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When Parliament resumes this week after
its summer break, the bush fires, govern-
ment inaction over climate change, and the
sports grants scandal can be expected to
dominate proceedings. The focus on these
issues, as important as they are, provides a
handy cover for the government to hide its
sinister agenda for 2020.

At the top of this agenda is the anti-worker,
union-busting Ensuring Integrity Bill 2019.
“The Bill sets out to provide employers and
government bodies with the powers to destroy
the trade union movement and crucify work-
ers. It would take Australia back to the days
of master-servant relationships of the 19th
Century,” The Workers’ Weekly Guardian noted
when it was presented to Parliament. (“Kill the
Bill!”, Guardian, #1891, 23-10-2919) It had
previously been thrown out by both Houses of
Parliament in 2017.

“This law will undermine workplace
safety, increase wage and superannuation
theft and make it harder for workers to get pay
increases and be represented when they need
help,” Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU) secretary Michelle O’Neil said at the
time.

The bill states that the Federal Court must
cancel the registration of a union on a range of
grounds including:

* two findings against the union for

disqualification of officers

multiple findings against a substantial

number of members of the organisation or a

part of its membership

+ non-compliance with orders or injunctions
or “obstructive” unprotected industrial
action.

There is a catch-all, “not a fit and proper
person” clause, that can be used to disqualify a
union official. This includes situations where a
right of entry permit has been revoked or sus-
pended, or there have been certain criminal or
civil findings as well as for “any other matter
the Court considers relevant.”

It also makes it a criminal offence to con-
tinue to stand for office or continue to hold
office, or influence the affairs of the union after
being disqualified. The offence is punishable
by a penalty of $210,000 or two years jail or
both. This removes the democratic right of a
union’s membership to determine who will rep-
resent them.

The bill allows the court to place regis-
tered trade unions or divisions or branches
into administration or deregister them if they
become “dysfunctional” or are no longer
serving the interests of their members.
“Dysfunctional” includes multiple contraven-
tions of the laws that result in disqualification
of officials — i.e. breaches of bad laws restrict-
ing legitimate trade union activity and leader-
ship from officials.

It also introduces a public interest test
for amalgamations of registered trade unions
where the Fair Work Commissioner has deter-
mined the test should apply, thus removing the
democratic right of members deciding whether
to amalgamate.
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Superannuation restrictions

The Proper Use of Worker Benefits Bill
2019, amongst other provisions, places restric-
tions on the content of modern awards and
enterprise bargaining agreements. It also aims
to “prohibit any action with the intent to coerce
an employer to pay amounts to a particular
worker entitlement fund, superannuation fund,
training fund, welfare fund or employee insur-
ance scheme.”

Your Superannuation, Your Choice Bill
2019 states that workers will be able to choose
their own superannuation fund where they are
employed under a workplace agreement or
enterprise agreement that is made on or after
July 1, 2020.

This is yet another attempt to shift work-
ers out of the highly successful industry funds
with trade union representation on their boards.
Successive Coalition governments since the
Howard government in the 1990s have unsuc-
cessfully tried to shift workers out of these
funds into the poorer performing retail funds.

At present, many workers are covered by
enterprise bargaining agreements or modern
awards that specify an industry superan-
nuation fund. This bill sets out to prevent

Our headlth and
environment

union-negotiated decisions regarding superan-
nuation coverage.

The above bills directly attacking workers
and trade unions are bad enough. There are a
number of other serious pieces of legislation
currently before Parliament. These include bills
to:

* dismantle the Family Court

* enable the centralised sharing of personal
identity data between federal, state and
territory governments

expand the trials of the cashless debit card
trial drug testing new recipients of Newstart
and Youth Allowance

* extend waiting period for some recipients
of Youth Allowance, Austudy, Newstart
Allowance and Sickness Allowance
ostensibly outlaw religious discrimination
while permitting discrimination on the basis
of religious beliefs (See page 3 for more
detail on these bills.)

The government has announced plans for a
complete transformation of the public service
including agency mergers and sackings, and
creation of mega departments along the lines of
the Department of Home Affairs. It has already
announced the closure of the Department of the
Arts as from 1st February 2020.
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One Nation’s Pauline Hanson has a Big
Brother bill for the addition of photos on
Medicare Cards, in other words turning them
into ID cards.

The undemocratic, anti-union bills set out
to facilitate wage theft and government and
employer interference in trade unions with the
ultimate aim of increasing corporate profits.

The punitive social security bills aim to
create savings for the government by reducing
payments. This would provide the government
with the additional means for further corporate
tax cuts — also increasing profits.

The Greens and Labor are expected
to oppose the Ensuring Integrity Bill. The
Coalition needs the support of a minimum
of three cross-benchers to pass it. If either of
the two Centre Alliance or two One Nation
Senators support the bill then it will come
down to Jacqui Lambie. Her position is
unclear.

The bill has already been passed in the
Lower House and heads the Coalition’s anti-
worker and union busting agenda for 2020. The
struggle must be resumed in earnest and the
cross-benchers must be lobbied hard if it is to
be defeated. As the Guardian said, “It is kill the
bill or be killed!” (23-10-2019) &

INVASION DAY
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BRENDON NELSON FLIES
INTO BOEING JOB

“The ‘personal link-up’ between the banks and industry
is supplemented by the ‘personal link-up’ between both of
them and the government.”

VI Lenin

Greetings Comrades!

Two weeks ago, news broke that former Australian War
Memorial (AWM) director Brendan Nelson had become president
of Boeing Australia, New Zealand and South Pacific. During his
tenure as director of the AWM, Nelson received serious criti-
cism for allowing several weapons companies to act as corporate
sponsors. Among those companies? You guessed it, Boeing. Let’s
forget for a moment how disgusting it is that a man in charge
of an institution honouring our dead soldiers accepted corpo-
rate sponsorship from arms manufacturers and focus on how
another former politician is using their political ties to help major
corporations.

In 2019, two former ministers found themselves working in the
private sector. Julie Bishop, former Minister for Foreign Affairs,
joined the board of Palladium. What does Palladium do? It is a
private aid contractor that handles millions of dollars in contracts
from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Christopher
Pyne, the former Minister for Defence, followed after that by
joining Ernest & Young (E&Y) as a defence consultant because,
according to Pyne, “the firm [is looking] to expand its footprint
in the defence industry.”

So here we are again; another former member of parliament
finds themselves in a prestigious role at a major corporation. But
why Brendon Nelson? What expertise can Nelson offer Boeing?
Nelson is a medical doctor, first and foremost. All his education
is in medicine. However, Nelson was a former Defence Minister
in the Howard government, and naturally has ties to parliament
and the Australian Defence Force.

Thus, despite his buddy-buddy relationship with Boeing as
director of the AWM (which undoubtedly helped him secure his
new job), Boeing seems interested in Nelson, as Palladium does
with Bishop, and E&Y with Pyne, because of their connections
to the government and their ability to secure contracts. Lenin
highlights as much with a quote from the economist Jeidels
in his Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism: “Seats on
Supervisory Boards [...] are freely offered to persons of title, also
to ex-civil servants, who are able to do a great deal to facilitate
(!") relations with the authorities.” These connections between the
state with the private sector are an important feature of finance
capital.

Here, we see that “ex-civil servants” have a purpose in helping
the corporations that employ them to continue their concentration
of production and of capital that in turn results in monopoly. This
is not a bug of finance capital but a feature and it’s the inevitable
evolution of capitalism that grows out of the much-vaunted “Free
Market” capitalism of the past.

This is why reform is a lost cause. The state is an oppressive
tool. Capitalists use the state to exploit the working-class and
secure private property. In the hands of capitalists, there is no
amount of reforming the state that will ensure justice for the
working-class because the capitalists, who run the state, industries,
and banks will ensure that the rules are rigged in their favour. It
is only in the hands of the working-class that the state will ensure
justice and equality is served to the masses.

Us communists must highlight this at every step. We need to
make clear to the working-class that bourgeois politics are not
the answer, that we must dismantle the capitalist state. We can
accomplish this by emphasising moments like these where the
bourgeoisie collaborate to ensure they are getting theirs while
we’re not getting ours. Soon enough the facade of capitalist meri-
tocracy will vanish and the workers will rise.

Franc Stregone

Guardian

STATEMENT FROM THE

AUSTRALIAN

DELEGATION

TO THE INTERNATIONAL
MEETING AGAINST
IMPERIALISM IN CARACAS

Caracas, January 22-24, 2020: From the Australian
Delegation to the International Meeting against
Imperialism expresses our solidarity with the
Venezuelan nation and people.

We support the building of an international united
front against imperialism and recognise the necessity for
concrete actions aimed at building the resistance against
United States intervention. This extends to opposition to
wars of aggression, economic sabotage, and unjust dip-
lomatic pressure.

A united front against imperialism must involve all
possible forces and isolate the common enemy.

Our delegation pledges to contribute to joint global

action and work towards building the Australian part of
the united front.

This means:

Building a broad alliance of trade unions, social
movements, organisations, and political parties.

Action aimed at achieving Australian independence
from the US-Australian alliance, including the removal
of United States military bases and communications cen-
tres from Australian soil.

Building a campaign to force the Australian govern-
ment to withdraw from the United States instigated sanc-
tions against Venezuela, the recognition of Maduro as
president of Venezuela. &
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Another week of bush fires, another week of government inaction.
But when it comes to attacking workers and social security
recipients the government is on the front foot. The lack of action

on climate change and the environment remains a serious concern.

The Guardian is part of the movement for serious action on
climate change and the protection of our planet. We need your
support. We urge our readers to make a contribution to the Press
Fund. Every contribution, big or small is appreciated.

Cumulative total: 420.00

Support The Guardian
by donafing to Press Fund

MEAA Statement

AXING OF ARTS
DEPARTMENT A FRESH BLOW
FOR STRUGGLING

The Morrison Government’s deci-
sion to axe the Department of the
Arts sets a new low in its treat-
ment of the arts sector.

MEAA says the decision, which
was made without any outside con-
sultation, sends a message to the
entire arts sector that is not valued
by this government, despite con-
tributing many billions of dollars to
the economy and employing tens of
thousands of people.

MEAA chief executive Paul
Murphy said the arts community
was still reeling from the impact
the 2015 Australia Council cuts
and there were now real fears that
the decision to fold the arts into the
new Department for Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development
and Communications was a precur-
sor to further funding cuts.

“The absence of the word ‘Arts’
from the new department’s title says
it all,” Mr Murphy said.

“This government’s disdain for

the arts has reached a new low. It
did not release an arts policy at this
year’s federal election, and its atti-
tude has been cut, cut, cut.

“Artists and arts organisations
and of all sizes are struggling in the
wake of the 2015 Australia Council
cuts, and there is widespread con-
cern that this decision will fore-
shadow further cuts to arts funding
next year.

“We are already aware of arts
organisations that are battening
down the hatches in expectation that
their funding will be reduced.

“The arts contribute billions of
dollars to the economy and gener-
ate tens of thousands of jobs. They
also serve a public good with mil-
lions of Australians enjoying the
arts either as active participants or
as audiences.

“The arts also play a fundamen-
tal role in telling stories about con-
temporary Australia. But as we have
seen with the erosion of the public’s

SECTOR

right to know and attacks on press
freedom, this is a government that is
intent on silencing the storytellers,
particularly those who confront it
with on issues it would rather keep
hidden.

“The only explanation we have
been given for the abolition of the
Arts Department is a wishy-washy
statement about reducing govern-
ment waste.

“If there are efficiencies to be
gained, then there is now no better
opportunity than to redirect those
savings directly into arts communi-
ties and reverse the years of neglect
and erosion of funding.

“Our members will not take this
lying down.

“Mere words the government
will not be enough. We call on
the Morrison government to show
through its actions that it is commit-
ted to the arts.” &

Find out more about the

Communist Party
of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au

emiil cpa@cpa.org.au
phone 02 9699 8844
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2020: A YEAR OF STRUGGLE

In addition to the union-busting
Ensuring Integrity Bill, there are
a number of other bills that the
government plans to ram through
Parliament in the coming months.
A number these bills are centred
on cutting payments to social
security recipients. As is the case
with the Ensuring Integrity Bill,
the titles are misnomers. Most of
these bills have previously been
presented to Parliament in 2017
or 2018.

Social Security
Recipients Targeted

The Payment Integrity Bill 2019
raises the maximum liquid assets
test waiting period from thirteen
weeks to twenty-six weeks so as to
“increase self-reliance.” The length
of the waiting period increases by
one week for every $500 held above
the $5,500 threshold for single
people with no children, or $1,000
for couples and people with children
above a threshold of $11,000.

It applies to applicants for the
Youth Allowance, Austudy, Newstart
Allowance, JobSeeker Payment, and
the Sickness Allowance. The esti-
mated saving is a relatively paltry
$104.8 million over four years, but
the impact on applicants for benefits
could be considerable.

These measures apply to people
who have passed the assets and
income tests. It is a callous built-in
delay for up to six months before
payment of benefits commences.

Liquid assets are defined as any
funds readily available to you or
your partner. This includes money
your employer owes you!

If an age pensioner goes over-
seas, their pension supplement will
be reduced to the basic amount after
six weeks temporary absence from
Australia, or immediately for perma-
nent departures. The pension supple-
ment was introduced to compensate
for the introduction of the GST.

The bill also introduces more
stringent residency rules to qualify
for the age pension that are expected
to save $32.3 million over four years.

Again, a seemingly petty meas-
ure, but one that attacks the vulner-
able, in particular, migrants visiting
their family overseas.

The expected total savings are
$291.5 million over four years.
Peanuts compared with the $160 bil-
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lion or more estimated spend on the
military over the same period.

Drug testing

The Drug Testing Trial Bill
2019 is to establish a two-year drug
mandatory testing trial in three
regions for 5,000 new recipients of
the Newstart Allowance and Youth
Allowance. The trial will oper-
ate in three locations: Canterbury
Bankstown in New South Wales,
Logan in Queensland and Mandurah
in Western Australia — all working
class suburbs.

Jobseekers who test positive to
a drug test will have their payments
placed on income management to
limit their ability to use their pay-
ments to further fund their drug use.
In effect if they are desperate, they
will find other ways.

In this way, eighty per cent of a
jobseeker’s normal payment will be
quarantined to pay bills and purchase
goods, and the remaining twenty per
cent will be paid into their regular
bank account, accessible as cash to
pay for discretionary items.

Jobseekers who test positive will
also be subject to a second drug test
within twenty-five working days and
may also be subject to further subse-

Tom’s Corner

quent tests. Refusal to take a test will
result in cancellation of payments.

“Jobseekers who test positive to
more than one drug test during the
trial will be referred to a Services
Australia contracted medical profes-
sional with experience in drug and
alcohol treatment. This is critically
important. This is about getting those
people who need support services the
services that they require. They will
assess the jobseeker’s particular cir-
cumstances and identify the appropri-
ate treatment and support options,”
Assistant Minister to the Prime
Minister and Cabinet, Ben Morton
said in his Second Reading speech.

The Minister’s promise of serv-
ices sounds great, but the legislation
fails to provide adequate resources
for the professional services that they
might require. These include rehabil-
itation programs, housing and jobs.

The drug testing stigmatises the
unemployed, suggesting the unem-
ployed are “druggies” and it is their
fault they are unemployed — a new
variation of the “dole bludger”

The government has no plans for
job creation even though the ratio
of job vacancies to unemployed is
around one to five using Australian
Bureau of Statistics data. In total
there is a reserve army of more than
1.9 million unemployed and under-
employed people seeking work.

Expansion of
Cashless Debit Card

The Income Management to
Cashless Debit Card Transition Bill
2019 will see approximately 23,000
welfare recipients in the Northern
Territory and Cape York region tran-
sition from the BasicsCard to the
cashless debit card (CDC). Currently,
these participants hold a BasicsCard,
a card that restricts where its recip-
ients can purchase goods and these
stores are not always the cheapest.

In comparison, the CDC works
everywhere except when individu-
als try to purchase alcohol, gambling
products and some gift cards, and to
withdraw cash.

The bill extends of the length of
the CDC trials in other communi-
ties, removes the existing cap on the
number of CDC trial participants and
expands its use in the Cape York area
and the Northern Territory.

There is no evidence of the ben-
efits of income management that
the government claims. On the con-
trary, several studies have found the
opposite.

The Menzies School of Health
Research on the birth weight of
Indigenous babies found that “that
the Aboriginal birth cohort affected
by the 13 month roll-out of Income
Management resulted in an aver-
age reduction in birth weight of 100
grams and a thirty percent increase
in the likelihood of being born with
low birth weight (i.e. below 2,500
grams). The magnitude of this effect
is comparable to what has been
reported from other international
studies of births to women exposed
to famines or extreme weather events
such as cyclones.”

The government started its roll-
out of the CDC with some of the
most disadvantaged communities.
The “trials” are the precursor to a
far-reaching program of income
management being rolled out to all
social security recipients.

Apart from its punitive income
management scheme, the govern-
ment still stubbornly refuses to
increase the Newstart Allowance. At
$40 a day it condemns recipients to
a life of poverty and misery while
removing any semblance of dignity.
It stigmatises thousands of people
through no fault of their own.

Big brother No. 1

The Identity-Matching Services
Bill 2019 follows from discussions
at a COAG meeting between fed-
eral, state and territory governments.
The bill provides for the exchange
of identity information in order to
operate the technical systems that
will facilitate the identity-matching
services envisaged by an intergov-
ernmental agreement.

It authorises the Department of
Home Affairs (DOHA) to develop
and operate identity-matching facil-
ities for the automatic sharing of
biometric facial images and other
identity information between gov-
ernment agencies, and in some cases,
private organisations.

The Department of Home
Affairs brings together Australia’s
federal law enforcement, national
and transport security, criminal jus-
tice, emergency management, mul-
ticultural affairs, settlement services
and immigration and border-related
functions.

Automated facial recognition
technology (AFRT) is being used
with CCTV, passports and for other
forms of identification.

The increasing use of biometric
systems raise serious concerns about
privacy and data security. It can be

used to do much more than collect
information on a person’s physical
characteristics. In the wrong hands,
e.g. an insurance company, it could
have damaging effects.

Police and intelligence agencies,
for example, could use it to identify
participants in political actions and
monitor the activities of individuals
in different contexts — all without the
person’s knowledge or consent.

Such a system is open to hacking
and other security breaches.

The bill helps to establish a
framework for the automated sharing
of biometric data — particularly facial
images — between federal, state and
territory government agencies (and
in some cases, local government and
private sector organisations).

The Mygov.au website links
JobSearch, Centrelink, Child
Support, Department of Health
Applications Portal, the Australian
Taxation Office, Department of
Veterans’ Affairs, HousingVic Online
Services, and Medicare.

Another bill to amend the
Passports Act expands the circum-
stances in which the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade may dis-
close information and allows the
Minister to arrange for the use
of computer programs to make
decisions.

“This bill will provide a clear
legal basis for ensuring that the
Foreign Minister is able to direct the
automation of the sharing of pass-
port data for the purposes of national
security,” Minister for Immigration,
Citizenship, Migrant Services and
Multicultural Affairs David Coleman
told Parliament.

It would also give the Foreign
Minister the power to arrange for
the automation of data-sharing with
Commonwealth, state and territory
agencies.

Privacy is shrinking bit by bit
with centralisation of data, in par-
ticular new sophisticated facial and
other recognition techniques. All
of this is compounded by reports
of security breaches, hacking and
leakages.

Big brother No. 2

There is another insidious bill
that resurrects the concept of an
identity card. This bill is not from
the Coalition but One Nation’s
Pauline Hanson. The Photographic
Identification and Fraud Prevention
Bill 2019 if passed would see the
addition of photos on Medicare
Cards. &
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Necessary debate required — Should Australia continue to use coal-fired
power stations or should we have zero coal and other fossil fuelled power
stations? Let us have a look at how the major political parties are thinking.
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The Liberal-National Coalition (LNP):
the federal government has been
enthusiastically calling for new coal-
fired power stations to offset the
aging existing plants with no real
success. The reason is that the costs in
construction and maintenance of fossil
fuel-powered electric generation is too
expensive compared with renewables.
Sir David Attenborough has criticised
overnment for turning its focus
mate change to “adaption and

h
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Australia

COAL-FIRED POWER STATIONS:

resilience.” In the wake of the bushfires,
the government continues to back coal

exports. A government and

policy

destined for the dustbin of history.

Len Lean

What’s wrong with Australia’s political
debate comes from a poor economic debate.
A debate stuck in the past, still prioritising
a surplus over economic management with
no real change in site. Instead of adaption
to extreme heat we should be looking to
renewables to reduce the catastrophic con-
sequences of climate change.

Against the Odds

Despite the LNP’s love of coal, renew-
able energy is substantially increasing. The
recently announced project near Port Augusta
in South Australia, a wind-solar farm, headed
by Irish development company DP Energy and
financed by Spanish energy company Iberdrola
(who have committed to invest $500 million),
is expected to have a generation capacity of
320 MW. Some 210 MW will be from wind
power, 110 MW from solar. More renewable
energy systems are coming and once they have
been established will hasten the demise of toxic
coal, diesel and gas-powered electricity.

Why are International
Companies So
Willing to Invest?

There are numerous reasons why multi-
national companies are investing in renewa-
bles: It’s “Open Sesame” reminiscing of Ali

Baba and the Forty Thieves, deriving enormous
profits for shareholders. Cheaper to construct
with low maintenance, our power bills have
built in costs which include: the cost of con-
struction, generating, transmitting it through
high-voltage lines, and distribution to your
house, the retailer who is selling you the
power, the green schemes (government sub-
sidies provided to encourage development of
renewable energy which are paid via levies on
everyone’s bill.)

Two decades ago all these costs were con-
trolled by each state government but, since the
electricity system was privatised in the *90s,
a host of private companies have an interest.
Electricity is sold on the market on-demand
(high demand, higher prices, hence skyrock-
eting bills).

How Dirty are
Coal-Fired Power Stations?

Recent reports show coal-fired power sta-
tions and coal mines were the greatest source
of fine-particles (PM2.5) pollution, oxides of
nitrogen, and sulphur dioxide nationwide.

Data also shows Victoria’s three coal-fired
power plants — Energy Australia’s Yallourn,
AGL’s Loy Yang A, and Alinta’s Loy Yang B
collectively pumped 1,007.5 kilograms of mer-
cury into the atmosphere.

Mercury, even small amounts may cause
serious health problems. It has toxic effects

The Labour Par
is in urgent need of a spinal
transplant to replace their present-
day bio-degradable one. Their
post-election review highlighted
why they lost votes in coal mine
areas particularly in Queensland.

(ALP): The ALP

The name of the game is still
bums on seats. The ALP leadership

on the nervous, digestive and immune system,
on lungs, kidneys, skin, and eyes. It is also a
threat to the development of the child in utero
and early in life. Mercury is considered by the
World Health Organisation (WHO) as one of
the top ten chemicals or groups of chemicals
of major public health concern.

Coal and coal waste (including fly ash,
bottom ash, and boiler slag) release approx-
imately twenty toxic chemicals, including
arsenic, lead, mercury, nickel, vanadium, beryl-
lium, cadmium, barium, chromium, copper,
molybdenum, zinc, selenium, and radium,
which are dangerous when released into the
environment. While these substances are trace
impurities, if enough coal burning such as coal-
fired power stations takes place, then signifi-
cant amounts of these substances are released.

Coal Contains
Uranium and Thorium

Most coal contains uranium and thorium
as well as their decay products and K-40. In
Victoria, some sixty-five million tonnes of
brown coal is burnt annually for electricity
production.

This contains about 1.6 ppm (parts per mil-
lion) uranium and 3.0-3.5 ppm thorium, hence
about 100 tonnes of uranium and 200 tonnes
of thorium is buried in landfill each year in the
Latrobe Valley. Australian coals contain up to
4 ppm uranium.
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still supports coal-fired power
stations, the Adani coal mine
project, and the continued
export of Australian coal. An
opportunistic approach. Workers
are aﬁprehenswe of political spin
and the ALP should remember
the old saying, “You can fool all
the people some of the time and
some of the people all the time,
but you cannot fool all the people
all the time.” Trying to serve

two interests is impossible with
persistent employers’ ultimatums
which are diametrically opposed
to workers’ interests.

Coal mining: environmental
uranium contamination

Coal mining itself gives rise to a potential
radioactive issue. Coal can be mined from open
pit of underground mines, which produce a sig-
nificant amount of waste rock. Drainage water
that is present can have elevated levels of radi-
oactivity. Underground coal mines are subject
to increased radon levels, while elevated levels
of radium and K-40 can be found in mining
waste rocks and soil. Sediments discharged in
waste water into the environment have been
measured with activities as high as 55,000 Bg/
kg of Ra-226 and 15,000 Bq/kg of Ra-228.

Note: the Becquerel (Bq) is a unit or meas-
ure of actual radioactivity in material as dis-
tinct from the radiation it emits, or the human
dose from that. Quantities of radioactive
material are commonly estimated by meas-
uring the amount of intrinsic radioactivity in
Becquerel’s.

Workers Exposed to
Radioactive Materials

Radioactivity material in the oil and gas
industry poses a problem to workers particu-
larly during maintenance, waste transport,
processing, and decommissioning. In particu-
lar Pb-210 (lead isotope) deposits and films,
as a beta emitter, are only a concern when pipe
internals become exposed. External exposure
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due to radioactivity in the oil and gas indus-
try is generally low enough not to require
protective measures to ensure workers stay
beneath their annual dose limits (set out by
the International Atomic Energy Agency basic
safety standards).

Health implications

Adults in coal mining communities have
been found to have:

* Higher rates of mortality from lung cancer,
chronic heart, respiratory, and kidney
diseases;

* Higher rates of cardiopulmonary

disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease (COPD) and other lung diseases,

hypertension, kidney disease, heart attack
and stroke, and asthma;

Increased probability of a hospitalisation

for COPD (by 1 percent for each 1,462 tons

of coal mined), and for hypertension (by 1

percent for each 1,873 tons of coal mined);

Poorer self-rated health and reduced quality

of life.

Children and Infants in coal mining
communities have been found to have:

* Increased respiratory symptoms including

wheezing, cough, and absence from school

with respiratory symptoms although not all
studies reported this effect;

High blood levels of heavy metals such as

lead and cadmium;

Higher incidence of neural tube deficits, a

high prevalence of any birth defects, and a

greater chance of being of low birth weight

(a risk factor for future obesity, diabetes and

heart disease).

Adults (and whole population) in com-
munities near coal-fired power stations and
coal combustion facilities have been found
to have:

* Increased risk of death from lung, laryngeal

and bladder cancer;

Increased risk of skin cancer (other than

melanoma);

Increased asthma rates and respiratory

Ssymptoms.

Children, infants, and foetal outcomes in
communities near coal-fired power stations
and coal combustion facilities have found
to have:

» Oxidative deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
damage;

Australia
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» Higher rates of preterm low birth weight,
miscarriages and stillbirths;

¢ Impaired foetal and child growth and
neurological development;

* Increased asthma rates and respiratory

symptoms.

Australia’s total contribution

The Australian government estimates that
Australia’s net emissions in 2017 were 556.4
million tonnes CO2-equivalent, to which the
sectoral contributions were approximately:
electricity, 33 percent; transport, 18 percent;
stationary energy (excluding electricity) 17
percent; fugitive emissions 10 percent; indus-
trial processes 6 percent; waste 3 percent; this
includes about 13 percent for non-electricity
residential use.

Of the 190 million tons emitted for elec-
tricity in 2017, twenty million tons was for
Primary Industry, forty-nine million tons for
Manufacturing (which might include alu-
minium smelting), fifty-one million tons
Commercial Construction and Transport, and
thirty-three million tons Residual.

Note: The government figure used (tons)
figures not metric (tonnes) which have been
in operation in the 1970s, tons show a lower
figure of actual present day figures than
using tonnes. (Conversion 190 million tons =
193.0489 million tonnes, 20m tons = 20.3m
tonnes, 49m tons = 49.7m tonnes, 51m tones
= 51.8184m tonnes and 33m tons = 33.5295m
tonnes.) Reason for using tons instead of the
usual tonnes unknown.

Paris Agreement and
Kyoto Protocol calculations
unsound

Australia’s 1.3 percent statistic of global
omissions is only correct on our green-
house emissions within Australia itself, but
excludes some significant factors. Firstly:
it fails to take into account emissions cre-
ated in one country while manufacturing
goods in other countries, and emissions due
to our major partners producing goods des-
tined for Australian consumers. For exam-
ple: China exports 23 percent of total imports
into Australia, December 5, 2019 figures.
This counts towards China’s emissions, not
Australia’s. If we take this consumption

shadow into account, the climate impact of
Australia becomes much higher.

Second issue: with coal exports, coal dug
up by Australia but burnt in China counts
for China’s emissions. As one of the largest
exporters of coal this keeps our total much
lower. Australian politicians and others such as
political commentators and mass media should
be very cautious before throwing stones while
we live in a virtual hot glasshouse.

Conclusive evidence

The longer we wait to move away from
fossil fuels, the more expensive it will be.

Bushfires expose weaknesses in Australia’s
health system. A report stated that the crisis has
not only left doctors unprepared to deal with
the health impacts of climate change, but it has
also revealed that the health system was not
fully equipped to handle the massive human-
itarian impact such a crisis would have on
communities.

On the popular Australian GP blog, GPs
Can, Bek Hoffman, who has been caring for
patients in the Southern Highlands of NSW,
wrote that he was “emotionally exhausted.”
He wrote: “100 percent of my patients are fire
affected, 80 percent cried, 50 percent had no
home or didn’t know if they had a home to
g0 to, 20-30 percent were fit-ins as they were
having trouble breathing, had chest pain, 10-20
percent of Rural Fire Service, Fire NSW, or
State Emergency Services seeking help for
acute injuries sustained yesterday.”

Renewable energy is cheaper than fossil
fuel power generation, it’s environmentally
cleaner. Public transport powered by renew-
able energy will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. If all polluting industries were
compelled to install the latest technology to
capturing toxic emissions from smoke stacks
this would reduce greenhouse gases, toxins
from contaminating the environment and
most of all reduce illnesses and reduced life
expectancy.

There is conclusive scientific evidence that
coal-fired power stations cause health harm to
the population, environment, and significantly
contribute to global warming, all unaccepta-
ble realities of today. We cannot afford to have
a LNP federal government dictated to by big
business interests at the expense of worker’s
health and environment. We cannot accept the
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ALP having one foot in last century thinking.
This era of capitalism serving “all Australian
sections of society” has never been real, it’s
an everlasting myth by major parties, it’s an
impossibility, and their actions speak for
themselves.

Backbone

If they had the backbone we could have
completely renewable energy within five years,
all public transport electrically operated with
vastly increased numbers, and greatly reduced
toxic emissions from industry, this is not pie in
the sky stuff as they assert; “too costly and we
don’t have the finance, it will increase taxes,
and businesses will go to the wall, we must
balance the books, we will end up in a reces-
sion etc.” If we continue burning coal and other
fossil fuels the devastating consequences have
been seen with increased bushfires, floods and
drought and it is scientifically recognised these
destructive events will worsen if little or noth-
ing is organised promptly.

End Fossil Fuel

All fossil fuel power generation facili-
ties must be phased out as quickly as possi-
ble, time is running out. A cost benefit analysis
must take into account factors in the impacts
on health, such as: decreased lung function,
increased respiratory symptoms, asthma,
increased cardiovascular and cardiopulmo-
nary disease, increased cancer rates, hospital
admissions costs, and reduced life expectancy.
All have statistically significant relationship
with air pollution from fossil fuel burning. The
annual cost from air pollution could run into
the billions.

Leadership missing

Australia should be leading the way on
climate policy and change, not being dragged
kicking and screaming to take action which
falls far behind that of comparable nations.

We have reached crisis point now, there
will be no future for our children if we don’t
act now with all resources available that we
have.

The Communist Party of Australia must
use every means possible to expose the capi-
talist bankrupt system for what it is, profits at
all cost irrespective of human or environmen-
tal costs. &
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Around the country, Communist Party of
Australia (CPA) branches from different
states attended their local Invasion Day ral-
lies to protest the celebration of colonisa-
tion and genocide upon which “Australia”
was founded.

In Melbourne (Narrm) there was a massive
turnout for the Invasion Day rally. While media
around the world reported that there were “tens
of thousands” of people attending Invasion
Day protests, Warriors of the Aboriginal
Resistance (WAR) said that 60,000 — 80,000
people attended the rally in Melbourne alone.

Since the rally, the media has been report-
ing false information on the Invasion Day rally.
Other than under-reporting attendance, the
media has also been claiming that the rally was
for “changing the date.” However, the rally in
Melbourne was not for changing the date, but
for abolishing the day.

Speakers included members of WAR, their
family members, and a guest from Western
Australia. 17-year-old Djadjawurrung and
Waurundjeri girl opened up the rally by raising
William Barak’s legacy as the first resistance
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fighter from Wurundjeri Country. She men-
tioned how during William Barak’s time in the
1800s there were only eighteen Wurundjeri
people left. She said that ignorance was to be
blamed for celebrating “Australia Day” and
questioned why we celebrate Captain Cook
when Germans don’t celebrate Hitler.

The second speaker, Meriki Onus, started
her speech by asking for a minute’s silence
for Veronica Nelson, who died in custody at
the beginning of this year. Meriki Onus also
explained the reasoning behind the “Pay the
Rent” campaign. The “Pay the Rent” cam-
paign, that was started in the ’70s, as a way to
economically support First Nations people. She
said there needs to be “less talk, more action”
when it came to supporting First Nations
people. All the money raised at the Melbourne
(Narrm) rally for “Pay the Rent” went towards
the Victorian Aboriginal Funeral Fund.

Another speaker, Robbie Thorpe, empha-
sised Australia’s current position as being
stuck on whether or not this is invaded land,
that we need to move beyond accepting that
fact. He said that Australia has been built on

“lies, deceit, fraud, and propaganda,” but it is
Aboriginal land and follows Aboriginal law.
He mentioned two books that have been pub-
lished in the past decade that have exposed
the ingenuity behind traditional practices: Bill
Gammage’s The Biggest Estate on Earth and
Bruce Pascoe’s Dark Emu.

A small pro-Australia Day group wear-
ing blue shirts and waving Australian Flags
attempted to derail the protest. The group stood
behind three rows of cops and were moved on
before marshals at the rally planned a way to
confront the group. Another disturbance to
the rally were the ongoing bells from St Pauls
Cathedral during speeches. However, it is
unknown why the bells were rung insistently
through the speeches.

Brisbane (Meanjin) saw upwards of five
thousand demonstrators march from Queens
Garden to Musgrave Park in what is estimated
as Brisbane’s (Meanjin’s) biggest Invasion
Day rally yet. Led by Indigenous Yuggera
and Turrbal people, demonstrators gathered in
front of the Queens Garden monument where
the Aboriginal flag hung proudly before Queen
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CPA ATTENDS INVASION [

Victoria’s statue. Local members of the CPA’s
Brisbane branch attended the rally to show sol-
idarity with Australia’s First Nations.

Local Aboriginal activists gave a series
of impassioned speeches and performances.
Emphasising unity and truth to power, speak-
ers made it clear that the issues being pro-
tested went beyond simply changing the date.
“We are sick and tired of our babies dying in
custody, we are sick and tired of our children
being forcibly removed, we are tired of them
stealing our lands,” exclaimed Elder Shelly
Moreton, emphasising the systemic injustice
that Indigenous people face every day of the
year. Banners could be seen with the hashtag
#JusticeForWalker, remembering the tragic
shooting of Warlpiri man Kumanjayi Walker
last year. One of the countless cases of injustice
remembered.

As the people marched across the Brisbane
(Meanjin) CBD, banners, and placards could
be seen reading “Abolish Australia Day,”
“Lest we forget the frontier wars,” and “Pay
the rent,” sending a clear message to Australian
politicians, media, and the broader public that
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the memory of colonialism and the demand
for justice has never been forgotten. Towards
the close of a powerful speech by local activist
Ruby Wharton, the call for anti-colonial action
could be heard: “It all starts with decolonisa-
tion. The moment we assimilate is the moment
we lose ourselves.”

In Perth (Boorloo), over 1,000 Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal people gathered in Forrest
Place for the commemoration of the day
Australian settlement was commenced in
Sydney (Cadigal) on the east coast of Australia.
The proceedings were opened with a traditional
smoking ceremony and didgeridoo perform-
ance, played by Daniel Garlett and speeches
from Noongar elders “Pop” Ben Taylor and
“Aunty” Maureen Mingili (McGlade); “We
are supposed to be equal in Australia today
— but the government’s words do not match
their actions — we will give you something, but
only the crumbs from the table,” said Maureen
Mingili. The Aboriginal people who spoke
called for a treaty which would give them sov-
ereignty — a sovereignty that was never ceded
when the white man came. Greens Senator
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Rachel Siewart also addressed the rally and
said, “This country should not celebrate the
history of this country on this day as we have
unfinished business.” There was a need to tell
the truth about the settler and frontier violence
against the Aboriginal people — and about the
dispossession of their lands. Siewart also spoke
about the double sorrow caused by the out of
control bushfires which have caused damage
to Aboriginal land on top of the dispossession
of their land. Siewart called on all people to
contact their elected parliamentary represent-
atives to say they wanted the date changed
— as currently it is not a day inclusive of all
Australians, but Invasion Day.

Noongar Aboriginal activist, Maryanne
Mackay in her address to the rally was crit-
ical of the role of the Department of Child
Protection which often perpetuated the institu-
tionalisation and hurt being felt by Aboriginal
families when they invoked their legislated
prerogatives of care for children. Mackay was
also critical of the role of the United Nations
which she said also did not fully under-
stand and respect Aboriginal culture in their

work. Kayla — a leader from School Strike
for Climate Change (SSOC) also addressed
the rally to say that the change necessary to
combat climate change cannot come without
equality for all people. Kayla said, “SSCC
joins our voices with the Aboriginal people in
their struggle for equality, justice and sover-
eignty.” Noongar activist Herbert Bropho also
used heavy chains draped around his neck
and shoulders to illustrate how his people had
been in chains throughout the colonial history
of Australia. At the conclusion of his presenta-
tion the police seized the chains from Bropho
on the pretext that they could be used as a
weapon if he were to carry them in public.
Bropho said that friends then intervened to
say the chains were not a weapon but used as
a cultural symbol of oppression and the chains
were returned.

The record crowd for an Invasion Day rally
then took to the streets of Perth (Boorloo) and
marched along Barrack Street and St George’s
Terrace to Victoria Square, bringing traffic to
a standstill as they passed onto the Supreme
Court Gardens for the afternoon’s Wandjoo
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Birak Concert. There were many colourful
banners and placards calling for the date to
be changed and justice for Aboriginal people
including, “Not happy Jan. 26” and “Pillaged
and raided, Australia was invaded.”

At the Birak Concert, where there was
Aboriginal music and traditional dancing,
the people were also addressed by federal
Aboriginal Affairs minister Ken Wyatt who
said there was a need to bring the major-
ity of Australians with us if we wanted to
change the celebrations from 26th January.
Wyatt said he was encouraged by the large
number of younger people attending the ral-
lies for change — including many non-indig-
enous people. Wyatt was also heckled by
Aboriginal people in the crowd over his com-
ments about Constitutional Recognition and
lack of action on the ongoing effects of the
stolen generation.

With 2020 marking 250 years since the
beginning of British colonial rule in Australia
it is clear that Aboriginal voices are louder than
ever and that it’s well past time for the public
to listen. &
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“Housing discrimination against Aboriginals
in Townsville is so great but it is only one
of many areas where we are restricted. This
is a denial of human rights to the Aboriginal
population. People do not know how
devastating an effect it has on the people
concerned ...”

In 1975 the Commonwealth government
passed the Racial Discrimination Act but a
report published recently by Community
Relations Commission shows beyond doubt
that unequal treatment of Aborigines and
Islanders is still rampant in Townsville.

The report — Discrimination against
Aborigines and Islanders in North Queensland
— deals with employment, housing hotels and
its findings are shocking indictment of white
Australian attitudes toward our black national
minorities; the report does not reveal simply
the occasional case but discrimination on a
massive scale.

Many Aborigines and Islanders do not reg-
ister for unemployment benefits so official fig-
ures do not accurately reflect the level. In June
1973 when unemployment generally was low
at a level (the national figure was 1.4 per cent),
Aboriginal unemployment was twelve per cent
or over 8 eight times greater. Today, Aboriginal
and Islander unemployment is far higher.

FOBBED OFF

A survey in the report shows that fifty per
cent of Aborigines and Islanders who applied
for jobs were not even given an interview while
in all these the cases the white applicant for
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ANTI-ABORIGINE DISCRIMINATION
STILL RIFE IN QUEENSLAND

the job got an appointment. Aborigines were
fobbed off, with lies, usually that the job had
already been filled.

The report concludes that this discrimina-
tion in employment results in most Aborigines
and Islanders working in unskilled positions
with high rates of casual work, frequent unem-
ployment and a great degree of job frustra-
tion and insecurity. Many of Aborigines and
Islanders interviewed also reported that they
were paid less than whites and were asked to
do the hardest and most unpleasant jobs.

Individuals and organisations treat
Aborigines and Islanders unequally but the
major source of discrimination in employment
is the Queensland government.

The Queensland parliament passed the
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders Acts in
1971. Essentially, the Act is a piece of discrim-
inatory legislation which allows government
control of black wages, freedom of movement
and other basic human rights.

Government discrimination is also
expressed in the powers of the Department of
Aboriginal and Islander Affairs, which controls
the life on reserves and the actions of welfare
agencies in Queensland.

Discrimination in housing in Townsville
makes it extremely difficult for Aborigines and
Islanders to find decent homes, especially pri-
vate rented accommodation. They are told that
houses and flats have already been taken, they
get poorer services from estate agents and are
charged higher bonds and rents.

In every single case where the home had
not really been sold or rented already, the

Aboriginals at “at home” in Wattle Creek: “The appalling situation is not restricted to Townsville.”
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Aborigines in the survey were discriminated
against. In other words discrimination in hous-
ing is total, despite the fact that this is against
the law.

“HUMILIATING”

Most hotels in the town were proved to
discriminate against Aborigines and Islanders
always or occasionally, either with poor service
or by barring Blacks completely. Aborigines
as a result are often unwilling even to go into
the hotels.

The report comments: “Aborigines had no
experience with alcohol before the advent of
the white man. Prohibition ... served the dis-
criminatory purpose of reducing Aboriginal
people to second-class status. Today, in 1976,
the refusal of access to drinking facilities is
humiliating and without any benevolent pur-
pose whatsoever. Discrimination in hotels
functions only to maintain a second-class status
for Aborigines, to perpetuate racial myths of
inferior drinking behaviour, and damages
Aboriginal self-esteem and confidence.”

The appalling situation that the report
reveals is not restricted to Townsville. There
is evidence of discrimination against the
Aboriginal people throughout Australia.

European colonisation with its imported
racism destroyed the traditional Aboriginal
economy and social system, and many human
beings too. Racism was used to justify the theft
of Aboriginal lands and the later exploitation of
cheap black labour.

This has not stopped. Mining companies
still disrupt communities and destroy sacred
sites to get at valuable minerals, and in city

slums and fringe camps, Aborigines exist on
social service benefits until they are needed as
casual or seasonal workers.

Aborigines have experienced poverty, mal-
nutrition, sickness, poor education, unemploy-
ment, police harassment, insecurity and racial
prejudice and discrimination for the past 200
years. It is still going on.

There are no quick and easy solutions. The
Community Relations Commission report sug-
gests that the federal government, and not the
States, should have powers to prosecute people
for discriminatory acts. Conciliation has not
worked so there should be penalties for anyone
convicted.

This would clearly be a step forward in
defending and increasing Aboriginal and
Islander human rights but in addition there
must be special stress on the right to work and
on equal wages and working conditions.

LAND

If Aboriginal workers are to become equal
members of Australian society, land must be
returned to communities where they can have
autonomy and control of natural resources.

Special benefits must be provided to equip
the people with general and trade education,
housing, health and other facilities. Language
and the Aboriginal cultural heritage must be
preserved and developed.

The Socialist Party of Australia points out
in its program that “it is in unity between black
and white Australians and the powerful support
of the Australian labor movement and progres-
sive people that the struggle for full rights for
Aborigines will be won.” &
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The real intent of the Prices and Incomes
Accord is to disarm the working class
ideologically and organisationally so that
capitalists may pursue maximum profits
with least resistance.

When the ACTU Conference endorsed the
Accord, Hawke told delegates that a Labor
government would be no handmaiden to the
unions, that labour and capital are equal social
partners, that employers and unions would
have the same opportunities to consult with
the government.

This is an incredible ideological shift in
policy (if not practice) for a Labor govern-
ment. It denies the very nature of capitalism
and the relationship between labour and capital
whose interests are diametrically opposed. Not
to put unions first amounts to a betrayal of the
nominal objectives of the ALP and ACTU. The
Labor Party was, after all, formed to protect the
interests of labour and the ACTU also surely
exists to win improvements for the working
class.

The Accord is a social contract between
the Labor Government and the trade union
movement. It is based on the false idea that
labour and capital have common interests and
hence workers must co-operate with employ-
ers. Conflict is seen as evil; struggle should be
suppressed and capitalism rescued from future
crises.

Wages Blamed for Crisis

The economic strategy underlying the
Accord is based on the concept that wage
increases cause price inflation and unemploy-
ment. Workers, having caused the crisis, should
also pay for the recovery. After all, “who else
was going to pay for it?” said former ACTU
Vice President, Charlie Fitzgibbon, at a spe-
cial ACTU Conference in September 1982.
Obviously not Rod Carnegie!

The postponement of any benefits of the
Accord to “over time” and the banning of extra
claims form the basis of self-imposed limita-
tions on struggle. Such self-restrictions are out-
right class collaboration. When the objective
conditions for social change are ripening, the
subjective attitudes of the working class are
being diverted to making sacrifices for private
profits.

The full political, economic, and social
consequences of the Accord have yet to be
fully realised. Some indications of what lies
ahead have emerged. Take the case of the
Federated Furnishing Trades Society (FFTS).
FFTS members were forced by the full weight
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of the ACTU and ALP leaderships to pay back
a wage rise — one they had won through legiti-
mate trade union (strike) action.

Even the militant and relatively powerful
building unions gave up their pursuit of a legit-
imate wage increase and resorted to backdoor
methods in an attempt to catch up some of their
lost wages.

Legitimate Struggle
Outlawed

The Food Preservers’ Union (FPU) has
also come under two ferocious attacks. The
first of these was when some of its members
won a wage increase through industrial action.
Many of these workers were on wages well
below the poverty line and all the increase did
was catch up some of the wages lost during the
Fraser wage freeze. Legitimate struggle around
the maintenance of real wages by individual
unions has been outlawed by the Accord.

As a policy of consensus and class co-
operation, the Accord talks of tripartism. The
attacks on the FPU and FITS for legitimate
trade union struggle were tripartite in nature:
the ACTU joined the employers and govern-
ment in an all-out attack on the two organisa-
tions. The collaboration went so far that the
giant transnational Unilever sent an offer (sell-
out proposal) for the Rosella workers to the
FPU in an ACTU envelope!

Tripartism is presented as cooperation
between government, employers and employ-
ees. In fact, it is an alliance of government and
employers against employees. In the same way,

the policy of class collaboration is portrayed as
cooperation between employers and employees
but is really an attack by the employer on unre-
sisting employees.

When before in the history of the labour
movement in Australia has a Labor govern-
ment or the ACTU leadership sought to destroy
a union for protecting its members’ interests?
The Accord is the basis for this unprecedented
and dangerous situation.

It is claimed by some on the left that the
Accord has strengthened the labour movement.
“We now have unity — of the right, centre and
left.” Yes, there is unity and a united working
class is important and should be fought for.
However, even more important is what the
unity is based on. Unity around the Accord is
unity with the class enemy, unity in the inter-
ests of the capitalist. However. the whole idea
of unity is to strengthen the position of the
working class so that it can defeat the capitalist
class, that is, defeat, not unite with, the enemy.
Unity around bad politics serves no useful pur-
pose for the working class.

Some on the left go even further, alluding
to changes in the appearance of capitalism, and
suggest that we are now on the path to social-
ism through the Accord, by co-operating with
employers. Nothing could be further from the
truth and promoting such ideas is extremely
harmful to the working class.

The effects of such ideological propaganda
were very evident during the recent AMFSU
elections. As a result of the political position
adopted in support of the Accord, many mem-
bers had a great deal of difficulty discerning
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““One moment, Jackson, I just want to inform you of some decision
making you have participated in as the employees representative.”’
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“left” from “right” candidates when they read
their election material. Both sides pushed the
Accord, loved Hawke the most and appeared
to have Hawke’s support. On the surface, there
was little to choose between policies of left and
right.

Left Support Given

While in reality there was still a consider-
able difference between the extreme right-wing
push and those on the left in the union, these
differences were greatly reduced and blurred
by the left’s support for the class collaboration-
ist Accord.

The effect of such unity between the right,
centre and many on the left has been the growth
of the right-wing forces in the labour move-
ment and a weakening of the left. The right has
deliberately sought, through the Accord, to iso-
late those on the left who have continued to put
the interests of the working class first.

This is all part of a wider push by the right
and centre of the ALP and ACTU. The affili-
ation moves of the clerks’, shop assistants’
and other right-wing unions in Victoria are all
planned moves to tie up labour in Australia
under the leadership of Robert Hawke or his
Successor.

Danger of
company unionism

If the Accord continues along its intended
path, then not only will the conditions of the
working class worsen and democratic and
trade union rights be reduced, but the unions
will become the handmaiden of the Hawke
Government, the handmaiden of capital-
ism. Company unionism as practised in the
USA will become the norm and the left will
be made ineffective, silenced and possibly
outlawed.

While criticising Hawke’s Government,
it is well to remember that any future Liberal
government would extend the present ideas
even further.

Just as conditions worsen, the economic
recovery falters, and jobs continue to disap-
pear, the organisational and ideological base
of the union movement will have been weak-
ened by the Accord if present developments
are not halted. As Palme Dutt said discussing
the policy of class collaborationist Germany
in 1933:

“The present policy determines the future
action. It is not possible, even if there were
the will ... at a moment’s notice to transform
a deeply enroutined machine and large-scale
organisation of class co-operation, pacifism
and legalism within 24 hours into an organ of
class struggle and revolution.”

It is imperative that before the ACTU trav-
els any further down this slippery path of col-
laboration, before the trade union movement
is disarmed organisationally and ideologically,
that the working class builds unity around
class struggle and not the Prices and Incomes
Accord.

This article originally appeared in the
Guardian, January 1985 &
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NOT ENOUGH DONE
FOR BUSHFIRES

Dear Editor,

The devastation we have seen and expe-
rienced this summer has been incredibly
distressing and heart-wrenchingly sad;
the loss of precious lives, peoples’ homes,
livelihoods, as well as our unique wildlife,
domestic animals and pets — it is hard to

find the words to adequately express how
I feel.

I’m certainly not surprised that PM
Morrison’s popularity has drastically fallen.
His lack of leadership, with hesitations, delays,
and excuses cost our people, land and animals
very dearly. People are rightly upset about this.

Morrison’s words do not make me feel
confident and optimistic about the future
under his management of the country. Over
the past months I’ve watched and read in
horror, anguish, and deep sadness at the ongo-
ing dreadful bushfire crisis that has engulfed
eastern Australia and elsewhere. And like
many others, I’ve waited for far too long for an
appropriate reaction and some capable leader-
ship on this vital matter from the Federal gov-
ernment. Action did come, but only after rising
anger and frustration by the public who pres-
sured the government to act. I feel that the
people suffering in these awful fires have been
terribly let down by the government’s slow
response.

Kind words, thoughts and prayers are
certain good, but they must be followed by

effective policies and meaningful actions to
help those in desperate need and to act on the
advice of experts to solve the bushfire, drought
and the pressing climate problems that we face.
We need genuine strategy on how to put an end
to this unprecedented bushfire crisis and stop
future ones.

Real leadership inspires hope and opti-
mism, what we are getting is the words of a
salesman, not of a statesman. The Australian
people deserve much better than this, espe-
cially in these dire times. The Morrison gov-
ernment’s performance so far has been far too
little, too late.

There have been so many warnings over
the decades about climate change, its impend-
ing impacts and calls for more action. And
early last year fire chiefs and scientists were
warning it would be a horror bushfire season
and urgently requesting more fire fighting
facilities to tackle this. The advice and pleas
for more assistance was not heeded.

It was awful enough to go through the
aftermath of the 2009 Black Saturday fires that
badly affected our region and state. Thankfully
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there was less loss of life and homes this time,
but going through catastrophic firestorms and
observing the massive destruction over again is
overwhelmingly heartbreaking.

The climate crisis is here and things are
just getting worse with intense firestorms. We
cannot waste more time with inaction when we
face a bushfire and climate national disaster.
To save precious lives and livelihoods, homes,
habitats and animals we must have good
leadership that can inspire and carry people
forward.

What Australia and the world wants now is
committed leaders, with a clear vision, uncon-
strained by political doctrine and diversions
and prepared to do what needs to be done to
battle the climate crisis. There is a global prob-
lem to address that requires urgent action.

The way we have lived and done things
must change if we are to have a decent future
for us, our children, and all living things on
earth. Nice homes and jobs are pointless if we
do not have clean air and water and a healthy,
liveable country and planet.

Steven Katsineris

NO WAR ON IRAN RALLY

The No War on Iran rally was organised
by the Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN) nationwide. On January
25, There were rallies throughout the
world protesting against the assassination
of General Soleimani, the US occupation
of Iraq, the escalating of tensions in the
Middle East, and US imperial wars. The
rally took place the day after one million
people in Baghdad, Iraq protested against
US occupation.

The rally in Melbourne was attended
by various groups such as Spirit of Eureka,
Melbourne Unitarian Church, members
of IPAN, Wikileaks, the Worker Student
Alliance, the Medical Association for the
Prevention of War, the James Connoly
Association Australia, union members, and
the Campaign for International Cooperation
and Disarmament.

The speakers highlighted the follow-
ing points: The need for an Australian inde-
pendent foreign policy instead of following
US foreign policy; Trump withdrew from the
nuclear deal with Iran, and so is threatening
war instead, which is particularly important
in the context of the upcoming US election;
Over $1 trillion spent by the US to update
their nuclear arsenal a couple of years ago;
the Doomsday Clock hand has been moved to
100 seconds from midnight — the closest it has
ever been before to nuclear war; to get the US
out of the Middle East and bring the troops
home; war money and resources to instead be
used for putting out the bushfires and social
services, such as the NDIS; General Soleimani
was invited to Iraq for peace talks with Saudi
Arabia who sought to resolve tensions in the
Middle East because the Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment know that as US allies, they are a
target; War is union business; there is a con-
stant need for an independent press since the
disinformation spread by mainstream media is
paralysing society; since General Soleimani’s
assassination, the shares of oil companies
have increased; imperialist wars are just about
killing brown people for oil and capital; white
workers have more in common with Iranian
people than with white capitalists, and so we
should be fighting a class war, not imperial-
ist wars; Western imperialism continues to
dominate people of colour internationally and
Indigenous people here in Australia.

In Perth, more than twenty people gath-
ered late Saturday morning 25th January, out-
side the US Consulate on St Georges Terrace.

The rally was the first public action organ-
ised by the Perth branch of the Independent
Peaceful Australia Network (IPAN) and
spokeswoman Elizabeth Hulm said it was nec-
essary to protest the US government actions
as the world needed to fight climate change
and not wars in the Middle East. The rally also
called on Australia to bring our troops home
from Iraq — which is a call also being made by
the Iraqi Parliament.

One of the protestors highlighted that
“We should stop making the people of Iran
suffer which comes in part through the sanc-
tions which have been imposed by the US
government.” &
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CHINA’S CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE
SHOWS WHAT’S POSSIBLE WHEN
PEOPLE COME BEFORE PROFITS

CJ Atkins

The usually celebratory atmos-
phere of Lunar New Year was
markedly more subdued across
Asia this weekend as govern-
ment officials in China fought to
contain the outbreak of a deadly
new coronavirus that has, as of
this writing, infected nearly 2,700
and taken the lives of more than
eighty. Unprecedented efforts are
being made to halt the spread of
the pneumonia-like respiratory
illness caused by the coronavirus,
which is believed to have origi-
nated in a seafood market where
illegal wildlife meat was sold.

Three more cases in the US were
confirmed Sunday, 25th January, two
in California and one in Arizona,
according to information released
by the Centres for Disease Control
(CDC) and Prevention. Two earlier
cases were confirmed in Chicago and
Washington state. The CDC said it
is monitoring just over 100 patients
in twenty-six states for possible
infection.

Throughout most of China, mass
gatherings to welcome the Year of
the Rat were cancelled on the Friday
and Saturday, while other coun-
tries allowed events to go forward
but encouraged greater vigilance
among the public. Lunar New Year
is the world’s biggest annual human
migration, with hundreds of millions
traveling to be with family — both
within China and around the globe.
But the rapid spread of the corona-
virus put a damper on this year’s big
move, leaving many — especially
migrant workers in some of China’s
major cities — unable to get back to
their hometowns.

The city of Wuhan, in Hubei
province, is the epicentre of the out-
break and has effectively been sealed
off. All planes, trains, and other links
were cut. Public transport and private
vehicle travel within the urban core
are now suspended, with some 6,000
taxis coordinated by the government
to provide the city’s neighbourhoods
with essential transportation.

Officials there say they took the
measure to “ensure the safety and
health of the people.” Similar but
less intense regulations are now in
effect in other cities surrounding
Wauhan, bringing the total number of
people quarantined to fifty million.

The World Health Organization
is praising the Chinese govern-
ment’s quick response to the crisis,

with director-general Tedo Adhanom
Ghebreyesus saying the country was
taking “very strong measures ... with
full commitment.”

Rapid Response

The scale of that commitment
is now ramping up in a massive
way — showcasing the ability of the
country’s socialist state to marshal
resources rapidly and efficiently in
the service of public health.

The government of Wuhan has
launched a rush campaign to con-
struct special hospitals to treat
coronavirus patients and provide
relief for the city’s overwhelmed
health care system. The first 1,000-
bed hospital is already being built,
with completion expected for 3rd
February — a total construction time
of just six days.

Video broadcast on Friday
showed dozens of excavators and
bulldozers levelling the site where
the hospital will rise. Construction
workers are demonstrating their own
devotion to the project, with many
giving up their holidays to return
to work. Engineer Wu Zhizhen told
the Associated Press he was driven
by a sense of responsibility, taking
only five hours’ break per day. “As
a Wuhan resident and construction
staff, [ have an obligation to contrib-
ute all I can,” he said. “We have to
get things done ahead of schedule.”

On 25th January, the first
day of Lunar New Year, People’s
Daily — newspaper of the govern-
ing Communist Party of China —
announced a second new facility
would also be built, adding another
1,300 beds. It is planned to open
within two weeks.

The two facilities will provide
treatment catered specifically to the
needs of those who’ve contracted
this new illness and act to contain
its spread. They are modelled on a
similar prefabricated hospital built
in Beijing in 2003 to deal with the
SARS crisis. That health centre was
completed in seven days; the first
Wuhan coronavirus hospital will
come online a day faster.

Besides the quarantine efforts
in Hubei province and the express
hospital construction, a number of
new measures are now being pur-
sued to contain the outbreak. The
Chinese Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention says it is working to
develop a vaccine to protect people
from contracting the illness.

The head of the National

Medical workers of the Communist Party branch organisation at the Union Hospital of the Tongi Medical College
participate in a ceremony to form an "assault team" to battle the virus. (Photo: Cheng Min — Xinhua)

Institute for Viral Disease Control
at the centre, Xu Wenbo, said on
Sunday that research was underway
to identify and isolate the seed strain
and determine the most effective
drugs to treat the pneumonia caused
by the virus.

Additionally, 450 medical staff
from the People’s Liberation Army
are now on the way to Wuhan to
provide relief to doctors and nurses
there. Among the military medics
being sent are many who gained
experience during the SARS and
Ebola outbreaks.

People Before Profit

The top leadership of the
Communist Party met in Beijing on
Saturday 25th January to strategise
on the next steps for combatting the
illness. The meeting decided that the
party’s Central Committee would
establish a special commission
devoted to controlling the outbreak.

Party General Secretary Xi
Jinping, who is also president of
China, chaired the meeting. “Life is
of paramount importance,” he said.
“When an epidemic breaks out, a
command is issued. It is our respon-
sibility to prevent and control it.” He
said that party members at all levels
and across the country must “stand
on the frontline” to safeguard public
health.

An editorial in People’s Daily
similarly encouraged a united

national effort to battle the corona-
virus’ spread. It said that everyone
has to participate and be willing to
sacrifice when necessary, but also
said government officials must do
everything they can to minimise the
impact of containment efforts on citi-
zens’ daily lives.

The paper called the crisis “a test
for China’s governance system and
capability,” saying it was especially
urgent to guarantee the storage and
supply of drugs and medical sup-
plies. “China, as the world’s factory,
does not lack a production force, and
filling the current supply gaps is not
a difficult matter. We call on the rel-
evant parties to put the pedal to the
floor to guarantee production, and
urge every city in the country to offer
mutual assistance to get through the
challenge.”

On Wall Street, meanwhile,
profit rather than public health was
the focus. In New York, the stocks
of airlines, travel companies, casi-
nos, and tourism-oriented compa-
nies were down in Friday trading
as investors worried about how the
China travel freeze could impact
margins.

This downward pressure was
balanced, however, by eager finan-
cial advisers telling their clients to
buy shares in companies that man-
ufacture masks and medical sup-
plies and biotech firms that make
vaccines — especially as the United

States reported its first case of the
coronavirus.

Market analyst Elizabeth
Balboa Benzinga provided read-
ers of Yahoo! Finance with a list
of “13 Coronavirus-Related Stocks
to Watch.” Writing about Lakeland
Industries, which makes protective
biohazard gear for health work-
ers, Benzinga reminded investors
that the company “has historically
surged during outbreaks and proved
a favoured supplier amid the Ebola
outbreak.”

Profiteering from the crisis was
banned in China, though, as the
country’s market regulators threat-
ened “speedy and severe punish-
ment” for any businesses caught
price-gouging or hoarding medical
supplies. A hotline has been set up
for the public to report violators.

The contrasting responses of
government and Communist Party
officials in China and that of Wall
Street investors puts the distinction
between the socialist and capitalist
systems in sharp relief and prompts
the question: Which comes first —
people or profits?

Note: The numbers of infected
and killed listed at the beginning
of the article were updated shortly
after publication to reflect new
information provided by Chinese
authorities and the US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention.

People’s World &
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Nebojsa Malic

The Polish-Russian war of words over
World War II has taken an ugly turn, with
the Polish president refusing to attend a
Holocaust memorial in Israel and his PM
accusing the Soviet Union of delaying the
liberation of Auschwitz.

President Andrzej Duda has refused the
invitation to the World Holocaust Forum at Yad
Vashem on Thursday, in protest over Russian
President Vladimir Putin being invited to speak
at the event while he was not. Instead, Duda
will preside over the memorial ceremony in
Auschwitz on Monday — to which his govern-
ment deliberately did not invite Putin.

International Holocaust Memorial Day is
marked on January 27 because on that date in
1945 the Red Army troops liberated the noto-
rious Nazi death camp at what is now called
Oswiecim. Yet the current Polish government
has refused to give the Soviet Union any credit
for liberating Auschwitz — or Poland, for that
matter — insisting instead that their country was
a purely innocent victim of Nazis and Soviets
in equal measure.

Duda’s Law and Justice (PiS) party even

International

IN ITS OBSESSION WITH RUSSIA,
POLISH GOVERNMENT NOW RUSHES
HEADLONG INTO DISGUSTING
HOLOCAUST REVISIONISM

lobbied the EU to declare this as a historical
fact in a parliamentary resolution — to the fury
of Moscow, which considers this to be spit-
ting on the graves of almost 27 million Soviet
citizens who died in the war against Hitler’s
regime, and some 600,000 soldiers who per-
ished to liberate Poland in particular.

Warsaw has gone so far as to completely
ignore the 75th anniversary of its libera-
tion from the Nazis, describing it instead as
the beginning of “occupation” by the USSR.
However, the new low was surely the op-ed
published in Politico this week, in which Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki argued that the
Soviets deliberately halted their advance in the
summer of 1944, instead of pushing on to liber-
ate Warsaw or Auschwitz.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova described Morawiecki’s dia-
tribe as a “real suicide,” noting that “in those
four pages, the Polish PM killed his own
humanity.”

It has been this historian’s assessment
that modern Poland’s overwhelming hostility
towards Russia goes beyond grievances that
arose from centuries of shared — and often
contentious — history. With Poland’s other

historical neighbours and rivals — such as
Germany and Austria — now alongside Warsaw
in one big pretend-happy EU family, Russia
has become the Other on which Polish nation-
alists can project all their frustrations.

Cold War frustrations don’t fully explain
this, either. While Poland may be trying to
overcompensate for being a Soviet vassal then,
nearby Hungary had an even more turbulent
1945-1989 experience yet Budapest doesn’t
seem given to fits of Russophobia.

Viktor Orban is no less nationalist or con-
servative than Morawiecki — but he is also prag-
matic, leveraging relations with Moscow to
keep the EU out of Hungary’s business. Poland
is having the same troubles with Brussels bus-
ybodies, but it chose to eagerly hitch itself to
Washington’s Russo-phobic bandwagon instead.

This approach by the PiS seems to paral-
lel the attempts of interwar Poland to seek out
allies in London and Paris in the late 1930s,
as their relations with both Germany and the
USSR got worse. The Second Polish Republic
was regarded in the West as a revisionist
power, disliked and distrusted, eager to turn on
neighbours like Czechoslovakia — as it did in
Munich in 1938 — and the first to make a pact

Guardian

with Hitler, in 1934. Duda shrieked in protest
when Putin described Poland’s ambassador to
Berlin in the 1930s as an anti-Semite, but his-
torical records show the Russian president was
right.

Resemblances don’t stop there. The
junta established by Marshal Jozef Pilsudski
had dreams of an “intermarium” mega-state
between the Baltic and the Black Sea, led
by Poland and serving as a buffer between
Western Europe and the USSR, which they
sought to break up. The idea has been resur-
rected in modern times as the “Three Seas
Initiative,” this time with NATO support.

These policies were a failure then, and
there is no reason to believe they will do any
better now. Yet Duda and Morawiecki are so
committed to replaying this particular period
in Polish history, they are accusing the USSR
of being an accomplice to the Holocaust. This
is simply vile.

It is also petty, foolish and ultimately self-
defeating, as it dishonours the memory of not
just the Soviet soldiers who gave their lives to
defeat Hitler, but the many Poles who fought
and died alongside them.

RT - Russia Today &

NAZI CHILDREN’S BOOKS BRANDING JEWS
“DEVIL IN HUMAN FORM” ON SALE ON AMAZON

Online retailer Amazon is under fire for sell-
ing anti-Semitic children’s books dating back to
Nazi Germany in a range of languages including
English, German, French, and Spanish.

The propaganda books describe Jews as abusive
child molesters who seek world domination, and
calls for them to be destroyed. The retail giant has
them on sale for as little as $10.

The hate-filled texts, Der Gifipilz (The Poisonous
Mushroom) and Der Pudelmopsdackelpinscher
(The Mongrel), were released during the height of
the Third Reich by propaganda publisher Julius
Streicher, a personal friend of Adolf Hitler.

The Poisonous Mushroom was used as evidence
during the Nuremberg trials where Streicher was
found guilty of crimes against humanity.

“This book brands the Jew as a persecutor of the
labour class, as a race defiler, devil in human form,
a poisonous mushroom, and a murderer,” the trial
report read.

This particular book instructed school children to
recognise the Jew by caricature of his physical fea-
tures, shown on Pages 6 and 7; taught them that the
Jew abuses little boys and girls, on Page 30; and that
the Jewish Bible permits all crimes, Pages 13-17.

The Amazon description for The Mongrel labels
it an “open call to totally destroy Jewry.” It con-
tains numerous stories about dangerous or harmful
creatures such as hyenas, blood-suckers, snakes and
tape-worms and compares them to Jewry.

The books being freely available on Amazon

features in an upcoming More4 documentary called
Auschwitz Untold. “For Amazon to be selling Nazi
kid’s books is unbelievable but for them to print
them in Britain is just appalling. These are not books
for collectors but for our children,” Executive pro-
ducer Sheldon Lazarus said to the Daily Mail.

“If Amazon can predict what you want to buy
then they should be able to stop this filth. I cannot
understand why the world’s richest man Jeff Bezos
cannot monitor what is being sold on his company’s
website.

However, several people who purchased The
Poisonous Mushroom said it was a valuable docu-
ment for fighting propaganda. “I recommend this
book to anyone interested in learning how to combat
anti-semitism and educate the world on what Nazism
really was and why they lost everything,” one com-
mentator wrote.

“If you want to understand the Nazi mindset
towards Jews, this is a good starting point. Just as
other cultures have done and still do, start by indoc-
trinating the children,” another added.

But others were critical of Amazon for profiting
from the book: “This is an ugly example of a com-
pany making money off of racism and of a corpo-
ration sponsoring and disseminating Antisemitism.
This is despicable. Amazon should know better and
must stop spreading hate.”

RT.com has contacted Amazon for comment, but
has yet to receive a response.

RT - Russia Today &
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