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Anna Pha

Woolworths is the latest corporation in
a long series of companies exposed for
wage theft. Its management can make all
the claims it likes about the award system
being too complex. Theft is theft. And
should be called out and punished as a
criminal offence.

Wage theft has become a business model. It
is not some occasional, accidental aberration or
mistake. It is particularly rife amongst casual
and other lower paid workers. It involves the
super-exploitation of workers for the sake of
boosting profits.

According to a University of Technology
Sydney report, one in three international stu-
dents and backpackers are paid about half the
legal minimum wage.

There is a long list of corporations that
have been caught red-handed helping them-
selves to workers’ wages. Big names such as
Domino’s Pizza, Pizza Hut, McDonalds, Perth
Donut King, Bakers Delight, Commonwealth
Bank, Qantas, Coles, IGA, Bunnings,
Wesfarmers, 7-Eleven, and Retail Food Group
(Brumby’s, Michel’s Patisserie and Donut
King).

Wages on Australia’s farms, which are
being squeezed by the Woolworths/Coles
supermarket duopoly, are as little as $8 an hour
in some instances compared with the minimum
wage of $19.49 per hour.

Many of the retail outlets exposed for wage
theft have enterprise agreements with the right-
wing shop assistants union (SDA) that actually
left workers worse off or were not enforced by
the union.

RAFFWU

The Retail and Fast Food Workers Union
(RAFFWU) was set up to counter the SDA and
its sweetheart deals with the big retail employ-
ers. RAFFWU has been responsible for the
exposure of a number of cases of wage theft,
including the latest involving Woolworths.

Contrary to media reports, Woolworths
did not suddenly discover an accidental under-
payment. RAFFWU was about to run a class
action against Woolworths for wage theft. It
then admitted the underpayment, meaning the
class action could not go ahead. The SDA was
not, contrary to the impression of some media,
responsible.

According to the Sydney Morning Herald,
at least 250,000 workers were underpaid as a
result of deals between the SDA and big busi-
ness and should never have been approved by
the Fair Work Commission.

Woolworths is one of the largest employ-
ers in Australia with 196,000 employees. Its
group of companies includes Woolworths, Big
W, Dan Murphy’s, and BWS. More than one-
third of its workforce is under 25 years of age.

The name George Calombaris has become
synonymous with wage theft. In his court-
enforceable undertaking with the Fair Work
Ombudsman, Calombaris admitted his restau-
rants had failed to pay minimum award rates,
add casual loadings, including penalty rates

for weekends, and make any allowance for
split shifts, overtime or making staff work
through their meal breaks. He’d also failed
to pay permanent staff their annual-leave
loadings.

The total payout to his employees and
former employees has blown out to $7.8 mil-
lion. While this a tiny fraction of the $300 mil-
lion or so Woolworths is believed to owe its
salaried staff, relatively speaking it is still a
hefty amount.

Criminalise underpayment

Young Indigenous children are locked up
for shop-lifting. So why aren’t those who steal
millions upon millions of dollars out of work-
ers’ pockets locked up?

The government is tossing with the idea of
making under-payment a criminal offence. But
don’t hold your breath. A conviction will be
close to impossible under the legislation they
have in mind, and hence worthless.

This is clear from Christian Porter’s sug-
gested conditions under which it would apply:
“My instinct is that in circumstances where
there has been very large amounts of under-
payment over a sustained period of time, where
it has been known and there’s strong evidence
of that, i.e. that the person knew that they were
underpaying their staff large amounts of money
over long periods of time, and fourthly, where
there were efforts to conceal that underpay-
ment — that’s the type of scenario.”

Innes Willox, chief executive of the
Australian Industry Group, told the Nine news-
papers that the “vast majority” of employers
did the right thing. Instances of underpayment
were mostly “genuine errors,” Willox claimed.

Curiously, these “genuine errors” work in
favour of the employer!

The claims by business organisations that
the system of awards and enterprise agree-
ments is too complex is nonsense.

If the underpayments are a result of “com-
plex” laws, then why do we only see underpay-
ments, and don’t hear of any overpayments?

The system of modern awards is the
result of award simplification and stripping. If
employers could handle a far more complex
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system with less sophisticated technology,
there is no excuse for getting it wrong now.

All this talk about complexity is a cheap
cop-out and part of a drive to further deregulate
the industrial relations system.

Wage theft is endemic in the construc-
tion, retail, hospitality, and other low-paid sec-
tors where workers are employed casually or
through labour hire. It is also rife where visa
workers are employed and amongst employ-
ers of immigrant workers. In the case of visa
workers, even where they know they are being
subjected to below award wages, fear of depor-
tation means they do not dare speak out or go
to a trade union.

Employers also use fear to rule over casual
workers, who fear loss of their jobs if they join
a union or speak out.

How could this happen?

Workers have always been robbed (surplus
value). But wage theft, in the form of under-
payment of the legal minimum, has crept up
as a widespread business model over the past
few decades.

Historically workers have relied on trade
unions to negotiate their legal entitlements and
to ensure employers meet all of their legal obli-
gations. Since the mid-1980s, when the Hawke
Labor government signed an Accord with the
trade union movement, there has been a grad-
ual decline in the ideology, numerical and
industrial strength, and rights of trade unions.

Under the Accord, wage restraint and co-
operation with employers became accepted.
Never before, had the trade union movement
agreed to co-operate with employers or restrain
wages.

In the early 2000s, the Howard Coalition
government set out to clobber and destroy the
trade union movement. There was a series of
legislation, culminating in WorkChoices and
the union-busting Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC). WorkChoices, with
its individual non-union employment con-
tracts took a heavy toll on wages and working
conditions.

During the Gillard/Rudd years, individual
contracts were abolished but trade union rights
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took another hit, in particular with curbs on the
right to strike.

The Abbott/Turnbull/Morrison govern-
ments have continued where Howard left off,
with possibly the most threatening of all leg-
islation, the Ensuring Integrity Bill, currently
before Parliament.

As a result, trade union density has been
decimated. Ideologically, with a few excep-
tions, trade unions have been disarmed. Those
who dare to defend the legal entitlements of
their members are hit with a sledgehammer. In
the case of building and construction unions,
penalties run in the millions of dollars with
restrictions on their ability to organise and
recruit members.

The Fair Work Commission’s role cen-
tres around matters such as unfair dismissal,
approval of enterprise agreements, right of
entry permits, and dispute settlement. The
Registered Organisations Commission polices
trade union finances. The ABCC polices and
takes trade unions to court for defending their
members’ rights.

Way forward

There is no statutory body to police
employers. Trade unions have also lost the
right to inspect employers’ books for the pur-
pose of checking that wage rates and other
entitlements are being met.

Legislation treating wage theft as a crime is
required. It should carry jail penalties and dis-
qualification from holding office for CEOs and
others responsible.

It cannot be left to government authorities
to enforce workers’ rights. They should, how-
ever, ensure that all employees are provided
with a statement of their rights and be pro-
tected if they or their union raise breaches of
an award or enterprise agreement.

This on its own will not be enough. Trade
union rights are vital. In particular, the right
of entry, the right to inspect a company’s
books, the right to strike and the abolition of
the ABCC. The Fair Work Act should be torn
up and replaced by legislation ensuring worker
and trade union rights. &
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Lest we forget

November 11 is Remembrance Day, the day when the Armistice
Treaty ending World War 1 was signed in 1918. November is also
an important anniversary for Australia for a very different reason.
On that day in 1975, the Governor-General Sir John Kerr sacked
Australia’s Prime Minister Gough Whitlam in a bloodless coup.
Whitlam had indicated his government’s opposition to any foreign
bases or military facilities on Australian soil, including those of
the US. In particular, the lease on the most important of the US’s
facilities, Pine Gap, was to come up for renewal in December.
It would not be renewed according to Whitlam. (Nugan Hand,
www.cpa.org.au/resources)

“Whitlam’s ‘crimes’? He pulled us out of the Vietnam War;
stopped conscription and released the young men jailed for non-
compliance with the draconian National Service Act; abolished the
White Australia Policy; and assumed responsibility for Aboriginal
health, education, welfare and land rights; initiated pay rises for
workers; started Medibank [predecessor of Medicare — Ed]; abol-
ished university fees; established legal aid and relaxed censorship and
divorce law; among many other initiatives,” wrote Joan Coxsedge,
former Victorian Legislative Council Member, author and artist.
(Nugan Hand)

“But,” Coxsedge continues, “it seems his biggest ‘crime’ was the
‘Loans Affair’ committed by Minister for Minerals and Energy Rex
Connor who tried to ‘buy back the farm’, in other words, buy back
our foreign-owned resources.”

“Our man Kerr,” as the CIA called him, had strong ties with the
CIA and links with Groupers, a virulent anti-communist group that
set out to rid trade unions of communists. He had far-right views and
long-standing ties to military intelligence. Kerr, with the blessing of
the Queen, the reactionary Attorney-General Sir Garfield Barwick,
the military, and opposition leader Malcolm Fraser, did the CIA’s
dirty work for them. He rid US’s military ally of a “dangerous”
leader. Big business was also happy to see a progressive government
go. Shares on the stock market rose following the coup!

When news broke that Kerr had sacked Whitlam, furious work-
ers took to the streets. Unions called strikes, workers walked off
the job. There were violent clashes with police, who rode horses
and drove vehicles through crowds of protestors. A number were
injured, some arrested and charged.

Whitlam made the famous statement: “Well may we say God
save the Queen. Because nothing will save the Governor-General.”
Nothing did save him. He was hounded out of Australia by demon-
strations wherever he went.

Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) president, Bob
Hawke, responded by calling for restraint. In the trade union move-
ment, he was notorious for putting out disputes, not winning them
for workers. Militancy was not in his vocabulary, and that is what
was needed at the time. The working class was ready to respond to
strong, militant leadership, but that was not forthcoming.

Hawke, more interested in class collaboration than class strug-
gle, told The Australian, “... we have got to show we are not going
to allow this situation to snowball and there is a real possibility it
will snowball into violence.” He continued, “We must not substitute
violence in the streets and anarchy for the processes of democracy....

“What has happened today could unleash forces in this country
the like of which we have never seen.” What was he so afraid of? A
militant uprising? The end of the monarchy in Australia?

“We are on the edge of something quite terrible and therefore
it is important that the Australian people respond to leadership.”
His leadership, of course. This means acquiescence to the situation
and sitting it out for the “processes of democracy” in an election
on December 13.

That did not deter the Australian Building Construction
Employees and Builders Labourers Federation. They called for
a general strike and condemned Hawke for his call for restraint.
Needless to say, under Hawke’s leadership of the ACTU, the call
for action was not heeded.

The mass media, employers, and Coalition waged a massive
campaign vilifying Labor, in which facts were a rare commodity.
Labor lost the election. Malcolm Fraser was installed the following
January as Prime Minister. The coup had achieved its aim.

The November 11 coup has been forgotten by many. For others,
it was well before their time. It is an example of how the ruling
class will dispense with democracy when it suits them and also of
the influence the CIA has over politics in Australia.
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The Morrison government has announced that it intends to jail
climate protesters. That shows just how far the parliamentary
representatives of big capital are prepared to go in defence of the
most powerful sections of big business, when those businesses are
under threat from the wrath of the public. But speaking about
the climate, we’d have to say that things are about as barren for
the Press Fund as the drought-induced dustbowl shown on the
front page of the last issue of the Guardian. Where is everyone?
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which help us cover the costs of production, so please send in
something for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to
this week’s contributors, as follows:

A Dennard $20, “Round Figure” $10, “Sparky” $10
This week’s total: $40 Progressive total: $5,550
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Avtomation must
include less hours,

no loss of pay

Coal-mining jobs will disappear faster than a blink
of an eye caused by new automated technologies
developed by the CSIRO, and not the scare and
vilification campaigns by the Liberal and National
party coalition government blaming climate
change activists.

Len Lean

Coal mine workers have been concerned about the
impact of renewable energy resulting in loss of their
jobs. Renewable energy projects have had some
effect on coal production however, the CSIRO 3D
scanner invention will reduce the need for workers
and completely eliminate worker exposure to toxic
gases and dusts in replaced operations.

The CSIRO’s flameproof 3D scanning device can
transmit a full panoramic view of an underground coal
mine in real time, resulting in miners leaving the dan-
gerous and toxic atmosphere at the coalface longwall
operations. Operations will be remotely controlled at the
surface control centre. The system is currently being tri-
alled by Glencore at Oaky Creek in central Queensland.

Coal mining is a dirty industry and has contributed
to traumatic injuries and long term health issues ranging
from trivial to the fatal. Toxic dust reduced life expect-
ancy and quality of life of coal miners including pneumo-
coniosis (black-lung) and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD) such as bronchitis and coal dust emphy-
sema and lung cancer.

Explosive fumes contain hazardous gases including,

methane which occurs naturally in coal mines. Other
toxic contaminants include carbon monoxide, oxides of
nitrogen, including nitric oxide and nitrogen dioxide,
hydrogen sulphide, sulphur dioxide, ammonia, radioac-
tive gas can be released from coal and decay of radon
produces fine solid particles called radon daughters (a
known carcinogen).

Naturally occurring asbestos is found in underground
excavation activities. Diesel exhaust emissions are par-
ticularly hazardous underground or at the surface opera-
tions, the International Agency for Research of Cancer
(IARC) classified diesel exhaust as a group 1 carcinogen
(causes cancer in humans) on June 12, 2012.

Automation will see most operations in coal and
other mines being performed by machines completely,
we have seen over recent year’s driverless trucks and
trains introduced into mining with subsequent loss of
jobs.

All industries will be faced with new technology
and the resultant replacement of workers. The capitalist
system of free enterprises results in unhealthy competi-
tion of gaining cost advantage using less labour power to
produce more (dog eat dog outcome).

The trade union movement must not wait on the elec-
tion of a federal Labor government. Unions must now
pursue a much shorter hours per week for all sectors with
no loss of pay to maintain people in employment. Failure
such as has happened with the inability to breakdown
the enforced federal collision’s wages cap has resulted
in more small businesses going to the wall, unacceptable
unemployment and underemployment, reduced purchas-
ing power, hunger and mortgage stress. &
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When the aristocracy come forward, the people fall backward;
when the people come forward, the aristocracy, fearful of being
left behind, insinuate themselves into our ranks and rise into
timid leaders or treacherous auxiliaries.

Theobald Wolfe Tone, Manifesto to the Friends of Freedom in Ireland (1791)

Adelaide

Drop in to Fidel's
for a chat

Talk to CPA party members
12 -2pm

Monday, Wednesday and Friday

66 Wattle Avenue Royal Park
(Southside entrance)

Visit the Workers’ library,
working class classics

Monthly evenings of music 6-10pm
(bar facilities)

Sydney
Celebrate the 95th anniversary of
the Lebanese Communist Party

8:00 pm Saturday November 16
Candlelight Reception

17 South Terrace Punchbowl

The Lebanese Communist Party — Sydney
Branch would like to extend its invitation to
you to join us for the celebration of the 95th
anniversary of the party’s foundation.
In this occasion, we would like to invite you
to attend our Annual Gala Night.

We highly value your attendance and solidarity.
Sydney Branch Bureau — The Lebanese Communist Party
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Climate Change: more severe
bushfires droughts and floods

Len Lean

These weather conditions have been stead-
ily increasing in frequency and sever-
ity since the time of Invasion Day on the
January 26, 1788.

With this federal Coalition government,
who are enchanted with coal and chock-a-
block with climate change sceptics, plus the
opposition acting like wobbly jellies on the
subject, there is a critical need for continued
public action demanding change to the current
ruinous path.

History has shown

Major bushfires have occurred and caused
considerable damage, destroying lives, prop-
erty and the eco system. Black Thursday in
1851, in Victoria where an estimated 5 mil-
lion hectares were burnt, followed by another
on Red Tuesday in February 1891 in South
Gippsland when about 260,000 hectares were
burnt, 12 people died, and more than 2,000
buildings were destroyed.

This deadly pattern
continued

Dorothea Mackellar’s poem published
in 1908, My Country, endures with its “wide
brown land” evoking “flood and fire and
famine” and that “pitiless blue sky”.

Major bushfires on Black Sunday, February
14, 1926 saw the tally rise to 60 lives being
lost and widespread damage to farms, homes
and forests.

Prone to weather patterns

Australia is commonly regarded as being
extremely prone to damaging bushfires. Much
of eastern Victoria and alpine parts of NSW
are remote, mountainous and inaccessible,
with bushfires often caused by multiple light-
ning strikes which can grow quickly in size.
Climate drivers have affected the variability of
Australia’s fire weather and lower than average
rainfall. The bushfire seasons are commencing
much earlier and finishing later.

Bushfire experience

Experience has consistently shown that
early detection and aggressive early attack is

the key to keeping bushfires small and gives
the best chance for control. In September and
October this year, bushfires ravaged properties
in the Granite Belt, Queensland’s cool climate
country where farmers were already battling
drought conditions with shortages of water. It’s
been a big blow to the local community esti-
mated at $60 million less in economic activity.

Homes were destroyed by bushfires burn-
ing in northern NSW and about 40 fires were
reported burning across the state, many out of
control.

Reliance on
firefighting aircraft

All the states now rely heavily on
expensive firefighting aircraft. After Black
Saturday in 2009 it was reported to the Royal
Commission that the Sikorsky S-64 (Elvis) air
crane cost $20,000 a day to keep on standby
plus an additional $11,000 a day to oper-
ate. Fuel was a significant cost with the air-
craft consuming about 2,000 litres per hour.
Whereas, smaller reconnaissance helicopters
such as Euro copter AS350 proved cheaper,
costing about $1,500 per day on standby and
$1,000 more to operate. The overall cost of
having a fleet on standby for the 2008-09 finan-
cial year was $18 million plus an additional
$16 million in operating charges. An enjoyable
profit for private aircraft operators.

The National Fleet of
aircraft is hired

The responsibility for bushfire suppression,
and therefore aircraft use, rests with the each
state and territories government. The National
Aecrial Firefighting Centre (NAFC) was formed
in July 2003 to coordinate national arrange-
ments for contracting and sharing valuable fire-
fighting aircraft. The national fleet comprises
approximately 130 contracted fixed-wing, heli-
copters and large air tankers which supplement
many state-owned and state-contracted aircraft
to meet peak demand across Australia, making
up more than 500 aircraft, provided by over
150 operators.

Why should private operators of firefight-
ing aircraft make huge profits from a vital serv-
ice when it could be performed by the RAAF?

Our air force has the expertise in maintenance
and pilots. Profits should never be made out of
people’s disasters, it’s immoral.

Hired drones used
for monitoring

Remotely controlled Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAV) (also called drones) were hired
by Emergency Management Victoria and the
Department of Environment Land, Water and
Planning in 2016 to test their effectiveness as a
low cost means to gather intelligence on bush-
fires, planned burns and floods. Drones fitted
with infrared cameras were used at Rosedale in
January 2019 to detect hot spots during mop-
ping-up operations. More drones should be uti-
lised in bushfires for information gathering and
dropping fire pellets for back-burning opera-
tions instead of putting helicopter crews at risk
and ground crews exposed to the carcinogenic
bushfire smoke.

Bushfire and coastal
flooding insurance?

Insurance issues are being considered in
the light of climate change and the increased
risks of bushfires and coastal flooding. Many
areas prone to bushfires or coastal flooding will
be uninsurable. After all, insurance companies
have never been remotely benevolent socie-
ties. Already some insurance policies exclude
damage from bushfires and floods.

Built into premiums in all policies are: the
cost of their multi-story buildings, staff wages,
chief executive officer and board members plus
bonuses, motor vehicles, and significant returns
for shareholders. Premiums will inevitably
rise to protect profits. State governments have
sold off publicly owned insurance companies,
even compulsory vehicle insurance so that the
market can make even bigger profits.

How do we get
our policies to the people?

The capitalist mass media have always
deprived the CPA of oxygen, because we
challenge the capitalist system by promot-
ing socialism. Other parties receive coverage
because they work within the capitalist system
and “advocate changing the rules” to tinker
with changes which do nothing substantial to
change workers’ exploitation. The national
and multinational companies are continually
increasing wealth for bankers, financial specu-
lators, insurance companies and big business
executives.

Organisations such as Lock the Gate, Get-
Up, and the Greens have made good use of
communication technology to connect with
members and supporters. Our party needs to
exploit this option and all other technology that
can promote our policies. There has never been
a more urgent need to put before the people
a true alternative to the capitalist system. &

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

www.cpa.org.au

From the Archives

Opposition mounts to
union-busting bills

The Guardian, December 1988

“It may look like a driftwood shack now, but the way property is
going up, it could well fetch forty grand in three years.”

The Morrison government has re-
committed to its extreme union-
busting Ensuring Integrity and
Worker Benefits bills (IE), despite
hearing from numerous experts
and ordinary working people that
the bills would attack their rights,
leave unions less able to keep
them safe or fight for better pay
and conditions.

By ignoring this evidence the
government has demonstrated that
these bills are not about good policy
but a blind attack on the union move-
ment which will hurt millions of
working people.

The unions’ umbrella body, the
ACTU, welcomed commitments
from the ALP and the Greens to
oppose the bills outright. It also wel-
comed Centre Alliance’s opposition
to the EI bill in its current form but
expressed concern that the changes
suggested by Centre Alliance would
fail to address the extreme and
biased nature of the bill.

The senate inquiry into the leg-
islation heard from ordinary union
members, academics, religious

leaders and human rights lawyers
that Ensuring Integrity would be an
attack on the most basic rights of
working people, reducing the abil-
ity of unions to protect workers and
fight for pay rises, while also putting
Australia out of step with the inter-
national community and in breach of
Australia’s obligations under inter-
national law.

The inquiry also heard that the
Worker Benefits bill would strip
thousands of workers of invaluable
services like suicide prevention and
low-cost insurance.

Under Ensuring Integrity, unions
taking even ten minutes protest
action to protect the safety of work-
ers and the general public could face
deregistration, with union leaders
barred from holding positions.

An independent international
review has found this legislation is
only comparable to laws passed by
fascist dictatorships.

“This union-busting bill is
an ideological attack on working
people from a government obsessed
with eroding their rights and bowing

to the whims of big business,” said
ACTU president Michele O’Neil.

“The senators involved in this
inquiry heard from ordinary working
people who know that the EI bill will
result in unions being shut down and
silenced, leaving workers exposed
to increased exploitation, wage theft
and dangerous workplaces.

“To persist with these bills in the
face of that evidence from ordinary
Australians is a demonstration of the
blind, ideological hatred for unions
which drives this government. All
this while the Morrison government
turns a blind eye to systemic wage
theft by businesses like Rockpool.

“We thank the ALP and the
Greens for opposing these bills out-
right and Centre Alliance for making
it clear that the EI bill as it currently
stands is unacceptable. We call on
senators from Centre Alliance and
Pauline Hansons’ One Nation as well
as Senator Jacqui Lambie to stand up
for working people and vote against
these bills.” &
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Exploitation and Marx’s

theory of surplus value

Seamus Carey

For most workers, it is intuitively simple
to grasp the meaning of “exploitation”
from a moral standpoint. Capitalist soci-
ety in practice is full of examples of overt
ill-treatment of workers, unfair contracts,
poor conditions, wage theft, and open
disdain for the dignity and independence
of the working class amongst much of the
wealthy elite. The apologists for capital-
ism are all too happy to write off each and
every such example as an isolated incident,
due only to the moral failings of the indi-
viduals involved, not a symptom of any
systemic problem. But investigating the
underlying structure of our society reveals
a deeper cause and a deeper and even more
pervasive system of exploitation.

One of the scientific breakthroughs that
established Marx as the foremost thinker of the
workers’ movement was the discovery of the
secret of surplus value production. Ever since
the earliest theorists of capitalist political econ-
omy (such as Adam Smith, David Ricardo)
developed an understanding of capitalist econ-
omy as a system based on equal exchanges
of commodities, a question arose to which no
satisfactory answer could be found — if all the
exchanges of commodities that make up the
capitalist economy are supposed to be equal,
how is any value ever added overall?

These early theorists generally acknowl-
edged that the creation of value is tied to the
application of labour; however none could
give a consistent theoretical explanation as to
where exactly this extra value appears in the
system of equal commodity exchanges. Marx
answered this question by showing how value
in a commodity economy has a twofold char-
acter, and so too does labour: the concrete
action of specific types of labour produces
specific use-values of different and incompa-
rable qualities (for instance baking produces
bread, tailoring produces coats, etc), while
abstract labour-time produces exchange-value,
identical in quality but distinguished by quan-
tity, ultimately represented by price. When we
say “value,” we are typically referring to this
exchange-value.

In the process of the development of capi-
talism, labour itself is transformed into a com-
modity and its concrete nature as transformer
of the material world takes a backseat to its
abstract capacity as producer of exchange-
value. What exactly is being produced and
how it is used is largely irrelevant to the cap-
italist proprietor or investor who only cares
about how much profit can be made from its
sale. This commodity form of labour is prop-
erly termed labour-power, and its units are the
hours, weeks, and years of the worker’s life
and creative capacity sold to capitalists to be
used as the latter see fit.

As a commodity like any other, the
exchange-value of labour-power is determined
by nothing but the mass of socially neces-
sary labour-power that goes to produce it. On
a social scale, this means the general level of
wages represents the total necessary for the
production and reproduction of the working
class. But note that this value, which ultimately
determines the level of wages, has nothing
whatsoever to do with the specific commodi-
ties being produced.

On the other hand, labour-power is a com-
modity quite unlike any other: it has the unique
characteristic of being both a commodity and
the measure of value of commodities. Herein

lies the secret of surplus-value production:
the concept of the “value of labour” obscures
the distinction between the two sides of the
nature of value and commodities, and labour
as a commodity in particular. When a business
employs a worker, they exchange the commod-
ity money for the commodity labour-power, its
value being determined by the average cost
of maintaining the worker and their family
according to the prevailing working hours and
living conditions. By the laws of the market,
this is an “equal” trade.

However when the worker is put to work,
the application of their labour to the produc-
tion process adds more value to the com-
modities produced than was accounted for by
their wages. The surplus value thus produced
is entirely appropriated by the capitalist. The
working class, without sufficient capital of
their own, are forced to sell their labour-power
to the capitalists, but in doing so are deprived
of their claim to its products. This continuous
system of exploitation by the capitalists leads
to the ceaseless accumulation of wealth in a
small number of hands, and the perpetuation
of the poverty of the working class.

In Capital, Marx writes:

“That which comes directly face to face
with the possessor of money on the market, is
in fact not labour, but the labourer. What the
latter sells is his labour-power. As soon as his
labour actually begins, it has already ceased
to belong to him; it can therefore no longer be
sold by him. Labour is the substance, and the
immanent measure of value, but has itself no
value. In the expression ‘value of labour,” the
idea of value is not only completely obliter-
ated, but actually reversed. It is an expression
as imaginary as the value of the earth. These
imaginary expressions arise, however, from the
relations of production themselves. They are
categories for the phenomenal forms of essen-
tial relations.”

Marx’s theory of political economy dem-
onstrates how even if the prevailing concep-
tions of fairness and legality were followed
perfectly, they would szl result in exploitation
of the masses of workers by the minority capi-
talist class. These prevailing conceptions are
not in fact eternal, impartial laws of nature, but
arose at a particular stage of historical develop-
ment, and ultimately represent the interests of
the ruling class alone. This is why when we see
the rampant examples of obvious unfairness
dealt out to workers such as the epidemic of
outright wage theft, we cannot even demand ‘a
fair wage,” we must ask, ‘whose idea of fair?’
Engels wrote in 1881: “A fair day’s wages
for a fair day’s work? But what is a fair day’s
wages, and what is a fair day’s work? How
are they determined by the laws under which
modern society exists and develops itself? For
an answer to this we must not apply to the sci-
ence of morals or of law and equity, nor to any
sentimental feeling of humanity, justice, or
even charity. What is morally fair, what is even
fair in law, may be far from being socially fair.
Social fairness or unfairness is decided by one
science alone — the science which deals with
the material facts of production and exchange,
the science of political economy.”

Marx’s contributions to political economy
prove that the economic laws inherent to capi-
talism lead society into a blind alley of exploi-
tation, alienation, poverty, environmental
destruction and war. The existing standards of
fairness are artefacts of an unfair system and
are themselves unfair. The only fix is to change
the system. &
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The surplus value
thus produced is
entirely appropriated
by the capitalist.

The Darwin Workers’ Club gets a licence ... Again!

This Darwin Workers' Club has been successful in their application for a special licence for service of liquor for members and bona fide
guests at their club rooms located at 38 Woods Street, Darwin. The licence was granted on October 1 and the club is currently
remodelling their club rooms for a November opening. This licence is the second the Workers' Club has received with the last being granted
on July 12, 1946, during the rebuilding of Darwin following the Japanese hombing of the city.

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

Facebook: www.cpa.org.au/facebook/darwin-workers
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in the Chilean Spring

Dr Graham Holton

On 1 October 2019, the Chilean
government under President
Sebastian Pifiera announced an
increase of 30 pesos (US$0.04)
during peak hours in the Metro
de Santiago. What began on 6
October as a simple high school
fare evasion, known by the slogan
“evade y lucha” (dodge the fare
and struggle), quickly spread
across Chile, with the largest pro-
tests, 1.2 million, on the streets,
putting to flame the image of
Chile as the poster child of the
success of Neoliberal economic
policies. As the protests began
underground train stations,
supermarkets, pharmacies, and
petrol stations were set afire.
News cameras showed the cara-
bineros, national police force, on
the streets viciously attacking
teenagers. On October 18, unable
to quell the riots, Pifiera called a
state of emergency and deployed
the military, and invoked the Ley
de Seguridad del Estado (State
Security Law), for the first time
since 1990. The following day
Santiago fell under a 10 pm
curfew.

The memory of the horrific
years under the brutal military rule
of Augusto Pinochet (1973-90) were
brought back as 11,000 soldiers and
carabineros attacked people on the
streets of Chile. As violence grew
dockworkers and miners called for
a national strike. Workers at the
Escondida copper mine, owned by
Australia’s BHP Ltd, held a 10-hour
strike in sympathy with the stu-
dents, which the trade unions called
a “warning stoppage.” On October
21, the Communist Party of Chile
released a proclamation stating that
“the false expectations irresponsibly
created by Pifera and the right are
the cause of accumulated anger and
the social explosion.” An estimated
5 percent of Chile’s population were
demanding “que se vayan los mili-
cos” (“Let the Soldiers Leave”) and
banging pots and pans, a tradition
known as cacerolazo, showing their
frustration at the poor economic con-
ditions in a country that has the great-
est economic inequality in South
America. The uprising has now been
described as the “Chilean Spring.”
On October 28, Pinera reshuffied the
Cabinet, replacing eight members of
his Cabinet, including the Ministers
of Interior, Finance and Labor, and
the Secretariat of the Presidency.

On October 25, Pinera
announced reforms in education,
healthcare, and pension systems.
Pensions would rise by 20 percent
to US$150 per month. It was an
attempt to stop the protests before
the now-cancelled international
Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit to have been held in
Santiago on 16-17 November. Pifiera
had taken office in March 2018 but
had also previously served as presi-
dent between 2010 and 2014. Given
his political record, he will show
little real sympathy towards the poor
unless he is forced to by popular
unrest. In May 2018, three Mapuche
(Indigenous group of southern Chile)

activists were sentenced to prison
under the counter-terrorism law.
Their former acquittal in October
2017 was later annulled. However,
In July 2018, the Supreme Court
granted conditional release to seven
former police and military officers
serving sentences for human rights
violations. Both incidents raised pop-
ular condemnation.

After the recent revelations of
government corruption, the pro-
testers demanded a reduction in
income inequality, starting with pay
increases and cheaper basic serv-
ices. The minimum wage in Chile
is 301,000 pesos, with half the
workers in Chile earning around
400,000 pesos. While officially,
8.6 percent of the population live
in poverty, 36 percent of the urban
poor live in extreme poverty. Other
demands include: student-debt for-
giveness, a reduction in public trans-
port fares, a forty-hour week, the
restoration of union rights and col-
lective bargaining, the nationalisa-
tion of public services and energy
sectors, the end of the private-sec-
tor pension fund, the cancellation
of the “water codes” introduced by
Pinochet in 1981, progressive tax
reform, and a new migration policy.
In 2018, 27,000 Chileans died while
waiting for urgent health care in the
nations poorly-funded public hospi-
tal system.

By October 26, according to the
National Institute of Human Rights
(NIDH), over 20 people had been
killed, 3,162 people had been arrested,
and 997 injured, including 470 people
shot by the military. Many had been
shot in the face with pellets, losing
their sight, while others had been shot
in the limbs. If this tactic of creat-
ing a large number of injuries seems
similar to that used by Israel against
Palestinian protestors, it is because in
2018 Chile and Israel had signed an
agreement encouraging further “coop-
eration in military education, training
and doctrine.” Chile NIDH has filed
fifty-five criminal cases, including
homicide, torture, sexual assault, and
even of someone being crucified. The
United Nations Commissioner, and
former Chilean president, Michelle
Bachelet, announced a team would
be sent to Chile to investigate human
rights abuses against demonstrators.
Bachelet said: “I am deeply disturbed
and saddened to see violence, destruc-
tion, deaths and injuries in Chile.”

It is of interest to see how the
international media has viewed the
Chilean crisis, in marked contrast
to the way it has portrayed dem-
onstrations in Venezuela. News
outlets such as CNN, New York
Times, and NPR describe the pro-
tests in terms such as “riots,” “vio-
lent unrest,” and “chaos.” The major
media corporations described the
brutal repression by the military as a
“crackdown,” and failed to mention
the major human rights violations
that happen daily. The Piflera gov-
ernment is described as “inept” by
media organisations like the Reuters,
but not authoritarian. Nor have the
media disclosed the president’s close
connections to the Pinochet regime,
under which he made a fortune.
The Guardian, for example, sees

the government as “centre-right,”
rather than as a reactionary right-
wing government strongly support-
ing Neoliberal policies.

The return to democracy under
the Concertacion coalition govern-
ments (1990 to 2010) built upon
the Neoliberal higher education,
but failed to address the financial
factors behind student discontent.
Since 1990, citizen mobilisations
rarely accompanied the democra-
tisation process, such that Chilean
youth were seen as the “No estoy ni
ahi” (“Whatever”) generation. Yet
there have been several exceptions.
In the early 1980s post-secondary
education was left to demand-and-
supply economic factors with min-
imal requirements to set up new
institutions and for receiving public
funding. Secondary schools are
compulsory and not free, with sub-
sidised private primary schools. In
2003, the Chilean government spent
US$62 per student in private univer-
sities, while private sources spent
US$2,174 per student. In 2011,
the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) found that 85 percent of
higher education funding came from
households. The Economist con-
cluded that relatively, Chile’s educa-
tion system was “the most expensive
in the world.”

The cost of education in Chile
lies at the heart of the social fac-
tors arising from the highly unequal
Neoliberal economic model and the
lack of participatory institutional fac-
tors, followed since the Pinochet era.
The World Bank, IMF, UNESCO,
and OECD and multinational corpo-
rations have influenced policy-mak-
ing agencies and public authorities
to adopt market-oriented regulations,
as part of the Globalisation process
operating in Latin America. The
financial burden was too high for
most students, having to pay for
student housing, meals, books, and
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transport. Increased ease of access
for working-class, first-generation
students led to large student debts
and were, therefore, more likely
to mobilise. Higher education was
free until 1981 when the military
replaced it with a fee system.

In 2006, high school students
brought about the Revolucion
Pingiiina (Penguin Revolution),
so called because of their black-
and-white school uniforms, after
the imposition of a state-endorsed
private loan programme. Student
demands included: free educa-
tion, defence of public education
system, the end of for-profit edu-
cation providers, and the elimina-
tion of the schools’ discriminatory
practices. It was a rejection of the
Neoliberal education model in Chile.
President Michelle Bachelet set up
an Advisory Presidential Council for
Quality in Education to improve the
education system. The findings of
the Council included modifying the
funding system, but it was not made
free.

In 2011, the “Chilean Winter,”
began with a strike at Universidad
Central de Chile (Central
University), and soon led to demon-
strations by 8,000 university students
who marched in numerous cities
across Chile. The movement lasted
for seven months, in which time
the Confederacion de Estudiantes
de Chile, Confech (Chilean Student
Confederation) organised thirty-six
marches involving over 100,000
people in Santiago, making it the
largest demonstration since 1990,
the end of the Pinochet era. It led
to the resignation of two and the
impeachment of one of the educa-
tion ministers. The Pifiera adminis-
tration rejected the student demands
for free education, the re-nationali-
sation of the copper-mining indus-
try, and constitutional reforms. In
2012, automatic registration and
voluntary voting was established.

President Bachelet, in 2014, under-
took a comprehensive reform of the
education system. The liberalisation
of higher education created finan-
cial grievances by increasing the
number of students at universities
while increasing educational costs.
The inability to cope with increasing
student debt had led to student mobi-
lisation, and until now had not been
correctly addressed.

The ruling parties had little pres-
ence in the universities, except the
Communist Party of Chile, which
maintained strong links with stu-
dents. The Communist Party, SurDA,
which is a play on sur (south) and
zurda (lefty) a slang term for Leftist,
Nueva Izquierda Universitaria (New
University Left), and the Izquierda
Auténoma (Autonomous left) which
organised student mobilisations. By
the time Pifiera was elected president
the government had lost all connec-
tions with the student organisations,
thereby having no way of curtailing
student protests. At the Pontificia
Universidad Catolica Chile (Catholic
University) the centre-leftist organi-
sation Nueva Accion Universitaria
(New University Action) played a
key role in the 2011 protests.

What is important in the present
political and social situation in
Chile is that Australia, especially
the Liberal National Party (LNP),
has also been travelling along the
parallel path of the Neoliberal eco-
nomic model. Also, Australian stu-
dents have mobilised with street
protests against government inac-
tion tackling Climate Change. In
recent years, Australian students
have marched against the increasing
costs of student debt and the high
cost of living. Although the APEC
summit is now cancelled, the pro-
tests in Chile should serve as a warn-
ing to the Morrison government, as
to what could happen in Australia if
the many issues being faced here are
not addressed. &
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Celebrate

On October 26th, the Communist Party of Australia (CPA) celebrated
its 99th anniversary of existence at the Greek Community Club in
Lakemba. Comrades from all over the country came to celebrate. CPA
President, Vinnie Molina, MC’d the event which was accompanied
by music from the Trade Union Choir and Kurdish musicians from
Turkey. The CPA was also privileged to have in attendance members
of foreign communist parties.

Deputy Secretary of the Central Committee of the New Communist Party
of Aotearoa (NCPA), ] Morgan spoke about the history and renewed fraternal
relationship of trans-Tasman comrades stating, “When the Communist Party
of New Zealand faced collapse due to inexperience and financial difficulties
during the late 1920s, the CPA stood beside them as a fraternal caregiver. [...]
Our national identities are in no small part built around our fraternal rivalry
and we have gladly accepted the role of the cocky little brother (who always
wins at rugby). Your party is approaching a century of existence and ours is
about to hold its founding National Congress. Cleary, we have different his-
tories. Our Marxist-Leninist ties however, are as strong as ever.”

Mavraio Annidou, a representative of the Communist Party of Greece,
spoke on the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the Communist
International and its role in coordinating international solidarity saying, “The
CI was the child of the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution in
Russia, expressing the need for coordination and unity of the international
revolutionary labour movement in the conditions of the period of the transi-
tion from capitalism to socialism. [...] For the KKE, there is a fundamental
need for the working class to be organised on an international scale and with
class consciousness. The ideological unity and revolutionary strategy is a duty
for every Communist Party, while its level of development in every country
is a major issue today.”

Mohsen Rezvani, a representative of the Communist Party of Iran, spoke
about the role the Australian communist movement has always played in the
international movement stating, “[the] Australian working class and com-
munists from the early days of victory of Bolshevism and [the] October
Revolution , while [it] has always taken the class struggle against Australian
Capitalism as their main task, has stood firmly in solidarity with the interna-
tional working class, oppressed peoples, and nations.”

The evening was rounded up with a raffle draw with prizes such as the
Communist Manifesto being handed out. Overall the night was a success.
It was a fantastic occasion for the party to reconnect on a national level,
where the CPA’s resolve to fight for a better future for the working class was
sharpened. &
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Speech given by
Iranian comrade

Dear comrades and friends

The Great October Socialist Revolution, 102 years ago shook the foun-
dation of the capitalist world and opened up a new historical path for work-
ing, toiling and oppressed people — 99 percent of the world — to liberation
and Socialism.

Since then the October socialist torch has been carried forward by mil-
lions of working peoples and created a common ground for unity and soli-
darity of Human race.

The Australian working class and communists from the early days of
the victory of Bolshevism and the October Revolution have always taken
the class struggle against Australian Capitalism as their main task and stood
firmly in solidarity with the international working class and oppressed people
and nations.

The working class of Iran being very close to their class brothers in
Russia, some working as immigrants took part in the revolution and fought
alongside the Bolsheviks in the civil war. So one of the earliest working
vanguards in Third World countries to establish a communist party was the
Communist party of Iran in June 1921. Since then the Iranian working class
has become an alternative political force for a new Iran, free of exploitation
and oppression.

Our working classes actually share a historical common Capitalist adven-
turist who enriched himself through gold mines in Australia and oil in Iran.
William Knox D’Arcy whose representative in Tehran bribed the Shah with
5,000 pounds and obtained an oil concession for 60 years, opening the gate
fully for BP to plunder the Iranian riches, becoming the main political force
of kingmakers.

Dear Comrades, over a century of political struggle of the working class
in Iran, under very difficult political and social conditions we have learned a
few lessons which have roots in Iranian conditions.

We must adhere to the principle of making revolution with Iranian char-
acteristics and historical developments. Iran is a society a of many nationali-
ties, languages, religions and sects with very contrast uneven economic and
social developments. Iran was a bridge to victory of anti-Nazis forces in the
second world War and today is a playing ground for contesting for influence
and domination in the whole of Greater Middle East.

While the Iranian working class, socialists and communists have always
followed the path of Internationalism and working class solidarity, I am here
today to convey to Australian Communists, our solidarity. We believe as you
do that our main task and the task of the working class, is to do the histori-
cal job of burying the lash of the capitalist system and its political founda-
tion in Iran.

Mohsen Rezvani-(Daylam)

Sydney, October October 26, 2019
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ClA-funded militia accused of
war crimes in Afghanistan

Steve Sweeney

CIA-FUNDED militia forces in
Afghanistan have been accused of
war crimes including extra-judi-
cial killings and the targeting of
clinics, according to health work-
ers on the ground.

Soldiers in a secretive pro-
Afghan government militia known
simply as “01” have “committed
summary executions and other grave
abuses without accountability,” a
report from an NGO suggests.

The clandestine unit alleg-
edly operates mainly in central
Afghanistan, including in Wardak,
Logar and Ghazni provinces.

Witnesses say soldiers from the
01 conduct night-time raids in vil-
lages across the region are leaving “a
trail of death and destruction” as they
target civilians in their reign of terror.

Responsibility for the 01 lies with
Afghanistan’s National Directorate
of Security. But the shadowy outfit is
trained and directed by the CIA.

In March, 01 strike forces
attacked a Swedish Committee for
Afghanistan (SCA) run clinic in
Wardak where witnesses said soldiers
lined them up against a wall accusing
them of aiding the Taliban.

A health worker, known only as
Hashmatullah to protect his safety,
told investigative journalism web-
site the Intercept that he had heard
English being used by the 01 militia.

“We know when they use
English, that they’re foreigners,” he
said.

It is known that the CIA has run
counter-terrorism operations separate
from the US military since the 2001

invasion and subsequent occupation
of Afghanistan.

As the security situation con-
tinues to deteriorate, US spooks
have continued to arm, train and
deploy paramilitary organisations —
described as “death squads” to target
“militants” across the country.

Intelligence operations sit out-
side the US law which bans its gov-
ernment from using its funds to train
or arm foreign military groups when
it is known they are committing seri-
ous human rights abuses.

The SCA clinic has also been
threatened by the Taliban who
warned there would be “conse-
quences” if they didn’t close all 42
of its Wardak clinics located in ter-
ritory under their control following a
raid in July.

Health workers are accused of
treating injured and sick members of
the Taliban, while locals are accused
of offering the jihadist group food
and shelter.

But witnesses say the situation
is more complicated, with hospital-
ity part of local custom mixed with a
need to survive.

Human Rights Watch director
Patricia Gossman said the units were
“responsible for extrajudicial execu-
tions and enforced disappearances,
indiscriminate air strikes, attacks on
medical facilities, and other viola-
tions of international humanitarian
law or the laws of war.”

The SCA has demanded an inves-
tigation into the abuses, but warns
that accountability is seriously lack-
ing and difficult to achieve due to the
secretive nature of the operations.
Morning Star &

#“Closer to ovur liberation”

West Papuan independence campaigners
blasted Indonesian President Joko Widodo
last week, accusing him of treating the
region as a “holiday home” in the midst of
a human rights crisis.

They reacted angrily to Widodo’s inaugu-
ral speech at the 47-member United Nations
human rights council, to which Indonesia was
readmitted earlier this month after securing the
most votes in the Asia-Pacific region.

“The president made no mention of human
rights, no mention of West Papua.

“Under his watch, West Papua has seen

one of its biggest uprisings ever, becoming
an international issue — and the president has
nothing to say about it,” United Liberation
Movement for West Papua chairman Benny
Wenda lamented.

He claimed that Indonesia’s reason for re-
joining the human rights council was to prevent
the UN body from taking up the West Papua
issue.

“At the same time, investigative journalists
and others revealed that Indonesia has spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars spreading
hoaxes on Facebook and other social media.

“Just this week, Indonesia announced a
new $200 million chequebook diplomacy fund
to try and stop our progress,” Wenda added.

Scores of people were killed and many
more arrested last month when 16,000
Indonesian troops were mobilised against a
wave of demonstrations demanding independ-
ence for West Papua.

At least 500,000 lives have been lost since
the region was annexed by Indonesia in 1969,
following a fake referendum from which all but
a handful of voters were excluded.

Wenda warned Widodo to stop using West

Papua as a holiday home in the middle of a
“genocide” and demanded a referendum to
decide the region’s future.

“We are in a battle of truth against lies,
of justice against injustice, of David against
Goliath,” he declared.

“Every move Indonesia makes to stop the
progress of the people of West Papua only
brings us closer to our liberation.”

Morning Star &

Lebanese Prime Minister Saad
Hariri resigned today, bowing to
pressure from anti-government
protesters.

Hariri announced that he would
step down after hitting a “dead end”
in trying to resolve anger from the
public, which has seen two weeks
of demonstrations, and “sensing the
need for a positive shock.”

Protesters on the streets, who
have been demanding the resigna-
tion of the government, erupted into
cheers at the news.

Hariri has previously expressed
reluctance to work with the vari-
ous religious and political factions,
including Hezbollah, which domi-
nate the government.

The government has been

charged with failing to address the
increasing economic crisis.

The resignation came soon after
Hezbollah supporters with batons
reeked havoc in the main protest
camp in Beirut, torching tents and
smashing plastic chairs to drive off
protesters.

Comprised of men dressed all
in black, the supporters also kicked
reporters while chanting: “At
your service, Hussein” and “God,
Nasrallah, and the whole Dahiyeh,”
in reference to Hezbollah leader
Hassan Nasrallah and the group’s
stronghold in the southern suburbs
of Beirut.

Soldiers and riot police ini-
tially tried to separate the groups,
but were unable to prevent the

Hezbollah supporters from storming
Martyrs’ Square in central Beirut.

The protests had been largely
peaceful acts of civil disobedi-
ence, with only minor clashes with
security forces before the attacks
by Hezbollah supporters began last
week.

Nasrallah criticised the protests
last week, accusing foreign powers
of exploiting them to undermine his
group and said they threatened to
drag the country into civil war.

With protests set to continue,
Lebanese police and the military
announced they were dispatching
additional troops to “restore order”
in the capital.

Morning Star &

“A lot of pain”

Chilean President Sebastian
Pinera complained that he was
being forced to pull out of hosting
two major international summits
today as he instead focuses on “re-
establishing public order.”

He said the decision to drop a
December trade summit and next
month’s COP25 United Nations cli-
mate change conference amid con-
tinuing anti-government protests
“caused him a lot of pain.”

The billionaire is facing the big-
gest wave of unrest seen in Chile
for decades, with at least one mil-
lion demonstrators taking to the
streets of the capital Santiago over
the weekend.

Anger has risen over austerity
measures imposed at the behest of

the International Monetary Fund,
leaving Pinera fighting for his politi-
cal life.

Scores of people have been
killed and the Chilean armed forces
have been mobilised, with military
curfews and a government-declared
state of emergency evoking memo-
ries of General Augusto Pinochet’s
1973-1990 dictatorship.

The songs of murdered Chilean
folk singer Victor Jara have once
again become the soundtrack as pro-
testers demand a peaceful revolution
and Pinera’s resignation.

A UN spokesperson said today
that the world body was “exploring
alternative hosting options” for the
climate conference.

Morning Star &
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Election fight for
“real change”

Lamiat Sabin

LONDON: Britain is poised for a December election as Labour Party leader
Jeremy Corbyn said he was ready with an “ambitious and radical” winter
campaign for power. He said his party “always wanted an election” but were
waiting until a no-deal Brexit was “officially off the table.”

Surrounded by cheering members of his shadow cabinet, the Labour leader said
that now a three-month Brexit extension has been granted by the EU, he “cannot
wait to get out there” to “give a message of real hope where this government offers
nothing.”

Labour tried to make amendments to the government’s election bill chang-
ing who has the right to vote by lowering the voting age to 16 and extending it to
EU citizens with settled status last night. The government said if the amendments
passed it would withdraw its bill.

The latter amendment would have made Britain the only EU country to allow
all EU citizens the vote — but neither was selected by deputy Commons speaker
Lindsay Hoyle, meaning the election looked set to go ahead when Morning Star
went to print.

At Downing Street, Conservative Prime Minister Boris Johnson said that the
amendments were part of Labour MPs’ attempts to “wreck” the election plans as it
would be “logistically impossible to deliver” the changes in just over five weeks.

Corbyn’s amendment that would change the date of the election to Monday,
December 9, from Thursday, December 12, was selected. The government is
opposed to the date change, because it would mean Parliament proroguing Thursday
— a date that Corbyn said could mark the “end of [Johnson’s] tenure” because he
failed in his promise to be out of the EU “do or die” by October 31 after being
forced to seek an extension.

Labour whips had told MPs to vote in favour of the Bill which needed a simple
majority for a general election to take place. It comes after most Labour MPs on
Monday night abstained on Johnson’s third attempt to call a general election —
which required a more difficult two-thirds majority to succeed.

Corbyn added that Labour is “looking forward” to campaigning, including in
Johnson’s constituency of Uxbridge — where local working-class Labour candidate
Ali Milani is hoping to unseat him.

Corbyn told MPs: “Labour backs a general election because we want this coun-
try to be rid of this reckless and destructive Conservative government. A govern-
ment that has caused more of our children to be living in poverty, more pensioners
to be in poverty, and more people to be in in-work poverty, more families without a
home to call their own, and more people sleeping rough on our streets (homeless).

“A government that has cut and sold off so much of our important public serv-
ices. And that government which created the vicious hostile environment which saw
our own citizens deported from this country.

“It is time for real change.”

Morning Star @&

Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn.

Millions march in Chile

Chilean President Sebastian
Pifiera has claimed to have
“heard the message” of a march
of 1.2 million people against his
government last week, offering
protesters the resignations of all
his ministers but not his own.

“The march we saw yesterday
was a massive and peaceful march.
We have all heard the message. We
have all changed,” he pleaded in a
press conference. And he announced
that curfews imposed on the popu-
lace were being lifted.

He promised a “new Cabinet

to confront these new demands and
take charge of the new times” in the
face of protests against low pay and
attacks on pensions, schools, and
health care by his neoliberal gov-
ernment. “T have put all my minis-
ters on notice,” he said, but did not
mention the prominent demand that
he himself step down.

Many protesters expressed
scepticism about his concessions,
following the president’s earlier
demonization of the protest move-
ment. He claimed that Chile was
“at war with a powerful enemy,”

defending police brutality on the
grounds that “democracy not only
has the right but the duty to defend
itself using all instruments.”

Protester Solana Ponferrada
said: “Do you think over a million
Chileans who marched asked for
something other than your resigna-
tion? Do not be ironic. There are 19
dead due to the Pifiera brutality.” In
fact, the Interior Ministry has now
acknowledged the death toll at 20
people.

Pifera has conceded higher pen-
sions and a higher minimum wage

in a bid to satisfy demonstrators
who form part of a wave of left-
wing revolt across Latin America,
which also forced Ecuadorean
President Lenin Moreno to flee
his capital and abandon IMF-
recommended cuts earlier this
month. And in Argentina on Sunday,
left candidate Alberto Fernandez
scored a more than 20-point vic-
tory over right-wing incumbent
President Mauricio Macri in elec-
tions there.

Chile’s president also said he
was looking at cutting water bills

and motorway tolls, but demonstra-
tor Pablo Rodriguez said the con-
cessions “are a good start but are
not sufficient.”

Pifiera’s government responded
to mass demonstrations with savage
violence, in which aside from
the 20 people killed, 3,162 were
arrested—343 of them children—
and 997 injured.

(See analysis page 5)
Morning Star &

Climate change “not on the

agenda”

Olivia Rosane

Acting White House Chief of Staff Mick
Mulvaney made two controversial
announcements about the 2020 Group of
Seven (G7) summit: it will be hosted at one
of President Donald Trump’s golf resorts in
Miami and it won’t feature any discussion
of the climate crisis.

“Climate change will not be on the
agenda,” Mulvaney told reporters.

Mulvaney’s announcement isn’t particu-
larly surprising, The Washington Post pointed
out. Trump skipped the session on climate at
the G7 meeting in France this August and only
sat in on the UN Climate Action Summit for
14 minutes in September. Anonymous White

House advisers have also told The Washington
Post that Trump had gotten annoyed when the
topic came up at past summits and said he did
not want to attend such meetings.

Trump is equally hostile to domestic cli-
mate change discussions. He told reporters
he didn’t “believe” his government’s own
National Climate Assessment report last year,
and his administration has repeatedly moved
to roll back Obama-era regulations designed to
limit greenhouse gas emissions.

But the omission of climate from the 2020
G7 agenda is ironic considering the other con-
troversy surrounding it — the fact that it will
be hosted at the Trump National Doral Miami.

Ethics experts have called out the deci-
sion as corrupt, CNBC reported. The Doral’s

revenue has fallen 18 percent since Trump
took office. Mulvaney countered charges that
the president would benefit from the decision
by saying the resort would host the summit “at
cost,” but that didn’t satisfy critics.

“What is left of the executive branch ethics
program if this is ok?” former director of the
Office of Government Ethics Walter Shaub
tweeted.

But for climate advocates, the summit’s
location raised a different issue. Florida is
already experiencing both stronger hurricanes
and sea level rise, according to The Guardian
(UK). Miami in particular is seeing both record
heat and “sunny-day flooding” as rising sea
levels boost high tides.

“It’s deeply ironic that the US state most

vulnerable immediately to climate change
impacts will host a meeting at which global
leaders will be forced by the US to largely
ignore the topic,” climate advisor to Bill
Clinton Paul Bledsoe said.

However, Bledsoe said that the president
couldn’t stop other leaders from raising the
issue.

“The other nations will no doubt bring up
climate change in both an economic and secu-
rity context,” Bledsoe continued. “The issue
is going to come up frequently because it is
increasingly a matter of public safety, national
security and the economic costs of impacts.”
EcoWatch &
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Disrespect of
First Nation peoples

A voice for Indigenous Australians must
be heard by parliament not just by the
government if it is to have a meaningful
impact on our laws and the administration
of justice.

Regarding the announcement by Minister
for Indigenous Australians Ken Wyatt AM of a
co-design process for an “Indigenous voice to
government”, it is unfortunate the roadmap laid
out by the Uluru Statement for a constitution-
ally enshrined Voice to parliament had not been
adopted by the Morrison government.

Let me be clear: these criticisms are not
directed towards Minister Wyatt, but those
within the government who unfairly and in a
pre-emptive manner dismissed the concept of
a Voice to parliament without properly under-
standing it.

The Uluru Statement from the Heart was
conceived from one of the most comprehensive
consultations of Indigenous Australians in our
nation’s history.

The whole point of the Voice to parliament
is to ensure that our First Nations peoples have
an opportunity to propose bills, be consulted on
bills, and to express their views on bills before
they are enacted as laws of the Commonwealth

which may impact upon First Nations peoples.
This includes bills about fundamental issues
which matter on the ground to First Nations
peoples, such as health, welfare and education.

What is being proposed is a voice to gov-
ernment, not to parliament. If it is not consti-
tutionally enshrined but legislated it could be
abolished at any time if the government does
not like what it was saying.

A Voice to parliament has some degree of
public accountability on the part of the parlia-
ment while a voice to government does not,
something that is of great potential significance
if the government has closed ears.

But Mr Moses SC said the Law Council
would engage with the work of the Senior
Advisory Group.

I have deep respect for the co-chairs of the
group, Marcia Langton AM and Tom Calma
AOQO. I particularly note the comments by
Professor Langton that she supports the Voice
to parliament and that the Uluru Statement
requires “design work to turn it into a reality
that governments can understand.”

The Advisory Group should be allowed to
consult on an option that will allow the Voice
to be constitutionally enshrined.

Former chief justices of the High Court,
Murray Gleeson AC, QC and Robert French
AC had addressed concerns that a constitution-
ally-enshrined Voice to parliament would be a
“third chamber”.

As former Chief Justice of the High Court,
Murray Gleeson AC, QC emphasised in July,
it is a Voice to parliament, not a Voice in
parliament.

It is vital that the development of mean-
ingful policy and law reform at federal, state
and territory levels, is informed by Indigenous
experience and advice. The stark reality is that
Indigenous affairs in this country have consist-
ently faltered in large part because parliament
has not listened to the voices of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

What is being proposed now disrespects
our First Nations peoples by ignoring the Uluru
Statement and ignores the powerful support
of the Voice to parliament by former Chief
Justices French and Gleeson.”

Arthur Moses SC
Law Council of Australia President

Neglect ...
it must stop in aged care

The title of today’s Interim Report from
the Royal Commission into Aged Care
Quality and Safety — “Neglect” encapsu-
lates aged care in Australia. Unfortunately,
it’s that simple — the history of aged care in
Australia is a story of woeful and increas-
ing neglect. The Commission’s Interim
Report found that the system “fails to meet
the needs of its older, vulnerable, citizens.
It does not deliver uniformly safe and qual-
ity care, is unkind and uncaring.”

The Report outlines a shameful abroga-
tion of duty by successive governments and
many sections of the industry. And, frankly, an
appalling lack of respect, regard and care for
our elderly by the Australian community.

It provides a recap of alarmingly wide-
spread failures in care across the system, pro-
vides detail into some of the causes and starts
to provide some direction for government and
industry on solutions and outlines three areas
where action should start immediately. A
focus on extra Home Care Packages for over
100,000 Australians on waiting lists; reducing
the use of physical and chemical restraints on
nursing home residents and stopping younger
people with a disability going into aged care
facilities.

The Australian Nursing and Midwifery
Federation agrees those areas need urgent
attention and action, but we don’t think the
government should stop there — we can’t wait
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another year for action on other critical areas
desperately needing reform.

The Report recognises that workforce
issues are relevant to every aspect of the
Commission’s inquiry. We understand that the
Interim Report was not able to include out-
comes from the Commission’s Hearings held
in October, including the Workforce Hearing,
and that the Final Report will include detailed
recommendations on attraction and retention;
education and training; choosing the right staff;
remuneration and careers; continuity of care;
and staffing levels and staff mix.

However, there is no need for govern-
ment to continue to be “missing in action”
in addressing critical workforce issues. The
Commissioners have clearly identified that
“staffing is a critical element in ensuring the
quality and safety of those in care. Services
must have the right number of staff with the
right skill mix, with compassion and empa-
thy combined with knowledge of aged care
and the illnesses and conditions of those in
care.”

So the government must act — most impor-
tantly, they must act on the need to introduce
mandated minimum staffing levels and skills
mixes. There is no reason for any further delay,
but there are pages and pages of reasons, as
outlined in the Report, to act.

Mandated minimum staffing levels and
skills mixes in residential in aged care is not
the only solution required to fix the crisis in
aged care but it is the centrepiece — many
other solutions and improvements required are
dependent on proper, safe and quality staffing
in order to be effective.

The aged care workforce has held the
system together for too long, workers can’t
sustain their efforts much longer — action is
needed now.

Annie Butler
ANMF federal secretary

Bus Connecis:

A rovte fto p

rivatisation?

Jimmy Doran

DUBLIN: The revised “Bus
Connects” plan, with 22 percent
more buses and an investment of
€2 billion, is to be welcomed. But
workers and unions must be on
their guard that Fine Gael don’t
use this plan as a route to the pri-
vatisation of the public transport
system.

As pointed out in Socialist
Voice in August 2018, Bus Connects
appears to have a much higher fre-
quency from the suburbs into the city
centre; but in fact the frequency is
often reduced, or citizens would have
to make a number of bus journeys to
get to their destination.

Some of the local routes and
orbital routes are very infrequent,
and it would end up being quicker
for people to walk to “connect” to
the route on a high-frequency spine.
This is in fact a case of “people con-
nect” as a method of cutting costs
and making it more profitable and
more attractive to private transport
companies.

The state has no intention of
providing decent public services any
more. Public transport serving far-
flung housing estates is not part of
the government’s transport plan, any
more than serving every small town
on national routes is.

The Bus Connects plan in fact is
designed to bring workers to work
more quickly and efficiently — not
as a transport service to facilitate
the everyday needs of our citizens.
These high-frequency spines are
exactly the same as the Expressway
routes used in the recent attempt to
privatise Bus Eireann.

We welcome, and have consist-
ently called for, extra public trans-
port to be added to the transport
system throughout the country.

Many on the left are being hood-
winked by this plan, not being famil-
iar with the workings of Dublin
Bus. This plan involves scrapping
every existing bus route in Dublin
and totally changing how the bus
system operates today. To make
these changes would require negoti-
ating those changes with the existing
Dublin Bus staff. This would not be
impossible but would be extremely
difficult and complex, as every single
worker’s roster and working day
would have to be turned on its head
to facilitate the introduction of these
changes.

Unreasonable and outrageous
demands will be made on work-
ers so as to provoke the collapse of
negotiations, with the usual strategy
of highlighting what the establish-
ment will class as “outdated prac-
tices” or “allowances.” We’ve seen
this in every negotiation, from the
Garda Siochana to civil servants and
nurses.

There is nothing outdated about
decent pay and conditions.

These are the methods that
will be used to attempt to priva-
tise the transport system in Dublin.
The narrative will be created that
bus workers and their unions are
unwilling and refusing to accept the
changes necessary to bring trans-
port in Dublin “into the 21st cen-
tury.” This narrative will be peddled
by the national press, radio, televi-
sion, and the main political parties
— all the ideological weapons of the
ruling class. It will also be used as an
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attempt to force trade union member-
ship out of the transport sector.

It is all part of government strat-
egy to de-unionise, deregulate and
privatise all services. Unfortunately
some politicians, unions and groups
on the left are falling straight into
this trap and are promoting Bus
Connects unreservedly. Of course,
the question needs to be asked, Are
they confused, or are they trying to
confuse the people?

The aim of government in
Ireland, be it Fine Gael or Fianna
Fail, and of many who claim to be
on the left, is to support big busi-
ness and capitalism, to disconnect
the state from the provision of public
services so as to privatise them and
put them into the hands of their

business associates, to create income
streams for those who have the real
power in Ireland. If proof of this
were needed one has only to look at
how the banks were bailed out.

If we are to reduce our toxic
emissions, major changes are
needed in transport. Capitalism is
unable to make these changes so
long as the obsession with profit
persists. If governments were seri-
ous about improving public trans-
port in the interest of the people
and the environment it would
serve every corner of the coun-
try, be extremely cheap or even
free of charge, be of high quality,
frequent, and have no toxic emis-
sions, designed to serve the people’s
needs, not just to get them to work.

This will get people out of cars,
which would lead to a collapse in
our carbon emissions. It would also
speed up journey times, as there
would be much less congestion. It
would reduce stress in people’s lives,
which is part of travel as it exists
today.

So, let us start planning public
transport to serve our people, not as a
way to provide profits for the owners
of capital. And why stop with trans-
port? The same paradigm should be
used for health, education, and all
that is necessary for our people to
thrive.

We need a planned economy for
the common good.

Socialist Voice &
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Emile Schepers

WASHINGTON - With new sanc-
tions just announced, the Trump
administration’s effort to roll
back the advances in US—Cuba
relations achieved toward the end
of the Obama administration is
going full blast. Will opponents of
these policies in the United States
be up to the challenge of counter-
ing this reactionary wave?

On the weekend of October
19-20, the National Network on
Cuba (NNOC), a grouping of more
than 50 US organizations opposed to
the US blockade of Cuba, met here
to analyse the current situation and
plan strategy.

Many of the organisations, and
the Cuban government, prefer to
use the word “blockade” rather than
“embargo” to refer to the US eco-
nomic pressures on Cuba, because
“blockade” points to the fact that not
only does the United States forbid its
own citizens from engaging in com-
mercial and financial dealings with
the island nation, but it also tries to
stop other countries from doing so
as well.

The NNOC heard detailed
reports on the impact of the block-
ade on the Cuban economy and the
life of the Cuban people. Recent
information clearly shows that the
intensification of unilateral trade
and financial sanctions by the Trump
administration is making things
harder both for the Cuban govern-
ment and for ordinary Cubans. The
Trump administration’s attempts at
economic strangulation and regime
change in Venezuela are also having
an impact on Cuba, which has
staunchly opposed Trump’s efforts
to oust Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro and replace him with a
US puppet. The newest sanctions,
imposed only days before the NNOC
meeting, were justified by Trump on

the basis of Cuba’s continued sup-
port for Venezuela.

One of the ways Cuba has sup-
ported the Venezuelan people has
been to provide their country with
thousands of Cuban doctors and
nurses; the Trump administration
makes the bizarre accusation that
these are actually Cuban “soldiers.”
Cuban health specialists, however,
work openly not only in Venezuela
but also in many poorer countries
around the world and are widely
credited with saving lives in areas
which otherwise would have no
access to trained medical care at all.

The decision by Trump not to
waive Title III of the Helms-Burton
Act is particularly worrisome, and
to date, 20 lawsuits have been filed
in United States courts based on
this stance. The suits target US and
international companies which have
traded with Cuba on the grounds that
they are profiting from the national-
isation of former private properties
of US and Cuban citizens. There is
also the issue of US efforts to destroy
Cuba’s capacity to work with the
international banking and finance
systems, with numerous banks and
other financial entities cutting off
their relationships with Cuba for
fear of being punished by the United
States.

Though it is still possible for US
citizens and residents to travel to
Cuba, the limitations on such travel
have been tightened under Trump.
And it has been made much harder
for Cuban citizens to visit the United
States, leading many to not even try.
This has hurt scientific, medical, and
cultural cooperation between the two
countries, to the detriment of the cit-
izens of both. People in the United
States, for example, cannot benefit
from important Cuban advances in
medical research.

But in the United States, opposi-
tion to Trump’s anti-Cuba policies is

Sydney Vigil

ON CUBA

Sydney Vigil, October 17.

also growing. A clear majority of the
people of the United States oppose
the harsh policies which Trump is
pursuing toward Cuba and agree
with the modest steps toward nor-
malisation that began under the pre-
vious administration, in December
2014. Even among Republicans and
Cuban Americans, hard-line atti-
tudes toward trade with, and travel
to, Cuba are eroding.

The NNOC meeting heard a
report about a national movement
to get city councils, state legisla-
tures, and other civic bodies to pass
resolutions denouncing the block-
ade and the restrictions on travel to
Cuba by US citizens, and demand-
ing that these things be ended. So
far, two state legislatures, Alabama
and California, have passed such
resolutions, along with nearly a
dozen city councils, including those

STOP USA BLOCKADE

\ Also solidarity with Venezvela & Gaza
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Sydney Town Hall

Opposition to Trump’s

anti-Cuba policy at new high

of both Minneapolis and St Paul
in Minnesota; Pittsburgh, Penn.;
Helena, Mont.; Sacramento and sev-
eral Bay Area cities in California;
and several New England cities.
Efforts to get such resolutions passed
are underway in New York City,
Chicago, and Washington, DC, as
well as the state of Michigan.

Most of these resolutions have
passed unanimously. Naturally, the
members of the Alabama state leg-
islature, for example, did not vote
for their resolution out of an ideo-
logical affinity for Cuban socialism,
but because they find their inability
to trade with an island of 11 mil-
lion people, only 90 miles from the
US coast, is restricted by the con-
tinuation of the blockade. And if the
Alabama state legislature can do this,
there is no reason the same cannot be
done by every state legislature and
every city and town council in the
country.

There was also discussion of
legislation in Congress. In fact, there
has never been a time in many years
when some member of the House or
Senate, or both, has not introduced
a bill to end or cut back the Cuba
blockade, or at least end the restric-
tions on travel to Cuba. This time the
thinking is that twin bills aimed at
ending the travel ban appear to have
the most immediate traction. The
Senate one, S 2303, The Freedom
for Americans to Travel to Cuba
Act of 2019, whose chief sponsor
is Democrat Senator Patrick Leahy,
would basically remove the vast
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majority of restrictions on the right
of US citizens and residents to visit
the island. It currently has 47 co-
sponsors, 41 Democrats and four
Republicans.

To get such bills passed will
require much more grassroots pres-
sure; getting them signed will require
a major change of alignments in the
2020 presidential and congressional
elections. It is also clear, however,
that the US ruling class is split on
the issue of Cuba trade and that some
powerful sectors are more interested
in making money by trading with
Cuba right now than in overthrow-
ing the Cuban government at some
time in the future.

A key date on everybody’s
mind was November 7, when, once
again, the United Nations General
Assembly will take up Cuba’s
motion denouncing the US block-
ade. In recent years, the United
States has found itself completely
isolated, with only Israel joining the
US representative in voting “no”
on the Cuban motions. This year,
right-wing governments have come
to power in several Latin American
countries, and the Trump adminis-
tration has made clear that countries
which defy its wishes will also suffer
from cuts in US foreign aid and other
punishments. There will be public
actions in New York on that date in
support of Cuba’s right to national
sovereignty.
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Protests in Haiti show

signs of eventually
producing change

WT Whitney

Haiti is the poorest country in the Western
Hemisphere. Food availability is uncertain
for 60 percent of the people. Conditions
are bleak, and bleaker still from shortages,
rampant political corruption, and not much
to show after two years of regular street
protests. In the year prior to September,
security forces killed 77 people. That month
protests accentuated and by October 7 they
had Kkilled at least 17 more.

Masses of Haitians are outraged about
shortages of oil and oil products — cooking
oil, kerosene, and gasoline — and about US
interference and their government’s dealings
with Venezuela. Their government serves the
country’s elite. Now popular outrage is show-
ing signs, tiny ones, of political struggle head-
ing in a new direction, toward fundamental
change.

What happens in Haiti usually passes
unnoticed in the wider world, or is forgotten.
Maybe that’s no accident. After all, Haitians
achieved their independence in spectacular
fashion, in ways bound to disturb minders of
the status quo in any era. Reports of repression
and great suffering in Haiti or hints at chang-
ing power relationships seem to touch sensi-
tive nerves.

To begin: from 2006 on, Venezuela pro-
vided Haitians with inexpensive oil through
its Petrocaribe program, a flagship project
of the ALBA solidarity alliance founded by
Venezuela and Cuba. Such was Venezuela’s
generosity that oil shipments continued at a
time when Haiti was $2 billion in arrears to
Petrocaribe.

Venezuela allowed Haiti a 25-year delay
in paying back on 40 percent of Petrocaribe
oil revenues. Thus monies were liberated to be
assigned to a fund that theoretically would pay
for social needs. The fund constituted the most
meaningful foreign aid reaching Haiti after the
2010 earthquake, according to a government
critic.

In 2017 the Haitian government, acqui-
escing to US anti-Venezuela sanctions,
stopped paying on debt owed Venezuela. The
Petrocaribe connection ended. Haiti’s gov-
ernment henceforth would be paying market
prices for Venezuelan oil before re-selling it to
distributers.

A financial crisis ensued. Haitians at once
faced shortages of supplies and services,
including oil. Demonstrators called the new
budget a “criminal budget.” They condemned
the United States for trashing ALBA, hitting at
Venezuela, and worsening their troubles.

In 2018 the Moise government obeyed an
order from the International Monetary Fund
to cut fuel subsidies. Haitians soon faced sky-
rocketing fuel prices and protesters filled the
streets.

From the beginning, but more so from
2018 on, protesters charged government offi-
cials with corruption, in particular stealing
from the PetroCaribe fund. Accusations centred
on ex-President Michel Martelly and members

of his political party. Moise himself stole
$700,000 from the fund. The other thieves took
what remained of $4 billion in PetroCaribe
monies, according to reports issued by the
Haitian Senate.

Increasingly, protesters focused on US
efforts to install a corrupt, right-wing govern-
ment and protect Moise. Secretary of State
Hilary Clinton in 2010, intent upon hurting
Petrocaribe and ALBA, pressured Haitian
President René Préval to insert entertainer
Michel Martelly into second-round presiden-
tial voting. Martelly won a fraudulent election
and later would name Moise as his successor.

US manipulation of Haiti shows up at the
Organisation of American States (OAS). In
January 2019 the corrupt Haitian government
hypocritically voted to designate Venezuela’s
government as “illegitimate.” No other
Caribbean nation joined Haiti.

On September 11, Haiti, alone among
Caribbean nations, voted to approve a US-
inspired measure subjecting Venezuela to the
1947 Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal
Assistance, an instrument for cooperative mil-
itary action and a cold war relic.

“This was treason,” stated academician and
political organizer Camille Chalmers, referring
to Haiti’s recent vote. “North American impe-
rialism values Haiti for its use in sabotaging
regional unity,” he added.

The United States set the stage for the
massive demonstrations beginning in early
September. The US Navy was blockad-
ing Venezuelan ports and oil tankers weren’t
moving. In Haiti oil and oil products all but
disappeared, and protesters filled the streets.

The US toying with Haiti isn’t new. The
Haitian Republic, heir to a slave rebellion,
gained independence and pariah status in
1804. First, Haiti endured US trade and diplo-
matic isolation for half a century, then a brutal
US military occupation from 1915-1934, then
US connivance with the Duvalier military

dictatorship (father and son) from 1957 to
1986, then US-supported paramilitary incur-
sions, and in 2004 a US-arranged coup that
removed reformist President Jean-Bertrand
Aristide.

Now, foreign powers are again taking
steps. In February a few former US soldiers
were detained while entering the country
with high-calibre arms and high-tech military
supplies. And representatives of the United
Nations, OAS, the European Union, and the
US, Canadian, French, and Brazilian ambas-
sadors, among others, have been meeting as a
“Core Group.” In a statement, the Group urged
the Haitian government to “foster a conducive
investment climate to stimulate the develop-
ment of productive sectors (sic).”

The Core Group met on October 1 “to
determine the country’s destiny and to arrange
certain conditions.” Planning along such
lines must have taken place prior to the 2004
coup. After all, France and Canada, especially
Canada, participated. Those involved must
have discussed military occupation. After all,
multi-national troops of the United Nations
Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (the acronym
in French is MINUSTAH) arrived just weeks
after the coup. They left in 2017.

Speaking recently to an interviewer,
Camille Chalmers accused MINUSTAH of
“aggravating problems” and doing nothing “to
accompany the people.” He cited “the circula-
tion of guns ... violations against women and
children, obstructing popular organization,
[and] introducing cholera which caused 30,000
deaths.” MINUSTSAH “maintained an alliance
with the most conservative and retrograde sec-
tors. It helped install a president of the extreme
right like Martelly.”

Now sectors of Haiti’s resistance move-
ment are looking to the future. The first
“Patriotic Forum” took place in Papaye in
late August. On hand were “diverse sectors of
the working class” and “a broad spectrum of
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political forces” including “the radical left.”
After deliberating for three days, 263 repre-
sentatives of 62 organisations arrived at a pro-
gram setting out “the beginnings of structures
and plans for common action.”

The Forum established a monitoring com-
mittee to implement recommendations for
a transitional government. There would be a
three-person governing council and a “control
agency” (organo de control) with represent-
atives from each department. Goals include
“constitutional change” and “fixing the elec-
toral system.”

Camille Chalmers is encouraged by the
size of the demonstrations, the diversity among
various social groupings, and “the great pres-
ence of youth.” Learning, he says, is taking
place on two levels: political consciousness —
mainly anti-imperialism — and building capaci-
ties. He points to demonstrations targeting the
Core Group, “which is the visible arm of impe-
rialism here.”

Chalmers describes the “Charlemagne
Peralta Political School” as a space where
activists of five left-leaning political group-
ings are seeking to become a “unified force
of the revolutionary left.” Guerrilla leader
Charlemagne Péralte was martyred by US sol-
diers in 1919.

Furthermore, “construction of a socialist
project in Haiti is based on ... giving the lie
to all the pernicious myths about the country.
Imperialism has created kind of a media fence,
a quarantine that keeps the peoples of Latin
America who struggle for the same causes
we do from knowing about what happens in
Haiti.”

We are “battling to deconstruct the image
created about Haiti and the almost total disre-
gard of its history. [The Haitian Revolution]
inspires us as we think about how to attack
capitalism, how to create a new society.”
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