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The raids on the offices and homes
of NSW Labor MP Shaoquett Mosel-
mane and a staffer from his office on
26th June should ring alarm bells for
every democratically minded citizen
of Australia. The raids are political
and racist.

The corporate media were at the ready,
the political lynching started immediately the
raids were launched. The shock jocks wasted
no time in joining the lynch mob. They used
every dirty trick in the book — China-bashing,
racism, and slander, and even roped in Mosel-
mane’s wife as being complicit. Anything to
turn the public against the MP and staffer
without a shred of evidence. Moselmane
had not been charged with any offence, let
alone found guilty.

We used to live in a country where there
was the presumption of innocence before
being found guilty. Not any more!

BATTERY OF
ANTI-DEMOCRATIC LAWS

Commencing with the Howard govern-
ment in the early 2000s, successive Aus-
tralian governments have passed, with the
support of Labor, more than eighty pieces
of legislation eating away at our democratic
rights in the name of “national security.”
These bills were presented as anti-terror-
ism measures, couched in such terms as
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protecting our “democracy,” “freedoms,”
“values,” and “way of life.”

Each successive piece of legislation placed
further restrictions on our democratic rights
and freedoms, further eroding the rights they
claimed to protect. The potential applica-
tion of many of the bills extends far beyond
fighting terrorism to such actions as peaceful
protests and dissent.

These laws lie in wait for future use. They
were not passed to lie idle on the books.

At every step the Labor Party hopped
on board with the Coalition, thus ensur-
ing the bills were passed. On some occa-
sions there was not time to even read the
text of what was being rammed through
the Senate.

Labor is again complicit. This time with
NSW ALP Opposition leader Jodie McKay
all too eager to seek the expulsion of Mosel-
mane from the party and to have him stood
down from Parliament.

The raids were done under espionage
and foreign interference bills passed in 2018.
The main target of the bills is the People’s
Republic of China. That was clear from the
Minister’s Second Reading Speech. Convic-
tions under the foreign espionage bill carry
a penalty of up to 20 years in jail.

In a statement to the media, Mosel-
mane said he had made a number of visits
to China, and had supplied wheelchairs to
disabled children there and in a number
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of other countries. He has previously been
criticised for praising the way China handled
the pandemic, something which members
of the government did at the time as well as
leading medical practitioners and the World
Health Organisation also did.

“I have done nothing wrong, I have never
jeopardised the welfare of our country and
our people,” he told a media conference.
He called on the media to revert to the
basic journalistic principles of objectivity,
privacy, and told them that his family does
not deserve the harassment and intimida-
tion they have experienced.

ATTACK ON LABOR

The timing of the raids does not appear to
be an accident — on the eve of an important
by-election in the cliff-hanger seat of Eden
Monaro. Labor is already reeling from the
branch-stacking scandal in Victoria.

Foreign corporations that lobby govern-
ments have nothing to fear although they
seek to influence Australian governments.
Nor has the United States which by and
large dictates Australian foreign policy and
even commands our military forces in the
Northern Territory.

These powers are there to protect the
state that exists to protect the interests of
the capitalist class.

At times like these it is worth recalling
the powerful words of Friedrich Niemoller,
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Don’t let the victors
warp history!
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the famous German anti-Nazi theologian
and Lutheran pastor:

First they came for the Communists

And I did not speak out

Because I was not a Communist

Then they came for the Socialists

And I did not speak out

Because I was not a Socialist

Then they came for the trade unionists

And I did not speak out

Because I was not a trade unionist

Then they came for the Jews

And I did not speak out

Because I was not a Jew

Then they came for me

And there was no one left

To speak out for me*

Niemoller was elected as a president of
the World Council of Churches in 1961 and
was awarded the Lenin Peace Prize in 1966.
He had spent time in two Nazi concentra-
tion camps.

His poem is a timely reminder that we
cannot remain passive but must speak out
and take action to halt the attack on our
democratic and trade union rights — what
is left of them — before it is too late.

* There are various versions of the poem, but
the sentiments are the same. &
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STOP ABC CUTS!

On 24th June, Managing Director David Anderson
announced the ABC’s five-year strategy, outlining
proposals that would see major cuts to the national
broadcaster. Among the cuts were: the lost of 250
jobs; the axing of $5m from screen production; the
7:45 AM radio news bulletin; and a twenty-five per
cent cut to the travel budget. According to the ABC,
the cuts are being made “to meet the federal govern-
ment’s $84 million budget cut.”

The cuts came in the form of a pause in the annual
funding indexation (a tool for ensuring that fund-
ing remains in line with inflation) from then Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull in 2018. In the last two
financial years cuts to the ABC have amounted to
a loss in $15m (2019-20) and $28 m (2019-20). This
financial year amounts to the largest phase of the
cuts at $41m.

However, these recent cuts are but the latest at-
tacks launched at the ABC. Ever since the Coalition
returned to power, the ABC has seen a loss of $783m,
starting with the Abbott government, who planned
to cut the ABC’s funding by $254 m over five years.

The left-wing think tank Per Capita puts these
funding cuts in perspective: “The national broadcast-
er’s 2019-20 operational revenue from government
of $879 million represents a decrease in real fund-
ing of $367 million per annum, or 29.5 per cent,
since 1985-86.” Therefore, despite what Federal
Communications Minister Paul Fletcher says, that
the funding “increases each year,” in real terms, the
ABC is haemorrhaging. Of course, Fletcher places the
loss of jobs not on the government, who has frozen
ABC funding, but on the ABC board and management.

In the age of internet streaming and the prolifera-
tion of independent media outlets, some may ask:
“What good is spending nearly a billion dollars on
a national broadcaster?” It was not long ago that
devastating bushfires ravaged through our conti-
nent. According to The Guardian (UK) independent
research released by the ABC found that “60 per
cent of people in bushfire-affected areas said infor-
mation from the ABC helped ensure their safety.”
Furthermore “81 per cent of people were aware of
the ABC as an information source and one in two
used it as their main source of information during
the summer crisis.” Additionally “ABC News Online
was [found to be] the most trusted news website,”
with the “ABC’s Emergency website [being its] most
trusted platform (74 per cent trusting it ‘greatly’).”
Trust for ABC Local Radio and ABC News TV never
dropped below 70 per cent. It suffices to say that the
coverage of the bushfires provided by the ABC, which
cost the ABC $3m over the period with no additional
funding provided, literally saved lives. It will be of no
shock if similar research finds near-identical results
over its coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the concluding remarks on her report, execu-
tive director of Per Capita, Emma Dawson states:
“While ruling out the privatisation of the ABC, as
demanded by rank and file Liberal Party members
and the champions of free market fundamentalism
who populate the ranks of its favoured think tanks,
the current government has instead pursued a policy
of slowly eroding the ABC’s funding base and its ca-
pacity to meet its charter.”

And this is how we will see the end of our great
national broadcaster if we allow the Coalition to
pursue its current course. Axing the ABC will likely
be a move too far for most people. However, by cut-
ting away at its budget, the Coalition will ensure that
it will slowly, and most assuredly, be incapable of
performing its function, which in turn will be used
to justify further cuts.

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au
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GIG WORK SURVEY
SHOWS URGENT NEED
CALL TO REGULATE

A survey highlighting how transport work-
ers in the gig economy are being exploited
through unpaid work and lack of rights shows
the need to regulate the sector, says the Trans-
port Workers’ Union (TWU).

The survey shows most gig economy workers work
as rideshare drivers and food delivery riders for Uber,
Deliveroo, Ola and Lyft. They are significantly less sat-
isfied with the work than other gig economy workers
especially the inability to negotiate rates. They do on
average 5.2 hours unpaid work each week and many
have no work injury insurance.

Rideshare drivers and food delivery riders were
much more likely to say that their work generated
100 per cent of their total annual income and that
the income was essential for meeting basic needs.

The TWU said the survey, conducted by Queensland
University of Technology, the University of Adelaide
and University of Technology Sydney, was further
evidence that the gig economy must be regulated.

“This survey is an eye-opener on what life is like
for the thousands of people who deliver our food and
transport us around. The Federal Government can no
longer ignore the grim reality that gig work unregu-
lated is creating an army of exploited workers who
have no choice but to accept low rates, unpaid work
and a scenario where neither their health nor their
income is protected. Jurisdictions around the world
have acted on this type of evidence and given these
workers rights. The federal government needs to stand
up for workers in Australia and do the same,” TWU
National Secretary Michael Kaine said.

NSW Vic/Tas Branch Secretary John Berger
said that after months of pressure from the TWU
and transport workers, the Victorian government
has taken a step in the right direction. “Gig economy
workers have been on the front line of this pandemic
— risking their health and wellbeing for low rates and
even lower health and safety standards. We know that
governments around the world have acted swiftly to
protect these workers under law. We thank the Vic-
torian government for their work in the gig economy
space, without strong regulations on the gig economy
we will see these abhorrent business practices spread
throughout the transport industry. We look forward
to working with the Victorian government towards an
outcome which protects both gig economy workers
and the rest of the supply chain from these systems
of exploitation,” Berger added.

The survey shows rideshare and food delivery
workers are significantly more likely to be younger
(18-34 years of age), to be on a temporary residency
visa and to speak a language other than English at
home. Although gig economy employers try to operate
on the basis that their workers are self-employed, over
a quarter of workers say they are treated as employees.

The TWU has taken a number of court cases
against gig economy employers. The Union has won an
unfair dismissal case against Foodora and is fighting
cases of unfair dismissal against Uber and Deliveroo.
The TWU is also taking Deliveroo to court over gross
underpayment.

Transport Workers' Union. &
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One month since Rio Tinto’s blasting
of the Juukan Gorge, Australia’s Indig-
enous heritage is again under threat.
The Doma Group, a property develop-
ment company, is planning to build an
apartment complex at the base of Mount
Ainslie in Canberra, over the top of a
sacred Indigenous site. The site also con-
tains survey markers placed during the
planning of Canberra as a capital city.

More outrageously, traditional Ngun-
nawal and Ngambri owners have never been
consulted about the development, even after
a 2013 ACT Environment Directorate report
advised that the site has Indigenous signifi-
cance. As early as 1933, stone artifacts were
documented at the site. There is no excuse for
Doma Group’s negligent handling of Australia’s
history. Just as Rio Tinto knew what they were
destroying, Doma Group has full awareness
of the site’s history. This is part of a clear and
repeated pattern of corporations violating
Indigenous land and heritage for profit. Last
week, ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr called
for a complete halt to the development, and
the Federal Environment Minister Sussan Ley

Australia

DEVELOPMENT THREATENS
INDIGENOUS SITES IN CANBERRA

has asked the Environment Department to
review the case. This is a promising develop-
ment, but unless severe pressure is put upon
the Environment Minister, nothing is likely
to change. What is needed is a comprehensive
overhaul of how Indigenous heritage is treated.

Ngambri Elder Shane Mortimer has
been a vocal opponent of the development
and has started an online petition with over
5500 signatures. “It’s a place of shared his-
tory,” he says, of the Indigenous and Euro-
pean artifacts found at the site. “When you
talk about reconciliation, there couldn’t be a
better demonstration of shared history than
this site,” He also wants a federal inquiry into
the lack of binding provisions for examining
Aboriginal heritage issues across most Aus-
tralian jurisdictions, in light of the Juukan
Gorge incident. The actions of Rio Tinto, as
morally bankrupt as they were, were com-
pletely legal under Western Australian law.
The Ainslie site is under the administration
of the National Capital Authority, and if they
allow the development to go forward, Doma
will have a green light to bulldoze Australia’s

history. @&
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Local elders say a site at the foothills of Mount Ainslie is sacred and should not be
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developed, though they dispute its history. (ABC News: Jake Evans)

Anna Pha

The job losses continued to mount
with Qantas announcing the imme-
diate sacking of 6,000 workers on
25th June. It did, however, say that it
would continue with the stand-downs
of another 15,000 workers and that
their leave would continue to accumu-
late. The future of these 15,000 work-
ers is uncertain with JobKeeper due
to wind up at the end of September.

In all more than two-thirds of its
29,000 workforce are either stood down
or unemployed. Many of them may never
regain employment with Qantas or in the
aviation industry.

Unions representing Qantas workers
reacted angrily, demanding the company
wait until it knew what the government
was planning in relation to JobKeeper and
possible assistance to the industry.

“The federal government must urgent-
ly act to implement an AviationKeeper
payment system to support the industry
for as long as it needs,” the Transport
Workers’ Union (TWU) demanded.

“Instead of cutting workers’ jobs and
continuing stand-downs, Alan Joyce
should redouble efforts to secure urgent
government intervention,” Austral-
ian Council of Trade Unions president
Michele O’Neil said.

Aviation workers are pushing for
specific support from the Australian gov-
ernment. “As one united industry, we're
fighting for an AviationKeeper,” the TWU
said. They are also, importantly calling
“for a national plan to ensure the long-
term stability of the industry and fairness
for thousands of workers.”

MEANER LEANER

The company has a three-year plan
for when flights can resume. This is cen-
tred around becoming “a much smaller
airline.” Qantas CEO Alan Joyce spoke in
terms of a “meaner leaner” airline.

One hundred aircraft will be grounded
for up to twelve months or longer. Its
A380s will be grounded and put into stor-
age in the US for three years. It will also
retire its six remaining Boeing 747 planes
immediately, six months ahead of sched-
ule. It is raising capital of around $1.9 bil-
lion to tide it over, including funding the
6,000 redundancies.

Qantas has indicated that half of the

stood-down workforce will not be back at
work until international flights resume.
While CEO Alan Joyce optimistically sug-
gests that this might be as early as July
2021, it is more likely they will remain

in that position for some years to come.
A great deal depends on when a vac-

cine is found and produced in adequate
quantities.

Demand will take time to build when
the skies are opened up again, and there
will be fewer planes in operation. The
“leaner and meaner” airline will be out
to cut costs by every means possible. The
remaining workforce and their unions
will be in a far weaker bargaining position
with a large experienced reserve labour
force eager to get back into the indus-
try. They can expect an all-out assault on
wages and working conditions, reduced
staffing levels, etc. There are also risks
that short-cuts could be taken in mainte-
nance and other safety provisions.

HIGHLY PROFITABLE

Qantas is one of the most profitable
airlines in the world.

Last year, the company made a before
tax profit of $1.3 billion and a return of
18.4 per cent on invested capital which
is good by any capitalist standard. These
figures include the operations from
its budget subsidiary, Jetstar. It was

NATIONALISE QANTAS!

wallowing in cash to the extent it returned
to shareholders $1 billion in the form of
dividends and share buy-backs.

Qantas has made billions of dollars
in profits over recent years. All of these
profits could and should have been flow-
ing into government coffers, not lining the
pockets of senior executives and private
shareholders.

Yes, it has taken a hit from COVID-19,
but Joyce has repeatedly said it was in a
strong position to ride it out. The com-
pany is able to raise capital to tide it over.
Joyce has not taken the begging bowl to
government as Virgin has done. It was in
Qantas’ interests to see its main competi-
tor Virgin go under.

Virgin carried huge debt, accumulated
when attempting to compete with Qantas
at the higher end of the market, leaving
it unprepared for such a crisis. This left
it extremely vulnerable, with the airline
eventually going into voluntary adminis-
tration last month. It had already sacked
thousands of its employees, and many
more are expected to lose their jobs as
new owners, Bain Capital, take over the
company.

Bain Capital has a bad reputation for
ruthless downsizing and attacks on wages
and working conditions. The multination-
al corporation was set up in 1984 and now
claims to have US$100 billion of assets

under management. Its takeover of Virgin
might have saved Virgin, but at what cost
to the staff and their trade unions.

BACKGROUND TO
QANTAS

The company was founded in Queens-
land in 1920 as the Queensland and
Northern Territory Aerial Services, its
present-day name an acronym of the orig-
inal. Once a privately owned company, it
was nationalised by the Chifley Labor gov-
ernment in 1947.

The Keating Labor government began
the privatisation of Qantas in 1993, with
the Howard government transferring the
final tranche to private ownership in 1997.
This not only denied the government an
important source of regular income, but
meant that today Australia’s national car-
rier is privately owned.

Qantas, as we have seen during the
pandemic, played a key role in bringing
stranded Australians back from around
the world.

It should be nationalised.

Guardian readers can support the aviation
workers’ campaign for a national plan for the
industry by signing the petition on the TWU
webpage — twu.com.au, &
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Eileen Whitehead

Enforced isolation has not been such a bad
thing. It’s allowed me to link up with like-mind-
ed people around the world via the internet,
and I'd like to share the webinar discussion
held by World Beyond War, which looked at
the Rim of the Pacific Exercise’s (RIMPAC)
impact on our region. World Beyond War is a
global non-violent movement to end war and
establish a just and sustainable peace.

It was uplifting to note that at least sixty-three
people took part in the debate, no doubt many of whom
live in regions affected by these military exercises.
Kawena ‘ulaokala Kapathua from Hawaii showed a
video of bombs dropped during a military naval exer-
cise blowing up old ships and spoke about the effect
this had on marine life. It was amazing to learn that
the exercises were only 55 kms off the coast and close
to fishing areas. Maria from Guam spoke about find-
ing whales stranded on beaches after the war games,
and the impact of militarisation. She felt that, because
of Guam’s colonial status, the US military does as it
likes: something it can’t do to the same extent in the
Philippines or Japan. This upsets the local people who
work actively to block some of the US military’s plans.

Currently, the military continues to do training, even
as Guam remains in lockdown due to the pandemic.
The latest examples: the USS Theodore Roosevelt
brought in hundreds of COVID-19 cases, and the Rim
of the Pacific exercises are still planned for Hawaii.
This shows that the military isn’t concerned about
the security of the people in the region. The double
standard is blatant, as it would be unthinkable for the
US to admit thousands of people during the ongoing
pandemic, but it is happy to do so in the Pacific.

Environmental issues were raised but not in
detail. It is, however, a known fact that there are still
eighty contaminated military dump sites on Guam
with the concomitant toxic chemical pollution they
entail. Another issue was sovereignty: the US won’t
grant political sovereignty to places it has control
over, giving the excuse that the security of the Pacific
Islands is protected.

Virginia Lacsa Suarez of the Philippines spoke about
the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) which she wanted
to be scrapped, mentioning that live ammunition had
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been used on protestors. Speaking about women’s rights
and the democracy movement, she remarked on the
rapes, environmental degradation, and the 100 years
of destruction and interference in political affairs by
the US, pointing out that its people were suffering the
same problems as black people world-wide. The VFA
only survives because of the American military presence.

Margaret Beavis, the Medical Association for Pre-
vention of War (MAPW) President from Melbourne,
also spoke about the secrecy of the US military in South
Korea during the COVID-19 pandemic, adding that
they were a law unto themselves. She queried whether
US troops in Darwin were entering quarantine. In her
view, the Australian military wasn’t keen on holding
RIMPAC but are under the thumb of the US who are
ramping up feelings against China.

Val from NZ, equated RIMPAC and the Black Lives
Matter (BLM) movement, saying that the principle of
defunding the police should also apply to the military.
It was money that should be spent on the people. She
also spoke about marine depletion and institutionalised
violence, and suggested the need for Pacific Regional
Independence.

There’s a lot of resistance against the US in Hawaii,
Philippines, and Guam who want more say in what the
US does. Maria says their Governor doesn’t do much:
her grandfather’s land had been repossessed by the US
and although there’s now a re-colonisation movement
which is working out options, it needs more power.

Annette Brownlie of the Independent Peace for
Australia Network said IPAN is building awareness
and amassing organisations for peace, mentioning that
Denis Doherty was on the Hiroshima Day Committee.
In reply to Margaret Beavis’s comment about how we
challenge a dominant military, she thought that IPAN
is a good start. Val recommended making connections
and said we're living on occupied lands and need to
connect with BLM to challenge white supremacist
domination, saying that “national security” needed
deconstructing and the Constitution needed reform.
The power of the corporations also needed challenging.

Leah Bolger, from the US, suggested building a
world-wide organisation fighting against military
propaganda and suggested that a Declaration of Peace
needed to be signed. @&
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YOUNG WORKERS STILL
SUFFERING FROM LACK OF A JOBS PLAN

Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU)

Young people are not only suffering from fewer job
opportunities their wages took a big hit at the start of
June according to data released last month by the ABS.

Between the 14th of March and the 13th of June payroll
jobs declined 15.2 per cent for people under 20 and 10.1 per
cent for people aged 20-29 years. Those age groups, along
with workers over 70 years of age, were the only age brackets
to keep going backwards between June 6th and June 13th.

The stats also show a 7.1 per cent decline in total wages
for people under 20 years of age between June 6th and 13th

The ACTU has called for a continuation of JobKeeper and
JobSeeker as well as the development of a detailed jobs plan
with specific supports for young people to create jobs, upskill,
train and be supported into employment.

ACTU President Michele O’Neil said, “These figures show
that young people are still carrying the weight of the economic
costs in this crisis. While it is good to see some green shoots
among other age groups young people continue to go back-
wards with little hope on offer from the Morrison government.

“The only supports for young people will be removed in
September when JobKeeper and JobSeeker come to an end
and this is coupled with confusing “price signals” including
huge cost increases for some courses which will deter people
from taking on higher education.

“The Morrison government needs to commit to extend-
ing and expanding JobKeeper to support the hundreds of
thousands of young workers who have been excluded from
support while also ensuring that no one reliant on JobSeeker
has to suffer the poverty of the old $40 a day Newstart rate

“We need to see a proper plan to create jobs, and training
opportunities for young people, to lift their wages and get them
in education or employment. We cannot continue to see our
next generation left behind.” @&
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SURVEY SHOWS INSECURE
HOSPITALITY WORKERS
DEVASTATED BY COVID-19

United Workers’ Union (UWU)

A major national survey of hos-
pitality workers has revealed
how COVID-19 ripped wide
open the rotten foundations
on which the hospitality indus-
try is built, with the hospitality
union vowing to use the fed-
eral government’s IR Working
Group process to fight extreme
levels of casualisation.

Hospo Voice, the United
Workers’ Union’s digital union
for hospitality workers, has
released data from its nationwide
#RebuildHospo Survey with 1158
hospitality workers. The data shows
insecure employment, combined
with endemic wage theft, acted as a
force-multiplier when the industry
collapsed on 23rd March 2020.

United Workers’ Union nation-
al president Jo-anne Schofield,
who sits on Christian Porter’s IR
Working Group on casualisation,
says it was a “national disgrace”
seventy-eight per cent of hospital-
ity workers are casual, the highest
rate for any group of workers (ABS
2019 Data).

The survey shows workers
experienced extreme levels of finan-
cial distress when the pandemic
forced the industry into shutdown
overnight. Hospo Voice says these
impacts on workers are directly
linked to casualisation:

35 per cent had to borrow

money from friends or family

32 per cent had to access their

super

« 30 per cent had to ask for rent
reduction or deferral

» 20 per cent had to go without

essentials

12 per cent had to go to a

charity or foodbank

10 per cent had move out of

their house

« 7 per cent suffered a
relationship breakdown.

The survey also found that when
the pandemic struck 47.5 per cent
of hospitality workers had less than
a month’s savings in the bank to
cover rent, food and bills.

A key contributor to the low pay
and consequential low savings of
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hospitality workers is wage theft,

with 82 per cent of those surveyed

having been affected by wage theft.

Workers reported the following

examples:

+ 51 per cent were not paid
penalty rates

* 45 per cent were paid below
the award minimum

38 per cent were paid cash-in-
hand and therefore missed out
on other entitlements

« 37 per cent have unpaid super

« 35 per cent paid on salary
but not paid for the overtime
worked

+ 31 per cent were not given
the tips they received from
customers.

Over the last three years Hospo
Voice helped lift the lid on major
wage theft scandals including those
with celebrity chefs Shannon Ben-
nett, George Calombaris and Neil
Perry. The union warmly welcomed
Victoria’s new wage theft laws and
vowed to campaign for similar laws
from coast to coast.

/i

Schofield said,“Insecure work is
the elephant in the room in the hos-
pitality sector — it supercharges this
industry’s other biggest issues, like
wage theft and sexual harassment.

“When you’ve got no job secu-
rity, who’s going to speak up about
being ripped off, or a safe respectful
workplace?

“And of course when something
like COVID-19 strikes, if you're
casual it means you can be plunged
into poverty overnight — which is
exactly what happened for count-
less workers.

“COVID-19 has torn wide open
the rotten foundations on which
this industry is built. Now, as the
hospitality industry reopens, this
is one of the top issues our mem-
bers want to address. It’s time to
rebuild the hospitality industry to
be better and fairer.

“Without hundreds of thou-
sands of hospitality workers being
stood aside, we would not have
been able to cope with the public
health crisis. It’s time to repay our

debt to these workers so they can
avoid further hardship.

“Hospo workers deserve jobs
they can count on, and our mem-
bers are going to fight like hell to
make sure the federal government
tackles this issue head on.”

Claudia Levi, Queensland-
Based Cafe Worker and Hospo
Voice Member: said, “The cafe I
worked for had been underpay-
ing me over two and a half years.
I missed out on weekend and
public holiday rates and I was paid
below the legal hourly minimum. I
worked out they owed me at least
$18,000.

“That wage theft meant that
when COVID hit I didn’t have that
money to fall back on. You start to
realise how much you are owed and
how much you missed out on and
how hospitality employers have
been taking advantage of their staff.

“COVID really opened my eyes
to just how insecure all our jobs
are in hospitality. With casual
employment you have to stay silent
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about wage theft and about abuse
and sexual harassment or you will
have no job.

“We need more permanent
jobs in the industry, so we have
more security and real rights we
can enforce.”

BACKGROUND

In late 2019 the Fair Work
Commission made a majority sup-
port determination against Davies
Bakery. In effect ordering them to
have enterprise bargaining nego-
tiations with the Union.

These negotiations began in
late 2019 and continued until the
end of February 2020. In March,
the company effectively pulled out
of bargaining, citing the COVID-19
pandemic as its excuse.

They refused the Union’s efforts
to arrange meetings during April
and May, so the United Work-
ers Union submitted a good faith
bargaining application requesting
the company be ordered to resume
negotiations. @

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE SEAFARER

A chance to recognise invaluable contributions,
turn around decline of Australian shipping

The significant and invaluable con-
tribution merchant seafarers make
to Australia’s economy and society —
transporting more than ninety-eight
per cent of the nation’s imports and
exports — is being recognised today
as the world marks the International
Day of the Seafarer.

Organised by the International Maritime
Organization — the United Nations agency
with responsibility for the safety, security
and sustainability of shipping — 25th June
highlights the huge but often overlooked con-
tribution seafarers make to modern society.

The COVID-19 pandemic has been par-
ticularly hard for seafarers, with 200,000
currently stuck onboard ships around the

world, unable to go home to their families
due to border closures and a lack of govern-
ment efforts to repatriate them.

The Maritime Union of Australia said the
day also highlighted the need to urgently turn
around the decline of Australia’s merchant
fleet, which has steadily shrunk under the
Abbott, Turnbull, and Morrison govern-
ments, leaving the country without the
self-sufficiency a smart island nation needs.

With very few ships flying the Austral-
ian red ensign, the nation’s supply chains
have become increasingly precarious, with
the overwhelming majority of ships servic-
ing the nation now foreign owned, crewed
and flagged.

MUA national secretary and International

Transport Workers’ Federation president
Paddy Crumlin paid tribute to all seafarers,
saying that our nation would grind to a halt
without the vital supplies they bring.

“Seafarers are the invisible workforce
responsible for supplying the country with
crucial supplies, fuel, and the overwhelm-
ing majority of everyday products, as well as
exporting our resources and manufactured
goods to the world,” Crumlin said.

“Put simply, without seafarers, Australia’s
economy and society would collapse almost
overnight.

“Unfortunately, under the Abbott, Turn-
bull and Morrison governments we have seen
the continued loss of Australian-flag vessels,
leaving the nation in a dangerous position

that could see fuel dry up within weeks if a
crisis interrupts our supply chain.

“The Liberals and Nationals have driven
arace to the bottom on the Australian coast,
resulting in highly-skilled Australian seafar-
ers being replaced by flag of convenience
vessels registered in notorious tax havens
and crewed by exploited foreign visa work-
ers paid as little as $2 per hour.

“The International Day of the Seafarer
highlights the need for Australia to restore
merchant shipping, with a strategic fleet of
Australian-flagged vessels crewed by Aus-
tralian workers that can ensure our sover-
eign self-sufficiency and the security for our
nation’s fuel and supply capabilities.” &
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DOWN WITH BOLSONARO,
MOURAO AND GUEDES!

Brazilian workers continue to
face the drastic consequenc-
es resulting from the health
crisis and the genocidal pol-
icy of the Bolsonaro/Mourao
government, which, in addi-
tion to ignoring the terrifying
situation caused by the ver-
tiginous growth of the pan-
demic, continues to advance
with the attacks on social
rights and threats to demo-
cratic freedoms, which were
got in the struggles against the
business-military dictatorship
imposed by the 1964 coup.

In the field of health, we see the
increasing numbers of the pandem-
ic, with more than 1.2 million and
200 thousand infected and more
than 55,000 deaths up to the 26th
June. There are more than 1,000
deaths a day! The pandemic con-
tinues to rise in large cities and it’s
moving towards the municipalities
of the interior, affecting and killing
mainly workers, mostly black and
poor people on the peripheries. The
spread of the disease is not done in
a democratic way, as the bourgeois
media tries to make us believe. The
high lethality of COVID-19 and its
spread reveal its class and colour
character, mostly reaching people
who live in precarious conditions
in slums and working class neigh-
bourhoods, in large agglomerations,
without access to sanitation and
running water.

The recent measures to “[plas-
ticise]” social isolation, in fact,
broaden the resumption of eco-
nomic activities — given that many
categories have never stopped work-
ing in the pandemic — announced
by governors and mayors of many
cities are against the guidelines of
the World Health Organisation and
the scientific system. They meet the
pressures of business segments,
such as commerce and the indus-
trial sector linked to non-essential
activities. As it is already happening
in some states, the trend is that the
numbers continue to increase, even
more radically, increasing the rates
of infected and dead. The adoption
of the lockdown will be inevitable,
if there is indeed the objective of
fighting the pandemic. Otherwise,
the intention of those representing
capitalist interests is clearly going
to let large contingents of the Bra-
zilian proletariat die.

The political crisis intensified
with the resignation of Weintraub
from the Ministry of Education,
the arrest of Queiroz, a key part of
Flavio Bolsonaro’s corrupt scheme,
with the deepening of investiga-
tions into PSL (Bolsonaro’s former
political party) parliamentarians,
now counting on the breach of the
group’s banking secrecy. In the
same vein, investigations into the
production and financing of the
“Fake News” scheme and its pos-
sible links with militias show that

the siege is closing in on Bolsonaro
and his family.

All of this has caused Bol-
sonaro’s political isolation to grow
rapidly, making him increasingly
cornered. Bolsonaro practically does
not govern, although he maintains
his mandate. He has a large part of
the military sector under control
and continues to obtain support
from portions of his original social
bases, such as those who believe
the Earth is flat, fascist and militia
groups, conservative factions of the
middle and upper classes, in addi-
tion to popular sectors influenced
by certain evangelical churches and
Bolsonaro’s demeaning speech,
which reverberates along with
a depoliticised and reactionary
common sense.

The Brazilian political crisis
takes place at the same time that
Trump’s unpopularity increases,
accelerated by the wear and tear
caused by the rise of the anti-racist
and anti-fascist movement that
occupies the streets of the USA and
has spread throughout the world,
incorporating precarious, demo-
cratic and progressive workers. His
wear and tear was also accelerated
by the disaster in the action of the
American government in the face
of the Coronavirus pandemic in his
country. With the elections in sight,
in November, Trump denounced
and humiliated Bolsonaro, criticis-
ing him — and the government of
Sweden — for his neglect in dealing
with the pandemic, changing his
posture in international relations
by pointing to the possibility of
dialoguing and negotiating with
Maduro, after the fiasco of the
attempted invasion of Venezuela
and the previous attacks.

Bolsonaro has bet on chaos,
denying the expansion of the pan-
demic and proposing an end to
social isolation, refusing to take
any effective action by the State
that would guarantee broad access
to basic income for the more than
50 million workers who are in
extremely precarious conditions,
without a job or fighting for survival
as street vendors, Uber drivers and
autonomous workers of delivery
services, among others. Not sat-
isfied, he dismissed two health
ministers, who ended up clashing
with Bolsonaro’s anti-scientific and
denialist orientation. His actions
in this area contribute to further
dismantle the public health system,
the “SUS,” whose dismantling had
already been promoted by previ-
ous governments, in favour of the
interests of private companies of
the sector.

Bolsonaro has lost the sup-
port he had in various entities and
[social] organisations. Recent police
actions show the relative autonomy
of part of the Police, both the Civil
and the Federal one. The outbreak
of different operations may mean
a “green light” given by sections

of the bourgeoisie that prefer to
detach themselves from the Bol-
sonaro family and its fascist and
militia bases, in order to make the
formation of a new government
possible, a government that contin-
ues to faithfully serve the interests
of capital, but with an apparently
more rational and palatable face
to bourgeois institutions.

The rejection of Bolsonaro was
strengthened by the departure of
Minister Moro, who represented a
good part of the social middle layers
mobilised by Operation “Lava-a-
Jato” and its anti-corruption and
anti-petty content. This wear and
tear starts to be present, also, in
the popular strata, with each new
denunciation of corruption that
involves members of the govern-
ment and the Bolsonaro family,
which is shaking their image of
“myth”, “honest” and “defender
of the family”. The [bizarreness]
of Bolsonaro and his ministers, his
rudeness and lies, the incompetence
of the already dismissed Minister
of Education and his flight to the
United States, the repeated attacks
on the environment, on Science
and on the University also con-
tributed to increase the wear and
tear. Hence, Bolsonaro also began
to use the tactic of approaching
the so-called “Centrao” (a group of
“physiological” parties which act in
the centre of the political spectrum)
in the National Congress, in order to
obtain parliamentary support that
would avoid a possible impeach-
ment process. The appointment
of the new Minister of Education,
Carlos Decotelli, a black professor
with a postdoctoral degree, financier
and officer in the Navy reserve, “a
technical [staffer]” and apparently
not associated with the far-right
ideological faction, seems to be part
of a new tactic, which aims to make
the government more acceptable
for the so-called public opinion.

At the same time, the streets
once again have echoed the voices
of popular organisations and the
socialist left, reflecting the dehy-
dration of Bolsonarism and the
resumption of the actions of the
organised social movement, with
the presence of new actors, such
as many organised football club
fans who demonstrate a democratic
and anti-fascist attitude. These are
added to the political parties and
movements of unions, popular
and youth actions mobilised in the
defence of democracy, social rights
and in opposition to the Bolsonaro
government. It is worth noting the
presence on the streets of black
collectives and anti-racist acts, not
only as a sympathetic response to
the gigantic demonstrations going
on in the United States against the
assassination of George Floyd,
to police violence and structural
racism in that society, but funda-
mentally as a necessary reaction
to the politics of extermination of

black youth in Brazil, which has
deepened during the pandemic by
the actions of the Military Police
and state governments, as in Rio de
Janeiro and Sdo Paulo, where the
murders resulting from the violent
and repressive official incursions
into the proletarian communities
continue to occur.

However, despite the advance
of popular protests and the growing
political isolation of the govern-
ment, institutions of bourgeois
democracy such as the STF and
Parliament behave in a corporate
manner and seek to take advantage
of Bolsonaro’s wear and tear to force
a negotiated resignation and obtain
advantages, under the banner of
the fight against authoritarian-
ism, coup threats and the actions
of fascist groups. There is, in the
National Congress, a clear con-
servative majority that reflects well
the existing unity within the Bra-
zilian bourgeoisie, which remains
cohesive around the program of
ultraliberal, privatising reforms,
aiming to deepen the agenda for the
withdrawal of rights of the working
class and dismantling public assets,
such as the recent approval of bill
4162, which promotes the privati-
sation of water services and basic
sanitation in Brazil.

From the very first moment, the
PCB (Communist Party of Brazil)
encouraged the resumption of
occupation of the streets against
fascism, against racism, in defence
of democratic freedoms and com-
posing the unity of action, together
with other left political forces and
popular organisations, through
the movement that embraces the
slogan “Fora Bolsonaro” (Down
with Bolsonaro). At the same time,
we seek to participate in broader
spaces in the institutional field in
joint actions with parties of the
democratic field, as we did in the
registration, in Congress, of the
popular request for impeachment,
signed by hundreds of political and
social entities.

We understand that the main
banner of struggle at this time is
the overthrow of the government

of Bolsonaro, Mourdo and Guedes,
to stop the genocidal policy and
the destruction of rights in favour
of capital and imperialism. We
defend, on an emergency basis,
the extension of basic income and
the resumption of the Continuous
Benefit Benefit, the maintenance
of social isolation until the current
trend of growth of the pandemic
is reversed, the readmission of all
workers who have been dismissed,
the massive investment of the State
in public health structures for the
full fight against Coronavirus.
Besides combatting the pan-
demic, it is time to strengthen the
popular opposition movement
against the government and its
scorched earth policy, through
initiatives that deepen its politi-
cal isolation and are able to stop
the attacks of the bourgeoisie and
revoke the set of counter-reforms
and anti-popular measures, paving
the way for the construction of a
political alternative in favour of the
working class and popular sectors.
We must prepare ourselves
to face the new offensive that the
bourgeoisie will certainly carry out
in the post-pandemic period, with
a view to deepening the process of
withdrawing social rights, privati-
sations and the delivery of national
wealth. It is necessary to continue
denouncing and combatting the ills
of capitalism and neoliberal poli-
cies, responsible for the resound-
ing failure of the actions of the
bourgeois governments to face the
pandemic. Only the organisation
and mobilisation of formal and
informal workers, unemployed
and precarious workers in a firm
defence of labour and social rights,
through full employment, security,
guarantee of basic income, a 100
per cent public universal and free
health state sector, public invest-
ments and the re-[nationalisation]
of national services and companies,
may point to the resumption of the
economy in favour of the interests
and needs of the working people,
towards the construction of Popular
Power and Socialism.
Brazilian Communist Party (PCB) &

DOWN WITH BOLSONARO /| MOURAO AND GUEDES!
IN DEFENCE OF RIGHTS, JOBS AND SALARIES!
FOR DEMOCRATIC FREEDOMS!
TO THE STREETS AGAINST RACISM, FASCISM AND GOLPIST THREATS!
FOR THE POPULAR POWER, TOWARDS SOCIALISM!
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Hello Comrades! This week is our last week on economic theory.
Here, we have an article on how wealth is accumulated by an elite

few.

In our history section we have two articles. The first is an article
on strike actions and solidarity. It is incredibly important that we
remember the strength unions used to yield, and how they helped
each other, when the bosses attempted to stomp them.

The other article is a nice anecdotal story on how one comrade sold
the Tribune in Sydney. Here, a comrade in action, engaged with his
community and through that work was able to sell the paper, helping

finance the party.

EW Campbell

The Program of the Communist Party
of Australia, describing the main
present day economic trend, states:

“We live in the era of monopoly in indus-
try, finance, and commerce [...]

“The small industrial enterprise has given
way to the giant factory and steel mill [...]

“A financial oligarchy dominates every
phase of Australian life.”

In an attempt to cover up their domina-
tion the monopolists have invented the myth
of “People’s Capitalism.”

According to this myth ownership and
control of industry is not being concentrated
into fewer hands, as stated by Marx, but is
becoming more widely dispersed among
hundreds of thousands of small shareholders.

Lenin, in his well-known book, Imperial-
ism, The Highest Stage of Capitalism, long
ago demolished this myth. He said:

“Experience shows that it is sufficient to
own forty per cent of the shares of a company
to direct its affairs, since a certain number
of small shareholders find it impossible in
practice to attend general meetings.

“The ‘democratisation’ of the ownership
of shares, from which the bourgeois sophists
and opportunist ‘would-be’ Social ‘Demo-
crats’ expect (or declare that they expect) the
‘democratisation’ of capital, the strengthen-
ing of the role of small scale production, is in
fact one of the ways of in creasing the power
of the financial oligarchy.”

Striking confirmation of the truth of
Lenin’s observations and their validity for
Australia, is contained in a book entitled
Ownership and Control of Australian Com-
panies, by EL Wheelwright, D.F.C., M.A. (St.
Andrews), Senior Lecturer in Economics,
University of Sydney.

Wheelwright examined the sharehold-
ings of 102 of the largest public companies
registered in Australia in 1953.

He found there were 437 million shares
held in approximately 490,000 holdings.
Of these only 2,000 were large holdings of
£10,000 or more nominal value. But these
large holdings accounted for thirty-seven
per cent of the voting shares.

The remaining holdings were small,
being under £10,000 in nominal value,
and accounted for sixty-three per cent of
voting shares.

“Thus,” comments Wheelwright,
“although the greater part of the shares was
held by many thousands of small holders,
there was a heavy concentration of shares
in a few hands — one half of one per cent of
the holders owning thirty-seven per cent of
“the shares.”

Mr Wheelwright’s investigation sub-
stantiates Lenin’s claim that in practice the
hundreds of thousands of small shareholders
are excluded from control of the company
in which their capital is invested.

To exercise effective control today it is
no longer necessary even to own forty per
cent of the shares.

Mr Wheelwright, on the basis of his
analysis, sets the percentage as low as ten
to fifteen per cent. He says:

“It has long been realised that in large
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A FEW RICH FAMILIES
CONTROL OUR ECONOMY

public companies with thousands of share-
holders, the legal rights of the vast majority
of shareholders, as far as the selection of
directors is concerned, has very little sub-
stance in fact. The many small shareholders
who collectively own a large company are
too numerous, too unorganised and too
uninterested to have much control over the
selection of management.

“In these circumstances it is possible
for a small group of shareholders to be able
to select directors, even though they own a
minority of the voting capital

“The percentage of voting rights neces-
sary for the exercise of such control will
vary with circumstances; with a sufficiently
cohesive minority group it can be as low as
ten to fifteen per cent.”

Although it is far from his purpose, Mr
Wheelwright’s book nevertheless confirms
the conclusions of the Communist Party that
the main economic trend in Australia today
is towards dominance of monopoly.

On the concentration of production,
Mr Wheelwright quotes this comment by a
visiting American scholar:

Guardian

“There is a very high degree of “concen-
tration” in the (Australian) economy — the
largest seventy-five firms owning nearly
forty-five per cent of the total fixed assets
in manufacturing. The steel industry and
the glass industry are each in the hands of
a single firm, seventy per cent of the paper
industry in the hands of another, fifty per
cent of the rubber industry is in the hands
of still another, and so on for many impor-
tant industries.”

Mr Wheelwright also quotes the thirty-
fifth report of the Taxation Commissioner, to
illustrate the dominance of the large public
company in the economy.

The report for the income year 1953-54
shows that there were 25,508 private and
non-private companies with a taxable income
of £526.7 million. The taxable in come of the
130 largest accounted for £178 million or just
over one-third of the taxable income of all
taxable companies, both public and private.

The non-private companies clearly
dominate the scene, says Wheelwright. For
there were 5,492 non private companies and
they received seventy per cent of the taxable

income accruing to all taxable companies.
The other thirty per cent was attributable to
20,016 private companies.

The giants clearly dominate the public
companies, for, of all public companies, the
125 largest earned forty-seven per cent of
taxable income, distributed forty per cent
of the dividends, had forty-seven per cent
of the depreciation, forty-eight per cent of
plant value “and bought forty-nine per cent
of all plant purchased by public companies.

In manufacturing, the seventy-two largest
companies earned forty-two per cent of the
taxable income of all companies engaged in
manufacturing.

In the distribution of dividends the lion’s
share goes to a relatively small handful of
the biggest shareholders.

Mr Wheelwright concluded that 1,206
holdings (composed partly of family groups)
receive over one-fifth of all dividend paid out
directly to persons. The remaining four-fifths
are distributed among the other 487,475
personal holdings.

This article originally appeared in Tribune
January, 1958. &
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Coalfields morale was never
higher as mineworkers
entered the second week of
their vanguard battle to lift
their own and all workers’
wages and living standards
before the new depression
hits Australia.

Baby-starving, anti-strike leg-
islation, threats to use scab labour
and to call out the military have
served only to solidify the miners’
ranks, rouse their fighting spirit
and win them more support.

Nation-wide awareness by work-
ers that the miners’ fight is their fight
is shown in the support pledged to
miners at hundreds of meetings
in all States and in the flood of
telegrams protesting against anti-
miner legislation reaching Federal
and State Labor politicians from
as far North as Darwin around the
coast to Perth, Western Australia.

SPLITTERS
REBUFFED

Newcastle branch of the Water-
side Workers’ Federation carried
by an overwhelming majority a
resolution supporting the miners’
strike. A Grouper amendment sup-
porting the government and urging
the miners to submit their claims to
arbitration was crushingly defeated.

A mass meeting of railway
workers at Cardiff Loco Work-
shops pledged full support for the
miners’ strike and condemned the
Labor Government’s fund-freezing
legislation.

From Darwin came a telegram
reading: Darwin workers incensed
by starvation tactics of Federal Gov-
ernment. Mass stop-work meetings
today condemned legislation and
Labor Party betrayal. All workers
said no legislation would prevent
them assisting their mates, financial
response was mighty.

In Sydney, telegrams backing
the miners are pouring in from fac-
tories, district meetings of locked-
out workers, union meetings, and
meetings of seamen and wharfies
right along the waterfront.

250 BWIU [Building Workers’
Industrial Union] delegates at the
Trades Hall last Saturday heard
miner-speaker W Steers and, by
240 to 10, carried a resolution
condemning the fund-freezing leg-
islation. They collected £13/10/1
to aid the miners’ struggle.
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NATIONWIDE RALLY TO MINERS’
SIDE COALFIELDS MORALE HIGH

The Hospital Workers” Union
executive has joined the formidable
lineup of unions backing the miners
and has demanded that the ACTU
should declare its opposition to the
Government’s anti miner actions.

RAP
FUND-FREEZING

The Postal Workers’ Union
executive has declared that freez-
ing of union funds has been the
declared policy of the “Liberal”
and Country parties and should
be totally abhorrent to the Labor
Government.

Union stewards at Electric
Power Workshops, Chullora, passed
a resolution protesting against the
State Government’s drastic “emer-
gency” regulations.

Other protests have been
registered by mass meetings of
workers at McMahon’s Point ship
repair yard, wharfies at No. 2,
Woolloomooloo, and a number
of other points along the water-
front, AFULE (engine drivers),
women rail workers at Sydney
Yards sub-branch, workers at W
T Avery’s, AWU workers at Edu-
cation Department, while seamen
on at least twelve ships in Sydney
Harbour have roundly condemned
the Labor Government’s anti-union
actions in both State and Federal
Parliaments.

Lying press propaganda that
the strike is against arbitration,
from which, it is alleged, the miners
have gained many benefits, has
been answered effectively by the
Miners’ Federation.

Reaffirming that the strike is
against the coal owners and their
monopolist allies, the Federation
declares that every gain the miners
have won in the past has been by
struggle and only by struggle.

£100 CHALLENGE

Challenging claims that the
Joint Coal Board had vigorously
carried out its job of improving pit
and town amenities, the Federation
has declared it will give £100 to any
approved charity for every swim-
ming pool, community centre, or
meeting hall that can be found on
the coalfields.

The Federation’s challenge
is supported by the Joint Coal
Board’s own report, which admits
that out of 140 mines only five had
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a satisfactory bath and change
house, only four had underground
sanitation, and only twelve had
underground crib rooms.

Decent unionists have nothing
but contempt and loathing for the
mealymouthed clique at the head of
the ACTU and NSW Labor Council,
who are attempting to play the same
strikebreaking role in this struggle
as they played in the steel, gas and
fire brigades strikes.

Leftwing union leaders voiced
the sentiments of all honest work-
ers when they protested against
Labor Council President Anderson
attending last week’s talks with

ACTU officials after he had made
a statement to the bosses’ press
condemning the miners’ strike.

After Leftwing officials had
strongly condemned Anderson’s
actions and objected to sitting at
the same table with him during the
first day’s talks, he stayed away on
the second day.

The resolutions carried by a few
ALP Electoral Councils support-
ing the pro-coal-owner policy of
the Government will cut no more
ice with striking miners than the
similar resolution steamrollered
through NSW Labor Council by the
right-wing.
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The real feelings of all decent
ALP members were expressed by
Newcastle Trades Hall secretary
Dowling and three other promi-
nent members who resigned from
the Labor Party in disgust with its
fund-freezing legislation and joined
the Communist Party.

This legislation, which opposi-
tion leader Menzies has boasted
has been a plank in the “Liberal”
Party’s program since its inception,
has, like the mass lockout of work-
ers, boomeranged on its sponsors.
The article originally appeared in
Tribune July, 1949. &

THIS MAY HELP TRIB SALES

By a Correspondent

Success of the Darlinghurst-Kings
Cross (Sydney) Branch of the CPA
throws new light on the matter of the
right way and the not-so-right way to
canvass with the Tribune.

The way often followed by branches in
my experience has been the not-so-right.

Our method has been to pick out a
street, almost at random, and go from
door to door on a Sunday morning asking
the people to buy the Tribune.

Results have often been good, but
never as good as they should be.

A majority of the people have not
wanted to buy, and the result has often
been depressing, especially to new, inex-
perienced comrades.

But what else can be expected?

Most Australians don’t yet support
Communism. They don’t see the value
of its literature. Therefore, when first

approached, they can’t be expected to
want to part with sixpence so as to read
some.

This was very apparent to me during
one of our branch canvases last year.

Halfway along my allotted street I
made a quick decision. I asked my next
potential customer whether there was
anything he would like us to include in
any municipal campaign program we
might be drawing up for future elections.

That set him going about the bus
services and the high fares. The next cus-
tomer was even more eloquent on the
same topic. The discovery that someone,
whatever his politics, was willing to do
something about it made all these people
extremely cordial.

When I said, towards the end of an
interview, “By the way, this is our paper,
the Tribune” there were few who hesitat-
ed. I quickly sold out.

Our branch bulletin soon afterwards

featured the need for a bus service along
that street. Our first canvass this year was
along a street which is a notorious traffic
hazard.

We told the householders “We are
members of the Communist Party. Like
everybody else, we're concerned about
crossing this street safely. We are thinking
of setting up a petition [...]”

That was about as far as we could get,
mostly. At that point the citizen would
take the floor to voice his indignation at
the traffic hazard and his hearty approval
of any action to overcome it.

We sold out our Tribunes. Next
Sunday, when we returned with the peti-
tions, we sold out again.

Obviously some of the purchasers
should become regular customers and
members of the Party.

To sell all my Tribunes and to find
more people willing to buy than refused
to buy was something I had never before

experienced in canvasses extending over
many years.

These last two canvasses took place on
the Sundays immediately after the release
of the UN “report” on Hungary. Nobody
along that street seemed to have taken any
notice of it.

We'll press on with our campaign for
traffic lights. And as the citizens come to
know us better and, through us, the Party,
who can doubt that they themselves will
become eager, sellers of our literature?

Plenty will still buy the Tribune, who-
ever offers it to them.

But when it is offered to them by
someone they know personally as a friend
and helper of the people, they will buy a
good deal more willingly.

This article originally appeared in Tribune July,
1957, @&
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Dear Guardian Editor,

I had a nasty shock the other night,
on Thursday 18th June. I glued an A4
size notice to the statue of Lachlan
Macquarie in Hyde Park. I had done
it before. On it was a quote from Mac-
quarie himself:

“All Aborigines from Sydney onwards
are to be made prisoners of war and if they
resist they are to be shot and their bodies to
be hung from trees in the most conspicuous
places near where they fall so as to strike fear
into the hearts of surviving natives.”

This is an uncontroversial quote, part of
the 1816 Appin Massacre of the Gundaungarra
and Dharrawal people. These orders were
given by Macquarie, the Governor of NSW
(1810-1821) in the lead-up to the massacre
at Appin, 16km south of Campbelltown. At
least fourteen Indigenous people were killed,
driven by soldiers off a cliff. They were men,
women and children.

I was intercepted by three police cars
on College Street. I was taken to the police
station on Day Street, Darling Harbour,
where the police charged me and denied
bail. I was then taken to Surry Hills police
station lock-up. This was a shocker. Nothing

to read, no daylight, no clocks, endless wait-
ing, handcuffs when any of us were taken by
unfriendly guards, from the cell. We were
held incommunicado: no contact with the
outside, except for a buzzer, for emergency
use only. The toilet was open, at one side of
the bare room.

What saved it being complete purgatory
were Chen and Boo in the cell with me. Boo
needed psychological help, amiable but very
down at heel, talking and laughing to him-
self. Chen was a student from China. This
is where the most marginalised people are
held by the police. “Innocent until proved
guilty,” simply did not apply. It was run by
the “NSW Corrective Services.” I have yet
to discover what was “corrective” about it.
It was all punitive.

I was released after twenty hours. I feel
very sorry for Chen and Boo. I don’t know
what happened to them. An Aboriginal
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gentleman, Paul, who was with me in the
next dock at Day Street, was released at the
same time. We had become friends. He had
been distressed at the prospect of going to
Surry Hills lock-up. Now I understood why.

There are two issues here. The first is one
of freedom of expression. I did not deface
or harm the wretched statue, but gave infor-
mation about Macquarie that is not widely
known — his part in killing the true owners
of the land Europeans stole and colonised.
Secondly, the conditions in which prisoners
are kept amount to mental torture, and are
a scandal. The penal colony lives on under
our feet.

I have an excellent lawyer. I will be
“pleading” not guilty. As the East Timorese
always said, “TO RESIST IS TO WIN”.

With solidarity and best wishes,

Stephen Langford OT
(Order of Timor)

DON’T LET THE VICTORS
WARP HISTORY!

Seamus Carey

It is expressed often and in
various words that our under-
standing of history forms, to a
large extent, our understand-
ing of the present and future.
Often enough to sound trite;
yet the fact does not cease to
be true.

All things exist in constant
motion and change, and nations and
their societies, and the lives of the
people of which they are comprised,
are no exception. Just as with the
motion of a body through space, we
cannot foresee its trajectory from a
static snapshot of the present; we
must see its motion over time, and
so derive an understanding of the
forces acting upon (and within) it.

Thus for those who seek to
falsify the present and future, it is
also necessary to falsify the past.

The history of the Second World
War has become a particularly
significant area of struggle over
interpretations, reinterpretations,
and historical revisionism.

The legacy of this war continues
to shape our world today: it led to
the formation of the UN, where
the five countries with permanent
seats and veto power on the Security
Council remain the five victorious
powers of the war.

The first protracted campaign
of distortion of the historical facts
of the war began not long after the
war had ended. The US had already
begun planning its new offensive
against the Soviet Union, which
would dominate world events for
four decades. The high esteem in
which the Soviet Union and its
leadership were held at the time
was an inconvenience that they
had to somehow overcome.

Masses of people around the
world, including in Australia, saw
the Soviet Red Army and Stalin’s
leadership as the main force which
won the horrific war against fascism
seventy-five years ago. The Com-
munist Party of Australia surged
in membership, as did dozens of
fraternal parties around the world,
and many new socialist states were
established.

Several facts were still in living
memory, and the many subsequent
decades of imperialist propaganda
obscuring or negating them had
not yet had the full effect they have
had by now:

The root cause of the war was
undeniably fascism itself, a social
formation and corresponding politi-
cal doctrine which can only lead to
the most extreme level of hostility
and aggressive expansion.

American and Russian troops converged at the Elbe River in Germany.

Although events external to fas-
cism itself must be understood as
most secondary causes, one of the
main external events which set up
the conditions for the war was the
“Munich Betrayal” — the cowardly
approval by Britain and France of
Germany’s (as well as subsequently,
Poland’s and Hungary’s) annexa-
tion of parts of Czechoslovakia.
This agreement was made without
Czechoslovakia’s input, and strongly
denounced by the Soviet Union.

The Soviet Union and com-
munists around the world vocally
warned of the dangers of fascism,
and gave a scientific analysis of it.
Meanwhile, capitalists and aristo-
crats, their governments, and the
Catholic Church among others,
were mostly ambivalent or outright
supportive of fascism.

The Soviet government, know-
ing that Nazi Germany was plan-
ning war against them, made many
attempts to secure military pacts
with Britain and France against
Germany. Those powers however,
also expected such a war to take
place, and desired it in order to
weaken or destroy the Soviet Union,
which they saw as a greater enemy
than fascism. As such, the Soviet
Union was forced to negotiate a
non-aggression pact with Germany
in order to buy more time to prepare
for the war.

Over two weeks after the
German invasion of Poland, once

the Polish government effectively
ceased to exist, the Red Army
advanced into the now ungoverned
land in order to push back against
further Nazi expansion.

The heroic victory by Soviet
forces at Stalingrad turned the tide
of the war against Nazi fascism,
which after two further years of
struggle culminated in the Soviet
capture of Berlin and final defeat
of Nazi rule. The Red Army was
then freed up to join the struggle
to expel the Japanese fascists from
China and Korea, and in coopera-
tion with local forces was able to
quickly overwhelm the Japanese
invaders. The ease with which the
entrance of Soviet forces ensured
the defeat of the now friendless
Japanese military made their sur-
render inevitable, with or without
the US’ decision to drop two nuclear
bombs on Japan and kill hundreds
of thousands of civilians.

The US, however, quickly set
about promoting a narrative in
which they were the main heroes,
and their act of nuclear mass
murder was both necessary and
sufficient to end the war. This ver-
sion has now become “common
knowledge” in much of the Western
world including Australia, under
the influence of decades of anti-
communist government and media,
and American films.

This story is combined with
the anti-communist trope of the

supposed moral equivalency of fas-
cism and communism, and the vital
role that the Soviet Union played in
liberating the world from fascism
is ignored or negated.

In more recent times, the EU
has been playing a major role in
furthering this distortion of the
history of the war. Last year, the
EU parliament passed a resolution
claiming the war “was caused by
the notorious Nazi-Soviet Treaty of
Non-Aggression of 23 August 1939,”
and portrayed the two countries
with diametrically opposite systems
and ruling ideologies as equivalent.
The resolution also attacked the
modern-day Russian government
for disagreeing with this supposed
truth, and claimed that the Russian
government is “currently promot-
ing the view that Poland, the Baltic
States and the West are the true
instigators of WW2".

It seems the EU is now unable
to perceive the possibility of any
interpretation which places the
overwhelming bulk of blame
squarely on Nazi Germany itself!

The resolution was particularly
pushed by the far-right Polish gov-
ernment, which has also passed
legislation at home criminalising
the act of acknowledging any Polish
complicity in Nazi crimes. This is
despite a wealth of evidence that
there was widespread complic-
ity by many Polish individuals as
well as organised groups in the

Holocaust, including by groups
and figures now regarded as heroes
in Poland for their status as anti-
communist militants. The murder-
ous anti-semitism of many of these
right-wing thugs is whitewashed
and even made illegal to mention.
Even the Israeli regime, which is
often content to go along with anti-
communist narratives concocted by
European anti-semites, protested
these moves by the Polish govern-
ment (as well as similar ones by
Ukraine) as constituting a form of
Holocaust denial.

This makes the allegations the
Polish government spreads about
Russia being the main distorter of
the history of the war even more
unforgivable.

Attacks on truth were a persist-
ent feature of the old cold war, and
as the Western powers increas-
ingly treat the present as a new
cold war, they are again ramping
up. With the recent attacks by the
Australian government on demo-
cratic and press freedoms as well
as the entire education system, we
must be extremely wary of rewrites
of history, both imported and
home-grown.

The truth is immortal: the
heroic struggle and immense sac-
rifices by the Soviet people to liber-
ate the world from fascism leave us

-

forever in their debt. @
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“END THE SILENCE” OVER
BRITAIN’S TORTURE OF
JULIAN ASSANGE, WARN
DOCTORS AROUND THE WORLD

Over 200 medical profession-
als sign letter warning “we do
not want him to die” in pris-
on cell

More than 200 doctors from
33 countries have signed a letter to
seek to end the “complicit silence”
of British officials over the “psycho-
logical torture” of Julian Assange.

Doctors for Julian Assange have
written in medical publication The
Lancet to demand an end to the
“medical neglect and torture” of
the Wikileaks founder.

Assange has been held in HMP
Belmarsh for over a year after he
was seized by British police in
the Ecuadorian embassy. He was
refused bail in March.

Last year UN medical expert
Nilz Melzer said that Assange was
displaying all the symptoms of
a person subjected to prolonged
psychological torture.

The letter, published yesterday,
warns that Melzer issued a “further
warning that the inhumane condi-
tions of Mr Assange’s detention in
Belmarsh may soon end up costing
him his life.”

The doctors claim that the risks
to Assange’s life and health have
“grown more acute” since the UN
rapporteurs issued warnings over
the coronavirus.

During lockdown the

imprisoned journalist is being
held in solitary confinement for
twenty-three hours a day. Requests
for a radio were denied until he
received one just last week, they
said in the letter.

Earlier this month, the 48-year-
old was said to be too ill to attend
the latest court hearing in his
extradition case.

He is wanted in the US to face
seventeen charges under the Espio-
nage Act, as well as conspiracy to
commit computer intrusion after
the publication of classified docu-
ments, including those exposing
war crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The letter reads: “We have a
professional and ethical duty to
speak out against torture, report
past torture, to stop present torture
and to prevent future torture.

“Psychiatrists and clinical psy-
chologists have recently warned
that silence on Mr Assange’s torture
may well facilitate his death. The
silence must be broken.”

It follows a previous letter by
the group last year, which it says
was ignored.

Dr L Johnson, a campaigner
in the group, told the Star she
believes this reflects an “attitude
of impunity for torture and human
rights abuse, and a lack of a sense
of accountability to citizens.”

“Alarm at the escalation of
abuses against Julian Assange,
both during his extradition hear-
ing and during the coronavirus
crisis, has prompted Doctors for
Assange to repeat these demands,”
she continued.

“Julian Assange’s life is at very
real risk as a result of his inhumane
treatment, and that risk is growing.
We do not want him to die.”

United Nations special rappor-
teur on torture Nils Melzer told the
Morning Star:

“T welcome the renewed call
of numerous medical doctors for
Assange’s release.

“More than seven months ago, I
warned that Mr Assange’s life may
be in danger and officially called on
the UK government to bar his extra-
dition to the United States and to
promptly release him to allow him
to recover his health and rebuild
his personal and professional life.

“I voiced serious concern at his
prolonged isolation and the ‘blatant
and sustained arbitrariness’ shown
by both the judiciary and the gov-
ernment in this case, which ‘sug-
gests an alarming departure from
the UK’s commitment to human
rights and the rule of law.””

These broader concerns, which
were reinforced by the government’s
refusal to conduct the long-awaited

judicial inquiry into British involve-
ment in the CIA torture and rendi-
tion programme, have been further
exacerbated by the UK govern-
ment’s recent attempt to introduce,
through the Overseas Operations

Bill, a five-year statute of limitation
even for the most serious crimes
committed by UK personnel, includ-
ing torture, war crimes and crimes
against humanity.”
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YEMENI CHILDREN
TO STARVE AMID COVID-19 PANDEMIC’S AID LOSS

As the COVID-19 pandemic is spread-
ing across Africa, about 23,500 Yemeni
children with severe acute malnutri-
tion will be at increased risk of dying
amid a “huge” drop in humanitarian
help, Friday alerted the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The organisation informed that it
needs almost half a billion US dollars to
save children from the brink of starvation
in the country that has the most massive
humanitarian crisis in the world.

According to a press release published
to call for funding, UNICEF says that
out of the 24 million people in need of
humanitarian assistance, 12 million are
children.

On 1st June 2020, several humanitar-
ian organisations working in the country
made an urgent plea for funding as the
COVID-19 pandemic had forced them to
stop operations.

About seventy-five per cent of UN
programs in Yemen have had to shut
their doors or reduce their work. The UN
World Food Program had to cut rations
in half, and UN-funded health services
were reduced in 189 out of 369 hospitals
nationwide.

As the humanitarian crisis escalates,
the organisation warned that unless by
the end of August, they receive US$54.5m,
23,500 children could be at risk of death.

The country has been in war since

2014. During that time, more than
100,000 people were killed, the conflict
has shut down or destroyed half of Yem-
en’s health facilities, and driven four mil-
lion Yemenis from their homes.

The armed conflicts have kept 10.2
million children without access to primary
healthcare; UN warns as there are now 7.8
million children unable to access educa-
tion because due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic schools have closed.

About 1,000 cases and 288 deaths
from COVID-19 have been recorded
in government-controlled territory in
Yemen, and fewer by rebels in areas under
their control. However, the organisation
believes the actual number is far higher.

In a statement addressed to govern-
ments and donors all over the world
published on 28th May, UNICEF asked
for urgent help as the cut in funding is
impacting the lives of children severely.

“After five years of conflict, more than
twelve million children and six million
women of childbearing age need some
kind of humanitarian assistance. Their
health, nutrition, safety, and education are
already at risk as systems collapse from
the fighting. More than a million pregnant
women are malnourished. As COVID-19
spreads throughout Yemen, their futures
will be at even greater risk,” the UN
remarked.
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Mark Gruenberg

Snaking its way from the
Washington Navy Yard to
the US Senate, a caravan of
cars driven by Postal Work-
ers delivered petitions with
two million names on them,
demanding lawmakers enact
the Heroes Act, including its
US$25 billion to save the US
Postal Service (USPS) from
financial devastation the coro-
navirus has caused to its reve-
nues and potential subsequent
collapse.

Led by Postal Workers’ Ameri-
can Postal Workers Union (APWU)
President Mark Dimondstein,
actor John “Bowser” Bauman, and
Rahna Epting, executive director of
MoveOn, the caravan and its allies
delivered the petitions in huge white
Express Mail cartons to the foot of
Capitol Hill.

Their objective during the
“Save The Post Office Day Of
Action”: To pressure senators,
especially the chamber’s ruling
Republicans, to override their
kingpin, Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., and approve
the US$3 trillion economic aid
measure.

Caravanners appealed for con-
tinuing support from listeners and
viewers — on social media using the
hashtag #SaveThePostOffice, by
sending messages on the APWU’s
website, or by calling senators toll
free at 844-402-1001.

“The post office is literally under
threat of running out of money,”
Dimondstein said. Repeating an
argument he used before, he added,
“The Cares Act” — the prior US$2
trillion aid bill Congress passed in
March — “generated over US$500
billion for private corporations, but
nothing for the post office.”

“And if the post office runs out
of money, everything else goes
up for grabs in terms of service”
to the entire nation, since it’s the
only delivery service that reaches
everyone in the US, and cheaply
— US$o0.55 for a first-class letter
— he added. That includes food,

medicines, and absentee ballots,
he noted.

That latter item — ballots —
highlights the particularly crucial
role of the post office in ensuring
a fair and accessible election this
November. With COVID-19 still
expected to be ravaging the nation
by the fall, the importance of vote-
by-mail will only increase. The
GOP under Trump have targeted
vote-by-mail as a threat to their
re-election chances and are doing
everything possible to stop its
expansion. That’s another impor-
tant part of the explanation for why
the Republicans are determined to
cripple the Postal Service.

The US$25 billion for the USPS
in the Heroes Act would go only to
offset the crash in postal revenues
the coronavirus caused, Dimond-
stein said. It’s also a very small part
of the bill.

Among other economic aid, the
measure extends federal unem-
ployment benefits for millions of
jobless workers through 31st Janu-
ary and provides US$915 billion to
keep state and local governments
— including schools — going while
the nation combats the Depres-
sion caused by anti-coronavirus
shutdowns, social distancing, and
other measures.

But McConnell is sitting on
the bill, which the Democratic-run
House approved earlier this year.
He calls it a “Democratic wish list.”
His opposition led the caravan out
onto the streets of DC, with similar
processions — all in vehicles to let
drivers meet anti-coronavirus social
distancing standards — nationwide.

“The petitions can show you
what people are passionate about,”
Epting explained. “Hundreds of
thousands have signed and more
hundreds of thousands got stick-
ers saying, ‘We love the Postal
Service.””

The stickers are not the only evi-
dence of wide support for keeping
the USPS up and running and its
630,000 workers (a heavy majority
of them unionists and many of them
people of colour, female, veterans,
or a combination) on the job.
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“SAVE USPS”

2 million petitions to Washington

Public opinion polls show nine-
ty-one per cent support, including
majority Republican support, for
the Postal Service — especially in
rural areas whose residents depend
on it for delivery of food, medicines,
and other vital items during the
pandemic.

And sixty-nine per cent of
respondents back the direct cash
no-strings-attached payment, which
is what APWU, the Letter Carriers,
the Mail Handlers/Laborers, the
AFL-CIO, Jobs With Justice, the
Alliance for Retired Americans, and
other supporters advocate.

The USPS board, all named by
GOP President Donald Trump, also
supports the aid, and has been very
cooperative in providing personal
protective equipment (PPE), social
distancing, and other measures to
guard against coronavirus spread
among USPS workers, Dimond-
stein said.

Nevertheless, thousands have
been sickened and nearly seventy
have died.

Guardian

post Office

Congress

And while the Trump-named
board supports the cash, Trump
doesn’t. He wants to dismantle the
USPS and turn it over to privatis-
ers, several speakers said.

His Treasury Secretary and
chief coronavirus aid negotiator,
Steve Mnuchin, demands that
any USPS aid depend on firing
workers, closing post offices,
ending Saturday service, jacking
up rates, and ripping up union
contracts.

The twin threats prompted
other speakers to campaign for the
no-strings-attached aid.

“The Postal Service is consid-
ered the most essential enterprise
in America, and it’s needed now
more than ever to overcome this
pandemic,” said Letter Carriers
President Fredric Rolando. Since
USPS deficits “have soared into
the billions” due to a fifty per cent
decline in money-making first-class
mail, “the Senate leadership must
step up and send a clear signal to
the entire country” that it supports

USPS and its workers by passing
the Heroes Act.

“I live in a small community
in Southern New Jersey,” JWJ
Executive Director Erica Smiley
explained. She telecommutes
to her job, but her neighbours
“depend on the Postal Service for
medicines, food, and often personal
contact” when quarantined by the
coronavirus. The US$25 billion “is
an opportunity to fully invest in a
public Postal Service.”

AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka coupled his support of
the money for the USPS with a
direct shot at Trump, though not
by name. “The USPS works at serv-
ing us, but they’re under attack
not just from the virus, but from
their own government,” he said
of Trump’s destruction scheme.
“Why is our president trying to
drive the agency into oblivion? It’s
ideology. It’s privatisation [...] and
it’s shameful.”
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