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The Prime Minister Scott Morrison and 
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg continue 
to talk the economy up with plans for a 
rapid post-COVID-19 economic recov-
ery in 2021. But the recovery they are 
referring to is one for big business, 
not one for the people or the planet 
we need for survival.

At the same time the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) warns that before any 
recovery occurs, the global economy will 
experience “the worst recession since the 
Great Depression, and far worse than the 
Global Financial Crisis”.

In a report released last month, the IMF’s 
chief economist Gita Gopinath said, “The 
magnitude and speed of collapse in activity 
that has followed [COVID-19] is unlike any-
thing experienced in our lifetimes.”

Australia is no exception, with business 
closures, stand-downs, sackings, wage reduc-
tions, and charities stretched beyond their 
limits. The number of homeless people is on 
the rise. Millions of Australians are unem-
ployed or underemployed, and their ranks 
continue to swell by the day.

GOVT AGENDA
The government is delusional if it thinks 

the economy can bounce back overnight. 
It certainly won’t for working people and 
the unemployed. What it is proposing is a 
full-on neo-liberal assault on workers, the 
unemployed, pensioners, and other recipients 
of government payments – all with the aim 
of restoring and increasing the profi ts of its 
mates in big business as quickly as possible.

In particular, the government has plans 
for “the removal of red tape” (read deregula-
tion), billions of dollars in corporate tax cuts, 
and a new round of anti-union, anti-worker 
legislation. This is just a continuation of its 
agenda, but instead of pushing it openly, it 
will use the excuse of COVID-19.

Reserve Bank Governor Philip Lowe, also 
representing the interests of the corporate 
sector, told cabinet last month that, “if we 
thought we could just grow the economy 
under the old settings, then we need to think 
again.” He is correct, but not in the pro-big 
business way he meant. There is another 

way – one that is in the interests of working 
people, their families, and the planet.

Capitalism is incapable of bringing about 
a recovery for the people. Deregulation, 
attacks on workers’ rights and reliance on 
the “markets” will not work for the people. 
This is evidenced by the present situation 
where farmers are destroying crops they 
cannot sell, and charities cannot meet the 
massive increase in the demand for food.

Workers did not cause the economic 
crisis, and they must not be made to pay for it.

PUBLIC SECTOR-LED 
RECOVERY

A multi-faceted, planned program is 
required which redirects the Australian econ-
omy to job creation, higher living standards, 
environmentally sustainable development, 
and to world peace. It must also reverse dec-
ades of deregulation and privatisation, with 
a program for full public ownership of public 
services and strategic enterprises, including 

transport, health, education, social welfare, 
telecommunications, banking, insurance, 
water and electricity.

The repeal of all anti-union, anti-worker 
legislation is central to the achievement of 
such a program that puts people fi rst.

Jobs can be generated by increasing 
wages and social security payments. The 
current JobSeeker payments must NOT 
revert back to the inhumane level of $40 
a day. Pensions and other government 
payments must NOT be reduced or under-
mined with tougher eligibility tests. Early 
childhood education MUST remain free. 
NO reversals post-pandemic or during 
the pandemic.

Since mid-2016 corporate profi ts have 
risen forty-three per cent but wages improved 
by just eight per cent. Penalty rates must 
be restored in full, and the minimum wage 
increased to a liveable wage. 

Cuts to penalty rates were meant to 
create jobs, but a recent survey of over 1,800 
employees and 200 owner-managers in retail 

and hospitality was unable to establish any 
evidence of growth. On the contrary, some 
of the analysis suggested the Sunday and 
public holiday employment outcomes were 
worse for those aff ected by the penalty cuts 
compared to those on enterprise agreements 
and individual contracts. 

Such measures will increase the capac-
ity of people to consume and hence demand 
for goods and services. In turn, this results 
in job creation.

PATH TO RECOVERY
On May Day, the World Federation of 

Trade Unions (WFTU) issued a call for a 
shorter working week. “The WFTU believes 
that the profi ts should be given for the 
improvement of working conditions of all 
workers of the planet. We should work fewer 
hours with better wages and conditions that 
promote cultural, humanitarian and envi-
ronmental progress.”

Continued on page 4
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WHAT COVID-19 CAN 
TEACH US ABOUT 
CLIMATE ACTION

With all eyes on the COVID-19 pandemic, other po-
litical issues have taken a backseat, and climate change 
hasn’t been an exception. What makes this a particularly 
sad case is that there was a lot of momentum behind 
climate justice, especially here in Australia, off  the back 
of the bushfi re crisis (doesn’t that seem like a century 
ago?). While solving the COVID-19 pandemic is crucial, 
we have to make sure that climate action doesn’t drift 
away in the proverbial rear-view mirror. 

Last week, thirty environmental leaders met up pre-
cisely to discuss climate change post-COVID-19 at the 
Petersberg Climate Dialogue. The intersection between 
COVID-19, climate change, and the economy was not lost 
on those attending. Surprisingly, it was UK Business 
Secretary Alok Sharma whose words refl ected the reality 
of the situation we are currently in: “The world must work 
together, as it has to deal with the coronavirus pandemic, 
to support a green and resilient recovery, which leaves 
no one behind.” However, how this is achieved is an en-
tirely diff erent situation, with “Green Capitalism” and 
Socialism providing substantially diff erent perspectives.

It is probably of no surprise to anyone that given the 
social distancing laws enforced everywhere around the 
world that CO2 emissions have had their largest annual 
fall to date. While this is good news, it is clearly only 
temporary; we need to ensure and pursue comprehensive 
climate reform for the long term. Perhaps one of the 
more enlightening aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
is how quick governments can be in responding to the 
crisis. One of the many mantras of the governments 
around the world regarding climate action was that ag-
gressive measures were impractical, requiring endless 
investigative research before any major decisions could 
be made. Oh, how times have changed! Only when the 
global economy is on death’s door, do bourgeois parties 
fi nd the means to tackle world-changing crises. 

And while stimulus packages have become all the rage, 
residents in central Victoria have campaigned to ensure 
that further economic packages tackle climate change as 
well as the impending recession. Rob Law from Campbells 
Creek has started a petition for “all levels of government 
to use injections into the economy to reduce emissions 
and increase climate change resilience,” according to 
The Advocate. Law told The Advocate “that [he] believes 
ambitious emissions reduction could help lift the state 
from its coronavirus induced crash.”

And Law may not be wrong. The US economy is hurt-
ing particularly bad as the price of petrol is tumbling due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. On the other hand, countries 
like China are looking forward to alternative forms of 
energy. Last year The Conversation noted that China’s 
renewable energy plans include “a feed-in-tariff  policy 
for renewable energy generators, which off ers them a 
guaranteed price for their power,” in addition to “energy 
effi  ciency standards for power plants, motor vehicles, 
buildings and equipment; targets for energy production 
from non-fossil sources; and mandated caps on coal con-
sumption.” This is on top of the extensive solar and wind 
installations and the development for domestic industries 
for “solar panels, batteries and electric vehicles.” 

COVID-19 has showcased how unprepared and fragile 
capitalists governments around the world are. It has also 
shown how quickly governments can act when needed. 
These are points we need to take away once this crisis is 
over, and we must translate them into the conversation 
about climate action. Not only do we need to secure a 
healthy planet for all life on Earth but we need to ensure 
the livelihood of the working-class by future-proofi ng 
the economy with investments into renewable energies. 
We need more than ever to call on our government to 
act and accept no excuses. If a conservative government 
can pass stimulus after stimulus to keep capitalism on 
life support, it can very well do the same for our planet.
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Vinnie Molina
National CPA President
Comrades come rally!
Today we remember the Chicago martyrs and 
all those workers who have fought against 
great injustices for workers’ rights. Today 
I pay tribute to all those front-line workers 
who are saving lives fi ghting against COVID-
19 all over the world often putting their lives 
at risk without access to personal protective 
equipment (PPE).

This is a very diff erent May Day. For over 130 
years workers have taken to the streets in demand 
of their rights at work. Some, more political, have 
gone even further to achieve political rights and even 
political power. 

This May Day humanity fi ghts a common enemy in 
the Coronavirus pandemic. The pandemic has exposed 
the failures of capitalism and all the neoliberal policies 
that have privatised essential services such as health, 
education, banks, transport and social security.

At the same time, governments are undermining 
workers organisation by a ferocious attack on work-
ers rights, unions and the right to strike.

Governments have also used the excuse of the 
pandemic to further erode civil and democratic rights. 
Furthermore, the introduction of legislation aimed at 
preventing people from getting together and the use of 
fearmongering to introduce a tracing app in the guise 
of security for workers who agree to being tracked.

Despite this, we have seen workers mobilising in 
a number of countries to fi ght for safety on the job, 
job security, food and other necessities. In Australia 
people have organised their right to protest using 
car cavalcades organised by the Maritime Union 
of Australia in Fremantle and the M1 Movement in 
Sydney and Melbourne. These actions attracted a lot 
of support from workers and the community at large, 
but the protesters in Melbourne faced charges and 
massive fi nes. Workers must be able to exercise their 
democratic right to protest, and this must be won on 
the streets through action.

On this day of international solidarity among all 
workers of the world we reaffi  rm our commitment to 
build a better world for all. 

Workers acting as a class are the only force capa-
ble of demonstrating that workers are essential and 
bosses are not. The billions used to save the capitalist 
system from collapsing is the greatest weaknesses of 
the ruling class. They’ve acted in their class interest 
and the interest of this profi t-making system that 
tries to convince the people that we are all together 
in this. This is a lie.

Only workers coming together as a class in the 
struggle against the pandemic and for workers’ rights 
will see a new society for all.

Long live May Day
Long live the Australian working class!
Workers of all countries unite! 

MAY DAY 2020 
GREETING

PRESS FUND
Members of the Guardian collective, like many other 
workers, are working from home. Fortunately we have 
social media and can follow what is happening in the 
world and produce the paper online. We look forward to 
the day when we can return to print. We appreciate the 
support that we have from our readers in these difficult 
times.
Our thanks this week go to: P Mooney $100
This week’s total: $100 Cumulative total: $1,330.00
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The moratorium on onshore gas was intro-
duced in 2014 after various environmental 
and farmers organisations, such as Friends 
of the Earth, Lock the Gate, and the Vic-
torian Farmers Federation pressured the 
government to ban unconventional gas 
extraction and introduce a moratorium on 
conventional gas exploration. This morato-
rium is set to expire on June 30, 2020, and 
will open up Victoria to onshore gas explo-
ration. The moratorium on onshore gas to 
protect the environment is important for 
the following reasons:
• Gas plants emit fi fty per cent CO2 of a 

comparable coal plant;
• Gas drilling and production can leak methane 

gas (CH4) which is another greenhouse gas 
that can cause thirty-four times the impact 
CO2 causes over 100 years.

Onshore gas production can devastate the local 
environment and land, which can aff ect:
• Farmers in regional Victoria;
• Regional communities;
• The traditional owners of the land.

It is important to invest in renewables and 
implement a just transition to limit a rise in tem-
perature to 1.5 degrees as per the Paris Agreement. 
Currently, Australia is projected to remain in the 
category of a three-degree increase in temperature 
that will have devastating eff ects on the environ-
ment according to Climate Action Tracker.

One of the reasons that the Victorian govern-
ment wants to expand onshore gas projects is 
because of a so-called “gas shortage.” However, 
this is not because of a lack of projects and produc-
tion, but rather because of the mismanagement of 
resources under a capitalist system. Gas and elec-
tricity prices have been skyrocketing since 2000 
and are approximately three times greater than 
the Consumer Price Index (See Figure 1). House-
hold prices for individual energy consumption has 
been increasing at a much greater rate than than 
the cost of living. This jump in the cost of energy 
at around the year 2000 is clearly a result of the 
privatisation of our energy resources in the mid to 
late 1990s across the country.

Now prices for gas in Australia, and Victoria, 
are much higher compared to overseas markets, 
costing approximately $8-10/GJ (See Figure 2). 
For comparison, the United States’ price of gas is 
$2-4/GJ. The problem is not a lack of production; 
it is that we are exporting gas, and importing over-
seas gas. Opening the Gippsland Basin up to new 
onshore gas projects does not solve this problem. 
It is simply a way to increase the profi ts of the 
multinationals who have their hands on Victoria’s 
energy industry.

Australia does not have any duty to the world 
to fl ood export markets with our gas. Exports of 
LNG are currently forecast to rise to 81m tonnes in 
2020/21, according to Mining Weekly. Australia 
only consumes 3.9 per cent of our natural gas 
production (including conventional and uncon-
ventional), and approximately fi fteen per cent of 
what we consume comes from imports (see Fig-
ures 3 and 4). According to ABC News, the high-
est estimate of the proposed gas fi elds in VIC put 
yields at 830 petajoules “in both the Otway Basin 

and Gippsland” Victoria’s annual consumption of 
gas is 220 petajoules. This gas is meant to serve 
Victorian homes and businesses fi rst, according to 
our Premier, Mr Andrews.

It is not eff ective enough to simply demand 
a moratorium on onshore gas since many work-
ers rely on jobs within the industry, especially 
in Gippsland where energy production has been 
at the heart of its economy since 1924. A transi-
tion to renewables needs to have workers at the 
forefront. If we simply argue for climate justice 
and restructuring of the energy industry without 
workers’ rights, it will position workers to get the 
short end of the stick, lose their livelihoods, and 
increase unemployment in regional Victoria. This 
happened when the Northern coal plant closed in 
South Australia in 2016, and was the case in Victoria 
as a result of the transition from public to private 
energy over the past twenty-fi ve years. This tran-
sition resulted in the closure of Hazelwood power 
station in 2017. Prioritising workers is especially 
important in tackling climate because the fear of 
unemployment and loss of livelihoods can cause 
workers to reject climate justice and vote for con-
servative politicians.

To transition to clean energy and good jobs, 
we need:
• The manufacturing industry to be stimulated 

by renewables. This would create thousands 
of permanent jobs that wouldn’t exist if 
a renewables project relied on overseas 
manufacturing, as pointed out in Victorian 
Trades Hall’s document Putting the ‘Justice’ in 
‘Just Transition’.

• The Star of the South project to go ahead as 
an example of a renewables project that could 
create thousands of jobs in Gippsland under a 
just transition.

• Complete public ownership of any new energy 
projects.

• Training through free TAFE courses.
• Legislation and enforcement for effi  ciency and 

safety standards.
• For communities to be on board, engaged and 

all production transparent/
• The direct permission and involvement of 

traditional owners of the land.
• A national energy plan for a complete 

transition that involves unions and workers at 
the forefront

OUR DEMANDS:
• The Victorian government to reinstate the 

onshore gas moratorium as we do not need 
any new onshore gas projects.

• The government to invest in publicly owned 
renewables under a just transition plan, such 
as Star of the South.

• Natural gas supplies to prioritise local needs 
rather than overseas exports to mitigate any 
gas shortage that would exacerbate Victoria’s 
already infl ated energy prices.

• A publicly owned gas industry to end the 
multinational free-for-all.

• Any new energy project to involve the consent 
of:
◊ Regional communities;
◊ Local farmers;
◊ Aboriginal traditional owners. 

Australia

ONSHORE GAS REPORT 
(22/04/2020)

By the Climate Fraction of CPA Melbourne Branch

Prioritising workers is 
especially important in tackling 

climate because the fear of 
unemployment and loss of 

livelihoods can cause workers to 
reject climate justice and vote 
for conservative politicians.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4
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A REFLECTION ON COVID-19 
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Richard Titelius

The COVID-19 pandemic was fi rst 
detected in Wuhan in Hubei prov-
ince in China where it infected over 
80,000 people, before the Chinese 
government brought it under control. 
While there are still some new cases 
reported daily, most of these are from 
travellers returning to China from 
other countries to which it has now 
spread and, in a few cases, reaching 
levels exceeding those seen in China.

It has reached Australia, including the 
city of Perth, Western Australia, which 
recorded its fi rst death from the virus on 1st 
March 2020 of a man brought home from the 
Japanese port of Yokohama where he was 
a passenger on the cruise liner, Diamond 
Princess. He died while being cared for in 
a special quarantine facility at Sir Charles 
Gardiner Hospital.

On 26th March, a second man died at 
the Joondalup Health Campus after having 
disembarked from the Celebrity Solstice 
cruise liner in Sydney earlier in the week.

On 3rd April, a German tourist died at 
the Joondalup Health Campus after being 
taken from the cruise liner, Artania, where 
he had tested positive while the ship was 
docked in the port of Fremantle. All were 
in their seventies.

In the time since COVID-19 was fi rst 
brought into WA, the state government of 
Premier Mark McGowan has taken steps to 
control the spread of the disease. These steps 
included a vigorous campaign of education 
and information; controlling the movement 
of people into the state from overseas and 
other parts of Australia; and the implemen-
tation of “hard borders” within WA. The 
latter entailed setting up roadblocks and 
checkpoints on roads where they cross into 
other regions. People in one region cannot 
travel to another region without good cause, 
but freight and logistics can continue to move 
around the state.

Most people accept the social distancing 
and social gathering norms put into place, and 
they can be seen being practised in shopping 
centres, city malls, restaurants, cafes where 
people must queue (1.5 m apart) to enter the 
premises. Only a certain number of people 
may be in a store at any one time or in the 
case of cafes and the restaurants still open 
to buy takeaway only. However, many busi-
nesses could not continue to remain open 
under the new conditions, closing their busi-
nesses and laying off  staff . 

Schools and universities also closed 
although the impact was not so great on 
schools as they merely started their school 
holidays one week earlier. Universities and 
some high schools have also gone into online 
or virtual mode. By 28th April, schools had 
reopened. Some government departments 
were closed but not those deemed essential. 
I am a permanent public servant in one such 
agency and in this role I have till now con-
tinued to come to the offi  ce in the Central 
Business District of Perth.

I commute to work on a bicycle, and the 
changes I have seen take place as I travel to 
work and back every day have been palpable. 
I have seen the traffi  c diminish on the roads, 
the shops, cafes, and restaurants – especially 
in the nightlife district of Northbridge. Some 
parents decided to take their children out of 
school or early childhood education to protect 
them from the virus or because they were 
laid off  from work or could work from home.

I live close to the fl ightpath of Perth air-
port and notice the volume of planes fl ying 
overhead has dropped off  considerably. Less 
traffi  c on the main roads has created a still-
ness and almost silence from early evening 
into daybreak, punctuated by the occasional 
emergency services sirens. 

On the news, I hear reports that emis-
sions have slipped back to levels not seen 
since the 1990s. During the day, however, 
people are still walking around. Those who 
are confi ned to their house or encouraged 
to stay at home, are required to exercise to 
maintain robust health and fi tness at this 
time to help stave off  the virus should it be 
passed to them.

People’s social lives have moved online, 
and organised sport has been cancelled 
or postponed until many months into the 
future. In Perth, our biggest public partici-
pation event, the annual “12 KM Run for a 
Reason”, usually held at the end of May, 
was cancelled. The national men’s basket-
ball fi nals series ended mid-stream, but 
suffi  cient games had been played between 
the Sydney Kings and the Perth Wildcats 
to enable the Wildcats to be declared the 
champions.

The AFL and Rugby League started to 
play games but then packed up, even though 
the AFL games were played in near-empty 
stadiums. Women’s netball never started, 
but they like all the professional sporting 
codes, are looking to the federal govern-
ment’s rescue packages for support as they 
are workers like the rest of us.

With no sport to distract us, many people 

are hungry for information to stay in touch 
with the evolving pandemic. Many also look 
to our community, business, and government 
leaders to try to steer us through these dif-
fi cult and challenging times. People around 
the world can see clearly which systems and 
leaders are coping well, just surviving, and 
which are failing badly.

Many people are thinking and saying the 
world will not be the same after the virus is 
contained, and neither should it. There is no 
reason to prop up the capitalist status quo 
to wait for the next crisis.

After this pandemic a new social and 
economic system is needed where people are 
put before profi ts. Sounds like socialism! 

The COVID Clinic at Ainslie House on Murray Street, Perth. (Photo: Daniel Wilkins)

Continued from page 1
The Communist Party of Aus-

tralia supports a thirty-hour week 
without loss of income to create 
more jobs, address the impact of 
technology and improve the qual-
ity of life of workers.

An extensive public housing 
program would have the double 
benefi t of providing much needed 
aff ordable housing as well as jobs. 

At the same time, a job creation 
program must be backed by the 
necessary education and training. 
Education is a right and should 
be free and easily accessible from 
early childhood to tertiary levels 
with provision of student allow-
ances. The apprenticeship system 
has been decimated, and extensive 
deskilling has taken place. This 
must be reversed with medium to 
large companies obliged to hire 
apprentices.

Decades of funding cuts and 
privatisation have resulted in 
under-resourced and understaff ed 

public hospitals. The government 
should nationalise the private hos-
pitals and other private elements of 
the health sector. Health is a right, 
not a commodity for those who can 
aff ord it. Adequate funding should 
be injected into the system for staff -
ing and resources, the expansion of 
preventative health care, including 
dental, along with the necessary 
training.

The major insurance compa-
nies need to be returned to public 
hands. They cannot be left to 
continue ripping off  customers, 
likewise the banks. If any evidence 
is needed, the banking inquiry 
says it all, and the treatment of 
drought and bush fi re victims says 
even more.

Nationalisation of energy, 
water, communications, and other 
strategic services could when demo-
cratically run, see lower prices and 
better services. They could facilitate 
investment in renewable energy 
sources.

Land management is critical 
for wildlife and the survival of the 
human species. National parks 
should be handed over to Indig-
enous communities to manage, with 
the necessary fi nancial support.

There is so much that could be 
done by the government that puts 
people before profi ts, including in 
such areas as the arts, culture, and 
recreational sport.

FUNDING THE 
RECOVERY

It won’t be long before the gov-
ernment cries poor, pointing to a 
gaping hole in its budget, and seek-
ing to impose austerity measures. 
After all, it will have spent billions 
on its stimulus packages and its 
income from personal and corpo-
rate income tax will have suff ered 
considerably.

A government which puts 
people before profi ts could fi nance 
the above program with the 

following additional sources of 
annual income and savings:
• Halve the $40 billion a year 

spent on military to fi ght US 
wars – $20 billion;

• Abolish fossil fuel and 
other subsidies to mining 
corporations – $25 billion;

• Abolish negative gearing – 
around $5 billion;

• Abolish the capital gains tax 
exemption for the family home 
– $40 billion;

• Abolish capital gains tax 
discount – $6 billion;

• Phase-out private health 
insurance rebate – $6 billion;

• Reverse income tax cuts for 
highest earners – $4 billion;

• End superannuation, trust and 
other tax rorts by the rich – 
$15 billion;

• Reverse corporate tax cuts – 
raise an extra $4.8 billion.

The total for such measures is 
well over $125 billion, and that is 
without including the recent tax 

cuts for the wealthy and impend-
ing corporate tax cuts. Add to 
that the possible billions of dol-
lars that could be collected with 
the introduction of measures that 
force the largest corporations like 
Apple, Google, Chevron and others 
to pay tax.

Redirected to socially desirable 
projects, these funds could go a 
long way towards fully funding a 
people-fi rst recovery and a better 
life. But we will have to fi ght for 
them as never before, with trade 
unions and the community united 
in the struggle.

Start now! Write to your MPs 
and Senators. Write letters to 
newspapers. Speak out on talk-back 
radio. Use social media to fi ght for 
a people-fi rst agenda.

We cannot wait until state and 
federal governments to cry poor 
and start their cuts. We MUST 
stop them. Act now! 

FIGHT FOR A PEOPLE-FIRST RECOVERY

Health Minister Roger Cook said people showing symptoms need to be tested.
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WHAT A MESS!
Eileen Whitehead

Let’s hope the inevitable saturation of 
news brought about by this latest glo-
bal pandemic does not allow everyone 
to forget the horrors just a few months 
ago of the appalling bushfi re crisis on 
the Eastern seaboard. Let’s also hope 
that the UN Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) 2018 report 
is not forgotten, because were we to 
ignore the problem of global warming 
at this crucial time, future deaths glo-
bally will far outnumber those wrought 
by COVID-19.

It is now apparent that these two mon-
sters appearing within a short space of 
time – like genies out of bottles – reveal 
our self-delusion that we have everything 
under our control. We have been humbled 
as human beings to realise that we are not 
gods. Hopefully, we understand that we have 
been deluding ourselves that we are the top 
dog in our universe, that only humans can 
improve the world and keep evolving due to 
our high intelligence and physical endeavours.

Perhaps this is a very good time to 
re-assess the truth of what humans are 
capable of. Since the industrial revolution 
and its concomitant rapid progress with 
manufacturing, and food production on a 
massive scale helped by the invention of 
railways linking areas of production with city 
populations, society rapidly benefi ted from 
capitalism – too busy and greedy to see the 
widespread destruction being done to the 
planet. Today many blame those capitalists 
for becoming rich, but many workers also 
benefi ted from the system, which is prob-
ably the reason why, today, very few want 
to see the end of such a system. The ease 
of consumption has softened the majority 
to think that this is the only type of society 
we can have, whereas capitalism is just one 
of many ways society has organised itself 
over the centuries.

It’s time now to face facts and listen to 
some unpalatable truths about where capi-
talism has led us. In his paper, Deep Adap-
tation, Professor of Sustainability at the 
University of Cumbria, Jem Bendell, painted 
a bleak picture of the future unless we act 
immediately to reduce carbon emissions. His 
descriptions of trying to live with climate-
induced droughts, lack of water, diminished 
crops, depleted supermarket shelves, and no 
power were illustrated powerfully during the 
height of the bushfi res. Communities ringed 
with ferocious fi re storms; people uprooted 
and living in centres safe from the apoca-
lypse – although in many cases, suff ering 
from smoke inhalation and watching as fi ery 
debris rained down on them. Completely 
impotent against a raging Nature. Like the 
latest situation with COVID-19, suddenly 
our normal, comfortable daily lives were 
shattered: no longer knowing what normal 
life is anymore.

But have these apocalyptic experiences 
opened our eyes? Are we starting to per-
haps doubt that the capitalist system under 
which many of us were thriving is beginning 
to crumble? The British economist Lord 
Nicholas Stern described climate change 
as “the biggest market failure in history.” 
Yet we still hear our “leaders” telling us 
they can’t (or won’t) reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions if it means endangering jobs in 
the coal industry. Do they consider that the 
few jobs in one particular polluting sector 
are more important than reducing global 
warming which, if not dealt with, will destroy 
the planet and everyone else’s jobs in other 
industries? It would appear that common 
sense has been lost.

Some enlightenment has been gained 
thanks to COVID-19. It has forced us to stay 
home. The greenhouse gases usually produced 
by the emissions of carbon dioxide via the 
thousands of planes in the skies and the mil-
lions of cars racing around the earth, have 
fallen sharply. So far we’ve already halved this 
year’s addition to the atmosphere’s carbon 
dioxide concentration that aff ects climate 
change. This is such a sobering statistic that 
it is absolutely necessary to review the way 
the lives we lead aff ects the world we live in. 
It is essential that after the pandemic, we do 
not revert to that lifestyle.

This knowledge alone should be enough 
to make us re-think our own behaviour. 
Imagine the tremendous benefi ts if this 
reduction in travel were combined with a 
cessation of using fossil fuels for energy. 
Immediately, the planet would begin to 
recover – albeit slowly. 

But is there a connection to be made 
between the two most life-threatening 
problems facing humankind? Is climate 
change and the appearance of deadly viruses 
linked? In my lifetime, there has been Ebola 
outbreaks in 1976, 1995, 2000, 2002, 2004, 
2007, and 2012. Do you remember the 
Hendra Virus in 1994? It was transmitted 
from bats to horses to humans, but not from 
human to human. In 2002/3 we had the SARS 
virus since traced through the intermediary 
of civets to cave-dwelling horseshoe bats in 
the Yunnan province of China. COVID-19, the 
latest, has killed nearly three times as many 
people in eight weeks as SARS did in eight 
months. It is proving more contagious and 
has infected more than one million people. 
Another coronavirus was MERS in 2012. 
They seem to be happening more frequently 
and becoming more contagious. 

What is causing this? Once again the 
mixing of wild animals in the Huanan 
Wholesale Seafood Market in Wuhan was 
the trigger on this occasion, but globally 
as well as in China, wild food is becoming 
increasingly formalised as an economic 
sector. Industrial agriculture is entering food 
production. Wild food operators in Asia are 
pushing further into forests, and increas-
ing the interface with, and spillover of, new 
pathogens, including COVID-19. Evolutionary 
biologist, Rob Wallace author of Big Farms 
Make Big Flu targets the role of agribusiness 
in this crisis. He links this with the need to 
mend humanity’s broken relationship with 
ecosystems, putting the ball well and truly 
into the capitalists’ court. We can no longer 
treat nature like a production line.

Food production has to change radically. 
We have to support programmes that support 
agroecological production. What is agroecol-
ogy? It’s the study of ecological processes 
applied to agricultural production systems 
using new management approaches. It isn’t 
associated with any one particular method 
of farming but compared to the industrial 
approach to farming, it can be seen to be 
more an alternative agriculture.

Wallace sees the practice of highly capi-
talised production of food endangering the 
entire human race: in this instance helping 
to unleash this new, deadly pandemic. We 
need agroecological practices that protect the 
environment and our farmers, and we must 
fi nd a way to heal the ecological metabolism 
and remove economics as the sole motivator 
for everything we do.

We have a monumental challenge in 
our quest to restore the ecological balance. 
What is becoming increasingly clear is the 
damage being done to the environment and 

our health by continuing to pursue monetary 
gain at the expense of the planet. The future 
being created under the present capitalist 
system will see environmental constraints 
reducing the quality of life and introduc-
ing extremist perspectives, i.e. survival of 
the fi ttest, which will replace liberal values. 
Let’s imagine what social collapse might 
mean to ordinary folk. Bendell explains his 
idea of deep adaptation as being the three 
Rs – Resilience, Relinquishment and Res-
toration. He says “Resilience asks us ‘how 
do we keep what we really want to keep?’ 
Relinquishment asks us ‘what do we need 
to let go of in order to not make matters 
worse?’ Restoration asks us ‘what can we 
bring back to help us with the coming dif-
fi culties and tragedies?’ ”

Bendell doesn’t get involved in politics 
other than to say that “the West’s response 
to environmental issues has been restricted 
by the dominance of neoliberal economics 
since the 1970s.” He doesn’t comment on 
duplicitous governments spreading lies to 
keep us in the dark. He doesn’t mention 
their corruption by the massive donations 
of fossil fuel companies and other magnates. 
He doesn’t need to. 

We need support in our quest for a more 
sustainable way of life. We are “Resilient.” 
The consensus is that people do not want 
to keep the polluting industries – we want 
to “Relinquish” them, but those in charge 
drag their feet. To begin the “Restoration” 
the current reduction in CO2 will depend on 
how the people decide to reconstruct soci-
ety because if this isn’t done soon, we face 
more apocalyptic catastrophes and the anger 
that simmered after the appalling summer 
of 2019/2020, will seem mild compared to 
the coming rage. 

Wallace sees the practice of 
highly capitalised production of food 
endangering the entire human race.
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The CPA’s selfi e campaign had both 
members and friends of the party 
standing in solidarity with Australia’s 
working-class. Holding placards, 
everyone involved wanted to tell the 
Morrison government that health, 
workers’ rights, and socialism is 
what the people want!
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Last Friday was May Day when many of 
Australia’s working class joined online 
celebrations and car cavalcades to not 
only celebrate the tremendous history 
of trade unions to secure better working 
conditions but to continue fi ghting against 
our government’s attempt to impose 
reactionary rules on our trade unions.
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The legislation of the NSW Labor Gov-
ernment providing for absolute pref-
erence for unionists is meeting with 
bitter opposition from the Liberal-
Country Party leaders, the capitalist 
press and the employers.

These enemies of trade unionism 
denounce the legislation as a violation of 
human rights and of the freedom of the 
trade unions.

[Liberal Opposition Leader] Mr Treatt 
says the legislation is a violation of “the 
basic human right to work”, but did not tell 
us when or where the capitalists had ever 
conceded to the workers the “right to work.”

Everyone knows the Menzies Govern-
ment and the employers want a “pool of 
unemployed” in order to strengthen their 
attacks on the trade union movement and 
the conditions of the workers.

One of the gems of Treatt’s speech was 
his concern at “Government interference” 
in union aff airs.

“Government interference and control 
in union aff airs which this Bill is starting”, 
said Treatt, “is only the beginning of the 
road to disaster for free and independent 
unionism.”

After that warning, Mr Treatt should 
tell the Menzies Government, and also the 
Cahill Government, to repeal all the legisla-
tion, that is, all the compulsory laws, lim-
iting the activities of the trade unions. He 
should especially denounce the legislation 
under which the Menzies Government, in 
collaboration with the Industrial Groups, 
compels unions to hand their ballots over 
to the control of the Government.

It is quite clear that the opposition of 
the boss class to compulsory unionism has 
its basis in their hatred of trade unionism, 
their fear of the working class. 

STRIKE-BREAKERS 
We agree with the Labor Minister, Mr 

Landa, that they are the spiritual descend-
ants of those who deported the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs for organising a trade union and who 
did everything in their power to prevent the 
growth of trade Unionism.

These loud-mouthed advocates of “free-
dom” do not want strong, free and inde-
pendent unions. Their brand of “freedom” 
is freedom for non-unionists, freedom for 
strike breakers. They want to be “free” to 
disrupt and destroy the unions.

At the same time the question must be 
asked: is compulsory unionism in the best 
interests of the working class?

The Communist Party believes that every 
worker should be a member of a trade union. 
We agree entirely with those Labor Party 
members who point out that the non-unionist 
gets the benefi t of all the conditions won by 
the trade unions but contributes nothing in 
the form of cash support.

Does this mean, however, that the trade 
unions should turn to the capitalist State, 
which has always been used against them, 
to build the unions?

Should the boss class, the mortal enemies 
of trade unionism, be called upon to force 
reluctant employees into unions?

POOR OUTLOOK
If the trade unions are to depend upon 

this form of compulsion, as provided for in 
the Labor Government’s legislation, then 
the outlook is poor indeed. Such compulsion 
will not make for strong and independent 
Unions. It will weaken the trade unions and 
make them more and more dependent on 
the capitalist State.

There are a number of industries – 
mining, maritime, metal, building, railways, 
etc. – in which all, or nearly all, the workers 
are organised in the trade unions. The work-
ers do not need the intervention of either the 
State or the employers. Indeed they would 
oppose such interference. Any worker who 
resists joining a union after the reasons are 
explained to him is compelled by the rank 
and fi le of the union to join or leave the job. 

In these industries the trade unions are 
strong because the workers are convinced 
trade unionists.

The unions most anxious for compulsory 
unionism are the right-wing controlled Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union (AWU), Clerks and 
Shop Assistants’ Unions. 

COLLABORATION
The officials of these organisations 

are not concerned with arousing Union 
consciousness or the building of fi ghting 
unions. They collaborate with the boss 
and want the union members to be passive 
instead of active.

With compulsory unionism the work of 
collecting union dues will be simplifi ed for 
them, as the employer will be expected, by 
law, to see that his employees are fi nancial 
unionists. With the union’s fi nances assured, 
there will be less need than ever for the 
right-wing offi  cials to contact and consult 
with their rank and fi le.

Compulsory unionism, therefore, will 
result in a more powerful and entrenched 
bureaucracy in these unions and less democ-
racy for the rank and fi le.

Compulsory unionism increases the inter-
ference of the capitalist State in the internal 

aff airs of the unions. Already there are the 
powers enabling the Government to take 
control of union ballots, to enforce awards 
unsatisfactory to the workers, to suppress 
strikes, to impose heavy penalties on unions 
and to jail union offi  cials and members who 
defend the interests of the workers against 
attacks on living standards and so on.

MANY DANGERS
It is time the trade unions took up the 

fi ght against Government interference instead 
of seeking to extend it.

Compulsory unionism has many dangers 
for the working class and should be rejected.

The trade unions can be soundly built 
only in the struggle against capital. Member-
ship of the Unions should be on a voluntary 
basis and the control of union aff airs should 
be centred on the rank and fi le.
This article appeared in Tribune
November, 1953. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

DIXON ON 
COMPULSORY UNIONISM

Last Friday was May Day, an important day where we celebrate the hard fi ght our 
trade unionist forefathers fought for the rights of Australia's working class. While as 
communists we believe that involvement in our trade unions is important to organising 
the working class, we also believe that the working class should join on their own 
volition. It is our duty to educate those who don't yet understand the meaning of 
solidarity, to try and awaken class-conscious. It is only in this way that we will have a 
strong, militant working-class ready to fi ght at all times. It is on these principles that the 
two theory articles in our theory and history section stand, at a time when compulsory 
trade union membership was on the table.

An equally important day is the defeat of fascism in Europe, 7th May 1945. Our paper at 
the time and since has covered and revisited the remarkable and brave efforts of the Red 
Army who, without their help, the defeat of fascism may have never occurred. However, 
our party also noted the efforts of many young, brave Australian soldiers who helped defeat 
European fascism. One such event was the Siege of Tobruk, which is recounted here.

Noel Counihan’s Farmer – Worker Unity, 1940.

The Communist Party has 
always fought for 100 per cent 
unionism – but compulsion on 
workers to join a union must 
be imposed by the worked 
themselves, and not by order 
of the State machine.

This is the form of “compul-
sory unionism,” for example, that 
operates on the waterfront.

Through their own militant 
and industrial strength the 
wharfi es brought every waterside 
worker to the union. They were 
then able to win government 
recognition of this in legal 
statutes.

In a similar way, miners, 
seamen and metal industry 

workers achieved 100 per cent 
unionism.

They continue to guard this 
safeguard by vigilance and work-
ing class action.

The proposals now being 
discussed for legislation by 
the State Labor government, 
however, have many dangers.

Queensland is an example of 
how this operates.

State imposed compulsory 
unionism there has strengthened 
bureaucracy in the Australian 
Workers’ Union (AWU). It 
has swollen the membership 
of that organisation, which 
now controls the ALP and the 
government, and has made the 

AWU leadership an obstacle to 
the working class.

BOSS GETS DUES
Dues are usually collected by 

arrangement with the boss, and 
little opportunity is provided for the 
membership to express democrati-
cally their views on union policy.

By relying on the State to 
impose unionism; workers would 
endanger seriously their own 
independent control of their 
organisations.

The State is not impartial. It 
is an instrument of the capitalists, 
by which they control the country 
and ensure the exploitation of the 
workers.

Direct monopoly control in 
the State machine becomes more 
evident every day. Recent deci-
sion by the Coal Industry Tribu-
nal, interference by the Court in 
union ballots, outlawing of strikes 
in the same legislation – these 
are just some examples of how 
the State is used by employers to 
attack the working class.

To rely on the State to force 
members into unions, would 
obviously make easier the bosses’ 
attempts to extend such Govern-
ment interference. 

Government legislation for 
compulsory unionism is eagerly 
sought by union leaders who rely 
entirely on the Arbitration Court.

But workers cannot rely on 
the Arbitration Court. Particularly 
today, when monopolies are striv-
ing to impose their war policy and 
when economic crisis is looming, 
they must fi ght for every wage 
gain or improved condition.

Part of that struggle must be 
directed to winning all workers 
taw their respective unions. Every 
worker who shares in the benefi ts 
won by trades unionists should 
himself be a unionist.

To ensure this is a job for the 
workers themselves, and should 
never be entrusted to a capitalist 
State machine.
This article appeared in Tribune
July, 1953. 

COMPULSION WON’T BUILD TRADE UNIONS
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Australians will ever be proud that 
our famous Ninth Division played a 
major part in Field-Marshal Mont-
gomery’s fi rst step on the march 
which ended on the River Elbe, 
Germany, with the capitulation of 
2,500,000 fascist troops.

On July 10, 1942, the Ninth Division 
of the AIF joined in attack at El Alamein 
(Egypt) with Monty’s Eighth Army.

It was the turning point of the war in 
Africa, just as Stalingrad was for eastern 
front.

Monty’s Eighth went on to drive 
Rommel out of Africa and followed his 
troops into Italy.

Monty transferred to the Command of 
the British forces which opened the Second 
Front just two years after Alamein.

In that memorable battle the Ninth 
division faced the main mass of Rommel’s 
Panzer Corps.

The British offi  cial report on the battle 
stated: “The Ninth Australian division 
put up a magnifi cent eff ort. They fought 
themselves and the enemy to a standstill, 
till fl esh, and blood could stand no more. 
Then they went on fi ghting.”

At the parade of the Division at Gaza on 
December 22, 1942, General Alexander said:

“The battle of El Alamein will make 
history and you are in the proud 
position of having taken a major part in 
that great victory.

“Your reputation as fi ghters has always 
been famous, but I do not believe that 
you have ever fought with greater 
bravery or distinction than you did 
during that battle, when you broke 
the German and Italian Armies in the 
Western Desert.”

In February the Ninth Division returned 
to Australia, to carry on the same fi ght but 
in a diff erent sector of the war – a fi ght that 
still goes on today as our men face the enemy 
in Borneo, New Guinea and Bougainville.

BARDIA VICTORY
But the Ninth Divvy boys were not the 

only Australians to take part in the fi ghting 
against the Germans and Italian fascists.

When the Second AIF fi rst went into 
action at Bardia a few days before Christmas, 
1940, the Diggers marched into battle gladly, 
knowing that they were fi ghting fascism.

Advance guards of the Sixth Division 
had been in the Middle East since Janu-
ary, 1940, but Bardia was the fi rst action, 
with Sixth Division units fi ghting alongside 
British Tommies.

Bardia, considered impregnable by Mus-
solini and his generals, fell in a few days. 
The Diggers had gloriously raised once more 
the fl ag that had won the admiration of the 
world on the rugged slopes of Gallipoli.

THE RATS OF TOBRUK
From Bardia the Australians and Tom-

mies moved on to Tobruk, which fell in a few 
days. The 16th  brigade stayed in Tobruk, 
with some seventh Division engineers. The 

advance across the desert continued for 
miles. The Ninth Division now fed the Sixth 
in Cyrenaica, the Sixth going to Greece.

Short of vehicles and weapons, the ninth 
were forced back, and then came epic siege 
of Tobruk. When the Italians failed to break 
through our defences, the Germans tried 
with tanks, fl ame-throwers, machine-guns,

But the Diggers, contemptuously 
referred to as “Rats of Tobruk” by Lord 
Haw-Haw, changed the name into a title 
of glory.

GREECE AND CRETE
Sixth Division landed in Greece in begin-

ning of April, 1941. The Germans invaded 
Greece on April 6, with overwhelming 
ground and air superiority.

The Australians, fi ghting without suf-
fi cient equipment or reserves, under fi re 
of their fl anks, ceaselessly strafed from the 
air, were forced to withdraw and fi nally 
evacuate [from] April 24.

Many men had been killed, wounded, 
and left behind, and much equipment lost.

From Greece the Australians went to 
Crete, again to fi nd themselves short of 
equipment. The Germans attacked with 
dive-bombers, paratroops, [among others].

Although short of food and water, Aus-
tralians and New Zealanders (including 
Maoris) fought a successful counter-attack 
near Canea.

But it was a hopeless a fi ght, without 
proper ammunition, equipment, food, 
water, rest. It was not possible to evacu-
ate all our men.

In Greece and Crete, our men had won 
glory in defeat.

The Axis had many advantages in Syria, 
where Vinchy leaders had taken control of 
all key positions, with [...] German “techni-
cians” who were infi ltrating into the country.

The Seventh Division, however, carried 
through its campaign successfully in fi ve 
weeks, marching alongside Indians, British 
and Fighting French of [Brigadier general] 
Gaulle, and suff ering 1600 casualties.

The came the story of El Alamein.

RAAF MEN FAMOUS
An outstanding feature of the war has 

been the magnifi cent contribution of Aus-
tralian airmen to the European battles as 
well as to the confl icts nearer home. Our 
RAAF men have become famous and popu-
lar in every corner of the world.

Although increasing numbers of RAAF 
personnel are returning to Australia to 
take part in the mounting off ensive against 
Japan, there are still [thousands of] RAAF 
air crew in the British theatre.

Of these, nearly 2000 are in Australian 
squadrons. Since their formation, RAAF 
squadrons in the United Kingdom have 
fl own [countless] miles, and dropped 52,000 
on Nazi-occupied territories.

Enemy trains, transformed stations, 
motor transports, and tanks have been 
destroyed by Australian Spitfi res and Mos-
quito squadrons over France and Germany.

The fi rst air squadron from a British 
Dominion to go into action against the Axis 

came from Australia. It was the now famous 
No. 10 Squadron of the RAAF.

Of three RAAF Spitfi re squadrons in the 
United Kingdom, the best known was at 
one time led by the late Wing-Commander 
“Paddy” Finucane. The late Squadron-Lead-
er “Bluey” Truscott was another member 
of this squadron, which shot down sixty-
two enemy aircraft in eight months, and 
was the top-scoring squadron in Fighter 
Command for three months.

Development of the RAAF to forty times 
its pre-war strength has cost the Common-
wealth Government over £350,000,000.

Apart from operations over Europe and 
the Middle East, the RAAF has played an 
important part in the war against Japan 
both in the Pacifi c and in India and Burma. 
And it will continue to do so.

NAVY IN ALL SEAS
When Australia entered the war in 

September, 1939, she had fi fteen com-
missioned ships in her Navy. Today, 
the fi ghting tonnage of the RAN is more 
than 600 per cent greater, and her naval 
exploits have contributed to victory in all 
war theatres.

In the Mediterranean and the Atlantic 
Australian naval men have helped to man 
almost every type of ship in the British 
Navy. Over 200 of them took part in the 
invasion of Europe.

For 12 months HMAS Sydney fought 
up and down the Mediterranean, among 
her victims being the crack Italian cruiser 
Bartolomeo Colleoni.

At Tobruk, during the world-famous 
siege, fi ve Australian destroyers and one 
sloop played a vital part in maintaining the 
famous Tobruk ferry service, one destroyer 
and the sloop being lost.
This article appeared in Tribune 
May, 1945. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

AUSTRALIA PLAYED BIG PART 
IN DEFEAT OF NAZISM

AN OUTSTANDING FEATURE OF 
THE WAR HAS BEEN THE MAGNIFICENT 

CONTRIBUTION OF AUSTRALIAN AIRMEN TO 
THE EUROPEAN BATTLES AS WELL AS TO 

THE CONFLICTS NEARER HOME. OUR RAAF 
MEN HAVE BECOME FAMOUS AND POPULAR 

IN EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD.
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Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CHANGE

Dear Editor,
Thank you for your continued, excel-
lent reporting on the vital issues. With 
the drastic life changes we’ve had 
lately these are strange days indeed. 
I don’t think things will ever be the 
same again; a new sort of normal has 
come into being in the world.

Unfortunately, I’ve been expecting and 
fearing that eventually the climate crisis and 
our damage to the Earth’s ecosystems, the 
wildlife trade (and markets), factory farm-
ing, and other things would catch up with 
us. Scientists, environmentalist, and activists 
have been warning us about our destructive 
lifestyles and appalling over-exploitation of 
the Earth’s resources for a long time. We’ve 
had so many warning signs with the increas-
ingly dire natural disasters and viruses we 
have had happen the past decade.

But let’s hope some good comes from 
this terrible experience, and we can begin 
to heal the Earth, treat other people, ani-
mals, and other life forms diff erently and 
see the necessary changes that can make the 
world a much better place for all. But maybe 
that’s wishful thinking and when the present 
catastrophe is over people will just go back 
to our bad ways, ignoring the reality, not 
listening to or watching what’s happening 
and just go on partying, consuming, using 
and abusing until the next pandemic, more 
extreme weather events or other calamity 
hits us. That will lead us towards a very sad 
and disastrous fate. The Earth may well in 
time recover, but we might not.

It will be a long haul to get through it 
we will need to be very supportive of each 
other, be more understanding, compassion-
ate, and caring. And it will test our patience, 
endurance and tenacity. But we humans 
sometimes neglect what needs to be done 
until it’s almost too late and the crisis bears 
down on us, and it cannot be avoided or 
ignored any longer. And then we will have 
to come together and work relentlessly on 
solutions to the challenges we face. If we are 
wise enough, we will change direction in time 
and transform our communities, society and 
leave our world in improved health for our 
children, grandchildren, and the rest of life 
on the planet.

Steven Katsineris
Hurstbridge, Victoria

Something to say?
Write to 

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

Seamus Carey

Last month, Central Jakarta District 
Court convicted six Papuan activists of 
treason for holding a peaceful protest 
outside the Indonesian Presidential 
Palace in August of last year.

The protest, organised by the Indone-
sian People’s Front for West Papua, was 
in response to armed raids by Indonesian 
police on the dormitories of Papuan stu-
dents. The activists consider the raids to 
have been made without any legitimate 
justifi cation, and that they were instead a 
racially motivated attack.

The six activists convicted – Surya Anta, 
Arina Elopere, Charles Kossay, Deno Tabuni, 
Isay Wenda and Ambrosius Mulait – have 
been held in prison since the August protest. 
Some of the actions considered treasonous 
by the court were waving the West Papuan 
independence fl ag, singing pro-independence 
songs, and making speeches calling for a 
referendum on independence.

The sentences handed to each of the activ-
ists were eight or nine months’ imprisonment; 
this includes time already served during the 
trial, which means they are expected to be 
released within a few weeks. This strange 
juxtaposition of what is typically considered 
a highly serious charge (treason) and a seem-
ingly mild punishment, gives the impression 
that the trial has been politically motivated, 
opportunistically balancing a justifi cation of 
the police’s actions against the activists and 
the Indonesian government’s harsh opposi-
tion towards the West Papuan independ-
ence movement with a cautious attitude to 
growing unrest against the government’s 
oppression, exploitation and genocide in its 
Papuan colonies, both amongst the Papuan 
peoples and the Indonesian left.

Indonesia declared independence from 
Dutch colonial rule in 1945, which would 
be formally acknowledged by the Dutch 
government in 1949. The Dutch, however, 
continued to occupy West Papua for another 
thirteen years.

During that period, the left around the 
world campaigned for Dutch occupation to 
end and generally promoted Indonesia’s 
claim to the territory. The reason was that, 
at the time, the other half of the island of 
Papua was occupied by Australia as a terri-
tory. Many believed that if West Papua – with 
its small population, limited economic and 
political infrastructure, but immense natural 
resources – became independent, it would 

be forced into an exploitative relationship 
with Australia or other powers (similar to 
what we have seen with Timor-Leste), and 
perhaps even be annexed by Australia. 

An assumption was also made by many 
that the Sukarno government of Indonesia, 
which had many progressive characteristics 
and had good relationships with the Soviet 
Union and People’s Republic of China includ-
ing adopting some Soviet-inspired policies, 
would also adopt a Soviet-inspired progres-
sive minority nationalities policy, and allow 
the peoples of West Papua self-governance 
and freedom of cultural expression. This hope 
would, tragically, never manifest.

The United States, hoping to pull Indone-
sia away from its leaning towards the Soviet 
camp, aimed to win Indonesian favour by 
pressuring the Dutch government to relin-
quish its claim to the territory. In 1962 a 
deal was signed between the Netherlands 
and Indonesia, on the basis of a temporary 
period of Indonesian administration followed 
by a plebiscite of the West Papuan people, to 

be held in 1969, on the question of whether 
to remain part of Indonesia.

From 1965-66, the Indonesian military, 
led by the extreme anti-communist Suharto, 
conducted mass killings of communists 
(real and claimed) throughout Indonesia. 
At least half a million and possibly over a 
million people were killed, with the support 
and assistance of Western governments 
including the US and Australia. In 1967 
Suharto formally removed Sukarno from 
the presidency and imposed himself as 
president, beginning a three-decade dic-
tatorship, which Suharto himself dubbed 
the “New Order.”

Thus when 1969 arrived, there was 
little hope for the planned plebiscite to be 
conducted fairly. The military government 
selected from the population of over 800,000 
Papuans just over a thousand people to 
gather, surrounded by armed soldiers, to vote 
on the question of independence by a show 
of hands. Many that were present later said 
that they had been threatened with violent 

reprisals against their families should they 
not vote against independence. The Indone-
sian authorities reported a 100 per cent vote 
against independence, and labelled this sham 
plebiscite the “Act of Free Choice.” Shock-
ingly, the UN hastily moved to recognise 
the vote as legitimate and permanent. The 
Indonesian government has since refused to 
hold another vote, and activists calling for a 
new plebiscite have been routinely harassed 
by police, fi ned, and imprisoned.

Since then, the Indonesian occupation 
has brutally repressed the West Papuan 
people and robbed their land. As many as 
half a million killings have been attributed 
to the Indonesian military occupation, and 
many more have been subjected to torture 
and rape.

The CPA calls for the Australian govern-
ment to support the right of West Papuans 
to self-determination, the release of all 
political prisoners and for the Indonesian 
military to withdraw. There must be a new 
referendum! 

FREE WEST PAPUA!
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With the tightening of the US block-
ade of Cuba and the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on key sectors of 
the economy, boosting food produc-
tion is essential.

Within the current context marked by the 
tightening of the US blockade against Cuba 
and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on key sectors of the national economy, 
boosting food production is essential.

Presently, Cuba imports some 800,000 
tons of corn and spends US$550 million on 
animal feed, an unsustainable dependency 
which obliges us to focus on banishing the 
import mentality.

For these reasons, the Second Secretary of 
the Communist Party of Cuba Central Com-
mittee, José Ramón Machado Ventura, joined 
by Central Committee Secretariat member 
José Ramón Monteagudo Ruiz and Minister 
of Agriculture Gustavo Rodríguez Rollero, 
met with a reduced number of provincial and 
municipal leaders to review progress made 
on implementing food production strate-
gies that emerged from regional meetings 
held at the end of March in Holguín, Sancti 
Spíritus and Havana.

Regarding the province of Artemisa 
Machado Ventura reiterated the importance 
of preparing all arable land and using certi-
fi ed seeds. This province has several commit-
ments, including the production of charcoal, 
honey and tobacco, which may not be market-
able now given the international situation, 
but when demand reappears, income will 
be ensured, he noted.

Artemisa is planting corn, for use as 
animal feed and to boost milk production, 
which is currently not meeting projections.

In Mayabeque, Machado Ventura and 
Vice President Valdés Mesa stressed that 
the government has prioritised national 
solutions as central to the economy, and 
that agricultural production is key in all 
this work; insisting on the importance of 
exploiting to the maximum all material and 
fi nancial resources available to the sector, 
including fuel, fertilisers and foreign exchange 
allocated.

He reiterated that among established 
priorities for cultivation are rice, beans, 
corn and plantain, as well as production 
of eggs and pork, while calling for taking 
advantage of the spring season to plant 
short-cycle crops, an eff ort in which urban, 
suburban and family agriculture also play 
an important role.

Campesinos in Matanzas are sowing 
more than 24,000 hectares this spring as a 
concrete response to present needs – mainly 
short-cycle crops. Advantage is being taken 
of cleared land, now available with the potato 
harvest completed, an important contribu-
tion to saving fuel.

Machado Ventura emphasised that out-
dated habits must be overcome, especially 
the tendency to import needed supplies and 
sign contracts for only a portion of expected 
production.

Carlos Luis Naranjo Suárez, the Agricul-
ture Ministry’s provincial representative, in 

Matanzas stressed the importance of increas-
ing corn production, as well as improving 
yields for both beans and rice, as well as 
plantain and cassava.

Party Secretariat member José Ramón 
Monteagudo Ruiz praised work done in Cien-
fuegos to recover underutilised productive 
parcels of land and incorporate new ones, 
while urging that more land be granted in 
usufruct*. He stated that this process must be 
speeded up and the current strategy reviewed.

Some 5,000 new hectares under irriga-
tion have been incorporated to ensure the 
food supply, with productive areas reacti-
vated and others added. The Paso Bonito 
Cruces irrigation canal is now in full use; 
the Tablón factory has been revitalised to 
guarantee the supply of animal feed; and 
several agricultural projects are underway; 
while coff ee planting in lowlands and char-
coal production are advancing.

In Villa Clara, Machado Ventura called for 
intensifying the preparation of acreage and 
prioritising the planting of cassava, boniato 
and other crops to confront the pandemic, 
and create conditions to substitute imports.

He addressed the need to increase yields, 
which depends on the quality of seeds used 
and regular attention to plantings, with 
available supplies and equipment, which is 
no small feat, he noted.

“Agricultural development is a secure 
base because with it we can replace, if not 
100 per cent of food imports, at least a sig-
nifi cant portion,” José Ramón Machado 
Ventura stated in Sancti Spíritus.

The most challenging situation here is 
that faced by the Sur del Jíbaro Agro-indus-
trial Enterprise, which was obliged to reduce 

rice planting to 700 hectares as a result of 
the Zaza reservoir’s low water level, but is 
looking to take advantage of ground water 
from existing wells on its property, while 
continuing land preparation and diversifying 
livestock production, as well as other crops.

In Ciego de Ávila, Machado Ventura 
insisted that the contracting process must 
be conducted correctly, going directly to the 
productive base, visiting farmers and insist-
ing that every contribution is needed given 
the situation the country is facing.

The recently concluded potato harvest 
provided more than 19,500 tons to the 
population’s diet, in a campaign with lim-
ited availability of resources, fundamentally 
of phytosanitary products, which required 
a search for alternatives. Nonetheless, 
the province was able to send potatoes to 
Guantánamo, Granma, Las Tunas, Camagüey 
and Havana.

In Camagüey, where only 7.5 per cent of 
the arable area is irrigated, campesinos are 
obliged to prepare as much land as possible 
to take advantage of spring rains.

Dairy farmers here are under pressure 
since they are behind in scheduled deliver-
ies to the industry, a defi cit they hope to 
recover during the “peak” months of the 
current campaign.

“The country is making an unimaginable 
eff ort to save lives in this pandemic, and no 
resources are being spared. And I believe 
agriculture can make a signifi cant contribu-
tion, but we must solve the many problems 
that have held us back,” Machado Ventura 
stated referring to Las Tunas.

Here, he discussed the province’s plans 
for the spring campaign, with more than 

17,400 hectares being planted. He also 
took interest in the planting of corn, which 
is now planned for 3,900 hectares, a fi gure 
that participants in the meeting are looking 
to increase.

Machado Ventura insisted in Holguín 
that the mobilisation of personnel to the 
fi elds must be economically effi  cient, ensur-
ing that the necessary forces participate, 
those capable of giving crops the attention 
they need.

It was reported that, to launch the spring 
campaign, 10,177 hectares have been sown 
thus far, mainly grains and root vegetables.

The province was asked to increase rice 
production. Any contribution is important for 
the country, Minister of Agriculture Gustavo 
Rodriguez Rollero noted.

“We must achieve truly diversifi ed pro-
duction, promote the mentality of substitut-
ing imports and promoting exports in all 
cooperatives and basic production units, 
whether they focus on sugarcane, crops or 
livestock,” Machado Ventura stated regard-
ing the province of Granma.

Also analysed during the meeting here 
were rice and tobacco programs, as well 
as livestock indicators, areas in which the 
province makes an important contribution 
to state wholesalers.

Participants in this meeting agreed that 
exploiting all untapped potential and taking 
advantage of the eff ective experiences to 
reduce imports and promote exports is the 
best response farmers can off er to the US 
blockade and the new coronavirus.
* Usufruct is land given for use without rent or 
sale but it has to be worked on. 
Granma 
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The victory over Nazi-fascism in the 
Second World War is a major event 
in history, the memory of which must 
be preserved and defended in the face 
of repeated attempts at historical fal-
sifi cation aimed at making us forget 
the decisive role played by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, by the 
communists and by anti-fascists from 
around the world. 

Generated by capitalism, Nazi-fas-
cism was the most violent and terroristic 
manifestation of monopoly capital. It was 
responsible for the outbreak of this war of 
aggression and plunder that caused close to 
75 million deaths, of which approximately 
27 million were Soviet citizens, and for the 
immeasurable suffering and horror of the 
Nazi concentration camps. The peoples 
can also not forget dark pages, such as 
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki by the USA, without any military 
justification, which represented a display 
of power and of their world-wide hegem-
onistic ambitions. 

The Second World War (1939-1945) 
was the result of increasingly acute inter-
imperialist contradictions and, at the same 
time, of the intention to destroy the fi rst 
Socialist State, the USSR, which was namely 
expressed in the support and connivance of 
the United Kingdom, France and the United 
States with the rearmament and expansion-
ist ambition of Nazi Germany. 

In commemorating the 75th anniversary 
of the historic Victory on 9th May, 1945, the 
undersigned communist and workers’ parties, 
certain in the knowledge that they portray 
the feelings and aspirations of workers and 
peoples from all over the world: 
• Pay tribute to all those who gave their 

lives on the battlefi elds against the 
Nazi-fascist hordes and in particular 
to the heroism of the resistance 
movements and anti-fascist fi ghters 
and to the heroic Soviet people and Red 
Army, led by the Communist Party, 
whose contribution, written in heroic 
pages such as the battles of Moscow, 
Leningrad and Stalingrad, was decisive 
for the Victory over barbarism; 

• Consider that the Victory over Nazi 
Germany and its allies in the Anti-
Comintern Pact was achieved thanks to 
the decisive contribution of the USSR, 
to the class nature of the Soviet power 
with the participation of the masses of 
the people, to the leading role of the 
Communist Party, to the superiority 
which was displayed by the Socialist 
system. That victory is an enormous 
historical legacy of the revolutionary 
movement; 

• Value the outstanding advances in 
the social and national emancipation 
of the workers and peoples that the 
Victory and the resulting advancement 
of the forces of social progress and 

peace made possible, extending the 
sphere of socialism within the countries 
of Europe, Asia and Latin America, 
creating the conditions for the advance 
of the labour movement in capitalist 
countries, the sweeping development 
of the national liberation movement 
and the resulting liquidation of colonial 
empires;

• Denounce and condemn the campaigns 
that aim to belittle, distort and even 
deny, the role of the USSR and of the 
communists in the defeat of Nazi-
fascism and also to unjustly and falsely 
blame the Soviet Union for starting 
the Second World War, to expunge 
the responsibilities of big capital and 
the governments at its service in the 
promotion and rise of fascism and in 
unleashing the war, and whitewash and 
rehabilitate fascism, while destroying 
the monuments and memory of the 
liberating Soviet army, promoting 
anti-communism and criminalising 
communists and other anti-fascists; 

• Denounce and condemn the EU’s 
anti-communist resolutions and the 
slanderous historical falsifi cation which 
attempts to equate socialism with the 
fascist monster; 

• Warn that the most reactionary and 
aggressive sectors of imperialism are 
increasingly viewing fascism and war 
as a “way out” of the deepening crisis of 

the capitalist system, whose inhuman 
character becomes particularly obvious 
when, even in the face of the very 
serious epidemic outbreak of Covid-
19, imperialism, the USA, NATO, the 
EU and its allies capitalist powers, 
continue a criminal policy of blockades 
and aggressions against countries and 
peoples;

• Consider that the struggle for peace, 
social progress and socialism are 
inseparable; and make a commitment 
to seek a stronger common action of 
the working class, of the workers and 
peoples of the world, of the political 
forces engaged in blocking the path 
to fascism and in the struggle against 
imperialism, imperialist aggressions and 
a new war of tragic proportions.

The situation with which the workers 
and peoples of the world are confronted 
underlines the importance of strengthen-
ing the struggle against imperialism, for the 
sovereignty of the peoples and the independ-
ence of States, for the rights of the work-
ers and peoples, as leading forward to the 
revolutionary overcoming of the capitalist 
system, a system which breeds fascism, war, 
the injustices, dangers and contradictions 
of the present. As it was 75 years ago, it is 
today the struggle of the communists and 
all those facing capitalist exploitation and 
oppression that will open the way for the 
future for Humanity. 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE VICTORY OVER NAZI-FASCISM

IN THE NAME OF FREEDOM, 
PEACE AND TRUTH – 

AGAINST FASCISM AND WAR
Statement initiated by the Portuguese CP, signed by the CPA, among others


