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The government’s annual Closing the
Gap report was released on 12th Feb-
ruary 2020. It provides alarming data
on the failure of governments to meet
targets set in 2008 to reduce inequal-
ity between Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander, and non-Indigenous
Australians. The Coalition govern-
ment is now using the outcomes as a
reason to “refresh” the framework, in
particular to abolish the use of targets
towards achieving equality.

Closing the Gap was introduced by the
Rudd Labor government with the ultimate
aim of achieving equality by 2031 and meeting
specific targets on a number of critical social
indicators on the way. Five out of seven of
the set targets have not been met or are not
on track according to the report:

1. Close the life expectancy gap by 2031
—not on track. In 2015-17 life expectancy
gaps at birth were 8.6 years for males and
7.8 years for females.

2. Child mortality rate target 94 per
100,000 by 2018 — not met. It was 141 per
100,000 — twice the rate for non-Indigenous
children at 67 per 100,000. In the Northern
Territory it was a shocking and incredible
305 per 100,000 over the period 2014-18.

3. Ninety-five per cent of all Indigenous
four-year-olds enrolled in early childhood
education by 2025 — on track except for
Northern Territory.

4. Halve the gap for Indigenous children
in school attendance by 2018 — not met.
A gap of ten per cent remains. The attend-
ance rate has declined under the Coalition
government.

5. Halve the gap in the share of Indig-
enous children at or above national mini-
mum standards in reading and numeracy
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by 2018 — not met although the gap has
narrowed.

6. Halve the gap in employment outcomes
by 2018 — not met. The employment rate
over the ten years has risen slightly by 0.9
per cent. It is around forty-nine per cent
compared to around seventy-five per cent
for non-Indigenous Australians.

7. Halve the gap in Year 12 or equiva-
lent attainment rates by 2020 — on track.
The gap has narrowed by fifteen percentage
points — from around forty per cent in 2008
to twenty-five per cent points in 2018-19.

There are huge differences in the progress
or lack of between urban, remote, and very
remote areas, where the gap is far wider for
the latter two.

An Epiphany?

In his speech tabling the report in Par-
liament, the Prime Minister Scott Morrison
called Closing the Gap as, “A tale of good
intentions. Indeed, good faith.

“But the results are not good enough. The
four “expiring” targets that were supposed
to be met by 2018 were not met.

“Over decades, our top-down, ‘govern-
ment knows best’ approach has not delivered
the improvements we all need.

“Today I make the final report of an old
approach, as well as the first report of a new
era,” Morrison said.

He added that “despite the best inten-
tions” Closing the Gap has never really been
a partnership with Indigenous people.

“We perpetuated an ingrained way of
thinking passed down over two centuries
and more. And it was the belief that we
knew better than our Indigenous peoples.
We don’t,” he said.

In his foreword to the government
report, Morrison speaks of a new Closing
the Gap framework, still to be put in place.
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“A process that is truthful, strengths-based,
community-led, and that puts Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people at the centre.”

Morrison was not short on rhetoric, but
can he be believed? Will the new approach of
“partnership” with Indigenous Australians
be any different?

“Together we are setting out towards a
goal we all share: that is, for every Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander child to grow up
with at least the same opportunities in life
as every other Australian,” Morrison said in
his foreword to the report.

Refreshing the Gap

“This Closing the Gap report points to
the future, a new path where Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people share owner-
ship to improve life outcomes for current
and future generations. It closes off on an
era of reporting against targets set by gov-
ernments,” the report states.

The refusal to set targets has a familiar
ring to it (remember climate change?).

“I look forward to honouring our com-
mitment to partnership. I want to make
sure Indigenous Australians are genuinely
positioned to make informed choices, forge
their own pathways and reach their goals.”

There is a significant difference between
Morrison’s “same opportunities” and “equal-
ity” as used in the aims of Closing the Gap.

There is no recognition of the cuts in
funding to essential Indigenous services and
other funding shortages. Instead the PM’s
speech gives the impression that more money
is being poured into Indigenous programs.

So, it is no targets, no benchmark to
measure any progress, opportunities replac-
ing equality, and no doubt blame the victim if
Indigenous Australians fail to lift themselves
out of poverty and unemployment.

The report describes this as the “Gap

Keep Flying the Red Flag:

It Attracts New Members

Refresh Process.” Words that might unfor-
tunately be the true agenda.

Hypocrisy

There has been a systematic defunding of
Indigenous-controlled community organisa-
tions since the Abbott government.

In 2014 the Coalition axed the funding
of the most democratically elected and
representative peak body of Indigenous
organisations — the National Congress of
Australia’s First People. Last year it entered
into voluntary administration due to lack
of funds.

The Abbott government set up its own
hand-picked Indigenous Advisory Council
in 2014. If Morrison is serious about and
“community-led,” approach “that puts Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander people at
the centre,” then he should immediately
restore funding to the National Congress
of Australia’s First People; close his hand-
picked outfit down; and restore funding
to Indigenous-controlled community
organisations.

The government would end the Inter-
vention and abolish the cashless debit card,
policies that have further impoverished and
stigmatised those on the receiving end, let
alone serving to close the gap.

The Coalition would also reopen the Com-
munity Development Employment Projects
(CDEP) scheme that it closed in 2015, driving
thousands of people into unemployment and
sending Indigenous businesses to the wall.

Don’t hold your breath waiting for real
change. Real change requires a real change
in government — a government of a new type.
One that puts Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders first before the profits of the big
mining corporations, and cattle and sheep
station owners. @
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“FREEDOM OF DISCUSSION,
UNITY OF ACTION”

Two weeks ago, Channel Ten broke an exclusive story
regarding the Otis Group — a “group of rebel” MPs who,
according to ALP senator Don Farrell, are “interested
in supporting coal-workers.” This story was so exclusive
that even Anthony Albanese didn’t know about it until
Ten political editor Peter van Onselen broke it to him.

After Kevin Rudd’s leadership challenge rules were
implemented in 2013 there seemed to bring over peace
within the ALP in the last five years, which constituted
part of a decade that saw a revolving door of prime min-
isters from both sides of the political aisle.

The Coalition has also had its fair share of political
leadership turmoil. We have seen three prime ministers
and two deputy prime ministers during their time in
government. The tally of deputy prime ministers might
have been higher had Barnaby Joyce been successful in
his attempt to return as Nationals leader earlier this
month.

On this point, what is it that all bourgeois parties
have in common? The answer is this: factionalism. The
open display of “Left” and “Right” wings within these
parties allows schisms to emerge and even dominate
their parties.

Lenin saw the damage factionalism caused and start-
ed work to implement its prohibition. This started with
the 6th Congress in 1917, where Lenin’s organisational
principle of democratic centralism would be the guiding
tactic which the Bolsheviks (and subsequent communist
parties) would implement to avoid public demonstrations
of internal battles. These rules were: “That all directing
bodies of the Party, from top to bottom, shall be elected;
that Party bodies shall give periodical accounts of their
activities to their respective Party organisations; that
there shall be strict Party discipline and the subordina-
tion of the minority to the majority; that all decisions
of higher bodies shall be absolutely binding on lower
bodies and on all Party members.”

By the 10th Congress factionalism was banned.
Lenin’s report from that congress, On Party Unity,
stated: “It is essential that all class-conscious workers
clearly realise the harmfulness and inadmissibility of
any factionalism whatsoever which inevitably leads,
in practice, to less friendly work and to repeated and
intensified attempts by enemies of the ruling party who
have attached themselves to it under false pretences,
to deepen the divisions and use them for purposes of
counter-revolution.”

However, Lenin didn’t devise democratic centralism
as a means to stamp out any and all dissent. In his Report
on the Unity Congress of the R.S.D.L.P., (A Letter to the
St. Petersburg Workers), Lenin summed up democratic
centralism as “freedom of discussion, unity of action.”
That is to say, within the party, discussion and debate
are encouraged.

It is important that comrades practice this principle;
that we are open in our discussions with comrades, we
put our best arguments forward in order for comrades
to make the most informed decisions possible so that the
best positions can be won and that ultimately they are
abided by. Without this discipline of unity the bourgeoi-
sie will inevitably find our political cracks and break us.

However, it is because we are a party of a new type,
and not of the bourgeois type, that we can exploit this
weakness in the bourgeoise. It is clear that in their pub-
lic show of infighting that bourgeois politicians do not
care about the working-class, that their focus (outside
of securing the interests of capitalists) is political power
that merely furnishes the ego of this or that factional
leader. Lenin saw that it was necessary for a communist
party to destroy factionalism if it were to achieve its
goal of being a vanguard party; that egos of a group of
individuals not dominate party life if it is to secure better
conditions for the working class. This more evident today
in Australia’s political climate than perhaps ever before.
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The exposures of wage theft continue. Employers for too
long have acted with impunity. Theft is theft and should be
punishable, not just with fines for the company involved
but also hefty penalties for the individuals that must

be paid by the offenders themselves. Keep reading and
supporting the Guardian with a contribution to the Press
Fund. Our thanks go to all who made contributions this
week:

This week’s contributions: A Fox $20, Dr Dittura $10,
Digireb $25

This week’s total: $55.00 Cumulative total: $710.00
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TRADE UNION STRIKE UPDATES

UWU: The Employees at Onelink (Guardian #1903) won their demands. They secured
four, three, and three per cent pay increases over three years.

RTBU: The Dispute with Yarra Trams (Guardian #1902) is unresolved. Further Industrial
action was held on 17th February and 20th February from 10am - 2pm with stoppages
for the whole tram network of Melbourne.

RTBU: Dispute with V/Line included a twenty-four hour strike for station staff, booking
clerks, and train conductors on 18th February for Ballarat, Maryborough, and Ararat
lines; twenty-four hour strike for station staff and train conductors on 19th February
for Traralgon and Bairnsdale lines

TWU: Dispute with Jetstar (Guardian #1902) failed to find resolution. Ground workers at
Jetstar went on strike for twenty-four hours on 19th February at six different airports
in Melbourne, Brisbane, Sydney, Cairns, Adelaide, and Perth

ASU: Campaign to stop the privatisation of VicRoads continues (Guardian #1902). The
rally was held outside of Princes Theatre, Melbourne on 18th February.

UNITED

CORRECTIONS

In last week'’s Guardian editorial (#1903) it was noted that the Greens are
campaigning to raise the rate of the unemployment benefit to $75. This was
incorrect. The Greens passed a motion in the Senate to increase Newstart to $95
per week.

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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CPA MESSAGE OF SOLIDARITY
WITH THE PCV

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia expresses its work-
ing-class solidarity with the
Communist Party of Venezue-
la (Partido Comunista de Ven-
ezuela, PCV) and its members
particularly those in the oil
industry organised in class-
oriented unions.

It was with concern that the CPA
received the PCV statement about
police repression and intimidation
of trade unionists and members of
the PCV.

The CPA has clearly expressed
support for President Nicolas Maduro
and the Bolivarian government. The
CPA campaigns against the US eco-
nomic war on the people of Venezuela
and the sanctions that directly affect
workers and people in general.

We stand firm against the regime
change practices by the Trump

Find out more about the
Communist Party

Administration which includes the
recognition of self-proclaimed presi-
dent which has proven to be a puppet
of the US government.

At the same time the Commu-
nist Party of Australia expresses its
concerns for the reported repression
and intimidation of the Oil workers
and members of the PCV who were
detained and reportedly tortured
while in custody on 13th February
2020.

We call on the Bolivarian gov-
ernment to investigate those actions
and if found guilty the perpetrators
must be punished.

Trying to find a revolutionary way
out to the crisis is a demand from
the Communist Party of Venezuela
towards a working-class solution in
the interest of all Venezuelans.
Communist Party of Australia

February 2020
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weh www.cpa.org.au
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Tom’s Corner

CPA Statement on
Climate Emergency

FIGHTING FOR
OUR LIVES!

The chaotic nature of capitalist mar-
kets has brought the planet to the
current predicament of growing pov-
erty, growing water and food stress-
es, spreading desertification, ocean
acidity and more frequently occur-
ring natural disasters. As well we see
the rapid extinction of many species
of animals and plants that fall victim
to the disasters or can’t adapt quickly
enough to the changes.

The capitalist economic system ignores
the material realities that all production
ultimately depends on the use of materials
drawn from the natural world, and all waste
from production and consumption eventu-
ally finds its way into the environment. The
current state of climate instability is the
greatest ever market failure.

Sustainable development must be a pri-
ority goal, not only for the survival of the
human race but also for life as we know it.
This is only possible through the democratic
social control of the means of production,
rational planning and production for peo-
ple’s needs.

These issues are completely antagonis-
tic to capitalism; a system that generates
environmental disasters, unemployment
and wars. Socialism offers the scope and
means that capitalism does not have to solve
the environmental crisis and to deliver a
sustainable planet for all.

Workers must be part of climate solu-
tions, and benefit from just and equitable
transition programs. To free themselves
from the climate chaos workers and trade
unions must be bold and join with other
groups to fight for system change. This will
not happen without struggle.

The history of the coming decades has
to be one of massive environmental strug-
gles, alongside the struggles for workers’
rights and to save humanity from exploi-
tation and oppression. Workers and their
communities must draw on the tactics of
working-class struggle to win urgent action
on climate change and material wins for the
working class.

Governments doing the bidding of their
corporate masters are running fierce political
and media campaigns to confuse and divide

the people about who are responsible and who
are victims of the environmental problems.

Large capitalist media lobbyists point
the finger at the working-class families for
their habits while the interests of certain sec-
tions of monopoly capital are left untouched.
This dangerous idea lulls otherwise socially
minded individuals into the illusion that
individual-level decisions alone are the
solution to the environmental crisis. The
Australian government talks about mitiga-
tion and adaption.

Adaption as a solution is flawed by the
same false premise as growth being without
limits and mitigation through technology
while bound to profits will not deliver.

The scientific and technological devel-
opment of technology for reducing carbon
emissions, mitigation and renewables
remains in the hands of the big corporations
whose primary reason for such technology
is profits. Western governments have failed
to provide the means for such technology in
developing countries in line with their com-
mitments under the Kyoto Protocol. These
developments have the prime objectives
of fuelling profits and green-washing their
supply chain to appear as environmentally
friendly to their consumers.

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA)
demands for technological development to
address the climate crisis be in the hands of
the people. There must be a redistribution of
wealth to combat global inequality created
by climate change and a process of a just
transition for workers.

The CPA demands the Australian gov-
ernment to commit to zero carbon emissions
by 2050.

The CPA campaigns for an end to the
capitalist system, an end to the wars that
see the US military emerge as the largest
contributor to greenhouse gas emissions
in history.

The CPA calls for global cooperation,
a sharing of knowledge and technological
resources, the immediate commencement to
building the infrastructure required to sup-
port an energy and transport system based
on 100 per cent renewable energy.

Communist Party of Australia
February 2020
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Ryan Burley

In 2019, we saw a significant escala-
tion in how the climate emergency is
unfolding on a global scale. By looking
at recent developments we can achieve
two things. First, we can illustrate just
how serious the climate emergency has
become. Second, we can highlight the
role of capitalism in the climate crisis
and emphasise its structural inability
to deal with the situation. Having done
this, it will become clear that the only
viable pathway through the climate cri-
sis is a global transition to socialism.

Fires are an obvious place to begin our
enquiry. As most of us know, the current
Australian bushfire season has been one
of the most devastating we have ever seen.
The latest figures indicate that 18.6 mil-
lion hectares have burned — 5.2 million
hectares just in New South Wales. Almost
3,000 homes have been lost and thirty-four
people have died.

In mainstream media, coverage of the
environmental impact of the fires has mostly
focused on the one billion animals that have
perished in the disaster. The loss of these
animals is certainly a tragedy and it is likely
that there has been a profound impact on
biodiversity in our country. However, less
attention has been given to what is arguably
a far more worrying environmental outcome
of the fires: carbon emissions.

This fire season has seen an estimated
350 million tonnes of carbon being pumped
into an already choking atmosphere. In 2019,
Australia’s net greenhouse gas emissions
from industry, transport, energy produc-
tion and so on, were 560 million tonnes.
Emissions from bushfires are not included
in this measure. The current bushfire season
has contributed an additional sixty-two per
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cent to Australia’s annual “business as usual”
emissions.

Fires like what we are seeing in Australia
will become more common as a result of
climate change. We are not faced with an
anomaly, but the new normal. A 2008 report
commissioned by the Australian government
predicted the conditions of the current bush-
fire season almost to a letter. And contrary
to the misinformation efforts from Murdoch
media and the current government, scientists
and experts confirm that these conditions
will continue to worsen.

Deteriorating conditions are leading to
unprecedented fires. These fires release even
more carbon into the atmosphere, which
leads to faster global heating. This scenario
is known as a feedback loop. Feedback loops
occur when an event that is caused or influ-
enced by climate change exacerbates climate
change, creating an exponential cycle of
degradation. In other words, the worse it
gets, the worse it gets.

The concentration of atmospheric carbon
once again reached a new high in 2018, with
an average measure of 408 parts per million
(ppm). In 2008, the average measure was
385 parts per million. This represents a 5.2
per cent increase in just ten years.

These figures are shocking but not sur-
prising given that global emissions continue
to rise. In 2010, global CO2 emissions were
33.1 billion tonnes. In 2019, global CO2
emissions were 36.8 billion tonnes. In the
last ten years, despite all the talk of renew-
able energy and sustainable development,
global carbon emissions rose by 11.1 per cent.

The alarming result of our failure to
control carbon emissions is borne out by
this single fact from the IPCC’s 2018 Spe-
cial Report: even if every country on the
planet were to go carbon neutral today, the
residual effect of historic emissions will still
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take us to 1.5°C degrees of global warming
by around 2030.

What we are currently experiencing is
the result of a 1°C increase. An increase in
the global mean surface temperature of 1.5°C
is guaranteed, no matter what we do. How
we act now will determine whether we reach
1.5°C before turning things back around, or
whether we overshoot and hurtle towards
2°C and higher.

Massive fires were not isolated to Aus-
tralia in 2019. The fires in the Amazon were
largely the result of Brazil’s far-right President
Bolsonaro encouraging violent deforestation
to expand the meat and biofuel industries.
Extensive fires were also seen throughout
Africa, Europe, the US, and Asia.

The most worrying fires, however, were
those in the Arctic. The 2019 fires in Sibe-
ria, Alaska, Canada, and Greenland were
unprecedented in scale. Fires in this region
also affected areas of permafrost — soil that
remains at or below 0°C for two or more
years — which does not usually burn during
the region’s annual fires.

Also, in 2019, scientists discovered a
troubling feedback loop: The Arctic perma-
frost has now become a net emitter of green-
house gases, as opposed to a net sink. This
means that emissions of carbon, methane,
nitrous oxide, and other harmful gases from
the arctic permafrost have now reached the
point where they are no longer absorbed by
subarctic forests.

Scientists estimate that the total amount
of greenhouse gases held in the Arctic per-
mafrost is close to double the amount that
humans have emitted into the atmosphere
since the beginning of industrialisation.

As a greenhouse gas, methane is three
times more potent than carbon. Nitrous
oxide is 300 times more potent. Add to
this the fact that the Arctic is warming at a
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disproportionate rate, as much as three times
the pace, and it is obvious that the permafrost
feedback loop has the potential to rapidly
outrun our ability to do anything about it.

Such is the current state of play. Unfor-
tunately, many people still believe that we
can rely on capitalism to navigate a safe path
through the climate emergency. We will now
examine precisely why this is an unrealistic
expectation.

Capitalism Against Nature

To think that we can tackle the climate
emergency within the paradigm of capitalism
is absurd. It defies the fundamental math-
ematics of the capitalist mode of production.
The basic, defining imperative of capitalism
is economic growth, which necessitates the
further destruction of nature.

When it comes to the primal urge for
capital to expand itself, Marx is unequivo-
cal. “The expansion of value,” Marx writes
in Capital, “becomes [the capitalist’s] sub-
jective aim, and it is only in so far as the
appropriation of ever more and more wealth
in the abstract becomes the sole motive of his
operations, that he functions as a capitalist,
that is, as capital personified and endowed
with a consciousness and a will ... The rest-
less, never-ending process of profit-making
alone is what he aims at.”

With regards to the destruction of nature
under capitalism, Marx has this to say in his
Grundrisse: “Nature becomes for the first
time simply an object for mankind, purely a
matter of utility; it ceases to be recognised as
a power in its own right; and the theoretical
knowledge of its independent laws appears
only as a stratagem designed to subdue it
to human requirements, whether as the
object of consumption or as the means of
production.”

“Pursuing this tendency,” Marx continues,
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“capital has pushed beyond national bounda-
ries and prejudices, beyond the deification
of nature and the inherited, self-sufficient
satisfaction of existing needs confined within
well-defined bounds, and the reproduction
of the traditional way of life. It is destructive
of all this, and permanently revolutionary,
tearing down all obstacles that impede the
development of productive forces, the expan-
sion of needs, the diversity of production and
the exploitation and exchange of natural and
intellectual forces.”

We can put solar panels on every roof.
We can all drive electric cars and eat a plant-
based diet. But even if every human on the
planet does this it will not be enough, so long
as it is done within the capitalist paradigm.
Because of its reliance on constant expan-
sion, capitalism can only ever result in the
increased degradation the natural world.

In the previous section, I mentioned
the increase in the concentration of atmos-
pheric carbon. Tracking this change over
time demonstrates the undeniable link
between capitalism and climate change.
Data compiled by the US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Association indicates that,
for the last 800,000 years, the concentra-
tion of carbon in Earth’s atmosphere never
exceeded 300 parts per million (ppm) until
the modern era. This threshold was passed
for the first time in the year 1909 CE. In
2015, we passed 400 ppm.

Between the year 10,000 BCE and the
beginning of industrialisation in around 1750
CE, the average measure of atmospheric
carbon was approximately 270 ppm. Since
that time, when industrialised capitalism
based on fossil fuels became the dominant
mode of production, the concentration
of atmospheric carbon has seen a severe
increase. We are now at 408 ppm and rising.
This leaves no doubt that climate change is
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human-induced and that it is inextricably
linked to the capitalist mode of production.

In 1988, NASA scientist James Hansen
delivered what is considered to be the first
major public warning about climate change.
At a US congressional hearing, Hansen
warned that global temperature increases
were the result of human activity and that
they would only get worse without efforts to
drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Since then, awareness of the need to
pursue more eco-friendly practices has
become widespread. Despite this awareness,
however, global emissions have continued
to rise. Why is this the case? The answer is
simple: the majority of people — even those
who consider themselves environmentalists
— have allowed themselves to be convinced
that capitalism is capable of cleaning up the
mess that it made. This fantasy, conjured up
by fossil fuel companies and global corpora-
tions, has given those same companies space
to continue the expansion of capital while
doing nothing to mitigate the destruction of
the environment.

Eco-capitalism, sustainable develop-
ment, the Kyoto Protocol, emissions trading
schemes, carbon taxes, the Paris Agreement
— all this phrase-mongering is designed to
obscure the fact that capitalism is funda-
mentally incompatible with the mainte-
nance of a viable ecosystem. The evidence
is clear. There can be no green capitalism.
Sustainable development under capitalism
is a mathematical impossibility. Capitalism
created this problem. It cannot play a role
in the solution.

The Way Forward

The only feasible method of mass miti-
gation for climate change is to adopt a de-
growth mode of production. We must shift to
an economic model that serves human need,

not the hunger for profit. To put it simply,
the best tool we have for fighting the climate
emergency is socialism.

There has never been a better, more
appropriate time to transition away from
capitalism toward a higher stage of human
organisation. Capitalism, for all its faults,
has given us the infrastructure we need. If
we channel the productive energy that is
wasted under capitalism, we can easily fur-
nish the needs of people while scaling back
the destruction of the natural world.

Of course, there are significant hurdles
to overcome. People will need to unlearn a
hundred years of anti-communist propa-
ganda. They will need to suppress the knee-
jerk reaction that compels them to dismiss
socialism without ever questioning capitalism.

It is within this space of education that
there is work to be done. The growth of popu-
lar environmentalist movements around the
world indicates that many people are open-
ing up to the idea of revolutionary praxis.
However, an underdeveloped sense of class-
consciousness within these groups remains
a problem. Without education, any potential
revolutionary energy stagnates and ends up
being misdirected towards reformism. And
the ultimate achievement of reform is, of
course, the maintenance of the status quo.

Revolutionary leftists have long played an
educational role by raising class conscious-
ness and steering collective strategy within
trade unions. Environmental groups should
be no different. It is the duty of revolutionary
leftists to agitate within these movements
and guide people away from fantasies of
tinkering with capitalism and instead move
towards its total abolition.

If we are to succeed in fighting the cli-
mate emergency, international co-operation
must replace international competition. This
means divorcing ourselves from pointless,

arbitrary national divisions. We must refuse
aggressive foreign policy and resist the influ-
ence of the largest single user of fossil fuels
on Earth: the imperialist military of the
United States of America. A wholehearted
pursuit of climate action and climate justice
must include the overthrow of all imperialist
entities throughout the world.

We need to free ourselves from the imagi-
native constraints of capitalism — constraints
that force us to see only the predetermined
outcomes that suit the ruling class. When
it comes to action on climate change, the
capitalist elite and their puppet politicians
are stalling. Petty reforms and the merry-go-
round of bourgeois politics will not be enough
to avert the global climate catastrophe that
is unfolding this very moment.

We need to cast aside tools that are no
longer fit-for-purpose, open up our minds
and imagine new pathways. The choices we
make in the next few years will determine
the odds of survival for every living thing
on the planet.

The simple fact is this: change is coming
whether we like it or not. Either we begin
the process of systemic change now while
we still have room to manoeuvre, or we
continue to stall and hold on to our comforts
while painting ourselves into a corner. The
longer we wait, the more difficult it will be
to address the problem and the higher the
chances that we descend into a global fascist
dystopia defined by hunger, war and death.

We must not allow the magnitude of the
situation to force us into silence. There is
hope for the future. But that hope can only
be realised if we set aside our differences,
roll up our sleeves and work together to cast
aside the capitalist system that is churning
our planet into dead, gold bricks. &
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This week we have two articles for our
theory and history section. The first is a
theoretical article about the role of migrant
workers and their role within international-
ism. While this article was written in the 60s,
the rhetoric is still relevant today with anti-
unionism and racism being as rampant as
ever. The second article is a special report
on the Freedom Rides, a historical event in
Australia for the promotion of Indigenous

rights movement.

Australian Communist Thought and History
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MIGRANT WORKERS: A GROWING
INTEGRATION ON A BASE OF

INTERNATION

George Zengalis

One of the main characteristics of the
contemporary Australian working class
is its international origin.

In the Broadmeadows plant of Fords in
Victoria, thirty-one per cent of all workers
are Greeks, twenty-eight per cent Italian, and
only twenty-two per cent are either British
or Australian born.

Non-British migrants make up substantial
and often majority percentages of the entire
labour force in key industries such as vehicle,
steel, building, transport, clothing, rubber,
glass, liquor and food.

Whilst before the war ninety per cent
of Australia’s migrant intake was of Brit-
ish nationality, since 1945 of the 2,150,000
people who have settled permanently in
Australia, 1,200,000 have come from non-
British European countries.

An average of 120,000 people have been
arriving annually in Australia in the past
twenty-one years.

For many of them Australia is a strange
land, where perhaps a very little snow falls
in August, animals carry their babies in
pouches and 5,000 to 10,000 people work
under the one roof for one boss.

The labour movement’s traditional
question mark over immigration became
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a bigger one when dark-haired migrants
began to arrive.

The worst has not happened. Living
standards did not break down and Soccer has
not taken over Australian Rules and Rugby.

Economic conditions have, of course,
assisted decisively.

At the same time, the pouring of migrants
into the fast-growing monopoly enterprises,
such as GMH and BHP, soon confronted
them with bitter class conflicts, involving
very often their dignity as human beings.

Under those conditions migrants feel
the need to strive for working class unity
and action.

The GMH and Mount Isa strikes, which
have added a golden page in the struggle
book of the Australian labour movement,
had as their main prop the determination and
accumulated anger of the migrant workers
to do battle against the greed and arrogance
of two of the world’s largest monopolies.

Leadership

A feature of these struggles, particularly
that in GMH was the ability of many migrants
to give leadership to the workers in the lan-
guage and manner in which it was under-
stood and appreciated and a growing unity
between overseas and locally born workers.

Far from being an obstacle, the use of
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the Greek and Italian languages, the flow
of the militant traditions of Italy, Greece or
Finland, proved to be a very powerful unify-
ing and fighting factor.

Migrants do not cut their links with the
countries of their birth on departure. Social
and political thinking continues to be influ-
enced not only by past experiences but also
current developments in the “old country.”

In Europe such developments favour a
progressive leftward trend, ranging from
opposition to the American aggressive war
in Vietnam to national integrity, independ-
ence, and democratic alliances.

Impatience

For another feature of these struggles
was a definite degree of impatience and anar-
chism arising but of the non-working class
origin of many migrants, the opportunist
nature of immigration and the difficulty to
understand the tactical line of the unions,
their craft composition and the function of
the arbitration system.

Building trade union consciousness
is a major and elementary task as most
southern-Europeans, the great bulk of the
non-British migrants, become workers for
the first time in their lives, a fact that takes
a while to accept.

The policy of the ruling class is to make
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migrants occupy an inferior social and eco-
nomic position. Migrants, as a rule, get the
lowest paid jobs and the oldest inner subur-
ban houses, formerly occupied by the poorest
sections of the locally born working class.

Policies of economic and social discrimi-
nation have the effect of creating second-class
citizens and workers. This benefits only the
rich. The labour movement has a material
and moral interest to fight against it.

The left-wing which is conscious of the
need for internationalism is held in high
esteem and respect amongst migrants.

Continued mass immigration, its con-
centration in particular suppressed areas,
the need for migrants to face the new world
together, and to retain their national charac-
teristics and traditions, act as stimulus to the
growth of national minority consciousness
and organisation in industry and locality.

Recognition of the relevance to Aus-
tralia’s progress of the migrants’ distinct
ideas and traditions, and support for the
right to develop in this direction is a posi-
tive expression of working-class unity and
internationalism.

The migrants themselves realise their
best interests are not being served in isola-
tion from the rest’ of the working people.
This article appeared in Tribune,

May 1967. @
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Tribune Special Correspondent

When the full story is told of the Syd-
ney students’ “Freedom Ride” against
race discrimination in New South
Wales country towns it will shake a
lot of people.

It will reveal shameful treatment of Abo-
rigines by local RSL leaders and other “upper
crust” groups, police, health authorities and
government administrators.

It will also arouse widespread pride in the
courage and dignity with which the young
students and the local Aboriginal people,
young and old, have joined hands to expose
racial oppression and hysteria.

I met the students in Moree when they
had already become a national and interna-
tional news-sensation, after the attempt by
a young hooligan to wreck their bus at night
on the Walgett to Moree road.

I learned some of the things that have not
always come out clearly in the daily press.

For example, when the thirty students
set out from Sydney at midnight on February
12th, Negro folk song and dance performers
of the “Go Tell It on the Mountain” stage
company farewelled them, leading the sing-
ing of “We Shall Overcome” — an anthem
of the Negro civil rights movement in the
United States.

One of the main things about the students’
expedition has been that their visits have
encouraged many of the Aboriginal people
to stand up for their rights.

They have also encouraged many among
the white population who want to get rid of
discrimination and have won more over to
this viewpoint.

This was demonstrated in the experiences
in both Walgett and Moree.

In Walgett, where 900 of the 3,000
inhabitants are Aborigines, hundreds of
people, white and Aborigine, joined in discus-
sion of the discrimination issue, during the
seven-hour demonstration by the students
outside the Returned Servicemen’s Club
(which refuses membership to Aborigines).

In Moree, the students played an impor-
tant part in a combined operation that has
thrown a clear spotlight on the activities of
a powerful, bigoted minority in this town.

Australian Communist Thought and History

Students’ Report Will Shock

HEROIC STORY OF
“FREEDOM RIDE”

Cover-Up

Events of the last few days have shown
that this minority, like their counterparts
in Walgett, have worked hard to cover up
their own racism and dodge the publicity.

For example, they have tried to soft pedal
the exclusion of Aboriginal children from
the Moree swimming pool, as laid down in a
Moree Council Ordinance dated June 6, 1955.

What is not public knowledge is that this
offending colour-bar Ordinance, which the
student demonstrations challenged, was
REAFFIRMED by the Council at its meet-
ing last week, February 18. It is reported
that the only member to oppose it was the
Mayor, Alderman W Lloyd.

The Ordinance which applies also to the
Council’s Memorial Hall is worth quoting
from the 1955 minutes:

“3. Patronage of Baths and Memorial
Hall.

“that no person, being a full-blooded or
half-caste aboriginal native of Australia,
or being a person apparently having an
admixture of aboriginal blood, shall use
or occupy, or be present in or upon, or
be allowed or permitted or invited to
use or occupy or be present in or upon
the premises of the Council known as
the Memorial Hall, or in or upon any of
the buildings or places ancillary there-
to, including the supper-room, kitchen
servery, toilets and passages.

“AND THAT no such person as afore-
said shall use or occupy, or be present
in or upon or be allowed or permitted to
use or occupy or be present in or upon
the premises of the Council known as
the Bore Baths, or in or upon any of the
buildings or places enclosed therewith.”
That Ordinance was originally
recommended by the 1955 Council Works
Committee; and moved by Alderman
Col Robinson, seconded by Ald T Doyle
(deceased) and carried unanimously by:
the Mayor (Ald A Sadlier) and Ald W

T Tait, J Hawkins, A D Gildersleeve, A
Bulluss and J K Boland (deceased).

A group of typical Aboriginal school children at Moree sharply refutes such slander.

Last, week, when the students arrived in
Moree, they investigated conditions of Abo-
rigines at the segregated State Government
“reserve” as they had done at other places
of call — Wellington, Dubbo, Gulargambone
and Walgett.

Facts gained in these surveys, including
very bad housing, police brutality and ill-
treatment of Aboriginal children, will bear
a lot of looking into.

They made a check of the council regula-
tions and had an interview with the Mayor,
W Lloyd, Alderman Jones and a council
staff man, and learned of the ten-year-old
Ordinance.

During that day, the students demon-
strated at the Council Chamber, then at the
baths and were able to secure the entry of 31
Aboriginal children into the baths.

That night came a most important
development for Moree. Several-hundred
Moree citizens, with ex-alderman R Brown
prominent among them, held a public
meeting which, after some disruption by
a segregationist minority, overwhelmingly
carried a motion calling for an end to the
bath ban.

Mr Brown has consistently opposed the
Council’s policy on this issue. The students
were present at the meeting, and their capable
and courageous leader, Mr Charles Perkins,
was a speaker there, but basically it was a
public meeting of Moree people.

Violence

Such developments far outweighed the
disgraceful attempts of a frenzied minor-
ity to copy the violence of the US Southern
States so as to terrorise the students and
local citizens, particularly the Aborigines.

This was seen in Moree, last Saturday,
when the students were pelted with rubbish
and some suffered physical violence, from
the mobsters during the final demonstra-
tion at the swimming pool. But the demon-
strators won the day when they extracted
the pledge from Mayor Lloyd to move to
rescind the colour-bar Ordinance. More
serious was the attempted murder on the
Walgett-Moree road which the chartered
bus driver, Bill Pakenham, described to
me this way:

February 24,2020 O
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“We left Walgett at approximately 10
pm for Moree. About 3-4 miles out, we
were overtaken by a truck travelling at high
speed. It swung in front braking, causing
me to swerve the bus to the left to avoid a
collision.

“This was repeated twice more. On the
third time, I was unable to avoid a collision
and the bus and truck collided.

“The bus was forced over the embank-
ment. This was 3%2 to 4 feet high on an angle
of about 45 degrees. The bus could quite
easily have rolled, and I had to steer down
the embankment to prevent that happening.
The bus stopped about 100 yards further on
and about 30 yards off the road.”

Packenham said that they could quite
easily have been killed and was surprised
at the way the local newspapers played the
whole thing down.

He might well have added surprise that
most people feel that the police, after get-
ting the full facts of the attack, did not press
charges against the culprit.

This article appeared in the Tribune, February
1965. @
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Students demonstrate outside Moree Council Chambers against ordinance barring

Aborigines use of its swimming pool and memorial hall. Later the students demonstrated
outside the pool. Moree authorities claimed the law was to maintain hygiene.
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West Papua

Dear Editor
While the world’s attention has been
lately concentrated on the democracy
protests in Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, Chile,
and elsewhere around the world, there
has also been a mainly unreported
people’s uprising going on just north
of Australia, in West Papua.

Indonesia took over the former Dutch
territory in 1963 as caretakers until a vote
on its future was to be undertaken. In 1969,
a sham referendum was held with a small
number of people selected by Indonesian
authorities who were compelled to vote for
integration with Indonesia. It was not fair
or free and totally lacked the consent of the
people. The West Papuans have been resist-
ing Indonesian rule ever since.

After many years of low-level guerrilla
warfare and many outbreaks of unrest, the
latest protests have been widespread and a

clear expression of the Melanesian peoples’
yearnings for de-colonisation, self-determi-
nation and independence.

The indigenous West Papuan people have
suffered terribly under oppressive Indonesian
rule and are continuing to bravely resist the
Indonesian occupation of their homeland.
The Indonesian army has a sordid history of
mass killings, rights abuses, and other appall-
ing actions. Since the 1960s over 100,000
West Papuans have died in their struggle for
justice, dignity, and respect. West Papuans
are arrested, beaten, imprisoned, and killed
for expressing their opinions or for taking
part in peaceful protests.

The region is very rich in resources of
timber and minerals, but despite this West
Papuans are not getting any of the benefits.
And they have continuously endured human
rights violations, discrimination, inequality,
and brutal repression at the hands of the
Indonesian military.

Indonesia is blocking the internet and
reporters from entering, while the army again
tries to quell the unrest. We should demand
media access to the region so the world can
see what is happening there.

The people of West Papua rightly want
freedom, human rights, and democracy. It
is imperative that concerned people raise
their voices for these forgotten people who
have already suffered so much. We cannot
ignore the brutal injustice going on there
and the dire plight of its people. The West
Papuans desperately need and deserve our
support and help as they struggle to be free
from repressive colonial domination.

Steven Katsineris

Guardian
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Sydney Vigil

STOP
USA BLOCKADE

ON CUBA

Alsoﬁ solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm Tuesday March 17
Sydney Martin Place outside of US Consulate Office

Something to say?
Write to

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

KEEP FLYING THE RED FLAG:
IT ATTRACTS NEW MEMBERS

Roland Boer and Brynn Lewis

How do new members join the CPA?
The ways are many, but for the two
of us it was a similar experience: it
was due to the Red Flag.

We are both new members of the local
Newcastle branch. Sure, we have longer
histories as to why we joined, but let us
focus on how it was the Red Flag that
helped us make an active move to join
the CPA. In our different ways, we had
been at a march-cum-rally. In Newcas-
tle, these events involve various groups,
from unions through to the CPA. And at
these events, it has been the custom for
local party members to participate and,
where possible, fly a big red CPA flag.

Let us tell our stories.

Brynn writes:

Then, like a swollen river

that has broken bank and wall,
The human flood came pouring
with the red flags over all,

And kindled eyes all blazing
bright with revolution’s heat,
And flashing swords reflecting
rigid faces in the street.

When I was a child the Bushwhack-
ers cover of Henry Lawson’s poem was
played so often, on a bootlegged tape of
my father’s, that I can’t hear it today but
be taken back to the autumn of 1985.
Those lines particularly stuck with me.
The questions it caused me to ask my
parents are what set my political compass.
Time passed and soon without realising
I was working two jobs and political
opinion was something I thought I had
no time to indulge in.

Fast-forward to March 2014: then
it was that I saw the Red Flag above
the anti-Abbott march in Newcastle. I
was stunned! The Communist Party of
Australia existed! It all came back to me.
My father’s music, my grandmother’s
stories, my great grandfather’s. The site
of the flag that day steeled my resolve to
join the Party, and eventually I did. How
many are there who have a similar past to

mine? When they see “the symbol bright
and plain” would they too gather to it?
Those whose ancestors were workers,
who worked in mines, or manufacturing
jobs long since gone? Who have heard
the stories of the power of the union,
the power of solidarity and collective
bargaining? We who have the opportu-
nity of work today may only know the
gig economy, working when we can, at
the whim of employers, for what we can
get. Yet there are still those of us who
remember the stories of our forebears
and know that the rights left to us were
fought for by those who strode under
the Red Flag.

And Roland writes:

The first time I saw the flag was in
December, 2014: the hammer and sickle,
the five stars of the southern cross, and
“CPA” on a large Red Flag. I was thrilled
to see it, since it told me that the CPA was
alive and well, and that there is a local
branch. A seed was planted, although it
took a while to bear fruit.

The next year, I saw the flag again
at another event, and I followed up by
sending an email message or two to the
central committee. They gave me the
local branch secretary’s contact details.
After a few talks over coffee with a couple
of local members and an invitation for
them to attend a “China Road” confer-
ence I was organising (sponsored by the
Academy of Marxism in Beijing), I even-
tually raised the question of joining the
party. I did so — at long last — towards
the end of 2018.

There may be a host of ways to get out
the news about the party: word of mouth,
social media, the website, The Guard-
ian and Australian Marxist Review.
But the Red Flag should certainly be up
there with the most important. After all,
it is a flag with more than a century of
history. It gives an unambiguous mes-
sage to inquirers and new members like
ourselves: the Communist Party is here,
it is alive and kicking, and it stands for
a clear platform.

Keep flying the Red Flag! &
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POMPEO VISITING SENEGAL,
ANGOLA, AND ETHIOPIA

Darius Shahtahmasebi

The US Secretary of State’s
visit to Africa has more to do
with China than anything else.
After unveiling the first limb
of its Prosper Africa strate-
gy, the US finds itself further
locked in a geostrategic battle
against China.

Pompeo’s visit to Africa marks
the first time in over eighteen
months that an American cabinet
member has landed on sub-Saha-
ran Africa. According to Pompeo,
the reason he is visiting Senegal,
Angola, and Ethiopia is because
they are “three countries in vari-
ous stages of development in their
transition to democracy and their
stability.”

The more likely reason though
is to promote US investment as
a genuine alternative to Chinese
funding, all the while bad-mouthing
Beijing (something Pompeo has
been doing relentlessly for some
time). However, Pompeo’s trip
doesn’t appear to have produced
anything tangible so far, other than
anti-Chinese and pro-US rhetoric.
Just by way of example, he wrapped
up his visit to Senegal by stating
that the two partners had had “a
lot of conversation about security
issues” but indicated this issue was
still under review.

Given the Trump administra-
tion has begun targeting African
nations by considering their inclu-
sion in the infamous travel-ban list,
cutting aid programs (or making
them incredibly difficult to be
implemented in practice), locals
may be sceptical of the true motives
behind this lacklustre visit.

US’ “Prosper Africa”
strategy to counter
Chinese influence

In June last year, the Trump
administration officially rolled
out its Prosper Africa program at
the Corporate Council on Africa’s
US-Africa Business Summit in
Mozambique. The Brookings
Institute summarised the intent
of this program relatively aptly
when it posed the question: “Can
Trump’s Prosper Africa make
America greater than China and
other partners in Africa?”

TO FIGHT CHIN

The official rationale behind the
$50 million program (introduced
by none other than disgraced war-
hawk John Bolton) is to promote
“prosperity, security, and stability
in US-Africa relations.”

Unless they’ve been living
under a rock, I'd be surprised
if anyone actually believes that
Africa’s prosperity, security, or
stability is anywhere near the top
of Washington’s priorities. Under
the Trump administration, the
Indo-Pacific region has become
the military industrial complex’s
“priority theatre,” with Africa and
the Middle East slowly dwindling in
value. While Washington has talked
big on Africa, its actions suggest it
is hardly a continent that the US is
looking to invest too much time,
money or even American military
manpower in.

That being said, the US will
always have some cause for concern
so long as China is expanding its
influence in oil-rich regions centred
in geopolitically significant loca-
tions. As it transpires, these three
African nations in question are
integral to Chinese interests, so it
is no surprise the US made a show
of sending someone with Pompeo’s
status to talk with the leaders of
Senegal, Angola and Ethiopia.

Specifically, Angola is the third-
largest economy in sub-Saharan
Africa and the region’s second
largest oil producer. It is of key
relevance to the United States for
those reasons, as well as the fact
that US corporate giants Exxon-
Mobil and Chevron have signifi-
cant interests of their own in the
country’s oil fields; as do France’s
Total and Britain’s BP.

Out of any country in Africa,
Angola has received some of the
largest amounts of oil-backed
Chinese infrastructure loans. It
is China’s second largest trading
partner on the continent, and a
key source of China’s oil: it will
receive the bulk share of Angola’s
oil production. China also owns
approximately seventy per cent of
Angola’s national debt.

The populous nation of Ethio-
pia — the last leg of Pompeo’s Africa
tour — is one of the main destina-
tions for Chinese businesses looking
to invest in the continent. The two
nations have also demonstrated a

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo with "Startup Sunday" founder Mame Aminata Diambo, Dakar, Senegal,
February 16, 2020. (Photo: Andrew Caballero-Reynolds)

keenness to further promote mili-
tary ties. Ethiopia’s proximity to
Djibouti, which houses an official
Chinese military base, will also be
of some concern to the powers-
that-be in Washington, who further
view Ethiopia as a key security ally.

Out of the three, it may in fact
be Senegal that irks the United
States the most. In 2018, Senegal
joined China’s Silk Road Project —
the first West African nation to do
so. Senegal’s capital city, Dakar,
is also hosting the 2021 Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC).

In general, the African conti-
nent is predicted to have some 1.2
billion consumers by 2025. By the
year 2030, consumer and business
spending is expected to surpass $6
trillion. We can’t possibly have all
of these consumers investing their
hard-earned cash in Chinese-owned
enterprises. This dynamic equation
is not unbeknown to locals, as one
African literally told the Washing-
ton Post that Africa doesn’t inter-
est Donald Trump, as “all he cares
about is money.”

However, America’s hypocriti-
cal behaviour appears to be giving
African leaders a sense of unease
that the US is not going to look after
their best interests moving forward.
As a result, it is likely within its
rights to rely less and less on a
nation that helps sow instability
and chaos in the African region,
and turn instead to US adversaries

Why Africa disagrees
on China

It doesn’t take a genius to see
why Africa is likely not getting
too excited about Pompeo’s half-
hearted approach to befriend key
states in the region. The US has
been hyping up its intentions for
Africa all while combating China
for well over a year, little has been
done by US officials in that time to
strengthen the relationship with
Africa (even with the announce-
ment of the Prosper Africa strategy).

In comparison, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has visited Africa
multiple times. In 2018 he visited
Senegal to give Senegalese Presi-
dent Macky Sall the “golden key”
to a $52 million wrestling stadium
which came to fruition as part of a
large Chinese aid program. Further-
more, the Chinese foreign minister
has travelled to Africa at the start
of every new year for the last thirty
years. Donald Trump hasn'’t visited
Africa at all (but has made some
genuinely derogatory comments
about the region).

In light of this “which suitor?”
dilemma, Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta recently said that Africans
“don’t want to be forced to choose,”
noting that “we must begin to look
at Africa as the world’s biggest
opportunity, and I believe you
can dare to look at it with a fresh
eye.” At the end of the day, African

nations don’t want to be used as a
proxy battleground for the US and
China to engage in Cold War 2.0.

Broadly speaking, China is
Africa’s largest trading partner, with
two-way trade amounting to well
over $200 billion. Between 2010
and 2016, Chinese investment in
Africa doubled. In September 2018
alone, President Xi had committed
an extra $60 billion in financing,
which included $10 billion reserved
for Chinese buying of African
goods. The United States, on the
other hand, has barely increased
its investments since 2010.

Beijing has also lived up to its
promises of cancelling debt for
struggling nations, further putting
into question the idea that China
is actively using “debt-trap diplo-
macy” to bring these nations to
their heels. While the US likes to
paint an evil picture of China as a
predator pouncing on Africa and its
resources, the truth is that African
leaders are less likely to share this
sentiment — and even less likely to
believe that the US is genuine in its
recent rhetoric.

The US is visiting Africa out of
necessity to demonstrate its com-
mitment to its America-First-China-
Last foreign policy strategy, but is
not providing any commitment to
too much else.
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“SHUT DOWN CANADA”

Bri Sea

On 6th February in British Colombia, Canada,
Wet'suwet’en land defenders were arrested in
the middle of the night and their Unist’ot’en
camp raided by the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police (RCMP) while defending their own
land and sovereignty. RCMP was looking to
remove sovereign land defenders from their
traditional land so that the construction of a
proposed natural pipeline would go ahead.

These arrests led to protests and blockades nation-
wide to “Shut Down Canada” and to demand that
RCMP stand down and leave sovereign Wet’suwet’en
territory. These blockades and protests have been
ongoing since the arrests took place. Blockades are
occurring at the BC Legislature building, on railways
and on Wet’suwet’en land threatened by the pipe-
line. The railway blockade successfully shut down
most of Canada’s railway system on 14th February.
Prime Minister Trudeau claims to support the right
to protest, but says he draws the line on protests that
don’t follow the “rule of law.” It is clear, however,
that the Canadian government is an exception to its
own rules of law.

Like First Nations peoples in Australia,
Wet’suwet’en people have never sold their land
or signed a treaty with the Canadian government.
Wet’suwet’en people continue to practice their own
traditions, their own systems of governance, their
own language, and economic way of life, and so are
undoubtedly a colonised nation. Canada, the illegal
settler state, is simply occupying territory with the
goal of stealing resources, without permission from
the sovereign nation of the land.

The Wet’suwet’en verses Coastal GasLink pipe-
line is an example of the links between First Nations’
justice and climate justice. First Nations’ sovereignty
and the political action undertaken by themselves
and their allies, are a massive barrier for imperial
governments to overcome in order to exploit the land.

It also shows that colonisation is ongoing through
the removal of native people from their lands, and

the destruction and theft of the natural resources that
First Nations peoples rely on for their economic life.
This applies to Wet’'suwet’en territory as “this $6.6
billion project,” says Communist Party of Canada
(CPC) in their statement, “threatens the lands and
rivers which are crucial to the traditional way of life
of the Wet’suwet’en people, especially the viability
of their salmon fisheries.” The Youth Communist
League, the CPC’s youth organisation, has also been
present in the blockades to “Shut Down Canada.”

RCMP’s role in the ongoing colonisation of
Canada is shown in the removal of Wet’'suwet’en
land defenders — simply just another chapter in this
colonial relationship. For example, in 1873 Canada’s
mounted police were instrumental in the invasion
and theft of Indigenous land that has now become
Western Canada. The false mythology of “the Moun-
ties” has been disrupted and their true and historical
nature has been revealed in the present.

Unions in Canada such as British Columbia
Federation of Teachers, the BC Government and
Service Employees Union, and the Canadian Union
of Public Employees have announced solidarity
with Wet’suwet’en land defenders. However, the
Canadian government has been attempting to cause
friction between unions and First nations’ people
by insisting that the natural gas pipeline is in the
interest of unions to support since it would create
jobs. This is a lie orchestrated by the government to
split the most potentially revolutionary groups from
a unified front. A lie that is all too familiar for us in
so-called Australia.

The current situation in Canada echoes the
experience of First Nations peoples here. From
the Western Highway extension in Djab Wurrung
country from Buangor to Ararat, Victoria to the
construction of Adani mine in Wangan Jagalingou
country in Queensland, the links between colonial
removal of traditional owners, exploitation of natu-
ral resources, and climate justice are just as evident
here as it is for the Wet’suwet’en-Coastal GasLink
pipeline dispute. &

TORY IMMIGRATION PROPOSALS SEEK
TO DIVIDE WORKERS - OUR RESPONSE
MUSTN'T HELP THEM

Britain: The conservative
clampdown on allegedly “low-
skilled” immigrants is a clear
bid to divide working-class
communities.

It is presented as a bid to help
British workers, and bosses’ ability
to undercut pay and conditions by
bringing in cheap labour has been a
key factor in creating the “bargain-
basement” economy, dominated by
insecure work and poverty pay, that
we see around us.

Labour long presented this as
the risk presented by a Tory Brexit,
but its appeal to the supposed pro-
tections afforded by the EU rang
hollow when workers in sectors
from construction to hospitality
and from fast food to higher edu-
cation were already seeing their
pay squeezed, their hours varied
from week to week, their supposed
rights to securities such as sick- and
holiday-pay rendered void by a vari-
ety of dodgy employment models.

But it would be naive to believe
that a Tory attack on “low-skilled”
immigrants will assist the fight
against any of this.

The Conservatives have pre-
sided over the explosion in zero-
hours contracts and increased the
restrictions on trade unions whose
bargaining power is the key to
raising pay.

As Unite’s Diana Holland
warns, a total failure to police
standards — “an employer can
expect a visit [from Labour Market
Enforcement] once every 500 years”
— is responsible for the appalling
exploitation and abuse of workers
across many sectors, particularly
in areas with high proportions of
immigrant labour.

Their supposed concern that
immigrants speak English also
reeks of hypocrisy, when Tory
governments over the past decade
slashed more than £100 million
from Esol (English for speakers of

other languages) courses, reducing
funding by over half as part of their
generalised assault on adult edu-
cation. As Labour’s Diane Abbott
warns, the measure is more likely
to be seen as dog-whistle racism
than an attempt to improve skills
— especially coming as the govern-
ment’s commitment to the “hostile
environment” has been highlighted
by its indifference to the lives or
welfare of residents deported or
threatened with deportation in the
Jamaica fifty case.

Nor is the government’s advice
to employers to invest in automa-
tion to replace cheap labour likely to
presage anything good for workers
born in this country.

While certain exemptions have
been temporarily granted to agri-
business, whole sectors — social care
being one — will be plunged into
uncertainty, since they employ large
numbers of immigrant workers on
very low wages, meaning they are

likely to fall outside Patel’s defini-
tion of “skilled.”

Yawning gaps in the minis-
ter’s announcement could well be
loopholes for employers to exploit.
Immigration status tied to a set
wage raises questions about what
happens when a worker loses their
job. This is likely to give bosses
even more of a whip hand to super-
exploit foreign workers, as is vague-
ness over the status of families and
dependants.

This makes it essential that the
labour movement responds to this
attack on a class basis, rejecting
attempts to set workers against
each other and prioritising our
united fight for better wages and
conditions.

Posing as champions of the
EU’s free movement model is likely
to alienate as many people as it
appeals to, since the government
has shrewdly pointed out that when
the new system kicks in non-EU

immigrants will no longer be at an
automatic disadvantage, something
likely to appeal to established south
Asian and West Indian communi-
ties among others.

Echoing the dismay of business
owners who doubt their ability to
recruit here risks a tacit endorse-
ment of a business model based
on rock-bottom wages, which our
movement emphatically rejects.
Adopting the priorities of certain
capitalist employers was a fatal
mistake made over the EU which
cost Labour the last election; if con-
tinued it will further isolate the left.

The socialist left must fight
for the rights of all workers and
an understanding of our common
interests against capital, an under-
standing best developed by trade-
union membership.
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