
On 22nd February, hundreds of thou-
sands of Australians will be in the 
streets fi ghting for our lives, for the 
survival of humanity.

The ruling elites and the corporations they 
serve are the principal obstacles to change. 
They cannot be reformed, and they will not 
give up power willingly. And this means 
revolution, we have to take power into our 
hands to save our lives. 

The richest 0.54 per cent, or 42 million 
people across the world, are responsible 
for more emissions than the poorest half of 
the global population or 3.8 billion people. 

Australia is the highest emitter on a per 
capita basis in the world, yet our Govern-
ment continues to undermine international 
eff orts to bring climate change under control 
as they did at the recent Madrid Conference.

Capitalist business is driven by the bottom 
line, by how much profi t can be made. There 
is no meaningful planning for the future. Each 
day corporate decisions have to be made to 
please the investors and stockholders. They 
will not redirect the trillions of dollars and 
scientifi c and technical expertise spent on 
the military toward saving us from environ-
mental catastrophe. 

The chaotic nature of capitalist markets 
and the capitalist drive for profi t got the 
planet into the current predicament and won’t 
provide the way out. At its core the driver is 
for profi t whatever the cost, not the needs 
of people. Our economic system ignores the 
fact that all production ultimately depends 
on the use of materials from the natural 
world, and all waste from production and 
consumption eventually fi nds its way into 
the environment. 

We the people will have to make the 
changes needed to save our world.

As oceans rise and temperatures soar, 
ecosystems will continue to collapse. As 
resources diminish, social unrest and civi-
lisation collapse are likely. The most mar-
ginalised and vulnerable in society will be 
hit fi rst and hit hardest. And if we continue 
on our current path, the future of our spe-
cies is at risk.

Damage resulting from climate change is 
already with us – bush fi res and fl oods, more 
intense and frequent extreme weather events 
like hurricanes, droughts, and heat waves; 
rising sea levels that threaten the homes, 
lives and livelihoods of millions of people.

Climate change has become more destruc-
tive. Hundreds of thousands of people have 
lost their lives through drought; from killer 
hurricanes, cyclones and tornadoes; from 
landslides and fl ooding; from raging bush-
fi res. Species are disappearing. 

The scientifi c consensus is that the path 
ahead is far worse with widespread food 
and water scarcity, increased exposure to 
diseases, economic decline and damage to 

the infrastructure, ecosystems, and social 
systems that provide essential benefi ts to 
communities.

Australia has seen an extraordinary 
season of environmental catastrophe includ-
ing thirty deaths, 3,000 houses burnt to the 
ground, 1 billion animals killed and over 3 
million hectares of land burnt to a crisp and 
all this on top of the worst drought for years. 
Despite this the Coalition Government con-
tinues to give credence to the climate change 
deniers in its ranks. 

We have to get rid of the vested interests 
that continue to profi t from our suff ering if 
we have any hope of saving our lives. A huge 
political and economic struggle is needed to 
turn things around.

It is impossible to reverse the momentum 
toward disaster without economic planning.

In order to have sustainable develop-
ment, a country has to have a plan for its 
economy. There are only a few countries 
today with planned economies. Most notable 
are China and Cuba. 

Socialism off ers the scope and means, 
which capitalism does not have, for solving 
the environmental crisis and to deliver to 

workers a sustainable planet, with a decent 
life, work, and rights. 

Workers must be part of climate solu-
tions, and benefi t from just and equitable 
transition programs. To free themselves from 
climate chaos workers and trade unions must 
join with other groups to fi ght for system 
change. This will not happen without struggle. 

In recent years a new movement, often led 
by young people, has grown up in Australia 
and many other countries. Calls for system 
change and signs that denounce capitalism 
have become increasingly popular.

Large marches of hundreds of thousands 
of people have taken place but the huge cor-
porations continue to dominate the political 
agenda. They block eff orts to limit global 
warming, promote climate deniers and spread 
lies about environmentalists. The capitalist 
ruling class is fi ghting to stay in control and 
prevent any real change.

In Australia, the Murdoch press and Sky 
News employ the likes of Andrew Bolt, Alan 
Jones, and Peta Credlin to use every subter-
fuge and lie to defend the relentless mining 
of Australia for the profi t of rich individuals.

The two-party system is obsolete and 

unable to move on climate change. Fighting 
for our future means supporting and voting 
for progressive and socialist parties.

The coming decades must be a time of 
massive environmental struggles. Our move-
ment is demanding action now to delay and 
hopefully reverse the growing climate dis-
aster which threatens every living thing on 
this planet. And this demands real system 
change. 
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BANDT IN, DI NATALE OUT: 
WHAT DO COMMUNISTS DO?

Two weeks ago, Greens MP Adam Bandt assumed 
leadership of the Australian Greens. In the aftermath 
of the shock resignation of Richard Di Natale it left many 
wondering: what will a Bandt-led Greens look like?

It didn’t take long before conservative pundits foamed 
at the mouth upon Bandt’s ascension. Andrew Bolt quali-
fi ed Bandt as the “angriest, nastiest and maybe most 
stupid” Greens leader yet.

Scare-tactics from the Murdoch press aside, what does 
Bandt’s leadership mean for the future of the Greens? 
Bandt’s vision for the party is centred upon a “Green 
New Deal.” According to Bandt his “Green New Deal” 
incorporates “free education, dental into Medicare, more 
mental health services, and rent control.”

These are all great policies and shift Australia into be-
ing a fairer and more equal nation. However, at this stage 
the “Green New Deal” is largely rhetoric and it remains 
to be seen how committed they are to creating “a fairer 
deal for everyone.”

The Greens, on the whole, have supported and pushed 
for the right policies. Supporting marriage equality and 
raising the rate of unemployment to $75 (although AUWU 
and ACOSS suggest the rate be raised to $95) are indica-
tors that the party is and has been ahead of the others 
when it comes to policy.

This leads us to re-examine an important task we al-
ways set ourselves when discussing other, and namely 
bourgeois, political parties: the formation of united 
fronts.

On the question of united fronts, our party’s program 
notes that we must be “prepared to work with other po-
litical organisations and individuals willing to advance 
the cause of the working people irrespective of other 
diff erences. [...] The united front can be facilitated by 
agreements between working class organisations and 
parties to achieve certain policies. It is desirable that 
agreements lead to joint action by the workers.”

These statements didn’t materialise out of thin air, 
they are the standard principles of any Marxist-Leninist 
organisation. They are tried principles that have won 
revolutions. Here, our party follows Lenin’s words: 

“Capitalism would not be capitalism if the proletar-
iat pur sang were not surrounded by a large number 
of exceedingly motley types intermediate between the 
proletarian and the semi-proletarian [...], between the 
semi-proletarian and the small peasant [...], between the 
small peasant and the middle peasant, and so on, and if 
the proletariat itself were not divided into more developed 
and less developed strata, if it were not divided accord-
ing to territorial origin, trade, sometimes according to 
religion, and so on. From all this follows the necessity, 
the absolute necessity, for the Communist Party, the van-
guard of the proletariat, its class-conscious section, to 
resort to changes of tack, to conciliation and compromises 
with the various groups of proletarians, with the various 
parties of the workers and small masters.”

Thus, while it is important for us to remember that 
the Greens are a bourgeois party of the social-democratic 
type (and indeed, Bandt’s words enforce this as he ex-
pressed his desire to form a coalition government with 
the ALP), we must not forget that we are fi ghting for the 
working-class, to secure their interests, in the most mate-
rial ways possible.

This does not mean that we shouldn’t criticise these 
parties, that we should accept bad legislation. It is impor-
tant to call-out policy that does not meet the standards of 
the working-class and as the vanguard of the proletariat 
this is our duty. We must also highlight the class char-
acter of these parties when it is necessary.

However, it is only through our work, through our 
commitment to securing better conditions for the work-
ing-class, that the working-class will see our party as a 
people’s party. If we stand on the sidelines and pontifi -
cate, deal with politics in abstract, we will, to quote Lenin, 
run the risk of “turning into nothing but windbags.”
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GOVERNMENT, BANKS, 
AND SUPER

ACTU

Voting to pass legislation 
that will give retail banks 
greater access to working 
people’s superannuation in 
Parliament, the Morrison gov-
ernment has decided to jeop-
ardise the retirement plans of 
tens of thousands of working 
Australians.

This was after it voted down 
a Labor Party motion to reaffi  rm 
their commitment to the legislated 
timetable for a rise in the Superan-
nuation Guarantee to twelve per 
cent by 2025.

ACTU Assistant Secretary Scott 
Connolly said the government was 
playing politics with the retirement 
plans of millions of Australian 
workers.

“The failure of Scott Morrison 
and his government to lock in 
behind the legislated commitment 
to the rise in the Superannuation 
Guarantee shows that when it 
comes to protecting the retirement 
savings of working Australians, they 
just walk away.”

The Superannuation Guarantee 
paid by employers currently sits at 
9.5 per cent. Labor introduced leg-
islation in 2012 aiming to increase 
it to twelve per cent by 2019.

Tony Abbott’s Coalition gov-
ernment applied a freeze to any 
increase to the Super Guarantee 
in 2014 and successive Coalition 
governments have baulked at 
implementing their own legislated 
timetable to build toward a twelve 
per cent contribution by 2025.

“Stagnant wage growth and the 

Liberal’s Super Guarantee freeze is 
a nasty combination that is locking 
more and more working Australians 
into a tough retirement.

“This government needs to 
understand that its refusal to get 
moving on increasing the Super 
Guarantee is putting more fi nancial 
pressure and stress on hard working 
Australians right at the time they 
should be planning a comfortable 
retirement.”

“The truth is when it comes to 
looking out for ordinary Austral-
ians, Scott Morrison and his hap-
less government is only interested 
in looking out for themselves.” 
Connolly said. 

PRESS FUND
The weather extremes continue. The record heat dried 
out the undergrowth creating the fuel for the bushfires. 
The bushfires raged, taking lives, destroying property, 
and killing fauna and flora. The heroic firefighters were 
pushed beyond human limits. Then came the floods 
creating new records and doing further untold damage. 
Meanwhile our Pentecostal Prime Minister sits on 
his hands, seemingly waiting for the End Times. The 
government must go and so should the capitalist system 
that cares not for people but only for profits. Please 
consider making a contribution to the press fund – 
a contribution towards socialism.
This week’s contributions: M Mannion $5, D Bastin $100, 
Amhed $30, Dr Dittura $10, Maria $30.
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Anna Pha

The Newstart allowance for 
the unemployed remains 
at a miserly $40 a day with 
no increase for twenty-six 
years. The government has 
shifted many people from 
sickness and single parent 
payments onto much lower 
Newstart payments. To add 
insult to injury the govern-
ment has plans to roll out its 
punitive income management 
scheme for Newstart recipi-
ents nationally.

The sum of $40 is disgusting 
and inhumane, in particular for 
such a rich country as Australia. Our 
so-called Christian Prime Minister 
has no heart, treats the vulnerable 
and disadvantaged with contempt, 
as it does workers. It damns the 
unemployed to a life of poverty, 
homelessness if they do not have 
family to live with, and removes 
any sense of dignity.

According to the Australian 
Unemployed Workers Union 
(AUWU), in Australia there are 
eleven job seekers per job vacancy 
(sixteen if you include the under-
employed) and the average dura-
tion of unemployment now at more 
than four years! Amongst those 
unemployed are many youths and 
women over fi fty-fi ve years of age.

On $40 a day it is impossible to 
buy clothes for an interview or pay 
for travel in a futile hunt for work, 
let alone pay rent or pay electric-
ity bills and put food on the table.

The injustices meted out to the 
unemployed are in sharp contrast to 
the income tax cuts for the wealthy, 
the multi-billion dollar corporate 

tax cuts, the annual $38 billion or 
more spend on US war plans, the 
billions of dollars spent subsidising 
the fossil fuel sector and private 
hospitals.

The unemployed do not benefi t 
from tax cuts and cannot aff ord 
private hospitals. But starving the 
unemployed, carers, people with 
disabilities, age pensioners, single 
parents, and those on sickness 
benefi ts does free up more dollars 
for future corporate tax cuts. That 
is one of the aims of the ongoing 
cuts to social security payments.

Income Control
The Basics Card was introduced 

in 2007 by the Howard government 
as part of the Northern Territory 
Intervention. It quarantined fi fty 
per cent of Newstart payments that 
could only be spent using a special 
card at approved stores and could 
not be used to purchase alcohol, 
cigarettes, pornography, or to 
gamble or withdraw cash.

The attempt to stigmatise the 
unemployment went as far as 
having a separate, dedicated aisle 
for the use of the card, ensuring 
everyone around knew they were 
unemployed.

In 2014, the Abbott govern-
ment commissioned an inquiry 
into Indigenous employment. It 
was headed by billionaire mining 
magnate Andrew Forrest. Forrest 
recommended a mandatory Healthy 
Welfare Card for the unemployed, 
carers, people with disabilities and 
single parents. This card would be 
100 per cent cashless with welfare 
recipients having no access to cash 
and restrictions on what they could 
purchase.

In 2015, the Coalition and Labor 
supported a bill for trialling such a 
card, called the Cashless Debit Card 
(CDC), but with eighty per cent of 
income quarantined. The Australian 
Greens opposed the card.

Trials began in Ceduna in 
South Australia, the East Kimberly 
and Goldfi elds regions of Western 
Australia, and in the Bundaberg 
and Hervey Bay regions in Queens-
land. There is little evidence of the 
behavioural change that the gov-
ernment claimed would result. On 
the contrary the card has resulted 
in an increase in crime and for its 
users, humiliation and stigma when 
they shop.

These income management 
schemes made life more diffi  cult 
and expensive, denying recipi-
ents the possibility of shopping in 
garage sales, or in second hand and 
cheaper stores.

If the Income Management to 
Cashless Debit Card Transition Bill 
2019, currently before Parliament, 
is passed then those on the Basics 
Card will be transferred to the CDC 
and the scheme will be extended 
across the Northern Territory and 
Cape York.

The CDC quarantines eighty 
per cent of income, not fi fty per 
cent, but the card can be used 
more widely, in stores with Eftpos 
facilities. This is where the Big Four 
Banks, Coles, and Woolworths 
are set to make a mint once the 
technology is sorted. Bank involve-
ment adds to the cost of Newstart 
payments, sapping up money that 
would be better spent on welfare 
payments.

“It is discriminatory and dis-
proportionately impacts First 

Nations Australians. Eighty per 
cent of the people on income man-
agement in the Northern Territory 
are Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. Twelve years after 
the intervention, there is no clear 
empirical evidence that broad based 
mandatory income management 
has worked. Communities have 
not been consulted,” Labor MP 
Linda Burney said in her Second 
Reading Speech.

Cruel Waste of Money
The costs of the CDC scheme 

run into millions of dollars. The 
trials have cost an estimated 
$10,000 per person with more 
than half of this money going to a 
private company, Indue, the private 
company contracted to cover all 
operational aspects of the cash-
less debit card. (St Vincent de Paul 
Society, “Policy Briefi ng: Cashless 
Debit Card,” vinnies.org.au) This 
money would be better spent on an 
increase in the Newstart Allowance.

“This Card is a nasty invasion 
of privacy. It’s unnecessary, expen-
sive, stigmatising and impractical, 
making it harder for people to buy 
from op-shops, buy second-hand 
furniture, rent in shared accom-
modation or to provide children 
with money for school activities,” 
Australian Council for Social Serv-
ice CEO Cassandra Goldie said. 
(acoss.org.au)

“Instead of forcing people on to 
stigmatising Cashless Debit Cards, 
we need our political leaders to act 
to increase Newstart and to improve 
employment services to help people 
get paid work,” Goldie added.

But the government shows no 
interest in job creation programs, 
funding TAFE and raising the pay-
ments for students, the unemployed 
and the youth allowance. Quite the 
opposite. It continues along its line 
of punitive measures as if it is the 
behaviour of undeserving welfare 
recipients that is to blame.

The government plans to 
expand the card nationally and 
to apply it to other forms of pay-
ments, as proposed in Forrest’s 
report. Local governments and the 
Northern Territory government, 
health service providers and Indig-
enous community organisations 
have spoken out strongly against 
the proposed Cashless Card plans.

Labor plans to move an amend-
ment in the Senate for the Cashless 
Debit Card to be voluntary.

Warren Snowdon, the Member 
for Lingiari in the Northern Ter-
ritory, pointed out that there was 
no consultation on the CDC. “The 
public servants acknowledged that 
there’s been no consultation about 
whether the BasicsCard should be 
transitioned to the CDC. There was 
no consultation and no discussion. 
Then they went on to affi  rm that 

there would not be: ‘Listen, old son: 
don’t expect us to come and ask 
you if you want it. You’re going to 
get it, regardless of what you think 
and regardless of your experience 
with income management under 
the BasicsCard, because we simply 
don’t care’.”

And the government doesn’t 
care about the unemployed or 
anyone else who turns to the state 
for income support – hence the 
withering away of the social secu-
rity system and stigmatisation of 
recipients. Former Treasurer Joe 
Hockey described it as “lifters” and 
“leaners,” and his government was 
not there to assist the “leaners.”

Broader Agenda
“It does need to have a broader 

application than perhaps the social 
harm reduction that the original 
policy was designed on,” Social 
Security Minister Anne Ruston said 
in reference to the CDC.

It certainly has broader objec-
tives, although the Minister is highly 
unlikely to come clean about these.

“Expanding the card to more 
communities will simply increase 
the wealth of private entities like 
Indue and the overall cost of social 
security provision – and yet without 
providing benefi ts for the individu-
als and communities aff ected.” (St 
Vincent de Paul Society)

The CDC is part of a package 
of punitive measures to cut social 
security, including a drug-testing 
trial for income support recipients, 
longer payment waiting periods, 
and increased activity requirements 
and non-compliance penalties for 
unemployed people. Such policies 
push people further into poverty 
and serve to strip recipients of their 
dignity and agency.

“This puts the blame for 
unemployment on those who are 
the victims of a system that is not 
currently producing enough jobs 
for everyone. Rather than blaming 
unemployed people, governments 
need to work with the community 
and the unemployed to create more 
paid work and genuine pathways 
to employment,” the St Vincent de 
Paul Society said.

Defeat the Bill
This bill and other punitive 

measures before Parliament cover 
up the failings of the government 
to provide adequate income sup-
port, aff ordable public housing. 
It also diverts attention from the 
inadequate funding of public educa-
tion and health services and lack of 
job opportunities and appropriate 
training.

The CDC bill is expected to 
come before Parliament in the 
coming weeks. There is little time 
left to lobby Senators to ensure its 
defeat. 
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MORRISON THREATENS 
SICK LEAVE FOR SHIFT WORKERS 

AND JOB SECURITY FOR 
PERMANENT WORKERS

ACTU

Today the Morrison government’s indus-
trial relations minister, Christian Porter, 
confi rmed that he would seek to legislate 
away personal leave entitlements for shift 
workers and job security for permanent 
workers if the High Court fi nds against 
the Government.

In 2019 the owners of Cadbury, multi national 
food conglomerate Mondelez, took a case against 
two 12-hour Cadbury shift workers to cut their 
personal leave entitlements from ten 10-hour days 
to ten 7.6-hour days. Eff ectively, workers will 
be out of pocket every time they take a sick day.

In a separate matter, a big labour-hire com-
pany WorkPac is trying to claim someone who 
had been working regular shifts for years was 
not a permanent worker but a casual. WorkPac 
is doing this with the full support of Christian 
Porter and the Morrison government.

In both cases the Morrison Government has 
indicated if the workers win, they will legislate 
to over-ride these court decisions. This would 
have far-reaching implications for many shift 
workers who would have their sick leave cut and 
for all permanently employed workers where 
employers would be legally permitted to deem 
them as “casuals” with the rights of casual work-
ers, regardless of whether the job is permanent 
and on-going.

A decision to intervene and change the law in 
response to decisions such as this is the opposite 
response taken by the Government when work-
ers had their penalty rates cut. 

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus said:
“The Morrison Government wants to cut 

sick leave for shift workers and allow employ-
ers to convert permanent workers into casuals.

“They have decided they only like the 
umpire’s decision when it favours employers. 
When workers had their penalty rates cut, the 
Liberal Coalition Government absolutely and 
steadfastly refused to intervene to protect low 
paid workers who were having their take-home 
pay cut. In fact, they voted against changing the 
law to reverse the pay cuts twelve times”

“But when employers have a decision against 
them it’s another matter. They use our money 
to back in multinationals in court and threaten 
to over-rule the court by changing the law if 
they don’t get the decision the employers want”

“Scott Morrison and his Government are 
never on the side of Australian workers. When 
their pay is cut, they cheer and the few time 
workers have a win, they rush to overturn it.

“Imagine prioritising increasing casualisa-
tion and cutting sick leave for factory workers. 
This announcement is disgraceful” 

SA’S LIBERAL GOVERNMENT: 
AN EMBARRASSMENT TO 

THE MORRISON GOVERNMENT

INTERNATIONAL CALL FOR SOLIDARITY 
WITH VICTIMS OF BUSHFIRES

Len Lean

It will go down in history as one of the 
biggest backfl ips by the Liberal party in 
South Australia. In opposition, when 
Labor was closing the only coal-fi red 
power station at Port Augusta, the 
Liberals were advocating the state 
government throw taxpayer’s money 
into keeping it open for at least anoth-
er year or two. 

The Liberal Backflip 
The South Australian government 

has kept its ear to the ground and knows 
how to be opportunists when it comes to 
bums on seats in state parliament. The 

government has set an ambitious target 
to reduce greenhouse carbon emissions 
following the devastating bushfi res, 
their target has almost doubled the Mor-
rison government’s 26-28 per cent and 
have set a target of fi fty per cent of 2005 
levels. It’s the highest ten-year target of 
any state.

The plan to halve emissions by 2030 
will involve a strategy to get more electric 
vehicles on SA roads which will turbo-
charge its plans for net zero emissions 
by 2050. The state environment minister 
Speirs said this will force a range of strate-
gies and tactics to ensure the goal is met. 
Among these will be hydrogen and elec-
tric vehicles. There also will be the vital 

challenges of ensuring stability and secu-
rity of the electricity grid.

South Australia has a large amount of 
renewable energy in solar and wind gener-
ation. This latest backfl ip will put further 
pressure onto the Morrison government 
which is dominated by the ultra-right 
competing with One Nation for votes.

Clean coal: A Political Myth
Carbon capture and sequestration 

(CCS) also called carbon capture and stor-
age, is the process of trapping carbon 
dioxide from power plant during or after 
burning of hydrocarbons like coal and 
then storing it permanently, usually 
underground. 

It’s a technically challenging and 
expensive process – especially problem-
atic in an era of cheap renewable energy. 
The coal industry has touted “clean coal” 
as a long-term saviour of the industry in a 
carbon-constrained world. CCS is neither 
“practical nor economical” and coal has no 
future. 

Morrison’s coalition government’s 
allocation of $4 million on a feasibility 
study into a new coal fi red power station is 
wasted capital on coal-fi red power stations 
and would be better spent on sustainable 
carbon-free sources from the start. This is 
precisely what more and more countries 
have started to do including China. 

The Building and Wood Work-
ers’ International (BWI) is 
calling for support for those 
aff ected by the Australian 
bushfi res, which have blazed 
since September 2019. They 
have killed 28 people and have 
injured many others. In addi-
tion, half a billion animals 
have been killed and 5,900 
buildings destroyed, including 

2,204 homes. Aff ected areas 
continue to expand, cover-
ing an estimated 10.7 million 
hectares. Although such fi res 
are not unusual in Australia 
during so-called “fi re season,” 
this year has been the worst in 
recorded history. 

“Our deep condolences go to 
those families who have lost loved 
ones, and to those communities 

for whom life has been irreparably 
altered,” said BWI General Secre-
tary Ambet Yuson. “We would also 
like to express our great respect 
and admiration for the valiant and 
courageous fi refi ghters, who have 
given so many hours under hard 
conditions. They are putting their 
lives in danger to save others. Many 
thousands of them are volunteers.”

Yuson noted that solidarity 

had been pouring in from work-
ers across the planet, with many 
unions noting that they would like 
to be able to assist those in need.

“Last month, the CFMMEU 
announced that they would be 
donating $100,000 to support 
the bushfi re recovery eff ort, chal-
lenging the building industry to 
step up,” continued Yuson. “We 
are now calling on BWI affi  liates 

across the world to step up and 
provide support for the bushfi re 
recovery eff ort.”

BWI affi  liates wishing to con-
tribute to the recovery eff orts and 
to support union members in need, 
can send contributions to BWI. The 
BWI will forward all collections to 
our affi  liates in Australia. 

Industrial relations minister Christian Porter.



Guardian February 17, 2020  5Australia

Bri Sea

Hospitality and wage theft appear to 
go hand in hand. The hospitality indus-
try is notorious for overworking their 
staff , not paying penalty rates, and 
underpaying their staff . 

Hospo Voice, the union for hospitality 
workers in Victoria that is amalgamated 
with United Workers Union, has been run-
ning several campaigns against wage theft. 
If you visit their website, you will see a list 
of campaigns all centred around one thing 
– wage theft. 

Some of their campaigns hit the news 
– the most recent being the dispute with 
Crown over the celebrity Chef Heston’s 
restaurant working the staff  up to ninety 
hours a week and then stealing $4.5 million 
in wages. Crown is trying to avoid account-
ability by kicking Dinner By Heston out 
of Crown and claiming that the restaurant 
was merely a tenant (a tenant that pays one 
dollar per year in rent – the dream!). This is 

a ridiculous claim since the workers at the 
restaurant were hired through Crown, and 
if Dinner By Heston is evicted, then many 
could lose their jobs.

The burger chain, Grill’d is also currently 
in a dispute with Hospo Voice over their 
enterprise agreement. On the 5th February 
there was a speak-out rally in Flinders Lane 
in Melbourne against Grill’d’s current work 
conditions. Many of the claims coming from 
the workers are based on the Award, and 
still Grill’d management is trying to either 
reject outright or bargaining with the union. 

The claims from the union are around the 
unfair “traineeships” that form an excuse to 
underpay staff ; wages and conditions such 
as a base rate that hasn’t been raised in the 
past four years; union rights such as Grill’d 
putting new workers in contact with union 
delegates upon request; additional leave such 
as paid fi rst aid training, domestic violence 
leave and gender transitioning leave; and 
dispute resolution in which workers have 
requested Grill’d management to follow 

Fair Work’s resolution clause or for Fair 
Work to arbitrate Enterprise Agreement 
(EA) negotiations. 

Grill’d workers state that the current pro-
posals for their EA would not be accepted in 
any other industry, and it is clear that Grill’d 
are just bullying young workers who may not 
know their labour rights.

Delegates Patrick Finlay and Mitch Both 
have found that organising workers in Grill’d 
has been diffi  cult because of the nature of 
the industry, but that there has been over-
whelming interest in unionising amongst 
Grill’d workers nationwide. 

Patrick said that a part of the success 
in organising workers has been due to the 
trust between work mates and by introduc-
ing them to the campaign fi rst, and then 
encouraging union membership. The two 
delegates were able to successfully organise 
at the grassroots before formally unionising 
under Hospo Voice, which then strengthened 
their struggle further.

Grill’d management has met with Hospo 

voice members three times to negotiate the 
EA, but currently only one clause has passed 
– the cashing out of annual leave as stated 
in the Award. Grill’d are stubbornly holding 
their position, and according to the delegate 
Patrick, it is unlikely negotiations will go 
much further. When this point is reached, he 
says it will be up to their members to decide 
whether to settle on the fi nal agreement or 
to keep fi ghting and vote “no.”

In order to help Grill’d workers in their 
struggle, Patrick says the best thing to do is to 
show up to speak-outs, rallies, and organise 
actions of our own – as other unions, Victoria 
Trades Hall and Unions ACT have done. He 
said that this support is what forced Grill’d 
to come to the bargaining table in the fi rst 
place. He fi nally asks the community to “vote 
with your dollars” and avoid eating at Grill’d 
at least until the dispute is over. 

GRILL’D UNHEALTHY WAGES

Image: Hospo Voice

ONELINK WORKERS STRIKE
Franc Stregone 

YENNORA, NSW – Last Mon-
day, Onelink workers were 
striking for better pay, refus-
ing to let trucks (that weren’t 
delivering crucial medical 
supplies) from entering the 
premise. Onelink is a subsidi-
ary of Symbion, who describe 
themselves as “a national 
wholesaler of healthcare serv-
ices and products with over 
4,000 retail pharmacy cus-
tomers and 1,300 hospital 
customers across Australia.”

According to Matt Toner, 
Director of the United Work-
ers Union (UWU) logistics team, 
“Symbion pays its workers in 
Greystanes, which is about ten 
minutes drive from Yennora, 
$200 a week more, to do very 
similar work – warehousing in the 
pharmaceutical industry. Sym-
bion off ered 3.2, and 3 [per cent 
pay increase over three years], 
the members before they went 
on strike wanted 4, and 3. I’ve 
calculated the diff erence between 
3.2 and 4 [per cent], it’s roughly 
$40,000, which is bugger all for a 

multibillion-dollar company.”
Storeworkers such as Tiresa, 

who had been with Onelink vir-
tually since it opened in 2015, 
highlighted how much the small 
pay increase would help the lives 
of Onelink employees. “A few 
cents, or a few dollars all adds 
up, and it makes a diff erence. 
The cost of living these days is 
shocking. So to make life easier, 
we need a few dollars on top of 
what we have at the moment.” 

Storeworkers like Chris were 
astounded that Onelink couldn’t 
meet their meagre demands: “To 

the shock of everyone, a multi-
million dollar pharmaceutical 
company didn’t want to increase 
[our hourly rate] by 20¢. That is 
why people are striking today. 
Everything is going up in Aus-
tralia, and if the workers cannot 
get an increase in wages, how 
does [Onelink] think its employ-
ees can meet their expenses? 
Management says it loves its 
workers but they have to show 
that love. In order for workers to 
be productive, you have to make 
the workers happy and to do that 
all we want is a 20¢ [per hour]. 

“So this whole strike is just trying 
to bring awareness to the com-
pany that the people will stand 
together in unity, and it’s only 
when we’re united that we can be 
successful. Without unity, we’re 
divided. As a union I know we 
can overcome and get the rates 
we actually need. ”

Toner echoed Chris’ senti-
ments stating, “This is a matter 
of principle. It’s good that all of 
our members are out here, stand-
ing together, showing the boss 
that they’re serious about their 
claims.” 
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E W Campbell

In the third of his recitals of lies against 
Communism, Prime Minister Men-
zies charged the Australian Commu-
nist Party with being “an integral part 
of the world Communist revolution-
ary movement, which, in the King’s 
Dominions and elsewhere, engages in 
espionage and sabotage and in activi-
ties or operations of a treasonable or 
subversive nature.”

“Communism is a world movement,” 
Menzies declared.

This is the one true statement in the whole 
of his recital, but the conclusions he draws 
are as false as the promises which won the 
elections for the “Liberal” Party.

The international character of Com-
munism has never been denied. On the 
contrary, it has been boldly proclaimed 
since the movement’s inception more than 
a hundred years ago. The immortal Com-
munist Manifesto of Marx and Engels closes 
with the great rallying call: “Working men 
of all countries, unite!”

Capitalism is international in character. 
This is particularly apparent, in the present 
epoch of imperialism, wherein big capitalist 
monopolies, having achieved domination in 
the internal market of their “own” country, 
have combined with monopoly capitalists 
to form international cartels to control the 
world market.

P G Spender, Minister for External Aff airs 
in the Menzies Cabinet, typifi es the inter-
national character of monopoly capitalism. 
Spender is a director of the Goodyear Tyre and 
Rubber Company, whose headquarters are 
in America, and whose ramifi cations extend 
throughout the capitalist part of the world.

Others who sit in the Menzies Cabinet have 
close ties with the Collins House monopolists, 
who have among other things, investments 
in Malaya worth about £25 million.

Because capitalism is international in 
character, the working class movement, in 
order to succeed, must also be international.

This lesson was learnt by workers long 
before they realised the need for Commu-
nist parties.

The First Workingmen’s International 
was formed in London in 1864. Under the 
leadership of Marx and Engels it united Brit-
ish trade unionIsts, Chartists, French Social-
ists and workers’ of other political trends. It 
went out of existence after the defeat of the 
glorious Paris Commune in 1871.

The Second International – the Labour 
and Socialist International – was formed 
in 1889. The British Labour Party was one 
of the leading parties in this International, 
and Ramsay Macdonald, who later ratted to 
become a Tory Prime Minister was one of its 
most prominent spokesmen.

The Second International collapsed 
ignominiously in 1914, when its opportunist 
leaders shamefully betrayed working-class 
internationalism by deserting to the side of 
their own capitalists in the imperialist war.

The Third – Communist – International 
was formed in 1919 and existed up until 1943, 
when it was voluntarily dissolved because it 
was no longer practicable to guide the interna-
tional movement from a single organisational 
centre, and because the Communist parties 
had reached such a stage of ideological and 
organisational maturity that they were well 
able to apply Marxist-Leninist theory to the 
conditions prevailing in their respective 
countries. 

There exists at present a Communist 
Information Bureau, which embraces eight 
European Communist Parties, and whose 

purpose, as the name indicates, is to exchange 
and disseminate information of mutual ben-
efi t on Communism and related questions.

The Communist Party of Australia, which 
was formed in 1920, became affi  liated with 
the Communist International in 1922 and 
remained affi  liated until 1943. Since then it 
has had no organisational connection with 
any overseas body.

Shorn of its obscure verbiage, Menzies’ 
recital is reduced to a repetition of the hoary 
capitalist lie that Australian Communists take 
their orders from Moscow and are primarily 
interested in advancing the interests of the 
Soviet Government. 

To bolster his slander, Menzies, seem-
ingly, found no irony in turning to a foreign 
source for arguments.

He quoted as his authority on the “view-
point of Russian Communists” a report of the 
Committee on Foreign Aff airs of the US House 
of Representatives, entitled “The Strategy and 
Tactics of World Communism.” 

In so doing he confi rmed the interna-
tional character of capitalism, and in addition 
revealed that the “Liberal” Party and the Aus-
tralian capitalist class are an integral part of 
the world counter-revolutionary movement, 
whose headquarters are in Washington.

The Yankee Government’s cooked-up 
document brazenly attributed to communists 
the views held by the imperialists – “They are 
incapable of accepting the idea that peace can 
endure from now on, and they expect one 
more catastrophic war.”

It described the Communist Parties out-
side the Soviet Union as “junior partners or 
auxiliaries.”

This slander is refuted by the general 
secretary of the Australian Communist Party. 
L L Sharkey, in his pamphlet, Australian 
Communists and Soviet Russia.

“The Australian Communist Party has 
no relations, offi  cial or otherwise, with the 
Soviet Government, nor did we ever have such 
relations. Formerly, there existed the Third 
International, now abolished and, like the 
Communist Parties of every other country, the 
Australian Communist Party was affi  liated.

“The Communist International had no 
relations with the Soviet Government, but 
was an independent organisation ... ”

Posing the question, “What is the true 
relation of Australian Communists to the 
Soviet Union,” Sharkey answers:

“First, the Australian Communist Party 
fi ghts for Socialism; Socialism is already a fact 
in the Soviet Union. This at once establishes 
a community of interest, not only between 
the Communists and the Soviet Union, but 
between the labour movement as a whole, 
which desires to see socialisation of industry 
similar to that already attained in the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics ...

“Secondly, Australian Communists sub-
scribe to the slogan propounded by Karl Marx, 
‘Workingmen of all countries, unite!’ That is 
to say, we are internationalists and believe 
that the working people of all countries must 
co-operate in order to improve their living 
standards and achieve the goal of a Social-
ist society ... 

“Our relation to the Russian people can 
be summed up, then, as based on the Marxist 
principle of working class internationalism, of 
support for them in their struggle to establish 
a Communist society in their own country, 
and of using the lessons of their experience 
in building socialism, to the advantage of the 
Australian labour movement.”

Adherence to working class international-
ism does not mean Communists are lacking 
in national pride. 

This was made clear by Lenin in an 

article written in December 1914, entitled 
The National Pride of the Great Russians.

“Is the sense of national pride alien to us, 
Great-Russian, class conscious proletarians?” 
Lenin asked. “Of course not! We love our 
language and our country, we are doing more 
than anybody to raise her toiling masses ...

“It pains us more than anyone to see and 
feel the outrage, oppression and humiliation 
infl icted on our splendid country by the tsar-
ist hangmen ...” 

This is also the attitude of Australian 
Communists. We love our language and our 
country and are doing more than anybody to 
raise living standards, defend peace and to 
save our country from falling a victim to the 
war plots of the Yankee billionaires.

It pains us more than anyone to see and 
feel the outrage, oppression and humiliation 
infl icted on our splendid country by the “Lib-
eral” hangmen, who are destroying democratic 
rights and betraying our national independ-
ence to the foreign imperialists of America.

Ours is an Australian Party. It is part of the 
world revolutionary movement but is deeply 
rooted in our own national life and traditions. 

Australia has what might be called a 
militant-democratic tradition established 
in the course of the mass popular movement 
to end convictism in the 1850’s, the armed 
struggle of the gold diggers at Eureka in 1854, 
which expedited self-government and gave 
the institutions a more democratic form than 
they would otherwise have had, the strikes 
in Sydney and Melbourne in 1855-56 which 
won the eight-hour day for building workers, 
and the great popular struggle to break the 
squatters’ land monopoly.

Therefore, Communists, by leading mili-
tant unions and attacking the Collins House 
industrial and fi nancial monopolists, as our 
forefathers attacked the land monopolists, 
and by calling on the Australian people to 
prevent our country becoming a colony of 
American imperialism, as it was once a colony 
of British imperialism, is living up to the best 
Australian traditions. 

Australia also has an anti-militarist tra-
dition. For three-quarters of a century after 
the British Redcoats withdrew in 1870 there 
was no standing army in this country. Anti-
militarist feeling was so pronounced that 
two conscription referendums were defeated 
during the fi rst world war.

Therefore, Communists, in leading the 
fi ght for peace, for banning the atom bomb, 
and for general disarmament, are again acting 
in the best traditions of their country and its 
working people. 

The signifi cance of the Australian militant-
democratic tradition in preparing the way for 
Communism is discussed by Lance Sharkey 
in his booklet, Australia Marches On. Refer-
ring to the formative period of the Australian 
nation in the last century, he says:

“It was in this high, wide and handsome 
period that the independent, individualist 
character of the Australian toilers was most 
pronounced. The workers were not so depend-
ent on capital, on employment in mass indus-
tries, which made them more independent in 
character than their fellows in more strongly 
established capitalist States ...

“Monopoly capitalism must never be 
allowed to crush the characteristics of inde-
pendence, pride in themselves, and initiative 
of the Australian masses.”

That is precisely the aim of Menzies’ 
fascist legislation, to crush the characteris-
tic fi ghting spirit of the Australian working 
people as a prelude to plunging our country 
into a disastrous war organised by the foreign 
imperialists of the United States. 

The attack on the Communist Party is 
not only an attack on the labour movement 
as a whole, it is also an attack by monopoly 
capitalism on all that is best and most pro-
gressive in the Australian nation. 

Therefore, in defending their democratic 
rights, the Communists are not only defending 
the interests of the working class, but also the 
interests of Australia as an independent nation.
This article appeared in Tribune, 
May 1950. 

Australian Communist Thought and History

COMMUNISM IS NATIONAL AS 
WELL AS INTERNATIONAL

This week marks our new monthly theory theme: internationalism. Presented on page 
eight is an article by former CPA president E W Campbell on the international and 
national character of communism and why both are important. On page nine, we are 
celebrating the 172th anniversary of the publishing of The Communist Manifesto, the 
founding document of our movement. In celebration we are looking back at what the 
CPA had to say about it at the 150th anniversary in 1998.
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Anna Pha

The Manifesto of the Com-
munist Party, written by Karl 
Marx and Frederick Engels, 
is a rich historic document 
which has aff ected the lives 
of millions of people around 
the world. As communist and 
workers’ parties around the 
world are celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, their enemies 
are at work, churning out the 
usual claims that the 150-year-
old document is dated and 
irrelevant.

The Manifesto of the Com-
munist Party (or Communist 
Manifesto as it has become com-
monly known) was written as a 
program document for the Com-
munist League and fi rst published 
in February 1848. The Communist 
League was a federation of social-
ist workers and intellectuals of 
various nationalities which had 
been formed in 1836 by German 
revolutionary exiles.

The name Manifesto of the 
Communist Party emphasised the 
need for the working class to create 
its revolutionary organisation – its 
own political party.

The Manifesto refl ects the three 
sources and three component parts 
of Marxism as Lenin described 
them: classical German philosophy; 
classical English political economy; 
and French socialism with French 
revolutionary doctrines in general.

Class Struggle
There had been revolutionary 

turmoil in Europe since the French 
Revolution of 1789, which removed 
the feudal barriers to the develop-
ment of capitalist society in France.

In England the Industrial Revo-
lution had been underway since 
1770. British manufacturing was 
thriving, and both the proletariat 
and bourgeoisie were growing in 
size and strength as capitalism 
developed.

Trade unions were formed as 
wage workers began to organise 
themselves. A meeting of 60,000 
workers in Manchester in 1819 had 

been savagely attacked by the mili-
tia – the famous Peterloo Massacre.

In Britain pressure for laws 
against the fi erce exploitation in 
factories and mines was strong 
enough to lead in 1819 to the fi rst 
laws against child labour.

The People’s Charter of the 
Chartists, drawn up in 1832, con-
tained the demands for universal 
suff rage, secret ballot, and other 
reforms.

In developing the theories that 
laid the basis for the Manifesto
Marx and Engels drew on other 
philosophers, economists and 
political leaders, as well as their 
own analyses and experiences in 
the political struggles of that time 
and before them.

Coherent Body of 
Theory

Marx and Engels clarifi ed ideas, 
opposed unscientifi c beliefs, added 
much that was new and developed 
a coherent body of theory that 
refl ected reality.

They developed the philo-
sophical system of dialectical and 
historical materialism – the con-
sistent continuation and exten-
sion of materialism – and raised 
the struggle for socialism from a 
utopian vision to a science.

This is how Marx, in part, 
described the fundamental prin-
ciples of materialism as applied 
to human society and its history:

“In the social production of 
their life, men enter into defi nite 
relations that are indispensable and 
independent of their will, relations 
of production which correspond to 
a defi nite stage of development of 
their material productive forces.

“The sum total of these rela-
tions of production constitutes the 
economic structure of society, the 
real foundation, on which rises a 
legal and political superstructure 
and which correspond to defi nite 
forms of social consciousness.”

Marx, in a letter written in 1852, 
stated explicitly what was new on 
his part. He had shown:

“(1) that the existence of 

classes is bound to defi nite histori-
cal phases of the development of 
production,

“(2) that the class struggle nec-
essarily leads to the dictatorship of 
the proletariat and

“(3) that this dictatorship is 
itself only a transition to the abo-
lition of all classes and leads to a 
classless society.”

These achievements are embod-
ied in principles that form the 
foundation of The Communist 
Manifesto.

Historical Materialism
The fi rst of these principles is 

the scientifi c method used by Marx 
and Engels, known as historical 
materialism.

They used the principles of his-
torical materialism to make their 
analysis of capitalism, its origins 
and the way in which the working 
class can achieve its emancipation.

Marx and Engels understood 
the revolutionary role of the bour-
geoisie as society moved from feu-
dalism to capitalism.

They recognised the bourgeois 
revolution as the victory of one 
exploiting minority over another, 
and looked ahead to the next 
revolution, the overthrow of the 
bourgeoisie by the working class.

The powerful productive forces 
that were unleashed by capitalism 
(machinery, technology, the skill 
of working class) would become 
incompatible with the existing 
property relations, (the private 
ownership of the means of pro-
duction and the commodities and 
services produced).

Class Struggle
Their analysis of society brought 

them to the conclusion that “The 
history of all hitherto existing soci-
ety is the history of class struggles.” 
This is the second principle in the 
Manifesto. Today, the struggle 
between classes in society still 
determines economic, political and 
social developments.

The class struggle takes forms 
and varies in its sharpness and 
intensity but never lets up.

The struggle around working 
hours and conditions, wages, safety, 
jobs, the right to form and join trade 
unions, and the right to strike are 
all part of the class struggle between 
labour and capital today. So too are 
the struggles for public services, and 
basic needs such as pensions and 
unemployment benefi ts.

The Workplace Relations and 
Trade Practices Acts are weapons 
to crush the rights of the working 
class. The capitalist state machin-
ery – military, police, courts, laws 
protecting private property, par-
liament – are at the service of the 
capitalist class, reinforced by the 
capitalist media.

Far from being dead, the 
class struggle is alive and kicking, 
worldwide.

Nature of Capitalism
The third principle is the Mani-

festo’s explanation of the nature of 
capitalism in terms of commodity 

production, private ownership of 
the means of production, accumu-
lation of capital, wage labour, and 
the expansion of markets.

It is still valid to speak of “the 
class of modern wage-labourers 
who, having no means of production 
of their own, are reduced to selling 
their labour power in order to live,” 
as Engels refers to the proletariat 
in a note to the English edition of 
the Manifesto.

“The need of a constantly 
expanding market for its products 
chases the bourgeoisie over the 
whole surface of the globe. It must 
be everywhere, settle  everywhere, 
establish connections everywhere,” 
says the Manifesto.

This is the scientifi c characteri-
sation of the growth of trade colo-
nisation, out of which imperialism 
developed during the fi fty to sixty 
years following the writing of the 
Manifesto.

It remains true in the present 
era imperialism and “globalisation,” 
as transnationals extend their ten-
tacles to every corner of the globe.

So today, on the whole globe 
surface, imperialism can be seen 
enforcing naked exploitation and 
seeking global domination through 
military and economic means. So 
today also, the statement that the 
bourgeoisie (now in the form of US 
imperialism) “compels all nations, 
on pain of extinction to adopt the 
bourgeois mode of production ...” 
remains true.

Historic Inevitability 
of Socialism

A fourth principle is the historic 
inevitability of socialism. 

Marx and Engels demonstrated 
why the workers of all countries are 
the “grave-diggers of capitalism.”

The fall of the bourgeoisie “and 
the victory of the proletariat are 
equally inevitable,” they wrote. 

The working class is that class 
which has the greatest reason to 
bring an end to capitalism. It is 
also the most numerous and best 
organised.

The Manifesto puts forward 
a clear theoretical and political 
program of a genuinely democratic 
nature, be it small or large in scale.

Role of Communists
The role of the working-class 

parties and communists is clearly 
defi ned. “They have no interests 
separate and apart from those of 
the proletariat as a whole.”

“Let the ruling classes tremble 
at a Communistic revolution. The 
proletarians have nothing to lose 
but their chains. They have a world 
to win.”

The ruling classes still trem-
ble. Their fear of communism has 
been demonstrated time and time 
again – whether it be the Cold 
War, Suharto’s or Hitler’s mas-
sacre of communists, McCarthy-
ism in the US, blockade of Cuba, 
outlawing of communists in the 
public sector in Germany and the 
never-ending anti-communist 
propaganda churned out by the 
mass media.

Marx and Engels’ foresight and 
understanding of social and eco-
nomic developments is no better 
illustrated than in the Manifesto’s 
fi nal words, the call to struggle, as 
relevant today as when they were 
written: “Working men of all 
countries, unite!”
This article appeared in 
the Guardian, February 1998 
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Providing essential services 

Sydney is mopping up after heavy 
rains at the weekend. Friends are 
exchanging information about whose 
roof leaked or not, what happened to 
backyards – the usual stuff . What is 
not usual and causes lots of anger is 
the inability of electricity companies 
to cope with breakdowns. 

Some people are talking about calling in 
the army to help with removing trees from 

power lines. Many others point out that elec-
tricity privatisation (thank you, Mr Baird) is 
the real problem. Thousands of people were 
sacked from the service. We had the same 
problem with cutting the number of rang-
ers – recent fi res required a super-human 
eff ort to deal with. 

Privatised electricity companies are 
there for profi t. A state’s responsibility is 
to provide essential services to the people. 
Providing electricity is one of them. Leaving 
thousands of people without electricity for 
days is not a sign of good governance. Yes, 
there may be exceptional circumstances but 
inability of the government to deal with such 
events is quite disturbing. 

What if we are to deal with a medical 
emergency like China is doing now? No 
amount of empty talk of so-called political 
leaders can solve anything. It’s time for a 
more active political participation – the 
present “leaders” are a failure.

Mati English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

WILL WE BE CULLED? A RE-VISITED 
(AND SHORTEN) BOOK REVIEW

Graham Drew 

Rob Wallace’s Big Farms Make 
Big Flu obtusely and quite 
unwittingly suggested we in 
Australia needed ecological 
socialism to be a threatening 
third party (or faction) in our 
one-party state as it is a serv-
ant of capitalism, and anti-
thetical to the people. Four 
years on and writing about 
the coronavirus he makes a 
plea for eco-socialism now. 
And as per a previous book 
review it is not an unreason-
able boast of the book cover 
that here is an author of “wit 
and brilliance ... [that brings 
alive] dispatches on infectious 
disease, agribusiness, and the 
nature of science”. 

Many of us regularly ponder 
the egg/chicken dilemma as we 
visit the amassed displays of 
multiple brands, standards (free 
range, non-caged, etc), size/weight 
and types of eggs and/or chook 
available, with little thought of the 
impact increasingly monopolised 
monoculture production systems 
(or factory farming) have on our 
food chain. 

The so-called economy-of-scale 
does what the British textile indus-
try of the early nineteenth century 
did to cottage/village industry and, 
as with the epidemics spurned by 
new city slums, factory-farming can 
easily be seen as the incubators of 
life-threatening viruses. 

In part this is Wallace’s warn-
ing, as he traces avian infl uenza 
outbreaks and how agro-business, 
especially large corporations, leaves 
the consumer, governments, and 
the environment to pay for nearly 
all mistakes/problems. 

Essentially Big Farms Make 
Big Flu’s layout is thematic and the 
reader’s willingness to learn and 
decode the information, observa-
tions, and arguments presented by 
Wallace are certainly rewarding. 
And whilst the general reader is 
presented with some very useful 
information, albeit a little repetitive, 
its value is in helping us be active 
users of information; thus, Wal-
lace successfully makes uniquely 
studied material available to all of 
us. It also gives the reader a good 
appreciation of what Wallace is 
arguing and therefore a framework 

for understanding the content of 
the book. 

Deciphering what we should 
know about food, viruses, and the 
like in order to be educated citizens 
able to act in our individual and 
collective interest is not helped 
according to Wallace by fl awed 
scientifi c methods by some of his 
fellow scientist that hinder devel-
opmental understanding of infl u-
enza (and its management) and 
because of the use of jargon which 
disconnects unique/specifi c sets of 
information needed to make up a 
series of knowledge. Wallace wants 
open collaboration amongst all the 
disciplines involved with viral and 
bacterial infection/life, as well as 
those considering the impact upon 
people and the general environment. 

Here, he even talks of the phi-
losopher, the intellectual, and the 
scientist being responsible. Wallace 
also reminds us that with all disci-
plines, names do matter, as there 
are useful descriptors and deceptive 
ones which not only aff ect the sci-
ence and its study, but also how the 
science is understood and used by 
society, be it society’s institutions 
and/or citizens. Aware citizens are 
one of the conditions for democ-
racy and the safe-guarding of our 
environment. 

Living within the host and being 
able to re-assort, even to a new 
host, the virus must be the planets 
immortals and here Wallace, as 
with much that he writes, gives the 
reader valuable trivia. For example 
“in 2011, a Bingham University team 
discovered bacteria and algae still 
living inside 150,000 year old salt 
halite [...] [and] four years later 
Lee Kerkhof’s group showed a 
betaproteobacterium [...] reducing 
uranium into a electron acceptor for 
respiration [...] the species ‘picked 
up a genetic element that’s allowing 
it to detoxify uranium, to actually 
grow on uranium said Kerkhof.’ ” 

Academics and scientists alike 
will nod (some secretly) at the 
ruling class’ hegemonic impact on 
the knowledge we all need in the 
face of knowing what we eat, along 
with our collective and individual 
responsibility in what is produced 
as food. Factory-farming and 
monopoly capitalism make it pos-
sible forever re-assorting pathogens 
that are capable of transcending 
time and space. 
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Rights activists have launched a cam-
paign to thwart government plans to 
build Europe’s largest immigration 
centre near Heathrow.

The British government unveiled its 
Heathrow expansion plans, which includes 
building a mega-detention centre of more 
than 1,000 beds to replace Harmondsworth 
and Colnbrook, last year.

Campaigners say this would make it the 
biggest detention centre in Europe.

The two existing detention centres in 
Hounslow, west London, are being bulldozed 
to make way for the airport’s much-criticised 
third runway.

Four possible relocation sites have been 
identifi ed by the Home Offi  ce and Heathrow 
Airport Ltd, all of them on green-belt land.

Members of campaign group End Hea-
throw Immigration Detention (EHID) are 
hoping the plans could present an oppor-
tunity to wipe out detention centres close to 
the airport altogether.

“There are so many reasons for oppos-
ing these centres and the plan to replace 
them,” the group said in a statement on 
its website.

“No human should be subjected to the 
inhumanity and misery of immigration 
detention.”

There are ten immigration detention 
centres in Britain, holding some 2,000 to 
3,000 detainees between them at one time.

Harmondsworth and Colnbrook have 
been found to be the most deadly; nearly 
half of the thirty-four people who have 
died in detention since 1989 have lost their 
lives there.

Detainees are locked in their cells almost 
half the time in prison-like conditions before 
being deported.

EHID campaign spokesman Bill MacK-
eith said: “It is wrong to lock up innocent 
people. Parliament’s home aff airs committee 
condemns the government’s detention policy 
as having ‘a shockingly cavalier attitude to 

the deprivation of human liberty and the 
protection of people’s basic rights’.”

The group is also concerned about 
the effect of the expansion on climate 
change as well as worsening air pollution 
in the area.

“Around Heathrow is already the 
second major hotspot for nitrogen dioxide 
pollution in London, with many breaches 
of legal limits for years (according to the 
Aviation Environmental Federation),” Mr 
MacKeith said.

In a bid to rally support against the new 
deportation centre, EHID members are 
holding a meeting at St Mary’s Church Hall 
in Hatton Road, Bedfont, at 7pm on Friday 
28th February.

Speakers will include a former detainee 
and anti-detention campaigners, while MPs 
and councillors have been invited to attend.
Morning Star 
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CUBA WORKING FOR 
LONGER AND HEALTHIER LIVES

Susana Antón

Ensuring that our people live not only 
longer, but also enjoy healthier lives 
is at the heart of work by institutions 
in Cuba, with 20.4 per cent of its pop-
ulation at sixty or more years of age.

In an eff ort to contribute to better quality 
of life for older adults, the Ministry of Public 
Health is working on training specialised 
personnel and incorporating elements of 
geriatrics into other medical specialities, 
to better serve an ageing population in a 
comprehensive manner.

In this regard, it is worth mentioning the 
construction of several facilities, including 
the fi rst unit for the evaluation of physical 
performance of older adults in Cuba – and 
one of the few existing in Latin America 
and the Caribbean – opened on 1st October, 
2019, taking into consideration the concept 
of healthy ageing, promoted by the World 
Health Organisation.

“This unit makes it possible to evaluate 
functional capacity based on variables such 
as walking speed and muscle strength, among 
other essential aspects. It also supports the 
diagnosis and rehabilitation of elderly per-
sons with reduced functional capacity and 
promotes the development of research in key 
areas of ageing and the training of compe-
tent human resources,” explained Dr Lilian 
Rodriguez Rivera, director of the Centre for 
Research on Longevity, Ageing and Health.

In previous statements, Dr Iván Tápanes 
López, specialist in Geriatrics and Geron-
tology, and head of the Centre’s physical 
performance unit, reported that the facility 

has high-tech equipment which allows for 
better diagnoses and assistance, research and 
comprehensive assessment from the physical 
point of view, evaluating the performance of 
activities like walking and others requiring 
physical eff ort and strength.

Similarly, on 21st November last year, 
the Alzheimer’s and Cognitive Disorders 
Centre opened in the municipality of Habana 
Vieja, also the only one of its kind in Cuba, 
specialising in early diagnosis and treatment 
of Alzheimer’s; support for caregivers, family 
members and professionals involved in the 
care of older adults who suff er from this 
health problem; and research that contrib-
utes to improving the care and management 
of these patients, as well as working with 
institutions associated with the BioCuba-
Farma state enterprise group, according to 
Rodriguez.

On the day of its inauguration, Dr Niurka 
Casado Barralesuna said that a priority of the 
institution will be the preparation courses, to 
contribute to supporting the establishment 
of memory clinics at the municipal level, for 
the identifi cation of the most complex cases.

With services including nursing, geri-
atrics, social assessment, neuropsychology, 
and group therapy, the centre is committed 
to comprehensive treatment and has com-
puterised systems.

For its part, the Centre for Longevity, 
Ageing and Health is developing a training 
program for the speciality of Gerontology 
and Geriatrics; a new study plan for Master’s 
degrees in Public Health and Ageing; and 
clinical nutrition and sarcopenia consulta-
tion (a term that describes the degenerative 

loss of skeletal muscle mass and reduction 
of muscle strength that occurs with ageing) 
have begun as outpatient services.

Likewise, at the Centre for Research 
on Longevity, Ageing and Health, fi fteen 
protocols for hospital care were updated 
and others approved for chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease, malnutrition, and 
related to the use of anaesthesia in elderly 
patients at high surgical risk, with the goal 
of implementing these nationwide.

In relation to academia and the impor-
tance of lifelong learning, the new study plan 
for MSc in Public Health and Ageing is in the 
design phase, as well as a professional devel-
opment course in Gerontology and Geriatrics.

The National Program for the Care of 
the Elderly, with its three subsystems: com-
munity, hospital and institutional, is also in 
the process of being updated.

The committee and working group for 
the development of the speciality on the 
island was created at the Longevity, Ageing 
and Health Centre, and the program for the 
development of the speciality of geriatrics 
for the period 2020-2025 is currently in the 
working phase.

Good health must be an essential com-
ponent of society’s response to the ageing 
population, added Dr Rodríguez Rivera, who 
recalled a thought expressed by Comandante 
en Jefe Fidel Castro Ruz, who said, “The 
most humane thing a society can do is to 
care for the elderly.”

In addition to these centres, in response 
to demographic trends, Cuba has continued 
to prioritise care for the elderly.

With advances made this past year, a 

total of fi fty-three services in this speciality 
are now available in Geriatrics, with 1,063 
beds destined for these patients, fi fty-three 
more than at the close of 2018, according 
to the Minister of Public Health, José Ángel 
Portal Miranda, in a review of 2019.

During this period, the number of beds 
in the 155 nursing homes increased, for a 
total of 12,419, as well as two new commu-
nity centres for the elderly, for a total of 295.

More than 973,000 older adults joined 
grandparents’ circles during the year and 
twenty-nine mental health departments were 
created, bringing the total to 178 nationwide.

In Context
• In 2019, 675 patients were admitted by 

the Centre for Research on Longevity, 
Ageing and Health, a greater number 
than in 2018.

• The occupation rate was seventy-eight 
per cent.

• The average stay was 7.9 days, one day 
less than in 2018.

• Some 7,579 medical consultations were 
provided, slightly less than the number 
reported in 2018.

• Some 401 surgical procedures were 
performed, higher than reported over 
the last fi ve years and 123 more than in 
2018.

• The clean surgical wound rate was 
positive, with no infections reported.

• The average preoperative stay was 1.7 
days, less than in 2018.

• The introduction of minimally invasive 
surgery is advancing successfully.

Granma 
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Donald Donato

Sinn Féin, the left-wing republican 
party founded in 1905 and famed for 
its affi  liation with the Provisional Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), has seen its 
popularity steamroll across the island 
in this weekend’s national elections. 
Once considered a pariah in Irish and 
British politics, Sinn Féin appears to 
be poised to take a role in the forma-
tion of a new government.

On this cold, rainy Monday morning, as 
the poll workers returned to their stations to 
resume counting the ballots, a seismic shift 
in Ireland’s politics was palpable. While it 
is still unclear what will become of the surge 
by Sinn Féin in the parliamentary elections, 
or how the next Irish government will look, 
the left-wing nationalist party’s underpin-
ning political program clearly spoke for 
increasingly angered and frustrated work-
ers in Ireland.

The Irish general election was held this 
past Saturday, 8th February, having been 
called by the prime minister (Taoiseach) 
Leo Varadkar on 14th January, after the 
dissolution of the 32nd Dáil Éireann (Irish 
parliament) by the President of the Irish 
Republic. Up for election were 159 of 160 
Dáil seats. Since May 2016, the neoliberal 
Fine Gael party has led a minority govern-
ment with help from smaller independent 
parties.

Unfinished Business
The year 2020 appears to be one of reck-

oning in Ireland like few others in recent 
memory. A 3rd February poll by The Times
(UK) indicates four in fi ve Irish people want 
a united Ireland in the wake of Brexit, which 
eff ectively rebuilds a wall between Northern 
Ireland and the Republic. Brexit’s fallout has 
pushed many voters in Northern Ireland and 
the Republic toward support for the island’s 
unifi cation.

Sharper still is the dissatisfaction of work-
ers, older adults, and young people in the 
Republic, who face an intensifying housing 
crisis and a failing health system as a result 
of nearly a decade of neoliberal policies. All 
this, and a strong leftward movement made 
possible by younger voters, has led to the 
erosion of the duopoly of the “mainstream” 
parties, Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael.

Winning the Votes 
of Working People

Under the party’s slogan “Building an 
Ireland of equals,” Sinn Féin’s president, 
Mary Lou McDonald, herself won thirty-six 
per cent of her Dublin Central constituency, 
blowing away her election rivals who placed 
only thirteen, twelve, and ten per cent, respec-
tively. Under McDonald’s leadership and by 
the current count, Sinn Féin have taken more 
than thirty seats in the Daíl and 24.5 per cent 
of the vote. Fine Gael held 20.9 per cent and 
Fianna Fáil 22.2 per cent. These are not fi nal 
tallies, but they are a strong indication that 
Sinn Féin has indeed won more votes than 
any other party and that is a historic victory. 
“My fi rst option is for government without 
Fianna Fáil or Fine Gael”, McDonald said 
this morning. “I want a people’s government 
to be formed.”

Before the election, Sinn Féin held only 
22 of 158 seats in Ireland’s lower house, and 
6 out of 60 in the senate (Seanad Éireann). 
Sinn Féin also holds 27 out of 90 seats in the 
Northern Ireland Assembly, and 7 out of 19 
Northern Irish seats in the British House of 
Commons.

“Giving Workers and Families 
a Break”

Sinn Féin’s 2020 political platform, 
“Giving workers and families a break: A 
Manifesto for Change,” calls attention to the 
struggles of working people over the course 
of the past century, and sets itself apart from 
the mainstream parties by asserting that they 
seek nothing less than “A United Ireland in 
which the economy serves the needs of our 
people and not the other way around.”

Sinn Féin’s criticism of the government 
led by Leo Varadkar extends to the entire 
system: “The current Fine Gael Government, 
supported by Fianna Fáil, has shown a com-
plete lack of empathy and a detachment from 
the reality of life for most people in Ireland 
in 2020. At every step over the last four years 
they have sided with landlords, developers, 
insurance companies and vulture funds. And 
our people have been left the poorer for it.”

The Manifesto is an impressive, exhaus-
tive, and costed laundry list of structural, 
social and economic changes well worth 
studying.

Putting Ireland’s self-determination 
fi rst, Sinn Féin has pledged full implemen-
tation of the Good Friday Agreement, the 
publication a White Paper on Irish Unity, 
the establishment of a Joint Parliamentary 

(Oireachtas) Committee on Irish Unity, and 
securing a referendum, North and South, on 
a United Ireland.

Sinn Féin promises to implement the 
largest public housing program in Irish his-
tory and putting an end to the hospital crisis 
by opening 1,500 beds and hiring thousands 
of medical staff .

Seeking to help struggling workers 
and their families, Sinn Féin also proposes 
to abolish the USC, the Universal Social 
Charge for the fi rst €30,000 earned. This 
is signifi cant because the USC is the Irish 
income tax as well as the social security/
health insurance levy.

To meet the growing global climate 
emergency, a Sinn Féin government pledg-
es to invest an additional €1bn in public 
transportation.

The party also wants to address Ire-
land’s insurance industry crisis, including 
the introduction of legislation to ban unfair 
pricing, setting up a special police unit for 
insurance fraud, increasing transparency 
in contracts and policies, and intervening 
in a broken insurance market to provide 
stability to small business and community/
voluntary sector.

The party would also work to overhaul 
Ireland’s industrial relations legislation 
and create a legal requirement on employ-
ers to recognise authorised trade unions in 
receipt of a negotiating licence, for the pur-
poses of collective bargaining and individual 
representation.

Aware of the growing population of 
older adults and the crisis that faces many 
older Irish workers, Sinn Féin pledges to 
establish the right to retire at the age of 

sixty-fi ve and would promote the equality 
and dignity of older people by allocating 
an extra €1.19 billion (AU$1.93 billion) for 
current expenditure across state ministries 
and agencies that support older adults and 
people living with disabilities.

But of all the impressive policy goals con-
tained in Sinn Féin’s 2020 Manifesto, none is 
so important or as elusive as the party’s goal 
of delivering for ordinary, working people. 
At the start of the Manifesto, the party states 
unequivocally, “We don’t want to be part of 
the system. We want to change the system.” 
If Sinn Féin sticks to its pledge for systemic 
change, it will take the concerted eff ort of not 
only elected offi  cials, but of trade and service 
unions, and new and dynamic movements 
for national self-determination, ecological 
survival, and social and economic democracy.

In the 1908 pamphlet Sinn Féin and 
Socialism, the famous Irish socialist and trade 
unionist, James Connolly, wrote, “When, in 
short, we of the socialist working-class take 
to heart the full meaning of the term Sinn 
Féin, ‘Ourselves’, and apply it to the work 
of industrial reconstruction, the era of the 
strutters and poseurs will end and we will 
realise at last what was meant by Marx when 
he spoke of the revolt of those who have 
nothing to lose but their chains.”

It remains to be seen if Sinn Féin, under 
the leadership of Mary Lou “Monsoon” 
McDonald, can help Irish working people 
and their trade unions to claim Connolly’s 
vision, but there can be no doubt that this 
election represents a new day dawning on 
a century-old struggle.
People’s World 

LEFT-WING “SINN FÉIN” WINS 
HISTORIC VICTORY IN IRELAND

Sinn Fein leader Mary Lou McDonald speaks to the media during a walkabout in central Dublin, whilst on the General Election campaign 
trail on Thursday, 6th February.


