
POLITICS OF FEAR
Inside the $270 billion defence funding

Denis Doherty & Hannah Middleton

In announcing $270 billion for the 
military on 1st July, Prime Minister 
Morrison had the task of convinc-
ing Australians that the exorbitant 
spending was necessary. He turned to 
fear as his chief weapon, evoking the 
rise of Nazism and World War II and 
describing the post pandemic world 
as “poorer, more dangerous and more 
disorderly.”

The Prime Minister said: “We have not 
seen the confl ation of global economic and 
strategic uncertainty now being experienced 
here in Australia in our region since the 
existential threat we faced when the global 
and regional order collapsed in the 1930s 
and 1940s.”

The implication that China is like Nazi 
Germany hellbent on conquests and control 
is dangerous. For a government to make such 
a deliberately provocative statement about 
our most important trading partner in a time 
of domestic economic crisis is beyond belief.

When Morrison made his announcement 
he carefully prepared the scene with military 
fi gures and civilian supporters such as Peter 
Jennings from the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI), a group funded by both the 
Australian and US Governments as well as 
huge US arms manufacturing companies 
which are the only ones who will profi t from 
this military spending splurge.

It is clear why the Australian government 
has been conducting a scare campaign about 
China and Chinese cyber warfare. Clearly it 
is intended to build up a fear of China which 
will allow Australians to acquiesce in the 
exorbitant spending proposed.

Tensions in the Indo-Pacifi c region are 
being exacerbated by the actions of the Mor-
rison government in partnership with US. 
They are being used to rush Australians into 
accepting the purchase of destabilising and 
unnecessary weaponry.

Scott Morrison has deliberately ignored 
the positive role of China in the COVID crisis. 
This socialist country has aided many mil-
lions with free medical equipment. It off ered 
assistance to the State of New York, to Italy 
and to many developing countries including 
those suff ering from US sanctions such as 
Cuba, Venezuela, and Iran.

PROVOKING 
AN ARMS RACE

Australia is embarking on the 21st century 
version of a Cold War weapons build-up, 
emphasising submarines and other naval 
assets, intelligence, satellites and long-range 
missiles for use beyond Australian shores.

The Prime Minister said: “The Indo-
Pacifi c is where we live – and we want an 
open, sovereign Indo-Pacifi c, free from 
coercion and hegemony.”

The Prime Minister is right. We have lived 
under the hegemony of the US for decades 
and one of our Prime Ministers was evicted 
from his post by US action. If you do not do 
as the US says, you will suff er a coup. Both 
Liberal and Labor know their limit.

“The strategic competition between China 
and the United States means that there’s a 
lot of tension in the cord and a lot of risk 
of miscalculation,” Morrison told Channel 
Seven. Provoking an arms race and taking 
an aggressive stance can only make this 
situation worse. 

CHANGE THE SYSTEM
Spending $270 billion on war prepara-

tions will not make us safer but it will make 
economic recovery even more diffi  cult.

Morrison and his capitalist mates don’t 
really care. There are profi ts to be made from 
armaments production and from coercing 
infl uence and trade in the region.

Australia’s capitalist masters have con-
tinued to spend on the military even when 
in the depth of the COVID-19 economic 
crisis. New contracts have been signed and 
Australian ships are joining war games in 
the South China Sea and RIMPAC, the giant 
US organised international naval exercises 
off  the coast of Hawaii. 

It’s time to divert money from these 
wasteful and unnecessary events to the needs 
of the Australian people.

It’s time to say out loud that poverty 
kills, neo-liberalism kills. Its time to throw 
capitalism out and to build an alternative 
just, democratic, people and environment 
centred system. 

We need socialism to save our lives.

PUBLIC HOUSING
In The Saturday Paper Mike Seccombe 

wrote :
“... the government could have done what 

a wide range of organisations – the Housing 
Industry Association, Master Builders Aus-
tralia, the Construction, Forestry, Maritime, 
Mining and Energy Union, welfare groups and 
some progressive think tanks – have advo-
cated, and put the money towards building 
up Australia’s depleted and degraded stock 
of public housing.“

Instead the government listened to its 
US arms corporation mates and the ASPI. 
The ASPI has campaigned for Australia’s 
military spending to be raised from nearly 
2 per cent to 3.6 per cent. 

Australia has 116,000 homeless people 
each night. There is a waiting list of 150,000 
people for public housing. Many people on 
the waiting list are heads of families which 
means the need for public housing is even 
greater.

Instead of wasting $270 billion on 
death and destruction, the federal govern-
ment should rescind last week’s exorbitant 
military announcement and start cutting 

military spending back to one per cent 
of GDP. 

The money allocated to war preparations 
should be spent instead to fund a public 
housing boom which would meet the policy 
goals of stimulating the economy, providing 
jobs and providing permanent homes for 
the vulnerable. 

INSECURITY 
Security is often interpreted to mean 

military security. However, Australia’s true 
security would be enhanced by attention 
to economic recovery, social cohesion and 
humanitarian issues.

Resources committed to developing the 
military mean less money for employment 
programs and the health, education and hous-
ing needs of Australians and our neighbours.

BLIND TO REALITIES
If the Morrison government is planning 

on a weapons-led economic recovery, they 
are wilfully blind to the realities. The avoid-
ance of deep recession will require massive 
stimulus spending on people and projects, 
not weapons.

A McKinsey report in 2010 found Aus-
tralia’s military spending was among the least 
effi  cient in the world. In a list of 33 major 
countries, we tied with the United States for 
worst at getting value for our Defence dollar.

LOSS OF JOBS
According to Ray Morgan in the second 

half of March unemployment jumped a 
staggering 1.4 million to 2.4 million (16.8 
per cent) and under-employment increased 
374,000 to 1.52 million (10.6 per cent). 

But spending on the military rather than 
civilian areas of the economy results in a net 
loss of jobs. This is because military spending 
is less eff ective at creating jobs than virtu-
ally any other form of government activity. 

US research reveals that, for example, a 
billion dollars spent for military purposes 
creates one and one-half times fewer jobs 
than spending on clean energy production 
and two and one-half times fewer jobs than 
spending on education.

ENVIRONMENT
Australia is set to spend $270 billion on 

buying sophisticated weaponry which will 
add about $8 billion per year onto the cur-
rent annual military budget of around $42.2 
billion. The decision is a disaster for many 
reasons. High on the list is the ramping up 
of the negative eff ects of militarism on the 
environment. Military spending amounts to 
a war on the environment.

Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon said: “The environment has long been 
a silent casualty of war and armed confl ict. 
From the contamination of land and the 
destruction of forests to the plunder of natural 
resources and the collapse of management 
systems, the environmental consequences of 
war are often widespread and devastating.”

Australia has one of the highest per capita 
emissions of carbon dioxide in the world, 
with its 0.3 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion releasing 1.07 per cent of the world’s 
greenhouse gases. Emissions per capita for 
Australia are still well above the OECD and 
developed world average.

The federal budget tells a clear story of 
Australia’ misplaced priorities. The money 
that Australia spends on environmental 
protection is $3.4 billion. The money spent 
on the military is $42.2 billion. 

The situation with climate change is at 
a critical stage. Current studies show that 
Earth temperature is one degree centigrade 
above pre-industrial levels and clearly on 
the way to 1.5 degrees within ten years. If 
nothing changes to business as usual, we 
face the possible extinction of humanity. 
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KENEALLY USES 
HK RESIDENTS AS 
POLITICAL PAWNS
On 30th June, the People’s Republic of China’s 

(PRC) legislature unanimously passed national se-
curity legislation, protecting the rights and interests 
of millions of Hong Kong (HK) residents, while also 
ensuring that the “one country, two systems” principle 
is upheld. 

Earlier last month, almost three million Hong 
Kong residents signed a petition in support of the new 
legislation with The Hong Kong Federation of Trade 
Unions (the largest body of Trade Unions in HK) also 
backing the new laws. The support for the new laws 
wasn’t just on paper, hundreds of thousands marched 
in support of the government. 

However, you wouldn’t know it if you only followed 
the coverage of mainstream Western media, who pre-
sented the narrative of a popular uprising against the 
PRC, citing hundreds of thousands to millions of sup-
porters partaking in the anti-communist campaign.

And now, in part of a continued eff ort to undermine 
China, Australia’s ruling class are developing a new 
scheme to provide a refuge for HK residents. One of 
the loudest voices in the room is Senator and Shadow 
Home Aff airs Minister Kristina Keneally who, in a 
joint statement with Senator Penny Wong, is pressur-
ing the Morrison government to “provide pathways to 
support” the nearly 17,000 HK residents in Australia 
holding temporary visas, noting that “no one should 
be involuntarily deported to Hong Kong if they don’t 
want to go back.” On Sky News, Keneally stated that 
Morrison needed to “act with urgency” and start work-
ing with “like-minded countries,” such as the UK, who 
have allegedly presented the Morrison government 
with a proposal for divvying up the responsibility of 
providing political asylum for HK residents. 

It’s hard to believe that Keneally truly cares about 
the political rights of citizens from other nations. This 
is the very same Keneally, who only fi ve months ago 
warned against migrants on temporary visas, stating 
we were becoming “an economy dependent on tempo-
rary migrants.” The very same Keneally, who only last 
year, stated that “over ninety per cent” of the 81,596 
people who claimed asylum since July, 2014 were not 
“genuine refugees.” A statistic that doesn’t actually 
refl ect the “genuineness” of a refugee, just those who 
were denied. The very same Keneally who has been 
calling out Minister of Home Aff airs Peter Dutton for 
not being tougher on our borders.

While the ALP seem to be the most vocal, other 
political parties aren’t far behind. Morrison has stated 
he found “these events very concerning” and that the 
government was “prepared to step up and provide 
support.” The Greens, have also highlighted their sup-
port for the settlement of HK residents.

In fact, it seems that over the last few years there 
is little to no diff erence when it comes to refugee poli-
cies by the two major parties. One only has to look at 
the last year’s federal election when then opposition 
leader Bill Shorten stated that “on some parts of what 
the government’s policy is we now agree, […] the only 
argument is happening in the margins.” Emphasising 
that he believed “boat turn-backs work” and that the 
party as a whole was on the same page. 

Thus, it seems that when it comes to war-torn 
countries, ruled by corrupt politicians or fascist dicta-
tors, conditions sometimes created with the help of 
Australian armed forces, the ALP and Coalition don’t 
believe we have the means, or that we should shoul-
der the responsibility, of providing asylum for those 
seeking refuge. This position however miraculously 
changes when the “political refugees” are those from 
socialist countries such as China or Venezuela. 

The only conclusion that can be drawn is that when 
it comes to discrediting socialism, our two major po-
litical parties, whose track records on refugees can 
at best be described as lacking, are in concert. This 
“concern” for the political rights and interests of the 
residents of HK is nothing but an opportunistic ploy 
by both the ALP and Coalition. The history of ALP 
and LNP in attempting to subvert socialism has long 
been documented and the residents of HK are only 
the latest pawns in this saga.
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Party Statement
AUSTRALIA’S PLANNED $270 BILLION 

EXPANSION OF ITS MILITARY 
CAPABILITIES SIGNALS ITS CONTINUED 
SUBSERVIENCE TO US FOREIGN POLICY

In the lead-up to explain his government’s 
increase in defence spending, PM Morrison 
said, “We want an open, sovereign Indo-Pacif-
ic, free from coercion [...] Where countries 
can pursue their interests peacefully and 
without external interference.” If the PM 
meant what he said, then the correct poli-
cy for Australian governments would be to 
withdraw from US-led wars, to remove US 
military and spy bases from Australian soil, 
and denounce the US military build-up in the 
Indo-Pacifi c region. Since WW2 Australia’s 
ruling class has allied itself politically, mili-
tarily and economically with the United States. 
This alliance has brought Australia into the 
imperialist wars against Korea, Vietnam and 
Malaysia, and into intervention in the sover-
eign South Pacifi c Island states of the Solo-
mon Islands, PNG, East Timor and to some 
extent, Indonesia.

If there is any threat to peace and sovereignty in 
our region, it comes from the US military. And the 
Australian government’s continuing role as second 
fi ddle to US interests, this time against China, our 
neighbour and biggest trading partner. 

AUSTRALIAN STRATEGIC 
POLICY INSTITUTE (ASPI) 

The current rhetoric for the “need” for increased 
military capacity, against “a rising China”, is being 
pushed vehemently by the ASPI, an Australian “think-
tank” that is partially fi nanced by Australian tax 
money, and more alarmingly by generous donations 
from foreign countries, most notably Taiwan, and the 
US, as well as US corporations such as Microsoft and 
US arms manufacturers including Lockheed Martin, 
Northrop Grumman and Raytheon.

It is clear from the list of donors where the 

allegiance of ASPI lies: the military industrial com-
plex and their profi ts.

WELFARE, NOT WARFARE 
Australia is already the 8th largest global spender 

on military, and the world’s second largest importer 
of arms (after Saudi Arabia) in per capita terms. 
Enormous military spending and accompanying bel-
licose rhetoric will not only lead Australia down the 
dangerous path of war in our region, but also further 
impoverish Australian society. 

Since February 2020, 838,000 jobs have been 
lost in Australia. More than one in fi ve Australian 
workers is either unemployed and looking for work 
or underemployed. We are facing an unprecedented 
environmental, economic and social crisis. 

Permanently increasing JobSeeker to present 
levels would cost less than $30 billion a year (based 
on one million unemployed) – not including the net 
economic benefi t from supporting low-income spend-
ers. That is a tiny amount compared to what the PM 
is committing to warfare. 

Similarly, the provision of housing, universal 
healthcare, quality free public education from pre-
kindergarten to the tertiary level, and a just transition 
to renewables can be easily funded if these billions 
are not spent on buying war machines. 

The CPA rejects this trend of the Australian gov-
ernment to follow US foreign policy interests, and 
demands an independent foreign policy based on 
cooperation and peace. 

The CPA further reiterates its demand that Austral-
ian military spending be reduced to fi fty percent of its 
current budget, and the military-industrial capacity 
be redirected towards building a safer, more equitable 
domestic economy based on peace. 

Communist Party of Australia 
Central Committee 

6th July 2020

The government has plans to spend an 
additional $270 billion on upgrading the 
defence forces for war. The Guardian is 
running a competition: How would you 
spend $270 billion? On war preparations 
and killing machines? Or do you have a 
better idea? We would like to know how you 
would spend the money.

You can tell us in an article, a shopping list, 
or in graphic form such as a cartoon, poster 
or meme, or you may have a better idea. 
Word limit is 500. A selection of entries will 
be published in the Guardian.
Enter now to win a $50 bookshop voucher or 
six-month subscription to the Guardian!
Good luck!

COMPETITION
HOW WOULD YOU SPEND $270 BILLION?

NAME: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

EMAIL ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
or
POSTAL ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PHONE: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

I ……………………………….. , certify that the work submitted to the CPA’s 
How would you spend $270 billion? is my original work.

By submitting an entry I agree to the publication of 
my entry in the Guardian and on CPA’s social media.

SIGNED: …………………………………  DATE ………………………

Entries close at 5 pm on Wednesday 5th August 
but earlier submissions would be appreciated.

Entries should be sent editor@cpa.org.au or mailed to:
How would you spend? 74 Buckingham Street Surry Hills NSW 2010


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As the present global capitalist off en-
sive on the people bites deeper, 
millions of workers, peasants, envi-
ronmentalists, peace activists, and 
others aff ected are taking action and 
the numbers will only increase with 
time. Imperialism has been prepar-
ing for such a time in Australia and 
globally by accumulating an armoury 
of weapons to be used such actions. 
They can be expected to hit the work-
ing class hard as corporations seek to 
restore their profi tability as they come 
out of the COVID-19 induced recession.

Over the past four decades there has been 
an insidious erosion of bourgeois democratic 
rights. Many fundamental common law and 
statutory principles and rights have been 
replaced by draconian and increasingly 
fascistic legislation.

The process commenced with the Howard 
Coalition government in the late 1990s and 
has continued ever since, reaching previously 
unimaginable extremes. Due to the gradual 
build-up, rather than a big hit at once, many 
of these new laws have slipped through rous-
ing relatively little public outcry or receiving 
much if any attention in the mass media. 
The legislation has had the bipartisan sup-
port of the two major parties with only the 
Australian Greens and the occasional cross-
bencher opposing it.

Much of the legislation was couched in 
terms of a “war on terrorism,” some of it as 
enforcing the “rule of law,” such as the laws 
attacking the rights of trade unions, workers, 
and political activists. Another claim was 
that the laws were necessary to protect our 
“values” and “our way of life,” when in fact 
it was doing exactly the opposite.

The aims include suppression of dissent, 
militarisation of society, all pervasive surveil-
lance of society, and control of the actions 
of individuals across society. It is a work in 
progress, and we have not seen the end point 
by any means as far as the capitalist state is 
concerned. The ultimate aim is to defend 
the capitalist system and monopoly capital.

Many of the laws breach United Nations 
Conventions to which Australia is a signatory, 
and hence bound to adhere to under inter-
national law. These include the Conventions 
on the Rights of the Child; Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination; Civil and 
Political Rights, Against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment; Status of Refugees; Civil and 
Political Rights.

Likewise, changes to the industrial rela-
tions system breach a number of International 
Labour Organisation Conventions, including 
the Freedom of Association and Protection 
of Association; the Protection of the Right 
to Organise; and the Right to Strike.

“TERRORISM”
Since the collapse of the Twin Towers on 

11th September 2001, there have been more 
than eighty pieces of “anti-terror” legislation 
restricting democratic rights, some of them 
extremely draconian and dangerous. On a 
number occasions, even more repressive 
provisions have been added to this legislation.

In addition, the trade union movement 
and workers have been hit by wave after 
wave of laws attacking their rights. Some of 
these laws, such as the ones governing the 
building and construction industry mirror 
provisions found in the terror legislation, in 
eff ect criminalising legitimate trade union 
activity.

The terror and a number of other laws 
contain many serious breaches of key demo-
cratic and long-established legal principles. 
These trends are of extreme concern as they 
take Australia towards becoming a police 
state.

“WAR ON TERROR”
Amendments to the Criminal Code 

include a defi nition of terrorism for the fi rst 

time in Australian law. The Code states that 
a “terrorist act” occurs when:
• a person commits an act with the 

intention to advance a political, 
ideological or religious cause; and

• by doing an act they intend to coerce the 
government or intimidate the public; 
and

• the act causes death or serious physical 
harm to a person, endangers life (other 
than * the life of the person carrying out 
the action), creates a serious health or 
safety risk to the public (or section of 
the public), causes serious damage to 
property, or interferes with, disrupts or 
destroys an electronic system.

It is not hard to imagine how it could be 
applied to trade union, peace or environ-
mental activists. Such actions are usually 
political and often seek to persuade (coerce) 
a government to take certain action. Self-
defence when attacked by a provocateur or 
opposing force could cause “serious physi-
cal harm” or “serious damage to property.”

The act says that advocacy, protest, 
dissent or industrial action is not a terror-
ist act providing that it is not intended to 
cause serious physical harm, death, danger 
to another’s life or a serious health or safety 
risk. But who judges intent? The maximum 
penalty is life imprisonment. Even if the 
sentence is shorter, a worker would be 
banned from holding an offi  cial trade union 
position for fi ve years.

“SEDITION”
Under the Crimes Act, the defi nition of 

the criminal off ence “seditious intention,” is 
now so broadly defi ned as to cover almost 
any dissent or challenge to status quo. It 
includes intent:
• to bring the Sovereign into hatred or 

contempt
• to urge dissatisfaction against the 

following:
 ◦ the Constitution
 ◦ the Government of the Commonwealth
 ◦ either House of the Parliament.

It is also an off ence to “to urge another 
person to attempt, otherwise than by lawful 
means, to procure a change to any matter 
established by law in the Commonwealth.” 

It is likewise an off ence to “to urge 
another person to attempt, otherwise than 
by lawful means, to procure a change to 
any matter established by law in the Com-
monwealth”. This is another broad defi ni-
tion which goes well beyond any concept 
of sedition.

The scope of this defi nition has little 
to do with terrorism. Mere criticism of the 
Queen, the Constitution, Government, Par-
liament or law could carry a jail sentence of 

up to seven years. Does that make a banned 
protest against the Australian Building and 
Construction Commission an act of sedition?

SUSPICION REPLACES 
PROOF

Certain federal courts (the Federal, 
Family or Federal Magistrates Courts) may 
issue Control Orders under the Criminal 
Code at the request of a senior member of the 
Australian Federal Police, with the Attorney 
General’s written consent.

The process of requesting and making 
control orders is secret. The individual 
who is the subject of the request and their 
lawyer are not informed of the request, 
and that person has no right to appear 
in court or opportunity to challenge the 
reasons given for the request for an order. 
Orders could be based on hearsay, suspi-
cion or rumour.

Proof is not required. It is sufficient 
that the police member “suspects on 
reasonable grounds that the person has 
provided training to, or received training 
from, a listed terrorist organisation”, or 
believes that the Control Order “would 
probably substantially assist in preventing 
a terrorist act”.

The whole process is closed and there is 
no public accountability whatsoever. Once a 
Control Order has been issued, restrictions 
can be applied. These include the possibil-
ity of:
• House arrest for up to twelve months 

at a time (limit is three months for 
16-18-year-olds) with unlimited 
renewals possible

• Unlimited detention – no charges, no 
evidence, no trial, conviction required

• Prohibition on being in certain places
• Wearing a tracking device 
• Not communicating with specifi ed 

persons (this could include the person’s 
lawyer, family member or journalists)

• prohibition on using specifi ed 
telecommunications technology 
including internet and telephone.

Five years jail is the penalty for a contra-
vention. It is possible after the Order has been 
imposed to apply to a court to have it revoked, 
but the Order remains in place during that 
process. This might mean not being able to 
communicate with your lawyer who could 
assist in your application or acquire proof by 
such means as the internet to gain evidence 
for your case.

Hence the subject of the Order could 
be denied access to basic rights for self-
defence and even worse than that, there is 
no requirement in the Act to inform them 
of the reasons for the orders being issued!

BYPASSING JUDICIAL 
PROCESS

Preventative Detention Orders (PDOs) 
enable a person to be held in a jail without 
charge for up to fourteen days if there are 
“reasonable grounds” to suspect that a person 
will commit, or is preparing a terrorist act in 
the next 14 days, or if it is deemed necessary 
to preserve evidence of a terrorist attack that 
occurred in the last 28 days.

A judge or retired judge, operating 
outside of the court system in a personal 
capacity (!), can issue a PDO at the request 
of a police offi  cer. The offi  cer can choose 
the judge! The requirement to be satisfi ed 
beyond reasonable doubt on the basis of fully 
tested evidence by a court is replaced by a 
highly subjective, personal decision without 
the rigours of a court.

POLITICAL 
INTERFERENCE

The usual separation of powers – gov-
ernment and justice system – are ignored 
in a number of these provisions. The Home 
Aff airs Minister, for example, has consider-
able powers in regard to illegal and arbitrary 
detention and abuse of asylum seekers.

The Attorney General, a member of 
the government, plays a role in vetting 
applications for Control Orders, sidelining 
independent bodies such as the Director of 
Public Prosecutions or a court. The Attorney 
General’s written consent is also required to 
commence sedition proceedings.

ASIO POWERS INCREASED
ASIO is offi  cially an intelligence organi-

sation but it has been given police powers 
to arrest and issue warrants.

It is illegal for the media to report any 
information on warrants issued for ques-
tioning and detention by ASIO. The media 
is not permitted to talk to detainees about 
their detention, nor disclose the existence 
of any warrant, or event, for two years fol-
lowing the expiry of the warrant.

ASIO has been given police powers to 
question and detain anyone if they merely 
believe it would help them gather intelligence 
on a “terrorism” off ence. The defi nition of a 
terrorist off ence so broad, that no act of ter-
rorism need have occurred and the person 
being detained may have no connection with 
those believed to be planning an off ence. 
Those detained may just be believed to have 
heard something that might be of use to ASIO.
Next week in Part 2: freedom of speech, 
torture, solitary confi nement of children, 
surveillance, right to protest, and land 
rights. 

Australia

WAR ON DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
Part 1
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On Tuesday the 20th June, Victorian 
Premier Daniel Andrews released a 
statement that announced that the 
next day, at 11:59pm, Stage Three 
restrictions for selected suburbs in 
Melbourne were to be introduced. 
Stage Three restrictions mean that you 
cannot leave your home unless it is for 
work, education, exercise, medical 
care, buying essentials, or care-giving. 
It is at the police’s discretion whether 
you meet one of these categories when 
you leave the house, and if they decide 
you do not have a legitimate reason, 
you are fi ned up to $1652.

The “hot-spot” suburbs targeted by this 
initial lock-down are predominantly working-
class suburbs. In our article “Insecure Work 
Leading Cause of Victoria’s Coronavirus 
Cases” (#1917) we focused on Coronavirus 
outbreaks in Melbourne’s north and western 
suburbs, Craigieburn and Brooklyn – both 
suburbs are now known as “hot-spot” sub-
urbs. The Coronavirus “clusters” in these 
areas were the result of poor hygiene condi-
tions at Cedar Meats, an abattoir in Brooklyn, 
and a McDonald’s, located in Fawkner, a 
suburb in Melbourne’s north.

On the 4th July, without notice to the 
residents, the state government introduced 
a “hard lock-down” by deploying 500 police 
to keep 3,000 residents from leaving their 
homes in nine public housing buildings in 
Flemington, North Melbourne, and Kensing-
ton. It was announced that residents will be 
under hard lock-down for minimum fi ve days, 
with an extension of at least fourteen days 
if residents do not “cooperate” with testing.

Daniel Andrews justifi ed the hard lock-
down by the presence of “twenty-three cases 
across more than twelve households” in 
public housing buildings. Richard Wynne, 
the Minister for Housing, further justifi ed 
the response by the fact that the build-
ings “rely on common entrances, common 
walkways and common lifts,” which could 
be said of any apartment building, public 
or private.

The racist actions of the state government 
target marginalised, working class commu-
nities who have a traumatic history with the 
police. Many migrants in the buildings also 
have a traumatic history with mandatory 
detention. Rather than responding with mul-
tilingual social workers, health care workers, 
PPE and medical supplies, the government 

decided to deploy one police offi  cer for every 
six residents to ensure nobody leaves their 
homes for work, school, exercise, medical 
supplies, food essentials and so on. These 
restrictions are beyond the Stage Three 
restrictions.

There are stark double standards in the 
government’s response to cluster outbreaks. 
Where was this response when we saw the 
outbreak in McDonald’s franchises in the 
northern suburbs? Where was this response 
when we saw over 100 people test positive 
in connection to Cedar Meats in the west?

We must also ask why the state govern-
ment has split “hardship payments” for 
aff ected residents into the two groups of 
deserving and undeserving by giving $1500 
to employed people and $750 to unemployed 
people? Furthermore, a “hardship payment” 
does not cover the risk of workers losing 
their jobs because of this forced lock-down.

One of the leading causes of spreading 
Coronavirus is insecure work conditions. 
When a worker has to choose between eating 
and paying rent and staying home without 
pay then there is no option to self-isolate. 
Workplaces that are not unionised are also 
less likely to provide the appropriate PPE for 
containing the spread of the virus. 

There has been disturbing footage of 
families separated, visitors to the towers 
having to sleep on the fl oor, mothers unable 

to see newborn babies, segregated health-
care facilities, residents unable to get their 
needed medication (even if it is in their car), 
inadequate food, food left on the fl oor, food 
eaten by pigeons outside, and in one case a 
volunteer delivering essentials was beaten 
by a group of police offi  cers. Instead of com-
municating personally to residents, they are 
given instructions over an a announcement 
system likened to The Hunger Games. The 
state government has also implied that the 
work of activists and volunteers was their 
own, such as the translations of important 
information!

Despite the racist lock-down and 
demonisation of public housing residents, 
it has been impressive to see activists and 
unionists mobilise to support residents. In 
particular, the Australian Muslim Social 
Services Agency (AMSSA) have stepped 
up to coordinate volunteers and donations 
from other organisations. AMSSA should be 
commended for their eff orts and leadership.

We stand in solidarity against the stig-
matisation of public housing residents. The 
state government needs to work with the 
residents of the nine public housing build-
ings to properly ensure that their needs are 
met and to work cooperatively in contain-
ing the virus.

The fi ve demands of residents, “Voices 
from the Blocks”, are as of 7th July:

The nine towers are placed under Stage 
Three restrictions like the rest of Melbourne.

The state government must withdraw 
all 500 Police and Authorised offi  cers from 
inside the public housing buildings.

The government must implement infec-
tion protection measures such as regular dis-
infection and cleaning of communal spaces, 
and distribution of masks.

The government must set up testing sites 
within walking distance of the nine public 
housing estates instead of inside of the public 
housing estates in order to prevent the risk 
of spreading COVID-19.

The government must coordinate serv-
ices in support of current community led 
activities that are responding to residents’ 
food, medical, fi nancial, mental health and 
social service needs.

Now, as of 11:59 pm on the 8th July, the 
rest of Metropolitan Melbourne and the 
Mitchell Shire is also under Stage Three 
restrictions for the next six weeks. The Vic-
torian government’s punitive response to 
containing the virus will surely continue. 
Even before the new lock-downs, as of 24th 
June, Victorian Police had issued 6,200 fi nes 
worth $10.3 million! This is 4,101 more fi nes 
worth $7.5 million than the state with the 
next highest amount of fi nes, Queensland! 
Congrats Daniel Andrews on containing 
the virus. 

Australia

FREE THE 9 BLOCKS
Victoria’s second wave

The Melbourne Branch of the 
Communist Party of Australia 
strongly condemns the bru-
tal assault on the two young 
CFMEU offi  cials last week on 
30th June at a building site in 
Hawthorne East.

These two offi  cials never 
made it on site before they were 
attacked by seven thugs. One of 
the offi  cials was knocked uncon-
scious with a lump of timber 
and the was kicked while he was 
down. The second offi  cial was 
injured while trying to protect 
his comrade on the ground. 
The two offi  cials were attend-
ing the site after a number of 
complaints about safety on and 
around the site particularly from 
members of the community.

The developer on the site is 

notorious for unsafe and ille-
gal practices. The company had 
previously been fi ned $2 mil-
lion for the illegal demolition of 
the Corkman pub in Carlton in 
2016 and then dumping asbes-
tos from this site in a residential 
area in Caroline Springs. It is 
no surprise that the assault took 
place on one of their sites.

Where is Australian Build-
ing and Construction Commis-
sion when it comes to workplace 
safety? The police that arrived 
were there to protect to the 
building site not to arrest the 
cowards who attacked the offi  -
cials, who were onsite and were 
fi lmed during the attack. The 
ABCC claim to be “responsible 
for ensuring that building work 
in Australia is carried out fairly, 

effi  ciently and productively”, 
and yet they only act when it 
is time to restrict the so-called 
“violence” of the “thugs” of the 
CFMEU!

Nobody deserves to be 
assaulted at work. Every worker 
deserves to come home safe at 
the end of the day. These two 
offi  cials were simply doing their 
job to make sure a construction 
site was safe for workers and for 
residents nearby. 

Congratulations to CFMEU 
for supporting their members 
during this time and for stand-
ing up against injustices. We 
express solidarity with the two 
offi  cials who were attacked, their 
families, and all the members of 
CFMEU. 

ON THE ASSAULT ON 
CFMEU OFFICIALS

Statement by CPA Melbourne Branch

Firefi ghters in PPE prepare to deliver supplies to one of the housing towers.

Find out more about the

Communist Party of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Also solidarity with 
Venezuela & GazaVenezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm Friday July 17
Sydney Martin Place – 

Outside of US Consulate Offi ce
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“The humanities should constitute the 
core of any university worth the name.”

Terry Eagleton

In 1967, Noam Chomsky wrote Ameri-
can Power – and the New Mandarins, 
a devastatingly accurate dissection of 
American imperial ruthlessness. It 
was, and still is, a devastating critique 
of American intellectuals: his “new 
mandarins” being those who, through 
their silence, remain subservient to 
those in power. He goes on to say “It 
is the responsibility of intellectuals 
to speak the truth and to expose lies.”

Chomsky, whilst directing his thoughts 
to both Nazi “rationality” and the myth of 
America’s perceived role as God’s representa-
tive on Earth, explored the rise of the new 
“mandarins” and what has, in fact, created 
them. His book, written during the rabid 
anti-communist ideology of the Cold War 
and the Vietnam War, questions the moral 
rectitude behind the use of America’s superior 
technology to lay waste both North Korea and 
Vietnam. He spoke of the militarisation of his 
country – even worse in 2020 – and hoped:

“that the struggle against racism and 
exploitation at home can be linked with 
the struggle to remove the heavy Yankee 
boot from the necks of oppressed 
people throughout the world.”
Chomsky implied that his “new man-

darins” of the 1960s were unprepared for 
any intellectual interpretation and were 
incapable of focusing with any rational 
commitment to the end result. Their view 
of life is purely one of expediency, which 
he blamed on the swing in colleges from 
a training in classical studies to one that 
emphasised political and economic values. 
He implied that such emphasis produces a 
“peculiar congeniality” towards war.

This critique is particularly apt in 2020 
after the Australian Liberal government’s 
announcement of a doubling in fees for 
degrees in the humanities, whilst reduc-
ing fees in science subjects in order to 
“incentivise students to make more ‘job-
relevant’ decisions about their education.” 

Morrison’s marauders have seen this as an 
ideal opportunity, whilst we’re distracted by 
the pandemic, to re-shape our universities 
towards an American model under which 
the humanities have declined – not seen 
as worthy as STEM fi elds; that is, science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

In order not to produce “mandarins,” 
we need the humanities in order to com-
municate in this increasingly complicated 
world. Foreign languages are crucial as 
are philosophy and ethics which ask the 
important questions keeping us from cross-
ing moral lines in politics, science, and life 
generally. Law and politics change outdated 
laws. The humanities help sustain democracy 
and teach us to be informed citizens. All this 
enhances dealings with other countries and, 
combined with the skills in logic and critical 
reasoning off ered by the humanities, we’re 
able to make more intelligent and thought-
ful economic decisions. It has been proved 
that the humanities have benefi ts providing 
values that are equal to the STEM fi elds of 
knowledge: they are vital in understanding 
human cultures, ethics (currently in short 
supply in Canberra) and critical thinking.

And what an amazing sense of timing, 
when COVID-19 has knocked the stuffi  ng 
out of most of our universities, with their 
over-reliance on the income provided by 
international students! It is one of the most 
ill-considered, anti-intellectual govern-
ment “initiatives” and goes a long way to 
producing more fact-driven, “mandarins” 
whose creative intelligence is formed solely 
toward the solution of political and indus-
trial problems. It would appear that the 
culture of the Coalition cabinet is one that 
creates its own economic reality – a real-
ity that even dispenses with Adam Smith’s 
laws of supply and demand. With this in 
mind, perhaps our politicians need to go 
back to school. 

Now, over fi fty years after Chomsky’s 
ruminations, Australia is rapidly becom-
ing another American State: our country 
having been formed by the same old colo-
nial ethics and ideologies of superiority 
and exploitation. We follow blindly the 
anti-Chinese rhetoric, cutting off  our nose 
to spite our face.

Post-pandemic might be a good time 

for refl ection about the kind of country in 
which we fi nd ourselves and the kind of 
society we wish to create. This threat to 
humanity has disrupted the way we think, 
and caused many to question their priorities: 
maybe showing us the error of our ways? 
We work for a pittance, mortgaged up to 
the eyeballs whilst seeing a privileged few 
making millions and often destroying the 
earth doing so.

The diabolic fi res in the Eastern states 
concentrated our minds on the inevitability 
of even worse future catastrophes exacer-
bated by climate change. In the fi res’ after-
math people were, quite rightly, enraged 
by government inaction and denial. Why 
weren’t the intellectuals, scientists, envi-
ronmentalists, ecologists, etc., dominat-
ing the news, hammering at the doors of 
parliament demanding instant action and 
eff ective environmental legislation from 
our fossil fuel-loving politicians?

Unfortunately, that rage has been quelled 
by COVID-19, which has seen the populace 
subjected (for the benefi t of all) to what, 
in normal circumstances would be uncon-
scionable limitations on civil liberties. The 
sudden spectre of a life-threatening virus 
immediately relegated the threat of climate 
change catastrophes in the next 20-30 years 
to the back of the bus. Although I dare say 
that for those now freezing in tents and/or 
caravans, and aff ected mentally by the hell-
ish confl agrations of the summer of 2019, 
climate change is still very much on their 
minds. It’s imperative now to put it back 
on the political agenda.

Then came the murder of African-
American, George Floyd. Overt racism has 
been constant over the centuries in America, 
but the fi lming of the contempt for a black 
man’s life shown by a white policeman – 
and watched by three other white policemen 
who should be upholding the law – opened 
the fl oodgates of a rage which has long sim-
mered below the surface.

For Australians, the triumvirate of fi re, 
virus and racism has united us to look in 
depth at our priorities and at what kind of 
society we want. So, in this post-pandemic 
society, what is really important to us? 
Suddenly, we’re questioning the direction 
in which capitalism has taken us.

Morrison’s largesse to protect the bed-
rock of our society has made us realise how 
that society has been structured – politically, 
culturally, economically, and racially – to 
subordinate the majority while privileging 
the elite few. This has been particularly suc-
cessful in the way the race “card” has been 
used to divide the working class. Racism is a 
historically specifi c ideology that has evolved 
as a constituent element within capitalism: 
another facet of its “divide and rule” phi-
losophy. In Capital Marx wrote (in relation 
to slavery), that “Labour cannot emancipate 
itself in the white skin where in the black it 
is branded.”

Reverting once more to Chomsky’s book, 
there’s a reference to Conor Cruise O’Brien’s 
observation on American society – equally 
relevant in contemporary Australia – that we 
have moved perceptibly towards the state of 
“a society maimed through the systematic 
corruption of its intelligence” which warrants 
vigilance from the intellectual community 
about the growing threat to its integrity. There 
has been a gradual erosion of integrity and 
critique amongst intellectuals concerning the 
undemocratic policy-making of governments 
globally, and locally as shown by this latest 
assault on university education. 

Prior to COVID-19 came promises of a 
better future if only those dispossessed would 
have patience – heard that before as the 
“meek will inherit the earth”? The inequality 
will disappear – remember Hawke’s prom-
ise that “By 1990, no Australian child will 
be living in poverty” which still rings in our 
ears? And our apathetic, obedient majority, 
with its mind and conscience still dulled by 
a surfeit of commodities and a new version 
of Matthew 5:5.

So, what should we expect from our 
government? Australians have now real-
ised that car pollution caused by travelling 
to work is unnecessary when they could 
work from home. The reduced air pollution 
caused by fl ying and millions of cars could 
not be ignored. The damage we all do to the 
environment became painfully apparent and 
many have begun to re-think lifestyles. What 
is needed now is to convince our political 
representatives – our “mandarins” – that 
drastic changes are necessary. 

Something about ideology? 

THE HUMANITIES FEES HIKE, THE HUMANITIES FEES HIKE, 
NEOLIBERAL IDEOLOGY, NEOLIBERAL IDEOLOGY, 

AND PLAGUESAND PLAGUES
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Richard Titelius

Around the world supporters of Julian Assange gath-
ered for his birthday on 3rd July, when he turned 
forty-nine years old, to wish him the best of health, 
for an end to legal proceedings to extradite him to 
the United States from the United Kingdom, and 
his return to Australia. In Perth several members 
of the Communist Party of Australia (WA Branch) 
joined other activists calling for the release of Julian 
Assange from Hindmarsh Prison in England where 
he awaits extradition proceedings to the US. He 
faces indictment on eighteen counts of violating 
their Espionage Act for his alleged role as leader of 
Wikileaks, in obtaining and publishing secret, yet 
embarrassing and compromising military and dip-
lomatic documents in 2010.

His counsel maintains the US charges of espionage and 
computer misuse are politically motivated and an abuse of 
authority.

The rally encouraged support of passers-by at the Eliza-
beth Quay with chants of, “Only one decision – No extradi-
tion,” “No crime to be a journalist,” and “Free Free Julian 
Assange – bring Assange back to Australia.”

The Communist Party of Australia joins the global calls 
for the end of extradition proceedings against Julian Assange 
and for his return to Australia without charge. 

REPORT: HAPPY BIRTHDAY JULIAN ASSANGE
NO TO US EXTRADITION

Richard Titelius

At midday, Saturday at the Supreme 
Court Gardens in Perth, over 1000 
people gathered in mild sunny condi-
tions to protest against systemic and 
institutionalised racism. This racism 
is often built into the way a capitalist 
society is structured and organised – 
from the way people are housed and 
accommodated to employment practic-
es, criminal justice and social welfare. 
The rally and march were organised by 
a collective of young Aboriginal and 
African activists, under the name of 
Boorloo Justice.

There were several Aboriginal speakers 
and speakers also from Africa and of African-
American descent, all calling for social and 
political change – to create a more inclusive 
society with the message: “When all Black 
Lives Matter, all lives matter.” This was the 
third Black Lives Matter rally held in Perth 
– the fi rst one focusing on the brutal death 
of African American man George Floyd and 
the latter two focusing more on the over-

representation of Aboriginal people in pris-
ons and detention, and eliminating racism.

There were many police present on the 
fringes of the rally to maintain order and 
peace but there were no incidents. When the 
time came to march through the Central Busi-
ness District of Perth, people brought their 
many Aboriginal Land Rights fl ags and other 
thought provoking and evocative placards – 
chanting as they went, “Black Lives Matter,” 
“No Peace without Justice,” “(White) Silence 
is Violence,” and “End Systemic Racism Now.” 
The rally also stopped twice along the route to 
take a knee and observe a moment of silence 
for all the victims of Black Deaths in Custody 
in Western Australia.  Protesters remained 
physically well distanced at the rally and some 
even wore masks out of respect for others. 
Masks were worn in rallies around the world 
where the coronavirus pandemic continues 
to cause disruption to people’s lives.

The Communist Party of Australia joins in 
the call for an end to institutionalised and sys-
temic racism in Australia and for social, politi-
cal and economic change necessary to bring 
justice and equality to all Australians. 

REPORT: BLM RALLY 
IN BOORLOO (PERTH)

Speaker Herbert Bropho.
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The Black Lives Matter move-
ment stays strong in Sydney and 
all over Australia! Gadigal Elder 
Aunty Rhonda Dixon-Grovener, 
daughter of Aboriginal activist 
and wharfi e Chicka Dixon, her 
daughter Nadeena Dixon, with the 
assistance of the Maritime Union 
of Australia (MUA), and the Indig-
enous Social Justice Association 
(ISJA), had their voices heard by 
protesters and police in the thou-
sands in Sydney on Sunday 5th 
July. A static demonstration was 
held at Djarrbarrgalli, now the 
The Domain. Djarrbarrgalli is a 
sacred area for the Gadigal peo-
ple where historically corroborees 
were held, and under colonisation, 
Djarrbarrgalli was used as a place 
to soapbox for Aboriginal voices to 
be heard. This sentiment was ech-
oed at the peaceful demonstration 
where the families of the victims of 
police brutality were able to speak 
on the importance of Black lives, 
criticisms of the justice system, how 
police brutality has aff ected them, 
and ultimately the Black struggle 
in Australia.

In Sydney, Gadigal elder Aunty 
Rhonda Dixon-Grovener opened with a 
Welcome to Country, and a traditional 
smoking ceremony that welcomed all 
present families of victims of violence 
from the State. The demonstration main-
tained a crowd of peaceful protesters in 
the thousands. Following the ceremony, 
more families and Black people were 
given the platform to speak, at which time 
the crowd was treated to a spoken word 
piece, followed by Aboriginal-Filipino 
artist Rhyan “DOBBY” Clapham perform-
ing with original lyrics over Wondaland 
Records’ HELL YOU TALMBOUT list-
ing off  the names of the black victims 
of state violence here in Australia and 
internationally, calling on protesters to 
say the victims’ names.

During the demonstration, specifi c 
demands were given to the Australian 

government. First, to stop black deaths 
in custody and to bring justice to the 
families through reopening all cases and 
charging those responsible for those Black 
deaths. Secondly, to abolish the police as 
an institution, as the traditional owners 
of this land did not need police for mil-
lennia before white colonisers arrived. 
Thirdly, a closing of juvenile detention 
centres, a legal institution that dispro-
portionately aff ects Aboriginal minors, 
especially in the Northern Territory. 
Lastly, an end to the Northern Territory 
Intervention, which is a set of legislation 
aimed at suppressing the freedoms of 
Aboriginal people there. At this time a 
48-year-old man was removed from the 
park after yelling at protesters.

Shortly before the closing of the cer-
emony, Comrade Paul McAleer, the MUA 
Sydney Branch Secretary and member 
of the Communist Party of Australia 
(CPA) gave a speech connecting the 
Black struggle to the anti-Imperialist, 
anti-Capitalist working-class struggle 
under the notion that Aboriginal people 
and other Black, Indigenous, and people 
of colour (BIPOC) have always been an 
important part of the working-class in 
Capitalist states.

As the demonstration came to a close, 
some protesters began an impromptu 
march, despite a reported contention 
between the organising Aboriginal fami-
lies on the matter. During this march 
protesters made their way towards Hyde 
Park and St James station. A 16-year-old 
male was removed from Hyde Park for 
throwing a bottle directed at the police, 
reportedly two women were assaulted by 
police constables in this confrontation.

From the events of Saturday, it is 
clear that the Black Lives Matter move-
ment is still in the minds of Australians, 
and rightly so! White people must not 
forget the importance of their allyship to 
the movement and continue protesting, 
and to continue fi ghting back against the 
oppression of those less privileged. The 
movement is not just a trend and will 
continue until there is justice and equal-
ity for Black lives across the world. 

REPORT: BLM RALLY ON 
GADIGAAL LAND (SYDNEY)
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Hello Comrades! This week marks the fi rst of a set of 
theoretical articles on Australian Communist Thought 
on Fascism. One of the fi rst signs of open fascism is the 
censorship and destruction of the arts. Here, L Harry Gould 
discusses Art, Fascism, and the relationship of art to labour. 
It is a concise but insightful essay.

Our history section marks a sad, but signifi cant moment, for 
the Australian and world, communist movement. In 1962, 
what became known as the “Hill group” decided to resign 
from the CPA. The following year, these ex-members would 
form the Communist Party of Australia (Marxist-Leninist) 
(CPA-ML). The split was refl ective of a larger ideological 
fracturing of the international communist movement centred 
on what became known as the “Sino-Soviet split” – a 
breakdown in the political relations between the USSR and 

PRC over ideological differences, starting with Khrushchev’s 
secret speech. As a result, many Maoist parties around the 
world sprung up, co-existing with Soviet-aligned Marxist-
Leninist groups.

The Sino-Soviet split caused irreparable harm to the 
international communist movement from which it never truly 
recovered.

The CPA today does not harbour the same resentment 
expressed in the article presented here for historical 
purposes. The CPA is committed to fi ghting on a united front 
against capitalism and welcomes all organisations that are 
committed to this struggle.

We must remember that we are stronger together, weaker 
apart. 

ALL REACTIONARIES FEAR ART.

L Harry Gould

Why write on art at this moment in 
the midst of a terrifi c war against the 
powerful fascist foe, and when a bit-
ter election campaign is in progress?

The answer is that art is indispensable 
in the struggle for democracy, for national 
independence, for human dignity.

“Art is a weapon.” It is something more of 
course. One potent factor in Russia’s superb 
achievements in peace and war is its amaz-
ing development in the arts and sciences.

Socialist society created a gigantic war 
industry. It also produced a fl ourishing 
people’s culture.

It has been said that the Red Army men 
“know what they are fi ghting for.” They are 
fi ghting to preserve their personal and social 
freedom, their schools, museums, cinema 
and ballet, their culture.

And they make better soldiers because 
they understand and love art, and all “the 
things of the spirit.”

AUSTRALIA’S TASK
Australian democracy must also develop 

its art. The bankruptcy in politics of men 
like Menzies and Fadden is paralleled in 
the cultural sphere. They have nothing to 
off er in art.

In actual fact, all reactionaries fear 
art (except the art which glorifies them 
and their works). It is no accident that 
Hitler, among the first steps he took on 
his accession to power, banned workers’ 
cultural movements and imprisoned and 
murdered thousand’s of painters, poets, 
and singers.

“When I hear the word ‘culture,’ I cock my 
revolver,” said Hans Johst, a Nazi functionary.

Art stands for democracy; it is an enlight-
ening force. Art unites the masses, hence it 
is anathema to the reaction.

Last weekend a number of artists and 
others interested in art met in conference. 
They discussed the theory of art, its manifold 
problems and aspects, art in Australia, and 
the question of how artists can play their 
part in the struggle against fascism and for 
a prosperous peace after victory.

This article is intended to stimulate inter-
est and activity on art matters. The purpose 
of this contribution is to present briefl y and 
only in an introductory way our view on the 
basic meaning of art.

ORIGIN OF ART
Art can be understood only by relating it 

to the labour process. Labour, human toil, 
is a nature-imposed necessity, because man 
must work to produce his food, his clothing 
and his shelter.

Art, understood here simply as the 
creation and enjoyment of things of beauty, 
became integrated into the labour process 
from the very dawn of human existence.

Our primitive ancestor observed in the 
world around him the variety of shapes, 
colour and sounds. Some perhaps left little 
impression on him; others, such as the glis-
tening scales of reptiles or the darkening of 
the eclipse, terrifi ed him; others again, say, 
a fat deer or luscious wild fruit, pleased him.

CONQUEST OF NATURE
Man was beginning his conquest of 

nature, and both the pleasurable and 

terrifying sights and sounds were immediate 
to him; they aff ected his “bread and butter.”

He studied them, and before long was 
introducing, with greater or less “artistic” 
skill, what he saw and felt into the things he 
was producing.

In fashioning a tool or weapon he worked 
to a pattern that had become impinged upon 
his growing understanding. He polished his 
stone axe, fi rst because he discovered that, a 
smooth-surfaced weapon would do a better 
job, and then for the reason that he liked its 
glossy appearance. 

Crudeness, or primitiveness, in produc-
tion was developing into skilled work; and 
purely utilitarian requirements fused with 
the quest for beauty. In erecting his abode 
of stone or bark, he daubed it with coloured 
clay; the clay kept out the rain, it placated 
angry demons lurking in the forest, and 
then again he liked colours. He probably 
had other good reasons.

Art derived from labour, and in turn 
enriched the labour process.

“One of the functions of art,” writes 
Prof. Jane Harrison, “is to feed and nur-
ture the imagination and the spirit, and 
thereby enhance and invigorate the whole 
of human life.”

BEAUTY AND UTILITY
When the craftsman today designs a 

chair or dress or building he is following the 
same quest for beauty in line, symmetry and 
colour that we fi nd – to go as far back as we 
can in history – in the 30,000-year-old rock 
paintings in the caves of Altamira, Spain.

Those artists painted principally animals 
of the chase. 

Food and sex are the dominant themes of 
all primitive cultures, including those which 
survive to this day.

The totem, figurine, carving, and stone 
idol denote the religious outlooks and 
practices of the tribe; but the emotions 
and rituals involved, and the very art pro-
ductions themselves, can be understood 
only by reference to the social set-up as 
a whole – its daily struggle for existence, 
its labour.

Until the advent of capitalism, the relation 
of art and labour remained more or less close.

In all epochs, a popular art coexisted 
with the art of the leisure class.

We do not know the names of the art-
ists of medieval times; medieval art is 
“anonymous.” The weavers who produced 
the beautiful tapestries, the engravers and 
goldsmiths who decorated books, the stone-
masons, carpenters and engineers who built 
the cathedrals were – workers!

They were craftsmen possessing great 
artistic talents, not “artists” in the modern 
sense of men who stand above and aloof 
from the mass of the people.

Capitalism, at fi rst a creative and revo-
lutionary force in politics and thus in art, 
resulted in the end in an almost complete 
separation between art and labour by the 
very nature of its processes of production. 
The labourer becomes a mere “appendage 
of the machine.” The artist and his art exist 
for the service of Moneybags, who orders 
his paintings with the same emotion (or 
lack of it) that he does the raw materials 
for his factory. 
This article originally appeared in Tribune July, 
1943. 

ART AGAINST FASCISM

One of Pablo Picasso’s best known works Guernica is regarded by many art critics as one of the most moving and powerful anti-war anti-fascist paintings in history.



Guardian July 13, 2020  9

The Domain Sydney.

Over the past three weeks or so, 
sixty-two members of the Commu-
nist Party in Victoria have resigned. 
These resignations were a planned 
move in the campaign of disrup-
tion and factionalism by a group 
led by E F Hill.

Unable to force their incorrect and 
dangerous policies on the membership 
and leading committees of the Party, 
and fi nding themselves in an isolated 
minority, this group has taken the path 
of desertion from the cause of socialism.

They have spread their resignations 
over a period and some of the leading 
fi gures of the group have gone to the 
capitalist press with attacks upon the 
Party. This is a calculated attempt to cause 
confusion and create the false impres-
sion that the Party was experiencing a 
major split.

The eff ort has failed completely. 
The Party is more united than ever, and 
the group’s “plan” has rebounded. The 
true character of their policy and aims 
has been exposed by this transparent 
subterfuge of “mass resignations,” and 
not only to the membership of the Party 
but to the working class as a whole. The 
working class movement recognises 
the principles of acceptance of majority 
decisions and solidarity and has nothing 
but contempt for those who run to the 
capitalist press with their opposition to 
working class organisations.

The Communist Party of Australia, as 
stated in the Constitution, “is a voluntary 
union of like minded people,” whose aim 
is to achieve socialism in Australia.

No-one can be forced to join the 
Party, nor can anybody be prevented 
from leaving it.

The Constitution provides for ending 
of membership through expulsion, or 
lapsing through non-payment of dues.

Resignations are not provided for in 
the Constitution. On the occasions when 
resignations have been received in the 
past, they have been regretted as being 
evidence, in most cases, of inability to 
measure up to the hardships of the strug-
gle for socialism, but have otherwise been 
accepted as representing the personal 
decision of the individual member con-
cerned, and respected as such. 

These planned “resignations” are of 
an entirely diff erent character. They are 
the planned desertion by the Hill group 
from the Marxist-Leninist party of the 
Australian working class. The press 
statements and other propaganda of this 
group show their true character.

They falsely attack the Party for 
“abandoning working class principles” 
and “failing to give correct leadership 
to the current struggles of the workers.” 
These false assertions lack any examples 
or concrete analysis; and the group does 
not advance any alternative proposals as 
to diff erent policies which the working 
class should pursue.

These accusations are completely 
rejected by the Party membership, the 
majority of whom are workers in industry 
and trade unionism.

They will also be rejected by tens of 
thousands of workers who know that 
Communists in their workplaces and 
unions always advocate united action and 
militant struggle. Workers everywhere, 
whatever their political views, know 
that the Communist Party continues its 
policies of building working class unity 
for defeat of the Menzies Government, 
united action by the trade union move-
ment for economic demands and trade 
union rights, action in defence of peace 
and support for national independence.

They know that the Communist 

Party is in the forefront of the struggle 
against monopoly capitalism and for a 
Socialist Australia. The group repeats 
the threadbare fi ction peddled by the 
ruling class ever since the formation of 
the Party forty-three years ago, that the 
political line of the Communist Party is 
“determined in Moscow.”

They repeat this slander in the full 
knowledge that the Party has decided 
its policy on this, as on every other occa-
sion, by a Marxist-Leninist analysis of 
the Australian situation in accordance 
with our Party Program, and in the light 
of the principles to which we subscribed 
in endorsing the statement of the eighty-
one Parties of 1960.

It is well known that it was the dis-
sident group which wanted our policy 
determined otherwise, and that they 
have carried on their disruptive activities 
because they could not force their minor-
ity views on the overwhelming majority.

Those resigning loudly proclaim 
their adherence to Marxism-Leninism. 
But it is the fi rst and most elementary 
principle of Marxism-Leninism, known 
to all with even a nodding acquaintance 
with working class theory, that a Com-
munist Party is an absolute essential for 
the achievement of Socialism.

THOSE WHO DESERT THE PARTY 
THEREFORE DESERT THE CAUSE 
OF SOCIALISM, THE CAUSE OF THE 
WORKING CLASS, HOWEVER LOUD 
THEIR PROTESTATIONS TO THE 
CONTRARY MAY BE.

Lenin said: “Repudiation of Party 
and Party discipline – this is what the 
opposition amounts to. And this is tan-
tamount to completely disarming the 
proletariat for the benefi t of the bourgeoi-
sie. It is the equivalent to precisely that 
petty-bourgeois diff useness, instability, 
incapacity for sustained eff ort, unity and 
organised action, which, if indulged in, 
must inevitably destroy every proletarian 
revolutionary movement.”

These remarks apply fully to the 
present opposition.

While in the Party they engaged in 
factionalism, which means in fact set-
ting up another “Party” within the Party.

The leaders of the opposition group 
and various of their supporters have 
refused to abide by majority decisions, 
walked out of properly constituted Party 
meetings, defi ed directions from the 
appropriate committees to attend discus-
sions, held meetings of their own, made 
their own decisions and established their 
own discipline, and set up their own 
apparatus to print and circulate their 
material.

Whether they continue in an under-
ground or more open way such activities, 
which represent a complete break with 
Marxism-Leninism, the inevitable logic 
of their development could only be to 
fi ght the Party more and more bitterly.

The capitalist class and right-wing 
forces, would clearly welcome this, and 
render support in all sorts of ways, what-
ever the present subjective intentions of 
those who have “resigned” may be.

This misguided group of former Com-
munists should think again before it is too 
late, otherwise they can only degenerate 
still further politically.

Finally they would share the sorry fate 
of those who over the years have broken 
themselves in fruitless eff orts to disrupt 
and destroy the Communist Party and the 
great Communist movement, to which 
the future belongs and which continues 
to go from strength to strength.
This statement originally appeared in 
Tribune July, 1963. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THE 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

Statement by CPA Central Committee Secretariat

THOSE WHO DESERT THE 
PARTY ... DESERT THE 

CAUSE OF SOCIALISM, THE 
CAUSE OF THE WORKING 
CLASS, HOWEVER LOUD 

THEIR PROTESTATIONS TO 
THE CONTRARY MAY BE.
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Dear Editor,
Congratulations to Celeste Dale and 
Seamus Carey for their articles expos-
ing the rabid anti-China nonsense 
being ramped up by US interests, 
right-wing manipulators (ASPI) and 
corporate media. It’s getting harder 
to fi nd the truth or even a diff erent 
perspective, so I am driven to Global 
Times, Russia Today or Grayzone on 
the internet to fi nd an antidote to the 
hysterical idiocy submerging us.

I couldn’t fi nd any reference to the very 
relevant story of the University of Barcelona 
fi nding the Corona virus in waste water 
there, dating from March 2019. Local media 
didn’t want to know, or didn’t want US to 
know, because it could start an uncomfort-
able feeling that maybe Trump was wrong 
about “Kung-Flu”, just like he is wrong about 
everything else.

Bob Treasure

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Seamus Carey

The UK High Court has shame-
fully ruled against the Vene-
zuelan government’s claim on 
around one billion US dollars’ 
worth of gold reserves kept 
at the Bank of England. The 
court ruled that as the UK gov-
ernment has recognised Juan 
Guaido’s group as the govern-
ment of Venezuela, tailing 
the outrageous US policy, the 
account now belongs to them.

The legitimate, elected Ven-
ezuelan government under the 
leadership of President Nico-
las Maduro had requested the 
release of most of those gold 
reserves in order to transfer 
them to the United Nations 
Development Programme, for 
the purpose of acquiring vital 
supplies to combat the COVID-19 
epidemic and its consequences. 
This includes food and medical 
equipment and supplies, all of 
which the country is struggling 
to import due to the inhumane 
US-led unilateral blockade.

Despite the fact that the 
puppet Guaido has now lost any 
semblance of legitimacy, even 
amongst most of his own past 
supporters, the UK (as well as 
the Australian) government per-
sists in the farce of acknowledg-
ing him as “acting President,” 
taking direct instructions from 
the US policy only and without 
any opportunity for input by the 
people.

The fact that the government 
of President Maduro is the one 
and only government of Ven-
ezuela in every sense is so una-
voidable that the British embassy 
remains in Caracas, represent-
ing the UK government to the 
actually-governing government 
of President Maduro, and the 
latter government’s ambassador 
to the UK remains in London 
and is accredited as the repre-
sentative of Venezuela. The only 
strongholds of the Guaido gang 
remain Miami and Washington 
DC as ever.

Many other Venezuelan 
state assets held around Europe 

and the US have been simi-
larly seized, in what can only be 
described as an act of piracy. The 
seizure of the assets in the US 
by the US government has also 
started to create friction between 
them and their own puppet gang, 
as recently Guaido-allied media 
have reported that the US gov-
ernment has not even turned the 
funds over to them as promised, 
but instead used them for their 
own purposes such as funnelling 
hundreds of millions towards 
Trump’s wall at the Mexican 
border. Trump may have failed 
to get “the Mexicans to pay for 
it,” but if these reports are true, 
he has found a way to get the 
Venezuelan people to pay for it… 
which is probably all the same 
to him, if his past comments are 
anything to go by.

The 209th anniversary of 
Venezuela’s Declaration of 
Independence in 1811 was cel-
ebrated on the 5th of July. The 
independence document was a 
major impetus for the struggle 
against colonial rule all around 

the Americas. But as was appar-
ent even to the most idealistic of 
209 years ago, independence is 
never won only by the signing of 
a document. It took many years 
of military struggle, under the 
leadership of Simon Bolivar, to 
win independence from Span-
ish colonial rule. This struggle 
for independence arose again in 
the struggle against US imperial-
ist domination, which achieved 
a breakthrough with the initia-
tion of the Bolivarian Revolution 
under the leadership of Coman-
dante Hugo Chávez, continuing 
today under the leadership of 
President Nicolas Maduro.

Without independence, there 
can be no such thing as democ-
racy. A government which pri-
oritises the dictates of a foreign 
power over the interests of its 
own people could not possibly 
be considered democratic by any 
meaningful defi nition. However, 
we see in the Western media a 
defi nition of democracy which is 
stripped of all such sense and is 
identical to subservience to US 

interests. Any of the countries 
which refuse this subservience, 
which by no coincidence are the 
very same countries which assert 
the right to independence, are 
portrayed as enemies of democ-
racy, in a complete reversal of 
the facts.

The UK government’s dog-
like submission to the US line 
on the question of Venezuela, 
like the Australian govern-
ment’s identical position, is part 
of a pattern which constitutes a 
shameful betrayal of the people. 
Truly democratic governments 
must be based upon independ-
ence – both their own inde-
pendence, and respect for the 
independence of others, two 
characteristics that each cannot 
exist without the other. The 
struggle being carried out by the 
people and government of Ven-
ezuela under the leadership of 
President Maduro is one of a few 
bright lights showing the way 
forward in this regard, out of the 
present mire of worldwide US 
despotism. 

BRITISH PIRACY STILL ALIVE; 
VENEZUELAN GOLD STOLEN

Something 
to say?

Write to 
the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au



Guardian July 13, 2020  11

Mark Gruenberg 

Donald Trump’s happy talk today not-
withstanding, the nation’s current 
depression, the employment crash 
caused by closures forced by the coro-
navirus pandemic, continues, the lat-
est Bureau of Labour Statistics (BLS) 
report shows.

That’s because 1.445 million more people 
applied for regular state unemployment 
benefi ts, and another 839,563 sought special 
federal benefi t checks in the week ending 
27th June.

The overall US unemployment rate for 
June dropped to 11.1 per cent, another BLS 
report says. It adds businesses claimed to 
create 4.8 million new jobs that month. 
Both reports were released 3rd July, but the 
regular June jobs report includes only data 
through 12th June.

That makes it out of date. It’s also under-
stating joblessness, top economists said the 
day before, as workers who “are on tempo-
rary layoff  but still paid” – due to federal 
aid – are not counted as jobless.

And the 4.8 million jobs businesses 
claimed to create in June as they started to 
reopen are those whose workers could be 
easily called back fi rst, and who just as easily 
be laid off  again as the coronavirus pandemic 
resurges. Such layoff s are already starting.

The more-up-to-date weekly report 
showed 19.2 million people received regu-
lar state unemployment benefi ts as of 27th 
June. Numbers covering other benefi ts, from 
the federal government only – including 
749,000 people who get just $600 weekly 
federal checks – went to 13.603 million other 
people in the week ending 13th June. The 
federal numbers always lag a week or two 
behind state data.

“The total number of people claiming 

benefi ts in all programs for the week ending 
13th June was 31,491,627, an increase of 
916,722 from the previous week,” that weekly 
benefi ts claims report says.

The economists warned the roof could 
fall in at the end of July unless Congress 
again extends jobless benefi ts, including 
weekly $600 checks to “independent con-
tractors,” musicians and other workers who 
don’t qualify for state jobless aid. Extension 
is up in the air, Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., 
a member of the House leadership and chair 
of the select committee on the coronavirus, 
said the day before.

“There’s another round of layoff s that are 
likely to occur as businesses that opened up 
are then likely to cut back” due to a resur-
gence of coronavirus pandemic, AFL-CIO 
chief economist Bill Spriggs said in that 
same telephone press briefi ng.

Those cuts are starting. Delta Airlines 
earlier asked forty per cent of its 90,000 
workers to go on unpaid furloughs for up 
to a year, and Gov. Gavin Newsom, D-Calif., 
faced with rising coronavirus fi gures in the 
Golden State, ordered more business clo-
sures on 2nd July.

The bad numbers in the more up-to-
date weekly claims report didn’t stop the 
GOP Trump regime from crowing about the 
drop in the monthly unemployment report 
but made Trump’s comeback claims a lie.

And even the better-looking monthly 
data showed weakness: Almost half (2.1 mil-
lion) of those 4.8 million “new” jobs were in 
reopening bars, hotels and especially restau-
rants – all fi rms now forced to close again 
to combat the resurgent coronavirus. BLS 
reported on 1st July that all 389 US metro 
areas lost jobs in May.

Those workers who returned came back to 
shorter workweeks and lower pay. “In June, 
average hourly earnings for all employees on 

private nonfarm payrolls fell by 35 cents to 
$29.37,” BLS said in the monthly jobs report 
and the workweek declined by 0.2 hours, to 
34.5 hours.

That earnings drop “refl ects job gains 
among lower-paid workers; these changes 
put downward pressure on the average hourly 
earnings,” BLS said. The big job gains in the 
private sector were among the lowest-paid 
workers: Restaurant workers, temps, and 
janitors.

That decline may understate the case. 
A University of Chicago business school 
study, commissioned by the Washington 
Post, found four million workers who have 
kept their jobs through the crash have had 
their pay cut, too.

“We’re in two recessions,” Spriggs said. 
One is a “normal cyclical recession” after 
joblessness hit a low of 3.5 per cent in 
March, before the virus’s impact hit home. 

The other and larger one is of people laid 
off  due to the campaign to enforce social 
distancing and prevent the virus’s spread, 
he explained. Those layoff s total 31.491 mil-
lion from the March start of the pandemic 
through 13th June, the BLS weekly jobless 
claims report said.

The reopenings have spread the corona-
virus again. Analysis shows the number of 
new coronavirus cases in June was fi fty per 
cent higher than the number of new cases 
in May. June is when the reopenings began.

“We may see more losses in future months 
due to the coronavirus,” Spriggs added, 
especially in state and local governments. 
BLS’s monthly jobs report said those gov-
ernments shed 1.9 million jobs in April and 
May and added only 33,000 in June. There 
were 70,000 more jobs in local schools and 
losses in other governments.
People’s World 

International

BLS JOBS REPORT SHOWS US 
EMPLOYMENT CRASH CONTINUES

Ben Cowles

The Ocean Viking’s state of 
emergency goes unheard for 
two days before being allowed 
to enter Sicily, while a mer-
chant ship carrying fi fty-two 
refugees still waits for a port.

Italy and Malta refused to 
take responsibility for over 230 
rescued refugees stuck onboard 
two ships in the Mediterranean 
this weekend.

A group of fi fty-two people 
contacted the refugee-distress 
hotline operated by activist net-
work Alarm Phone on Friday 
morning from within Malta’s 
search and rescue zone (SAR).

Alarm Phone made several 
attempts to contact the Maltese 
maritime rescue co-ordination 
centre (MRCC) but, it said, 
its calls were ignored and the 
authorities refused to take down 
crucial information about the 
boat in distress.

On Friday evening a Leba-
nese merchant vessel, the Talia, 
located and rescued the refugees 
with the guidance of German 
charity Sea Watch’s monitoring 
plane, Moonbird.

The Maltese MRCC ini-
tially told the Talia’s crew that 
an Armed Forces Malta vessel 
would pick up the rescued and 
take them to shore. Hours later, 

however, the MRCC ordered the 
ship to head to the Italian island 
of Lampedusa and await instruc-
tions there.

But Italy refused to allow the 
merchant vessel to enter its ter-
ritorial waters and ordered it to 
sail back to Malta.

“The Talia should have been 
assigned a port of safety long 
ago,” Alarm Phone said in a 
tweet this afternoon.

“Instead the rescued are still 
at sea. Talia has complied with 
international law by rescuing 
people in distress in Malta’s SAR 
zone.

“Malta is evading its 
legal obligations by refusing 

disembarkation. Talia’s captain 
and crew have provided assist-
ance to the rescued but their 
vessel was put in danger by 
Maltese authorities, who denied 
them shelter during a storm late 
at night.

“We demand a quick disem-
barkation in Malta, the closest 
safe port, to ensure the health 
and safety of the rescued as well 
as the crew.

“Maltese authorities should 
stop playing games with people’s 
lives and comply with interna-
tional law without delays. Let 
them disembark now.”

The Talia remained in inter-
national waters between Malta 
and Lampedusa at the time this 
story was published.

Meanwhile the Ocean Viking 
rescue ship, which is carrying 
180 refugees onboard, was fi nally 
given permission to dock in Italy 
after waiting days for the country 
to respond to its calls.

The ship declared a state of 
emergency on Saturday after a 
number of the rescued threat-
ened to hurt themselves and 
others. Frederic Penard, director 
of operations for SOS Mediter-
ranee, the charity that operates 
the Ocean Viking, said the crew 
had no choice but to issue the 
emergency.

“A large group of heavily 
traumatised survivors are in 
such psychological distress that 
they have become a danger to 

themselves and to others,” Mr 
Penard said.

“We have never had to resort 
to such an extreme measure of 
last resort in all our history.

“To date, more than 24 
hours later, the only assistance 
proposed has been a visit by a 
medical doctor and a cultural 
mediator who spoke to the sur-
vivors but are not in a position 
to present a solution for their 
disembarkation.

“Is anyone in Europe hearing 
our call and taking it seriously? 
Human lives are at risk and we 
demand immediate action from 
all those supposedly good-willed 
states from whom we only hear 
words and see little action today.

“Do we have to wait for some-
one to die before being allowed 
to disembark?”

SOS Mediterranee has since 
announced that the ship had 
fi nally been given instructions to 
proceed to Sicily and that the 180 
survivors would be disembarked 
there. 

“The unnecessary delay of 
this disembarkation has put lives 
at risk, SOS Mediterranee said.

“Throughout the past days, 
the EU has kept silent. We have 
not seen any initiative to restart 
the Malta Agreement for relocat-
ing rescued people. There has 
been no sign of solidarity with 
coastal states.”
Morning Star 
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The Law of the People’s Repub-
lic of China on Safeguarding 
National Security in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) was passed 
unanimously by the Standing 
Committee of the 13th Nation-
al People’s Congress (NPC), 
China’s top legislature, on 
30th June.

The NPC Standing Committee 
also listed it in Annex III to the 
HKSAR Basic Law to be gazetted 
and enacted in Hong Kong by the 
SAR government.

As a strong support for the long-
term and sustained implementa-
tion of “one country, two systems” 
principle, it will help Hong Kong 
go back to the right track and start 
again, and guarantee the rights 
and interests, as well as freedoms 
of Hong Kong residents.

It is also in compliance with 
the universal truth that the rights 
and freedoms of residents will be 
guaranteed to the maximum extent 
possible, if the security of a coun-
try is guaranteed and its society 
remains stable.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
remarked, “Without a harmonious 
and stable environment, how can 
people live in peace and enjoy their 
work!” What he said has particu-
larly proved true in the protests 
over the proposed amendments 
to the HKSAR’s extradition bill in 
June 2019.

Planed and instigated by anti-
China forces who attempt to disrupt 
Hong Kong, black-clad rioters and 
“mutual destruction” tactic once 
swept the HKSAR. Extremists 
and violent radicals set fi re and 
hurled gasoline and petrol bombs, 
confronted the police enforcement 
with violence, restricted and beat 
up policemen and civilians, illegally 
possessed guns and ammunition, 
installed explosive devices, created 
fear and panic with anthrax and 
made many terrorist attacks.

Living and working in peace 
and contentment, and enjoying the 
rights and freedoms has become 

a luxury when the most basic 
personal safety and daily life are 
threatened.

Today, people are fully aware 
that those who provoke violence 
and apply “mutual destruction” 
tactics are the biggest enemies of 
the rights and freedom of the resi-
dents of Hong Kong.

Anti-China forces attempting 
to destabilise Hong Kong, by par-
ticularly taking advantage of Hong 
Kong’s national security loophole in 
legislation, have recklessly engaged 
in activities that jeopardise the prin-
ciple of “one country, two systems.”

Moreover, they pitted safe-
guarding national security against 
protecting the rights and freedoms 
of residents, and stigmatised and 
demonised Article 23 of Hong 
Kong’s Basic Law, in a bid to better 
carry out secession, subversion, 
infi ltration and sabotage activities 
against the mainland.

The legislation will target a 
small minority of severe criminals 
jeopardising national security, 
including secession, subverting 
state power and organising and 
carrying out terrorist activities, as 
well as interference in the HKSAR’s 
internal aff airs by foreign or exter-
nal forces.

Preventing, prohibiting and 
punishing these illegal acts in 
accordance with the Law aims to 
safeguard national security and 
maintain prosperity and stability of 
Hong Kong, better protect life and 
property of a majority of Hong Kong 
residents, and rights and freedoms 
prescribed in the Basic Law.

Safeguarding national security 
overlaps with protecting rights and 
freedoms in essence. It is clearly 
stipulated in the Law that the 
HKSAR must act in line with rule 
of law. And the Law also underlines 
respecting and protecting human 
rights.

When the law is enacted, Hong 
Kong citizens’ rights and freedoms 
of speech, press, publication, assem-
bly, association, procession and of 
demonstration that are enshrined 

in the Basic Law of the HKSAR and 
the provisions of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights as applied to the SAR will 
remain the same.

Besides, normal exchanges 
and contact between residents and 
legal persons of the international 
metropolis and other countries, 
regions and international organisa-
tions will be protected, too.

Admittedly, some Hong Kong 
residents’ understanding and trust 
of the country, especially the rule 
of law of the mainland is another 
deep-seated issue.

Thanks to the sheer endeav-
our in the past four decades since 
reform and opening up, China has 

made remarkable achievements 
in establishing the rule of law. A 
law-based environment is the best 
environment for doing business. 
The Chinese mainland remains 
one of the most attractive destina-
tions for foreign investment, which 
speaks volumes for the rule of law 
in China.

The mainland and Hong Kong 
do not diff er greatly in terms of 
criminal justice systems. Since 
security organisations perform 
tasks in accordance with the law 
and follow a rigorous procedure 
in the mainland, there is no need 
to worry that these organisations 
will not respect the rule of law in 
the HKSAR.

In recent years, many foreign-
ers based in the mainland have 
repeated on many occasions that 
China is the safest place in the 
world, which serves as the best 
demonstration.

Since the return of Hong Kong 
to the motherland, the principles 
of “one country, two systems”, 

“Hong Kong people administering 
Hong Kong” and a high degree of 
autonomy have been implemented 
in good faith. It is acknowledged by 
all that all the rights and freedoms 
of the residents of the HKSAR 
are fully protected, and that the 
residents are entitled to a wider 
range of rights and freedoms than 
what they had under the British 
colonial rule.

With the Law of the People’s 
Republic of China on Safeguarding 
National Security in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region, 
the new guardian for the HKSAR, 
the residents will be sure to better 
enjoy the institutional advantages 
of the “one country, two systems” 
principle, and work and live in an 
even safer, more stable and more 
harmonious social environment.

When chaos and fear disap-
pear and peace and harmony are 
restored on the land of Hong Kong, 
the Pearl of the Orient will embrace 
a more splendid future.
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