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Across Australia tens of thou-
sands of people took part in
peaceful protests on Saturday
6th June, marching against
black deaths in custody as part
of the broader Black Lives Mat-
ter (BLM) movement. Simi-
lar actions were taking place
around the world, all triggered
by the brutal murder of George
Floyd by police in the USA.
They marched with determi-
nation, calling for an end not only
to black deaths in custody but for
the end of systemic racial violence
by police, and for justice. “We will
rise up,” one protester told an ABC
reporter. His anger was palpable.
Calling for an end to black
deaths in custody, protesters car-
ried placards with slogans such as
“Black Lives Matter,” “No closure
without Justice,” “I can’t breath,”
— the latter words repeating some
of the last words of George Floyd
as he lay front down with a police-
man’s knee pushing down on his
neck. At moments, the crowd
stopped to kneel, a gesture first
made famous by former NFL
quarterback Colin Kaepernick
who knelt during the US national
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anthem in protest against police
brutality in 2016.

Not since the Walk for Recon-
ciliation twenty years ago, when
250,000 people walked across
the Sydney Harbour Bridge and
hundreds of thousands walked in
other cities, have so many people
come out to express solidarity
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.

They also expressed solidarity
with the Black Lives Matter move-
ment in the USA where the protests
were triggered by the failure of the
authorities to lay charges for the
murder of Floyd. They eventually
did this, but it did nothing to quell
the mounting anger and numbers
on the streets.

DEATHS

ON THE RISE

There have been 435 deaths in
custody since the Royal Commis-
sion into Aboriginal Deaths in Cus-
tody (RC), which having begun in
1988, handed down its final report
in 1991. Tragically very few of its
339 recommendations have been
implemented, and the rate of black
deaths in custody has continued to
rise since then.

Many of the youth were on
remand. Older males were denied
medical treatment. In one instance,
a police officer “fell” on someone.
Some deaths were a result of physi-
cal assault on the part of police or
correctional services personnel.
There have been technically impos-
sible “suicides,” washing away of
evidence, and so on.

So far not one person has been
convicted for any of these deaths.

The latest death was on Friday
6th June in the Acacia Prison in
Perth. Serco, a British corporation,
has a contract to run Acacia. The
transnational provides a range of
services to governments. It has
government contracts to run the
Curtin and Villawood immigra-
tion detention centres (aka con-
centration camps). It previously
ran an offshore processing centre
on Nauru.

Serco is notorious for its opera-
tions in Australia, New Zealand,
Britain and elsewhere. In Britain for
its failure to provide public housing
that was fit for human habitation.
It reportedly abused refugees at is
Yarl’s Wood facility in the UK. In
New Zealand, it runs prisons and
has been the subject of a number
of complaints, including prisoner
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injuries, the death of one prisoner,
aggression by staff, and understaff-
ing to ensure fat profits.

CHALLENGING
CAPITALISM

The demand for communal
and inalienable property chal-
lenges capitalism as it puts for-
ward a case for the expropriation
of private property. It creates an
alternative to private property,
and raises the question of the
social ownership of land and
other resources by all the people,
black and white, in a people’s
Australia.

A culture of racism is systemic
in many of Australia’s institutions,
resulting in maltreatment and vic-
timisation. Indigenous communi-
ties are over-policed, in particular,
Indigenous youth, are constantly
stopped by police and questioned
for no good reason — only because
they are Black.

Earlier this month, the police
had kicked the leg out from under
a young Aboriginal man in Sydney
bringing him to the ground, face
down. The footage that went viral
does not suggest the policeman
responsible faced any immediate

danger. His family expressed soli-
darity with the family of Floyd and
his father encouraged his family
to take a knee when they spoke to
the media.

Racism is ingrained in the
Northern Territory where 100 per
cent of youth held in detention
are Indigenous. Ninety per cent
of the adult prison population is
Indigenous there. Racism is also
largely prevalent across the justice
system.

“PAPERLESS
ARREST”

In 2014 the Northern Territory
government introduced “paperless
arrest” laws which give police the
power to lock up someone for up
to four hours without a warrant
or without laying charges.

The law could be used for such
offences as swearing, drinking
alcohol in public, making too much
noise or even having an untidy front
yard — all breaches that previously
carried on-the-spot-fines. Of the
more than 2,000 people arrested
under this law, eighty per cent were
Aboriginal.

Continued on page 4
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HOMEBUILDER SCHEME
WON’T REBUILD THE
ECONOMY

Two weeks ago, the federal government announced
the HomeBuilder Scheme, a program designed to create
jobs in the construction sector, by providing homeown-
ers $25,000 to build or renovate their homes.

The program recognises a need to keep the construc-
tion industry afloat where, according to the president of
the Australian Institute of Architect Helen Lochhead,
“nearly one in [ten] Australians” are employed.

However, the project has some serious caveats.

The most glaring of these is that the grant can’t be
used to cheaply fix or renovate the kitchen or bathroom.
Instead, in order to receive the $25,000 taxpayer-
funded grant, applicants must at least spend $150,000.
Asked why homeowners must spend at least $150,000
to be eligible Housing Minister Michael Sukkar said:
“We want people to have skin in the game.”

Translation: “If we’re giving you money, you have
to risk a lot more of yours.”

Ultimately, the scheme leaves a lot to be desired.

Firstly, according to the ABC, “Australia’s economy
is in recession — possibly the worst recession in 90
years.” This is a fact even the Treasurer had to ad-
mit recently. According to the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS), the unemployment rate rose from 5.2
per cent in March to 6.2 per cent in April. Even worse,
the underemployment rate rose from 8.8 per cent to 13.7
per cent — a whopping 4.9 pt swing. While it is evident
that the GDP is declining, we will have a better idea
of the extent when the ABS releases the June quarter
figures in September. Thus, these figures merely reflect
the beginning of our economic downturn.

Taking this into account, an obvious question lin-
gers: Where are everyday Australians going to come up
with a spare $150,000 to augment their home? Asking
working-class Australians to spend that kind of money,
in a period of extreme economic uncertainty, not only
beckons the spirit of Darryl Kerrigan to tell Sukkar that
“he’s dreaming” but is almost incredibly irresponsible.
The Australian working-class needs financial security
to get through what is seeming to be a once-in-a-lifetime
recession, asking them to spend it on their house is
placing the burden of fixing the Australian economy
on the working-class yet again.

The most glaring flaw of the scheme is that it only
addresses the private sector and does not account for
any public housing projects. Dr Cassandra Goldie, chief
executive of The Australian Council of Social Service,
stated that “There is no argument that the construc-
tion sector needs a shot in the arm, but this money
will not go where it is most needed [...]. It will largely
benefit those on middle and higher incomes undertak-
ing costly renovations, without any related social or
environmental benefits.”

Goldie isn’t alone in her thinking. Earlier last month,
the building and construction union (CFMMEU) and
Master Builders Australia (MBA), called for a $10 billion
social housing stimulus package “to address the coun-
try’s affordable housing crisis by building an estimated
30,000 new dwellings.” The ALP and Greens have also
pressured the government with calls to address public
housing.

In juxtaposition to the proposal by the CFMMEU
and MBA, the government forecasts the program will
cost a mere $688 million, although it is uncapped. This
projection highlights how little the Morrison govern-
ment intends on helping working-class Australians.
Instead of listening to the experts in social services, or
the construction industry, the Morrison government
has decided to go it alone with a program that will fail
to address the threat the construction industry is fac-
ing, and leave vulnerable Australians with inadequate
services to help them.

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund
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CPA Central Committee Statement

HOMEBUILDER SCHEME

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
condemns in the strongest possible terms
the Morrison Coalition government’s Home-
builder Scheme.

The politically motivated $688 million scheme
was opportunistically launched in the Eden Monaro
seat during the by-election, an insult as it will do little
to help the fire affected community rebuild. It falls
way short of what is needed to support jobs and meet
housing requirements for the community across the
country. Housing is a right not a commodity.

There is only one thing that will create affordable
housing and address the current housing crisis: “a
revival of public housing and a revolution in how it is
used.” Nothing but a massive and ongoing infusion of
high-quality, publicly owned and managed housing of
diverse types must replace the inefficiency and chok-
ing dominance of the unaffordable private market.

It is an imperative that the proposed Homebuilder
Scheme be redirected to the building of public hous-
ing. The current scheme announced by the PM is a
sham policy, without Parliamentary approval and with
the stated aim of stimulating the private construction
industry. The qualifying requirements for the grants
are so poorly thought through that eligible applicants
will be highly restricted. Many will be unable to get
the highly publicised $25,000. Those most in need
will not have $150,000 to spend on renovations. The
scheme only runs for six months so it will eliminate
many attempting to rebuild in bush fire areas. Also,
six months is a tall order to get a planning and build-
ing approvals through any council.

This scheme does not attempt to challenge or
eliminate homelessness in Australia. Every night
tens of thousands of Australians sleep on the streets
and this number continues to rise. How can this
Homebuilder Scheme even start to turn around the
growing housing gap?

The CPA demands that existing and new hous-
ing developments be taken over by government and
turned into public housing projects which are urgently
needed in all states and territories. This will require
billions of dollars of public investment. It will create
much needed, well paid jobs to alleviate the precari-
ous conditions which the market forces of capitalism
have delivered to too many people.

Post pandemic, the government must take up the
responsibility of lifting the country out of the reces-
sion. Only a public sector-led recovery can provide
for the interests of workers and their families. Hous-
ing construction is one way to create jobs while also
providing community benefit. Other measures include
building public schools and hospitals, staffing and
equipping them adequately, research and develop-
ment of renewable energy sources, and providing the
necessary funding that is required to save the tens of
thousands of jobs that are at stake in our universities.
There is a pressing need to provide such infrastructure
to remote Indigenous communities.

The CPA demands universal accessible public hous-
ing and the redirection of the Homebuilder Scheme
to building publicly owned and managed housing as
a matter of urgency.

The CPA also demands the sales of public land,
public housing and public sector services be stopped,
and government funds be directed to maintenance
work on existing public housing stock.

The CPA calls on government at all levels and the
opposition to involve the community, unions and
advocacy groups currently dealing with the housing
crisis to find an adequate solution to the housing crisis.

CPA Central Committee
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Sydney Vigil
STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Venezvela & Gaza

5:30 pm Wednesday June 17

| Sydney Martin Place — Outside of US Consulate Office

Something to say?

Whrite to the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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Eileen Whitehead

The coronavirus pandemic appears
to be causing mayhem to the capital-
ist system, which has shown signs of
crumbling for a couple of decades at
least. Perhaps this is the last straw? It’s
certainly proving to be the case in the
US, where this final straw is compound-
ed by the protests of another rancid
act of police brutality in the form of
extrajudicial murder of George Floyd.

However, the lack of solidarity with
the Black community by Trump is not the
only sign of his racism recently. The lack of
action by the abominable US President to the
pandemic is also a racist act. The majority
of the poor in the US — the Black and His-
panic communities — are more susceptible
to the coronavirus than those slightly (and
a lot) wealthier, and yet, Trump chooses to
ignore it.

I wonder if he’s ignoring the backlash?
Obviously not, having brought the National
Guard in quickly. How much longer do the
governments representing capitalist ideolo-
gies around the world think they can continue
to govern people who are being deprived of a
living wage? Working people are finding that
the system of deliberately high unemploy-
ment is forcing them to either accept lower
wages or face the sack because there will
always be someone wanting to replace them.

This is how capitalism works: in order to
compete with other companies, costs must
constantly be reduced, and no matter how
much workers produce value for the bosses,
they are expected to do so on constantly
reduced wages.

Suddenly, with this pandemic, the rigid
economic ideologies etched into the capitalist
system have had to be reassessed. After years
of tightening our belts, and our government
cutting funds to essential services in order
to bring in a budget surplus, our Australian
Prime Minister has seen the need for mas-
sive stimulus packages — from $17.6 billion,
through $66 billion to $130 billion. Welfare
recipients received a lump sum $750 from
the first package, then small businesses got
cash payments up to $100,000.

But the biggest surprise was the doubling
of the JobSeeker (previously Newstart) pay-
ment. How do we interpret this? Previously,
$279.50 per week was easily justified for the
“dole bludgers,” but was inconceivable for
all those middle-class workers whose jobs
succumbed to the COVID-related shutdowns!
The PM will find it politically impossible
to reduce JobSeeker/Newstart back to
$279.50 in the event of defeating the virus.
The economy will need to be stimulated to
bring about a recovery.

Has Scott Morrison realised (unlike
Donald Trump) that there can only be a
minimum amount of time a government
can expect to keep its citizens in poverty
before something gives? Is Morrison’s
Coalition government restoring the wel-
fare state? Takes me back to WW2 when
John Curtin’s Labor government spent
huge amounts to boost production for the
war effort, which ended unemployment,
and then post-war continued to spend for
“reconstruction,” providing people most of
the welfare state seen today. That govern-
mental over-spending produced a vibrant
society which lasted until the neoliberal
putsch of the 80s.

Australia
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We now see that all the government
“spiel” about bad budget deficits contributing
to government debt meant cutting funding
to essential services, (such as building new
hospitals and schools, etc.) was pie in the
sky. Artificial caps have also been kept on
all kinds of essential public spending, such
as housing, social security, and infrastruc-
ture. Public housing stocks have been sold
off, and public assets sold. And who suffers
the consequences? The poor, the homeless
and vulnerable. We should be ashamed of
the high number of homeless in this “rich”
country! But we now realise that govern-
ments can borrow as much as they need.
Whereas what our government’s derelic-
tion of its duty to its people has led to is
private debt at more than 200 per cent of
Australia’s GDP (an increase of eighty-five
per cent since the ’90s, putting Australians
amongst the twenty highest in the world),
while in actual fact government debt here
has never reached even half of GDP.

Australian treasurers have been telling
us how well Australia has weathered the
2008 financial crisis, which caused severe
hardship globally. But now we have been hit
with a double-whammy — devastating fires in
the Eastern States and the pandemic. Alone,
one of the two would have been damaging
to the Australian economy, but following on
so quickly, have dealt a death blow to the
system of capital in the country. It’s tempt-
ing to blame the capitalist system for all the
above: the blind greed of the banks in 2007-
8; the constant denial of climate change and
its effects by our fossil-fuel loving govern-
ment, and the inevitability of a deadly virus
emerging from the industrial type of farming
which capitalism and its industrialisation of
agriculture create.

We are living in a new global economy,
very different from the post-WW2 benign
welfare state, and this is leading to a painful
restructuring in which the working class is
experiencing widespread insecurity. Hence
the increasing distrust world-wide with
the electorates flailing around looking for
“experts” — even “messiahs” — to lead it out

of this mess. Progressively, we are realising
that all these so-called “experts” have no
idea what they’re doing. The ruling elite are
incapable of leading us: most of the common
people have more sense in their little finger
than the current “leaders” of the Western
world, because the common people try to
live their lives for the betterment of each
other, not for what they’re putting in their
own pockets.

Although I digress here, the prime
example of complete non-sense was how the
IMF dealt with the Greek crisis, by putting
pressure on Greece to repay its debt whilst
simultaneously ruining its economy with
impossible austerity measures. A great
example of shooting oneself in the foot as
what they ensured was that Greece’s debt
would never be repaid.

This brings me to wonder what Austral-
ians can expect post-pandemic with the cur-
rent “leaders” in Canberra. We have obviously
reached the stage of late capitalism’s death
throes, but what is there to take its place?
Will the coronavirus pandemic prove lethal
to this government’s neoliberal ideology? It
certainly has cut a vicious swathe through
it. No doubt the ALP are breathing a sigh of
relief they lost the election.

It would be a fantasy to believe that the
humane measures adopted by Scott Morrison
to save lives, such as housing the homeless
and actually allowing people enough money
to live on, will remain his priority once this
pandemic has passed. Morrison has been
quoted as saying “Business as usual when
it comes to the policy frameworks that we
had prior to the election” and will be doing
everything necessary to get the economy
back on track.

We are already hearing rumblings from
Frydenberg of a recession. Soon we’ll be
hearing how there is no money to support
the poorest amongst us. No doubt phrases
like “pulling in our belts,” “living within our
means,” etc. will come to pass. This govern-
ment will be keen to re-introduce some of
the most extreme pro-business measures into
legislation, especially the Ensuring Integrity
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Bill. We can be sure that the working class
will be expected to pay for this, and we need
to be prepared to fight every inch of the way.
ACTU please note!

Class division will remain and the gap
of inequality grow ever wider, while Dutton
brings in ever more odious bills under the
pretence of security in order to prevent any
dissent. Morrison’s dramatic return to a
welfare state in order to cushion the eco-
nomic effects of COVID-19 will disappear in
a puff of smoke. Already we're hearing his
PR rhetoric with regard to JobMaker. He
plans “to get everyone back in the room. To
bring people together.” I seem to remember
Hawke saying something similar in the 80s
in order to get the trade unions to co-operate
with the government to survive the severe
capitalist-driven economic crisis then. The
present government does not have Hawke’s
charisma or subtlety. It will continue its
blatant attacks on unions and slashing of
corporate taxes while cutting funding to
essential services.

If we’ve learnt anything from history it
is not to repeat it. Post-COVID-19 we face
high unemployment and increased insecurity
and this government will press ahead with
its employer-friendly, neoliberal ideas to
divide and force the workforce to compete
for jobs. Using the excuse of the huge “debt”
it inherited in order to bail out and save the
country from the pandemic and economy,
it will continue to flout its responsibilities
and further neglect its duty to build the
infrastructure necessary for Australia’s
future. Our liberty and future prosperity
are in peril if we continue to place our faith
in an ideology that has proved unable to
respond to the carnivalised merry-go-round
of global capitalism.

It will be mesmerising to observe the
effects of COVID-19 on what have been the
previously rigid economic ideologies of our
government. So long as we’re not mesmer-
ised into thinking that our present leaders
have our well-being at the forefront of their
recovery plans. Now is the time for our trade
unions to gird their loins. &

Class division will remain and the gap of inequality grow ever
wider, while Dution brings in ever more odious bills under the
pretence of security in order to prevent any dissent. Morrison’s
dramatic return to a welfare state in order to cushion the
economic effects of COVID-19 will disappear in a puff of smoke.
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Families and communities still grieve
for those who lost their lives in custody and
have never and will never give up on seek-
ing justice. For decades they have marched
and commemorated their loved ones. The
support on Saturday from across the wider
non-Indigenous community was beyond
their expectations. Feelings of grief and
anger were mixed with hope.

Their hopes and expectations will only
be realised if a movement can now be built
around a concrete set of demands. The Com-
munist Party of Australia expresses its soli-
darity with the Indigenous people of Australia
and around the world in their struggles for
self-determination and land rights.

DISPOSSESSION AND
CONTROL

The system is geared toward controlling
Indigenous people and dispossession. Police
act with impunity and there is no account-
ability for their actions. In the few cases where
charges were laid, all-white juries acquitted
the police defendant. There are a couple of
other cases pending, but they also face the
likelihood of all-white juries.

In June 2005, the federal Howard gov-
ernment abolished the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Commission, the only national
and representative Indigenous voice.

Two years later it passed the Northern
Territory Emergency Response Act for an
“emergency intervention” in the Northern
Territory. The police and army were sent in
to carry out anal and vaginal examinations of
little children, all in the name of protecting
them from sexual abuse and family violence.

It went further, providing for the Com-
monwealth’s compulsory acquisition of leases
over sixty-five Aboriginal communities, and
mandating the Minister to further acquire
leases by use of a legislative instrument.

The Act and accompanying legislation
also gave the government power to hold back
up to fifty per cent of all welfare payments for
necessary items, which could be purchased
using the Basics Card (later morphed into
the Cashless Debit Card) in selected stores.
It scrapped the permit system that enabled
Aboriginal communities to control entry into
their land and deal with social issues such
as alcohol abuse.

The Cashless Debit Card restricted where
and what people in the specified areas could
spend their social security benefits on. It gave
the Minister incredible powers over organisa-
tions and people in the Northern Territory.
Funding for the Community Development
and Employment Projects (CDEP) came to
an end, leaving many Indigenous workers
unemployed.

Consistent with the assimilation, geno-
cide, and dispossession policies of govern-
ments since colonisation, the West Australian
Coalition government in 2015 announced it
was closing a number of remote Indigenous
communities.

It set about forcing people from their
homelands by shutting down their services
— electricity, water, health, etc. Once they
had been forced off their land, the bulldozers
moved in destroying homes and millions of
dollars of infrastructure.

The Oombulgurri community, in the
eastern Kimberley region, for example,
had an airstrip, boat launch and road,
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telecommunications, power and water, a
police station, school, and clinic. The Barnett
government then sent in the bulldozers to
turn the town into rubble. The people were
removed to larger centres, where the risks
of drugs, alcohol, violence, and crime were
greater. They were left without support or
work and put at greater risk of incarceration.

The aim of the exercise had nothing to do
with the government’s claims that children
were being abused. It was a land grab for
the mining corporations.

INQUIRIES IGNORED

There have been numerous inquiries and
several royal commissions. They include:
« Pathways to Justice — An Inquiry into
the Incarceration Rate of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples by
the Australian Law Reform Commission
(ALRC) (2017)
Social Justice Report by Australian
Human Rights Commission (2007)
 Royal Commission and Board of
Inquiry into the Protection and
Detention of Children in the Northern
Territory (2017)
Little Children are Sacred (2007)
Bringing them Home: National Inquiry
into the Separation of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Children from their
Families (aka Stolen Generations
Report) (1997)
« Royal Commission into Aboriginal

Deaths in Custody (1991)

All of these reports draw similar conclu-
sions and have many recommendations in
common, but far from implementing them,

successive governments have on the whole
made things worse. This is particularly the
case with the present Coalition government
and the former Howard government.

Consultation with Aboriginal organisa-
tions and communities was a foremost recom-
mendation. The inquiries rejected top-down
decisions being imposed from on high.

One of the key findings in the reports
was that the very high rate of Indigenous
incarceration lay behind the high rate of
Indigenous deaths in custody.

Despite less than three per cent of the
population identifying as Indigenous, thirty
per cent of the prison population is Indig-
enous. For women, it is now close to fifty per
cent! This is the highest rate for anywhere
in the world.

The racism behind the treatment of the
First Nations people has a purpose: dis-
possession, assimilation and genocide to
enable mining corporations to profit from
the resources of the people. Land rights, in
particular, are a barrier to these aims.

TIME FOR JUSTICE AND
EQUALITY

“The Communist Party of Australia
remains committed to the campaign to win
recognition of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the original owners
and occupiers of Australian territory and
their right to own and control their land and
resources.” (Political Resolution adopted at
the 13th National Congress, 2017)

Land rights are central to the struggle for
equality and for an end to deaths in custody.

The Communist Party of Australia calls
for:
« full recognition of land rights
« implementation of the reports’
recommendations
« self-determination and autonomy over
homelands
 equality
« action against racism
« bringing those responsible for deaths to
justice
an end to the Intervention in the NT
an end to police investigating police
elimination of the cashless debit card
incarceration as a last resort.
The message is “Stop killing us!”
These are political questions and
cannot be resolved by using the police
and military or by force. Ultimately it is a
struggle against the transnational mining
corporations that at present own Austral-
ian governments. Justice can be fought
for now, and while small reforms may be
made, lasting, and real change will depend
on changing the capitalist system, which
is behind the extreme oppression of the
First Nations people.

The Communist Party of Australia
expresses its sincerest sympathy to the family
of George Floyd and all the other families
and communities in the US, Australia, and
other countries who have lost loved ones in
police custody.

See pages 6-7 for Australian actions,
page 12 for US developments, and page
5 for background information on the Royal
Commission. @&

Justice can be fought for now, and while small
reforms may be made, lasting, and real change
will depend on changing the capitalist system,
which is behind the exireme oppression of the
First Nations people.
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THE ROYAL COMMISSION INTO
ABORIGINAL

Between 1st January 1980
and 31st May 1989, ninety-
nine Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people died in
the custody of prison, police
or juvenile detention institu-
tions. Their ages ranged from
fourteen to sixty-two years,
with an average age of thirty-
two years.

In response to mounting pres-
sure from Indigenous and many
non-Indigenous people over the
circumstances of these deaths
and the rising number, the Hawke
Labor government established a
Royal Commission (RC) to inves-
tigate them in October 1987. The
RC was later extended to look into
additional deaths that occurred
after it had commenced hearings.

Its terms of reference required
the RC to study and report upon the
underlying social, cultural and legal
issues behind the deaths in custody.
Its findings and recommendations
focused on the high rate of incar-
ceration, the question of health and
safety once in the system, and the
importance of self-determination.

COLONIAL HISTORY

The key to the situation “lies in
the recognition of the Aboriginal
people as a distinct people, the
indigenous people of Australia
who were cruelly dispossessed of
their land and until recent times
denied respect as human beings
and the opportunity to re-establish
themselves on an equal basis, ” the
Report states.

“As with indigenous peoples
in other countries, it is a matter of
great difficulty to work out ways in
which, within the framework of the
large society, they can retain their
identity as a people and exercise a
significant degree of control over
their lives and futures.

“If other Australians can, in
a spirit of justice and humanity,
accord Aboriginal people this rec-
ognition, give them freedom to
determine their own future and
find their own place as a distinct
people within Australian society,
and provide them with the resourc-
es that are necessary to overcome
the handicaps they suffer as a
result of what has happened in the
past, there can be hope of a freely
negotiated reconciliation between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Australians. Then there may be
an end to the situation where so
many Aboriginal people live and
die in custody.”

“Aboriginal people were
deprived of their land and if they
showed resistance they were sum-
marily dealt with. The loss of land
meant the destruction of the Abo-
riginal economy which everywhere
was based upon hunting and forag-
ing. And the land use adopted by
the settlers drastically reduced the
population of animals to be hunted
and plants to be foraged. And the
loss of the land threatened the
Aboriginal culture which all over
Australia was based upon land and
relationship to the land.

“These were the most dramatic
effects of European colonisation
supplemented by the decimating
effects of introduced disease to
which the Aboriginal people had
no resistance. These matters are

DEATHS IN CUSTODY

understood to a very imperfect
degree by non-Aboriginal society,”
the Report notes.

DISEMPOWERMENT

“[There] was the deliberate
and systematic disempowerment
of Aboriginal people starting with
dispossession from their land and
proceeding to almost every aspect
of their life.”

Today, in 2020, policies of
assimilation are still pursued, dis-
possession from land continues and
children are still being removed
from their families and communi-
ties. Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people continue to be
denied control over their own lives
as they never let up in their struggle
for self-determination.

“From that history many things
flow which are of central impor-
tance to the issue of Aboriginal
over-representation in custody.”

“Every step of the way is based
upon an assumption of superior-
ity and every new step is a further
entrenchment of that assumption.”

“Non-Aboriginal Australia has
developed on the racist assumption
of an ingrained sense of superior-
ity that it knows best what is good
for Aboriginal people.” The Report
notes that land settlement was
underpinned by economic interest
and religious belief. “That feeling
of superiority towards Aboriginal
people, which is a racist view, was
very strong.”

The Report also acknowledges
the strength of Aboriginal soci-
ety that has survived all of these
assaults: “Outstanding people
amongst them campaigned for
rights, for equality. ... Gradually,
their calls were heard with more
sympathy; in 1967 the Referendum
was carried with the support of a
majority of voters in every State.
The Referendum was a watershed.”

“The consequence of this his-
tory is the partial destruction of
Aboriginal culture and a large part
of the Aboriginal population and
also disadvantage and inequality of
Aboriginal people in all the areas
of social life where comparison is
possible between Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people.

“The other consequence is the
considerable degree of breakdown
of many Aboriginal communities
and a consequence of that and
of many other factors, the losing
of their way by many Aboriginal
people and with it the resort to
excessive drinking, and with that
violence and other evidence of the
breakdown of society. As this report
shows, this legacy of history goes far
to explain the over-representation
of Aboriginal people in custody, and
thereby the death of some of them.”

SELF-
DETERMINATION

Control over Aboriginal lives is
a constant theme.

The Chapter on self-determi-
nation concludes with advice for
governments: “Government can
transform the picture of Aboriginal
affairs. But not so much by ‘doing’
things — more by letting go of the
controls; letting Aboriginal people
make the decisions which govern-
ment now pretends they do make.

Government would be doing non-
Aboriginal society a service; the
resolution of the ‘Aboriginal prob-
lem’ has been beyond the capacity
of non-Aboriginal policy makers
and bureaucrats. It is about time
they left the stage to those who
collectively know the problems at
national and local levels; they know
the solutions because they live with
the problems.”

“There is a great deal of misun-
derstanding of the special privileges
available for Aboriginal people,
aimed at undoing the years of dis-
advantage and discrimination, and
these misunderstandings need to be
faced squarely by the Government.”

RATE OF
INCARCERATION

The Commission identified the
principal and immediate explana-
tion for the deaths in custody as
being “the disproportionate rate
at which Aboriginal people are
detained, arrested and imprisoned
in Australia.”

The report examines the posi-
tion of Aboriginal people in rela-
tion to health, housing, education,
employment and income; it dis-
cusses the land needs of Aboriginal
people. It shows how the attitudes
of the dominant non-Aboriginal
society, racism both overt and
hidden and institutional racism,
adversely affect Aboriginal people.
It shows how some laws bear
unequally upon Aboriginal people.

It makes recommenda-
tions about reducing and elimi-
nating disadvantage through
self-empowerment.

It calls for law reform, in partic-
ular, around the handling of public
drunkenness and non-payment of
fines as part of a more general plan
to limit the involvement of police in
essentially non-criminal behaviour.

“Other offences, notably those
involving offensive, indecent or
obscene language, continue to be
used frequently against Aboriginal
people. [...] There should be a high
priority on addressing this area of
often hypocritical policing, espe-
cially when the language arises in
the context of police-occasioned
intervention.”

The Report quotes from Com-
missioner Wootten’s report on his
inquiry into the death of David
Gundy:

“It is surely time that police
learnt to ignore mere abuse, let
alone simple ‘bad language’. In
this day and age many words that
were once considered bad language
have become commonplace and
are in general use amongst police
no less than amongst other people.
Maintaining the pretence that they
are sensitive persons offended by
such language ... does nothing for
respect for the police. It is par-
ticularly ridiculous when offence
is taken at the rantings of drunks,
as is so often the case. Charges
about language just become part
of an oppressive mechanism of
control of Aboriginals. Too often
the attempt to arrest or charge an
Aboriginal for offensive language
sets in train a sequence of offences
by that person and others — resist-
ing arrest, assaulting police, hinder-
ing police and so on, none of which

would have occurred if police were
not so easily ‘offended’.”

HEALTH AND
SAFETY

The RC found that, “generally,
there appeared to be little appre-
ciation of and less dedication to
the duty of care owed by custodial
authorities and their officers to
persons in custody. We found many
system defects in relation to care,
many failures to exercise proper
care and in general a poor standard
of care. In some cases the defects
and failures were causally related
to the deaths, in some cases they
were not and in others it was open
to debate.”

“One very prominent feature
of all the deaths investigated was
the failure of custodial authorities
to learn from past incidents [...].
It is of vital importance that pro-
cedures be established to enable
poor practices and procedures to
be readily identified and rectified.”

The accessibility and appropri-
ateness of current prison medical
services to Aboriginal prisoners
were found wanting and the Abo-
riginal Medical Services in the
delivery of health care to Aboriginal
prisoners under-utilised.

The recommendations were
comprehensive and focused on
reducing the number of Aboriginal
people in custody through social,
educational, employment, health
and self-empowerment measures
and reconciliation. There was an
emphasis on using and consult-
ing local Aboriginal organisations.

They included decriminalising
non-payment of fines, intoxication
in public places where this had not
been done. In the latter instance, it
proposed taking them home or to
special non-custodial facilities be
established for the care and treat-
ment of intoxicated persons. It rec-
ommended a range of programs as
alternatives to a custodial sentence
for minor offences to be determined
in consultation with and involving
Aboriginal people [...].

“Unless governments, and the
Australian people, demonstrate a
real commitment to achieving social
justice and self-determination for
Aboriginal people, it is likely that
Aboriginal people will continue to
suffer from unacceptably low levels
of health.”

In relation to prior convictions,
the Commission raised the question
of whether governments should
consider, in the interests of reha-
bilitation, that criminal records be
expunged to remove references to
past convictions after a lapse of time
since last conviction, in particular,
whether convictions as a juvenile
should not be expunged after, say,
two years of non-conviction as an
adult.”

“That in reviewing options for
non-custodial sentences govern-
ments should consult with Abo-
riginal communities and groups,
especially with representatives
of Aboriginal Legal Services and
with Aboriginal employees with
relevant experience in government
departments.”

There are other recommenda-
tions on education with emphasis
on the participation of Aboriginal
parents and community members
in decisions regarding the planning
and delivery.

Finally: “That all political lead-
ers and their parties recognise that
reconciliation between the Aborigi-
nal and non-Aboriginal communi-
ties in Australia must be achieved
if community division, discord and
injustice to Aboriginal people are to
be avoided. To this end the Com-
mission recommends that political
leaders use their best endeavours to
ensure bi-partisan public support
for the process of reconciliation
and that the urgency and necessity
of the process be acknowledged.”

The government responded
to this with the establishment of
Reconciliation Australia in 2001.

Regrettably too few of the RC’s
339 recommendations have been
implemented and deaths in custody
continue to rise. &
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Black Lives Matter rally in Sydney
CPA SHOWS ITS SUPPORT

Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) members in New South
Wales attended the Black Lives
Matter (BLM) rally and march
held on 6th June at Sydney
Town Hall in commemoration
of George Floyd, a Black man
who was brutally murdered at
the hands of the police.

The march also protested
against black deaths in custody
where, since the Royal Commis-
sion delivered its final report in
1991, 435 deaths are known to
have occurred in prisons, police
hands or juvenile detention
institutions.

The day before the rally contro-
versy broke out over the legal status

of the protest. NSW Police took the
organisers to court over “concerns”
the event would breach COVID-19
public health orders about social
distancing. The Supreme Court
found that the planned actions
were illegal.

Many scoffed at the ruling,
seeing the decision made by the
court as nothing but a scare tactic,
an attempt to deter people from
attending the march.

However, it didn’t work.
Instead, the march’s Facebook
event page skyrocketed with those
marked as going, as the ruling
became known.

Within half an hour of the
event commencing, the Court of

Appeal found in favour of legalis-
ing the rally.

Following the rally, the march
proceeded in an orderly fashion,
with chants calling for an end to
Black injustice, many noting the
435 deaths as a stark reminder of
how far we have yet to go.

At moments the crowd kneeled
in silence in solidarity with Black
people across the world, many
chanting Floyd’s last words “I
Can’t Breathe” as a symbol of the
corruptness in law enforcement.

The march ended in Belmore
Park with over 40,000 people in
attendance, leaving many who
marched sprawled out onto the
streets near Central station.

However, that was not the end
of the night.

Instead of allowing what
remained of the crowd to disperse
in its own time, police officers fired
pepper spray without warning,
including into the face of a young
woman on crutches, and collectively
boxing into protestors in a military
tactic known as kettling.

As the night quickly progressed,
the officers continued to press
protestors against Central station
in an attempt to get them on any
train that would get them out of
the city.

The walls of Central station are
small and enclosed. As a result, the
pepper-spray fired by the police

at the crowd filled what little air
existed, causing many agitated
eyes and skin.

In order to facilitate and help
protestors who were hit, the Peter
Symon House — CPA headquarters
— operated nearby, safeguarding
vulnerable people.

As quickly as the police bru-
tality came, it left. However, sev-
eral people were arrested. One
source claims that lawyers across
New South Wales were allegedly
attempting to get in touch with the
police but denied their presence
until much later in the evening.

The CPA will always stand in
solidarity with First Nations people
and joins with them. &

POLICE BRUTALITY
Sydney District Committee CPA - Media Release - June 7

The Sydney District Committee (SDC)
of the Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) condemns the instances of police
brutality and corresponding conduct
by the NSW police force following yes-
terday’s “Black Lives Matter” (BLM)
protest in Sydney. Following the peace-
ful protest attendees were forced into
Central Station where pepper spray
was used without warning against
non-violent protesters and observ-
ers, including a woman on crutches.
This act of brutality by the police can-
not be justified and is a contemptible
act of violence.

The SDC also notes that forcing a large
group of people into a tightly enclosed space
and spraying noxious irritant chemicals is
unhygienic and deeply irresponsible in the
context of the global pandemic of COVID-
19, the context that the NSW government
and police previously attempted to use to
outlaw the BLM protest. The SDC of the CPA

condemns this flagrant disregard of public
health and safety.

The massive “Black Lives Matter” pro-
test march in Sydney on Saturday afternoon
was peaceful. In this context the conduct
by the NSW police force later on Saturday
night was shameful. The actions of protes-
tors throughout this time consisted of the
passionate chanting of political slogans and
passive resistance. This was observed by CPA
members. This sorry incident at Central Sta-
tion was not inevitable and was escalated due
to heavy handed police measures.

Over 40,000 people, including many
members of the Communist Party marched
yesterday in support of the black lives mat-
ters movement and in defiance of attempts
by the NSW government and the NSW Police
Force to suppress this march. In Australia
over 400 aboriginal people have died in
custody since the 1990. Aboriginal people
face daily discrimination and harassment by
police. Many members of Pacific Islander,

African and Arab communities face similar
oppressions daily. The use of violence by
the police against young people, mostly
of minority backgrounds will only further
inflame tensions in the community.

In these times of COVID-19 where people
are losing their livelihoods due to it, it is only
natural the people will take to the street to
voice the demand for democratic rights,
economic equity and social justice. A demo-
cratic society is one that would celebrate civic
participation and engagement of this kind.
A truly democratic society would act on the
demands of the people for justice rather than
attempt to police them into oblivion. The
Communist Party of Australia will always
stand in solidarity with the oppressed work-
ing peoples of the world.

Contact:Daniel Fisher
Secretary of the Sydney District Committee
0450787346 &
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Welcome comrades! This week marks the first week into investigating
economic theory. Our first one is an apt essay. As we start to feel the
economic pinch, politicians are already pointing their fingers to China,
blaming them for manipulating the market. This has been going on
forever. Our Anonymous author highlights how Communists could
never let an economic crisis happen because of our orientation in the

means of production.

Our history section marks the final set of articles around the Sharkey
trial. Sharkey was convicted on 20th June 1949 for seditious remarks.
He attempted to appeal these convictions in the High Court but was
still found guilty. These two articles shed light on those details.

Australian Communist Thought and History

CPA sz
COMMUNISTS HAVE THE ONLY
WAY TO END DEPRESSIONS

Guardian

Capitalism has been suffering from
continual economic crises for more
than 100 years, and Communists are
the only people who have a solution
to the suffering and misery of these
economic crises.

Yet today Big Business spokesmen are
peddling the big lie that Communists are to
blame for the coming depression. Their lies
are exposed by the facts of history.

The 1929 slump broke first in Poland, for
instance, where a fascist dictatorship was
rigidly suppressing the Communist Party.

And during the great Wall Street crash in
1929 there weren’t more than a few hundred
Communists in America.

The truth is, capitalism had recurring
crises, before there were Communists.

Europe had its first capitalist crisis in
1825, and there were two more before the
Communist Manifesto was written in 1848.

Everywhere capitalism has developed
there have been crises every ten or twelve
years.

These were the crisis years:

1825, 1837, 1847, 1857, 1873, 1890,
1900, 1907 (1914-18—the first world war),
1921, 1929.

In 1937 a crisis was staved off by prepa-
rations for the war of 1939-45.

This year — 1949 — we can see clear signs
of the new crisis.

Could Communists be blamed for caus-
ing these crises, or the great depression of
1929-33? Of course not.

In 1929 the Australian Labor Party lead-
ers explained that the crisis was due to the
“manipulations of bankers,” and their plans to
counter the crisis consisted of “manipulating”

a ten per cent wage cut, through their beloved
Arbitration Court.

So the workers carried the burden of
that crisis.

Today, crisis has already hit America.
There are five million registered unemployed,
and between eight and nine million are on
part time work.

It is a crisis of over-production, with
more goods produced than the community
can afford to buy. Can anyone seriously
suggest that this over-production is a “Com-
munist plot”?

It is capitalism — not the Communists —
which creates crisis.

Crisis is inherent in the system which
exploits wage labour. Wage labour produces
a value greater than the amount it receives in
wages, and so the masses of useful people —
the producers — are unable to buy back all the
commodities they create. Frederick Engels
clearly describes what happens:

“Trade comes to a standstill, the mar-
kets are glutted, the products lie in great
masses, unsaleable, ready money disappears,
credit vanishes, the factories are idle, food
because they have produced too much food,
bankruptcy follows bankruptcy, forced sale
follows upon forced sale.

“The stagnation lasts for years, both
productive forces and products are squan-
dered and destroyed on a large scale until
the accumulated masses of commodities
are at last disposed of, until production and
exchange gradually begin to move again.
By degrees the pace quickens; it becomes a
trot; the industrial trot passes into a gallop;
and the galley in turn passes into the mad
onrush of a compete industrial, commercial,

and speculative steeplechase, only to land
again in the end, after the most breakneck
jumps, in the ditch of a crash.

“And so on again and again.”

The struggle between the capitalists to
dispose of their surplus product, to make
profit, intensifies the crisis and leads to wars.

The so-called dollar crisis only reflects the
fact that the American capitalists are selling
more goods to Britain and Australia than
they are prepared or able to buy in return.

Our country is being flooded with Ameri-
can surplus products while American work-
ers walk the streets without wages to buy
our goods in return. And consequently, we
Australians face the closure of our factories
and unemployment.

The capitalist class does not believe its
own propaganda about “Reds” causing crises.

Speaking to businessmen at a Rotary
Club function in Melbourne, Professor G. L.
Wood said:

“American industry, instead of being
the world’s universal provider, would wilt
and wither into unemployment, because
there would not be sufficient solvent world
customers.”

He added: “The world is enslaved to the
Great Creditor. The standards of living of
the white world are due to be ground into
collapse in order to earn dollars.

“The creditor is about to exact his pound
of flesh and to drain the life of the coun-
try that saved Him [...]” (Melbourne Age,
21/07/1949).

So it is plain that it is not the Communists
but the capitalists’ struggle for profit and
more profit that is at the root of the grow-
ing crisis in Britain, America and Australia.

The capitalists are frantically trying to
solve their problem of markets. They see
two roads:

1. To slash the living standards of their
workers in order to maintain profits (they
fail to see that this only intensifies the crisis).

2. A war to re-divide the world’s markets.

But both these roads, they see, are barred
by the organised working class, who resist
lowered living standards and profits for war.

They see the working class being led by
the Communist Party in a struggle for higher
wages and lower prices at the expense of
profits. They see a mighty peace movement
calling halt to the drive to a new slaughter.

That is why lies are spread about the
Communists.

That is why the Labor Party lieutenants
of capitalism attack the only genuine work-
ers’ party — the Communist Party.

They fear the policy of the Communists,
who want to end capitalism with its recur-
ring crises and wars. They fear the example
of the countries where the workers are in
power, led by the Communists — the Socialist
Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies
of Eastern Europe.

There are no crises or unemployment in
these countries, and the people’s interests are
served by a resolute policy for lasting peace.

The Australian Communists do not want
crises or war. They lead the workers in strug-
gle against these twin evils. They lead the
fight for Socialism which alone can end the
cause of crises and guarantee rising living
standards and lasting peace for all the useful
people of our country and all other lands.
This article originally appeared in Tribune
August, 1949 &
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PATERSON SEES “SINISTER”
MOTIVE IN SHARKEY TRIAL

Defending the General Secretary of the Commu-
nist Party, Mr L. L. Sharkey, against a charge of ||
having uttered seditious words, Mr F. W. Pater- |
son, Queensland Communist MLA, said he had
to ask whether there was not a sinister motive
behind the prosecution of a man for saying that
the object of the Communist Party was to strug-

gle for peace.

A jury convicted Mr Sharkey, but sentence was post-
poned pending the result of a challenge to a section of

the Crimes Act in the High Court.

Appearing for Mr G. Burns in Queensland last week,
Mr Paterson claimed that under the Commonwealth
Constitution, the Commonwealth Parliament had no

power to enact the section.
The High Court reserved its decision.

Mr Sharkey was released on bail. Mr Dovey, for the
prosecution, claimed that the prosecution of Mr Sharkey
was non-political and asked the jury not to be prejudiced
by the fact that Mr Sharkey was a Communist.

He asserted that “under our system of Government
no man shall be improperly attacked because of his

political views.”

The courts, said Mr Dovey, were entitled to take

“notorious” facts into consideration.

It was a notorious fact, he said, that in the recent war
Britain and the Dominions had fought against Germany
with a number of allies, among them the USSR.

“Hostilities had ceased, but peace has not been

signed.”

It was also notorious that there had been “very marked
differences of opinion between responsible statesmen of
the Western powers and those statesmen who directed

the policy of Soviet Russia.

“We are not here to discuss the rights or wrongs
about help to Germany. That is not a matter which calls

for discussion.

“It is also notorious that a certain section of the com-
munity in Britain, France and Australia have feelings
towards the Soviet Union not shared by other sections.”

Communists were among the minority who had dif-

ferent views to the majority.
This did not constitute an offence.

This article originally appeared in Tribune June, 1949 &
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“LONG LIVE INTERNATIONAL PEACE!”:
SHARKEY IN DOCK

“Long live international peace!” were
the last words of the Communist Party
General Secretary Lance Sharkey
before being sentenced to the maxi-
mum period of three years jail for
“sedition” at Darlinghurst court on
Monday.

A rustle of astonishment and anger
swept the crowded court as Judge Dwyer
pronounced sentence.

The leader of the Australian militant
workers, who all his life has fought for
world peace and for the advancement of
the working-class, was then led away to the
Labor Government’s jail.

He will be released from it as the result
of a mighty campaign in which not merely
every worker and every democrat but every
fair-minded man and woman will join.

In his address to the judge, before sen-
tence, Mr Sharkey said that there had not
been many previous convictions for sedition
in Australia.

The first case was that brought against
Peter Lalor, leader of the Eureka rebel-
lion; the others were against Hugh Mahon
(a member of the Federal Labor Party, for
a statement in connection with the Irish
war of independence) and the late Percy
Brookfield.

SINGLED OUT

Mr Sharkey added that a large number
of Communist Party spokesmen in different
parts of the world had made statements some-
what similar to his at the time he made it.

“I am the only one to be prosecuted,”
he said.

As to the question of fascism referred to
in his alleged statement Mr Sharkey said: “It
is true that there is no open Fascist move-
ment in Australia today but such things can
develop and it was such a development I
had in mind.

“I certainly believe it would have been
much better for the German people and the
world had they themselves suppressed the
Fascist movement in its early stages.”

HYPOTHETICAL
QUESTION

Explaining his reference to Soviet Russia
Mr Sharkey said:

“I would like to make it clear that it is
no part of the outlook or the program of the
Communist Party to expect Soviet troops
come to Australia to establish Communism.

“That has been dealt with by the great
founder of the Communist movement such
men as Marx, Engels and Lenin — and they
are very clear and definite.

“They said that one nation, where the
Socialists were victorious, could not by force
impose Socialism on another nation; that
in endeavouring to do so they would create
conditions that would undermine their own
Socialism

“So I 'said to McGarry it was a hypotheti-
cal question and I did not see a great deal of
point in discussing it in this manner.

FIGHT FOR PEACE

“We see any social changes as being the
work of the Australian people.
We have no policy or program which

calls for the coming to Australia of Russian
troops.”

Mr Sharkey said he regarded the most
important part of his interview as that in
which he said the task of the Communist
Party was to take a leading part in the fight
for international peace.

“So far as the Communist Party was
concerned the all important thing was that it
should do everything in its power to stop war.

“The Communist Party gets very few
opportunities to put its view in the daily press
and I felt that, if I could get that part of my
message over, it would satisfy me.

“I have no feeling of guilt for what I did.

“Long live International peace!”

JUDGE’S COMMENTS

Judge Dwyer said sedition was a crime
aimed directly at the community.

“You, Sharkey, have spoken words
calculated and intended to incite disaffec-
tion and to promote feelings of illwill and
hostility as between different classes of
persons in this country and so to prejudice
the peace, order and good Government of
the Commonwealth.

“Your words were very obviously spoken
in anticipation of wide publicity being given
them and under conditions apt to create the
greatest possible mischief.

“You claim to have spoken on behalf of
the Communist Party, and your claim to
do so has never been questioned. Neither
were your words spoken casually or by way
of foolish indiscretion or hot headed tem-
peramental harangue.

“On the contrary they were the result of

a deliberate pre-determination to effect a
malign and traitorous purpose.

ATTACKS [CPA]

“That purpose was to present and rec-
ommend a policy involving disloyalty to
Australia so as to excite disaffection.

“The very proviso introduced by you in a
cunning but futile attempt to protect yourself
from deserved punishment is to my mind
manifestly indicative of those guilty and
treasonable motives from which you spoke.

“Sedition, it has been said, is a crime
allied to that of treason and it frequently
precedes treason by a short interval.

MAXIMUM PENALTY

“Over the Communist Party and its
seditious or treasonable conspiracies I have
neither jurisdiction nor power and it is to the
appropriate authorities that I perforce must
leave the task of adequately safe-guarding
the community in that regard.”

Mr Justice Dwyer said he would impose
the maximum sentence allowed by the law,
three years imprisonment.

He concluded “Remove the prisoner!”

CLEAN RECORD

Earlier two detectives gave evidence that
Mr Sharkey had no previous conviction. One
of them had known him for ten years, but
knew nothing detrimental to his character
apart from the present proceedings. A large
number of workers gave three cheers for Mr
Sharkey as he entered the court.
This article originally appeared in Tribune
October, 1949 &
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Lettery to-the Editor /&

The Guowdiow
74 Bucki, Street
Surry Hilly NSW 2010

email: editor@cpa.org.au

Dear Editor,

Like many other great and infamous
men in history Trump firmly believes
he has been chosen to carry out a glo-
rious mission in his life. And with his
lack of empathy, arrogance, callous-
ness, narcissism, anger, and erratic
personality traits he is utterly indif-
ferent to any devastation, suffering or
hurt he causes in pursuit of his gran-
diose vision.

I don’t think Trump will ever willingly
give up his power. He has already called his
armed militia supporters into the streets to
force states badly affected by Coronavirus to
reopen for business. Likewise, if he doesn’t
win the next election Trump will claim it
was rigged. Trump has recently said that
postal ballot votes would be “substantially

fraudulent.” Given Donald Trump’s admi-
ration for autocratic leadership and strong
leaders the next election may not happen.

With the USA’s present civil strife and
its deepening health, social, economic and
political problems I wonder how long it will
be before China, and or Russia see these
circumstances as an opportunity to more
aggressively assert their regional (and global)
national economic and military interests.
Trump may relish a distraction such as
a war to rally the weakened and divided
nation around him. But with Trump’s awful
past performance handling the Coronavirus
pandemic, the economy, civil conflict among
other things that may not work and could
also end in a costly military failure with a
terrible human toll.

Having someone like Donald Trump, a

Guardian

man without a semblance of a moral compass
in control of a powerful nation is a recipe for
unmitigated disaster for the country and the
rest of the planet and its people. I've been
of the opinion since Donald Trump gained
office that rather than “make America great
again” he’d oversee its agonising demise.
The international community must act to
curb his and other rulers with similar grand
ambitions and their capacity for catastrophic
actions and carnage. The deluded pursuit of
power and greatness has often led the world
into massive destruction and deaths of mil-
lions. Let’s do all we can to see that doesn’t
happen again.
Steven Katsineris,
Hurstbridge, VIC

Ryan Burley

The last few weeks have given
US citizens an extraordi-
nary practical lesson in what
Max Weber called the state’s
“monopoly over violence.”
Mass protests against police
brutality have been met with
an obscene increase in police
brutality as the state attempts
to reassert control over the
people and maintain the sta-
tus quo.

At the time of writing, over
10,000 arrests have been made
and several protestors have been
killed. Indiscriminate use of “non-
lethal” ammunition has resulted in
hundreds of injuries, with many
people permanently blinded after
being shot in the face with rubber
bullets. The use of tear gas, which
is banned in conventional warfare,
has also been heavily criticised,
especially as any harm caused to
protestors’ respiratory systems
will exacerbate the symptoms of
COVID-19.

Despite the violence — or per-
haps because of it — some progress
has been made. The Minneapolis
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City Council has pledged to dis-
band its police department and to
explore community-based public
safety models. Protestors in other
states have been pushing for police
services to be defunded, while those
at the most radical fringe are calling
for the abolition of police altogether.

There is, however, a further
lesson to be learned from the situa-
tion. Despite the immediacy of the
ongoing conflict, protestors in the
US must also realise that what they
are currently experiencing is the
same brutality and repression their
own nation has always inflicted
upon the global south.

The daily violence brought
against black Americans (and now
their non-black allies) in the impe-
rial core is the same daily terror
inflicted upon millions of ordinary
people on the imperial periphery.
Indeed, we can say that the relative
comfort and prosperity enjoyed by
Americans comes at the cost of mil-
lions of others living in misery, and
that this exchange is guaranteed by
US military force.

The US maintains more than
800 military bases outside of its
own borders, all of which are crucial

for continuing the empire’s stran-
glehold on global politics and eco-
nomics. Since 2003, over 200,000
Iraqi civilians have been killed by
US forces as part of the empire’s
effort to maintain control of the
global oil industry. In Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen, over
2,000 civilians have been killed by
illegal US drone strikes, with Presi-
dents Bush, Obama, and Trump all
sharing responsibility. On more
than one occasion, these barbaric
drone strikes have deliberately
targeted wedding parties and other
social gatherings in full knowledge
that civilians were at risk of injury
or death.

The 2011 US-led military inter-
vention in Libya, orchestrated
by President Barack Obama and
Secretary of State Hilary Clinton,
turned a thriving, cosmopolitan
nation into a boneyard. Under the
false pretence of humanitarian con-
cerns, the US targeted Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi because of his
vocal anti-imperialism. Gaddafi’s
pan-African vision for economic
independence was unacceptable
to the US, especially considering
Libya’s vast oil reserves.

The murder of Gaddafi, aided by
US drone strikes, tipped Libya into
a downward spiral of civil war. Now,
Libya is the epicentre of the modern
African slave trade. Refugees from
across the continent attempting to
cross the Mediterranean are cap-
tured, tortured and sold. This is a
humanitarian crisis created by US
military violence, once again in the
interests of maintaining US control
of global markets and politics.

And let us not forget the United
States’ outsourcing of violence
through proxies. The US is currently
providing material and logistical
support to Saudi Arabia’s military
intervention in Yemen. The Yemeni
population has been utterly devas-
tated by this ruthless conflict. Over
16 million Yemenis are suffering
from malnutrition as their entire
country is effectively under siege.
As many as 100,000 Yemeni chil-
dren have died of starvation since
the conflict began in 2015. Some
critics have gone so far as to label
the war as an act of genocide. The
destabilisation of Yemen bolsters
Saudi Arabia’s presence in the
region, which ultimately serves
US interests.

If progressives in the US are
serious about achieving real change,
they need to recognise that this
change must also extend beyond
their own borders. US police brutal-
ity at home and US military brutal-
ity abroad are two sides of the same
coin. Yes, systemic racism and vio-
lence against people of colour must
stop, in the US and everywhere. But
it is not enough for protestors to
demand an end to police brutality
within the US while ignoring the
violence their nation inflicts upon
people in other countries, especially
when Americans benefit from this
violence.

Should the protests succeed in
putting a stop to police brutality in
the US, this momentum must then
be directed towards solving the
broader problem of US imperialist
violence. Only the abolition of the
US as a global military empire will
bring true justice for the oppressed
peoples of the world, and this
change must be led by Americans
themselves. Whether those in the
US who are striving for change
can summon the self-awareness
to recognise this need remains to
be seen. @&
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RESTRAINT IN SOUTH CHINA
SEA NEEDED AGAINST US
INFLAMMATORY OPINIONS

Ge Hongliang

Some Western media outlets
have launched a new wave
of public opinion offensive
against China. A CNN report
on Monday hyped up a stand-
off between China and Malay-
sia in the South China Sea that
has lasted more than a month.
Even though this was old news
and took place earlier this
year, CNN criticized China
for its “growing aggression”
and “forcefulness,” which are
“partly driven by the global
coronavirus pandemic.”

Malaysia is one of the South
China Sea claimants. Compared
with countries such as Vietnam
and the Philippines, Malaysia has
been regarded as a low-profile prag-
matist when it comes to the South
China Sea issue. The country has
played it safe.

Policies pursued by Malaysia
include:

First, the South China Sea dis-
pute is not at the top of the agenda
of dialogues between Beijing and
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia is more
willing to take chances of political
dialogues to promote pragmatic
cooperation with China.

Second, oil and gas exploration
is a priority for Malaysia’s South
China Sea policies.

Third, the country is not keen
on sensationalising the South China
Sea disputes. Large protests trig-
gered by the South China Sea dif-
ferences are rarely seen in Malaysia.

Fourth, Malaysia has taken a
positive attitude toward promot-
ing consultations and preventative
diplomacy among South China Sea
claimants.

It has played a relatively proac-
tive role in negotiations regarding
the Declaration on the Conduct of
Parties in the South China Sea,
and on the Code of Conduct in the
South China Sea.

Thanks to such policies, Malay-
sia and China have a lot in common
to promote pragmatic cooperation
and to maintain regional stability.

Yet it’s noticeable that subtle
changes are taking place in Malay-
sia’s South China Sea policies. In

December 2019, the country sub-
mitted an extended shelf claim in
the South China Sea to the UN’s
Commission on the Limits of
the Continental Shelf, seeking to
establish the outer limits of its legal
continental margin beyond the 200
nautical mile limit.

Breaking with past postures,
Malaysia has now begun exploration
and development of oil and gas in
waters near the Wan’an Tan in the
Nansha Islands, an area disputed
by China, Malaysia and Vietnam.
Moreover, Malaysia has become
increasingly vigilant toward China
for the latter’s measures to safe-
guard its legitimate rights in the
South China Sea.

However, the changes in Malay-
sia’s South China Sea policies don’t
mean the country lacks understand-
ing of the complexities and sensi-
tivities of the South China Sea issue.
In fact, Malaysian Foreign Minister
Hishammuddin Hussein in April
called for peaceful means amid
the China-Malaysia standoff, and
reaffirmed Malaysia’s commitment
to peace in the disputed waters.

Moreover, China-Malaysia
disputes in the South China Sea
have attracted public attention.
This is directly related to the US
and Australian navies’ interference
in the region, and the influence
of US officials, think tanks, and
mainstream media.

In April, the amphibious
assault ships USS America, USS
Bunker Hill, and USS Barry sailed
with Royal Australian Navy frig-
ate HMAS Parramatta to conduct
combined exercises in the South
China Sea.

The US and Australian warships
intentionally sailed near where
the China-Malaysia standoff took
place. Meanwhile, US Indo-Pacific
Command spokesperson Nicole
Schwegman said that their “con-
tinued operational presence in the
South China Sea” is “to promote
freedom of navigation and over-
flight,” and the US “supports the
efforts of our allies and partners
to determine their own economic
interests.”

In April, US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo told his Southeast

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) and his Malaysian counterpart, Saifuddin Abdullah, last year agreeing

to set up a dialogue mechanism to handle South China Sea disputes.

OSCAR FIGUERA:
IMPERIALIST
WAR THREATENS
HUMANITY

Asian counterparts that China is
taking advantage of the COVID-
19 pandemic to push its so-called
territorial ambitions in the South
China Sea. He also regarded China’s
maintaining of stability there as
“bullying.” Then, US media, such
as CNN, reported on the recent
China-Malaysia interactions in the
South China Sea in an attempt to
echo Pompeo’s vindictive views.

From this perspective, the
China-Malaysia dispute has become
a heated topic for the US to further
attack China. The increasingly
intense China-US disputes and
major power competition in the
South China Sea serve as sober and
stern warnings that China, Malaysia
and other disputing parties need to
remain restrained and be vigilant
against inflamed US-led public
opinion about the South China Sea.
Global Times &
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Yadira Cruz Valera

The Secretary General of the
Communist Party of Venezuela
(PCV), Oscar Figuera, warned
that the possibility of an impe-
rialist war threatens humanity
and puts the existence of life
on the planet at risk.

During a video conference
promoted by the Committee
of International Solidarity and
Struggle for Peace (COSI) of
Venezuela on the social network
Facebook, the party leader called
to stop the common enemy of the
peoples which is imperialism.

He stressed that an armed
intervention against this South
American nation would be the
prelude to a war of plunder, of
domination, where the cost of
human lives will not matter.

“There is a general crisis of a
model of domination, of the capi-
talist model, of the big transna-
tionals of capital, of the model of
pillage, of the industry of exter-
mination, of the irrational exploi-
tation of resources,” he said.

A crisis that is not new, he
stressed, but it is at this moment
when it is most evident, because
it shows that capitalism does not
care about human beings, nor
about the irrational exploitation
of natural resources.

During the virtual meeting,
held this Sunday to celebrate
World Solidarity Day with Ven-
ezuela, Figuera and other social
and political activists advocated
for the unity of the peoples as the
only way to face the aggressions
of the US and other capitalist
countries.

“Unity is the fundamental
axis of action on which we must
concentrate, even with differ-
ent approaches, we must agree
on a common point, the defense
of life, strengthening the resist-
ance, the counteroffensive of the
peoples against imperialism,” he
said.

He stressed that the unity of
all factors is the strength of the
Venezuelan revolutionary proc-
ess, which has allowed it to face
internal and external attacks
throughout these twenty years.

“In the face of the common
enemy, it is necessary to achieve
world, continental and national
unity, to consolidate the democ-
ratizing current, the Latin
American union that is being
strengthened in this process of
popular counteroffensive against
aggression,” Figuera said before
concluding his speech.
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FREDERICK, MARYLAND

In an unprecedented show of solidarity, a
multiracial demonstration of 5,000 marched
against the murder of George Floyd by the
Minneapolis Police Department. Twenty-five
years ago, Frederick was a sleepy agricul-
tural town focused on dairy farming; today
it is a vibrant city nestled in the Allegheny
Mountains of western Maryland. Freder-
ick is just [sixty-four kilometres] north of
Washington, DC.

Pouring rain did not deter the protest-
ers. The demonstration began at Baker Park
Lake with a rally and speeches by Back Lives
Matter, which organised the demonstration.
Frederick City Alderman Roger Wilson,
an African-American, spoke at the event.
Alderman Wilson was elected in 2017 on
a progressive program of youth economic
sustainability, affordable housing, and the
revamping of the city’s roads. He is one of
two African Americans out of the six Alder-
man. He serves on Frederick’s Fair Housing
Commission.

After the rally, the march proceeded
down Main Street in the heart of downtown.
Demonstrators carried signs that read “Mora-
torium on Rents Now,” “An Injury to one,
is an Injury to all,” “Free College Tuition
for All,”, “Stop Funding the Police,”, “Free
Health Care for all,” and “Jobs Not Jails.”
Pedestrians and shoppers on the sidewalks
cheered on the demonstration.

The organisers vowed to continue their
actions until all of the police involved in the
execution of George Floyd are charged with
first-degree murder. They also called for a
nationwide ban on police violence.

WASHINGTON, DC

I had the honour of joining in the DC,
Maryland, and Virginia (DMV) Black Lives
Matter-endorsed protest events this past
Saturday evening in Washington, DC, at
both Freedom Plaza (a location of one of the
Occupy DC encampments back in Fall 2011)
and the newly-named Black Lives Matter
Plaza. From what I've seen, heard, and read,
these recent BLM protests are distinct from
the past in that an unprecedented number
of white people are joining in solidarity with
the protests across the country.

The events were Black-led and Black-
voiced, and people were happy to make
space in conversation for each other. There
was an outpouring of mutual aid from differ-
ent organisations, with distribution of hand
sanitiser, masks, water, snacks, meals, and
street medic services.

As the evening continued and the event
became a street party in celebration of the
plaza renaming, street artists with Black
Youth Project 100 took direct action to the
plaza mural, painting over the stars on the DC
logo and adding “DEFUND THE POLICE,”
making the whole plaza read “BLACK LIVES
MATTER = DEFUND THE POLICE.” This is
directly in front of St John’s Church where
Donald Trump held his Bible photo-op earlier
in the week. The paint proved resistant to the
street sweepers that came by after midnight.

Over the night, protest chants and songs
were directed not only against the police, but
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also against Donald Trump. Some speeches
also criticised DC Mayor Muriel Bowser for
not doing enough to ensure racial justice
from the Metropolitan Police Department,
which she controls. In conversation, pro-
testers spoke of the failure of police reform
and suggested various kinds of police aboli-
tion. Some even spoke of drastic reduction
in military spending to support improved
social conditions at home.

There was also concern about corporate
dominance of traditional and social media
shaping public view against the protests. Sat-
urday’s DC protests were entirely peaceful,
despite me seeing an unmarked police sedan
weave in-between protesters in the plaza at
nearly [thirty-two kilometres]-per-hour. No
one was reported injured, and protesters
didn’t rise to the obvious bait.

There was also attempted police intimi-
dation with the stationing of rooftop snipers
from an unidentified agency atop the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Foundation and Institute
building. Some protesters shone spotlights at
them when they noticed the rooftop snipers
weren’t holding rifles.

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

Friday, 5th June, would have been
Breonna Taylor’s 27th birthday, and pro-
tests here continued into their second week
against the brutality of the Louisville Metro
Police Department and the lack of political
courage of Mayor Greg Fischer, who refuses
to initiate action against the officers who
killed Breonna Taylor on 13th March while
she was asleep in her bed.

Although the officers in Minneapolis, the
city that has garnered the most attention for
its part in the national protests, have been
fired, arrested, and charged in the killing of
George Floyd, the officers responsible for
the death of Taylor, an emergency medical
technician and Black woman shot during a
no-knock warrant served on the wrong house,
have not faced any meaningful consequences.

Over the past week, the movement has
gained steam. Branches of protest have
spread out into the West End to pay tribute
to David McAtee, a Black community leader
and business owner, who was killed by police
when they continued aggressive crowd
dispersal tactics on a non-protest-related

gathering outside of Dino’s, a local market,
on Saturday, 3o0th May, the first night of a
citywide curfew.

Demonstrations have also been held in
the more affluent eastern edge of the city,
sometimes as an act of solidarity and some-
times, more notably, as an expression of
frustration with ongoing racial and wealth
disparities in the city.

However, the central and most attended
actions are the downtown protests. During
the day, protesters here have tents and tables
set up with water, cold and hot foods, masks,
and hand sanitiser.

With financial support generated from
various online campaigns, activists restock
food and water throughout the day that,
by nightfall, is handed out to Louisville’s
unsheltered homeless community.

Since 3oth May, the protesters have
continued to defy the curfew, marching with
allied car caravans flanking them to protect
from traffic and carry the necessary food,
water, and medical supplies that keep the
march going late into the night.

Leading up to the nightly marches, activ-
ists give speeches and lead chants before
opening the microphone and podium to the
community.

During these open mics, unscheduled
speakers share their grievances, lead their
own chants and prayers, and call for new
solutions. An MC follows each speaker to
offer context and reflection that strengthens
the collective spirit of the people.

Quintez Brown, 19, a local activist,
scholar, and columnist called for renam-
ing the park, the de facto meeting place of
downtown protests because of its proxim-
ity to prominent political buildings, from
Jefferson Square to Breonna Taylor Park.

Rev Charles Eliot, Jr, 85, a local civil
rights icon, drew parallels with the current
movement to his experiences marching with
Martin Luther King, Jr, during the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1950s and ’60s.
Gesturing toward the diversity, energy, and
youth of the crowd, he insisted that, more
than ever, this group “looks like winners
to me.”

The continued support of the people has
allowed the movement to solidify their calls
to hold the police accountable and has forced

Mayor Fischer to rescind his curfew, fire the
police chief, and, for now, keep the National
Guard and police from instigating violence
against protesters — a marked change from
last week.

There are no signs of the movement
slowing down in Louisville.

STATEN ISLAND,

NEW YORK

Alarge and spirited but peaceful protest
began in Tompkinsville at the site of Eric
Garner’s murder and ended at the 120 Pre-
cinct in St George. Significantly, the NYPD
reported no arrests were made.

Protesters who took part in the action,
organised by Al Sharpton’s National Action
Network (NAN), demanded justice for George
Floyd. Floyd was killed in Minneapolis on
25th May by Derek Chauvin, a (former)
police officer who is now charged with
second-degree murder. Protesters called for
the charges against ex-officer Chauvin and
the other officers involved in the killing to
be upped to first degree murder.

DANVILLE, VIRGINIA

Danville, once the hot bed of Civil Rights
demonstrations in the 1960s, is seeing action
once more as young people peacefully protest
the murder of George Floyd.

About 200 people gathered in downtown
and shouted familiar slogans: “Blacks Lives
Matter,” “I can’t breathe,” and “Hey, hey.
Ho, ho. Racism has got to go.”

Motorists honked their horns in support
of the protesters. Protesters took their mes-
sage across the Martin Luther King, Jr Bridge
to fan out their message to more areas of the
city. They headed into highways medians,
bringing a message of peace and coopera-
tion. They blocked traffic for two minutes.

Protesters then headed back to the city
fountain and were urged to sit or lie on the
ground for eight minutes and fourty-six
seconds to symbolise George Floyd’s ago-
nising death.

The young speakers talked about how they
want to raise their children in a society where
they are not afraid of being killed by police.
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