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The catastrophic nature of the bushfires in
all likelihood could have been prevented
or been less severe if governments had
listened to scientists and acted on their
advice. Instead, funding was cut to the very
organisations that are critical to our under-
standing of bush fires and climate change,
and the preventative action that could and
should have been taken.

Successive Australian governments —
Coalition and Labor — are guilty of taking
little more than token steps. As far back as
the 1980s, CSIRO research forecast the cata-
strophic fires that would occur due to climate
change.

Even the unprecedented nature of the bush
fires that Australia is experiencing have not
resulted in the federal Coalition government
stepping up to its responsibilities to protect the
Australian people and our flora and fauna.

US President Trump took a side-swipe at
climate change activists at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, saying that the world “must
reject the perennial prophets of doom and their
predictions of the apocalypse.”

Australia’s Finance Minister Matthias
Cormann addressed the forum and sang the
praises of Trump’s speech and emphasised
that the Coalition would not compromise
“the strength of the economy” to manage
rising environmental concerns as interna-
tional authorities urge governments to do more
to tackle climate change. By “strength of the
economy” he means reliance on, and expansion
of, the fossil fuel sector.

Failure to Heed Warnings

In the 1980s Dr Tom Beer, a meteorolo-
gist at the CSIRO, investigated what impact
climate change might have on bush fires. He
drew together the research of several scientists
specialising in such fields as agriculture, ecol-
ogy, hydrology, irrigation, farming, power gen-
eration, and the insurance industry.

The study, Australian bush fire danger
under changing climatic regimes, was pub-
lished in 1988. Beer and his boss at the time,
Graeme Pearman, today question why the

The Role of the Party
Newspaper

science did not lead to action. Pearman had
presented their findings to countless politicians
and organisations. These include Bob Hawke,
Paul Keating, and John Howard when they
were in office.

“I would blame most of that on the lob-
bying,” Pearman told Guardian Australia.
“That lobbying has been extremely powerful
in a country driven by the resource sector that
includes uranium, coal and gas.”

“Those investing in the fossil fuel industry
worked diligently to try to stop action on the
reduction of emissions,” Pearman said. “As a
scientist you think many years ahead and out
to the turn of the century and beyond. But in a
business with investment in a coal mine, their
interest is in what happens in the next five
years. Those industries have been very effec-
tive [in lobbying].”

Australian Governments since then have
wilfully refused to take the urgent and neces-
sary measures to arrest climate change that are
required.

Research funding cuts

The Abbott, Turnbull, and Morrison gov-
ernments, in particular, have cut funding to key
research institutions and fire fighting services.
Research is integral to all aspects of tackling
climate change and its consequences.

In 2016, Australia’s leading government
research agency CSIRO announced it would
sack 120 climate scientists. CSIRO’s work in
this area is core to global research in climate
modelling and monitoring and for future cli-
mate projections, including that of the United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change which produces the world’s most
authoritative statements on the nature of cli-
mate change, its impacts, and how to adapt to
mitigate it.

Scientists in Australia and around the
world were shocked and horrified. The pro-
tests flooded in. Hundreds of scientists signed
a petition. The New York Times ran a front-page
story.

Eventually CSIRO and the government
were forced to back down: but not before they
had lost some top scientists to overseas jobs.
The attempted cuts were political. It came out
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in a Senate Committee inquiry into the cuts
that Andreas Schiller, the deputy director of
the oceans and atmosphere business unit at
CSIRO, had written to the director of the unit
explaining why they should aim to cut 120
staff.

He stated that it would “allow a clean cut
in terms of eliminating all capability associate
with ‘public good/government-funded climate
research.’” He also pointed out that if fewer
cuts were made, they would inevitably face
the “problem” of keeping some of the climate
scientists!

This rejection of science for the public
good is the result of profit-making business
outcomes that are extremely short-sighted and
regressive. It reflects the Coalition govern-
ment’s approach.

Pearman was also critical of the CSIRO,
his former employer, for becoming too
focussed on work to drive “economic benefit.”
In the long term if the science is ignored then
there will not be any economy to speak of.

Andy Pitman, the director of the ARC
Centre of Excellence for Climate System
Science at the University of NSW, described
the scale of the cuts as “jaw-droppingly
shocking”.

“It’s a catastrophic reduction in our
capacity to assess present and future climate
change,” Professor Pitman said. “It will leave
us vulnerable to future climate change and
unable to take advantage of any positives that
result.”

In 2017, the Coalition government decided
to discontinue funding for the National Climate
Change Adaptation Research Facility at
Griffith University, an initiative of the Howard
government. Its director Jean Palutikof pointed
out the negative impact it would have on their
research and the capacity to take action on cli-
mate change.

The cuts have already taken their toll with
the facility’s work on bush fires, but also on
droughts, floods and other natural disasters.

Diversion

PM Scott Morrison, having been forced to
concede that the size and intensity of the bush
fires is connected to something called climate
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change, is trying to shift the focus away from
addressing climate change head-on to one of
“adaptation and resilience.” Prevention is not
on his agenda.

In doing so, he is attempting to side-step
the urgent need to phase out the use of fossil
fuels, a major driver of climate change. As the
impacts of climate change are increasingly
being felt, divisions within the Coalition are
once again emerging.

Australia has a Prime Minister who wor-
ships coal and opts for miracles instead of sci-
ence and planning. We have a deputy PM who
says that people who link catastrophic bush
fires to climate change are “inner city raving
lunatics” and that the start of the fire season in
September was “a tad early.”

It is the head-in-the-sand, short-sighted
attitude of capitalism that has resulted in the
present crisis and climate change with the
bush fires, but the dry river systems, the dead
fish, dust storms, rising oceans, and extreme
weather events a taste of things to come.

Act now!

The government must accept its responsi-
bility to plan and take action on prevention,
mitigation, and adaptation. This would include
such measures as:

* plans to deal with disastrous events

* management of river systems

* purchase of necessary equipment to fight
mega fires

* development of a full-time, paid workforce
of highly trained firefighters

 drawing on Indigenous knowledge and
skills of management and development of
country, including the use of fire

* action based on the science of climate
change

* ceasing to subsidise fossil fuel industries

* planning for a just transition to renewable
sources of energy

* boost to funding to climate and related
research agencies.

* just transition to renewable energy

There are a host of other measures such as
for transport, urban planning, housing that all
centre on taking preventative action towards
carbon neutrality. @&
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SCOMO GRANTS
FAVOUR

Greetings Comrades!

When will the LNP funds mismanagement of funds end? It
is getting to the point where I am starting to feel numb to these
stories; ordering outdated submarines, Fire and Rescue budget
cuts, purchasing overland flow water for $80 million (of which
we haven’t seen a millilitre of water), and now this: the sports
grant scandal. So what’s the deal? The Coalition was in charge of
a $100 million grant program. The Australian Sports Commission
issued “guidelines saying eligible applications would be assessed
competitively against the three weighted merit criteria.” However,
grants were not issued on these guidelines.

Instead, what happened was that the funds were given to
marginal or favoured electorates for the May 2019 election. Need
proof? Lilli Pilli Football Club, located in Scott Morrison’s elec-
torate of Cook, received $200,000 to complete their infrastructure
project. What’s more revealing (and confirms that the program
was rigged) is that the club posted on FaceBook that they were
receiving the funds to complete the program while the program
was assessing applicants. And what’s even more revealing still is
that Lilli Pilli club president Greg Storey is a friend of Morrison
who, in 2018, was picked by Morrison (then treasurer) for a
governmental board role! The Mosman Rowing Club, located
in Former PM Tony Abbott’s electorate of Warringah, received
$500,000. These are but a few outrageous examples.

However, you don’t need my commentary. Here’s what the
Australian National Audit Office (ANAO) found when review-
ing the program: “The successful applications were not those
that had been assessed as the most meritorious in terms of the
published program guidelines.” Furthermore, their report found
that “the award of funding reflected the approach documented by
the Minister’s Office of focusing on ‘marginal’ electorates held by
the Coalition as well as those electorates held by other parties or
independent members that were to be ‘targeted’ by the Coalition
at the 2019 Election.” Had the Coalition followed the guidelines
set out by the Australian Sports Commission only 417 (sixty-one
percent) of the 684 grants should have received funding. Instead,
the audit report found that “Across the three rounds, and even
within the first round, there were applicants that received more
than one grant.”

But why do I highlight all this? I highlight all this because
there is a narrative that the government (particularly Scott
Morrison) is grossly incompetent. This narrative definitely ex-
ists within the climate change discourse in Australia with his
management of the bushfire crisis. Morrison may be incompetent
(his management of Tourism Australia is a testament to that),
but it is not the reason his government, like all bourgeois govern-
ments, make what seem to be bad decisions. His class interests
will decide his government’s actions and policies. Only when he
is under pressure, attempting to survive politically, does he make
decisions that help others — but this is only a facade.

The reason I mention this narrative is that this scandal shows,
quite clearly, the lengths bourgeois governments will go to help
their class. That it isn’t incompetence on the government’s behalf
but rather deliberate decision-making to help their own. Bourgeois
governments will always make the rich richer. Therefore, while
we may think the government is incompetent, or short-sighted,
when it comes to issues like climate change (and it is true that
several members of the Coalition are genuinely deniers), the real-
ity is that the government won’t fund climate research because
it results in publicity for its donors and that cuts from funding
research can go back into tax cuts.

I highlight all this because I believe us communists must resist
the urge to go for the easy analysis that “#ScottyFromMarketing
is in over his head” because it ignores class analysis in favour of
ad hominem attacks. All of Scott Morrison’s policy decisions are
deliberate and they hurt the working class. By excusing Morrison’s
actions as incompetence is to give the bourgeoisie a scapegoat.
Let’s make sure that our campaigns centre on deliberate capital-
ist motives of this government. By doing so we can awaken the
working class from their false consciousness.

Franc Stregone

PRESS FUND

The Finance Minister’s sycophantic praise for US President
Donald Trump’s appalling speech at the World Economic Forum
confirmed Australia’s reputation as an international pariah on
climate change and the environment. This government will never
stand up to the big mining corporations. It does not reflect the
wishes of the overwhelming majority of the people. The Guardian
is determined to fight its policies, to see it thrown it out of office
and replaced by a left and progressive government of a new type
that governs in the interests of the people and planet. You can help
us to do this by making a contribution to the Press Fund.

This week’s contributions: M Mannion $20, Digireb $25,
Eddy Seymour $25.

This week’s total: $70 Cumulative total: $420
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DP WORLD AGGRESSIVELY
ESCALATES WATERFRONT
DISPUTE IN AN ATTACK
ON WORKERS’ RIGHTS

Wharfies employed at DP World
in Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane,
and Fremantle have had approved
leave cancelled by the huge global
stevedoring operator, with the
maritime union describing the
move as an unlawful and aggres-
sive attack on workers’ rights.

Dubai-based DP World
Australia, which is the largest ste-
vedore in Australia employing
more than 1,800 waterfront work-
ers, notified workers that previously
approved leave had been cancelled
immediately, leaving workers
unable to fulfil family obligations.
The company also banned workers
from meeting with union represent-
atives on company property, kick-
ing union officials out of car-parks
where they were waiting to meet
members during work breaks.

The Maritime Union of Australia
said workers were outraged by the
unlawful attacks, saying the aggres-
sive escalation was aimed at bullying

workers into accepting manage-
ment’s demands in a new workplace
agreement.

“To strip wharfies of their
approved leave at this time of year,
when many had arranged approved
leave to care for their kids or take
family holidays, is an extraordinary
attack on their own workforce by
DP World,” MUA Assistant National
Secretary Warren Smith said.
“The timing, in the middle of the
summer school holidays, has clearly
been chosen to cause maximum
hardship for workers. All the com-
pany is doing though is solidifying
the unity and resolve of wharfies
nationally to stand up and fight back
until they win their just demands off
this global giant.”

Smith said during this period of
negotiation DP World had sought
to intimidate workers using work-
ers’ family and social benefits such
as Income Protection, we’ve seen
dockings, actual sackings, threats

of mass sackings, leave cancelled,
attacks on democratic rights, and
cancellation of Christmas bonuses.
“This ‘take it or leave it stuff might
work for DP World elsewhere in
their global operations, but wharfies
will fight hard to defend against the
threats and intimidation of this mul-
tinational stevedore,” he said.

“Rather than backing down,
workers will be responding to this
latest attack with a fresh round of
industrial action, including strikes,
rolling stoppages during each shift,
and the imposition of a range of
work bans.

“MUA members are standing
firm in their desire to finalise a new
workplace agreement, but it must be
one that addresses the deeply impor-
tant job security issue, as well as
locking in vital workplace condi-
tions but that can’t occur while DP
World management remains intent
on launching aggressive attacks on
Australian wharfies.” &
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Air pollution levels for short term
exposure to particulate, even
below air quality guidelines are
causing increased risks to health
and costs. The science is long in
as to what is happening, why it
is happening, and how to resolve
it. And given this knowledge, why
do the highest officers in our land,
charged by us to act in our inter-
est, continue to act in defiance of
that knowledge, knowingly com-
plicit in destroying lives, homes,
and livelihoods?

Bushfire smoke

Bushfire smoke has polluted the
air in our cities. Sydney’s air pollu-
tion in December has been reported
to be up to eleven times the accepted
level for particulate PM2.5 (2.5
microns or less in size) which can
penetrate the walls of the lungs into
the bloodstream and circulate all
around the body including the heart
and brain.

Adelaide was also blanketed
with levels up to six times the
accepted level of the International
Standard and Australian Standard is
presently 25 pug/m* (25 micrograms
per cubic metre over a period of 24
hours). (1 million micrograms = 1
gram).

Standards

The approach adopted for set-
ting exposure standards is to balance
health risks, technological feasibility,
economic considerations, and vari-
ous other political and social factors.

In 2005, The World Health
Organisation (WHO) air quality
guidelines for particulate matter
(e.g. dust, soot) stated: “All popula-
tion is affected, but susceptibility to
the pollution may vary with health or
age. The risk for various outcomes
has shown to increase with exposure
and there is little evidence to suggest
a threshold below which no adverse
health effects would be anticipated.”

In fact, the 2005 air quality

Australia

AIR POLLUTION:
COSTS TO HEALTH NOT ACTED ON

guidelines report that even at the low
end of the range of concentrations,
at which adverse health effects have
been demonstrated, is not greatly
above background concentrations,
which for particles smaller than 2.5
micrometres (PM2.5) have been
estimated to be 3-5 pg/m? in both the
United States and Western Europe.
The epidemiological evidence shows
the adverse effects of particulate
matter (PM) following both short-
term and long-term exposures.

Humans at high risk

The Australian Standard for
exposures was last updated on
February 4, 2016, to performance
standard replacing advisory report-
ing level, included was an “excep-
tional event rule.” An exceptional
event is a fire or dust occurrence
that adversely affects air quality. A
new goal was added of reducing the
25 to 20pg/m® by 2025. Australian
authorities know the present stand-
ard and the new goal level is unsafe,
this is accepted by the World Health
Organisation which is currently
reviewing the International Standard
because the present level adopted in
2005 has been scientifically proven
unsafe for humans.

Recent study

Published on November 27,
2019 in the British Medical Journal,
by Yaguang Wei, et al. results
showed new causes and previously
identified causes of hospital admis-
sion associated with short-term
exposure to PM2.5 were found.
These associations remained even at
a daily PM2.5 concentration below
the World Health Organisation’s
24-hour guidelines.

Positive associations between
short-term exposure to PM 2.5 and
the risk of hospital admission were
found for several prevalent but rarely
studied diseases, such as:

(a) Septicaemia (happens when
a bacterial infection reaches the
blood, it is a life-threatening emer-
gency. People most susceptible are
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the very young, older people, those
with a weakened immune system. It
can be fatal).

(b) Fluid and electrolyte disorders
(electrolyte balance is important in
your body’s blood, urine, tissues, and
any other body fluids. They balance
the amount of water in the body, bal-
ance your body’s acid/base pH level,
move nutrients into your cells, move
wastes out of your cells, and make
sure your nerves, muscles, heart, and
brain work the way they should).

They also found acute and
unspecified renal failure. Positive
associations were also found
between risk of hospital admission
and cardiovascular and respiratory
diseases, Parkinson’s disease, dia-
betes, phlebitis, thrombophlebitis,
and thromboembolism, (Phlebitis
inflammation of a vein on the skin
surface. Thrombophlebitis is due to
one or more blood clots in a vein that
causes inflammation which usually
occurs in leg veins, but may occur
in an arm. The thrombus in the vein
causes pain and may block blood
flow in the vein).

Confirming previously published
results these associations remain
consistent when restricted to days
with a daily PM2.5 concentration
below the World Health Organisation
air quality guidelines for the 24-hour
average exposure to PM2.5.

Bushfire-fighters at
extreme health risk

Volunteer bushfire fighters are
often seen at fire fronts and at burn-
offs without any breathing protec-
tion from the toxic smoke. Federal
and state governments have failed to
protect these volunteers from fore-
seeable and preventable exposures
to toxic smoke. Volunteers give up
their free time in training and putting
their lives at risk during a bushfire.
Governments are guilty of gross
negligence, resulting in many vol-
unteers in later life experiencing ill-
health and possibly shortened life
expectancy.

Normal respirators are of little
use in bushfire fighting because
most bushfire fighting volunteers are
often on the scene for many hours
day and night. As a result, a day’s
growth of facial hair around the face
and mouth will break any respira-
tor seal resulting in toxic air enter-
ing the mask to be breathed. Bushfire
fighters are often seen having a well-
deserved pause with blackened faces,
exhausted and having a bite and
drink, with little thought of having
a shave.

Fire helmets with a high impact
visor can be adapted to provide the
use of a belt-mounted air delivery
system, designed to deliver inte-
grated eye, face, and respiratory
protection from filtered powered
purifying system attached to the belt.
This system will give improved pro-
tection against mechanical or ther-
mal generated particulates. Volunteer
firefighters’ lives matter not only
in the short term but as they age,
a reduction in their life’s quality
matters.

These two organisations play
an important role in monitor-
ing, analysing, and communicat-
ing observed and future changes
in Australia’s climate. Their report
State of the Climate 2018 makes the
key points:

Australia

Australia’s climate has warmed
by just over 1°C since 1910, lead-
ing to an increase in the frequency of
extreme heat events;

Oceans around Australia have
warmed by around 1°C since 1910
contributing to longer and more fre-
quent marine heatwaves;

Sea levels are rising around
Australia, increasing the risk of
inundation;

The oceans around Australia are
acidifying (the pH is decreasing);

April to October rainfall has
decreased in the southwest of
Australia. Across the same region
May-July rainfall has seen the larg-
est decrease, by around twenty per
cent since 1970;

There has been a decline of
around eleven per cent in April-
October rainfall in the southeast of
Australia since the late 1990s;

Rainfall has increased across
parts of northern Australia since the
1970s;

Streamflow has decreased across
southern Australia. Streamflow
has increased in northern Australia
where rainfall has increased;

There has been a long-term
increase in extreme fire weather,
and in the length of the fire season,
across large parts of Australia.

Australia is projected to
experience:

Further increases in sea and air
temperatures, with more hot days
and marine heatwaves, and fewer
cool extremes;

Further sea-level rise and ocean
acidification;

A decrease in rainfall across
southern Australia with more time
in drought, but an increase in intense
heavy rainfall throughout Australia.

China’s war
on pollution

In early 2013, the Chinese gov-
ernment declared war on air pollu-
tion and began instituting stringent
policies to regulate the emissions of
fine particulate matter, PM2.5 cities
restricted the number of cars on the
road, and coal-fired power plants
reduced emissions or were shut and
replaced with natural gas.

Over the course of five years,
PM2.5 concentrations in eastern
China have fallen nearly forty per
cent. The number of air quality mon-
itoring stations across the country
has grown to over 1,000 collecting
unprecedented amounts of envi-
ronmental data. Some very surpris-
ing information has been uncovered
— while PM2.5 pollution is falling,
harmful ground-level ozone pollu-
tion is on the rise, especially in large
cities. Chemistry is a formidable foe.

Ozone is formed through a
series of chemical reactions, start-
ing with the oxidation of volatile
organic matter (VOCs) This reac-
tion forms chemical radicals, which
drive reactions among oxides of
nitrogen (NOx) and VOCs to pro-
duce ozone in the presence of sun-
light. Both NOx and VOCs are
emitted from fossil fuel combustion,
and VOCs can also be emitted from
industrial sources. Particulate matter
acts like a sponge for the radicals
needed to generate ozone pollution,
sucking them up and preventing
them from producing ozone.

The rapid reduction of PM2.5
dramatically altered the chemis-
try of the atmosphere, leaving more
radicals available to produce ozone.
This hasn’t happened anywhere else
because no other country has moved
this quickly to reduce particulate
emissions. It took China four years to
do what took thirty years in the US.

Results from the study sug-
gest that extra efforts are needed to
reduce NOx and VOC emissions
in order to stem the tide of ozone
pollution.

We can learn much from China
on reducing vehicle emissions, they
are rolling out battery operated track-
less trams, carrying over 300 passen-
gers which reduces dependence on
motor vehicles. All Australian public
transport must be converted to elec-
tric-operated as quickly as possi-
ble to reduce NOx (nitrous oxides),
VOC:s (volatile organic compounds),
and carcinogenic particulates PM2.5.
Delays by state governments will
increase the rate of ill-health and pre-
mature deaths. &
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The unprecedented and catastrophic fires
across Eastern Australia must be seen as
the result of the failure of successive fed-
eral and state governments to prioritise the
prevention and management of predictable
bushfire events. Climate change has con-
tributed to a worsening risk but has not
created the risk of the ongoing disaster in
Australia. The added and serious issue of
climate change should not be allowed to
distract us from the failed choices of capi-
talist governments to prioritise the needs of
the people and the environment.

The ongoing catastrophic loss of human
life and animal life, the devastation of environ-
ments and loss of property and infrastructure,
its scale and prolonged length reflects a nega-
tive cost-benefit gamble by both LNP and ALP
governments across Australia. The cost of pre-
paring for and defending the people, commu-
nities, and environments has been judged to be
less than the cost caused by bushfires and can
be offset by our government’s reliance on vol-
unteers and ad hoc “bushfire funds” managed
by charities.

The lack of readiness in a country where
natural disasters, including large scale
fires, are well known is viewed as collateral
damage. Prevention and protection services are
underfunded, and as a result, the reliance on
volunteers and “charity” donations is the gov-
ernment’s accepted model to avoid responsi-
bility, to actively and adequately prepare and
defend Australians and Australia.

The extent of the fires and the prolonged
length of the bushfire season has led to a tragic
loss of lives, homes, and communities and
widespread hazardous levels of air quality.
There has been massive devastation of natu-
ral and built environments, including wildlife
and national forests. The impact on individ-
uals, families, communities will be lifelong.
We cannot completely foresee the impact on
our unique Australian fauna and flora, though
its harsh reality has devastated heritage for-
ests and now threatens species viability into
the future.

Yet the battle to fight the fires has been left
up to a select group of firefighters and volun-
teers for weeks and months on end. Amid this
national disaster, governments have resisted
calls to pay volunteer firefighters, further
revealing their anti-people priorities. Public
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accompanied by self-serving publicity for our
politicians facing a huge public outrage.

In defiance of reason and any sense of
social responsibility, the federal government
failed to call in the defence forces to help fight
the fires until recently. In sharp contradic-
tion to this slow response our defence forces
were quickly made available to the US in the
aggressive intimidation of Iran and the Iranian
people. The only conclusion Australians could
make is that our defence forces were too busy
helping the US overseas fight its economic and
political wars. The demand to “Fight the Fires,
Not Iran” encapsulated this stark reality.

The Federal government’s late response
to the massive public outcry at underfunding
of National Park and firefighting services is a
cynical attempt to minimise electoral backlash.
The people have been left to deal with raging
fires on their own with minimal assistance. The
capitalist ethic is in full view and once again
has been found wanting. It says — “look after

dancing to the drum of the mining companies
and monopolies whose interests they serve in
the face of irrefutable evidence that they are on
the wrong road.

In mid-January, the Fijian and Papua New
Guinea governments added their support for the
Australian people affected by the fires. They
announced the setting up of donation funds
so their people could contribute to the recov-
ery of Australians affected by the catastrophic
fires. A generous act of solidarity but why do
Australians need to accept the help of develop-
ing nations in times of national crisis? Our gov-
ernments continue to pour billions of tax dollars
to subsidise large monopolies who go on to pay
little or no tax but can’t meet their obligations to
the Australian people in their time of need.

The same governments give bipartisan
support to US foreign policy which drains
our Budgets and drags Australia into rolling
wars against the peoples of other nations. The
US has made Australia and its other “allies”

outcry is now leading to some limited action

yourself!” Meanwhile, our governments are

spend a minimum two per cent of their GDPs

on their defence budgets. This figure will likely
be increased in line with similar demands on
NATO countries to raise their military spend-
ing to between two and three per cent. No
Australian government has questioned this
enormous drag on our economy or opposed
its pro-imperialist political intent. Instead, this
insane level of “defence” spending has the
bipartisan support of LNP and ALP and the
allocation of these funds continue to be quar-
antined from annual Federal Budgets.

We cannot ignore the sharp contrast of
what could and would happen under social-
ism faced with a national crisis. Profit-driven
exploitation of fossil fuels would not be pos-
sible. Full employment would go hand in hand
with the planned transition to widespread
renewable energy sources. Preparation and
allocation of resources to minimise the impact
of natural disasters would use up to date sci-
ence and technology.

Socialism will always put the needs of the
people first. &

BUSHFIRE RAINS COULD BRING DEVASTATION
TO OUR ESTUARIES AND COASTS

Australian Marine Conservation Society

As rains have fallen in bushfire hit
areas in Victoria and New South
Wales, conservationists have warned
about the dire consequences for our
estuaries and coastal waters from run
off choked with sediment and ash.

Australian Marine Conservation
Society (AMCS) fisheries spokesperson
Adrian Meder said essential fisheries
and our beautiful coastal habitats could
be damaged by the rainfall, impacting
many species, including commercially
important seafood like prawns, snapper,
whiting and flathead.

“Of course we welcome this desper-
ately needed rain but there’s a flip side
with all the ash and sediment from the
fires that will wash downstream. The
recent run offs have already resulted
in fish kill events in our rivers, and this
choking water is now making its way
down to our clear, calm estuaries,” he
said.

“Coastal estuaries are already under

so much pressure. They’re critical habi-
tats for a range of species found nowhere
else, as well as many commercially
important fish species.

“It could take years for estuaries in
Australia to recover from such devastat-
ing impacts, and for Australians to enjoy
their clear, calm and abundant waters
again.”

Meder added that research had
found that bushfires could increase nutri-
ent input into streams 100-fold, so it was
vital that authorities monitor these issues
and quickly implement effective man-
agement plans.

Meder explained that the enormous
bushfires had destroyed much of the nat-
ural filtration between land and ocean
that forests provide.

“We can expect to see a massive and
rapid increase in organic matter washed
into our estuaries. This leads to deoxy-
genation, toxic algal blooms and ulti-
mately fish kill events,” he said.

“We may also see invasive species
capitalise on the altered nutrient balance
and predate or graze on native species.
The loss of this natural erosion bar-
rier for coastal catchments burnt in the
fires will mean sedimentation is likely
to directly smother seagrass beds, alter
estuarine water circulation resulting in
muddy water, starving underwater plants
of sunlight and impacting the food chain.

“Ultimately, we need the Australian
government to take preventative action
on global warming to try to prevent
another disastrous bushfire season
like we’re currently experiencing.
Australians recognise that the only way
to achieve this is to urgently lower emis-
sions by switching from dirty coal and
gas to clean renewable energy. Australia
should be leading the way as a global
renewable energy superpower, rather
than a global fossil fuel pariah.” &

The Bar-tailed Godwit is a non-breeding migrant in Australic.
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Franc Stregone

As new Editor-in-Chief of The Workers’
Weekly Guardian, 1 wish to outline my
understanding and vision of how the
party’s voice, its newspaper, should be
directed. I hope that this will provide trans-
parency between myself (along with the
Guardian collective) and party comrades
and other Guardian readers by informing
the party body of how we view the relation-
ship between the paper and its readers.

The Importance of the
Newspaper to the Party

There are many challenges that every com-
munist party faces. The main challenge, how-
ever, is dismantling capitalist hegemony — in
whatever form it takes. This task must be at the
centre of every working class party. It is imper-
ative to the growth of every party and crucial to
winning over the working class.

To accomplish this task a party paper
is necessary. The creation of a party paper
is so crucial that Lenin himself qualified it
as the “starting-point” and “the first step” in
“develop[ing], deepen[ing], and extend[ing]”
a political organisation. Without it, Lenin held
that the “systematic, all-round propaganda and
agitation” which he deemed “the chief and
permanent task™ of communists “cannot [be]
conduct[ed].” “Without [a party paper],” Lenin
said, “we cannot possibly fulfil our task — that
of concentrating all the elements of political
discontent and protest, of vitalising thereby the
revolutionary movement of the proletariat.”

On the importance of the party newspa-
per, the Communist Party of Australia’s (CPA)
program says that the paper is integral in
“establish[ing] its political leadership.” In the
view of the party, establishing political leader-
ship is achieved by “arguing our position while
respecting the views of others and, at each
stage, helping to unify the politically progres-
sive and socialist forces” and it is in this proc-
ess that the paper “plays a central role.”

The Aim and Nature
of the Party Paper

The party paper must aim to crystallise
and articulate the sentiment of the working-
class and direct that energy towards tasks and
actions by clarifying what must be done to win
the class struggle. To accomplish this task the
nature of this paper must be two-fold; it must
be worker-orientated and a vehicle to discuss
the ideas of the party. If workers are to be
drawn to the party, they must see their strug-
gles reflected in its paper since they do not see
it in the bourgeoise press.

Marxist-Leninist analysis of their oppres-
sion will develop the political and class con-
sciousness of the working class; it will give
them the tools by which they can understand
and interpret their struggle against the capitalist
class. On this aspect, the CPA program states
that the party paper must “inform the workers
of issues, free of control by vested interests.
[...] Our newspaper links the Party and indi-
vidual members with the more class conscious
and politically aware members of the working
class and working people generally.”

The paper, as the voice of the party, must
also reflect its ideas. In other words, and per
the CPA program, the paper’s aim is “to edu-
cate” and organise. However, in the digital age,
there are many other forums where comments
are spoken too quickly and shared too publicly.
They contain little substance and many errors.
Damage can be done before offending material
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THE ROLE OF
THE PARTY NEWSPAPER

can be removed. This volatile nature of social
media leaves widespread party discussions vul-
nerable to losing their focus and effectiveness.
Discussions on party practice and its political
line require a centralised forum whereby party
members from across the country can express
and read political ideas. The party paper must
serve as this forum. In the sheets of the party’s
paper, the views of comrades can be moderated
and, in the form of articles, will be considered.
Furthermore, unlike social media, where com-
ments can be made without scrutiny, the party
paper operates on the principle of democratic
centralism. Thus, while the party paper must
encourage new ideas and perspectives to be
shared, they cannot veer from the party pro-
gram and the principles of Marxism-Leninism
when shared publicly and the party paper will
ensure this.

The Duties and
Responsibilities of
Party Members

The party’s program “seeks to have all its
members distribute The Guardian” and from
the above, we can understand why given the
significance of the paper to the party. However,
the CPA’s extension of that thought to the duty
of its members is not without its reasons.

The 24th Session of the Third Congress of
the Communist International adopted a docu-
ment entitled Guidelines on the Organizational
Structure of Communist Parties, on the
Methods and Content of their Work and,
under Section VI, we can see directives issued
between party members and their party’s paper.
In this document, the Comintern acknowledges
that the “communist newspaper can be main-
tained only by heavy, ongoing material and
financial sacrifices” and that the means for its
improvement “will constantly have to be sup-
plied from the ranks of party members until,
in legal mass parties, it ultimately attains such
wide circulation and organisational solidity

that it itself begins to serve as a material sup-
port for the communist movement.”

This means that we must sell and distrib-
ute the paper, if we do not, we lose our “cen-
tral organ” for propaganda. Regarding sales,
the Comintern states that “use must be made
of every situation in which there is increased
motion among the workers and where political
or social life is further inflamed by any sort of
political and economic events.”

The Comintern also believed it was the
duty of comrades to contribute to their party
paper: “it is not enough for a communist to be
an active salesman and agitator for the paper;
he must be an equally useful contributor to it.”
Therefore, comrades are encouraged to share
reports of all actions, such as strikes, work-
place disputes, rallies, and other organisational
activities. This way, the paper can be reflec-
tive of the life of its members and the work-
ing class.

The Duties and
Responsibilities of
the Editorial Staff

Responsibilities, of course, don’t just fall
on the ranks of party members. For instance,
the Comintern felt that the editorial staff should
receive its stories on working class struggles
“with great warmth and affection” and that
such material should be used to make “teach-
ings of communism comprehensible by means
of these practical examples from the work-
ers’ daily existence” which they felt was “the
quickest way to make the great ideas of com-
munism immediate and vivid to the broad
working masses.”

The Comintern also stated that the edito-
rial staff should “hold office hours at a con-
venient time of day for any worker who visits
our newspaper, to listen to his requests and his
complaints about life’s troubles, diligently note
them down and use them to enliven the paper.”

These comments are of particular
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significance if our party paper is to be rele-
vant. As Editor-in-Chief it is my responsibil-
ity to reach out to comrades and the working
class, find out what is going on in their cities
across the country and find the issues that
matter to the working class. It is my respon-
sibility to encourage comrades to write about,
or report, the social and political issues affect-
ing the working-class. My office needs to be
open to hear your concerns and achievements
so it can be reflective of the struggles of the
working-class.

However, 1 do not believe my duties end
there. It is the twenty-first century and our
party press should reflect the technological
advances of the current century. Despite the
criticisms raised earlier of social media, com-
munist parties must adapt and use these plat-
forms to deliver their message to the people.
Furthermore, innovations in technology have
no longer made the creation of video content
cost prohibitive. This provides an additional
dimension for party messaging and has been an
extremely effective method for the widespread
dissemination of information.

The extent to which other mediums are
used for party press will require proper analy-
sis of the material conditions of this nation. A
failure to do this will result in weak and inef-
fective messaging.

The People’s Paper

Together, united, we the party can awaken
the political consciousness of the working-
class. To quote from the Comintern one last
time: “A communist develops the closest ties
with his paper if he must work and make sac-
rifices for it. It is his daily weapon which
must constantly be tempered and sharpened
anew in order to be usable.” The paper is our
weapon, we must yield it to defend and fight
for the working-class. Without a voice, we are
lost. &

The paper, as the voice of the party, must also
reflect its ideas. In other words, and per the CPA
program, the paper’s aim is “to educate.”
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CPA CALL ON ABORIGINES’
WELFARE (1957)

Statement by Political Committee, CPA

The Communist Party joins with all progressive-minded
Australians in demanding immediate remedial action to
advance the welfare of Australian Aborigines.

Publicity given by the Tribune to the Parliamentary
Committee’s report on shocking conditions of Aborigines
in central Western Australia broke through the conspiracy of
silence maintained by the authorities and capitalist press for
over a month and unleashed a storm of public indignation.

The storm should not be allowed to subside until
Commonwealth and State Governments jointly are compelled
to take complete and adequate measures to improve conditions
for all Aborigines.

In this campaign, the organised labour movement should
play the leading part. Communists, in particular, should be to
the forefront in defence of aboriginal rights, as called for in
the Party’s Program.

First step should be immediate and full implementation
of the WA Parliamentary Select Committee’s proposals for
remedying the position in the Warburton Ranges area. The
Commonwealth Government must be pressed to make avail-
able the necessary finances.

However, matters cannot be allowed to rest there.
Implementation of necessary reforms in Western Australia
must be the starting point for comprehensive action to rectify
the whole position with regard to our country’s Aboriginal
people. Such action should be directed towards:

* Abolition of all restrictions on and all forms of

discrimination against Aborigines.

Extension of general laws protecting labour and wages to

Aborigines working in the pastoral and other industries.

Guaranteed inviolability of tribal territories.

Assistance in development of food and water resources in

tribal territories.

* Adequate dental, medical and educational facilities,
including facilities for technical education.

The overall goal should be to establish equality for the
Aborigines, including their right to fully participate in decid-
ing their own affairs and future. The Political Committee
calls on all Communist Party organisations and members to

increase their activity around this program.
*This article originally appeared in Tribune

January 30, 1957 &
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BUCK-PASSING WITH LIVES OF ABORIGINES (1960)

SYDNEY: A buck-passing state-
ment from Mr A G Kingsmill,
chairman of the Aborigines’
Welfare Board, issued last week,
was speedy confirmation of
Tribune’s warning that official-
dom would not easily depart
from the policies which led to the
death of four Armidale children
recently.

His criticism of local councils
for failing to give more assistance to
Aborigines is probably justified.

Mr Kingsmill maintained that
the State Government, and particu-
larly the Chief Secretary (Mr Kelly),
were giving the Board “full support.”

But the main emphasis in his
statement was on the shortcomings
of the Aborigines themselves.

The Board would be “encour-
aged,” he said, if it could see greater
efforts by the Aborigines themselves.

Eye-witnesses have reported
that the women imprisoned in the tin
shanties with dirt floors in Armidale
do everything possible to keep their
homes clean.

But lack of cooking, washing
and sewerage facilities naturally
defeat their best efforts.

Aids Racists

Too often when Aborigines do
obtain decent accommodation in a
town, racists noisily, and sometimes
even violently, dispute their rights to
live there.

Mr Kingsmill’s attack on
Aborigines can only encourage

such elements. Mr Kelly’s remarks
in Parliament about the “difficulties
of assimilating” Aborigines were in
similar vein.

Both, beg the real issue. In NSW,
and in fact throughout the greater
part of Australia, the Aborigines
have been ‘“assimilated.” That is,
their own tribal forms of social
organisations have been completely
destroyed by capitalism. There are
very few full-blooded Aborigines
left in NSW, and the overwhelming
majority of people referred to under
the title are mixed-bloods, who know
no other community except that of a
capitalist society.

To live they have to sell their
labour power just like any other
worker.

But they are denied the rights
which other workers have won
through centuries of struggle.

Cheap Labor

Segregated in sub-stand-
ard housing, deprived of citizens’
rights or trade union protection, the
Aborigines are a source of cheap
labour for the capitalist class.

(The pastoral industry in the
Northern Territory, for example,
operates almost entirely on this type
of labour. This is the key to its attrac-
tiveness to such world cartels as the
Vesteys group which has swallowed
up millions of acres of pastoral
leases, and grown richer on the toil
of underpaid Aborigines.)

Federal and State Governments

share the responsibility for this tragic
state of affairs.

These aborigines should be
granted full citizenship rights now.

Because of their long years of
double exploitation, the Aborigines
do require special assistance in the
form of housing, education grants
and other facilities.

Primary responsibility in
this sphere rests on the Federal
Government which alone possesses
the necessary financial resources.

As Mr Bryant (Labor Vic) told
the House of Representatives last
week, state finances were not ade-
quate for the purpose, because the
States with the biggest Aborigine
populations had the smallest white
populations.

MPs Call

Mr Bryant called for an urgent
summonsing of a national conference
to provide for a grant to the States
for the proper housing of Aborigines.

He called for the removal of laws
restricting Aborigines’ freedom. He
said that in Queensland the Director
of Native Welfare could seize
Aborigines’ property at any time. He
was the guardian of their children
and could prevent any Aborigine’s
marriage.

Mr Drummond, Liberal member
for New England, said he was
“appalled” at the conditions of the
Aborigines settlement at Armidale.
*This article originally appeared in
the Tribune October 26, 1960. &
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Rupert Lockwood

British imperialists have usually
pulled the kid gloves off the brass
knuckles when their right to nom-
inate the governments of oil-rich
Persia, now called Iran, was chal-
lenged by democratic forces. The
British Government is in itself an
imperial investor in Persian oil,
holding a dominant interest in the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.

And Persia is regarded by the
imperial army as part of the defence
system of India, where the protest-
ing shouts of 400 million people are
disturbing polo games at Poona and
causing pukka sahibs to spill whisky
in New Delhi.

Before the last war, British impe-
rialism used all its diplomatic power
and military pressure to keep Tsarist
Russia out of Persia, with only par-
tial success.

When the 1917 Revolution put
an end to Tsarist imperialism, British
interventional forces took rigorous
action against those Azerbaijanians
and others in Persia who learned
some obvious lessons from the
Russian peasants and workers’ acqui-
sition of land and factories.

And the rise of Socialism in
Russia made Persia of great impor-
tance as an interventionary base.

It was from Persia that British
forces marched on Batum and Baku,
the oil centres, and shot in cold blood
the 26 officials of the Baku Soviet. A
British seaplane base was established
on the Caspian Sea.

Ironside’s Man

Fighting with the British
interventionists against Russian
Bolsheviks and Persian agrarian
rebels was a tough looking adven-
turer called Reza Khan. He was the
son of a landowner on the Caspian
Sea. His hatred of peasants who
wanted to divide up landlords’
estates, endeared him to General Sir
Edmund

Ironside, later called Baron
Ironside of Archangel. General
Ironside intervened in both north and
south Russia.

With a pretence of jocular irre-
snonsibilitv. General Ironside nicked
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BRITISH-USA GOLD
HAS MADE PERSIA: A KINGDOM
OF OIL AND HUNGER (1946)

out the ruffian Reza as a military
commander, and later he was helped
to seize the throne in Teheran.

The pro-British, anti-Soviet
adventurer became His Imperial
Majesty, Reza Shah Pahlavi. He
went even better than that, insist-
ing that he be called Most Lofty of
Living Men, Agent of Heaven in
the World, Brother of the Moon and
Stars, Shah-in-Shah, King of Kings.
This concession to Reza’s ego and
the faded glitter of the Persia of
Darius suited the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company.

Dictator Reza invited Persian
nationalists and democrats to
dinner, and they soon grew weak
from fatal maladies. He personally
lashed Azerbaijanian Muslims with
his whip, supervised the hanging of
others.

When the French tried to mus-
cle-in on Persian Oil, Reza did the
right thing by the Anglo-Iranian
Company. He broke off diplomatic
relations with France, because a
French paper punned Shah with chat
(cat).

The trouble was that he became
too enthusiastic in following the
example set by Anglo-Iranian Oil
directors.

Mr F C Tiarks, one director of
Anglo-Iranian Oil, became a Council
member of the pro-Nazi Anglo-
German Fellowship in London. Mr
Tiarks, as Reza Shah knew, was a
very important person.

He was a director of the Bank of
England, and partner in the bank of
J Henry Schroeder, whose brother,
Baron Kurt von Schroeder, the
Cologne banker, made his house
available for the notorious meeting
between Hitler and German indus-
trial and financial magnates — a meet-
ing that sealed the fate of German
democracy.

Mr H B Heath Eves, another
Anglo-Iranian Oil director,
also joined the Anglo-German
Fellowship, and others linked with
Anglo-Iranian, including the British
Government, pursued Munich poli-
cies. Reza Shah got the idea, from
the behaviour of his masters, that
Hitler and Mussolini would soon be

the new bosses.

He signed trade agreements with
the Nazis; German business men
and 100 modern German war planes
arrived in Persia. Reza also bought
Italian ships and employed Italian
army officers. Worse than that, he
tried to void Anglo-Iranian oil leases
and shunt the British Navy out of the
Persian Gulf.

In 1941 when Russia became
an ally, Britain and Russia, and later
America, agreed to clean up this
Nazi base, and oust Hitler’s ally,
Reza Shah.

Azerbaijanians in the Red Army
put on Azerbaijanian operas and
plays in North Persia; Red Army cul-
ture, the help the Soviet gave in feed-
ing starving Persians and cleaning up
food epidemics, made many Persians
feel that dictatorial Shahs and Anglo-
Iranian Oil had denied them cultural
and economic rights for too long.

Hunger, Corruption

Persia has 12 million people,
ruled by 2,000 families, who own
land and local industry and run
“Parliament” and Government. A
British newsagency admitted that of
800,000 people in Teheran, 700,000
are always hungry. Police, army and
Government are corrupt, taxes are
high.

The peasants are kept in feudal
bondage, landlords are absentee or
brutal local chiefs. Often the peasant
only gets one-fifth of his produce;
the landlord takes the rest. There is
chronic starvation in the country-
side; beggars with bones sticking
through their skins hobble along all
roads, epidemics and opium ravish
the villages.

In the cities, there is child labour,
penal laws against trade unions, a
system of fines on employees. The
great offices of the Anglo-Iranian
Oil Company rise above the stinking
bazaars and slum hovels.

Imperialism’s Allies

When the Allies came and Reza
Shah was booted out, Persians had
hopes of swift democratisation, of
a purge of feudal-fascists, lifting of
standards and alleviation of hunger.
Democracy advanced in the Soviet
occupation zone, but the foreign oil
interests and the 2,000 ruling fami-
lies of Persia had different ideas.

The democratic Tudeh Party,
which was rising to great strength
in its fight against serfdom, and the
trade unions which developed in the
struggle against factory slavery, were
brutally attacked by the Persian gen-
darmes in the British and American
zones. There were murders, arrests,
kidnappings.

The sheikhs and khans of Persia,
like the princes of India, are the allies
of foreign imperialism. They receive
subsidies from the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Company in return for leases, good-
will and support, to strengthen which
arms were often supplied.

With the German intruders
beaten, the sheikhs and khans and
their foreign allies felt that a new
Reza Shah was needed on the throne
in Teheran, to halt the movement of
the workers, peasants and middle-
classes toward national independ-
ence, higher standards and land
distribution.

The feudalists and imperialists

als
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found their man in Syed Zia-ed-
Din, who, according to a British
news agency, now leads the anti-
Soviet agitation in the Mejlis
(Iran “Parliament™). He is a large
landowner.

According to British newspaper
dispatches from Teheran, the dem-
ocratic Tudeh Party has “accused
the British of giving support to
Zia-ed-Din.”

American Interests

American trade agents and dip-
lomatic envoys are also showing a
far from healthy interest in Persia,
and are backing Persian despots’
intrigues against the Soviet Union.

Rockefeller and kindred Sinclair
oil concerns also have interests
in Persia. Both Rockefellers and
Sinclairs have formidable records in
political intervention.

A deal between Sinclairs and
Mussolini lead to the murder of
Matteotti, the Italian Socialist.
Matteotti denounced in Parliament
the secret deal which gave an Italian
oil monopoly to Sinclairs — and died
a few days later.

The ex-American Ambassador
to China, Major-General Patrick
Hurley, is regarded as a “Sinclair dip-
lomat.” Representative J. M. Coffee
(Democrat) alleged in Congress that
Hurley continued to draw 75,000
dollars a year from Sinclairs while
in the US diplomatic service. Hurley
aided and abetted Chiang’s war on
Chinese Communists, who had liber-
ated important oil areas.

Hurley, said Rep. Coffee,
“always operated in countries with
rich oil deposits. When he left one
country he bobbed up in another with
heavy oil-bearing strata.”

March To Democracy

Fortunately, these aren’t the days
when oil kings can bribe their way to
power over the people, or imperialist
interventionaries can nominate and
maintain for long dictatorships that
are not wanted by a majority of the
people.

In Azerbaijan, the people are
going to free elections, most of them
voting for the first time. In Teheran,
the police government, which the
British and American Government
had backed has fallen.

No amount of disruption and
anti-Soviet propaganda at the UNO
assembly in London can cover the
fact that the people of Persia, like
the peoples of Greece and Indonesia,
insist on getting their Atlantic
Charter rights, whatever barriers the
imperialists may place in their path.
*Tﬁis article originally appeared in
the Tribune, January 29, 1946 &
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Charity Not Enough

We should not forget the lesson that there
was no immediate strategic all government
response to these disasters, and there never
will be if things don’t change. Most of the
infrastructure for communities to defend
themselves is either gone or privatised.

We all deserve better including the affected

communities, and the broader environment,
in the prevention, handling. and aftermath of
these disasters.

Such important lessons should not be
passed over or lost in academic arguments
about climate change that essentially allows
the government to shift the blame for its failure
to act or protect its citizens.

Let’s not let charity become the flipside of
privatisation.

Charity was considered a reasonable
approach in the Victorian era, but in the
twenty-first century, we should not allow the
government to hide from its responsibilities
and the effects of its policies, behind outpour-
ings of grief and sympathy from the public.

We need to insist on our right to be
defended and fully supported by our govern-
ments. A good start would be for the gov-
ernment to acknowledge its fetish for small
government and privatisation is part of the
problem. Next, put twenty-five per cent of the
bloated military budget into a separate account,

to be used for boosting rural infrastructure, the
rural fire services, and for disaster planning,
mitigation, and relief efforts.

It’s the least they could do. And by donat-
ing to bushfire relief appeal we are not letting
them abrogate their responsibility in this latest
and future disasters.

Con C.

No War in Iran

When hundreds of civilians are murdered
in mass Killings each year in the US, their
leader Trump does nothing. But when a
military contractor is killed in Iraq, he
threatens to destroy Iran, as well as to
punish Iraq if they don’t do as they are
told and keep US bases and its troops in
the country.

Last year President Trump “withdrew” a
thousand US troops in northern Syria to allow
Turkey to attack Kurdish fighters (the former
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US allies against ISIS) only to not bring them
home, but to redeploy them in other parts of
Syria with oil wells. He has also recently sent
more soldiers and ships into the Middle East.

This is the same man who was elected on a
platform of ending American military conflicts
and bringing home the hundreds of thousands
of US troops stationed in hundreds of bases
overseas. He’s done neither.

If the USA and Iran lurch into open war-
fare there would be a terrible slaughter, even
if limited to the Gulf region. If Iran’s regional
militia allies or Russia and China are also
involved, the USA would be fighting wars on
several fronts, and this would be an utter catas-
trophe for peoples and the planet.

While I’m no supporter of the Iranian
regime, the longer that Trump stays in power
the risk of more vicious wars escalates.
Australia would want to be very wary about
entering such a very bad situation.

Steven Katsineris

Perth comrades at a rally for climate action.
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Victorian comrades prepare banners for Invasion Day.
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CUBA SENDS MESSAGE OF SOLIDARITY TO
AUSTRALIAN PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT

A message expressing deep sorrow
in the wake of devastating fires in
Australia was sent Wednesday by
Esteban Lazo Hernandez, President of
Cuba’s National Assembly and Council
of State, to Tony Smith, Speaker of the
country’s House of Representatives.

“On behalf of the National Assembly
of People’s Power, our people and myself,
I wish to express our most sincere con-
dolences to the families of the deceased,
to the Australian Parliament and people
given the damage caused by the incident,”
reads the letter published on the National
Assembly’s website.

Lazo lamented the loss of human life,
harm to the nation’s ecosystem, the deaths
of millions of animals and the severe
economic damage caused by this major
disaster.

“Once again we witness with concern
the harmful effects of climate change on
our planet, causing great droughts, enor-
mous fires with the destruction of millions
of hectares of forests, melting ice and
other phenomena that seriously threaten

His message joins that of Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez,
who in a 7th January tweet reiterated
Cuba’s solidarity with Australia, where
fires have destroyed some six million hec-
tares of forest and caused the deaths of at
least twenty persons, noting the disaster as
a consequence of climate change.

“Cuba mourns and expresses our sol-
idarity with Australia’s population who,
on the smallest continent in the world,
are suffering the consequences of cli-
mate change: six million hectares of for-
ests burned and the death of twenty-five
people and some 500 million animals,” he
wrote.

In another message Diaz-Canel stated:
“While all living species are fleeing in
horror from the hell of Australia’s for-
ests, the empire is fanning a terrible fire,
putting the world on the brink of war.
Fidel Castro asked, more than 40 years
ago: What is the United Nations for?
Today an answer is urgently needed.”
Granma &

B

il N,

life,” Lazo wrote.

Australia’s forest fires have killed millions of animals and destroyed ecosystems. (Image: EFE)

WILL INDIA BE ABLE TO AVOID A MILITARY QUAD?

B. Arjun

The Quadrilateral Strategic
Dialogue (“the Quad”) between
India, Australia, Japan, and the
US has got a fresh lease of life.
In a significant development
for the geopolitics of the Indo-
Pacific region, Quad held its first
minister-level meeting on 27th
September in New York.

The efforts to build an Indo-
Pacific security architecture were
initiated in 2007, when for the first
time the four countries met on the
sidelines of the ASEAN Regional
Forum summit in the Philippines.
During the Obama years, the initi-
ative remained in limbo due to his
preoccupation with economic revival
of America after the 2008 economic
meltdown. However, with the arrival
of President Trump, American policy
on China took a new turn. In major-
ity of the American think-tanks,
China is largely viewed as a “revi-
sionist power.” Therefore, Trump
administration decided to directly
confront China through greater
naval activity in the Indo-Pacific
waters. What Obama had started in
2010 by announcing “pivot to Asia,”
Trump has added much vigour to the
process.

The four maritime democracies
have been inching closer to institu-
tionalise the gathering since 2017.
Quad has met four times in the past
two years at the level of senior offi-
cials only. The meeting-of-ministers

under Quad banner is certainly a big
step ahead to formalise a multilat-
eral arrangement to manage growing
Chinese power in the region and also
to help America retain its regional
hegemony. The meeting indicates
that Quad is gathering momentum
and moving beyond signalling to
adding substance to its proceedings.

Unlike the United States that is
brandishing the upgradation of Quad
as a significant achievement, India
has largely maintained reticence.
Till last year India was reluctant to
hold Quad deliberations at the for-
eign secretary level, preferring to
limit engagement to the more junior
joint secretary level, despite signifi-
cant pressure from the US and Japan.
India’s problem is that it is ideologi-
cally aligned to the US but its dete-
riorated economic health demands a
healthy economic relationship with
China. The Indian foreign policy
establishment appreciates the fact the
formation of Asiatic-NATO that the
US intends to create from Quad will
foreclose its options vis-a-vis China.

Last year the India-China trade
had hit $95.54 billion. India needs
technology and investments from
China. It is largely because of this
that Prime Minister Modi has to
meet President Xi Jinping on a reg-
ular basis. If America was capable
of providing India with the money
to advance its economy, India prob-
ably would have been more gung-ho
about an Asiatic-NATO. But under
the current circumstances, India

needs China. Japan and Australia
also intend to maintain a healthy
balance between China, their eco-
nomic partner, and US, their military
hero. It is largely this dichotomy
that is taking long for the US to knit
together an Indo-Pacific military alli-
ance against China.

India is the only member in
the Quad grouping that is also a
part of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), the largest
transnational body in the Eurasian
region. On the one hand, India pro-
tects the US-led maritime order and
on the other hand it strengthens the
Eurasian connectivity, that directly
impinges on the viability of the dom-
inance of the international trade by
maritime powers. With one foot in
Eurasia and the other in the Indo-
Pacific, India is walking a tightrope.
This strategy of simultaneously trav-
elling in two boats is being increas-
ingly tested. As the US-China trade
war becomes more intense, as the US
steps up pressure on Chinese periph-
ery, Tibet and Xinjiang, India will be
called upon to assist the US. India
will be required to take sides, which
will have an impact on its position in
the SCO and consequently its rela-
tions with China as well as with the
Russia. President Putin has already
pointed out “that given the ‘central-
ity’ of the ASEAN in the Asia-Pacific
and the ‘network structure’ existing
around that grouping, a ‘bloc-based
organisation’ like Quad doesn’t make
sense.” He said it is “un-Asian” if

someone were to “create some kind
of a bloc-based organisation ... that
is at odds with the current state of
affairs in Asia.”

With India-Pakistan relations
going from bad to worse and China
affirming its intention to “stand by
Pakistan,” the Indo-China relation-
ship is far from satisfactory. China
is now asserting and in fact flaunting
its economic power asymmetry with
India. President Xi Jiping’s Chennai
visit was sandwiched between Imran
Khan’s visit to Beijing and Xi’s visit
to Nepal. It is a clear indication that
Beijing is in no mood to appease
Modi. There are no signs to show
that Xi wants to disengage with
India, but Beijing is now clear that
Modi and his foreign policy team is
ideologically aligned to America and
will only have limited engagement
with China.

The stated aim of Quad is to lay
a foundation based on a common
vision of a free and open Indo-
Pacific region, and “shared com-
mitment to close cooperation on
maritime security, quality infrastruc-
ture and regional connectivity in
support of a rules-based order that
promotes stability, growth and eco-
nomic prosperity.” However, there is
little doubt that Quad is a formation
designed primarily to contain China
and confine its maritime ambitions.

In order to manage its relation-
ship with China and Russia, India
has been attempting to signal that
its Indo-Pacific strategy is different

from the other members of Quad.
America talks “free and open”
Indo-Pacific, India says it believes
in the “free, open, inclusive Indo-
Pacific,” in order to show that it is
not willing to exclude China from
the Indo-Pacific. Recently, India and
Russia agreed to develop a mari-
time link connecting Chennai with
Vladivostok. This shipping link
would take cargo between the ports
in twenty-four days. Currently it
takes forty days to transport goods
from India to Far East Russia via
Europe.

India appreciates the fact that
its “multi-layered engagement with
China as well as its strategic partner-
ship with Russia is key to ensuring a
stable, open, secure, inclusive, and
prosperous Indo-Pacific.” Foreign
Minister S Jaishankar said that
India is “for something” in the Indo-
Pacific and “not against somebody.”
However, the problem is that the US
and Japan’s insistence on forming
a military alliance in the region is
putting additional pressure on India’s
external policy. The US strategic per-
ceptions on containing China are also
influencing the choice of naval plat-
forms and weapon systems that India
is procuring. With India’s defence
outlook largely based on interoper-
ability with the US-led alliance in
the region, the growing divergence
between India’s foreign and defence
policy is becoming apparent.
People’s Democracy &
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This month’s vote by Venezuela’s National
Assembly to ditch Juan Guaido as its
president provided our [British] govern-
ment and the EU with an opportunity to
rethink last year’s craven decision to rec-
ognise the unelected stooge as president of
his country.

Boris Johnson and Dominic Raab have
instead decided to féte this clown in Downing
Street, continuing with a foreign policy farce as
ineffective as it is unprincipled.

Guaido’s self-declaration as president a
year ago was (despite the usual mendacious
nonsense spouted by politicians and pundits
on our TV screens) a total violation of the
Venezuelan constitution.

It continued years in which Venezuela’s
right-wing opposition, which won a parlia-
mentary majority in 2015, has sought to sub-
vert, sabotage or overthrow the government of
the country’s directly elected President Nicolas
Maduro, initially by demanding an early recall
election.

When presidential elections were held in
2018, most opposition forces boycotted them
rather than admit they were not likely to win.

Efforts to overthrow the Bolivarian rev-
olution had already included campaigns of
extreme violence which in 2014 and 2017
claimed hundreds of lives, an announcement
by masked armed men in military fatigues
of a revolt in a video publicised by the New
York Times, a helicopter gunship attack on the
Supreme Court and an armed assault on a mili-
tary base.

All measures taken by the Venezuelan
authorities to counter these acts of violence
were denounced as a draconian crackdown on
dissent.

A global propaganda campaign spear-
headed by the United States worked for years
to discredit and delegitimise Venezuela’s gov-
ernment before Guaido appointed himself pres-
ident a year ago, paving the way for Britain,
most EU governments and the more right-wing
of Latin American regimes to recognise him
as such — though he had never even stood in a
presidential election and his Popular Will party

International

HIGH TIME TO END
JUAN GUAIDO FARCE

Guardian

Venezuela's self-declared “interim president” leader Juan Guaido (right) faces the media with British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab at the Foreign
Office in London.

held just 14 of the 167 National Assembly seats
(his presidency of the assembly was assumed
by a rotation system).

Tragedy and farce have been dancing part-
ners in the Venezuelan opposition’s manoeu-
vres ever since. When, to his evident surprise,
declaring himself president on TV failed to
transform his dreams into reality, Guaido
sought to mobilise opposition to the govern-
ment on the streets — only to find that sup-
porters of the legitimate government were
mobilising in still larger numbers.

By April he was attempting a military
coup, again with no success whatever.

He was linked to Colombian paramilitaries
and embroiled in corruption scandals concern-
ing the misappropriation of humanitarian aid.

High-profile stunts such as trying to deliver
US aid into Venezuela (absurd given US sanc-
tions are responsible for food and medicine
shortages in the first place) failed.

A year on and Guaido has nothing to show
for this charade. He has not shaken the author-
ity of Venezuela’s government and he has
now been voted out by the National Assembly
whose presidency was his only actual politi-
cal post, denounced for corruption and double
standards by his own opposition colleagues.

Yet the damage being done to the
Venezuelan people by the US and EU recogni-
tion of his fictional regime is very real.

It has intensified the economic war being
waged against the country, which has seen its
assets abroad frozen or seized, including by the

Bank of England, and funds belonging to the
country by right being redirected to a coterie
of US puppets playing at being some kind of
government in exile (though he has not been
exiled: Venezuelan opposition claims to be
subject to harsh persecution often turn out to
be exaggerated).

Our government is unconcerned by its lack
of any moral right to tell Venezuelans who their
president is. But it should be embarrassed by
the ridiculousness of according a nobody with
no legitimacy or power the status of a foreign
national leader.

Pressure must be brought to bear to draw
it away from Donald Trump’s regime-change
project.
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DEFENCE, FOREIGN AND FINANCE MINISTERS RETAIN
THEIR POSITIONS IN NEW RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT

President Vladimir Putin has
approved a new Russian govern-
ment after the surprise resigna-
tion of the previous cabinet last
week. While there was a signifi-
cant reshuffle, the defence, foreign
and finance ministers kept their
posts.

“The new government is a well-
balanced one, although it went
through a major reshuffle,” Putin
said during a meeting with the new
cabinet.

Both Sergey Lavrov and Sergey
Shoigu are political heavyweights
and among the most trusted politi-
cal figures in Russia, trailing only
behind President Putin himself
when it comes to popularity with

the public. Anton Siluanov has
been Russia’s finance minister since
2011.

A career diplomat with dec-
ades of experience in interna-
tional relations, Lavrov served as
Russia’s envoy to the UN for ten
years before taking the helm at the
Foreign Ministry in 2004.

He led Russian diplomacy
through turbulent periods on the
international stage and has been
instrumental in building Moscow’s
reputation as an influential global
power in recent years.

Shoigu, meanwhile, is credited
with strengthening and modernising
Russia’s Armed Forces through a
set of ambitious reforms to increase

combat readiness and spearhead-
ing a massive rearmament program
to equip forces with cutting-edge
weapons.

Siluanov has worked in the
Russian Finance Ministry since the
early 1990s heading several min-
isterial departments, including on
macroeconomic policy and banks,
as well as on budgetary policy.

He held the post of deputy finance
minister for several years before
becoming finance minister in 2011.

They are joining new Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin along
with nine other members of the pre-
vious cabinet and nine freshmen
ministers.

The new prime minister and

new government members are all
technocrats and professionals with
rich management experience, said
head of the CIS strategic devel-
opment centre Aleksandr Guseyv,
adding that the ones who have
stayed on are also effective gov-
ernment officials. He believes the
new government has all of the nec-
essary background to work effec-
tively to improve the quality of
life in Russia, something the previ-
ous government didn’t succeed in
doing.

The abrupt resignation of the
government last week after Putin’s
state of the union speech was an
earthquake for Russian politics.
Former Prime Minister Dmitry

Medvedev announced last week
that the entire government would
resign in a surprise statement
shortly after Putin’s address.

What was an annual rou-
tine event turned into one of
the most significant moments in
Russia’s modern political history
as Putin unexpectedly proposed
major amendments to the nation’s
constitution.

The proposed reform envisages
broader powers for the State Duma
— Russia’s lower house of parlia-
ment — including giving it the abil-
ity to choose the PM and form the
government.
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