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The ageing population is a “time bomb”, 
threatening the government’s sacred 
budget surplus. The trade unions are 
“lawless”; the unemployed are “leaners”, 
sponging on hard working Australians; 
people with a disability are simply a drain 
on the budget. As for sole parents and bat-
tered partners (overwhelmingly women), 
it’s their behaviour that put them in that 
position. They too are undeserving. So runs 
the message from Canberra as the cuts and 
stigmatisation continue.

Anyone who is seen as unfi t for productive 
employment and capitalist exploitation is being 
thrown onto the scrap heap by the Coalition 
and its big business mates. They see no point in 
spending money on such people. Instead, they 
would rather focus on corporate welfare and 
tax cuts for the wealthy and corporate sector.

But not all spending is being cut. There 
are billions of dollars for the construction of 
new roads; the building of submarines to fi ght 
the US’s wars; for subsidies to the fossil fuel 
sector; subsidies for private hospitals; and tax 
cuts for the rich and the corporate sector.

The fascistic Ensuring Integrity Bill looks 
set to pass the Senate this week as the Coalition 
clinches deals with key cross-benchers who 
abandon any pretence of supporting workers. 
It adds to the battery of laws restricting trade 
union and democratic rights.

The aim of the legislation is to destroy any 
trade union that dares to defend its members’ 
interests and disqualify any union offi cial that 
carries out their responsibility towards their 
members.

Police state
Australia has been moving step by step 

towards a police state over the past two or 
more decades. Before much longer we are 
going to wake up to fi nd our democratic rights 
have been removed, that dissent will not be 
tolerated and all militant trade union actions 
outlawed.

At the same time, there will only be a skel-
eton of the welfare state at most, with the most 
vulnerable dependent on charities for survival 
and a second rate health system and schools for 
the poor. Indigenous Australians, already expe-
riencing marginalisation and poverty and the 
highest incarceration rates in the world, will be 
further subjugated.

At the end of the last century the Howard 
government began slashing social spending 
and launched an all-out attack on the trade 
union movement. In particular, there was the 
historic struggle by maritime workers on the 
waterfront, in a fi ght for the future of their 
union and jobs.

Industrial relations ministers Peter Reith 
and later Tony Abbott led the assault, which 
included the introduction of non-union, indi-
vidual employment “agreements” and the infa-
mous Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC). They set out to deregu-
late employment relations and kill off militant 
trade unionism.

The Howard government also began 
attacking other democratic rights with a series 
of so-called “anti-terror” laws.

The “anti-terror” laws and other attacks 
on democratic rights have continued unabated 
since the Howard days. The government’s 
latest plans are for legislation that would ban 
boycotts.

The Howard government sent the mil-
itary into 73 Indigenous communities in 
the Northern Territory, in its racist and 
anti-democratic “Intervention”. It with-
held 50 percent of welfare payments from 
Indigenous welfare recipients in the form 
of the BasicsCard (see story page 3); gave 
itself the power to take possession of 
Aboriginal land and property; increased 
police presence in Aboriginal communities; 
amongst other measures.

Of course, the communities involved were 
not consulted fi rst.

The BasicsCard can only be used at mer-
chants that the Department of Human Services 
has approved of and then on a restricted range 

of goods. This concept of the government man-
aging what a person can spend their income on 
has since been extended further to other com-
munities and groups including to non-Indige-
nous Australians.

While imposing income management, the 
government did nothing to provide income 
adequacy. Unemployment benefits remain 
frozen. Other allowances have been cut.

It is only a matter of time before the 
BasicsCard or the newer Cashless Card are 
extended to all welfare recipients.

The Abbott government took up the attack 
on social security recipients with a vengeance 
under its treasurer Joe Hockey. Since then the 
Turnbull and Morrison governments have con-
tinued the offensive, with the NDIS scheme 
carrying the brunt for attaining the budget 
surplus.

“Age of entitlement is over”
Hockey’s horror budget of May 2014 

made the neo-liberal agenda of the Coalition 
government and ruling class of Australia very 
clear. This budget signalled the government’s 
plans for fundamental changes in the role of 
government. It included $80 billion in cuts 
to health and education over the coming ten 
years.

The aim was to divest itself of basic 
social responsibilities, of raising central rev-
enue from income taxes and funding social 
and other needs. It abrogated its responsibili-
ties to the people, its international respon-
sibilities (foreign aid cuts) and turned its 
back on the environment. At the same time 
it began a virulent attack on science which 
continues today in government circles, most 
notably denial of the science of climate 
change.

One of the budget’s meanest provisions 
was to deny unemployed people who were 
under 25 access to benefi ts for the fi rst six 
months of unemployment – a measure that it 
failed to get through.

The budget was met with such strong 
opposition that the government pulled back 

on some of its measures, including the intro-
duction of a $7 co-payment for services cov-
ered by Medicare. Most of the budget has since 
been passed in stages. In the case of Medicare, 
rebates were frozen, a backdoor means of 
introducing a gap as doctors could no longer 
afford to bulk bill.

Hockey announced: “The age of entitle-
ment is over.” By entitlement he meant any-
thing provided to the people by government 
and collectively funded through general 
revenue.

He also talked in terms of people who do 
the “heavy lifting” and those who are “lean-
ers”. “Leaners” were people on the dole, 
carers’ payments, “rorting” new mothers who 
“double-dip” parental leave, etc. This stigmati-
sation was in sharp contrast to the “lifters” who 
did all the hard work and whose taxes funded 
the “leaners”.

The cuts continue along with deregula-
tion of the economy and privatisation. More 
government responsibilities have been handed 
over to the for-profi t private sector with dis-
astrous consequences for those who use the 
services.

Stigmatisation and blame for those who 
receive government payments continues today. 
The political spin-doctors have been hard at 
work and changed the language and arguments 
to cover up the government’s real intent.

Frydenberg – Hockey clone
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg is cut from the 

same cloth as his Coalition predecessors. While 
not pointing to leaners or declaring the age of 
entitlement is over, he is none-the-less discrim-
inating against and further disadvantaging the 
most vulnerable in the community.

The lowest paid and poor are on the hit list, 
as it becomes harder and harder to meet eli-
gibility requirements for government benefi ts. 
Thousands of people are being cut off their 
entitlements, consistent with the declaration 
that the age of entitlement is over. The pay-
ments are also shrinking.

Continued on page 2
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People’s Power!
It does not have any tanks, bombers, cruise missiles or nuclear 

weapons. It does not have wealthy corporations fi nancing its activi-
ties. It does not have powerful newspapers to convey its attitudes 
and activities. 

But it does have the power of millions of people who are taking 
action for their needs and policies. It is worldwide. It has swept 
into unprecedented, coordinated action against war, poverty from 
austerity programs imposed by governments serving the insatiable 
demands for profi ts from the transnational corporations.

It has all the moral arguments and truth on its side. The deci-
sions of the advocates of war can only be defended by lies. People’s 
Power refl ects the needs of the people worldwide. It expresses the 
real national interests of all countries.

The issue of peace or war has a become worldwide one affect-
ing the lives of growing millions of people. It divides a very small 
group of governments who are planning and intend to implement 
war, aggression, invasion and occupation, from the overwhelm-
ing majority of governments and people opposed to war and its 
consequences. 

Not only is this movement opposed to any specifi c war against, 
it is opposed to wars in general that have caused suffering and 
death for millions and millions of people and for thousands of 
years. People now say, “NO WAR”, meaning that war should be 
opposed and rejected. It calls for the universal destruction of all 
weapons of war. 

Many factors have contributed to the present movement. The 
Ban the Bomb movement, opposition to the Vietnam War, de-
mands for complete international disarmament and against the 
use of biological and chemical weapons, the anti-globalisation and 
environmental movements, the movements against the IMF and 
the World Bank have all played a part.

Behind the ruling powers’ propaganda is a system that thrives 
on war and has never renounced war as a means to achieve its 
ends. The system is moved by greed and the drive to occupy other 
countries, seize their resources and exploit the people of those 
countries – it is the system of imperialism which is in turn a prod-
uct of capitalism.

They dream of restoring the colonial era in which all countries 
come under their military, economic and political control. War 
will only be exorcised from human society when the system that 
thrives on war is replaced. Sooner or later that must become the 
objective of the anti-war people’s movement.

People’s Power will not go away. People worldwide can see 
now how strong they have become, that they have allies in every 
country, that it is a truly international movement, that it combines 
people of all nationalities, all religions and all but the most right 
wing of the political spectrum.

The outbreak of war will lead some to think that “nothing can 
be done” and, that despite all efforts, governments don’t take any 
notice of their citizens. That is true of some governments. The task 
then is to throw such governments out of offi ce. This is a foremost 
task for the Australian people – to throw out the Coalition govern-
ment government of war and national betrayal.

This People’s Power must form new governments that really 
struggle for the needs of the people and above all, for the peaceful 
resolution of international confl icts.

Just as the worldwide movement against war is a coalition of 
many forces, new people’s governments with new policies can be 
formed of coalitions that unite the political forces on an agreed 
political and economic program.

War can be prevented, but whatever happens the world-wide 
People’s Power has been born and it holds within it a better peace-
ful future for the people of all countries.

Welcome to People’s Power!
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
The greatest threat to the Earth is thinking someone else will save it.

Graham Peebles Graham Peebles 
Author of Author of Hollow Promises of a Better Life: Modern Day SlaveryHollow Promises of a Better Life: Modern Day Slavery  
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Creeping fascism
Continued from page 1

Hockey indicated that his aim 
was to reduce income taxes to 
zero. The process of regressive tax 
cuts is heading in that direction, 
with the wealthy being the greatest 
benefi ciaries.

“We’re always looking for 
opportunities to cut taxes. That’s 
in our DNA,” Frydenberg said. 
The people would be left to fund 
the bloated military budget, police, 
security agencies and whatever is 
left of government through the GST. 
Already there is talk about increas-
ing the GST.

Same line, new spin
The claims that are all-too-often 

trotted out such as we can no longer 
afford to provide social welfare pro-
grams including the NDIS, that the 
ageing are a problem, that we will 
not be able to afford to pay them the 

age pension, that Medicare is blow-
ing out and becoming unaffordable, 
are an indictment of the capitalist 
system.

Midst all the wealth, and there is 
no shortage of wealth, we are con-
stantly being told that basic human 
rights are unaffordable, while the 
redistribution of wealth towards the 
rich and powerful continues.

The Coalition got a shock in 
2014 when their budget was so 
resoundingly defeated as thousands 
of people around Australia took to 
the streets protesting against it. They 
learnt a lesson. Instead of presenting 
their agenda in one budget, introduce 
it gradually and refi ne the spin and 
arguments to sell it.

At the same time they have 
passed a battery of repressive laws 
to put down any dissent and lock 
up those who protest or attempt to 
defend people’s rights and living 

standards. The Ensuring Integrity 
Bill is the latest of these bills, and 
one of the most reactionary pieces 
of legislation ever to go before the 
Australian Parliament, a refl ection of 
the creeping fascism taking hold in 
the body politic.

Fight back
Frydenberg’s latest assault on 

age pensioners should be a call to 
arms to build the broadest move-
ment possible to not only defeat the 
Coalition but to elect a government 
which is prepared to govern in the 
interests of people.

If capitalism cannot provide for 
the well-being of Australians and 
afford them democratic rights, then 
it is clearly passed its use-by date. It 
is time to replace it with socialism.

The fi ght back must begin! 

PRESS FUND
The Morrison government has granted the states almost $4 
billion for new infrastructure. Some is allocated for public 
railways, but most of it will almost certainly go to construction of 
new roads, which (like the rail lines) will be privately-operated. 
In order to deal with climate change, within 11 years or so the 
government must take control over energy generation and provide 
financial support for industrial change and the installation of 
electric vehicle charging equipment and other climate change 
infrastructure. But the government ignored all of that in its $4 
billion grant. We want to help oust the government and bring 
in radically new climate change policies, but to do so we must 
have Press Fund contributions, so please send in something for 
the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors, as follows: 
KM $20, “Round Figure” $10, “Sparky” $10 
This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $5,850

Victory to 
the People’s Uprising
Statement – Communist Party of Iraq
The uprising of our people did not start last month 
and made enormous sacrifi ces in pursuit of partial 
solutions or cosmetic reforms, but directly raised 
the goal of salvation from the existing system of 
governance, the power-sharing quota policy in all 
its forms and the rampant corruption. It has clearly 
declared that the time for comprehensive change has 
come, and that it is necessary to launch a new phase 
in the country’s march and open up the way for the 
establishment of a state based on citizenship, true 
democracy and social justice.

After all the deliberate killings and the bloodshed in 
an unprecedented brutal and horrifi c manner, with hun-
dreds of peaceful protesters and security forces injured, 
and campaigns of detention, kidnapping and forced 
“disappearance”, and after the support for the valiant 
people’s uprising from various popular and social sec-
tions, as well as professional, trade union and religious 
organisations. After all this, the peaceful protesters are 
adamant that there will be no return to what had existed 
prior to October 1, 2019.

We stress that any procrastination or delay by the 
Government, the Parliament and dominant ruling forces 
in complying with the demand for real change, will only 
infl ict harm on our people and our country.

While noting that the Uprising, which is effectively 
an unparalleled popular referendum, has entered its 
45th day with great momentum and vigour, and with 
great determination to achieve its objectives, we reiter-
ate support for it by all peaceful means, and reaffi rm the 
demands we already made:

1. The resignation or dismissal of the existing gov-
ernment in accordance with constitutional procedures. 
There should be no more excuses given in order to cling 
to power.

2. To start the formation of a new government com-
posed of competent, impartial and national fi gures 
who are known for integrity. This government should 
have exceptional powers and be formed away from the 
abhorrent quota system and corruption and in accord-
ance with the Constitution. Its term should not exceed 
the period necessary to prepare the requirements for 
transition, and in all cases not more than six months.

3. The President of the Republic, in accordance 
with the Constitution, shall immediately take the nec-
essary steps to select the Prime Minister, on the basis 
of criteria of patriotism, competence, integrity, inde-
pendence and decision-making ability away from 

regional tendency, political sectarianism and narrow 
partisanship.

4. The principal functions of the new Government 
should be:

A- To accomplish the immediate and urgent steps 
to secure the people’s livelihood and satisfy their urgent 
needs, and implement the economic and social demands 
of the participants in the Uprising.

B- To bring just retribution to those who committed 
the crimes of killing the demonstrators and those who 
issued orders to them. To release all the “disappeared”, 
the detainees and the kidnapped, and to stop the cam-
paigns of pursuing and harassing other participants in 
the Uprising.

C- To act on the cases of corruption, starting with 
the worst cases, to bring the corrupt to justice and 
recover the looted money.

D- To prepare for early elections provided that it is 
preceded by:

1. Legislating a new democratic and fair elec-
toral law, which enshrines the principle of citizenship, 
expands representation and convinces citizens about the 
importance of elections and participation in them. This 
law must not be formulated to please the ruling blocs.

2. Amending the Political Parties Law to ensure 
a healthy democratic political life, and to effectively 
implement the provisions that do not allow having 
armed wings. Transparency regarding the fi nancial 
resources of the parties must be ensured.

3. Electing a new High Electoral Commission, 
which is truly independent, composed of qualifi ed indi-
viduals from outside political parties and blocs, and is 
supervised by the judiciary.

4. Ensuring effective international supervision.
Upon completion of the above tasks and leg-

islations, the Parliament must dissolve itself. The 
Government would then be a caretaker government. 
The constitutional amendments that need to be made 
will then be one of the fi rst tasks of the new elected 
Parliament.

E- To restrict the possession of weapons by the 
State.

F- To preserve the sovereignty of the Iraqi state, 
ensure the independence of national decision-making 
and prevent external interference in its affairs.

Let us work diligently to sustain the momentum of 
the peaceful Uprising until its objectives, the goals of 
the people, have been fully realised. 
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The Liberal/National government threatens 
to force Indue’s cashless debit card onto 
all recipients of major income support 
payments, including Newstart Allowance, 
Youth Allowance, and Parenting Payment. 
It is also proposed to be applied to the dis-
ability and age pensions.

Indue is a private company, which had cur-
rent National Party president Larry Anthony as 
a director between 2005 and 2013. Anthony’s 
lobbying fi rm SAS Group has continued to 
lobby on behalf of Indue to push through the 
cashless welfare card proposal. Although the 
ALP has made some calls for an investigation 
into possible corruption to be made, no action 
appears to have been taken.

The tale of the Indue card is a winding 
one, and its beginnings have already begun to 
become obscure. Immediately after his election 
in 2013, former Prime Minister Tony Abbott 
commissioned an enquiry into Indigenous 
unemployment. This was framed as being out 
of a concern for the welfare of Indigenous 
people; however this came from a man who 
enthusiastically described the arrival of the 
British colonialists in 1788 as “the defi ning 
moment in the history of this continent,” and 
defended the closure in 2015 of 150 Indigenous 
communities by the WA state government with 
the remark: “What we can’t do is endlessly 
subsidise lifestyle choices if those lifestyle 
choices are not conducive to the kind of full 
participation in Australian society that every-
one should have.”

The man chosen to head the review was 
mining billionaire Andrew Forrest. Out of all 
the people in Australia who could have been 
chosen to investigate solutions to the poverty 
of the poorest part of our population, a man 
with more wealth (and clearly, political power) 
than a person could ever need or deserve, 
gained from the exploitation of stolen land, 
land stolen from the same impoverished people 
he is claiming to want to help. Who thinks that 
the immensely rich have any special right to be 
not just listened to but approached, preferen-
tially, to make formal proposals to the govern-
ment as to how our society is run? Clearly, the 
Liberal party.

What kind of democracy is this where the 
interests and views of a small minority, who 
are already the most privileged, are given pri-
ority over the interests and views of the over-
whelming majority? 

A democracy where it is possible for some-
one like Abbott to become Prime Minister, who 

calls a “lifestyle choice” the situation imposed 
on the Indigenous people of this land by force 
of arms and genocidal intent; a man ideologi-
cally committed to the ongoing imposition of 
a toxic history.

The review produced by Forrest, entitled 
“Creating Parity” included a suggestion for the 
creation of a “healthy welfare card,” which has 
materialised as the Basics Card and now the 
Indue card.

The Basics Card system (which has already 
been widely implemented) for income manage-
ment is at least voluntary for the majority of 
its users around the country (perhaps except 
for in the Indigenous communities for which 
it was originally thought up). The ideal form 
is portrayed to represent as voluntary aid to 
help people who are struggling to manage 
their money, with many of its features variable 
according to the requests of its user.

But the Indue cashless welfare card is pro-
posed to be forced indiscriminately upon all 
recipients of applicable payments. By the logic 
of the Basics Card, this is a declaration that all 
such welfare recipients are incapable of inde-
pendently managing their money, ignoring all 
other factors in their lives, and ignoring that 
there are about half a million more unemployed 
people in Australia than there are job openings. 

Pat Turner, the chief executive of the 
National Aboriginal Community Controlled 
Health Organisation, said “The cashless wel-
fare card is unfair, a form of control and 
reminds Aboriginal people every day that they 

are treated as second- and third-class citizens 
in their own land.”

The Indue card is naked hatred and con-
tempt for Indigenous people (racism) and all 
the working class. It is overtly ideological, 
saying to all the unemployed: this is your fault, 
and you deserve suffering and humiliation. A 
deliberate negation of the objective truth that 
the present economic system is permanently 
unable to create enough jobs. 

The Indue card is privatisation of welfare. 
The welfare system exists precisely because 
the private economy is incapable of provid-
ing for the needs of the working class, yet the 
inevitable outcome of neo-liberal ideological 
fundamentalism can only be the privatisation 
of sectors such as this, that are impossible to 
carry out as effi ciently as a state-run system 
(the deplorable ineffi ciency of the existing 
system notwithstanding).

Like all such privatisations, it will never be 
truly privatised, in the sense of responsibility 
being entirely handed over to the private sector. 
Instead, even worse, it will be an expensive 
joint public-private endeavour, with the burden 
borne by the taxpayers and the profi ts siphoned 
off, parasitically, to the private owners. 

How are the Australian people allowing 
this to happen before their eyes? 

Readers of 19th century socialist litera-
ture (for instance, Marx’s Capital) will often 
be stunned by the rhetoric of most bourgeois 
politicians of the day therein reproduced. It 
was openly acknowledged that there existed a 

small, wealthy ruling class, and the impover-
ished masses of workers, and arguments were 
made openly that this is in fact entirely fair 
and just. In more recent times, this has become 
taboo in public politics. However it seems now 
that some of the capitalist parasites are starting 
to shed their camoufl age.

Government publications claim the trials of 
the Indue card have been successful. However 
the “Final Evaluation Report” commissioned 
by the government of the trials in Ceduna, SA, 
and South Kimberley, WA, show that close to 
40 percent more people taking part in the trial 
through to Wave 2 stated their lives had been 
made worse as a result of the card.

It may be of interest to readers to see a 
later 60-page audit of this trial.
(available at cpa.org.au/redirect/trial).

The original reports claim that the trials 
were successful on the basis that some reduc-
tion in behaviours such as gambling, and alco-
hol and drug consumption, were observed. 
Well of course! If you completely take away 
people’s ability to make these decisions via 
crude intervention, there will be a reduction. 
But does it solve the underlying issues? If more 
people are saying that their lives are worse off 
as a result – as is the case – then clearly not.

This unfolding episode serves as a 
reminder to the whole Australian working class 
that our interests are forever united with those 
of Indigenous Australians: the attacks targeting 
them are an attack on us all. 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, September 1990
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Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Venezuela & GazaAlso solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm Tuesday December 17
Sydney Martin Place – Outside of US Consulate Offi ce

Adelaide

Drop in to Fidel’s for a chat
Talk to CPA party members 12 – 2 pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
66 Wattle Avenue Royal Park (Southside entrance)
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Around one third of large 
companies in Australia pay no 
income tax, including around 60 
percent of mining companies. 
Chevron Australia had $2.1 
billion in income but failed to 
pay tax. It was the third year in 
the row that the company has 
not paid tax even though it earnt 
more than $8 billion in income 
during that period. Miroslav 
Palanský* explains how 
multinational firms dodge taxes, 
depriving countries of much-
needed revenue, and how to put 
an end to this practice.

Tax havens have become a defi n-
ing feature of the global fi nancial 
system. Multinational companies 
can use various schemes to avoid 
paying taxes in countries where 
they make vast revenues. In 
new research, my colleague Petr 
Janský and I estimate that around 
$420 billion in corporate profi ts is 
shifted out of 79 countries every 
year.

This equates to about $125 bil-
lion in lost tax revenue for these 
countries. As a result, their state 
services are either underfunded 
or must be funded by other, often 
lower-income taxpayers. It contrib-
utes to rising inequality both within 
countries and across the world.

Given the nature of the issue, 
it is intrinsically diffi cult to detect 
tax avoidance or evasion. To get 
around this, we use data on foreign 
direct investment (FDI) collected by 
the International Monetary Fund to 
examine whether companies owned 
from tax havens report lower profi ts 
in high-tax countries compared with 
other companies.

We found that countries with a 
higher share of FDI from tax havens 
report profi ts that are systematically 
and signifi cantly lower, suggesting 
these profi ts have been shifted to 
tax havens before being reported in 
high-tax countries. The strength of 
this relationship enables us to esti-
mate how much more profi t would 
be reported in each country if compa-
nies owned from tax havens reported 
similar profi ts to other companies.

We found that lower-income 
countries on average lose at least as 

much as developed countries (rela-
tive to the size of their economies). 
At the same time, they are less 
able to implement effective tools to 
reduce the amount of profi t shifted 
out of their countries.

Profit shifting
There are three main channels 

that multinationals can use to shift 
profi ts out of high-tax countries: debt 
shifting, registering intangible assets 
such as copyright or trademarks in 
tax havens, and a technique known 
as “strategic transfer pricing”.

To see how these channels 
work, imagine that a multinational 
is composed of two companies, one 
located in a high-tax jurisdiction 
like Australia (company A) and one 
located in a low-tax jurisdiction like 
Bermuda (company B). Company B 
is a holding company and fully owns 
company A.

While both companies should 
pay tax on the profi t they make in 
their respective countries, one of the 
three channels is used to shift profi ts 
from the high-tax country (Australia 
in our case, with a corporate income 
tax rate of 30 percent) to the low-tax 
country (Bermuda, with a corporate 
income tax rate of 0 percent). For 
every dollar shifted in this way, the 
multinational avoids paying 30 cents 
of tax.

Debt shifting is when company A 
borrows money (although it does not 
need to) from company B and pays 
interest on this loan to company B. 
The interest payments are a cost to 
company A and are tax-deductible in 
Australia. So they effectively reduce 
the profi t that company A reports in 
Australia, while increasing the profi t 
reported in Bermuda.

In the second channel, the multi-
national transfers its intangible assets 
(such as trademarks or copyright) to 
company B, and company A then 
pays royalties to company B to use 
these assets. Royalties are a cost to 
company A and artifi cially lower its 
profi t, increasing the less-taxed profi t 
of company B.

Strategic transfer pricing, the 
third channel, can be used when 
company A trades with company 
B. To set prices for their trade, 
most countries currently use what’s 
called the “arm’s-length principle”. 
This means that prices should be set 
the same as they would be if two 

non-associated entities traded with 
each other.

But, in practice, it is often dif-
fi cult to determine the arm’s-length 
price and there is considerable space 
for multinationals to set the price in 
a way that minimises their overall 
tax liabilities. Imagine company A 
manufactures jeans and sells them 
to company B, which then sells 
them in shops. If the cost of manu-
facturing a pair of jeans is $80 and 
company A would be willing to sell 
them to unrelated company C for 
$100, they would make $20 in profi t 
and pay $6 in tax (at 30 percent) in 
Australia.

But if company A sells the jeans 
to its affi liated company B for just 
$81, it makes only $1 in profi t and 
so pays $0.30 in tax in Australia. 
Company B then sells the jeans 
to unrelated company C for $100, 
making $19 in profi t, but not paying 
any tax, since there is no corporate 
income tax in Bermuda. Using this 
scheme, the multinational evades 
paying $5.70 in tax in Australia for 
every pair of jeans sold.

How to stop it
The root of the problem is the 

way international corporate income 
is taxed. The current system is based 

on an approach devised almost a cen-
tury ago, when large multination-
als as we know them today did not 
exist. Today, individual entities that 
make up a multinational run separate 
accounts as if they were independ-
ent companies. But the multina-
tional optimises its tax liabilities as 
a whole.

Instead, we should switch to 
what’s called a unitary model of 
taxation. The idea is to tax the profi t 
where the economic activity which 
generates it actually takes place – not 
where profi ts are reported. The mul-
tinational would report on its overall 
global profi t and also on its activity 
in each country in which it operates. 
The governments of these countries 
would then be allowed to tax the 
multinational according to the activ-
ity in their country.

In practice, defi ning what exactly 
constitutes “economic activity which 
generates profi t” is the tricky bit. For 
a multinational that manufactures 
phones, for example, it is not clear 
what part of its profi t is generated 
by, say, the managers in California, 
designers in Texas, programmers 
in Munich, an assembly factory in 
China, a Singapore-based logis-
tics company that ships the phone 
to Paris, the retail store in Paris 

that sells the phone, or the French 
consumer.

Different proposals for unitary 
taxation schemes defi ne this tax base 
in various ways. The five factors 
most often taken into account are: 
location of headquarters, sales, pay-
roll, employee headcount and assets. 
Different proposals give different 
weight to these factors.

Ultimately, introducing uni-
tary taxation would require a global 
consensus on the formula used 
to apportion profits. And, admit-
tedly, this would be diffi cult to do. 
As the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) says: “It present[s] enor-
mous political and administrative 
complexity and require[s] a level 
of international cooperation that is 
unrealistic to expect in the fi eld of 
international taxation.”

But, seeing as the current system 
costs governments around the world 
around $125 billion annually, is 
global cooperation really more 
expensive than that?
* Miroslav Palanský is a PhD 
candidate at the Institute of 
Economic Studies, Charles 
University, Prague.
Third World Economics 

How multinationals continue 
to avoid paying tax

Australia

Uber profi ts from abuse
The Transport Workers’ Union (TWU) last 
week began legal action against Uber in 
the Fair Work Commission after a food 
delivery driver was sacked for being just 
10 minutes late. The TWU is seeking before 
a full bench of the Commission to appeal 
a previous decision rejecting the unfair 
dismissal case taken by SA-based driver 
Amita Gupta and her husband Santosh.

The TWU last year won a case for unfair 
dismissal against Foodora after a delivery 
rider was sacked for speaking out about low 
rates and poor conditions.

“We will be asking the full bench of the 
Fair Work Commission to hear this case on 
the grounds of public interest. Everyday 
thousands of food delivery riders experi-
ence degrading conditions. With no minimum 
guaranteed wages they are expected to remain 
logged on for work for hours, waiting for 
delivery orders to come through. When the 

orders do come through the rates are pitiful. 
If they are late by even a few minutes or com-
plain they get sacked. We do not believe it is 
in the public interest for these dystopian con-
ditions to be allowed to endure and become 
the norm in Australia,” said TWU national 
secretary Michael Kaine.

“It is a mark of the absolute failing of the 
federal government that individual food deliv-
ery riders and drivers are forced to take on 
these massive global corporations one by one 
to defend their rights. Amita’s case shows the 
slave-like conditions gig economy workers 
face: in one week alone she was logged onto 
the app for 96 hours and was paid just $300. 
When she was late with an order by 10 min-
utes, Uber sacked her. We cannot stand by and 
allow this to happen,” he added.

The TWU will be arguing that other 
jurisdictions around the world have recog-
nised that gig economy workers have rights. 

In addition to the cases against Uber and 
Foodora, the TWU is also taking legal action 
against Deliveroo over the gross underpay-
ment of a delivery rider. Delivery riders and 
drivers will take part in a day of action this 
Wednesday.

A TWU survey of food delivery riders in 
Australia shows three out of every four are 
paid below minimum rates. Almost 50 percent 
of riders had either been injured on the job 
or knew someone who had. Three UberEats 
riders have been killed while working.

An investigation by Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission 
forced UberEats to admit it is a transport 
operator, not a technology platform, in con-
tracts with restaurants and to stop making res-
taurants pay for customer refunds.

Media has reported that Uber used spy-
ware to hack into rival rideshare companies, 
to steal data on their drivers so they could 

lure them over to Uber. The company also 
used spyware to close down accounts of gov-
ernment investigators who were monitor-
ing the company’s illegal operations when it 
arrived in Australia in 2014. While the Fair 
Work Ombudsman has refused to prosecute 
Uber during after a two-year investigation it 
has refused to provide the TWU and media 
with documents showing how it came to that 
decision.

According to documents the Ombudsman 
did supply, just 14 rideshare drivers were 
interviewed for the investigation.

This year almost 1,700 Foodora riders 
received back-pay totalling nearly $2.3 mil-
lion after Foodora was forced to admit it was 
underpaying their wages and refusing them 
superannuation following audits by the ATO 
and Revenue NSW. 
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Rob Gowland

American author Laura Gottesdiener poses 
a question that is at the heart of campaigns 
for public housing being waged in vari-
ous countries today (including the USA) 
as banks buy up more and more housing 
stock: “Can a society truly be a democracy 
if housing is not considered a right?”

So-called “property developers” have 
been joined by equally predatory private 
equity “investment companies” all of whom 
see housing not as a right but as a guilt-edged 
opportunity to make profi ts, by trading on 
people’s need for a roof over their heads. 
In the process, they are buying up working 
class housing, expelling the former residents 
and “gentrifying” the area in order to attract 
middle-class people as either tenants paying 
higher rents or as purchasers able to pay 
profi t-driven prices.

This is a phenomenon seen all over the 
capitalist world but predictably is most visi-
bly evident in the heartland of capitalism, the 
USA. As public advocacy group the California 
Reinvestment Coalition (CRC) notes: “The 
volume of these investor purchases of prop-
erty is unprecedented. Since 2012, large invest-
ment companies, mainly private equity fi rms, 
have raised and/or invested $25 billion to pur-
chase as many as 150,000 single-family homes 
throughout the United States.”

CRC unites over 300 organizations across 
California alone to advocate for public and 
(naively, in my opinion) corporate policy 
that “advances economic justice and equity”. 
Surely they must be aware that economic jus-
tice is not a prime concern of capitalism?

Be that as it may, CRC points out that 
“from 2013 onwards, Wall Street has issued 
more than $8 billion of securities tied to almost 
60,000 homes owned by companies such as 
Blackstone, Colony and American Homes 4 
Rent. These securities are similar to the [infa-
mous] Wall Street subprime securities that 
fuelled the housing crisis.”

American investigative reporter Aaron 
Glantz has written a new book which exposes 
the predatory, self-serving practices of key 
members of the Trump administration when 
it comes to housing policy, including Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Trump associ-
ate Tom Barrack, founder of Colony Capital, 
Inc. Its title doesn’t leave much to the imagi-
nation: Homewreckers: How a Gang of Wall 
Street Kingpins, Hedge Fund Magnates, 
Crooked Banks, and Vulture Capitalists 
Suckered Millions Out of Their Homes and 
Demolished the American Dream.

As CRC observes, “Following the fore-
closure crisis after the 2008 housing bust, Wall 
Street speculators bought up foreclosed prop-
erties, seeing an opportunity to make big prof-
its off the suffering of others. Private equity 
fi rms like the Blackstone Group and Barrack’s 
Colony Capital purchased tens of thousands of 
foreclosed properties that had been previously 
owned and lived in by families. What were 
once opportunities for people to own homes 
and build wealth, have become rental empires 
for the wealthy to squeeze profi ts from work-
ing families.”

Here’s a statistic to consider: nine large 
Wall Street fi rms together are the absentee 
landlords of more than 200,000 single family 
homes in the US.

Comments CRC: “It is now more diffi cult 
than ever to buy a home as these corporate 
landlords swoop in, and it follows disturb-
ing trends that disproportionately impact low-
income communities and neighbourhoods of 
colour.” Racism, as we all know, is very much 
alive and well in “the land of the free”. Aaron 
Glantz reported in the journal Reveal that 

Black applicants for home loans were denied 
home loans at signifi cantly higher rates than 
whites in 48 US cities, Latinos were denied at 
higher rates in 25 cities, Asians in nine cities 
and Native Americans in three.

Nevertheless, CRC frankly admits that 
they know “it’s unrealistic to expect cor-
rective action coming out of Trump’s 
Washington. This administration has chosen 
to go in the other direction – proposing to 
make it even harder to prove discrimination 
in housing and lending. President Trump has 
appointed his real estate cronies to key posts 
in his administration, overseeing much of the 
US economy and ensuring that it’s tilted to 
benefi t the wealthy few.” They include banker 
Steve Mnuchin (OneWest/CIT) as Treasury 
Secretary, Wilbur Ross as Secretary of 
Commerce and Joseph Otting as bank regula-
tor. These are the very people who have been 
responsible, as CRC notes, for “displacing our 
communities and throwing people out of their 
homes over the last 15 years”.

Naturally, given the similar economic 
make-up of the two countries, many of the 
campaigns being waged by American housing 
advocates are equally applicable in Australia.

These include pushing for the imposition 
of speculation taxes and vacancy taxes for 
homes that “remain in the hands of corpora-
tions, yet sit empty in our neighbourhoods”. 
That would certainly stir up the property spec-
ulators! Almost as much as another of their 
demands: rent control. We used to have rent 
control in Australia. Tenants were all for it, 
landlords were bitterly against it. Now why 
does that not surprise us?

If housing is a right, as we said at the 
beginning of this article, then it follows that it 
cannot be left to the discretion of profi t-hungry 
corporations to provide housing for people. In 
the fi rst few decades in the USSR, all housing 
was owned by the state and was made available 
as rental property, and most importantly rents 
were fi xed as a percentage of your income – a 
very low percentage.

But that was in the days of Socialism, 
when the idea of turning a right into a com-
modity was anathema. Capitalism, of course, 
operates on the opposite principle: if it’s not 
capable of becoming a commodity it’s not 
worth having!

Working people, however, know that turn-
ing their rights into commodities, at the mercy 
of the “market”, benefi ts no one but the boss 
and the fi nancial speculator. In the 19th cen-
tury, as capitalism developed, working class 
communities grew up so that workers would 
be handy and able to service the centres of 
industry and commerce. In other words, work-
ing people lived close to their work. The result 
was the spread of cheaply made housing for 
working people, especially in inner city areas.

These small, grimy dwellings often lacked 
basic amenities including indoor plumbing, 
but they were, perforce, close-knit communi-
ties whose members depended on one another. 
However, in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury, social reformers and property speculators 
alike promoted the benefi ts of “slum clear-
ance”, replacing sub-standard housing with 
modern dwellings. Too often, unfortunately, 
their concentration on the physical form of the 
housing lost sight of the vital importance of the 
human element.

Entire inner-city communities were 
uprooted and dispersed. In Britain, vast tracts 
of former “workers’ housing” were simply 
bulldozed and on the bare, windswept spaces 
left behind tower blocks were erected, in which 
the residents were not only alienated from each 
other but even from the district itself.

Surprisingly perhaps, no less a person than 
Prince Charles was moved to write an excel-
lent and highly critical book about this destruc-
tion of communities and the socially stultifying 
effects of confi ning people in the ugly, soulless 
residential blocks that in England are incon-
gruously called “estates”. In Australia and the 
USA, instead of wholesale demolishing of 
inner city working class housing, it has often 
been “gentrifi ed”: renovated, and converted 

into upmarket pads for middle class profession-
als and the like. The former working class ten-
ants could no longer afford to live there even if 
they were allowed to return.

The one major instance where this syn-
drome was not dominant was during the time 
of the Whitlam government, when DURD 
– the Department of Urban and Regional 
Development – took over the Glebe estate in 
Sydney and carried out a sympathetic renova-
tion of the whole suburb. But we all know what 
happened to the Whitlam government, don’t 
we?

Everywhere else, gentrifi cation for profi t 
is the order of the day. Workers are obliged 
to move to the suburbs and spend much more 
time travelling to and from work. Affordable 
housing activists in the USA and Australia are 
engaged in a similar fi ght: to stem the tide of 
housing displacement, to win people the right 
to stay in their homes and to stop profi t-driven 
practices that displace residents and fuel neigh-
bourhood gentrifi cation.

Paulina Gonzalez-Brito, the executive 
director of CRC, says of the banks and “prop-
erty developers” who are busy making money 
out of people’s need for housing, “These mod-
ern-day robber barons have tipped the scales in 
their favour at the expense of working families; 
it’s time to tip them back. We must halt Wall 
Street predation on families struggling to keep 
a roof over their head.”

Gonzalez-Brito refers to “Wall Street pre-
dation” but we know that preying on people’s 
basic needs is fundamental to capitalism every-
where. However, even under capitalism, if the 
working class and its allies unite to fi ght for 
their right to decent affordable housing they 
can of course with much effort achieve great 
improvements, and this is a struggle that not 
only meets people’s needs but focuses atten-
tion on just who the system serves. As such, 
the struggle for your right to “a home of your 
own” is a signifi cant aspect of the struggle for 
Socialism. One more reason to fi ght to change 
the system! 

Australia

Support Support 
The GuardianThe Guardian  

by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund

Win a painting by celebrated artist George Gittoes
The Australian Anti-Bases Campaign is raising money to continue its vital work which 

includes to close US war-fi ghting bases on our soil, reduce Australian military spending, 
evict the US Marines from Darwin, keep space for peace, end the ANZUS alliance, stop 

Australian companies selling arms overseas and to end the genocidal war in Yemen.

www.raffl elink.com.au/art-raffl e-for-peace
Tickets $5 each. Closes December 6, 2019. Drawn December 11, 2019 at Sappho Books & Cafe Bar, Glebe Sydney

Housing for the people



6  November 27, 2019 GuardianMagazine

SHOP PROGRESSIVE
Looking for gifts or something to read over the summer 
holiday period? Then go no further than Shop@CPA. 
We have new stock of books on offer as well as 
t-shirts, badges and DVDs at the best of prices. They 
range from the Marxist-Leninist classics through to 
Australian novels, books on the environment, women, 
and a range of other topics.

Australia
The Dyehouse
By Mena Calthorpe

The Dyehouse provides readers with a portrait of post-
war Australia, at a time when industry was being radically 
transformed by new industrial technology. Mena Calthorpe 
– who herself worked in a textile factory – takes the reader 
inside this world of underlings, middlemen and bosses. Her 
personal experience makes for an insightful portrayal of 
their lives. A great Australian novel about life in Australia. 
(The Text Publishing Melbourne, paper-back, 300 pages, 
2016,  $34.)

Environment
Green Strategy: Path to 
Fundamental Transformation
By Marc Brodine

Green Strategy adopts a philosophical approach to 
environmental issues, linking them to other struggles and 
applying lessons from past struggles. It explores the inter-
woven environmental problems caused by the imbalance 
between humanity and the natural world on which human-
ity depends. The roots of our environmental crises are iden-
tifi ed as lying in capitalism. Brodine puts forward a number 
of positive proposals for building the necessary coalitions 
and alliances with other movements. A very interesting and 
useful contribution towards the understanding of the com-
plexity of climate change and its all encompassing impact 
on every aspect of life.

International Publishers, New York, paper-back, 293 
pages, $40.

Women
The Emancipation of Women 
Lenin

The Emancipation of Women contains selected writ-
ings by Lenin on a wide variety of topics related to the 
problems of women in society. The origins and persistence 
of discriminatory and oppressive practices and modes of 
thought, the family, the important role of women in social 
movements and the need to combat prejudicial hangovers 
from the past are discussed.

Lenin “... saw full social equality of women as a princi-
ple that no communist could dispute,” Clara Zetkin writes in 
“My Recollections of Lenin”, which is also included in this 
volume. Of particular signifi cance for today is the thought 
Lenin gave to the need for women to have special demands 
and organisations of their own, within the movement for 
socialism and the true emancipation of women by way 
of victorious class struggle. (International Publishers, NY, 
paper-back, 136 pages, $21.

Trade Unions
The Trade Unions: Communist 
Theory and Practice of Trade 
Unionism
By Lance Sharkey

This book is a must read for all trade unionists. First 
published in 1942, it gives an historical analysis of trade 
unionism and the Communist Party’s role. He sets out 
to show that without consistent application of Marxism-
Leninism to its problems, without a revolutionary theory, 
the trade union movement is doomed to futility. At the time 
of writing Sharkey was editor of the Party’s newspaper, 
Workers Weekly, and chairman of the Party.

The book analyses a number of the main experiences in 
the history of the Australian trade union movement and in 
doing so provides readers with material that might serve as 
a guide for today. (Communist Party of Australia, reprint, 
120 pages, $18)

Revolution
Ten Days that Shook the 
World
By John Reed 

The iconic work, Ten Days that Shook the World by 
John Reed, is a must read to understand the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. Reed provides a fi rst-hand riveting 
description of the extraordinary events that occurred in the 
lead-up to and during the Revolution that resulted in the 
Bolsheviks seizing power.

The book was fi rst published in March 1919, and this 
edition for the centenary of the Revolution includes Lenin’s 
introduction written at the end of 1919, the preface writ-
ten by M K Krupskaya in 1923 and a new foreword by 
David Laibman. It includes an interesting piece about the 
author John Reed by Howard Lawson, which raises some 
questions for today. (International Publishers, paper-back, 
430 pages, $42)

Birth of the Communist 
Manifesto
Introduction by Dirk J Struik

The Communist Manifesto is a must for all communists 
and others interested in learning about and understanding 
Marxism. Birth of the Communist Manifesto contains the 
full text of the Manifesto and a great deal of other material 
which contributes to an understanding of the document.

This volume includes an introduction by Dirk J Struik 
which provides the social and intellectual milieu in which 
the historical document was conceived and written. This 
greatly assists in understanding the Manifesto itself. It also 
contains all of the prefaces by Marx and Engels, two pre-
liminary drafts by Engels (one only recently found) and 
other supplementary material. (International Publishers, 
paperback, 224 pages, $23)

Political Economy
Imperialism, The Highest 
Stage of Capitalism
By V I Lenin

This classic remains the best framework to understand 
capitalism’s international political economy. Subsequent 
capitalist development shows the key aspects of Lenin’s 
thesis to be correct more than 100 years on since it was 
written in 1916. Just as the basic ideas of Marx’s Capital 
have been proven correct by developments in contempo-
rary capitalism, so too, have all the fundamentals of Lenin’s 
theory of imperialism. It remains an essential starting point 
for understanding the principal international developments 
today. (International Publishers, paper-back, 128 pages, 
$14)

Frederick Engels on 
“Capital”
By Frederick Engels

If you fi nd thought of reading Marx’s Capital daunting, 
but still would like an understanding of its basics, then this 
is the publication for you. It covers the process of capital-
ist production, commodities and money, the transformation 
of money into capital, the production of absolute surplus 
value, the production of relative surplus value. The fi nal 
chapter deals with the supplement to Volume III on the law 
of value and rate of profi t, which was written by Engels 
in the last year of his life. (International Publishers, paper-
back, 108 pages, $14)

Ethics & philosophy
Marxist Ethics: A Short 
Exposition
By Willis H Truitt

There is a widespread misconception that Marxism is 
limited to material facts, mostly economic in nature, and 
does not and cannot delve into the realm of values and 
value judgements. Yet, as the author points out, it is well 
known that Marx condemned the injustices of capitalism in 
moral language.

Marxist Ethics: A Short Exposition identifi es the kinds of 
ethical concerns that were deemed important by the young 
Marx; the question of determinism in Marx’s writings; jus-
tice and workers’ interests; integration of needs and rights 
of the individual with that of whole society; the intersection 
of the arts and morality; and much more. (International 
Publishers, paper-back,119 pages, $18)



Guardian November 27, 2019  7

The Nature of Democracy 
Freedom and Revolution
By Herbert Aptheker 

The author discusses the origins of the bourgeois con-
cepts of democracy and freedom in their historical develop-
ment. The fi rst chapter deals with the ideas of John Milton, 
Thomas Jefferson, John Stuart Mill and democracy and 
class. Other chapters look at the nature of and various con-
cepts of freedom. The fi nal four chapters deal with aspects 
of revolution, including defi nitions, non-socialist and social-
ist, the questions of violence and democracy. An important 
book dealing with concepts that are widely misunderstood. 
(International Publishers, paper-back,128 pages, $18) 

Passion and Patience: 
Society, History, and 
Revolutionary Vision
By David Laibman

This book inquires into human nature and prospects, 
labour, life, capitalism, socialism, reform, revolution, lan-
guage, culture and much more – all from a Marxist per-
spective. It is a series of essays that make a comprehensive 
and informative whole including philosophy, political econ-
omy, revolutionary strategy, capitalism and crisis, social-
ism, including the former Soviet Union.

The writing style is very accessible. It is possible to 
read the book from cover to cover or to pick and choose 
which essays you wish to read. Anyone reading this book 
could not but come away with a deeper understanding of 
Marxism and the world in which we live. (International 
Publishers, paper-back, 392 pages, $42)

T-shirts 
T-shirts make excellent and welcome gifts. We have a 

range of designs, colours and sizes:
Che Guevara – red or white with black image
Lenin – red or grey with black image 
Marx – white with black image
CPA – red with Party logo
Eureka fl ag – blue with white cross.
They come in M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL

The price including postage and handling within Australia 
is $25. 

BADGES 
The CPA produced a metal badge to honour the bicen-

tenary of the birth of Karl Marx. It carries the slogan: 
“Workers of all lands unite” and the years 1818 and 2018 
on either side of Marx’s image. We have a number of other 
badges, for full details visit www.cpa.org.au/shop.

Badges are $6 each including packing and postage. To 
order write to info@cpa.org.au or phone 02 9699 8844. If 
ordering more than one badge ask for a price. 

DVDs 
Hugo Chá vez and the new 
Latin America 

An interview with Hugo Chá vez by Aleida Guevara. In 
Spanish with English subtitles, $16 

Eisenstein – Battleship 
Potemkin 

Battleship Potemkin directed by Sergei M. Eisenstein. 
The story of the mutiny on the Russian ship Prince Potemkin 
during the 1905 uprising against the Tsarist regime. 
Battleship Potemkin is considered one of the most impor-
tant and infl uential fi lms of all time, as well as possibly 
Eisenstein’s greatest work. 

Its revolutionary zeal led to it being banned in 
many countries, particularly fascist Germany, Italy and
Spain, and even Britain up until 1954! The fi lm brought 
Eisenstein’s theories of cinema art to the world in a power-
ful showcase; his emphasis on montage, his stress of intel-
lectual contact, and his treatment of the mass instead of the 
individual as the protagonist. 

Get Potemkin and another of Eisenstein’s fi lms The 
General Line on one DVD for $25.

Or how about eight fi lms by Sergei Eisenstein on four 
DVDs for just $65. The other fi lms are: October 1917, 
The Strike, Alexander Nevski, Que Viva Mexico!, Ivan the 
Terrible (Parts 1 & 2).

Magazine

NB All prices include packing and postage.

Phone 02 9699 8844 or shop@cpa.org.au. If you do not 
see what you are looking for or wish to pay using PayPal, then visit 
www.cpa.org.au/shop. Please note all prices include packing 
and postage are within Australia. For overseas orders please email 
with details of what you wish to purchase to request a price.

NAME: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ADDRESS: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

PHONE OR EMAIL: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Send payment to: 74 Buckingham Street, Surry Hills, NSW 2010 
Include a list of items you wish to purchase and ... 

Pay by  Cheque  Money order (Payable to “Communist Party of Australia”) 

Or by credit card: Mastercard  Visa *$20 minimum on cards 

Card #  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Expiry date: m m /y y  Date: d d /m m /y y y y  Signature: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Amount: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 





8  November 27, 2019 GuardianInternational

License to kill
Finian Cunningham

Boris Johnson’s pledge to end 
prosecutions of soldiers accused of 
unlawful killings during Northern 
Ireland’s confl ict not only denies 
justice for victims, it’s a license 
for British forces in all confl icts to 
kill with impunity. Prime Minister 
Johnson made his announcement 
on the annual Armistice Day 
commemorating the end of World 
War I. In a blatant electioneering 
ploy, he said if his Conservative 
government is re-elected on 
December 12, then British law 
will be amended to bar any future 
prosecution of soldiers for alleged 
atrocities committed during 
Northern Ireland’s three-decade 
confl ict (1969-1998).

Such an amnesty has long been 
called for by right-wing Tory law-
makers, many of them ex-serv-
icemen, as well as the military 
establishment and jingoistic British 
media. The Daily Mail has been cam-
paigning to end what it calls “witch-
hunts” of veteran soldiers accused 
of unlawful killings in Northern 
Ireland.

Johnson’s vow to scrap prosecu-
tions is red meat to his increasingly 
right-wing Conservative Party and 
supporters, and is no doubt aimed 
at rallying voters in elections next 
month to push through his Brexit 
plans.

There have been mounting 
efforts by Tory parliamentarians to 
grant immunity to British soldiers 
who were deployed in Northern 
Ireland.

Earlier this year, General 
Richard Dannatt who was head of 
Britain’s armed forces and who 
is now a member of the House of 
Lords, told the media: “What we 
can’t allow to go forward is the 
presumption that those deaths in 
which the military were involved 
were wrong ... Soldiers did their 
duty, got up in the morning, some-
times they came under attack. They 
returned fi re. They didn’t set out to 
murder people. Terrorists set out 
every morning to murder people and 

successfully did so. There is a huge 
distinction to be drawn.”

This view underlines that the 
Conservative Party is adamant that 
no British soldier should ever face 
justice for crimes against civilians in 
Northern Ireland.

Johnson’s latest pandering to 
the military wing of his party is a 
stark reneging on previous commit-
ments by the British government to 
apply due process to claims by vic-
tims. Irish Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney said it was “very concern-
ing” that Johnson was planning to 
shield former British personnel from 
prosecution.

The British initiative breaches 
past agreements between the London 
and Dublin governments and politi-
cal parties in Northern Ireland that 
there would be no amnesty for ex-
soldiers accused of serious crimes. 
Dealing with “legacy issues” was an 
agreed means of consolidating the 
peace process in Ireland with truth 
and reconciliation.

During Northern Ireland’s con-
fl ict, which ended in 1998 with the 
signing of an historic peace agree-
ment, nearly 3,500 people were 
killed, including civilians, rival para-
militaries and members of the British 
security forces. The British army has 
been linked to at least 300 unlaw-
ful killings, most of them unarmed 
civilians. 

Hundreds of other deaths are 
recorded to have resulted from 
British intelligence services collud-
ing with loyalist paramilitaries to 
carry out assassinations.

The most notorious incident 
was the Bloody Sunday shootings 
in Derry in January 1972 when 14 
unarmed civilians were shot dead at 
a public protest for civil rights. The 
British parachute regiment opened 
fi re on the crowds for which former 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
eventually apologised in 2010 while 
addressing Parliament.

One former member of the para-
troopers whose identity has not been 
publicly revealed is currently being 
prosecuted on charges of murder – 
47 years after the massacre. So far, 

no other soldier has been brought to 
justice for Bloody Sunday.

There are reportedly to be up 
to 150 former British soldiers who 
could potentially fi nd themselves in 
the dock for many other lethal shoot-
ings of civilians in Northern Ireland.

Bloody Sunday was only one of 
several lesser-known mass shoot-
ings carried out by British soldiers 
deployed in the province. One of 
those atrocities was the Springhill 
Massacre in Belfast on July 9, 1972, 
when fi ve civilians, including three 
children, were shot dead by British 
snipers. Another horrifi c event in 
Belfast was in August 1971 which 
became known as the Ballymurphy 
Massacre when 11 civilians were 
murdered by British troops.

The commander of the para-
chute regiment in Northern Ireland 
was Captain Mike Jackson who later 
became the top general of British 
armed forces serving in the Balkans 
and Iraq. Jackson has been accused 
of falsely claiming at the time of the 
shootings in Northern Ireland that 
his troops were coming under fi re 
from militants belonging to the Irish 
Republican Army.

Still another appalling murder 
was that of 12-year-old Majella 
O’Hare. She was on her way to 
church on a bright summer day on 

August 14, 1976, when she was 
fatally shot in the back by a para-
trooper. As her father nursed his 
dying daughter, he was verbally 
abused by soldiers at the scene. 
One of them was later charged with 
murder but he was later acquitted by 
a judge.

Despite hundreds of alleged 
deadly shootings, only a few British 
soldiers were ever convicted for their 
crimes in Northern Ireland. All three 
served less than fi ve years and on 
release from prison were reinstated 
in the armed forces.

Relatives for Justice, a human 
rights group based in Belfast, says 
that documentary evidence shows the 
British government operated a secret 
policy of indemnity for soldiers in 
Northern Ireland. The soldiers knew 
they would be protected for wrong-
doing and therefore proceeded to use 
wanton lethal force against civilian 
communities whom they suspected 
of being IRA sympathisers.

Paul O’Connor, a spokesman for 
another human rights group, the Pat 
Finucane Centre in Derry, said the 
British government is now explic-
itly signalling that their troops are 
allowed to “get away with murder.”

On Johnson’s vow to grant 
immunity, O’Connor said: “This 
is but the latest in a long series of 

legally dubious, morally question-
able and factually incorrect inter-
ventions by the Tories on the issue 
of prosecutions. Contrary to what 
is being claimed by Johnson and 
others, these are not ‘reinvestiga-
tions’, nor have these cases been 
heard previously before a court of 
law.”

He added: “When it comes to 
the possible prosecutions of former 
soldiers arising from the conflict 
in Ireland the Tories would appear 
to have the same inability to grasp 
the actual detail as they do when it 
comes to Brexit and the Irish border. 
This is cynical electoral spin-doc-
toring designed to coincide with 
Remembrance Day.”

What we are witnessing is the 
unedifying spectacle of the British 
establishment slamming the door 
shut on many outstanding demands 
for justice for victims and their 
families who suffered British state 
violence.

If British forces can kill citizens 
of the United Kingdom with impu-
nity as they did in Northern Ireland, 
then there is absolutely no restraint 
when it comes to military interven-
tions elsewhere around the world. 
British army killers are evidently 
above the law.
RT – Russia Today 

Despite hundreds of alleged deadly shootings, only a few British soldiers were ever convicted for their crimes in 

Northern Ireland.

Ireland is not an island!
Dónall Ó Briain

Since the 1970s the mainstream 
media, led by the Irish Times, 
have been using the term “island 
of Ireland,” and such variations 
as “this island,” when they need 
to refer to the whole of Ireland.

This is to avoid giving offence 
to those who cannot swallow the 
idea of Ireland being a country: they 
wish to apply that honour instead to 
the 26 Counties. Many people who 
really ought to know better have 
been repeating these terms ever 
since. Some, of course, are merely 
copying unthinkingly what they 
read or hear in the media.

The problem is reinforced 
by the fact that generations of 
schoolchildren have been taught 

pedantically that an island is any 
tract of land surrounded by water. 
This contradicts actual English 
usage: an island in fact is any such 
body of land that is not a country. 
Nobody says, “I was on Ireland,” as 
they would in speaking of an island, 
but “I was in Ireland” – showing 
that they are aware, even if subcon-
sciously, of this distinction.

Such expressions as “all the 
people on this island” were con-
trived in order to fi t a political 
agenda but have now been taken up 
by people who certainly do not sub-
scribe to that agenda. That’s how 
linguistic manipulation works.

It fi ts in with the practice of 
referring to the 26 Counties as 
“Ireland”; and we can now read 
such expressions as “the border 

between Northern Ireland and 
Ireland.” A few years ago this 
would have been greeted with deri-
sion, or outrage; today it is almost a 
commonplace. And it didn’t happen 
by accident.

This is not a trivial matter. 
Language is one of the most pow-
erful tools used by those in power 
to enforce, legitimise and normal-
ise their control. When a deceptive 
or manipulative term is introduced 
(and there are many others), as soon 
as it is accepted by people gener-
ally, that battle is lost. But if we are 
armed with an understanding of this 
process we can fi ght back.

Ireland is not an island: it’s a 
country.
Socialist Voice 
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Kate Yoder

Saltwater rushed into St Mark’s 
Basilica in Venice last week, sub-
merging marble tombs, intricate 
mosaics, and centuries-old col-
umns. A man was spotted swim-
ming across St Mark’s Square, 
normally bustling with tourists, as 
the highest tide in 50 years swept 
through.

The “Floating City” of bridges, 
vaporetti, and gondolas is hardly a 
stranger to high tides. Venetians are 
accustomed to acqua alta, or “high 
water,” arriving in the fall. 

But as the city’s foundation 
sinks and sea levels rise, the fl oods 
are getting worse. The basilica 
has submerged six times over the 
last 1,200 years. Tellingly, four of 
those instances were in the last two 
decades.

The rising saltwater presents a 
threat to the city’s prized architec-
ture, including wall paintings and 
frescoes from the Renaissance. Early 
estimates put the damage around $1 
billion so far.

It’s a vivid testament to the risks 
climate change poses to many of the 
world’s cultural treasures. In a fi t-
ting irony, minutes after Venice’s 
regional council rejected measures to 
fund renewable energy and replace 

diesel buses with cleaner ones, the 
council’s chamber was swept by 
fl oodwaters. 

Since 2003, the city has been 
working on an infrastructure project 
known as Mose (as in Moses) for 
protection against high tides, but it’s 
still not up and running, having been 
bogged down in scandal, cost over-
runs, and other delays. 

Venice has plenty of company – 
some 86 percent of UNESCO World 
Heritage sites like Venice in coastal 
regions of the Mediterranean are 
at risk from fl ooding and erosion, 
according to a study last year in the 
journal Nature.

The fate of cultural heritage – 
including museums, historical land-
marks, and archaeological sites 
– often gets ignored in conversations 
about how to adapt to an overheating 
planet, said Linda Shi, an assistant 
professor of city and regional plan-
ning at Cornell University. But it 
will likely play a bigger role in the 
coming years, she said, as people 
wake up to the threat. 

Last month brought the launch 
of the international Climate Heritage 
Network, a coalition of cities, tribes, 
businesses, universities, and other 
organizations that promise to recog-
nize the harm climate change poses 
to iconic cultural places and harness 

“the power of cultural heritage for 
climate action.”

Many UNESCO World Heritage 
sites have survived wars, floods, 
and other disasters over the course 
of hundreds and even thousands of 
years. Can they survive the climate 
crisis? Here’s a sampling of the land-
marks at risk:

The statues of Easter Island: 
The remote Pacific island, 2,200 
miles off the coast of Chile, is known 
for its giant monolithic statues of 
heads carved more than a thousand 
years ago. (and they’re not just heads 
– the rest of their bodies are buried 
underground.) The island’s coastline 
is rapidly eroding, and waves are 
beginning to lap at the statues and 
ancient burial sites.

The cedars of Lebanon: The 
trees mentioned so often in the Bible 
are imperilled. The famous Forest 
of the Cedars of God is one of the 
most vulnerable sites in the world to 
climate change, which has brought 
hot and dry conditions inhospitable 
to the trees.

An ancient burial site in 
Russia: The frozen tombs that are 
part of the Treasures of the Pazyryk 

Culture in Siberia risk thawing out 
– and therefore rotting – as tem-
peratures rise. The site includes 
2,500-year-old burial mounds and 
rock carvings from the ancient 
Scythian people.

Archaeological ruins in 
Tanzania: At a 13th-century trading 
centre called Kilwa Kisiwani, on a 
small island just off Tanzania’s coast, 
merchants handled a good chunk of 
the trade in the Indian Ocean – gold, 
perfumes, porcelain, and more – and 
spread Swahili culture far and wide. 
But the ruins could get washed away 
before archaeologists have more 
time to explore them.

The Stone Age villages of 
Scotland: The Orkney Islands off 
Scotland’s north coast contain some 
of the oldest sites in the world, with 
some structures built around 5,000 
years ago, before the Great Pyramid 
of Giza. Of the 3,000 archaeologi-
cal sites on the islands, some have 
already crumbled under heavy rains 
and erosion, and roughly half are 
under threat.

Unique habitat in Yellowstone 
National Park: Climate change 
is bringing ferocious fi res and less 

snowfall to the greater Yellowstone 
region, which spans from Wyoming 
into parts of Montana and Idaho. 
Changing conditions could totally 
reshape its landscape, draining half 
of the area’s wetlands and turning its 
dense forests into open woodlands.

So what will get preserved, and 
what will the world lose? There’s a 
fi nancial incentive to save Venice. 
Some 20 million tourists bring in bil-
lions of euros every year.

“We might be willing to pay to 
preserve places like Venice,” Shi 
said in a statement, “but few other 
cultural heritage sites and systems 
will benefi t from such attention and 
funding.”

Many places are too remote to 
draw crowds, affording them a meas-
ure of protection. No tourists means 
no trampling. But it also means gov-
ernments might not fi nd the money 
to protect them. And that’s to say 
nothing of other legacies that tour-
ists can’t visit, like oral histories and 
indigenous languages. They, too, 
could be submerged as communi-
ties are displaced by rising seas, hur-
ricanes, and other climate disasters.
Grist.com 
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More than Venice

Twitter fake accounts 
supporting Bolivia coup
Tens of thousands of fake Twitter 
accounts were created to support 
the military coup against Bolivia’s 
elected president Evo Morales, a 
new study suggests. Spanish party 
Podemos’s head of social net-
works Julian Macias Tovar says 
that over 68,000 false accounts 
were set up to try to legitimise the 
army’s overthrow of Morales fol-
lowing his re-election last month 
and to justify the massacres of 
protesters against the coup that 
have followed.

The study notes that, of far-
right Bolivian coup-backer Luis 
Camacho’s 135,473 Twitter follow-
ers, more than 55,000 were users 
created in the last 18 days. Camacho 
was among those who ransacked 
Morales’s house following the coup 
and declared that “Pachamama 
[Mother Earth] will never return to 
the palace.”

The self-proclaimed interim 
President Jeanine Añez, invested 
by military chief Williams Kaliman 

despite being sworn in by a parlia-
ment that had no quorum with its 
Morales-supporting majority absent, 
was also boosted by the creation of 
around 40,000 new Twitter accounts 
in a 15-day period.

Twitter says it prohibits the use 
of bots to amplify messages and its 
apparent indifference to the new 
accounts contrasts with its politi-
cal intervention against the left in 
Venezuela, where thousands of gov-
ernment supporters’ accounts were 
closed down in order to create the 
impression that most Venezuelans 
supported self-declared “president” 
Juan Guaidó.

Twitter took similar action 
against the government of Cuba 
in September, when Communist 
Party leader Raul Castro, other 
government figures and depart-
ments, and scores of journalists had 
their accounts closed. Similar mass 
account closings targeting Chinese 
users also happened around the Hong 
Kong protests.

The scandal emerged as 
Bolivia’s coup government admit-
ted it was having trouble supply-
ing the capital with food and fuel 
as pro-Morales demonstrators have 
occupied many of the roads leading 
to it. Hydrocarbons Minister Victor 
Hugo Zamora said petrol supply col-
umns were having diffi culty reach-
ing La Paz because of roadblocks 
and ditches dug by pro-democracy 
protesters.

The government has killed an 
estimated 23 demonstrators since 
seizing power. Ousted President 
Morales said from his exile in 
Mexico that it appears to be prepar-
ing to withstand a siege.

Church leaders in the country 
are trying to broker talks around new 
elections with Morales’s party, the 
Movement Towards Socialism.

Twitter had not responded to 
requests for comment.
Morning Star 

Ukraine

Campaign 
against land 
sell-off
Ben Chacko

Ukraine’s Communist Youth 
(Komsomol) members joined a rally 
against the planned marketisation 
of the nation’s agricultural land on 
Sunday near the offi ce of President 
Volodymyr Zelensky in Kiev. 
Protesters left political party ban-
ners and fl ags behind to emphasize 
that the great land sell-off “concerns 
all residents of Ukraine.”

The demo chanted: “No to the 
sale of land!” and “A referendum on 
land!” to put pressure on Zelensky, 
who is wrapped up in the Trump 
impeachment scandal, to go to the 
people about the “reform,” which 
has long been demanded by interna-
tional fi nancial institutions such as 
the World Bank.

Komsomol fi rst secretary 
Mikhail Kononovich said the per-
secution of the Communist Party, 
which has been banned in Ukraine 
despite polling 2.6 million votes 
in the last election in which it was 
allowed to participate, was to “clear 
the political fi eld of left parties so 
they would not interfere with low-
ering social standards and sell-
ing land. The sale of land is our 
Stalingrad – not one step back! No 
sale of land!”

The Komsomol members then 
took their placards opposing land 
sales to a protest against the block-
ade of Cuba at the US embassy, 
explaining that US companies were 

“the main customer” when it came 
to planned land sales.

After the fall of the Soviet 
Union, Ukraine abandoned its col-
lective farm system but distributed 
the land among former collective 
farmers, with a ban on its sale to 
protect smallholders from being 
swallowed up by industrial agri-
cultural giants, though in practice 
many lease the land anyway.

Ukraine has as much agricul-
tural land as France and Germany 
combined and much of it is con-
sidered higher quality. President 
Zelensky has sought to reassure citi-
zens that the land will not be bought 
up by foreigners: “The land belongs 
to Ukrainians. In the model we pro-
pose with the government, only 
Ukrainian citizens and Ukrainian 
companies will be able to buy or 
sell land.

“Horror stories about the 
Chinese, about the Arabs, or about 
the aliens who will bring out our 
land on wagons are nonsense.”

However, the law actually stip-
ulates that “Ukrainian-registered 
companies,” which may be owned 
by anyone except Russian nationals, 
can buy the land, opening Ukraine’s 
agriculture to exploitation by US 
and EU agribusiness.

Polls suggest around three-quar-
ters of Ukrainians oppose the pro-
posed land market, due to open next 
autumn.
Morning Star 
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The EU and workers’ rights
The constant narrative in the Brexit 
debate, be it in Ireland or Britain, from 
politicians, especially those elected who are 
supposedly of a progressive slant, is how 
they are opposed to Brexit because “the 
EU protects workers’ rights.” These views 
are also expressed by leading fi gures in the 
NGO sector.

This is incorrect, as the “four pillars” of 
the EU Treaty are: (1) freedom of movement 
of capital, (2) freedom of movement of labour, 
(3) freedom for a business in one EU country 
to establish in another country, and (4) freedom 
for a business in one EU country to provide 
services in another.

In 2007 the EU Court of Justice, in the 
Viking and Laval cases, held that the third and 
fourth pillars – freedom of establishment and 

freedom to provide services – have superiority 
(subject to certain conditions) over the funda-
mental trade union rights to collectively bar-
gain and to strike.

In the 26-county state, as usual, the gov-
ernment at the time was well ahead of EU laws 
regarding repressive legislation against the pro-
letariat. The anti-worker Industrial Relation 
Act (1990), brought in with the support of the 
major “social partners,” including most of the 
trade union movement, saw some of the most 
draconian laws enacted within the EU and 
Europe.

The case proposed at a packed fringe meet-
ing hosted by the Trade Union Left Forum 
during the ICTU biennial conference in July 
2019 for the 1990 act to be abolished was 
enthusiastically welcomed by all at that meet-
ing; and many trade union activists since the 
July meeting have joined the TULF.

I would encourage all progressives to 
assist the TULF in breaking the social-dem-
ocratic ideology that has made the wider 
union movement apathetic until recently. 
There are encouraging signs that this is 
changing; and at a public meeting in Wynn’s 
Hotel in Dublin in late October concerning 
low pay in the hospitality and retail sector 
that was clear to all.

Young people, mainly women, are not will-
ing to sit back and be abused, mentally or phys-
ically, by employers, and I commend them for 
their strength.

Today trade unionists need to consider how 
to highlight the undemocratic and one-sided 

character of the EU. Are there lessons to be 
learnt from the various people’s struggles 
over the last decade or so? I refer to the water 
charges campaign and the constant battles 
being fought by parents for better educational 
facilities, new schools, and local sports facil-
ities, and the many other local battles taking 
place, which the media fail to highlight.

We have seen how the EU has ratifi ed 
the Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA) with Canada, which gives 
major companies the right to sue governments 
for loss of income. One has not seen a similar 
agreement for people whose communities have 
been severely damaged by major corporations 
that are constantly damaging local communi-
ties by their plunder!

The EU has used its extensive toolbox of 
economic controls over national governments 
as a matter of European policy to limit trade 
unions’ infl uence over our terms and condi-
tions of employment. We must fi ght back, and 
show the fallacy of the EU as a component of 
monopoly capitalism and harbinger of poverty 
and death by its laws.

Paul Doran

Wages continue to fall
Quarterly Wage Price Index (WPI) 
has fallen 0.1 percent to 2.2 percent at 
September quarter 2019 on the previous 
year according to new data from the ABS 
this morning.

This comes after it was revealed that wage 
growth in new private sector agreements fell in 
the June quarter and over the year.

The Morrison government has imple-
mented a series of policies to reduce wage 
growth which have crushed economic growth 
and forced millions of Australian workers into 
fi nancial hardship.

Australians are struggling, weak con-
sumption is being driven by stagnant wages, 
household debt is at record highs, 1.8 million 
Australians are looking for work or for more 
work, and retail trade has had its worst result 
since the 1990s recession.

The quarterly growth is also the fi rst inclu-
sion of the Fair Work Commission’s mini-
mum wage increase this year of 3 per cent. If 
it wasn’t for unions fi ghting for a higher mini-
mum wage this result would be even worse.

The Morrison government has said they 
want wage growth to be low. This is their 
plan working. Millions of Australian workers 
are facing their eighth year without a decent 
pay rise because of this government’s obses-
sion with a failed trickle-down economic 
experiment.

The government’s proposed Ensuring 
Integrity Bill is intended to stymy unions and 
would make it harder for all workers to win 
pay rises, deepening this crisis.

It is more important than ever that the 
Senate crossbench stand up for the rights of 
working people and block Ensuring Integrity.

Sally McManus
ACTU Secretary

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Jenny Farrell

In our heyday of Identity Politics, 
this very fi rst anthology of work-
ing people’s poetry in contempo-
rary Ireland highlights another 
kind of identity – the working 
class, the marginalised, those 
whose concerns are most often 
ignored: people in precarious 
employment, unemployed, home-
less. The title of the collection is 
The Children of the Nation and 
recalls the pledge made by the sig-
natories of the 1916 Proclamation 
of the Irish Republic, all executed 
by the British, who had declared:

“The Republic guarantees religious 
and civil liberty, equal rights 
and equal opportunities to all its 
citizens, and declares its resolve 
to pursue the happiness and 
prosperity of the whole nation and 
of all its parts, cherishing all the 
children of the nation equally.”

This anthology makes a signifi -
cant statement. Most of the litera-
ture we read deals in comfortable 
middle-class lives, rarely about 
those whose lives are a struggle. 
The anthology is political with a 
small p. The authenticity of sixty-
seven working lives unfolding 
before our eyes makes for a genu-
inely unique volume whose contrib-
utors hail from the whole island of 
Ireland, North and South. And in the 
former, on both sides of the sectar-
ian divide.

It includes poets from the rural 
and industrial working class as well 
as those in traditionally middle-
income jobs, forced into short-term 
contracts by a neoliberal economy. 
Working class has come to encom-
pass all these groups. A non-standard 
biography for each contributor high-
lights his or her connection with the 
working class, demonstrating that 
poetry is not an elusive and exclu-
sive domain.

The themes of this anthology are 
easily recognisable for all the work-
ing class of the “First World” and by 
extension for the Third World. This 

condition is by no means limited to 
Ireland.

Homelessness is a main theme, 
casting dark shadows in manifold 
manifestations. One of these is an 
overarching feeling of alienation 
from mainstream society:

“The greedy/ rub their hands/ 
with glee in much the same/ 
way now as/ they did back then. 
Over/ a hundred/ and seventy 
years changed/ nothing. The/ rich 
get richer and the/ poor grow 
more/ poor, and most of us have/ 
nowhere to/ live. For there ain’t no 
home/ in Dublin.”

(Ross J Walsh “Black 47”)

Some poets refl ect on being vic-
tims of abuse in a society that has 
relinquished its duty of care for many 
of its children, its women, its men. 
Jennifer Horgan and Noel Monahan 
write heart-rendingly about the 
recent fi nd of almost 800 children’s 
bodies in the septic tank of a Church-
run “mother-and-baby-home”. 

Others, like Patrick Bolger, 
about clerical abuse:

“The offer is put to me, I should/ 
accept, I am told as they will 
never go/ higher, without proof 
of penetration./ Without proof of 
penetration./ The eight year old 
boy, me 23 years/ before this day, 
should have collected/ evidence. 
Evidence. My blood. Or his/. 
Semen.”

(“Evidence”)

Then there is the very real social 
violence against over 10, 000 home-
less people. Sarah Boyce evokes this 
for Belfast:

“Its brick-bled and rain-wept 
heart,/ whose municipal vision 
cuts through/ its public benches;/ 
no space here for homeless bums/ 
Meanwhile, down a high street 
entry/ great black-backed gulls/ 
span a crumpled sleeping bag/ in 
search of carrion.

(“Its Beating Heart”).

Tim Dwyer, who grew up in 
Brooklyn, observes in “Outside the 
Garden of Remembrance”: 

“overshadowed, in a curve in 
the/ Garden’s stone border, in 
plain view yet overlooked, a grey 
sleeping bag/ camoufl aged against 
the foundation. A person is hidden, 
except for the/ crown of the head, 
some strands of red hair.”

Along with others, Jessamine 
O’Connor highlights hidden home-
lessness in “Notice”, which ends: 

“So my children don’t know what 
it’s like yet to move, be insecure,/ 
to not know where you’re going 
to be, or for how long/, to keep 
everything always half unpacked 
–/ but I will never forget.”

Other writers, like Rita Ann 
Higgins, address unemployment with 
unrepentant sarcasm:

“Hey Minister, we like your suit/ 
have a bun, where are our jobs?/ 
But there was no point;/ he was 
here on a bun-eating session/ 
not a job-fi nding session./ His 
hands were tied./ His tongue a 
marshmallow.”
(“No One Mentioned the Roofer”)

These themes and countless 
others emerge from the poetry of 
people who identify with the disre-
garded and dispossessed.

One of the great neglected areas 
in mainstream Irish literary dis-
course is the Irish language tradi-
tion. Although this is defi ned by the 
experience of the most exploited 
and a stark refl ection of a colonised 
people, it is recklessly ignored. In 
this collection, Irish and English 
stand side by side, with the Irish lan-
guage poets having provided a trans-
lation into English for the benefi t of 
an international audience and non-
Irish speakers.

Two contributors write from the 
perspective of the immigrant or New 
Irish – one Greek, the other Polish. 
Unsurprisingly, their experience par-
allels that of several emigrant writers 

in the anthology, refl ecting Ireland’s 
long and inglorious tradition of emi-
gration. Untold numbers fl ed Ireland 
hoping for a better life in the USA, 
England, Australia, often contrib-
uting to the working-class struggle 
on these new shores. Anne Casey, 
who now lives in Australia, Aidan 
Casey, or Mike Gallagher voice this 
experience. Peggie Caldwell, from 
rural Donegal writes of this practice 
continuing:

“Fallacies echo: Live Register 
lowest it’s been since 2008.// 
But in these hills the white noise 
rebounds,/ the absence of fl edgling 
song deafening us.”

(“Still They Go”)

Emigration is not only refl ected 
in the poetry but also the lived expe-
rience of Anne Casey, Aidan Casey, 
or Mike Gallagher, for example. 

Internationalism is at the heart 
Francis Devine’s poetry. In “The 
Steamship Hare”, he commemorates 

an act of international working-class 
solidarity, when the SS Hare, at the 
time of the 1913 Dublin Lockout, 
brought food parcels and other 
necessities for distribution among 
the families of striking workers in 
Dublin. The British Trade Unions 
funded the ship and its cargo. Pete 
Mullineaux writes movingly of 
low-paid workers in Asia in “Free 
Range”. 

Along with the British socialist 
publisher, Culture Matters, the Irish 
Trade Union Movement was instru-
mental in bringing this anthology 
about.
The Children of the Nation. An 
Anthology of Working People’s 
Poetry from Contemporary Ireland, 
edited by Jenny Farrell, is published 
by Culture Matters. It is available 
online from 
http://www.culturematters.org.
uk/index.php/shop-support/
our-publications/item/3184-the-
children-of-the-nation
Socialist Voices 

The Children of the Nation
The fi rst anthology of working people’s poetry in contemporary Ireland



Guardian November 27, 2019  11

WT Whitney

Humans may not survive. Reports from the 
UN’s Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate 
Change provoke images of land masses 
drowning, fl eeing populations, starvation, 
terrible droughts, terrible storms, migrat-
ing diseases, new deserts, and intolerable 
heat. It’s an “ecological Armageddon,” 
says one expert. We hear about “the sixth 
extinction,” the geologic epoch that is our 
own. It’s called the “Anthropocene.” The 
name suggests human activity and human 
responsibility.

It’s bad enough to imagine blame and sce-
narios of dread, as if from science fi ction, but 
add in the presently feeble response to dire 
threats and we’re in a funk. If tools were avail-
able, we’d get a lift. Marc Brodine’s book 
Green Strategy, reviewed here, is about tools.

It’s about capitalism too. For Brodine, 
that’s “the root cause of most of the environ-
mental problems we face, and is also the big-
gest obstacle in fi nding real solutions.” Those 
problems stem from “wide-ranging imbalances 
between the ways that humanity impacts nature 
and the limits of the resources that nature is 
able to provide.” For Brodine, environmental 
abuse manifests as climate change and also 
vanishing fresh water, toxins and pollutants on 
land and in the sea, ocean acidifi cation, defor-
estation, topsoil losses, decreasing soil fertility, 
disappearing species, and the spread of infec-
tious diseases.

Brodine apparently regards scientist and 
environmental activist Barry Commoner as 
a mentor. In 1997, Commoner attributed the 
environmental crisis to “our systems of pro-
duction – in industry, agriculture, energy, and 
transportation.” That year, he predicted “global 
human catastrophes: higher temperatures [and] 
the seas rising to fl ood many of the world’s 
cities.”

Ever-expanding production is the hall-
mark of capitalism, and the role of capitalism 
in causing environmental devastation is under 
the microscope. “This new ecological stage 
was connected to the rise, earlier in the cen-
tury, of monopoly capitalism,” Monthly Review 
editor John Bellamy Foster claimed in 1994. 
Judgment as to who is responsible for global 
warming turns to the association of produc-
tion, fossil fuel, and emissions as the “smok-
ing gun.”

Knowledge of cause might have brought 
about strategising. That hasn’t happened. 
Naomi Klein in her 2016 book This Changes 
Everything blamed capitalism for disturbing 
the climate, but limited her remedial proposals 
to civil disobedience and lifestyle alterations.

Now the Green New Deal surfaces 
in response to the environmental chal-
lenge. Separate proposals sponsored by 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and 
others, and by Senator Bernie Sanders, contain 
what Foster calls “revolutionary reforms.” In 
his opinion and that of Naomi Klein, whose 
views have evolved, these reforms could lead 
to transformational changes. What’s needed, 
says Foster, is “a mass mobilisation of the 
entire society.”

Neither Green New Deal proponents nor 
commentators have explained how that might 
happen. How to launch education, organisa-
tion, and unifi ed action is left for another day. 
The Labour Network for Sustainability, The 
Atlantic magazine, the People’s Policy Project, 
and Resilience instead focus on feasibilities 
or on the availability of resources. The Nation 
magazine calls for mobilisation, but offers little 
more.

Marc Brodine’s Green Strategy fi lls the 
void. The book is about developing politi-
cal will, specifi cally about creating a move-
ment “capable of building the political power 
to implement fundamental change.” Brodine 
envisions a giant coalition in which political 
struggle for nature would merge with other 
struggles.

Or more precisely: “A massive movement 
is needed, worldwide in scope, to fi ght defen-
sive battles against environmental degradation 
and exploitative development. Then the move-
ment can proceed to fi ght for long-term fun-
damental transformation of our economies.” 
The object is “broad-based unity to reach and 
organise millions of people.”

His book discusses context, science, 
philosophical underpinnings, environmental 
organisations, past political movements, mass 
protests, and socialism. Facts, observations, 
verdicts, and proposals fi ll a book larger by far 
in content than in physical size.

Brodine calls for defenders of the environ-
ment to organise politically and make linkages 
in many directions to build “political force.” 
He envisions alliances with “struggles for 
peace, justice, equality, health care, immigrant 
rights.” People will be “gaining strength from 
each other” from a “network of mutuality,” an 
expression of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.

Coalition-building will be reciprocal: “All 
progressive struggles have an environmen-
tal component, and successful alliances have 
been built ... uniting environmental concerns 
with economic ones.” Environmental struggles 
will join with peace and justice movements 
throughout the world.

In his survey of US movements for civil 
rights and labour rights, for ending apartheid 
and the Vietnam War, Brodine fi nds precedents 
for achieving unity and avoiding hazards. He 
discusses problems posed by far-left politick-
ing, mixing moral imperatives and practical-
ities, and confusing tactics with strategy. He 
would pursue reforms and revolutionary goals 
simultaneously and work with “cross-class 
elements.”

The labour movement is a crucial player, 
both because of labour’s organisational exper-
tise and because the enemies of labour are the 
enemies of other progressive causes. And, 
“Only workers have the power to shut down 
the economy [and to] wrest control of produc-
tion decisions away from the capitalist class.”

Indeed, “Working class power is the only 
force capable of saving humanity from capi-
talism and creating a sustainable economy and 
sustainable environment.” The author iden-
tifi es the working class as the “vast major-
ity of humanity that works for a living.” He 
calls for collective solutions for environmental 

problems, social control of resources, and “fun-
damental changes to our economic system.” In 
essence, “socialism is a necessary precondition 
for the survival of the human race, for the kind 
of fundamental solutions humanity needs.” The 
socialism Brodine wants is “based on a scien-
tifi c understanding” of human-caused risk to 
nature.

Socialist assumptions in Green Strategies 
are frequent but unobtrusive. The chapter on 
“environmental socialism” is a high point. 
While perhaps not the author’s prime goal, 
the book provides the reader with useful infor-
mation on the workings and aspirations of 
the socialist movement, which includes the 
author’s own Communist Party USA. Socialists 
reading the book might be reminded as to who 
they are. For the others, says Brodine, fi ght-
ing for the environment may be “a new path to 
socialist consciousness, a new way to under-
stand the need for fundamental economic 
change.”

Marxist theory explains how change 
occurs. Brodine cites interconnections, “feed 
back” loops, and contradictions affecting natu-
ral and social phenomena. They lead to ten-
sions and thus to change, which is constant. 
Small quantitative changes accumulate and 
then manifest as one big change, a qualitative 
one. That’s the so-called “tipping point.”

Looking at societal problems, he describes 
new realities and struggles impinging upon 
the political status quo. In theory, new politi-
cal solutions follow, one after the other. Those 
political processes dealing with environmen-
tal challenges are under stress. They misfi re 
and go on a new tack. Eventually they solidify 
into a collective human effort aimed at rescue. 
That’s another tipping point.

Brodine is well-equipped to author a book 
outlining society’s response to environmental 
disaster. He has long headed the Communist 
Party’s environmental work and the book dem-
onstrates his familiarity with research fi ndings 
and dialogue in the natural sciences. Socialism, 
he writes, “harnesses the latest in science, tech-
nology, and social organisation.”

Virginia Brodine, the author’s mother, 
must have had a lot to do with why this book 
exists. A colleague of Barry Commoner, she 
was a prominent anti-nuclear and environmen-
tal activist and an author (Air Pollution and 
Radioactive Contamination, 1972). Her writ-
ings are collected in the book Red Roots, Green 
Shoots (International Publishers, 2007).

Brodine’s writing style is clear and cogent. 
The book is well organised. Readers may 
object to repetition of insights and conclusions. 
But for this reviewer, reiteration was useful 
in reinforcing the author’s main points. Any 
future edition of the book – potentially a prize 
as the crisis advances – would benefi t by the 
addition of an index.

From this vantage point, Green Strategy 
is a valuable and much appreciated book. It’s 
a primer on forming a mass movement serv-
ing the people. Grounded on science and on 
political and social realities, it’s well suited 
to have an impact on what counts, which is 
conscious-raising in favour of collective solu-
tions. Above all, the book is about the survival 
of living things and the integrity of nature and 
so has ethical thrust.
Green Strategy: The Path to Fundamental 
Transformation
Marc R Brodine
International Publishers, New York, 2018
People’s World 

Green Strategy:
To beat climate change, humanity needs socialism
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Tens of thousands of Yemenis have died during 
the last few years alone as a result of US military 

support for Saudi Arabia’s war against them.

Tim Libretti

While Turkey continues to deny this history 
to this day, in 1915 the nation of Turkey 
engaged in a genocide of the Armenian 
people. The mass killing reduced the 
Armenian population from two million to 
400,000. The denial of genocide, of course, 
is nothing new; it has a long tradition at 
home in the US and abroad. We simply 
need to consider the fact that the US has 
never owned up to its own acts of genocide 
against Native Americans.

And when it came to Turkey’s massacre of 
Armenians, the Holocaust, Pol Pot’s reign of 
terror, Iraq’s killing of Kurds, Bosnian Serbs’ 
mass murder of Muslims, the Hutu’s exter-
mination of Tutsi’s, the US not only did not 
deploy forces to intervene, but the govern-
ment did nothing to deter the crimes. And in 
the Middle East itself US policies have, as they 
did in Iraq, resulted in the deaths of hundreds 
of thousands, tens of thousands of Yemenis 
having died during the last few years alone as a 
result of US military support for Saudi Arabia’s 
war against them.

And we can point to many episodes of 
imperialist behaviour, on the part of the US 
and others, that bear features of genocide and 
are simply normalised and sanctioned by many 
nations around the globe, such as the occupa-
tion and violence Palestinians endure.

Despite this history of denial it is impor-
tant to continue to name and call out acts of 
genocide.

While Donald Trump is not alone or unique 
among American presidents who have allowed 
or participated in genocidal acts, it is still 
important to call out his behaviour and poli-
cies that, both domestically and internationally, 
constitute acts of genocide and call for interna-
tional intervention.

Last month, with the knowledge and 
approval of US President Donald Trump, 
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
ordered Turkish troops into northern Syria to 
commit, effectively, another genocide, this 
time of the Kurdish people. Some international 
reporters have declared the act an “ethnic 
cleansing.”

The act of handing over the Kurdish people 
for slaughter, of effectively authorising and 
inviting Erdogan’s genocide, was announced 
by Trump’s press secretary in these words:

“Turkey will soon be moving forward with 
its planned operation into northern Syria. 
The United States Armed Forces will not 
support or be involved in the operation, and 
the United States forces, having defeated the 
ISIS territorial ‘caliphate,’ will no longer be 
in the immediate area.”

Of course, removing forces and denying 
support and defence previously in place are 
acts that do most certainly constitute “support” 
and involvement.

As a reminder, in 1948 the United Nations, 
in an historic and important moment, drafted its 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of Genocide.

A review of the convention’s salient points 
makes clear that not only is Trump complicit 
in this current act of ethnic cleansing against 
the Kurds, but also his administration has 
repeatedly, in its policies engaged in genocidal 
behaviour, most blatantly in his immigration 
enforcement policies, his denial of asylum 
seekers, and his caging of children and sepa-
rating of them from their parents.

At a minimum, Trump’s policies and 
behaviour merit scrutiny in an International 
Court of Justice.

Here is how Article II of the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide
defi nes genocide:

In the present Convention, genocide means 
any of the following acts committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethni-
cal, racial or religious group, as such:
• Killing members of the group;
• Causing serious bodily or mental harm to 

members of the group;
• Deliberately infl icting on the group 

conditions of life calculated to bring about 
its physical destruction in whole or in part;

• Imposing measures intended to prevent 
births within the group;

• Forcibly transferring children of the group 
to another group.

Certainly, when it comes to the situation 
of the Kurds in northern Syria, the active 
and intentional withdrawal of military sup-
port and defence at least warrants consid-
eration as an act of “deliberately infl icting 
on the group conditions of life calculated to 

bring about its physical destruction in whole 
or in part.”

When it comes to Trump’s immigration 
policies, his administration denying immi-
grants from Central America the right to seek 
and apply for asylum in the US is also argu-
ably an act of deliberately infl icting on these 
migrants conditions likely to result in their 
deaths. By many accounts, those people fl ee-
ing, in particular, Guatemala and El Salvador, 
and seeking asylum are escaping conditions 
of brutal and deadly violence or starvation. 
Many asylum-seekers deported back to these 
nations have in fact been brutally murdered 
upon return.

And what about the separation of families? 
In international law, as we can see in the con-
vention’s language, “forcibly transferring chil-
dren of the group to another group” constitutes 
genocide. One might argue that the children 
aren’t necessarily being transferred to another 
group, though in some cases the separated chil-
dren have been placed with other families. At a 
minimum, though, they have been transferred 
to the care of US governmental agencies. By 
some counts, over 2,500 children were sepa-
rated from their parents, and hundreds remain 
in that condition.

As The United Nations Offi ce on Genocide 
Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, 
in a guidance note titled “When to Refer to 
a Situation as ‘Genocide,’ ” clarifi es, “it is up 
to a mandated judicial body to make a legal 
determination as to whether genocide did 
indeed occur, and who was responsible.” Thus, 

the note concludes, “United Nations offi cials 
should rely on the determinations of lawfully 
constituted courts.”

If a “lawfully constituted court” does deter-
mine, that an act of genocide is being commit-
ted, then “the United Nations can advocate 
for action to prevent, halt and/or punish such 
‘alleged’ or ‘possible’ crimes.”

Whether or not Trump’s acts, or any acts, 
constitute genocide, this guidance note from 
this UN offi ce concludes with an important 
point:

United Nations offi cials should not avoid 
engaging in discussion about the nature of 
events that may constitute genocide and other 
atrocity crimes. This means acknowledging 
serious violations of international human 
rights and humanitarian law that may have 
been committed in the past or may be ongo-
ing, including where there has not yet been 
a legal determination of the type of interna-
tional crime that may have been committed. 
United Nations offi cials have a responsibility 
to contribute to international dialogue on the 
causes of genocide and other atrocity crimes 
and to advance collective efforts to prevent 
future crimes.

While Trump does need to be impeached, 
this international discussion of his admin-
istration’s policies and behaviours needs to 
take place in the context of an international 
legal framework and tribunal of sorts. Our 
nation’s leaders have proven themselves to be 
ineffective.
People’s World 

We charge genocide


