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At the time of writing, there were 112
confirmed cases of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) in Australia with the pub-
lic health system at the forefront of
preventative measures. The govern-
ment had still not released details of
its package to deal with the virus.

If there is a rapid spread of the virus,
then our health system does not have the
resources to deal with it. A slower, relatively
controlled range of measures such as can-
celling all activities where there are crowds,
closing schools, colleges and universities
would enable better handling of the virus.

People in aged care facilities are most
vulnerable and quarantining is imperative.

Irrational panic buying of essentials
reflects the fear that permeates the public.
Fears have been whipped up by the mass
media as the government has failed to provide
education on the virus and basic hygiene.
Such education should be multilingual and
widely spread through different means includ-
ing print, radio, television, social media, and
ethnic community networks.

The government must be transparent
about the situation. Its failure to act on cli-
mate change, its inaction on the drought,
and belated intervention in the bushfires
have done little to build trust. With each
catastrophe, public confidence in the Mor-
rison government has waned.

High levels of casualisation, and use of
“independent contractors,” “self-employed,”
and labour-hire along with privatisation
have increased the vulnerability of workers
and makes it harder to deal with the crisis.

SHORTAGES

Public hospitals were already pushed
beyond their limits with lack of beds, under-
staffing, and under-resourcing before the
virus. The health system is not geared to
cope with an pandemic if the virus spreads
through the population.

It is scandalous that doctors working in
hospitals, dentists, and others in the health
care sector face a shortage of masks. Some
hospitals are keeping what masks they have
in locked cupboards, releasing them one at
a time.

Doctors and dentists are scrambling to
order masks online or from wherever they
can get them. This is capitalism: where
there is no rational distribution of masks,
disinfectants, wipes, etc. It’s a dog-eat-dog
market resulting in people who do not need
them cleaning out the market.

The capitalist government took no action
to requisition these or any other medical
essentials. Such centralised measures run
contrary to the ethos of capitalism even
though they would enable priority being
given to the health of the people.

ASIO clueless over
right-wing extremism

The wealthy can afford to stockpile
sanitisers, toilet paper, long-life milk, flour,
pasta, soap, and other basics. But workers,
the unemployed, pensioners, and others on
low incomes do not have the means to strip
supermarket shelves of such essentials.

Again, it is the anarchistic capitalist
distribution that denies workers and their
families essentials when there is a run on
the market for them. The government has
a responsibility to ensure rational distribu-
tion and adequate supply. The so-called
markets cannot.

INCOMES

Industrial Relations Minister Christian
Porter, in an interview with the ABC News
channel, was as evasive as ever, refusing or
unable to give direct answers to questions
about workers who might be required to
self-isolate or are sick.

When asked about income arrange-
ments for people such as workers employed
on a casual basis, in the gig economy or
on contracts if they are sick or required to
self-isolate — he described such questions
as hypothetical at the moment!

He said they were in discussions with
employers and trade unions and expected
these to go on for a few months! PM Scott
Morrison has acknowledged that some
assistance from the government might be
required but was just as evasive as to what
that might be.

The government must legislate for
sick leave for all casual, labour-hire, “self-
employed,” gig, and other similar workers
who presently have no paid sick leave. The
government, regardless of how little it cares
about the plight of workers, should under-
stand that by ensuring workers continue to
have an income it will help the economic
situation.

The Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU) is calling for special leave arrange-
ments for workers. “Employers should be
encouraging self-reporting of such instances
and ensuring that there are not barriers or
disincentives to reporting. Accordingly, in
these instances employers should be provid-
ing paid leave to ensure that worker are not
financially disadvantaged by making such
reports,” the ACTU said.

The ACTU also notes that high-risk
groups such as health workers may be able
to apply and obtain workers’ compensation.

JOBS

Casuals and others in precarious employ-
ment are also likely to be the first to be sacked
or face reduced hours of work.

The cost-cutting measures have begun.
Qantas is cancelling a quarter of its flights
over the next twelve months. Universities
are slashing the number of courses and
jobs because of the drop off of Chinese

What is
the Communist Party?

The Workers’ Weekly l

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA We acknowledge the Sovereignty of the First Nations’ Peoples.

COVID-19
OVT MUST ACT NOW!

students. The University of Tasmania is
going to cut the number of courses by
seventy-five per cent with a consequential
loss of jobs. Contract and casual staff will
be the first to go.

The government should abolish the wait-
ing period for unemployment benefits and
pay benefits to anyone laid off or had their
wages cut because of coronavirus.

It should also increase the Newstart
allowance by at least $95 a week, the amount
being called for by the Australian Council
of Social Services. This would also give the
economy a stimulus as it puts money into
the pockets of people who would spend it.

There should also be job guarantees of
return to work for anyone who had to self-
isolate or caught the virus. An accommoda-
tion security guarantee is required to prevent
evictions if people cannot pay rent so that
they do not become homeless.

RECESSION HERE WE COME!

The economy was sliding downwards a
slippery slope well before the bushfires and
coronavirus hit. It needed a stimulus then
and now needs an even larger stimulus.

The many small businesses in tourism,
already hit by the bushfires, are taking
another blow with the loss of business due
to the virus. If the government does not
step in quickly and with decisive action to
instil confidence and guarantee people’s
incomes, the whole economy could come
tumbling down.
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Tourism and education have already
taken a hit with a double whammy for tour-
ism which is still reeling from the bushfires.
Other small businesses are facing bankruptcy
because imports from China have declined
as a result of disruptions to shipping.
In some ports there are reports of an
eighty per cent drop in containers arriving
from China, hitting the retail and manufac-
turing sectors, especially those who rely on
“just-in-time” management.
The promised stimulus and coronavirus
packages, still to be released at the time of
writing, must include the following elements:
 Increase Newstart allowance by $95 per
week
Restoration of penalty rates
Government support for small business
to retain staff
Expand the public health system
Increase in the minimum wage — every
extra dollar would be spent in the
economy
Abolish waiting periods for Newstart
Accommodation security guarantee
Legislate for income guarantee
Government to commence putting in
place a requisition and distribution
program to control and ensure stocks of
medical essentials
» Government to take over private
hospitals for public use as long as the
crisis lasts

» Make bulk billing by doctors and
pathologists compulsory. &
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CLASS INEQUALITY
IN HOARDING

Over the last few weeks, Australian shoppers have
suffered a full-blown case of FOMO (Fear of missing
out) syndrome over the nation’s toilet paper supply.
This has resulted in leaving supermarkets utterly bare
of the hygiene product or has forced them to impose
purchase limits on the amount shoppers can buy. The
“panic buying” stems from the paranoia around the
Coronavirus, with families fearing that they will have
to isolate themselves, leaving them with limited quanti-
ties of goods.

However, the “supply shortage” is nothing but a fig-
ment of the public’s imagination. For starters, Australia
doesn’t import toilet paper; most of Australia’s supply
is manufactured in South Australia. According to the
ABC, the perceived shortage, amplified by the hundreds
of photos of empty shelves, is just that, a perception,
as supermarkets, typically operate with “just in time”
inventory meaning they “they don’t like to have big
stockpiles of goods like toilet paper hanging around.”
Thus, the issue isn’t due to supply but to “panic buy-
ing,” which has escalated into several brawls across
the country (including an incident involving a knife).

With every significant situation that arises, there is
a lesson which we communists can unearth and expose.
Here we can talk about class inequality and its effects.

Firstly, let us ask a question: Who are the people
who are capable of stockpiling goods? The answer:
those with disposable incomes. That is to say, those
who belong in the bourgeois classes are capable of
spending money on acquiring an excessive amount of a
particular good without it affecting their lifestyle. Those
who belong to the lower paid sections of the working
class can only purchase what they need, which means
that many working class households will go without,
as products like toilet paper are being hoarded.

In 2011, The Australian Institute of Family Studies
(AIFS) outlined this kind of class inequality when dis-
cussing food security stating that “economic barriers
to food security are common and low-income families
often experience challenges in purchasing adequate
quantities of food.” While this specific document is
about food security, it is not hard to translate these
“economic barriers” into the challenges low-income
families face in securing other goods during a cri-
sis. Therefore, in reality, the shortages only exist for
lower-income households who don’t have the privilege
of “stocking up” as most, if not all, of their income, is
directed to immediate needs.

The class inequality in hoarding can be seen in the
extreme in Venezuela. Francisco Luzon, a businessman,
interviewed by Al Jazeera said “Distributors buy large
quantities of products here and sell them in Colombia,”
adding “People here are taking large quantities of
products meant for Venezuelans and selling them in
Colombia.” Thus, products which are subsidised by the
Venezuelan government, which makes them affordable
for Venezuelan's working-class, are being exploited by
black-market profiteers who make a fortune in other
countries. However, you won’t hear that story often
echoed as mainstream media almost unanimously
pushes a narrative that squares the blame solely on
Maduro and his predecessor Hugo Chavez.

And price-gouging, not too dissimilar to that which is
happening in Venezuela, is happening here in Australia
as well. eBay and Amazon are rampant with third-party
sellers overcharging, trying to make a quick buck on
the crisis. While the price-gouging seems only to be
happening within the third-party market, there are no
rules from preventing these transactions. A spokes-
person for the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission told Gizmodo Australia that, “The ACCC
cannot prevent or take action to stop opportunistic
excessive pricing like this, as it has no role in setting
prices and increasing prices is not in of itself conduct
that breaches the competition and consumer laws.”

What this entire shortage highlights, like all crises
show, is how disproportionately affected the working-
class is in comparison to the bourgeoise. That class
antagonisms, a feature of the capitalist system, will
always protect the rich, while those in poverty suffer.
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CELEBRATING
100 RED YEARS!

Vinnie Molina

In the lead up to our centenary the CPA has
organised a Committee of comrades based in
Sydney with representatives from Brisbane,
Melbourne, Adelaide, and Perth. The commit-
tee led by comrade Denis Doherty can be con-
tacted by email at centenary@cpa.org.au

Several activities are being planned for the cel-
ebration, with a launch event on Saturday 4th April
from 5pm at the Maritime Union of Australia, MUA
Hall in Sydney.

This celebration marks 100 years since the found-
ing of the Communist Party of Australia in Sydney on
3oth October 1920. The hashtag #100RedYears is now
part of our social media and other posts.

Celebrations will continue throughout the year from
the launch in April until the end of October. Activities
will include exhibitions, t-shirts memorabilia, his-
tory, and a conference to mark the Centenary of our
Party. There is also a special competition being run
in the Guardian for Party members, supporters, and
Guardian readers to enter. To compete applicants are
required to write to submit an article on the life and
work of an Australian revolutionary woman. Activi-
ties will also be organised in various centres around
the country.

Our aim is to look forward with strength to the
future by visiting the long history of struggle for

socialism in our country. Centenary celebrations
should unite the Party at all levels and in all centres.
Revisiting our victories and our deficiencies and
improving on them for the building of the Commu-
nist Party into the future, the struggle for socialism,
and communism.

All branches and members should aim at improv-
ing Party activity and links with working people. The
Centenary celebrations should encourage growth
and members are being called out to participate in
a recruitment drive. The Party leadership and all
members must work together ensuring the centenary
celebrations will guarantee a Party for future struggles.

With enthusiasm we will double our efforts of fund-
ing the Party and its struggles. A strong working-class
party is needed to build socialism and communism.

The Communist Party of Australia’s long history
of struggle for Aboriginal rights, workers and trade
unions is the catalyst for tomorrow’s struggle. In this
milestone members of the Party old and new must
unite and walk together to rally for a better world
which today is more than ever necessary. We will follow
the example of comrades before us who founded our
Party one hundred years ago.

Securing a better world for the working class and
saving life on the planet is a big task and requires the
work of all members of the Party spreading the word.

Long live the Communist Party of Australia, CPA

Long live the struggle for socialism! &

to the interests of the proletariat.

DIMITROV has said: A true revolutionary and proletarian leader is the fire of the
class struggle and by making Marxism-Leninism his own. It is not enough to
have a revolutionary temperament - one has to understand how to handle the
weapon of revolutionary theory. It is not enough to know theory - one must
also forge a strong character with Bolshevist steadfastness. It is not enough to
know what ought to be done - one must have the courage to carry it out. One
Mmust always be ready to do anything at any cost, which is of real service to the
working-class. One must be capable of subordinating one’s whole personal life

THE CENTENARY COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA WARMLY
INVITES YOU TO THE LAUNCH CELEBRATION OF

100 YEARS

OF THE COMMUNIST

Light Refreshments

Entry by donation

RSVP By March 8th: centenary@cpa.org.au

Many thanks to this week’s contributors.

PRESS FUND

We live in anxious times as the world faces a global pandemic of unknown proportions.
The health system is already under immense strain and will be tested to its limits as the
pandemic develops. The Guardian staff will do their best to maintain production. We
need your support to keep going. So why not make a contribution to the Press Fund. All
contributions appreciated no matter how large or small.

This week’s contributions: J & B Brown $200, M Ioranniov $20, Dr G Dittura $10
This week’s total: $230.00 Cumulative total: $1,130.00




Guardian

Australia

March 16,2020 3

ASIO CLUELESS OVER
RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM

Ryan Burley

The Australian Security Intel-
ligence Organisation (ASIO)
recently reported that it has
seen a significant increase in
right-wing extremism in our
country.

At ASIO’s inaugural Annual
Threat Assessment speech in late
February, director-general Mike
Burgess indicated that the intel-
ligence organisation was aware
that “in suburbs around Australia,
small cells regularly meet to salute
Nazi flags, inspect weapons, train
in combat and share their hateful
ideology.”

Despite being aware of the clear
increase in right-wing extremist
activity, however, Burgess told
Senate estimates last week that
his organisation “[does] not fully
understand why this is occurring.”

It is troubling — but not surpris-
ing — that the director-general of
Australia’s key intelligence agency
has publicly admitted that his
organisation does not have even
a basic understanding of the most
dangerous reactionary ideology in
modern history. One also wonders
how Burgess can make good on his
promise to combat far right extrem-
ism while simultaneously admitting
that his organisation does not fully
comprehend the threat.

If Burgess and his fellow spooks
are truly looking for answers to this
mystery, they need look no further
than the work of history’s most
effective and dedicated combat-
ants of fascist ideology: commu-
nists. By applying the science of
Marxism-Leninism, communists
have carefully analysed the anatomy
of fascism over the last century,
clearly identifying its causes, forms
and tactics.

Perhaps the most significant
early contributor to the study of

Enmore Park 10am
on the 21st of March
To Addison Road
Community Centre for
festivities from 11am.
142 Addison Road,
Marrickville

right-wing extremism was Ital-
ian communist Antonio Gramsci.
Gramsci, who was imprisoned by
the Italian fascists because of his
status within the Communist Party,
spent his years in prison dissecting
far right-wing ideology before his
untimely death due to deliberate
mistreatment by his captors.

Through his historical analysis
of the rise of the Italian far right,
Gramsci was able to demonstrate
that fascism “reinforces the hege-
monic system and the forces of
military and civil coercion at the
disposal of the traditional ruling
classes.” In other words, fascism is
a weapon used by the ruling class
to recapture control when their
power is threatened by shifting
circumstances.

Along these lines we may also
point to Karl Radek’s analogy: “Fas-
cism is the iron hoop that holds
together the collapsing barrel of
capitalism.” This sentiment was
brilliantly captured in an illustra-
tion that appeared in Eric Hass’
1963 pamphlet The reactionary
right: incipient fascism. The image
depicts a typical fascist iibermensch
placing the iron hoop of fascism
over a battered barrel labelled
“capitalism.”

There is no doubt that capi-
talism is currently under threat.
Neoliberalism has eroded basic
rights and services, which has led
to growing discontent among the
working class. More people are
beginning to accept the reality that
capitalism cannot fight climate
change. And the sickening opu-
lence of the world’s richest people
is losing its mainstream appeal
when experienced alongside the
widespread suffering caused by
global inequality.

But how does this threat to
capitalism translate into a rise in
grassroots far right extremism?

This event takes place on the land of the
Gadigal and Wangal people of the Eora Nation.

No harmony in racism!

“Organised by the Inner West Multicultural Network aniela. pepe@innerwest.nsw.gov.au

The answer lies in how mainstream
media — which is owned and con-
trolled by the global capitalist
elite — reshapes the narrative of
capitalism in crisis to place blame
on immigrants, minority groups
and the poor.

Instead of inequality being a
natural outcome of capitalism,
corporate-owned media push the
story that immigrants are “steal-
ing” a disproportionate amount
of resources. Instead of workers’
rights being taken away to increase
profits, the capitalist class uses
its vast propaganda resources to
insist that the poor are a “drain” on
society and that there is simply no
money left for rights and services.

The result is that any discontent
that ought to be directed towards
capitalism is re-routed towards
society’s most vulnerable people.
White supremacy creeps in and the
coordinates of the crisis are shifted
to an “us versus them” scenario.

The next question we might ask
is: how do these grassroots fascist
groups organise and gain traction?
To answer this question, one need
only follow the money.

There is growing evidence of
global far right financial networks
that consist of a mixture of peer-
to-peer crowdfunding as well as
corporate sponsorship, both explicit
and covert.

In May 2019, UK news outlet
The Independent reported that far
right extremist groups in the UK,
the US and Europe were being
bolstered by international financial
cooperation. The report indicated
that white nationalist group Gen-
eration Identity and the neo-Nazi
terrorist organisation National
Action were among the European
examples profiting from “interna-
tional connectivity.”

These groups use online
crowdfunding platforms to raise
funds for meetings, propaganda
resources and general organisation.
For example, the Australian white
supremacist accused of carrying
out the Christchurch massacre in
2019 was inspired by the Genera-
tion Identity group and reportedly
donated money to the group’s Aus-
trian branch. These groups also
make use of online message boards
to spread their hateful propaganda
and to recruit disillusioned youths.

UK-based neo-Nazi group Blood
& Honour holds several concerts
every year to raise funds for grass-
roots fascist organisations. Blood &
Honour has even purchased land
in Lincolnshire so that these fascist
events can be held without inter-
ference by the police, which speaks
volumes about the codependent
relationship between fascism, pri-
vate property, and the state.

High profile fascist individuals
like Britain’s white supremacist
thug Tommy Robinson are benefit-
ing from blatant corporate sponsor-
ship. In 2019, Philadelphia-based
right-wing think tank The Middle
East Forum (MEF) spent roughly
US$60,000 on “Free Tommy”
demonstrations in London follow-
ing Robinson’s imprisonment for
drug-related offences. According

to its website, the MEF “promotes
American interests in the Middle
East and protects Western values
from Middle Eastern threats.”

Also in 2019, Robinson was
invited to the United States for
public speaking engagements by
several Republican congressmen.
Donald Trump Jr. has used Twit-
ter to publicly show his support for
Robinson and Fox News commen-
tator Tucker Carlson gave ample
airtime to Robinson’s legal woes
for the benefit of his conservative
US audience.

The complicity of high-profile
capitalists, politicians and main-
stream media outlets in giving
fascists a platform is plain for
everyone to see. Yet ASIO claims
that it has been utterly blindsided
by the rise in far-right extremist
groups in Australia.

Given that intelligence organisa-
tions across the world are report-
ing an increase in far right-wing
extremism and that a great deal
of work is being done to uncover
the financial links connecting these
groups, ASIO’s ham-fisted response
to the Australian situation is utterly
ridiculous.

The theory behind how fascism
develops is well known. Right-wing
terrorist acts are becoming more
common. White supremacists and
fascists all over the world are using
crowdfunding and online message
forums to organise and recruit new
members. Yet in spite of the mount-
ing evidence, the spooks at ASIO
throw up their hands and claim
to have no idea what is going on.

The upsetting truth of the
situation is that ASIO’s ignorance
regarding right-wing extremism
boils down to the fact that the intel-
ligence agency has no real interest
in combatting this kind of extrem-
ism. Their dedication to fighting
Islamist extremism makes sense,
since they consider this ideology to
be a threat to our “way of life” (i.e.
capitalism). Likewise, their grow-
ing interest in left-wing “extrem-
ism” makes perfect sense given
ASIO’s responsibility to shield the
bourgeois state from anti-capitalist
sentiment.

When it comes to far right-
wing extremism, however, ASIO is
in an awkward position. Fascism,
as Gramsci revealed, is a tool for
reinforcing the hegemony of the
capitalist class. Meanwhile, ASIO’s
prime directive is to safeguard the
status quo of capitalist “democracy.”
In this sense, ASIO’s mission is pre-
cisely the same as Generation Iden-
tity, National Action or the Proud
Boys. The only difference is how
these groups present themselves
and how they go about fulfilling
their shared mission.

What the ASIO announcement
reveals is that we cannot rely on the
intelligence agencies of the bour-
geois state to mount any kind of
meaningful resistance to the rising
tide of far-right extremism. Anti-
fascist action has always been and
will always be the burden of ordi-
nary working people who believe
in the common rights of all human
beings. &
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The decision to close the AAP News-
wire business in June and its Pagemas-
ters sub-editing operation in August
is a gross abandonment of responsi-
bility by its shareholders — Australia’s
major media outlets. MEAA calls on the
investors to recognise that they can-
not fulfil their duty to inform the com-
munity without delivering a solution
to fill the enormous void left if AAP is
not available to perform its function.

MEAA Media federal president Marcus
Strom said: “There are at least 180 editorial
jobs at stake — making AAP a major media
operation. Any decision to abandon AAP
will be devastating for our members and
AAP staff and we will do all in our power to
support them.

“This decision will also devastate the
media industry and the communities it
serves. AAP’s shareholders must realise
the prospect they face should they abandon
AAP. Look at the news stories, the photos,
the coverage, the quotes and the enormous
spectrum of excellent journalism that AAP
has supplied over the past eighty-five years.
AAP delivers news, photos and sub-editing
services that the major media groups either
cannot or will not.

“Beancounters at the top of media
organisations might think they can soldier
on without AAP, but the reality is it will leave
a huge hole in news coverage. Filling those
holes will fall to already overburdened news-
room journalists. Or coverage will simply
cease to occur.

“AAP has also trained generations of
journalists and has been an excellent start
for many of Australia’s top journalists. It is
reckless and short-sighted of media bosses
to jettison this wonderful media institution.

“To lose AAP is to deny Australians across
the nation of essential news and information.”

MEAA says this media crisis stems from
the failure of the federal government to effec-
tively deal with the damage being inflicted
on news media by digital content aggrega-
tors, search engines and social media has
on news content makers.

Australia

CLOSING AAP NEWSWIRE
IS IRRESPONSIBLE;
GOVERNMENT MUST ACT TO
REIN IN DIGITAL GIANTS

Statement: Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance (MEAA)
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The impact these global digital behemoths
have had on media revenues was investigated
by the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission’s digital platform inquiry, but
the government response to the inquiry was
inadequate.

Strom said: “Google and Facebook are
riding the coattails of news outlets, using
the outlet’s news stories to lure away their
audiences and advertisers which leads to
the platforms also taking from the revenue
streams that those news outlets sorely need.
This erosion of media revenues through the
proliferation of sharing of content for free by
the giant digital platforms is a major cause
of why AAP is losing subscriber revenue.”

In its submission to the ACCC, MEAA
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called for a percentage of revenue to be
levied on digital platforms for the use of
media content, with the funding then to be
retained and distributed through a Public
Interest Journalism Fund. AAP made a
similar proposal in its submission.

MEAA chief executive Paul Murphy said:
“In its final response to the ACCC inquiry last
year, the federal government failed to pick
up on this recommendation or even to intro-
duce proper regulation of digital platforms.
The AAP crisis makes it imperative that this
proposal be revisited. The government must
deal with the serious case of market failure
that is resulting in a decline in quality public
interest journalism, which is essential for
our democracy.
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He added: “It’s also incumbent on the
media shareholders to not depart the field
leaving AAP in such a state. AAP’s sharehold-
ers must explore every opportunity to keep
it in operation. Hasty incorrect decision-
making achieves nothing. Other ownership
and funding structures must be considered.
To do less is irresponsible and a genuine
threat to the public’s right to know.”

MEAA is currently consulting with its
members and MEAA House Committee dele-
gates at AAP to ensure the company’s editorial
staff can have maximum input to developing
strategies to assist the company. &

WORKERS MUST BE SUPPORTED
THROUGH CORONAVIRUS

United Workers Union — the
union for 150,000 Australians
in a range of essential indus-
tries — is calling for workers
to be supported as concerns
around coronavirus (COVID-
19) escalate nationally.

Union Director Carolyn Smith
said now was the time for all Aus-
tralians to get behind the workers
who keep our communities running.

“Our members’ work reaches
millions of people every single day
of their lives. It is working people
who are on the frontline of the
coronavirus threat,” Ms Smith said.

“We need significant back-up
and support — from employers and
from government — to deal with
this global health crisis.”

The union is calling for the
following key commitments to
be put in place immediately to
ensure workers are safe and
don’t lose out under this global
health crisis:

« If workers cannot work due to
coronavirus risks, they should
not lose pay
The federal government needs
to support workers and the
community
« Workers must be entitled
to avoid unsafe workplace
situations
« Workers must be consulted
about employer response to
coronavirus
Workers falling into special
categories (including higher

risk and carers) must be
supported

» Workers must be supplied with
appropriate personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Ms Smith said the union would
be writing to hundreds of employers
and politicians, reminding them of
their responsibility to ensure the
safety and wellbeing of workers.

“Already we have seen employ-
ers and the federal government try
to shirk their role in supporting our
workers through these challenging
times,” she said.

“Any federal government assist-
ance package must be targeted
to supporting workers, including
casual and low paid.

“Instead Scott Morrison and

the federal Coalition is focussed
on helping big business get out of
paying sick leave. Airport workers
have had to fight for PPE and had
their shifts cut, while cleaners have
been asked to clean the Diamond
Princess cruise ship without any
safety information.

“We want to reassure our mem-
bers that ensuring they are safe
and fairly paid is our top priority.”

United Workers Union mem-
bers work in frontline industries
including education, aged care,
health care, emergency services,
cleaning, security, logistics and
farms. &

UNITED

WORKERS UNION
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Seamus Carey

The Communist Party of Australia is
the Marxist-Leninist Party in Australia;
but what is a Marxist-Leninist Party?

A simple answer would be that it is a
political party that adheres to Marxism-
Leninism in its theory, organisational meth-
ods, and political practice. This definition is
correct in terms of fact. But this definition,
even if followed by an extensive explanation
of Marxism-Leninism itself, would obscure
the most important key characteristics of the
Marxist-Leninist Party’s position in society
and in political struggle.

In 1847, Marx and Engels wrote in The
Communist Manifesto:

“The Communists are distinguished
from the other working-class parties by
this only: 1. In the national struggles

of the proletarians of the different
countries, they point out and bring to
the front the common interests of the
entire proletariat, independently of all
nationality. 2. In the various stages of
development which the struggle of the
working class against the bourgeoisie
has to pass through, they always and
everywhere represent the interests of the
movement as a whole.”

When reading the Manifesto and apply-
ing it to modern conditions, we must take
note of the advice given by Marx and Engels
themselves in their preface written twenty-
five years later:

“However much that state of things may
have altered during the last twenty-five
years, the general principles laid down
in the Manifesto are, on the whole, as
correct today as ever. Here and there,
some detail might be improved. The
practical application of the principles will
depend, as the Manifesto itself states,
everywhere and at all times, on the
historical conditions for the time being
existing [...]”

With that in mind, is the above descrip-
tion of the defining features of the Communist
Party still accurate, over 170 years later, with
regards to the modern Communist Party —
the Marxist-Leninist Party?

We must find that in fact it is still accu-
rate. However, some additional comments
must be made to suit our modern context
and proceeding from these we can devise
another version of this description.

The common thread between the two
points delineated by Marx and Engels is
that the Communist Party alone is guided
by a consistent scientific ideology which

WHAT IS
THE COMMUNIST PARTY?

positions it as uniquely capable of leading
the political struggle of the proletarian class.
It is uniquely capable of overcoming certain
forms of short-sightedness and misdirection,
such as national chauvinism, temporary set-
backs, and secondary contradictions.

This is further clarified in the Manifesto,
which argues that the Communist Party has
“the advantage of clearly understanding
the line of march, the conditions, and the
ultimate general results of the proletarian
movement.”

The Manifesto also states earlier in the
text that the Party has “no interests sepa-
rate and apart from those of the proletariat
as a whole.”

Thus, we could say:

“The Communist Party, or Marxist-
Leninist Party, is: 1. A political party with
the sole aim of fighting to further the
interests of the proletarian class. 2. The
only party which adheres to the scientific
ideology necessary to comprehensively
identify, consistently adhere to, and carry
to their conclusion, those interests.”

That ideology is Marxism-Leninism.

This description, while quite different
in form, is no different in content to that
given by Marx and Engels. The most notable
feature of the original that this lacks is the
emphasis placed on the principle we now call
proletarian internationalism. By rephrasing
in a way which erases this emphasis, am I
implying that the principle of proletarian
internationalism is any less important today?

By no means. However, the emphasis
placed upon it in this context had a particular
relevance at the time of its writing that has
since undergone a significant transformation.
It was written in Europe right at the historical
moment of the political ascent of nationalism.
This ascent occurred together with the final
transformation of the bourgeoisie’s historical
role from progressive force to reactionary,
and the emergence of the proletariat as the
new and final progressive class. Nationalism,
along with the appropriation of the feudal
ideology of religion by the bourgeoisie, served
as the most powerful ideological barriers to
proletarian class consciousness.

Thus, at the time, being either an oppo-
nent of nationalism or an atheist was widely
considered synonymous with being a Com-
munist. Thus, convincing a reader of inter-
nationalism or atheism was a very effective
means of encouraging them towards Com-
munism. The former was perhaps easier than
the latter and has a direct class component.

Matters have since become somewhat
more complicated. Certain forms of both
opposition to nationalism and to religion
have arisen that are not Communist, and
sometimes even reactionary. This does not

change the correctness of these positions in
their proper forms.

Examples are the sort of “international-
ism” represented by capitalist globalisation
and multinational corporations, and the
examples of what I might call “imperialist
solidarity” such as that observed between
countries like the US and UK, or US and
Israel. Another is condescending or aggres-
sive attitudes held by many “leftists” in
imperialist countries towards progressive
national liberation movements of exploited
and dependent countries.

The emergence of the great importance of
national independence in the global politics
of the present era adds more nuance to our
modern concept of internationalism.

These complications are some of the many
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results of the development of a new historical
phase, the era of imperialism. The importance
of the new additions to the body of Marxist
theory made in analysing this development
and its consequences, exemplified by Lenin’s
contributions, is the crucial reason for the
use of the term “Marxism-Leninism” to
describe modern scientific Communism, and
“Marxist-Leninist” to describe the modern
Communist Party.

Thus, we could add to our description of
the Party a corollary “1.1. The only consistent
anti-imperialist, proletarian international-
ist party, which supports the struggles of
all the working people of the world on the
bases of working-class power, solidarity, and
independence.” &

Len Lean

Maritime shipping is still the
most carbon-efficient form of
transporting goods — far more
than road or air. All forms of
transport must be made more
environmentally friendly by
the use of alternative fuels
where practicable and by
tightening regulations on the
discharge of toxic substances
into the environment.

But despite Maritime ship-
ping being the most carbon-
efficient form of transporting
goods marine fuel is often made
up of heavy fuel oil and diesel
oil. Marine fuel, also known as

MARINE FUEL FOR SHIPS
A LITTLE CLEANER NOW

bunker fuel, is considered the
lowest grade of fuel. This has
resulted in the International
Maritime Organisation (IMO)
implementing a new sulphur
content in emissions require-
ment on marine fuel.

The old requirement was
a limit of 3.5 per cent mass by
mass sulphur for ships operating
outside Emission Control Areas,
the new requirement which
came into effect in January 2020
requires a limit of 0.5 per cent
mass by mass sulphur, which is
a clear positive step forward for
the global environment.

However, marine fuel still
emits high amounts of fine and

ultrafine particulate matter
(PM2.5 and under 1 micrometre),
Sulphur Oxides (SOx), Nitrogen
Oxides (NOx), metals, polycy-
clic aromatic hydrocarbons,

and soot. The associated health
hazards are numerous, rang-
ing from exasperating asthma,
causing cardiovascular diseases,
cancers, and it can shorten life
expectancy.

Sulphur oxides and nitrogen
oxides have the indirect effects of
ocean acidification and fertilisa-
tion, which affects the exchange
of carbon dioxide between the
atmosphere and the oceans.

Ship owners are to bear the
high costs of compliance with

the new sulphur cap limit which
is achievable in two main ways;
a) by burning fuel that has a
sulphur concentration within
the cap limit or b) by installing
emission abatement technology
(scrubbers) on board. Retrofit-
ting scrubber installation costs
millions of dollars per ship. A
high proportion of the global
fleet are already fitted with open-
loop systems, which, according
to The Lancet, “a high proportion
of the global fleet is fitted with
open-loop systems, in which the
exhaust gas is sprayed with sea-
water and the treated wastewater
is then discharged into the sea.”
There are environmental

concerns that the sulphur cap
regulation might inadvertently
convert air pollution into water
pollution when waste water is
not treated properly and is ille-
gally discharged.

Can we trust shipping
conglomerates?

Sir Isaac Newton said “To
every action there is always an
equal and opposite or contrary
reaction.”

When looking for improve-
ments and solutions for environ-
mental issues we need to keep
Newton’s genus deliberations in
mind. @&
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19th March will mark seventeen years since the first phase of the 2003
Invasion of Iraq started. Australia was one of four countries (US, UK, and

Poland) involved in these massive combat operations. Because of Australia’s

large role in the Iraq War, the CPA, along with the broader left, voiced

their opposition with large scale protests. Published in this week'’s history

section is the CPA opinion about the incursion of Irag during that time.

Earlier this month we celebrated International Women'’s Day. In
commemorating this day we are spending the next four weeks looking at
Australian Communist thought on the Women's Question. Given that the

history section is about the Iraq War, we thought it apt to look at how the

CPA has viewed the role of women during times of war. The two articles
presented here were reflections made during World War 1.

Gwen Rose

War news does not find its way into the
women’s columns, but war is just as
much women’s affair as men’s nowa-
days. Bombs are dropping; indiscrim-
inately on men, women, and children
in Poland as this is being written.

In Australia we are at present feeling the
war in a less terrible way, but at the same
time the strain and stress and continual
anxiety of world events combined with our
own personal anxieties have reached such
a pitch that we feel almost any action, any
violent emotion, would be more welcome
than the anti-climax of simply carrying on.

And this is where women feel it most.
Perhaps the household routine has never
seemed so pointless and dull as it has done
in the last weeks.

Perhaps the children have never seemed
so deliberately annoying in the whole of their
innocent little lives before.

When we reach such a nervous pitch the
time has come to take stock of ourselves and
make up our minds in what spirit we can
best attack the job in hand.

Our present feelings are, of course, merely
an intensification due to outside influences
of what has been going on all our lives.

It is only when our discontents reach
such a pitch that it is so easy consciously to
recognise and so deal with them.

SOME DO NOT SUFFER

There are some married women who do
not suffer in this way, and some mothers who
never get bad-tempered with the children,
who never even feel bad-tempered with them.

They are to be envied as much as admired
simply because in marriage and motherhood
they have found the job which suits them.

This article is for those who are not so
perfectly adjusted; for those who, whether
they know it or not, would be much more
useful and very much happier if they could
supplement their maternal life with some-
thing else.

First of all it is necessary to make the
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Women work as welders in South Australia.

point that women should have the right to
fulfil themselves in their work.

But nearly all men and most women
themselves think there is really something
wrong with a woman if she is not happy in
her narrow home-life and they blame her
for it. “She has a good husband and healthy
children. What more does she want?”

WANT MUCH MORE

Some women want much more, and
they have a right to much more. For primi-
tive woman mating and maternity and her
ordinary tasks were fully satisfying.

But human nature changes and civilised
woman is not the same as primitive woman
and so the same things do not satisfy her.

In Soviet Russia women can do the work
which interests them and at the same time
carry on the function of maternity which for

many women is an essential part of their
development.

Creches are provided for the babies of
working mothers, créches where the talents
of the good-tempered mother women, by
scientific training and by not allowing them
to be wasted when their own children are
grown up, can be used to the full.

At the same time the mother who works
at something else has free access to her child
and so can lead the all-round fuller life which
is here denied her.

She can also give the individual love which
is as important for herself as for her child.

HAPPIEST IN WORLD

The women of the Soviet Union are the
happiest women in the world today. But it
is useless to sit back and envy them.

We who have to carry on with the thing

which is called life in a capitalist State, must
make the best of it because that is one of the
ways of helping ourselves and those about
us to be strong in the struggle to overthrow
that State.

The first thing is to realise that there is
a cause for our discontents.

The second thing is to recognise that
we must find an intelligent way to satisfy
and fulfil ourselves, that we can give to our
homes and children the patience and care
which every one of us longs to give.

The third thing is to realise that there
are often activities outside the home possi-
ble to us if only we look for them, and that
in such activities some of us may find the
fuller life we crave.

This article originally appeared in the Tribune,
September 1939 &

WAR IS WOMEN’S BUSINESS

Flo Turner

Before the last great war, war
was mostly a man’s business.
It was fought by men. But with
the last war a vast change was
made.

It was then found necessary to
have an army of men behind the
front lines, ready to take the places
of those killed.

Therefore, it was necessary to
have someone to take the place of
these men at home.

Industry had to go on. Food
and clothing, more bombs and bul-
lets were needed to keep the war
going, so women and children were
organised and drafted into industry.

Women thought they were
doing well by helping their men;
they also were helping their country
defeat the enemy.

They never realised that the

capitalist class was merely exploit-
ing their labour; that their men
were getting twice the wages that
they were.

It was impossible to buy many
of the commodities of life during
that time. Then the men came
home, wounded and broken in
spirit, weary of war, anxious to
start again where they had left off
four years before.

They expected their wives or
sweethearts would go back into
their homes again, and they,
the men, would once more be
breadwinners.

But they found disillusionment
instead. They found the boss wasn’t
inclined to pay double the wages he
was paying women.

The workers began to realise
that the war had not been a war
to end war, but a war that forged
the chains of slavery stronger still.

It had been a bosses’ war,
making profits out of the lives of
the men of the country.

But now there Is a different
feeling among women to that which
prevailed in 1914.

Then, many did their best to
make the men join up immediately,
now we are eager for peace.

We know that we can go on
to Socialism with peace, and one
of the most important jobs which
we have is to make women realise
that this is an imperialist war, and
that we must use all our energies
in striving for peace, even though
Mr Menzies in his National Security
Act prohibits us from even talking
of peace.

The struggle for peace must be
paramount within as.

This article originally appeared in the
Tribune, December 1939 &

“Australian Land Army Girls” and a wheelbarrow full of vegetables during
war time service.
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The Howard Government is taking
Australia into Bush’s invasion of Iraq
and slaughter of its people. It is time
for us to declare political war against
Howard and the system that he serves.

We have every right to be angry and out-
raged because the annihilation of Iraq is a
cold, calculated act of mass murder.

Once again the rich and powerful of this
planet, the huge transnational corporations,
have sent their military machines to war to
grab land and resources which are not theirs.

Nothing could persuade Bush not to go
to war, despite the opposition of the world’s
peoples, because the US military-industrial
complex planned this modern-day barbarism
months, even years ago.

US DOMINATION

It is a war for US domination of the
Middle East, a war for oil, a war for US
supremacy over the oil-producing nations of
the Arab world. Wars against other nations
are planned.

As in the past, an Australian govern-
ment is following the US into war. Howard
has played a despicable role, lying to the
Australian people and the world about the
reasons for war and not having the guts to
face the nation in an honest debate.

The government has hidden the truth
about the US military base at Pine Gap (near
Alice Spring) which is directing the missiles
and bombs to their targets in Iraq and spying
on Iraqi communications.

The ALP leadership has also failed the
Australian people. It has never taken a clear
stand against the war and never opposed
the US troop build-up in the Middle East.
It would have sent Australians to war under
the misguided idea that the UN can lead an
invasion of a sovereign nation.

WE WILL PAY
THE COST OF WAR

Howard’s decision is also a declaration of
war against the Australian people. The cost
of the war will be paid by cuts to Medicare

Australian Communist Thought and History

STOP THE WAR
BRING THE TROOPS HOME

and public health services, by lack of money
for public education, job creation and other
social services.

As Iraqi civilians are burnt to death by US
missiles, our public hospitals will be denied
the extra funds they need to treat burn vic-
tims and other sick people properly. As US
bombs pulverise Iraqi schools, our public
education system will continue to be starved
of the funds it needs.

TRAMPLING ON DEMOCRACY

The Howard Government is morally and
politically defeated. It may still be in office
but it is now clearer than ever before that it
does not represent the Australian people. It
ignores our opinions and tramples on our
democratic rights.

Our politicians have failed the people
of Australia. They have failed the innocent
victims of war in Iraq. They have failed the
planet, plunging it into a war which could
escalate with the US already claiming the
right to use nuclear weapons.

We have to wage a political war for a new
kind of government which will listen to the
people and act in our interests. A government
which will end our military alliance with the
US and close the US bases. A government of
the people and for the people.

OUR CAMPAIGN
MUST CONTINUE

Our campaign must continue, with the
aim to stop the war and to bring the troops
home.

We need everyone’s support to bring this
country to a standstill.

Let us build the movement to stop the
war so it reaches into every city, every neigh-
bourhood, every street, every workplace in
this country.

If the government will not listen to the
overwhelming majority of the people, throw
the Howard Government out! Let us, the
people, set the agenda.

This article originally appeared in the Guardian
March 2003 &
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The ultimatum presented to
the United Nations by Bush,
Blair and Aznar (Spain) and
their planned invasion of Iraq
is a monstrous crime, not only
against the Iraqi people but
against the whole of human-
ity. The actions of the US and
British Governments which
are slavishly supported and
followed by the Australian
Government must be rejected
and condemned. It is an unjus-
tified, illegal, and evil war.

Ultimatums, unilateralism, pre-
emptive strikes, aggressive war and
the invasion of countries have now
replaced the obligations placed on
nations by the UN Charter.

The US, British and Austral-
ian Governments have ignored
the worldwide opposition to war
expressed by the massive people’s
demonstrations in many countries
including their own.

The worldwide actions and
public opinion polls consistently
show that the majority of people
oppose war against Iraq.

Not a word was said by Howard
about the humanitarian conse-
quences of the invasion of Iraq.
Millions of Iraqis will be killed or
suffer from the war for generations.

Howard’s claim that it is in our
national interests is a lie. Hatred
against the invading countries is

certain. “Win the war and lose the
world,” as one newspaper headline
warned.

The whole world, including
Australia, will feel the impact of the
war and its aftermath, including
the wars that may follow it.

It is impossible to predict
the extent of economic, political,
environmental, social and other
consequences.

Howard’s talk about Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction are
lies.

The US, Britain and Spain
refused to allow UN weapons
inspectors to continue and complete
their work as stipulated by the UN.
The fact is that in over four months
they have found no evidence that
Iraq possesses weapons of mass
destruction.

Howard’s claim that the war is
legal is another lie.

The invasion of Iraq is a viola-
tion of the UN Charter and inter-
national law. It does not carry the
endorsement of the UN Security
Council.

Neither resolution 1441 nor any
other UN resolution on Iraq author-
ises “pre-emptive war.” When gain-
ing endorsement for the resolution,
the US gave solemn assurances that
there was no “hidden agenda” or
“trigger for war.”

When the United Nations was

established in 1945 its first obliga-
tion was to “save succeeding gen-
erations from the scourge of war.”

Not only have the US, Brit-
ain and Australia (all founding
members of the UN) violated this
responsibility but the majority of
nations opposed to war have failed
to prevent the US and Britain once
again plunging the world into war.

The actions of the US and its
very few supporters show that
they only have use for the United
Nations if it gives them whatever
they want.

The ultimatums are a threat:
bow down to US demands or suffer
military attack and occupation — a
threat against the whole world.

The massive forces used
to invade and occupy Iraq are
also intended to terrorise other
countries.

It shows that the leaders of
these countries are prepared to do
anything to achieve their objectives.

Committing their military to
war, Bush, Blair, and Howard are
being driven by the imperialist
objectives of the big corporations to
control and plunder the resources
of all countries.

The extreme religious Right
are behind Bush as he imposes the
most right-wing social policies on
the people of the United States.

They are also alarmed by the

global movements against the IMF,
the World Bank, corporate globali-
sation and the rape of the environ-
ment by the big corporations.

They are facing serious capi-
talist economic crises and have
suffered serious setbacks with the
election of a number of progressive
governments in Latin America,
Africa and Asia.

These are all compelling reasons
for the Bush administration to wage
war on Iraq and other countries.

It is obvious that the decision to
go to war was taken long ago and
that the allegations of weapons of
mass destruction are a mere pretext.

Howard is dragging Australia
into wars of aggression and occu-
pation — wars without end — as the
deputy sheriff of the United States.

The threat of war has brought
into existence a huge peace move-
ment that has rapidly grown and
swept all countries. It has the eco-
nomic and political power of awak-
ened people determined to stop a
monstrous crime being committed
against the people of every country.

The warmongers are feeling
the heat, even within their own
political ranks.

It is vital that the movement
continues to grow and build in
strength, so that it can bring to a
stop US and British military aggres-
sion and occupation.

ILLEGAL

Those political parties that
support war must be opposed and
thrown out and boycotts imposed
on the corporations that are behind
war, and those newspapers (par-
ticularly those of Rupert Murdoch)
that support them.

Trade unions have a respon-
sibility as the actions of workers
can strike heavy blows at the cor-
porations that support and profit
from war.

The governments of those
countries that have opposed war
have a particular responsibility.
They have the power to direct the
economies and political policies
of their countries to undermine
the American Empire and bring it
to its knees. They must take steps
to isolate the American admin-
istration in whatever remains of
international institutions.

KEEP UP THE ACTIONS!
Stop the military rampage!
Throw out the Howard

Government!

Down with the American

Empire!

This article originally appeared in the

Guardlian, March 2003 &
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We extend our invitation to hear about the current situation
in Venezuela by Trade Union Activist Vinnie Molina (Perth)
and Saul Ruiz from ASLA (Brisbane) giving their thoughts

and experiences on their recent visit to Caracas for the First

Antiimperialist Meeting held last 22-24 January.

To express their solidarity with the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela and legitimate President Nicolas Maduro.
We will discuss the impact of the economic war on

the people of Venezuela.

Free Event

Guardian

g Sydney Vigil
STOP

USA BLOCKADE

| ON CUBA

Also:\ solidarity with Venezvela & Gaza
|

5:30 pm Tuesday March 17
Sydney Martin Place outside of US Consulate Office

Something to say?
Write to

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

INTERNATIONAL WORKING
WOMEN'’S DAY - SYDNEY, NSW

Daniel Fisher

On Sunday 8th March, over
twenty members and friends
of the Communist Party of
Australia gathered in the party
national headquarters in Syd-
ney to celebrate International
Working Women’s Day. This
occasion was marked by an
address by Comrade Anna Pha,
a subsequent discussion facili-
tated by Comrade Dorothy and
an afternoon tea contributed
to by the male party members
of the Sydney District. This
event was organised by the
Sydney District Committee.
Participants heard about the
significance of IWD to the social-
ist movement, the progress made
by historical struggles to advance
gender equality and increase wom-
en’s rights and the need for further
struggle. It was noted that Interna-
tional Working Women’s Day has
been hijacked and watered down
in recent years by representatives
of the ruling class; exemplified in
the dropping of ‘Working’ from the
name of this day in most liberal and
mainstream commemorations of
International Women’s Day. The
problems of a “class-blind” bour-
geois liberal obfuscation of this kind
were criticised by the Communist
Revolutionary Alexandra Kollontai,
who was the first woman to be a
member of government following
the Russian revolution and the
first woman to hold the position of
Ambassador in a diplomatic post-
ing. She said in her work The Social
basis of the Women question that
“so long as the bourgeois women
and their [proletarian] ‘younger
sisters’ are equal in their inequality,
the former can, with complete sin-
cerity, make great efforts to defend
the general interests of women. But
once the barrier is down and the
bourgeois women have received

access to political activity, the
recent defenders of the ‘rights of
all women’ become enthusiastic
defenders of the privileges of their
class, content to leave the younger
sisters with no rights at all.”

Simultaneously it was noted
that there is a long way to go in
achieving full equality. Resolutely
eliminating the scourge of domestic
violence from society is a crucial
area for further work. As was pre-
viously reported in The Workers’
Weekly Guardian by Anna Pha,
“one woman dies every week at
the hands of her partner or former
partner. This is not acceptable.
One death is too many. The recent
tragic death of Hannah Clarke and
her three young children by her
estranged partner brought home the
failure of governments to take the
need for preventative measures seri-
ously.” In this context the cutbacks
by governments to women’s refuges
and other support services, and the
collusion with religious conserva-
tives to subvert the family court
and increase economic inequality
are criminal and sexist attacks on
the working class and particularly
women workers.

International Working Wom-
en’s day was first initiated by the
Socialist movement in 1910 by
notable socialists including Clara
Zetkin, and later rose to great
prominence during the February
Revolution that led to the collapse
of the Russian empire and opened
the way towards the socialist revo-
lution that led to the establishment
of the first socialist country, the
Soviet Union. International Work-
ing Women’s Day was celebrated
throughout the socialist countries
and is still celebrated by the Inter-
national Communist Movement.
It will continue to be celebrated
by the workers of the world for a
long time to come. &
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Scott Ritter

This week’s meeting between Presi-
dents Putin and Erdogan in Moscow
was cast as preventing a war between
Russia and Turkey in Syria. War, how-
ever, was never on the horizon. Putin
called Erdogan’s bluff, and the Turk
folded.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Turkish President Recep Erdogan, accom-
panied by their respective senior national
security advisers, met in Moscow on 5th
March. The purpose of this emergency
summit was to negotiate the terms of a
ceasefire that would bring an end to heavy
fighting in Syria’s Idlib province that threat-
ened to draw their two nations into direct
military conflict. After more than six hours
of meeting, a new agreement, packaged as an
“additional protocol” to the Memorandum
on Stabilization of the Situation in the De-
escalation Area as of September 17, 2018
(better known as the Sochi Agreement), was
agreed to by both parties.

A SPUTTERING OFFENSIVE

Over the course of a week, from 27th
February through 5th March, Syria’s Idlib
province transitioned from being ground zero
for a war between the Syrian army and allied
forces, and heavily armed groups opposed to
the rule of Syrian President Bashar Assad,
into a geopolitical powder keg that threatened
to pull the Turkish and Russian militaries
into direct conflict with one another. On
1st March, Turkey, following up on threats
previously made by President Erdogan to
drive the Syrian Army and its allies back
to the line of demarcation set forth in the
original Sochi Agreement, unleashed a major
offensive, dubbed Operation Spring Shield
and involving thousands of Turkish troops
fighting alongside anti-Assad formations.

This operation soon fizzled; not only was
the Turkish advance halted in its tracks, but
the Syrian Army, supported by Hezbollah and
pro-Iranian militias, were able to recapture
much of the territory lost in the earlier fight-
ing. Faced with the choice of either escalat-
ing further and directly confronting Russian
forces, or facing defeat on the battlefield,
Erdogan instead flew to Moscow.

The new additional protocol, which
entered into effect at midnight Moscow time
on Friday, 6th March, represents a strategic
defeat for Erdogan and the Turkish military
which, as NATO’s second-largest standing
armed force, equipped and trained to the
highest Western standards, should have
been more than a match for a rag-tag Syrian
Army, worn down after nine years of non-stop
combat. The Syrian armed forces, together
with its allies, however, fought the Turks to a
standstill. Moreover, the anti-Assad fighters
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IS SUGAR-COATING
THE TURKS’ SURRENDER
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Presidents Putin and Erdogan in Moscow.

that had been trained and equipped by the
Turks proved to be a disappointment on
the battlefield.

One of the major reasons behind the Turk-
ish failure was the fact that Russia controlled
the air space over Idlib, denying the Turks
the use of aircraft, helicopters and (except
for a single 48-hour period) drones, while
apparently using their own aircraft, together
with the Syrian Air Force, to pummel both the
Turkish military and their allied anti-Assad
forces (though neither side has officially
confirmed the Russians bombing the Turks —
that would be a disaster for the talks). In the
end, the anti-Assad fighters were compelled
to take shelter within so-called “Observation
posts” — heavily fortified Turkish garrisons
established under the Sochi Agreement,
intermingling with Turkish forces to protect
themselves from further attack. Operation
Spring Shield turned out to be a resounding
defeat for the Turks and their allies.

PROBLEMS TALKING
DOESN’T SOLVE

Under the terms of the original Sochi
Agreement, the Turkish military was sup-
posed to oversee the removal of heavily
armed anti-Assad forces, including Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), a designated terrorist
organization, from so-called “de-escalation
zones.” The failure to accomplish this task,
coupled with continued attacks against Syrian
positions by HTS fighters, prompted the
Syrian Army’s attack in Idlib. The additional
protocol negotiated this week in Moscow

“reaffirms” the Turkish and Russian “dedica-
tion” to “combat all forms of terrorism” and
to “eliminate all terrorist groups in Syria.”
How this will be implemented is not
spelled out in the additional protocol, indeed,
given the fact that the majority of the anti-
Assad forces that have sought refuge in the
Turkish observation posts are HTS fighters
that had, just a week before, been provided
arms and vehicles to carry out attacks coordi-
nated with the Turkish Army, the practicali-
ties of implementation appear non-existent.
The agreement also focuses on another
critical, yet unfulfilled, aspect of the original
Sochi agreement — the guarantee of safe pas-
sage along the strategic M4 and M5 highway
corridors connecting the city of Aleppo with
Latakia (M4) and Damascus (M5). The inabil-
ity and/or unwillingness on the part of the
Turks to follow through with this provision
was the major impetus behind the current
Syrian offensive in Idlib. Indeed, the Syrian
Army was able to gain full control of the M5
highway and was in the process of doing the
same for the M4 highway when the Moscow
agreement brought an end to the fighting.
Under the terms of the additional pro-
tocol, the new zones of de-escalation will be
defined by the frontlines as they currently
exist, securing the hard-won advances made
by the Syrian Army and embarrassing Erdog-
an, who had promised to drive the Syrians
back to the positions as they existed at the
time of the original Sochi Agreement. Moreo-
ver, the M4 highway will now be buffered by
a 12-kilometer security zone (six kilometres
on each side), and will be jointly patrolled
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by Turkey and Russia, guaranteeing secure
passage for commercial vehicle traffic. These
patrols will begin on 15th March, which
means the Turks have ten days to oversee
the evacuation of anti-Assad forces from this
corridor—in effect, pushing them back north
of the M4 highway, which was the goal of the
Syrian offensive to begin with.

BACK IN LINE,
BUT FOR HOW LONG?

While couched as a ceasefire agreement,
the additional protocol produced by the
Moscow summit between Putin and Erdogan
on Thursday is a thinly disguised instrument
of surrender. The Syrian government got
everything it was looking for by launching
its offensive, and the Turks and their anti-
Assad allies were left licking their wounds in
a much-reduced Idlib pocket. Beyond pre-
venting direct conflict between Turkey and
Russia, the additional protocol achieves little
that changes the situation on the ground.

Turkey is still faced with the task of dis-
arming the HTS fighters it currently embraces
as allies, and the humanitarian crisis trig-
gered by hundreds of thousands of refugees
displaced by the earlier fighting remains.

In many ways, the additional protocol,
like its antecedent, the Sochi Agreement, is
an arrangement designed to fail, because by
succeeding it only perpetuates an unsustain-
able reality that will only be resolved when
the totality of Syrian territory is restored to
the control of the Syrian government.
Russia Today @
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Elson Concepcion Pérez

The current US President again threat-
ens military action against Venezuela
and continues sanctioning govern-
ments and companies with ties to the
Bolivarian Republic and Cuba.

More than 200 years have passed since
James Monroe became the fifth president of
the United States. Unlike Donald Trump, he
had been a soldier, lawyer, senator, gover-
nor, and even Secretary of State. Trump, the
country’s 45th President, a multimillionaire
inexperienced in politics, has done nothing
more than repeat what was said and done
by the inventor of the “America for Ameri-
cans” doctrine.

What is common in what happened in
1823 and what is happening today is that
Monroe’s philosophy is being dusted off by
Trump, to making a reality of the notion that
the nations of Latin America are Washing-
ton’s backyard.

The latest threat to Venezuela of a possi-
ble military intervention, the recent coup in
Bolivia under the auspices of the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS), the tighten-
ing of the blockade of Cuba, destabilisation
in Nicaragua, and open interference in the
internal affairs of countries in the region,
where democratic governments have set the
standards for development and sovereignty,
do not come as a surprise.

“Here in the Western Hemisphere we
are committed to maintaining our inde-
pendence from the intrusion of expansionist
foreign powers,” Trump stated at the United
Nations General Assembly in New York in
2018. “It has been the formal policy of our
country, since President James Monroe, that
we reject interference by foreign nations in
this hemisphere and in our own affairs,” he
added cynically.

In February 2018, then Secretary of State
for the Trump administration, Rex Tillerson,
said, “the Monroe Doctrine is as relevant
today as it was on the day it was written.”

On that same date, another member of
the President’s group of hawks, John Bolton,
said in an article in The Hill, that Russian
interference in Latin America could inspire
Trump to reaffirm the Monroe Doctrine.

This is how this first term of office is
going, for a President who intends to be re-
elected next November.

This is a state in which, in 1904, Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt established that
if a European country threatened the rights
or property of US citizens or companies in
a Latin American nation, the government
was obliged to intervene in the affairs of that
country to remedy the situation.

In these cases, we must consider what
leaders of the US empire have understood
and understand today, regarding the rights
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or properties of US citizens or companies.
The Helms-Burton Act made their preten-
sions law.

Let us not forget the long list of US
interventions in Latin American nations,
to make sure their colonial status was not
threatened, including invasions, coups,
and blockades, and other hostile actions.
While, at the time, Washington denied its
role in overthrowing governments, docu-
ments declassified years later by their own
institutions reveal the truth.

The US website Bloomberg recently noted
that the United States continues to consider
the military option to overthrow Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro.

In the February 21 article, an official of
the Trump administration was quoted as
saying, “President Donald Trump is frus-
trated that pressure is building too slowly
on Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
and is still considering military options in
the country, including a naval blockade.”

Invoking Monroe and his “doctrine,”
Trump issued threatening warnings to
companies that continue to do business
with Venezuela, including India Reliance
Industries; Repsol of Spain; the US oil com-
pany Chevron; and several Greek shipping
companies.

The article continues citing the unnamed
official, “The administration continues to
pursue what he called the Trump doctrine to
foster democratic governments throughout
the Western Hemisphere, akin to the Monroe
Doctrine, which warned against European
colonization efforts in the Americas two cen-
turies ago,” adding that “Venezuela, Cuba,
and Nicaragua remain impediments” to this
plan. Not much has changed in 197 years.

IN CONTEXT

US-BACKED COUPS IN
LATIN AMERICA AND
THE CARIBBEAN 1948-2019

Venezuela

» 24th November, 1948, President
Romulo Gallegos was deposed

« Coup against President Hugo Chavez
fails on 11th April, 2002

Paraguay

« In May, General Alfredo Stroessner led a
coup against President Federico Chaves
and installed a bloody dictatorship

Guatemala

 In June 1954, coup against Guatemalan
President Jacobo Arbenz

Dominican Republic

 In September 1963 President John
Bosch overthrown

Brazil

« On 31st March 1964 a coup against
President Joao Goulart, followed by
twenty-one years of dictatorship
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US-backed coups in Latin America and the Caribbean over the last 70 years. (Image: RT)

Argentina

o In June 1966, President Arturo Illia
overthrown by a coup

 In 1976 another coup took place, this
time against President Maria Estela
Martinez de Peron

Bolivia

e On 21st August 21 1971, Hugo Banzer
Suarez led a coup

« Coup against re-elected President Evo
Morales on 10th November, 2019

Uruguay

 Juan Maria Bordaberry, with the
support of the CIA, established a de
facto government in 1973

Chile

« Military coup against Salvador Allende,
led by Augusto Pinochet with full
support of the CIA in 1973

El Salvador

« 15th October 1979 President Carlos
Humberto Romero overthrown, causing

a civil war that lasted twelve years and
left at least 70,000 dead and thousands
more missing.

Panama

« 20th December 1989 direct intervention
by more than 20,000 U.S. soldiers to
overthrow the President and massacre
the civilian population

Peru

« On 5th April 51992 President Alberto
Fujimori carried out a “self-coup” in his
country, with the support of the Armed
Forces

Haiti

+ On 29th February 2004 President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide forced to leave the
country

Honduras

« In June 2009 coup staged against
President Manuel Zelaya.
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