Franc Stregone

Last Wednesday in the Senate the Coalition
managed to repeal the “Medevac” law
37-35. Earlier this year, the medical evacu-
ation (Medevac) law — or “the Medevac
Bill” — manage to pass both houses deliver-
ing the Morrison government one of its first
substantial defeats. The Medevac Bill was
a set of amendments to the Home Affairs
Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous
Measures) Bill 2018. These amendments
imbued greater authority to medical opin-
ions of doctors in granting asylum seekers
medical evacuation to Australia. The bill
was a step forward for Australia’s draco-
nian immigration laws.

However, now that progress has been
demolished. While Labor, the Greens, and
Centre Alliance opposed the repeal, the
Coalition, One Nation, and independent sena-
tor Cory Bernardi supported it. Jacqui Lambie
held the tipping vote. She voted in support of
the repeal.

Last month, many lauded Senator Lambie
for voting against the Ensuring Integrity Bill,
despite her failed, last-minute attempts to
negotiate amendments. Now, Lambie finds
herself at the centre of the nationwide scorn.
And rightfully so. The Guardian (UK) found
that 42 percent of Australians thought that
“the medevac procedures strike a balance
between strong borders and humane treatment
for people in offshore detention.” A further 23
percent believed the measures didn’t “go far
enough to provide humane treatment for people
in offshore detention.”

Why did Senator Lambie vote to repeal the
bill? National security. Lambie held “that the
conditions that led to medevac being passed
aren’t the same as the conditions today” and
that “the world in which this vote takes place
is different.” This excuse didn’t fly with Labor
and the Greens, as news broke out of a “secret
deal” between Lambie and Coalition. Labor
Senator Penny Wong, worried that cabinet min-
isters were voting expressed concerns “for a
bill on a deal you haven’t seen.” Despite the
opaqueness, an emotional Lambie defended the
sincerity of her vote; “I know that’s frustrating
to people and I get that. I don’t like holding
things back like this. But when I say I can’t
discuss it publicly due to national security con-
cerns, I am being 100 percent honest to you.
[...] I put up to the government a proposal to
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Senator Jacquiline Lambie, leader and founder of the Jacqui Lambie Network and Senator Pauline Hanson of the One Nation Party.

work with me on, to secure my support for the
passage of the repeal of medevac.”

However, this account was at odds with the
Coalition’s version of events. The Coalition
denied the existence of any deal with Senator
Mathias Cormann stating, “Let me just make
the most important point right up front — there
is no secret deal. [...] Let me repeat that again.
There is no secret deal.” The two different
accounts prompted Greens Senator Richard
Di Natale to ask, “Who’s lying? Who’s lying?
Minister Cormann, are you lying? Or is Senator
Lambie lying?”

Several media outlets have speculated that
the “secret deal” in question was the govern-
ment accepting the resettlement offer from
New Zealand. However, Senator Lambie
refused to comment when asked and Prime
Minister Scott Morrison, like his colleague in
the Senate, also denied a “secret deal.” One
Nation Senator Pauline Hanson was unmoved
by Labor’s arguments regarding the lack of
transparency stating, “I will not sit here and
listen to the Labor Party, greater than all thou,
as if they’ve never done their deals.”

Senator Hanson, in her support of the
repeal, repeated the same xenophobic reasons

she usually shares on policies concerning
immigration. Hanson stated that those in
detention did not have “good character,” that
“they’re rapists” and “thugs,” and that ulti-
mately “they don’t belong here in Australia.”
Hanson also said that refugees were “swallow-
ing stones” in an attempt to get permanent resi-
dency in Australia.

Hanson’s conclusion glosses over and
ignores that self-harm, which is a result
of the inhuman conditions, has risen. The
ABC reported that, according to data by the
Australian government, “the highest rates
of self-harm occurred in offshore detention,
at 260 incidents per 1,000 people on Nauru
and 54 incidents per 1,000 people on Manus
Island.”

So what happens to those in detention that
need medical assistance now? Back in October,
when a medevac repeal was being discussed an
alliance of 11 groups went to Canberra to dis-
cuss the potential devastating effects the repeal
would have. Simon Judkins, president of the
Australasian College for Emergency Medicine,
stated that he believed it was“a robust proc-
ess” and that “people [were] getting the care
they need.” John Allan, The president of the

Royal Australian and New Zealand College of
Psychiatrists, stated that “the [medevac system]
is a valuable safeguard for the government, the
people in offshore detention and the medical
practitioners that provide their care.” Allan also
stressed the concerns about the “very detrimen-
tal effects” the medevac repeal could have on
vulnerable persons, that their health be made
a “priority.”

In a joint statement, these 11 groups stated
that “previous delays and failures to transfer
ill asylum seekers resulted in preventable suf-
fering.” Therefore, as a result of this policy
reversal, the devastating effects on the psychol-
ogy and physical health of refugees in deten-
tion knows no bounds. On top of the potential
magnitude of the negative effects on the health
of refugees, their basic rights are also being
violated.

On this point, after the repeal, Senator Di
Natale stated, “Medical care is a fundamental
human right, and today the government, along
with Senator Jacqui Lambie, voted to remove
that fundamental human right to people who
are suffering.” &

“Medical care is a fundamental human right, and today the
government, along with Senator Jacqui Lambie, voted to remove
that fundamental human right to people who are suffering.”

This is the last issue for 2019.

The first issue in 2020
will be January 20.
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What a year!

In its concluding remarks, the Political Resolution adopted by
the Communist Party of Australia at its 13th Congress in 2017,
stated: “The current global situation, with its dangers and threats
of worse to come, does not spare Australia in any way. This is a
time of potential for catastrophe but, at the same time, there are
great possibilities for the organisation of resistance and a major
breakthrough for left and progressive forces.”

On the international front, 2019 was a year of mass protests
as people marched against their economic plight, government
corruption, against anti-immigration laws, and oppressive regimes.
Millions of people took to the streets in India, Chile, Mexico,
Sudan, Yemen, Iran, Iraq, Ecuador, France, Italy, Spain, Great
Britain, Peru, Hungary, Indonesia, Belgium, Serbia, Poland, and
elsewhere. Millions of students took part in climate strike actions
across the globe. Whereas these actions were strongly opposed
by western powers, the counter-revolutionary forces protesting
in Hong Kong received external support, including assistance
from Ukrainian fascists.

US imperialism started the year by announcing that it would
suspend its participation in the Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty. It continues to use blockades and trade sanctions
as a weapon against countries that attempt to take an independent
path, including Cuba, the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea,
and Venezuela. The trade war it launched against the People’s
Republic of China could have dire economic consequences for
the global economy. The US has continued to heighten tensions
in south-east Asia, the Middle East, and with Russia. In Latin, a
US-backed coup saw the popular and newly re-elected President
Evo Morales deposed. It has not let up in its attempts to bring
about regime change in Cuba, Syria, and Venezuela.

In Australia, the Coalition government and employers that it
represents went on the offensive following the Coalition’s narrow
win in the May general elections. Legislation designed to crucify
the trade union movement, the Ensuring Integrity Bill, was de-
feated earlier this month in the Senate. The government wasted
no time in bringing the Bill back and ramming it through the
House of Representatives on the last sitting day of Parliament. It
is set to head the government’s agenda in 2020. This gives trade
unions and other democratic forces a few months to lobby their
Senators and convince them not to support it — in particular
Jacqui Lambie and the two from One Nation.

This year saw further regression on the wages front, with
another cut in penalty rates, ongoing wage theft, and the expan-
sion of the gig economy with its highly exploitative, slave-like
working conditions, and low wages. Despite all the legislative
shackles they face, trade unions waged successful campaigns,
including the building and construction, maritime and transport
workers’ unions.

The government is preparing for an onslaught on workers’
rights and living standards in 2020. This includes the privatisation
of the not-for-profit industry superannuation funds; measures to
deny thousands of people eligibility for the age pension; extension
of the cashless card to all recipients of social security payments;
and public sector cuts that will see mass sackings, salary reduc-
tions, and understaffing of services.

In 2019, Australia felt the full brunt of climate change with
once rich farmland, now brown dust; dry river beds; hundreds of
thousands of dead fish; water shortages; unprecedented intensity
and spread of bushfires; and forecasts of record high tempera-
tures. Climate scientists now believe that a number of tipping
points may have been passed, raising the possibility of major cities
in Asia and Australia as well as the Pacific islands being under
water in 30-40 years time. Yet the government still worships coal,
or more accurately, the donations from the mining corporations.

This head-in-the-sand approach goes hand in hand with the
increasingly reactionary nature of the Coalition government. The
government ignores UN reports on its racist and brutal treatment
of Indigenous Australians and asylum seekers. The Coalition
continues to treat the most vulnerable and disadvantaged as un-
deserving and to blame them for their position. These include
the unemployed, sole parents, age pensioners, people with dis-
ability, and Indigenous people who still experience high rates of
poverty, incarceration and deaths in custody. Freedom of speech
and freedom of assembly are under serious threat, as are the
rights of whistleblowers.

This is a government of secrecy that now has an armoury of
repressive laws and powers to spy, stop and search, detain and
question people, and permits secret trials. It is a government that
is totally unaccountable to the people, one that sees itself above
international law and national law.

Capitalism has passed its use-by date. The agenda for struggle
in 2020, when the CPA celebrates 100 years of the communist
movement in Australia, is fundamental change. To replace this
corrupt, moribund, capitalist system with one that serves the
people and protects the planet — that is socialism. The Communist
Party of Australia aims to play its role in building a movement
for change. We ask you to join us. The future belongs to socialism.
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New year’s greeting

Vinnie Molina

As we approach the end of 2019,
it is time to reflect on some of the
international and national events.

Today the capitalist world con-
tinues to fight for its survival facing
systemic economic, financial, food,
water, and environmental crises.

Rapacious neoliberal policies
have condemned millions of people
to misery, unemployment, illiteracy,
homelessness, and robbed young
generations of their future.

Where progressive governments
have been able to exercise the right
to govern and manage the state
apparatus, they have successfully
lifted people from below the poverty
line and provide them with access
to education and health. The most
progressive and revolutionary have
nationalised their national resources.

The ruling classes and multina-
tional corporations allied with US
imperialism have fought back with
blockades, created scarcities, and
coup d’états. The right-wing attacks
on those governments and their sup-
porters have left hundreds of people
victims of repression, many have
died or in the case of Chile, sev-
eral hundred left blinded by police
brutality.

The recent coup d’état in Bolivia
has seen the forced resignation of
Evo Morales after successfully win-
ning the presidential elections on
October 20. Morales’ major “crime”
was to nationalise the large lithium

reserves and other natural resources
as well as empowering the Bolivian
indigenous people.

In all those cases, Iraq, Ecuador,
Bolivia, Chile, and Haiti, people’s
demonstrations have been met with
fascistic repression. In Argentina,
the centre-left returned to govern-
ment, and in Uruguay, the right-wing
won the presidential elections with a
small margin.

That is the game. When the left
win elections with a large margin it is
called fraud but when the right-wing
gets elected with a minimal or small
margin it is called democracy. On the
other hand, Cuba and Venezuela face
inhumane economic and financial
blockades aimed at destroying their
revolutions by creating scarcities of
food, medicines and oil supplies.

The encouraging news is that
people are taking to the streets and
resisting the attacks. Social move-
ments are being invigorated, and
communist and workers parties are
on the front lines.

In Australia, the attacks on work-
ers and the general population have
also intensified. The Coalition gov-
ernment is more interested in cut-
ting corporate taxes and delivering a
budget surplus as per their neoliberal
ideological policies. In this, the elim-
ination of militant unions has been
a priority as shown by the attacks
on construction workers and their
unions. The CFMEU and its leader-
ship have suffered ferocious attacks
and huge fines, aimed at inflicting as

much political and financial damage
possible.

The Ensuring Integrity Bill was
defeated in the Senate but it has been
reintroduced to Parliament with
both Morrison and Porter hoping for
another “miracle” to deliver it into
law in 2020.

There is no place for such dra-
conian laws in a democratic society
so we hope the new year will deliver
another blow to the Coalition but the
real blow has to be on the streets.

The CPA continues to grow
steadily with increasingly visible
activity but much more is needed to
take the Party to the People. With a
renewed and united leadership, the
CPA is already in preparations for
the centenary celebrations of the
communist movement in Australia.

I take this opportunity to wish
the Guardian readers, our friends in
Australia and internationally, partic-
ularly those across the Tasman in the
New Communist Party of Aotearoa,
NCPA, a great start in the new year

To the Australian people our best
wishes for a restful and peaceful sea-
son’s break with their friends and
families.

To the CPA membership new and
old I wish all the very best and a rev-
olutionary 2020 full of victories in
our struggle for a socialist Australia.

United we shall overcome!

In socialism,

Vinnie Molina
CPA Party President

And peace ever after
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There’ll be bluebirds over

The white cliffs of Dover
Tomorrow, just you wait and see.
There’ll be love and laughter

Tomorrow, when the world is free.

Nat Burton — The White Cliffs of Dover (1941)

Guessing Competition Results

1st

D Bracken — Bose SoundSport Free wireless headphones

2nd N Nicholas — Open order at CPA books value $100

3rd

Isaac Rowan — 1 year’s subscription to the Guardian

4th Debbie Sharp — 6 months’ subscription to the Guardian
Seller’s prize: Silvia — Open order at CPA books value $50.

H North $20
Total for 2019: $6,120

Press Fund

This is the last issue for 2019. We would like to thank everyone who contributed during the year. We
try to keep the price of the Guardian as low as possible, which means the sale price does not cover
costs, even though we do it on a shoe-string. The Press Fund is important in making up for some of
that shortfall. Over the summer break, Guardian take a well-earned break, but our bills keep flowing
in and wages still have to be paid. So, we hope you will not forget us during the break. Thank you.

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

weh www.cpa.org.au

emal cpa@cpa.org.au

phone 02 9699 8844

Support the Guardian by donating fo Press Fund
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Nae Pasaran
and the power of unions

Seamus Carey

In order to further the struggle
to protect and advance union
rights — particularly against the
onslaught of three successive
Liberal governments — the organi-
sation Union Solidarity WA has
been founded.

On the 1st of December, Union
Solidarity WA organised a screen-
ing of the 2018 documentary Nae
Pasaran, winner of “Best Feature”
at that year’s British Academy
Scotland Awards, with several mem-
bers of CPA Perth in attendance. The
event began with speeches on the
topic of solidarity, and a live musi-
cal performance of Spanish-language
socialist songs. Representatives
from Filipino diaspora organi-
sation Migrante International
also led a group rendition of The
Internationale, in Tagalog and
English.

Nae Pasaran details the story
of a group of Scottish workers at
a Rolls-Royce factory who, aware
of the establishment via coup of
the fascist Pinochet government in
Chile, refused to work on the jet
engines marked for the Chilean air
force, from 1974 through 1978. The
engines instead sat idle at the factory
in Scotland.

The engines were for the British-
made Hawker Hunter jet fighters,
which had been used in the 1973
coup to bomb the presidential palace
(“La Moneda”). Democratically
elected socialist president Salvador
Allende refused to be forced by the
military attack to resign or leave La
Moneda. Instead he broadcasted his
final speech to the Chilean people:

“Workers of my country, I have
faith in Chile and its destiny. Other
men will overcome this dark and
bitter moment when treason seeks
to prevail. Go forward knowing
that, sooner rather than later, the
great avenues will open again where
free men will walk to build a better
society.”

A few hours later he was dead,
and the military under Augusto
Pinochet had already begun its
reign of terror, rounding up known
or suspected socialists and progres-
sive people and imprisoning, tor-
turing and killing thousands. The
film includes testimony from sev-
eral political prisoners held at that
time, and shows footage of bodies

dumped in public by the military to
spread fear and submission among
the Chilean people.

The well known US political,
economic, and logistical backing for
the coup and the Pinochet dictator-
ship is a prime example of the cru-
elty of American anticommunism
and gives the lie to the US claim of
upholding democracy.

Thanks to the Scottish workers’
action, the Pinochet air force’s stock
of airworthy Hawker Hunters dimin-
ished. Several testimonies given in
the film agree that the disruption
caused to Pinochet’s military, the
power base of the dictatorship, led to
several prisoners being released as
part of a bargain, possibly with the
British government (although the
latter is denied by the British offi-
cials and politicians interviewed in
the film).

The workers had no idea of any
concrete impact of their action at the
time. In a particularly moving seg-
ment, the filmmakers showed the
workers video messages from some
of the prisoners released, thanking
them for their solidarity and shar-
ing the personal significance of their
action.

As a young adult, it was inspir-
ing to me to see how the unionised
Scottish workers thought it was
common sense that they must take
the chance to act against injustice
on the other side of the world. Their
action (and I would argue their pre-
requisite political consciousness)
was made possible by the relative
strength of the union movement in
the country at that time. It is hard to
imagine such a thing in say, today’s
Australia. If anyone cared enough
to try such a thing in just about any
industry, the company would fire
them all on the spot! Instead, the
workers had the power to withdraw
their labour, and the collective will
to see it through for years.

This highlights the two inter-
twined significances of the term
“union solidarity” — both the impor-
tance of community solidarity with
unions and the power of the soli-
darity of unions with progressive
causes.

There is a low level of union
membership amongst young people
in Australia today. Most are unfa-
miliar with the basic concepts
and history of workers’ unions
in our country. Support for many
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progressive causes and ideals are
widespread among the youth.
However, it typically assumes indi-
vidualistic forms, lacking awareness
of the core necessity for collective
organisation and action in achiev-
ing progress in these causes. The
task of increasing the membership
and strength of unions in Australia,
particularly among young people, is
of crucial importance in rebuilding
the workers’ movement and chal-
lenging the corporate dictatorship of
the monopolies over our economic
and political life, and realising social
independence for the working class.

Making gains in working-class
power requires a class-conscious
collective spirit and strong collective
organisation. The two key uniquely
working-class forms of organisation
are the workers’ party and the trade
unions. Building both of these is
absolutely necessary to advance the
cause of the working class and, all
oppressed peoples.

Nae Pasaran depicts a snapshot
of a lost time of relative strength in
the workers’ movement of a Western
country, but far from being a grim
obituary surrendering such hopes to
the past, it proves the significance
and attainability of such a move-
ment’s rebirth. This film is a good
candidate for further screenings by
unions and community groups.

I hope to see a time soon when,
like the group of Scottish factory
workers of 1974, the workers of my
generation see such collective action
and solidarity as simple common
sense. &

From the Archives

Howard Govt increased military funding = The Guardian, November 2001

CPA Party Statement

West Papua

The people of West Papua have never been given the opportunity
to express self-determination. Negotiations in the 1960s between the
departing Dutch colonialists, the Indonesian government and the US
imperialists resulted in a 1969 sham “referendum” among only 1,000
hand-picked delegates.

The UN should never have endorsed this mockery of a vote.

Over the decades the resistance and independence movements in West
Papua have fought a bloody struggle for their rights. Estimates of deaths from
oppression range from hundreds of thousands upwards, speaking of geno-
cide. Massive gold and copper mines, chiefly controlled by the US Freeport
Company, Rio Tinto and Indonesian companies, have exploited the natural
resources and damaged the environment. Australian mining companies are
also involved.

In August, September and October 2019, widespread protests by the West
Papuan people against racism, violence and denial of rights were met by
fierce Indonesian government and army repression. Many people died and
many were imprisoned unjustly. Restrictions on media prevent full knowl-
edge of what is happening. Progressive forces in Indonesia have supported
West Papuan protests against racism and repression, but there are concerns
that extremist squads may soon be sent to West Papua.

We express deep concern at the ongoing repression and killings of West
Papuans by the Indonesian government.

The Indonesian government must:

» Allow the visit to West Papua requested by the United Nations

+ Allow open media, including international journalists, in West Papua
* Release political prisoners

» Respect West Papuans right to self-determination

» Withdraw military forces from West Papua

+ Stop racism and discrimination against the Papuan people

The Australian government must
support these aims and also:

 Cease training or in any way supporting military occupation/repression of
West Papua

 Discourage Australian mining interests from exploiting natural resources
of West Papua

¢ Support the campaign by the United Liberation Movement for West
Papua to achieve full diplomatic recognition in the region and a new
Referendum.

Communist Party of Australia

Sydney Vigil

‘BLOCKADE ON CUBA

Alsicl: solidarity with Venezvela & Gaza

| 5:30 pm Tuesday December 17
Sydney Martin Place — Outside of US Consulate Office
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Richard Titelius*

In November (28-29) the Community
and Public Sector Union/Civil Service
Association, the union which covers admin-
istrative workers in the Western Australian
Public Service, held their annual delegates
convention. It coincided with the state
public servants receiving their payment
and back-pay of the first of the two annual
$1,000 flat rate payments from the new
General Agreement which they had negoti-
ated with the government.

The campaign had begun auspiciously
about a year ago with union branch secretary,
Rikki Hendon, declaring at a mass union del-
egates meeting held on December 5, 2018 (see
Guardian 12-12-2018) that as the CPSU/CSA
was the first cab off the rank to test government
wages policy that we “needed to make a stand”
and despite some hesitancy from members
who were unaccustomed to taking industrial
action, Hendon said, “We needed to activate
our members”.

Fast forward to September 2019, and the
union decides to accept the offer from govern-
ment wages policy of $1,000 plus $1,000 over
two years as well as some improvement in con-
ditions and bargaining tools for future nego-
tiation for General Agreements. There was no
need for industrial action as the revised offer
was put to a meeting of delegates and a major-
ity of them accepted the offer.

As a consequence, the leadership of the
other public sector unions (e.g. nurses, teach-
ers, police, WA Prison Officers’ Union, and so
on) weren’t too impressed.

The first exercise of the delegates’ confer-
ence was intriguing. Delegates were asked to
participate in a Word Cloud exercise. Using an
application via their smart phones, they were
requested to write brief descriptions from the
question, “What does it mean to be a success-
ful union?”

Australia

What makes a

As people submitted their answers, there
response appeared as text on a screen in the
front of the room. The most common expres-
sions were, “Member driven”, “Wins”, “High
density” and “Good outcomes”. Much smaller
text appeared for the expressions, “unity”, “sol-
idarity” and “working class consciousness”.
Key challenges were discussed as a conse-
quence and these were seen as; membership
decline, exercising industrial power, shared
theory of unions and an aging population.

The union leadership received their ques-
tions and answers to what was needed when
the current agreement expires in 2021 which is
also around the time of the next State Election.

The keynote speaker was Tim Lyons, a
former assistant director of the ACTU and now
a director of Reveille Strategy, a transforma-
tive change organisation, who spoke about his
experiences with a number of unions. Lyons
spoke of the importance of union organis-
ing and how the activity of union delegates
formed the basis of organising by the full-time
officials.

The more workplaces are organised, the
more unity and strength the union move-
ment has — as organising helps to build union
power. Lyons also observed that the differ-
ent unions representing public sector workers
need to have “joint voices” to build solidarity
and shared values amongst workers. Only if
a workplace is organised and has union con-
sciousness can a group of workers have union
power.

Matt Abrahamson, a delegate at the
Department of Justice, a vice president of
the CPSU/CSA and member of the Noongar
people of the south west, expressed his con-
cern at the over-representation of Aboriginal
people in the justice system, in particular of the
younger Aboriginal people in the Kimberley
region of WA.

Abrahamson is also a member of
Social Re-investment WA which believes

in addressing causal factors of crime and
offending rather than building more prisons
and courts. Aboriginal communities, added
Abrahamson, needed to be empowered to solve
issues at a local level which included listening
to elders in the community rather than a gov-
ernment imposing a “solution” from on top.
Aboriginal people needed to communicate to a
white government about what a black commu-
nity wants and needs.

The final speaker, Labor Premier Mark
McGowan addressed the convention and
started by thanking the union movement for
their defeat of the anti-union Ensuring Integrity
Bill. Unions were needed to help provide a fair
and just society. McGowan also spoke about
the scandal of the former Assistant Director
General of the Department of Communities,
Paul Whyte, who has been accused of siphon-
ing off millions of dollars into bogus accounts
and shelf companies set up in his own name.
Changes have now been made to ensure
instances of corruption such as this do not
occur again by having improved oversight and
more intense audits by the Auditor General’s
Office.

McGowan also thanked Branch Secretary

Guardian

Rikki Hendon for the manner in which nego-
tiations had been conducted on the just com-
pleted General Agreement and the course of
the government’s four year wages policy was
now over and a new one would be negotiated.
McGowan added that it was preferable to have
had the Wages Policy, “instead of the mass
sackings, as wage restraint had helped the gov-
ernment to recover from the poor financial state
left from the previous Liberal government.”
The 2019 delegates’ conference was the
culmination of a challenging year for the
CPSU/CSA and for many unions in Australia
facing declining union membership, union
power and low wage growth, coupled often
with a loss of conditions. While the messages
of the importance of organising from the con-
vention were timely it has been the lesson of
unity and solidarity shown by the union move-
ment over its campaign to see off the Ensuring
Integrity Bill that is arguably most valuable
here.
*Richard Titelius is a Delegate CPSU/
CSA) &

Transition for fossil fuel workers

The Victorian and Common-
wealth governments are being
urged to back the emerging off-
shore wind sector in a move that
could drastically reduce carbon
emissions while providing quality
jobs for workers who are already
being impacted by the transition
out of fossil fuel industries.

In a joint report launched by
the Victorian Trades Hall Council,
unions from the maritime, energy
and manufacturing sectors have
outlined a series of steps to not only

encourage the use of offshore wind
to reduce carbon emissions, but take
advantage of the emerging industry
to diversify the job opportunities
for workers and communities which
are currently reliant on coal, oil and
gas.

“Putting the ‘Justice’ in ‘Just
Transition’: Tackling inequality
in the new renewable economy”
focuses on the Star of the South
project, Australia’s first proposed
offshore wind farm which would
use 250 turbines between 10 and

Sydney

Chile, Ecuador, Venezuela:
Unexpected Insurrections?

12 noon - 2pm Thursday December 12
WEA Sydney - 72 Bathurst Street Sydney CBD

2019 has been an explosive year in Latin America. In Chile, a

tumultuous several-million-strong uprising unseen since the Pinochet
dictatorship. In Ecuador, the largest and most violent uprising in a
decade; and Venezuela hos experienced a fresh round of US
intervention and controversial government responses.

25 kilometres off the Gippsland
coast to generate up to 20 percent of
Victoria’s electricity.

The report, produced by the
Maritime Union of Australia,
Victorian Trades Hall Council,
Gippsland Trades and Labour
Council, Electrical Trades Union,
and Australian Manufacturing
Workers’ Union, outlines the steps
required to not only support the
development of this emerging sector,
but to ensure it delivers positive out-
comes to communities reliant on
fossil fuel industries.

The report recommends:

e The Commonwealth establish
an energy transition authority
to work with states and regions,
develop a stand-alone Offshore
Renewables Act, and create
an agency responsible for
facilitating the development of
offshore renewable energy in
Commonwealth waters;
The development of offshore and
onshore renewable energy master
plans that incorporate assessments
of supply chains, procurement
and infrastructure;
 Ensuring renewable energy
financing, targets, contracts,
licensing and approvals require
the maximising of local jobs,
including planning for direct
redeployment of workers from
fossil fuel industries;
* The Victorian government
establish a just transition
group to ensure a well-planned
energy transition with the
best possible social outcomes
by formally consulting with
relevant stakeholders including
trade unions, employers and
communities;

+ Maximising the social benefit
of the Star of the South project
by requiring local design,
manufacturing, and construction;

* Funding of appropriate training
and retraining through local
TAFEs, along with minimum
apprentice ratios; and

* Maximising the number of jobs
available by ensuring good rosters
and reasonable hours of work.

Victorian Trades Hall Council
secretary Luke Hilakari said address-
ing climate change must be a priority
and political leadership is required
to ensure workers and communi-
ties currently reliant on fossil fuels
weren’t thrown on the scrap heap.
“This transition must be managed
in a way that ensures workers and
their communities are put front and
centre, with clear plans to support
workers into new, quality jobs in the
manufacturing, construction, and
maintenance of renewable energy
infrastructure, when companies
make decisions to close businesses,”
Hilakari said.

MUA deputy national secretary
Will Tracey said Australia already
had highly skilled seafarers and off-
shore oil and gas workers, capable of
constructing offshore wind projects

“Political inaction has seen the
decline of Australia’s shipping indus-
try, while the growing shift away
from fossil fuels threatens the jobs
of skilled workers in the offshore oil
and gas sectors,” Tracey said.

“The development of an offshore
wind industry gives us the opportu-
nity to transition those highly-skilled
workers into the important work of
delivering Australia’s clean energy
future.”

AMWU Victorian secretary Tony

Mavromatis said the implementation
of appropriate planning and procure-
ment policies could provide a boon
for local manufacturing.

“A renewables sector that relies
on bringing in equipment from over-
seas provides limited economic ben-
efits, but if governments put in place
requirements for the use of local con-
tent we would see a massive boost
in local manufacturing jobs,” noted
Mavromatis.

“By not only fostering the devel-
opment of offshore wind farms, but
actively ensuring these towers and
turbines are produced locally, the
environmental benefits would be
matched by economic and social
outcomes.”

Gippsland Trades and Labour
Council secretary Steve Dodd said
the poorly managed power privati-
sation and the abrupt closure of the
Hazelwood power station and coal
mine had a devastating impact on the
community.

“The closures in the Latrobe
Valley are examples of how not to
manage a transition, and we need to
learn from those mistakes,” Dodd
said. “But the Gippsland Trades and
Labour Council, with the support of
the Latrobe Valley Authority and the
Victorian government, has been able
to train 2,000 workers and help most
into new jobs.

“We need to continue this work
with the Star of the South project,
and show working people that it is
possible to undertake major indus-
try reform that puts workers and their
communities at its heart by ensuring
future low emissions jobs are good
union jobs.” &
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Feminism in perspective

Bri Sea

The Guardian’s article “Why I’m not a
feminist” (#1895 November 20, 2019)
received some criticisms that it was too
reductive an analysis of the problems of
feminism. In this article, I will take some
of the points made in the aforementioned
article and expand or correct some of the
positions in it. Hopefully, this article will
show that it is not feminism itself that is the
incorrect ideology, but the strains of femi-
nism we have seen in the West as influenced
by dominant political ideologies.

First-Wave Feminism

In the previous article, the author presents
some valid criticisms of the suffragette move-
ment but lacks any argument of why the suffra-
gettes were predominantly bourgeois. Firstly,
it must be acknowledged that the very concept
of universal suffrage is bourgeois and its only
benefit, according to Engels, is as a “gauge” of
the “maturity” of the working-class. Perhaps,
at least in the West, feminism was simply in
its infancy and was still yet to mature. Lenin
also remarked that universal suffrage is simply
a tool that will once become antiquated, much
like the state. Therefore, although suffrage for
white women is ultimately a bourgeois tool for
equality, it still represents the political awaken-
ing of Western women.

Why did First-Wave Feminism fail to
move beyond bourgeois politics? Because
the dominant ideology at the time was Social-
Democracy and reformism. All Marxists from
the period in which the suffragettes were
active, wrote and remarked on the “opportun-
ism” of social democracy. In The State and
Revolution, Lenin blamed Social-Democracy
for spreading the lie that universal suffrage can
achieve justice for the working-class. This is
further exemplified in the context of feminism
by a quote from Rosa Luxembourg’s article
Women's Suffrage and Class Struggle, where
she states that the “demand for women’s suf-
frage is on the order of the day in the politi-
cal life of the Social-Democracy.” Even in the
Australian context, former Communist Party
of Australia General Secretary Lance Sharkey
remarked on reformism as the prevailing ide-
ology that overran trade unionism and the ALP
in its early formation and subsequently into
the early 20th century. However, as Marxists
we do not dismiss trade unionism as being
inherently bourgeois or “undialectical,” so
why should we assume the same of feminism?
Perhaps if Marxism had been the dominant ide-
ology in the West, we might have seen better
outcomes of feminism such as in the Soviet
Union or China.

Second-Wave Feminism

The author continues by criticising
Second-Wave Feminism or Radical Feminism
as being “undialectical.” Although Marxists
would agree that the “inherently violent” man
is undialectical and that Radical Feminism is
incorrect in positioning the primary contradic-
tion between men and women, the rest of the
analysis appears to be a strawman argument.
Who said that women-only communes, sperm
banks, and political lesbianism is the only path
in defeating the patriarchy? And are they con-
sidered to be a lasting authority on feminism?
The article is missing an analysis of what the
movement materially sought to achieve, which
is reproductive rights.

So, the questions on Second-Wave
Feminism should be the following: are repro-
ductive rights a material step forward in better-
ing the socioeconomic role of working women?
Why did Second-Wave Feminism fail? Angela
Y Davis, a lasting figure of Second-Wave
Feminism and a member of CPUSA from
1969 — 1991, criticised both First-Wave and
Second-Wave Feminism in the way Marxists
should. Firstly, she noted the racist and bour-
geois nature of the suffragette movement as
suffragettes would not allow Black women to
join their movement. Secondly, she acknowl-
edged that although reproductive rights were a
win for white bourgeoisie women, it failed to
address the needs of Black and Latin women
who had historically experienced forced steri-
lisation. For example, Black women had been
conducting abortions since slavery due to the
fear of raising a child under those conditions.
Davis sums up the experience of working-class
women during Second-Wave feminism’s push
for reproductive rights in the following quote
from Women, Race & Class:

“During the early abortion rights campaign,
it was too frequently assumed that legal
abortions provided a viable alternative to
the myriad problems posed by poverty. As
if having fewer children could create more
jobs, higher wages, better schools, etc., etc.
This assumption reflected the tendency to
blur the distinction between abortion rights
and the general advocacy of abortions.

The campaign often failed to provide a
voice for women who wanted the right to
legal abortions while deploring the social
conditions that prohibited them from bearing
more children.”

Second-Wave Feminism, therefore, failed
to take into consideration the needs of work-
ing-class and Black women who needed repro-
ductive rights to include both legal access to
abortion and material conditions that pro-
vide a healthy environment to raise children.
Reproductive rights remain both a feminist
and Marxist goal, and with the proper framing
under Marxist-Feminism, rather than Radical
Feminism, women would achieve the material
conditions they need.

Third Wave Feminism

Most of the author’s criticism of Third-
Wave or Liberal feminism is accurate, valid,
and grounded in the experience of most work-
ing-class women. For instance, the criticism
of “charity” or “advocacy” groups such as
White Ribbon doing nothing for the material
conditions of women because it is not in their
“class interests to do so” is entirely accurate.
However, [ would say that Liberal Feminism’s
main goal is not on changing society with “lan-
guage and ideas,” but with individualism and
representation.

For instance, Hillary Clinton’s campaign
heavily pushed the narrative of “first female
President” as a form of representation of
women. Usually this representation under
liberalism is in the form of bourgeois repre-
sentation. It is the reason why we see Ellen,
as a gay woman, receive no consequences
for being all buddy-buddy with war criminal
George W Bush and liberals swooning over
war criminal Barack Obama as America’s first
Black President. Another example of liberal-
ism and representation only being a weapon
of the bourgeoisie is the way that settler states,

including Australia, have centred Indigenous
justice as representation and recognition of
culture, rather than the material goal of land
rights and self-determination. Therefore, it
is not feminism that is undialectical and anti-
Marxist, but liberalism.

Liberal Feminism, however, is not the
same as Intersectional Feminism, which the
author argues it is. Intersectional Feminism
does not champion representation as the way
forward in achieving gender equality but seeks
to provide a framework in understanding how
different forms of oppression interact and over-
lap with one another. Intersectional Feminism
was originally intended to provide an alter-
native to White Feminism for Black women
but has since expanded to include other forms
of oppression such as all variants of racism,
transphobia, ableism and, yes, class. It is
not “undialectical” to acknowledge forms of
oppression other than class. In acknowledging
that the work of the proletariat is to overthrow
the capitalist state, Lenin noted the existence
of peoples that are more oppressed than the
working-class themselves; “Only the proletar-
iat — by virtue of the economic role it plays
in large-scale production — is capable of being
the leader of all the working and exploited
people whom the bourgeoisie exploit,
oppress, and crush, often not less but more
than they do the proletarians, but who are
incapable of waging an independent struggle
for their emancipation.”

This is an admission that yes, there are
people who are more oppressed and exploited
than the working-class, but that only the pro-
letariat can win out against the bourgeoisie.
Therefore, it is not true to say that oppressed
people should abandon their own struggles, but
that it should be done within or alongside the
struggle of proletarians against the bourgeoisie.
In the case of feminism, this should be done
within Marxist-Feminism.

Marxism and
the women question

Although the author is correct in saying
that liberation for women, and all oppressed
people, can only be realised after a “revolu-
tionary restructuring to free all people from
exploitation,” it is not true that this can never

be addressed by feminist groups. One example
of this falsity is Marxist-Feminist Xiang Jingyu
who rejected the idea that the primary contra-
diction was between men and women, and that
women’s rights could only be achieved via rev-
olution. However, Xiang Jingyu’s feminism
was necessary in organising women workers,
such as the strike in 1924 of 10,000 women
workers from silk factories. This is because
if the patriarchy hadn’t divided types of work
between men and women, then Xiang Jingyu
would not have had to wield Marxist-feminism
in organising the female contingent of the
working-class.

This builds on my next point, which is that
it is not feminism that divides the working-class
but the patriarchy. Since the proletariat is key
in uniting all forms of oppression under capi-
talism, then the working-class needs to actively
oppose all forms of oppression under capital-
ism. How can the working-class represent and
fight for all oppressed peoples, if they oppose
them? The author ends the article with Marx’s
example of racial divide in English factories to
conflate feminism and racism as weapons that
divide the working-class. This is a wild mis-
representation of what Marx was attempting
to make clear. The divide within the working-
class is caused by prejudice manifested by the
bourgeoisie and given to the working-class as a
tool of self-sabotage. It is not feminism that the
bourgeoisie have handed down to us. It is sys-
tems of oppression such as sexism, transpho-
bia, racism, and ableism. Conflating racism and
feminism as equally to blame in this divide, is
irresponsible when one is systematic oppres-
sion and the other attempts to understand and
overcome oppression.

Conclusion

So, what is the Marxist response to the
Woman Question? It is our duty, as Marxist-
Leninists, not to reject feminism as inherently
bourgeois and undialectical, but to establish
Marxist-Feminism as the predominant strain
of feminism. This idea extends not only to
feminism but to all movements that seek to
liberate itself from capitalism and colonialism.
However, this is only achievable if Marxism
itself is successfully taught and promoted as
reformism once was, and as liberalism cur-
rently is. &

It is not true to say that oppressed people should
abandon their own struggles, but that it should
be done within or alongside the struggle of
proletarians against the bourgeoisie.
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German marchers reflect the gc

the bad and the ugly

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: Looking out my window at the
wide Karl Marx Allee boulevard below,
I have seen many a big May Day parade
march by in the old GDR (German
Democratic Republic) days, and many
a passing bicycle race or marathon.
Recently, for the first time, I saw a slow,
endless column of green or yellow tractors.
I learned later that 5,600 of them, after
blocking traffic while driving in from
North, South, East and West Germany,
had converged at the Brandenburg Gate,
parked in orderly rows and then voiced
their demands: “Fewer or better pesticides,
OK! Less or better fertilisers, also OK! We
too want to save our planet. But not with-
out consulting with us, who are fighting a
bitter battle against monopoly agriculture
giants and monopoly retailing giants which
are threatening the survival of us family
farmers.”

Four days later, also at the Brandenburg
Gate, 35,000 “Friday for Future” demonstra-
tors joined other kids around the globe to
demand an end to long dates about wind farm
placement, higher prices for gas and plane tick-
ets, lower ones for railroad fares, to dubious
procrastination and all kinds of bamboozle-
ment so as to quickly produce results in cut-
ting global warming.

The next day, in south-eastern Lusatia,
other young people, mostly in white, blocked
roads to the huge, landscape-devouring pit
mines for low-grade lignite coal until the police
tear-gassed them away. As its sole natural
resource, the GDR had been forced to excavate
this crumbly fuel as a needed base in building
or saving its economy, but the motivation of
the privatised pits is now simply profit.

In southwestern Stuttgart, a week earlier,
IG Metall, Germany’s biggest union, organ-
ised an angry outdoor rally with 8,000 work-
ers from the nearby giant Mercedes plant, also
from Audi and parts suppliers like Bosch and
Continental.

Germany’s auto industry, its major
exporter, is huge and powerful. It helped build
up Hitler, made billions from slave labourers
during the war and grew even stronger after
1945, as the backbone of West Germany’s
“economic miracle”. Those with steady work
making Mercedes, BMW, Opel, VW, and
Porsche won relatively high wages and ben-
efits and became one of the best situated sec-
tors in the economy — but no longer the most
militant. The atmosphere in worker-manager
company councils was often friendly, some-
times even chummy.

Fast change

But that is changing — fast! The nasty emis-
sion-concealing scandal, an escalating switch
from stinky fluid fuels to odourless electricity,
from assembly lines with humans to twisting,
turning robot arms, with software replacing
skilled workers, are taking effect.

So are sanctions against Russia, a
major importer, and sinking sales to China.
Management promises to save jobs where pos-
sible are not all too convincing; workers real-
ise, now if not earlier, that the main worries
of the big bosses circle around profits, while

for them, as one woman at Stuttgart said: “It’s
the same wherever you go; no job is safe!”
Was this protest an omen of big new conflicts
ahead?

Big demonstrations can be highly dra-
matic, or bloody at times, but can also be stir-
ring examples of solidarity, determination
and courage, as in Chile, Ecuador, Colombia,
Sudan, Lebanon. Of course, they vary; an unu-
sual abundance of US flags does not always
prove a progressive ground swell, especially
when loudly greeted, almost unanimously, by
both the US Congress and Donald Trump.

USA flag-bearers, and those of other
countries, may find few cheering crowds in
April and May when 16 NATO countries plus
Finland and Georgia conduct, right on Russia’s
borders, one of the biggest military manoeu-
vres since the Cold War. Participating will be
37,000 soldiers, among them thousands of GIs
with heavy equipment flown over to join in.

With Germany in the middle of Europe,
much of the super-modern weaponry, with
deadly missile bearers overhead, will be caus-
ing train delays, traffic tie-ups and tanks clank-
ing over the “blossoming landscapes” once
promised to East Germans if they vote for
unification.

Some made bitter comparisons with all-
too-similar military moves in 1939 and 1941.

Aside from the noise and turmoil, such
“defensive” manoeuvres always contain a
fearsome possibility; one blunder, one mis-
sile fired mistakenly at a false angle, one acci-
dental plane crash or a malicious provocation
could be a spark and, within seconds, render all
worries about fertilisers, hungry polar bears,
emission concealment, multiple job losses or
Ukrainian phone calls forever irrelevant.

Some hope to disrupt this fearful menace
and discourage its expansion or repetition.
A hundred experts from a mix of opposition
organisations met in Leipzig to plan some
action; legal challenges, leaflet distribution to
those in or out of uniform, posters and ban-
ners, also hung from bridges, anti-manoeuvre
relay races, perhaps civil disobedience action
and a big demonstration near the main high-
way route, perhaps in East German Cottbus or
Magdeburg.

This won’t be easy; protesting has lately
become more attractive — or urgent — as noted
earlier. But while a polled majority of Germans
oppose international confrontation it has been
difficult to win people for peace parades or ral-
lies ever since the giant but unsuccessful pro-
test against an Iraq war in 2003.

Party politics

How do Germany’s main parties face up to
these issues?

The strongest, the two joint “Christian®
parties, are sinking in the polls as their com-
manding figure, Angela Merkel, though still
chancellor, gradually fades. Any hopes that
her follower as party head, Annegret Kramp-
Karrenbauer, might move the party in a mod-
erate direction also faded, but not so gradually.

AKK, as she is known, is now Minister
of Defence and just as belligerent and aggres-
sive as her predecessor, Ursula von der Leyen,
who now heads the key European Union
Commission. AKK has called for a new
German National Security Council to help

achieve “a stronger German military presence
in the world ... ready, together with its partners,
to assume more responsibility.”

All partners (except the US and perhaps
France) would be junior partners, so when
AKK says “we cannot simply stand on the out-
side observing things but must join in interna-
tional debate, pushing things forward” we are
wise to be worried. AKK defied a challenge
from even further-right and gained her par-
ty’s full support, for now, not on a question of
policy but of personal power.

Her party rules in coalition with a fright-
ened Social Democratic Party, whose poll
results have sunk to a sickening 14 percent
(while the Christians stand at 29 percent).
And now it is suddenly in a state of total tur-
moil. Is its loss in membership and poll figures
caused by its membership in the increasingly
unpopular Great Coalition (Grosse Koalition
or “GroKo”)? If so, should it heighten leftish
demands, maybe cause a crisis, leading to an
early election — and perhaps an even worse dis-
aster for the party? Or should it stick it out?
Its leading politician Olaf Scholz, a right-
winger and now deputy chancellor and pow-
erful Minister of Finance, says energetically;
“Stick it out!” He clearly prefers the bird in the
hand! A turkey?

But after six months of electioneering,
with as many candidate duos as there are
Democratic candidates in the US, two relative
unknowns have won out in a membership vote
for party leadership, beating a visibly stricken
Scholz duo. And now the winners, a hitherto
largely unnoticed Bundestag deputy, Saskia
Esken, and an equally unknown minister in
a state government, Norbert Walter-Borjans
(shortened to NoWaBo), are thinking about
insisting on a higher minimum wage law.

The Christians would not go along! Even
the militarist foreign policy is being ques-
tioned. The Young Socialists, a party adjunct,
and a majority of the voting membership see
a left turn as necessary to save the party, even
with risky new elections. The present lead-
ership is really scared, rather like the Tony
Blair establishment with Jeremy Corbyn or
establishment US Democrats with Bernie and
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. Who will win out?
A party congress next week may be decisive.

As for the Greens, still euphoric after over-
taking the Social Democrats in the polls (with
22 percent) and despite a slow-down of their
upward swoop, they stick largely to their stress
on the environment. But in international affairs
they sadly remain the most belligerent of all in
their confrontation policy towards Russia. Just
now they are hinting that, if really necessary,
they might just patriotically consider replacing
the Social Democrats in a government with the
Christians.

They have done this before. Right now, in
Saxony and Brandenburg, state governments
of Christian Democrats, Social Democrats and
Greens are in the making, called “Kenya” coa-
litions (with the colours of that country’s flag),
and both excluding the Left (die Linke) and the
Alternative for Germany (AfD).

Anti-fascism

The AfD held its congress this past week-
end in Braunschweig, after finally finding a
hall willing to accept them (the Volkswagen

——

company in this case). While outside thousands
of anti-fascists protested all day, kept carefully
at a distance by a thousand cops, they chose
their leaders. One artisan painter now rep-
resents East Germany, where they have reg-
istered their biggest gains. Known for using
unmistakable Nazi jargon and, when ques-
tioned, resolutely sticking to it, he will replace
Alexander Gauland, 78, now honorary presi-
dent and still the main AfD spokesman of its
91-man Bundestag caucus (almost no women).

They are all still viciously anti-Muslim
and anti-foreigner but ousted one delegate
for being too overtly anti-Semitic. They now
make a policy of this, supporting Israel as a
bulwark against Islam. Although their far-far
right group “Der Fliigel” (“The Wing”) stayed
in the shadows, its dominance prevailed, and
Gauland’s prediction that the “Christians”
would soon have to seek the AfD as partners
was as menacing as the words: “Just wait two
or three years.”

DIE Linke also had a meeting as the 69
members of its Bundestag caucus chose co-
chairs, always a man and a woman. Dietmar
Bartsch, an East German, remained in office.
But prominent Sahra Wagenknecht had decided
to step down after sharp disagreements as well
as health problems, so a new co-chair was
needed.

The winner, with 36 to 29 votes, hitherto
largely unknown outside Oldenburg in West

A few people recalled an attempt to ovtlaw
1962 which was dropped when the defence
trial judges had been active Nazis, storm-ir
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Germany, was Amira Mohamed Ali, 40, whose
father was Egyptian, her mother German.
She is considered closer to the left wing but
called for more unity within the party and
stated: “What’s important is to achieve nota-
ble improvements for the great majority of the
people. If that is possible by working with the
Social Democrats and the Greens I am natu-
rally in favour!”

A major test site for this combination is
the city-state Berlin, where a coalition of those
three parties is now passing a rent control law,
defying bitter opposition. If the courts give
their OK it will prohibit (with some excep-
tions) any rise in apartment rental charges for
the next five years. But a more radical initi-
ative, aiming at a public referendum, would
also confiscate big chunks of housing from
often international corporations. It is supported
by the Left but not by the Greens and Social
Democrats. (“It’s like the GDR” some oppo-
nents whine!)

It is just possible that the local coalition
could split on this issue, leading here too to
a new local election before completing the
normal term. The basic direction of the Left
would be intricately involved.

Heated tempers

One other question is heating tempers.
Many organisations survive only thanks to
tax-free contributions by their supporters,
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like a group I am in, “Fighters and Friends
of the Spanish Republic 1936-1939” and a
wide range of solidarity groups, but also many
right-wing groups. Suddenly, out of the blue,
the German finance authorities have denied
the “non-profit character” of the VVN- BdA,
the organisation of survivors of Nazi political
and racist oppression and those (like me) who
oppose modern fascists. The move was based
on a decision by the Bavarian “constitution
protectors” (like the FBI) that it is against “our
democratic rule of law”.

A few people recalled an attempt to outlaw
the organisation in 1962 which was dropped
when the defence proved that all three trial
judges had been active Nazis, storm-troopers
or SS judges. Now the fight is on again. Many
are joining to force a reversal of the decision,
which hits at just a time when fascist threats
and murders are finally, if hesitantly, being
officially condemned. All in all, Germany’s
political future looks anything but placid.

To read more about Germany, east, west,
past, present and future, and how it relates
to questions of socialism and repression here
cng in the US, may | recommend my book,
A Socialist Defector: From Harvard to Karl-
Marx-Allee. If you have read and, like many
others, liked it, perhaps you could plug it on
your email address lists. Let others also be
provoked, entertained, amused or activated!
People’s World &
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of Marx

Library

A fundraising appeal to help renovate the
Marx Memorial Library in London will
be officially launched this week after the
building sustained serious damage fol-
lowing a flood. The library’s collection of
60,000 books was put at risk on September
24 after heavy rainfall led to water gushing
through the building.

Library staff and trustees will launch a
“Lenin 150” fundraising campaign appeal on
Friday, with the aim of raising US$65,000
by April 22, 2020, Vladimir Lenin’s 150th
birthday.

The Marx Memorial Library and Workers’
School was founded in 1933 to advance edu-
cation, knowledge, and learning in all aspects
of Marxism, the history of socialism, and the
working-class movement. It has been a key
institution of the British labour movement
since that time and houses a vast and unique
collection of materials, including archives
related to the Spanish Civil War.

In addition to being an institute for
research, it regularly hosts online and on-site
educational programs and exhibits.

The building itself, called Marx House,

was built in 1738. It has been the home of a
variety of institutions, including a radical press
funded by socialist William Morris that pub-
lished the newspaper, Justice. From 1902-03,
Lenin worked in the building, publishing sev-
eral issues of his newspaper, Iskra (The Spark),
from there.

The fundraising event scheduled for
December 6 will also pay tribute to the volun-
teers, the London Fire Brigade, and Islington
Heritage staff who came to the library’s rescue
after the flood.

Archivist and library manager Meirian
Jump said: “In our time of need, Marx House
was full of willing volunteers doing everything
from mopping up to offering expert collection
care advice. It was wonderful and overwhelm-
ing, but more than anything it demonstrated to
us what this place — our history, our archives,
and our education work — means to so many.

“But this is just the beginning. What hap-
pened on September 24 has highlighted the
need for an urgent program of works to restore
our historic building, protect our collections,
and transform access to Marx House.”
Morning Star &

 the organisation in
proved that all three
oopers or SS judges.
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Debt, austerity,
and the Euvropean Union

Eugene McCartan

IRELAND: Towards the end of November
the Irish media published reports of
comments made by Professor Christian
Kastrop, a former associate of the German
minister of finance, Wolfgang Schéuble,
one of the architects of the debt crisis.
Kastrop now works for the Bertelsmann
Foundation, a think tank sponsored by the
Bertelsmann Group, one of the principal
German transnational corporations.

The “learned” professor suggests that in
the euro crisis Ireland was caught in the cross-
fire between Germany and southern European
bail-out countries and was forced to bear
“unnecessarily harsh austerity measures.”

We as a people need to keep in mind that
we were forced to take ownership of 42 per-
cent of all banking debt by the European
Union, dominated, as it was and is, by
German monopoly capital. A significant part
of the banking debt imposed was owed to
German banks.

A decade of “austerity” has left a trail of
hospital waiting-lists, a housing crisis, and cuts
in workers’ wages and conditions, a decade in
which workers have experienced a growing
spread of precarious employment, precarious
shelter, precarious health services, and a pre-
carious future for pensioners.

The learned professor put this down in
particular to “historical trauma” regarding
debt and inflation in German historical expe-
rience. While this may have played a small,
subjective part in their thinking, what is clear is
that German monopoly capitalism would have
experienced a huge crisis if reland — like Italy,
Spain, Portugal, and Greece — had refused to
take responsibility for the massive over-bor-
rowing and speculation by financial institu-
tions, both national and global.

“Austerity” was for saving the system,
saving finance capital. The crisis presented
an opportunity for the ruling class throughout
the European Union and beyond to seize the
moment and launch an assault on the working
class, to take back from workers what they had
forced from the elite over many decades. The
learned professor, like all such elements within
academia, played a necessary role in forming

the ideological building-blocks to sustain the
system.

Not alone was “austerity” an attack on the
living standards of workers and their commu-
nities, it was also an ideological attack on the
idea of public debt and borrowing. Kastrop
played a central part in drafting what are called
“fiscal brakes,” adopted since 2016 for the
German federal budget and from next year for
Germany’s 16 federal states, which have also
been adopted and imposed by the EU.

The German state and ruling class believe
in cutting public services, slowing economies
first, to maximise the effect of public funds
invested subsequently as stimulus. These
“fiscal brakes” will prevent current and future
German finance ministers from borrowing
more than 0.35 per cent of economic output, at
the federal level since 2016 and from next year
in the provinces. In Germany this has contrib-
uted to years of chronic under spending on edu-
cation and physical and digital infrastructure.

These fiscal rules will be imposed through-
out the EU from next year and will have a very
negative impact on workers and their families
and on public services as more and more of the
tax take comes from working people, and taxes
on capital are subsequently reduced.

The Irish Fiscal Advisory Council — a gov-
ernment-appointed think tank of tame indi-
viduals — recently issued a report outlining the
over-dependence on tax revenue from corpo-
rate tax. They make the claim that up to €6
billion, or 60 percent, of the government’s cor-
poration tax may be temporary, only for as long
as it suits transnational corporations to declare
their taxes here in tax-haven Ireland.

Corporation tax rose to a record €10.4 bil-
lion last year, more than double the amount
collected in 2014. This is caused by what is
called the “on-shoring of assets,” which is due
in some measure to a small global clampdown
on transnational tax avoidance and growing
global corporate profits. About half last year’s
total came from a mere ten companies, such
tech giants as Apple, Microsoft, Dell, Google,
and Oracle.

The Fiscal Council noted that corporation
tax receipts now account for one in every five
Euros of tax collected by the government. It
also warned that between €2 and €6 billion
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Next Exit

Transnational tax avoidance: corporations will only continue to declare profits in Ireland until
another subservient client state offers them a better deal.

of the current €10 billion total may be what
it calls “excess,” or a temporary aberration in
the tax take — what we would term “imperial
rent,” whereby the Irish establishment rents
a brass plate in the International Financial
Services Centre to transnational corporations,
where they can wash their profits through the
Irish tax system and cream off a few billions of
those profits — profits accrued from the savage
exploitation of workers around the globe.
These corporations will only continue to
declare profits here until another subservi-
ent client state offers them a better deal. The
increased government spending is financed
in part by these corporation taxes and is not a
true reflection or based on the real strength of
economic activity here, and is thereby not sus-
tainable in the long term. This is where the EU
fiscal rules on government borrowing will have

a significant impact when these sources of tax
revenue dry up or are reduced.

Once again workers will face further and
ever deeper attacks on their wages and condi-
tions. Services such as health and education
will come under further attack. Neither will the
housing crisis be solved with the government’s
current strategy. We will see a further tighten-
ing of the power and control of finance capital.

Workers will always be made to pay the
price for the recurring crisis. What is needed
is a radical break with this failing and crisis-
ridden economic system.

Those who continue to argue for the
system, and those who argue that membership
of the EU is the only way forward but simply
needs progressive reforming, need to explain
how this is to be done.

Socialist Voice &

Colombia

“Dark forces” and drive to peace

Sedn Edwards

The long war in Colombia origi-
nated in the countryside, from the
state oppression of the peasants
and the continuing drive of the
large landowners (latifundistas)
to enlarge their landholdings at
their expense, using paramilitary
gangs to terrorise the people. The
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias
de Colombia (Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia) began
in Marquetalia, in the south of the
country, in 1964, consolidating the
resistance and developing into a
powerful force.

In September 2016, after four
years of protracted negotiations in
Havana, the Colombian govern-
ment and FARC signed an agree-
ment to bring the 50-year armed
conflict to an end. This agreement
was vociferously opposed by ex-
president Alvaro Uribe and his
ultra-right party (amusingly called
the Democratic Centre), and was
narrowly defeated in a referen-
dum. Their candidate, Ivan Duque,

was elected president in 2018. In
November an amended version,
with concessions by the FARC, was
passed by the Congress and entered
into law.

During the war the state and the
ruling class made use of paramili-
tary gangs that assassinated left-
wing politicians and social leaders
and massacred peasants who were
trying to protect their land from big
landowners or transnational agri-
business corporations. This violence
especially affects the Indigenous
population. These gangs were, and
are, also the main organisers of
the production and distribution of
cocaine.

Since the peace agreement the
paramilitary gangs have actually
stepped up their activities. Up to
September 8, 151 ex-combatants of
the FARC and 666 social leaders
have been assassinated. Especially
targeted is the movement for the
replacement of illicit crops with
normal agriculture.

The murder of Alexander Parra
brings the number of ex-combatants

murdered to 168. He was the rep-
resentative of the political party
FARC (Alternative Revolutionary
Front of the Common) in the proc-
ess of reintegrating FARC soldiers
in civil society. He was killed in

the centre for reintegration, which
was supposed to be protected by the
state as part of the agreement.

The government denies the
existence of paramilitaries, refer-
ring to “dark forces” or “criminal
bands” as the perpetrators of these
crimes. Not so the paramilitaries
themselves. The “Aguilas Negras”
(Black Eagles) openly boast about
their activities and habitually send
out death threats.

Since the government collabo-
rated with the “Rastojos” gang in
smuggling Juan Guaido across
the border with Venezuela, it is
not too serious about suppress-
ing them. Duque, of course, gives
unconditional support to Guaido,
and Colombian paramilitaries have
aided Venezuelan landowners by
murdering peasant activists there.

Such is the frustration at the

non-compliance with the peace
agreement, especially with the
murder campaign, that the lead-
ers of the FARC negotiating team,
Ivan Marquez and Jesus Santrich,
have decided to “go back to the
mountains” and resume the armed
struggle — a decision that was repu-
diated by the leaders of the FARC
party, Rodrigo Londofio and the late
Alexander Parra. The peace move-
ment carries on bravely as before,
trying to pressure the government
into implementing the agreement.
Two brave representatives of
Colombian women’s organisa-
tions recently spoke in Dublin.
Claudia Mejia of the organisation
Sisma-Mujer and Maria Eugenia
Diaz Alarcén, representing women
human rights defenders, gave an
account of the continuing non-com-
pliance and sabotage of the agree-
ment. They explained that the peace
agreement paid special attention to
women’s rights and safety, for the
first time in history in a deal of this
nature; yet women activists and
women’s organisations have been

targets of the paramilitary cam-
paign, subjected to sexual violence
and murder.

Local elections have just been
held in Colombia. They are already
surrounded by controversy, with
allegations of vote-buying and other
malpractices. The Movement for
Electoral Observation reports some
hundreds of violations; there were
even some arrests for vote-buying
operations. More seriously, in the
period before the elections seven
candidates were killed.

Even so, anti-government can-
didates won some important posi-
tions, including those of the mayor
of Bogota and Medellin. The elec-
tion is regarded as a big defeat for
Duque, Uribe, and the “Democratic
Centre.”

The protagonists of the peace
process will take heart. They will
push harder for its implementation;
but it will be a long and difficult
struggle.
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France paralysed
by mass strikes

France was shut down by strikes across
the public and private sectors last week
as workers took action against President
Emmanuel Macron’s attacks on pen-
sions and the retirement age. The Eiffel
Tower was closed, trains did not run and
aircraft were grounded as rallies took
place in all the country’s major cities.

Schools and businesses did not function
and the presidential palace was barricaded
shut, with an extra 6,000 police deployed to
the streets of Paris and 65 people arrested
before the main Paris demo even began.

Marchers wore yellow vests in soli-
darity with the huge gilets jaunes (yellow
vests) movement against neoliberalism
or red ones symbolising their trade union
membership.

Health workers, students and environ-
mental campaigners joined demonstra-
tions to decry the “social crisis” provoked
by Macron’s neoliberal regime, which has
attacked workers’ rights and launched a
wave of privatisations.

Supportive unions included the CGT
(General Confederation of Labour), Force
Ouvriere, Solidaires, civil servants’ union
the FSU (Finance Sector Union) and many
more. Unions say the action is open-ended
and they hope to force government conces-
sions within a week. The Paris Metro strike
will last at least until Monday, organisers
said.

The movement has also received back-
ing from most political parties, including
the Socialists, Communists and Jean-Luc
Melenchon’s France Unbowed on the left
and Marine Le Pen’s fascist National Rally

The conservative Republicans said they
did not approve of the action, but were also
opposed to Macron’s pension raid.

A guide to the action by France
Unbowed said Macron was determined to
lower the value of pensions and make men
and women work longer.

“Why work longer when by retire-
ment age one in two people is no longer
employed anyway and an employee pro-
duces on average three times more than
in 1970?” it asked. “Progress is not about
working more and more.”

France Unbowed’s Adrien Quatennens
said that “under the alibi of universality,
the government is picking everyone’s pock-
ets.” Party leader Melenchon, who marched
with strikers in Marseille, has warned that
the government’s bid to standardise pen-
sion arrangements undermines collective
bargaining agreements and pays no atten-
tion to specific circumstances in different
lines of work.

Communist leader Fabien Roussel said
the plans “attack the principle of solidarity
that is the basis of French social protection,”
being based on changes to pension calcula-
tions that “individualise” pension pots and
which Macron says will “encourage some
people to work longer.”

Security guard Joseph Kakou had to
walk an hour to get home because of the
lack of transport, but he told reporters: “It
doesn’t please us to walk. It doesn’t please
us to strike. But we have to. We can’t work
until we are 90 years old.”
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Britain

Police asked to arrest
Turkey’s Erdogan

Steve Sweeney

Cambridgeshire police were asked
to arrest Turkey’s authoritarian
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
for war crimes last week as he
visited the city to open a new eco-
mosque, partly funded by Ankara.
The allegations made against him
included atrocities committed
during Turkey’s recent invasion
of northern Syria as well as his-
torical crime.

Police were handed a judge-
ment from the Permanent People’s
Tribunal, which found that Erdogan
was responsible for war crimes and
crimes against humanity regarding
the Kurds, including operations in
Nusaybin and Cizre between 2016
and 2017.

They were also given a dos-
sier of war crimes documented by
the Rojava Information Centre, and
were asked to detain Erdogan for
the judicial execution of Kurdish-
Syrian politician Hevrin Khalaf,
who was killed by Turkish-backed
Ahrar al-Sharqiya jihadists on
October 12.

The war crimes charges were
made as Erdogan arrived following
a tumultuous Nato summit where
he was grilled over his “ambigu-
ous relationship with Islamic state”

by French President Emmanuel
Macron.

Turkey’s bullish leader cut an
isolated figure as he failed to win
support in his bid for the Kurdish-
led People’s Protection Units (YPG)
to be deemed a terrorist group by
his warmongering allies. He also
feebly backed down from his threats
not to support NATO’s Baltic
defence strategy.

His invitation to the Cambridge
mosque, made by the musician
Yusuf Islam, has proved controver-
sial. Erdogan has jailed many of his
political opponents, including 13
MPs from Labour’s sister party, the
People’s Democratic Party (HDP).

Recent figures show at least
16,300 of its activists and elected
officials have been detained since
2015. More than 9,000 academ-
ics have been purged for signing a
peace petition while around 170,000
public sector workers have been
sacked.

Members of the Kurdish com-
munity were joined by anti-war
activists, trade unionists and local
Labour Party councillors in the city,
protesting with chants of “Erdogan
terrorist” on an impromptu march.

Kurdish People’s Assembly
spokeswoman Neijla Ari paid trib-
ute to Jack Merritt and Saskia

Jones, Cambridge University stu-
dents killed in an ISIS attack earlier
this week.

She said: “Erdogan is a war
criminal and shouldn’t be welcome
in Cambridge. He is the biggest
supporter of Isis and is carrying out
ethnic cleansing of Kurds in Turkey
and Rojava.”

Ari condemned the Nato war
machine and called for an end to
Turkey’s illegal war and occupation
of northern Syria.

Cambridgeshire Labour
Councillor Jocelyn Scutt warned
of the attacks on women led by
Mr Erdogan and the attempt to
crush democracy through the
arrest of journalists, politicians and
academics.

“We are united and we say no to
Erdogan,” she said.

Protestors were cheered by
Cambridge residents as they made
their way through the city centre,
although they were blocked from
reaching the mosque, which
was protected by a heavy police
presence.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary
said the dossier and war crimes alle-
gations were being investigated by
the appropriate department, but said
the arrest of Erdogan was unlikely.
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Support the Guardian by donating to Press Fund

India

Communists vow
to fight Modi’s

Ben Chacko

The Narendra Modi government’s
approval of an Islamophobic citi-
zenship law shows that it has “no
idea about the history and the
sacrifices of our freedom strug-
gle,” leading Communist Party of
India-Marxist (CPI-M) politician
Brinda Karat has charged.

Karat denounced the ruling
BJP’s Citizenship Amendment Bill
(CAB), which the cabinet approved
on Wednesday, and warned the gov-
ernment it would be bitterly resisted
if brought to the Rajya Sabha
(India’s upper house of parliament),
as Modi intends.

The CPI-M holds that the leg-
islation violates India’s constitution
because it excludes Muslim refu-
gees from neighbouring countries
from citizenship, while the constitu-
tion guarantees rights “irrespective
of caste, creed or sex.” It has warned
that the Bill forms part of the Hindu
chauvinist BJP’s bid to transform
India from a secular republic to a
theocratic state that strips non-Hin-
dus of their rights.

The BJP argues that the legis-
lation provides protection for non-
Muslim refugees facing persecution
in the neighbouring Muslim coun-
tries of Pakistan and Bangladesh,
and that refuge for Muslims is

law

unnecessary as they can choose to
flee to majority Muslim countries.

“All those who believe in the
constitution will also oppose the
Bill,” Karat told Republic TV.
“Citizenship has nothing to do with
religion or caste. It is based on birth
and domicile in India. If we had reli-
gion as the basis of citizenship, we
should have gone Pakistan’s way. We
differ from that because of our tradi-
tion, legacy and heritage

“This government has no idea
about the history and the sacrifices
of our freedom struggle and in one
stroke of pen they want to change
the citizenship [rules]. This is the
first step towards their toxic idea
of a Hindu Rashtra [polity]. This is
totally wrong and very damaging for
the country.”

Mass protests against the Bill
have erupted in Assam, where the
Modi government has already used
a National Register of Citizens to
strip two million native-born resi-
dents — predominantly non-Hindus
— of citizenship.

India has over 200 million
Muslim citizens, more than any
country except Indonesia, and the
biggest Muslim minority in the
world. The country’s 65 million
Christians have also faced worsening
persecution from the Modi regime.
Morning Star &



10  December 11, 2019

Lettery to-the Editor
The Guawdiown

74 Buckinghau Street
Swrry Hilly NSW 2010

email: editor@cpa.org.au

Australia falling behind
on climate action

The Morrison government’s refusal to take
action to address climate change means
Australia is at risk of failing to meet even
our own insufficient carbon reduction tar-
gets. It is falling badly behind the pace of
action elsewhere globally, as the important
United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Madrid commences this week.

The Australian union movement supports
decisive action on climate change and knows
that leadership and planning is essential for
ensuring a just transition to a low-carbon econ-
omy for workers.

Emissions have risen steadily since the
election of the Coalition in 2013, and the
Morrison Government currently has no viable
plan to reverse this trend.

Australian workers on the end of a hose
fighting bushfires, treating patients from heat
exhaustion in hospitals, and manufacturing
wind turbine towers know that climate change
is a workers’ issue.

Forty-six nations are turning up at the
Conference of the Parties (COP) meeting in
Madrid with a commitment to developing a
national plan for a just transition as part of their
Paris Agreement contribution. Australia is not
one of them. Australia has no plan to move to
zero emissions and no plan to ensure work-
ers and communities participate in and benefit
from this transition

An economy-wide plan to tackle climate
change is essential to maintaining and growing

jobs and avoiding even higher rates of under-
employment, unemployment, and youth unem-
ployment than we have already seen under this
government.

Turning away from action of climate
change means leaving working people
exposed. We need long-term planning to ensure
good quality jobs and fair treatment of working
people and their communities.

Australia is turning up to global climate
talks empty-handed. We have no coherent plan
to reduce emissions, no plan to deal with cli-
mate change impacts that are already harming
Australian workers and communities, and no
plan to ensure working people benefit from the
transition to clean energy.

Instead of frustrating UN Climate talks the
Morrison government should be sitting down
with representatives of workers, business, and
civil society to develop a whole of economy
plan to ensure that Australia is leading and ben-
efiting from action on climate change.

Michele O’Neil
ACTU president

Industrial manslaughter
laws

The miners’ union welcomes the Queens-
land Labor government’s commitment to
introducing industrial manslaughter laws
to the mining industry.

Strong penalties were needed to send a
clear message to mine operators that they will
be held accountable for worker deaths caused
by negligence.

Five Queensland coal miners have died
on the job this year. We are devastated and we
will keep the pressure on government and the
industry until we are satisfied that every pos-
sible measure is in place to improve safety and
accountability.

Strong industrial manslaughter laws are an
important part of the picture.

There was no good reason to let the mining
industry off the hook in the first place, and we
are pleased mining will now be covered by
industrial manslaughter laws as other indus-
tries are.

Our union will participate in consultation

on the details of the industrial manslaughter
legislation and other safety measures.

The widespread contracting out of statu-
tory safety positions in mines is another impor-
tant area for reform.

The critical safety roles of deputy and open
cut examiner are now often outsourced to indi-
vidual contractors.

This practice is highly problematic as it
reduces the accountability of the mine operator
and makes the roles less secure. Additionally,
the KPIs (Key Performance Indicators) for
these roles are often solely based on produc-
tion targets rather than safety, which should be
their primary focus.

Mine operators must be required to directly
employ deputies and open cut examiners.

Stephen Smyth
CFMEU Mining and Energy Queensland

Old laws inadequate

UnionsWA has released the results of a
major work health and safety survey of
over 1,500 West Australians. The report
release anticipates a work health and safety
reform Bill that the state McGowan gov-
ernment has committed to introduce into
the WA Parliament before it closes for 2019
and current consultations to overhaul exist-
ing work health and safety regulations.

Current work health and safety laws were
framed more than thirty years ago and are woe-
fully out-of-date. We can and should save more
lives and prevent more injuries.

In the 1980s, physical risks at work were
both more common and more commonly
understood to be a major risk for working
people. The survey finds that today workload,
management-related stress, violence and asso-
ciated mental ill health are the major concern.

Fully 93 percent of survey respondents
nominated workload and management-related
stress as either the most important or second
most important workplace health and safety
issue.

Workload and stress was the highest ranked
issue across the public and private sector work-
force and whether or not people are working
in Perth or WA’s regions. Current work health
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and safety laws and most regulations are silent
on role that work might play in prevention or
responding to mental ill health.

Violence and bullying was ranked as the
second highest concern, notably among our
public sector workforce in local schools, hos-
pitals and other essential services. Of course,
many people still work in jobs that present
physical hazards to health and wellbeing,
which the survey found more often raised by
those working in the private sector or regional
WA.

While our work health and safety laws
have remained unchanged, medical knowl-
edge has advanced. We know much more now
than we did in the 1980s about cancer caus-
ing toxins and factors such as exposure to UV
radiation or dust.

Manufactured stone for kitchen benchtops,
a product virtually unknown until the 1990s,
contains around twice the level of dangerous
silica compared with granite, which has been
mined for millennia.

While overall rates of workplace fatalities
and injuries have been declining, this rates of
work healthy and safety improvement in WA
has been slower than elsewhere. Until recently,
penalties for work health and safety breaches in
WA were the weakest in the nation, while we
have among the most dangerous mix of indus-
tries and occupations.

Cut backs in government work health and
safety measures have also had an impact.

Between 2007 and 2017 the number of
workplace visits by Worksafe WA declined by
38 percent, while the numbers in employment
rose by 22 percent. When the cops are not on
the beat, crooks run free.

Workplace inspections are crucial, in part
because insecure work and economic uncer-
tainty means that many fear that they will lose
their job if they blow the whistle on unsafe
practices.

Unbelievably, sham contracting arrange-
ments in the so-called gig economy mean that
these working people are not protected by cur-
rent work health and safety laws.

Owen Whittle
Assistant secretary UnionsWA

Dark Waters
DuPont chemical’s toxic profits

Michael Berkowitz

All one needs to know about American
corporate capitalism is brilliantly laid
out in Mark Ruffalo’s new movie Dark
Waters. Big company, in this case DuPont,
manufactures toxic nightmare. Results
fatal. Cover-up just as scary. Story heart-
wrenching, infuriating and all true.

West Virginia farmer Wilbur Tennant’s
cows are dying. Over half of a once healthy
herd succumbs to grisly deaths, leaving a trail
of badly distorted corpses. When he gets no
answers to these unnatural circumstances
and unsettling remains, Tennant seeks out a
family friend, lawyer Rob Bilott.

Ruffalo is Bilott, a corporate defence
attorney with a conscience. He lifts the film,
just as Bilott carried the enormous weight of
the class action law suit against the DuPont
Chemical Company. The character develop-
ment is fleshed out by a stellar cast, as well as
non-actor, actual participants in the litigation.

Tim Robbins does quite a good turn as
the conflicted head of Bilott’s law firm who
is won over by the issues. Anne Hathaway, as
she reminds us in the film, is more than just a
lawyer’s wife. She is conscience, moral sup-
port, emotional sounding board and partner.

As Rob Bilott pulls the threads of what
happened to Tennant’s herd together, he
realizes that something is drastically amiss.
Dupont’s new chemical creations seem to do
more than provide Teflon coating for pans,
lubricants and building materials. As medi-
cal casualties in the surrounding commu-
nity added up, the corporation suppressed

physical signals and secretively dumped inju-
rious chemical debris.

Bilott relentlessly trudges through mas-
sive data, overcomes objections from within
his own law firm and helps organise chemical
victims to fight back. The effort jeopardises
his own marriage and family. From persist-
ence to obstinacy, he wins grudging support,
changing the nature of his law practice and
the lives of those exposed.

Dark Waters director Todd Haynes’s
linear storytelling is economical and efficient.
He follows the track graphically, weeding
through a complex of characters, hemming
in the centrifugal force of the huge intermi-
nable law suit that spread over 20 years, 3500
plaintiffs and 600 million dollars in damages.

Perhaps because of DuPont’s bitter
attempt to stretch the verdicts out beyond the
lives of the plaintiffs, the film does not have
the exuberance, insouciance and joy of Erin
Brockovich. Award-winning cinematogra-
pher Ed Lachman, who also worked on Erin
Brockovich, has created a more appropriately
dark, grim landscape out of the industrial
wasteland that DuPont so cynically reshaped.

The current deconstruction of American
courts and the Environmental Protection
Agency by the Trump administration would
seem to offer little relief from corporate
despoliation such as that found by the Dark
Waters victims. Thus, the film illustrates the
need of determined public interest lawyers
like Rob Bilott to enlist more support from
union activists, community organisers and
environmentally conscious politicians.
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Taking down

Al Neal

Last week saw quite a whirlwind of testi-
mony in the Trump impeachment hearings
before the House Intelligence Committee.
Former National Security Council staffer
Fiona Hill and foreign service officer David
Holmes closed out the final day of public
hearings, confirming once again that there
was an effort, “parallel to official chan-
nels,” to force Ukraine to investigate
former Vice President Joe Biden, and that
Donald Trump asked Ambassador to the
EU Gordon Sondland: “So, he’s [Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky| gonna do
the investigation?”

It has now been established, beyond doubt
and despite the Republicans’ frantic PR spin,
that President Donald Trump asked a foreign
country to investigate a political rival as his
re-election campaign gears up.

Over the course of testimony from nine
witnesses, it was shown that this was a cal-
culated, organised, and planned affair carried
out by the Trump White House, which has
become his rather corrupt personal political
enterprise.

With Congress now investigating every
aspect of Trump’s political, business, and
personal life, all to secure impeachment, I
can’t help but think of this affair in terms of a

criminal syndicate. The Boss is pulling all the
strings, careful to not implicate himself in any
wrongdoing. And yes, we’ve seen this before.

On the silver screen, it was brought
to life through The Godfather and Donnie
Brasco and on television with The Sopranos.
In the newspapers, it was known as “Cosa
Nostra” (the Mafia), and it has filled us with
much intrigue and fear — similar to Trump’s
presidency.

And while on this vein of thought, we
would be remiss not to mention a certain
set of federal laws aimed at curbing organ-
ised crime which could prove quite useful
in ousting a corrupt president: the Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organisations Act
(RICO).

The focus of this president’s impeach-
ment shouldn’t just be one thing, but rather
a sharp focus of all the little things making
up the single whole. Were this a civil matter,
the case would’ve been closed by now, and
Trump would be sporting an orange jumpsuit
to match his orange tan.

RICO, signed into law in 1970 by
President Richard Nixon, provides criminal
penalties for persons engaging in “a pattern of
racketeering activity” and who have a speci-
fied relationship to an “enterprise” affecting
interstate or foreign commerce.

Under RICO, “racketeering activity”

includes: state offenses such as murder, rob-
bery, extortion, and several other serious
offenses, punishable by imprisonment for
more than one year, and more than 100 seri-
ous federal offenses including extortion, inter-
state theft, narcotics violations, mail fraud,
securities fraud, currency reporting violations,
certain immigration offenses, and terrorism-
related offenses.

And it only takes a person who has com-
mitted “at least two acts of racketeering activ-
ity” within a ten-year period to be charged.

RICO also closed a perceived legal loop-
hole allowing a person who instructed some-
one else to, for example, withhold aid from
Ukraine in exchange for election interference,
to be exempt from trial because they didn’t
“actually” commit the crime. Sondland’s “I
was following orders” testimony, along with
his naming others directly involved with the
plan filled in the gap with what was missing
to implicate Trump, whom he so eloquently
and appropriately referred to as “the boss” in
emails to other underlings.

And while the RICO law was created to
address the issues of organised crime (such
as the Five Families), the Trump Enterprise,
along with his counsel, Rudy Giuliani, family
members, and soldiers (aides, cabinet mem-
bers, etc) fits the pattern of an enterprise
which has taken on a criminal life of its own.
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The Boss”’

Of course, Trump’s crime is not directly
economic here, but about national security.
And yes, RICO has been used to tackle terror-
ism and corrupt global industries.

So, now that we have established Trump
has his enterprise, we move on to showing his
“pattern of activity.”

This wouldn’t be the first time RICO crept
into Trump’s life. Businessman Trump faced a
civil RICO class action lawsuit (4rt Cohen v
Donald J Trump) for misrepresenting Trump
University “to make tens of millions of dol-
lars” but delivering “neither Donald Trump
nor a university.” The case was scheduled for
arguments November 28, 2016, but was set-
tled out of court ten days before the first hear-
ing, and shortly after the 2016 election handed
Trump the presidency.

If he did it once before, what makes us
think he wouldn’t do it again?

As we head towards the next steps in the
impeachment process, and an almost cer-
tain eventual Senate trial, the best way to
think about the president is as an inept crime
boss. And while RICO can’t apply to the
impeachment process, it does layout a strong
framework to think about the president, his
administration, and his crimes: obstructing
Congress, violating campaign finance law,
intimidating witnesses, etc, etc, etc.

People’s World &

Sydney

The Friends of KKE Sydney invite you to join them at
an end-of-year BBQ celebration and fundraising event to support
the ongoing struggles of the Communist Party of Greece.

Music — Dancing — Activities for the Children — Raffle & more

Spm

Sunday December 15

Addison Road Gumborra Hall
Addison Road Marrickville

Prices includes meal $30 Adults — $15 Kids over 10 — Free for kids below 10
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and women
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Members of Australia’s three largest trade
unions, representing more than half a mil-
lion workers, converged on Parliament
house in Canberra last week to push for an
acceleration of the planned increase in the
superannuation guarantee to 12 percent
and urge politicians to address the barriers
that result in woman retiring into poverty.

Members of the Australian Services
Union (ASU), The Shop Distributive and
Allied Employees Association (SDA) and the
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation
(ANMF) will lobby the country’s politi-
cians, to take action to address the declining
superannuation savings of Australia’s female
workers.

The large delegation, which includes retail
workers, disability workers, clerical workers,
nurses and aged care workers from across the
nation called on the Morrison government to
raise the superannuation guarantee to 12 per-
cent immediately as the impact of the delay has
been significant.

They also highlighted the failure of succes-
sive governments to abolish the $450 minimum
threshold per month, which sees thousands of
the most vulnerable workers miss out on super
entirely.

Working women, particularly those on low
incomes, are doing it tough with only 53 per-
cent of the superannuation retirement savings
of men, leaving them most vulnerable to pov-
erty and homelessness in retirement.

For women, superannuation is their only
hope of a decent and dignified retirement. Now,
just one in five Australians with superannuation
believes they will be able to live comfortably
off their super in retirement.

In light of the announced Income
Retirement Review, the delegation is holding
urgent meetings with elected representatives in
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Parliament House today, urging them to repre-
sent their constituents by standing-up for super:
* Protecting the universality of our super
system and reject any attempts to make
super “optional” for Australian workers;
Immediately increasing the Superannuation
Guarantee Contribution (SGC) rate to 12
percent;

Legislating to ensure super is paid on every
dollar earned by eliminating the minimum
threshold for compulsory employer
contributions of $450 per month in
earnings, so that every hour worked attracts
superannuation; and

Closing the retirement gender pay gap and
paying a superannuation contribution at the
prevailing SGC rate for the government’s
paid and unpaid parental leave.

The superannuation system was estab-
lished to provide a safety net for working
people in retirement and it must be protected
and improved. Any attempts by politicians to
make super optional will undermine the viabil-
ity of the whole system and force retirees into
poverty.

ANMEF assistant federal secretary
Lori-Anne Sharp said:

“The Morrison government’s recent
announcement to review retirement income
of Australians must result in addressing the
disparity in superannuation outcomes for
women.

“The Australian nursing and midwifery
workforces comprise 89 percent women,
who on average retire with 40 percent less
superannuation than men, even in female
dominated professions.
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“We need reform that addresses the current
gender pay gap, prioritises an increase to the
superannuation guarantee to 12 percent and
include the superannuation guarantee in the
commonwealth parental leave scheme so that
women are not penalised for taking time to
raise their families.

“It’s also time to remove the exemption that
allows employers to avoid paying super

to employees who earn less than $450 per
month. Aged care workers who may work
for multiple employers within a month but
earn less than $450 in each role are currently
paid no superannuation. Woman are over
represented in part-time and casual positions
in the workforce, this $450 exemption to the
superannuation guarantee disproportionately
affects women.

“Every Australian deserves a secure
retirement and comfortable standard

of living. The answer is not to make
superannuation optional for low income
earners as has been suggested by some
Liberal Senators recently. The answer is to
keep to the legislated plan to increase the
super guarantee to 12 percent and urgently
address the barriers that woman face when
saving for retirement.”

ASU assistant national secretary Linda
White stated:

“With an average of 47 percent less super
than men, women are extremely vulnerable
at retirement, particularly the one in four who
are single and approaching retirement age.

“Over 70 percent of women have estimated
balances under $150,000 and almost a

Guardian

[ I ‘.@1‘

M |iF
*'Ir!f sy -

quarter have balances less than $50,000
meaning we must find ways to increase the
level of women’s super.

“While Australia has been starved of a pay
rise, companies have reported higher profits
in everything from banking to aged care and
these companies can afford to share those
profits so the government should honour their
promise to raise super to 12 percent.

“What’s more it should be done immediately
— now is not the time to continue the freeze,
as women have lost too much money
already.”
SDA national assistant secretary Julia Fox
noted:

“Every woman deserves a secure, decent and
comfortable retirement. Yet women working
in the retail industry retire with nearly half
the retirement savings of men.

“The Morrison government must protect
and strengthen superannuation outcomes for
women by increasing the SG to 12 percent,
removing the $450 threshold, and ensuring
that superannuation is paid on every dollar
earned, including parental leave.

“The retail industry is a low paid industry
with a high proportion of causal and part
time work. We are seeing women having to
work multiple jobs to make ends meet yet the
$450 cap means they may not be earning any
super.

“The Morrison government must address
the gender retirement gap and take proactive
steps now so that women do not continue to
retire into poverty.” &
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