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The Ensuring Integrity Bill takes union-
busting to new heights. It has nothing to do 
with ensuring integrity. A more apt name 
would be the Destroying Integrity Bill. The 
Bill sets out to provide employers and gov-
ernment bodies with the powers to destroy 
the trade union movement and crucify 
workers. It would take Australia back to 
the days of master-servant relationships of 
the 19th Century.

The Morrison government attempts to jus-
tify the repressive legislation by pointing to 
“lawless” unions – by “lawless” it is referring 
to militant unions carrying out legitimate trade 
union activity. It is this activity that is in breach 
of laws, bad laws that deny workers and trade 
unions their democratic and human rights.

The Reserve Bank of Australia has pleaded 
with the Coalition government to take action to 
increase the stagnant and declining wages of 
Australian workers. If this bill passes, then the 
employers will have the power to cripple trade 
unions and prevent them organising, strug-
gling, and recruiting members.

“This law will undermine workplace 
safety, increase wage and superannuation 
theft and make it harder for workers to get pay 
increases and be represented when they need 
help,” ACTU president Michelle O’Neil said.

With an armoury of union-bashing laws in 
place, it is perhaps not so surprising that indus-
trial action is at record lows and as a conse-
quence wages are stagnating or even declining. 
Working conditions have also deteriorated.

The Ensuring Integrity Bill not only out-
laws but also criminalises legitimate trade 
union action and activities of union offi cials. 
Criminal offences and jail sentences are not 
appropriate for industrial relations law. As for 
acts of fraud or other serious criminal offences, 
Australia has a comprehensive system of crimi-
nal law that should be used.

Australia’s industrial relations legisla-
tion is already in breach of international law – 
International Labour Organisation Conventions 
– which Australia, as a signatory to them, is 
obligated to legislate for and adhere to them.

The right to take any form of industrial 
action is currently confi ned to when an enter-
prise agreement has expired, and a new one 
is being negotiated. This is further restricted 
to issues relating to the negotiations and then 
only after a ballot of members and specifi ed 
periods of notice given to employers regarding 
the timing of the action.

This means that any action to enforce the 
terms of an agreement, to protect the health 
and safety of workers, on political issues is 
outlawed.

All other industrial actions or even threats 
of industrial action are outlawed with trade 
unions, union offi cials, and workers facing 
heavy fi nancial penalties. Right of entry is 
severely restricted. Industrial pickets are 
illegal.

In the building and construction industry 
there is an even tougher, draconian regime 
with hefty penalties and a special police force, 
the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC), prowling and spying on 
workers and union offi cials.

Workers in that sector of the economy have 
even fewer rights, union offi cials are more 
likely to lose their right of entry permits and 
employers act with impunity. Workplace deaths 
and serious injury are all too frequent.

If the Ensuring Integrity Bill goes ahead, 
things are set to get a lot worse.

Disqualification of 
union officials

The Ensuring Integrity Bill authorises 
an unprecedented level of state interference 
and supervision over the democratic proc-
esses within trade unions and establishes 
almost open-ended reasons for disqualifying 
union offi cials from holding offi ce. This also 
deprives members of their right to elect their 
offi cials.

The proposed disqualifi cation gives the 
courts powers on such a broad range of issues 
as to be arbitrary, ranging from serious crime 
through to failure to comply with the duties 
ordinarily placed on the offi cers of corpora-
tions to even minor aspects of industrial law 
including the obscure reference to “fi tness”.

There is a catch-all, “not a fi t and proper 
person” clause, that can be used to disqualify a 
union offi cial. This includes situations where a 
right of entry permit has been revoked or sus-
pended, or there have been certain criminal or 
civil fi ndings as well as for “any other matter 
the Court considers relevant.” This leaves the 
door wide open to abuse!

Deregistration 
of trade unions

Under the legislation union offi cials and 
unions could be taken to court for such acts as 
attempting to negotiate with employers, pro-
tecting their members’ wages and working con-
ditions, attempting to meet with their members 
or recruit new members, and taking action to 
ensure the safety of workplaces.

The bill states that the Federal Court must 
cancel the registration of a union on any of the 
following grounds:
• Corrupt conduct of offi cers
• Two fi ndings against the union for 

disqualifi cation of offi cers
• Multiple fi ndings against a substantial 

number of members of the organisation or a 
part of its membership

• Non-compliance with orders or injunctions 
or “obstructive” unprotected” industrial 
action.

Further, there should be no legislation 
allowed that permits collective punishment of 
trade union members by curtailing their funda-
mental rights. Unions are democratic organi-
sations and attacking them hurts all working 
people. This law will undermine workplace 
safety, increase wage and superannuation 
theft and make it harder for workers to get pay 
increases and be represented when they need 
help.

The Communist Party of Australia calls 
on the Senate to protect the interests of the 
Australian workers to be able to form organisa-
tions that represent their interest and have con-
trol over those organisations and the right to 
Freedom of Association. Workers must be able 
to participate to freely elect their trade union 
offi cials without interference from the State. 

Members should be able to hold individuals to 
account under the union’s own rules.

“It is not an exaggeration to describe this 
bill as fascistic. Its aim is to put the trade 
union movement out of action by targeting its 
leadership, leaving workers defenceless and 
strengthen the hand of employers to acceler-
ate the present roll-back of wages and condi-
tions. It is both political and economic in its 
aims and objectives.” (See Guardian, #1797, 
04-10-2017, “Affront to democracy”)

This bill, both economically and politi-
cally, serving the profi t-making interests of 
employers and a government that sees votes in 
union-bashing.

The Bill has passed the Lower House and 
is currently before the Senate Education and 
Employment Legislation Committee. The 
Greens and Labor are expected to oppose it. 
However, the Coalition needs the support of a 
minimum of three cross-benchers to pass it. If 
either of the two Centre Alliance or two One 
Nation Senators support the bill then it will 
come down to Jacqui Lambie. Her position is 
unclear.

Time is running out in which to lobby the 
cross-benchers and Labor members to ensure 
the Coalition does not do some sort of deal 
with Labor to get an amended form of the bill 
through.

The Communist Party of Australia calls on 
all members, Guardian readers and support-
ers to campaign in whatever ways they can to 
defeat the Ensuring Integrity Bill and to abol-
ish the ABCC.

The struggle to defeat this bill, cannot be 
let up until it is dead, buried, and cremated! It 
is kill the bill or be killed!
(Photo: Anna Pha) 
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Capitalism is slavery
When US and European government leaders denounce criti-

cism of Israel as anti-Semitic and express their abhorrence of the 
Holocaust, certain basic facts are either glossed over, distorted 
or ignored.

The Auschwitz camp was liberated, on a wintry January 27, 
1945, by the advancing Red Army, which at colossal cost in men 
and materiel had smashed the Nazi war machine. The Soviet Red 
Army found only 7,650 survivors still in the camp. The Nazis had 
removed the other remaining prisoners ten days earlier to Dachau, 
Mauthausen and other camps in Germany.

The Nazi extermination was not limited to the Jews. They 
began by murdering the Communists, Socialists and trade union 
activists. They went on to kill Gypsies and the mentally ill. Then 
the Jews and then the “Bolshevik subhuman” of Eastern Europe.

In fact, taking account of the activities of the Nazis’ special 
punitive units employing mobile gas chamber vans, fl ame throwers 
for burning alive populations of entire villages, and other such 
refi ned barbarisms, millions of Slavs – Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, 
Byelorussians – were also systematically exterminated by Hitler’s 
“brown plague”.

It is not downplaying the appalling genocide against the Jews 
to ask why the simultaneous genocide against so many Slavs and 
others is passed over in the clamour of the western media?

The Nazis regarded their “non-Aryan” victims as “sub-human”, 
and therefore as undeserving of any pity or humanitarian concern. 
The “bestiality” that the German military and police were encour-
aged to practise could be given free rein with such “creatures”.

Ignored most assiduously, too, is the fact that the death camps 
were not only about killing people, about the “fi nal solution”. They 
also were about profi t and big business.

Auschwitz was in fact a complex of three neighbouring camps. 
Auschwitz I was the smallest and built fi rst (opened in April 1940). 
It was used mainly for political prisoners.

Auschwitz II was the well-known death camp near the village of 
Birkenau, opened in October 1941. Auschwitz III, near the village 
of Dwory, was from May 1942 a slave labour camp.

Auschwitz III supplied slave workers for the large chemical and 
synthetic-rubber works of IG Farben conveniently located nearby. 
IG Farben also made lots of money supplying the German govern-
ment with the poison gas used in the extermination chambers of 
Auschwitz II and other camps.

Prisoners arriving at Auschwitz were separated into those who 
were fi t for work and those who were not. The old, the ill and 
children were put in the latter category. These were sent off to 
be starved, hanged, shot or gassed to death, their clothes, hair, 
gold teeth and other meagre possessions appropriated to swell 
the coffers of the Reich.

The others, the “lucky” ones, were sent to the forced labour 
camp. Here, as with all the unfortunates (especially those from 
the East) they were forced to do slave labour in Germany or the 
occupied territories. They were offi cially “worked to death” (in 
accordance with a protocol of the Nazi government).

The Nuremberg trials rightly described this exploitation as 
being based on “the concept of extermination”.

An order issued by Germany’s Plenipotentiary General for 
Manpower, said that all foreign workers assigned to forced labour 
“must be fed, sheltered and treated in such a way as to exploit 
them to the highest possible extent at the lowest conceivable degree 
of expenditure”.

Quintessential capitalism.
All the big German corporations clamoured for access to slave 

labour – whether from the camps or from shipments of slave 
workers provided directly from occupied countries.

Auschwitz was not the only German death camp. Had the 
Soviet Army not smashed the Nazi war machine, the Hitlerites had 
plans for even bigger death camps across the USSR. Blueprints 
were already drawn up for camps that would dwarf Auschwitz, 
both in numbers to be exterminated and – above all – in the 
number of slave labourers who would be put to work there.

The Soviet people and their Army put paid to these nightmarish 
schemes, at an unimaginable cost.

When they liberated Auschwitz, they liberated us all.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
In one word, you [capitalists] reproach us with intending to do away with 
your property. Precisely so; that is just what we intend.

Karl Marx – Karl Marx – Manifesto of the Communist PartyManifesto of the Communist Party

”“

Education funding 
stripped
The Morrison government has passed legislation 
to fund a national disaster relief package by strip-
ping billions of dollars from another federal fund 
originally intended for investment into education 
infrastructure.

The government will transfer $3.9 billion from the 
Education Investment Fund (EIF) into its Emergency 
Response Fund. The Bill was passed with Labor’s sup-
port, with the Greens and Senator Jacqui Lambie voting 
against the measure.

The EIF was established by Labor in January 2009 
to provide dedicated ongoing capital funding for tertiary 
education and research infrastructure, including TAFE. 
The Coalition has stopped payments from the fund since 
2014. In return for Labor’s support, the Morrison govern-
ment will allocate an additional $50 million per year to 
TAFE infrastructure investment.

The Australian Education Union believes that 
while it is vital to provide generous disaster relief for 

communities which need it, this should not be at the 
expense of education.

These EIF funds are desperately needed to improve 
TAFE infrastructure and provision across Australia. 
Repurposing this funding is a short-term solution to a 
long-term problem, and will greatly affect the opportuni-
ties for people seeking vocational education training in 
rural and regional areas.

It is disappointing that Labor voted to support this 
legislation and did not move to protect the EIF, or call on 
the Morrison government to fi nd an alternative source of 
funding for drought relief efforts.

Ending the EIF is yet another example of the 
Morrison government’s campaign to defund TAFE and 
hand vocational education to profit-seeking private 
providers. 

The AEU believes that the government should be 
increasing investment into TAFE across the country, not 
cutting it. 

PRESS FUND
This week the iconic natural landmark Uluru, (named Ayer’s 
Rock by former colonial rulers), will be closed to climbers. The 
site is sacred to Aboriginal people, who have sought closure of the 
climbing route ever since it was constructed decades ago in a bid 
to boost visitor numbers and tourist industry profits. Conservative 
Senator Pauline Hansen tried to climb Uluru after declaring that 
the route should remain open to climbers because the tourist 
industry was more important than aboriginal culture, but she 
had to abandon her climb after slipping and landing heavily on 
her posterior. We want that to happen to capitalism itself, but we 
really need your help, so please send in a Press Fund contribution 
for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors, as follows:
G Dittura $10, “Round Figure” $15, “Sparky” $10, SS $5,
Anonymous friend in memory of Donna $100
This week’s total: $140 Progressive total: $5,395

Politics in the Pub Perth

99th anniversary of the CPA
Wednesday 30th October, 6-8pm

43 Below Bar & Restaurant (43 Barrack Street Perth CBD)
Join us as we celebrate 99 years of the Communist Party of Australia, CPA.

Speeches and contributions by CPA members. A short fi lm on the history of the party’s weekly paper.

A good opportunity to meet your local communists and learn about the party. 

Everyone is welcome. A special cake to celebrate.

Free entry – Food and drink available from the counter. 

For more information contact 0419 812 872 or cpaperth@gmail.com

FB: www.cpa.org.au/facebook/99-years-perth

Communist Party of Australia – Melbourne

Invites you to the celebration of the momentous Great October Socialist Revolution, the event that 
for the fi rst time in history concentrated the means of production in the hands of the working class.

This year we will also celebrate the centenary of the formation of the third “Communist” International 
and the 99th Anniversary of the formation of Communist Party Australia.

2 PM Sunday November 3
Democritus – 583 High Street Northcote

$15 Food included. Drinks available
Enquiries 0414 352 542 or vicpa@netspace.net.au

The Darwin Workers’ Club gets a licence ... Again!
This Darwin Workers’ Club has been successful in their application for a special licence for service of liquor 
for members and bona fi de guests at their club rooms located at 38 Woods Street, Darwin. The licence 
was granted on October 1 and the club is currently remodelling their club rooms for a November opening. 

This licence is the second the Workers’ Club has received with the last being granted on July 12, 1946, 
during the rebuilding of Darwin following the Japanese bombing of the city.

People interested in becoming members should get in contact with the Secretary on 0439829490 or 
contact the Darwin Workers’ Club Facebook page. Fees are $5 for union members, no charge for life 

members and retired members and $10 for social membership.

Facebook: www.cpa.org.au/facebook/darwin-workers
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On Wednesday October 9, Turkey launched 
a military operation against the border-
lands of Syria threatening the Kurdish 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and Arab 
and Assyrian citizens in the region continu-
ing the proxy war on Syria. Civilians and 
infrastructure were under attack as Turkey 
continues to use white phosphorous chemi-
cal weapons in the region on civilians. 

The Syrian army is moving into Syria’s 
north to counter Turkish aggression as the 
Syrian Democratic Forces SDF agree to accede 
control of northern Syria to national forces. 
The agreement was brokered by Russia. A new 
“peace agreement” is in place signed by the US 
and Turkey, without Syria’s agreement or rec-
ognition of Syria’s sovereignty.

Turkey’s military operations are a gross 
violation of Syria’s sovereignty, independence, 
unity, territorial integrity and international law. 
So too is the presence of US forces and other 
foreign forces fi ghting against Syria’s military 
– the Syrian Arab Army.

The US had given the green light to 
the Turkish invasion by announcing it 
was pulling out of North of Syria. The US 
withdrawal not only leaves the way open 
for the Turkish onslaught but also betrays 
their (now former) Kurdish allies. During 
the eight years of war in Syria, the Kurdish 
forces lost around 11,000 young men and 
women fighting ISIS with the air support of 
the Syrian Airforces.

However, their relationship with the 
Syrian government quickly fouled during 
this period, especially when incidents like in 
2017, when they brokered a deal, according 
to a senior Syrian lawmaker Ammar Al-Assad 
and other Syrian journalists in the region, 
that allowed 120 Daesh members to leave 
safely through a passage in Raqqa to retake 
Palmyra immediately after the Syrian Army 
had already liberated the region from Daesh, 
forcing them to confront Daesh again. (source 
for this: www.mintpressnews.com/former-
commander-reveals-turkey-close-ties-with-isis-
in-syria/257318/)

However, the Kurds have been wedged 
into a deal as of last week to subsume them-
selves into the Syrian Army and return con-
trol of Northern Syria to its former occupants, 
including its indigenous Assyrian inhabitants 
in Qamishli, with the Syrian government in 
control.

The oil refi neries in the region are now 
to be returned for full productive use and dis-
tribution among the entire rather than simply 
the KRG. Syrian journalist Laith Marouf 
characterised this as one of the “happi-
est days for Syrians in eight years.” (source 
for this: www.facebook.com/laith.marouf/
posts/10162268525485065)

The US fi rst gave the go-ahead for the 
Turkish invasion and then joined European 
nations in condemning Turkish operations. 
Trump hypocritically authorised sanctions on 
the country’s leaders, re-imposed steel tariffs 

and ended trade negotiations in response to 
Turkey’s offensive into Syria.

“I am fully prepared to swiftly destroy 
Turkey’s economy if Turkish leaders continue 
down this dangerous and destructive path,” 
Trump warned.

Turkey has a long history of genocide 
and oppression against the Kurdish popula-
tion in Turkey. It has several immediate aims 
in launching its invasion of the north of Syria. 
The fi rst is to wipe out or drive out the Kurds 
from along its border with Syria to create a 
“safe zone” penetrating a depth of 32 kilome-
tres into Syria.

The second stated aim is to settle around 
two million Syrian refugees currently in 
Turkey, however this is a dubious claim at best 
given Turkey’s most recent history of provid-
ing safe travel through the border to Syria for 
Daesh rather than Syrian refugees. 

Fake peace agreement
Previous attempts to reach a peaceful set-

tlement had failed. Perhaps the most signifi cant 
of these was the Astana (Kazakhstan) process, 
which in 2017 established the basis for four 
“de-escalation zones” on the ground in Syria 
where no military activity would be allowed.

The memorandum was signed by Russia, 
Turkey and Iran – the guarantor states to the 
ceasefi re. The other states present were Syria, 
the US, and Jordan. The meetings were held 
under the auspices of the United Nations. 
Unfortunately, this agreement was not adhered 
to.

On August 7, this year, the US and Turkey 
reached an agreement for a new demilitarised 
zone in the north of Syria, as an alternative to a 
Turkish invasion of the SDF-held area.

Then, on October 17, US vice-President 
Mike Pence on a visit to Turkey signed a cease-
fi re agreement Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. It provides for a fi ve-day ceasefi re to 
give the Kurdish population time to get out of 
the area designated by Turkey the “safe zone.”

Erdogan warned that, if the pull-out does 
not happen, “we will start where we left off and 
continue to crush the terrorists’ heads.”

Discussions around the agreement between 
the US and Turkey did not involve Syria, 
although it was part of the sovereign territory 
of Syria under discussion.

This so-called “peace agreement”, is not a 
peace agreement. It is an agreement between 
the US and Turkey to a partitioning of a sec-
tion of Syria to be under the control of Turkish 
and US forces. If these plans were to come to 
fruition it would constitute a serious breach of 
the integrity, sovereignty and independence of 
Syria.

Turkey should get out of Syria and Syria 
should be immediately relieved of US and 
Australian economic sanctions on the coun-
try producing huge infl ationary spikes in the 
cost of basic commodities and starving ordi-
nary Syrians.

Adding to this charade of peace, the US 
has now indicated that it would remove a much 
larger number of troops than fi rst indicated – 
possibly 1,000 or 2,000 depending on which 
media sources are referenced. It is not clear 
whether US has withdrawn any of its forces 
from Turkey or just back from the north of 
Syria. What is clear is that anything Trump 
says cannot be believed.

New World Order
The actions of the US in the Middle East 

are driving former allies into the arms of 
Russia. Russia is developing a reputation of 
being trustworthy and able to talk to all parties 
in a confl ict.

US imperialism is over-stretched with 
unfi nished wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, 
Yemen, destabilisation operations in Latin 
America and Cuba, and preparations for war 
against the People’s Republic of China and 
Russia. Russia and China are its main focus 
now.

In Latin America, the US is using mer-
cenaries and local militia opposing left and 
progressive governments to carry out the 
destabilisation, with US strategic support and 
funding.

The rapidity and extent of China’s eco-
nomic ascendancy and military modernisation 

have caught US administration by surprise. 
Likewise the development of Russian weap-
ons and military capability is a shock to the 
US.

While Russian President Vladimir Putin 
might be a reactionary on the home-front, 
internationally he is playing an important, 
anti-imperialist role. Russia entered Syria 
when invited by its President Bashar al-Assad 
and played a critical role in liberating much 
of Syria from ISIS and other anti-government 
forces and US-backed mercenaries. Iran, the 
US’s other nemesis, is also heavily involved in 
supporting the al-Assad regime.

The US cannot win a war against China 
or Russia. Russia and China are on the rise in 
terms of economic development and global 
infl uence. The US is in relative decline. China 
and Russia are increasingly gaining the trust of 
other nations as a result of the way they con-
duct international relations.

The US, in its pursuit of global dominance, 
thinks it can buy off nations, use them and then 
spit them out when they feel like it. Its treat-
ment of the Kurds in Syria has rung alarm bells 
across the Middle East and beyond.

Peace in Syria and other parts of the 
Middle East is only possible through political 
means and the withdrawal of foreign forces and 
ending of our own economic sanctions on the 
country. War does not create peace.

Australia should learn the lessons from the 
US’s behaviour. At present Australia’s secu-
rity is being put at risk by its military alliance 
with the US. If the US starts a war with China, 
Australia as host to US military bases and other 
facilities will be a target.

The Communist Party of Australia calls for 
action by all its members to help win a change 
in Australia’s foreign and defence policies. We 
demand that our relations with all nations and 
peoples be based on equality, mutual respect, 
friendship, cooperation and solidarity. This 
must be combined with an independent and 
non-aligned defence policy that should be 
effi cient, affordable and genuinely serve the 
defence needs of our country and the need for 
peace and stability. 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, February 2007

Hands off Syria!

Adelaide

Special invitation to a CPA party function

All party members and supporters we welcome with a special invitation to meet and speak with

Vinnie Molina
our Party President

Daniel Gasparri
Charge D’Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Embassy, Canberra

Meet comrades and friends at the doghouse
66 Wattle Avenue, Royal Park

6 - 8 pm Saturday November 2

Music, and Singing, Finger food provided – Fidel’s Bar will be open

Info – Michael 041 7803 420
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Syria has been suffering for eight 
years.

Eight years ago, anti-government 
demonstrations commenced in Syria. 
These demonstrations soon turned 
into an armed uprising and clashes in 
certain cities. Then together with the 
involvement of foreign forces, the 
civil war and the occupation of impe-
rialist powers led by the US, started

Back then, US imperialism’s 
plans for the Middle East were in 
effect. The Turkish government 
(AKP) was more than eager to 
play the role of the primary actor 
in these plans. The United States 
and the AKP started arming and 
training various groups against the 
Assad government of Syria. NATO, 
MIT (Turkish National Intelligence 
Agency) and CIA all fl ock to Syria. 
Jihadist gangs were armed with 
the most modern weapons. Armies 
were established out of these gangs. 
Turkey took the responsibility for the 
training of these armies.

As if these were not enough, 
meetings were held in Antalya and 
İstanbul with the representatives of 
these gangs. The gang members were 
paid salaries by Turkey. AKP went 
beyond interfering in the internal 

affairs of our neighbour Syria and 
took on the role of directly provok-
ing a civil war in Syria. However, the 
process did not unfold as predicted 
by the US and the AKP. The people 
of Syria resisted against the imperi-
alist occupation and the reactionary 
gangs.

On the other hand, the people of 
Syria paid a very heavy price in these 
eight years. Syria has lost hundreds 
of thousands of her people. Millions 
have been displaced. They were sub-
jected to the medieval darkness in 
the middle of the 21st century. In 
some regions, the residents were sub-
jected to the most savage barbarism 
and bigotry.

Syria is still under actual occupa-
tion and is in a divided state. Jihadist 
gangs and their armed forces are still 
terrorizing certain regions.

AKP has been committing a 
great crime for the last eight years. 
AKP disregards the sovereignty of 
another country. They are overtly 
funding, training separatist, jihadist 
gangs and deploying them as armed 
forces within Syria.

AKP government along with the 
USA are the main criminals behind 
the human tragedy in Syria. This 

crime, on which they embarked 
together in the name of bringing 
freedom to the people of Syria, has 
opened a huge wound that cannot be 
healed for years not only in Syria but 
in the whole region.

Neither the AKP government 
nor the USA or any other imperialist 
force can bring peace to the people 
of Syria.

It is clear that the peace and free-
dom rhetoric by those who rely on 
imperialist forces, who see the solu-
tion in concepts such as autonomous 
government, locality, regionalism 
which are nothing but the product 
of imperialist strategies to divide the 
people, and those who rely on this or 
that nationalism are futile.

The decision for a peaceful and 
prosperous future only belongs to the 
people of Syria. The demands of the 
working people in Syria who have 
resisted the imperialist intervention 
for the last eight years is clear: inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

AKP’s operation today against a 
country, whose sovereignty it disre-
gards under the pretext of Turkey’s 
security, is unacceptable.

Additionally, the fact that this 

is justified with the claim of the 
return of the displaced Syrians to 
their homes is nothing but a grand 
hypocrisy.

The real threat to the security of 
our country is NATO, the US and 
the imperialist forces and those who 
insist on collaborating with them.

The peace in Syria can be estab-
lished only when all imperialist and 
occupying forces withdraw from 
the region. It is the Syrians who can 
determine the future of Syria.
The Communist Party of Turkey
Central Committee
October 9, 2019

Hands off Syria
Statement Communist Party of Turkey

Australia

Union hogtied and gagged
Len Lean

South Australian ambulance offi cers have 
been ordered to stop a grass roots cam-
paign to refuse overtime on Labour Day. 
The ambulance employees work regular 
extended shifts without a break.

The state treasurer Rob Lucas said the 
move to boycott overtime on the public holi-
days might jeopardise patient safety and took 
the Ambulance Employees Association to the 
Tribunal.

The SA government is really putting 
patients at risk.

The union secretary advised the Tribunal 
that no member would be “walking off the 
job” on the public holiday; it is simply mem-
bers deciding if they want to work overtime 
on a day off.

The real culprits with new fi gures show-
ing another record for ambulance ramping 
increasing to record high. The previous high 
2,090 hours ramping in August this year and 
rising to 2,303 hours lost through ramping in 
September’s record.

(Ramping refers to the time ambulances 
are located at a hospital’s emergency depart-
ment while ambulance offi cers or paramedics 
care for their patient until the patient can be 
handed over to the care of ED staff).

Time spent for ambulance ramping has 
virtually doubled since the Liberals won the 
last state election.

The first patient to die
The situation is urgent and could be con-

sidered criminal inaction on solving the ramp-
ing crisis. The fi rst patient to die while being 
ramped for over an hour was at Flinders 
Medical Centre in September. The state gov-
ernment seems paralysed.

The Tribunal ordered that industrial 
action not occur, stating the union and mem-
bers must not encourage any industrial action 
involving any persons employed in the South 
Australian Ambulance Association.

Not organise, promote, aid, abet, procure, 
or encourage any person employed in South 
Australian Ambulance Association to engage 
in industrial action.

Not publish or republish, whether in 
paper form, electronically or otherwise, any 
promotion or encouragement for any person 
employed in South Australian Ambulance 
Association to encourage or threaten to 
engage in industrial action.

We are presently living in a period of 
accelerating attacks on worker’s democratic 
rights to withhold their labour or protest while 
employers continue business as usual. The 

federal Morrison government is dominated by 
the ultra-right-wing, and as the Labor Party 
has been captured by the right-wing for some 
years, workers may well expect further ero-
sion of democracy in Australia. 

Knives are out for protests 
The South Australian Liberal government 

is beefi ng up trespass laws in the name of pro-
tecting farmers. The Marshall government 
announced new measures on September 3 to 
better protect farmers and primary produc-
ers for trespass by “animal activists and other 
protesters”. The draft bill focusses on creat-
ing a new offence specifi cally for trespass on 
primary production land and interference with 
the conduct of primary production activities 
on said land, or anything that puts the safety 
of people on the land at risk.

This is a very wide net meant to stop 
reports of animal cruelty on farms. The gov-
ernment recommends penalties of a $10,000 
fi ne or 12 months imprisonment, along with 
compensation to farmers. Other farm offences 
also proposed to be changed include: penal-
ties for interfering with farm gates to double 
to $1,500 and for disturbing farm animals to 
increase from $750 to $2,500 or a prison term 
of six months. 

The Queensland Labor government 

sought mining industry input on laws target-
ing protesters. The proposed law changes are 
designed to stop acts of civil disobedience by 
protesters using so called “dangerous attach-
ment devices”. Police will be given new 
powers to search people and vehicles sus-
pected of carrying such devices.

The new proposed law by a Labor gov-
ernment outlines new fi nes and potential jail 
terms for people who use locking devices 
during protests – up to $6,500 or two years 
prison for people who block transport infra-
structure, and $2,600 and one year in prison 
for those who block business access.

We must fightback 
The working class needs leadership from 

the Communist Party to change the system 
and more than ever to combat the onslaught 
from the capitalist system of trampling over 
workers for the benefi t of national and mul-
tinational companies, where millionaires get 
their orders from billionaires to instruct com-
pliant governments regardless of who is in 
power to implement their wishes. 

Threats to relocate refugees into poverty
After being transferred from 
Manus to hotels in Port Moresby, 
refugees’ living conditions and 
safety are now under threat. 
Refugees presently living in the 
Granville Motel have been told 
that their living allowance of 100 
kina ($A50) a week will be cut off 
unless they “agree” to “move into 
residential accommodation.”

JDA, the company responsible 
for refugee services (and also under 
investigation by the National Audit 
Offi ce for contract abuses) circu-
lated “expression of interest” forms 
last week. But one day later, refu-
gees were being told their weekly 

allowance is to be cut off soon unless 
they agree to move.

But there are no details of the 
residential accommodation, or what 
provisions are being made for their 
safety, or their future. Nor is there 
information on who will pay for rent, 
water and electricity, or transport. It 
is impossible to survive on 100 kina 
a week in Port Moresby.

There has already been attempts 
to house refugees in the suburbs 
of Port Moresby. But they have all 
failed, terribly. At present, the hotels 
accommodating the refugees are 
guarded. But in the suburbs there is 
no security. The refugees who tried 

to live in one residential district, 
Morata, are now destitute and have 
all been bashed and robbed more 
than once by locals armed with guns 
or knives.

It is not safe to go the shops. 
And it costs 30 kina by taxi each 
way (there is no other way to travel 
safely) to get from Morata to the 
Pacifi c International Hospital (PIH) 
the only place refugees can get med-
ical treatment or medications dis-
pensed. That does leave much out of 
100 kina a week.

“Port Moresby is more dan-
gerous than Manus Island,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for 

the Refugee Action Coalition, 
“Immigration must lift the threat of 
cutting off income support to force 
refugees to move. This is another 
short-sighted proposal that puts refu-
gee lives in danger, that does nothing 
to provide them with a secure future 
after more than six years of mistreat-
ment in offshore detention.”

Meanwhile, concerns are grow-
ing for the welfare of the 53 asylum 
seekers being held incommunicado 
in the high security Bomana deten-
tion centre. There has been no con-
tact and no information since they 
were detained. UNHCR and the Red 
Cross have been denied access to 

the centre. There is no phone access, 
and despite visiting forms being cir-
culated no visits have been approved. 
At least two of the asylum seekers 
from Bomana detention have been 
hospitalised.

“The denial of constitutional 
rights to a lawyer was one of the rea-
sons the PNG Supreme Court found 
detention on Manus was unlawful,” 
said Ian Rintoul, “PNG is repeating 
the same mistakes it made agreeing 
to open the Manus detention centre in 
2013; the conditions of detention in 
the Bomana detention are making a 
mockery of any commitment the gov-
ernment has to human rights.” 
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This past month we witnessed the collapse 
of leading charity organisation “White 
Ribbon” due to fi nancial mismanagement, 
reporting an operating loss of $840,000 last 
fi nancial year. A message on their website 
advises that the organisation decided to 
close its doors following an “analysis of the 
future sustainability” of the organisation. 
Some will mourn the closing of this institu-
tion as an advocate and ally of women’s 
fi ght against male violence however I will 
not be one of them. My main objection 
being, what is the point of them? White 
Ribbon’s stated objective was to prevent 
violence against women and raise aware-
ness around the issue, surely a noble cause! 
Though it is hard to quantify I would sug-
gest that awareness of violence against 
women has undoubtedly been “raised”, but 
has this had any material impact on the 
lives of women and their families affected 
by male violence? What is the purpose of 
“raising awareness”?

Besides raising awareness, which White 
Ribbon cannot really claim sole responsibil-
ity for (I would suggest that feminists and 
socialists have been the ones to improve 
our knowledge and “awareness” of violence 
against women), what have they achieved 
in terms of preventing or reducing violence 
against women? If we are to analyse the cur-
rent state of things I would suggest that they 
haven’t achieved much really (rates of violence 
against women have not reduced). What else 
besides allowing corporations to feel that they 
are “doing something” by becoming accredited 
with White Ribbon, which I think just means 
hosting some wanky corporate breakfast and 
inviting a male politician to speak about how 
much he loves his wife, meanwhile voting 
to reduce funding for women’s services or 
tried to outlaw abortion etc etc. The breakfast 
ends, the corporation can tick off a Corporate 
Social Responsibility KPI, maybe they will 
even bring in paid leave for female employees 
who are domestic violence victims, job done. 
Problem solved.

White Ribbon have an “interesting” “fact 
sheet” on their website describing “what causes 
male violence against women.” Now I’m sure 
no one who is familiar with corporate media 
and/or liberal feminist talking points will be 
surprised about what is listed as a “fact”. Male 
violence against women is caused by oppres-
sive gender norms and the pressure on men to 
feel “strong and powerful”, other reasons given 
for male violence include “alcohol, exposure to 
violent video games and lack of knowledge of 
laws,” perhaps men beat women because they 
simply don’t know they are not allowed too! If 
that’s the case a simply exercise of education 
and “awareness raising” should reduce at least 
some of the violence against us womenfolk.

Unsurprisingly, poverty and financial 
insecurity, alienation or bourgeois rule are 
not listed as root causes of male violence by 
White Ribbon. Addressing the root cause of 
the issue would be too harmful to the power-
ful and would damage philanthropic donations 
from wealthy abusers. That’s why I’m glad to 
see the collapse of this hideous enterprise, the 
sooner the non profi t industrial complex col-
lapses the sooner we can go about addressing 

our interconnected and structural issues at 
the social level through socialist revolution, 
rather than keeping them atomised, as if vio-
lence against women has nothing to do with 
unemployment, the housing crisis, the destruc-
tion of community, and, well the whole con-
cept of private property in general. Keeping 
these issues unrelated and disconnected serves 
the ruling class by preventing solidarity across 
the spectrum of social and economic issues, it 
allows the state to abrogate its responsibilities 
to its citizens, instead relinquishing the burden 
of fi xing structural problems to private enter-
prises with no accountability, it also gives quite 
well paying jobs and Board positions to people 
who have no interest in real social change (they 
brought in $5.5 million and spent close to $3 
million of it on salaries alone!). Oh and don’t 
forget about the massive tax rort that busi-
nesses can access when they donate money to 
these so call “charities”. Its win-win. For the 
powerful that is.

Now while White Ribbon has collapsed, a 
lot of people made plenty of money out of this 
enterprise, corporates get their positive press 
and people get to feel like they are achiev-
ing something all the while the elephant in the 
room remains unnamed and class society as 
violence, and as a cause of violence against 
women stays unchallenged. This event further 
highlights how charities and “development” 
organisations really have a fi nancial incen-
tive in not tackling the root cause of the prob-
lems they task themselves to solve. In a world 
free of violence against women there would 
be no need for a White Ribbon. But how can 
we achieve a world free of violence against 
women?

Engels fi rst analysed the oppression of 
women as a creation of class society back in 
1884 in “The Origins of Family.” Class soci-
ety solidifi ed the position of women as the 
“inferior” sex in order for men to control their 
hereditary lines, so they would know that the 
wealth spent on family and later inheritance, 
was passed on to children that they knew for 
sure were theirs, a radical change from what 
was prior a collective communal approach 
to raising children and to intimate relation-
ships. Now I don’t believe its possible or even 
necessarily desirable to return to that kind of 
societal structure however there are lessons 
to be learned about current violence against 
women from Engel’s seminal work. A collec-
tive society as opposed to our current incarna-
tion of rugged individualism is far more likely 
to reduce instances of violence against both 
women and men (and lets not forget that men 
are by far the biggest victims of violence in 
Australia). 

Socialist approaches to reducing violence 
against women and ultimately all forms of 
violence is to ensure that all peoples material 
needs are met through social housing, univer-
sal healthcare, education, public food programs 
etc. Having material needs met reduces the 
stress put on relationships and families. 
Workers control of the means of production 
giving workers the ability to control their own 
labour, allowing them to work for the good of 
society rather than being exploited to further 
enrich the capitalist class. Control of one’s 
own labour and the removal of alienation and 
exploitation are key in allowing human beings 
to fl ourish. 

Free and easy access to divorce and other 

dissolution of relationships and family struc-
tures are also key, so no person remains in an 
unhappy family situation due to legal or fi nan-
cial obligation. Reduction in working hours to 
allow men and women to enjoy more leisure 
and cultural enrichment, to pursue hobbies that 
bring meaning to life. This would be achieved 
through public funding of music, theatre, art 
and sporting programs allowing people to 
build community and make new friends, have 
fun away from the family, fi nd a sense of self 
expression, exercise, and to be creative.

The only way to rid the world of the 
scourge of male violence against women (and 
against men) is through socialist revolution and 
the abolition of class society. Where women 
will not be trapped in bad relationships due to 
fi nancial constraints, where our labour is not 
exploited and alienated leaving us feeling like 
shells of ourselves unable to build community 
and solidarity with those around us, where we 
won’t suffer alienation that leads people to 
drug and alcohol abuse to cope with the misery 
of life, where women will be liberated from the 
burden of the home, where we are a collective 
that won’t stand for violence against any com-
rade, where the bourgeoisie won’t defend their 
property and power with extreme violence and 
structures of sexism, racism and other forms 
of prejudice. I’d also be pretty happy to get rid 
of those violent video games, whilst I don’t 
really see them as a major cause of violence 
against women, they are certainly anti-social, 
furthering isolation and alienation of particu-
larly young men and boys, they glorify imperi-
alist violence and they make a lot of really rich 
people even richer. Good riddance. 

Australia

Organised by the CPA Sydney Central District

Celebrate the anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution 
and 99 years of the Communist Movement in Australia

6:30pm Saturday October 26
Greek Community Club 106-110 Lakemba Street Lakemba

Greek Buffet Dinner and a multicultural program of entertainment – 
Toast to the Revolution and to building a socialist future!

Tickets $30 adult and $25 Concessiion

To reserve a seat or a table by 22 October: phocion@bigpond.com or 0417 049 358

The business of The business of 
violence against womenviolence against women

Sydney
Celebrate the 95th anniversary of the Lebanese Communist Party

8:00 pm Saturday November 16
Candlelight Reception 

17 South Terrace Punchbowl
The Lebanese Communist Party - Sydney Branch would like to extend its invitation to you to join us for the 

celebration of the 95th anniversary of the party’s foundation.
In this occasion, we would like to invite you to attend our Annual Gala Night.

We highly value your attendance and solidarity.
Sydney Branch Bureau – The Lebanese Communist Party
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The crisis of rentier capitalism i
A conversation with Oscar Figuera

Venezuelanalysis.com (va): How do you 
analyse the situation of the Venezuelan work-
ing class and the pueblo (people) in general? 
What do you think are the roots of the crisis?

Oscar Figuera (OF): For us, it is impor-
tant to begin by characterising Venezuelan 
society. For the Communist Party, what has 
entered into a serious crisis in Venezuela is 
the capitalist, dependent mode of production 
which is characterized by a rentier model of 
accumulation: we fi nd the roots of the cata-
strophic crisis that we are currently facing in 
that model.

I should add that we are paying the con-
sequences of recent mistakes: the model of 
accumulation wasn’t transformed during the 
Bolivarian Process. It wasn’t transformed with 
President Chávez and much less so now, during 
the presidency of Nicolas Maduro.

va: This, in turn, brings us to another 
question: why does the PCV consider that 
Venezuela, since Chávez’s arrival to power, is 
in a process of national liberation?

OF: To that, we would say that we consid-
ered that Chávez’s program brought forth one 
of the key elements to breaking with depend-
ency and building a new Latin American and 
Caribbean system: an organised effort to build 
a united bloc of our continent’s peoples.

This is a line of work which we histori-
cally promoted and which is, from our per-
spective, fundamental, if we are to advance 
toward breaking with imperialist domina-
tion and the longstanding dependency of our 
region. We adopted the project put forth by 
President Chávez from a tactical and strategic 
perspective.

Actually, we go as far as saying that, 
from our point of view (and we said this 
when President Chávez made the proposal), 
Venezuela’s [economic] development isn’t 
mature enough to move toward socialism. We 
understand that when Chávez began to speak 
of socialism, his call fi t with a particular politi-
cal scenario, but it didn’t correspond with the 
development of the country’s productive forces 
(what we generally call the objective condi-
tions), nor with the subjective conditions of the 
Venezuelan people.

So, again, we are where we are because 
there is a profound crisis of the capitalist and 
dependent rentier model which wasn’t trans-
formed in the 20 plus years of the Bolivarian 
Process.

Another key to understanding our support 
of Hugo Chávez is the issue of oil sovereignty. 
With Chávez, the Venezuelan state was able 
to control the nation’s main source of wealth: 
oil. Before Chávez, 90 percent of the oil prof-
its were expropriated by large transnationals. 
With Chávez, part of the oil revenues, which 
has been the backbone of Venezuela’s economy 
for the past 100 years, was put at the service of 
attending to the social, cultural, and political 
needs of the pueblo.

However, Venezuela didn’t advance in 
other aspects which are key to building a 
sovereign nation, such as the development 
of productive forces. Chávez did initiate a 
politicisation of the pueblo, which became 
actively engaged. Chávez’s era politicised the 
Venezuelan people and that is, in part, one of 
the keys to our people’s resilience today. With 
Chávez, there was an important leap in under-
standing that US imperialism, its European 
allies, and the national oligarchical forces 
aligned with international capital are our fun-
damental enemies.

va: How does the PCV analyse the 
Bolivarian government’s direction in recent 
years?

OF: Some celebrate Nicolas Maduro’s 
leadership – he has defeated coups d’état, won 
elections, and resisted the onslaught of imperi-
alism – whereas others criticise his pro-capital-
ist solutions to the crisis: privatisations, cuts in 
social spending, elimination of workers’ rights, 
and so on.

Since early 2019, as an outcome of the 
PCV’s XVII Plenary, our position has been 
that the policies pushed forth by Maduro’s gov-
ernment are liberal ones, and this means that 
the weight of the crisis is borne by the poor-
est. This was ratifi ed in our XIV Plenary just a 
couple of months ago.

As I mentioned before, at the root of the 
crisis is the model of accumulation – that, com-
bined with the imperialist aggression. But we 
believe that liberal [economic] policies are not 
going to bring us out of the crisis.

va: Within the party, there is an ongo-
ing debate about the precise characterisation 
of the government’s economic tendency. Is it 
neo-liberal?

OF: The answer to that is still pending, but 
we believe that the measures that have been 
implemented privilege capitalist investment, 
national and particularly foreign. In that sense, 
we have witnessed a deregulation in the sphere 
of labour, and a spectacular fall in the price of 
the labour force, large-scale layoffs, reforms, 
etc.

All this is done, as I mentioned, with one 
aim: encouraging investment. That, however, 
is not going to happen for one very simple 
reason: foreign investment only comes to 
Venezuela when the price of oil is high, and it 
comes here with the sole objective of directly 
profi ting from the wealth generated by oil 
sales.

Capitalists have never developed this coun-
try, they have never invested a penny. And 
now that the oil prices are low, all that we can 
expect them to do is to come here to profi t from 
our gold, coltan [columbite-tantalites], and the 
other strategic minerals that are found in our 
territory.

So instead of liberalising [the economy] 
and seeking foreign investment, which will 
not work, Maduro’s government should focus 

on attending to the needs of the people with 
social programs, while looking for a revolu-
tionary way out of the crisis of the capitalist 
rentier model.

We are against the route of class-concili-
ation, which privileges and gives advantages 
to foreign investment. All this is particularly 
problematic when that route is wrapped up in a 
socialist discourse that has no connection with 
reality…

We believe that that socialist discourse 
hurts the masses because it distorts our real-
ity. Tragically, many are rejecting socialism 
because they identify what is happening now 
with the project, and others take it to mean that 
socialism demands a great level of sacrifi ce.

Of course, it is true that socialism demands 
sacrifi ce. Socialism requires a great deal of sac-
rifi ce because it confronts the forces of capital, 
but socialism is not only that, it’s also about 
building something new, and that perspective 
is nowhere to be found in the present.

In addition to addressing the people’s 
urgent needs, which is something that the gov-
ernment must do, we also argue for the cen-
trality of the working class and the role of the 
campesinos and the communards in the solu-
tion to the crisis. Should we attempt to come 
out of the current crisis together with transna-
tional capital? Should we let the bureaucratic 
perspective prevail? Or is the path out of the 
current crisis in the hands of those who pro-
duce with their hands? We cast our lot with the 
latter.

Now, one could ask, given our conditions, 
isn’t it necessary to pursue some alliances with 
sectors of capital? Yes. We are not infl exible. 
We understand that the state has no resources 
to jump start production, so some concessions 
must be made. Venezuela has to look for allies, 
but seeking alliances with transnationals is not 
the way to go. They will not bring investment 
and will bring foreign interests along.

Instead, Venezuela should seek investment 
from sectors that accept that we have a process 
of national liberation and that the construction 
of an autonomous and independent model is 
one of our key goals.

In any case, the role of the working class, 
the role of campesinos, the role of communards 
must be brought into play, not in merely dis-
cursive terms but with real participation in the 
process of recovery of the productive appara-
tus. That is why we have to build a broad anti-
imperialist alliance, with all sectors, including 
the government of President Nicolas Maduro. 
All those committed to social change should be 
brought on board, including the patriotic capi-
talist sector.

After all, we are in the midst of an inter-
imperialist dispute between world powers. 
This confrontation is, actually, at the core of 
the aggression against Venezuela. The world 
powers don’t want us to establish alliances 
with China, Russia, and India, because those 
alliances are key to breaking with our depend-
ent situation. We have to move in the direction 
of those alliances, and we have to, in paral-
lel, build the union of Latin American and 
Caribbean countries, which is the only means 
to weaken imperialism’s chains.

There has recently been dialogue between 
the government and some sectors of the oppo-
sition. These talks took place without the 
participation of any Chavista organisations, 

except the PSUV (United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela). Additionally, and according to 
your party’s own statements, the PSUV has 
broken the PSUV-PCV Unity Agreement to 
Confront Crisis of Venezuelan Capitalism 
(February 26, 2018), which was the basis for 
the PCV’s support of Nicolas Maduro’s 2018 
candidacy.

va: Do you consider the PSUV to be capa-
ble of listening to the popular movement and 
Chavista left?

OF: The PSUV is not listening to the 
diverse voices, which includes other patriotic 
and revolutionary forces. There is one simple 
reason for that: for those of us on the left, it 
is very diffi cult to separate ourselves from the 
alliance with the government and the PSUV, 
because we have one common enemy – our 
main enemy – which is US imperialism, its 
European allies, and the internal right-wing.

Given this fact, the government and the 
PSUV think they do not need to discuss any-
thing with us. They act unilaterally. It is a seri-
ous mistake, since construction benefi ts from 
collective participation. The working class, 
the campesinos, and the communards, we all 
have analyses and proposals that can help bring 
Venezuela out of the crisis.

It could be that the government or the 
PSUV don’t share the views or proposals that 
come from the popular camp. Within the PSUV 
there are different ideological currents, includ-
ing social democrats, social Christians, and 
even liberals. However, the political leader-
ship should understand that we are in a diverse 
alliance (“unity within diversity”), and this 
requires spaces of collective construction.

Additionally, the contradictions that arise 
should not be understood as a problem. Much 
the opposite, contradiction can be constructive. 
The problem is not that there may be contradic-
tions inside the movement; the problem is how 
we deal with them! If contradictions are dealt 
with badly, that can produce ruptures, and in a 
moment like ours, fractures weaken our col-
lective project.

Since the PSUV understands that we will 
not ally ourselves with the right or with imperi-
alism, they close spaces for common construc-
tion. They act in an arrogant manner that (even 
if it doesn’t lead to rupture) produces confron-
tations. That is what is happening now.

In our most recent Plenary session, we 
developed the slogan “confront, separate, and 
accumulate forces to advance towards the con-
struction of the working class, campesino, 
communal, and popular force” [“confrontar, 
deslindar y acumular fuerzas para avan-
zar en la construcción de una fuerza obrera, 
campesina, comunera y popular”]. The idea is 
to move toward an ample anti-imperialist alli-
ance to confront and defeat the external aggres-
sion while also confronting internal reformist 
and submissive currents which, with a false 
revolutionary discourse, are developing alli-
ances that go against the process of national 
liberation and whose perspective is the oppo-
site of the socialist one.

va: And what is the PCV’s approach to the 
recent dialogues?

OF: The most recent dialogues have led 
to an agreement with one sector of the opposi-
tion. We believe that [the idea of dialoguing] 
was correct, and these dialogues are important 
because they show the world that the ultra-right 

Oscar Figuera is secretary-general of the Venezuelan Communist Party (henceforth 
PCV or Communist Party). As a 17-year-old metal worker in Aragua state, he began 
union organising with the Venezuelan Workers’ Unitary Central (CUTV, the PCV’s 
union). In 1986 he became Secretary-General of the PCV union. Figuera was elected 
to Venezuela’s National Assembly for the period 2016 to 2020. In this exclusive 
interview, Figuera presents his party’s case for how Venezuela should attempt to 
overcome its economic and social crisis.
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in Venezuela

opposition is not the only one in our country. 
However, that agreement was built without the 
participation of other sectors [of Chávismo]. 
That has led to a situation that isn’t easy to 
navigate.

One of the agreements was that representa-
tives of the Patriotic Pole would be incorpo-
rated into the National Assembly. However, the 
Communist Party has decided to not incorpo-
rate itself into that organ. [Our reasons are:] 
fi rst, that an explanation hasn’t been given to 
us as to what the tactic would be in that space, 
and, second, that the National Assembly con-
tinues to be in contempt [of the law], and it is 
the key tool of imperialist aggression in our 
country.

The National Assembly is a body that does 
not recognise other public powers, including 
Maduro’s presidency, and our participation 
there would lead to creating more confusion 
among the people. Our presence would legiti-
mate a tool that is in the service of counter-
revolutionary conspiracy.

When faced with this dilemma, we decided 
to not incorporate ourselves into the National 
Assembly, although this is an issue still on the 
table and it will be debated soon in the XV 
Plenary [session of our party]. Frankly, our 
understanding is that the National Constitutive 
Assembly should have taken forceful action 

when Juan Guaido, who is the president of the 
National Assembly, proclaimed himself presi-
dent. The National Assembly is part of a con-
spiracy and should be dissolved.

Now, if the PSUV were to explain to us 
that there is a route to overcome the conspira-
tive character of the National Assembly, them 
we might well reincorporate ourselves to the 
space, following an internal debate.

va: There have been new forms of pro-
test in recent years: protests that do not seek 
regime change, but rather solutions to concrete 
demands in the face of serious problems. These 
range from people protesting for gas and water 
to campesinos demanding justice and protec-
tion from landowners. How do you understand 
this new phenomenon?

OF: Emanating from the popular and patri-
otic movement and from those sectors commit-
ted to transforming Venezuelan society, there 
is a growing tendency to stage legitimate pro-
tests. These protests no longer come from the 
right, but rather from the popular revolutionary 
movement, from the force that has come to be 
known as Chávismo. They put forth demands 
but also proposals that have to do with labour 
policies, agrarian, and campesino policies, and 
so on. These protests share one concern: the 
course of the Bolivarian Process and the living 
conditions of the people.

The Communist Party believes that it is 
important to bring together legitimate griev-
ances, to create a nation-wide front that will 
stand fi rm when faced with imperialism but 
will also confront the government’s promotion 
of liberal policies.

That is our aim in promoting the National 
Struggle Front of the Working Class [Frente 
Nacional de Lucha de la Clase Trabajadora]. 
This front is not an appendix of the Communist 
Party. We are just one factor inside it. There 
are Trotskyist sectors there, and there are sec-
tors from the PSUV’s bases. Actually, they are 
the majority.

We are also promoting the work of 
the Nicomedes Abreu Campesino Current 
[Corriente Campesina Clasista Nicomedes 
Abreu], trying to work with diverse commu-
nal actors, among them El Maizal Commune 
and other communes that have truly important 
work but are not under PCV leadership. We 
believe that we have to come together in a bloc 
with these communal organisations, because 
they are instances of self-government that 
question the bureaucratic conception of power.

va: Finally, in the face of the imperialist 
aggressions and the drifting of the government 
toward “reformist” or even “liberal” position, 
what is the role of internationalist solidarity 
with the Bolivarian Process?

OF: The Communist Party has a line of 
work toward fostering solidarity, and we do 
this with thorough presentation of what is 
going on here when we travel abroad. To the 
forces of the left, to the communist parties and 
other organisations, we do not hide the contra-
dictions that we are facing – the complexities 
of the process and the tendencies that confront 
one another – but we always make it clear that 
our main enemy is imperialism. We struggle 
inside the process, but when faced with imperi-
alism, we are unifi ed and disciplined. Thus, we 
explain [the complexities of what is going on 
inside], but we also demand solidarity.

If US imperialism, its European allies, 
and the continental right put their hands on 
Venezuela, the situation will resemble the 
one at the end of the 1980s with the fall of the 
Soviet Union and the East bloc. That was a 
very hard blow to revolutionary forces world-
wide. Even though the problems we face here 
are huge, Venezuela continues to be a fl ag-
ship in the anti-imperialist struggle. We need 
a Venezuela that can hold its ground, while we 
struggle within.
Venezuelanalysis.com 

rialist dispute between world powers. 
re of the aggression against Venezuela. 
sh alliances with China, Russia, and India, 
eaking with our dependent situation.
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Brutal repression of 
trade union demonstrations
More than 30 people have been 
injured as police opened fi re on 
demonstrators during a public 
sector strike action in Eswatini 
(former Swaziland). The General 
Secretary of the National Public 
Service and Allied Workers Union 
(NAPSAWU), shot with live 
ammunition, was among those 
injured. The violence comes amid 
a broader pattern of curtailment 
of democratic freedoms in the 
country. Trade unions represent-
ing civil servants are preparing 
for “a major offensive” even as 
court hearings will soon com-
mence on a government plea 
against their strike which began 
on September 23.

On September 25, two days 
after the strike began, the govern-
ment unleashed its police forces 
against a demonstration in the capi-
tal city of Mbabane, injuring at least 
15 civil servants with rubber bullets. 
However, the workers refused to 
be cowed down and soon, work at 
the revenue collection department, 
the central transport administra-
tion, immigration offi ces and other 

government departments was seri-
ously affected.

Government-controlled news-
papers carried editorials insinuat-
ing that the demand for pay rise was 
only a cover for an agitation whose 
primary motive was regime change 
– a criminal offense to be dealt 
under Suppression of Terrorism Act. 
This claim was dismissed outright 
by the unions.

On October 2, 17 demonstra-
tors were injured when riot police 
attacked a demonstration of thou-
sands of striking civil servants in 
Swaziland’s commercial hub of 
Manzini. The police fi red live bul-
lets, tear gas and rubber bullets at 
the protesters.

“One of the workers was so 
badly injured after her hand was 
pierced by a rubber bullet that there 
are fears that she may be disabled,” 
the People’s United Democratic 
Movement (PUDEMO), which is 
banned by Swaziland’s monarchical 
government for its pro-democracy 
activism, said in a statement.

The strike was called by the 
Public Servants Associations 

(PSAs) which comprises the 
NAPSAWU, the Swaziland 
National Association of Teachers 
(SNAT) and the Swaziland National 
Association of Government 
Accounting Personnel (SNAGAP) 
among others. The SNAT has 
a membership of 14,000 of the 
roughly 15,000 teachers employed 
in government schools and colleges 
while the SNAGAP counts as its 
members 500 of the roughly 800 
government accountants.

While the Swaziland Nurses 
Association (SNA) is also a part of 
the PSAs, its members were prohib-
ited from participating in the strike 
action on the grounds that their pro-
fession is categorized under “essen-
tial services”.

The unions are demanding a pay 
rise of 7.85 percent to compensate 
for the loss of real earnings due to 
rising prices since 2016, which was 
when the last rise was paid. The 
government has made a counter-
offer of 3 percent for the year 2020-
21, provided the condition of the 
economy improves and the PSAs 
call off the strike.

The strike was originally sched-
uled to begin on January 27, but 
was interdicted after the govern-
ment claimed in court that the 
motives behind the industrial action 
were political.

After a six months-long hear-
ing, the court, in its verdict in 
July, declared that the demands 
behind the strike action are “legiti-
mate” and not of a “purely political 
nature.” It gave a go-ahead for the 
unions to fi le fresh strike notices.

Having moved to court again 
on October 1, the attorney general 
reportedly argued this time that 
the strike was against the “national 
interest” and damaged the economy. 
In his application to the court, the 
labour minister cited the violent 
clashes in which civil servants were 
injured by police fi ring as one of 
the reasons for the government to 
demand an interdiction.

Eswatini is among the worst 
countries in respect for labour 
rights.

It is a common practice for 
police in plain clothes to merge with 
the workers in their demonstrations 

and provoke clashes, which is then 
used by the police as an excuse to 
shoot and by the government to get 
the court to interdict strikes.

As per Section 89 of the 
Industrial Relations Act of 
Swaziland – which is among the 
worst ranked countries in respect 
for labour rights – when the labour 
minister makes such an applica-
tion, “the strike action stops [fi rst, 
and] the merits of his case are heard 
thereafter,” he explained.

Accordingly, the court has 
admitted the government’s case. 
The hearing began on October 17. 
Granting an interim interdict to the 
government, the court, whose top 
jurists are also appointed by the 
king, prohibited the unions from 
continuing strike action until it 
decides on the fi nal verdict.

Calling on its members to 
report back to work on October 4, 
the PSAs said: “Our comrades are 
requested to [temporarily] retreat”, 
as the leadership is “planning for 
another major offensive.” 

Russia to salvage US mess
Finian Cunningham

It’s going to be a precarious balancing act, 
but only one nation can possibly help bring 
stability to the chaos unleashed in Syria 
by US President Donald Trump. That’s 
Russia. Reports of a deal brokered over 
the weekend by Russia between Syrian 
government forces and Kurdish militia are 
a prelude to a wider effort by Moscow to 
achieve full peace in the war-torn country. 
That constructive role played by Russia is 
no doubt due to the mutual respect it holds 
among warring sides.

The deal brokered by Russia will allow 
the Syrian Arab Army to take over control of 
northern border areas with Turkey which were 
formerly under the control of the Kurds. Since 
Trump threw the Kurds under the bus last week 
and effectively green-lighted the incursion into 
Syria by Turkish forces, the Kurds have had 
to subsequently align with the Syrian govern-
ment. Russia was crucial to facilitating the new 
alliance.

With the Kurdish areas returning to the 
control of the central government in Damascus 
– after fi ve years of US-backed Kurdish occu-
pation – that arrangement of a fully integrated 
Syrian territory is not just legally proper. It also 
could placate Turkey’s long-held demands for 
security regarding Kurdish militants, whom 
Ankara accuses of being “terrorists” trying to 
destabilise Turkey.

Russia and Iran have in recent days both 
warned Turkey to respect Syria’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. With the Russian-
backed Syrian army on the border facing Turk 
forces, it is a fair bet that Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan will think twice about 
escalating the incursion. Having had the 
Kurdish autonomous area dismantled and 
under control of Damascus again, the Turkish 
leader should feel assured to back off from fur-
ther military action. Again, we may reasonably 
surmise that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has quietly, but fi rmly, told Erdogan to calm 
down. Perhaps Putin is the only person whom 
the bullish Erdogan will heed at this point.

One thing is apparent though. The US 
and its European allies are more than ever 
exposed as a hopeless bunch of losers whose 
criminal meddling and mischief in Syria, and 
more widely across the Middle East, leave 
them without a shred of credibility to resolve 
confl ict.

“This is a monumental failure on behalf of 
the United States”, commented Aaron Stein of 

the US-based Foreign Policy Research Institute 
think-tank.

Stein added that “it would be the Syrian 
government or Russia, not American sanctions, 
that could stop the Turkish operation ... The 
only thing that will stop them is if the [Syrian] 
regime or the Russians move in signifi cant 
numbers to where they stop.”

Washington and its European allies have 
created the entire bloody mess in Syria with 
their criminal, covert war for regime change 
against Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
since the war on that country erupted in March 
2011 – with as many as 600,000 dead. The 
Americans and other NATO powers have 
secretly weaponised jihadist terror gangs for 
their regime-change plot – an intrigue which 
failed because of Russia’s military interven-
tion from the end of 2015 in order to defend 
the Syrian nation.

The US and its NATO cronies also used 
Kurdish militants as proxies to break up Syria’s 
territorial unity. Offi cially, Western govern-
ments and media claim that the Kurds fought 
a war against jihadist terrorism. That may 
be partly true in the murky world of running 

anti-government insurgents. But, primarily, 
the Kurds were used by Washington to annex 
Syrian territory, especially the oil-rich and 
water-abundant north-eastern regions. In doing 
that, however, the Americans antagonised 
Turkey by mobilising the Kurds and affording 
them a de facto state within the Syrian state.

Trump’s sell-out of the Kurds last week 
by withdrawing American special forces in 
the region aligned with them has unleashed 
the mayhem and violence seen over several 
days. Trying to claw back some credibility, the 
Trump administration is now moving to heap 
tough economic sanctions on Ankara to “wreck 
the Turkish economy”.

European states have also clamoured with 
condemnation of Turkey for its military opera-
tions against the Kurds, which have resulted 
in many civilian deaths and tens of thousands 
of terror-stricken refugees fl eeing from the 
violence.

Germany, France, Netherlands, Norway 
and others have announced suspension of arms 
exports to Turkey.

This is an incredible debacle. NATO mem-
bers are bickering with and sanctioning fellow 

NATO member Turkey. There are even reports 
of Turkish artillery shelling positions near 
American special forces to cut them off from 
their former Kurdish ally.

Meanwhile, Turkey’s Erdogan has basi-
cally told Washington and the Europeans 
to shove their sermonising and hypocrisy. 
Washington has no moral authority whatsoever 
to unravel the mess it has engendered in Syria.

Russia can salvage the disastrous situation 
because it has earned respect from all sides due 
to its principled and powerful military deploy-
ment in Syria. Moscow will want to avoid 
delving in too deeply whereby it ends up in a 
war with Turkey on Syria’s border. However, 
Russia has the right balance between respect, 
diplomatic intelligence and power to salvage 
the morass made by America and its NATO 
cronies.

If peace can be settled between Syria and 
Turkey and Syria’s territorial integrity restored, 
then Russia stands to emerge with newfound 
status in the Middle East as an honest broker 
and neighbour – unlike the dogs of war barking 
in Washington and European capitals.
Information Clearing House 

A child holds a fl ag as Kurds protest near the Turkish Embassy in Athens October 9. (Photo: Louisa Gouliamaki)
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Al Neal

“The questions is: How many more deaths 
before they accept our proposals?” said 
Ambet Yuson, general secretary of the 
Building and Workers’ International Union 
(BWI), following a meeting with offi cials of 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games organising 
committee, the Tokyo Metropolitan govern-
ment, and the Japan Sport Council.

Yuson continued, saying the BWI has doc-
umented four deaths directly linked to work 
on Olympic venues and is currently trying to 
verify a fi fth.

The October 3 meeting held by the 
BWI and offi cials ended with an ultimatum: 
Olympic organisers have until the end of the 
month to agree to outside health and safety 
inspections on all construction sites. The union 
is also asking to put in place a formal grievance 
procedure to formally resolve worker issues 
and concerns.

For years, the international union has 
been critical of unfair labour practices taking 
place at venues for next year’s Olympics – 
issues including health and safety, treatment 
of migrant workers, the use of subcontractors, 
and poverty wages.

While the deaths of migrant workers 
have been reported at venues for the upcom-
ing International Federation of Football 
Association’s (FIFA) 2020 World Cup in Qatar, 
it has been largely overlooked in Japan – cur-
rently facing a shrinking population and a reli-
ance on foreign labour in some sectors.

Back in February, BWI and its counter-
part in Japan, Zenkensoren, visited Olympic 
construction sites, holding several meetings 
and interviews with workers to verify “alarm-
ing concerns” related to working conditions 
reported in 2018.

The unions found: (1) Almost half of the 
workers consulted did not have formal employ-
ment contracts; (2) Dangerous patterns of over-
work: workers on the Olympic Village reported 

working 28 days in a row, while workers at the 
New National Stadium reported working up to 
26 days in a row; (3) Workers were made to 
purchase their protective equipment; (4) And 
when complaints were fi led regarding poorly-
lit work areas resulting in worker injury, the 
lighting was removed, and the complaint dis-
missed because it had been brought up by the 
union instead of the individual worker.

Currently, the Japan Sport Council, a gov-
ernment body, is building the $1.5 billion 
National Stadium, and the Olympic Village 
is being built by the Tokyo Metropolitan 
Government. About 20 offi cials of all three 
governing bodies were in attendance, along 
with representatives from the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC).

In a statement, the organising committee 
said it concluded “there was no violation of 
any laws. If their (BWI’s) understanding of this 
issue differed from ours, we asked them to pro-
vide objective and reliable proof of the points 
alleged in their report.”

A typical management response found in 
all workplaces and sectors: “Our internal inves-
tigation, which we performed, found we did 
nothing wrong.”

Yuson said the BWI was prepared to take 
their requests to the IOC: “We have to approach 
the IOC because the IOC is also responsible for 
this. They are the chief organiser.”

“I think they (Tokyo offi cials) were sur-
prised with our proposals,” Yuson said. “I think 
they were surprised by the gravity of the situ-
ation. ... I think they are in denial that there is 
a problem.”

Yuson explained the BWI has previously 
arranged construction site inspections at the 
Olympics and soccer World Cups, starting with 
the 2010 World Cup in South Africa.

He continued, saying Tokyo organisers and 
the government bodies argued that contractors 
or subcontractors were responsible for solv-
ing the labour issues. Yuson’s reply: “It’s your 
name. It’s your image that is on the line here.”

Yuson said BWI has interviewed more 
than 50 Japanese and migrant workers, gain-
ing access through local unions in Japan, but 
many of the workers interviewed fear they 
would lose their jobs by meeting with union 
representatives.

Offi cials might want to consider the com-
plaints given Japan’s chronic problem of death 
by overwork, known as “karoshi.” The work 
culture in Japan is so intense that workers 
coined the phrase back in the 1970s; it typi-
cally involves workers committing suicide or 
suffering from heart failure or stroke due to 
long work hours.

The most recent death attributed to karoshi 
was announced in October 2017 when 31-year-
old journalist Miwa Sado died suddenly. She 

had logged in over 159 hours of overtime in 
one month at the news network NHK before 
dying of heart failure.

“BWI wants this Olympics to be an 
Olympics for all of Japan,” Yuson said. “Not 
only for business, not only for young people, 
not only for the citizens; it’s also an Olympics 
for the workers.”

Tokyo is projecting total costs of about 
$7.5 billion in the wake of its winning bid to 
host the games in 2013.

A report released last year by the national 
government’s Board of Audit said Japan is 
likely to spend $25 billion overall to prepare 
for the games.
People’s World 

International

Turkish army and 
militia forces 
surround Kurdish towns

Address to 
fascists

Steve Sweeney

Scores of Kurdish civilians, 
including children, were killed 
and injured as Turkish forces 
and their jihadist allies closed in 
on the towns of Tel Abyad and 
Serekaniye in northern Syria.

NATO’s second-largest army 
began its invasion after launching 
airstrikes across the Syrian border. 
Troops fl ooded into the largely 
Kurdish region east of the Euphrates 
as Operation Peace Spring begun.

But Turkish soldiers met with 
strong resistance from the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), and its 
initial push was repelled. But late 
yesterday afternoon, jihadists from 
the so-called Free Syrian Army 
(FSA) – also known as the Syrian 
National Army – had surrounded 
two border towns held by Kurdish 
forces – Tel Abyad and Serekaniye.

Civilians feared a massacre 
after the invading forces took con-
trol of the surrounding villages 
before encircling the towns, cutting 
them off.

SDF commander Amed Amude 
claimed that Kurdish forces had 
downed Turkish drones and 
destroyed fi ve tanks as he pledged 

resistance would continue. “We do 
not attack anyone without reason. 
Even if all of the forces attack us, 
we will defi nitely win because we 
are the true owners of these lands 
and we defend our people,” he said.

SDF spokesman Diyar Ahmed 
said: “Since four o’clock this morn-
ing, the occupying Turkish army 
has been continuing its attacks on 
the city,” explaining they came 
from three sides. “There are heavy 
attacks on Serekaniye.”

Turkish planes have been strik-
ing from the air. At the same time, 
their weapons haven’t stopped. 
They aren’t stopping fi ring on the 
village, and civilians have been 
wounded and killed.”

Hundreds of civilians have 
joined the resistance in Serekaniye, 
vowing to die as martyrs rather than 
leave their land.

Serekaniye local Merwan Xelo 
said: “Erdoğan is a dictator and ter-
rorist. He is the father of terror. He 
wants to invade our lands and build 
a state of mercenaries. However, we 
will never leave our lands.”

Sezai Temelli, co-chair of 
Turkey’s opposition Peoples’ 
Democratic Party (HDP), called 
for the UN and international 

community to take action to pre-
vent Turkey’s “racist, expansionist” 
war. While many have spoken out 
against Turkey’s war, no meaningful 
action has been taken and President 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan continues to 
act with impunity.

“If action is not taken, we will 
be trapped in a darkness created by 
those who want to exercise power 
without compassion, power without 
political ethics, and power with-
out understanding,” Temelli told an 
Ankara press conference.

A statement from the 
Communist Party of Turkey (TKP), 
also an opponent of the Erdoğan 
government, said that the presi-
dent’s justifi cation of the invasion 
of Syrian territory as an attempt to 
return displaced Syrians to their 
homes is “nothing but a grand 
hypocrisy.” Rather than Kurdish 
forces or the Syrian government, the 
TKP said the greatest security threat 
in the region was “NATO, the US, 
and the imperialist forces ... who 
insist on collaborating with them.”

The TKP declared that peace 
in Syria and the region could only 
be established when all foreign and 
occupation forces withdraw.
Morning Star 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Oleksiy 
Honcharuk has faced a backlash 
after speaking at a neo-Nazi event 
in Kiev last weekend with footage 
shared by far-right organisation 
C14. Honcharuk was appointed 
Prime Minister by President 
Volodymyr Zelensky at the end 
of August and was seen on stage 
standing with the banners of the 
band Sokyra Peruna behind him.

The heavy metal band were 
headliners at a “Veterans Strong” 
party, held to commemorate the 
nation’s “patriots and armed forces.” 
Sokyra Peruna’s songs include 
“Heroes of My Race” and “Glory 
to Skinheads of the Great Rus” and 
their music includes anthems to 
Ukrainian nationalism with lyrics 
littered with Nazi references.

One of the fi rst to share foot-
age of Honcharuk’s speech on social 
media was Evgen Karas, the leader 

of C14. The neo-Nazi group was 
responsible for violent attacks on 
Roma camps last year in which a 
man was stabbed to death and sev-
eral others injured.

Fascists from the Svoboda 
party entered the Ukrainian govern-
ment following a 2014 EU-backed 
coup known as the Euromaidan. 
Following this, the Communist 
Party of Ukraine was banned and it 
became illegal to display commu-
nist banners or symbols. Praising the 
government or policies of the Soviet 
era is also outlawed.

Internationally, the Zelensky-
Honcharuk government is embroiled 
in the Donald Trump impeachment 
inquiry in the United States. It was 
Trump’s July phone call soliciting 
election interference from Zelensky 
that led Democrats to initiate 
impeachment investigations.
Morning Star 

Tokyo Olympics

Death by overwork
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Betrayal

When the Middle East was carved up by 
the various imperial powers, the Kurds 
were one of the large ethnic groups who 
were denied statehood and their homeland 
was divided between Turkey, Iraq, Syria, 
and Iran. Despite promises and treaties, 
the Kurdish people have constantly been 
let down and betrayed by big colonial coun-
tries and suffered harshly because of it.

Now once again after being a staunch ally 
of the West and other nations and the most 
effective fi ghting force in battling and defeat-
ing ISIS, the Kurds are abandoned by the US 
to face a Turkish military onslaught of north-
ern Syria.

Despite the mainly Kurdish group, the 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) bearing the 
brunt of combating ISIS and liberating the 
region from their brutal control at the great 
cost of 11,000 fi ghters dead and over 21,000 
wounded, Kurds and other peoples beginning 
to reconstruct their lives and villages are again 

to suffer more terrible war with a Turkish army 
invasion.

The results of this US decision and the 
renewed warfare will be many more thousands 
of people, mostly civilians killed; hundreds of 
thousands more people displaced and becom-
ing refugees and the destruction of further 
towns and villages.

ISIS will defi nitely take advantage of this 
confl ict and chaos to regroup and reignite its 
own cruel terror campaign. This also opens 
the very real fear that in the ensuing turmoil 
thousands of ISIS fi ghters held in Kurdish jails 
will escape to once again re-join their strug-
gle. Many thousands of Kurds, Arabs and other 
civilians were killed by ISIS when they took 
control of the area last time.

The entire world owes a great deal to the 
SDF and Kurdish resistance. They should not 
be forgotten or deserted. This tragic loom-
ing disaster can only be prevented if enough 
people, organisations and governments in the 
international community act and take a stand, 
speak out and protest forcefully to defend and 
support the Kurdish people and demand Turkey 
stop its invasion and withdraw from northern 
Syria.

Helping the Kurds and other peoples of 
the region is not only the compassionate, right 
and just thing to do, but is in the interests of 
and for the good of all peoples. Allowing the 
re-emergence of ISIS would be another huge 
catastrophe for the Middle East, the whole 
wider region and entire humanity. The welfare, 
safety and security of so many people are at 
grave stake.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Autonomy and academic 
freedoms

The NTEU has expressed concerns about 
the allegations made in the ABC’s 4 Corners 
program on October 14 and has called on uni-
versities to review all existing arrangements 
with external partners and sponsors of research 
to ensure that the principles of academic integ-
rity and intellectual freedom are protected.

Any external partner/sponsor agreements 
that universities enter into must preserve insti-
tutional autonomy and academic freedom 
rights of staff and students. This applies as 
much to state-based agreements as it does with 
private and industry partnerships.

The best way of preserving these rights is 
to ensure academic control is maintained over 
the research and teaching, and that there is 
transparency of processes and decision-mak-
ing. It is also vital that the institution’s social 
and ethical responsibilities are safeguarded.

The NTEU has proposed a number of core 
provisions to safeguard academic freedom and 
institutional autonomy in research, teaching 
and publication, and service, and is calling on 
the sector to look at ways to adopt these.

These provisions, proposed by the union, 
are the basis for a conversation in the sector 
over how we can safeguard the commitment 
made by our universities to free and open 
exchange of ideas and discoveries, while also 
protecting against real, potential or perceived 

confl icts of interest, which compromise aca-
demic integrity.

Central to this is the need to ensure that 
university staff play a central role in decisions 
regarding the initiation, development, imple-
mentation, monitoring and assessment of exter-
nal agreements.

The NTEU is also deeply concerned at alle-
gations that research undertaken in Australian 
universities has been used in breach of human 
rights.

We therefore call upon all universities to 
undertake a rigorous ethical screening of all 
external partner arrangements and sponsor-
ships, with particular regard to international 
human rights considerations. This ethical 
screening should apply to both the conduct of 
research and to consideration of safeguards 
against the possible misuse of research.

Universities must properly address the 
media allegations linking the perpetration of 
human rights abuses to the work of Australian 
university researchers, with research collabora-
tions with external partners.

Put simply, in addition to research integrity, 
academic freedom, and university independ-
ence, Australian universities and researchers 
must also be guided by the principle of public 
responsibility. The NTEU’s proposed provi-
sions are intended to start a conversation in the 
sector that will see this happen.

Dr Alison Barnes
NTEU President
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The National Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party of Ireland (CPI) at its 
regular meeting in late September dis-
cussed and evaluated both the national and 
the international situation.

There are growing signs of a deepening 
global economic slowdown. The system may 
be facing into a new recession, with a combi-
nation of the slowdown in manufacturing and 
a growing level of personal, state and corpo-
rate debt.

Workers need to learn from the last global 
crisis, which resulted in a massive attack on 
their living standards and savage cuts in public 
and social spending – a sly and underhand 
way of making workers pay for the crisis of 
the system. If the workers’ movement does not 
prepare to defend itself, then workers will face 
further attacks and once again will pay a heavy 
price in job losses and cuts in wages and living 
standards.

The government of the United States, 
working on behalf of American monopoly 
capitalism, continues in its policy of shoring 
up US global economic hegemony. This has 
resulted in its increased use of tariffs and in 
trade wars and sanctions against a growing 
number of states that it sees as a threat to its 
global hegemony.

The imperialists’ use of war and threats of 
war against a growing number of states has the 
potential to spiral out of control with the con-
stant exacerbation of tension across the globe, 
resulting in another potential massive loss of 
life. The party notes the continuing war by 
the imperialist proxy state of Saudi Arabia in 
Yemen, and the continued violence and repres-
sion infl icted on the Palestinian people by 
Israel.

The party calls for the stepping up of soli-
darity by the Irish labour movement and other 
progressive forces with socialist Cuba and the 
people of Venezuela, who continue to be in the 
front line, facing a continuous blockade and 
the imposition of new sanctions by the United 
States, its allies, and its client states.

We welcome the mass strike by tens of 
thousands of students and workers around the 
country and the millions across the globe over 
the growing environmental crisis. It is also 
clear that all the ideological tools of imperi-
alism are now being employed to shape and 
determine the outcome of these mobilisations 
and to prevent them becoming a force against 
the true cause of the environmental crisis: the 
capitalist system itself.

Under pressure, the political establishment 

is pretending to take the situation seriously, 
announcing half measures with long time 
scales that do not meet the urgency that are 
needed. They wish to peddle the illusion and 
the lie that there is some new “green capital-
ism” that can save our planet. This is a ruse to 
divert the people’s attention away from chal-
lenging the system itself.

While we welcome the mass mobilisation 
as a necessary fi rst step, the workers’ move-
ment needs to take the lead and bring its anti-
capitalist understanding into the heart of the 
debate. What needs to be done is to bring a 
class understanding of the system and the eco-
nomic forces involved to these new, emerging 
young activists.

There can be no lasting or permanent solu-
tion to this growing environmental crisis within 
the system that has created it: monopoly capi-
talism. While individual changes in life style 
play a role, they are ultimately not, and cannot 
be, the solution. It is only through a fundamen-
tal, radical economic transformation to social-
ist planning and the rational use of the limited 
global resources that we can begin to slow up 
and reverse the impending catastrophe.

We need to target institutions, corpora-
tions and states that are guilty of preventing or 
weakening the urgent measures that are needed 
to confront climate change.

Brexit continues to cause division and 
uncertainty both within the ruling class in the 
British state and throughout the EU as well as 
causing consternation within the Irish ruling 
class and their subservience to the interests 
of the EU and global capital, whose interests 
they serve. This subservient role is in their 
own class interests, driving them to pursue 
those class interests, as do all comprador ruling 
classes.

The CPI again reiterates its opposition to 
any physical EU or British state border across 
our country. Ireland’s border with Britain 
should be down the Irish Sea, giving expres-
sion to a united, sovereign state outside the 
European Union.

The British political establishment, both 
Conservative and Labour, continues to fracture 
in its efforts to respond to the crisis created by 
the decision to leave the EU. It continues to 
struggle to protect and secure the interests of 
the ruling class.

Unionism is also experiencing tensions 
and contradictions from its attempts to grapple 
with economic pressures now building, brought 
about by the need to sustain the all-Ireland 
economic market. The Irish labour movement 

must respect the decision of the peoples within 
the British state to leave, and we must act in 
solidarity with them.

This poses challenges to communists and 
other progressive forces concerning how we 
advance our national-democratic demand. In 
the event of a border poll the CPI will support 
the unifi cation of the country and will advo-
cate a new and democratic constitution. We 
will continue to advocate and struggle for an 
advance towards a socialist, workers’ republic.

The CPI expresses its solidarity with all 
workers now engaged in struggle to advance 
their interests and to protect their jobs, includ-
ing the shipyard workers, school secretaries, 
and Tesco workers.

The CPI calls for a maximum turn-out 
for the March for Choice on September 28 in 
Dublin and stresses the need to build upon the 

successes this movement has garnered through-
out the country.

It again reiterates its solidarity and support 
for the Freedom Walk by the two American 
peace activists from the organisation Veterans 
for Peace who have been prevented from 
returning home through the confi scation of 
their passports by the Irish state. This hap-
pened after they were arrested, charged and 
imprisoned for taking part in a peaceful protest 
against the use of Shannon Airport by the US 
war machine.

We do not doubt that their treatment by the 
Irish government is in conjunction and collu-
sion with the Trump regime. This is an out-
rage and in clear opposition to the long-held 
policy of neutrality supported by the people of 
Ireland.
September 2019 

Who will pay for the crisis?

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
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In the 2016 presidential election 
immigration was a hot button 
issue. Then-presidential candidate 
Donald Trump made the so-called 
“crisis” of undocumented people 
coming into the United States 
a cornerstone of his campaign 
strategy. With slogans such as 
“build the wall” and by creating 
a narrative that undocumented 
immigrants were stealing jobs and 
driving down wages of American 
citizens, Trump entered the White 
House fuelling anti-immigrant 
hate and disdain.

The new Netfl ix documentary 
series, Living Undocumented, aims 
to debunk the myths around immi-
gration and humanise the image of 
the faceless nondescript immigrant 
boogeyman Trump has created. It’s 
an engrossing series with heart-
breaking stakes and no neat happy 
endings that will implore viewers to 
think more critically about immigra-
tion reform.

Co-directed by Aaron Saidman 
(Leah Remini: Scientology and the 
Aftermath) and Anna Chai who also 
executive produced with Selena 
Gomez (13 Reasons Why), Mandy 
Teefey, Eli Holzman (American 
Idol), and Sean O’Grady. The 
series follows the journey of eight 
undocumented immigrant families 
living in the United States. Living 
Undocumented was produced by the 
Industrial Media-owned production 
company, The Intellectual Property 
Corporation.

The six-episode fi rst season fol-
lows eight families from a variety of 
immigrant backgrounds, showcasing 
the pressures and constant fear faced 
by the undocumented in the United 
States. Interwoven throughout the 
personal family stories is testimony 
from immigration advocates, experts, 
and professionals who speak to the 
broader political context of immigra-
tion reform.

Each episode is 45 to 50 minutes 
full of information, story, and heart. 
It’s not a happy watch necessarily, 
but an important program giving 
a voice to certain sectors of immi-
grants not always covered in the 
mainstream media narrative.

The series does well to put the 
current state of immigration reform 
in a larger historical timeline. 

Although much of the focus is on 
Trump’s current tactics, such as the 
zero-tolerance policy, and his dan-
gerous rhetoric, the program makes 
clear from the fi rst episode that these 
issues did not begin with Trump 
alone.

In 1996 the then-President Bill 
Clinton signed into law the harsh-
est immigration bill the nation had 
seen in decades. Clinton’s Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act (IIRIA) was a 
bundle of provisions that increased 
penalties on immigrants who had 
violated US law in some way. These 
penalties applied to both unauthor-
ised immigrants who violated immi-
gration laws and legal immigrants 
who had committed other crimes. 
The law also made it nearly impossi-
ble for undocumented immigrants to 
receive cancellation of deportation. 
The effects of this law still linger 
over immigration reform today. The 
series points this out with clips of 
Clinton’s speech on immigration.

It also goes a step further in 
pointing out how under the Obama 
administration many immigrants 
were deported as well.

Data shows that Barack Obama 
deported more people than any pres-
ident in the nation’s history. Living 

Undocumented asserts that during 
Obama’s presidency he directed 
US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) to focus on crim-
inals, not families – a direction the 
series notes that Trump has done 
away with. By presenting a larger 
timeline the program shows that 
responsibility for anti-immigrant 
sentiment doesn’t lie solely with 
Trump and the Republicans.

Another highlight of the series 
is how it corrects some of the major 
myths and false narratives surround-
ing those that come to the United 
States without citizenship. Although 
Trump has often presented a story 
that undocumented immigrants 
are usually violent male Mexican 
and Latin American gang members 
fl ooding Mexico’s border for years, 
in reality immigration was low up 
until 2019, and many coming into 
the US are women and children from 
various places seeking asylum from 
violence and danger in their often 
war-torn countries.

The series shows that the Mexico 
“border crisis” that the Trump 
administration tries to play up is an 
oversimplifi cation of immigration 
in the nation. Trump campaigned on 
the idea of a border crisis that simply 
just didn’t exist.

Living Undocumented also 
shows the “why” of immigration, or 
rather what has made many families 
fl ee to the United States. Mainstream 
media attention often is given to 
what happens to some immigrants 
once they arrive, but little attention is 
given to the political conditions that 
drive them to the United States in 
the fi rst place. Living Undocumented 
explores this in a number of epi-
sodes while shedding light on certain 
immigrants that aren’t usually talked 
about in the media.

One particular story that view-
ers should pay attention to is that 
of Awa. Awa is a young woman and 
US citizen whose father is being 
detained by ICE. Awa’s parents hail 
from the African country Mauritania.

The Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania has a history and present 
fi lled with violence, ethnic discord, 
and slavery. Slavery in Mauritania 
wasn’t outlawed until 1981, owning 
a slave wasn’t made illegal until 
2007, and yet modern-day slav-
ery is known to still exist there 
today. In the 1980s Arab nation-
alism resulted in the expulsion of 
nearly 70,000 sub-Saharan African 
Mauritanians. Awa’s father is one of 
the many victims of this expulsion. 
Many Mauritanians have worked 

and lived in the United States for 
decades without incident. The series 
points out that under Trump they 
are now some of the main targets of 
ICE detainment and deportations. 
Awa and her father Amadou’s story, 
and others like them, are the types 
of stories you’re unlikely to get an 
in-depth picture of outside of this 
series.

Living Undocumented humanises 
a topic that has been made a faceless 
political point. In that regard, it may 
convince some who question why 
undocumented people can’t come 
into the country “the right way.” It 
reveals the harsh reality and road-
blocks faced by those seeking citi-
zenship “legally.” The second task 
it accomplishes is that it gives those 
who advocate for immigrants new 
facts, fi gures, and talking points that 
they may not have had before.

It’s an important program to 
watch, especially as the nation 
marches towards the 2020 presiden-
tial election with immigration reform 
sure to be a main topic. The series 
doesn’t have a neat happy ending, 
but it’s clearly imploring its view-
ers, who are potential voters, to try 
to fi ght for one.
People’s World 

Living Undocumented 
debunks Trump’s 
immigrant boogeyman myth
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The Australian Medical Association (AMA) 
and the Australian Nursing and Midwifery 
Federation (ANMF) have jointly called on 
the federal government to act now to guar-
antee quality and safety in aged care, and 
not wait until the conclusion of the Royal 
Commission in late 2020 to deliver much-
needed new funding and reforms.

The Royal Commission into Aged Care 
Quality and Safety has already identifi ed seri-
ous and dangerous shortcomings in the system, 
and more concerns will surface before the 
Commission delivers its fi nal recommenda-
tions in November 2020.

The AMA and the ANMF fully support 
the work of the Royal Commission, but older 
Australians in aged care, and their families and 
loved ones, cannot wait another year for gov-
ernment action to fi x aged care.

The AMA and the ANMF want the gov-
ernment to take urgent measures to improve 
the situation in aged care, and bring comfort 
and confi dence to our parents and grandparents 
who have given so much to their families and 
the communities throughout their lives.

The government can make immediate and 
effective improvement to aged care, especially 
with ensuring a safe and quality skills mix of 
medical, nursing, and care staff, by providing:
• mandatory minimum staff-to-resident ratios, 

including ensuring suffi cient skilled nurses 
in residential aged care facilities (RACFs);

• increased GP aged care Medicare rebates 
for patients to facilitate enhanced medical 
practitioner care of aged care residents; and

• expanded home care investment to allow 
more older people stay longer in their own 
homes and relieve pressure on residential 
aged care services.

AMA president, Dr Tony Bartone, said that 
older Australians have the right to live in dig-
nity and have safe and appropriate aged care 
services provided to them.

“We have to put care back into aged care,” 
Dr Bartone said.

“Older Australians deserve to have the 
same opportunity to have the best quality of 
life as everyone else, and the same access to 
high quality medical and nursing care they 
have enjoyed throughout their long and pro-
ductive lives.

“Standards of care for our elderly should 
not be compromised through restriction of 
resources or the budget bottom line.

“The government cannot stand by and 
watch aged care providers continue to provide 
poor quality care because they are deemed ‘too 
big to fail’. Ignoring the health and care needs 
of older Australians will lead to an increase in 
avoidable hospitalisations and excessive costs 
to the health system.

“The aged care system urgently needs a 
safe and quality skills mix of medical, nursing, 
and care staff. The increased presence of doc-
tors as part of the care team is vital. The gov-
ernment must act now,” Dr Bartone said

ANMF federal secretary, Annie Butler, said 
that older Australians deserve affordable, high-
quality aged care services, with timely access 
to a range of appropriate health professionals, 
and in residential facilities, with care delivered 
by the right numbers of professionally trained 
nurses and care staff.

“They do not deserve the pain and suffer-
ing too many are currently experiencing nor 
do they deserve to continue to be ignored by 
their country’s government, which is meant to 
ensure their safety,” Butler said.

“The often-horrifi c evidence presented to 
the Royal Commission and stories revealed 
in recent ABC Four Corners and other media 
programs are simply confi rming what ANMF 
members have known for many years and are 
reporting to us with increasing despair.

“Underpinning so many of the problems 
that are being exposed across the aged care 
sector is systemic, chronic understaffi ng, lead-
ing to unacceptable instances of neglect, abuse, 
and too many preventable deaths.

“We can’t wait for the Morrison govern-
ment to act on recommendations of the Royal 
Commission to stop the suffering of our eld-
erly; we simply cannot allow the government 
to continue to sit idly on the sidelines and 
watch the extent of this suffering unfold.

“There is no need to wait, the government 
can start taking action now.

“We need more nurses and more doctors in 
aged care. Legislated minimum staff ratios in 
nursing homes are needed urgently. Registered 
nurses must be available 24 hours a day, and 
there must be enough well-trained care workers 
to support the delivery of quality care.

“General practitioners must be supported 
to attend nursing homes to ensure quality medi-
cal care for elderly Australians.

“We also need to guarantee that tax-
payer-funded subsidies received by aged care 

providers go directly to the provision of care 
to ensure safe and best practice care for every 
elderly Australian living in nursing homes.

“The government can start on this immedi-
ately by requiring aged care providers to pub-
lish the staffi ng ratios in their facilities and to 
transparently report on their use of publicly-
funded subsidies. The government can then 
determine where additional funding is needed 
and ensure that it is provided.

“While a range of actions and improve-
ments are needed to improve the safety and 
quality of care across Australia’s aged care 
sector, it is certain that safe, quality care cannot 
be guaranteed without mandated minimum safe 
staffi ng levels,” Ms Butler said.

Summary of reforms 
proposed by the AMA 
and the ANMF
General funding increase

An increase in funding for aged care and 
increased transparency in the use of funding. 
Insuffi cient funding is the reason behind quali-
fi ed staff shortages. A lack of registered nurses 
means that medication mistakes are made. 
Insuffi cient funding is why the food is terri-
ble. Insuffi cient funding is why facilities aren’t 
purpose-built.

Staff-to-resident ratios
Minimum mandatory staff-to-resident 

ratios, which refl ect the level of care need of 
older people, should be introduced in RACFs

Registered nurses should be available on-
site, 24 hours a day in RACFs to ensure older 
peoples’ medical needs are adequately met, 
including the appropriate administration of 

medicines. That way unnecessary hospitalisa-
tions, unnecessary transfers and extended hos-
pital stays would be avoided.

GP Medicare rebates
But we can’t just regulate our way out of 

this. We need to invest our way out as well.
We need to increase the number of GPs 

working in aged care. The number of GPs will-
ing to work in the aged care space has been 
reducing due to low Medicare rebates and the 
declining proportion of registered nurses in 
aged care.

Medicare rebates need to increase in excess 
of 50 per cent to begin to adequately compen-
sate for the additional time and complexity 
involved in comparison to a GP attendance in 
their own consulting rooms.

Home care packages
Government needs to increase the funding 

for home care packages (HCPs), most impor-
tantly for Level 4 packages. We know that 
many older people prefer to age in their own 
homes or community. For this reason, ensuring 
access to primary, home and community care 
should be a priority.

As of June 2019, there were 119,524 older 
people waiting for their assessed home care 
package.

The Royal Commission into Aged Care 
Quality and Safety reported that 16,000 people 
died waiting for a home care package. Waiting 
times are more than 12 months. This is not 
good enough.

A greater availability of home care pack-
ages will defer and prevent the need for more 
complex care in RACFs and hospitals.

If the government really wanted to do 
something, they would invest in HCPs and lit-
erally save money, while improving the situa-
tion for ageing Australians. 
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Put care back into aged care

Older Australians in aged care, and their families 
and loved ones, cannot wait another year for 

government action to fix aged care.


