
Anna Pha

There has been an insidious erosion 
of women’s rights over recent dec-
ades in line with the ascendancy of 
the extreme Right and Labor’s drift 
from its former social democratic val-
ues. Under the Abbott/Turnbull/Mor-
rison governments this process has 
accelerated, driving increasing num-
bers of women into poverty, home-
lessness, and putting them at risk of 
violent partners.

One woman dies every week at the hands 
of her partner or former partner. This is 
not acceptable. One death is too many. The 
recent tragic death of Hannah Clarke and 
her three young children by her estranged 
partner brought home the failure of gov-
ernments to take the need for preventative 
measures seriously.

Instead, governments have cut funding 
to women’s refuges, legal services, mental 
health services, safe housing, and other 
important programs to assist women and 
their families attempting to escape the terror 
of domestic violence.

Even when they do fl ee, the obstacles 
facing them are at times insurmountable 
due to over-demand on support services 
and income loss if they take time off  work.

At present all employees are entitled to 
fi ve days unpaid family and domestic vio-
lence leave per annum under the National 
Employment Standards. The trade union 
movement is pushing for paid domestic 
violence leave and has had some success in 
the Victorian public sector.

Trapped
“Paid domestic violence leave is an impor-

tant universal right all workers should have 
access to,” the Australian Services Union 
(ASU) says on its website.

“Women need to know that their work-
place has a commitment to supporting them 
through paid leave to speak out, seek help and 
take action if they are aff ected by domestic 
violence. Economic dependency traps people 
in violent relationships.

This important workplace right will 
save lives.”

Fear over the consequences if they leave 
and are tracked down by the abusive partner 
also traps some women. Women need the 
full range of support services to be able to 
leave in safety to safety.

Paid Leave
Clause 48 of the Victorian Public Sector 

agreement – Family Violence Leave – com-
mits the Victorian government departments 
and agencies to providing support to staff  
that experience family violence.

“Leave for family violence purposes 
is available to Employees who are expe-
riencing family violence to allow them to 
be absent from the workplace to attend 
counselling appointments, legal proceed-
ings and other activities related to, and 
as a consequence of, family violence,” the 
agreement states.

The paid leave is for up to twenty days 
per annum and is fl exible as to when it can 
be taken. The defi nition of violence includes 
physical, sexual, fi nancial, verbal or emotional 
abuse by a family member.

The agreement also includes a number 
of measures that an employer should take 
to support the person upon a reasonable 
request. It was negotiated under the Labor 
Andrews government.

Economic Inequality
As the ASU pointed out, economic 

dependence can be a factor in whether women 
leave for safety. Government payments to 
single parents are punitive and judgemental, 
as though it is the fault of the woman who 
was abused and left for the safety of herself 
and her children.

Women are far more likely to be in 
casual and other forms of insecure, low-
paid work. At the same time, they carry the 
main responsibility for caring for children. 
Early childhood education is prohibitively 
expensive, despite all the hype by the federal 
government about subsidies.

Australia’s workforce is still highly 
segregated, with women largely concen-
trated in low or lower paid jobs – “women’s 
work” – which includes some highly skilled 
professions.

As for the much-touted “glass ceiling,” the 
majority of working class, single parent, and 
Indigenous women are more worried about 
crashing through the rotting fl oor boards of 
capitalist exploitation.

Erosion of Support 
Mechanisms

The government has cut funding to a 
number of organisations providing important 
services to women. The cuts run contrary to 
an increasing demand for services.

At the same time the government is qui-
etly introducing its own perverse notion of 
“equality” by redirecting some of the funding 
from women’s programs to organisations to 
assist men.

The Family Court is on the chopping 
block, waiting to be axed by Parliament. 
While the Family Court could benefi t with 
some reforms, abolishing it is not the answer. 
It is women who will be disadvantaged.

On paper women might have equal 
pay but in reality it is far from the truth. 
In the occupations where women are con-
centrated, wages are lower for work and 
skills of equivalent value. Historically, no 
capitalist state has ever achieved equality 
for women. Not even the most progressive 
of them. Inequality is built into the capital-
ist system at all levels.

According to Workplace Gender Equal-
ity Agency (WGEA), on average the gender 
gap between men and women working 
full-time in 2019 was $25,679 or twenty-
one per cent. The WGEA also found that 
the proportion of women in traditionally 
female-dominated industries (Health Care 

and Social Assistance and Education and 
Training) has increased.

Within the female workforce, there are 
also huge inequalities. Indigenous women 
are the most disadvantaged followed by 
migrant women and visa workers. Sexism, 
racism, and xenophobia are all tools of the 
ruling capitalist class to create divisions in 
the working class and weaken unity.

Racial and sexual discrimination, while 
in theory are outlawed, in practice are still 
prevalent. In the workplace women are 
also subjected to humiliating and off en-
sive practices such as sexual harassment. 
Unfortunately, the law means little when 
it is pursued and the victim is the one who 
loses her job.

As Lenin pointed out: “Capitalism com-
bines formal equality with economic and, 
consequently, social inequality. This is one 
of the principal distinguishing features of 
capitalism, one that is mendaciously screened 
by the supporters of the bourgeoisie, the 
liberals, and that is not understood by the 
petty-bourgeois democrats.”

“The working women’s movement has 
for its objective the fi ght for the economic 
and social, and not merely formal, equality of 
woman. The main task is to draw the women 
into socially productive labour, extricate 
them from “domestic slavery”, free them of 
their stultifying and humiliating resignation 
to the perpetual and exclusive atmosphere 
of the kitchen and nursery.

“It is a long struggle, requiring a radical 
remaking both of social technique and of 
customs. But this struggle will end with the 
complete triumph of communism,” Lenin 
concluded. 
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Throughout 2020 the Communist Party of 
Australia (CPA) and the Guardian are mark-
ing the 100th anniversary of the communist 
movement in Australia. During those years 
communists have been to the fore in strug-
gles for women’s trade union and Indigenous 
rights, against war, and much more.

Names such as Jack Miles, Jack Kavanagh, Jock 
Garden, Fred Paterson, Lance Sharkey, Vic Williams, 
Tom Nelson, Ralph Gibson, Judah Watten, Alan 
Marshall, Frank Hardy, Noel Counihan, and Peter 
Symon are familiar – but how easy is it to draw up 
a similar list of female revolutionaries? Maybe you 
can think of a few.

Yet, over those years there have been many revo-
lutionary women whose stories deserve to be told. 
Some have taken leadership roles in the party, in the 
peace movement, as authors, trade unionists, in the 
women’s movement, etc. Many have worked quietly 
with little recognition.

The CPA, as part of the centenary celebrations, 
is running a competition to make better known the 
work and achievements of some of these women. 

Party members, supporters, and Guardian readers 
and friends are invited to enter this competition by 
submitting an article on the life and work of a revo-
lutionary woman.

The information in your article can be based on 
research or interview. Entrants are free to choose the 
method. The article should be no longer than 1,500 
words and be done with the consent of the person if 
they are still living. A relevant photo or other image 
would be appreciated if appropriate.

It is planned to publish the winning entries in 
the Guardian and to later produce a small pamphlet 
containing the winning and several other entries.

There will be three prizes:
First prize is $300. Second Prize is $150. Third 

Prize is $50.
The closing date is Tuesday 5th May. Judges are 

to be advised.
Entries are not restricted to women, but they must 

be about women. Party branches or individuals may 
submit entries. They should be accompanied by the 
form below with the entrant’s signature authorising 
publication as outlined above.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
8 March 2020 is 119 years since the inauguration of 

International Women’s Day (IWD), which is a good time 
to consider its signifi cance in contemporary society.

The history of the IWD goes back to the early twen-
tieth century when people were fi ghting questionable 
labour laws. It was during this period that women were 
agitating for the right to vote, forming a growing suff rage 
movement, uniting to expose their oppression. Since 
then, women have constantly challenged the systems, 
structures, and cultures that still exist after centuries 
of inequality. Although legislation has been put in place 
to secure access to sexual and reproductive health, and 
protection from violence, it fails to do so. We still need 
to understand the root causes of gender inequality which 
still exist.

International Women’s Day celebrates women’s role 
in society: so why, in 2020, is gender equality yet to be 
achieved? In Australia – an allegedly modern country – 
the statistics on domestic violence are horrifi c. Only last 
week Hannah Clarke, a beautiful young woman and her 
three lovely children were burnt alive by the “patriarch” 
of the family. How should we defi ne “gender equality”? 
If women are not shown respect by those in positions 
of power, who keep systems in place which deny women 
their full potential, we must expect violations of women’s 
rights and discrimination based on gender. Men will 
feel free to continue to beat and kill their partners. We 
should question a society which produces men who feel 
threatened by the idea of women’s equality.

We live in a globalised, capitalist society and the 
natural condition of capitalism is competition, which 
has never been more pronounced. The constant striving 
to be successful, to be the “top of the pile” pervades 
our consciousness and this is blatantly obvious by the 
complete lack of ethics or moral behaviour by those in 
power – not only in Canberra but worldwide. Their well-
hidden but prevailing contempt for women percolates 
through our society. Currently, in Australia especially, 
women are still not equally represented in positions of 
power, and while this discrimination at the parliamen-
tary level continues, such systems – both politically and 
socially – are designed specifi cally for women to fail. 
Gender inequality is perpetuated by both formal and 
informal systems, structures, and attitudes. In order to 
achieve a truly systemic change, the laws, policies, and 
cultural norms need urgent review and drastic altera-
tion. We should be very concerned about the constant 
degradation of women in capitalist media, which helps 
promote male disdain. Women are portrayed negatively 
and shown as weak, vulnerable, powerless, sexual be-
ings. In contemporary society, perspectives are based 
on such messages, infl uencing people’s judgement. 

We know things can be diff erent. After the Bolshevik 
revolution in Russia, a women’s rights department was 
launched, which addressed issues such as the employ-
ment and education of women. During the capitalist rule 
of the Tsar, women were not educated and certainly not 
allowed to occupy senior positions. Lenin ensured that 
women and men attended classes together and shared 
the same philosophy. He realised the need for gender 
equality if the idea of communism were to succeed: 
shown successfully today in Cuba.

International Women’s Day was fi rst proposed in 
Copenhagen in 1910 during a socialist women’s con-
ference of 100 delegates from seventeen countries led 
by Clara Zetkin. With the founding of the Communist 
Women’s Movement in 1921, women were included in 
the hierarchy. In the winter and spring of 1922–23, the 
women’s secretariat in Berlin led campaigns on infl ation, 
the danger of war, and education; against anti-abortion 
laws; and against fascism. Little has changed but women 
continue to fi ght for a better world.
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Vinnie Molina
President of 
the Communist Party of Australia

In this year 2020, the Communist 
Party of Australia is marking the 100th 
anniversary of the communist move-
ment in Australia. Since its beginnings 
communists have been to the fore in 
struggles for women’s rights. 

The fi rst International Women’s Day 
(IWD) in Australia was celebrated in 1928, 
with a rally in Sydney’s Domain, organised 
by the Militant Women’s Group of the Com-
munist Party. At that time, the demand was 
for equal pay.

I would like to recognise the hard work 
of women in the CPA and in all the struggles 
in our country and elsewhere. Women are 
fundamental for revolutionary change and 
without them we can’t make a revolution.

Today women are more than half of 
union members in the country and are at 
the front line of social change. Working men 
and women strive for a better world that is 
more than necessary today to save the mere 
existence of human beings on the planet.

However, on this IWD we see that a 
culture of domestic violence against women 
still thrives and continues to rob women and 
children of their lives. More and more services 
are defunded so that women fi nd diffi  culty in 
escaping the perpetrators of violence, with 
no shelter, no safe place to go to.

Women are also more likely to experience 
precarious work, lower paid, and insecure 
jobs although this is becoming more and 
more a reality for all workers.

As a Party we declare: “Like men, women 
should be aff orded the real value of their 
labour, and not simply the same wage as 
the opposite sex ... Capitalism cannot pro-
vide solutions to the problems that women 
encounter because the system as a whole 
is driven by the profi t ambitions of private 
companies.”

I would like to acknowledge the female 
revolutionaries who have historically played 
a role in our Party, often leading roles, 
including one General Secretary. Many Party 
women have leading roles as well in the peace 
movement, as authors, trade unionists, in 
the women’s movement and more. They are 
present in all struggles of the working class 
in Australia. Happy International Women’s 
Day 2020.

The Communist Party of Australia calls 
for:
• Equal pay for work of equal value
• Permanent full or part-time 

employment with full rights to leave and 
other entitlements

• An end to social security payments 
based on relationship status, which 
deny women access to an independent 
income

• The enforcement of anti-discrimination 
and affi  rmative action legislation to 
economically assist Indigenous, migrant 
and disabled women

• Publicly-funded free childcare
• Paid parental leave
• Legislation to guarantee women the 

right to abortion, and
• The elimination of sexual harassment 

and violence against women. 
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TRADE UNION STRIKE UPDATES
RTBU: The dispute with Yarra Trams has come to the bargaining 
table. On Tuesday 25th February, RTBU Tram & Bus Division released 
a statement that said that the Andrews Government has come to 
an agreement with RTBU and Yarra Trams. A few days earlier, on the 
20th February the Andrews Government was planning to put in an 
application with Fair Work Commission to either terminate or suspend 
RTBU’s protected industrial action so that the extra tram services for 
the Grand Prix event could go ahead as promised without disruptions. 
The agreement is for RTBU to withdraw its industrial action, for the 
Government and Yarra Trams to withdraw its application to the Fair 
Work Commission, and for the Government to mediate the dispute, 
with attendance from Minister for Public Transport, Melissa Horne, 
when necessary. 

On the 20th February, Minister Melissa Horne also made disgusting 
anti-working class statements by characterising the dispute as “a 
handful of middle aged blokes hell bent on protecting their interests 
by not allowing part time women into the workforce.” The attempts of 
Yarra Tram to divide RTBU and make false appeals to women workers 
(Guardian #1902) is disappointing to see from supposedly pro-union 
Labor member, Melissa Horne, in her echoing of Yarra Trams’ position. 
In an open letter to Melissa Horne, Victorian Branch Secretary, Luba 
Grigorovitch, mentioned how these comments were “just parrot[ing] 
the lines of a French multinational” and how the part-time shifts 
proposed are during times of school drops-offs and pick-ups, making 
the part-time shifts “impossible for workers with childcare and caring 
responsibilities.”

RTBU Victoria’s week was made even tougher by the deaths of two 
rail workers on 21st February in which the XPT train from Sydney to 
Melbourne derailed in Wallan, Victoria. Luba Grigorovitch stated that 
the incident might have been avoided if Victorian rules were followed, 
in which a speed is limited to 25km/h over dangerous track lines, rather 
than the national rules under the Australian Rail Track Corporation. 

HOSPO VOICE: Workers at Grill’d were approaching a fourth and final 
meeting with management (Guardian #1903). Grill’d management has 
continued to refuse to accept Hospo Voice’s claim in the new EA. 
It has rejected to pay overtime, to increase base wage, to ensure a 
minimum thirteen-hour work week, and to change to the “exploitative 
traineeship scam” as Grill’d workers describe it. The only changes to 
what was reported on is that management have agreed to ensure a 
ten hour minimum break between shifts in the new EA. Workers at 
Grill’d will vote on the proposed EA in the middle of March. Hospo Voice 
delegates for Grill’d will be encouraging workers to vote NO to the 
proposed EA.

Find out more about the

Communist Party of 
Australia

web www.cpa.org.au

email cpa@cpa.org.au

phone 02 9699 8844
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WHY ARE YOU A COMMUNIST?
In celebration of International Women’s 
Day, The Workers’ Weekly Guardian 
asked several women, varying in age, 
from around the country, why they joined 
the party. Here are their stories.

SILVIA, 85
I believe that women have particular 

issues – such as health – that require focus-
ing on and the Communist Party has always 
been attentive to those issues. However, the 
Party acknowledges that we’re all workers 
together. Despite the great advances we’re 
made as a society, there are still old customs 
and attitudes perpetrated by men that have to 
be fought against. In this regard I’ve been very 
lucky because I grew up with a communist 
father and my husband is also a communist 
and they both had and have the attitude that 
all the work has to be done by everybody in 
order to make things better for the majority.

LILLY, 26
I fi rst started exploring the idea of com-

munism at university (as many of us do) 
when I began to realise the short comings of 
liberal ideologies, particularly liberal femi-
nism. The more I learned the more evident 
it became that the main success of liberal 
feminism was to glorify a small percentage 
of women who had joined the capitalist class, 
whilst hiding the economic forces that kept 
the majority of women oppressed. I came to 
realise not only that many of my beliefs about 
how to bring about change were wrong, but 
that the cause of the problems I wanted to 
fi ght against was much bigger than just the 
patriarchy. Becoming a communist pushed 
me to continually learn about the material 
reality of our world and to learn about how 
we can bring about real change. It’s forced 
me to come out of my shell, to meet new 
people, and grow as a person. 

Being a communist and being part of 
the Communist Party of Australia helps me 
fi ght the alienation of living under late stage 
capitalism, and it gives me the conviction 
that we can build a better world for women 
and all members of the working class.

ELIZABETH, 60 
Long before I joined the Party, I had a 

sense the system wasn’t working for people. 
My reaction to this realisation manifested 
in activism, starting from my very early 
teens. Later, once I entered the workforce, 
I immediately engaged with unions, eventu-
ally becoming active as a delegate and get-
ting more involved in the leadership of my 
union. I am still involved with my union.

I joined the Party after travelling to Cuba. 
A couple of things happened there, fi rstly I 
experienced a system I thought was healthy; a 
better world I always thought should be pos-
sible but had never experienced. Not because 
it was perfect but because it was responsive. 
The people seemed more empowered and it 
was especially obvious in women, children 

and young people. There was an atmosphere 
of inclusion and an absence of alienation. 
At the time I was on a brigade, so I got to 
visit schools, hospitals, workplaces as well 
as meet people from the government and 
the unions. It was a talk by a representa-
tive from the Communist Youth in Cuba 
that fi rmed up my decision to seek out the 
Party on return to Australia. Strangely now 
I can’t remember what it was she said but 
I left her talk and told my comrades on the 
brigade of my intention to join the Party on 
my return. Most of them tried to redirect me 
to the Greens but I didn’t feel swayed in any 
other direction once I had made the decision.

I read once that Fidel said of his early 
days as a revolutionary that once he read 
Marx, he realised he had been wandering 
around in a forest without a map. I would 
go one step further than that. I think even 
if you have read Marx it is like wandering 
around in a forest if you don’t have a Com-
munist Party. For me that is the Communist 
Party of Australia.

CASEY, 34
From a young age, I wanted to make the 

world a better place. As a teenager, I joined 
World Vision, reassuring myself that at least 
I was “doing something.” It was surprising to 
see shoppers suspiciously eye me or explain 
to me why what I was doing was ineff ective. 
I somewhat agreed but was continuously 
shocked by general apathy. I decided that if 
I became a journalist, I could help privileged 
people become more aware of poverty, and 
“philanthropically” bring everyone out of 
it. I was naive. Obviously, I had no under-
standing of the way capitalism functioned, 
and only started to when I came across an 
organisation called the Zeitgeist Movement. 
I was very passionate about it and worked 
tirelessly on building a community of people 
around Australia. 

I was somewhat successful, but eternally 
unsatisfi ed, which no doubt, lead to burn out. 
I needed to take a step back to really think 
and learn. I opened my mind to exploring 
revolutions through history, initially through 
an anarchist lens, but eventually lead to dis-
covering Marxism-Leninism. 

I was amazed to discover the achieve-
ments of the USSR, Cuba, the DPRK, and 
more, and appalled by the propaganda I had 
been fed my whole life. I was ashamed of my 
“white saviour” complex and came to realise 
the people of the world were empowered 
in themselves. I learnt how the deepening 
of the contradictions in capitalism leads to 
class struggle and revolution. 

Since then, my knowledge has expo-
nentially grown. By practicing dialectical 
materialism as a grounding philosophy in 
life, and taking advice from past and present 
revolutionary thinkers, including those within 
the CPA, I am more able to use my time and 
energy wisely and continue the struggle for 
the working class, this time more deliberately 
and more informed.

ROMINA, 64
I grew up in a family who were political 

and very active in the community. My earliest 
memories of my political awareness go back 
to when I was barely six or seven years of age, 
hearing about class struggle and inequality, 
how the distribution of wealth is unfair, and 
lack of basic rights for women.

There has been some progress in the last 
twenty-fi ve years around the world – although 
it has been slow and uneven.

Many countries have narrowed the gender 
gap in education, and some have even reached 
gender parity in school enrolment.

This is all good news.
And yet we are still a long way from 

achieving equality between men and women, 
boys and girls.

For too many women, especially in the 
less-developed countries, not enough has 
changed.

Violence against women continues to 
blight lives in all countries of the world. 

The world needs full equality in order 
for humanity to prosper, and I believe the 
capitalist system is incapable of changing the 
climate emergency, ending the devastating 
wars of aggression which are eff ecting the 
lives of so many such as poverty, homeless-
ness, violence against women, and so many 
other inequalities. I believe the answer to 
all this is a system that would support and 
will ensure an economy that will work for all 
which includes women. I believe that system 
is Communism.

FAIZA, 35
The short and universally applicable 

answer to this question is that we wish to 
build a better world, that we see capitalism 
has far outrun its date-of-use and is the 
cause of human impoverishment, war and 
ecological destruction.

Of course, it is not that simple and 
straight a path in practice for everyone. 
There are three key steps, in my opinion, 
often overlapping. 

One is the grasping of socialist ideas 
and understanding the systemic problems 
of capitalism. 

Second is the desire to be politically 
involved for socialist change. 

Finally, the third is fi nding the correct 
political platform. 

I as an individual had already taken the 
fi rst two steps when I arrived in Australia as 
a skilled migrant. So, I knew I wanted to join 
a Marxist party that wants to build socialism, 
and what follows is a look at what I found 
agreeable about the CPA and disagreeable 
about other socialist groups.

I was looking at publications in the Aus-
tralian left group publications, including 
the CPA’s Guardian, mainly to understand 
the local issues. However, on international 
issues, I was more knowledgeable, I found 
other socialist groups taking incorrect 
positions; positions that were favourable 
to US imperialism. It was a bit later that I 
learnt of their Trotskyite trend of rejecting 
the achievements of socialist countries like 
China and Cuba. 

The CPA’s analysis is in contrast to that 
and I found their analysis to be correct. 

Democratic centralism is essential in 
my opinion, and I’ve found this principle 
practised within the CPA.

The CPA’s anti-sectarian approach, by 
forming united fronts, working with other 
organisations towards common goals, while 
maintaining its unique identity and agenda. 
Unlike other organisations I participated in 
previously, where I saw juvenile attacks or 
hostility towards other organisations where 
disagreements arose, the CPA rose above, 
highlighting its political maturity to me.

The CPA is part of the biggest working-
class international fraternity (IMCWP), 
which only highlights in one instance our 
strong dedication to internationalism, to 
the international working-class.

I was a political novice when I joined 
the CPA, yet I was welcomed by the party. 
This is because the CPA understands that 
political education involves both study and 
practice. It doesn’t expect new members to 
come fully armed with all the knowledge. 

However, it expects its members, new 
and old, to involve themselves in political 
activity and fully participate in educational 
discussions.

These are the reasons why I joined the 
CPA. 

Sydney International Women’s Day
There will be two events for International Women's Day this 
year. The first is an IWD rally on Saturday the 7th of March, 
beginning at 11am in Hyde Park with some speakers before 
proceeding to Belmore Park where there be stalls. There will be 
a CPA contingent for this march. Information and leaflets for it 
will be issued closer to the day. 

The second event is an afternoon tea held by the CPA on Sunday 
the 8th of March at 2 PM to 4:30 PM at the party building at 74 
Buckingham St, Surry Hills. This will be an event with speakers 
talking about a communist's perspective on the women's 
movement. There will also be an afternoon tea. Male comrades 
are asked by the SDC to bring a plate of food to provide for the 
afternoon tea. Please email the SDC (syd.dist.comm@cpa.org.au) 
with what you will be bringing by 5 PM on the 28th of February. 

The fight against sexism and for gender equality is very 
important for us communists and the march should present a 
good opportunity to talk to people interested in the party. As 
such, members are encouraged to attend both events.
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NATIONAL CLIMATE ACTION 
REPORT – FREMANTLE, WA

Richard Titelius

The National Day of Climate 
Action in Western Austral-
ia was held in Fremantle 
(Walylup).

The rally was opened with 
a welcome to country by Aunty 
Maureen Mingili who compared 
the ongoing destruction of the 
environment and ensuing climate 
change to the destruction of her 
people’s land when the white set-
tlers came – remembering the 
ripping up of the bush and setting 
fi re to it as a child. Mingili added 
that the health of the land is what 
contributes to good health from 
an Indigenous person’s perspec-
tive. Present at the rally were a 
group of men and women dressed 
in blood red robes and whitened 
faces. This group called themselves 
the Red Rebels (a sect of Extinction 
Rebellion), and their presentation 
was a representation of the climate 
apocalypse. Many protesters found 
their presence to be disturbing and 
off  putting – that was their aim.

A spokeswoman from the cam-
paign to save native forests in the 
south west said that we are living 
in a time of a climate emergency 
which was made evident through 
the latest report released in August 
2019 from the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
which stated deforestation accounts 
for one third of all carbon emis-
sions. The spokeswoman added, 
“Forests have a right to exist of and 
by themselves.” Despite the huge 
campaign waged in the early 2000s 
to save old growth forests – which 
resulted in large areas being set 
aside in reserves, old growth forests 
are still being cut down in the form 
of karri trees which are sent to the 

Diamond Mill near Pemberton for 
woodchips and the jarrah forests 
which are being cut down near 
Nannup to supply the smelter at 
Kemberton with charcoal as part of 
the process of making silica.

Greens Member of the Legisla-
tive Council, Tim Cliff ord, said the 
political system is sick as it seems 
incapable of getting its priorities 
right. Woodside, Chevron, and Shell 
are proceeding with their develop-
ment of the Burrup Hub and Browse 
Basin projects which will prove to 
be an, “unmitigated disaster” of 
which the cumulative emissions 
will be four times greater than the 
Adani Coal project in Queensland.

Cliff ord said these extractive 
industries, “use a diff erent type of 
language,” which allows them to 
ignore the environmental conse-
quences in their pursuit of profi ts. 
But the actions of these corpora-
tions and the acquiescence by the 
state and federal governments 
make it look like, “we are in a bus 
heading into a brick wall.” The 
corporations make their money 
and then leave town.

Katie and Amy from School 
Strike for Climate Change were next 
to appear. They were promoting 
their next action for climate justice 
on 15th May, to build on from their 
last rally on 20th September 2019, 
when 15,000 people turned out 
to protest. Part of their demands 
include, “No new gas or coal 
projects,” “All renewables by 2030,” 
and “Just transition for workers in 
the non-renewable energy sector.” 
We have had a number of climate 
related disasters during 2019 as 
well as record dry and heat spells 
throughout the world, including the 
bush fi res of the eastern states from 
September till February 2020. In 

Kenya and Sudan, it has led to the 
worst locust outbreak in twenty-fi ve 
years as clouds of locusts devour 
the food needed by humanity in 
that region of Africa which has 
vacillated in recent years between 
drought and fl ood.

Kerry from the Anti-Nuclear 
Alliance addressed the rally on the 
campaign against uranium mining 
and nuclear energy and spoke of 
its success in ensuring not one 
ounce of uranium yellowcake was 
exported from WA in the last forty 
years. Nuclear power is danger-
ous as it needs a lot of water and 
carbon-based energy in order to 
produce nuclear energy and radio-
active waste. 

Nuclear also leaves a legacy of a 
long-term risk to human health and 
is a distraction from the transfor-
mation to renewable energy. Sam 
Wainwright, a councillor from the 
Fremantle City, and member of 

Socialist Alliance, said the bush fi re 
crisis has blown away the denial 
about global warming. However, 
he warned that emissions targets 
for 2050 being touted by Liberal 
and Labor are unreasonable as we 
need to deal with feedback loops 
that will occur before then. 

Wainright added it was not 
enough to paint a picture of apoca-
lyptic climate change, we needed 
to push harder for the activation of 
renewable energy projects – such 
as the Fremantle Community Wind 
Farm for which $500,000 has been 
spent on a feasibility study and is 
ready to go but is being held back by 
governmental approval – rumoured 
to relate to objections by the state’s 
energy supplier, Synergy.

Leila Folland from Extinction 
Rebellion said it was necessary to 
have, “Creative disruption of the 
media, industry, and government” 
as there was a dissonance between 

what industry wanted and what 
was humanly and environmentally 
possible. Folland called on the WA 
government to declare a climate 
emergency – something other local 
governments, states and coun-
tries around the world have done 
but which the WA government is 
unable to do as it is held captive 
by the carbon emitting/extractive 
industries.

The 150 protesters then 
marched around the city of Fre-
mantle to spread their message 
through colourful banners and 
chants and funky music which 
had people in the march dancing 
as well as other people along the 
march route.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia supports the call by a number 
of groups in the rally for the phasing 
out of fossil fuels and a just transi-
tion to new renewables. 

Daniel Fisher

On Wednesday, 19th February an 
audience of over sixty people consti-
tuting workers, students, unionists, 
and socialists gathered in the meeting 
room of the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia (MUA) Sydney offi  ces to launch 
the May 1st movement. The May 1st 
movement is a workers’ united front 
for winning political strikes by broad 
sections of the working class and com-
munity on the 1st May every year. May 
fi rst is the international workers day, 
and is a day of remembrance, celebra-
tion, and struggle across the whole 
world. This movement is emerging 
in a context of workers, particularly 
from the maritime and construction 
industries, taking unauthorised strike 
action on 1st May in Sydney for the 
fi rst time in decades in recent years. 
The May 1st movement aims to build 
working class power and unity to win 
demands around thematic titles of 
workers’ rights, social justice, and 
climate action. 

This room was addressed by a panel of 
speakers from the union, environment, and 
First Nations movements. Rita Malia, the 
President of the NSW CFMMEU construction 
division said “Our members will be going on 
strike on May 1st, they won’t be going to a 
picnic,” referencing the demobilising practice 

by Unions NSW of recognising May 1st on 
a weekend with a procession and picnic. 
Dennis McNamara, a delegate of the Con-
struction division of the CFMMEU outlined 
the historical diffi  culties of bringing the union 
movement to a militant position of striking 
on May 1st. He said, “It has taken us a long 
time to get to this point, and we won’t give 
it up […] this isn’t a lunchtime rally, it is 
illegal industrial action.” He outlined the 
threats made to construction workers by the 
Australian Building and Construction Com-
mission, a union busting body of the state, 
where they threatened to fi ne workers at the 
2019 May 1st strike rally, but which reneged 
on this threat in the face of the massive defi -
ant turnout by construction workers.  Dennis 
encouraged workers to organise at work and 
within their union to strengthen them, saying 
“if your union leadership is weak, you must 
organise to make them strong” and also called 
for a reclamation of the Eureka fl ag by the 
working-class movement.

Paul McAleer, Secretary of the MUA 
Sydney Branch and member of the CPA 
outlined the aims, objectives, and purpose 
of the May 1st movement. He denounced 
in the strongest terms the anti-people and 
criminal capitalist system we live in, and 
legislation that aims to undermine the capac-
ity of unions to serve the interests of their 
members. He said “The Fair Work Act is an 
act of criminality. You can’t be constrained 
by the law unless you accept the status quo.” 

He outlined the various ways in which the 
capitalist status quo is immoral, indefensible, 
and unsustainable saying “It is criminal to 
accept this.” He noted the divisions within 
the working class and among activists, and 
made the case that these divisions have 
undermined the working class for decades 
and facilitated the imposition of neoliberal-
ism saying “We haven’t been able to build a 
movement that embraces all of the working 
class [...] The working class is the only force 
to deliver radical change.” Radical change 
was declared to be needed urgently to save 
humanity from catastrophe, and the May 1st  
movement is about building the links and 
strength within the working class to enable 
political general strikes to occur that will 
facilitate the radical change workers here 
and across the world urgently need. 

Other speakers included the Gadigal 

Elder, Aunty Rhonda, who welcomed the 
audience to country and India from School 
Strike for Climate, who declared that high-
school students supported the May 1st move-
ment and 1st May strikes and also that the 
students had chosen 15th May as the date 
of the next school climate strike. Discussion 
occurred between the audience and panel-
lists on how to build class unity and power 
and how to make the May 1st movement a 
success. At the conclusion of the evening a 
resolution endorsing the May 1st movement 
and calling for unity in struggle was read and 
endorsed by the audience. The 2020 1st  May 
rally in Sydney will start at 11 AM at Belmore 
Park near Central station. All CPA members 
in Sydney and surrounds are called on to be 
part of the 1st May strikes and to participate 
in activities to build 1st May at work and in 
the community. 

WORKERS, STUDENTS AND UNIONISTS 
LAUNCH THE MAY 1ST MOVEMENT
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L L. Sharkey
edited by L Harry Gould
The White Australia policy is the 
ill-visaged, ill-begotten child of 
imperialism ... The intention is to 
build up here a reliable bastion of 
British imperialism with an eye 
to it helping to keep in subjection 
the coloured peoples of the British 
colonial empire. Coloured men in 
Australia in these circumstances 
might be expected to sympathise 
with other coloured people, conse-
quently, would prove to be “unreli-
able.” Therefore, the White Australia 
policy is no diff erent to any other 
racial policy.

Race superiority and colour prejudices 
were handy weapons for the imperialists. 
The coloured Asiatics were depicted as an 
“inferior” variety of humanity who needed 
the “aid” of the European bourgeoisie 
to “civilise” them and make them “fi t to 
govern themselves.” Such were the type of 
“moral” arguments used by imperialism 
to justify and conceal its brutal exploita-
tion and repression of the “colonial” races. 
Markets, super-profi ts, raw materials, 
cheap labour for fi nance-capital, were 
the real objectives of the conquest of Asia.

When L L Sharkey visited India and 
Malaya (1948) the Australian press 
invented “some choice distortions” of 
statements he had made on the White 
Australia policy in those countries. He had 
added nothing new to well-known Com-
munist policy, e.g. it never proposed that 
his country be fl ooded with cheap labour 
from any country, Asiatic or otherwise, or 
that the control of immigration be taken 
out of the hands of the Australian people. 
But racist poison was commonly featured 
in the press, and the “Labor imperialists” 
(as L L Sharkey termed them) added 
their share.

In recent times, people from the Asiatic 
countries, American Negroes, and others 
have been seized by the Chifl ey Labor gov-
ernment police and forcibly deported in 
spite of the fact that many of them served 
Australia in the war against Japanese fas-
cism, are married to Australian citizens, 
and parents of Australian-born children. 
Only energetic protests from the New 
Zealand government prevented the depor-
tation of Maoris also from Australia. [...]

Asia is on the march. There is a tre-
mendous revolutionary ferment, which 
is smashing to smithereens the chains of 
feudalism, imperialism, and medievalism 
which have hitherto bound the Asiatic 
peoples. Some of them may even evolve 
into imperialistic powers. The future alone 
can decide this.

Therefore, it is not in any sense in 
the true national interests of Australia 
to continue to aff ront these peoples and 
cause resentment in their minds against 
this country. On the contrary we need, 
because of our nearness to these countries, 
leaving aside all other considerations, to 
cultivate the closest and most friendly 
relations with the Asiatic countries.

That is why I repeatedly had to point 

out to the press and political representa-
tives of Asiatic countries that a consid-
erable body of progressive opinion in 
Australia opposed the so-called White 
Australia policy, irrespective of the distor-
tions and outright lies that I knew would 
be broadcast by the reactionary press of 
Australia about what I had to say on this 
subject. [...]

After the experiences of Hitler’s racist 
savagery, with the slaughter of millions, it 
was thought that no decent person would 
tolerate a repetition. Yet the violence of 
the race-hate propaganda was growing 
alarmingly. 

The fascist-minded Bulletin is as 
unashamed in the starkness of its racial 
propaganda as the Hitlerites. Lang’s Cen-
tury vies with the Bulletin and Smith’s 
Weekly in the virulence of its anti-Semitic 
and anti-alien campaign. [...]

The political life of this country is more 
and more poisoned by it. The so-called 
White Australia policy aims at the exclu-
sion of coloured peoples on the ground 
of “racial purity.” The Communist Party 
of Australia and the Labour movement 
generally, on economic grounds, is against 
the swamping of this country with immi-
grants, no matter from where they come. 
But the phrase “White Australia” should 
be dropped and a quota of immigrants 
from coloured countries allowed entry, 
as in America. [...]

Again, it (“race purity”) is to be found 
in immigration. Despite the tremendous 
contributions to world civilisation and 
culture of the Latin countries, their glit-
tering military history and so forth, they 
are regarded by the government and 
immigration authorities as “inferior” and 
to be discouraged, and, outside of the Brit-
ish people, only Scandinavians should be 
encouraged to come here. The population 
of most of the Scandinavian countries is 
microscopic and consequently immigrants 
from there won’t be too plentiful, even if 
they were “superior.”

Such is the contradiction which “racial 
purity” has injected into immigration 
policy.

In the end the racial problem can only 
be fi nally solved on the basis of proletarian 
internationalism, on the basis of Marxist-
Leninist teachings. It can only be fi nally 
solved in a Socialist society.

Inevitably capitalist imperialism, 
with its greedy and selfi sh aims, will stir 
up anti-Semitism, antagonism between 
white and coloured workers, will stir up 
every form of racial confl ict to prevent 
unity in the struggle against capitalism, 
poverty and war.

Therefore, in the interests of the whole 
of the working masses, the Communist 
Party unceasingly wages the fi ght against 
racial discrimination, for international 
unity and solidarity under the great slogan 
“Workingmen of all Countries, Unite!”
This essay originally appeared in The 
Sharkey Writings, an edited compilation of 
L L Sharkey’s writings. The essay was edited 
from Tribune articles in February and April of 
1947-48 respectively. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

RACIST POISON ...
 “WHITE AUSTRALIA”

This week we have three articles in our Australian theory and history 
section. In the theory section, we have an essay by L L  Sharkey, edited 
by L Harry Gould, on the “White Australia” policy. The essay is a com-
bination of a couple of articles written in 1947-48. Our party’s views 
have evolved in many respects since the 1940s but what these writ-
ings highlight is how forward-thinking many of those in the Australian 
Communist movement were about policies that were explicitly racist.

In the history section are two articles; fi rst, a retort by then-member 
of the Central Executive of the Communist Party, R  Dixon, over com-
ments Prime Minister Billy Hughes made about the party in 1940. 
Second, a clarifi cation on the report on the communist bashing in 
Mudgee in 1940.

In the end the racial problem can 
only be finally solved on the basis 

of proletarian internationalism, 
on the basis of Marxist-Leninist 
teachings. It can only be finally 

solved in a Socialist society.
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SYDNEY, 6th March – “Mr W M Hugh-
es gave a typical Hughesian speech – 
abusive, slanderous and evasive – last 
Monday when he ‘replied’ over the air 
to my broadcast on behalf of the Com-
munist Party on February 19.”

Mr R Dixon, member of the Central 
Executive of the Communist Party, said 
this in an interview today, in answer to Mr 
Hughes’ 2FC broadcast which was a much 
boosted “reply” to Mr Dixon.

“Mr Hughes’ chief cry was ‘the Commu-
nist Party takes its orders from Moscow.’ I 
challenge Mr. Hughes or the government to 
produce any factual evidence that we do.” 
said Mr Dixon.

“Hughes’ ‘proof’ in his broadcast was that 
we support non-aggression pact between 
Soviet Russia and Germany.

“Of course we do support the pact as do 
tens of thousands of non-Communists, but 
we did not receive orders from Moscow to 
support it. It was purely our own decision, 
and I challenge Mr Hughes to produce any 
factual evidence to the contrary.

“If by ‘directions from Moscow’ Mr 
Hughes means that our foreign policy is 
infl uenced by the policy of the Soviet Union 
or that we study and apply in Australia the 
experiences of the working-class movement 
in other countries and the Communist Inter-
national, then we plead guilty to the charge. 
But there is a vast diff erence between this 
and Secret instructions from Moscow.” Mr 
Dixon pointed out.

“Mr Hughes should be the last person to 
charge us with being ‘directed from Moscow.’ 
During the last war, on 16th July 1915. Mr 
Hughes said: ‘In no circumstances would I 
agree to send men out of this country to fi ght 
against their will.’ 

“At the beginning of the next war Mr 
Hughes visited Britain, had discussions with 
the War Cabinet and returned to Australia 
howling for conscription.

ORDERS FROM 
DOWNING STREET

“Apparently his orders came from Down-
ing Street.

“When the present war was declared did 
Menzies consult parliament or the people? 
Who instructed him to declare war?

“We Communists prefer that our policy 
should be Infl uenced by workers’ Russia 
rather than by the imperialism of Down-
ing Street.

“Much better that we should be agents 
of Stalin – as Mr Hughes referred to me in 
his broadcast, than agents of Chamberlain. 

“Mr Hughes’s claim that anyone disagree-
ing with Stalin is shot or disappears is with-
out foundation. Those who have bern shot 
were people who had engaged in wrecking 
factories and trains in which many people 
were killed, and in the assassination of lead-
ers of the Soviet government.

“Perhaps the highlight of the broadcast 
was when Mr Hughes threw doubts upon 
our honesty and said we were out to ‘deceive’ 
the people. 

“For,” Mr Dixon pointed out, “Mr Hughes 
has a political history of twists, turns and 
deceitfulness that is without comparison. 
He has turned traitor on every principle 
he has ever held, and has betrayed friends 
and parties again and again: £25,000 
($2,153,598.83)* is only a small part of the 
wealth lie has amassed by selling out the 
labour movement.

“SHEER HYPOCRISY”
“His solicitude for the free institution 

and ideals of Australia is just hypocrisy. 
Hughes is the most arrogant warmonger in 
the country, and he is determined to sub-
ordinate Australian institutions and ideals 
to the policy of the imperialists, and those 
ideals and institutions that stand in the way 

including freedom of speech, press, and 
organisation are to be swept aside.

“Finally. Mr Hughes spoke of Soviet 
Russia as the ‘ally’ of Germany, and said 
that ‘for the moment we are not at war with 
Russia.’ What does he mean? Are we to 
understand that the moment is not far distant 
when we will be at war with Soviet Russia?

“The working class must indeed be pre-
pared to meet such a threat. Soviet Russia 
is not an ally of Germany. She is a neutral 
in the major European war and will remain 
neutral as long as possible.
* Refl ects infl ation according to RBA
This article appeared in Tribune, 
March 1940. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

DIXON REPLIES TO 
SLANDERS BY HUGHES

“To the credit of the Australian worker I must 
say that the Mudgee working people did not take 
part in the attack on us last Friday night, but 
on the contrary supported us in big numbers.”

Mr Adam Ogston, of the State executive of the 
Communist Party, emphasised this when asked by the 
Tribune the real facts of last Friday night’s disgrace-
ful assault on himself and Mr S Deacon at Mudgee.

“When the attack on us was made I saw fi sts fl y in 
a dozen places in our support,” he declared.

Later, many workers approached the two com-
munists and expressed their sympathy and hostility 
to the fascists who organised the attack, and made 
donations to the funds of the Party.

“All day long graziers were arriving in the town 
by car.

“Other leaders of the attack included a solicitor, 
an auctioneer, and a baker.

“By no stretch of the imagination can they 
be considered to represent the true feelings of 
the townspeople of Mudgee,” he said.

“One of the most prominent was said by local 
workers to be the most hated man in the town. When 
the Labor government was defeated years ago he is 
alleged to have said, “Now we have the workers where 
we want them. Now we can make them eat some grass.”
This article appeared in Tribune, March 1940. 

WORKERS AID, 
NOT ATTACK SPEAKERS
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RSL FIASCO AND THE ANZAC MYTH
Seamus Carey

Between 1899 and 1902 around 
fi fty skilled Australian Indig-
enous trackers were sent to 
South Africa to aid the British 
and Australian troops fi ght-
ing the Second Boer War to 
protect the British Empire’s 
interests in the region. Once 
the war was over, rather than 
being rewarded in any way for 
their service, they were aban-
doned there, and what became 
of them remains unknown. 

It is during this war that the 
federation and foundation of Aus-
tralia as a nominally independent 
state was declared. At the time of 
this foundation, Indigenous people 
were not recognised as citizens, 
and would not be until sixty-six 
years later. 

How far have we come? 
On the 21st February this year, 

a decision of the WA branch of the 
Returned and Services League 
(RSLWA) to ban Indigenous fl ags, 
languages, and ceremonies from all 

ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day 
events made a stir in the media. 
Within a few days, the great public 
backlash forced them to renounce 
this policy. However, no proper 
apology was made. 

RSLWA “apologised” for “any 
misunderstandings” that resulted 
from their failed policy. But what is 
the misunderstanding, and what is 
the correct understanding? 

What forces led to this attempt-
ed change in policy? Clearly not 
public opinion, as public opin-
ion is what has, with uncommon 
swiftness, blocked it. Instead it is 
the right-wing leadership of the 
organisation, pushing a particular 
narrative of Australian history. 

Let us make our own analysis of 
history. The First World War, the 
typical focal point of the right-wing 
narrative, was an inter-imperialist 
confl ict between mainly European 
powers. There were no princi-
ples at stake, only territory and 
power. There was no compelling 
native reason for any Australian 
involvement. But despite the fact 

that Australia had been theoreti-
cally independent from the British 
Empire for thirteen years, pro-
British sympathy was amplifi ed 
by the remaining strong British 
control over, and interference in, 
Australian politics, and our country 
was pushed into this brutal confl ict. 

The lack of respect and callous 
disregard of the British military 
commanders towards Australian 
troops in the war is well document-
ed. The British treated our troops 
as disposable cannon fodder, and 
thousands of our people were killed 
to further their military aspirations. 
None can deny that it is important 
to commemorate these sacrifi ces 
made by our people. 

However, from the facts, it 
is diffi  cult to arrive at a positive 
appraisal of these events, one that 
constructs a coherent narrative of 
“the birth of the Australian nation” 
– the so-called ANZAC legend. 
Instead the facts depict a great trag-
edy, and a proof of the importance 
of the struggle for independence 
that continues to this day. 

The ANZAC myth has been a 
longstanding trope of the Austral-
ian right. It constructs a view of 
Australian nationhood which is 
fundamentally tied to British herit-
age, and erases Indigenous people. 
This is despite the fact that in the 
two World Wars approximately 
6,000 Indigenous people served in 
the Australian military. It is of note, 
although shamefully unsurprising, 
that the RSL at that time barred the 
returned Indigenous soldiers from 
membership. 

The RSLWA’s attempted policy 
is a clear attempt to further this 
erroneous notion of Australian 
nationhood. The lesson of WWI 
should be to avoid such tragedies by 
pursuing an independent national 
policy, proceeding from a concept 
of Australian nationhood that is a 
refl ection of facts and thus upholds 
Indigenous heritage, rights, and 
sovereignty at the core. Instead 
the RSLWA attempted to invert 
the facts and exclude Indigenous 
people and culture from their por-
trayal of the Australian spirit. This 

is a continuation of the colonialist 
outlook that still lies at the heart of 
the dominant culture and politics in 
our country and must be overcome. 

We demand that RSLWA issue 
a decent apology that acknowledges 
the wrong that they have commit-
ted. There is no misunderstanding; 
we understand perfectly what they 
tried to do. The people have spoken 
and will no longer stand for it. 

While it must be observed that 
in practice the average non-Indig-
enous Australian’s respect for and 
understanding of Indigenous people 
has a long way to go, the facts in 
theory have become all too clear, 
and so, increasingly acknowledged 
by the majority of the people. 

How far have we come? The 
people have come much further 
than our mainstream political 
leaders. We need leaders who will 
take us forward, not hold us back, 
and overcome old injustices that 
had no right to ever exist and still 
less today! 

Richard Titelius

On Sunday, 23rd February 2020, the 
Perth 4 Assange group held its fi rst 
action outside the US Consulate – the 
imperialist state which seeks to have 
him extradited from the United King-
dom to face a Grand Jury indictment 
over allegations he hacked government 
computers to obtain information about 
people who the US was trying to pro-
tect. The US government indictment 
would seek to have him imprisoned 
for 175 years which would see him die 
in custody if he were to be extradited 
and found guilty at trial.

From the US Consulate about forty pro-
testers marched along St Georges Terrace 
and Barrack Street to Forrest Place where 
the rally was held calling for the release of 
Julian Assange and his return to Australia. 
Mitch Duirs, who started the group Perth 
4 Assange in October 2019, stated at the 
commencement of the rally that support 
for Julian Assange is growing, including 
amongst Federal parliamentarians of whom 
twelve senators have signed a letter and sent 
it to Foreign Minister Marise Payne calling 
for his repatriation back to Australia which 
is his right as an Australian citizen. Duirs 
also said that currently two Australian par-
liamentarians, Andrew Wilke and George 
Christensen were lobbying for his release 
in England as he prepared for his extradi-
tion hearing.

Lucy Nicol, a former candidate for the 
Wikileaks party in the 2014 Federal election 
said that at the time of her election campaign, 
she had to put up with a lot of abuse and 
bad sentiment over her support for Julian 
Assange and Wikileaks. Nicol reported that 
she no longer feels animosity directed towards 
her since the US began its extradition case 
against Julian Assange last year. Even the 
radio shock jock Alan Jones from Sydney ran 
a radio poll in which seventy-three per cent of 
respondents said our government should do 
more to bring Julian Assange home. In 2019, 
the ABC journalist Kerry O’Brien pointed 
out we will not see our rights taken away 
suddenly but slowly and surely, as they are 
being eroded. If we do not act to save them 
then the day will come when we will notice 
they are gone. Nicol also said the lawyers for 
Julian Assange have warned of the precedent 
the conviction of Julian Assange would set, 
putting a journalist on trial for preserving 

the public’s right to know what and how their 
governments supposedly act in their name. 
Since Donald Trump has come to power, he 
has tried to undo anything done by former 
US president Barack Obama which includes 
rearresting Private Chelsea Manning who 
helped Assange gain access to large troves of 
government documents – which contained 
evidence of government wrong doing.

The next speaker was Richard Titelius 
from Perth Politics in the Pub, a public forum 
held every six weeks with notable speakers 
on important and controversial subjects from 
a left and progressive perspective. Titelius 
noted that once video footage was released 
by Wikileaks in 2010 of the attack by US 
military personnel in two Apache helicopters 
of unarmed civilians and two journalists in 
Iraq in 2007, the world could see and judge 
how at times the state which says it acts in 
our interests clearly does things that are not 
only immoral but illegal and exceeds its lawful 
mandate. It was just like in a criminal trial 

where evidence is lead by a defence lawyer 
which shows when the police or any prosecut-
ing authority exceeds its warranted power 
it then becomes a duty of citizens to ques-
tion and even resist this authority. In those 
cases, the defendant should be found not 
guilty – as is the case which Julian Assange 
currently faces. Titelius also questioned how 
a democracy is supposed to function when the 
truth or facts in a matter are not presented 
fully. The corporate media and government 
also want only a certain picture of the world 
to be presented to ensure that the masses 
uncritically embrace their production and 
consumption roles – but humans are more 
than free – wheeling gonads of consumerism.  
They want a peaceful and just world. It was 
this excessive consumption which led to a 
waste of resources and is a leading cause of 
global warming crisis.

Mitch Duirs addressed the rally further 
to recall an important quote from Julian 
Assange, “If wars can be started with lies 

then peace can be started with the truth.” 
This is possibly why imperialist powers 
prop up the military industrial complex as 
defi ned by Professor Noam Chomsky. Duirs 
also spoke about the surveillance carried 
out by a Spanish security company at the 
behest of the US government so that it could 
gather information about Assange pending 
his extraction from the Ecuadorian Embassy 
in London.  Someone even stole his shaving 
equipment to ensure that he would have a 
shabby appearance when he was seized to 
diminish sympathy for Assange.

However, these machinations have had 
the opposite eff ect and public support for 
Assange has grown since the extraction and 
again this week as the extradition hearing 
has commenced in a courtroom aside the 
Belmarsh Prison where he has been kept on 
an overblown breach of bail charge.

The Communist Party of Australia calls 
for the immediate release of Julian Assange 
from prison and his return to Australia. 

JULIAN ASSANGE RALLY REPORT 
– PERTH, WA
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A Buckingham Palace spokes-
woman has said the Queen 
will not intervene to release 
Julian Assange, vowing to 
remain “non-political.” The 
statement seemingly confi rms 
that Assange’s detention is a 
political, not criminal, matter. 

With WikiLeaks founder 
Assange holed up in HM Prison 
Belmarsh awaiting extradition to 
the US, activist Chris Lonsdale 
penned a letter to Queen Elizabeth 
II last month, asking the monarch 
to “ensure that Mr Julian Assange is 
freed from Belmarsh Prison uncon-
ditionally,” in the spirit of “justice, 
peace and fair-mindedness.”

In a reply posted by Lonsdale 
on Sunday, a spokeswoman for 
the Queen said that Her Majesty 
“remains strictly non-political at 
all times,” and Assange’s detention 
is therefore “not a matter in which 
the Queen would intervene.”

Assange’s supporters have long 
argued that his arrest and impris-
onment are motivated by politics, 
not justice. Assange has languished 
in Belmarsh since his arrest inside 
London’s Ecuadorian embassy last 
April, ostensibly on charges of skip-
ping bail in 2012. He is also facing 
extradition to the US to answer 
to a litany of espionage charges, 
related to WikiLeaks’ publication 

of classifi ed US military documents 
detailing potential war crimes in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. If convicted, 
he faces 175 years in prison.

Buckingham Palace’s response 
seemingly admits that Assange 
is being persecuted on political 
grounds.

Assange’s health has been in 
steady decline since his incarcera-
tion. Following a visit to Assange 
in May, UN rapporteur on torture 
Nils Melzer declared that the former 
WikiLeaks boss showed “all the 
symptoms typical for prolonged 
exposure to psychological torture.”

Melzer added that Assange 
could be “exposed to a real risk of 
serious violations of his human 
rights ... including torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment” if he were extradited 
to the US.

“In 20 years of work with vic-
tims of war, violence and political 
persecution I have never seen a 
group of democratic States ganging 
up to deliberately isolate, demon-
ise and abuse a single individual 
for such a long time and with so 
little regard for human dignity and 
the rule of law,” Melzer said. “The 
collective persecution of Julian 
Assange must end here and now!”
Russia Today 
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TRAINED US TORTURE ARCHITECTS
Elson Concepción Pérez

CIA psychologists who 
designed torture methods, 
to be used at illegal US Naval 
Base in Guantánamo, testify 
unapologetically in pre-trial 
hearings

The United States used 
trained professionals to design 
torture for detainees at the ille-
gal Guantánamo base prison, 
accused – not proven – of being 
involved in the terrorist attack of 
September 11, 2001.

Hundreds of detainees from 
several countries were held at 
the base, simply on suspicion 
or because they had Arabic fea-
tures. Most never had access to a 
lawyer, or were informed of the 
charges they faced, that led to 
their arrest.

The truth is that the CIA 
experimented on them with the 
most terrible methods of torture. 
Some could not resist and died. 
Others committed suicide. And 
some remain in Guantánamo.

In January of 2020 the truth 
is coming out and it involves US 
psychologists, who created the 
CIA’s so-called “enhanced inter-
rogation techniques.”

Psychologists James E. 
Mitchell and John Bruce Jessen 
were in charge of creating cruel 
new methods such as water-
boarding, sleep deprivation, 
confi nement in small coffi  n-sized 
boxes, and beatings, Russia 
Today reports.

The professionals involved 
in this unethical work of torture 
testifi ed, unapologetically, in 
pre-trial military commission 

hearings, 21st January, in the 
case against detainee Khalid 
Sheikh Mohammed and 
co-defendants.

Their testimony could infl u-
ence the fate of detainees if it is 
determined – already more than 
proven – that the CIA and FBI 
were accomplices in torturing the 
detainees and that the “enhanced 
interrogation techniques” used 
by the US government violated 
their human rights.

Five defendants are facing 
the death penalty. The legal 
status of prisoners and the tor-
ture used against them has 
led institutions like Amnesty 
International to state that the 
proceedings of the military com-
missions, which will make the 
fi nal ruling, do not meet interna-
tional fair trial standards.

There is more injustice in 
the US judicial system and its 
non-credible “respect for human 
rights.”

According to a CIA’s secret 
report on the role of doctors in 
its torture program between 
2002 and 2007, published in 
2018 by the American Civil Lib-
erties Union (ACLU), the CIA-
hired professionals legitimised 
torture experiments carried out 
on the detainees.

Thus, the Agency’s legal team 
convinced the Justice Depart-
ment to legalise waterboarding, 
despite its representing an immi-
nent risk of death, Russia Today 
reports.

Psychologists James Mitch-
ell and John Jessen knew that, 
technically speaking, the torture 
methods they created were not 

considered illegal during their 
use under the George W Bush 
administration, so both psychol-
ogists insist that they did noth-
ing wrong, only what they were 
asked to do and what was consid-
ered absolutely legitimate.

Before the military tribu-
nal hearing at the illegal base in 
Guantánamo, James Mitchell 
went so far as to declare that if he 
had the opportunity, he would do 
the same thing again.

This is just another instance 
of the United States and its “jus-
tice” system involving health pro-
fessionals at the request of the 
Central Intelligence Agency and, 
of course, their very unique way 
of “respecting human rights.”
Granma 
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Mark Gruenberg

WASHINGTON — When it comes to 
perversions of justice, Donald Trump 
has done it again.

On 18th February he used the presiden-
tial pardon power, which is unlimited, to 
pardon four more sleazy jailbirds, some of 
whom have already served their sentences.

Trump’s pardons occurred one day after 
more than 1,000 former Justice Depart-
ment (DOJ) prosecutors and top officials, 
Democrats and Republicans, denounced 
the president’s interference in the admin-
istration of justice.

They also blasted Trump’s Attorney Gen-
eral, William Barr, for kowtowing to Trump’s 
tweets about who to jail and who to let go.

Trump’s present batch of pardons also 
comes just before judgement involving 
Trump’s other recent high-profi le interfer-
ence, demanding Barr cut the sentence of 
Trump crony Roger Stone. US District Judge 
Amy Berman Jackson will sentence Stone 
on 20th February.

Barr cut his prosecutors’ initial recom-
mendation of seven to nine years on a wide 
range of charges involving Stone’s dealings 
with Eastern European interests and regimes. 
Stone’s four prosecutors took their names 
off  all the sentencing recommendations, and 
one outright quit DOJ in protest.

In his latest batch of pardons, Trump 
commuted the sentence of former Illinois 
Governor Rod Blagojevich (D) who hawked 
Barack Obama’s old US Senate seat to “bid-
ders” in return for campaign contributions. 
In 2012, the governor drew fourteen years.

Trump said one reason he commuted the 
governor’s sentence was hearing from the 
governor’s wife. Another was that former 
FBI Director James Comey, whom Trump 
later fi red and who still is a target of Trump’s 
vitriolic tweets, directed the investigation.

Trump pardoned ten other people, several 
of whom have already served their time. The 
most prominent are former pro football team 
owner Edward DeBartolo Jr, convicted junk 
bond king Michael Milken and an associate 
of Trump’s personal lawyer, Rudy Giuliani. 
DeBartolo pleaded guilty in 1998 to failing 
to report a felony in a bribery case.

The associate, Bernard Kerik, was 
Giuliani’s New York City police commissioner. 
He had served three years for tax fraud and 
lying to offi  cials. Since getting out, CNN 
reported, Kerik has been adviser to other 
people facing federal charges, including one 
of the Navy SEALs, convicted of war crimes, 
whom Trump pardoned earlier this year.

Trump’s pardons fi t a past pattern of the 
mercurial president: Pardon your pals and 
punish your enemies, even more than Rich-
ard Nixon threatened to do. The Blagojevich 
pardon, Trump told reporters, was partially 
because Comey pushed the investigation of 
the governor.

Trump’s pardons also override the normal 
process for seeking and getting a presidential 
pardon, going through a special offi  ce in the 
Justice Department that evaluates pardon 
applications.

“I really rely on recommendations of 
people that know them,” Trump said of the 
latest batch he let go. That could be said of 
the others, too.

Milken was the biggest crook in the 
latest crowd of Trump pardons. The former 
junk-bond king pleaded guilty more than 
twenty years ago to manipulation of thrift 
institutions, insider trading, bribery of fund 
managers and cheating his own company, 
Drexel Burnham Lambert.

His sentence on six counts: Up to thirty 
years, a $600 million fi ne and a public 
admission, in open court, of wrongdoing, 
according to Den Of Thieves, investigative 
reporter James Stewart’s book about Wall 
Street’s multitude of scandals.

Blagojevich, a product of the old Chicago 
machine, went to jail in 2012 – but not before 
signing a raft of pro-worker laws, including 
several during an AFL-CIO Executive Council 
meeting in Chicago’s Drake Hotel.

But after the Chicago Sun-Times uncov-
ered the governor’s crimes, his own legisla-
ture’s majority Democrats impeached and 
convicted him a decade ago. The State Senate 
vote was unanimous. Blagojevich went to 
jail in 2012. Trump commuted his 14-year 
sentence to time served.

DeBartolo was involved with another 
political crook: Former Governor Edwin 
Edwards, D-La. DeBartolo was fi ned $1 
million, but with no jail time, for failing to 
report Edwards’ attempted solicitation of 
a bribe from DeBartolo to get a gambling 
license in Louisiana.

To be fair, Trump is not the fi rst presi-
dent, or even the fi rst Republican president, 

to abuse his pardon power to let high-profi le 
convicts and/or political pals walk.

Trump issued eighteen other pardons 
before the 18th February batch. Two were to 
anti-government ranchers in the infamous 
months-long standoff  in Oregon several 
years ago. And Blagojevich wasn’t even the 
fi rst Chicagoan Trump pardoned.

Last 25th May, he pardoned former 
Sun-Times owner and publisher Conrad 
Black, who had served forty-two months 
in jail, starting in 2011, for mail fraud and 
obstruction of justice. Black basically looted 
the paper before taking it into bankruptcy.

Trump’s fi rst presidential pardon, in 2017, 
went to former Maricopa County (Phoenix) 
Sheriff  Joe Arpaio, whom Trump pardoned 
even before the sheriff  could be tried on 
federal contempt of court charges. Arpaio, 
sheriff  for twenty-four years, lost in 2016.

For Trump, Arpaio’s jailing of brown-
skinned people with Hispanic names into 
tents behind barbed wire in the Arizona heat 
and holding them until he could throw them 
out of the country was just fi ne. Never mind 
that Arpaio defi ed a court order to stop.

And Trump also previously pardoned 
hard-right commentator Dinesh D’Souza, 
who broke campaign fi nance laws. Right-wing 
talking heads agitated for D’Souza to walk.

A third Trump pardon, in 2018, went to 
Lewis “Scooter” Libby, former Vice President 
Dick Cheney’s chief of staff . In retaliation for 
her husband’s revelation of the Bush admin-
istration’s lie about Iraq’s nuclear develop-
ment, Cheney outed the name of a former 
CIA agent, Valerie Plame. Libby served thirty 
months and was fi ned $250,000.

Democratic President Bill Clinton drew 
enormous criticism when, on his last day 
in offi  ce, 20 January, 2001 he pardoned 
French fi nancier Marc Rich, convicted on 
fi fty-one counts of tax evasion. The fl ak fl ew 
because Rich’s wife had given $1 million to 
the Clinton Library in Little Rock. Former 
Democratic President Jimmy Carter called 
the Marc Rich pardon “disgraceful.”

In August 1999, Clinton also pardoned 
sixteen members of FALN, the Puerto Rican 
paramilitary liberation group. The people, 
who drew sentences ranging from 35 years 
to 105 years. had set off  120 bombs in the 
United States, mostly in New York City and 
Chicago. There were convictions for con-
spiracy to commit robbery, bomb-making, 
and sedition, as well as fi rearms and explo-
sives violations

And the same day Clinton pardoned 
Rich, he pardoned two former members of 
the Weather Underground – one sentenced 
to forty years and the other to fi fty-eight – 
former Rep. Dan Rostenkowski, D-Ill, con-
victed of using congressional offi  ce account 
money for personal use, and Patty Hearst for 
her activities while captive of the Symbionese 
Liberation Army.

In 1992, Republican George H W Bush 
pardoned former GOP Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger before Weinberger 
faced trial on fi ve felony charges – includ-
ing obstruction of justice – from the Reagan 
administration’s Iran-Contra aff air.

And then there was, of course, the ulti-
mate pardon, of Nixon. By Gerald Ford.
People’s World 
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