
The Syrian army are moving into Syria’s 
North to face off with Turkish aggression 
as the Syrian Democratic Forces SDF 
agree to accede control of Northern Syria 
to national forces. On Wednesday October 
9, Turkey launched a military operation 
against the borderlands of Syria threat-
ening the Kurdish SDF and Arab and 
Assyrian citizens in the region, raising 
prospects of a bloodbath and further insta-
bility across the Middle East region and 
beyond. The recent attacks on oil tankers 
had already infl amed a tense situation. 

Turkey’s military operations are a gross 
violation of Syria’s sovereignty, independence, 
unity, territorial integrity and international law.

The attack followed on the heels of an 
announcement by the US that it was withdraw-
ing its military from the area, in effect giving 
the green light for the invasion. The US pulled 
out of their previous backing of the SDF leav-
ing the Kurdish forces with no choice but to 
negotiate a full handover of control of Northern 
Syria to the Syrian Army and an agreement to 
subsume themselves into the national forces.

The decision by the Kurds to relinquish 
control of the oil-rich lands of the Syrian 
North was met in Hasakah with celebration in 
the streets by citizenry of the region. Syrian 
activist and journalist Laith Marouf character-
ised the move as “one of the happiest days for 
Syrians in eight years.”

Following the US’s notice that it was with-
drawing, Trump tweeted that he would “totally 
destroy and obliterate” Turkey’s economy 
if it “does anything that I, in my great and 
unmatched wisdom, consider to be off-lim-
its.” So far, this has proven to be hollow rhet-
oric, with the US refusing to even condemn 
Turkey’s actions.

The number of US forces involved was 
relatively small (50-100), but by waiting until 
the US pulled back, Turkey avoided attacking 
another NATO ally. Turkey is the second larg-
est military force by numbers in NATO.

Hundreds of thousands of Syrians have 
already lost their lives and millions have been 
displaced over the past eight years of war. 
Along with CIA-backed Al Qaeda militias, the 
US lead the war on Syria, claiming to be fi ght-
ing IS terrorists. The US has been involved in 
the bombing of Syria and also funded the train-
ing by Turkey of Jihadist forces and mercenar-
ies in its attempt to overthrow Syria’s popularly 
elected government led by Bashar al-Assad.

UN failure to agree
The UN Security Council held a closed-

door emergency meeting on Thursday October 
10, but failed to reach agreement on a state-
ment condemning Turkey’s illegal operations 
in Syria. The meeting was called at the request 
of the body’s European members – Germany, 
France, the UK, Belgium, and Poland, all of 
which had expressed alarm at Turkey’s move. 

“Renewed armed hostilities in the north-
east will further undermine the stability of the 
whole region, exacerbate civilian suffering 
and provoke further displacements,” they said 
in a statement read by Germany’s deputy UN 

ambassador, Jürgen Schulz. Before the meet-
ing, he said Turkey’s military actions “threaten 
to unleash a catastrophe.”

Norway, a NATO ally of Turkey, said it 
would suspend all arms exports to that coun-
try. French President Emmanuel Macron 
said Turkey would bear responsibility if the 
Islamic State re-establishes a caliphate in 
Syria. However, these condemnations are a 
clear opportunistic move given that all of these 
countries have acted as covert coalition forces 
against Syria during the course of war and 
never condemned the actions of Turkish and 
CIA-trained Al Qaeda militias against the pop-
ulous Arab and Assyrian regions of the country.

Russia insisted that the “illegal military 
presence” of other nations be addressed in any 
document and refused to sign off on a weaker 
statement presented by the Europeans. It is one 
of fi ve countries with the power of veto on the 
Security Council.

Erdogan warned the European nations: “If 
you try to label this operation as an invasion 
... we will open the gates and send 3.6 million 
refugees your way.”

Securing its borders
Erdogan used the pretext that the offensive, 

with its misnamed “Operation Peace Spring”, 
was necessary to defend its borders.

To do this, it has set out to clear the areas 
occupied by Kurds, either by genocide or by 
forcing people to fl ee for their safety. Many of 
the thousands of people fl eeing have previously 
been displaced in earlier fi ghting.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu said that Turkish troops plan to 
advance into Syria’s territory to a depth of 
32 kilometres for 480 kilometres along the 

border. However, there are reports that they 
have already penetrated to a distance of 50 
kilometres.

The expressed goal of Turkey’s offen-
sive, which began with airstrikes, is to remove 
Kurdish forces from the border area and create 
a “safe zone” to relocate millions of Syrian ref-
ugees who have been living in Turkey, some 
for years.

Meanwhile, many Arab and Assyrian refu-
gees have been created to establish the, per-
ceived by many in the region as colonial, 
project to control and sell the resources of 
Syria’s oil-rich regions in the North by both 
Kurdish Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and 
various Turkish-backed Jihadist militias.

The SDF are especially seen by many in 
the region as allowing for the sale of Syrian 
sovereignty after they allowed for the estab-
lishment of a US base on Syrian soil in return 
for weapons and funding in early 2016, even 
after receiving weapons and air support to fi ght 
IS from the Syrian government since the begin-
ning of the war.

The Syrian government expresses confi -
dence that it could win back control of all of 
its territory. While the US does not openly 
acknowledge this, it is now quietly transfer-
ring IS fi ghters to Afghanistan.

Peace can only be achieved through a 
negotiated political process and a prerequi-
site for peace is the withdrawal of all foreign 
forces. The people of Syria must be allowed to 
determine their own future.

Islam on ascendency
Turkey has wider ambitions extending 

across the Muslim world.
In May, Malaysia, Turkey and Pakistan’s 

foreign ministers – Datuk Saifuddin Abdullah, 
Mevlut Cavusoglu and Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
– held a trilateral meeting at the sidelines of 
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
Council of Foreign Ministers in Jeddah. They 
talked in terms of strengthening the Muslim 
world with a Muslim renaissance and relieving 
the “Muslim Ummah” from being subjected 
by others.

Then in July there were further talks in 
which Malaysian leader Mahathir Mohamad 
proposed a tripartite alliance with Pakistan and 
Turkey to speak for the global Muslim com-
munity. At the time he was on an offi cial visit 
to Turkey.

“If you look at the past, Turkey was the 
saviour of the Muslim community in those 
days, but for reasons that few are able to under-
stand we now have no Muslim country to stand 
up and protect us, but that doesn’t mean that 
this should be forever,” Mahathir told a press 
conference.

The arch-reactionary Erdogan’s vision of 
heading a 21st century “Ottoman Empire” if 
pushed for will create greater global instabil-
ity and feed hatred of religious minorities such 
as Shia, Armenians, Arameans and Assyrians.

The reactionary strongman Erdogan has 
his sights on expanding Turkey’s infl uence and 
Malaysia provides a gateway into Asia.

Maximum pressure is now needed on 
Australian politicians to take a strong stand 
against Turkey’s invasion of Syria. Peace can 
only be achieved through political means and 
that includes the departure of foreign forces 
from Syria’s territory. Syria’s independence, 
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity must 
be respected. 
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Phase-out fossil fuels 
with a just transition 
to renewable energies 

The 2019 federal election was widely billed as “the climate 
change election.” The urgency of the climate crisis has become so 
widely known that outright denial ceases to be a viable political 
strategy. Instead, even the Coalition has seen the need to offer a 
small something of a remedial plan. However, they were able to 
leverage the new dichotomy between more action and less action 
(rather than no action), and portray less action as a sensible bal-
ance between this issue and others, particularly jobs.

More recently, ALP frontbencher Joel Fitzgibbon has proposed 
that his party should abandon its goal of forty-fi ve percent emis-
sions reduction by 2030 and instead adopt the Coalition’s target 
of 26-28 percent, arguing that while the debate between the vastly 
different reduction targets has gone on, no reduction whatsoever 
has been achieved. If a deal – in his words, a “sensible settle-
ment” – is made now, action can be taken, and once voters are 
satisfi ed that emissions reductions have not had negative economic 
consequences, a more aggressive policy will be politically viable.

Last Wednesday Fitzgibbon said: “If we could get to twenty-
eight percent by 2030, and also demonstrate that we could do so 
without destroying blue-collar jobs or damaging the economy, 
then we would have a great foundation from which to argue the 
case for being more ambitious on the road to 2050.”

Response from the rest of his party has so far been muted. 
But the possibility of such a proposal is a result of a widely held 
attitude in the Labor Party as to the failure of their election cam-
paign – that many of their policies, especially climate policies, 
were “too” progressive, “too” ambitious. This view upholds the 
same logic as the view promoted by the Coalition that too much 
progress necessarily entails a trade-off with other concerns. This 
belies the true underlying problem: a failure to grasp and explain 
to the people a deeper program of systemic change that could 
overcome these trade-offs.

The phase-out of fossil fuels must be carried out with a just 
transition to renewable energies, with guaranteed jobs for workers 
in the industries made obsolete. This will take a great deal of state 
investment and planning, and the new fi rms to be established 
should be state-owned. The role of state ownership and planning 
in the major undertaking of replacing our entire energy produc-
tion is pivotal (even the Liberals understand this, with projects 
such as the state-owned-for-now Snowy 2.0 hydroelectric plant). 
Yet neither party is ideologically capable of explaining this to 
voters, with the result that workers perceive in such a transition 
an inherent threat, that is really the threat of the anarchy of the 
free market.

The same voices calling Labor’s existing policy “too progres-
sive” would no doubt consider this even more “extreme”; yet the 
key difference is that this policy would leave no ambiguity around 
workers’ questions about their livelihood, both in the short and 
long terms. If it were successfully carried out under a particular 
party’s leadership, it would also leave no ambiguity around that 
party’s commitment to its principles, a concern the ALP seems 
increasingly unable to perceive.

The climate crisis is the sort of issue bourgeois democracy is 
unable to solve in a timely fashion or at all: a matter of all-or-
nothing commitment and action. Both the Coalition and a section 
of Labor view all issues as political bargaining chips of varied 
fl exibility.

In an egregious example, in August, without any offi cial public 
announcement, the Queensland state Labor government abolished 
native title over the Wangan and Jagalingou peoples’ land, to be 
granted as freehold property to Adani.

Issues like indigenous land rights and the climate change emer-
gency require a fi rm outlook and action to solve, with the outlook 
a prerequisite for action. These struggles require leadership and 
deep contact with the people. The climate strikes show the people 
are beginning to rise to the challenge en masse; all that’s needed 
now is real political leadership.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
The oppressed are allowed once every few years to decide 
which particular representatives of the oppressing class are 
to represent and repress them in parliament.

MarxMarx

”“

Wharfi es fi ght 
for job security
A four-hour stop work meeting of wharfi es from 
across the three Newcastle stevedoring companies 
has unanimously resolved to campaign to protect 
their jobs and right to work in the Port of Newcastle.

The mass meeting of Newcastle wharfi es resolved:
• To fi ght against the Port of Newcastle plans to 

employ its own workforce which would effectively 
be a fourth stevedoring operator and undermine the 
work and available hours in the port for existing 
stevedoring companies and workers;

• For all wharfi es from all companies to refuse to 
unload the new crane which if used as proposed will 
destroy wharfi es jobs;

• To secure a union port compact for all port 
development including the K2 Crane and future 
container terminal construction and operation; and

• The meeting also resolved to engage with other 
unions and the community to tackle the issues 
affecting workers in the Port of Newcastle and stood 
in solidarity with Port of Newcastle workers currently 
in bargaining.

Maritime Union of Australia Newcastle branch sec-
retary Glen Williams said workers would now take their 
unifi ed demands directly to the management of the Port 
of Newcastle.

“Wharfi es from across the Port of Newcastle today 
stood shoulder to shoulder and unanimously outlined 
their demands to defend the job security of local work-
ers,” Williams said.

“This includes a decision to impose a ban on the use 
of the new crane for loading and unloading until their 
concerns are addressed.

“We are seeking to meet with Port of Newcastle man-
agement urgently to outline these demands, along with a 
proposal for a compact between the port and union cov-
ering current and future development.”

MUA assistant national secretary Warren Smith said 
workers and the MUA will join with other unions to high-
light the issues affecting workers at the privatised Port of 
Newcastle and fi ght for union jobs in a union town.

“Newcastle Wharfi es have stood up collectively and 
made clear that they stand for jobs, not corporate greed 
and irrational job destroying competition,” Smith said.

“Newcastle wharfi es have resolved to stand in sup-
port of the Stockton beach community and have always 
been community minded. These attacks on wharfi es 
jobs are attacks on the wider community which is nega-
tively impacted economically by casualisation and job 
insecurity.” 

PRESS FUND
The Russian poet Ostrovsky said: “Man’s dearest possession is 
life.” He was right, of course, but human life is now threatened as 
never before by climate change, and that’s why so many people in 
so many countries are demonstrating against government inaction. 
In Australia the government is captive to the coal companies, and 
even though we need to ramp up our carbon emission targets, 
leading ALP figures are saying Labor should lower them, to make 
them the same as the criminally inadequate Liberal/National 
Coalition’s targets! At the Guardian we’re committed to the 
struggle to replace the government with a strong, progressive 
alliance that will take the necessary action. But we really need 
your help, so please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next 
issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, 
as follows:
Donna McLaren $75, “Round Figure” $15, “Sparky” $10, 
Max Hunt $50
This week’s total: $150 Progressive total: $5,255

Politics in the Pub Perth

99th anniversary of the CPA
Wednesday 30th October, 6-8pm

43 Below Bar & Restaurant (43 Barrack Street Perth CBD)
Join us as we celebrate 99 years of the Communist Party of Australia, CPA.

Speeches and contributions by CPA members. A short fi lm on the history of the party’s weekly paper.

A good opportunity to meet your local communists and learn about the party. 

Everyone is welcome. A special cake to celebrate.

Free entry – Food and drink available from the counter. 

For more information contact 0419 812 872 or cpaperth@gmail.com

FB: www.cpa.org.au/facebook/99-years-perth

Communist Party of Australia – Melbourne

Invites you to the celebration of the momentous Great October Socialist Revolution, the event that 
for the fi rst time in history concentrated the means of production in the hands of the working class.

This year we will also celebrate the centenary of the formation of third “Communist” International 
and the 99th Anniversary of the formation of Communist Party Australia.

2 PM Sunday November 3 – Democritus – 583 High Street Northcote
$15 Food included. Drinks available

Enquiries 0414 352 542 or vicpa@netspace.net.au

The Darwin Workers’ Club gets a licence ... Again!
This Darwin Workers’ Club has been successful in their application for a special licence for service of liquor 
for members and bona fi de guests at their club rooms located at 38 Woods Street, Darwin. The licence 
was granted on October 1 and the club is currently remodelling their club rooms for a November opening. 

This licence is the second the Workers’ Club has received with the last being granted on July 12, 1946, 
during the rebuilding of Darwin following the Japanese bombing of the city.

People interested in becoming members should get in contact with the Secretary on 0439829490 or 
contact the Darwin Workers’ Club Facebook page. Fees are $5 for union members, no charge for life 

members and retired members and $10 for social membership.

Facebook: www.cpa.org.au/facebook/darwin-workers
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I will look for you when it snows. 
I will search the high slopes 
and hope to see you glide by. 
Rest in quiet peace, comrade. 

Allan Hamilton

Comrade Donna McLaren died last week 
after a long battle with cancer. She was 
born in 1944, and she and her younger 
brother Rick grew up in Helensburgh, 
a mining town south of Sydney. Donna 
was infl uenced by the deep beliefs of her 
parents, Don and Joan Hendry, who were 
both communists and were involved in the 
struggle for peace, justice and the rights of 
working people.

In 1946 Donna’s father had built the last 
shack at Era beach, a tradition that began 
before the Depression, when unemployed 
miners built shacks and lived at Era and the 
other beaches along the Illawarra escarpment.  
Donna had a life-long association with the col-
ourful Era beach community, whose members 
included miners, other workers, artists, writers, 
lawyers and even a Liberal federal MP.

After she finished high school, Donna 
did secretarial studies and met her life-long 
friend Marie, who worked with her for the 
Party many years later. In 1965 they set off for 
London with other friends, and worked there 
for two years.

But Donna and her friends then got home-
sick, and decided to return to Australia. To get 
the plane fare Donna took on four part-time 
jobs as well as her full-time job.

Back in Sydney Donna accepted an offer 
from Rick’s former workmate Peter McLaren 
to live in a little fl at in his family’s house. But 
before long they decided they should just live 
together. (The playwright Berthold Brecht said 
that people who lived in small houses often 
made decisions like that.)

In 1970 Donna and Peter were married and 
in June 1972 Donna and Peter went on sepa-
rate two-week trips to China with the Australia-
China Society.

In 1973 Donna and Peter joined the newly-
formed Socialist Party of Australia (SPA), and 
Donna resigned as secretary to the editor of the 
AMP house magazine and became secretary to 
Peter Symon, SPA General Secretary. Donna 
and Peter McLaren attended Party classes on 
dialectical and historical materialism, politi-
cal economy, journalism and public speaking. 
Donna also organised cottage study classes 
and edited Our Time, magazine of the Young 
Socialist League (YSL).

In 1976, heavily pregnant, Donna escorted 
YSL members on a tour of the Black Sea, to 
the consternation of Soviet authorities, and in 
January 1977 Donna and Peter’s son Mark was 
born.

Peter Symon, a regular visitor to their 
house at Petersham, came to regard Donna as 
his second daughter. She worked up until the 
last week before the birth and returned a few 
weeks afterwards, bringing the baby with her. 
At the Party building YSL members would 
walk up the street with the baby in a bassinette 
so she could concentrate on her work.

In 1986 Peter McLaren undertook a post-
graduate degree. However, because of other 
commitments it took three years to complete, 
and the long periods of separation and diffi cult 
work took a toll on Peter and Donna’s personal 
life.

In 1991, with great sorrow they agreed to 
part, but they exchanged the marriage for a 
deep and enduring friendship, with no animos-
ity, full agreement on property and custody, 
and a promise to help each other adjust to the 
next stage in their lives.

Donna later found the second great love 
of her life, Terry Durman, whom she had met 
years earlier. With Terry she spent more time 
on folk music, folk dancing and skiing, which 
they both loved, and they went on trips in 
Australia and overseas, including ski trips to 
Canada and the Snowy. 

And of course there were always trips to 
Era. Several years ago, with the support of 
Terry and many other people, Donna became 
involved in the struggle against NSW gov-
ernment attempts to demolish the Era shacks, 
which culminated in the preservation and 
listing of the shacks on the Register of the 
National Estate.

When Mark became seriously ill in 2013 

Donna visited Liverpool hospital every day, 
studied the background literature, pestered the 
doctors for new information and brought him 
anything he needed.

The fi rst sign of recovery came one night 
when he regained a raging appetite very 
early one morning and rang to tell her. She 
responded by somehow burgling her way into 
the hospital at 2 am to bring him hot chips and 
ice cream.

Donna acted as treasurer or secretary for 
various organisations. She was a hard worker, 
and scrupulously honest. She acted on organ-
ising committees for virtually every Sydney 
District conference and Party Congress from 
1973 to 2013. Until 10 years ago she acted as 
Sydney Central Branch treasurer, and even 
after her illness she assisted by picking up the 
Guardian from the printers when help was 
required.

In 2013 Donna was offi cially honoured for 
political work lasting nearly 40 years. A tribute 
described her as “unassuming, hard-working, 
deeply loyal, absolutely trustworthy and reli-
able ... one of the quiet, unsung heroes of the 
Party.”

Donna and Terry lived together for 27 
years, and last year they married in a beautiful, 

memorable ceremony attended by people from 
all over Australia and from Britain.

Donna loved skiing, folk music, folk danc-
ing and bright colours. She had a great sense 
of fun and fl air, and a keen sense of humour. 
During a demonstration against the Iraq war 
she starred as Uncle Sam, complete with star-
spangled top hat and waistcoat, striped trou-
sers, dark glasses and cigar.

Donna had a great ability to make friends, 
and those friendships were always long-last-
ing. She was a peace-maker, determined to 
resolve non-antagonistic contradictions within 
the Party. And she was a great host. Even when 
she was ill she would press family members, 
friends and comrades to stay for a meal, and 
many Party and YSL members enjoyed her 
hospitality during weekends at Era beach.

Donna was unswervingly loyal. Just 
before she died she sent in a contribution to the 
Guardian Press Fund. Her life was remarkable 
for her compassion and her love for family and 
friends. But above all she shared her parents’ 
deep commitment to the welfare of ordinary 
working people and to the Party. Donna will 
never be forgotten. 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, July 1988

Donna, friend and comrade

National School & Marxism 
Studies Weekend

Saturday 19th – Sunday 20th October | Brisbane
Comrades and verifi ed friends of the Communist Party are invited to attend a weekend 
study group based on Lenin’s work, The Three Sources and Component Parts of Marxism.

Sat 19th School starts 9am
Yuraba (Spotted Gum) Conference Centre, 240 Church Road, Eatons Hill 
Followed by dinner with comrades Saturday evening

Sun 20th Seminar 10am-3pm
Red Brick Hotel, 83 Annerley Road, Woolloongabba

Transport and billeting available

Contact & RSVP David Matters: 0499 476 540 or mattersd1@gmail.com
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Dr Hannah Middleton

For sixty-eight years, Australia’s 
foreign and defence policies have 
been dominated by its alliance 
with the US, expressed most vis-
ibly through the ANZUS treaty.

The US-Australia alliance has 
had near unanimous support from 
the Australian ruling class and its 
ideological representatives. It is 
seen as a cornerstone of Australian 
policy within the senior ranks of the 
defence and foreign affairs bureauc-
racies, as well as by the bulk of intel-
lectuals operating in the mainstream 
of the media and academia.

The alliance has seen Australian 
troops sent to Korea, Vietnam, the 
Persian Gulf, East Timor, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. The toll of the many 
dead and wounded, the destruction 
of infrastructure and environment, 
the expenditure of billions of dollars 
continues to mount. 

There is a vast disproportion of 
power between the parties which has 
seen Australia constantly reinforcing 
a fl imsy insurance policy, trying to 
prove over and over again its loyalty 
and dependability. 

The United States was never 
prepared to recognise Australia as an 
equal partner, but American power 
sustains a global trading and invest-
ment environment beneficial to 
Australian corporate interests.

Words used to underpin the 
treaty – “shared values”, “national 
interest”, etc – are euphemisms for 
serving the interests of the ruling 
class and corporations.

A treaty to 
make capitalism safe

The ANZUS treaty was a 
mutual defence pact signed between 
Australia, New Zealand, and the 
United States in San Francisco in 
September 1951.

Australia wanted security against 
any threat of Japanese military resur-
gence as well as assurances that the 

United States would come to its aid 
in time of troubles.

For the US, it was an alliance to 
counter the spread of communism in 
the Asia and Pacifi c region; US strat-
egists wanted to rehabilitate Japan as 
a friendly power to help contain the 
USSR and China.

For both (in 1985 a dispute over 
nuclear ship visits led the United 
States to formally suspend New 
Zealand from ANZUS) the US and 
Australia it was an alliance intended 
to ensure that capitalism fl ourished 
in the region.

For the millions of poor in Asia 
and the Pacifi c, it has meant greater 
exploitation, oppression and poverty. 
Ironically, the Marine band at the 
formal signing of the treaty played 
a popular song “I’ve Got Plenty of 
Nothing.”

What benefits?
Successive Australian govern-

ments have paid the ANZUS treaty 
insurance premium in Australian 
blood and treasure in Korea, 
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan. This has benefitted 
ruling class and corporate interests 
but has cost the Australian working 
class dearly.

Being an ally of the United 
States has allowed Australia to 
project its influence further and 
wider, especially in the Asia-Pacifi c 
region, than its size would otherwise 
warrant.

However, there is no justifi cation 
for the claim that alliance member-
ship delivers Canberra any real polit-
ical infl uence over Washington.

Alliance devotees suggest that 
ANZUS gives Australia preferential 
access to US military equipment and 
technology and allowed Australia 
to maintain a technological edge in 
its region. It also enables Australia 
to receive valuable intelligence and 
to train and exercise with US forces 
and to develop interoperability with 
them. 

All these claims ignore the 

limitations and disadvantages of 
ANZUS.

The myth of security
ANZUS does not require 

Australia to participate in military 
adventures like the illegal invasion 
of Iraq in 2003. Indeed, the parties 
agree in Article 1 to seek to resolve 
all international disputes by peaceful 
means in accordance with the United 
Nations Charter.

Nor does ANZUS require 
Australia to provide facilities to sup-
port drone attacks on countries with 
which we are not at war (Pakistan, 
Yemen and Somalia).

The ANZUS treaty requires the 
parties to “consult” in the event of 
a threat to one of them, rather than 
to automatically come to the oth-
er’s assistance. The wording of the 
treaty does not guarantee military 
intervention by the United States in 
Australia’s defence.

There is a double standard. 
Australia has regularly sent troops to 
assist the US – a country which has 
been at war every 14 months since 
the end of World War 2. The US has 
been less generous as its rejection of 
Australian requests for military aid 
during the confl icts in East Timor 
and West Papua show.

The myth of 
intelligence sharing

According to the ruling class, 
ANZUS gives Australia the ben-
efi t of US intelligence. But the US 
has a record of frequent failure. 
This includes the fi rst Soviet atomic 
bomb; the launching of Sputnik in 
1957; Fidel Castro’s victory in 1959; 
the 1973 Middle East war; India’s 
acquisition of a nuclear capability 
in 1974; the overthrow of the Shah 
of Iran in 1979; the Asian fi nancial 
crisis of 1997 and the Indian nuclear 
tests of May 1998.

The US intelligence community 
– with funding in 2001 of $US30 
billion, with at least 39 organisations 
and at least 75,000 personnel – failed 
to foresee or prevent the attacks on 

the twin towers of the World Trade 
Centre in New York.

The myth of 
military advantage

ANZUS is supposed to give 
Australia access to US-manufactured 
state-of-the-art defence equipment 
and weapons systems, allowing 
Australia “to exert policy infl uence 
that is underpinned by military 
power.” But the weapons systems 
may be some of the worst and/or 
overpriced weapons of the post-
World War II age.

In 2008, the General Accounting 
Office reviewed the Pentagon’s 
major procurement program and 
concluded that 95 major systems 
had exceeded their original budgets 
by a total of $US295 billion were 
delivered almost two years late on 
average and none had met all of 
the standards for best management 
practices during their development 
stages.

The Project for Government 
Oversight’s 2009 Federal Contractor 
Misconduct Database shows the 
top fi ve corporations with the high-
est misconduct rate were all leading 
defence contractors, led by Lockheed 
Martin, followed by Boeing, 
Northrop Grumman, General 
Dynamics, and Raytheon.

None of this fi nds a place in the 
alliance debate in Australia.

Australia 
after ANZUS

In a post-ANZUS world 
Australia would continue to host 
joint facilities like Pine Gap if the 
Americans wanted them. It would 
continue to acquire military equip-
ment from American fi rms. Australia 
and the United States would remain 
close and friendly even if ANZUS 
did not exist. Relationships associ-
ated with trade, travel, tourism and 
investment would be much the same 
whether or not there was a military 
alliance. 

China is Australia’s most 

important trading partner, provid-
ing the market for 34 percent of all 
Australian exports in 2017, com-
pared with just 5 percent going to the 
United States. 

Despite the potential economic 
cost of alienating China, Australia’s 
response has been to strengthen ties 
with the United States. A military 
build-up in the region aimed at con-
taining China, the so-called “pivot”, 
was welcomed by Australia.

The US military bases on 
Australian soil, stationing of US 
Marines in Darwin, and diplomatic 
backing for US “freedom of naviga-
tion” operations in the South China 
Sea are examples of these ties.

Alternatives
There are some steps that the 

Australian Government could take 
that would contribute to peace and 
security immediately. They include 
supporting the United Nations 
nuclear ban treaty, ending the hosting 
of US military bases on Australian 
soil, especially Pine Gap, evicting 
the US Marines in Darwin, ending 
joint military training exercises 
and breaking Australia’s enmesh-
ment in the US military machine 
through weapons purchases and 
interoperability.

No overseas deployments of 
Australian armed forces should be 
permitted unless endorsed, follow-
ing public debate, by both houses 
of Parliament and placed under the 
control of the United Nations. The 
current appallingly high levels of 
military spending should be severely 
reduced and replaced by spending 
on aid, diplomacy and countering 
environmental threats at home and 
abroad.

These are urgently needed 
and positive reforms. However 
Australian and regional peace and 
security can only be assured when 
imperialism as the source of war 
and the oppression and exploita-
tion of capitalism are replaced by 
a regional community of co-opera-
tive and mutually respectful socialist 
states. 

The US-Australia alliance 
and ANZUS

Australia

Organised by the CPA Sydney Central District

Celebrate the anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution 
and 99 years of the Communist Movement in Australia

6:30pm Saturday October 26
Greek Community Club 106-110 Lakemba Street Lakemba

Greek Buffet Dinner and a multicultural program of entertainment – Toast to the Revolution and to building a socialist future!
Tickets $30 adult and $25 Concessiion To reserve a seat or a table by 22 October: phocion@bigpond.com or 0417 049 358
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Vinnie Molina

This Bill is squarely aimed at 
putting the trade union move-
ment out of action by targeting 
its leadership, leaving workers 
defenceless and strengthening the 
hand of employers to accelerate 
the present roll-back of wages 
and conditions. It is both politi-
cal and economic in its aims and 
objectives.

Under the legislation offi cials 
and unions could be taken to court 
for such acts as attempting to negoti-
ate with employers; protecting their 
members’ wages and conditions; 
attempting to meet with their mem-
bers or recruit new members; and 
ensuring the safety of workplaces.

The bill states that the Federal 
Court must cancel the registration 
of a union on any of the following 
grounds:
• Corrupt conduct of offi cers
• Two fi ndings against the union for 

disqualifi cation of offi cers
• Multiple fi ndings against a 

substantial number of members 
of the organisation or a part of its 
membership

• Non-compliance with orders 
or injunctions or “obstructive 
unprotected” industrial action.

There is a catch-all, “not a fi t 
and proper person” clause, that can 
be used to disqualify a union offi cial. 
This includes situations where a right 
of entry permit has been revoked or 
suspended, or there have been certain 
criminal or civil fi ndings as well as 
for “any other matter the Court con-
siders relevant.”

Freedom of Association is 
being completely ignored by the 
proposed Fair Work (Registered 
Organisa t ions)  Amendment 
(Ensuring Integrity) Bill 2017 pro-
viding for sweeping powers to inter-
fere in trade union organisations and 

threatening the industrial relations 
system in Australia.

The guise of curtailing criminal 
activity is a red herring. Issues of 
criminality should be dealt with in 
criminal law, the primary purpose of 
which is to reduce crime. The State 
has and should have the power to 
investigate and prosecute perpetra-
tors of criminal activity. No special 
protections exist for trade union-
ists against the application of the 
criminal law. Further the Ensuring 
Integrity Bill will do nothing to 
improve the functioning or effi cacy 
of those laws. This legislation is 
not designed to effectively combat 
unlawful conduct. The legislation 
is clearly aimed at attacking and 
destroying workers’ organisations.

Further we are deeply concerned 
that the proposed Bill is incompatible 
with Australia’s commitments under 
the ILO’s Freedom of Association 
and Protection of the Right to 
Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 
87) and the Right to Organise and 
Collective Bargaining Convention, 
1949 (No. 98), and can only be 
harmful to workers. Australian work-
ers will be restricted from exercising 
their fundamental rights to freedom 
of association through the abusive 
interference of the state.

Of great concern is that this Bill 
does not distinguish between criminal 
fraud and minor infractions of indus-
trial laws. The Ensuring Integrity Bill 
in fact seems to encourage interfer-
ence in trade unions’ activities allow-
ing even minor instances of unlawful 
behaviour as justifi cation. It allows 
for the gravity of an offence to be 
ignored and promotes the very real 
danger that outcomes will be dispro-
portionate to any offence.

This should be taken very seri-
ously as the outcomes for an indi-
vidual may destroy their career and 
the cancellation of registration for an 

organisation punishes workers who 
have not been involved in any wrong 
doing.

Of even more concern is the fact 
that these judicial sanctions may be 
initiated by not only the State or the 
Minister but also an undefi ned class 
of interested persons – an invita-
tion to union-busters and anti-union 
forces.

The legislation blurs the liabili-
ties of trade union offi cials and the 
organisations they represent and 
work for. It permits sanctions against 
the entirety of a union’s membership 
for the acts of individual offi cers, as 
well as sanctions against individual 
offi cers for the acts of members or 
other offi cers not under their control.

This legislation spells a seri-
ous threat to trade union democracy 
giving the state regulatory power 
to interfere in union democracy; to 
determine its right to function; to 
dictate whom its members may elect; 
and even to administer the union’s 
functions.

The proposed legislation also 
invites an even greater bureaucratic 
burden on industrial relations, fur-
ther damaging labour relations in 
Australia which may have lasting 
effects on workers in this country.

Ensuring Integrity Bill authoris-
ing an unprecedented level of state 
interference and supervision over the 
democratic process and establishes 
broad categories that can be wielded 
to disqualify union offi cials depriv-
ing members of their rights to elect 
their offi cials.

The proposed disqualification 
cuts across several divisions in the 
Bill giving powers on such a broad 
range of issues as to be arbitrary 
ranging from serious crime through 
to failure to comply with the duties 
ordinarily placed on the offi cers of 
corporations to even minor aspects 
of industrial law including the 

obscure reference to ‘fi tness’. The 
potential grounds for disqualifi cation 
could include minor or technical fail-
ures, for example a late lodgement 
of a union’s fi nancial reports. Hardly 
grounds for disqualifi cation and yet 
would be allowable under the powers 
of this Bill.

This Bill subverts the demo-
cratic process and disrespects the 
principles of freedom of association. 
Most comparable states do not inter-
fere with the elections within trade 
unions and have no provisions for 
restricting who may stand for union 
election. Those rights are the reserve 
of the relevant union’s membership.

A notable exception is Brazil, 
but the provision is a legacy of the 
Vargas dictatorship in 1943. The US 
also has temporary disqualifi cation 
provisions but only when serious 
crime or fraud are involved.

Article 3 of ILO Convention No. 
87 states clearly that: “workers’ and 
employers’ organisations shall have 
the right to [...] to elect their repre-
sentatives in full freedom ...” and 
emphasises specifically, that “the 
public authorities shall refrain from 
any interference which would restrict 
this right or impede the lawful exer-
cise thereof ”.

The Communist Party of 
Australia calls on the Senate to pro-
tect the interests of the Australian 
workers to be able to form organi-
sations that represent their interests 
and have control over those organi-
sations and the right to Freedom of 

Association. Workers must be able to 
participate to freely elect their trade 
union offi cials without interference 
from the State. Members should be 
able to hold individuals to account 
under the union’s own rules.

Conduct connected with trade 
union activities should not provide 
grounds for disqualifi cation or dereg-
istration. The system of criminal law 
should be used for any fraud or any 
serious criminal offences. There is 
no justifi cation for trade union offi -
cials to be treated differently from 
any other citizen.

Further, there should be no legis-
lation allowed that permits collective 
punishment of trade union mem-
bers by curtailing their fundamental 
rights. Unions are democratic organi-
sations and attacking them hurts all 
working people. This law will under-
mine workplace safety, increase 
wage and superannuation theft and 
make it harder for workers to get pay 
increases and be represented when 
they need help.

No conditions to registration 
should be imposed that impact on 
workers’ freedom of association 
including the right of union mem-
bers to vote for amalgamation with 
another union.

Free and independent unions are 
an essential part of a healthy democ-
racy, governments and employers 
should not interfere in the inter-
nal operations of unions. We urge 
Senators to uphold the rights of 
working people in this country. 

Australia

Re: Fair Work (Registered 
Organisations) Amendment 
(Ensuring Integrity) Bill 2017

Death by a thousands cuts
In 2014 the Australian Public Sector 
Commission (APSC) was under the direc-
tion of the infamous union buster John 
Lloyd and the government of Tony Abbott 
who acted as the Minister for the Public 
Service with the assistance of Eric Abetz. 
Was this a line-up who could put together a 
long-term plan to destroy the conditions in 
the public sector or are the current moves 
in the public sector just another action of a 
bumbling Coalition government that oper-
ates with complete disregard for workers?

Bargaining in the public sector under the 
Abbot-led Coalition was a debacle. Agency 
heads quickly fell in line with APSC directives. 
In most agencies, what resulted was a protracted 
period in which genuine bargaining was miss-
ing. The government had in its sights many of 
the conditions hard won by workers since the 
commencement of bargaining in the public 
sector and a pittance on offer that was set by the 
APSC with agencies directed they must apply.

Many agencies were involved in these far-
cical negotiations for years with workers and 
their unions using everything they could muster 
to just hold onto existing conditions with no 
improvements allowed. Workers took part in 
industrial action including a national stoppage 
and workers in many agencies rejected agree-
ments multiple times.

Eventually as workers got worn down and 
going backwards in economic terms as prices 
rose and wages stagnated, agreements one by 
one got up. With the backing of their unions 
many of the targeted conditions were held but 
many were watered down, especially condi-
tions such as the rights of union delegates in 
workplaces.

Many of the agreements made then are 
reaching their nominal expiry dates. The APSC 
and government are now encouraging a new 
approach, and many agencies are happy to 
comply.

Agencies are approaching workers sug-
gesting they have learned from the previous 
experience. They say they don’t want to delay 
giving pay rises and are promoting the APSC 
preferred method of the use of determina-
tions suggesting it as a “better” way forward. 
This ability to apply for determination is only 
available to agencies whose current enterprise 
agreement was made under the Abbott 2014 or 
2015 bargaining policy that applied to most of 
the agreements across the public sector.

Could the APSC and the Coalition govern-
ment be capable of the type of long-term plan-
ning that seems to be missing in action on other 
important issues such as the environmental 
crisis? Has the previous bargaining laid fertile 
ground for workers to accept a determination 

which is being sold as something innocuous or 
even benefi cial?

Agencies are pushing through with the plan 
and workers are being swept along often with-
out their unions having time to educate them 
on the long-range implications. For example, 
last week the CSIRO Staff Association raised 
concerns about timeframes being used after 
CSIRO emailed staff that a “survey” would 
commence within a week to collect views on 
their preference for bargaining to commence 
for a new enterprise agreement or for a deter-
mination on pay with the current enterprise 
agreement conditions continuing past the nom-
inal expiry date.

The Staff Association reported that their 
concern about the short time frame that limits 
the union’s ability to educate members about 
their choices was dismissed. Calling it a 
survey also hides its true nature. The “survey” 
is being conducted by the Australian Electoral 
Commission and the outcome will determine if 
bargaining will go ahead. Sounds more like a 
ballot with only two possible outcomes.

Many other agencies in the public sector 
have done the same with at least 25 agen-
cies already voting for determinations and the 
remaining agencies are fast lining up like ducks 
in a row.

On the surface it looks attractive; there 

is no need to bargain, conditions remain 
untouched and workers get a pay rise imme-
diately, although the pay on offer is being kept 
low at up to two per annum allowable. 

The danger of course is not immediate, but 
sets the scene for a very grim future for the 
public service which has already being gutted 
by stealth through the use of labour hire, driven 
in part by the Australian staffi ng level cap on 
the public sector but that’s another story!

It is not hard to envisage a scenario where 
the next move under conservative governments 
will be for agencies and departments (under 
the guidance of the Coalition Government and 
APSC) to make applications to the Fair Work 
Commission to terminate expired EAs. And 
with commissioners readily agreeing to do 
this now in other industries there is no reason 
to expect they would reject this in the public 
sector.

If this were to happen workers would fall 
onto their respective Awards (eg CSIRO Award 
or APS Award) which have less than half of the 
conditions of EAs and old pay scales.

Workers and their unions should now fi ght 
for their right to industry bargain and retain 
enforceable conditions in enterprise agree-
ments. If they don’t then the above could be 
their future. 
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Katharine Susannah Prichard: 
Australian communist and writer

50th anniversary 
of her death
On October 6 a series of events was held 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
the death of communist author Katharine 
Susannah Prichard (KSP, 1883–1969), 
a founder of the Communist Party of 
Australia and fi rst Australian novelist to 
achieve international renown. The venue 
was Katharine’s Place/KSP Writers 
Centre in Greenmount, outside Perth, 
acknowledged by the National Trust for 
its “long and close association with the 
important Australian literary fi gure and 
political activist”. 

Flanked by the Red Flag with hammer 
and sickle on one side and examples of 
Katharine’s prodigious literary output on the 
other, speakers paid tribute to her life and 
creativity. Nathan Hobby, who is writing her 
biography, spoke on her fi nal year, draw-
ing on her letters to her son Ric Throssell: 
“Having survived a stroke and published 
a novel in her eighties, she was still writ-
ing, still hosting visitors from around the 
world, and still keeping up her keen interest 
in world affairs” (Program). Kaleidoscope: 
The Colours of Katharine, a collection of 
poetry, fi ction and non-fi ction commemora-
tive works, in which authors address aspects 
of her life, was launched by granddaugh-
ter Karen Throssell and awards made to 
contributors. 

Dylan Hyde spoke about his new book, 
Art Was Their Weapon: the History of the 
Perth Workers’ Art Guild (Fremantle Press, 
2019), a “radical cultural and political force 
in Perth in the 30s and 40s” with innovative 
approaches to theatre and art, close to the 
CPA. “Police and intelligence offi cers kept 
close tabs on the Guild, censoring its activ-
ities and intimidating and jailing its mem-
bers.” The book highlights the lives of key 
players such as KSP (whose anti-fascist plays 
were performed), director Keith George, and 

Norwegian-born communist artist Harold 
Vike, who designed theatre sets.

Later there were poetry readings and a 
staging of Potchnagoola, a play commemorat-
ing the “unlikely but fi rm friendship between 
the aging writer and the teenaged musi-
cal prodigy, David Helfgott” written by his 
sister Louise. The KSP Choir led by Bernard 
Carney performed “Na Luve Ni Cava” (KSP’s 
Fijian name) to close the day. In the garden 
and  among the writers’ cottages, guides 
related episodes form her life, from birth in 
Fiji, joining with suffragettes in London, to 
meeting Russian emigres in Paris in 1906, 
being a founder member of the CPA in 1920, 
her momentous trip to the USSR in 1933, 
and persecution of the family by Australian 
Secret Police. They pointed out her famous 
trunk, in which she hid CPA documents in a 
hedge when she saw police horses (later cars) 
coming up Greenmount Hill.

KSP remained a steadfast communist, 
never fl inching in the face of illegality and 
attacks during both Hot and Cold Wars. 
Whilst some writers seek fortune, her fi ction 
made the working class, indigenous people 
and women foremost; her depiction of work-
ing people and indigenous women in The 
Pioneers and Coonardoo won high awards 
and international esteem. Many people beat 
a path to her home: D H Lawrence sought her 
out there, as did a CPA co-founder, William 
Earsman, a fi tter-and-turner on his way to 
represent the newly formed CPA at the Third 
Comintern meeting in 1921 in Moscow, 
where he would stay on to work in the Red 
Army during the Civil War. Ex-residents of 
the house recalled visits there by trade union-
ists paying homage to their comrade, and 
by Soviet intellectuals from visiting ships. 
Australian authors can rekindle the commit-
ted, fi ghting spirit of KSP by writing for The 
Guardian. 

Katharine Susannah 
Prichard remained a 
steadfast communist, 
never flinching in 
the face of illegality.



Guardian October 16, 2019  7Magazine

Taking Issue – Keith Headland

Another step 
for the blockade
In the September 18 issue of the Guardian 
(#1886) an article appeared that gave a com-
prehensive explanation of the Helms-Burton 
Act, the blockade, and its history.

I want to give some details as regards the 
average Cuban because living in Cuba I see the 
problems fi rsthand, and that the people are not 
prepared to accept US interference in their lives.

At a conference I attended some years ago 
one speaker said that fi nding ways around the 
blockade and actions of the USA is in some 
respects like a game of chess, and for a number 
of reasons, there is a lot of movement and fre-
quent changes in the application and effects on 
Cuba, and their methods to counter this. 

For example, the last election in Brazil 
resulted in the subsequent application of the 
blockade in trade between the two countries. 
This caused severe shortages of imported 
chicken and other food items until new markets 
were found. 

The sale of the Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia put an end to transfers of money 
between Australia and Cuba in 2014.

The imposition of the blockade on the 
movement of bulk crude oil tankers, owned 
by another country, from Venezuela to Cuba, 
has caused a shortage of petrol and diesel fuel. 
Steps are being taken to ration the available fuel 
and prolong the availability of essential serv-
ices including reducing bus and train services 
to a skeleton timetable to conserve supplies 
for emergency services, deliveries of food, and 
essential household items. Hopefully, within a 
short time another country will be able to pro-
vide this transport.

Cuba has oil deposits, but they are high in 
phosphorus, which makes them unsuitable for 
refi ning to motor fuel. However, it is used in 
boilers and for asphalt in road-making, among 
other uses. The boilers used for power gener-
ation have been converted to burn this crude 
rather than refi ned oil.

The streets are quiet with much less traffi c 
than usual, with many people walking or riding 
bicycles to work, in scenes reminiscent of the 
“Special Period” of the 90s.

Newspaper and shop deliveries are affected, 
there are many delays. Sometimes the paper 
does not arrive at all. 

Some workplaces and schools have changed 
their hours to ease the strain on the reduced 
transport service.

There are several points raised in the arti-
cle which are different from my knowledge and 
experiences.

President Diaz-Canel recently stated 
that tourism is the motive force of the Cuban 
economy. Each year more people visit Cuba, 
recently the fi gure passed three million, and it is 
expect to be near six million for the year.

The mention of 1.8 percent unemployed 
begs an explanation in how that relates in a 
socialist economy. The bottom line is that 
anyone who wants to work will be given a job. 
This fi gure includes those who simply do not 
want to work, the hustlers, and wheeler-dealers 
who make their living on the fringe of illegality 
and still receive all the benefi ts of their ration 
book, free education, and health services.

There are still problems with housing, with 
several generations sometimes sharing houses 
or apartments.

When couples separate or divorce, some 
still have to share their home with the former 
partner until an alternative becomes available, 
usually by swapping the one house or apartment 
for two smaller ones.

Many people do own their home or apart-
ment that has been handed down to them from 
previous generations. The real estate market is 
also very active, and a lot of people are now 
able to buy or sell their house or apartment 
for whatever reason. But a more common and 
easier method is to exchange, depending on 
values some cash is added when required.

Not everyone has the fi nancial means to 
buy their own home; many also live in rent-free 
apartments, some of which are buildings con-
verted into basically bed-sits, with a small bath-
room and kitchenette in one corner.

There is recognition of putting people 
before profi t, and the need to assist the people 
in a developing country. 
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Torture in Israeli detention centre

Ethnic cleansing

Steve Sweeney

Hunger striking Palestinian political pris-
oner Heba Labadi has detailed shocking 
torture at the hands of Israeli interrogators 
who told her she would “rot in prison” after 
her arrest last month. She was detained 
on August 20 as she crossed from Jordan 
to attend a wedding in the occupied West 
Bank with her mother.

Her lawyer explained that she was 
stripped naked as soon as she was arrested 
and placed in handcuffs and leg chains before 

being blindfolded and transferred to the 
Bitah-Tikva detention centre.

While there she was interrogated for 20 
hours a day for the fi rst 16 days of her deten-
tion, with only two breaks for meals. 

Israeli interrogators used “the dirti-
est words” to insult her, she explained and 
she was subjected to 35 straight days of 
“verbal, physical and psychological abuse and 
torture.”

“They also insulted Islam and Christianity 
and said that I am an extremist,” she 
said. “They told me that they had arrested 

my mother and sister and they would put me 
under renewable administrative detention for 
seven-and-a-half years and then release me 
to the West Bank and put me under 24-hour 
surveillance.”

Labadi is suspected of meeting with 
Hezbollah members during a trip to Beirut, 
which she and her family have denied.

She started a hunger strike after she was 
handed a fi ve-month administrative detention 
order, meaning she can be held indefi nitely 
without charges or trial.

According to Jerusalem-based NGO 

B’Tselem, at the end of August 413 
Palestinians were being held under adminis-
trative detention in Israeli prisons.

Authorities ordered Labadi to end her 
hunger strike, but she insisted that she will 
continue until her administrative detention 
order is cancelled.

“I will continue until the end or I shall 
die,” she said.

Jordanian authorities have demanded the 
release of Labadi and another detained citi-
zen, Abdurrahman Marei.
Morning Star 

Steve Sweeney

NATO’s second-largest army pre-
pared to roll into northern Syria 
last week with its jihadist allies 
ahead of what has been described 
as an “ethnic cleansing” operation 
against Kurds. Turkish forces had 
been prepared for a ground inva-
sion since the US withdrew troops 
from the area, despite warnings 
of a genocide and the resurgence 
of ISIS.

Turkish government spokesman 
Fahrettin Altun said: “The Turkish 
military, together with the Free 
Syrian Army, will cross the Turkish-
Syrian border shortly. “YPG mili-
tants have two options: They can 
defect or we will have to stop them 
from disrupting our counter-ISIS 

efforts.” Sources inside Turkey told 
the Star that truck-loads of machine 
guns were being sent to the border. 
It is believed that they were des-
tined for fi ghters in the FSA – an 
alliance of former al-Qaida and ISIS 
militants.

Turkey has long been accused of 
supporting jihadists both inside the 
country and in northern Syria, where 
former Isis fi ghters are heading up 
Turkish controlled battalions as part 
of its occupation of Afrin.

Shelling of Kurdish towns and 
villages across the border began 
today with footage of residents fl ee-
ing Tell Abyad area for their lives 
as Turkish forces prepared for their 
ground invasion.

Earlier this morning heavy artil-
lery was seen rumbling down a 

major road into the border town of 
Akcakale. It is known as the “Jihadi 
Highway” with the town a notori-
ous recruitment centre for global 
jihadism.

Sources told the Star that phone 
lines were cut on the Turkish side of 
the border leaving people unable to 
contact their loved ones. A group of 
doctors from the leftist union Turkish 
Medical Association have not been 
heard from for days.

They were mobilised there by 
the state around two weeks ago with 
no reason given. It is believed this 
was part of the planning of the mili-
tary invasion, with Turkey supplying 
medical support to jihadists from the 
Free Syrian Army.

Last year 11 members of its 
executive committee were detained 

on terrorism charges for speaking out 
against Turkey’s illegal invasion and 
occupation of northern Syria.

The People’s Democratic 
Party (HDP) was the only group 
in Turkey’s parliament to oppose 
Ankara’s war.

HDP MP for Ankara Filiz 
Keresrecioglu told the Star: 
“Tomorrow is the anniversary of the 
Ankara suicide bombing. This opera-
tion is paving the way for more of 
these massacres.”

At least 109 people were killed 
by jihadist bombers at a peace rally 
there four years ago. President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has been accused 
of ordering the attack by European 
intelligence reports.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said that he was “worried” 

by Turkey’s actions while European 
Commission President Jean-Claude 
Juncker called for restraint and an 
end to operations.

But HDP Ankara co-chair Zeyno 
Bayramoglu told the Star that con-
demnation was not enough and said 
world powers must do more, includ-
ing closing their airfi elds.

“There are no terrorists there. All 
the terrorists are locked up and about 
to be freed.”

As the Star went to press jihad-
ists in the al-Hol camp had overpow-
ered guards during rioting.
Morning Star 

Imperialism is 
the main source of danger 
for the Syrian people
The Turkish invasion of Syria is not only destabil-
ising the Middle East but poses new problems for 
the governments of many European Union states 
and for the EU itself.

The immediate consequence of lifting the tempo-
rary shield which the presence of this US expedition-
ary force gave to the Kurdish formations who exercise 
a measure of control in this oil-rich area is a human 
disaster.

Whether Donald Trump reached a prior agreement 
with Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip Erdogan or 
whether it is a less considered consequence of his con-
fused mind is hardly the point. The moment his words 
were uttered, a Turkish invasion was under way.

The human consequences will be disastrous for 
the people who live there. Their homes, schools, hos-
pitals and workplaces will be bombed, Turkish troops 
will occupy their territory and with them will come 
the many militias, composed in the main of Turkish 
state-sanctioned jihadists that have long acted as 
Turkey’s proxies in the area when they were not in the 
terror business on their own account.

The painfully slow and exacting process of 
national reconciliation undertaken by Syrian civil 
society in many confessional identities – and fostered 
by the Syrian government – will be hindered and the 
work of the Syrian Constitutional Commission itself 
compromised.

This will be another body blow to the sovereignty 
of the Syrian state and to the prospects of peace and 
security in the region as a whole.

As a reordering of the global balance of forces 
is under way and the long post-war period in which 
Britain’s role in Europe – in part as the guarantor that 
US interests in Europe are not threatened – is now in 
doubt, European entanglement with the projection of 
imperial power in the Middle East is now more clearly 
seen as a double-edged sword.

Endless wars have created a refugee problem of 

unprecedented dimensions. Recollect that the toxic 
twins – David Cameron and Hilary Benn – would 
have had the Royal Air Force anticipate the anniver-
sary of D-Day by bombing Syria but for the deci-
sive combination of the Stop the War Coalition and 
Labour’s then leader Ed Miliband.

Britain could easily be even more entangled in this 
minefi eld than it is.

This welcome step in detaching Britain from fur-
ther imperial involvement in the unending Middle 
East wars was not enough to stem the fl ow of refu-
gees and migrant workers seeking security and work.

There are millions of these desperate people and 
it is only the Turkish “security wall” – paid for with 
blood money from the EU’s coffers – that stands 
between them and entry into Europe.

Erdogan’s threat to open the gates is but one 
weapon in his arsenal of measures to prop up his pre-
carious regime and, moreover, one which could well 
present him with another set of problems. His risky 
balancing act between Russia and the West may not 
be a suffi cient remedy.

The US strategic aims in the region include 
detaching Erdogan from his engagement with Russia 
and the extent to which this is consistent with what 
else Trump does remains unclear.

Various Kurdish formations in Iraq, Iran and 
Syria have, at different times, depended on both US 
air cover and Israeli weapons and training and this 
dependence on unreliable imperialist allies has always 
been a strategic weakness for the different Kurdish 
national contingents.

One revealing aspect of the affair is the fact that 
Israel was not, it seems, either consulted or aware of 
the US withdrawal and this is causing alarm on both 
sides of the Atlantic.

Every day makes it clearer that the principal 
source of danger in the region is imperialism.
Morning Star 
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Bolivian President Evo Morales 
and Vice President Álvaro García 
Linera are presently campaign-
ing for their fourth term in offi ce. 
In elections set for October 
20, Morales, candidate of the 
Movement to Socialism Party 
(MAS), is polling 15 points ahead 
of ex-President Carlos Mesa of the 
Citizen Community Party. Seven 
other presidential candidates are 
competing. The odds favour a 
fi rst round victory for Morales. 
The voting will also determine the 
make-up of Bolivia’s Congress.

Elected in 2005, Morales became 
Bolivia’s fi rst Indigenous president. 
Indigenous people make up some 
50 percent of Bolivia’s population, 
according to varying estimates.

Bolivia’s socialist government 
has scored successes: improved 
lives for the previously marginal-
ized, a stable and growing economy, 
and President Morales’s leadership 
role in defending the planetary envi-
ronment. With US assistance, right 
-wing opposition forces have battled 
the socialist government since its 
inception in 2006.

Between 2005 and 2018, accord-
ing to analyst Javier Tocachier, 
extreme poverty dropped from 39 
percent to 15.2 percent, the mini-
mum monthly salary rose from $54 
to $305, mortality rates during the 
fi rst fi ve years of life fell 61 per-
cent, the infant mortality rate fell 56 
percent, and life expectancy at birth 
increased by nine years, The Gini 
index, which measures income ine-
qualities, demonstrates the greatest 
equalisation trend in Latin America.

One hundred percent of older cit-
izens receive pensions (the regional 
average is 59 percent). The govern-
ment provides direct payments to all 
pregnant women, to all families with 
infants, and to families with school-
age children – for the sake of school 
supplies and transportation.

Land reform has enabled small 
farmers to own 80 percent of till-
able land, of which 45 percent is 

held by women. The government is 
implementing a universal health care 
system; 3,000 health centres have 
been constructed.

According to one report, inter-
nal savings have increased fi vefold 
since 2005. The ratio of foreign debt 
to GDP decreased from 51.6 per-
cent in 2005 to 23.1 percent cur-
rently. Private sector earnings have 
increased almost 500 percent since 
2005. Economic stability is predi-
cated on newly-discovered hydro-
carbon reserves worth $70 billion, 
zinc and lithium exports (Bolivia 
claims 50 percent of the world’s lith-
ium reserves), ethanol production, 
a rejuvenated agricultural sector, 
and the development of wind, solar, 
and geothermal energy-producing 
capabilities.

Tocachier again: Bolivia’s eco-
nomic growth is tops in South 
America, with annual growth aver-
aging 4.9 percent between 2006 
and 2018. It’s a time frame during 
which per-capita GDP jumped from 

$1,000 to $3,580 and currency 
reserves, from $1.2 billion to $8 bil-
lion. Investment in public projects 
amounts to 11 percent of the GDP, 
tops in South America. Almost all 
debt and savings are held in national 
currency. The infl ation rate is pres-
ently one percent.

No other political leader in 
the world has been as outspoken 
in responding to climate change 
as President Morales. Speaking 
before the United Nations General 
Assembly on September 24, he 
remarked that: “Our house, Mother 
Earth, is our only home ... Each year 
is hotter than the previous one ... 
The consequences of climate change 
will condemn ... millions of people 
to poverty, hunger, no potable water, 
losing their homes, forced displace-
ment, more refugee crises and new 
armed confl icts.”

Morales further explained that, 
“The world is being controlled by a 
global oligarchy, only a handful of 
billionaires defi ne the political and 
economic destiny of humanity ... The 
underlying problem lies in the model 
of production and consumerism, in 
the ownership of natural resources 
and in the unequal distribution of 
wealth. Let’s say it very clearly: the 
root of the problem is in the capital-
ist system.”

Morales is arguing, in essence 
and with many others, that for 
the capitalist mode of production 
to exist, production must always 
expand and sales must increase. 
The process depends on unendingly 
available energy sources, currently 
hydrocarbon fuels. Credit goes to 
Bolivian voters for having installed 
a chief of state who, alone among 
his counterparts, articulates a strong 
anti-capitalist message on the world 
stage.

By no means has the Morales 
government gained a free ride. 
Accusations of authoritarianism, 
nepotism, and corruption have been 
constant. The right wing opposition, 
based primarily in Bolivia’s four 
eastern departments, has spearheaded 
agitation for Morales’s removal. Big 
farming operations and a network of 
oil and natural gas production facili-
ties constitute the region’s economic 
base. Political heavyweights there 
have toyed with separatist maneu-
vering and in 2008 their agents tried 

to assassinate Morales, with US 
complicity.

The Morales government that 
year expelled the US ambassador 
and the Drug Enforcement Agency 
and in 2013, the USAID. (Cocaine 
production plummeted after the 
DEA’s departure.) There’s been no 
US ambassador at the US Embassy 
and so this year opposition presiden-
tial candidates have had to do their 
plotting with the chargé d’affaires.

The current phase of anti-
Morales opposition began with 
a 2016 referendum vote that 
narrowly backed the Bolivian 
Constitution’s two-term limit for 
presidents. Subsequently Bolivia’s 
Constitutional Court and the 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal – each 
dominated by justices associated 
with the MAS – joined in disallow-
ing that vote. Their decisions, rely-
ing on the doctrine that national 
constitutions must give way to inter-
national legal norms, opened the 
door for a fourth term for Morales. 
Since then protesters and demon-
strations have hammered away at 
the president.

Right wing Bolivarian par-
liamentarians in April wrote to 
President Trump asking him to 
request the Organisation of American 
States to block Morales from running 
for election. That same month the US 
Senate resolved in favour of presi-
dential term limits in Bolivia.

Thugs working for opposi-
tion politicians recently attacked 
MAS election workers. Once more 
the opposition charges the govern-
ment with violating the rights of 
Indigenous peoples by inserting 
infrastructure, mining, oil, and natu-
ral gas projects into their areas. Now 
street demonstrations are giving rise 
to government and protester accu-
sations, from one to the other, of 
having started fi res in Chiquitanía, 
close to the Amazon region.

According to Hugo Moldiz, 
academician and former govern-
ment minister under Morales, “This 
strong attack by the Bolivian right 
is backed from outside the country 
by the United States and Bolivian 
politicians who are fugitives from 
justice and is part of a new strat-
egy of destabilisation.” Another 
local observer sees the likelihood 
of “rebellion and disobedience 

in response to possible electoral 
fraud.” She notes “the presence in 
Santa Cruz department of a team of 
civil and military experts headed by 
George Eli Birnbaun.”

Birnbaum has managed politi-
cal campaigns for right-wingers in 
Israel, the United States, and across 
the Balkans, Europe, and the Middle 
East. He assisted in Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán’s rise to 
power and programmed the “demon-
isation” of George Soros.

Contradictory aspects of the 
socialist government’s record 
are worth noting. First, fi nancial 
resources for social development 
derive from the sale of commodities 
– agricultural products, metals, oil, 
and natural gas. But prices on these 
may fall and so social program-
ming is on precarious footing – as 
evidenced in Venezuela. Secondly, 
environmental activists say hydro-
carbon resources ought to remain 
underground for the sake of the 
climate. President Morales, whose 
government (like Venezuela’s) relies 
on oil sales, is an environmental 
activist.

Three, the rates of Bolivian 
women being killed or physically 
abused because of their gender are 
among the highest in the region. In 
July President Morales announced 
corrective measures. And yet the 
United Nations, taking into con-
sideration the high participation of 
women in the Bolivian government, 
recognised Bolivia as “one of the 
two countries in the world that has 
achieved [gender] equality.”

It seems ultimately that the 
upcoming elections represent a 
testing of the staying power of this 
socialist government. Socialist gov-
ernments that remain took root in 
underdeveloped and previously col-
onized countries. Maybe that’s how 
things are meant to be.

Monthly Review editor John 
Bellamy Foster, interviewed in 
August, stated that, “Revolution in 
the late 20th century was mainly a 
phenomenon of the periphery. In the 
21st century, objective forces are, 
however, pointing to a planetary 
movement toward socialism, ema-
nating primarily from the periphery, 
but fl aring up out of necessity in the 
centre as well.”
People’s World 
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Voters’ concerns

Voters concerned about protections for 
local workers and sovereignty under new 
Free Trade Agreements.

Polling conducted for the ACTU shows 
that 75 - 80 percent of voters in the key seats of 
Bass, Brand, Corio, Hunter and Rankin oppose 
trade agreements such as those with Peru, 
Hong Kong and Indonesia, which allow addi-
tional work visas without fi rst testing if local 
workers can fi ll available jobs.

All the seats polled are deeply affected by 
historically high youth unemployment caused 
by the Morrison Government’s massive cuts to 
skills training and apprenticeships.

There are currently 1.4 million people on 
work visas in Australia, a high over the last 
decade, and this is expected to rise signifi cantly 
under these new agreements. 

Voters are also deeply opposed to the 
Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) 
clauses in these agreements which would give 
multinationals the power to take our govern-
ment to court if new laws in Australia reduced 
their profi ts.

The Morrison Government looks set to 
bring on a vote on the enabling legislation for 
the Peru, Hong Kong and Indonesia agree-
ments next week in Parliament.

The polling shows that more than half of 
voters were less likely to vote for a political 
candidate that supported agreements which did 
not protect local jobs through labour market 
testing and exposed the Australian Government 
to legal challenges from multinational compa-
nies through clauses.

Quotes attributable to ACTU President 
Michele O’Neil:

“Scott Morrison and Peter Dutton have 
approved far too many temporary work visas, 
there are currently 1.4million people with tem-
porary visas with work rights.

“At the same time, we have record low 
wage growth and high youth unemployment in 
regional areas.

“Now they have signed deals with 
Indonesia, Peru and Hong Kong that will allow 
even more short-term work visas, further drive 
down wages and increase exploitation.

“The Indonesian deal includes 1500 people 
coming in on training visas while we have a 
crisis in youth unemployment, close to a halv-
ing in our apprenticeship and training numbers 
and the decimation of TAFE.

“Scott Morrison has also agreed to 

allow multi-national companies to take our 
Government to court and sue us for bringing in 
laws that benefi t Australians.

“Scott Morrison has sold out Australian 
workers. The Liberals want to keep wages low. 
He always puts the demands of big business 
before Australians.”

ACTU – 
Australian Council of Trade Unions

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Rob Gowland

One of my ancestors was transported to 
Australia for the heinous crime of stealing 
a ham from the kitchen of the big house on 
the estate. He was apprehended crossing a 
fi eld with the partially consumed ham still 
in his possession. Poverty and hunger was 
not an acceptable excuse at the time – for 
the ruling class it still isn’t – and he got 
seven years transportation to Botany Bay 
with hard labour.

In Australia, he joined other victims 
of poverty and went in building roads and 
bridges for toffs to drive or ride over. These 
toffs awarded themselves huge tracts of land to 
exploit, after removing the local natives who 
had nothing else worth exploiting.

That was not the case everywhere, of 
course. For the ruling class of Europe, land was 
wealth, but so were spices, silks, and of course 
gold. In quest of these precious commodities 
they fi rst conquered their neighbours in Europe 
and then left Europe in search of new sources 
of the wealth they craved.

Before long, Spain had laid claim to the 
gold of South and Central America, its treas-
ure ships harried by rivals from Britain. In 
their turn, Britain and France fought for pos-
session of North America. Holland sought 
to control the spice islands of the East 
Indies and Russian explorers ventured from 
Muscovy across Siberia into Alaska (claim-
ing it all for the Tsar) and even established 
trading posts down the west coast of North 
America.

The wealth that fl owed into Europe at this 
time brought about a profound change in the 
ruling class: possession of land ceased to be the 
measure of wealth, replaced by possession of 
gold or money. Merchants, traders, and bank-
ers – previously despised for being “in trade” 
− now were graciously (if grudgingly) allowed 
to join the ranks of the ruling class.

The common people, however, still lived 
in poverty, a condition for which they were 
blamed (“lazy, shiftless, unmotivated, or just 
plain ignorant”). With a few notable exceptions 
the ruling class were not prepared to share any 
of their wealth with the folk who laboured 
in their mines and mills or in their counting 
houses or shops.

At the same time, the wealthy used religion 
to assure the common people that although 
possession of riches was no longer viewed as 
a sin, it was still “God’s plan” that those riches 
were not to be indiscriminately spread around 
among poor people.

As industry and commerce developed 
and became more complex, the ruling class 
required a better-educated workforce and hence 
had to pay attention to the “reformers” call-
ing for the introduction of universal education. 
However, providing education to the masses 
had an unrealised side effect: radical ideas and 

theories about the organisation of society were 
able to be popularised, to take root, and spread.

Particularly potent were theories that ques-
tioned why poverty existed at all when indus-
try and commerce generated so much wealth. 
And in the conquered “colonial” countries 
the indigenous populations began to question 
why they were being dispossessed of their 
traditional lands. The inability to go on feed-
ing your family or providing a roof over their 
heads is a powerful stimulus to thinking seri-
ously about the nature of society and possible 
ways to improve it.

Persons seeking to reform society in the 
interests of the poor and the dispossessed, how-
ever, have a major obstacle to overcome: the 
hostility of the ruling class towards the people 
who work for them. In the eyes of the ruling 
class, all workers are essentially thieves. No 
matter how meagre their wages – and employ-
ers constantly strive to keep wages low or even 
to reduce them further – every boss is con-
vinced that those wages constitute money that 
has been stolen from them.

Although common, the boss class know 
that this attitude is not popular, especially with 
those tiresome working people! So they try to 
camoufl age it or divert attention to something 
else. When logical arguments fail, a favour-
ite ploy is to play the racism card, as Donald 
Trump has been doing by denying entry into 

the “land of the free” to Mexicans and every-
one else from South and Central America.

But Trump and his supporters are not con-
tent with keeping colonial people at arm’s 
length, or outside the border fence. They want 
to crush them, and eliminate any possibility 
of the have-nots rising up and demanding not 
just a share of the wealth that their labour cre-
ated but all of it. That frightening prospect is 
called Socialism and capitalism has been fi ght-
ing furiously against since long before 1917.

South and Central America has been a par-
ticularly volatile scene of this struggle, from 
the thwarting of the Mexican Revolution of 
1915 to the crushing of Guatemala’s attempt 
to nationalise the US-owned United Fruit 
Company in the 1950s to the destruction of 
Salvador Allende’s social democratic govern-
ment in Chile and its replacement by a brutal 
fascist regime.

Elsewhere in the region, Cuba has sus-
tained its Socialist revolution despite blockade, 
sabotage and attempted intervention. Its exam-
ple has boosted the morale of all those fi ght-
ing to wrest control of their countries from the 
stultifying grip of US imperialism. In Central 
America, the patriots in Nicaragua had to con-
tend with a “civil war” sponsored (and funded) 
by the US. More recently, Hugo Chávez in 
Venezuela thrilled the whole of the continent 
with his Bolivarian Revolution, allocating oil 

revenues to meeting the people’s needs, to the 
fury of the country’s well-to-do. They thought 
they had got rid of him with a military coup (in 
which the hand of the USA was very evident) 
but Chávez was able to turn the tables on the 
plotters.

Since then, US imperialism has tried every 
possible ploy to thwart the aspirations of the 
working people of the region. In Venezuela, 
since the untimely death of Chávez, the well-
to-do have been backed by the US in a cam-
paign to overthrow Chávez’ legacy. In Brazil, a 
nationalist government with a mildly reformist 
platform was ousted in a “constitutional coup” 
brazenly similar to that which removed the 
Whitlam Labor government in Australia.

But despite US imperialism having its mil-
itary boot on the collective neck of so many 
of the people in the so-called Third World, the 
countries occupied or coveted by imperial-
ism, the aspirations of those people for free-
dom, democratic rights and – yes – Socialism, 
cannot be beaten down by clubs or guns for-
ever. Every day brings more evidence of the 
truth of the statement by Gennady Zyuganov, 
General Secretary of the Communist Party of 
the Russian Federation: “The world is turning 
to the left.” Because that is the direction the 
people of the world are determined it shall turn 
in. 
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Jenny Farrell

Rembrandt Harmenszoon van 
Rijn was one of the greatest 
Enlightenment painters. He died 
350 years ago this month, aged 63.

Rembrandt’s times
In the 13th and 14th centuries, 

the Flemish cloth trade had devel-
oped into the strongest competitor of 
Florentine cloth makers and traders, 
giving rise to a growing Dutch bour-
geoisie. Early capitalism developed 
quickly in Flanders and Brabant, 
with their trading centre of Antwerp, 
while the provinces in the French-
speaking area remained agricultural 
and dominions of the nobility.

The confl ict between the bour-
geoisie and the aristocracy became 
an expression of national interests, 
reflected in the struggle against 
Spanish domination. The bourgeoisie 
was the leading force in the national 
liberation struggle of the Dutch 
people.

Only the northern provinces of 
the Netherlands succeeded in 1648 
in freeing themselves from Spanish 
rule, giving power to the bourgeoi-
sie. Awakened national pride, love 
for the homeland as well as pride 
in bourgeois prosperity were all 
expressed in painting. Dutch artists 
painted everyday life and ordinary 
people at work.

They raised genre painting to 
the level of great art, and for the fi rst 
time in history, ordinary people were 
painted in all their diversity. Dutch 
art was fi rst to develop secular genre 
painting.

Cheerful aspects of life domi-
nated the arts. The peasant world 
was also included, however, 
mainly for amusement. Soldiers 
and beggars completed the range 
of subjects. The only painter who 
expressed a warm humanity for beg-
gars was Rembrandt. His genius was 

unrecognised in patrician Holland, 
yet only Holland could produce such 
an artist. Only the Republic that had 
a plebeian history linked to the strug-
gle for independence could be his 
historical ground.

Rembrandt’s art
The young Rembrandt’s paint-

ings are full of joyful energy, as 
his Self-portrait with Saskia (1635) 
shows. Toward the end of the 1620s, 
his art had grown, in warm, gold-
tinted coloration and in its ability to 
dramatise space through light-dark 
contrasts.

The Night Watch (1642) rep-
resents a new departure. Group 
portraits had become a special 
achievement of Dutch art and 
expressed proud community spirit. 
People wanted to see the members of 
a guild or a corporation represented 
together. The civic militia, organised 
in militia guilds, played an impor-
tant role in the wars of independ-
ence, making such paintings artistic 
expressions of the bourgeois revolu-
tion. Rembrandt broke with the tra-
ditional style of a fairly stiff group 
portrait by subjecting all participants 
to dynamic action and a dominant 
light-dark contrast.

Instead of an impressive com-
pany of admirable offi cers and dis-
ciplined men, Rembrandt paints a 
rather disordered assembly. Each 
guard seems to be looking and pull-
ing in a different direction, doing his 
own thing impervious to the others. 
Lance and flag point in opposite 
directions. In the midst of it, a dimin-
utive golden fi gure with Rembrandt’s 
recently deceased wife Saskia’s fea-
tures holds the company’s emblems.

In this way, Rembrandt subverts 
what had been a heroic genre. There 
are liveliness, sound, and motion, 
with a man loading his musket, the 
commander giving orders, a drum-
mer drumming, a flag swung, a 

barking dog and the boy, carrying a 
powder horn dashing off to collect 
more powder for the three musket-
eers, all adding to the commotion.

Two areas of bright gold on 
either side of the captain focus the 
eye on him, as do the diagonal lines 
of the fl ag, rifl e, and lance all point-
ing towards him. Nevertheless, the 
captain and his lieutenant in the 
centre foreground do not impose 
order. This animated, energetic 
movement was so new that it must 

have perplexed both guild and view-
ers. It is so powerfully forward 
moving that the viewer feels a need 
to get out of the way. It is a revolu-
tionary painting.

Later, Rembrandt develops a 
lyrical intimacy that infuses family 
scenes with a humanity that consti-
tutes Rembrandt’s timeless signifi -
cance. The moving painting Jacob 
Blessing the Sons of Joseph (1656) 
uncovers depths of the human 
psyche and fi nds its greatness in love 
and forgiveness. Colour and light 
interweave to make the innermost 
glow. Rembrandt focuses on the gen-
tleness and warmth of Jacob’s bless-
ing, not showing the disagreement 
between Joseph and Jacob regarding 
this blessing.

Also, the inclusion of the chil-
dren’s mother, Asenath, in this scene, 
is a deliberate departure from the 
Bible and refl ects the growing status 
of women in 17th-century Holland 
as well as the importance of love in 
marriage. Asenath is shown to be 
involved and an important figure 
in the family setting. Her presence 
illustrates Rembrandt’s realism and 
the ingredient of doubt that he brings 
to his art.

The painting’s colours underline 
the tenderness of the scene, while the 
perspective from which it is painted 
heightens the sense of the viewer 
surreptitiously witnessing a momen-
tous family moment.

In the course of Rembrandt’s 
lifetime, the bourgeoisie had aligned 
their standard of living with that of 
the nobility. They became mainly 
interested in the outwardly beauti-
ful and representative. Rembrandt’s 
incorruptible artistic honesty, shaped 
by the democratic spirit of republi-
can Holland, inevitably came into 
confl ict with the ruling class. From 
the middle of his life, his work was 
no longer valued.

Rembrandt anticipated a demo-
cratic culture that was yet to come. 
He was the fi rst to place modern 
knowledge, understanding, and 
therefore doubt, at the centre of his 
art. This places him among the ranks 
of the great Enlightenment artists 
and thinkers and thereby connects 
him with the ideas of the French 
Revolution. All but forgotten in old 
age, he died in poverty and alone on 
October 4, 1669.
Socialist Voice 

Rembrandt’s 350th anniversary

His times and his art

Rembrandt’s Jacob Blessing the Sons of Joseph.
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C J Atkins

Anyone who’s been reading this publication 
[People’s World ] over the past few years 
knows that we’ve been raising the spectre 
of impeachment practically since President 
Trump took offi ce. Our fi rst article to men-
tion that the crimes of Trump could be 
grounds for impeachment was published 
only 19 days after his inauguration. As the 
number and extent of his offenses escalated, 
we kept pace with our condemnations and 
indictments of this president. When the 
Mueller Report fi nally came out, we said 
“enough is enough” and took a clear edito-
rial position that the time had come for 
Congress to act.

We reported on the push by several 
Democratic lawmakers to impeach Trump. 
Our readers were urged to contact their 
member of Congress and ask them to join in. 
When the Teachers, Service Employees, and 
Nurses became the fi rst national unions to back 
impeachment, we reported the news immedi-
ately. And as the majority of the American 
people swung behind removing the president 
from the White House, this paper again ratch-
eted up its criticism of Trump’s manipulation 
and deceit.

All this is recounted not just to blow our 
own horn or brandish our impeachment creden-
tials, but to make a point: We thought it was a 
no-brainer that the left should be backing the 
campaign to both impeach Trump and build 
the movement to turn the country in a more 
progressive direction in 2020 and beyond. In 
fact, we believed it to be pretty obvious that 
branding Trump with the stain of impeachment 
was a particularly effective way to expose the 
misdeeds of the whole corporate class and their 
corrupt representatives in public offi ce.

Apparently not everyone on the left sees 
it that way.

In a recent op-ed that appeared in the UK 
Guardian, Samuel Moyn argues that the “coa-
lition of long-governing elites, from liberal 
technocrats to ‘never-Trump’ conservatives” 
are declaring war on the president simply for 
their own interests – as part of an attempt to 
re-install centrist neo-liberalism in power. 
That might be largely true, as far as it goes, 
but is that all that’s at work? Moyn, who is a 
Yale professor and a contributor to Jacobin
magazine, also says that “the pathologies of 
the country that led to Trump” have to be the 
main focus for the left – things like the impe-
rial presidency and rising economic inequality.

In a statement issued on October 8, the 
National Political Committee of the largest 
socialist organisation in the United States – 
Democratic Socialists of America – took a non-
position position on impeachment that in some 
ways parallels Moyn. Hailing the early calls 
for impeachment by democratic socialists like 
Tlaib, the statement then says that Democratic 
Party leaders such as House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi only jumped on the bandwagon because 
Trump’s actions (i.e. the Ukraine phone call 
affair) threatened to “impact others in the capi-
talist class, particularly Joe Biden.”

(The fact that there wasn’t majority sup-
port for impeachment in the Democratic caucus 
previously apparently had nothing to do with 
Pelosi’s move.)

The statement then goes on to enumerate 
the many attacks that the Trump administra-
tion has been carrying out which should have 
pushed Democrats to act – immigrant deten-
tions, sabotage of Medicare, undercutting 
LGBTQ equality, and heightening efforts to 
criminalise people of colour. But rather than 
placing the growing movement to remove 
Donald Trump from offi ce as part of the effort 
to raise mass political consciousness around 
all these issues and more, the statement pro-
claims that DSA doesn’t believe the “mere 
impeachment of Trump ... will do anything to 
bring working-class people into the political 
process.”

Instead, DSA will continue “to fi ght ... with 
the working class for demands that will shift 
power away from the ... ruling elite” of which 
both Trump and Pelosi are a part, because in 
the end “they will both be against the demands 
of the working class.”

The mere impeachment of Trump won’t do 
anything to bring the working class into the 
political process? This unfortunately amounts 
to condemning impeachment as a sideshow 
while some other kind of real politics appar-
ently takes place elsewhere. There is certainly 
no need to defend Biden, and there are argu-
ments to be had about Pelosi’s motivations and 
timing, but are those reasons enough to stand 
aloof from a political confrontation that is 
attracting the attention of millions and bring-
ing a growing majority of the nation into the 
anti-Trump column?

Impeaching and removing Trump (whether 
in a Senate trial or, as is more likely, at the 

ballot box in 2020) is part and parcel of 
expanding the reach and infl uence of the whole 
people’s and democratic movement. Of course, 
the process can’t just be left in the hands of 
Congressional leaders alone; the left, social-
ist, and working-class movements have to be 
involved in building support for removal and 
expanding the list of crimes that make up any 
potential articles of impeachment. As Joe Sims, 
co-chair of the CPUSA, recently put it, “We 
can’t leave it to the politicians – the people 
have to keep the pressure on.”

If the Mueller Report, obstructions of jus-
tice, stolen public money to pay for a border 
wall, putting children in cages, racist attacks 
on Black lawmakers, or so many more outrages 
were not enough to press the impeachment 
button – but Trump’s election interference 
appeals in Ukraine did the trick, then so be it. 
Take the win and now push Congress to make 
it real. From a Marxist and a common-sense 
point of view, a successful impeachment will 
mean the creation of new material conditions, a 
new political context that is better for progres-
sives and worse for the whole array of right-
wing forces in the country.

Ensuring that Donald Trump does not get 
a second term and defeating the Republican 
Party up and down the ballot are the primary 
strategic tasks of the next 12 months – and if 
impeachment helps achieve that goal (and it 
almost certainly would), then socialists, com-
munists, and realistic leftists of whatever stripe 
should be integrating it into all their struggles 
and demands.

Millions of people – working-class 
Americans everywhere whose plants are 
closing and whose trade unions (if they’re 
lucky enough to have them) are under attack, 
poor people suffering daily from the lack of 

infrastructure and investment in their commu-
nities, immigrants who face family separation 
and racist scapegoating, people of colour like 
Botham Jean who never know when police 
violence could target them next, women who 
already can’t access reproductive health serv-
ices in so much of the country, LGBTQ people 
who may soon be at risk of discriminatory 
fi rings if the Trump administration gets its 
way, and family farmers who face bankruptcy 
thanks to a reckless trade war – all these people 
cannot afford to wait for some kind of pure left 
politics that, in effect, actually only ends up 
echoing the sectarianism that aided fascism’s 
victory in the 1930s.

Progress toward a better political terrain 
that facilitates working-class gains, and ulti-
mately socialism, can only have as its start-
ing point those political demands which arise 
from the vital needs of people today and 
their fi ghting capacity at the present stage of 
development.

To disconnect all the many mass strug-
gles that people are active in right now from 
the battle for impeachment would be to under-
cut the small-d democratic movement and the 
major gains it has made in terms of political 
development and raising consciousness in the 
era of resistance to Trump.

A self-satisfi ed stance which spends time 
resenting Democratic Party leaders for taking 
credit for the mass political work that got us 
to this moment won’t help move the struggle 
to the next level. Neither will backing away 
from the growing campaign to remove Trump 
in favour of supposedly fi ghting “against the 
whole capitalist class.”
People’s World 
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