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Who would have thought that a Coali-
tion government would provide free
childcare, double the unemployment
allowance, and offer wage subsidies to
employers hit by the economic crisis!
But that is what the Morrison govern-
ment has done!

But these are desperate times. It was
a matter of necessity to save the economy
and the face of capitalism. The economy was
facing collapse, unemployment rocketing
and businesses staving off bankruptcy, on
a scale not seen since the Great Depression.

As hundreds of thousands of workers
were being stood down or sacked in March,
the government resisted demands for a wage
subsidy.

It took considerable lobbying by the
Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU),
big and small business organisations, and
the charity sector to eventually move a very
reluctant government into action.

The wage subsidy — the JobKeeper
allowance — and free childcare were part
of a package of bills passed by both Houses
of Parliament on 8th April. The package
contains a number of temporary measures
that have the prime aim of keeping busi-
nesses afloat.

The JobKeeper allowance offers employ-
ers who are experiencing loss of business
due to the coronavirus $1,500 a fortnight
for each worker they retain on their books
— either in employment or stood down.
They are required by law to pass it on to
their employees.

The government estimates that the wage
subsidy program, known as JobKeeper, will
cost it $130 billion. The first payments, back-
dated to 3oth March, will not come through
until the first week of May, which will be too
late for many businesses and their employees.

DENIED
JOBKEEPER PAYMENT

“We're all in this together,” Prime Min-
ister Scott Morrison repeats time and time
again. But are we?

What about the 2.2 million workers who
will be left out, left high and dry without
an income? JobKeeper only applies to sole
traders, full- and part-time employees, and
casuals who have been with the same com-
pany for twelve months or more.

These restrictions deny several million
workers access to the payment. It shuts
out more than one million casual workers,
people on the disability support pension,
carers, those on temporary visas, interna-
tional students, and the arts and entertain-
ment sector. Women who spent part of the
year out caring for a family member are also
denied the payment.

The Workers’ Wee
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COVID-19:
RECALL PARLIAMENT

The arts and entertainment sector is
particularly hard hit as their employment
can be extremely precarious from gig to gig
or exhibition to exhibition.

The government just shrugs its shoul-
ders and says they can always apply for the
JobSeeker allowance (rebadged JobSearch
unemployment benefit). That means a long
bureaucratic struggle with a massively under-
staffed Centre Link.

JobSeeker which has been increased on
a temporary basis to $1,100 per fortnight is
$400 less than the $1,500 for JobKeeper.
The difference arises out of the neoliberal
myth of “deserving” and “undeserving.”

As Treasurer Josh Frydenberg likes to
remind us, workers losing their jobs because
of COVID-19 are unemployed “through no
fault of their own.” The unstated, but clearly
implied message is that others who are
unemployed are in that position because of
their behaviour. The “dole bludger” myth is
alive and well!

There is a freeze on 242,000 public serv-
ants’ wages for six months. This comes on
top of a number of years without an increase.
This at a time when prices are rocketing and
the economy needs a stimulatory increase
in spending.

Telling workers that they can apply to
access their superannuation and draw up to
$10,000 this financial year and the same next
financial year is no substitute for a govern-
ment wage subsidy. It might be their money,
but there could not be a worse time to draw
on savings with funds having taken a hit. For
young workers it means a long-term hit in
the value of their investments.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS -
FLEXIBILITY

There are provisions for temporary
amendments to the Fair Work Act in the
legislation passed on 8th April. These pro-
vide employers with a great deal of flex-
ibility around hours of work, performance
of duties, location of work, and employer
ability to stand down workers. They create
a dangerous precedent.

It also enables employers and employees
to make agreements for increased flexibility
around annual leave arrangements and days
and times of work. The Fair Work Commis-
sion (FWC) will be able to resolve disputes,
including by arbitration.

Under the JobKeeper scheme, workers
should be paid $1,500 per fortnight, or the
amount they would have received for the
work they have performed if that would be
greater.

JobKeeper keeps workers on an employ-
er’s books, whether they have been stood
down or remain in employment. It is too little
and the question of how the system might
be policed is unclear. Wage theft is already
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Parliament -
spaced out and

praying

an established way of doing business. Trade
unions will have their work cut out.

The bills also give the Treasurer a large
slush fund and the extraordinary power to
create payment schemes until Parliament
resumes in August.

OWN GOAL

There are more than half a million inter-
national students, who will not be eligible
for JobKeeper if they become unemployed.
They mostly work in retail, hospitality, res-
taurants, cafes, the gig economy, and other
precarious areas of the economy. Their visa
conditions already limit them to working
twenty hours per week.

There is not a cent for unemployed
international students who make up twenty-
six per cent of students and pay high fees.
Higher education has become a commodity
and is now Australia’s fourth largest export.
According to government figures, it contrib-
uted almost $38 billion to the economy in
2018-19 and supported 240,000 jobs.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison told
international students and temporary visa

holders they should “return to their home
countries” if they were not able to support
themselves here. They can’t — borders are
closed, flights cancelled.

That was after Education Minister Dan
Tehan told international students, “you are
our friends, our classmates, our colleagues
and members of our community.”

The attitude towards temporary visa
workers and international students has
racist undertones — the majority are from
China and India. It may well backfire when
it comes to the hoped for recovery!

RECALL PARLIAMENT

Parliament should be recalled immedi-
ately to expand the JobKeeper payment to
include all casuals, visa workers, local and
international students, people on disability
support pension and carers. The JobSeeker
payment should be increased to the same
amount as JobKeeper.

The JobKeeper payment should be
increased immediately to the level of a living
wage. No worker should be left behind! &

Communist Party of Australia Est.1920




2  Apil 20, 2020

Guardian

Issue 1911 April 20, 2020

AN OPPOSITION
TO WHAT?

Earlier this month, the Greens attempted to pass
some amendments to the Coronavirus Economic
Response Package. The amendments included personal
protection equipment to First Nations, an increase in
the disability support pension, the eviction ban to be
enshrined into law, among others. The amendments
also looked to the future, proposing a permanent in-
crease to Jobseeker, Youth allowance, AUSTUDY, and
ABSTUDY payments. The amendments were aimed at
society’s most vulnerable but were ultimately knocked
back when the ALP sided with the government to op-
pose them.

This is head-scratching. Why would the Australian
Labor Party, a party that boasts ties to the union move-
ment, not work to deliver to our country’s most needy?
Doubly head-scratching is that Anthony Albanese
stated that the economy should work “for the people
— not the other way around.” If that’s the case, then
how does this amendment not get the ALP’s support?

An answer may be found in Albanese’s own words:
“The scale of this expenditure that we’ll consider today
is without equal in our nation’s history. We are headed
for a $1 trillion debt [...]. [...] It is a bill that will saddle
a generation. With this comes a compelling need for
scrutiny and forensic oversight [...].”

Albanese isn’t wrong in his assessment but does
this warrant blocking the amendments by the Greens?
Is the cost of a national debt higher than the cost of
poverty of our nation’s working class? While this may
be a bill “that will saddle a generation,” the cost of
not supporting our most maligned is likely to seep
intergenerationally, as those who are hurt now may
never be able to get a “fair go.”

Ultimately, it seems that the ALP’s approach is
based on the fear that it may eventually be stuck with
the debt when election season rolls around. If this is
indeed the case, it seems that the ALP is more con-
cerned with how the mainstream media will portray
them than by the people they would help by support-
ing these amendments. There’s no reason to think
otherwise.

However, following in the wake of the govern-
ment’s measures has not provided the ALP with any
groundswell. Newspoll shows the LNP leading in every
category, particularly when it comes to preferred PM
(Morrison 53, Albanese 29).

By being in lockstep with the Coalition’s measures
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the ALP have not sepa-
rated themselves, attaching themselves to policy that
is arriving only when absolutely necessary, usually a
moment too late.

This leads us to ask: “How does the ALP provide
an alternative?” It was the ALP, the party of the trade
unions, that introduced the Accord; it was the ALP
that introduced mandatory detention; it was the ALP
under Rudd, after the apology speech, that removal
of indigenous children rose, not decreased. These
may be digressions, but they highlight the severe and
bourgeois nature of the ALP.

This crisis provides the ALP with the perfect op-
portunity to contrast itself against the Coalition.
However, instead of being aggressive, demanding more
for the working-class, the ALP is exhibiting the traits
of Khvostism (“tailism”). They are reactive, merely
responding to the spontaneous nature of the crisis
rather than leading it by being active.

The working class needs and deserves more. The
CPA campaigns for the interests and demands of the
working class, that no one is left behind, and that
injustice is exposed. It is time to break the two-party
system and elect a progressive, democratic government
of a new type.

Something to say?
Whrite to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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JOINT STATEMENT ON
THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE BIRTH OF
VLADIMIR ILYICH LENIN

The Communist Party of Aotearoa (NCPA)
and the Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
jointly commemorate the 150th anniversary
of the birth of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, leader
of the Great October Socialist Revolution and
founder of the first socialist state.

Lenin and the Bolshevik Party developed and
extended Marxism into the modern era against the
revisionism and social-chauvinism of the Second
International with new thought on imperialism, colo-
nialism, the state, dialectical materialism, socialist
revolution and construction.

Lenin’s contribution to Marxism and the advent
of the Great October Socialist Revolution brought
Marxism to the Asia-Pacific for the first time and
inspired progressive forces all over the Asia-Pacific
from Chinese youth to Vietnamese patriots, Austral-
ian workers and New Zealand miners to hold the red
banner of socialism high in their own struggles.

Despite the tragic disappearance of the Land of
Soviets nearly three decades ago, the theoretical legacy

of Lenin still guides the Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties of the Asia-Pacific region. Guided by Leninism and
analysis of the specific national conditions, our Par-
ties construct a better, socialist future for the working
people of our countries, and collectively, the region
as a whole and in both Australia and New Zealand.

At the beginning of the new decade facing both
new challenges and new opportunities, and during one
of the greatest public health challenges the world has
faced in living memory, it is important that we Com-
munist and Workers’ Parties of the Asia-Pacific region
take the time to commemorate the impact of Lenin
on both Marxism and the development of our region.

We stand for socialism in our respective countries
and the region.

Long Live Vladimir Ilyich Lenin!

Long Live Socialism!

Signatories:

Communist Party of Australia

New Communist Party of Aotearoa
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STATEMENT BY THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA
AND NEW COMMUNIST PARTY OF AOTEAROA

CAPITALISM AND THE
CORONAVIRUS DOWN UNDER

The workers of Aotearoa and Australia,
like those of other capitalist countries
around the world, are facing serious
health, social, and economic crises
being likened to the beginning of the
Great Depression. Certainly, COVID-
19 is like little else in living memory.

The Australian government greatly bun-
gled in its actions to contain the spread of the
virus, putting workers, especially port workers
and healthcare workers at great risk. Despite
early indications of the global spread of the
disease, proper protective equipment and
health checks were not made a priority for
our frontline workers. Testing is restricted
and inadequate and is not being extended
to all people presenting with symptoms.

The New Zealand government took more
decisive action at an earlier stage of the
spread of COVID-19 and has, at least at time
of writing, prevented a large-scale outbreak
and community transmission from occur-
ring. Yet issues still remain around supply
of proper protective equipment to essential
workers, both in hospitals and other essential
businesses such as supermarkets.

Civil and democratic rights have been
eroded in both countries, particularly around
freedom of movement and freedom of assem-
bly. These have a public health benefit, but we
must ensure COVID-19 response is not used
opportunistically to restrict the democratic
rights of the working class after the outbreak
subsides. This lockdown on freedoms also
gives the constabulary significant powers
of enforcement, and we have already seen
indigenous communities get further milita-
rised in the name of public health.

The suspension of Parliament in both
countries is a significant reduction of the
checks on government power and the ability
for workers to influence Government policy
through select committee submissions etc.
The NZ Parliament’s Epidemic Response
Committee meeting via Zoom, seemingly
unquestioned in bourgeois media, is an
unparalleled privatisation of civic function
which further subordinates government to
private companies.

The inefficiency of the market system and
of privatised institutions has been unmasked.
Businesses are being wound down and thou-
sands of workers are losing their jobs as
businesses close or wind down. Millions of
people employed as casual, body hire, gig or
contract labour have no leave entitlements if
they are sacked. Unbelievably, governments
seemed slow to anticipate the effect on work-
ers, particularly workers in precarious jobs.
Our two Communist Parties demand that all
workers including visa workers receive 100
per cent of their wages.

Private businesses, from airlines to hospi-
tals, are standing in line before governments
for bailouts. Many have been granted, and all
at a great cost to the countries’ economies.
Meanwhile, the protection of working people,
the real creators of wealth in society, has come
too little, too late, especially in Australia.

GOVERNMENTS
STILL RELYING ON
MARKET FORCES

The consensus across the board, includ-
ing capitalist economists, is now that of state
intervention to protect the system from the
looming disaster. However, it is clear that our
governments are beholden to the interests
of the monopoly corporations and finance
capital and are loath to in any way restrict
or move beyond the absolute dominance of
the market. The economic response rather
tries to supplement the clearly unfit-for-
purpose market dominance to ensure it does
not break down.

While the revolving door between our
capitalist governments and private corpora-
tions means bailouts are so easily granted,
the working class in the form of unions and
community organisations has had to rally
and work hard in order to get some relief,
albeit insufficient. Unions have been classi-
fied as an essential service in New Zealand
and it is clear to see why. Already over 2,000
cases of employment law breaches during
the COVID-19 pandemic have been logged
with the NZ Council of Trade Unions.

Despite what it may seem, these are not
new problems but old ones that have existed
since the rise of capitalism. The working-
class, who have always had precarious
employment and financial instability, are
the foundation of our economy. They have
always been neglected, living day-to-day,
with inadequate allowances that keep them
in perpetual poverty. Now a tsunami threat-
ens this unstable foundation, washing away
with it the house that stands on it.

The governments are still trying to prop
up private enterprises in the hope that money

will trickle down to everyone. Bailouts are
nothing but the transfer of working people’s
wealth to the coffers of the rich put in place
in order to prevent our proverbial house
from being washed away. The government
is attempting to act quickly, hoping to avoid
an impending economic collapse.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES
AND PROFIT MAKING

The work ethics of private hospitals are
dictated by the profit motive. In the current
pandemic, when the need is for more hospital
capacity, what an indictment it is on priva-
tised healthcare that they have threatened
to close business and lay-off hundreds of
healthcare workers.

The mortgage freezes are a welcome
move, as it also includes those in debt to
the banks for their own dwellings and not
just property investors, but the measures to
protect tenants fall short and the danger of
evictions and financial hardship is still very
real for too many. A mortgage freeze without
corresponding rent freezes is a blatant wealth
transfer measure from tenants to landlords.

In short, the crisis has laid bare the
inefficiency and troubling nature of essen-
tial services as a profit-extracting business
under capitalism.

NATIONALISE
ESSENTIAL SERVICES,
SUBSIDISE WORKERS

We call for the nationalisation of all
essential services including healthcare,
aged-care, child-care, airlines, banks and
supermarkets. The bailouts of companies
should not be wealth transfers from the
public purse to monopoly companies, but

rather give the state equity. Any attempts
to further privatise public services should
also immediately stop.

We call for a direct 100 per cent wage
equivalent ensuring that no worker, whether
casual, part-time, or a migrant worker, is
left behind. Neither workers’ hard-earned
superannuation nor other savings should
be used to ride over these times.

Benefit levels, including those for stu-
dents, should be raised to be the equivalent
of the living wage. It is important that we do
not discriminate between workers who were
unemployed before COVID-19 and those who
need assistance because of it.

Rent and mortgage freezes should be re-
drafted to better cover for the safety of the
people in very uncertain times. Not a single
member of society should face homelessness
and wealth transfer to landlords should
immediately cease.

We also call for the provision of a nation-
alised digital infrastructure, so that our
reliance on private companies for commu-
nication services is reduced, especially for
public education, the democratic process
and other key areas of society.

This system is unsustainable. A social-
ist system prioritises the working-class, not
profits. The working-class foundation and
purpose of socialist society is shown by the
significantly better response to COVID-19
in Cuba, China and Viet Nam.

It will not be the bosses that see our two
countries through this pandemic, but the
millions of workers supporting our class
through the troubled waters.

The working class must overcome!

International Department,
Communist Party Of Australia
Central Committee,

New Communist Party Of Aotearoa

In short, the crisis has laid bare the
inefficiency and troubling nature of
essential services as a profit-extracting
business under capitalism.
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BA Ford

On 9th April 2020, Coroner English’s
findings on the inquest into Tanya
Day’s death were streamed online.
Tanya Day died in December 2017 after
she had sustained a severe injury from
a fall while in police custody. She had
been arrested for public drunkenness
in Castlemaine after falling asleep on
a V/Line carriage travelling to Mel-
bourne. The inquest into her death
has historical significance as the first
coronal inquest into the effects of rac-
ism on an Aboriginal death in custo-
dy. This was only possible through the
tireless campaigning by Day’s family
who maintained that a criminal offence
had occurred, that racism led to Day’s
death, and that the police should not
be investigating crimes they commit.
Significant outcomes of the finding are:
A referral to the Director of Public
Persecutions to investigate whether
the indictable crime of negligent
manslaughter had occurred.

For recommendations from the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in

Australia

CORONER’S FINDINGS
ON THE INQUEST INTO
TANYA DAY’S DEATH

the abolition of the offence of public
drunkenness that led to Tanya Day’s
death.

For the Coroner’s Act be revised to give
more control over inquest investigations
to coroners, rather than have police
investigating themselves.

Racism did not influence police handling
of Day’s custody.

While it is good news that the officers in
charge of Day’s custody are to be investigated
for their crimes, it is disappointing, but not
surprising, that racism was not found to have
lead to Day’s death.

On the same day as Day’s arrest, another
woman was picked up by the cops in Cas-
tlemaine for being drunk. However, this
white woman was merely driven home. The
police’s defence for choosing to arrest Day,
when compared to driving another woman
home, was that Tanya Day did not have a
home to go to in Castlemaine since she was
travelling. However, the police are very aware
that there are safer places than a police cell
for someone who is intoxicated.

Tanya Day had a blood alcohol level of
0.33 percent when she was arrested, and

a police cell, but rather to a hospital. The
police officers did not complete the proper
risk assessments and did not assess Day’s
risk of falling. Day’s injury occurred within
less than an hour of her being in the cell and
went unnoticed by the officer on duty until
approximately three hours later. Rather than
performing the job correctly, the officer was
checking Day’s conditions only by briefly
looking through her cell window.

The cops’ excuses were that the Victorian
Police Manual is just a “guideline” and that
they would prefer to leave a drunk person
alone to “sleep it off,” rather than properly
supervising them, talking to them, etc. This
is a rubbish excuse as everyone knows that
heavily intoxicated people must always be
watched. The contradicting logic of the cops
is this: Tanya Day was too drunk to talk to or
supervise, but she was also not drunk enough
to be taken to the hospital or for the proper
risk assessments to be performed.

The coroner did admit that she found
racism to have influenced the decision of
the conductor on her V/Line carriage. This
is because it was the first time the conduc-
tor had ever chosen to call the police on a
sleeping passenger, even though he comes
across sleeping passengers three times a

Guardian

been avoided if the conductor had instead
called the ambulance. The actions of the
conductor are a reminder that it is unsafe
to call cops into the community and should
only be done as a last resort.

Interestingly, the conductor was found
to have been influenced by racism for call-
ing the cops, but not the cops who outright
did not perform their safety obligations or
exercise their duty of care for Day. The cops’
decision to throw her in a cell, rather than
take her to a hospital was clearly influenced
by her Aboriginality, especially when con-
trasted with the actions of Castlemaine police
on that same day in driving a drunk white
woman home. Perhaps the blaming racism
on the conductor was a diversion from the
police’s inherent, systemic racism.

Day’s family said that although they were
happy that the coroner found the conductor
was influenced by racism, they were “disap-
pointed” that the cops weren’t found to have
been “influenced by systemic racism.” They
maintained that Day would still be alive if she
were not Indigenous or if recommendations
from the Royal Commission in 1991 had been
implemented almost thirty years ago. In the
family’s statement they also acknowledge that
the findings mark the “beginning of justice

Custody 1991 be implemented, including

so she should never have been taken to

week. The situation, therefore, would have

for [their] mum.” &

STAGE THREE RESTRICTIONS
ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY

BA Ford

On 31st March, the Victori-
an government introduced
“Stage Three Restrictions” in
order to combat the spread of
COVID-19. The only difference
that stage three restrictions
make is that social distancing
is now enforceable by law. In
Victoria, there are only four
reasons you are permitted
to leave your house without
incurring a $1652 fine:
« shopping for what you need -
food and essential supplies
« medical, care, or
compassionate needs
« exercise in compliance with the
public gathering requirements
« work and study if you can’t
work or learn remotely
In order to comply with social
distancing and remain politically
active, unions and activists have
had to be creative in how to plan
protests. An example of this are the
1st May Movement’s car convoys
in Sydney that involve placarding
your car and driving with other
protestors. This does not break

social distancing. United Work-
ers Union (UWU) also organised
a “CARe” convoy for the #NoW-
orkerLeftBehind campaign on 9th
April for Brisbane and Melbourne.
Again, this protest did not break
social distancing.

Many expressed confusion
about whether they would be fined
$1652 if the cops caught them par-
ticipating in the convoy. On the
day, the UWU “CARe” convoy was
hassled by the cops. However, it did
not receive the level of policing as a
convoy protest the next day.

On 10th April, the Refugee
Action Collective (RAC) organised
a car convoy to demand the release
of refugees held in Mantra City
Hotel, Preston. Six days before the
convoy, after receiving threats from
Victorian Police, RAC released a
media statement that said they
would defy laws if necessary and
that the “cavalcade protest is safe,
detention centres are not”. One of
the organisers, Chris Breen, noted
that the “protest will be safer than
going shopping, safer than travel-
ling on public transport, safer than
non-essential work that continues,

and safer by an order of magnitude
than being stuck in a sealed corridor
in the Mantra”. Refugees at Mantra
have been brought to Australia
under the Medevac legislation,
but they remain in detention in
crowded spaces under the watch
of Serco security guards that have
broken social distancing.

On the day of action, Chris
Breen was arrested in his house
for inciting illegal political activ-
ity. He was held at Preston police
station for nine hours in which
the police constantly broke social
distancing rules, had his phone and
computers (even his son’s compu-
ter) seized, and his court date set
for 6th August. This charge was
not from current state emergency
laws, but from the anti-protest law
in the Crimes Act 1958 (Section
321G). At the protest, twenty-six
individuals were fined $1652 for
breaking stay at home rules, total-
ling almost $43,000.

In a Facebook post, Chris Breen
detailed what he had gone through.
He mentioned the “CARe” Convoy
and how although unions did not
experience the same repercussions

Lo vomen . B s P i

UNION CARE CONVOY

THURSDAY APRIL 9

GETTING DONATIONS FOR WORKERS
WHO HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND

as RAC, it sets a dangerous prec-
edent for the police to shut down
union activity when it is most vital.

Increased police powers do
not mean a safer environment.
We have seen anecdotes of polic-
ing solely targeting low-income
areas, workers, and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people.
The project covidpolicing.org.
au has been started by a group of
legal and human rights advocacy
organisations to gather reports on
how new police powers are being
used. The first weekly roundup
on Monday 13th April consisted
of twenty-eight reports, one from
Queensland, one from Tasmania,
one from South Australia, five from
New South Wales, and twenty from
Victoria. Most reports spoke about
feelings of fear and harassment of
being stalked and intimidated by
police. The number of reports are
too small to make any significant

generalisations, but the project
expects to gather more reports as
word spreads about more of their
activities.

An increase in surveillance
technology use and investments has
been observed across Australia. As
pointed out in The Workers’ Weekly
Guardian (“Editorial,” #1910), we
must be wary of the current crisis to
become a precedent for fascistic ten-
dencies as experienced after 9/11.

Refugee Action Collective are
calling for:

1. The charge against Chris

Breen to be dropped.

2. No infringement notices to be
issued.
3. Refugees and asylum-

seekers to be released into

community care.

4. Government approval of car
convoys and other safe forms
of political protest. &
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WORKERS WON’T PAY TO RESCUE
CAPITALISM: COVID DEBT
BELONGS TO THE MONOPOLIES!

Dorothy Costa

The COVID-19 pandemic has overtaken
our world, bringing with it catastroph-
ic health and economic implications
for the people of all nations. Sickness
and loss of life is a human tragedy of
monumental proportions. The fail-
ure of the world’s developed capital-
ist economies to urgently respond to
the spread of the virus and protect
their people has clearly exposed the
fatal contradiction at the heart of the
capitalist model. The rights of the few
to private profit are in stark conflict
with the rights of the many to safety
and health. Communists worldwide,
including in Australia, are standing
together with workers and all exploit-
ed people to demand governments pri-
oritise people’s needs before all else.

The COVID-19 health crisis has exposed
the vulnerability and the contradictions in
the capitalist economies that have for dec-
ades pushed the privatisation of all sectors
of the economy and shrunk government
responsibility for services to people.

The economic response in capitalist
countries to the pandemic has clearly shown
the interdependence of the private sector on
the taxpayer via government subsidies and
incentives and handouts. In the present crisis,
the private sector has again put its hand up
for even greater handouts as the threat of
collapse rears its head. The banks, the air-
lines (Virgin and Qantas), the private health
insurers, private childcare, and others are all
being propped up by public funds to keep
them in private hands. Instead, we should
be nationalising them, which would reduce
government debt and guarantee essential
services in the future.

The CPA stands with the Australian
working class who are suffering now, and
who will be disadvantaged in the future by
the pro-business COVID debt.

Conlflicted by their true class allegiance,
capitalist governments in Australia, the UK,
and the US common response is characterised
by confusion and delay which is evident in
the mixed messages, indecision, denial and
stuff-ups. The Australian government at the
federal and state levels has displayed reluc-
tance (to the point of criminal negligence),
to shut down business and schools; a fail-
ure to prepare for mass testing and to stock
adequate PPE supplies; a delay in stopping
travel into Australia — all of which resulted
in a spike of cases and community panic. In
Tasmania, they are asking where the testing
kits and the PPE are after a serious threat of
community spread emerged recently.

The early focus has not been on stopping
the pandemic and reducing the loss of life. It
has been on putting in place fiscal policies to
save the private sector, to save a crippled and
dysfunctional system incapable of looking
after people. The ideologically driven and
unheard-of business rescue packages have
placed the economic burden of saving the
capitalist economy on the working people
of Australia, now and into the future. The
$130 billion “JobKeeper” package will be
paid for by workers through a long-term debt
burden that is avoidable but not preferred
by capitalism. Tax avoided by monopoly
and transnational companies for years and
decades could be called in now to subsidise
wages. Instead, we are hearing that plans are
afoot to increase the GST to twenty per cent.

The crippling debt will not be paid back by
the monopolies or by big businesses. No guar-
antees are being demanded for businesses
to keep people employed on full wages when
the crisis is over. No levy is being flagged on
super-profits of the monopolies. Yet, almost
2 million casual workers will be forced onto
the JobSeeker Allowance (Newstart), and

-

-

Australian workers are preparing for fur-
ther insecure and part-time employment,
extended wage freezes, increase regressive
taxes (like the GST), and higher unemploy-
ment. Workers are encouraged to pay for
the crisis by drawing down on their super,
a long-term impoverishment strategy for
the already vulnerable. This is how “Team
Australia” will be positioning the working
class in the “recovery stage.”

Meanwhile, monopolies and finance
capital are repositioning themselves to
take advantage of the new opportunities to
profiteer by absorbing smaller competitors,
price gouging, and opportunistic speculation
in depressed markets including the share
market and parasitic finance sector.

NO ACCORD MARK II

The CPA, for many years, has exposed
the lie of social contracts and “Accord”
politics which deny classes exist in capital-
ist societies. They claim opportunistically
during the COVID-19 pandemic that there
are no classes and no conflicting interests.
There will be no support for another social
contract, this time called “Team Australia.”
There must be no support for placing the
burden of COVID-19 rescue package debt
onto the working people. The CPA will not
accept attempts to repay the COVID debt
through the impoverishment of workers and
other sectors and strata, including the rural
poor. Recovery policies that further lower
living standards and wages and/or impose
long-term austerity policies on the Austral-
ian working class and other exploited strata
are unacceptable.

No worker should be placed in the posi-
tion of choosing between their safety and
their livelihood, including health workers
and essential industry workers.

The CPA has called on the Australian gov-
ernment to nationalise the health system now
to ensure we have the capacity and resources
needed to fight the war on COVID-19. This
means no billion-dollar deals with private
hospitals to lease their resources and staff
to the public health system. Privatisation
of our health system has proceeded at the
expense of our public hospitals and Medicare
and doesn’t need to be paid $1.3 billion to
lease back hospitals and resources. We have
already paid for those resources.

In Australia, where until now the death
toll remains low, there has been a cynical
delay by governments in implementing

the necessary public health measures and
providing economic back up for workers.
Essential workers and teachers have been
on the front-line, underprepared and more
often unprotected. Everything has been
left on the shoulders of individuals when
a government response was necessary.
Their casual colleagues treated as second
class workers, dispensable both in and out
of crisis.

Gig economy and casual workers have
had little choice but to keep working despite
clear risks. This indecisiveness arose from
a primary commitment to keep businesses
open in the face of the rapidly emerging
health threat. The “Team Australia” rhetoric
rolled out alongside hundreds of billions of
dollars of pro-business fiscal rescue pack-
ages hoped to blunt any opposition to what
amounts to saving the system on the backs
of the workers.

NO MORE HANDOUTS
TO THE INSURANCE
INDUSTRY!

It is time to shut down the free ride being
given to private health insurance. The CPA
is asking: Why are the people still paying
private health insurance premiums during
the COVID-19 crisis when they are not able
to access elective surgery and ancillary health
services covered by this insurance?

At the same time, the Private Health
Insurance industry (PHII) is getting a second
“get out of jail free card.” The PHII receives
a thirty per cent government subsidy on
people’s health insurance premiums. The
PHII “rebate” redirects taxpayer’s dollars
into subsidising the unprofitable private
health insurance funds which in turn prop
up the private health system. This govern-
ment handout to the private health insurance
industry is a wasteful use of public funds for
the benefit of the owners of private hospitals
and profit-hungry medical professionals.

Now is the opportune time to direct
these funds back to the underfunded public
health system and re-build a strong public
health sector. In the next three to six months,
the Australian government plans to keep
paying the subsidy to the private funds at
an estimated cost of $5 billion just over that
period. The CPA is the only voice calling on
the Australian government to stop the unjust
subsidies to the PHI now.

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed the

predatory and aggressive nature of capital-
ism more clearly.

The CPA has pointed out that despite
this national crisis, $39.5 billion per annum
is going into a bloated and wasteful defence
budget. It continues to agitate and demand
this money be used for the COVID-19 emer-
gency. It is money needed to build up the
Australian people’s defences against COVID-
19. It is money better spent on strengthening
and building up the public health system and
our economic defences through publically
owned essential industries including, energy,
banking, utilities, and transport sectors. It
will also help to ensure the working people
are not left with capitalism’s debt.

Our governments must meet the needs of
the people. It can be no longer acceptable for
governments to siphon off the wealth created
by the working people and fill the pockets of a
privileged and parasitic few by impoverishing
the producers of that wealth. It is no longer
acceptable to build submarines instead of
ventilators or to waste billions of taxpayer’s
dollars to fight imaginary enemies when we
can’t even supply our front line health work-
ers with protective masks and PPE.

TODAY’S AGENDA IS
SOCIALISM

COVID-19 has made it abundantly
clear to a growing section of the Australian
people that socialism is not only a realistic
alternative but the necessary alternative to
capitalism. In the present crisis, they can
see more clearly how capitalism prioritises
the private sector and big business’ interests
over the working people and the majority of
Australians.

They understand that talk of “Team Aus-
tralia” is talk of maintaining a status quo,
where the workers are left on their own. At
the same time, the monopolies and govern-
ments are excused from responsibility for
the economic and health needs of society.
The working class must continue to recruit
support for a socialist change in society,
from all the exploited and oppressed sec-
tions of society, including the rural poor, the
unemployed, women and young people, the
dispossessed Indigenous people, and anti-
imperialist peace and environmental groups.
We must compete for and win political and
economic power to defend and extend the
interests of the vast majority of the Austral-
ian people. There is no other choice. @&
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HEALTH, WORKERS’
RIGHTS AND SOCIALISM

Guardian

The CPA CC Executive met on the weekend of the 4-5th of April and issued the
following statement, setting out demands to provide campaigning directions for the
Party under the current unique and unprecedented circumstances related to Covid-19.

The Covid-19 pandemic crisis displays
the failure of capitalism and its inade-
quate health systems even in the most
advanced countries. The Australian
government spends $100,000,000
a day on the military. It is time this
money is spent on the people.

The capitalist system has failed society
in preventing thousands of deaths world-
wide by allowing capital to act under the
market and operate as it sees fit in the name
of profit to the detriment of our community
and social health. The CPA recognises that
the only responsible solution is to replace
the current system with a socialist system
for the health, safety and economic well-
being of us all.

The class struggle and suppression and
exploitation of workers has intensified in
these crisis circumstances. The ruling class
is opportunistically using this health crisis
to break down the wages and conditions of
Australian workers while at the same time
setting the working class up to pay for their
capitalist rescue packages. The CPA will wage
the struggle with working class people con-
fronted by this capitalist call to arms. More
than ever people must now come together,
despite our momentary physical distancing,
and work together to fight against the ruling
class and their government’s plans to make
the working class pay for their crisis.

The CPA will continue fighting for work-
ing class people during this time of crisis and
campaigning for worker’s rights and safety.
The CPA doesn’t believe workers should be
asked to, or need to sacrifice their health
and safety for the communities’ health and
to maintain vital supply chains.

It is vital to keep the Party functioning
and to intensify our struggle now!

THE PARTY MUST
CAMPAIGN AND KEEP
THE PARTY FUNCTIONING

Branches must continue their meet-
ings continue online.

+ Regular branch activities and programs
of work must be maintained or
intensified.

 Higher Party Bodies will be available to
assist Party organisations to ramp up
their work and provide any technical
support.

« Party leadership bodies will continue to
meet online and will regularly distribute
information about comrades’ initiatives,
actions and campaigns.

ACTIVITY

What actions can we take and
develop new forms of action.

« The Sydney May 1 Movement had a car
cavalcade as an example of physical
distancing action.

 Online campaigns will become more
important — The Guardian and the
party social media sites must play a
leadership role in these actions.

« The creativity and initiative of comrades
will be vital to ensure the voice of the
CPA stands out in the online crowd.

« The online discipline of members is
vital, and members are expected to
maintain Party discipline at all times.

GUARDIAN AND WEBSITE

The Guardian is in Online Now

Due to Covid-19 the Guardian is only
being published online. This is only tempo-
rary as an actual physical paper is extremely
important to the Party and Guardian read-
ers. The CC Executive does not see this as
a backward step but rather as an oppor-
tunity to reach out to a whole new range
of people. Our challenge is to reach new
readers during the current less physically
social circumstances.

The Party and Our Members Must
Find New Ways to Expand the Guard-
ian presence online.

« Comrades should be reaching out to
new people and have all members use
the Guardian as a campaigning and
organising tool.

« Comrades should think about and
suggest new ways to get the Guardian
out or initiate new media outlets.

 Every Party member should actively
share the paper and individual articles
online through all our social media sites.

» The Guardian centre pages will
become the headline feature of
Party, highlighting our activity and
campaigning.

OUR WEBSITE

 The Party website will have a significant
update with an increased focus
on incorporating local, party and
community, activity and functional
campaigning.

» The website will become a major active
and vibrant source of the Party and
political information in adding to the
importance of the Guardian.

» The Guardian and the website will be
integrated tools in “Taking the Party to
the People”.

CAMPAIGN DEMANDS

CPA demands to protect workers’
safety and rights.

The CPA supports and is actively involved
in the struggles for workers’ rights and safety
on the job including the full involvement
of workers in implementing the strongest
possible measures to prevent the spread of
Covid-19.

These include the following rights in the
workplace:

« Covid-19 testing for all front-line
workers who are forced to work during
this crisis.

 Appropriate PPE including the

provision of high-quality face masks.

Physical distancing measures decided by

workers in workplaces.

« The best cleaning and hygiene measures
to be implemented. Effective cleanliness
and provision of cleaning materials
proven to deal with Covid-19.

« Payment for all Covid-19 related

absences.

Relaxation of all medical certification by

employers for personal leave.

» Workers need to be in control of safety

in the workplace.

Full rights for unions to represent

workers at all times.

That all actions by workers related to

Covid-19 related issues be considered

aright and that no employer warnings,

disciplinary sanctions or orders from

any government institution or court
should apply to any worker or union.
CPA Political and economic demands
to confront the crisis and achieve a real
change

In addition to social restrictions mass
testing must be increased.

Workers have a right to be paid 100
per cent of their wage if they are made
unemployed due to Covid-19.
Workers need to be paid for all Covid-19
related absences.

Include all workers in Australia in

any relief measures, health and social
security.

No reduction in social security benefits.
Increase public health facilities and
budget.

Workers must not pay for the crisis or
recovery.

Reverse all privatisations and public
ownership of all major industries:
Health and medicines

Education

Telecommunications

Resources & Mining

Finance and banks

Transport

+ Ships, Ports and wharves

+ Rail

+ Airlines

+ Public transportation

SO0
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The fo||owing are some thoughts ofa
doctor, presently delivering services and
watching the crisis unfold, about the
possible future scenarios for his patients,
the Australian peop|e, and the health
system as a whole.

Dr Con Costa

For the past twenty years or so, we have
witnessed the privatisation of public
hospitals and defunding of Medicare
— an inevitable result of the system’s
drive to maximise profits. But now,
with the arrival of COVID-19, the crimi-
nal consequences of these policies on
the people are becoming apparent. If
we didn’t already know it, it’s clear
now: the public system is the only one
that will look after everyone. It will
take a superhuman effort to provide
healthcare for all people at the risk of
the lives of health and ancillary staff.

It will take years to build back up the
public system: the staffing, the resources,
and the infrastructure — we have to start now.

The dismantling of our public healthcare
system is a result of our two-tier healthcare
system (public and private) where healthcare
workers find themselves left to face COVID-
19 in an under-resourced public system and
without sufficient protective equipment —
including masks and PPE.

Meanwhile, the shutdown private hospital
system has been shut down for elective sur-
gery but has been given an extra $1.3 billion
lease payment lifeline by health Minister
Hunt. The private insurance funds continue to
collect an annual $6 billion taxpayer subsidy,
despite all elective surgery, dental, and physio
being stopped. Meanwhile, cash-strapped
citizens are forced to pay health insurance
premiums for no benefit other than a windfall
profit for the insurance companies!

No selfless sacrifices here! We must
ask: why does the private system exist?
The answer: private profit.

At press conferences, the health minis-
ter praises the frontline healthcare workers
while at the same time not providing those
same workers with the protection and safe
workplaces they deserve and instead actively
repositioning the parasitic, private health
system.

CORONAVIRUS

COVID-19 is already changing the course
of history, and it may be with us for a very
long time. The highly infectious virus has
created a pandemic where there is no treat-
ment, where nobody has immunity, and that
has proved deadly or can result in permanent
scarring of the heart, lungs, liver, kidneys,
and even the nervous system.

COVID-19 threatens to overwhelm not
only the health system but also national
and global economies, raising the spectre
of depression and mass starvation. And it
did not come as a total surprise; warnings
were given on multiple occasions. So why
didn’t our government act? Why were we
left so unprepared?

The truth is our governments don’t want
to spend money on preparing for people’s
needs. Instead, they do everything to redirect
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COVID-19: THE VIRUS
AND OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

public money into the private sector while
cutting back on the public health system
and research, by the Commonwealth Scien-
tific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO). As a result, there is no resilience
left in the system, no preparation, no national
stockpiles.

As with the bushfire emergency, we seem
to be again left largely to our own devices,
with only buckets and hoses on the front lines.

COVID-19 - CAPITALISM’S
PERFECT STORM

More than just the catastrophic health
consequences, COVID-19 has created the
perfect storm for a government whose sole
purpose has been to redirect monies into the
private sector and maximise private profits
over the needs of the people. After years of
promoting the cult of the individual and
rampant overconsumption and winding
back government services, they have been
caught out. As a result, the system is in chaos.
As a result, systemic paralysis ensued with
the Ruby Princess disaster, leaving schools
open for too long without temperature
checks or screening, the allowing of planes
to keep coming in from the UK, Europe,
and the US without checks or screening or
quarantine, etc.

Even now, positive COVID-19 cases are
admitted directly into our major teaching
hospitals, thus putting large hospitals, and
their large workforce, at risk rather than being
isolated in special infectious diseases units.

The maths tells us a lot about how we will
fare. We know that eighty per cent of cases
will recover and may only experience at worst
a flu-like syndrome that keeps them home
in bed. Additionally: twenty-five per cent of
cases can be subclinical, i.e. no symptom;
twenty-five per cent can have a fever and
cough, maybe a headache or conjunctivitis;
twenty-five per cent will have flu-like symp-
toms that would keep you off work.

Around twenty per cent will have a severe
illness — including viral pneumonia — and
half of those will end up needing a ventilator,
and about half of those may die. In severe
cases, the lungs become wet and severely
irritable, and even a speck of dust causes
prolonged coughing. The distal tubules of
the lungs pour out fluid, viral pneumonia
follows, your lungs cannot get oxygen and
therefore can’t get rid of the carbon dioxide
that builds up in your blood.

There is no treatment. Coronavirus is
especially deadly for older people or those
with chronic conditions, including those with
high blood pressure, a heart condition, lung
disease, and diabetes.

But whether symptomatic or not, all cases
are still highly infectious, including from
five days before you exhibit any symptoms.
Even now, where is the mass screening in
hospitals, aged care, prisons, educational
institutions residential facilities, as well as
at airports and other places where people
congregate? Morrison says we are “all in it
together” and all playing on “Team Australia,”
but clearly there are first class and second
class members of the team and the coach is
not leading properly and not equipping the
team properly.

Realistically, despite the concocted

THE PARADOX

HYPOCRISY

“we are all in this together”?

The COVID-19 emergency is already being used as a reason to deny essential care for
older or sicker general hospital patients — they’re rationing our healthcare system. All
the while the failed private sector is receiving a miracle cash lifeline, rolling in taxpayer
money. Why should the public system we all depend on struggle?

We are in an economic crisis, the private hospitals are empty and NOT providing
services. Yet, they continue to receive massive taxpayer handouts, and the private
health insurance funds continue to charge a society without the certainty of jobs or
income premiums. Private health premiums for a dodgy product which never provided
the insurance in the first place? How can anyone believe Scott Morrison’s claims that
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optimism of the conservatives, we know,
even now, there may never be a vaccine.

Recent studies have shown that even
those who have had the disease, have low or
no antibodies, i.e. develop little immunity.
The concern is that if the disease itself does
not cause antibodies or immunity, then what
is the likelihood that an attenuated virus will?

We also know that even with current flu
vaccines, the percentage of people protected
by the vaccine can be fifty per cent or lower
— particularly in older people.

All of this has serious implications for
public policy and would negate the two
popular narratives pushed by ultra-right
conservatives, “Why don’t we just let the
disease run its course until the community
develops ‘herd immunity’?” i.e. let the health
system be swamped, accept a high death rate,
and get the economy back on track as quickly
as possible. Or, “it will be OK because there
are treatments.” e.g. chloroquine, Ivermec-
tin, etc. — the promise of a quick fix or silver
bullet or the rapid development of a vaccine.

However, we are yet to see the evidence
that herd immunity will occur or that a vac-
cine will eventuate any time soon. If that’s
the case, we may simply have to learn to live
with COVID-19.

GETTING REAL FOR
PEOPLE’S HEALTH

Thus, it is crucial we turn our minds to
long-term plans and solutions.

What has been most remarkable is how
quickly even the most conservative politi-
cians have adopted socialist solutions in an
attempt to control the crisis, including intro-
ducing a basic living wage, free childcare,
stopping evictions, de facto nationalisation
of the health system, income guarantees and
protection of jobs, even free access to arts
and culture! But we should not be fooled
into thinking that they have dumped their
neoliberal ideology like a cheap suit — far
from it!

While these are meant to be temporary
measures, it is the taxpayer that is paying for
the government’s big spending. And instead
of large corporations paying their fair share,
it is the taxpayer who will be forced to pay it
back, with a possible increase of twenty to
twenty-five per cent increase to GST and/or
a $20 copayment for Medicare.

The conservatives plan to get over this
quickly (for the system to “snap back”), the
question is: what if there is no quick fix, no
vaccine, no herd immunity? And even if
there were, do we really want to go back to
a system of individualism, exploitation of
the majority by a minority, rampant over-
consumption, and exploitation of the limited

resources of the planet? Isn’t nature telling
us something here?

Obviously, the system wants to get back
to business as soon as possible. This is espe-
cially so for big business (including the private
health sector and private health insurance
companies), where the current crisis rep-
resents an opportunity to reposition their
businesses and strengthen their economic
power in relation to their competitors.

The belief of the ruling elites that this
will be only a brief dalliance with socialism
is clearly exemplified by the decision noted
above by the Health Minister to increase the
bailout for private health insurance funds
and the private hospital sector (which were
going out of business before the pandemic).

WHEN REALITY
STEPS IN ...

For capitalism, the problem is that if
the emergency goes on longer than three
to six months, unless the monopolies and
multinationals are forced to pay their back
taxes, the state is quickly going to run out
of money — resulting in the likelihood of the
world economy falling off a cliff, causing
depression and mass starvation.

We need a discussion about moving
towards planned economies and equitable
sharing of resources and wealth before it’s
too late. We need to stay ahead of the curve.
It’s time to stop the wasteful diversion of
public monies into the private sector for
private profit and the bloated military budget
while ignoring the real needs of the people
and their health.

NATIONALISE HEALTH
RIGHT NOW

We need to nationalise health and essen-
tial services. We need to build a robust public
economy based on people’s needs and not
the vested interests of private finance and
insurance companies whose sole aim is to
maximise profits using public subsidies.

We need to build strong, collective, demo-
cratic structures. This includes strengthening
unions and removing draconian anti-union
legislation that is impeding workers’ ability
to organise and defend not only their eco-
nomic and industrial interests but also their
social needs.

The terrible situation developing now in
the US, the number one privatised society in
the world, should sound a loud warning to
all of the dangers of leaving our lives in the
hands of the market. COVID-19 is placing
serious questions of human survival in front
of us, and we need to have this discussion.
If not now then when? &



8  Apil 20, 2020

Hello comrades! We start our first issue after the Easter break with
some very interesting Australian history and theory. In our theory
section we are taking a glimpse at Lance Sharkey’s pamphlet The
Trade Unions: Communist Theory and Practice of Trade Unionism.
In this section, we look at Reformism within the trade union

movement.

The two articles in our history section are perhaps two of the
largest events to happen within our history. The first is on Fred
Paterson and historical election victory as the first ever communist
to hold a parliamentary seat - state or federal - in Australia. The
second is on the Petrov Affair where the Menzies government
attempted to link this incident to the CPA in order to distract from

Australian Communist Thought and History

his own government'’s failings during an election year.

Guardian

PART TWO. REFORMIST “THEORIES” AND
HARMFUL PRACTICES MUST BE ROUTED

Lance Sharkey

“No Politics in the Union” —
This slogan was put forward
by the “economists” in Rus-
sia. The “economists” said
that the tasks of the trade
unions should be confined to
the economic — wages, condi-
tions, hours.

Lenin attacked and destroyed
this trend, pointing out that “no
politics in the union” really meant
bourgeois politics in the unions; it
meant that the workers were left at
the mercy of bourgeois propaganda
and ideology.

We have seen that the objective
must be to politically revolutionise
the unions. Some comrades inter-
pret this to mean that they should
confine themselves to academic,
abstract discourses on theory and
political questions at union meet-
ings. This is wrong. Communists
must be the best trade unionists,
i.e., giving a lead on all problems
of the trade unions and lead the
fight for the economic demands
of the workers, in short, be the
best fighters on the job and during
strike periods.

At the same time, politics must
be introduced, linked with the
union’s problems, and on favour-
able occasions when political issues
are raised in correspondence, etc.,
to educate the workers in social-
ist ideas. The union journals and
other avenues must be fully uti-
lised for such political education.
The reformists here in Australia
cling to the “economists” idea of
“no politics in the union,” or only
reformist politics in the union. The
aim must be to kill this reactionary
idea in the unions by showing that,
without a correct political policy,
without the theoretical education of
the rank and file, this union’s efforts
are in the end doomed to futility.

The question of the relationship
between economics and politics was
continuously before Marx and the
First International. In a resolution
drawn up by him for the 1871 Con-
ference the following instructive
passage occurs:

“In the presence of an
unbridled reaction which
violently crushes every effort
at emancipation on the part of
the working class, and pretends
to maintain by brute force the
distinction of classes and the
political domination of the
propertied classes resulting
from it; considering that
against this collective power
of the propertied classes the
working class cannot act, as a
class, except by constituting
itself into a political party,
distinct from and opposed to,

all old parties formed by the
propertied classes; that this
constitution of the working
class into a political party

is indispensable in order to
ensure the triumph of the social
revolution and its ultimate

end — the abolition of the
classes; that the combination
of forces which the working
class has already effected by its
economical struggles ought at
the same time serve as a lever
against the political power of
the landlords and capitalists;
the Conference recalls to the
members of the International:
That in the militant state of
the working class, its economic
movement and its political
action are indissolubly united.”

Here is a clear expression by
Marx of the idea that politics are
the concentrated expression of
economics, that the workers need
a revolutionary political party to
lead the struggle for socialism,
and that the trade unions, far from
adopting an attitude of neutrality,
of non-partisanship, should adhere
to such a party and play their part
under its leadership in the struggle.

BANKRUPTCY OF
“GRADUALIST”
THEORIES

The reformist leaders in the
trade union movement contend that
the needs of the working class can
be satisfied by a policy of reforms,
by a gradual increase in wages, a
shortening of hours and improve-
ment of the job conditions. They tell
the workers that if the unions keep
on increasing wages soon there will
be no exploitation, no margin of
profit left for the employing classes.

This is the trade union equiva-
lent of the social-democratic theory
of “gradualism” of “peaceful evolu-
tion,” or “revolution without class
struggle, bloodshed or dislocation
of industry.”

It is true that the reformists can
point to instances where the Arbi-
tration Court has awarded increased
wages, shortened hours, or eased
conditions, of employment in the
factories. Why, therefore, cannot
we continue this peaceful, evolu-
tionary process until we make the
position of the bosses untenable in
industry; why not undermine their
control by these piecemeal proc-
esses? It will be found, however,
that tremendous mass pressure
(economic strikes, demonstrations
and agitation in the press and on
the platform) preceded all reforms
by the arbitration courts or “volun-
tary” concessions to the workers.

For example, the first Lang
Government in NSW “granted” the

44-hour week in NSW, although
previously Lang had opposed the
44-hour week as an “extremist”
communist policy. But the building
workers in Sydney absented them-
selves from work on Saturday morn-
ings for a prolonged period. Other
unionists struck or threatened to
strike over the issue of the shorter
week. The unions were in a good
position because it was the period
of temporary capitalist stabilisa-
tion, of relative boom. So finally,
the Lang Government legislated
the 44-hours and claimed all the
credit, although it is quite clear that
it was the economic situation and
the mass pressure of the workers
that was really responsible.

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels
answered the gradualist “theory”
long, long ago, in the Manifesto
of the Communist Party (1848),
to be exact.

These two great geniuses, the
founders of Communism, wrote
on this point:

“The various interests and
conditions of life within the
ranks of the proletariat are
more and more equalised,

in proportion as machinery
obliterates all distinctions of
labour, and nearly, everywhere
reduces wages to the same low
level. The growing competition
among the bourgeois, and the
resulting commercial crises,
makes the wages of the workers
ever more fluctuating. The
unceasing improvement of
machinery, ever more rapidly
developing, makes their
livelihood more and more
precarious; the collisions
between individual workmen
and individual bourgeois take
more and more the character of
collisions between two classes.”

Let us apply this to our own
Australian experiences. The last
decades of the 19th century were
a period of great trade union and
class struggles in this country, for
the raising of the general standards,
which were very poor.

After this, in line with the rapid
growth and expansion of capitalism
there was a more or less continuous
improvement, side by side with the
rapid growth of the ALP and the
trade unions. This was the heyday,
the golden age of reformism; it had
one hundred per cent control of the
unions and the reformist Labour
governments were coming to office
and initiating a number of reforms.
This was the time when “gradual-
ism” looked good to the workers.

The outbreak of the imperialist
world war, reflecting the general
crisis of world capitalism, ended
this period. By 1917 the unions

were on strike, striving to retain
something of their position, to save
something from the chaos created
by the prolonged reactionary war.
The reformist Labor governments
(Hughes, Holman, etc.) had broken
asunder and collapsed under the
strain of the crisis, and given way
to anti working-class governments.
When the war ended, there was vast
unemployment and hardship, which
neither the ALP nor the bourgeois
parties could alleviate; to the con-
trary, they conducted an “offensive”
against the workers.

“Commercial crises,” “compe-
tition” had led to war, to intensi-
fied “commercial crises” which
destroyed the gains the workers
made in the preceding “peaceful”
capitalist expansion period.

This proves to the hilt Marx’s
statement, about the effects on the
workers of the capitalist system and
his proposition: “Now and then the
workers are victorious, but only
for a time. The real fruit of their
battle lies, not in the immediate
result, but in the ever expanding
union of the workers.” (Author’s
emphasis.) And it is true that in
this period of “peaceful” reform
and the period of crises, the unions
did grow in numbers, organisation
and strength; the workers began
to take a more critical attitude
towards reformism as a result of
this experience, which facilitated
the foundation of the Communist
Party of Australia.

“Commercial crises,” promoted
by the imperialist rivalry, by the
chaotic nature of capitalism itself
and its unstable, anarchistic, transi-
tory character preclude an endless
chain of reforms, i.e., “gradualism.”
Subsequent history provided further
proof. How well have Marx’s words
on the obliteration of distinctions
among the workers been fulfilled.
The conveyor belt and mass pro-
duction undermines the skilled
tradesman and replaces him with
the semi-skilled and unskilled.
Speed-up Bedeaux and Taylor
and other “systems,” piece-work,
and bonus systems extract the last
ounce of energy from the workers,
irrespective of shortening of hours.

On the basis of the defeat of the
revolution after the war, except in
Russia, and an intensive “offensive”
against the living standards of the
workers on a world scale, capital-
ism was temporarily stabilised. A
relative boom set in. Once more
arbitration courts and reformist
governments were able to make
concessions to the workers. Again
reformist illusions commenced to
wax, and the reformists, headed
by Lang, were able to commence
a bitter struggle against the mili-
tants in the unions, against the
communists.

This reformist honeymoon was
short-lived. The world economic
crisis hit Australia with devastat-
ing force in 1929. The workers were
shut out of the factories. Their basic
wage became the “dole”! By means
of the Premier’s plan, initiated and
operated by the Labor Government
with the assistance of the reformist
trade union leaders, who stifled the
defensive actions and broke many
of the strikes of the workers, the
gains of the preceding period made
by the trade unions were once more
swept away.

Before the war, there was a
mass unemployed army in all
capitalist countries including Aus-
tralia, living, or rather existing, on
the dole.

This is in accordance also with
what Marx and Engels wrote in the
Manifesto:

“The serf, in the period of
serfdom, raised himself to
membership in the Commune,
just as the petty-bourgeois,
under the yoke of feudal
absolutism, managed to
develop into a bourgeois.

The modern labourer, on the
contrary, instead of rising
with the progress of industry
sinks deeper and deeper below
the conditions of existence of
his own class. He becomes a
pauper and pauperism develops
more rapidly than population
and wealth.”

The mass armies of unem-
ployed in Britain, USA, and the
Nazi “labour camps,” before the
war, all testified to the growth of
“pauperism,” to the correctness of
Marx’s forecast.

The “revisers” of Marx, espe-
cially Bernstein and the German
trade union bureaucrats, the fathers
of the “revision” of Marxism in
favour of reformism were utterly
opportunist as the subsequent his-
tory of trade unionism under capi-
talism amply proves. They based
their “theories” on the expansion
period of capitalism prior to the
1914-18 war, and they were chiefly
responsible for the undermining of
the revolutionary spirit of German
social-democracy and the Second
International, thereby defeating
the German social revolution and
giving us Hitler.

“Gradualism” leads, not to
continuous improvement and
socialism, but to “pauperism” and
fascism, and it cannot be otherwise
whilst capitalism exists.

This article originally appeared as
part of a pamphlet entitled The

Trade Union: Communist Theory and
Practice of Trade Unionism in 1942,
Available at www.cpa.org.au @
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Australian Communist Thought and History

FIRST COMMUNIST MLA:
PATERSON WINS BOWEN

By making Alderman FW Paterson, BA, the first Australian Communist member of
Parliament, the electors of Bowen (Queensland), made history last Saturday.

Mr Paterson’s success is a major victory in the cause of unity and a blow to
reactionaries and anti-Soviet disrupters. These points are brought out in a statement
issued by General Secretary JB Miles on behalf of the Central Committee of the

[Communist Party of Australia], which reads:

The electors of Bowen, Queensland,
have made history; they have elected
the first Communist member of an
Australian parliament.

Comrade Paterson’s success is a tribute to
his fearless championship of the interests of
the common people, the sugar workers and
farmers, the coal miners, waterside workers
and rail men, the professional workers and
small business people of the towns.

The election of a member of the [Com-
munist Party of Australia] to the Queensland
Parliament is a result of several years’ effort
to win leadership of the toiling people by the
State Committee of our Party, and the Party
organisations in the area.

The electors have become familiar with,
and supporters of, the policy of the Com-
munist Party, its local leaders and banner
bearer, Comrade Paterson.

CPA’S CONSISTENT
RECORD

By their action at the polling booths
the electors have sent into the Queensland
House a member of the most consistently
anti-fascist Party; the Party that has persist-
ently defended democratic liberties and the
standards of the working people; the Party
whose members are devoted to victory in
the present war of liberation.

Comrade Paterson will utilise his position
and the Privileges that go with it to carry for-
ward the policy of the [Communist Party of
Australia’s] national and international unity
for victory, the strengthening of the unity
and plans for victory and peace decided on
at Teheran, Moscow and Cairo.

BIG AID
TO LABOR UNITY

The campaign of the Communist party
for unity of the labour movement, for affili-
ation of our Party to the Labor Party will be
greatly assisted by a Communist member of

It is a campaign to increase the influence
of the labour movement in the struggle for
victory and on the post-war situation, to
ensure that victory will be followed by a
stable peace and economic reconstruction
in the interests of the people.

PATERSON AS PEOPLE’S
TRIBUNE

Success in an election was to be
expected in this period; it is a reflection
of the greatly increased influence of our
Party and its rapid organisational growth
in recent years.

It is in keeping with Australian conditions
that substantial influence in trade unions
should find a reflection in the parliamen-
tary sphere.

The people of Queensland, even of the
whole country, will experience what a Com-
munist MP can do as a tribune of the people,
what use can be made of parliament for the
immediate struggle and the Socialist objec-
tive of the Communist Party and the labour
movement.

HEAVY BLOW
TO REACTION

Our opponents of the capitalist class and
of the Right wing of the Labor Party will also
have cause to regard the 1944 Queensland
elections as important for their policy and
their future.

The Labor Party disrupters face the fact
that a representative of labour unity, an
advocate of Communist Party-Labor Party
unity, is now an MP.

The anti-Soviet reactionaries of all
kinds face the fact that a consistent friend
of USSR, a champion of collective security
and alliance between Australia and the Soviet
Union, is an MP.

The monopolists face the fact that one
who stands for transition to Socialism after
victory is won is an MP. Having broken
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Alderman FW Paterson, BA, the first Australian Communist member of Parliament.

forward to future successor in parliamentary
and local elections.

SHOWS HOW
WE CAN WIN

Election of a colleague or two for Com-
rade Paterson, and success in other States
and in the Federal sphere in the near future,
depend mainly on the work of our members
in the localities and factories, on present-
ing openly and clearly to the electors the
policy and programme of our Party, and
on the selection of suitable candidates who

become known to them as Communists and
their champions.

Comrade Paterson has been known to
the people of Bowen as a propagandist for
our Party, as an able man in his profession
and a municipal councillor.

All our organisations in discussing the
Bowen result must draw suitable conclusions
for their own area about mass work carried
out in the name of the Party, and participation
regularly and over long periods in activities
on behalf of the people of the electorate by
prospective Party candidates.

This article originally appeared in Tribune in

Parliament.

through, our Party can confidently look

work in the area on behalf of the people and

April, 1944, &

“The answer to the outrageous
attack being planned through
the Petrov* affair must be a
redoubling of all efforts to
unite the working class for the
defeat of the Menzies Govern-
ment of national betrayal.”

Communist Party President
R Dixon said this on Thursday
night in the course of a powerful,
factual indictment of the Menzies
Government.

Mr Dixon was addressing a
meeting of Sydney communists.
Although called at less than twen-
ty-four hours’ notice, the hall was
jammed full.

Mr Dixon utterly refuted Men-
zies’ claim that there was connec-
tion between the Soviet Embassy
and the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia. “Never has there been any
directions whatsoever to the CPA
from the Soviet Embassy or the
Soviet Government,” he said.

Stories in the daily press,

PETROV AFFAIR
GIGANTIC FRAME-UP AGAINST PEOPLE

supposed to be based on Petrov’s
“documents” were downright lies,
and it is obvious that there are
schemes and plans to base frame-ups
on such lies and forged documents.

Frequent cheers punctuated
his speech. The spirit of the meet-
ing was demonstrated by the fact
that a call for a collection for Party
funds brought £136 in cash and
£302/10/ — in pledges.

250,000 copies of a hastily print-
ed leaflet — Menzies Concocted Spy
Plot — were distributed to those at
the meeting, and by Monday morn-
ing most of them had been spread
throughout the city and suburbs.

PROVOCATIVE
STUNT

Mr Dixon said that the Menzies
Government was using the Petrov
affair for provocation against the
Soviet Union, the Communist Party,
and the Australian people.

The Petrov affair is a provoca-
tive political stunt by the Govern-
ment, designed to confuse and
obscure the fundamental issues
in the election in the hope of
seeing the return of the Menzies
Government.

The Government faces defeat
in the election and it desperately
needed a diversion from both its
home and foreign policies, including
its moves toward involving Australia
in the war in Indo-China.

“To put over its war policy, the
Menzies Government required
frenzy and hatred among the people
against the Soviet Union and Com-
munism. Hence the McCarthyism,
hence the Petrov provocation,” said
Mr Dixon.

BLANK CHEQUE

Mr Dixon warned that legis-
lation passed in Canberra with
ALP leadership support, gave the
government a blank cheque on the

Royal Commission terms of refer-
ence, thus leaving the way open
for attacks on wide sections of
patriotic Australians-Communists,
ALP members, intellectuals and
genuine liberals.

The Canberra McCarthyites
would set out to smear and intimi-
date, to drive people from public
life by innuendo, they would create
blacklists for employers.

They would use frame-ups
against both Communists and
non-Communists.

“There is nothing furtive or
secret about the Communist Party’s
policy,” Mr Dixon said. “The CPA
stands for the noblest and most
patriotic causes — peace, Austral-
ian independence and security, a
better life, Socialism.

DEFEAT MENZIES

“Unlike the parties of Capital-
ism, the CPA openly and honestly
declares its policy.

“It does not use deception and
trickery to achieve its policy, it
seeks by selfless activity to win the
majority of the working class and
its allies for the liberation of our
country from capitalism.”

The Communist leaflet distrib-
uted over the weekend says that
“with his spy scare, Menzies is
now trying to do what he failed to
do with his Communist Party Dis-
solution Bill which was rejected by
the Australian people in the 1951
Referendum.

“Don’t be misled by concocted
spy stories!

“Unite against the real enemy
— the Menzies Government!

“Defeat Menzies on May 29!”
*Vladimir Petrov was a Soviet
diplomat who defected in April 1954,
This article originally appeared in
Tribune April, 1954, &
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NO FACE TO FACE TEACHING
IS SAFE

Dorothy Costa

The federal and NSW govern-
ments launched a coordinated
and organised campaign in the
first week of the school holi-
days to prepare the ground for
restarting face-to-face teaching
in mid-May. The government
campaign appeared to be a
deliberate strategy to “soften”
community and teacher oppo-
sition to any early return to the
classroom. The Queensland
Teachers’ Union was quick to
refuse support for any propos-
al that put its members at risk
by returning them to face to
face teaching and significantly
raised the risk of community
spread of COVID-19.

MORE
CONFUSION AND
CONTRADICTION

The community lockdown is
in place until the end of June, and
quite possibly much longer, to
stop COVID-19 spreading. Even
the decision-making processes of
parliament are “on hold.” There is
no plan to open parliament before
the rest of the community. The
message is once again confused
and contradictory.

It is clear COVID-19 is dispro-
portionately adding to the disad-
vantage already being experienced
by vulnerable and disadvantaged
families and communities across
Australia. While true, this cannot be
areason to ignore the health risks
of exposing teachers and students
to unsafe school environments.
This is particularly so as restart-
ing face-to-face classrooms is not
addressing the needs of disadvan-
taged students.

TEACHERS TO
SUPERVISE
DISADVANTAGED
AND VULNERABLE

Before COVID-19, the NSW and
federal governments did little to
tackle the inequity in education. In
fact, both governments pursued pol-
icies which further disadvantaged
public schools and their students
including freezing capital works
programs in the public schools,
stripping the NSW Department of
Education of qualified consultants
and support staff, and underfund-
ing public education. They actively
supported the creation of a two-tier
education system underwritten by
large taxpayer grants and subsidies
to private and independent schools.

The NSW and federal govern-
ments are now anxious that gov-
ernment-driven inequity does not
become a political issue. Restart-
ing face-to-face teaching as soon
as possible will give the appear-
ance that governments are really
concerned about inequity and
disadvantaged students despite
their longstanding actions to the
contrary, but it will not address
the substance of the issues it is
claiming will be fixed by send-
ing children back to classrooms.
It may provide supervision for
students who do return to school
and free up some parents to work.

DOUBLE THE
WORKLOAD

Delivering equitable teaching
and learning will continue to be
impossible as it is likely many fami-
lies will continue to keep children at
home. This is because a significant
number of families will continue

CRATAEME
CATaEMgE
Cylma

to consider sending their children
to school is an unacceptable risk
and the government and health
experts messages are still confused.
If schools return to face-to-face
teaching in this situation teachers’
workload will double as they will
be expected to provide classroom
lessons and online lessons.

At the same time, no plan has
been announced to protect teachers
and students from COVID-19 with
temperature checks, gloves, masks,
and provisions of adequate soap and
hand sanitisers. Schools are not safe
places. Teachers and students travel
to school across suburbs. Public
schools are not equipped to ensure

hygiene practices are in place and
consistently adhered to. Children
are still learning to self-regulate.

WINTER IS COLD
AND FLU SEASON

We are heading into winter
when children are often ill with
colds and flu and other respira-
tory illnesses, including asthma.
The public health system cannot
cope with the extra pressures of
illnesses spread through schools
at this time. Teachers and students
should not be put at risk of COVID-
19 when the rest of the community

is expected to physically distance
and stay at home.

Lost education can be caught
up through various strategies when
it’s safe again. Public schools can
be funded to reduce class sizes,
employ interventionist and special-
ist literacy and numeracy staff to
“catch up” disadvantaged students
and schools when the health crisis
passes.

If Virgin Airlines can ask and
receive Australian government
handouts and private childcare
can be supported by large rescue
packages, then so can our disad-
vantaged and vulnerable students
and schools. &

COVID-19: HYPOCRISY AND
PROPAGANDA AGAINST CHINA ENSUES

Seamus Carey

Several Australian politi-
cians, including Liberal Party
and One Nation figures, have
made calls for China to be held
responsible for the effects of
the COVID-19 epidemic. Sup-
posedly, this is on the basis
that the virus arose in China
and the Chinese government’s
alleged failure to respond
effectively.

This is utterly childish reason-
ing. That is, if it is to be considered
reasoning at all, and not what it
really is: an opportunistic justifica-
tion for these politicians’ preexist-
ing hostility towards China, and a
further attempt to fan anti-Chinese
sentiment.

The falseness of their claims
might have been less glaring had
they made them months ago when
the statistics had not yet shown
conclusively how much more suc-
cessful China has been at tackling
the crisis than almost all other
countries. However, at the time, the
same Australian reactionary figures
were cruelly rejoicing at the tragedy
suffered by the Chinese people and

denying that it would have much
consequence for Australia.

In January, the same nonsense
was being spoken about how the
Chinese government had acted too
slowly. Incredibly, this is still said as
we watch with our own eyes the far
slower response of Western govern-
ments, despite having had a head
start of months thanks to China’s
prompt reporting of valuable facts
to the international community and
effective management of the initial
outbreak. Western governments
were given the greatest opportunity
to respond swiftly and effectively,
but they have squandered it in
unison.

This difference in approaches
and outcomes shows us that it is a
blessing to the world that the virus
happened to arise in China first.
Unfortunately, reactionary politi-
cians have also taken it as a bless-
ing to continue their unreasonable
attacks on China.

None of the same politicians
have expressed the same indig-
nation at the unambiguously,
intentional, deadly acts of the US
regime, which continues to pursue
its criminal policy of sanctions

against Cuba, Venezuela, DPR
Korea, Syria, Iran and others, con-
sciously seeking to deprive these
peoples of access to vital medical
supplies even in this crisis. When
will they call for the US to pay for
the hardships suffered by these
peoples, directly due to US policy?
Instead, these hypocrites slavishly
follow the US line and betray the
independence and dignity of all
the peoples of the world along with
the Australian people they claim
to represent.

The idea that the fact of the
virus having arisen in China is in
any way related to moral or legal
responsibility by the Chinese gov-
ernment is entirely fallacious, and
only demonstrates other govern-
ments’ hypocrisy: by making this
claim, they ignore the fact that
new viruses can and will develop
anywhere in the world. All govern-
ments need to prepare for this fact.
This will only become more rel-
evant as the accelerating impact of
climate change causes widespread
disturbances to ecosystems around
the world.

Another issue is the intermi-
nable gossip in the Western media

about the case of Dr Li Wenliang,
who has sadly passed away due
to the virus. We hear nothing but
claims of a cover-up by the Chinese
government, and Dr Li has been
made out to be an “anti-establish-
ment figure.”

The real facts have been com-
pletely ignored. Dr Li, who as it
happens was a loyal member of
the Communist Party of China,
himself apologised for improper
conduct. Any well-functioning and
well-governed health system does
not allow unauthorised publicity of
half-formed facts in the early stage
of a new and unknown develop-
ment, which can only create panic
without adequate knowledge to
derive public benefit. At the same
time, the central government has
since assessed the relevant Hubei
provincial authorities’ handling
of the incident and determined
that Dr Li’s dismissal was exces-
sive and a product of incorrect
bureaucratic tendencies by several
officials involved, who have now
been dismissed themselves.

The completely fictional cari-
cature of Dr Li pushed by Western
media and governments to suit their

own interests is a disgusting insult
to his memory.

No reasonable person could
expect that any government can
carry out any action entirely per-
fectly. To seize on isolated imperfec-
tions without further analysis could
only have meaning if there were
such a thing as perfection in the
realm of national and international
politics. However, in the case of
China, the meaningless fact of any
particular action being performed
any less than perfect is overblown to
the extent that China is portrayed
as the devil. This serves to obscure
the concrete fact that their achieve-
ments in this struggle, as in many
others, have been markedly supe-
rior to those of Western countries,
and so too has been their handling
of mistakes made which is the real
test of a government.

Here is my advice to these Aus-
tralian politicians, which, if they
have any integrity and commitment
to their own claimed principles, is
in terms they should understand:
“first cast out the beam out of thine
own eye, and then shalt thou see
clearly to cast out the mote out of
thy brother’s eye.” &
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Neil Clark

The coronavirus pandemic has seen
some great and heroic acts of human-
ity, but we’ve also seen the re-emer-
gence and mainstreaming of the
morally repugnant “survival of the
fittest” ideology.

One thing about a health crisis, it sorts
out the humane from the inhumane. Those
who think all lives are equally precious from
those who seem to think that some lives
count more and that the “weak” are a burden
who have to be sacrificed so the strong can
continue to dominate.

Probably the most repulsive take I've
heard so far on Corona is the one which
goes: “What are we having these lockdowns
and ‘social distancing’ for? It’s only — or pre-
dominantly — the old and already ill who are
dying from Covid-19 — and they didn’t have
too long to live anyway.”

Writing for the Critic, UK commentator
Toby Young, who has previously advocated
what he called “progressive eugenics,” said
that “spending £350bn to prolong the lives
of a few hundred thousand mostly elderly
people is an irresponsible use of taxpayers’
money.”

What, I wonder, does he regard as a
“responsible use of taxpayers” money? Invad-
ing Iraq? Bombing Libya? Bailing out the
bankers? And how much monetary worth
would he put on the lives of “a few hundred
thousand mostly elderly people”? The Oscar
Wilde epigram about the man who knows the
price of everything and the value of nothing
springs readily to mind.

Young complains that the UK’s so-called
“lockdown” (it isn’t actually a proper one
because flights from COVID-19 hotspots
are still coming in unchecked) is extend-
ing the lives of 370,000 people by an aver-
age of one-and-a-half-years. He wants the
lockdown to end straight after Easter, and if
this leads to a surge in COVID-19 cases and
the NHS being overwhelmed, well, that’s ok
because “the majority of people whose lives
could have been saved only have one or two
years left and those will not be good years.”

I wonder if Young has elderly parents
or grandparents alive, and if so, what they
think of his views?

Young’s piece quite rightly was roundly
attacked on social media, but he’s not the
only one who’s been pushing this odious,
anti-human line. On 3rd March, in the Daily
Telegraph, financial writer Jeremy Warner
opined: “Not to put too fine a point on it,
from an entirely disinterested economic
perspective, COVID-19 might even prove
mildly beneficial in the long-term by dis-
proportionately culling elderly dependants.”

International

“CULLING” THE OLD & WEAK

EUGENICS AND SOCIAL DARWINISM
REAR THEIR UGLY HEADS IN
THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

|4

Got that? As one tweeter put it: “We've
gone from ‘only the vulnerable will die’ to
‘it’s good that the vulnerable will die.” How
absolutely sickening.

Even Establishment-licensed, Inside
the Tent over-70s have joined in on the
psy-ops to make the elderly feel guilty for
wanting to stay alive in the Age of Corona.
“What we have to worry about is being a
dead-weight on the NHS,” the author and
former newspaper editor Max Hastings said
on the radio. “We must try and promote
getting economic activity going again. If we
the elders, must pay an additional price for
this then so be it.”

In similar “the elderly should be sacri-
ficed” vein, Sir David King, the Blair/Brown
governments’ former chief scientific adviser
(and former senior scientific adviser to UBS
Bank), urged over-9os to stay away from
hospitals to avoid “overburdening” the NHS.

Leaving aside the shocking callousness
of such a statement, did it not occur to King
that the 9o-year-olds whose lives he so loftily
dismisses have probably paid between them
millions — if not billions — in their lifetime,
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through taxes and National Insurance con-
tributions, to the NHS?

We're being encouraged to think that
healthcare needs to be “rationed” in the Age
of Corona, but there’s more than enough
money in Britain to make sure that every
patient is treated equally, regardless of
their age. The real scandal is not “90-year-
olds clogging up hospitals” but the fact
that in November 2019, NHS beds were
at a record low in England. The Guard-
ian [UK] reported that 17,230 beds had
been cut from the 144,455 that existed in
April-June 2010, just before the austerity-
imposing Conservative/Lib Dem coalition
came to power.

We've seen bed cuts at a time when we
should have seen bed increases. But instead
of holding the politicians to account for
underfunding the health service, and their
failure to plan or prepare in any way for a
pandemic, certain commentators want us
to blame the most vulnerable for being a
“burden.”

It’s not just the very old who the new
social Darwinists (now billed euphemistically

as “contrarians” or “free thinkers”) are happy
to throw under the bus. It’s also those who
have “underlying health conditions.” Coro-
navirus is taking a high percentage of these
people, we're told, so what’s the big fuss?
They were “sick” anyway! But people with
“underlying health conditions” can live
meaningful, quality lives for a long time.
I personally know of one person who was
told in 1944 that he had only six months to
live because of an acute heart problem. He’s
still alive in 2020.

The idea that in a pandemic, the lives of
those “with underlying health conditions” are
dispensable or worth less than those without
“underlying health conditions” is — again —
totally repugnant to anyone in possession
of a moral compass.

Most people are rightly appalled by the
utterly heartless eugenicist and social Dar-
winistic ideology and thought they’d seen the
end of it several decades ago. But it’s back
and “mainstreamed” — and in the long run
it arguably poses as big a threat to society
as the wretched coronavirus itself.

RT — Russia Today @&
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INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION

Boaventura Monjane

Due to the illegal sanctions imposed on
the country by the United States and
its allies, the import of food, seeds,
fertilisers, machinery, and other basic
necessities has been restricted in Ven-
ezuela. As a result, food production
registered a sixty per cent decrease
at the national level, but small and
medium-scale farmers in Venezuela
are “betting” on growing food with
the least use possible of commercial
inputs, as a way to resist the economic
blockade that has plagued the coun-
try since 2014.

Young people and women are playing
active leadership roles in the process. “It is
our historical responsibility as the youth to
defend the [Bolivarian] revolution and con-
tinue with the task of building socialism as
the popular forces of Venezuela. And we are
doing it here by combining food production
with political-ideological education,” says
Elisa Pefia, a young woman involved with the
El Maizal commune, in Lara and Portuguesa
states in Western Venezuela.

Inducing food shortages to increase
hunger in sanctioned countries has been one
of the US’s favourite strategies to instigate
popular revolts and force the ousting of the
leadership from governments.

In Venezuela, however, this does not
seem to have produced the intended effect.
The widespread patriotism that is perceived
in the Venezuelan people is driving measures
and actions aimed at defending national
sovereignty at the same time as building
food sovereignty.

The Venezuelan Frente Nacional Campes-
ino Ezequiel Zamora (National Peasant
Front Ezequiel Zamora, FNCEZ) as part
of the Corriente Revolucionaria Bolivar y
Zamora (Bolivar and Zamora Revolution-
ary Current, CRBZ) has launched a National
Productive Alliance (Alianza Nacional Pro-
ductiva) together with several cooperatives
and communes to revitalise food production
at the national level, to meet the country’s
food needs.

According to Kevin Rangel, the national
coordinator of the FNCEZ, “the strongest
attack on Venezuela’s national sovereignty
was the economic element and more spe-
cifically the food element.” “The [National
Productive] alliance is, therefore, an instru-
ment to empower small and medium-scale
producers, conuqueros [peasant farmers],
the communes and the landless peasants
and urge them to take the task of produc-
ing and feeding the nation as a priority,”
he added.

In the states of Lara, Portuguesa, Bari-
nas, and Apure various farmers associations,
cooperatives and communes are putting
forward production alliances that scale up to
include processing and distribution in their
communities and beyond. These states are
located in the western part of the country
and concentrate on about seventy per cent
of the whole peasantry and food producers
in Venezuela.
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Most of the farmlands now in the pos-
session of cooperatives and communes in
the region were handed over to the peas-
antry after being expropriated from landed
oligarchies which concentrated the bulk of
the productive lands in Venezuela.

In an “all-out war against the latifundio,”
the land was “recovered” as a measure to
resolve the then prevailing deep inequali-
ties in land ownership and access. The
process of land recovery was headed by the
then president of Venezuela, Hugo Chavez
with the support of the army. According to
Venezuelan vice-minister of International
Communications, Willian Castillo, “the
rural sector and the peasantry has been the
most affected social group by the violence
deployed by the paramilitaries brought
in from Colombia and other countries, in
revenge for the policies of land recovery and
nationalisation.” Those are, he added, “the
monsters of the latifundia that still operate
in our country, some of them still anchored
in the State.”

PARADIGM SHIFTING IN
FOOD SYSTEMS

Historically, Venezuela’s economy has
depended excessively on the oil sector. One
of the objectives of the Bolivarian revolution,
with the arrival of Hugo Chavez in power,
was to diversify the economy, for instance
through boosting agricultural production
across Venezuela.

A significant number of people once
settled in urban centres returned to the
countryside to embrace farming activities
in response to the government’s call for
rural revitalisation. However, agricultural
production in Venezuela has largely been
controlled by agribusiness and depended
on imported industrial inputs.

The ongoing economic attack on Ven-
ezuela, which for instance resulted in a
“blockade” on the import of seeds, is nev-
ertheless triggering a paradigm shift among
small and medium-scale farmers, especially

those working under the umbrella of Frente
Nacional Campesino Ezequiel Zamora, to
move away from agricultural systems depend-
ent on external inputs.

“The economic blockade and the attack
on Venezuela, as terrible as it is, is allowing
us to find innovative ways to produce our
food and secure our local food sovereignty,
without depending on external industrial
seeds and fertilisers,” says Braulio Marquez,
a spokesperson at Ali Primera productive
commune, in Apure. The commune chose
the name in honour of Ali Primera, the
world-famous late Venezuelan musician,
composer, poet, and political activist whose
songs condemned exploitation and repres-
sion while celebrating people’s resistance.
His most well-known song was “Techos de
Carton” (cardboard shacks), about the hard
life faced by slum dwellers.

According to Amparo Leal, a woman
leader and spokesperson of La Gran Union
Simon y Bolivar Commune, “farmers are
determined to produce. The situation is dif-
ficult, but we have to confront the boycott,
the blockade and the sabotage by intensifying
production, diversify crops and supply the
communes and the country.” Amparo is also
part of the self-government (auto-gobierno)
of de Ciudad Comunal Productiva Simon
Bolivar in Apure.

THE COMMUNES AND THE
PRODUCTION UNITS

The productive communes (comunas pro-
ductivas) are envisioned to be independent
administrative and political spaces towards
the building of self-governments in the terri-
tories. Communal cities and the communes,
in general, seek to transcend the bureaucratic
forms of territorial management and political
organisation of a “bourgeois state.”

“We are putting forward a model, inspired
by Chavez, to introduce a new geometry of
power. From below in the territories we
are generating an organisational process in
which the decision-making process is held
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horizontally”, explains Jose Luis Sifontes,
member of the political committee of the
Comuna “El Maizal.”

The idea of communal organisation, as
an alternative to the political organisation
of the bourgeois state, goes back several
decades in Venezuela. With the process of
the Bolivarian revolution, however, this
process has been pushed even further. The
goal is to construct a new social fabric that
would allow the people to truly exercise
their power.

As Willian Castillo explains, communal
democracy — this is, the power exercised
by the people with widely decentralised
mechanisms of management, production,
distribution, and consumption without the
interference of the State — was the condition
for building of socialism, as Hugo Chévez
would define it. The first laws on commu-
nal power were enacted in the mid-2000s
in Venezuela.

The Gran Unipn Simon Bolivar Commu-
nal City in Apure, a collective of eight com-
munes, was the first to elect self-government,
in 2008, after a long organisational process
driven by the Frente Nacional Campesino
Ezequiel Zamora that started in the '9os. It
consists of 116,000 hectares, 39 communal
councils and 7,600 inhabitants. This Com-
munal city collectively produces a great
diversity of crops among cereals, legumes,
oilseeds, meat, milk and fruits.

In the case of Comuna Maizal, farmers
are currently producing 60 tons of corn
per month, “a production that allows us to
supply the demand we have in the territory
and that leaves us with a surplus. It allows
us to take production to other regions,” says
José Luis Sifontes.

The FNCEZ is a member of the interna-
tional peasant movement, La Via Campesina.
FCEZ was born with the intention to contrib-
ute to the Bolivarian revolutionary process
and to contribute in a concrete way to the
process of transforming the agrarian model
and revolutionise the countryside.
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