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As bushfi res rage and country towns des-
perately prepare for “Day Zero” (when 
their water supplies run out) the Morrison 
government has offered thousands of 
drought-stricken Australian farmers 
meagre fi nancial relief and is encourag-
ing them to walk off the land, abandoning 
their farms, friends, communities, skills, 
and way of life.

Last week, former National Party leader 
Barnaby Joyce, now a member of a govern-
ment advisory committee, commented with 
brutal callousness that if farmers can’t make a 
living they should just leave the farms and fi nd 
some other occupation. That’s an extremely 
bitter pill for farmers and a betrayal of the 
national interest.

The Government’s drought policy contains 
no long-term strategies for retaining current 
food production levels, helping farmers stay 
on the land, fi nding new water sources, saving 
waste water, or eliminating the obscenely 
excessive extraction of river water by agricul-
tural corporations growing the water-guzzling 
crops, cotton, and rice. It offers cold comfort 
to rural communities, whose members are now 
migrating to the cities, or to farmers whose 
children are leaving to fi nd permanent work 
in the cities.

The policy also leaves the door wide open 
for coal and gas corporations to ravage the 
landscape, extract huge quantities of ground 
and surface water, pollute the atmosphere and 
watercourses, and for cotton corporations to 
continue extracting so much river water that 
downstream stretches are left stagnant or 
ponding. 

Four cotton corporations now have the 
rights to eighty percent of the Darling River’s 
allocated water. In the parched NSW town of 
Walgett, Gamilaraay elder Virginia Robinson 
recently commented bitterly, “This is the ulti-
mate destruction of our culture.”

Our ability to grow food is seriously threat-
ened by climate change yet northern NSW 
farms that used to grow apples and citrus fruit 
now store and use huge quantities of water to 
grow cotton, with the government’s blessing. 
The wool industry has also been elbowed aside 
by the cotton corporations.

A drought of motivation
Afraid about losing their parliamentary 

seats in future elections, the National Party 
has demanded that the government expand its 
drought relief programme. The government has 
responded that it will grant $1 million to coun-
cils in drought-affected areas, and is expected 
to announce further grants this week. But it 
will not take effective action to deal with the 
droughts, because they are part of climate 
change and the government is dedicated to 
protecting fossil fuel industries that are the pri-
mary source of that terrible phenomenon.

The government refuses to even discuss 
climate change, and its revised Murray Darling 
Basin Plan doesn’t take climate change into 
account because it’s based on current statistics. 
Asked about the reason behind the disastrous 
water crisis in the eastern states, Deputy Prime 
Minister Michael McCormack recently said 
that it was because “It just hasn’t rained,” and 
that we have always had droughts and fl oods. 

If the current threadbare drought policy is 
implemented the nation will lose the collective 
skills, wisdom, and experience of farmers, at 

the same time as climate change devastates our 
ability to grow our own food.

The government could fund the construc-
tion of wind and solar energy plants on farms. 
That would give farmers an income while they 
ride out the droughts, and simultaneously take 
action against climate change.

But the government isn’t interested. In a 
showy strategy to win electoral support, it has 
promised to build many new dams. But build-
ing them would take far longer to complete 
and would be far more expensive than imple-
menting new water recycling schemes with the 
latest technology, which can reduce water con-
sumption by eighty-fi ve percent. Moreover, the 
increasing incidence of fl oods won’t compen-
sate for the increasing frequency and severity 
of droughts, and storing water in dams reduces 
river fl ows and threatens river wildlife. 

The way ahead
In southeast Australia autumn rainfall 

has declined twenty-fi ve percent over the last 
twenty years. Stream fl ows have declined fi fty 
percent in southwest WA and forty-one per-
cent in the Murray-Darling basin since the 
mid-1990s.

The Morrison government’s drought policy 
consists largely of offering hand-outs to farm-
ers and rural organisations. It refuses to take 
the giant steps necessary to deal with climate 
change, which includes mandating renewable 
energy generation and electric vehicle produc-
tion, converting industrial production to renew-
able energy, and rapidly phasing out the mining 
and export of fossil fuels. 

Australia has the highest per capita carbon 
emission levels in the developed world. We’re 
currently the world’s third largest exporter of 

fossil fuels and the second-largest exporter of 
coal, and that’s exactly what the government 
wants.

And the Labor Party is wavering on cli-
mate change. Shadow Agriculture Minister Joel 
Fitzgibbon now wants Labor to drop its 2030 
carbon emission reduction target from fi fty 
percent down to 26 or 28 percent, the same as 
the coalition’s target. This moral cowardice is 
intended to give Labor victory at the next fed-
eral election, but it certainly won’t. 

The coalition’s climate change policy 
is much worse than Labor’s, but that could 
change if Fitzgibbon gets his way, and in any 
case Labor’s policy is still inadequate to meet 
the challenge.

The very existence of Australia’s food pro-
duction is now threatened by the increasing fre-
quency and intensity of droughts, which are 
an essential element of climate change. If the 
world’s average temperature rises at the current 
rate, global temperatures will rise more than 
two degrees by 2100. Before reaching that point 
Australian agriculture will almost certainly col-
lapse by 2050. To avoid this, we have less than 
20 years in which we must virtually eliminate 
the emission of carbon into the atmosphere by 
eliminating our use of coal, gas and petroleum.

But the Morrison government serves 
the interests of big capital, in particular, the 
fossil fuel industries, and will do everything 
in its power to protect them. To change that 
situation the Australian people must bring to 
power a governing coalition of left and pro-
gressive political forces, the like of which we 
have never seen before. We have no choice 
and no time to lose. This really is a climate 
emergency. 
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Trade union independence
The Coalition constantly attacks the Labor Party (ALP) for being 

too close to the trade union movement. In reality, the unions tend to 
serve the ALP. It is the political and fi nancial support that the unions 
give that is of concern to the Coalition. The infl uence of the ALP is 
such that prospective trade union leaders are routinely asked to join 
the Labor Party and may fi nd that if they do not join, their develop-
ment or election will not be supported, irrespective of their abilities.

The attacks on John Setka, the secretary of the Victorian branch of 
the building and construction union (CFMEU), brings to the forefront 
this relationship as the Coalition and mass media have successfully 
played wedge politics. Setka is being used by the Coalition and mass 
media to rally support for the Ensuring Integrity Bill. It is real gutter 
politics to subject the whole trade union movement to this fascistic 
piece of legislation on the alleged and unproven basis of the conduct of 
one man. The vilifi cation campaign against Setka mixes the personal 
with political. The Australian Council of Trade Unions is campaigning 
against the bill, but where is the ALP?

The Ensuring Integrity Bill is the main question here. Not what 
Setka is alleged to have said or done. The mass media have played 
a key role in the vilifi cation of Setka. If it wasn’t him under attack, 
they would have found another reason for the bill. This legislation has 
the intent of bankrupting trade unions, criminalising trade unionism 
and destroying organised labour in Australia. The targeting of the 
CFMEU, and Setka in particular, is misleading. It hides the true 
nature of the bill. This bill applies to ALL trade unions, to All trade 
union offi cials, to ALL workers! Not just to the “guilty”, “lawless” 
parties.

The bill is the most draconian, anti-democratic, anti-worker 
legislation ever to hit the deck in Australia. As Setka says in his 
statement, “This bill undermines the fundamental democratic right 
of union members to elect their leaders, handing power to the govern-
ment and its big business mates to have union offi cials removed and 
unions shut down for even the most minor or technical breaches of 
workplace laws.

“Despite this and the threat posed to the rights of millions of 
working Australians, the Labor Party appears to have gone missing 
in action in the fi ght to stop the Ensuring Integrity Bill.”  (See page 
3 for full statement.)

Labor wants fi nancial support from the trade union movement 
but at the same time is gradually distancing itself in terms of policy, 
hoping to pick up conservative voters. This will never work. It dem-
onstrates the rank opportunism of the ALP.

Setka has now resigned from the ALP. The external demands 
for him to resign from his position as state secretary of the union 
amount to external interference. It is up to his members to determine 
who leads them. The claims that his refusal to resign is hurting the 
union movement at large may have some validity. But we need to ask 
why. It is the successful vilifi cation campaigning that has created this 
situation. There are footballers that have done worse, but as darlings 
of the media and their multimillion dollar advertisers, the response 
is quite different.

This attack is being driven by enemies of the union movement. In 
particular, the builders and developers who stand to make even more 
obscene profi ts if they succeed in removing a militant union leader. 

Trade unions are independent organisations with their own demo-
cratic processes. They have the right to elect their own offi cials. This 
right is being interfered with in the attack on Setka and it is one of 
the rights that is under attack in the Ensuring Integrity Bill. If a 
union offi cial commits a crime, then Australia has a comprehensive 
legal system to deal with such cases. Setka’s alleged offence was dealt 
with by the courts.

The trade union independence is paramount. We need a strong, 
independent trade union movement that represents the interests of 
its members. This doesn’t mean that trades unions can’t support a 
particular party or candidates in elections based on their policies.

Our task is to wrest the political leadership in the unions away 
from Labor, by putting class struggle back on the agenda. Building 
class-consciousness and developing socialist consciousness underpin 
the struggle to change the direction of politics in this country and are 
fundamental in the fi ght to win a socialist Australia. Unions should 
consider standing candidates in elections, with a view to electing a left 
and progressive government of a new type that governs in the interests 
of workers. We must build an alternative for working-class people. 

Meanwhile, the fi rst step is to Kill the Bill. So lobby your MPs, 
including Labor and cross-benchers.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
If the workers take a notion, they can stop all speeding trains;
Every ship upon the ocean they can tie with mighty chains.
Every wheel in the creation, every mine and every mill,
Fleets and armies of the nation, will at their command stand still.

Joe Hill (1879 - 1915) Joe Hill (1879 - 1915) 
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Stop the bloody 
suppression
Once again peaceful demonstrators are subjected to 
a bloody repression no less severe than what hap-
pened on the fi rst of this month and afterwards, 
which received widespread condemnation from 
political and popular organisations, both local and 
international. After the horrifi c deliberate killings 
that took place at the time, the government promised 
to act differently in future.

Today these promises were to be tested. Yet what 
happened is another catastrophe and a new tragedy for 
our people and homeland, where 30 demonstrators were 
martyred and more than 2,000 others were injured after 
tear gas was used intensively and intentionally to hit the 
protesters, in addition to the use of live and rubber bullets 
in several locations.

This development of events demonstrates the govern-
ment’s inability to fulfi l its promises and provide protec-
tion to peaceful demonstrators, and to ensure the security 
and stability of our country.

It also vindicates our party’s demand in its statement 
on October 23 calling for the resignation of the existing 
government and the formation of a new national govern-
ment, characterised with integrity and given exceptional 
powers, away from the quota system, to stop the continu-
ous deterioration and address the crises that are bleed-
ing the country, and put it on the road to safety, stability, 
reconstruction and development. 

The reprehensible repression that has taken place 
in Iraq today must stop immediately. We call on the 
President, Prime Minister, Speaker of Parliament and 
the judiciary to take an immediate serious step to get the 
country out of its crisis.  Otherwise, they bear the histori-
cal responsibility for what is happening now and what is 
going to happen tomorrow in our dear homeland.

This condemned repression must stop immediately!
25/10/2019
The Political Bureau of the Iraqi CP

PRESS FUND
Aboriginal senator Pat Dodson says Scott Morrison’s failure to 
attend the ceremony when Uluru was closed to climbers was “more 
than an insult” to Aboriginal people, for whom Uluru is sacred. It 
certainly wasn’t treated as sacred by the tourists who struggled to 
get a place on the last climb, one of whom sneered that Australia 
was closing down a really good money spinner! But who can blame 
them, when our own Prime Minister treats matters of cultural 
sensitivity with barely-concealed contempt. At the Guardian 
we want to raise awareness of the need to treat sacred sites and 
traditional owners with respect, but we need your support, so 
please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you 
possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
N H $50, Anna Pha $25, “Round Figure” $10, “Sparky” $10, 
G Spiers $20
This week’s total: $115 Progressive total: $5,510

Find out more about the

Communist Party of Australia
web www.cpa.org.au

email cpa@cpa.org.au

phone 02 9699 8844

Your Right to Know
The journalist union, the Media, 
Entertainment and Arts Alliance, 
has joined with publishers, broad-
casters and other media organisa-
tions in an unprecedented united 
campaign for reforms to protect 
media freedom, whistle-blowers 
and the public’s right to know.

The campaign was launched 
with advertisements on commercial 
television and continued last week 
on the front pages of most daily 
newspapers and websites.

It aims to draw attention to the 
impact a raft of new laws are having 
on the public’s right to know what 
governments do in our name. In the 
past 18 years, the Parliament has 
passed 75 security laws under the 
guise of national security.

“The culture of secrecy that has 
descended through these legal pro-
visions restricts every Australian’s 

right to know and goes well beyond 
the original intent of national secu-
rity,” said MEAA chief executive 
Paul Murphy.

“Journalism is a fundamental 
pillar of our democracy. It exists to 
scrutinise the powerful, shine a light 
on wrongdoing and hold govern-
ments to account to the people, but 
the Australian public is being kept 
in the dark about matters that affect 
them.

“The police raids on the home 
of News Corp journalist Annika 
Smethurst and the headquar-
ters of the ABC in Sydney were 
direct attacks on media freedom in 
Australia but they are just the tip of 
the iceberg.

“The time has come to wind 
back these excessive laws and to 
decriminalise public interest journal-
ism and whistleblowing.

“The protection of sources must 
be enhanced, and the congested 
Freedom of Information system 
needs to be unblocked.”

Murphy said that stories broken 
by the media working with whistle-
blowers in recent years had exposed 
banking malpractice, aged care neg-
ligence, Tax Office excesses and 
animal mistreatment.

But in many cases, whistle-blow-
ers have been punished and bureauc-
racies have attempted to suppress 
information from being made public.

MEAA is a member of 
Australia’s Right to Know coali-
tion, which includes commercial and 
public broadcasters and publishers, 
and the peak organisations for sub-
scription and free TV and commer-
cial and community radio.
More information is available at 
www.yourighttoknow.com.au
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October 23, 2019

My decision to quit the Australian Labor 
Party after 15 years has – everything – to 
do with Anthony Albanese. This is a per-
sonal decision I have made; it will not affect 
The CFMEU VIC/TAS branch’s ability to 
advocate within the Labor Party for better 
policies on behalf of CFMEU members and 
working Australians.

The Opposition Leader has waged a very 
public campaign to have me expelled from 
the party, based on false allegations motived 
by old-fashioned political payback. While 
they have taken a personal toll on me and 
my family, the dirty tricks directed at me are 
not the reason I have decided to hand in my 
party membership card. The reason is simple: 
I cannot continue to be a member of the Labor 
Party while Anthony Albanese is its leader.

Mr Albanese is selling out Australian 
workers and turning his back on the values 
that underpin both the party and the Union 
Movement. Under his leadership, the Labor 
Party has lost its spine. Worse still, it is in 
danger of losing its soul. It has, in record time, 
abandoned its own policy platforms that were 
geared at restoring employee bargaining power, 

standing up for a progressive tax system, prop-
erly funding education and abolishing the 
undemocratic, anti- union Australian Building 
and Construction Commission.

 Just when I thought Mr Albanese couldn’t 
betray the Labor Party’s principles, workers, 
and their families any further, he sided with the 
Morrison government on new free trade deals 
with Indonesia, Hong Kong and Peru.

I ask Mr Albanese, what has happened to 
a Fair Go for all Australians? These agree-
ments are a disaster for Australian jobs and 
living standards. Talk about sending a signal to 
unions and workers on where the party stands. 
And, it no longer appears to be on their side.

Mr Albanese claims I have brought the 
ALP into disrepute. Notwithstanding my 
fl aws, nothing has hurt the ALP’s reputation 
like Mr Albanese’s leadership over the past 
fi ve months. It is no coincidence the smear 
campaign against me came just days after I 
announced that the CFMEU would no longer 
fi nancially back the Labor Party.

The smears that followed initially centred 
on claims I denigrated family violence cam-
paigner Rosie Batty, someone I admire deeply. 
I have denied these accusations from the begin-
ning and have been supported by those at the 

National Executive meeting at which they were 
purported to have been made. My personal life 
has also been dragged into this muckraking. 
I acknowledge that I have made mistakes in 
my marriage – which I have answered to in the 
courts – but using my personal life for political 
means is an incredibly low blow.

These personal attacks have caused me and 
my family enormous mental anguish at a time 
when we are rebuilding our lives together and 
addressing our problems. Mental health is a 
very serious issue for many families just like 
mine. Instead of supporting my wife and I who 
have sought professional help to address these 
issues, Mr Albanese has used our personal life 
for political gain to expel me from the Labor 
Party.

And now he seems to have passed the 
baton to Labor frontbencher Mark Dreyfus, 
who has added criticism of former Labor Prime 
Minister Kevin Rudd to my alleged shame fi le.  
I have been determined to fi ght their moves to 
push me out, given that false accusations were 
used to justify them.

But enough is enough. I can no longer 
ignore the personal toll, along with Anthony 
Albanese’s betrayal of working Australians 
and the values the Labor Party and Union 

Movement were founded on.  My focus right 
now, and that of my union brothers and sisters, 
is resisting the Ensuring Integrity Bill being 
driven by the Morrison government. This is the 
same bill that, for good reason, failed under 
Tony Abbot in 2017.

If passed, it will leave Australia with the 
most extreme workplace laws in the world, 
restricting workers’ rights to seek fair pay and 
better working conditions by nobbling the 
unions that represent them.

This bill undermines the fundamental dem-
ocratic right of union members to elect their 
leaders, handing power to the government and 
its big business mates to have union offi cials 
removed and unions shut down for even the 
most minor or technical breaches of workplace 
laws.

Despite this and the threat posed to the 
rights of millions of working Australians, the 
Labor Party appears to have gone missing in 
action in the fi ght to stop the Ensuring Integrity 
Bill. My decision to resign from the Labor 
Party is simple but regrettable. I cannot remain 
a member of the party while Anthony Albanese 
is leader. 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, December 1988

Statement from John Setka

Adelaide

Special invitation to 
a CPA party function

Meet and speak with

Vinnie Molina
our Party President

Daniel Gasparri
Charge D’Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Embassy, Canberra

Meet comrades and friends at the doghouse
66 Wattle Avenue, Royal Park

6 - 8 pm Saturday November 2
Music, and Singing, Finger food provided – Fidel’s Bar will be open

Info – Michael 041 7803 420
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Matthew Hole

On Friday October 18, the 
A u s t r a l i a - C h i n a - F r i e n d s h i p 
Society Queensland Branch (ACFS 
QLD) hosted an evening titled 
New China Turns 70: A Long-Term 
View of Australia-China Relations
at Griffith University in South 
Brisbane. The event marked both 
the celebration of the 70th anniver-
sary of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC), as well 
as looking at the history and future 
opportunities for Australia-China 
relations. With over 170 guests in 
attendance, a great opportunity 
was provided for those interested 
in developing a better understand-
ing between Australian and Chinese 
cultures.

Consul-General Dr Xu Jie gave an 
address highlighting a very impressive 
set of statistics for what the PRC has 
achieved in its relatively short exist-
ence, including life expectancy rising 
by 42 years, from 35 to 77, over 700 
million being brought out of pov-
erty, and real incomes (accounting for 
changes in CPI) for the bottom half of 
earners rising by over 400 percent in 
the last 40 years alone to name a few.

James O’Neill, barrister and com-
mentator on geopolitical issues, fol-
lowed, discussing the relationship 
between Canberra and Beijing over 
the last seven decades, fi rst highlight-
ing that it wasn’t until 1972 that the 
Australian government formally rec-
ognised the PRC as the legitimate 
government of China. Since this time, 
China has gone from a minor trading 
partner of Australia, constituting only 

three percent of Australia’s exports, 
to now comfortably being Australia’s 
number one trading partner, accounting 
for almost a third of all exports. The 
need for the Australian political class 
to offer more cordial relations with 
its major trading partner was laid out 
clearly, rather than continue to blindly 
follow the wishes of Australia’s major 
defence partner, the United States.

Dr Colin Mackerras, renowned 
Sinologist and Emeritus Professor at 
Griffi th University, rounded out the 
seminar with a discussion on the poten-
tial for improved Australia-China rela-
tions in the short and medium-term. 
While the diagnosis wasn’t so positive 
for the next few years based on the 
current trajectory of the relationship 
at the political level; economic reali-
ties, along with the continued work of 
organisations like the ACFS, will see 
an improvement in relations over the 
medium term. Victoria recently sign-
ing up to the Belt and Road Initiative 
– the fi rst Australian government to 
do so – providing some optimism that 
Professor Mackerras might be right.

A panel discussion followed to 
fi nish the evening, allowing members 
of the crowd to have their voice heard. 
Overwhelmingly, there was a sense of 
Chinese nationals living in Australia 
being subjected to an increasing 
amount of racism, being fuelled by 
the efforts of the Australian media 
– both public and private – to con-
tinually demonise our Socialist neigh-
bour. Several local Communist Party 
of Australia (CPA) members were 
involved in the organisation of the 
event, with almost all of the Brisbane 
branch in attendance. 

70th Anniversary of New 
China celebrated in Brisbane

Australia

Party Education a success 
at National School in Brisbane
Casey Davidson

A few weeks ago, comrades from Brisbane, 
Melbourne, and Sydney came together for 
the fi rst Queensland-based full-weekend 
National School to study Lenin’s work, The 
Three Sources and Components of Marxism. 
Attendees enjoyed networking and learn-
ing in the Yuraba Conference Centre, sur-
rounded by the leafy riverside parkland, 
Kumbartcho Sanctuary. All students were 
given a copy of the book, which was com-
plemented by a PowerPoint with images 
and important points to help everyone 
better understand the content. These slides 
are available for other branches to use.

Lead by David Matters, Assistant General 
Secretary, Saturday morning commenced 
with the fi rst component, the philosophy of 
Marxism. This meant having an in-depth look 
at materialism. Students explored how a mate-
rialist outlook provided an approach to how the 
world can be known and understood. It was 
also interesting to explore how the ruling class 
undermine materialism in place of idealism.

Participants then talked about how Marx 
developed the materialist doctrine, with 
Hegel’s dialectics. Dialectical materialism pro-
vides an explanation of eternally developing 
matter. Comrades briefl y discussed examples 
of this to help better understand it, and how 
it applies in party work. This was followed 
by a look at historical materialism, which 
Marx developed to include human society. 
Throughout the presentation, all participants 
had opportunities to ask questions, as well as a 
quick break to talk through their thoughts with 
other comrades.

Part Two involved the second compo-
nent, Marxist political economy and the labour 
theory of value. This part took the rest of the 
day, as it explored some fairly complex con-
cepts such as how the political superstructure is 
erected on the economic foundation, on which 
Marx’s Capital is devoted. 

Comrades enjoyed a delicious lunch made 
by volunteer comrades in the Brisbane branch. 
After this, the group got into a discussion about 
surplus value. This included labour as a com-
modity, how capital creates unemployment, 
the money-form of value, and human labour-
power. Comrades fi nished the afternoon with 
discussions on the reserve army of labour and 
workers being replaced by machines. 

Participants concluded the afternoon by 
each person talking about what they got out of 
the day, and ways the education program can 
continue to be developed. Most commented 
that the education program has improved sig-
nifi cantly in terms of organisation, content, 
and resources. Suggestions for improvement 
included the possibility of allowing other 
branches to video link into sessions, recording 
presentations to put online, and adding more 
discussion questions. 

Before heading home after a big day, com-
rades celebrated by enjoying a beer together at 
the nearby Eatons Hill Pub. There was much 
talk about the enthusiasm from young com-
rades in the Brisbane branch. It was also a great 
opportunity for comrades from other branches 
to get to know each other more.

The following day, the group met again for 
Part Three at the comfortable upstairs confer-
ence room in the Redbrick Hotel. This focused 
on socialism and class struggle. Dave spoke 

fi rstly about how early socialism was utopian 
and endeavoured to convince the rich of the 
immorality of the exploitation. It could not 
explain the real nature of wage slavery or 
the struggle of classes. Comrades discussed 
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat and how 
the proletariat formed in the face of modern 
industry as an essential part of the transforma-
tion to socialism. After this was a conversa-
tion about tactics, bringing it back to dialectical 

materialism with relation to how classes and 
countries are not static, but dynamically in 
motion. 

The new editor of The Guardian was also 
in attendance and used some time during the 
Sunday event to discuss his role with Brisbane 
branch comrades, with ambition to con-
tinue building the Guardian to make sure all 
branches are represented in the newspaper. 
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John Perry *

Currently, several thousand labour hire 
companies are operating across most 
industries in Australia. They range in size 
from a two-people outfi t with a couple of 
computers and some phones running a 
small number of labourers or cleaners to 
large multinational enterprises like Adecco, 
which employ thousands of workers across 
a wide range of industries. 

Labour hire is a highly unstable form of 
employment – workers are hired on a day-to-
day or week-to-week basis. Registration with a 
labour hire company is no guarantee of work. 
Many labour hire companies are just “fi sh-
ing,” i.e. compiling a list of names so they can 
approach a potential client.

Labour hire workers receive no rostered 
days off or permanent part-time employment. 
They are, in effect, penalised for absences 
from work because of sickness or personal 
circumstances. 

On the job, they have very few rights. 
They are frequently subjected to prejudice on 
the grounds of age, gender, race, sexual prefer-
ence or union activity. 

If a worker is called to attend a job but 
rejects it because it’s a long way away or 
because they’re sick, the labour hire company 
counts that as a demerit. If a worker receives 
an early morning call, he or she is expected to 
attend immediately.

Labour hire locators often send the wrong 
people to the wrong job or expect them to go 
to work sites that are a long way from home 
or diffi cult to get to, e.g. someone in Sydney 
being asked to go from Oatley to Leppington, 
which would require them travelling to or 
from work for an hour and a half each way, 
via thirty-seven railway stations on two sepa-
rate lines.

Labour hire workers often fi nd themselves 
subjected to micro-management, verbal abuse, 
harassment and unrealistic workloads, unsafe 
workplaces, unsanitary toilets or showers, and 
disgusting or even non-existent meal rooms. 
Safety and work conditions, even toilet breaks, 
are restricted.

As a casual, your life is unstable – you’re at 
the mercy of bosses who on a whim can change 
your shift, remove your overtime, change your 
hours or terminate your employment. Wages 
are often delayed in payment, partly paid or not 
paid at all. Penalty rates are often not paid, and 
meal or travel allowances “forgotten.”

The struggle to resist
Essentially, labour hire is being used to 

undermine the ability of workers to organise 
and fi ght for decent wages and conditions. 

Most workers are not informed of their 

basic rights. Under current legislation, the 
right to engage in union activity or to access 
Workcover is restricted. Employers and indus-
try organisations keep blacklists of union activ-
ists. Vocal workers get penalised.

At a job interview, a prospective employer 
will often ask a worker “what sort of money 
are you after?” An “auction” will then ensue, 
with the employer saying “I don’t think we can 
go that high” in an attempt to get the worker to 
devalue his worth.

Often workers who are seeking a skilled 
job will be canvassed to see if they will do a bit 
of cleaning or some labouring when they have 
downtime, but if the equipment is not available 
or breaks down, the labour hire worker will be 
stood down with no full day’s wage

Superannuation contributions are often not 
paid at all.

Labour hire workers are often used as 
scab labour. Several years ago the CFMEU 
named Spinners Labour Hire as a source of 
strikebreakers.

Workers may be traded from permanent to 
casual, as in the Patricks Stevedores dispute. 

Permanent workers may be replaced overnight 
by labour hire workers.

Phoenixing is also common among labour 
hire companies. The fi rm AXZ labour Hire 
can go bankrupt and rise again as ZXA labour 
Hire. Afterwards, workers get nothing from 
AXZ because it’s now a bankrupt shell with no 
assets. All money, equipment, and documents 
are in the hands of the new corporate entity, 
which now trades under the newly-registered 
name.

The threat to the union movement from 
labour hire is not only ongoing but increasing. 
Australia now has one of the most highly casu-
alised workforces in the developed world.

The corporate sector wants a disempow-
ered workforce where wages and conditions 
can be driven down further, with workers suf-
fering diminished dignity and receiving a lower 
share of surplus-value. 

And the employers get what they want with 
labour hire, a capitalist’s dream and a worker’s 
nightmare. While the existence of large num-
bers of workers becomes increasingly onerous, 
a small wealthy elite grows ever more wealthy. 

Every year the Australian Business magazine 
lists the top 100 wealthiest Australians who 
have benefi ted from the super-exploitation of 
casualised, disempowered labour hire workers.

There are alternatives – for example, 
direct hire by the main employer and perma-
nency after one week. This was the rule in 
the building industry several decades ago, a 
rule locked into awards and industrial agree-
ments and enforced by unions like the Builders 
Labourers Federation (BLF) and the Federated 
Engine Drivers and Firemens Association of 
Australasia (FEDFA).

Union hire could also operate through 
a transparent roster system. The Painters 
and Dockers and the Shipwrights had that in 
years gone by, and even now, the West Coast 
Longshoremen Union in the US still operates 
such a system.

But ultimately, the only answer is to get 
rid of the capitalist system and the parasites 
that run it. Workers control within a socialist 
system is the only way to go!
* John is a building worker and a rank fi le 
activist in a major building union. 

Australia

Adelaide

Drop in to the Doghouse for a chat
Talk to CPA party members 12 – 2 pm
Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Visit the Workers’ library, working class classics

Monthly evenings of music 6-10 pm (bar facilities)

66 Wattle Avenue Royal Park
(Southside entrance)

Labour hire has to go

Sydney
Celebrate the 95th anniversary of the Lebanese Communist Party

8:00 pm Saturday November 16
Candlelight Reception 

17 South Terrace Punchbowl
The Lebanese Communist Party - Sydney Branch would like to extend its invitation to 
you to join us for the celebration of the 95th anniversary of the party’s foundation.

In this occasion, we would like to invite you to attend our Annual Gala Night.

We highly value your attendance and solidarity.
Sydney Branch Bureau – The Lebanese Communist Party

Communist Party of Australia – Melbourne
Invites you to the celebration of the momentous Great October Socialist Revolution, the event that for the fi rst time 

in history concentrated the means of production in the hands of the working class.

This year we will also celebrate the centenary of the formation of the third “Communist” International 
and the 99th Anniversary of the formation of Communist Party Australia.

2 PM Sunday November 3
Democritus – 583 High Street Northcote

$15 Food included. Drinks available

Enquiries 0414 352 542 or vicpa@netspace.net.au

The Darwin Workers’ Club gets a licence ... Again!
This Darwin Workers’ Club has been successful in their application for a special licence for service of liquor for members and 
bona fi de guests at their club rooms located at 38 Woods Street, Darwin. The licence was granted on October 1 and the 

club is currently remodelling their club rooms for a November opening. This licence is the second the Workers’ Club has received 
with the last being granted on July 12, 1946, during the rebuilding of Darwin following the Japanese bombing of the city.

People interested in becoming members should get in contact with the Secretary on 0439829490 or contact the Darwin 
Workers’ Club Facebook page. Fees are $5 for union members, no charge for life members and retired members and 

$10 for social membership.

Facebook: www.cpa.org.au/facebook/darwin-workers
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IMF Aid as 
Imperialism in Ecuador
Dr Graham E L Holton

On October 1, 2019, to meet the condi-
tions of a US$4.2 billion loan from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
as part of a total US$10.2 billion loan, 
President Lenin Moreno ended a fuel subsi-
dies programme, sparking immediate civil 
unrest throughout Ecuador. The protest 
was in reaction to the conditions required 
under the IMF Structural Adjustment 
Program (SAP). As Indigenous groups, 
workers’ organisations, and transport 
workers organised into social movements, 
Ecuador faced a national insurrection. In 
Quito, the capital, a protest of up to 100,000 
headed to the Carondelet Presidential 
Palace, after Moreno moved the govern-
ment to the relative safety of Guayaquil, a 
coastal industrial city and port. The march-
ers took control of the National Assembly 
and installed a People’s Assembly. A large 
contingent of police and military were 
called out to block the National Unity 
Bridge from protesters, using tear gas, 
truncheons, and driving armoured vehicles 
into the crowd. The Indigenous leader of 
Cotopaxi, Inocencio Tucumbí, was killed, 
and three men were thrown off the San 
Roque bridge by police. On October 9, 
Amnesty International (AI) put out a state-
ment condemning Ecuadorian authorities’ 
“heavy-handed repression of demonstra-
tors.” The human rights organisation 
called for an investigation into the use of 
“arbitrary arrests, excessive use of force, 
torture’ of protestors.”

On October 11, the police fi red tear gas and 
rubber bullets against a peaceful demonstra-
tion in Arbolito Park. In response, Indigenous 
protesters set up its own Indigenous Guard for 
protection during assemblies. On October 12, 
State TeleSUR was taken off the air and Radio 
Pichinha Universal was raided by the police 
because of their disclosure of the repressive 
measures ordered by Moreno. 

The conflict resulted in seven people 
killed, 1,000 injured, and 1,152 under arrest. 
On October 16, after talks with the leaders of 
the important Confederation of Indigenous 
Nationalities of Ecuador (CONAIE), Moreno 
cancelled the removal of fuel subsidies. These 
protests illustrate how deeply divided Ecuador 
remains, between the marginalised Indigenous 
peoples and the old class structure, the legacy 
of centuries of colonialism. Indigenous women 
played a pivotal role in the demonstrations, 
despite the gender inequalities in the coun-
try. Moreno blamed former President Rafael 
Correa of Ecuador, who is an ally of President 
Nicolás Maduro of Venezuela, for the pro-
tests. The IMF is to hold its annual meeting in 
Washington DC this week, where the matter of 
Ecuador will be discussed. The IMF had issued 
a statement on October 2 that the reforms 
aimed to support “Ecuador’s dollarisation, 
including the reform of the central bank and 
the organic code of budget and planning [...] 
to improve the prospects of all Ecuadorians.”

Moreno had done a 180-degree political 
turn soon after he took offi ce when he was 
elected president after being vice-president 
under Correa between 2007 and 2013. He 
was elected on the expectation that he would 
continue with the left-wing social and eco-
nomic policies, which were lifting the popu-
lation steadily out of poverty, with the use of 

massive oil revenue. These changes had slowed 
as the international price of crude oil fell 
from over US$100 a barrel to under US$50 a 
barrel, putting the budget under restraint. Once 
Moreno became president, he quickly revealed 
that he was now a neoliberal ideologue, lead-
ing a government accused of corruption. 
Ecuador’s attorney general started an investi-
gation into Moreno and his family’s dealings 
with the establishment of the INA Investment 
Corporation. Moreno will withdraw from 
Organization of Oil Producing States (OPEC) 
to ensure Ecuador can increase oil production 
above present quotas demands. Ecuador fi rst 
joined OPEC in 1973, left it in the 1990s, and 
returned in 2007 under Correa.

In August 2018, to meet conditions of a 
future IMF loan, Moreno issued the Organic 
Law to foster productivity, attract invest-
ment, create jobs, stability, a balanced budget, 
to reduce public debt and the budget defi cit, 
and to reintroduce Neoliberal economic pol-
icies. In February 2019, Moreno signed an 
Extended Fund Facility Agreement with the 
IMF, the effect of which greatly benefi tted for-
eign multinationals, banks, and powerful fami-
lies in Ecuador, at the expense of the Middle, 
Worker, and Peasant classes, forcing the poor 
into greater poverty. The legislature was passed 
without revealing the true extent of what the 
government’s policies would be. In March, 
the IMF approved a US$4.2 billion IMF loan, 
under which the IMF requires that Ecuador 
reduce its debt from sixty percent to forty per-
cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 
2022. The primary fi scal defi cit of seven per-
cent is to be eliminated by 2021. 

To achieve these goals, public spending is 
to be cut by laying off government employ-
ees, eliminating subsidies, and cutting back 
on social programmes. On October 1, 2019, 
Moreno announced the elimination of petrol 
and diesel subsidies forcing petrol to US$0.66 
per litre. These subsidies were expected to save 

US$1.3 billion in the fi rst year. Other auster-
ity measures include tariff reduction on raw 
materials and capital goods imported, elimi-
nation of advanced payment on corporate 
income tax, elimination of taxes on technology 
imports, and fi fty percent tax cut on foreign 
exchange. Profi table State-Owned Enterprises 
will be privatised. Ecuador would join the 
Pacifi c Alliance and negotiated Free Trade 
Agreements with the US and China. Other 
measures included extensive labour reform to 
make workers more competitive, an increase 
in excise taxes, reducing the relative impact 
on high-income families, and the elimina-
tion of taxes on foreign exchange leaving the 
country. The interest rate on loans to micro-
enterprises would increase to twenty-fi ve per-
cent. Government spending on agricultural 
development would be halved. Ecuador’s for-
eign reserves, now at US$5.1 billion, is to be 
increased to US$11.4 billion by December 
2021.

According to the Council on Hemispheric 
Affairs (11 October 2019), all these changes 
are expected to have a detrimental impact on 
the national economy, forcing Ecuador into 
negative growth for the coming financial 
year. The IMF predicts that this fi nancial year 
Ecuador would have a 0.5 percent reduction in 
its GDP, after growing at 1.4 percent earlier in 
2019. The poverty rate had already risen from 
35 percent in 2014 to 44 percent by June 2019. 
These measures would be offset by increased 
benefi ts to low-income workers, paid for by 
a three-year tax on companies with an annual 
revenue higher than US$10 million.

Yet there was no need for the IMF loan, 
as the private sector owed the government 
US$4.3 billion in unpaid income tax, which 
the government largely cancelled on the direc-
tion of the IMF. These companies included the 
following oil companies: Andes Petróleum 
Ecuador, Oleoducto de Crudos Pesados, 
Consorcio Petrolero Bloque 16, AGIP Oil 

Ecuador, and Repsol Ecuador SA. Other cor-
porations, including banks, owed millions 
more. Wilma Salgado, the former Minister of 
Economic Affairs of Ecuador, argued that the 
biggest winners of the IMF package are petro-
leum corporations, an offshore phone company, 
Exportadora Bananera Noboa SA, and banks.

Alex Bravo, former manager of 
Petroecuador, who is in prison for plac-
ing US$6.3 million in an offshore tax haven, 
was forgiven US$3.9 million. The company 
Odebrecht, already under corruption investi-
gation, owes US$11.8 million of which US$4.5 
million will be forgiven. The end of fuel sub-
sidies would save the government US$1.2 bil-
lion, which could have been collected from the 
debt owed by corporations. 

The conditionality of IMF aid packages, or 
SAPs, has long been questioned. Teresa Hayter 
writes in her Aid as Imperialism (1971), that 
“‘Aid’ has never been an unconditional trans-
fer of fi nancial resources.” The conditionality 
of the Washington Consensus (World Bank, 
IMF, and aid organisations) generates dis-
content with its severity, leading to social and 
economic shock, in the receiver country. Aid 
is used as leverage to infl uence the domestic 
policies of the developing country. In 1980, 
the Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 
criticised the IMF for its part in a “global 
apartheid,” accusing its policies as anti-
developmental. Joseph Stiglitz, former chief 
economist of the World Bank, wrote in his 
Globalization and its Discontents (2002) that 
the IMF refl ected the interests and ideology 
of the Western fi nancial community. In 2016, 
the IMF’s research department found that its 
loan policies exacerbated fi nancial crises and 
economic inequality. In the case of Ecuador, 
these criticisms are deservedly true, result-
ing in a greater US control over the national 
economy.  

Yet there was no need for the IMF loan, as the 
private sector owed the government US$4.3 billion 

in unpaid income tax, which the government 
largely cancelled on the direction of the IMF.
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Aged care

Blowing the whistle
Four-in-ten workers plan to leave the aged 
care sector within fi ve years, according 
to the largest ever survey* of the sector’s 
workforce. And nine-in-ten residential 
aged care and home care workers are too 
stretched to offer appropriate support to 
residents and clients.

Responses from 5,000 workers reveal a 
vital workforce straining under extreme pres-
sures of crushing workloads, increasingly com-
plex care needs, and chronic under-staffi ng.

“These fi ndings are shocking, but sadly 
not surprising,” said Health Services Union 
national president, Gerard Hayes. “Federal 
budget cuts have eroded the sector’s margins. 
Our members often report anecdotes of fi ve 
dollar a day food budgets or rationing of sani-
tary pads.

“Critically important jobs in the sector such 
as cleaning and catering are being outsourced 
to shonky operators who steal employee wages. 
There is simply no fat in this sector, the gov-
ernment has sawed into bone.”

United Voice union assistant secretary and 
Aged Care director, Carolyn Smith concurred, 
“This is a real eye-opener – here are 5,000 of 
our aged care workers telling us all just what is 
happening in their sector. The workers caring 
for elderly Australians are in a truly shocking 
situation. Billions in funding being ripped from 
the system by the Morrison Government has 
left workers with high levels of stress, under-
staffi ng, impossible workloads and navigating 
a system that is just not funded to deliver qual-
ity care for our elderly.

“It’s heart-breaking. Workers and those 
in their care deserve so much better. These 
workers can’t wait for the Royal Commission 
to report; they need a workforce strategy and 
investment now.”

The clear theme to emerge from the survey 
is “no time to care”. Current systems and fund-
ing levels are only allowing time for basic care 
for our elderly, not quality care.

According to the survey, 92 percent of 
both residential and home care respondents 
don’t have the time to offer the social and 
emotional support their elderly residents and 
clients need, while 37 percent of residential 
and 38 percent of home care respondents are 
planning to leave the sector in the next fi ve 
years: 93 percent of residential aged care 
respondents and 75 percent of home care 
respondents have seen an increase in more 
complex care needs during their time work-
ing in the sector.

Main residential aged care worker 
fi ndings:
• 87 percent of respondents have to hurry 

residents in their care because there are too 
many tasks to complete;

• 94 percent don’t have enough time to talk 
to residents in their care and 97 percent said 
“yes”, residents want them to stop and talk 
to them – and 91 percent said when this 
happens they have to say “no” because they 
have too much work to do;

• 75 percent said “yes”, in the last two years 
they have seen a reduction in staff on the 
fl oor;

• 93 percent said during their time in aged 
care they have seen an increase in residents 
with more complex care needs, 94% have 
seen an increase in dementia;

• 75 percent of respondents say overwork due 

to understaffi ng is important in deciding 
whether to continue in aged care;

• 44 percent of residential aged care 
respondents have suffered a work-related 
injury, 79 percent have been abused at 
work and 77 percent have been in situations 
where they felt they could get injured or 
were not safe.

Main home care worker fi ndings:
• 90 percent of home care respondents 

say that there are not enough home care 
packages to provide quality care – with 53 
percent saying “no there are not enough” 
and 36 percent saying there are only enough 
to “provide basic care but not quality care”;

• 87 percent of home care respondents don’t 
have enough time to talk to an elderly 
person in their care, 97 percent have clients 
that want them to stop working and have 
a chat with them, 85 percent said when 
clients need them to spend more time with 
them they have to say “no” because they 
have too much other work to do;

• 86 percent of home care respondents have 
not had enough time to offer the social and 
emotional support an elderly person in their 
care needed;

• 76 percent have had to hurry up elderly 
clients because they have too many things 
to do whilst in their home;

• 67 percent of home care respondents say 
that during their time working the sector 
there has been an increase in workers 
having more complex care needs and 76% 
have seen an increase in dementia;

• 45 percent of home care workers have 
suffered a workplace injury, 69 percent 
have been in situations in the homes of 
clients where they felt there were not 
safe, 60 percent have been abused in the 
workplace;

• 82% of respondents believe more worker 

training would assist in delivering quality 
care.

Main fi ndings on workforce retention 
and ageing workforce:
• 37 percent said “no” or “probably not” to 

working in residential aged care in 5 years’ 
time and 38 percent of home care workers 
said “no” or “probably not” to working 
in the sector in 5 years’ time (reasons for 
planning to leave the sector included low 
pay, overwork, stressful aspects of the job, 
and emotional impact of the job);

• 53 percent of residential aged care 
respondents were over 50 years old and 89 
percent were female;

• 69 percent of home care respondents were 
over 50 years old and 90 percent were 
female.

Summary of qualitative data/written 
responses:
• Workers are stressed, depressed and 

depleted, leading to “burn out”;
• Staff worry about residents receiving a 

lower quality of care than they should 
because staff are rushing constantly;

• Less staff means stressed staff trying to do 
everything;

• Rather than resident-focused work it is 
similar to a production line;

• It is a heavy workload and causes emotional 
and physical fatigue;

• For residents and clients it means a wash 
instead of a shower, residents and clients 
having to stay in bed for the day instead 
of getting up for the day, not much time to 
answer bells, unable to assist in toileting 
or changing continence pads as much as 
should be done;

• Increasing numbers of residents suffering 
dementia, and residents with diffi cult 
behaviours;

• Care needs of residents have increased 

because residents are now more frail, more 
unwell and less mobile when entering aged 
care because people are staying in their own 
homes longer;

• More training would assist in workers 
delivering quality care – particularly for 
dementia, complex behaviours, palliative 
care and grief – training should be fully 
funded and compulsory;

• There has been an increase in residents 
without family or other emotional support;

• Home care workers are dealing with lonely 
elderly people who need more care and 
social contact than the scheduled time 
allows;

• Residents are stressed too, they are not 
receiving the high quality of care that they 
deserve.

Australian Community Research (ACR) 
director Karen Luscombe said, “Our aged care 
workers are stressed and exhausted. The care 
needs of elderly care recipients are increasing 
because people are managing to stay at home 
longer, there are more people with dementia, 
but the number of staff has stayed the same or 
gone backwards.

“Workers are getting less job satisfaction – 
they want to deliver quality care but can only 
deliver basic levels of care when they are so 
hard pressed. It’s leading to the concerning 
situation of worker burnout with experienced 
staff planning to leave the sector.”
* The survey was open from February to 
June 2019 to aged care residential and home 
care workers across Australia. The 4,868 
worker respondents were both union and 
non-union members, with 4,138 residential 
aged care respondents and 730 home 
care respondents. Survey results compiled 
by Australian Community Research (ACR), 
www.acr-research.com.au 

Staff worry about residents receiving a 
lower quality of care than they should 
because staff are rushing constantly.
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Protest in Honduras reaches boiling point
Emile Schepers

Since the re-election of Honduran 
President Juan Orlando 
Hernández of the right-wing 
National Party in 2017, mass 
protests have been ongoing in 
the streets of Honduran cities. 
That election was considered 
fraudulent by many, but now a 
court decision in the United States 
has added to the anger against 
Hernández, a close ally of the 
Trump administration.

On October 18, a US federal 
court in New York found the pres-
ident’s brother, Tony Hernández, 
guilty of major drug trafficking 
charges. And although Juan Orlando 
Hernández had previously stated that 
his brother alone was responsible for 
whatever he had done, the evidence 
presented against Tony also impli-
cates Juan Orlando and his prede-
cessor, former Honduran President 
Porfi rio Lobo.

A major witness in the trial, 
gangster Devis Rivera Madriaga, 
testified that he had bribed both 
Presidents Hernández and Lobo to 
allow the Cachiros drug cartel a free 
hand to run drugs through Honduras 
on their way to sale in the United 
States. Furthermore, evidence was 
given that President Hernández’s 
fi rst election campaign, in 2013, had 
received support in the form of drug 
money.

The rise of Lobo and the 
Hernández brothers to power in 
Honduras was the result of the 2009 
military coup d’état which over-
threw left-leaning President Manuel 
Zelaya. At that time, the United 
States had moved to prevent Zelaya 
from returning to power, and this 
resulted in the election of Lobo in 
November 2009, in circumstances 
in which the security forces were 
repressing the opposition, part of 
which boycotted the vote.

The Hernández regime has been 

exceptionally violent. The police 
have been militarised, protests have 
been repressed, and there have been 
murders of grassroots opposition 
fi gures, including the well-known 
indigenous environmental defender 
Berta Cáceres, who was shot to death 
in March 2016, clearly because of 
her activism in opposition to an envi-
ronmentally destructive dam project.

Poor Honduran rural and urban 
people have borne the brunt of the 
repression, as rapacious big business 
interests have worked with the secu-
rity forces to repress their efforts to 
defend their livelihoods. For exam-
ple, in Lower Aguan, there have been 
numerous deaths of farmers resist-
ing encroachments of landowners 
who want to expand the cultivation 
of African palm for the international 
biofuels market. On the Caribbean 
coast, the Afro-Indigenous Garífuna 
population is under great pressure 
from powerful interests that want 
to push it out to make room for 

lucrative tourist operations. Labour, 
women’s, youth, and LGBTQ activ-
ists face violent repression.

So it was no surprise that on 
Friday, October 18, after the convic-
tion of Tony Hernández and in the 
context of the revelations about his 
brother the president, Hondurans 
hit the streets in more demonstra-
tions. Ex-President Zelaya, who now 
leads the LIBRE left-wing political 
party, joined demonstrators in the 
Honduran capital, Tegucigalpa. On 
Monday, October 21, more demon-
strations took place in the capital 
and elsewhere, with barricades and 
burning tires in the streets. They 
were violently repressed by secu-
rity forces. Clouds of tear gas fi red 
by the police fi lled the campus of 
the Francisco Morazán Pedagogical 
University, near the site of one of the 
major protests in the capital.

The long series of demonstra-
tions and clashes with the security 
forces have resulted in deaths and 

injuries, and numerous Hondurans 
are in jail for their active opposition 
to the corrupt Hernández regime. 
Although right now the central 
demand of the demonstrators and a 
broad sector of the opposition is that 
Juan Orlando Hernández resign or be 
removed from the presidency, long 
struggles are also ahead to repair the 
damage done to this extremely poor 
nation of 9.3 million people since the 
2009 coup.

Up until recently, the Trump 
administration has staunchly sup-
ported the sleazy and violent regime 
in Tegucigalpa. That the government 
of Juan Orlando Hernández was 
fraudulently elected, corrupt, and 
undemocratic did not faze Trump 
and his minions, any more than the 
narcotics involvements did.
People’s World 

Plans to destroy 
government workers’ unions
Mark Gruenberg

WASHINGTON – The Government 
Employees (AFGE), the nation’s largest 
union for federal workers, has summarised 
and is publishing, in fi ve instalments, a 
secret Trump administration memo outlin-
ing in detail how President Donald Trump 
and his ideologues systematically plan to 
destroy federal worker unions. AFGE adds 
its own analysis. Part 1 and Part 2 have 
already appeared, with three more to come.

And private-sector workers and unions are 
next on Trump’s hit list, the memo promises.

The memo by Trump White House aide 
James Sherk, a former “fellow” at the hard-
right Heritage Foundation, is being posted and 
analysed on AFGE’s website. It includes restor-
ing Republican President George W Bush’s ban 
on unionisation of the nation’s 45,000 airport 
screeners. And that’s just for starters.

It also would ban unions for the Defence 
Department’s 200,000 civilian workers, 
the hundreds of thousands of workers at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and workers at 
the Department of Homeland Security and the 
federal Offi ce of Personnel Management – the 
government’s human resources agency – itself. 
Trump also wants to abolish OPM.

Killing OPM and transferring its over-
sight of federal workers to unaccountable 
White House aides would bring back the spoils 
system of the 1880s and before, union lead-
ers say.

“The memo, laced with familiar half-truths 
and outright lies, is proof AFGE has been right 
all along in saying the administration’s true 
goal in making changes to personnel rules is to 
‘end collective bargaining’ in the federal sector. 
It’s right there in their own words,” the union 
states. It also goes far beyond Trump’s prior 
executive orders trashing federal worker rights.

Trump’s executive orders don’t plan to 
obliterate unions outright. His memo does.

“End collective bargaining,” the memo 
sets as a goal. “Government unions impede the 
effi ciency of federal operations and direct the 
government to put the interests of government 
employees fi rst. Curtailing collective bargain-
ing in government serves the public good. The 
[Civil Service Reform Act] allows the presi-
dent to exempt agencies from its coverage on 
the basis of national security concerns.” The 
New York Times and Politico fi rst disclosed the 
memo’s existence.

Destruction of federal workers and their 
unions, including cuts in their pay and bene-
fi ts – also part of Sherk’s memo – is part of an 

overall right-wing and corporate-backed drive 
to destroy unions in the US and thus remove 
the biggest and most-effective obstacle to 
their agenda. That larger drive includes the 
US Supreme Court’s Janus decision and anti-
worker rulings by the courts and the National 
Labour Relations Board.

One motive of the larger drive, Tom 
McCabe, CEO of the conservative Freedom 
Foundation, admitted to the UK Guardian in 
2016, is to “de-fund the left” and thus destroy 
opposition.

AFGE revealed Sherk also “discusses 
ways to make it impossible for workers to 
unionise” in the private sector. “It details 
steps to boost corporations’ profi ts by cut-
ting workers’ overtime pay and redefi ning 
workers as ‘independent contractors,’ ” who 
legally cannot unionize. “It explains ways to 
shield mega-corporations from being liable 
for workers’ poor working conditions in fran-
chises,” AFGE summarises.

“The administration’s divide-and-conquer 
strategy with respect to organised labour is as 
disgusting as it is shameful. But it won’t work.

“Across this country, our members and the 
members of every other labour union are get-
ting educated, organized, and mobilised. As the 

largest union representing federal employees, 
AFGE will continue to resist the president’s 
mob mentality and disrespect for the federal 
workforce and the work they do.”

Sherk’s White House anti-union memo out-
lines further moves beyond Trump’s executive 
orders, which AFGE, the Treasury Employees, 
and other federal unions have fought both in 
court and in Congress.

Those executive orders tossed unions 
out of their small offi ces in federal build-
ings – where shop stewards met with mem-
bers – yanked their phones, fax machines, and 
computers, banned federal workers from com-
municating with lawmakers, and told the stew-
ards they would have to represent workers on 
their own time and on their own dime, among 
other restrictions.

Trump’s biggest order also made it easier 
to fi re federal workers, depriving them of many 
of their due process rights, including the simple 
right of having some time to prepare to defend 
themselves and to argue their cases before 
unbiased decision-makers.

His “national security” excuse would let 
Trump abolish unions for the screeners – Bush 
used the same national security rationale to ban 
unions for them – defence workers and at VA.

AFGE waged a long campaign to get the 
Democratic Obama administration to overturn 
Bush’s anti-union edict for the screeners, for-
mally called Transportation Security Offi cers. 
And AFGE has defended VA whistle-blowers 
who revealed bosses’ mismanagement of care 
for veterans, including mismanagement that led 
to dead vets.

While the memo hasn’t been formally 
implemented yet, government-wide, AFGE 
notes Trump is already taking away some civil 
service protections for the screeners, whose 
pay is so low the TSOs have the lowest morale 
of any group of federal workers. One of every 
four TSOs quits within 16 months of being 
hired, AFGE says.

Bush also imposed a National Security 
Personnel System “merit pay” plan on the 
DOD workers, to give bosses total sway over 
workers’ pay and promotions, leaving eve-
rything open to favouritism. AFGE and a 
31-union alliance battling for the DOD work-
ers fought that scheme in court, too, and won. 
Congress eventually banned DOD from imple-
menting it.
People’s World 
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Heads of African countries have fl ocked 
to Russia for a fi rst of its kind summit, 
where Moscow will be offering business ties 
and security arrangements alternative to 
“colonial-style” relations with the West.

Over the past decade, the African conti-
nent has become a battleground for geostrate-
gic competition involving China, the US, and 
the EU, which compete with each for military 
access, economic superiority, and soft power 
supremacy.

Countries like India, South Korea, and 
Gulf monarchies have interests in Africa too. 
So does Russia, which has the advantage of 
old ties in the region and touts itself as an ide-
ology-free pragmatic partner that wouldn’t 
leverage its offers to extort geopolitical 
allegiances.

“We have something to offer our African 
friends. This, in particular, will be discussed 
at the upcoming summit. And of course, we 
aim, together with our African partners, to 
uphold common economic interests and pro-
tect them from unilateral sanctions, including 
by reducing the share of the dollar and switch-
ing to other currencies in mutual settlements,” 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said in a 
recent interview for TASS.ru.

Biggest gathering ever
With that in mind the Russian leader will 

be hosting a two-day event meant to further 
that ambition. The Russia-Africa summit in 
Sochi expects over 3,000 guests, including 
44 presidents and prime ministers of African 
nations.

It’s the fi rst time in Russia’s modern his-
tory that it welcomes so many African digni-
taries at once. Even the protocol part, which 
requires Putin to shake hands and exchange 
polite words with each visiting head of state, is 
expected to take at least an hour.

The Russian president will then be holding 
a marathon series of talks with at least a dozen 
of foreign leaders. Those include Egypt’s 
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, who also co-chairs 
the gathering in his capacity as chair of the 
African Union. The bilateral talks are expected 
to extend beyond Thursday evening, when the 
summit itself ends.

Grains and atoms
The high-profi le summit is a culmination 

of diplomatic efforts over the past several years 
meant to boost Russia’s presence in the region. 
Moscow believes there is much potential for 
growth in this area, especially when compared 
to other players. African nations’ trade with 
China, for example, stood at over $204 billion 
last year, compared to $20 billion with Russia. 
The US, the EU, India and even the relatively 
small economy United Arab Emirates were all 
ahead of Russia.

But Russian trade is rapidly growing, 
having almost tripled since 2010. It also 
already has a strong economic foothold in 
some African nations like Egypt, Algeria, 
Morocco, South Africa or Tunis, playing on its 
strong points.

For instance, one of the top Russian 
exports to Egypt is wheat. Russia trans-
formed itself into a major crops producer and 
the world-leading exporter of wheat after the 
tit-for-tat sanctions war with the EU led to 

shutdown of Russian markets to European 
food products.

It gave a boost to the Russian agriculture 
sector, and led Moscow to search for new mar-
kets. It can also offer a lot of complimentary 
agriculture products, from fertilizers through 
combine machines and other equipment, to 
know-how which Russian farmers came up 
with during the surprise boom.

Russia’s soft power 
on the rise

Russia has a less tangible edge over some 
of its competition in Africa, since it has no 
toxic historic colonial baggage. In fact, Soviet 
Union supported pro-independence movements 
throughout Africa as European nations were 
withdrawing from it. It was, of course, part of 
the Cold War ideological confrontation with 
Washington, but it built some goodwill that 
comes in handy today.

In the 1960s Moscow gave free educa-
tion to thousands of Africans. Soviet-trained 

engineers and technicians were essential for 
manning Soviet-constructed infrastructure in 
African nations, while Soviet-trained offi c-
ers commanded African troops equipped with 
Soviet-supplied hardware. A similar trend 
emerged today.

Last year some 17,000 students form more 
than 50 African nations were getting higher 
education in Russia, including 4,000, who 
won scholarships from the Russian govern-
ment. Hundreds of others were sponsored by 
Russian companies investing in energy and 
mineral projects in Africa, which want a cadre 
of trained employees recruited from the local 
population.

Russia’s current infl uence in Africa, of 
course, is a far cry from what Soviet Union 
used to have at the peak of its power. Russia 
sees a place for itself as a power that African 
nations can turn to when it has problems it 
can’t solve on its own, be they domestic or 
foreign.
RT – Russia Today 
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NYC council members 
introduce resolution 
against blockade of Cuba

Israel demolished 
more than 140 
Palestinian homes

Gary Bono

NEW YORK — On the steps of 
City Hall on October 17, City 
Council representatives Inez 
Barron, Ydanis Rodriguez, and 
Jimmy Van Bremer announced 
the introduction of a council 
resolution calling for an end to 
the economic blockade and travel 
bans imposed by the US federal 
government on Cuba. In addition 
to members of the media, a crowd 
of Cuba solidarity activists were 
in attendance at the 9 am press 
conference, which began with a 
rousing call to end the blockade.

In opening remarks, Barron 
read from the resolution, to which 
she added her own heartfelt appeal 
to the US federal government. She 

called for the lifting of what the 
government calls the “embargo” 
and the elimination of regulations 
that hamper US citizens from visit-
ing the island.

She pointed out that a clear 
majority of the world’s nations, as 
well as a majority of citizens in the 
US, oppose the blockade and said 
that ending it would be good for 
everybody. The blockade is detri-
mental to the economies of both 
Cuba and the US, she said, arguing 
that lifting it would serve as an eco-
nomic stimulus.

Speaking in English and in 
Spanish, Rodriguez mentioned the 
progress that was made several 
years ago to improve US-Cuba rela-
tions and ease the restrictions. He 
expressed the hope that, rather than 

returning to the days when harsh 
measures were imposed, progress 
would continue.

Rodriguez has been a long-time 
champion of solidarity with Cuba 
and, in an earlier statement said, 
“We need to end this archaic Cold 
War-era embargo that has impacted 
the people, not the government as 
[was] its original intent. We must 
end the Cuban embargo and travel 
ban now!”

At the close of the event, Barron 
said the resolution would be for-
mally introduced later that day and 
that the process of reaching out 
to other members of the council 
to get them on board would begin 
immediately.
People’s World 

Israeli authorities have demol-
ished at least 140 Palestinian 
homes in east Jerusalem this year, 
a human rights group said today, 
the highest annual number since 
it began keeping records in 2004.

The demolition of homes built 
without Israeli government per-
mits comes amid a major increase 
in Jewish settlement activity both 
in east Jerusalem and in the occu-
pied West Bank since US President 
Donald Trump took offi ce.

The Israeli rights group 
B’Tselem said that 238 Palestinians 
have lost their homes this year, 
including 127 children. The second-
highest number of demolitions on 
record was in 2016, when 92 homes 
were demolished. Israel occupied 
east Jerusalem, the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip in the 1967 Six Day 
war.

Israel annexed east Jerusalem 
that year in a move not recognised 
internationally.

Shortly after capturing east 

Jerusalem, Israel expanded the 
municipal boundaries to take in large 
areas of vacant land on which it later 
constructed Jewish settlements.

At the same time, it sharply lim-
ited the expansion of Palestinian 
neighbourhoods, forcing many in the 
increasingly crowded areas to build 
“illegally.”

Last month another Israeli rights 
group, Peace Now, obtained offi-
cial fi gures on building permits in 
east Jerusalem going back to 1991 
that provided strong evidence of 
systematic discrimination against 
Palestinian residents.

While Palestinians make up 
more than 60 percent of the popu-
lation of east Jerusalem, they had 
received just 30 per cent of permits.

As a result, Peace Now estimates 
that half of the 40,000 housing units 
built in Palestinian neighbourhoods 
since 1967 lack permits, placing 
them at constant risk of demolition.
Morning Star 

Russia offers African leaders 
no-strings-attached business
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The future

Young people are the future. That was 
shown with their numbers rallying in 
rage about the ineptitude of governments 
around the world in tackling climate 
change. We have to give them that future, 
which means encouraging those that can 
fi nd work in these toxic times, to join their 
unions.

Unions need to be rebuilt and become the 
powerhouses for the workers they once were. 
This period of “begging” for scraps and tug-
ging forelocks, which rabid capitalism cre-
ates, is over. An active, conscious, strong and 
numerous rank and fi le union membership is 
the only way to tackle the capitalist system.

The organised industrial strength of work-
ers is the only way to bring this current system 
to heel. Compliance with the laws that are 
strangling the working class and the union 

movement is simply admitting defeat. The 
union leaders need to put in place a strategy 
of mass mobilisation and defi ance. As ACTU 
secretary Sally McManus stated – if laws are 
bad they should be broken.

Withdrawing labour reduces profi ts and 
those in power will only come to the table 
when their profi ts diminish.

Youngsters need to learn the history of the 
union battles of the past, and an understand-
ing of Marx’s theories about capitalist society 
wouldn’t go amiss. Capitalism is in its last gasp 
and socialism is the only alternative to address 
the inequality in society and the destruction of 
our planet.

Jo Dunleavey
Wodonga

Morales’ Victory

Many expected the Bolivian presidential 
election to enter a second round of voting. 
However, the victory of Bolivian President 
Evo Morales in the fi rst round proves how 
popular policies, regardless of the degree 
to which they adhere to particular socialist 
principles or tendencies, can be if they are 
designed to work for the people, and not 
for big business. Here are some highlights 
of the Morales’ presidency for those who 
are not up to date on its successes: In 2006, 
prior to Morales’ presidency, 59.9 percent 
of Bolivian people were living in poverty, 
according to the Guardian. By 2017, that 

number has fallen 34.6 percent. Similarly, 
extreme poverty rates have fallen from 
38.28 percent to 15.2 percent. The economy 
has almost grown 5 percent every year 
since Morales took offi ce in 2006. The mini-
mum wage has also grown three-fold since 
he took offi ce. This is just a small sample 
size of the results of nationalisation and 
education reform in a developing country.

However, for the capitalists and the impe-
rialists, it is not enough. The election vic-
tory is already being qualifi ed by many as a 
“fraud.” This is an additional charge on top 
of the other which argues that Morales pres-
idency has already exceeded its expiry date. 
We have seen these charges made against a lot 
of Latin American countries such as Cuba and 
Venezuela, two countries the US has attempted 
to topple for decades. The same is happening 
in the Pacifi c with Hong Kong. Whether or 
not the imperialist narrative sticks to Bolivia, 
we will have to see. However, we do know 
that these are the crocodile tears of western 

governments. How do we know this? Look at 
Chile. The Chilean protests are a rally against 
a neoliberal regime which has devastated the 
working class. However, the coverage is far 
sparser and the analyse less rigorous. This is 
not a fault in our corporate media coverage, it 
is its design. Those administrations which play 
ball with the capitalists will receive help and 
support both in the PR department and mili-
tarily. Those who don’t will be undermined at 
every turn, face smear campaigns and a coup 
d’état orchestrated by outside forces.

Thus, as dedicated comrades, we must 
defend these nations against the intervention of 
capitalist forces. At every turn we must stand 
up and speak out against the lies present by 
the corporate media, by our capitalist govern-
ments and make sure that the true message of 
the people is always heard.

Barney Flint
Sydney
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Current cinema release Dogman 
is not Italian director Matteo 
Garrone’s fi rst attempt at social/
political commentary. Some years 
ago Gomorrah caused a stir in 
international fi lm circles for its 
stunningly realistic exposé of the 
Neapolitan Comorra – a criminal 
“state within the state” of south-
ern Italy.

Gomorrah could easily be passed 
off as yet another violent underworld 
“slice of life” movie with no par-
ticular axe to grind, but it is much 
more than that. It is a portrayal of 
the pyramid structure of criminal 
exploitation with its invisible mas-
ters, its competing middlemen and 
its bottom-feeding soldiers/servants. 
One of its central characters actually 
delivers the regular Comorra pen-
sion/bribe to ex-servants who com-
plain about the cost of living and the 
desperate need for a rise.

Gomorrah is a bleak society 
built upon violence and implicitly, its 
“system” of survival is everywhere. 
It is, in fact, a fi lm about capitalism.

Like Gomorrah, Dogman is set 
in a bleak, crumbling estate on the 
Neapolitan coast which is a society 
in its own right. Here Marcello, a 
“runt of the litter”, an unattractive, 
unremarkable, wretched petty bour-
geois, runs a business catering to 
other people’s dogs, and he is pass-
ably good at what he does.

The movie opens with a chained, 
snarling, slavering dog fi red with 
resentment, but the Dogman grad-
ually simmers the beast and soon 
has it lapping up its wash/blow-dry 
and following instructions. For this 
lonely dog-lover, who shares a plate 
with his own mutt, business is doing 
okay.

But Marcello’s life is overshad-
owed by a force more powerful and 
threatening than nature. His name is 
Simone (pronounced Si-moh-nay) 
and he’s the kind of “friend” that 
Marcello cannot shake off – he is a 
brutish bully whom no-one, least of 
all the desperately solitary Dogman, 
can control.

Simone is beyond reason. 
As a sideline means of ingrati-
ating friendship in the commu-
nity Marcello deals in cocaine, but 
Simone wants “more, more, more!”, 
his appetite leaves the Dogman in 
constant fear of reprisal. When he 
loses on a poker machine, Simone 
smashes it and if the owner doesn’t 
make up his losses, he will smash 
up the whole club. His violence is 
innate, his crimes are many, and he 
is a constant brooding presence on 
the estate.

When other shop owners discuss 
their situation they understand the 
law provides no protection – Simone 
would kill any squealer, and he 
would soon come back from prison 
worse than ever. The only way he 
will be stopped is through death, but 
none of them have the nerve to do 
the deed.

Life for the Dogman is not 

always oppressive. Occasionally 
Marcello can escape the gloom 
through his connection with nature. 
His affi nity with dogs and his short 
diving trips with his estranged teen-
age daughter, the only person who 
understands his anxieties and pow-
erlessness, give him some small and 
serene relief – after all, humans are 
natural creatures and it is only the 
structures built around us that stir our 
apprehensions.

Marcello tries to hide from his 
hulking “friend” but is soon pressed 
into a joint crime that lands him in 
jail and ruins both his business and 
his pitiful standing in the commu-
nity. Of course, it is all Simone’s 
fault but when the Dogman is fi nally 
released and presses for some rec-
ompense the real offender takes no 
responsibility – Marcello’s pleas are 
shrugged off.

Thus Marcello contrives his plan 

of action. For some commentators, 
this means Dogman is a savage, ani-
malistic “dog-eat-dog/’alpha-beta 
male” contest, or a classic Tarantino 
“blood revenge” fi lm, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. In 
carrying out his strangely apt reac-
tion, Marcello is simply seeking an 
apology from his tormentor, some 
recognition that he is a human being, 
deserving of respect.

The Dogman’s naivety overlooks 
the fact that the capitalist bully’s 
DNA doesn’t allow for apologies, the 
demand for which only enrages him 
further. The parallels with the inter-
national bully, Trump, here, are nota-
ble. For the fi rst half of the movie 
Simone wears a jacket with “Uncle 
Sam” emblazoned on the back, in the 
second half he rides a loud motor-
bike up and down the main drag of 
the estate – a reference, maybe, to 
Brando’s “Wild One”. And who can 

forget John Howard’s utter refusal, 
year after year, to utter the “Sorry” 
word?

It is the imperialist Beast’s own 
rage, its own mad urge to win and 
destroy any obstacle, even at the 
expense of all society, the whole 
planet, in fact, that brings its end. 
When Marcello realises what has 
happened, he wanders aimlessly into 
a children’s playground. As the sun 
is rising, the estate, for the fi rst time, 
appears in a different light.

Could it be that now the bleak-
ness of capitalist menace has gone, a 
new beginning is possible? Will the 
community understand that some-
times, violent measures are neces-
sary for survival and renewal, or will 
they turn on him, blame the Dogman 
for his terrible crime, and restore the 
clouds of a threatening future?

Please see Dogman. There is 
much discussion in it. 

Film Review by Bob Treasure

Dogman

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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François Ozon’s new film By 
the Grace of God (Grâce à Dieu) 
is a gripping true story of three 
adult men who banded together 
to expose the code of silence in the 
Catholic Church that continued to 
enable a priest who abused them 
as boys.

The powerful indictment of the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy that allowed 
scandalous priestly behaviour to 
go on unrestrained for decades is 
brought up to date with legal devel-
opments in the case as recently as the 
summer of 2019.

In many ways this is the French 
counterpart to the 2015 American 
film Spotlight, which focused on 
reporters from the Boston Globe 
investigating child abuse in the 
Catholic Church in that city. By the 
Grace of God won the Silver Bear at 
this year’s Berlin International Film 
Festival.

Alexandre (Melvil Poupaud), a 
solid upper middle-class bank offi -
cial, lives in Lyon, a bastion of the 
French Catholic bourgeoisie, with 
his wife and fi ve children. A fer-
vent churchgoer, he learns in 2014 
that Father Preynat (Bernard Verley), 
the priest who abused him when he 
was a Boy Scout in the early 1980s, 
is still working with children. As a 
conscientious believer and citizen, he 
decides to take action – “not against 
the Church but for the Church.”

He is not overtly blocked in his 
pursuit of justice within the Church. 
Cardinal Barbarin (one letter off 
from “barbarian”), portrayed by 
François Marthouret, assures him 
these are difficult and regretta-
ble episodes in the Church’s past 
that the Church is now fi rmly com-
mitted to rectifying. Oh, how he 
feels Alexandre’s pain. But then 
Alexandre is stonewalled, humoured, 
delayed, patronised and lied to – and 
advised to pray, forgive, and not 
allow these memories to fester for 
his own peace of mind. The way the 
fi lm gets its title is thanks to this oily 
Cardinal.

Well along in the fi lm, Alexandre 
is joined by two other victims of the 
priest, François (Denis Ménochet) 
and Emmanuel (Swann Arlaud). The 
three men will go to great lengths 
to denounce the perpetrator and the 
institution that has always protected 
him. Aside from all the personal 
demons aroused in this endeav-
our, which many victims long ago 
decided would be better put to rest, 
the fi lm exposes the risks and dan-
gers of going public – loss of respect 
in the community, fi ssures reopen-
ing within families, relationships 
with loved ones frayed almost to 

the breaking point. Each of the men 
is forced to examine his own fra-
gility and analyse for himself what 
part of that stems from early child-
hood trauma. At the same time, each 
grows in self-confidence as they 
begin to form a mutually supportive 
community of victims and start win-
ning victories in the Church, in the 
press, and in the courts.

The drama focuses on the 
attempt to find other victims of 
Father Preynat, who one by one, as 
they hear about the investigation, 
start appearing. Not all of them, 
however, are ready to join the suit 
to punish the “Preynateur” (a pun 
on the priest’s name and “predator” 
– aside from the fact that at least in 
English the name contains the word 
“prey”). For these guys the wounds 
are still too raw.

It is important to fi nd the most 
recent incidents of abuse, for those 
of Alexandre’s generation have 
already run out the statute of limita-
tions. The victim has to be willing 
to press charges and thereby sur-
render anonymity. In the meantime 
there’s a kind of humorous cat-and-
mouse game going on between the 
police, the press and social media 
as to who gets to frame and tell the 
juicy story.

From time to time we get dreamy 
fl ashbacks, almost as if seen in a 
home movie from 30 years before, 
of the St Luc Boy Scout trips to 
Portugal, Ireland or elsewhere, where 
the cowardly Preynat molested his 
unsuspecting targets. He maliciously 
picked on boys with family problems 
who might have been looking for a 
strong father fi gure, or in one case 
on a mute boy he knew could not rat 
him out.

Important roles are played by 
the women in these men’s lives – 
wives, girlfriends and mothers. If 
the Church itself resists repentance 
and confession, it is also the parents 
of the children whose stories come 
into view. In the case of François, his 
mother early on sent protest letters to 
Church offi cials, which were cruelly 
ignored. Fortunately she kept copies 
of her correspondence for the police 
to see years later. In other cases, the 
parents simply could not accept their 
young sons telling them that a priest 
had kissed them, thinking it an inno-
cent, blameless gesture.

Alexandre’s parents steadfastly 
oppose his activism as an embar-
rassment to the family. How does it 
look, after all, when his wife teaches 
at the Catholic school where the fi ve 
children are all receiving their educa-
tion? Why rock the boat at this late 
date?

Alexandre has an emotionally 
draining encounter with his abuser 
during the course of his search for 
justice. Will Father Preynat admit 
his crime, show repentance, ask for 
pardon? And will he receive his vic-
tim’s forgiveness?

So many other questions arise. 
What is the material substance of 
pardon and forgiveness anyway? Do 
both abused and abuser go home and 
have a nice peaceful sleep that night, 
fi nally liberated from their torment 
like that? “Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us?” Great. Confession and 
forgiveness can be very useful tools.

True, we all know people who 
nurture grudges and resentments 
all their lives and are internally 
destroyed by them. Yet we are deal-
ing here not with “sins” but with 
actual crimes, and forgiveness alone 
cannot always erase the damage. For 
many people of fervent faith (any 
faith, not just Catholic, as we often 
see), it is simply not done to publicly 
expose the failings of church leaders.

Alongside our institutions of 
religion, which we know are not 
always responsive, we also have civil 
society, with its laws and enforce-
ment. François, who now as an adult 
considers himself an atheist, pursues 
civil justice irrespective of what 
internal judgments the Church may 
or may not impose.

This brings into relief a weak 

point in the fi lm. Lyon itself may 
be a Catholic stronghold, but gen-
erally speaking France is a highly 
secular country and we don’t know 
that from the fi lm. So much of the 
world pictured here is seen between 
the walls of Church and home, espe-
cially around the central fi gure of 
Alexandre – the other men have dis-
tanced themselves from the faith. 
Writer and director Ozon might have 
provided some counterpoint with a 
casual conversation with a friend or 
neighbour directly challenging him 
on the very idea of religious submis-
sion. To his credit, though, toward 
the end, one of his sons poignantly 
asks him, “Papa, do you still believe 
in God?”

“The real question,” says Ozon 
in a pre-release interview, “is: Do 
you still believe in the Catholic 
institution?”

Frankly one has to wonder if 
Father Preynat himself believes in 
God: His lack of repentance cer-
tainly shows no sign of his being 
terrified of the eternal damnation 
that awaits him in the next world. 
And while I am on my soapbox, I 
would apply that to that whole fl ock 
of Bible-tootin’ hypocrites we see in 
every corner of society in every land. 
Feed the hungry? Clothe the poor? 
Poppycock!

Pope Francis, whose recent rul-
ings on priestly pederasty have 
restored some Roman Catholics’ 

faith in the Church’s capacity for 
self-examination, is certainly aware 
that his people have been leav-
ing the Church in droves. But the 
damage control may have come too 
late. Former Catholics are either 
just not religious at all (largely the 
case in such traditionally Catholic 
countries such as France, Italy and 
Spain), or they have drifted toward 
High Church denominations like 
the Anglicans and Episcopalians or, 
especially in Latin America, toward 
the evangelical Christian movement.

The running time for By the 
Grace of God is 137 minutes – eight 
minutes longer than Spotlight. If you 
add on the commercials and the pre-
views, it will be a long outing at the 
cinema: This serves as your offi cial 
bladder alert. Could a few minutes 
have been cut? I think so, maybe by 
eliminating one dead-end story of a 
subsidiary character. It’s in French 
with English subtitles.

Despite some small criticisms, 
it’s a riveting “spiritual” thriller that 
takes no “liberties with the facts,” 
according to the director. If you liked 
and appreciated Spotlight, you will 
be in familiar territory.

Written and directed by François 
Ozon, the Music Box Films release 
features cinematography by Manu 
Dacosse, production design by 
Emmanuelle Duplay, and costume 
design by Pascaline Chavanne.
People’s World 

Film Review by Eric A Gordon

By the Grace of God

Melvil Poupaud as Alexandre.
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Marx and Engels stated that “the emanci-
pation of the working class must be the act 
of the working class itself ”. This was not 
a call for revolution, simply a statement 
that workers must become aware of the 
chains that bind before being able to organ-
ise themselves to remove those chains. In 
today’s society, those chains are becoming 
more than apparent with the tightening of 
legislations enforced by the ABCC Act and 
now the insidious Ensuring Integrity Act 
being discussed in parliament as I write 
this.

In the 19th century, workers were mostly 
uneducated and accepted the routine of labour 
as being a means of putting food on the table. 
Unable to recognise the cause of their misery 
and being unable to vote, they were powerless 
to do anything about their circumstances.

Today, we have the vote but with two polit-
ical parties in Australia governing at the behest 
of big business, people are rightly feeling dis-
enfranchised by the political process and con-
sider politics to be irrelevant to them. What joy 
that attitude must bring the elite, who see such 
apathy as a licence to continue their push for 
paying workers even less and making bigger 
profi ts!

We are seeing our society being ground 
down under noxious legislation introduced to 
prevent us from protesting legally, and extin-
guishing union power until no one is able to 
raise a whimper against injustice. The gains 
made by the labour force after the Second 
World War, when workers were in demand to 
drag humanity out of the ruins, are now being 
down-sized as capitalism reaches its inevitable 
decline – something that Marx and Engels fore-
saw. Their social theory predicted that the inev-
itable crisis in capitalist production, with all its 
ramifi cations, would galvanise the masses into 
revolutionary activity.

Meanwhile the increasing poverty that 
workers are experiencing in relatively rich 
countries, such as Australia, the US and the 
United Kingdom has produced a rift in soci-
ety of Dickensian proportions. Recently, Philip 
Alston, acting in his role of Special Rapporteur 
for the United Nations, visited the UK and dis-
covered that, despite its wealth, one-fi fth of 
the UK population (14 million people) lives 
in poverty, with one-third of children living in 
poverty.

At the height of the Global Financial Crisis 
(GFC) in 2008 there were 29 food banks in the 
UK. Today there are around 2,000. The number 
of people sleeping rough in England is up by 
165 percent. More than 500 children’s centres 
and 340 libraries have been closed down, and it 
is estimated that 700,000 adults and 1.5 million 
children will fall into poverty by 2020.

As in the times of Charles Dickens, the 
poor are relying on philanthropic charity, 
which the Tory government seems keen to 
encourage. It’s quite happy for food banks to 
exist as it isn’t a cost to the government. As can 
be seen increasingly in the US and Australia, 
living in a working household does not bring 

freedom from poverty. In the UK, six in every 
10 of those in poverty come from a family 
where someone is working.

As in Australia, the government is targeting 
unemployment payments and disability ben-
efi ts. Here the cashless welfare card is being 
introduced; in the UK the Universal Credit 
Card has been introduced, replacing other sup-
port allowances to the detriment of recipients.

At the same time, we see CEOs, such as 
Alan Joyce at Qantas, receiving million-dollar 
payouts while our LNP government passes tax 
cuts for the wealthy.

At the bottom end of the social scale the 
working class see their standard of living 
decreasing rapidly – wages being whittled 
away whilst prices rise; government attack-
ing benefi ts whenever possible; insuffi cient 
jobs; sky-high rental charges, etc. etc. Thirty 
percent of people are worried about job secu-
rity and 42 percent of young people (18-24) 
accepting that they will never own a home. 
The Australia Institute has produced statistics 
showing that wages as a percentage of GDP 
that were 58.4 percent in 1975, have dropped 
to 47.1 percent in 2018. It is obvious that 
these losses have been transferred to compa-
nies as higher profi ts.

Today we have a situation of insecure 
employment, low pay (exacerbated by wage 
theft), superannuation theft, high levels of 
indebtedness in order to survive and high levels 
of stress. Wealth inequality is rampant and 
although people are well aware of this, they 
are uncertain as to what action to take.

This is where Joe Hill comes in:
• If the workers take a notion, they can stop 

all speeding trains;
• Every ship upon the ocean they can tie with 

mighty chains;
• Every wheel in the creation, every mine and 

every mill;
• Fleets and armies of the nation, will at their 

command stand still.
So I come back full circle to the begin-

ning. People are unaware of the latent power 
they have as workers. They seem to have 
forgotten the fact that struggle is the key to 
driving social change. The capitalists haven’t 
forgotten this, which is why they are hurrying 
draconian laws through parliament to tie the 
workers’ hands.

Union membership has declined, helped 
along by the class collaborationist Accord in 
the ’80s and more recently due to the introduc-
tion of individual contracts and casual work. 
The unions are constantly being demonised by 
our government and its house-trained media, 
using a time worn method of mud-slinging 
and confusion, which can lead to some work-
ers being brainwashed and becoming cynical: 
the same cynicism that today is being shown to 
the political system as a whole. And it is per-
haps not unfounded. Workers are right to ques-
tion the loyalty of trade union leaders when so 
many have ended up in plum jobs in political 
parties and then well-paid positions in large 
corporations.

It is obvious that the tendency of capital-
ist production is not to raise but to sink the 
average standard of wages, in order to obtain 
bigger profi ts. Once again, Marx had a term 
for this – “surplus value”, which equates to 
the new value workers create in excess of the 
cost of their labour to the capitalist. This “sur-
plus” is then appropriated by the capitalist as 
profi t on the sale of the product. In contempo-
rary society this is proving to be not enough 
for greedy employers who now want to pay 
even less in wages in order to make bigger 
profi ts. They are, in fact, digging their own 
graves.

Capitalism has always been a series of 
booms and busts and it is interesting to note 
that more often than not a war has conven-
iently occurred to renew the capitalist wheel of 

fortune once again. Marx stated that the march 
of “Modern industry ... cuts from under its feet 
the very foundation on which the bourgeoisie 
produces and appropriates products. What the 
bourgeoisie therefore produces, above all, is its 
own grave-diggers.”

This can be seen currently with the antics 
of Trump attempting to “make America great 
again” to the detriment of the capitalist system 
currently struggling in a “bust” cycle – hence 
the nuclear sabre rattling. Interestingly, Marx 
had realised that “the course characteristic of 
modern industry [was] a decennial cycle inter-
rupted by smaller oscillations”. He added that 
a capitalist’s accumulation advanced these 
“irregular oscillations” which would occur 
with increasing frequency: as we have seen 
over the past two decades. 
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Taking Issue – Eileen Whitehead

A call for revolution

Wealth inequality is rampant and although people are well 
aware of this, they are uncertain as to what action to take.


