
THE WAY FORWARD TO 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Anna Pha

As the economic crisis continues to 
unfold, the government is already 
talking about a budget surplus and 
a return to its neoliberal agenda. Its 
plans will only deepen and prolong the 
economic crisis and create even more 
hardship for working people who are 
on the receiving end of these policies.

More than one in fi ve workers is either 
unemployed and looking for work or under-
employed. Since February 2020, 838,000 
jobs have been lost. Young workers aged 
fi fteen to twenty-four are the hardest hit, 
with an offi  cial unemployment rate of 16.1 
per cent as their employment plunged by a 
whopping 102,900. (ABS 6202.0)

Close to 3.6 million people receive the 
JobKeeper payment. They have either been 
stood down or are still working but not nec-
essarily for the same hours or paid as much 
as before.

These are just a few of the cold, hard 
statistics released earlier this month. Every 
single one of those hundreds of thousands 
of aff ected workers and their families repre-
sents real people, facing an uncertain future.

Prior to the pandemic, almost four dec-
ades of neoliberal economic policies and the 
attacks on the trade union movement had 
already taken a substantial toll on working 
arrangements, job security and wages. Aus-
tralia had the third highest rate of insecure 
work of any OECD country with three mil-
lion or more workers employed as casual, 
contract, labour hire, and gig workers.

These workers are denied basic rights 
such as sick leave, annual leave and other 
forms of paid leave. They are less likely to 
be organised in a trade union or to benefi t 
from collective bargaining or occupational 
health and safety protections. Their hours 
and income could fl uctuate from zero to 
fourteen hours or more in a day, with no 
certainty of enough work to pay the bills.

EXCESS CAPACITY
Prior to the pandemic, the Australian 

economy was already heading into a reces-
sion. The private sector was experiencing 
reduced demand for goods and services. 
There was excess capacity in the economy. 
Since then the infl ux of migrants, interna-
tional students and visa workers has dried 
up, further restricting growth.

The Reserve Bank of Australia Governor 
Phillip Lowe had been begging the govern-
ment to provide a stimulus to the economy, 
all to no avail. It had even called for higher 
wages.

With the massive increase in unemploy-
ment and underemployment there will be 

even less demand and a tendency by many 
workers and their families to only spend 
on absolute necessities for fear of what the 
future holds.

Excess capacity does not require 
measures to increase capacity which is the 
neoliberal approach. Giving the corporate 
sector more tax cuts will not result in new 
investments. The private sector will only 
make new investments when it believes it 
will be profi table to do so. At present it sees 
no point in doing this.

Nor can the crisis be addressed by giving 
the rich further tax cuts. That money will not 
fl ow back into the economy creating demand.

Job creation will not and cannot come 
from the private sector in the present condi-
tions. It must be a public sector-led recovery 
with the public sector taking responsibility 
for job creation and the future direction of 
the economy.

ROLE OF 
PUBLIC SECTOR

The anarchistic nature of capitalism is 
such that the economy is not planned. It 
is left to the “markets” – meaning foreign 
monopolies. As a result Australia’s economy 
is distorted, in particular, lacking in sophisti-
cated manufacturing and a technology sector.

Australia does not have a public phar-
maceutical industry as such, it relies heavily 
on the privatised Commonwealth Serum 
Laboratories and over-priced imports. Both 
the pharmaceutical industry and manufac-
turing were seen wanting from the onset of 
the pandemic.

The private hospital system was not in 
a position to handle the health crisis. It was 
necessary for the state to take over their 
hospitals.

It quickly became apparent when the 
crisis hit just how heavily Australia relies 
on imports for many of life’s essentials. The 
consequences of the destruction of Austral-
ian shipping also became apparent.

The resources sector been able to buy-
off  successive governments, and build an 
economy heavily reliant on mining, turning 
Australia into a large quarry without consid-
eration of the environmental consequences, 
the loss of fertile farming land, the theft of 
Aboriginal land, and the destruction of sacred 
Aboriginal sites.

The Australian government also has failed 
to adopt measures to address climate change, 
loss of biodiversity, let alone plan for a just 
transition to sustainable energy sources.

Government planning for the use of 
land and allocation of resources is vital to a 
recovery and Australia’s long-term future.
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ARTS AND 
HUMANITIES 

SUFFER UNDER NEW 
GOVERNMENT PLAN

Two weeks ago, education minister Dan Tehan an-
nounced that the Morrison government would double 
student fees for courses in the arts and humanities, 
as well as in commerce and law. The alarming hike 
in student fees comes as the government intends to 
lower the costs for STEM degrees. 

Tehan also announced that an extra 39,000 univer-
sity places for Australian students would be funded 
by 2023.

While this may sound like the government is 
contributing more to our education system, they are 
actually contributing less. The Commonwealth cur-
rently contributes fi fty-eight per cent to the fi nancial 
cost of degrees which will drop to fi fty-two per cent 
under the new overhaul. Not surprising, students will 
be forced to pick up the slack as student contributions 
to university degrees will be raised from forty-two 
per cent to forty-eight per cent. Additionally, those 
extra placements come at no cost to the government. 
According to the ABC, Tehan plans for “the cost of 
the extra places [to] be borne by student fees.”

What is the logic behind this move? According 
to the ABC “the government says its priorities have 
been defi ned by pre-pandemic modelling showing 
[sixty-two] per cent of employment growth in the 
next fi ve years will be in health care, science and 
technology, education, and construction.” 

There is no doubt that these sectors will grow in 
the next fi ve years. However, the question left linger-
ing is this: does our government have “priorities” in 
increasing the employment growth in these sectors? 

According to the Sydney Morning Herald, “the 
2015 staffi  ng cap on the public service has left the 
Commonwealth Scientifi c and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO) unable to keep up with the 
demands of its own scientifi c projects.”

As a result, CSIRO, our chief scientifi c agency, has 
been unable to hire recent graduates directly and 
instead as had to increase the number of external 
contracts “which [are] costly for taxpayers and fails 
to off er secure employment.”

According to public think tank Percapita in its 
submission to the Senate, “The latest budget was 
relatively sparse on scientifi c investment with [...] 
just over $45 million over the next three years” to be 
spent “on the industry, innovation and science port-
folio.” Most of which ($31 million) was front-loaded 
for the 2019-20 fi nancial year. 

This underinvestment has led many of our recent 
graduates to fi nd employment overseas in such coun-
tries as Germany. 

Does this sound like a government concerned with 
increasing employment? Hardly.

Furthermore, the devaluing of the arts and hu-
manities is nothing new. Right-wing ministers and 
governments have always taken umbrage with the 
education delivered at our universities, and one 
doesn’t have to look far to see the phrase “Marxist 
indoctrination” when it comes to claims that stu-
dents are being brainwashed. While their claim that 
students are trained to be communists is absurd, it 
refl ects a level of understanding of what is taught 
in these faculties. Many of these fi elds deal with the 
study of society’s most maligned: women, LGBT+, and 
people of colour. In a lot of instances, these fi elds 
highlight society’s historical and on-going oppression 
of these people, mostly without a Marxist perspective. 
In fi elds such as philosophy, critical thinking skills 
are developed, which allow students to challenge our 
understanding of the world. 

Knowledge is power. Education is the means by 
which we acquire it. By systemically destroying these 
areas of study with unacceptable fees, our govern-
ment is attempting to deny access to knowledge that 
will ultimately challenge its hegemony.

Guardian
Issue 1921 June 29, 2020

Support the Guardian by donating to Press Fund

THE WAY FORWARD TO 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBASTOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA
Also solidarity with Venezuela & GazaAlso solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm Friday July 17
Sydney Martin Place – Outside of US Consulate Offi ce

PRESS FUND
Maintaining print media is an expensive operation, and certainly not a profitable 
one for a newspaper like the Guardian that does not carry corporate advertising. 
We advertise progressive activities without charge. It is just one way we can support 
peace, environmental, trade union, the CPA and other organisations and movements. 
The Press Fund was set up to support the Guardian so that we can keep the costs of 
production down.  All contributions to the Press Fund assist, no matter how large or 
small. Many thanks to this week’s contributors:
Dr G Dittura $30.00, E Seymour $25, Digireb $30.00, N Lesses $20
This week’s total:  $105.00 Cumulative total:  $1,600.00

Continued from page 1
The higher education sector has been increasingly 

starved of funding, and as a consequence the reliance 
on foreign students left it very vulnerable, by a gov-
ernment that does not value education.

Neoliberalism found the public sector unprepared 
for such a pandemic. The private sector, on which 
the government relied, had not found it profi table 
to take the necessary measures such as stockpiling 
personal protective equipment. The manufactur-
ing sector was found wanting. It had largely gone 
off shore, again hampering measures to address the 
coronavirus.

Corporate tax cuts and expansion of fossil fuel 
industries, as the government plans, will not work. 
Apart from increasing Australia’s carbon footprint 
and creating relatively few jobs, it robs the budget of 
fi nances to do what is necessary.

KEEP JOBKEEPER 
AND JOBSEEKER

If the government shuts down JobKeeper or begins 
to wind it back at the end of September, it will not only 
drive hundreds of thousands of workers into poverty, 
but will reduce their prospects of a return to work in 
the near future or ever.

JobKeeper and JobSeeker and the cash payments 
to people on low incomes have and still are playing an 
important role in reducing the severity of the crisis. 
They not only are of benefi t to their recipients but 
play a critical role in keeping some businesses afl oat 
and provide people with the means to purchase goods 
and services.

This was understood at the time the Treasurer 
introduced them, but has been quickly overlooked as 
the pressure mounts to remove them from the hard 
right within the Coalition.

Any reduction in JobSeeker would be catastrophic 
for the unemployed, as would a return of the Youth 
Allowance and Austudy to their former levels. Prior 
to the introduction of an additional coronavirus pay-
ment of $550 per fortnight, the unemployed were 
expected to survive on $40 a day, and students and 
unemployed youth (aged 18-24 living away from 
home) on $33 a day.

JobKeeper should be extended until the end of 
the year as a minimum and the JobSeeker payment 
remain at $1,100 per fortnight. This is important for 
the wellbeing of their recipients and for the economy.

JOB SECURITY 
AND LIVING WAGE

At the same time, the millions of “casual” work-
ers who are in ongoing roles should have permanent 
full-time or part-time work, as they request, and be 
paid a living wage. Body hire should be restricted to 
where it is absolutely unavoidable. All workers should 
receive full leave entitlements and other benefi ts of 
union negotiated industry agreements.

All casuals, visa workers and others who were 
excluded from JobKeeper should be included. This 
punitive, “blame the victim” approach, is unjust and 
based on the lie that it is the fault of the unemployed 

that they are unemployed. It’s not. The capitalist 
system is the cause of unemployment.

The recent decision to increase the minimum wage 
by a miserly $13 per week falls far short of what is 
needed. All workers should be paid a living wage. It 
is scandalous that in a wealthy country such as Aus-
tralia, there is a large strata of working poor, many 
of whom rely on charities to get by.

There is an immediate need to increase house-
hold spending, which means putting more money in 
people’s pockets, increasing the purchasing power of 
people to boost demand.

JOB CREATION
Governments at all levels must take the lead, 

provide the wherewithal for job creation and ensure 
that people have money for every day basics. The 
superannuation funds can also play an important 
role in this. Funding should be allocated to the public 
sector. These projects should include construction 
and additional staffi  ng for:
• aff ordable housing
• aged care centres
• schools and early childhood education centres
• transport
• hospitals
• preventative health care
• services to regional and rural areas.

If Australia is to have a highly educated and skilled 
workforce, then there should be free early childhood 
education and abolition of TAFE and university fees 
with an increase in Austudy.

Centre Link requires a complete overhaul. It has 
been deliberately run into the ground, making it almost 
impossible to get through on the phone due to lack of 
staffi  ng. Contracting out of job placement and other 
services should cease. The built-in layer of profi ts 
could be redirected to the employment of more staff .

At the same time, job creation programs should 
be based on a just transition to renewables, with jobs 
and retraining provided to workers in the fossil fuel 
sector. No worker should be left behind and no worker 
should see their income decline.

TRADE UNION RIGHTS
Job creation, improvements in living standards, 

and protection of wages and working conditions will 
not come from a Coalition government or from the 
bosses. It will take a struggle in the workplace and 
the wider community.

One of the priorities in this struggle is the right 
to strike and the repeal of all anti-union laws. The 
government has not given up on its Ensuring Integ-
rity legislation. Its contents will reappear, perhaps in 
a bill by another name with even harsher measures.

At the same time it is essential to rebuild a strong, 
militant trade union movement prepared to advance 
the class struggle and political struggle. Without that, 
it will be a “recovery” for big business, not a people’s 
recovery.

The Communist Party of Australia is committed 
to supporting that struggle. It is also committed to 
changing the system from capitalism to socialism. 
Only under socialism can people’s needs become the 
priority. 
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ACTU President Michele O’Neil will tell the Sen-
ate Inquiry into the government’s response to 
COVID-19 that the response has fallen short on 
wage subsidies, sick leave and OHS while ignor-
ing the impact of the pandemic on women and 
young people.

The ACTU call for paid pandemic leave will be a 
key focus of Ms O’Neil’s testimony. The ACTU has 
been calling for two weeks paid pandemic leave to be 
made available to all employees, including casuals, 
but despite both the Queensland and Victorian gov-
ernment’s introducing a similar scheme the Morrison 
government has not acted.

Ms O’Neil will tell the Inquiry the Government 
was slow to act in introducing a wage subsidy and has 
failed to expand the system to those who are excluded 
or extend it beyond September despite under-spending 
by $60 billion.

The Morrison government has failed to address the 
gaps the pandemic has exposed in our OHS system, and 
despite evidence – including polling conducted for the 
ACTU which showed only a tiny proportion of businesses 
were ready for workers to return – has failed to update 
the system to ensure that working people are kept safe.

The government has also failed to recognise the dis-
proportionate impact the pandemic is having on young 
people and women, who have lost the majority of jobs 
and hours of work since the beginning of the shutdown.

ACTU President Michele O’Neil said:
“Calls to expand and extend JobKeeper, provide 

pandemic leave, close loopholes in the OHS system 
and provide support for women and young people have 
fallen on deaf ears.

“We have seen two of the biggest states introduce 
a form of paid support for workers without paid leave 
entitlements to help stop the spread of COVID-19 and 
to encourage testing and isolation yet the Morrison 
government refuses to help the more than three million 
Australian’s at risk of falling ill and potentially spread-
ing the virus without access to sick leave.

“Now the Morrison government is already talking 
about winding up JobKeeper while we set new records 
for those out of work and needing more hours. We need 
to be doing more to support working people and the 
economy, not less.

“The ACTU has published an eight-point plan which 
addresses all of these issues and we stand ready to dis-
cuss it with the government.

“The fi ght against the virus isn’t over, and the Mor-
rison government must do more to ensure that Austral-
ian workers are protected.” 

Australia

ACTU PRESIDENT MICHELE 
O’NEIL CALLS ON COVID SENATE 

INQUIRY TO SUPPORT PAID 
PANDEMIC LEAVE

Statement from 
Joanne Schofield, 
National President, 
United Workers’ Union.

Many United Workers Union 
members are award-reliant 
and are impacted by the min-
imum wage decision. Many 
United Workers Union mem-
bers are cleaners, security 
guards, early childhood edu-
cators, food services work-
ers, farm workers, hospitality 
workers and aged and home 
care workers.

Many essential workers are also 
some of Australia’s lowest paid. 

Australia has been able to manage 
the public health crisis of COVID-
19 because of the frontline workers 
we have all relied on.

Countless United Workers 
Union members have worked 
during the pandemic for less than 
they would have received under 
JobKeeper – and many are sup-
porting families on their low wage.

Whilst this very modest rise will 
lead to some relief for the sectors 
eligible from 1st July, the stag-
gered approach will lead to greater 
inequality across our workforces 
in this damaged economy.

We welcome the Fair Work 
Commission recognising our 

cleaners as essential service work-
ers included in the fi rst phase of 
the award rise, alongside early 
childhood educators and aged 
and home care workers. But it is a 
troubling decision for our security 
guard members, excluded until the 
second phase and our hospitality 
and food services members who 
will face a rising cost of living whilst 
excluded from any wage relief until 
1st February 2021.

Minimum wage increases are 
not saved, they are spent in local 
businesses. Staggering the pay-
ments pulls spending out of the 
economy at a time when it is des-
perately needed.

Workers know we are in uncer-
tain economic times, but it is not 
up to the lowest paid to carry the 
can for that – not when they are the 
ones out there working every day 
– and night – to keep us safe, and 
keeping so many sectors vital to the 
Australian economy functioning.”

Statement from Sofi a Floros, 
award-reliant cleaner: “I’m very, 
very disappointed in this decision 
and my husband has lost his job.

“It’s nothing for workers on 
the Cleaning Services Award. We 
work very hard, and it’s very low 
pay. Those business people who say 
we should not get a pay rise, they 
should come and live in my shoes. 

Cleaners have bills, mortgages, 
groceries. The cost of vegetables 
has increased so much.

“We haven’t had the right 
amount of pay rise for years, we 
are invisible people that no one 
can see and no one thinks about 
what we are earning.

“Cleaners have kept everyone 
safe during coronavirus, all my 
colleagues are heroes, we deserved 
more than an extra 36 cents an 
hour for our essential work during 
this crisis.”
Note: The Cleaning Services Award 
base pay is currently $20.82 an 
hour, this will rise by 36c an hour 
from 1st July 2020. 

United Workers’ Union Statement

INEQUITABLE DECISION FOR 
LOW PAID WORKERS
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Len Lean

Our youths have been at the forefront 
of being unemployed, under-employed, 
and homeless; soon, they will be joined 
by some of the low waged workers. The 
homeless youths are the most vulner-
able. Their situation often has disrup-
tive eff ects on their education, ability 
to fi nd employment, and establishing 
a stable social network. These individ-
uals face a higher mortality rate from 
mental health, injury, violence, com-
municable diseases, substance abuse, 
and lack of consistent medical care and 
basic hygiene and sanitation. They are 
often sexually exploited, increasing the 
risk of sexually transmitted infections 
and unplanned pregnancies.

With growing inequity and austerity 
in Australia, a new innovative approach 
is urgently needed to protect workers of 
all ages from the disruptive eff ects of the 
moribund capitalist system, which victim-
ises the victims.

To implement permanent supportive 
housing, all politicians, in both federal and 
state governments, need to start developing 
policy to provide the additional funds needed. 
The additional costs of delivering income 
assistance would be minimal and outweighed 
by its economic benefi ts to society.  

People on skid-row in the land of the 
free – what can be done?

The Los Angeles Times reported 16th 
May that US District Judge David O Carter 
ordered city, county, and homelessness 
officials to provide space in shelters or 

alternative housing for the estimated 6,000-
7,000 county residents living near freeway 
overpasses, underpasses, and ramps. The 
judge’s ruling compels local governments 
to develop a plan for doing so by 26th  June.

In his ruling, Judge Carter wrote in part: 
“Homeless residents living near freeways 
are not only at risk of contracting COVID-
19 and spreading the disease throughout 
the community, but also of being exposed to 
lead and other carcinogens as well as being 
hit by cars.”

As with many issues involving individu-
als experiencing homelessness, no party 
appears to be addressing this problem with 
any urgency, Judge Carter wrote.

While the fi gure provided to us by the 
four-year census may be an accurate meas-
ure of the number of homelessness people in 

Australia, the fi gure could be higher. Some 
individuals may only be homeless for a short 
period or a couch surfer. Thus, many people 
who experience homelessness may not be 
indicated on the census or, if they have not 
made contact with a shelter, never recorded at 
all. Therefore, the fi gures may be much higher. 

Since the Great Depression of the ’30s 
there has never been a government program 
to prevent homelessness and give perma-
nent rent and mortgage assistance within 
the intrinsically defective capitalist system.

There is an urgent necessity to persist 
in the most challenging task of educating 
our local and federal Australian politicians. 
We must also inform the public about food 
insecurity and the devastation of being 
hungry, the inability to pay high rent, and 
being homeless. 

Australia

VULNERABLE WORKERS 
WILL INEVITABLY SLIDE INTO 
SKID-ROW BECAUSE OF THE 

MORIBUND SYSTEM

Zachary Doney

Thanks to the eff orts of union-
ists in Victoria wage theft is 
now a crime. On Tuesday 16th 
June legislation passed the 
upper house with crossbench 
support. Eff ective from 1st 
July 2021, business owners 
who are found intentionally 
withholding payment from 
their employees will face fi nes 
of $991,320 per off ence and 
individuals will face fi nes of 
$198,264 per off ence. A maxi-
mum jail sentence of ten years 
may also be applied.

These fines are large and 
designed to place accountability 
at the level of company managers 
– no more blame shifting to an 

accountant or payroll offi  cer, or 
what have you. These laws pertain 
to current and future wage theft but 
not wage theft in the past.

These laws are welcome. I work 
in hospitality, an industry in which 
wage theft has been the norm. This 
legislation will do much to force the 
hands of sloppy and unscrupulous 
businesses to straighten up. As a 
worker you can make this happen 
by joining your union. Anecdotes 
of $5 per hour pay rises are trick-
ling in from around the industry 
as bosses suddenly fi nd the cash 
to pay award wages.

In the bourgeois press these 
laws have been ridiculed and lam-
pooned as “dead on arrival.” There 
are a couple of reasons for this: The 
bourgeois press pushes the class 

interests of employers; News Corp 
doesn’t like the Victorian Premier; 
and the federal government is 
making noises about its own wage 
theft laws.

In February the office of 
Attorney-General and Minister for 
Industrial Relations released a dis-
cussion paper setting out the scope 
of wage theft legislation federally 
which was said to “be introduced 
in the coming weeks,” a timeline 
presumably extended by COVID-
19 in Australia.

Wage-theft legislation from the 
federal government will not be as 
rigorous as the Victorian legislation. 
For example, the Victorian law gives 
the Wage Inspectorate the option 
to apply for and execute search 
warrants among other powers. 

This goes beyond the scope of the 
existing Wage Inspectorate Victoria 
and the Fair Work Ombudsman. In 
contrast the federal government 
proposes giving the Fair Work 
Ombudsman “the necessary tools 
to ensure compliance with the Act.” 
It is hard to conceive of the current 
government coming up with a set 
of wage-theft laws which prevent 
on-going wage theft. The paper 
uses equivocating language when 
discussing wage theft and makes 
repeated references to reducing 
costs in dispute resolution.

Perhaps the most egregious 
issue with the paper is it seeks 
legislation to “criminalise the 
most serious forms of deliberate 
worker exploitation and wage 
underpayments”. The Victorian 

legislation, however, criminalises 
all future wage-theft that is deemed 
deliberate. 

A possible stumbling block in 
the drafting of the Victoria leg-
islation is references to “dishon-
est” conduct. This provides a way 
for “honest” theft of employees’ 
wages and will be used as a loop-
hole by employers because they 
fi nd the Award system too hard to 
understand.

Hundreds of street stalls, 
thousands of phone calls and door 
knocking by dozens of unions and 
thousands of union activists pro-
duced this outcome. Congratula-
tions to the organised Victorian 
workers. We will be watching the 
Federal legislation closely. 

OP-ED: 
WAGE THEFT OFF THE MENU IN VICTORIA
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THE CPRF IS FOR A 
CONSTITUTION OF JUSTICE AND 

RULE BY THE PEOPLE
1st July has been announced as the date of voting on amend-
ments to the Russian Constitution. Some of them are important 
and promising. However, on the whole they are not conducive 
to renunciation of presidential rule by fi at and the power of the 
oligarchy. The amendments introduced do not make Russia a 
social state. They do not protect society from the destructive 
impact of Russophobia and anti-Sovietism.

The position of the Communist Party of the Russian Federation 
(CPRF) on the “all-Russia vote” is based on concrete conclusions and 
fi rm principles.

We did not vote for the Yeltsin constitution rammed through in 
1993. This document is saturated with the blood of the defenders of the 
House of the Soviets, the smoke of the war in Chechnya and the tears of 
the humiliated and the robbed. It legitimised the thievish privatisation, 
opened the fl oodgates for decimation of the economy and healthcare, 
science, culture and education. Ever since that time our party has been 
staunchly fi ghting for a revision of the constitution on the basis of the 
key principle: power and property to the people.

When the constitutional reform was launched we immediately joined 
that work. The CPRF submitted 108 amendments to the Main Law. We 
called for a broad discussion of these amendments. The authorities have in 
fact ignored fi fteen key provisions aimed at a drastic change of the socio-
economic course. The United Russia parliamentary majority rejected all 
our laws that would have improved the position of the working people.

The amendments put to the vote on 1st July do not change the essence 
of the Main Law under which Russia has been made to live over the last 
quarter of a century. The “governing party” eff ectively refuses to change 
the course of the ship “Russia” in a peaceful and democratic way. The 
new edition of the constitution strengthens presidential diktat and con-
solidates oligarchic rule which leads the country towards a catastrophe. 
Unless the course is changed in the interests of the people today the 
country will see deepening cleavages, a severe crisis and chaos. We see 
that global speculative capitalism is in disarray. It is time to stop taking 
the cue from senile capitalism and head towards a society of justice and 
all-round progress, towards a socialist society.

Amendments to the Main Law cannot be adopted in haste. We have 
already called for convening a Constitutional Assembly and submitted 
a draft law on how to form it. Instead United Russia rushed amend-
ments through the State Duma. They have been promptly endorsed by 
the Federation Council. The President has announced that they have 
been approved. Under these conditions the 1st July vote has largely a 
ritual character. It does not have the status of a referendum and is at 
odds with the electoral law. All this is added proof of the falsehood of 
bourgeois democracy.

The Central Electoral Committee organises the “all-Russia vote” 
under a dubious procedure. The vote will not be taken on each concrete 
amendment. One can only vote “for” or “against” all amendments at 
once. The door is wide open for vote-rigging. Voting will last several 
days. The authorities are urging people to vote electronically or by mail, 
which puts the process outside public control. It is a testing ground for 
new methods of falsifying future elections.

What is taking place undermines the legitimacy of the results in 
advance. The authorities evade a full-fl edged dialogue and step-by-step 
put into question the legal framework on which the Russian state should 
be based. This gives a free hand to political adventurers who are pre-
pared to undermine civil peace and put their stake on chaos according 
to the Maidan scenario of the Banderovites. Russia must not repeat the 
tragedy of the Ukrainian people.

Real politics call for active participation of the masses. A boycott of 
the “all-Russia” vote will be of no avail. To be a citizen means to strug-
gle for the country’s destiny. The authorities must know the position of 
the citizens and reckon with their will. We are sure that everyone should 
express their opinion as their conscience and concern for the future of 
their children and grandchildren bid them. Everyone must decide whether 
to vote for a new edition of the Yeltsin constitution. Our answer is no. 
We cannot support this document. This was the case in 1993, and this 
will be the case now.

The CPRF comes out for a thorough overhaul of the Main Law. Cos-
metic changes will not do. The key needs of the country and the people 
cannot be ignored. Therefore we will continue to advocate the calling of 
a Constitutional Assembly. An honest and legitimate vote. A full-fl edged 
referendum. A constitution of people’s rule and justice.

Our alternative is a programme to mobilise Russia to ensure dynamic 
forward movement. It envisages the creation of a Popular Trust Govern-
ment, nationalisation of key sectors of the economy, strategic and tactical 
planning, making of a development budget, revival of science and culture, 
education and healthcare, scrapping of plans to raise the retirement age, 
support of people’s enterprises and a range of other measures.

The coronavirus pandemic and the surge of panic have aggravated 
crisis phenomena in the world economy. This breeds discontent of mil-
lions of people. It has erupted even in the USA which has been swept by 
street rioting. Global capitalism is unable to deal with the problems it has 
itself engendered. The systemic crisis poses a mortal threat to the world. 
Socialist principles alone can ward it off . The CPRF wants to see them 
included in the Main Law and implemented confi dently and steadfastly.

Gennady Zyuganov, Chairman of the CC
Communist Party of the Russian Federation (CPRF)

We did not vote for the Yeltsin 
constitution rammed through 
in 1993. It legitimised the 

thievish privatisation, opened 
the floodgates for decimation 

of the economy and 
healthcare, science, culture 

and education.

Gennady Zyuganov, Chairman of the CC Communist Party of the Russian Federation (CPRF).



6  June 29, 2020 GuardianMagazine



Guardian June 29, 2020  7Magazine

THE 75TH CELEBRATION OF 
VICTORY DAY IN RUSSIA
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Hello Comrades! This week we have three articles for our 
Australian communist theory and history section.

In our theory section we have a very relevant issue: 
population theory and economics. Why is this relevant? With 
the pandemic hurting our economy, many commentators 
suggested that COVID-19 culling the elderly would be 
economically benefi cial as it would put less of a strain on our 
economy (Guardian #1914). It is important to note that this is 
not the fi rst time economists or other thinkers have promoted 
overpopulation as the source of our economic problems, and 
this article from decades ago highlights that it is one of many 
capitalist myths, and a cruel one at that.

In our history section, we note the passing of ALP Prime 
Minister John Curtin, who the Party had great respect for at 

the time. The Party held Curtin in high regard because of his 
socialist background but predominately as a war-time Prime 
Minister who opened up relations with the Soviets. While we 
have noted our past and current criticisms of the ALP, it is 
important that we also highlight the moments that we have 
been able to work in a united front with them, as with other 
parties.

The second article in our history section is about the great 
number of strikes that occurred in NSW in 1955 to raise the 
minimum wage. Here we see a series of strikes that took 
place that included a vast number of industries, many of 
which took place as acts of solidarity. We must never forget 
the power that strike action has when yielded by the working 
masses.

The theory is bobbing up regularly in 
the capitalist press lately that the world 
has too many mouths to feed and that 
it would not be such a bad thing if an 
atomic war or a black death wiped out 
a few of the allegedly “excess millions.”

There’s a “plague of people” – “an epi-
demic of men” wail the capitalist ecologists.

An ecologist deals with the mutual rela-
tion between plants and animals and their 
environment. 

According to these gloomy (and false) 
prophets we’re heading straight for mass star-
vation unless the human race is decimated by 
some means instead of continuing to multiply.

Some of the means of decimation are sug-
gested by Lord Bertrand Russell, hailed by 
capitalists as the “greatest of living thinkers.” 

“Birth control is not the only way of stop-
ping the population from growing,” says Rus-
sell. “War, hitherto, has proved disappointing 
in this respect, but perhaps bacteriological 
warfare may prove more eff ective.

“If the Black Death could be spread 
throughout the world once in every generation 
the survivors could procreate freely without 
making the world too full.”

This despair cult has been trotted out by 
capitalism’s greatest thinkers (read apologists) 
since the days of the Reverend T R Malthus 
(1766-1834).

But is it scientifi cally true that the world 
is “too full?” 

Defi nitely, no !
The simple fact is that the early capital-

ists had to have an apology or “explanation” 
for the capitalist paradox of poverty amidst 
plenty – and Malthus fi lled the hill.

He came up with a theory that human 
mouths multiplied faster than the earth’s 
ability to feed them.

Bacteriological weapons and atom bombs 
were not available then; contraceptives were 
still crude and unreliable so Malthus got the 
bright idea of separating working men from 
their wives to keep down the population.

Indeed, the Reverend held that procrea-
tion was too good for the poor!

Today, revolt is rising among the hungry 
millions of Asia and unemployment and want 
is spreading through the capitalist lands of 
the Western world.

In “explaining” this, one of America’s 
disciples of the despair cult William Vogt, 
actually laments that cholera plagues are 
not still decimating Asiatic populations the 
way they used to because of the practice of 
purifying water.

Vogt bemoans that Africa is “over-popu-
lated” and expresses fears that some meddling 
medical men will launch a DDT attack on 
the deadly tsetse fl y and so reduce the native 
population’s high death rate.

Vogt justifi es this human approach with the 
claim that the world has “too many mouths.”

But back in his capitalist homeland, the 
American Government complains of “too 
much food” and stores away eggs, wheat and 
grain galore to rot in warehouses, abandoned 
ship hulks and remote caves.

Such capitalist madness is mercilessly 
assailed by Soviet writer M Ilyin in his pam-
phlet “The Earth And Man.”

Ilyin shows that under a socialist economy 
there is no Malthusian fear of rising popula-
tion, that quite on the contrary the rapid devel-
opment of the earth’s resources far outstrips 
the people’s food requirements.

Basing his assessment on the actual expe-
rience of production under socialism, Ilyin 
points out that harvests could be increased 
four-fold in size while vast areas of untitled 
land throughout the planet could be placed 
beneath the plough.

Taking a conservative estimate, ILyin 
says: “But let us suppose that average world 
harvest yields will increase only two and a 
half times over and the cultivated area will 
be trebled. In that case our Earth will be able 
to provide ample food for not only 900 mil-
lion (as American “experts” claim) but for 
6600 million.”

“This means,” Ilyin continues. “That even 
today, without any startling scientifi c discov-
eries, man is in a position to wipe out hunger 
from the earth even if its population trebles.”

The facts are that under socialism, where 
capitalism’s greedy quest for “immediate 
profi ts” no longer stifl es national develop-
ment, vast stretches of desert, tundra and 
tropical forest are being turned into arable, 
food-yielding areas.

As Soviet Foreign Minister Vyshinsky has 
pointed out, atomic energy is being put to work 
on this task of paving the way to abundance 
for all by “levelling mountains, changing the 
course of rivers and watering deserts.”

“There is work without end to be done on 
Earth,” says Ilyin, “yet the capitalist world 
has 45,000,000 unemployed, who do not 
know where to fi nd work that would save 
them from starvation.” In contrast to the 
despair cult of capitalism, Ilyin’s “Earth Ana 
Man” inspires the reader with a bright hope 
for humanity’s future – and backs it all with 
solid, scientifi c fact.

Ilyin gives socialism’s ringing answer to 
capitalism’s philosophy of hunger, war and 
death. “No, hunger and poverty are not inevi-
table,” he says. “They are unknown in the land 
of Socialism and they will disappear in every 
land when all the peoples tackle the job of the 
planned, scientifi c re-making of Nature, when 
the man of Labor comes to look on planet with 
the eyes of a master.
Tribune April 1954. 

UNDER SOCIALIST PLANNING 
THERE’S NO “PLAGUE OF 

PEOPLE,” THE WORLD HOLDS 
PLENTY FOR ALL

Vogt bemoans that Africa is “over-
populated” and expresses fears that 

some meddling medical men will 
launch a DDT attack on the deadly 
tsetse fly and so reduce the native 

population’s high death rate.
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Australia lost her greatest Prime 
Minister when John Curtin sac-
rifi ced his life in the stress and 
strain of leading his people to 
victory over fascism.

[The Communist Party of Australia] 
can pay this tribute to the nation’s 
lost Labor leader the more sincerely 
because, from the time Mr Curtin took 
over the task of mobilising the nation 
for war and survival, Communists 
loyally supported him in all measures 
needed for victory and progress.

John Curtin’s greatness was the 
greatness of the Australian people in 
their crisis; they found in the dark 
hours of 1941 and 1942 the leader 
who refl ected their democratic will 
to triumph over diffi  culties.

John Curtin graduated to national 
leadership from the stump of an Aus-
tralian gum-tree. He addressed shear-
ers at their camps, spoke on the Yarra 
bank in Melbourne, the Esplanade 
in Perth, on many a street-corner.

He battled up the hard way. 
With an invalid father to support, he 
became a “printer’s devil” at 14, was 
page-boy at a club, copy-boy for the 
Melbourne Age, pottery apprentice 
and odd-jobs lad.

MANN’S PUPIL
Before the war he became Timber 

Workers’ Union Secretary, and wrote 
in the Union’s paper:

“All our troubles begin once we 
forget we are Socialists.”

He was in the Victorian Socialist 
Party; he sat at the feet of the great 
Tom Mann, who died a Communist 
Party member, to learn Socialism. 

Young John Curtin threw him-
self into the No Conscription fi ghts, 
and in 1917 was arrested on a sedi-
tion charge. He spent a night in a 
Melbourne gaol, but popular outcry 
forced the Hughes Government to 
release him and drop the charge. 

In 1918, intervention against the 
Russian workers’ revolution provided 
a sharp test for all Labor men. To his 
eternal credit, John Curtin saw the 
light of Petrograd through the murk 
of newspaper-made confusion, and on 
the Esplanade in Perth and at many 
other meetings, defended the right of 
the Soviet Union to live. As an AWU 
editor, he needed moral courage to 
campaign for “Hands Off  Russia.”

While, in later years, Mr Curtin 
lost some of that spice and salt that 
had seasoned the militant Labor lad 
of No Conscription and “Hands Off  
Russia” days, he steadfastly rejected 
all overtures in 1940 and 1941 to 
join a “National” Government with 
Labor’s opponents.

WAR LEADER
After the USSR had brought the 

might and force of progressive Labor 
into a world confl ict against fascism, 
Mr Curtin took over leadership from 
those who had failed to proclaim an 
anti fascist mission. Luckily for Aus-
tralia, he was already in offi  ce when 
the Japanese fascists struck.

With the nation’s survival at stake 
and Municheer defeatism rampant, 
Curtin proved neither stone nor 
shaken reed, but a fi rm leader with 
fl exible policy. He honoured Aus-
tralian Labor traditions when he 
dropped all imperialist “inhibitions” 
and turned to the American Republic 
for brotherly aid – “free of tags as to 
our traditional links of kinship with 
the United Kingdom.”

This robust, independent diplo-
macy was Australia’s salvation. Soon 
after the Diggers had turned the Japa-
nese near Port Moresby, far beyond 
the “Brisbane Line” fi xed by Labor’s 
predecessors, and carried Australia’s 
victorious standards over the Owen 
Stanleys, powerful American forces 
joined them in battle. The Coral and 

Bismarck Sea battles were memori-
als to Mr Curtin’s courageous policy.

RECOGNISED SOVIET
Mr Curtin dropped the isolationist 

mantle, and made diplomatic history 
by exchanging Ambassadors with the 
Socialist Soviets. 

When the Japanese could no 
longer rock Australia with their 
bombs and harass our coasts and har-
bours with submarines, Mr Curtin’s 
Government turned more to post-war 
planning and social progress.

The Curtin Banking Bills, giving 
the opportunity for Australia to 
advance to strength, prosperity and 
freedom, will stand as one of Mr 
Curtin’s fi nest monuments.

He also decided to nationalise 
airways, in which overseas control 
was threatened; before he died the 
Rehabilitation Bill, which planned 
for work and opportunity for ex-
Servicemen, was carried through, and 
there were hints of a Commonwealth 
Shipping Line.

THE CURTIN PATH
It was an Australia free from the 

shadow of Japanese fascism, an Aus-
tralia advancing toward Tokyo and 
total victory, that lowered the lost 
Labor leader into an honoured grave. 

John Curtin’s was a bold spirit 
in a democratic breast. He will live 
in fame because, like the Diggers on 
the Kokoda Trail, he sacrifi ced his 
life in Australian democracy’s cause.

But newspaper tributes are not 
adequate to the late John Curtin. 
We who sincerely mourn his loss 
will vow to carry Australia along the 
progressive path of post-war work, 
happiness, and unity which Mr Curtin 
had helped to map out for the Aus-
tralian people.
This article originally appeared in 
Tribune July, 1945. 
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AUSTRALIA MOURNS A GREAT LEADER
Victory, progress are Curtin’s memorials

John Curtin will live in fame 
because, like the Diggers 
on the Kokoda Trail, he 

sacrificed his life in Australian 
democracy’s cause.

Strikes by 4000 Naval dock-
yard workers and 1000 gas-
workers stand out in a wave 
of industrial struggle which 
this week reached heights not 
seen for years in NSW. 

These struggles are being waged 
against employers and courts’ 
attempts to peg wages while the 
prices workers must pay for neces-
sities are rising.

The strikes continue despite 
court penalties and sometimes 
despite Industrial group leaders’ 
treachery and cowardice.

PRICES RISE
The bread price-rise and threats 

of rises in butter and doctors’ fees 
have told the workers what to 
expect.

They know that their wages 
were pegged by the arbitration 
court in September 1953, so wage 
increases can’t be the cause of these 
price-grabs.

The. real cause was indicated 
by Communist Party secretary L L 
Sharkey when he told the last CPA 
Congress that “as a consequence of 
the huge armaments expenditure 
infl ation has not been controlled 
[...]. Prices of the necessaries of life 
and the small amenities […] have 
continued to rise

“This, together with the aboli-
tion of quarterly wage adjustments, 
has reduced the real wages, of the 
working class.”

The huge profi ts of BHP and 
other monopolies have also stung  
the workers into action. 

Firemen only took action after 
long and fruitless negotiation. 
They scored a decisive victory, 
gouging a 42-hour week out of 
their employers, with the addi-
tional two hours to be paid for at 
overtime rates.

LIGHTNING WIN
For Builders’ Laborers also, 

unity and courage yielded a light-
ning victory. Within a few days 
the Master Builders surrendered 
on the main demands – payment 
for public holidays in addition to 
the present allowance; up to eight 
hours per week wet-weather money 
and weekly hiring.

Printers, not generally known as 
militants, are demanding increased 
wages from Truth and Sportsman 
Ltd, who, as we go to press, are get-
ting the other press barons’ aid in 
trying’ to break the strike – so far 
without success.

In the chemical industries, 100 
ironworkers from ICI Botany plant 
are standing fi rm in their battle for 

more pay from this giant profi t-
hungry monopoly.

At their strike meeting, on 
Monday, they decided to bring 
their wages demand into line 
with the general demand of all 
ICI workers for an increase in 
the chemical disability rate of 
12/6; this presenting a common 
demand on the boss, with the 
Ironies spearheading the struggle 
at this stage and receiving united 
support from the job.

OUT 20 WEEKS
All workers applaud the iron 

determination of the Morts Dock 
Iron workers, now in the 20th 
week of their strike for a £1 a week 
increase. The company could meet 
the claim for £15 a week or less, 
but prefers to lose £9000 per week 
(on its own story) to beat the men.

Others in the strike wave 
include Quality Castings moulders 
(seeking £1 per week rise) Mortlake 
gas-workers (for a wage rise) and 
Newcastle gas-workers (protest-
ing against victimisation – the 4th 
strike there this year after 80 years 
without a strike.)

All Abattoirs unions are com-
bining to secure a general agree-
ment to get better wages and 
conditions for all. Tradesmen held 

a short strike last week. Riverstone 
workers have threatened a 24-hour 
stoppage.

Leichhardt bus mechanics 
struck to get a vehicle builder 
reinstated.

The dockyard workers stepped 
dramatically into the fi ght in stop-
work meetings last Monday where 
they decided to strike until demands 
are met.

They were driven to it by no 
less than eight years of fruitless 
eff orts to get negotiations on their 
log of claims.

NEW SECTIONS
The mighty movement is 

spreading to ever-new sections of 
the workers – for example to the 
ambulance men.

Marching through the streets to 
the Labor Council meeting (which 
supported them) these highly-
responsible workers drew attention 
to the fact that only a seventh of 
ambulance funds comes from the 
Government. 

The rest they have to raise by 
charity – raffl  e tickets and choco-
late wheels.

They are talking of industrial 
action if their claims aren’t met.

Two deputations, the second 
consisting of more than 50 

delegates – to the Health Minis-
ter, combined with decisions as to 
what might follow rejection of their 
claims, won a complete victory for 
Hospital employees.

Workers at Austral Bronze, 
Australian Aluminium, and other 
factories have kept the non-ferrous 
metal shops well in the picture 
with 24-hour stoppages and a 
short strike.

Other sections of the indus-
trial army in action recently or 
currently include such diverse 
elements as Commonwealth 
Rolling Mills cranes drivers (Port 
Kembla) loco engineers at BHP 
(Newcastle) Sanitary Carters 
and Clerks at Australian General 
Electric (Auburn) and Poole and 
Steel shipyards.

This overall picture, incom-
plete as it is, shows the workers 
on the march. It also shows that 
unity can defeat all attempts at 
repression, legalistic or otherwise. 
It can also defeat grouper-Menzies 
treachery.

It can frustrate the wage-slashes 
which stem from Menzies war-
policy and go on to defeat Menzies 
himself.
This article originally appeared in 
Tribune July, 1955. 

OUT THE GATE
Thousands in action for a living wage
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Seamus Carey 

On the morning of the 19th June, Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison made a state-
ment to the press on “malicious cyber 
activity against Australian networks.”

Morrison claimed that “[b]ased on 
advice provided to the Government by our 
cyber experts, the Australian Cyber Security 
Centre (ACSC), Australian organisations are 
currently being targeted by a sophisticated 
state-based cyber actor.”

Morrison pointedly avoided naming 
which “state-based” actors are suspected of 
the attack, saying “Australia doesn’t engage 
lightly in public attributions and when and 
if we choose to do so, it is always done in 
the context of what we believe to be in our 
strategic national interests.”

The hypocrisy of this claim is laughable, 
given how readily and on such fl imsy grounds 
the same Liberal government has made public 
attributions for all sorts of problems, real 
and fi ctional, to China. And its hypocrisy is 
apparent even taking only this one incident 
into mind – while Morrison avoided explic-
itly naming them, the implication of blame 
on China was immediately obvious, and 
the topic dominated the questions asked to 
Morrison by reporters after his statement.

A few hours later, the ABC News headline 
read “China behind major cyber attack on 
Australian governments and businesses.” 
Despite being an article about Morrison’s 
statement, and even acknowledging that 
Morrison did not make any such claim 
about China, the ABC faithfully reported the 
headline that Morrison’s statement clearly 
sought to produce.

It is rather disturbing to live in an Aus-
tralia where the ABC has sunk to lower 
standards of evidence, self-consciousness 
of political spin and basic diplomatic dig-
nity than a Prime Minister from the Liberal 
Party’s right wing.

The only further information the ABC 
article cited in reference to their claim was 
unnamed sources from unnamed “Federal 
Government agencies.”

So what links these supposed “large-scale, 
sophisticated” cyber attacks to China? We 
will have to follow the argument in reverse.

The ASCS’ strongest claim is that the 

attacks are “state-based,” and it is only other 
observers which have made the leap from that 
claim, to blaming China in particular. This is 
despite there being no evidence whatsoever. 
The only “evidence” being pointed to is the 
supposed “precedent” of China’s involvement 
in prior similar attacks. However, no proof 
has ever been found for any such past claims 
either. So the only precedent is the precedent 
of the Australian government, organisations 
and media repeatedly pointing the fi nger at 
China without evidence, and never fi nding 
any evidence!

Instead of the ancient philosophical ques-
tion of what accumulated number of grains 
of sand constitutes a “heap,” here we have 
the question of what accumulated number 
of groundless accusations constitutes “evi-
dence” in politics.

China’s foreign ministry has denied any 
Chinese involvement, and pointed out the 
likely role of the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute (ASPI) in spreading the baseless 
rumour. ASPI is a right-wing think tank 
which was originally founded by the Howard 
government, and energetically promotes 
rabidly anti-Chinese policy and views. It 
receives funding from the Australian Depart-
ment of Defence as well as the Department 
of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, as well as 
other Australian government agencies, but 
also, and openly, from the US Department 
of State and from several US arms manufac-
turers including Lockheed Martin, Northrop 
Grumman and Raytheon.

So our tax dollars are being given to this 
organisation that spends much of its time 
spreading accusations and fear about alleged 
foreign interference in Australian aff airs by 
China, while itself receiving funding from a 
foreign government and foreign arms manu-
facturers, whose main interest in politics is 
pushing for new wars so they can profi teer 
further off  human misery.

This is real foreign interference and real 
abuse of democracy, but our government 
not only ignores it but continues to throw 
public money at it.

To take a further step back in the argu-
ment, what is the evidence that the attacks 
are state-based at all? In his statement, 
Morrison said that “[w]e know it is a sophis-
ticated state-based cyber actor because of 

the scale and nature of the targeting and 
the tradecraft used.”

Despite his also claiming his statement 
was made to “promote awareness,” there 
were virtually no details given of what was 
targeted or what sort of attacks these were.

But the ASCS website has some more 
details. The document “Advisory 2020-
008: Copy-paste compromises – tactics, 
techniques and procedures used to target 
multiple Australian networks” pertains to 
the matter, and states:

“The title ‘Copy-paste compromises’ is 
derived from the actor’s heavy use of proof-
of-concept exploit code, web shells and 
other tools copied almost identically from 
open source.”

So despite a core of the argument being 
that this attack’s supposed “sophistication” 
of its “tradecraft” constitutes part of the evi-
dence for its being state-based, the actual 
method used by the attacker according to the 
ASCS itself was mostly to copy and paste from 
open source. Given that state-based actors 
are unlikely to release their espionage tools 
to open source, this means they were instead 
developed by non-state actors.

So the remaining part of this leap in 
the argument is that it is the “scale” of use 
of these tools that points to a state-based 
actor. But the idea that only states can carry 
out a particular large scale of cyber attack is 
becoming more out of date by the day. Not 
only are cyber-criminal gangs and even indi-
viduals known to have the capability to co-opt 
huge networks of third-party computers in 
order to carry out attacks, but the unfettered 
expansion of the fi nancial, political and legal 
power of trans-national corporations (TNCs) 
has meant that the largest TNCs have power 
and capabilities rivalling or exceeding those 
of states. The persistent lack of scrutiny of 
TNCs and their infl uence is a major ideologi-
cal blind spot, and is bound to increase in 
severe consequence as they continue their 
parasitic expansion.

The argument that the scale of the attack 
necessarily indicates a state-based actor 
makes an extremely dangerous assumption 
that because the ACSC is not aware of any 
non-state actors having carried out such 
an attack in the past, it could not happen 
now – as if the area of cyber-technology is 

not one where unprecedented leaps forward 
in unexpected places are the daily norm. 
“Promoting awareness” indeed.

Taking one last step back in the argu-
ment, we must fi nally scrutinise the claim 
that there was indeed an attack of a scale and 
potential impact large enough to warrant a 
public statement by the Prime Minister at 
all. The ASCS web page mentioned above 
states, “the ACSC identifi ed no intent by the 
actor to carry out any disruptive or destruc-
tive activities within victim environments.” 
Furthermore, Morrison responded to a 
question about the number of targets of the 
attack by saying “there are many that have 
been targeted, but in terms of their success, 
that is not as signifi cant.” In response to a 
question about whether the public’s personal 
or fi nancial details have been compromised, 
Morrison was quick to retort that “the advice 
I have been given is that the investigations 
conducted so far have not revealed any large-
scale personal data breaches.”

Morrison responded to another ques-
tion about whether the scale of the attack 
was “unprecedented,” saying “I don’t know 
if I’d use that word.”

So what exactly warranted this public 
spectacle? Morrison simply stated “today 
is about raising the awareness”, and spe-
cifi cally made a point to “thank particularly 
the private sector operators that we’ve been 
working closely with”. He also mentioned 
the hundreds of millions of dollars of public 
money his government has spent on cyber-
security, including on the private sector.

What role has the private sector played 
in establishing the facts and the messag-
ing? How closely exactly are these private 
fi rms working with Australian government 
agencies on matters of national security? 
We will probably never be informed; Mor-
rison will probably not choose to “raise our 
awareness” on this matter. But it is very 
interesting indeed that the private sector 
has been somehow involved in the discov-
ery and communication of this supposedly 
news-worthy cyber-attack. However, we are 
unlikely to see the headline “Private cyber-
security fi rms encourage more spending on 
cyber-security.” 

CYBER FRAUD
Was Australia really attacked by China?
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After the draft law to safeguard 
national security in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) was reviewed 
by China’s top legislature and 
some details were released on 
Saturday, Western countries, 
media, Hong Kong opposition 
politicians and some legal pro-
fessionals said they fear the 
law would harm the city’s judi-
cial independence. But senior 
Hong Kong legal experts said 
the draft law is in accordance 
with the Basic Law.

The draft law, which was 
reviewed at the recent meeting 
of the 19th Session of the 13th 
National People’s Congress (NPC) 
Standing Committee, states that the 
commissioner’s offi  ce for national 
security aff airs in Hong Kong and 
relevant national authorities would 
exercise jurisdiction over a very 
small number of crimes concern-
ing national security under special 
circumstances.

The chief executive of the 
HKSAR government shall appoint 
judges to handle crimes that endan-
ger national security, the draft 
law says.

The West and Hong Kong 
oppositionists are using these 
details to accuse China’s central 
government of “undermining the 

judicial independence of the city 
and the “one country, two systems” 
principle.

Ronny Tong Ka-wah, a senior 
barrister in the HKSAR and former 
chairman of the Hong Kong Bar 
Association, told the Global Times 
that the newly unveiled draft of 
the national security law for Hong 
Kong makes him “reassured,” and 
that it was “strange” that the Hong 
Kong Bar Association said judges 
appointed by the chief executive to 
deal with crimes against national 
security were “ruled by man” 
because the appointments are based 
on the Basic Law.

Tong said he would have con-
cerns if the national security law 
could damage Hong Kong’s judicial 
independence. But after seeing the 
main content of the draft law, he 
felt at ease “especially the relevant 
provisions for the international cov-
enant on civil and political rights, 
and international covenant on 
economic, social and cultural rights 
mentioned in the draft.”

Elsie Leung Oi-sie, the deputy 
director of the Hong Kong Basic 
Law Committee of the NPC Stand-
ing Committee and a former Sec-
retary of Justice, told the Global 
Times that in Western countries, 
the central governments also get 
involved once a case involves 

separatism and national sover-
eignty. “Spain’s jurisdiction over its 
autonomous region of Catalonia is 
a good example. The secessionist 
leaders from Catalonia were tried 
in the country’s Supreme Court in 
Madrid.”

When it comes to cases 
involving “Tibet separatism” and 
“Xinjiang separatism,” central 
authorities need to step in and 
handle these situations. Hong 
Kong law enforcement agencies 
have no experience in dealing with 
these types of cases, the former 
offi  cial said.

“Of course the meaning of 
‘specifi c circumstances’ and ‘very 
few cases’ depends on the detailed 
provisions in the law,” she said.

Tong dismissed an accusation 
by Anita Yip Hau-ki, the vice chair-
man of the Bar Association, who 
said these appointments would 
mean “the rule of man.” Tong said 
Yip’s claim is “strange,” as the 
Basic Law states that judges in the 
HKSAR are appointed by the chief 
executive on the recommendation of 
an independent commission com-
posed of local judges and eminent 
persons from the legal profession 
and other sectors.

“Hong Kong’s general law and 
some administrative regulations 
also give the chief executive the 

authority to appoint judges for 
special cases, such as major public 
investigations,” said Tong, noting 
that “whoever is appointed by the 
chief executive will hear cases 
independently. It’s not the chief 
executive hearing the cases, so I 
don’t see anything that undermines 
the independence of the judiciary 
in Hong Kong.”

“I don’t want to be too critical 
of them [some people of the Bar 
Association] because I was once 

the chairman of the association. I 
just hope professional organizations 
could speak out professionally,” 
Tong said.

Senior legal figures should 
understand Hong Kong’s legal 
system, Tong said, while noting 
that “given that they understand 
it, I wonder why they still made 
such comments. That made me 
feel very strange.”
Global Times 
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Lenin lives again in the western Ger-
man city of Gelsenkirchen which recent-
ly unveiled a statue of the communist 
leader in the face of opposition from 
city authorities.

It came after a lengthy legal battle which 
found in favour of the Marxist-Leninist 
Communist Party of Germany (MLPD), 
allowing it to erect the statue which was 
built in what was then known as Czechoslo-
vakia in 1957.

Gelsenkirchen Mayor Frank Baranowski 
said he accepted the decision of the court 
“but not without comment” insisting that 
there was no place for Lenin in the city.

Germany was divided for decades 
between the capitalist West and socialist 
East until the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

Large crowds attended Saturday’s 
unveiling.

MLPD chair Gabi Fechtner said: “The 
time for monuments to racists, anti-semites, 
fascists, anti-communists and other relics of 
the past has clearly passed.

“Lenin was an ahead-of-his-time thinker 
of world-historical importance, an early 
fi ghter for freedom and democracy.”

Morning Star 

LENIN LIVES IN WESTERN GERMAN CITY

The United Front Supporting National Security Legislation holds a press 
conference on June 8, saying that 2.92 million Hong Kong citizens have 
signed a petition in support of the proposed national security legislation. 
(Photo: cnsphoto)
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The 502-article bill includes 
the privatisation of pub-
lic enterprises and the 
criminalisation of social 
demonstrations.

Uruguay’s Montevideo Sec-
ondary Education Teacher’s 
Association (ADES) has called 
for a 24-hour national strike on 
2nd July, against the Urgent 
Consideration Law (LUC) that 
is currently under debate in the 
national congress.

On 22nd  January, the right-
wing National Party of Uruguay, 
whose candidate Luis Lacalle Pou 
won the November 2019 presi-
dential election, submitted the 
LUC. The bill has been opposed 
by workers and union leaders as 
it unravels neoliberal measures 
regarding health, education, 
housing, and security, among 
other topics.

Uruguay’s Constitution allows 
the President to propose urgent 
laws that pass automatically if 
not rejected or substituted after 
an abbreviated debate of no more 
than ninety days in the legislature.

Politicians from opposition par-
ties and civil society have stressed 

that the urgency imposed on such a 
broad package of legislation curtails 
democratic debate. As the ninety 
days gap shortens, representatives 
from the Broad Front stated that 
“it is an aff ectation of democratic 
guarantees to pretend to discuss 
more than 500 articles covering 
the most diverse topics in just 
seventy-fi ve days”.

The LUC has already been 
rejected by Uruguayans who took to 
the streets on 4th June, to demon-
strate against a law that “dismantles 
policies that have been carried out 
for the benefi t of the entire popula-
tion” as remarked by the President 
of the left-wing Broad Front Javier 
Miranda.

The project, which includes 
over 500 articles, includes the 
privatisation of public enterprises, 
the criminalisation of social dem-
onstrations, and reinforces the role 
of representatives of private educa-
tion. It also lacks specifi c articles 
to address gender violence.

The decision to call the national 
strike came after the Council of 
Secondary Education banned the 
use of masks with the phrase, “To 
educate. Not to profi t.”

The President of ADES Javier 
Iglesias said that the decision by 
the Council will be denounced 
before the National Human Rights 
institution since the aim of the 
government moving forward with 

the law is to suppress freedom of 
expression and workers’ rights.

The strike on 2nd July will 
be the third in recent days. Back 
on 14th May, opposition groups 
protested against the Urgent 

Consideration Law (LUC) in front 
of the Parliament despite social 
isolation recommendations in the 
context of COVID-19.
teleSUR 

URUGUAYANS BACK THE 
STREETS OVER LOOMING 

NEOLIBERAL REFORM BILL

Reparations should be paid and countries must 
confront the legacy of slavery and colonialism to 
better understand continuing “systematic discrim-
ination,” according to UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet.

She was speaking at the UN session in Geneva on 
Wednesday in an urgent debate in response to the kill-
ing of George Floyd at the hands of US police. It has 
triggered worldwide protests under the Black Lives 
Matter banner demanding action over centuries of 
structural racism.

The special session of the Human Rights Council was 
called by the African Group, made up of fi fty-four African 
continent member countries. Bachelet said racism “has 
become emblematic of the excessive use of disproportionate 
force by law enforcement against people of African descent. 
[…] Behind today’s racial violence, systemic racism, and 
discriminatory policing lies the failure to acknowledge and 
confront the legacy of the slave trade and colonialism.”

The former president of Chile said there was a need 
for countries to “make amends for centuries of violence 
and discrimination, including through formal apologies, 
truth-telling processes, and reparations in various forms.” 
She said that centuries of racial discrimination and vio-
lence required an international response. “Time is of the 
essence. Patience has run out. Black Lives Matter. Indig-
enous Lives Matter.”

George Floyd’s brother, Philonise Floyd, spoke at 
the session via videolink and called for an independent 
investigation into deaths of Black people in police custody 
in the US along with the violence used against peaceful 
protesters.

“The way you saw my brother tortured and murdered 
on camera is the way Black people are treated by police 
in America,” he said. “You in the United Nations are your 
brothers’ and sisters’ keepers in America, and you have the 
power to help us get justice for my brother George Floyd.”

The treatment his brother received at the hands of 
Minneapolis police, he said, proved that Black lives don’t 
matter to too many of those in positions of authority. “I 
am asking you to help him. I am asking you to help me. I 
am asking you to help us Black people in America.”

Philonise Floyd also condemned the repression of 
demonstrators by police and federal forces across the 
United States over the last few weeks. “When people dared 
to raise their voice and protest for my brother, they were 
tear-gassed, run over with police vehicles.”

It is unclear as to whether the call will receive enough 
support. President Donald Trump pulled out of the UN 
Human Rights Council two years ago, and the US govern-
ment does not attend its sessions.
People’s World 

UNITED NATIONS CALLS FOR 
REPARATIONS TO CONFRONT LEGACY 

OF SLAVERY AND COLONIALISM


