacific. So Australians went to put
down the Boer farmers’ uprising.
Australians took part in the cam-
paigns on the North-West Frontiers
of India. In Fiji and New Guinea
and in Australia itself the native
populations have been exploited.

PERVERTED
THEORIES

So deep-rooted have become
these perverted theories of race
superiority that there is antago-
nism even to white immigrants who
are of non-British stock. Insulting
nick-names are given to Italians
and other Europeans.

Although the development of
Australia has taken place largely
through the work of British settlers,
yet people of non-British stock have
contributed much that is important
to Australian history.

Rich grazing lands around the
Gulf of Carpentaria and in North-
ern Queensland were opened up
as the result of the exploration of a
young German, Leichhardt, whose
name is also commemorated in a
Sydney suburb.

One of the richest districts
of Australia — Gippsland — was

discovered and named by the Polish
explorer Strzelecki, who was also
the first to find gold.

The leaders of Eureka included
not only the Irish Peter Lalor, but
also Raffaello the Italian, and Vern
the German.

The war against German and
Japanese fascism has brought
clearly before many Australians, the
unity of purpose that exists among
working people of every country.

The White Australia Policy, by
creating false barriers between the
peoples of different nations, is a
menace to Australian security, a
violation of the spirit of the Atlan-
tic Charter.

The quota system of immigra-
tion, as proposed by the [Com-
munist Party of Australia], would
ensure that internally our living
standards receive full protection:
while in the international sphere, it
would protect Australia by remov-
ing a grave barrier to co-operation
with the other powerful nations of
the Pacific.

For fuller information on the
Communist attitude to White Aus-
tralia, read “Immigration and the
White Australia Policy” by R Dixon.
This article originally appeared in
Tribune July, 1945, &
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PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM
WRITES TO SPA

Earlier this year a number of foreign policy points were placed before the Executive
of the Central Committee Socialist Party of Australia (now the Communist Party of
Australia — Ed.) in a report by National President P Clancy. After discussion of the
draft points, it was decided to send the final document to all Federal Labor Party
Members of Parliament. A copy of the letter was sent to Prime Minister EG Whitlam.

Because of the historical and political importance of the exchange we publish both

letters in full on this page ...

Dear Mr Symon,

I refer to your letter of 12 May 1975,
concerning Australia’s foreign policy.
I have given close attention to your
Party’s policy proposals and you may
be, interested in my comments below
on each of them.

1. DETENTE

The Australian government welcomes
and is firmly committed to the concept of
detente and actively seeks to encourage
the Great Powers to work to achieve this.
It would, however, be short-sighted to base
foreign policy on one single tenet. Foreign
policy must embrace a number of ideals,
expectations and hopes, including of course,
support for detente.

The government is also firmly commit-
ted to the objective of a reduction of arma-
ments, both conventional and nuclear, and
has sought to promote this in a number
of ways. It has welcomed the talks on the
limitation of strategic armaments between
the United States and the Soviet Union, and
has impressed upon, the, two superpowers
the need to strive for more rapid progress
towards nuclear disarmament.

2, WORLD DISARMAMENT
CONFERENCE

The Australian government supports in
principle the concept of a World Disarma-
ment Conference. As you are no doubt aware,
in accordance with General Assembly Resolu-
tion 3183 (XXVIII), which was supported by
Australia, a preparatory committee has been
established to consider the question. So far
the work of this committee has been rather
disappointing, particularly as two of the
nuclear powers have declined to participate.

In view of the protracted debates and
discussions on disarmament which have gone
on in various bodies of the United Nations
over the years, it is essential that a great deal
of preliminary work be done before a World
Disarmament Conference is held. The active
participation of all the nuclear powers in such
a conference is also an essential prerequisite
to its success.

On the question of the withdrawal of
military bases from Australian soil as part
of the disarmament program, I have stated
the government’s position a number of times.
On April 3 1974, in answer to a question in
the House of Representatives, I said:

“The Australian government takes the
attitude that there should not be foreign
military bases, stations, installations in
Australia. We honour agreements cover-
ing existing stations. We do not favour the
extension or prolongation of any of those
existing ones”.

3. AID TO INDO-CHINA

The Australian government has pledged
itself to give generous aid to Indo-China,
and is in the process of consultations which
would enable it to draw up a program. In the
financial year 1974-75, as an initial response
to immediate needs, government aid to inter-
national organisations for humanitarian aid
in Indo-China totalled $3,400,000.

4. NUCLEAR FREE

Peace Zones In my address to the
United Nations General Assembly last year
I expressed the government’s view that the
concept of nuclear-free zones was one that
deserved the most serious exploration. As
you will be aware, Australia has supported
the concept of a Zone of Peace in the Indian
Ocean as a long-term objective, and is an
active participant in the 18-nation United
Nations ad hoc Committee on the Indian
Ocean. At the recent meeting of the South
Pacific Forum, Australia joined its South
Pacific neighbours in commending the idea

of establishing a nuclear-free zone in the
South Pacific.

So that all concerned may have a greater
understanding of the problems associated
with such zones, and to see how they might
effectively supplement efforts to stem the
proliferation of nuclear weapons, a 21-nation
study group, of which Australia is a member,
has been established under the auspices of
the Conference of the Committee on Dis-
armament (CCD) to examine the concept
of nuclear-free zones in all its aspects. This
group’s deliberations will be relevant to the
further consideration of nuclear-free zone
proposals for the Indian Ocean and the
South Pacific.

5. SEATO AND ANZUS

The present government has always been
conscious of the deficiencies of the South East
Asia Treaty Organisation (now disbanded ...
Ed.), and soon after coming to office played a
leading part in having its structure modified.
The government is continuing to examine
the need for further changes. On the other
hand, it is not contemplating withdrawal
from the ANZUS Treaty.

The government is naturally prepared
at any time to examine any proposal for any
form of international co-operation between
countries in the Asian region which might
serve a practical purpose in promoting peace
and progress in the region. The government
has itself taken initiatives designed to assist
fulfilling this purpose.

6. SOCIALIST COUNTRIES AND
THIRD WORLD

The government believes in the universal-
ity of international relationships, regardless
of ideological differences, and has actively
pursued this course by, for example, estab-
lishing diplomatic relations with the People’s
Republic of China, the German Democratic
Republic, and the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam. It was also among the first countries to
recognise the new government in Cambodia.

The government is already actively pur-
suing a course of developing and expanding
links in the political, trade, scientific and
cultural fields with all countries. For exam-
ple, during my visit to the Soviet Union in
January this year, the first by an Australian
Prime Minister, I signed two new agreements,
one on Science and Technology, and one on
Cultural Exchanges. I also discussed with
President Tito and Prime Minister Bijedic
of Yugoslavia, and Mrs Bandaranaike of Sri
Lanka, Australia’s interest in the Third World,
and expressed the government’s desire to
attend future meetings of the nonaligned
group of countries, either as a guest or as
an observer.

7. THE MIDDLE EAST

The Australian government supports all
peaceful moves, whether through a recon-
vened Geneva Conference, further bilateral
negotiations, or other avenues, to bring about
the earliest possible solution to the Middle
East dispute. It supports implementation
of UN Security Council Resolution 242 of
1967 which, among other things, calls for
an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied
territories. It also supports the realisation
of the national rights and aspirations of the
Palestinian people, including their right to
establish a State alongside Israel if they so
choose.

8. EUROPEAN SECURITY
CONFERENCE

The Australian government welcomes
detente and any moves such as the Con-
ference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe (CSCE), which support international
negotiation, conciliation, co-operation and
peaceful development.

Gough Whitlam.

9. NUCLEAR
NON-PROLIFERATION

Australia has taken and continues to
take a strong stand against the testing of
nuclear weapons in all environments, and
in this regard you will recall the action that
the government took against the govern-
ment of France in the International Court
of Justice over the atmospheric testing of
nuclear devices. At the 28th and 29th session
of the United Nations General Assembly the
Australian delegations played an active role
in drafting resolutions condemning nuclear
weapons testing and stressing the dangers
associated with the proliferation of all nuclear
explosive devices. The government has firmly
and consistently supported the achievement
of a comprehensive test ban.

Peter Symon.

One of the first acts of the present gov-
ernment on coming to power was to ratify
the Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT). This is
the most important international instrument
in existence to control nuclear proliferation
and the government believes that support
for the principles of the Treaty should be the
cornerstone of all international endeavour
towards this objective.

Australia’s contribution to the suc-
cessful outcome of the recent NPT Review
Conference was recognised by all depositary
powers and other participants as significant,
responsible and constructive.

Yours sincerely,
EG Whitlam

Dear Sir,

as part of a disarmament program.

tinian people.

Ed.).

in our region.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Symon

reactionary attempts to gain power.

THE SPA LETTER

Recognising that the end of the war in Indochina was a defeat for the
policy of foreign intervention and that this development is the occa-
sion for a substantial review of Australia’s foreign policy, I wish to sub-
mit the following views to yourself and your Parliamentary colleagues.
We believe Australia’s foreign policy should be based on a declaration
that our country will seek a peaceful world and will respect the right

of all people to political and economic freedom and independence.

In practical terms we propose the following policies be adopted:

1. A declaration that detente is the basis of Australia’s foreign policy and that
Australia’s representatives will promote this policy in all ways possible, seeking to
consolidate it and extend it to military disarmament.

2, That the Australian government renew support for a world disarmament con-
ference which will provide for withdrawal of all military bases from Australian soil

3. Development of a full program of aid to assist in the rebuilding of Indochina
with immediate provision of food, medical supplies, clothing and building materials.

4. Australia to initiate proposals for, and agreement between, all nations of the
Pacific-Indian Ocean area to make the whole area a nuclear-free peace zone.

5. Withdrawal from the SEATO and ANZUS Pacts (SEATO has been disbanded
since the letter was sent ... Ed.) and their replacement by non-aggression or collec-
tive security pacts between all countries (excluding none) in the Asian region.

6. The further extension of contacts (political, trade, cultural) with the socialist
nations and the countries of the Third World.

7. The Australian government to make a call for the early reconvening of the
Geneva Conference on the Middle East and that a settlement be sought on the basis
of the full implementation of the UNO decisions of 1967 and 1973 which call for an
Israeli withdrawal from all lands occupied in the 1967 war, respect for the right to
existence of all States in the Middle East and restoration of the rights of the Pales-

8. A declaration of support for a meeting of the Heads of State of Europe to con-
clude the proposed European Collective Security Conference (since concluded ...

9. A call for all nations to join the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, ban all
nuclear weapons and destroy all existing nuclear weapons stocks.

We believe that the adoption of these policies would open a new era of peace and
progress for Australia, whereas, a policy based upon the preparation of a new war of
intervention in Asia can only fail and lead to even greater disaster for all the peoples

General Secretary, Socialist Party of Australia

SPA Executive to discuss PM’s reply

An SPA letter formally acknowledging Mr Whitlam’s letter commenting on SPA
foreign policy points has been forwarded to the Prime Minister. His letter will

be discussed by the SPA Executive at its forthcoming meeting. The SPA also
expressed support for the Federal Labor Government in its current battle against
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THE BEGINNING OF FREEDOM

Eileen Whitehead

Although this initial uprising failed
in its bid to dislodge the dictatorship
of Fulgencio Batista, it was the begin-
ning of a movement that changed the
world forever. Sixty-seven years ago,
a small band of courageous young
Cubans stormed the Moncada Bar-
racks in the city of Santiago, in East-
ern Cuba.

Batista had ruled Cuba since 1933 when
he’d taken power in what’s been called the
“Sergeants’ Coup.” He remained behind
the scenes for a while, but became self-
proclaimed president in 1940. To begin
with he carried out relatively progressive
pro-worker policies, supported by the Cuban
Communist Party and the unions, but in 1944
after leaving power and living in the United
States for a while, he returned to Cuba run-
ning for president again in 1952. However,
when it became clear he was going to lose,
he organised an armed coup d’état, and
proceeded to dismantle his former relatively
progressive policies and became the corrupt
tool of both the Cuban and US elite, as well
as friend to the Meyer Lansky wing of the
Mafia. Thousands of political opponents
were murdered, leaving Cuba at the mercy
of exploitation and vice.

Fidel Castro Ruz organised 174 young
Cubans — 138 to carry out an assault on the
Moncada Barracks, and twenty-seven to
attack a smaller outpost in nearby Bayamo
— with the intention to seize the military
barracks and secure its arms before rousing
the rest of the population against the Batista
regime. Several cars were organised in the
early morning of 26th July to pick up the
rebels but, despite meticulous organisation,
the operation was beset with problems and
discovered almost immediately.

Seeing that the attack was doomed, Castro
ordered a retreat and the remaining rebels
quickly scattered. Batista’s henchmen mur-
dered about seventy rebels captured at the
scene or later, with many others tortured, or
put on trial and sentenced to various prison
terms: Fidel Castro and his brother Raul
received sentences of thirteen years each.

At his trial, Fidel in what became known
as his “History will Absolve me” speech, laid

CUBA JULY 26, 1953

bare the crimes of the Batista dictatorship,
the illegitimacy of its legal procedures, and
the responsibility of all people of conscience
to oppose such a regime in Cuba and, by
implication, anywhere. Closing his speech
to the court, he said: “I cannot ask freedom
for myself while my comrades are already
suffering in the ignominious prison of the
Isle of Pines. Send me there to join them and
to share their fate. It is understandable that
honest men should be dead or in prison in a
Republic where the President is a criminal
and thief. [...] But I do not fear prison, as I
do not fear the fury of the miserable tyrant
who took the lives of seventy of my comrades.
Condemn me. It does not matter. History
will absolve me.”

Today the Isle of Pines is now the Isle
of Youth (Isla de la Juventud), a centre of
high quality education for Cuban and inter-
national youth.

A public outery led to an early release for
Fidel and Raul, who then exiled in Mexico
to organise an expedition to invade Cuba,
and in November 1956 they invaded on the
motor yacht Granma in another attempt
to oust Batista. Although that attempt also
went seriously wrong, with only twelve
men surviving, the movement grew, taking
on the name of the 26th of July Movement
in honour of the Moncada barracks event.

Eventually, on New Year’s Day 1959, the
rebels were triumphant and insurgent troops
headed by Ernesto “Che” Guevara seized the
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city of Santa Clara in central Cuba. However,
Batista managed to escape and go into exile
in Portugal where he died in 1973.

Ever since the triumph of the Cuban
Revolution, Cubans have suffered both
military and economic attacks by the United
States and some of its allies, in an attempt
to overturn it and restore the old regime to
power. They have not succeeded. Cuba has
implemented socialist policies of great benefit
not only for its workers and small farmers,
but especially for its women and minorities.
Beyond that, Cuba punches above its weight
with international health projects that have
improved the lives of millions in the poorest
countries in the world. &

THE WORK OF THE HENRY REEVE BRIGADE

Eileen Whitehead

Henry Reeve was born in
Brooklyn, New York on 4th
April, 1850 to Presbyterians,
Alexander Reeve and Maddie
Carroll. In his youth, he was
a drummer boy in the Union
Army during the American
Civil War, which ran from
1861 to 1865. Being a fierce

abolitionist, and learning of

the anti-Spanish uprising
from Cuban revolutionaries
in New York, he left home and
became involved in the expe-
dition of the Vapor Perrit,
which landed 269 volunteer
Cubans in Nipe Bay in 1869.

He then joined Cuba’s Army

of Liberation (Ejército Liberta-
dor) — also known as the Ten
Years War — which ran from
(1868-1878).

Soon after his first skirmish
against the Spanish, Reeve was
captured and imprisoned, and
along with other fighters faced,
and miraculously survived, a
firing squad. Once recovered
he was appointed assistant to
General Thomas Jordan, the
Chief of the General Staff of the
Liberation Army, and in 1870,

as Captain, joined the first cav-
alry squadron of the northern
brigade of Camague under the
command of Brigadier General
Cristobal Acosta. Reeve par-
ticipated in over 400 engage-
ments against the Spanish Army
and received several injuries,
amongst the most serious an
abdominal wound in 1872

and in 1873, when Colonel, he
received a serious leg wound,
which disabled him for a year.
After nearly six months con-
valescing, he was promoted to
Brigadier General.

During an important cam-
paign between the territories
of Columbus and Cienfuegos
in August 1876, his horse was
killed and rather than be taken
prisoner he shot himself in the
temple. During his military
service, Reeve’s bravery and
care for his men produced a
deep respect and love, with both
Cubans and Spaniards knowing
him as El Inglesito.

In his honour in 2005, Fidel
Castro renamed the Cuban
medical brigade of humanitar-
ian doctors, the Henry Reeve
International Contingent of
Doctors Specialised in Disasters

and Serious Epidemics. Cuba
had offered to send 1,586 doc-
tors in response to Hurricane
Katrina, but President George
Bush, Jr had declined.

Castro maintained that the
Henry Reeve Contingent could
“do more than just help the
population in the event of a hur-
ricane, flood and other similar
natural disasters. Certain epi-
demics represent real natural
and social disasters. Suffice it
to mention, the Haemorrhagic
Dengue, which is attacking a
growing number of countries
in Latin America, and whose
symptoms are particularly fatal
to children, and other old and
new grave illnesses. We can
and must find the most efficient
ways to combat these diseases.
There is a particularly terri-
ble epidemic (let’s call it that)
which has the world in its grip:
HIV-AIDS. It is threatening
to wipe out entire nations and
even vast continental regions.”
He went on to say: “We are
offering to train professionals
who are prepared to struggle
against death. We shall prove
that there is a solution to many
of the planet’s tragedies. We

are proving that man can and
must better himself. We are
proving the value of conscience
and ethics. We are offering life.
Long live the protectors of life
who graduate today; long live
the doctors capable of defeat-
ing death. Long live the glori-
ous ‘Henry Reeve’ International
Contingent!”

In March 2020, 144 health
workers from this Henry Reeve
brigade were sent by Cuba to
assist Jamaica in dealing with
the coronavirus pandemic.
More than 3,000 healthcare
professionals from the Henry
Reeve Brigade, including doc-
tors and nurses have been
deployed to about 30 countries
in Latin America, the Carib-
bean, Europe, Africa and the
Middle East. In addition to the
brigade in Jamaica other coun-
tries receiving Cuban assist-
ance include South Africa, Italy,
Andorra, Qatar, Mexico, Hon-
duras, Venezuela and Haiti.

Cuban President Diaz-Canel
observed “If we had globalised
solidarity as the market was
globalised, the story would be
different”.

In 2015, Norwegian unions

nominated the Henry Reeve
Brigade for a Nobel Peace Prize,
in the context of its presence in
West Africa to confront Ebola,
but it was not awarded.

Since March a movement,
led by Cuba Linda (France),
Codepink (USA) and the US
chapter of the Network in
Defence of Humanity, formed
to propose the nomination of
the International Brigade of
Doctors Specialised in Disaster
Situations and Serious Epidem-
ics “Henry Reeve” from Cuba,
for the Nobel Peace Prize 2021,
in recognition of their solidar-
ity work to save lives in many
countries around the world,
particularly in the current
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Australian Solidarity
movement has joined the move-
ment for the nomination.

We call on Guardian read-
ers to add their signatures to
request the Nobel Peace Prize
Committee to consider includ-
ing the Cuban doctors in next
year’s list of candidates.

To signgo to
www.cubanobel.org/nobelcuba
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Stéphane Doucet

Workers in several industries
across Québec are getting
ready for what’s beginning
to look like one of the high-
est points of struggle in recent
memory. Just like everywhere
else the COVID-19 pandemic
has shaken up the economy,
with governments and capital
straining to contain progres-
sive resistance to their corpo-
rate-friendly management of
the crisis.

But Québec’s labour movement
is fighting back.

Healthcare workers are one of
the most talked-about sectors of
the labour movement worldwide,
as they bear the brunt of the crisis.
Their burden includes denied vaca-
tions, forced overtime, lack of pro-
tective equipment and high rates
of COVID-19 infection. Though
the response of the Fédération
de la santé et des services sociaux
(FSSS-CSN — the union which rep-
resents 110,000 health and social
services workers in Québec) was
rather muted at the beginning of
the crisis, their tone has changed
now as the whole sector gets ready
for the anticipated “second wave.”

This all happens amid sectoral
bargaining, and the union is not
backing down from their demands
for improvements in staffing, pay
for those at the lowest end of the
pay scale and general reinvest-
ment in the public sector. Francois
Legault’s right-wing provincial gov-
ernment has so far refused to play
ball, but the struggle will certainly
come to a head sooner rather than
later as workers make the links
between the massive numbers
of COVID-related deaths within
provincial institutions, extremely
high rates of infection among
healthcare workers (representing
one quarter of all infections) and
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QUEBEC LABOUR
FIGHTING BACK,
FOR A PEOPLE’S RECOVERY

the general state of public health
under austerity.

Many healthcare workers have
already won back their right to
take vacations, through a series of
protests outside their workplaces
during the month of May. In the
private long-term care (LTC) sector,
things are also heating up as 500
low-wage workers working in seven
LTC homes owned by Chartwell, the
largest LTC company in Québec,
went on strike on July 10. The work-
ers, members of unions affiliated to
the Fédération des travailleurs et
travailleuses du Québec (FTQ), are
including among their demands a
starting wage of $15 per hour.

Across the country, some of
the largest companies in Canada
have started to roll back the so-
called “hero pay” bonuses. Olymel
is a multinational meat-packing
company with 4,000 employees
in Québec. Workers there are rep-
resented by the Confédération des
syndicats nationaux (CSN) and have
been fighting to get their bonus
back, presenting the company with
a petition signed by 2,500 union
members. Last year, 400 Olymel
factory workers went on a general
strike for over 50 days — they are
not afraid of a fight.

There have been many other
COVID-related wage battles. Work-
ers at Dollarama won their fight
to maintain their bonus after a
well-covered media campaign led
by the Immigrant Workers Center
and the Temporary Agency Work-
ers Association. On the 10th of
July, CSN-affiliated workers at the
CACTUS community organisation
won a $3.50 an hour “hero pay”
raise, retroactive all the way back
to the first of April. Community
workers — often a highly precari-
ous, low-waged and non-unionised
sector — showed that real material
gains can be won through militant,
class struggle unionism.
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Home-based daycare workers
held a one-day strike on the 18th of
June, amidst frustrating contract
negotiations with the provincial
government. The largely subsi-
dised daycare sector in Québec
— a historic win for the feminist
movement — has in some ways been
built on the backs of these workers,
who work extremely long hours for
incomes that do not add up to the
minimum wage.

Industrial workers are also part
of the upsurge in militant workplace
action. On the 30th of June, over
1,100 dockworkers at the Port of
Montréal launched a 40-hour strike
amidst contract negotiations. The
workers, represented by CUPE,
gave the union a strike mandate
in December 2018 and finally
put it into effect 19 months later.
The shipping industry has been
extremely hard hit by the COVID-19
crisis, as supply chains have been
severely compromised by the inter-
national nature of the pandemic.
Bosses will use this as an excuse

Community workers - often a highly
precarious, low-waged and non-unionised
sector = showed that real material gains
can be won through militant, class
struggle unionism.
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to low-ball contract offers, cut jobs
and otherwise push through their
agendas at the bargaining table.
On the 18th of June, the four
largest Québec trade union federa-
tions — the CSN, FTQ, Centrale des
syndicats du Québec (CSQ) and
Centrale des syndicats démocra-
tiques (CSD) — published a joint
op-ed on the provincial govern-
ment’s COVID-19 stimulus pack-
age. They rightfully criticised the
package for leaving out women
workers through its limited focus
on infrastructure spending, which
is a male-dominated industry.
The unions’ joint call to rebuild
local manufacturing, with strong
intervention and central planning,
runs against the current trends in
neoliberal governance and echoes
the demands of social movements
for good jobs, the development of
green industry and a turn away
from the tyranny of private capi-
talist interests controlling what
is produced, where and how. The
unions are also calling for stricter

control and monitoring over how
bailout money is spent by private
companies, specifically targeting
stock buy-backs and tax evasion.

In reality, these union federa-
tions are working on a fairly lim-
ited basis of unity. They represent
millions of workers whose interests
are certainly wider than is shown
in the barely 800-word op-ed. But
the leadership may, in turn, be sur-
prised by the militancy of the union
membership as the recession turns
into a deeper crisis and workers are
forced to choose between silently
accepting the further curtailment
of democracy, drops in wages and
massive unemployment, or fighting
against those who are responsible
for it all.

When we add to this the thou-
sands of COVID-related deaths and
the apprehension of a second wave,
it’s fair to say that workplaces are
not about to be peaceful centres for
the accumulation of capital.
People’s Voice @
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Let’s make our voice loud,

by bringing our strength and power

to the forefront!

The Coronavirus epidemic has forced
all capitalist countries, including the
Islamic Republic, to hide their econom-
ic crisis under the pretext of [COVID-
19]. While the epidemic conditions in
Iran, which have claimed thousands
of lives, and put millions at risk of
contracting Coronavirus, poverty and
hunger have made the lives of millions
miserable.

There were countless labour protests
prior to the outbreak of Coronavirus in Iran,
including two social uprisings by the poor
and lower class of society in December 2017,
and November 2019, which much more
deepened the society’s gap with the Islamic
regime. With the spread of Coronavirus,
social distancing, and quarantining, the
Islamic Republic tried to use the virus to
cover up its faults and save itself while not
providing any basic health items and safety
facilities in society.

The Islamic regime for its survival, has
imposed the labour wage at least five times
below the poverty line; pressured political
prisoners, and intensified their torture and
harassment and ill-treatment of women,
students, teachers. It has suppressed social
protestors, by whippings and fines for work-
ers, and attempted to execute the detainees
of November 2019. These are all obvious
examples of the regimes’ efforts to main-
tain its grip on power. In this regard, at the
international level, and in the eyes of the
international community, the regime has
fallen into despair.

International

THE HAFT TAPPEH WORKERS’
VOICE IS OUR VOICE!

Because of the arrest of tens of thousands
and massacre of hundreds in the November
2019 public protest, once again the people’s
uprising has been buried in the ashes to be
ignited at another time. The [COVID-19]
epidemic created an inevitable pause in the
continuation of the social protests, during
which the Islamic regime, under the guise
of [pandemic], tried to buy the opportunity,
and use it to repair its shaky foundations.
Unaware that the living conditions of the
workers and the livelihood of the majority
of society and the inevitable struggle around
it even in the Corona conditions, also will
deprive the capitalists and the Islamic regime
of their sleep.

The workers’ protests and strikes of the
coal-miners in Kerman, municipal workers,
railroad workers (construction line and rail-
way workers), Aazaraab workers, Hospital
workers, and Hospital service employees
(social workers), building construction work-
ers, and now the Haft Tappeh Sugarcane
workers’ strike have reiterated once more,
that capitalism’s crisis and the failures of the
Islamic regime in the context of Coronavirus
conditions, have threatened the lives and
existence of the working people.

The Strike of the Haft Tappeh workers
which started on 15th June, in the affected
Corona province of Khuzestan, clearly
articulated their demands. Their demands
are related to the lives and existence of the
majority of the Iranian people, and we are
obliged to join and support them.

The struggle against embezzlement and
theft which is rooted within the Islamic
regime, as well as the struggle against
capitalist privatisation, and job cuts in the

labour force, will violate the livelihood of the
majority of society, and lead to unemploy-
ment and an increase in the reserve army of
unemployed. Thanks to the struggles of the
Haft Tappeh, Ahwaz’ Foulad (steel) workers,
Hepco of Arak, Machinery of Tabriz, and
Aazaraab workers, and the miners’, these
have to become the top social demands of
society today.

Our common demands are tied only to
struggles of our million workers. Capital-
ism and the reactionary Islamic Republic
are weak and incapable of confronting our
huge power with any degree of repressive
force at its disposal; it will not be able to
defeat us. We had two uprising experiences
of the poor and lower-classes in December
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2017, and November 2019, and thousands
of protest movements, including the strikes
of several weeks in 2017, by the workers of
Haft Tappeh and Foulad (steel) of Ahwaz
in the province of Khuzestan. Let’s use our
experiences and liberate our society in favour
of freedom and public welfare.

Our struggle has forced the regime to
repeal the sentences of the imprisoned work-
ers. Our struggle forced the embezzlers to
respond and to be accountable.

The Haft Tappeh workers’ voice is our
voice!

Let’s make it loud by bringing our million-
strong forces to the streets and to show by
actions, that we are all Haft Tappehist!
Alternative Workers News-lran &

WHITE HELMETS CO-FOUNDER
STOLE AID MONEY DESTINED FOR SYRIA

As Western governments
opened their chequebooks
for the White Helmets — a
controversial “rescue organ-
isation” in Syria — their co-
founder used the cash to top
up his wage and even finance
his wedding, according to a
Dutch report.

Days before he plunged from
a window in Istanbul to his death
last year, White Helmets co-
founder and British mercenary
James Le Mesurier admitted to
defrauding Mayday Rescue, an
organisation that fund-raised
for the anti-government rescue
group in Syria.

According to documents
seen by Dutch newspaper De
Volkskrant, Le Mesurier told
an accountant sent to audit the
charity’s books that he forged
receipts for US$50,000, pretend-
ing that it was sent to finance an
evacuation operation in Syria.
Instead, the money was paid to

Le Mesurier himself. In addi-
tion to paying himself a salary

of €24,000 (US$27,414) per
month, Le Mesurier dipped into
company cash to finance a lavish
wedding in Istanbul in 2018, and
to issue loans to his new wife,
former diplomat Emma Winberg,
the report claims.

The accountant sent to inves-
tigate Mayday found that “tens
of thousands of dollars in cash”
were withdrawn to pay for the
“fairy tale wedding.”

Meanwhile, governments
across the Western world were
lining up to support Mayday, and
channel money to the White Hel-
mets. According to a 2018 report
by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the organisation took in
$127 million between 2014 and
2018, with only US$19 million
of this haul coming from non-
state donors. The government of
the Netherlands paid out almost
US$11.5 million in this period,

while similar donations flowed
in from Germany, Great Britain,
Canada, Qatar, and others.

Despite being hailed as fear-
less rescue workers, the White
Helmets have been accused of
partnering with Al-Qaeda. Oper-
ating exclusively in rebel-held
territory, the group’s mem-
bers have been photographed
posing with jihadists and have
been accused of staging chemi-
cal weapons attacks to draw in
Western forces against Syrian
President Bashar Assad.

Le Mesurier’s death was
deemed a suicide by Turk-
ish authorities. Shortly after-
wards, a number of countries
that had donated to Mayday
demanded an accountant have
another look over the organisa-
tion’s books. According to De
Volkskrant, this probe found
that most of Mayday’s financial
records are “missing.” Dona-
tions were not just handed to

the organisation in Amsterdam
and forwarded to Syria, but
distributed through a network
of commercial organisation in
Turkey and Dubai.

In a letter to donors, Le
Mesurier admitted to swindling
them out of their cash, but main-
tained the fraud wasn’t com-
mitted on purpose. After these
donors discovered their cash
had disappeared, they kept the
inquiry into Mayday secret, De
Volkskrant reported.

The Dutch government
pulled its funding from Mayday
Rescue almost a year before Le
Mesurier admitted the fraud
and killed himself. The govern-
ment in The Hague will not
transfer a final subsidy of more
than €57,000 (US$65,200) to
the organisation, while Germany
is attempting to claim nearly
€50,000 (US$57,200) back. Cor
Vrieswijk, Mayday’s new admin-
istrator, told De Volkskrant that

the charity will be dissolved in
the coming months.

President Assad claimed last
November that Le Mesurier’s
death was no accident, stating
in an interview that the former
soldier and mercenary may have
been killed because he “knew
major secrets.” What Le Mesur-
ier may or may not have known
is anyone’s guess, but his death
and the subsequent investigation
into Mayday has not dried up the
White Helmets’ funding.

The group is reportedly
receiving subsidies from West-
ern governments through other
organisations. At present its
members are occupied with
fighting the coronavirus outbreak
in Syria. However, that hasn’t
stopped its leadership from lob-
bying the US government against
Assad and pressing for the main-
tenance of sanctions, even amid
the pandemic.
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