
MORRISON SHOWCASES 
HYPOCRITICAL 

“REFUGEE” STANCE
Seamus Carey

On the 9th July, Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison held a press conference at 
which he announced the suspension 
of Australia’s extradition agreement 
with the Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region (HKSAR) of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, as well as the 
extension of skilled and graduate visas 
for Hong Kong residents by fi ve years 
followed by a pathway to permanent 
residency in Australia.

Mr Morrison attributed the cause for 
these policy changes to “an acknowledgement 
of the fundamental change of circumstances 
in relation to Hong Kong because of the 
new security law”, namely that the recently 
passed law on national security “undermines 
the One Country, Two Systems framework, 
and Hong Kong’s own basic law and the 
high degree of autonomy guaranteed in the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration”.

Mr Morrison described the view that 
the law contradicts these three things as “a 
shared view of many countries.”

In reference to “citizens of Hong Kong 
who may be looking to move elsewhere,” Mr 
Morrison claimed “Australia has always been 
a very welcoming country to such people from 
all around the world, and our immigration 
system is the best in the world.”

It is diffi  cult to decipher what meaning of 
“such people” would make this statement one 
which comes anywhere near to refl ecting the 
facts of Australia’s immigration record. But 
it is clear that Morrison is happy to disagree 
with the shared view of many countries (and 
Australians) that in fact Australia has often 
not been “very welcoming,” and Australia’s 
immigration system is not “the best in the 
world.” The White Australia policy and the 
issue of human rights violations in the off -
shore detention centres are just two of the 
most obvious examples from our respective 
past and present.

The allegation that China’s law on 
national security undermines the principle 
of One Country, Two Systems is an outra-
geous and hypocritical claim. There is no 
“One Country, Two Systems” without “One 
Country,” yet the so called “pro-democracy 
protesters”, praised and supported by the 
US camp, are led by extremist separatists 
who by defi nition wish to destroy the “One 
Country” principle. Foreign observers and 
governments, as well as the separatist riot-
ers in the Hong Kong opposition, have no 
right to treat “One Country, Two Systems” 
as a phrase to throw around in pursuit of 
their interests while they have no respect 
for its content.

The US government and its followers such 
as Morrison claim that the national security 
law puts an end to “Two Systems” because it 
supposedly violates Hong Kong’s Basic Law, 
the document which outlines Hong Kong’s 
political and economic system, and as such 
it undermines that system’s autonomy from 
the socialist system of the Chinese mainland. 
This claim falls apart upon investigation.

The Basic Law was developed during the 
period of British colonial rule over Hong 
Kong, as a result of the Sino-British Joint 
Declaration in 1984. It was developed over 
the following fi ve years by a committee 
consisting of experts from both Hong Kong 
and the mainland, and went through several 
rounds of public consultation conducted by a 
separate committee consisting solely of Hong 
Kong people. It was offi  cially promulgated in 
1990, and came into force with the return of 
Hong Kong to Chinese sovereignty in 1997, 
an event which demonstrated that the Basic 
Law was accepted by the British as meeting 
the terms of the Joint Declaration.

The new security legislation has been 
made in accordance with Article 18 of the 
Basic Law, which like all of the Articles 
has remained unmodifi ed since the 1990 
promulgation. It provides conditions for the 

central government to add to Annex III of the 
Basic Law in consultation with the HKSAR 
government. It also states that in the case 
of “turmoil within the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region which endangers 
national unity or security and is beyond the 
control of the government of the Region” 
the central government may decide to apply 
“the relevant national laws in the Region”.

Although Article 23 of the Basic Law 
declared that the HKSAR government had 
a responsibility to “enact laws on its own to 
prohibit any act of treason, secession, sedi-
tion, subversion against the Central People’s 
Government” amongst other things, it has 
failed to do so due to sustained disruption 
by the political opposition. The central 
government has been forced to step in and 
exercise its jurisdiction over matters of 
national security – although it is important 
to note that this does not negate the fact that 
the HKSAR government still has the same 
overdue responsibility to make laws of its 
own in this regard. This is another example 
of the hypocrisy of the opposition and their 
backers, who appeal to the authority of the 
Basic Law whilst themselves deliberately 
impeding its implementation.

Finally, the last of the three things 

Morrison referred to was the aforementioned 
Sino-British Joint Declaration of 1984. By 
referring to it in this context, Morrison 
appears to be upholding the current British 
conception of the Declaration, which is to 
claim that it is a binding treaty that remains 
in force today. This is despite the fact that 
China has always rejected this conception 
of the Declaration, and for good reason: the 
very purpose of the Declaration was to set 
up the conditions to end all British claims 
of sovereignty over Chinese territory, and 
return Hong Kong to Chinese sovereignty. 
For the UK to claim that the document, 
which almost entirely pertains to internal 
aff airs of Hong Kong, remains of continuing 
legal signifi cance, makes a mockery of any 
notion of sovereignty. It is unconscionable 
for any country to claim they recognise a 
country’s sovereignty over part of its own 
territory, whilst simultaneously claiming 
they continue to have a say in the internal 
aff airs of that territory.

So does any aspect of Morrison’s “shared 
view” about China’s security law stand up 
to scrutiny? Sadly, whether it does or not 
seems to be irrelevant in our country at the 
present time. 
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DEATHS IN 
CUSTODY

Last Monday, a coronial inquest into the 2017 death 
of a young Gomeroi and Wakka Wakka Man, Tane 
Chatfi eld, began. The outcome of this inquest won’t 
be known prior to the printing of this editorial but 
it is a story that is sadly all too familiar in Australia.

Chatfi eld, 22, had been in remand at the Tamworth 
Correctional Centre for two years on charges of armed 
robbery before fi nally being given the chance to give 
evidence professing his innocence. According to 
Colin Chatfi eld, his father, via The Big Smoke eight 
witnesses couldn’t identify him as the perpetrator. 
Furthermore, his solicitor Peter Kemp held the belief 
that Chatfi eld was likely not to be found guilty as “he 
gave credible and convincing evidence in his defence 
in his trial.”

Chatfi eld was in a positive mood about the out-
come of the trial. According to the Armidale Express, 
Chatfi eld told his parents “I’m coming home,” giving 
them the “‘thumbs-up’ sign, smiling, winking, as if he 
was winning, kicking goals in the courtroom.” 

However, despite the positivity surrounding 
the case, a happy ending was not to be. Less than 
twenty-four hours after Chatfi eld gave evidence of 
his innocence, he had reportedly had a seizure and 
was sent to Tamworth Base Hospital. He was moved 
to a new cell the next morning but he was found dead 
shortly after his return. The death was ruled a sui-
cide, the result of a hanging. What was looking to be 
the next chapter of a young man’s life ended in him 
becoming another statistic.

According to the Armidale Express, Chatfi eld “was 
the fourth Aboriginal person to die in NSW custody 
in the two years before September 2017, and, NSW 
Corrective Services stated, the fi rst suicide in their 
custody since 2010. One more Indigenous man died in 
NSW custody last year.” Furthermore, “147 Indigenous 
people died in custody across Australia between 2008 
and 2018 […] [and] [m]ore than half – including Tane 
Chatfi eld – had not been convicted of a crime.”

The death, however, raised more questions than 
answers.  Greens MLC David Shoebridge told NSW 
parliament that despite the reports of ruling the death 
a suicide the injuries, such as bruising on Chatfi eld’s 
shoulders, and blood and skin under his fi ngernails, 
were inconsistent with such fi ndings. According to 
Chatfi eld’s parents, several inmates heard him “swear-
ing and screaming” and then suddenly the noise just 
stopped. 

Furthermore, Chatfi eld didn’t have a history of 
seizures and his parents weren’t informed that he 
was in hospital. 

Chatfi eld’s death was investigated by the Corrective 
Services Internal Investigations Unit, the police, and 
Justice Health (Corrective Services health provider) 
who, unsurprisingly, found no foul-play.

The Chatfi eld family fi nally have another shot at 
justice, but when it comes to Black deaths in custody, 
history is not on their side. The Chatfi elds hope that 
the coroner will investigate the case thoroughly and 
if its fi ndings are inconclusive, demand that the case 
be referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions.

What has happened to Tane Chatfi eld is what hap-
pened to Joyce Clarke, Ms Dhu, David Dungay, Rebecca 
Maher, Wayne Fella Morrison, T J Hickey, Mulrunji, 
Mark Mason, Eddie Murray, John Pat, David John 
Gundy, Veronica Baxter, and so many others. Many of 
these cases bear a striking resemblance to Chatfi eld’s.

However, what other results are to be expected 
when cops are investigating cops? In fact, under what 
situation would anyone investigating themselves of 
wrong-doing be permissible? Lenin spoke of the 
state as “a power” that places itself “above [society]” 
which in turn “alienates itself more and more from 
it.” This power consists of, according to Lenin, “of 
special bodies of armed men,” such as the police. Thus, 
how likely is it that these “special bodies,” which are 
state functionaries, would fi nd themselves (that is, 
the state) guilty of its own crimes? Not very. 

The CPA calls on the government to adopt the 
fi ndings of the Royal commission into Black Deaths 
in Custody which include, but are not limited to, 
“rigourous and accountable investigations and a 
comprehensive coronial inquir[ies].”
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The Australian Government’s increase in mili-
tary expenditure is pure fear-mongering and 
compromises urgent social needs.

The objective to project signifi cant military power 
far from Australia’s shores only contributes to regional 
instability while undermining our security and peace-
ful relations with our neighbours.

The Morrison government’s decision to spend 
$575 billion on the Defence budget over the next ten 
years to 2029-30, including $279 billion in defence 
capabilities, is of great concern to the Independent 
and Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN).

“There are numerable pressing issues impact-
ing on the well-being of Australians that are more 
deserving of such budgetary investments. That the 
federal government has committed to spending this 
eye-watering amount over the next decade in the midst 
of a massive health and economic crisis makes it all 
the more extraordinary”, stated IPAN spokesperson 
Dr Vince Scappatura.

“Prime Minister Scott Morrison invoked the spec-
tre of the 1930s and 1940s collapse of the global and 
regional order to justify the largesse bestowed on the 
Defence portfolio, but Australia’s security environ-
ment in no way refl ects such dire circumstances”, 
stated Dr Scappatura.

IPAN does not support the Defence Department’s 
decision to signifi cantly expand the ADF’s force-pro-
jection capabilities, including in expeditionary combat 
and the acquisition of long-range strike capabilities 
and ballistic missile defence systems that are clearly 
directed at China.

“The strategic priorities, threat assessment and 
capability investments detailed in 2020 Defence 
Strategic Update and Force Structure Plan indicate 
that the government’s priority is not the defence of 
Australia, but the exercise of military power and 
infl uence in support of America’s quest to maintain 
its regional dominance”, explained Dr Scappatura.

The Defence Update reconceptualises Australia’s 
“immediate region” and area of direct strategic inter-
est to the mainland and maritime areas covering the 

north-eastern Indian Ocean, South East Asia and the 
South West Pacifi c. Defence’s strategic objectives are 
to deploy its military power in this vast expanse and 
beyond in order to shape, deter and respond with 
credible military force.

“This is not a strategy to defend Australia. The 
acquisition of long-range strike weapons and ballistic 
missile defence systems can only be credibly employed 
in the defence of American military bases, assets and 
infrastructure hosted by Australia, as well as deployed 
Australian forces, involved in off ensive action against 
China”, stated Dr Scappatura.

IPAN urges the Australian government to respond 
to increasing great power competition and regional 
instability via increased eff orts in diplomacy, aid 
and multilateralism. Australia’s goal should be to 
de-escalate strategic rivalry, not contribute to the 
further militarisation of the region.

“This new defence strategy is being construed by 
the government as providing an independent and sov-
ereign military capability to defend Australia’s inter-
ests. It can be more readily understood as a response 
to pressure from Washington, and the pro-US lobby 
in Australia, to join in America’s eff orts to contain 
China’s rise. Australia, as in the past, is acting as 
America’s deputy sheriff ”, Dr Scappatura explained.

IPAN rejects the long-standing bi-partisan con-
sensus to submit Australia to assuming the role of 
America’s sub-imperial power. The Defence Depart-
ment should be directed to pursue a strategy that 
asserts an independent and peaceful role for Australia.

“We should be investing heavily in our diplomatic 
resources to build mutual trust and security in the 
region, not mobilising for war with China on behalf 
of the United States. The depiction of China as an 
ominous threat to Australia, coupled with signifi cant 
military preparations for force-projection and expe-
ditionary combat, contribute to rising tensions, fear 
and mistrust, increasing the likelihood of a devastating 
military confl ict in the region,” stated Dr Scappatura.
Media Interviews: Dr Vince Scappatura 0422 837 002
IPAN Media Liaison: Kathryn Kelly: 0417 269 984 
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Richard Titelius 

On 9th July, the Communist 
Party of Australia held its 
fi rst public event since COVID 
restrictions were lifted in 
Western Australia. The two 
topics which were chosen for 
the event included the one 
that is in everyone’s face and 
the other which continues 
to escalate but mostly in the 
background of the corporate 
media noise – the Coronavirus 
pandemic and climate change 
respectively.

The event was chaired by CPA 
member Dr Christopher Crouch 
who said the it was no accident 
that the two issues have come 
together at this time in human 
history. Dr Crouch quoted from a 
United Nations report released on 
6th July 2020: “The science is clear 
that if we keep exploiting wildlife 
and destroying our ecosystems, 
then we can expect to see a steady 
stream of these diseases jumping 
from animals to humans in the 
years ahead.” What happens in 
one sphere goes on to eff ect other 
spheres – however to eff ect mean-
ingful change, added Dr Crouch, 
“We need not just climate change 
but system change.”

The fi rst speaker introduced by 
the Chair was Paddy Cullen a well 
known environmental activist in 
WA who told the thirty people who 
came to listen to the presentation 
that the world is in a tug of war 
between those who stoke the fl ames 
of the climate emergency – the 

capitalists and those in government 
who prop them up, and those who 
fi ght against its consequences, fi re 
fi ghters, scientists and communi-
ties of ordinary people. The latter 
must pull together and pull harder 
against the other side to ensure the 
survival of our environment and 
our communities.

Cullen was also concerned our 
government had been prepared to 
listen to the advice of scientists and 
medical experts over how to control 
and eliminate the eff ects of COVID-
19 but they have not been prepared 
to listen to the science on climate 
change – and now we also face an 
emergency over the climate. Cullen 
said that the science is not new and 
we have known since 1856 of the 
phenomenon of climate change 
when a scientist and campaigner 
for woman’s rights, Eunice Newton 
Foote of New York, discovered 
carbon dioxide warms the planet 
by putting two thermometers in the 
sun – one with carbon dioxide in 
it and one without. The tempera-
ture in the test tube with CO2 was 
warmer. It was not soon afterwards 
in 1859, in Pennsylvania, also in 
the USA, the fi rst producing oil 
well was capped.

In 1998 Paddy Cullen was 
in Thailand working on gibbon 
research when he observed the 
sky had been darkened from the 
forest fi res raging in Borneo some 
distance across an ocean to the 
east and later he visited Borneo 
while those fi res were continuing 
and was told people could not get 
anywhere near to control them as 

the fi res were so intense. In WA, 
he visited the Ningaloo Reef and 
in 2004, the Dampier Archipelago 
where he witnessed the eff ect which 
warming sea temperatures had 
on coral by bleaching them a pure 
white. Paddy has also been to the 
Pacifi c Islands where he had seen 
how rising sea levels had washed 
away burial grounds of their 
ancestors and killed the roots of 
their plants which provide them 
with food. They also experienced 
drought in the Pacifi c Islands as 
well as in Africa and Syria in the 
Middle East – events which can 
bring about economic hardship 
and armed confl ict over water and 
arable land. In WA, fi fty areas have 
been identifi ed over susceptibility to 
inundation from climate change – 
even the city of Rockingham where 
the state’s Premier, Mark McGowan 
has his electorate offi  ce. But noted, 
Cullen, WA is also one of the states 
which contributes the most to cli-
mate change as it is responsible for 

producing so much conventional 
gas through large scale projects 
such as the Browse basin, Gorgon 
fi eld, and the Burrup Peninsula 
near Karratha. When people did 
protest in WA the Environmental 
Protection Agency relented and 
said Chevron and Woodside should 
off set their carbon emissions. The 
big carbon emitters merely knocked 
on the door of the WA government 
and it relented with the proposed 
regulations, along with the Seven 
West Media, publisher of the states’ 
only daily newspaper, The West – 
which is heavily owned by mining 
and gas interests also supporting 
Big Carbon.

However, there is hope as many 
issues have become mainstream 
now, including climate change and 
more recently Black Lives Matter, 
Cancel the Rent, and Defund the 
Police and these have made con-
nections and links to environmental 
issues.

The second speaker was Elly 
Hulm, Branch Secretary Perth CPA, 
who said that community action 
around the climate emergency was 
positive but it alone will not solve 
the problem we are now facing. A 
change in the system is needed. 
There is a deep incompatibility 
between the action that is needed 
and capitalism that is driven by the 
never-ending pursuit of profi t; and 
the necessity for the economy to 
continuously expand to avoid the 
unavoidable crises.

While capitalism’s failures are 
being exposed by the pandemic, 
the need for a climate recovery is 
possible has also been exposed.

COVID-19 has shown that things 
can change very quickly for the 
worse as well as for the better as the 
seventeen per cent in global reduc-
tions of emissions in April 2020 has 
shown. While we don’t want to bring 
about the environmental change 
needed at the expense of human 
life through global pandemics, we 
cannot now aff ord to bounce back to 
a so-called “normal” as the climate 
crisis is continuing to accelerate. A 
new “normal” is needed. The last 
time the planet experienced a drop 
in emissions was during the GFC of 
2008/2009 only to rebound in 2010 
as the economy recovered leading 
to the emergence of a new, all-time 
high level of emissions.

There are no signs however 
that the will of the government 
has been moved by the pandemic. 
Under the cover of the COVID-19 
pandemic emergency, a raft of 
climate destructive policies has 
been progressed including in NSW, 
with the government approving an 
extension of longwall coal mining 
under the Woronora reservoir. 
In Victoria the state government 

lifted its moratorium on drilling for 
onshore conventional gas reserves.

Internationally further signs of 
a lack of will are evident. The UN’s 
annual climate summit, scheduled 
for November in Glasgow has been 
postponed until 2021 and it is not 
the only global climate meeting 
which has been disrupted. In the 
US the government and some parts 
of industry are calling for pollution 
abatement policies to be delayed 
and a relaxation of enforcement. 
The US has also rolled back on the 
car emissions rules which were a 
central piece of its eff orts to reduce 
gas emissions.

What makes sense to capital-
ism, rampant unplanned growth, 
an indiff erence to the consequences 
of production to maximise profi ts, 
cannot be reconciled with what is 
needed for a future that supports 
human life. Capital cannot control 
the laws of its own “free market 
economy” and its failures are being 
exposed by the pandemic. Climate 
change is not just an environmental 
issue, it is fundamentally a crisis of 
civilisation and for human survival.

Hulm noted also that earlier 
modelling looks now like it may 
have been conservative. Today 
there are many places which are 
approaching conditions where 
it will be diffi  cult for human life 
to exist. Heat and humidity are 
reaching levels that present a real 
climate hazard.

Yet while the very real eff ects 
of climate change are occurring 
and eff ecting the way we live, the 
government of Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison is increasing spending 
on the military budget by $270 
billion on the supposed spectre of 
an increasingly unstable world – 
the threat of war versus the real 
existential threat coming from 
climate change.  

This was contrasted against how 
socialist countries are responding 
to the climate crisis with prioritisa-
tion of climate action, constitutional 
changes for the conservation of the 
environment and the fi ght against 
climate change, which threatens 
the survival of the human species. 
Reforestation strategies, energy 
policy where the core concept is to 
rely less and less on hydrocarbons 
and give greater space in the energy 
balance to renewable sources like 
solar, wind, tide, and water play a 
part. Conservation systems being 
put into place from house level to 
the public sector and cooperative 
farms. 

To address the climate crisis a 
commitment to carbon neutrality 
is needed and it can’t happen under 
capitalism. Diff erent choices are 
made when people are put before 
profi ts. 
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The Guardian is running a competition: 
How would you spend $270 billion? On 
war preparations and killing machines? We 
would like to know how you would spend 
the money. You can tell us in an article, a 
shopping list, or in graphic form such as a 

cartoon, poster or meme, or you may have a 
better idea. Word limit is 500.
Enter now to win a $50 bookshop voucher or 
six-month subscription to the Guardian!
Good luck!

COMPETITION
HOW WOULD YOU SPEND $270 BILLION?

NAME: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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POSTAL ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PHONE: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I ……………………………….. , certify that the work submitted to the CPA’s 
How would you spend $270 billion? is my original work.

By submitting an entry I agree to the publication of 
my entry in the Guardian and on CPA’s social media.

SIGNED: …………………………………  DATE ………………………

Entries close at 5 pm on Wednesday 5th August 
but earlier submissions would be appreciated.

Entries should be sent editor@cpa.org.au or mailed to:
How would you spend? 74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills NSW 2010
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Anna Pha

Under bourgeois democracy, democratic 
and human rights are not a given, they 
have to be fought for and constantly 
defended. Part 1 of this series on 
democratic rights, provided examples of 
the attack on democratic rights carried 
out under the guise of fighting terrorism 
(Guardian #1923). Part 2 provides an 
overview of the erosion of a number 
of other democratic rights that are 
considered essential to a democratic 
society.

ABUSE AND TORTURE 
OF CHILDREN

The ABC Four Corners’ exposé of the 
treatment of children in the Don Dale Youth 
Detention Centre in the Northern Territory 
revealed the use of violence, torture, and soli-
tary confi nement against children aged from 
ten to sixteen years of age. It also exposed 
the racist nature of incarceration in the NT, 
with more than ninety per cent of the chil-
dren incarcerated being Indigenous at the 
time. Today 100 per cent of its detainees are 
Indigenous children.

The ABC report showed video of teen-
age boys being assaulted, stripped naked 
and tear-gassed by the very people whose 
care they were in. They were being held in 
isolation for up to seventy-two hours with 
no running water. There were instances of 
boys being hooded and shackled to a chair.

The Royal Commission that followed 
made a number of recommendations, includ-
ing that the Centre be closed. These have 
largely been ignored, including raising the 
age of criminal responsibility to twelve, and 
the age of detention to fourteen years old. 
The centre is still to close.

Co-chair of the Aboriginal-led justice 
coalition Change the Record, Cheryl Axleby, 
said it was disappointing the NT government 
was reintroducing “its failed ‘tough on crime’ 
policies that the Royal Commission criticised 
and ignoring the real solutions that could 
make our children and communities safer”.

This approach was “out of step with the 
rest of the world which is following medi-
cal and expert advice by raising the age of 
criminal responsibility, keeping children 
out of prison, and keeping them connected 
with school, health services and supporting 
families to stay together,” Axleby said.

Such appalling treatment of youth is not 
confi ned to Don Dale or the Northern Terri-
tory. There have been a number of reports 
of children being held in adult prisons and 
deaths in custody in several states.

There is currently a bill before Parliament 
to ratchet up ASIO’s powers in relation to 
“terrorism.” The bill expands the types of 
cases where ASIO can intervene and use its 
police powers to include espionage, politi-
cally motivated violence, and acts of foreign 
interference. It also includes a reduction in 
the age of children from sixteen to fourteen 
who can be taken in for questioning and held 
for up to two weeks without charge.

INDIGENOUS 
PERSECUTION

Discrimination against Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples remains rife. 
Not only are children being incarcerated at 
some of the highest rates of anywhere in the 
world but they are still being removed from 
their families.

There have been more than four hundred 
deaths in custody since the end of the Royal 
Commission in 1991 and there has not been a 
single conviction. They have been taken into 
custody for as little as alleged shop-lifting 
or drunkenness, and paid with their lives. 
Suicides are also far too common as a result 
of their treatment. Assimilation and geno-
cide are still being practised today, albeit at 
times in less overt forms than fi fty years ago.

The Northern Territory Intervention 
was used to stigmatise remote communities 

and control their lives. The basics and cash-
less cards – forms of income management 
– denied social security recipients control 
over their income. This was enforced without 
consultation with the communities aff ected.

The death of Floyd George in the USA that 
sparked the Black Lives Matter movement in 
the US has also seen widespread and ongoing 
protests in Australia. There is a determina-
tion to end racism and to win justice for 
Indigenous Australians amongst a growing 
number of non-Indigenous Australians.

ARBITRARY DETENTION
Cruel and fascistic is no exaggeration 

when it comes to the inhumane and puni-
tive detention of asylum seekers in off shore 
concentration camps. The UN refugee agency, 
UNHCR, has previously described the condi-
tions in the off shore camps as torture. Their 
incarceration is arbitrary, no charges have 
been laid, no court has handed down a ver-
dict or sentence. A government minister has 
ultimate power to decide their fate.

Legislation, currently before the Senate, 
seeks to amend the Immigration Act to give 
the Minister the power to arbitrarily declare 
certain things as prohibited in relation to 
detention facilities and detainees. The leg-
islation cites specifi c examples including 
mobile phones, SIM cards, computers and 
other electronic devices.

Prohibited things can be searched for 
and seized without a warrant, including the 
use of strip searches. The power to conduct 
searches of facilities (including detainees’ 
rooms and personal eff ects), without war-
rant or suspicion that there is a prohibited 
thing at the facility can also be conducted 
with the assistance of detector dogs.

Many of these asylum seekers are victims 
of trauma or torture or have diminished 
mental health as a result of prolonged and 
indefi nite detention. Some detainees have 
been held for as long as twelve years. Their 
phones are their only connection to families 
and the outside world. This is yet another 
callous, inhumane, and punitive measure.

The power to search a person, the per-
son’s clothing and any property under their 
immediate control may be exercised whether 
or not an offi  cer has any suspicion that the 
person has a prohibited thing, a weapon, 
escape aid or visa cancellation.

The UNHCR, in a submission to the 
Senate Legal and Constitutional Aff airs Leg-
islation Committee on 11th June this year, 
recommended that proposed amendments 
to Migration Act not be passed.

These measures are yet another contra-
vention of UN Conventions to which Australia 
is a party – the 1951 Convention relating to 
the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol 
(together, the Refugee Convention), as well 
as the 1954 Convention relating to the Status 
of Stateless Persons.

“The right to seek asylum, non-penalisa-
tion for irregular entry or stay, the rights to 
liberty and security of person, and freedom 
of movement and settlement – mean that 
the detention of asylum-seekers should be 
a measure of last resort, with liberty being 
the default position,” the UNHCR said in 
its submission.

“Detention for the sole reason that the 
person is seeking asylum is not lawful under 
international law.”

As the above example illustrates, the 
Australian Coalition government treats 
international law with contempt.

RIGHT TO PROTEST
The right to protest, to organise, hold 

picket lines, speak out, and to take other 
forms of action are basic human rights, offi  -
cially recognised by Australia under inter-
national law, but not in practice. There has 
been a considerable erosion of these basic 
democratic rights over recent decades by 
state and federal governments. 

Increasingly attempts are being made to 
outlaw protest actions. Not just rallies, but 
also community pickets if they relate to an 
industrial dispute.

For example, in NSW police have exces-
sive powers to stop, search, and detain 

protesters and seize property as well to shut 
down peaceful protests that obstruct traffi  c. 
An off ence of “interfering” with a mine or 
exploration site carries a penalty of up to 
seven years’ jail. At the same time resource 
companies that illegally mine are up for a 
maximum penalty of $5,000.

This and other legislation give police 
powers that go well beyond those required to 
maintain law and order. The aim is to protect 
the economic interests of corporations, in 
particular, mining, forestry, and developers.

The rights of communities, residents, and 
farmers are increasingly being overridden by 
fast-tracked approvals with scant regard for 
environmental consequences, sacred sites or 
those who are aff ected.

BIG BROTHER
Big Brother is getting bigger and bigger.
Legislation passed by the Howard gov-

ernment is wide open to abuse with report-
age of ASIO or police actions on “security” 
matters illegal and punishable by 10 years 
in jail – all in the name of fi ghting terror-
ism. Their detention, the questions, their 
answers are all top secret security matters, 
even if the person is not under suspicion, 
but might know something that might be 
of use to ASIO.

The Abbott government passed a bill 
expanding the defi nition of terrorist organi-
sation; lowering the threshold for arrest 
without warrant for “terrorism off ences”; 
and extending existing measures that were 
due to expire, including control orders, 
preventative detention orders, police stop, 
search and seizure powers and ASIO ques-
tioning and detention powers. (See Part 1 in 
last week’s Guardian)

METADATA RETENTION
Legislation passed in 2015 requires the 

retention of users’ metadata, including inter-
net-browsing histories, by communications 
providers such as Telstra and Google’s Gmail.

The bill was touted as being necessary 
for national security. The legislation named 
20 security-related agencies as having the 
power to request metadata, but the Com-
munications Alliance reports at least 80 
government agencies requesting metadata. 
They have used a backdoor in the legislation.

The list of organisations seeking metadata 
under the 2015 legislation extending beyond 
the named agencies includes Centrelink, 
the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission, NSW Family and Community 
Services, and anti-corruption bodies.

It is hard to believe that all of these 
requests relate to suspected terrorism 

off ences. They appear to have more to do 
with hounding trade unions in the construc-
tion industry and pursuing social security 
recipients – a very dangerous encroachment 
on democratic rights and abuse of the stated 
intent of the legislation.

At the time of the 2015 legislation the 
Guardian warned that one of the uses of 
the legislation would be to pursue whistle 
blowers, journalists and their sources as 
they exposed fraud, corruption and other 
information in the public interest.

SURVEILLANCE
The Telecommunications Interception 

and Access Act (TIAA) requires internet 
service providers to store the contents of all 
electronic communications for two years and 
to make them available to ASIO and other 
government agencies. The TIAA originally 
applied to the Australian Federal Police and 
national spy agency ASIO. Today it gives 
extraordinary surveillance and other powers 
to more than 20 agencies.

Much of the data collection remains 
unregulated, some of it is carried out by 
private agencies on behalf of government, 
and the public are unaware of what records 
are kept on their personal lives.

The government claims it is necessary 
to give ASIO and other security and polic-
ing bodies greater surveillance powers to 
counter terrorism and pursue criminals, in 
particular paedophiles. Historically, the focus 
of ASIO spying has been on communists, 
trade unionists, and other political activists 
who might challenge the system.

Successive amendments to telecommu-
nications, spy and other legislation have and 
continue to weaken protection and account-
ability. This will not change. The federal 
government is not interested in providing 
those protections. It is assisting the corpo-
rate sector in its collection and use of private 
information.

The Australian Privacy Foundation put 
forward four basic principles regarding 
surveillance: Justifi cation, Proportionality, 
Controls, Accountability. Unfortunately, all 
of these are missing in the battery of ASIO 
legislation.

Amendments to the National Security 
Legislation passed with bipartisan support 
in 2014, give ASIO the power to copy, delete 
or modify data held on any computer cov-
ered by a warrant. The Act allows for ASIO 
to store the content of communications – 
going well beyond the storage of metadata 
by internet providers.

The Senate was expected to debate the 
fi nal bill before they had been given a copy, 

Australia

WAR ON DEMOCRATIC 

Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton described lawyers defending asylum seekers as 
“un-Australian.”
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The right to protest, to 
organise, hold picket 

lines, speak out, and to 
take other forms of action 
are basic human rights, 

officially recognised 
by Australia under 
international law, 
but not in practice.

RIGHTS – PART 2

not the fi rst time such a stunt has been pulled 
by the government.

There is nothing in the legislation that 
would prevent ASIO and other agencies 
using these powers against communists, 
trade unionists, student groups and others, 
who might express dissent or question the 
capitalist system.

These powers are being introduced with 
longer term aims in mind, such as suppress-
ing any dissent to the government’s austerity 
programs before it can take hold and pose 
a threat to the ruling class and the capital-
ist system.

ENCRYPTION
The freedom of journalists and whistle 

blowers to act without fear and the right of 
the public to know go to the heart of any 
democratic society. So too do the rights to 
privacy, freedom of speech and religion – 
all of which are threatened by the 2015 bill 
on encryption.

The metadata bill was only the thin edge 
of the wedge, relating to record keeping of 
communications. The decryption bill fol-
lowed. Its aim is to provide ASIO, the police 
and other agencies with access to the content 
of private, encrypted communications.

The bill applies across-the-board to 
businesses and government departments, 
advocacy and community groups and indi-
viduals. It purports to be targeting terror-
ist and serious criminal activity but the 
wording is so open and it provides for so 
little accountability, that it could be used 
for any purpose.

The aim of the legislation is to enable the 
police to be able to decrypt or decode and 
gain access to encrypted communications. 
To do this, it is necessary for the technol-
ogy company to insert software capable of 
breaking the encryption – a backdoor way in.

ATTACK ON 
WHISTLE BLOWERS

The freedom to criticise governments 
and expose criminal acts of the state is a 
basic democratic right, one that is also being 
undermined. Whistle blowers are increas-
ingly coming under attack when acting in the 
public interest and revealing state crimes. 
So too are their legal representatives and the 
journalists who report such crimes.

Julian Assange is facing extradition to 
the US. His “crime” was to publish informa-
tion that he received that was in the public 
interest. The recent Federal Police raids on 
the ABC and a News Ltd journalist’s home 
are two other examples.

Witness K in the East Timor bugging 
case and their legal representative Bernard 
Collaery are being prosecuted. Their cases 
are shrouded in secrecy. It is impossible for 
Collaery and Witness K to defend themselves. 
Under Australia’s federal National Security 
and Information Act public accountability 
and transparency are denied. The court 
hearings will be held in camera.

The legal processes being used to 
prosecute Collaery and Witness K bare no 
resemblance to justice. Under the Act, the 
defendants have no right of access to the 

prosecution case, making it impossible to 
respond to the charges. The case constitutes 
a gross injustice, an attack on the legal pro-
fession as well as the defendant, and whistle 
blower.

It is in the public interest to know if our 
government is committing international 
crimes or carrying out immoral and unethi-
cal acts. Transparency and accountability are 
central to any democracy, even a bourgeois 
or capitalist democracy.

The government must act to protect whis-
tle blowers and their sources if governments 
and other public agencies and corporations 
are to be kept accountable.

UNDERMINING 
THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM
It is not just the legal profession that 

is increasingly coming under attack. The 
judicial system is also being white-anted in 
several ways.

Firstly, government legislation is increas-
ingly introducing mandatory jail sentences, 
thus removing the judicial powers of judges 
to consider the circumstances and use their 
discretion.

The Family Court is in the process of 
being destroyed, breaking down the special-
ised body of accumulated expertise, which is 
of particular benefi t to women and children.

The judiciary exists to interpret the law, 
pass judgement in non-jury cases and hand 
down sentences following a guilty verdict. 
Governments exist to make the laws. This 
separation of powers is seen as an integral 
component of Australia’s claim to be a 
democracy.

Increasingly, federal ministers have been 
criticising judges, and putting them under 
political pressure. Home Aff airs Minister 
Peter Dutton, for example, described lawyers 
defending asylum seekers as “un-Australian.”

Commenting on Dutton’s statement, Bar-
rister Laura Neil said, “Every time Ministers 
attack lawyers who are defending vulnerable 
clients, with cries of ‘lawfare’ and the like, 
people need to understand that their govern-
ment is in fact seeking to ensure that it can 
break the law with impunity.”

Dutton in one comment in support of the 
ASIO legislation said that he would ensure 
that agencies dealt with threats from “right-
wing lunatics or left-wing lunatics.” He did 
not specify what he meant by “left-wing 
lunatics.” It is clear that he is not referring 
to genuine terrorists. Dutton’s concept of 
“terrorist” probably includes militant trade 
unionists and communists.

The above is by no means a comprehen-
sive list of the encroachment on democratic 
rights that is underway. The above list does 
not include the extensive loss of trade union 
and workers’ rights which has been reported 
on in the Guardian on numerous occasions.

The trend towards a police state is accel-
erating, with governments and their agencies 
already having an arsenal of powers to hit 
the working class with when they so choose. 
This gives the working class and its political 
and mass organisations little time to build a 
united front to defeat the laws and restore 
basic human rights before it is too late. 

LOSS OF DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
Some trends
In the name of fi ghting terrorism
• Silencing dissent
• Gagging of media – raids on homes and workplaces
• Lack of transparency and public accountability
• Reversal of onus of proof
• Replacement of proof with suspicion “on reasonable grounds”
• Arbitrary detention without a court order
• Defi nition of “terrorism” so broad that it could rope in industrial action by groups 

such as nurses, police, etc.
• Proscription of organisations and blocking of fi nancial support
• Hefty punitive provisions with massive fi nes and jail sentences
• Broad defi nitions of sedition and treason that could cover almost any action or 

criticism of the system, government actions or challenges to status quo
• Prohibition and punishment for advocacy of “terror” – ie silencing dissent
• ASIO given the power to intercept email, voicemail and MS messages without a 

warrant
• Reversal of onus of proof
• Presumption of innocence turned on its head
• Bypassing the judicial processes
• Increased ministerial, ASIO and police powers
• Denial of the right to silence and not self-incriminate
• Denial of right to be heard
• Denial of right to access of “evidence” being used 
• Denial of right to lawyer of own choosing
• Shift to mandatory sentencing, removing the discretionary powers of judges
• Freedom of speech denied
• Guilt by association
• ASIO, an intelligence organisation given police powers
• Detention without charge
• Shift of powers from courts to executive government (Attorney General or Home 

Affairs Minister)

Other measures
• Right to strike effectively outlawed
• Persecution of whistleblowers
• Outlawing of pickets by unions
• Outlawing of industrial pickets by community groups
• Press freedom under attack
• Stop and search powers without warrant
• Children in solitary confi nement
• Torture
• Control and income management
• Racism
• Lack of transparency and accountability
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On 2nd July, the Glebe Youth Service 
(GYS) welcomed a representative from 
the Communist Party of Australia to 
speak briefl y to the staff  at the cen-
tre. We explained that we were from 
the CPA and that we were gifting the 
Glebe Youth Service with 500 masks 
given to us by the Communist Party 
of China.  The co-coordinator of the 
service, Keiran Kevans, and one other 
staff  member, Eloise, were accompa-
nied by Beatrix and Bridie, two social 
work students from Western Sydney 
University on secondment to the GYS.

Eloise explained that while the COVID-
19 restrictions are still in place, they are 
not able to off er the many services they 
usually provide for local young people so 
in the meantime they have become a food 
distributor to needy families, many of whom 
are Aboriginal.  The masks will be used for 
volunteers when they distribute and for 
participants at the centre for activities to 
provide a healthy place for recreation for 
the young of Glebe. The co-coordinator 
expressed his deep gratitude to us for the 
masks. 

GLEBE YOUTH SERVICE RECEIVES 
CHINESE SURGICAL MASKS

The federal government has been 
warned of another 6,000 aviation job 
losses beyond September if it does 
not step in to support the industry, 
this time in ground handling. The 
warning follows 6,000 Qantas work-
er redundancies and urgent appeals 
from unions and employers across 
the aviation industry for an Aviation-
Keeper payment scheme to keep peo-
ple in jobs.

As reported in The Australian, an alli-
ance of six ground handling companies 
raised the alarm to Deputy Prime Minister 
and Transport Minister Michael McCormack 
three weeks ago, to which he acknowledged 
that aviation has been one of the hardest hit 
industries but off ered no assurance that the 
government will take steps to avoid those 
job losses.

Transport Workers’ Union National 

Secretary Michael Kaine says the Transport 
Minister’s refusal to listen to the industry he 
represents will have catastrophic consequenc-
es for the economy. “Michael McCormack is 
burying his head in the sand. All evidence 
points to the aviation industry suff ering the 
longest and being last to recover from this 
pandemic. No one, not least the Transport 
Minister, can be under any illusion that 
the dozens of aviation companies and the 
thousands of aviation workers will be able 
to survive the next year without government 
intervention.”

On 7th July a cohort of 16 unions and 
aviation companies wrote to the federal 
government calling for an AviationKeeper 
payment scheme to ensure the well-trained, 
experienced aviation workforce will be ready 
to fl y again when air travel resumes. So far, 
the federal government has failed to respond 
to the letter.

McCormack was also reported to have 
said ground handling companies should have 
been looked after by airlines, citing the tax 
relief they received months ago.

“Now is not the time for McCormack to 
lead the charge back to market-based dogma 
in a market that is clearly broken. Clarity, 
certainty and readiness are what this crucial 
industry needs and AviationKeeper provides 
it. Platitudes and weak, desperate references 
to trickle down solutions will not cut it.

“Virgin Australia went into voluntary 
administration and Qantas prematurely 
announced 6,000 redundancies even before 
a JobKeeper review. Yet McCormack sug-
gests the airlines had the means to not only 
keep their grounded workforce afl oat, but 
also to prop up ground handling companies 
suff ering the same blow. Airlines, aviation 
companies and workers have on several occa-
sions appealed to the federal government 

for support and been knocked back, such 
as the thousands of Dnata workers excluded 
from JobKeeper by a last-minute loophole. 
Those workers have now been without pay 
for months and fear they’ll lose their jobs. 
How many job losses will it take for the 
government to step in?” Kaine continued.

The Australian Aviation Ground Handlers 
Industry Alliance spokesman Bruce Stokes 
said a ninety per cent increase in air traffi  c is 
needed to keep ground handling companies 
in business beyond September.

Qantas has removed all international 
fl ights bar New Zealand from its website 
until 28th March, 2021.

The Transport Worker’s Union and 
Australian Services Union are running 
an AviationKeeper advertising campaign 
to apply pressure to the federal govern-
ment in the lead up to a JobKeeper review 
announcement. 

THOUSANDS MORE JOB LOSSES PREDICTED 
IF AVIATIONKEEPER ISN’T IMPLEMENTED

Statement by Transport Workers’ Union (TWU)

Larissa Maxine

At least 408 Indigenous peo-
ple have already lost their lives 
due to the new virus. Commu-
nities say that invaders are tak-
ing advantage of the pandemic 
to enter into their territories. 

Data from the Articulation of 
Indigenous Peoples of Brazil (Apib) 
point out that there have been 408 
deaths due the disease, of which 
111 are in Amazonas. Additionally, 
almost 10,341 Indigenous people 
were infected by COVID-19. In 
Brazil, the Indigenous territory is 
marked and usually has protection 
from the government. However, 
because of COVID-19, the territo-
ries are now without any kind of 
protection, opening opportunities 
to invaders to not only to explore 
the minerals and nature resources 
but also to bring diff erent kinds 
of diseases that the natives don’t 
have any kind of immunity to. In 
eff ect, repeating the errors of the 

colonial era, where thousands of 
Indigenous people died as a result 
of being exposed to the arrival of 
Europeans.

According to Sonia Guajajara, 
Indigenous leader and coordinator 
of Apib, in an interview with G1 
(Globo Productions) the Brazilian 
government is not acting seriously 
towards the pandemic. With regard 
to the Indigenous populations: 
“Brazil is impregnated with insti-
tutional racism, which is struc-
tural, and which reproduces itself 
over time.” In a very contradictory 
decision, the government is only 
counting the numbers of natives 
infected that are also registered 
in public records, leaving behind 
thousands of other communities 
that preferred not to have any kind 
of contact with western civilisation.  

On the 8th July, the  Minis-
ter Luis Roberto Barroso, of the 
Supreme Federal Court (STF), 
determined that the State should 
take action against the COVID-19 

pandemic among the Indigenous 
population. The decision was a 
response to a request from Articula-
tion of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil 
(Apib), the main indigenous entity 
in the country,  in conjunction with 
six political parties.

In the action, Apib affi  rms that 
fundamental precepts of the Consti-
tution are being disrespected with 
the “fl aws and omissions” of public 
power in the fi ght against the epi-
demic of the new coronavirus among 
the Brazilian Indigenous peoples. 
These populations, according to the 
entity and the Brazilian Ministry 
of Health, have a lethality rate for 
the virus of 9.6 per cent – while in 
the general population the rate is 
four per cent.

Apib affi  rms that the perform-
ance of the government in face of 
the epidemic among indigenous 
peoples constitutes a “true genocide, 
which may result in the extermina-
tion of entire ethnic groups” and 
asked for specifi c measures, such 

as the creation of a sanitary barrier 
and the removal of invaders from 
Indigenous lands.

On the same day of the Supreme 
court ruling, President Jair Bol-
sonaro approved a safety measure 
that recognises Indigenous peoples, 
Quilombolas (Afro-Brazilians),  
and other traditional peoples as 
“extremely vulnerable groups” 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
determined that emergency actions 
were needed to protect them from 
the new coronavirus. Bolsonaro, 
however, vetoed excerpts from the 
ruling that provide that the govern-
ment is obliged to provide “access 
to drinking water,” distribution of 
basic food baskets and “free dis-
tribution of hygiene, cleaning and 
disinfection materials for the vil-
lages,” in addition to guaranteeing 
an “emergency supply of hospital 
beds and intensive care.”

The ruling permits the creation 
of an Emergency Plan to Confront 
COVID-19 in Indigenous Territories. 

Among other vetoes made by the 
president, however, are the stretches 
that oblige the government to 
release emergency funds for Indig-
enous health, to facilitate access to 
emergency aid for Indigenous and 
Quilombolas people, and to install 
internet in the villages. According 
to the Executive, these and other 
measures were vetoed because they 
create “mandatory expenditure” 
without demonstrating “the respec-
tive budgetary and fi nancial impact, 
which would be unconstitutional.” 

It is important to point out 
that the Bolsonaro government 
that is now saying that there is 
no public resources for water and 
medicines for Indigenous people, 
stating that they’ve already spent 
more than 1 million Reals (approx. 
300,000AUD). And according to 
public records, Bolsonaro spent 
45,000 Reals (approx. 15,000 AUD) 
weekly for petrol in his personal 
car. So its not about resources, it 
is about genocide. 

COVID-19 SPREADS AMONG BRAZILIAN INDIGENOUS
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Hello Comrades! This week in Australian Communist Theory and 
History we have a number of articles.

In the theory section, we have an article on the relation between the 
monopolies and fascism.

In the history section, we have two articles. The fi rst is a report on the 
peace movement rallies in the ’50s in Adelaide, South Australia. Here 
is a clear example of unionists and communists fi ghting for peace.

The second article in the about the Greek community’s 
internationalism. Greek Australians have a long history with the 
communist movement in this country, and abroad, particularly when it 
came to defending Greece from fascism during WW2. 

The People’s Victory over the fascist 
armies in Europe has also been a Peo-
ple’s Victory over the banking, indus-
trial and land monopolists who build 
fascist parties and cause war.

The smashing of monopoly in Europe 
will weaken monopoly all over the world, 
and prepare the way for a stable peace 
organisation.

Apologists for brownshirted and black-
shirted fascism always tried to deny its 
class basis.

The Hearst Press of America, rabid, last-
ditch supporter of monopoly-capitalism once 
put up the approving headline “Mussolini 
Abolishes the Capitalist System.”

Randolph Hearst praised Mussolini, 
accepted a decoration from Hitler, paid a 
dollar-a-word for articles by Goering and 
Ribbentrop, while inventing every lie imagi-
nable against the Soviet Union – and backing 
fascism’s war on our Soviet ally – which had 
really abolished capitalism.

APPEASEMENT CAUSES
Sir John Simon appeased Japan during 

her attack on Manchuria in 1931. Mr Amery, 
now Secretary for India, was another pro-
Japanese appeaser. Mr Amery has been 
associated with Cammell Laird, a Vickers 
subsidiary. Vickers hold half the stock in 
the Nippon Steel Works, big Mitsui arms 
concern in Japan.

The Baldwin Government appeased Mus-
solini in his attack on Abyssinia. Vickers hold 
stock in the big Terni arms concern of Italy.

Appeasement of Germany was based on 
similar sympathetic links between capitalists 
operating under our limited parliamentary 
democracies and capitalists in the Reich.

Imperial Chemical Industries had its links 
with IG Farben, German Dye Trust: Vickers 
with Krupps. A member of the Vickers family 
trained as an apprentice in the Krupp works 
at Essen. ICI and IG Farben were in a cartel 
that produced Nobel explosives.

General Motors, controlled by the Du 
Ponts of America, owned Adam Opel AG of 
Germany, manufacturer of transport and 
panzers for Hitler. General Motors had about 
20 million dollars in Nazi industry. Du Ponts 
own stock in the Nazis’ Dynamit-Aktien-
Gesellschaft, and in IG Farben, which ties 
up with the Aluminium monopoly, Standard 
Oil, synthetic rubber. Sterling and other 
drug concerns.

And so the story goes on. Monopolies in 
capitalist democratic countries have class 
sympathies – reinforced by investments – 
in fascist countries. But these monopolists 
are not allowed to invest money in the Soviet 

Union; Socialism ends their economic profi t 
and political power.

FASCIST LOVERS
Hence their hatred for the Soviet Union 

and their sneaking regard for fascism, even 
on its death-bed.

Nazi war criminals, as another answer 
to those who try to cover fascism’s class 
basis, have shown a marked reluctance to 
surrender to the Red Army, and often an 
indecent haste to reach the Western Allies. 
Dr Georg von Schnitzler, IG Farben Presi-
dent, looked forward “to visiting his friends 
the Du Ponts”’ in America.

The fascists themselves provide fi nal 
proof of fascism’s monopolist basis, Hitler 
had demagogically promised the German 
people “abolition of all unearned incomes, 
the end of interest slavery, nationalisation 
of all joint-stock companies, participation of 
the workers in the profi ts of all corporations, 
establishment of a sound middle-class, death 
penalty for usurers and profi teers.”

Hitler’s fi rst step after seizing the Chan-
cellorship was to hand the real power of gov-
ernment to the usurers and profi teers, the 
men who lived on unearned incomes. The 
Nazi Supreme Economic Council was given 
plenary power over German economy, and 
therefore over politics – and lives. Leaders of 
this 1933 Supreme Economic Council were:
• Herr Krupp von Bohlen, armaments 

king; private fortune, £6,000,000; 
capital represented £15,000,000.

• Herr Fritz Thyssen, steel king; private 
fortune £6,000,000; capital interests 
German Steel Trust, £540,000,000.

• Herr F C von Siemens, electrical king; 
private fortune, £6,500,000; capital 
represented £12,500,000.

• Prof Karl Bosch, Dye Trust millionaire; 
private fortune £2,000,000; capital 
represented, £55,000,000.

• Dr A Vogler, German Steel Trust; 
private fortune, £6,000,000; capital 
represented, £40,000,000.

• Herr A Diehn, director Potash 
Syndicate; capital represented, 
£10.000,000. 

• Herr Bochringer, director Maximilian 
Steel Works; capital. £1,500,000.

• Herr F von Schroeder, banker. 
• Herr A von Finck, banker.
• Herr F Reinhart, banker.

The Nazi Party was subsidised from 
its outset by big industry and the Junkers, 
but the fl ow of money only became a fl ood 
when the capitalists were ready to destroy 
the Republic. They staged big lock-outs to 
intensify depression misery in 1931 and 1932. 

Fritz Thyssen, Germany’s richest steel and 
coal baron, says that Hess arranged the fi rst 
meeting between himself and Hitler, that he 
also met Hitler at the home of the Cologne 
banker Von Schroder.

KRUPP – SUPER-NAZI
Thyssen says that “Herr Krupp became 

a super-Nazi.” Thyssen also mentions the 
big cash contributions to the Nazi Party 
by Herr Bruckmann, millionaire Munich 
printer, Herr Bechstein, the piano king. He 
says that those who planned in advance the 
corporate structure were Dr Kurt Shcmidt. 
insurance company director, and Dr Klein, 
social welfare secretary of IG Farben.

Other powers behind the Nazis were the 
Klockners, industrialists who lost Alsace-
Lorraine mines to France; Mannesmann, 
Borsig and Flick (steel, coal, machines), Kir-
dorf (Director-General, Rhenish-Westphalian 
Coal Syndicate).

These industrialists, as Thyssen admits, 
subsidised the press, supplied editorials back-
ing the Nazis; they controlled policy through 
advertising contracts and fi lms through the 
UFA [fi lm company] combine.

CASH FOR MUSSOLINI
Professor Volpe, offi  cial fascist historian 

in Italy, admitted in 1933 that “members of 
the bourgeoisie contributed their personal 
support and money” to the blackshirts.

Professor Salvemini, ablest of Italian 
Liberal historians, wrote: “In the general 
election of 1924 the Italian Association of 
Joint-Stock Companies obliged each of its 
dependent companies to contribute to the 
Party’s campaign fund one-fi fth of one per 
cent, of its capital.” The Landowners’ Asso-
ciation, Banca Commerciale of Milan, Banca 
Italiana di Sconto and other leading banks, 
Fiat, Ansaldo, Lega Industrial of Turin, 
Confederazione Generate dell’Ihdustria and 
other “big fi nancial and industrial concerns 
contributed heavily to the blackshirts.

The monopolist subsidisers got their 
rewards. By 1933, the former Italian Minister, 
Signor Beluzzo, could write: “It is the confed-
erations of employers and not the State who 
control the national economic system and have 
created a State within a State to serve private 
interests which are not always in harmony with 
the general interests of the nation.”
This article originally appeared in Tribune May, 
1945 

VICTORY OVER FASCIST THUGS 
IS VICTORY OVER MONOPOLISTS

MONOPOLIES IN CAPITALIST 
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES HAVE 

CLASS SYMPATHIES – REINFORCED BY 
INVESTMENTS – IN FASCIST COUNTRIES.
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The most powerful mass movement demand-
ing peace South Australia has known has 
developed in protest against American 
aggression in the Middle East.

This included a mass demonstration on the 
steps of the State Parliament. A 50-strong depu-
tation to Liberal members of Federal Parliament, 
factory petitions, and a unanimous decision by the 
Trades and Labor Council opposing aggression 
and calling on the ACTU and ALP to meet imme-
diately to formulate a national fi ghting policy for 
the whole labour movement.

Thursday afternoon fi fty workers crowded into 
the rooms of Federal Members asking to see Liberal 
MHR’s. In the contingent were twelve Islington 
Railway workers, including fi ve members of the 
shop committee; a group of eight wharfi es hur-
riedly organised from amongst unemployed men 
at the pay offi  ce; meatworkers, women and others. 

Senator Hannaford agreed to see one spokes-
man and later received fi ve.

This delegation was led by Mr Les Purkis, 
member of the Islington shop committee, Boiler-
makers’ shop steward and delegate from the shop 
committee to the SA Peace Committee.

Mr Purkis reported that .the delegation 
expressed the view that intervention in the Middle 
East endangers peace and that the Menzies gov-
ernment must use its infl uence for withdrawal of 
US forces.

The wharfi es sought out Minister for Defence 
Sir Phillip McBride, and the group of eight put 
their views to him for an hour.

Another group gained access to Mr Downer, 
Minister for Immigration, for over forty minutes.

The deputations were concluded at the edito-
rial offi  ce of the Advertiser newspaper, to protest 
against a vicious editorial which appeared in that 
morning’s paper.

All reported a courteous reception, and the 
general opinion was that the Liberals, while sup-
porting Casey’s statement, were gravely concerned 
at events.

CROWD AT 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

At 6 o’clock on Friday night a body of work-
ers, both industrial and professional, women, 
students, members of the Quaker organisation, 
and others gathered at Parliament House steps to 
protest against the US threat to peace. The pillars 

of Parliament supported slogans calling for peace 
and against intervention.

Five speakers briefl y called on citizens to take 
urgent measures to see that peaceful policies pre-
vailed. The fi ve included a professional man, a 
prominent fi gure in women’s movement circles in 
Adelaide, two wharfi es, and a young meat-worker. 

Police were present but did not attempt to 
break the meeting up until the fi fth speaker had 
begun. They then ordered the speaker on, but in 
the face of cries of “free speech” from the crowd, 
which had swelled to about 250, the police agreed 
to the speaker continuing for two minutes. The 
crowd then moved on in an orderly fashion.

ISLINGTON MEN’S LEAD
Islington workshops committee, at a meeting on 

Friday at lunch time, endorsed the action of Peace 
Committee representative Purkis in protesting to 
Liberal Members; called for an end to intervention, 
endorsed messages to Menzies and Dr Evatt, and 
decided to organise a works-wide petition.

Among dozens of other protests were the 
following:
• A petition to the American Embassy signed by 

ninety meat-workers within a few hours of the 
American invasion of Lebanon on Wednesday.

• Telegrams to the Menzies Government and 
the American Embassy by the SA Peace 
Committee and a decision to organise a mass 
demonstration next Tuesday night at 5 o’clock 
on the steps of Parliament House.

• Telegrams from the Boiler Shop at Islington 
Railway Workshops.

• Telegrams to Dr. Evatt and the Prime 
Minister from Ships Painters and Dockers at 
Port Adelaide.

• Every ship in Port Adelaide had sent a 
telegram to the Menzies Government by last 
Friday.

• Telegrams from a number of union executives 
included the Boiler makers, AEU and others.

• Telegrams from women’s organisations, 
including the peace department of the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
International League for Peace and Freedom, 
arid Union of Australian Women.

• Hundreds of posters and slogans, including 
a “Stop War” slogan on Government House 
wall. 

This article was originally publish in Tribune July, 
1958. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

AUSTRALIANS ACT FOR PEACE
Powerful movement in South Australia

Big meetings of Greek Austral-
ians in Sydney and Melbourne 
have condemned the conspir-
acy between the Greek King 
and extreme rightist forces 
that have deposed the elected 
Papandreou Government.

In Athens, a demonstration 
of 200,000 supporting Papan-
dreou was typical of a nation-
wide upsurge in defence of Greek 
democracy. A national general 
strike was scheduled for this 
week.

Following the coup, Greece is 
threatened with foreign-backed 
repressions of the kind car-
ried out there by the British and 
American armed forces in the 
immediate post war years, to 
establish a rightist dictatorship.

For months warnings have 
been issued from democratic 
sources inside and outside Greece 
of an intended army coup to dis-
place the Centre government of 
Papandreou.

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, spearheaded by the 
USA, was named as the inspira-
tion of the threatened coup.

Papandreou was elected by 
a substantial majority at the 

general elections at the end of 
1963. While not fulfi lling his 
pledge to restore full democratic 
rights, he released most of the 
political prisoners, permitted 
considerable freedom of expres-
sion and reached a friendly agree-
ment with socialist Bulgaria.

But this, it seems, was too 
much for the Americans and coup 
rumours increased.

Last week Papandreou decid-
ed to move in fi rst by sacking 
defence Minister Garoufalias. But 
Garoufalias refused to resign. The 
Western-backed King supported 
him and in turn dismissed the 
Prime Minister, replacing him by 
a right-wing member of his own 
party.

SYDNEY
At one of the biggest meet-

ings ever held in the Sydney 
Greek community last Sunday 
night, 500 people sent a cable 
of support to the deposed Prime 
Minister.

The meeting, held in the Atlas 
Club, also cabled the King asking 
him not to interfere in Greek 
political life.

Last Saturday, Atlas Club 

members distributed leafl ets to 
the Greek community asking 
them to protest against the right-
ist coup d’etat in Greece.

Thirty sellers sold 2,000 of 
a special edition of the Greek 
weekly “Neos Kosmos” in an hour 
last Saturday.

MELBOURNE
In Melbourne, a meeting of 

400 Greek people last Sunday 
was addressed by Labor MHR for 
Yarra, Dr J F Cairns, Mr J Elefan-
tis, President of the Greek Com-
munity, and Mr J Gogos, editor 
of the Greek newspaper “Neos 
Kosmos”.

The meeting called unani-
mously for action in support of 
democracy in Greece. A broad 
committee has been formed to 
draw into activity all democratic 
organisations and individuals in 
Victoria who over the years have 
shown interest in the struggles 
of the Greek people. The meeting 
adopted by acclamation a resolu-
tion to demonstrate outside the 
Greek Consulate in Melbourne on 
Wednesday, July 21, at 5 pm. 
This article originally appeared in 
Tribune July, 1965. 

AUSTRALIAN GREEKS PROTEST 
AGAINST RIGHT-WING COUP

Georgios Papandreou.

Adelaide has a strong history of the peace movement in Australia. 
(Photo: Avante Media)
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B A Ford

In Victoria we are now seeing over 
200 new COVID-19 cases every day. 
On 14th July, there were 257 new 
cases in a single day bringing total 
cases to 4,224, now exceeding New 
South Wales. Many of these cases are 
linked to health care facilities, aged 
care facilities, workplaces, and the 
public housing blocks.

On 10th July July, Daniel Andrews made 
a statement “encouraging” the community to 
wear face masks when entering the public. 
This, however, is just a recommendation. 
Daniel Andrews states that it will not be 
enforced and you cannot be fi ned for not 
wearing a face mask. This is the response 
of a capitalist, liberal government. Daniel 
Andrews sees two options when confronting 
the virus: individual responsibility and puni-
tive measures. Masks, especially N95 masks, 
are increasingly inaccessible and expensive. 
The government’s response should be to 
provide easily accessible, subsidised masks 
for the community. Employers should also 
provide masks as a safety control when social 
distancing cannot be met.

Rail, Tram and Bus Union (RTBU) have 
continued to campaign for masks to be made 
available to all commuters. The government 
should be supplying commuters on public 
transport with masks to help protect workers 
and communities. Hopefully we shall see this 
change after the state government’s order of 
two million reusable masks and one million 
single-use masks arrive later this month.

Another development in Victoria is an 
agreement between Daniel Andrews and 
Scott Morrison to deploy 1,000 defence force 
members over the next three weeks. In Scott 
Morrison’s statement on July 14, he said 
that the 1,000 members will be supporting 
logistics, testing, paramedics, intelligence 
reporting, contact tracing data, manage-
ment, community outreach, enforcement, 
and manage vehicle checkpoints. 

There have also been increased fear of 

an outbreak amongst the refugees detained 
at one of Australia’s Medevac hotel prisons, 
Mantra City Hotel, after one of the security 
guards was tested positive for COVID-19. 
All refugee and asylum seekers must be 
released into the community with adequate 
and appropriate support to prevent a cluster 
outbreak at Mantra City.

Daniel Andrews has also warned that if 
the situation does not improve under Stage 
Three restrictions, then Stage Four restric-
tions could be introduced, but it is unclear 
what exactly this would entail. 

FREE 33 ALFRED STREET 
– PUBLIC HOUSING HARD 

LOCKDOWN

We have welcomed the easing of the 
public housing hard lockdown for eight of 
the nine buildings in Flemington, North 
Melbourne, and Kensington. However, the 
block at 33 Alfred Street, North Melbourne 
remains under hard lockdown and residents’ 
demands remain unmet (see “Free the Blocks” 
in Issue #1923 for the list of demands). In a 
statement from Voices from the Blocks, they 
noted that the police at 33 Alfred Street are 
still kept in the dark about their situation, 
and that the police patrolling the blocks are 
to eventually be replaced by prison guards.

Residents at 33 Alfred Street were told 
that they could now leave for exercise and 
medical care. However, this medical care 
is segregated in marquees near the build-
ing and the exercise the government was 
so generous to permit? This is limited to a 
perimeter around the building enforced by a 
temporary fence that cages residents inside.

There have been more reports of police 
harassment and gaslighting from volun-
teers and residents at 33 Alfred Street. 
Tigist Kebede, a mental health counsellor 
volunteering at 33 Alfred Street, relayed an 
experience where volunteers were told to stay 
clear from the car park they had been visiting 
to communicate with residents inside. This 

change in what volunteers were allowed to 
do coincided with a shift change for police. 
One of the police offi  cers singled out Tigist 
Kebede and confused her with another Black 
and so-called “abusive” volunteer from 
before she had even arrived at the scene. 
This occurred after a police offi  cer refused 
to give the volunteers their badge number. 
This isn’t the fi rst time a police offi  cer has 
refused to provide a badge number at the 
blocks. These situations are very diff erent to 
the so-called “support” from Victoria Police 
that Daniel Andrews has been talking about.

There has also been no more informa-
tion released about the proposed “hardship 
payments” and rent suspension for residents 
aff ected by the hard lockdown. This is crucial 
as residents are reporting confl icting stories 
where rent has been taken out of residents’ 
bank accounts, and residents have been 
told that the “hardship payment” was for 
households only, and then only for those 
with a positive COVID-19 test. We demand 
complete transparency surrounding the 
lockdown from the Department of Health 
and Human Services.

CORONAVIRUS IN THE 
WORKPLACE

There have been a few COVID-19 related 
outbreaks in workplaces, especially in work-
places represented by United Workers Union 
(UWU). UWU attributes this to the fact that 
when there is a COVID-19 case at the work-
places they represent, such as warehouses 
and production facilities, workers are told 
to keep working. 

An example of this is the continued 
production at the Chemist Warehouse Dis-
tribution Centre in Somerton, Melbourne. 
In a media release on July 10, UWU states 
that the positive COVID-19 case and “only 
fi ve of their colleagues have gone into isola-
tion, despite the possibility of up to 100 staff  
who worked the same shift having come in 
contact with the confi rmed case.” Workers at 
the warehouse are forced to choose between 

fi nancial stability and putting their own 
health at risk. UWU demands that Chemist 
Warehouse:

Place all workers at this site on paid 
pandemic leave until they have been able to 
obtain a COVID test and return it negative.

Close the site for 72 hours to allow for 
a deep clean.

Another workplace outbreak is at yet 
another abattoir in Brooklyn, Melbourne. 
JBS abattoir have, as of July 13, four posi-
tive COVID-19 tests and has been shut down 
for a deep clean. The biggest concern from 
UWU is that the outbreak may continue at 
JBS unless workers stood down are given 
paid pandemic leave, as is demanded for 
workers at the Chemist Warehouse Distri-
bution Centre.

There have been anecdotes from UWU 
members of being left in the dark by their 
employers when there is a confi rmed COVID-
19 case in the workplace. Under Victorian 
Worksafe laws, workers have the right to 
collectively cease work if safety is threat-
ened. UWU have released two checklists, 
one for workers and one for employers, for 
workplaces with a COVID-19 case to help 
workers pressure employers to implement 
safety control measures. UWU members are 
given three steps in the case of an outbreak:

Contact the UWU COVID-19 Hotline – 
0412 095 327.

Contact the Department of Health and 
Worksafe if your employer is not following 
protocol.

If there is no deep cleaning and/or if 
there is unsafe subcontracting, Health and 
Safety Reps can put in a cease work notice.

A similar protocol can be followed for 
workers not represented by UWU by fi rst 
contacting their union when a COVID-19 
is reported in their workplace. As UWU 
Logistics Director Matt Toner says, “Big 
businesses need to understand that this 
virus spreads just as fast in the workplace 
as it does in the community, and they need 
to do more to stop the second wave hitting 
Victorians.” 

UPDATE ON 
MELBOURNE’S LOCKDOWN
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Getting on for 100,000 people have died in Saudi Arabia’s war 
on the Yemeni people and the number of children and infants 
dying from hunger, malnutrition and other confl ict-related 
affl  ictions is also close to that number.

Imperial Britain’s exploitative relationship with the Middle East is 
a long-standing aff air. One distinctive mark of imperialism’s poisonous 
legacy is the post-colonial persistence of ethnic and political divisions 
which have bedevilled Britain’s former colonies.

India, Ireland, Cyprus, Malaya, Sri Lanka, Guyana are all places 
where independence has been disfi gured by divisions that, in the main, 
owe their toxicity to the tactics of a British ruling class that was and is 
a past master in the techniques of divide and rule.

If the most toxic of the time bombs it left behind is to be found in the 
irreconcilable expectations engendered by the Balfour declaration, in 
which a benefi cent Britain promised both Palestinians and Zionists the 
lands on which Palestinians lived, then the dispensation which divided 
up the neighbouring Arab lands with set square and ruler runs it close.

When the British empire still included millions of subject peoples east 
of Suez, an obscure tribal fi gure was plucked from the remote Arabian 
hinterland to rule over the sands that covered the precious oil needed 
to fuel the Royal Navy in its defence of imperial plunder. And no less 
important was the Yemeni port of Aden, a way station and refuelling 
point for their majesties’ ships.

It is that impossibly reactionary regime, driven by its deeply obscu-
rantist Wahhabi brand of primitive religion and today headed by the 
murderous Mohammed bin Salman, that is responsible for the air war 
on Yemen. The Saudi air force is trained by Britain, our country and the 
United States supply the aircraft, the bombs, the replacement parts and 
maintenance services that keep it fl ying.

Beyond the criminal complicity of our government in this war is 
the hypocrisy which fi nds any excuse to clothe imperial ambition in 
the guise of “humanitarian” intervention when the local regime is out 
of favour – Syria, Iraq and Libya spring to mind – but when the crimes 
are committed by a favoured ally, no sanctions can be applied.

Labour under Jeremy Corbyn established a base line of opposition to 
the unsavoury alliance of Britain and Saudi Arabia, an alliance sanctifi ed 
by intimate ties between the two royal families, cemented by massive 
fl ows of capital and lubricated with the exchange of oil and armaments.

Keir Starmer won offi  ce by promising Labour members that he 
would continue the party’s progressive policies and if there is a criti-
cal starting point for an ethical foreign policy in the Middle East, it is 
in ending the supply of aircraft, parts, training and logistic support for 
this inhuman war.

DEATH IN BAHRAIN
The decision by Bahrain’s Court of Cassation on Monday to rein-

state the death sentences for two local Shi’ite men is a transparently 
prejudicial act and an illustration of the double standards that Britain 
displays in its relations with its favoured regimes in the Middle East. 
Bahrain repays hypocritical words from Britain with more of the same.

It was pressure from solidarity and human rights groups that led 
to the earlier court ruling that the confessions of these two men had 
followed torture.

Reprieve director Maya Foa was spot on when she said: “To Western 
partners, Bahrain promises human rights reform. To citizens, it threatens 
that if you speak out, you will be imprisoned, tortured and convicted of 
crimes you did not commit.

“These unlawful death sentences are intended as a warning to would-
be dissidents.”

It is time to clip the claws of these despotic regimes.
Morning Star 

International

EDITORIAL:

BRITAIN’S FINGERPRINTS ARE 
ALL OVER SAUDI ARABIA’S 

MURDEROUS WAR

Raúl Antonio Capote

Thirty years ago, on the ini-
tiative of Fidel Castro, Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva and the 
Brazilian Workers’ Party, in 
an adverse context for the left 
around the world, when many 
believed that socialism was a 
dead-end and neoliberalism 
was advancing, the Encoun-
ter of Latin America and the 
Caribbean Political Parties 
and Movements, renamed 
the São Paulo Forum a year 
later, was held in São Paulo, 
July 2-4, 1990.

Comandante en Jefe was 
advocating, wherever and when-
ever he could, the creation of 
a bloc to fi ght, not surrender 
despite the great diffi  culties, 
as he did at the 1993 session in 
Havana, when he spoke to lead-
ers of the left, the surviving pro-
gressive, popular, revolutionary 
movements of that time, and 
called for unity in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

At the Forum held in Cara-
cas in 2012, Hugo Chávez stated, 
paraphrasing Simón Bolívar, “Let 
us place, without fear, the fun-
damental stone of South Ameri-
can, Latin American, Caribbean 
and world liberation.” Given the 
advance of progressive forces in 
the region, he stressed the need 
to move on to a new stage of con-
crete action, in defence of the 
sovereignty of the peoples.

Then the winds changed, 
and the neoliberal restoration 
regained force, testing the São 
Paulo Forum’s resistance. It was 
a battle that could not be lost, 
with Venezuela as the decisive 
front.

During the 24th session, in 
2018, President Nicolás Maduro 
emphasised the role of Fidel, 
and described the Forum as “a 
wonderful idea founded by that 
visionary genius of humanity;” 
meanwhile, a year later, in Cara-
cas, Cuban President Miguel 

Díaz-Canel stated, “When it 
seems once again that the right 
[…] is advancing uncontrollably 
on the continent. [...] Venezuela 
is today the principal trench in 
the anti-imperialist struggle.”

On the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of the Forum this 
year, Executive Secretary Monica 
Valente spoke with Granma, 
saying, “It was within the frame-
work of the debates, refl ections, 
exchange of experiences and 
ideas of the São Paulo Forum 
that the political conditions were 
created for the political, econom-
ic and social transformations 
that took place in Latin America 
and the Caribbean in the recent 
period.”

And on the importance of 
continuing the gatherings, she 
said: “The ideas and strategic 
lines of the São Paulo Forum 
remain valid and currently rele-
vant, essential to the fi ght against 
poverty and hunger, especially 
in the post-pandemic world. The 
Forum continues to be a funda-
mental instrument for the con-
solidation of unity of the popular, 
progressive and left-wing par-
ties in Latin America and the 
Caribbean.”
Granma 

THIRTY YEARS AGO, 
THE SÃO PAULO FORUM 
GAVE THE LEFT HEART

Faisal II of Iraq, aged 18, taking his oath of offi ce before Parliament in 1953.
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Victor Grossman

Despite concern here [in Berlin] about 
the continuing coronavirus danger, 
some still have an eye or an ear for new 
dangers on the international relations 
front. If they look and listen hard they 
are hearing an unusual tearing sound.

It could be emanating from a recent devel-
opment, the yet inconclusive but undeniable 
ripping apart of that eternal brotherhood 
between the German Federal Republic and 
its great patron, provider and protector, the 
USA, a seemingly indestructible alliance 
cemented after World War II.

One key location in this process, how-
ever, is now soundless. The chug-chug of 
the special Swiss ship which had laid over 
1,000 kilometres of the underwater gas 
pipeline from Russia to Germany – called 
Nord Stream 2 – is now silent. It had 
only a measly 150 km left to reach its goal 
when Washington made good on the very 
undiplomatic threats barked out by then 
US Ambassador Richard Grenell (once a 
commentator for Fox and Breitbart): Any 
company helping with the pipeline would 
get slammed by sanctions as tight as those 
used against Russia or Cuba, Venezuela and 
Iran. To the surprise and anger of Angela 
Merkel and many German businessmen, 
that is just what happened.

The imposed stranglehold was all too 
suff ocating so the Swiss seamen shut down 
their engines and went home to the Alps. 
The only Russian ship equipped to replace 
the Swiss ship needs renovations and repairs 
and is docked in Vladivostok.

Many commentators here saw this ban 
as an insult to Germany and a blow, not 
for ecology, but a move to force them to 
purchase more fracked gas from the US 
while also damaging or wrecking the Rus-
sian economy.

Further south in this country, in the small 
town of Büchel, are about twenty American 
atomic bombs, next to a German base with 
Tornado planes ready to carry and fi re them 
at a moment’s notice – each one far more 
horrendous than those used at Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.

The nukes in Germany are doomsday 
weapons and likely targets, thereby endan-
gering the German people themselves. In 
2010 a large majority in the Bundestag called 
on the government to “work eff ectively to 
achieve the removal of US atomic weapons 
from Germany.”

But the government did nothing of the 
sort and annual demonstrations in Büchel 
were largely ignored. Until 2nd May, that is, 
when a leading Social Democrat (whose party 
is in the government coalition) repeated this 
demand – and found surprising approval 
from the new leaders of his party. This too 
was a sign that the alliance between Germany 
and the US was crumbling. Of course, it will 
take far more than that to close Büchel or 
the giant base at Ramstein, the European 
relay station for all US drone attacks (and 
the protests continue).

Then in June Trump announced plans to 
pull 9,500 US soldiers out of Germany, from 
a total 35,000. Was this to punish Germany 
for refusing to spend two per cent of its Gross 
Domestic Product on armaments, as NATO 
(and Trump) demanded, but only 1.38 per 

cent? Germany had dared to spend less on 
weapons than what Trump had demanded 
they spend. Or was it a penalty by thin-
skinned Mr Trump after Ms Merkel spurned 
his invitation to a G7 summit in Washington, 
spoiling a campaign device to show himself 
as a “world fi gure”?

SHOCKED AND DISMAYED
Whatever the reasons, the “Atlanticists” 

in Berlin, who cherish Washington ties, were 
shocked and dismayed. One top adviser 
groaned: “This is completely unacceptable, 
especially since nobody in Washington 
thought about informing its NATO ally Ger-
many in advance.”

Many would be glad to see the nuclear 
missiles go. They love neither Trump nor 
having Pentagon troops in Germany since 
1945, more than in any other country. But 
their pleasure was short-lived. Büchel and 
Ramstein would not be closed down and the 
US troops would not fl y home to America 
but instead to Poland, perilously close to the 
Russian border, even worsening the dangers 
of a tragic – if not fi nal – global catastrophe.

Even for a junior partner like Germany 
there had been problems in the relations 
with the US Majority opinion just before an 
election kept Germany out of the Iraq wars 
and the aerial bombardment of Libya. But 
it dutifully followed its Washington leader 
in bombing Serbia, it joined in battering 
Afghanistan, obeyed the embargo-blockade 
of Cuba, Venezuela and Russia, bowed to 
pressure to bar Iran from the world trade 
market and supported the US in nearly every 
UN controversy.

Where might a more independent path 
lead? Can some leaders break with the dan-
gerous anti-Russia, anti-China campaigns 
in the US and search for a new detente? Is 
that more than a dream?

Many with strong muscles and infl uence 
prefer to strive for Germany, the heavyweight 
in the European Union, to head up a con-
tinental military force, ready and willing to 
hit any overseas target area, just as in the 
Kaiser’s day, and more essentially, just as 
in the days of a later Führer, to aim straight 
eastward, where its warriors already join 
eagerly in NATO maneuvers along the Rus-
sian borders.

Whatever the goal, Minister Kamp-
Karrenbauer, chair of the leading Christian 
Democratic Union, keeps demanding ever 
more devastating bombers, tanks, armed 
drones and military robotry. The more the 
better! Worrisome recollections of events 
ending just seventy-five years ago are 
inescapable!

Such nightmares just got new steroid 
shots. One of those “damned whistleblow-
ers,” a captain in the elite, top-secret Special 
Forces Command (KSK), leaked out that 
his company was jam-packed with Nazi 
memories – and hopes. Blind obedience 
was demanded during duty hours, but jolly 
after-duty parties almost required one to 
shout “Sieg Heil” and give a Hitler salute to 
avoid getting ostracised.

Then it was found that one Hitler-loving 
noncom had hidden army weapons, ammuni-
tion and sixty-two kilos of explosives in his 
garden – and the scandal exploded. Kamp-
Karrenbauer expressed her utter shock and 
published a list of sixty measures to remove 

such “aberrations” with “an iron broom.” 
Cynics recalled that her predecessor, Ursula 
von der Leyen (now head of the European 
Union), facing similar shocks, also wanted 
an “iron broom.” It seemed advisable to keep 
such a utensil close by at all times.

“THE MAN SENT BY GOD”
Cynical historians recalled that the 

Bundeswehr, the West German military 
force, was fi rst headed by Adolf Heusinger, 
who as early as 1923 called Hitler “[…] the 
man sent by God to lead the Germans.” He 
helped plan strategy for almost every Nazi 
blitzkrieg and ordered the shooting of thou-
sands of civilian hostages in Russia, Greece 
and Yugoslavia. When he was promoted to 
chair NATO’s Permanent Military Committee 
in Washington his successor was Friedrich 
Foertsch, who had ordered the destruction 
of the ancient cities of Pskov, Pushkin and 
Novgorod and joined in the genocidal siege 
of Leningrad.

He was followed by Heinz Trettner, a 
squad captain in the Legion Condor bomber 
unit which destroyed the town of Guernica 
during the Spanish Civil War. After the pen-
sioning or death of the last Nazi generals, 
their successors maintained the traditions 
of the “patriotic” Nazi Wehrmacht, if pos-
sible without too openly alarming western 
patrons, providers or protectors.

But omens and signals have become 
too alarming, with racist and fascist attacks 
often ending in cold-blooded murder – of a 
Christian Democratic offi  cial who was too 
“immigrant friendly,” in the killing of nine 
people in a hookah bar, the shooting up of 
a synagogue, the burning of the car of an 
active anti-fascist, in constant attacks against 
people who look too “foreign.”

In case after case it proved strangely 
diffi  cult for the police to fi nd the culprits, or 
the courts to punish them, while mysterious 
threads led to the very authorities responsible 
for observing such fascist groups. That elite-
unit non-com with the hidden explosives, 
and his background, had long been known to 
the military police. The car burning in Berlin 
was committed by a fascist group whose 
leader was seen chatting in a bar with a cop 
supposed to be hunting for clues. When an 
immigrant café owner was murdered in Hesse 
years ago – one in a series of nine such kill-
ings – a secret government spy was sitting 
at a nearby table. But all interrogation with 
him was barred by the Hessian government 
and evidence was shredded or locked away 
from investigation. The minister in charge 
of police later became the powerful prime 
minister of Hesse – and still is.

Last week, Hessians got into the head-
lines again. Janine Wissler, thirty-nine, state 
leader of DIE LINKE (and a vice-chair of the 
national party), received messages threat-
ening her life, signed “NSU 2.0.” National 
Socialist Union, NSU, was the name used by 
the Nazi group which committed the nine 
murders mentioned above. Such threats 
are by no means uncommon for leading 
left-wingers, but the messages this time 
contained information about Wissler with 
only one possible source: the computer of 
the local police department in Wiesbaden.

It has now been offi  cially admitted that 
police and other institutions authorised 
to protect the citizenry are permeated by 

far-right networks. Federal Minister See-
hofer, in charge of these institutions, fi nally 
admitted that they are more dangerous 
than the “left-wing extremists” which were 
always favoured targets in the past. Strict 
measures will now be taken, he promised. 
The old “iron broom” is again to be taken 
out of the closet.

Meanwhile, untouched by the broom, 
the Alternative for Germany (AfD) is a legal 
party represented in all legislatures and 
the Bundestag, with members at work at 
all government levels, while maintaining 
personal ties to all the spider webs of semi-
underground pro-Nazi groups.

Happily, recent AfD blunders down-
playing the coronavirus plus personality 
quarrels between open pro-fascists and those 
who prefer a more dignifi ed, “democratic” 
face caused the AfD’s decline with the voters 
– already down from thirteen per cent to 
about ten per cent. The plunge in support 
for the extreme right AfD took place despite 
an amazing amount of talking time aff orded 
it by both private and state-owned media.

Germany, which is weathering the corona 
pandemic better than most countries, will 
soon face giant economic problems, with 
disaster threatening many citizens. It also 
faces federal and many state elections in 
2021. Will there be an eff ective opposition 
to increased racism, militarism, widespread 
surveillance and political controls? Hard 
confrontations may well be in the offi  ng, in 
the domestic and foreign spheres. Will their 
outcome steer Germany to the right – or just 
possibly leftward?

A VOICE MISSING 
IN THE FUTURE

One greatly-loved voice will be missing in 
future events. Heinrich Fink, born in a poor 
rural family in Bessarabia, thrown around by 
war events as a child, became a theologian 
in the (East) German Democratic Republic 
and was lecturer, professor and then dean 
of the Theology Department in East Berlin’s 
Humboldt University.

During the era when the GDR opened 
up to choices from below, in April 1990, 
faculty, students and staff  elected him – 341 
to 79 – to be rector of the whole university.

But within two years the winds changed. 
West Germany took over the GDR and he, 
like innumerable “undesirables,” was uncer-
emoniously thrown out, charged in his case 
with having helped the “Stasi.”

Countless doubts about any and all accu-
sations, protests by many prominent writers 
and big student marches for the popular 
rector were all in vain.

After one session as Bundestag deputy 
he was elected president of the Association 
of Victims of Fascism and Antifascists and, 
later, its Honorary President.

Remarkable for his modest friendliness, 
humility, almost tenderness, one could never 
imagine him harming or scolding anyone 
or ever even raising his voice. But just as 
impressive was his devotion to his principles 
– his belief in a humane Christianity based 
on struggle for a better world. He was both 
a Christian and a Communist – and saw no 
contradiction in the combination. He will 
be greatly missed!
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HAS GERMANY FINALLY HAD 
ENOUGH OF US BULLYING?


