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What is Australia Day? “Australia
Day” celebrates the anniversary
of the arrival of the First Fleet
in New South Wales, the myth of
terra nullius, and the raising of
the Union Jack for the first time
on Aboriginal land. 2020 also
marks the 250th anniversary of
Captain Cook raising the Union
Jack on “Possession Island” north
of the tip of what is now known
as Queensland. Any celebration
of Australia Day, especially a cel-
ebration of events that mark the
destruction and genocide of the
First Nations people is, therefore,
a dismissal of Australia’s colonial
history. Since 1938, instead of
celebrating these moments of his-
tory, Aboriginal groups have used
the date to advocate for: acknowl-
edgement of colonial history, a
day to mourn those who died in
the Frontier Wars, a chance to
advocate for sovereignty and land
rights, and a time to make other
demands of justice for Indigenous
people.

One of the major groups that
pushed for a celebration of Australia
Day on the 26th of January was
the Australian Native Association.
Unlike what the name suggests,
the Australian Native Association
were a group of middle-class white
Europeans who had been born in
Australia. The name choice for their
group seems extremely deliberate.
On the one hand, they are clearly
advocating for a new nation — the
Australian nation — as opposed to
simply being British settlers. On the
other hand, they have specifically
chosen the word native to suggest
they were the original inhabitants
of the land, which is a complete
erasure of the Indigenous people
who lived on the land before them
for over 60,000 years. Membership
to this association was restricted to
European descendants, so second-
generation non-whites could not be
considered native. Therefore, by
somehow ignoring a huge contradic-
tion, only Europeans could be con-
sidered native to the land. The group
began a campaign for 26th January to
be celebrated officially as a national
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holiday now known as “Australia
Day,” and in 1931 Victoria accepted
their proposal, and by 1935 all other
states and territories had followed.

It makes sense why a group like
the Australian Native Association
would mark Britain’s colonial inva-
sion as the beginning of the forma-
tion of their nation since their nation
requires European descent. But why
are we still celebrating, rather than
soberly remembering, the day that
marked the colonial invasion, the
nation built by forced labour for the
British bourgeoisie, and chosen by a
bunch of white supremacists?

For the 150th anniversary of the
First Fleet, a group of Aboriginal
people were forced to partake in the
re-enactment of the First Fleet arrival
despite refusing to do so. Australia
Day organisers took a group of men
from Menindee, locked them up at
a police station in Sydney, and only
released them on the day of re-enact-
ment when they were told to run
up the beach “fleeing” the British.
This is history of Australia Day
celebrations.

In 1937 William Ferguson
of the Aborigines Progressive
Association of New South Wales
went to Melbourne to meet with
the Australian Aborigines League
of Victoria in order to organise
national protests of Australia Day.
They called 26th January a “Day of
Mourning” and events were organ-
ised for the week surrounding the
26th. The protests aimed to even-
tually form a national body for
Aboriginal people, with their own
manifesto and finally a voice to
parliament.

The term “Invasion Day” was
first used to describe the commem-
oration of 26th January in 1988
when 40,000 Aboriginal people and
their allies from all over the coun-
try marched through Sydney as a
response to the 200th anniversary of
the First Fleet. The march also aimed
to remind Australia of its Black his-
tory. Speaker at the march Gary
Foley said on the day that it was “so
magnificent to see black and white
Australians together in harmony”
and that “this is what Australia could
and should be like.”

So why do people celebrate
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Climate activists
response to fires

Australia Day despite its history?
According to the National Council
for Australia Day, thirteen mil-
lion people participate in spe-
cific Australia Day events. It also
notes that seventy-five percent of
Australians see it as a day to cel-
ebrate diversity, fifty-four percent
use the day to consider how lucky
we are, and forty-six percent use
it to celebrate Australian freedom.
“Australian freedom” that is, the lib-
eral ideas of “a fair go,” rather than
being a right to food, housing, educa-
tion and employment.

How lucky are we when 250
years of exploitation and misman-
agement of stolen land has resulted
in over ten million acres destroyed
by the bushfire crisis? When we
have governments, such as Victorian
Labor illegally logging and exploit-
ing public land, exacerbating climate
change for a profit? What about the
over 400 Aboriginal deaths in cus-
tody since the Royal Commission in
1991? What happened to Veronica
Nelson’s “fair go” when she died
in custody at the beginning of this
year after being arrested just for
shoplifting?

Nationwide protests of 2020
Invasion Day demand:
* Abolishment of Australia Day
* The end of the removal of

Aboriginal children from their

communities
* Action on Royal Commission into

Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
 End to racist, and systematic
discrimination of Indigenous
people
Protection of sacred places
from mining companies and
government
Stop selling constitutional
recognition to the public instead
of sovereignty and land rights
The end to the NT Intervention
For the Endeavour replica to not
sail Australian seas in celebration
of the First Fleet.

If Australia wants to celebrate its
nation, it needs to confront its past,
find its independence, grant land
rights to Indigenous people and find
a day that does not celebrate colonial
destruction. &
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Any celebration of
Australia Day, especially

a celebration of events
that mark the destruction
and genocide of the

First Nations people is,
therefore, a dismissal of
Australia’s colonial history.

Bushfires and the lack
of government action
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Greetings Comrades!

My name is Franc Stregone, and I am the new Editor-in-Chief
of The Worker’s Weekly Guardian. Firstly, I want to thank Tom
Pearson, who served as Editor-in-Chief for ten years. Tom taught
me the ins-and-outs and made this transition as seamless as pos-
sible. I am excited to lead the party’s paper by making it reflective
of party life, the working class, and international solidarity. 2020
is an exciting year for our party because it marks 100 years of
the communist movement in Australia. The Communist Party
of Australia (CPA) will be hosting several events to mark the
occasion, and the Guardian will also contribute to this special
year. For this year, the Guardian we will have a spread that will
celebrate Australian communist history and thought. Every week,
we will present articles from the archives. The choice to do this
was made so that all comrades can see how their paper dealt
with historical events and issues. Alongside those articles will
be another, highlighting the great contributions that Australian
communists have made to Marxist-Leninist theory. We will be
presenting the theoretical articles under monthly themes. This
month is about Indigenous struggle.

The choice of this month’s theme should be obvious to all com-
rades; at the end of this week is “Australia Day.” The CPA, and
the communist movement in Australia more generally, has from
very early in its existence been acutely aware of the struggles of
the Indigenous population in Australia. As Editor-in-Chief, I want
to highlight how the communist movement has understood that
struggle and why it thought it was important to address. To start
this month off, we have a draft proposal for the CPA’s adoption
on Indigenous rights. Throughout the 1920s delegates from the
Communist Party of Australia were sent to Moscow to participate
in the Communist International (Comintern) conference developed
by the Soviet Union. The CPA was encouraged by Comintern to
use their document “Theses on National and Colonial Questions”
developed by Lenin and to apply it to specific Australian condi-
tions. This draft program published in 1931 is a product of both
Comintern’s theory on national liberation and the CPA’s direct
involvement in Aboriginal communities and their struggles. We
also have two articles, one on Australia Day, another on Equality
for First Nations people. While the “Change the Date” discourse
was not mainstream in the early half of the twentieth century,
the former article reflects how the CPA was always critical of the
narrative spun by the bourgeois press about Australia. The latter
highlights the history of brutality towards the Indigenous popula-
tion by the state and calls for a just restoration of their rights.
It was published one day after Australia Day, which showcases
how the rights of Australia’s most marginalised voice was still
in the forefront of the minds of Australian communists while the
rest of the country was celebrating the colonisation of this land.

In continuing to acknowledge the sovereignty of the Indigenous
peoples, we at the Guardian have corrected an oversight. In our
masthead, we stated that “We acknowledge the Sovereignty of
Australia’s First Nations’ Peoples” — this is a contradiction.
Why? Because by referencing “Australia” it invalidates the ac-
knowledgement of sovereignty as it contextualises the existence
of First Nations’ sovereignty within the colonial-settler project
of Australia. By making this correction we believe that the CPA
will be in line with how Acknowledgement of Country is done at
the commencement of events, where “Australia” is not mentioned
but the sovereignty of the Indigenous community is. Thus, from
this issue onwards our masthead will read “We acknowledge
the Sovereignty of the First Nations’ Peoples.” This is a small
gesture but one I hope that shows that we are still concerned
with Indigenous struggle, that we will always listen, and fight
with our First Nations brothers and sisters.

Franc Stregone

Press Fund

Welcome back for another year which is shaping up to be a big
one with struggles on every front as well as the fires and drought
to contend with. It is also the 100th anniversary of the Communist
movement in Australia and the Guardian has plans to present
history and thought from those years as the Communist Party

of Australia celebrates past achievements as well as supporting
working class and Indigenous struggles of today. We hope you will
give us your support in doing this. The Press Fund is one way you
can do this. Thank you to those who have made contributions since
last year.

Dr G Dittura $50, G Spiers $50, F Kernode $50, Noel H $50,
Eddie Seymour $25, Mark Mannion $20, Digireb $25,
AN Unity $60, M Smith $20.

Total $350.00

Support The Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

Guardian

STANDARDS AND
RULES FOR GUARDIAN
SUBMISSIONS

The Guardian uses Australian
English standards; for consul-
tation, the Guardian collective
refers to The Cambridge Guide to
Australian English Usage in order
to ensure consistency.

The minimum standard resolu-
tion for photographs is one mega-
byte. However, photographs that
fall below this minimum can be sub-
mitted and may be considered for
publishing. Thus, photos from cam-
eras are preferred but good qual-
ity mobile phone images can be
used. Furthermore, when emailing
photographs please include photo-
graph credit as well as a description
(what, when, and where). Please also
include the names of those who are
in the photo (Indicate the order if
more than one person). Please email
photos to photos@cpa.org.au.

With all photos and articles
please indicate the names you want
to appear as author.

All quotations, facts, statistics,

must be cited. This means naming
the newspaper, report, institution,
etc. where the information origi-
nates. For example,“The Sydney
Morning Herald reported that ‘9 out
of 10 people hate Gorbachev.””

“Lenin stated that ‘In the his-
tory of modern socialism this is a
phenomenon, that the strife of the
various trends within the socialist
movement has from national become
international.””

No formal citation style is
necessary.

The Guardian is a Marxist-
Leninist paper, articles should reflect
this ideological perspective.

Deadline for all submissions is
Thursday 10:00AM AEST/AEDT.
It is preferred that articles are sent
in, at the latest, during work hours
on Wednesdays. Send articles to
editor@cpa.org.au.

1,500 words is the maximum
word limit for a full-page article.
This word limit is not hard and can

be crossed over if necessarily by
no more than 100 words. For arti-
cles that exceed 2,000 words, please
consult the editor, as double spread
articles require Guardian Collective
consultation. The minimum word
limit for articles is 300 words.
Letters to the editor are encouraged
and should not exceeded 250-300
works in length.

Where more than one article is
received covering the same issue or
event, publication is at the discretion
of the editor.

Response articles are allowed.
However, the window for submis-
sions is two weeks from the publica-
tion of the article being addressed.
These response articles will be titled
“Taking Issue” followed by a sub-
heading. This response article will
be the final discussion piece on the
discussion at hand.

All editorial decisions subject
to the discretion of the Guardian
Collective and are final. &

Snap rally held on January 11 called by Hands Off Syria Coali

of University of Sydney. Chants included “fight the fires not Iran!”

y
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tion and the Muslim Student Society

The Sydney District Committee wants to inform members in Sydney that
correspondence to the SDC about the party in Sydney can be sent to its email:
syd.dist.comm@cpa.org.au Members can now expect to now receive a reply
to any correspondence sent to the SDC within 48 hours of having emailed the SDC.
The SDC has also sent a letter to the branches and members in Sydney at the end of
2019 to the email addresses of current branch secretaries. Members can receive this
letter from branch secretaries, or should contact the SDC if they have not received it.
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Statement from the General Secretary of the CPA
on Invasion Day

LET US STAND FOR UNITY
AND A NEW DAY

This Invasion Day I wish to encourage all branches and
comrades to be organised to attend and actively partici-
pate as the Communist Party in this year’s rallies around
Australia.

It cannot be overstated how important it is for our party to
use our voice, placards, and banners to show support for the
struggle of the Indigenous peoples.

We see slick Australia Day TV ads about bringing all sectors
of society together to celebrate our unity as a nation. Yet it only
represents the day dispossession and impoverishment started,
ignoring the grief, mourning and resistance of the Indigenous
peoples.

It is especially important that, instead of celebrating this day
that marks the beginning of colonisation and genocide, we rec-
ognise and mourn the continuing exploitation and oppression of
of the Indigenous people. This day and what it stands for must
be swept from our calendar and society.

The CPA supports and fights alongside the Indigenous
peoples for their claims to land rights and sovereignty, as we
have throughout the previous 100 years of the Communist
movement’s existence. A united alliance between mass move-
ments, Indigenous people, the workers, progressive groups
in the community, and the Communist Party, is essential as
we share the same enemy — the illegal coloniser that has and
is using its capitalist state to exploit Indigenous lands and
people.

The year 2020 is the 100th year of the Communist move-
ment in Australia and we pay our respects to the Aboriginal
people who have waged a struggle for 232 years for justice, and
have done so with courage and persistence which we honour
and respect.

Indigenous people have gone on to join the workforce on
the wharves, in mines, on pastoral properties and elsewhere,
for a long time in slave-like conditions. They gained experience
of collective, industrial organisation through trade unions, and
were exposed to explicit anti-capitalist politics. Many became
members of the CPA.

Just one example was our vital support for the 1946 Pilbara
strike. Key contributions in the struggle for Aboriginal rights
were made by Shirley Andrews, Barry Christopher, Len Fox,
Pauline Pickford, Gladys O’Shane, Kath Walker, Faith Bandler
and others who were, or had been, members of the Communist
Party of Australia.

The CPA played a crucial role in taking Aboriginal strug-
gles to the industrial centres of Sydney and Melbourne build-
ing strong trade union-Indigenous relations. Its influence
opened hundreds of thousands of workers to the campaigns of
Aboriginal communities in the remotest parts of the country
where they received solid support. This unity was a significant
development and achieved many victories. The expansion and
reinvigoration of this relationship is one of the most important
tasks.

|

All labour can never be free while Indigenous labour
remains in chains.

The CPA recognises that the struggle by the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people is centred on land rights. Their
struggle is more than an issue of civil rights. It goes beyond this
bourgeois democratic aim for it contains a significant revolu-
tionary aspect, the demand for the return to collective ownership
of part of the basic means of production.

Our comrades remain committed to the campaign to win
recognition of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-
ples as the original owners and occupiers of Australian terri-
tory and their right to own and control their land and resources.
The demand for communal and inalienable property challenges
capitalism as it puts forward a case for the expropriation of pri-
vate property. It creates an alternative to private property, and
raises the question of the collective ownership of land and other
resources by all the people, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, in
a people’s Australia.

For the Invasion Day rally, I wish to encourage all Party
branches to attend the march as cohesive groups so that it is
clear that justice for Indigenous People is part of our fight for a

socialist revolution. These rallies continue to be significant, so
that all can see that “Australia Day” is not a day to celebrate.
Invasion Day is a day to come together, demand real land rights,
the return of stolen, culturally significant land to traditional
owners and to mourn those lost in the Frontier Wars.

These lands have never been ceded.

The Warriors of the Aboriginal Resistance who are the
organisers of this year’s Invasion Day rally in Melbourne have
called upon us to: “Bow your heads to mourn our old peoples,
pay respect to the bloodshed of the Frontier Wars, and stand
against the continued genocide.”

Comrade Lenin stressed the need for all communist parties
to make a “clear distinction between the oppressed, dependant
and subject nations and the oppressing, exploiting and sovereign
nations in order to counter the bourgeois-democratic lies that
play down this colonial and financial enslavement”.

Join us in our expression of solidarity with the Indigenous
people. Bring your banners and placards and rally against
Invasion Day.

Andrew Irving
CPA General Secretary

Tom’s Corner

STATEMENT BY QLD COUNCIL OF UNIONS

[December’s] revelations about
slowing wage growth have
exposed the Morrison govern-
ment’s blatant attack on workers
and unions to take the heat off its
woeful record on wages.

Queensland Council of Unions
General Secretary Michael Clifford
said the mid-year economic forecast
(MYEFO) revealed the LNP’s obses-
sion with one rule for workers, and
another rule for business.

“As representatives of
Queensland workers, we are very
concerned with this federal gov-
ernment’s focus on an ideological
agenda at the expense of workers and
their families,” he said.

In this morning’s MYEFO the
Government have reduced the fore-
cast for wage growth, now claim-
ing that it will not reach 3 per cent
until 2022/23, revising their previous
forecasts down 0.75 per cent for the
years 2020/21 and 2021/22.

“The federal LNP in govern-
ment has now wrongly predicted

wage growth 33 times in a row,” Mr
Clifford said, “do they even care?”
“The Morrison Government has
no clue or plan to increase wage
growth; in fact, Ministers have pre-
viously claimed that the current
seven year stretch of record-low
wage growth is a desirable outcome
of their economic plan. Last week we
learnt that corporations that turn over
billions of dollars in Australia are not
paying company tax here, putting the
budget load squarely on the shoul-
ders of workers,” said Mr Clifford.
“At the same time, the Morrison
government is trying to introduce
extreme union-busting legisla-
tion which would shut down entire
unions for submitting paperwork late
and make it harder to win pay rises.
Ironically the Morrison government’s
failure to pursue policies to encour-
age wage growth has meant that its
holy grail of a budget surplus is dis-
appearing because there’s reduced
tax take from workers. They’ve got
themselves into a knot and its work-

ers and the economy that are being
strangled,” said Mr Clifford.

Huge multinational corporations
like Shell, IBM, and Goldman Sachs
pay no tax in Australia, despite hun-
dreds of millions, sometimes billions
of dollars in income, according to
data released by the Australian Tax
Office last week.

Some of these companies are
paying no tax while they are also
setting up wholly owned subsidiary
labour-hire companies to outsource
their staff and undercut wages, said
Mr Clifford.

He warned the Morrison govern-
ment that Queensland crossbench
Senators had rejected the federal
Coalition’s last attempt to favour big
business over the interests of work-
ing people.

“There’s a groundswell against
the government’s ideological attack
on unions. All workers want is fair
treatment so they are free to organ-
ise and fight for wage increases,” he
said.
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Casey Davidson

Tens of thousands of angry citizens gath-
ered in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane,
Canberra, Perth, and Adelaide on Friday,
January 10, demanding the sacking of
Prime Minister Scott Morrison for his
poor response to the bushfire crisis, as well
as demanding adequate funding for the
firefighters, and climate action from the
government.

Anti-imperialist activists in Australia were
further enraged when learning of the govern-
ment’s decision to send the HMAS Toowoomba
(Royal Australian Navy) to the Middle East
rather than directing resources to help fight
fires at home. Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) members participated in the protests
with placards such as “Fund Firies, Not War”
and “Fight Fires, Not Iran.” In Brisbane, a
range of other political groups, environmental
and social movements, as well as individuals,
attended the rallies with a range of demands
but unified in need for climate action. A sig-
nificant portion of the crowd raised their hands
when asked if this was their first rally ever.

Artie Priddie, a participant of the Sydney
rally from Woodside, SA, a town which lost
87 homes, commented that most protest-
ers were amazing, but was disappointed by
those who took it as “an opportunity to drink,
get stoned, dress up, and grab as much atten-
tion as humanly possible”. Priddie questioned
Extinction Rebellion’s (XR) “strange culty
dance moves” and criticised the insensitivity
towards those who have lost their lives, homes
and livelihoods.

The rallies were organised by Uni Students
for Climate Justice lead by several members
of the Trotskyist group, Socialist Alternative.
In Brisbane, Priya De spoke on behalf of the
organisers and addressed the main issues, as
well as the connection between the military
and climate change. She continued by point-
ing out that Anthony Albanese and the Labor
Party also supported the coal mining industry,
so it was not just a change of government that
was needed, but a whole system change. Priya
finished her address by talking about struggles
in the name of socialism around the world but
unfortunately lobbed the pro-imperialist Hong

Australia

CLIMATE ACTIVISTS MULTIPLY
IN RESPONSE TO FIRES
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Kong rioters into the mix. The undialectical
view of the genuine workers and indigenous
struggles, lumped in with false flag operations
condemning China, has been an issue at odds
with the CPA and some Trotskyist groups in
Australia.

The next speaker at the Brisbane rally was
Michael Clifford from the Queensland Council
of Unions. He talked about the need for work-
ers to join their union and organise as a power-
ful way to demand climate action. Importantly,
he also made the point that workers in fossil
fuel industries need to be re-trained into other
work if they are to join the climate justice
movement.

An address from Jonathan Sri, Greens
councillor for the Gabba, followed and he sug-
gested that, if Australian mining companies

were charged just $1 from each tonne of coal
and $1 from each tonne of liquified natural gas,
they could raise $1 billion in three years to fund
climate action. He also spoke of working-class
people in other parts of the world who have
suffered greatly due to climate change events,
such as the flooding in Jakarta, Indonesia. He
finished with a spoken word poem in which he
suggested in jest that those who install air con-
ditioners for the wealthy should go on strike
and refuse to provide them with comfort from
the rising temperatures. Sri, one of the more
progressive anti-capitalist thought leaders of
the Queensland Greens, also mentioned that
the struggle against climate change is inextrica-
bly linked to the struggle against colonialism.
A speaker from an XR subgroup, Grey
Power, also spoke about Queensland as a
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police state, referring to the cracking down of
peaceful protests organised by XR through-
out the year. The final speaker was a former
school striker who energised the crowd by
talking about the power of young people in the
movement.

Protesters then filled the streets, stopping
traffic by marching, demanding climate action,
and the sacking of “Scotty from Marketing.”
Uni Students for Climate Action plan to con-
tinue the protests weekly and have other
events planned to have the demands met. The
Independent and Peaceful Australia Network
(IPAN) will also be hosting events around
Australia on Saturday, January 25, as part of a
global day of protest against the potential war
on Iran, with Invasion Day rallies the follow-
ing day. &

ANTI-IMPERIALISM IS CLIMATE JUSTICE! PARTY
MEMBERS HOLD SUCCESSFUL FORUM AT THE
STUDENTS OF SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE

Daniel Fisher
On Monday, 13th February
members from the Sydney

Central branch and the Maritime
branch of the Communist Party
of Australia (CPA) held a forum
titled “Anti-Imperialism is
Climate Justice” to an audience
of over forty participants from
around Australia. This forum
occurred as part of the “Students
of Sustainability” (SoS) confer-
ence being run by the Australian
Student Environment Network
(ASEN). ASEN is an explicitly
anti-capitalist environmental
activist student mass organisa-
tion. SoS this year took place
at the University of Sydney
Lidcombe campus.

This forum was organised by
CPA members to make a case for
the environmental movement to
consistently oppose imperialism and
war, expose the dangers of “green
capitalism” and publicise the inter-
nationalist concept of climate debt.

The forum explored the nature
of imperialism through a review
of the historical record of Western
imperialism. This record includes
the colonisation and looting of
the resources of nations in Latin

America, Africa, India, and China.

This process included deliberately
engineered famines, enormous
violence, slavery and genocides,
left formally wealthy coun-

tries like India and China deeply
improvised and constitute some
of the greatest crimes in human
history.

However, to be able to oppose
imperialism consistently, a moral
denunciation of imperialist aggres-
sion and war is insufficient. The
following arguments as to why
environmental movements must
consistently oppose imperialism
were put forward.

Firstly, imperialism is an essen-
tial tool for creating and recreat-
ing a global system of oppression.
Imperialist aggression and wealth
extraction from targeted countries

was essential in the establishment of
capitalism, was crucial in globalis-
ing capitalism and today retains a
role of protecting the international
capitalist order.

Secondly, imperialism is a
severe threat to progressive move-
ments and winning progressive
change, which is essential to win
climate justice. Historically, this
has been seen through aggression
and encirclement against the Soviet
Union and other revolutionary
countries, through organised mili-
tary coups against Chile in 1973
and Bolivia in 2019, and in the
murders of environmental activists
in Latin America by CIA backed
paramilitaries.

And finally, imperialism funda-
mentally involves massive environ-
mental destruction and the threat of
environmental destruction severe
enough to make the planet uninhab-
itable. This is demonstrated by the
use of weapons of war with severe
environmental and health impacts,
the enormous pollution produced

by the military of the USA and the
threat of global nuclear war.

The recent coup in Bolivia was
explored to demonstrate further
the danger of imperialism. It also
explored the manipulative tactics
that the media uses to manufacture
consent for imperialist aggression
and to undermine support for genu-
ine revolts against ruling elites by
the working class.

Finally, the concept of climate
debt was offered as a way of explor-
ing global climate justice. At the
core of climate debt is a recognition
of historic damage and impover-
ishment that the West has inflicted
on the global south and also of the
disproportionate suffering that is
inflicted on the people in the global
south by climate change. The global
south has no responsibility for caus-
ing or having benefited from the
economic systems that are causing
climate change.

The above was clearly summa-
rised to the forum audience with a
quote from Sharon Looremeta, an

advocate for Maasai tribespeople
in Kenya, who have lost at least 5
million cattle to drought in recent
years: “The Maasai community
does not drive 4x4s or fly off on
holidays in airplanes. We have not
caused climate change, yet we are
the ones suffering. This is an injus-
tice and should be stopped right
now.”

The most crucial aspect of cli-
mate debt is the recognition that
western countries owe the global
south reparations for both the his-
toric damage on their societies
from imperial exploitation and for
the developing damage inflicted by
climate change. These reparations
would be crucial to accelerate the
green development of the global
south and promote resilience in a
changing climate.

This forum was successful
and well received by the audi-
ence, which was struck by the
increased need to oppose imperial-
ism while organising to win climate
justice. &
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GOVERNMENT ACTION

Anna Pha

Australia’s bushfires have rung alarm
bells around the world. Their ferocity and
size are unprecedented. The fires have
been raging since September, with the
possibly that the worst months are still to
come. People around the world have been
shocked and shaken by their nature and the
failure of the federal government to have
taken preventative action or to have a plan
in place to deal with them.

The government refused to listen to the
warnings from former fire commissioners back
in April last year that such a disaster was in the
making because of the drought. The govern-
ment refused to meet with them. This is noth-
ing short of criminal negligence.

The government has left it to the heroic
men and women who are fighting these fires
on the ground, risking their lives and health.
They deserve all the praise and gratitude of the
Australian people. Some have lost their lives,
some their homes while saving others. Who
knows what the long-term health effects on
them will be?

Climate change pariah

Australia, like the US, is seen as a cli-
mate change pariah on the world stage. It
took months of fires and public outrage before
coal-carrying Coalition Prime Minster Scott
Morrison could bring himself to acknowledge
a connection between the fires and climate
change.

If he were serious, he would act immedi-
ately to stop the Adani coal mine going ahead.

The bushfires and their toll on human life,
fauna and flora made the daily news in media
outlets around the world. Media commentators
and experts in various fields were shocked that
a Prime Minister could turn his back on such a
disaster of unprecedented nature to take a holi-
day in Hawaii.

They could not believe that there were no
disaster management or mitigation plans to
deal with the fires, let alone a prevention plan.
They were even more incredulous that the men
and women putting their lives and health on the
line are volunteers.

Right to work in safety

Sydney was the first of the capital cities
to be hit hard with smoke from bushfires. Air
quality hit levels below the most polluted
cities in the world. The air was thick, irritating
throats and eyes.

Masks that are being widely sold in phar-
macies and other stores offer little protection,
in particular for the dangerous microscopic
particles being inhaled. These particles can get
in the bloodstream and cause damage to the
heart or kidneys. The smoke also puts people
with cardiovascular and respiratory problems
at serious risk.

Thousands of people protested in Town
Hall Square in Sydney on December 11 over
the government’s inaction on climate change.
The day before the concentration of cancer-
causing PM2.5 particles rose to ten times the
normal level.

A few days earlier, wharfies at Sydney’s
three container ports stopped work. They had
been suffering eye and throat irritation. When
the pollution worsened, they refused to unload
ships. Terminal management had provided
face masks that were deemed by experts to be
ineffective.

Their employers responded saying their
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walk-off was illegal and stood them down
without pay. Paul Keating, a wharf worker
and the deputy secretary of the Sydney
branch of Maritime Union of Australia told
Jacobinmag.com, “The MUA will call out
every boss, every stevedore company, that
thinks they’re going to put profit ahead of our
members’ safety. We will wage campaigns on
them until we deliver in regard to our mem-
bers’ right to work in safety.”

Unions in other industries, in particular in
construction and those covering outdoor work-
ers have also advised their members not to
work in the hazardous conditions.

Enterprise bargaining agreements often
have specific provisions covering extreme
weather conditions. While there are general
laws obliging employers to provide safe work-
ing conditions, it seems more specific con-
ditions covering hazardous pollution in the
atmosphere need to be looked at if workers are
to be protected.

The spread of contract and precarious
employment makes it more difficult to stand up
to bosses in such conditions. Strong protections
are needed to cover workers and their unions
that stand up to protect health and safety.

New realities

Australia must, as a matter of urgency,
train and pay professional fire fighting force.
These fires are not a one-off; they are fuelled
by climate change. Australia has had its hottest
year in human history. Years of drought have
created the fuel for the fires. Water shortages in
some regions impeded firefighting. The Bureau
of Meteorology forecast is for weather condi-
tions could see the fires extend into April.

Firefighters must be adequately equipped
with modern technology and planes. New
methods of firefighting are required. This will
involve research that needs to be funded. It
also requires international co-operation. The
extended fire seasons in the northern and south-
ern hemispheres increasingly overlap, so rely-
ing on the exchange of personnel and planes
will no longer be possible as in the past.

Find out more about the
Communist Partly of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au

emal cpa@cpa.org.au

The window of opportunity for back burn-
ing has almost closed.

These are some of the new realities that the
government must address.

The original custodians of the land man-
aged the land for tens of thousands of years,
using such measures as rotational burning and
regeneration. There is growing recognition that
Indigenous Australians understand the country
and have the knowledge and skills to manage
it. They should be employed permanently to
manage national parks and wildlife.

Some of the fires are so intense that scien-
tists say regeneration cannot occur.

The fires know no borders; a national,
coordinated response is required with action
at the local level. It is ridiculous that in the
twenty-first century that Victoria and NSW
firefighters have incompatible communica-
tions systems!

The international response has been
incredible with fire crews and experts coming
from several countries, including Papua New
Guinea. It demonstrates the collective spirit of
people, as does the incredible response of com-
munities in such a crisis and the millions of
dollars in donations from around Australia and
the world.

This is in sharp contrast to the individual-
ism and lack of humanity promoted and prac-
tised by the government.

Ongoing impact

Climate change is very real; it is here now
and this is only a taste of what is to come if
the “business as usual” attitude continues to
prevail.

No one knows what the long-term impact
will be on the health of the firefighters or on
the people in the affected communities and
the many other volunteers. The inhalation of
smoke particles has already seen a rise in the
number of people with lung and heart condi-
tions. The fire retardants being dropped on fires
are toxic.

What will happen to the thousands of
people who are now homeless or have lost their
jobs or businesses because of the fires? Small
family farms have been devastated. Many have
mortgages, but no means to service them. The
banks might give them a short moratorium, but
eventually they’ll want their money.

The millions of tonnes of greenhouse gases
emitted are still to be estimated. The quality of
Sydney’s drinking water is threatened.

The loss of fauna and flora is extensive
and will have an impact for years to come.
Beekeepers have seen their stock wiped out
and no income from honey. This will also have
a flow-on effect, as almonds, blueberries and

January 20,2020 5

other crops are not pollinated. Supermarkets
are already on the move raising prices for agri-
cultural products.

The government has no plan in place to
address these crises. It makes the occasional
announcement about grants or setting up a
committee to manage the distribution of the
funds. These grants will at best offer some
short-term relief, but what about the longer
term?

The tourism sector is facing a crisis with
cancellations. Even tourist spots in regions that
have not been affected have seen up to fifty
percent of their bookings cancelled. This is the
peak of the season for them.

Will there be any plans regulating where
people can build?

Fund and Plan

The bush fires are not the only disaster
facing Australia. Australia is facing a water
crisis, drought, an ecological crisis, rising
oceans and as Mildura recently experienced
horrendous dust storms — all of which are
linked to climate change.

The government must immediately bring
together the scientists and other experts who
are capable of developing a plan to deal with
these interconnected crises and to take pre-
ventative action and carry out mitigation; this
includes rapid response teams and mecha-
nisms. Research is vital.

Some of the $38 billion wasted on the mili-
tary could be put to better use training them in
firefighting. The military sector is the worst of
all polluters.

Such measures will entail expenditure,
but nothing like the cost to the people and
the environment if they are not implemented.
They could be funded by slashing the military
budget and by axing the billions in dollars in
subsidies to the fossil fuel sector.

Central to all actions is a just transition
to renewable energy and other measures to
cut greenhouse gas emissions. Australia has
the resources to lead the world on the path
to carbon neutrality or even better. However,
the political will is lacking at the government
level. The government remains in the pockets
of the big miners.

People rightly turned their backs on the
Prime Minister in Cobargo; after all, he and his
government turned their backs on the people
as have successive governments before them.

They are angry with good reason. The time
is long overdue to throw this mob out and elect
a government of a new type that governs for
the people and the planet. &
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The Aboriginal race, the original inhab-
itants of Australia, are among the most
exploited peoples in the world. Not only are
inhuman exploitation, forced labour and
actual slavery forced upon the Aborigines,
but a campaign of mass physical extermi-
nation is being and has been carried on
against them. Until to-day less than 60,000
full bloods have survived the murder drive
— out of the million or more who inhabited
Australia less than one and a half centuries
ago.
Such gentle British colonising devices as
“Abo shooting hunts,” poisoning of the only
water holes in the desert country, cyanide in
the meat, and strychnine in the flour, police
shooting parties, burning the bush over their
heads, segregating sexes, kidnapping the chil-
dren — particularly females — and putting them
to work hundreds of miles away from their
race and parents, killing off the game on the
territory inhabited by Aborigines, thus starv-
ing them to death, arresting without any war-
rant or for that matter, any cause whatever, the
most virile men in the tribes (after killing off
the aged and infirm) and forcing the arrested
to work with chains around their necks on
Government roads and for station owners,
issuing licences to any capitalist desiring to
employ “unlimited numbers of natives without
pay for an indefinite period,” setting up organi-
sations of crawlers and kidnappers, known as
“Aborigines Protection Boards” [APB Ed] to
enslave the remaining members of the tribes,
and “Mission Stations,” under dope-peddlers
to muster the youth so that they can be sold
into slavery — such truly British methods were
used, and are still being used to enslave the
Australian Aborigines and to totally extermi-
nate the race so that the crimes of British and
Australian imperialists may be covered up.

No political right

The Aborigines have no political, social,
or economic rights, no right to have property;
they are denied education, or to have schools
of their own; intellectuals from among the
Aborigines are not allowed to practice their
professions; the tribal customs and arts are
stifled; wages are not to be paid to Aboriginal
workers excepting to the amount of 10/- per
week, but the Government gets 5/- of this
amount for the APB, and no wages at all to be
paid by holders of licences. Although subject to
all the penalties of the capitalist criminal code
in the courts of justice (?) Aborigines have no
status therein, and their evidence is inadmissi-
ble in “mixed” cases.

Police accusers have the right (and exercise
it) to beat and even shoot the accused until they
plead “guilty” to whatever crime the police
desire to place upon them.

Individuals who expose the maltreat-
ment of Aborigines, or who discover the burnt
remains of whole tribes, and demand inquiries,
are officially threatened with death, and trans-
ported. (Rev. E R B. Gribble, 1926 massacre.)
When inquiries are held into police murders
of Aborigines, and the inquiries are remark-
ably few, police only are put on the Inquiry
Commission (exposure of Constable Murray,
1928-9), and always find the massacres “justi-
fied” because the victims “did not stop when
the King’s name was called out to them” —
this, despite the fact that they cannot under-
stand English.

Women persecuted

The women of the Aboriginal race are sub-
jected to terrifying experiences — there is no
protection of them, despite the “ordinances”
that appear on the statute books. Not only are
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DRAFT PROGRAM OF STRUGGLE
AGAINST SLAVERY; FULL
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL RIGHTS (1931)

they the legitimate prey of the station owners,
government officials, but the so-called “pro-
tectors of the Aborigines” have been proved
to have raped the women without any action
being taken. The tribal natives who object to
this practice are murdered for their objections,
but should one native be successful in prevent-
ing his own murder, and succeed in killing the
station owner, then “drastic steps” are taken,
not only against him, but against the whole
tribe, which is thereupon exterminated by an
infuriated mob led by the mounted constable
“protectors” of the Aborigines. Mothers and
fathers have no right to their own children,
and police, APB rats, or others appointed, may
kidnap them at any time, in any place, without
the knowledge of the parents, and hire the chil-
dren out as slaves, gaol them on fake charges,
or put them in “homes” of correction. This
happens every day in all parts of Australia, not
only to full-blooded Aborigines, but to half-
castes as well.

Aborigines (full or half-caste) who take
part in politics are subject to the vilest of terror,
denied the right to live, and threatened with
their children being taken from them, and they
themselves with being gaoled for “cattle steal-
ing” or any other charge that may be consid-
ered necessary.

Starvation rations

In NSW the scale of rations of Aborigines
is 3/10 per week for adults and 1/10 for chil-
dren — little more than half that granted to
white workers — which is just part of the gen-
eral drive against the Aborigines to make their
standard of living considerably lower than that
for other unemployed workers, and is part of
the drive to exterminate the race.

Under the regime of the social fascist
Labor governments, Federal and State, the vic-
timisation and exploitation of the Aborigines
are intensified and repressive measures on
the part of the police are encouraged. The
Scullin government recently raised the scale
of “wages” for the Aborigines, but in the same
ordinance takes 50 percent, of these “wages”
for itself, whilst in no way enforcing payment
to the Aborigines.

Hitherto, the conditions of the Aborigines
have not been considered, by workers in the
revolutionary movement, and the rank and
file organisation set up by the Aborigines was
allowed to be broken up by the APB, the mis-
sionaries, and the police, but henceforth no
struggle of the white workers must be permit-
ted without demands for the aborigines being
championed; no political campaigns without
political programs applicable to our fellow
exploited — the Aborigines — being formulated.

The fifty thousand Aborigines in the
Federal territories, the few hundred in each
State, and the tens of thousands of half-caste
workers in each State and the territory must
be mobilised around the program of demands
outlined below. The white workers in unions,
and in other mass organisations, the intellec-
tuals, scientists, and humanitarians; must all
unite with the Communist Party in a common
fighting front against murderous, rapacious
imperialism, and help win back for the natives
of Australia part of their native country and
common rights as human beings.

The Communist Party, speaking in the
name of white and black workers of Australia,
demands:

(1) Full and equal rights of all Aborigines
— economically, socially, and politically — with
white races.

(2) Absolute political freedom for
Aborigines and half-castes; right to mem-
bership in, and right to organise, political,
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economic and cultural organisations, “mixed,”
or Aboriginal. Right, to participate in dem-
onstrations and public affairs. Right to leave
Australia as full citizens.

(3) Removal of all colour restrictions on
aborigines or half-castes, in professions, sports,
etc. Aboriginal intellectuals, school teach-
ers, etc., not to be prevented from practising
because of the “colour line.”

(4) Cancellation of all licenses to employ
aborigines without pay. Cancellation of all
indentures and forced labour conditions from
aborigines, and payment at full wages for all
time worked.

(5) Prohibition of slave and forced labour,
whether through the APB, police, indentures,
missions, or otherwise, and compensation for
all previously employed.

(6) Unconditional release from gaol of all
aborigines or half-castes, and no further arrests
until Aboriginal juries can hear and decide
cases.

(7) Abolition of Aborigines Protection
Boards — Capitalism’s slave recruiting agen-
cies and terror organisations against aborigines
and half-castes.

(8) Absolute prohibition of the kidnapping
of Aboriginal children by the APB, whether to
hire them out as slaves, place them in “mis-
sions,” gaols or “correction” homes.

(9) Full and unrestricted right of Aboriginal
and half-caste parents to heir children without
living in constant fear that the APB or mission
stations will kidnap them to send into slavery.

(10) Aboriginal children to be permitted to
attend public and high schools and to sit for all
examinations,

(11) Liquidation of all missions and so-
called homes for aborigines, as these are part
of the weapons being used to exterminate the
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Aboriginal race by segregating the sexes and
sending the young girls into slavery,

(12) Full right of the aborigines to develop
native culture. Right to establish their own
schools, train their own teachers, for the chil-
dren of the aborigines and half-castes. The
Australian Government to make available sums
of money for such purposes, to be paid into and
controlled by committees comprised solely of
aborigines and half-castes.

(13) Unemployed aborigines to be paid
sums not less than other workers as unemploy-
ment allowance. Employed workers to have the
7-hour day, 5-day week, with pay at the same
rates as other races.

(14) The handing over to the aborigines
of large tracts of watered and fertile country,
with towns, seaports, railways, roads, etc., to
become one or more independent Aboriginal
states or republics. The handing back to the
aborigines of all Central, Northern, and North
West Australia to enable the aborigines to
develop their native pursuits. These Aboriginal
republics to be independent of Australian or
other foreign powers. To have the right to
make treaties with foreign owners, including
Australia, establish their own army, govern-
ments, industries, and in every way be inde-
pendent of imperialism.

Workers, Intellectuals, humanitarians,
scientists, anti-imperialists, fight for these
demands for the Aboriginal race. Prevent
Capitalism exterminating this race through
bare-faced murder or slavery.

Struggle with the aborigines against
Australian Imperialism!

Workers and oppressed peoples of all
lands, unite! Smash Imperialism!

*This article originally appeared in The
Workers’ Weekly, September 25, 1931 &
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Paul Mortier

IT is just 168 years since Captain Arthur
Phillip, RN, landed in Sydney Cove and
began the founding of a new nation.

We celebrate this on January 26. But our
press barons, declare each year that “nobody
knows” what is it we celebrate.

To the wealthy and guilty men who control
our country all talk of our national traditions is
embarrassing.

Phillip arrived here with a commission to
found a penal colony that would, in the short-
est possible time, cease to be a drain on the
British treasury.

The convicts, after serving their time,
were to be settled on small blocks of land, thus
making the whole colony self-supporting.

This seemed a good scheme for the British
capitalists.

They were in their palmy days. Children
worked from about 5 years old on for anything
up to 16 to 18 hours a day.

Labour was plentiful and cheap as the new
machinery smashed the livelihood of spinners,
weavers and other such people.

Enclosures were still dispossessing people
from land that had been theirs for centuries.

Trade unions were banned, and the workers
denied all political and social rights.

As one historian has written: “You could
be hanged for protesting against the horrors of
18th century England or for remaining mute ...
You could be hanged for stealing a deer — but
you could not be hanged for stealing the com-
mons from the people. You could be hanged for
stealing a handkerchief — but you were quite
safe if you stole the air that was needed, by the
children who worked in the new factories for
12 hours a day. Thus was a nice balance main-
tained and Englishmen continued to sing that
they never, never would be slaves!”

For lesser crimes, men could be trans-
ported. Hence the British capitalists, having
lost America had great need of Australia.

But although Phillip argued and cajoled,
the British Government was not prepared to
spend any more than the absolute minimum on
the new venture.

Phillip was provided with inferior seed,
broken tools and broken men and women.

Nevertheless, by the time he left the colony
he had established 172 farmers on small plots.
A hundred were ex-convicts; the remainder
were former marine and seamen.

But when Phillip left the military took
over.

The officer clique, dominated by John
MacArthur was concerned neither for the
British treasury nor the welfare, of the poor
wretches in their care.

Their only concern was the acquiring of
wealth as quickly as possible.

They therefore introduced the traffic in
rum. This rotted the morale of all possible
opposition — and also returned a very nice
profit.
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WHY THE WEALTHY MEN TRY TO
BURY OUR TRADITIONS (1956)
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You could be hanged for stealing a
deer - but you could not be hanged for
stealing the commons from the people.

They took charge of the commissary — the
only market for the wheat grown by the small
farmers and the only source of food for the
hungry men and women who laboured.

Out of peoples’ hunger and toil they made
themselves’ a profit; they distributed the land
among themselves, and staffed it with convicts
to toil for them.

It was only after all this that the idea of
sheep raising occurred to them. The sheep
were to put the seal of permanence on their
achievements.

Governor after governor tried to break
their evil traffic and their open defiance of the
British Government.

When [Governor — Ed] Bligh looked likely
to succeed, MacArthur organised an armed
revolt against him.

Profits were always more important than
loyalty to the ruling class.

In 1808, the King’s representatives were
betrayed for the sake of wealth.

In 1955 the whole nation is betrayed.
Foreign shipowners and American monopolies
loot our country. And the Australian million-
aires and their government, stooges, stand by
for a share of the spoils.

No wonder the press barons want to forget
the past.

Look briefly at the record of the wealthy
men.

The rum traffic and treason founded their
wealth; convictism, and its brutal exploitations
consolidated it.

They have corrupted union leaders, and
shot rank and file workers.

They have raped the soil and robbed the
people.

Today, they prate in their papers about the
“disloyalty” of wharfies’ leaders fighting to

extract some small degree of justice from the
ship-owners’ excess profits.

But the workers have never been disloyal
to our country. They hewed the roads out of
the rocks, tilled the soil, built the factories, and
brought the minerals out of its depths.

The working people have always defended
our country’s independence, and fought for our
liberties.

The working people are Australia.

That is why the enemies of the working
people want to “forget” the significance of
January 26.

For their past is soaked in rum and trea-
son; their present is a sordid deal with a foreign
power; and they have no future.

This article originally appeared in Tribune,
January 25, 1956. &

EQUALITY FOR THE FIRST AUSTRALIANS (1954)

AFTER waiting in the cells for
three days, Bruce Pott was sen-
tenced to 14 days’ jail for drink-
ing. Not for drunkenness, but just
for drinking.

Because Bruce Pott is an
Aborigine. Doug Lockwood, who
sent the story from Darwin to the
Sydney Sun, explained that Bruce
Pott was brought up as a white man
— but it was an offence for him to be
found in Darwin after hours, or to
have a drink.

Some time ago in Darwin, the
Aborigines went on strike against
conditions such as these and for the
right to draw a living wage.

One of their leaders, Walters,

was railroaded out of town, 1,000
miles south.

Only a nation-wide struggle by
the trade union movement saved him
from his exile.

And before that, Clancy and
Dooley at Port Hedland were vic-
tims of brutality because they
refused to accept passively the squat-
ters’ exploitation. They even had the
temerity to launch a co-operative.
And before that ... the chain contin-
ues unbroken right back to the earli-
est days of settlement.

Right back to when Musquito
hid in terror in the bush and watched
wide-eyed the white man perform
the magic of agriculture.

But despite all his caution,
Musquito eventually broke one of
the white man’s laws — and was sent
to Tasmania.

There he taught his new people
the rudiments of agriculture that
his keen mind had absorbed from
watching the white men around Port
Jackson.

But Musquito was forced to
change from farmer into warrior.

Governor Arthur decreed that the
Blacks must be exterminated.

In military strategy and cour-
age they far excelled his unwilling
conscripts — but in numbers and fire-
power they were no match.

Finally, Musquito was seriously

wounded, brought to Hobart Town
and hanged. But his people fought
bitterly, until a missionary brick-
layer, going amongst them with
a bible, not a rifle, was able to find
only a handful to lead to the island
prison selected for them.

There a few years later the last
surviving Tasmanian Aborigine died.

From Musquito to Bruce Pott —
the pattern is unchanged.

The Aboriginal people have been
the victim of those who exploit all
toiling people.

In the Soviet Union there were
people at approximately the same
level of social development as
the Aborigines. The people of the

Chirkutsk peninsula, the Eskimoes
and others.

But these people today are proud
and equal partners in the Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics.

From them we can learn how to
eradicate the stain from our national
history, left by more than a century
and a half of ill-treatment of our
native people.

From them the Aboriginal people
can learn how to march forward,
hand in hand with their white toil-
ing brothers to a future of freedom,
equality and human decency.

This article originally appeared in

Tribune, January 27, 1954. &
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Thank you

Dear Editor
Thank you for continuing to be a non-Mur-
doch source of news. To be activists we need
to know what is going on. We get enough of
the corporate, profit-driven propaganda.
Thank you, again.

Back in August last year I was caught
embellishing a Jaguar billboard in Rushcutters
Bay, Sydney. I don’t know how many times I

had walked the dog past the wretched thing;
showing a front-on, new model Jag with the
lights on, it said “sorry if this appears aggres-
sive ....” I could not stand it anymore — that and
the media silence on the 500 people Australia
is holding as political hostages in PNG and on
Nauru. So, I wrote with liquid chalk “Sorry if
it seems aggressive to hold hundreds of inno-
cent people in concentration camps. But this
is Australia.” When I turned around, the cops
were there.

The hearing on graffiti charges is on
Tuesday March 10. I intend to somehow charge
the Australian state with murder of refugees.
We will be having a demonstration for refu-
gee and human rights at 9 am at the front of
the Downing Centre court building in Sydney.
There will be music and short speeches. All
welcome.

We have received many statements of sup-
port. One was from Eva Cox, the academic
and campaigner, recalling her experience as a
refugee, and what drove her and her mother
to flee their country, Austria: the takeover by
Germany in 1938, and the passivity of the

population in the face of persecution of the
Jewish minority (and others). My father got
out of Vienna and Austria for the same reason.
Meanwhile, all Guardian readers are
welcome to our weekly (Fridays 5pm)
“Happenings” at the Sydney Town Hall steps.
We are in solidarity with all other refugee soli-
darity groups. A shout out to the other weekly
demonstrations in Melbourne (Hi, Kerry and
friends), Newcastle (Hi Niko and friends) and
Adelaide.
With best wishes,
Stephen Langford

Bushfire smoke

Bushfire smoke from Australia has almost
circled the globe and is coming back to
where it had started. Thousands of people
are involved in protecting the land, the
people, the animals and built structures.
There is an tremendous good will and com-
passion which drives millions of people to
help in which ever way they can — either
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knitting little socks for burnt animals, like
a group of crafters does in Britain, donat-
ing money and time, organizing fund rais-
ers, etc.

Daily papers carry many stories which
show compassion and solidarity. I feel that
one group of people does not get enough cov-
erage for the magnificent work that it does.
And that is our trade unions. It is worth noting
that CFMEU was one of the first to donate
$100,000, followed by many other unions.
Union members are encouraged to seek assist-
ance from their unions and they are offered
help. It is trade unions that care about the mem-
bers’ health when their members are affected
by smoke and pollution.

Bush fires will come to an end and the
aftermath will be as critical as the present fight
against fires. People will be working in dan-
gerous conditions while dealing with re-build-
ing properties. Asbestos and other dangerous
materials will have to be dealt with and those
workers will certainly need their trade unions
to make sure their working conditions are safe.

anonymous

FILM REVIEW

SORRY WE MISSED YOU

Eileen Whitehead

Ken Loach, now 83, has done it again: along with his
collaborator of twenty years, Paul Laverty, his latest film
could hardly be more contemporary showing, as it does,
the devastation wrought in the lives of the English work-
ing-class after decades of Conservative rule. The idea of
a film on the subject of the working poor came to Loach
when working on I, Daniel Blake, after seeing people who
were working still having to queue at food banks.

The “gig” economy now employs 4.7 million British work-
ers according to the Trades Union Congress. It consists of
“being your own boss,” which means unlimited working hours,
no holidays, no sick pay — get sick and you’re screwed. A few
have benefitted in that they’ve become the “fat-cat” consultants,
but most are the army of the invisible poor, working well below
the minimum wage.

Sorry We Missed You tells the story of a northern English
couple. Ricky Turner drives a delivery van set up with a GPS
which beeps if he’s out of the van for more than two minutes.
One scene shows another driver passing him, on his first day,
with a plastic bottle to urinate in because his electronically-
monitored timetable doesn’t allow toilet breaks! His wife Abbie
is an aged-care worker, whose daily schedule only allows 20
minutes to wash and feed each person, for which she is paid,
but her travel time is unpaid — so, effectively, she is only receiv-
ing a living wage for one-third of an hour. The end of each day
shows them exhausted.

Loach has said his decision to concentrate on delivery

drivers was because their case is one of obvious exploitation.
Many of the impoverished workers, although legally self-
employed, were on insecure contracts, yet they bear all the risks
traditionally shouldered by employers. He stressed that a driver
has to buy his own van and hence has a massive repayment
which means he has to keep working. Apparently getting their
stories involved some nimble negotiations by Laverty — jump-
ing in and out of participating drivers’ vans! This involvement
revealed that the drivers, due to their schedules, didn’t have
time to eat: he learnt of a diabetic driver who died of a fit due to
missed hospital appointments.

Ricky is played by Kris Hitchens who started out as an actor
but is now a plumber by trade and Abbie is played by Debbie
Honeywood, who was employed as a teaching assistant in a
few of Newecastle’s toughest schools. Although not a profes-
sional actor, her experiences have given her the toughness and
empathy needed for the role. As they struggle to earn a decent
income, their home life deteriorates, and the edifying impression
I got was that no-one could care less, because everyone was run-
ning around in ever-narrowing circles getting deeper and deeper
in debt, while life passed them by.

I won’t spoil your viewing with more information before
seeing this excellent film and will only say that it confirms in my
mind how endless Tory regimes are reintroducing the Victorian
era class system. A fair society needs a socialist planned econ-
omy and nationalised public services. An unregulated “gig”
economy is unworkable and I personally believe the most recent
electoral backlash in the UK is a roar of anger blaming the EU.
Perhaps a look closer to home is needed? &

I, DANIEL BLAKE
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MAS ORGANIZES FORCES FOR
UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN BOLIVIA

Milagros Pichardo Pérez

On May 3, general elections will
be held in Bolivia and although
the most widely supported party,
the Movement for Socialism
(MAS), has not yet chosen its
candidates for President and Vice
President of the Republic, the
names of several possible nomi-
nees are circulating.

After almost two months in
exile, following the coup against Evo
Morales, Foreign Minister Diego
Pary announced that he will return
to the Andean nation to represent
indigenous peoples and other social
movements in Bolivia.

Speaking on a local radio sta-
tion, Pary stated that he is grateful
to the social movements that have
put his name on the table among
MAS pre-candidates. “I come from
the social movements ... and, within
that framework, I will always be
ready to serve in whatever capacity
is decided.”

Other potential MAS candidates
are former Foreign Minister David
Choquehuanca, as well as Economy
Minister Luis Arce, and coca union
leader Andrénico Rodriguez.

The official MAS candidate
will be announced on January 19 at
a press conference in Argentina by
Bolivia’s Constitutional President,
Evo Morales, who called for a mas-
sive mobilisation in the nation and
said he would present a report on his
administration’s work.

According to a study by the
Bolivian television channel Unitel,
the Movement for Socialism is
leading polls in the run-up to the
Presidential elections. The survey
indicates that a MAS candidate will
win 20.7 percent of the vote, five
percentage points ahead of the clos-
est rival, de facto President, Jeanine
Afez, with 15.7 percent.

The analysis places right-wing
leader and candidate in the cancelled
elections of October 20, 2019, Carlos
Mesa, in third place with 13.8 per-
cent of the vote.

According to teleSUR, the
survey was carried out on December
21-30, 2019 and has a margin of
error of 2.5 percent, giving the
results a high level of reliability.

The Bolivian Supreme Electoral
Tribunal will officially convoke
Presidential elections on January 6
and the MAS candidate will be called
upon to defend the same government
program presented by Morales in
past elections and the accomplish-
ments of his years in office.

On November 10, a coup against
President Evo Morales, orches-
trated by the United States and the
Organization of American States
(OAS), was consummated after
commanding officers of the armed
forces and the police joined in call-
ing for his resignation on the pretext
of maintaining peace, while making
false accusation of irregularities in
the October elections.

Granma @&

Bolivia’s Constitutional President, Evo Morales.

CONGRATULATIONS FOR

HISTORIC ALL INDIA STRIKE

The Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) (CPI(M)) congratu-
lates the working class, peasants,
agricultural workers, students,
and other democratic sections for
the magnificent strike across the
country on 8th January despite
large scale arrests and repression.

The joint platform of the trade
unions and different federations
has successfully underlined the
extremely difficult conditions of
livelihood which remains ravaged
by the policies of the Modi govern-
ment, through their magnificent col-
lective action. The strike across all
sections of the economy was excel-
lent due to extremely enthusiastic
participation of industrial workers

both in the organised and unorgan-
ised sectors, as well as the finan-
cial and other service sectors. The
strike was particularly pronounced
in [Public Sector Enterprises], trans-
port, tea, jute, engineering, and
scheme workers.

A new feature of the all India
strike was the large participation of
the peasantry and agricultural work-
ers in the rural areas to highlight the
severity of agrarian distress.

The student organisations had
also given the call for a strike to
highlight the severity of increasing
costs of education and assault on
democracy in the campuses which
came into sharp focus with the recent
assaults in Jamia, [Aligarh Muslim
University], and [Jawaharlal Nehru

University]. The college and uni-
versity students have played a big
role in spreading the message of the
strike with the particular concern for
the defence of the Indian constitu-
tion. School, college, and university
teachers participated widely.

The general strike was total in
Kerala. In Tripura, braving the bru-
tality of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the state administration,
the strike was near total. Strike
was complete in Manipur. In West
Bengal, the strike was extremely
vibrant and widespread with the All
India Trinamool Congress (TMC) led
state administration doing everything
possible to foil the bandh. The strike
was very significant in Assam, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Punjab Odisha, Madhya

Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Maharashtra
and in many other states.

The Polit Bureau is confi-
dent that the voice of the workers
and other sections of the working
people together with students and
other democratic sections should
redouble the resolve and defeat the
back-breaking economic policies
of impoverishing the overwhelm-
ing majority of our working people,
divisive policies of polarisation, fur-
thering the fascistic onslaughts to
undermine the very foundations of
the constitutional principles of the
republic. The strike action today
paves the way for even broader unity
of the people through forging might-
ier struggles.

Peoplesdemocracy.in &
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The following is the text of a statement
issued jointly on 8th January 2020, by
the Tudeh Party of Iran, the Communist
Party USA, and the Communist Party of
Britain. It was issued in the wake of the
US assassination of Iranian Gen. Qasem
Soleimani in Iraq and the launching

of retaliatory missile strikes by Iran at
US-occupied bases in Iraq. It predates
information that was later revealed
concerning Iran’s unintentional downing
of Ukraine International Airlines Flight
752 on the same day in the midst of the
escalation.

The assassination on Friday, 3rd January
2020 in Baghdad, Iraq of Qasem Soleimani,
the Commander of Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps’ (IRGC)
extra-territorial Quds Force — and Abu
Mahdi al-Mohandis, head of Iraq’s Kataib
Hezbollah, together with several other
Iranian, Iraqi, and Lebanese nationals
— on the order of US President Donald
Trump is a clear violation of both Iraqi
national sovereignty and international law.
Our parties condemn it unreservedly.

We also condemn the subsequent threats
of Trump against Iran, threatening to strike 52
sites in that country, including cultural sites.
Furthermore, we view the Iranian regime’s
threat to hit US personnel and interests in the
region as a dangerous and irresponsible posi-
tion that serves only to escalate tension.

The missile strikes on US bases in Iraq on
Wednesday, 8th January, by the IRGC clearly
heightened tension and threatened to bring
about an all-out war with USA. It is clear that
these bellicose moves have the potential to
transform Iraq once again into a regional and
international battlefield and immerse a swathe
of countries in yet another bloodbath.

Our parties urgently caution that this

International

IRANIAN, US, BRITISH COMMUNISTS
ISSUE JOINT STATEMENT ON
MIDEAST WAR DANGER

reckless brinkmanship is relentlessly pushing
the US and its allies, including Britain, Israel
and Saudi Arabia, together with Iran and its
regional supporters, closer to the point of no
return, greatly increasing the danger of all-out
war in the Middle East and even of catastrophic
global confrontation. We condemn the fanning
of the flames of conflict by the mass media
of the US, Britain, and Iran, whose jingoistic
lies and distortions seek to justify unprovoked
aggression and win popular support for escala-
tion and war.

We note that the execution of the assassi-
nation plan was carefully and cynically timed
by the US president to distract public attention
away from domestic problems — his impeach-
ment for abuse of power and obstruction of
Congress and major social issues in the forth-
coming US 2020 elections. His action under-
mines the constitution of the US and shows
that he will stop at absolutely nothing in his
ruthless pursuit of both US hegemony and per-
sonal power.

The assassination and its aftermath are
taking place in an environment in which ten-
sions have been deliberately stoked for more
than two decades. The present “tinder box” is a
concoction fuelled by the adventurous policies
of US imperialism — including harsh sanc-
tions against Iran, withdrawal from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and
continuing military presence in Iraq —together
with the interventionist policies and actions of
the Iranian theocratic regime, particularly its
Quds Force, across the region. At the same
time, the sectarian-religious divisions adopted
by successive Iraqi governments over the past
sixteen years have damaged that country’s
national sovereignty.

Every effort must therefore be made to
defuse tension, prevent an escalation of the
current crisis, and avoid another disastrous
direct or proxy military conflict in the region.
To this end, all foreign interventions in Iraq and
Iran must be stopped. None of the protagonists
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should be allowed to drive the region into a
bloody war, which will serve only the interests
of the most reactionary and right-wing forces
in the region and beyond and line the pockets
of shareholders of the vast military-industrial
complexes of the world.

Even the threat of war further hurts the
popular movements against corruption and
mismanagement and for freedom and social
justice in Iran, Iraq, and other neighbouring
countries. These have already been met with
brutal and violent suppression. All-out war will
rain death and destruction on millions of inno-
cent people and quash their long struggle for
basic rights and the possibility of determining a
future of their own choosing. It is only in peace
that the ordinary working people of countries
such as Iran and Iraq can continue this struggle.

Our parties call on the United Nations, its
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agencies, and the international community to
help find peaceful approaches to resolve the
current issues in the region. We appeal to the
peace movement across the world to mobilize
public opinion against war and pressure jin-
goistic, pro-war governments and forces into
retreat, while there is still time. US imperial-
ism and the Iranian dictatorship are disarmed
and toothless without them.

Finally, we commit ourselves to and
call for the widest solidarity with the work-
ing class and people of Iran and Iraq in their
difficult struggle through the dark days and
months ahead. A peaceful solution is possible.
Together, and only together, we can deliver it.

Communist Party of Britain

Tudeh Party of Iran

Communist Party USA
From People’s World &

IRAQI COMMUNISTS WARN AGAINST
USING THE COUNTRY IN TIT-FOR-TAT WAR

Steve Sweeny

Iraqi communists called for
the international community
to respect national sovereignty
today, warning against the coun-
try being used as an arena for war
between the US and Iran.

In a statement issued in
response to Iran’s retaliatory mis-
sile attack on the US bases in bases
in Ain al-Assad in Anbar and Harir
in Erbil, the Iragi Communist Party
(ICP) demanded an end to “flagrant
violations” to ensure the safety and
security of Iraqi citizens.

Tensions have escalated

dangerously after US President
Donald Trump ordered the assassi-
nation of Iranian Quds force com-
mander General Qasem Soleimani
in a drone attack at Baghdad airport
last week.

Mr Trump claimed in a tele-
vised speech on Wednesday that the
Iranians appeared to be “standing
down” after the revenge attack on
the US military bases.

But in the hours after the speech
missiles were fired at the so-called
green zone in Baghdad, with one
reportedly landing close to the US
embassy.

Abdollah Araghi, a member of

Iran’s joint chiefs of staff, said the
Revolutionary Guard “will impose a
harsher revenge on the enemy in the
near future.”

The ICP however said it stood
“firmly against turning our home-
land into an arena to settle accounts
and implement tit-for-tat revenge
operations.”

It said the current developments
stemmed from an absence of seri-
ous efforts by the Iraqi government,
which itself remains fractured after
months of protests.

“All parties are required to exer-
cise restraint, prudence and wisdom,
and to prevent our people, youth,

and wealth fuelling a war with
which our people have nothing to
do,” the party statement said.

“Our people’s choices and will
have to be respected, being the mas-
ters of their own destiny and their
independent national decision-mak-
ing, away from external pressures,
threats and interference in their
internal affairs.”

Iraqis have suffered greatly
through wars and sanctions —
including the illegal US-led inva-
sion and occupation of 2003 which
destabilised the region and led to
the rise of jihadist groups including
Isis and al-Qaida.

The ICP warned against a return
to those times “full of tragedies and
disasters” and said Iraqis must be
allowed to build their lives away
from violence, hatred, corruption,
and sectarian power-sharing.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif warned Mr
Trump against continued military
spending in the Middle East after
the US President continued to brag
about the size of military forces and
advanced equipment in the region.

“Beautiful military equipment
does not rule the world: people do,”
he said.
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