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Last Tuesday (September 17), the Morrison 
government launched a joint select commit-
tee inquiry into the Family Law System. 
The inquiry comes after numerous attempts 
by One Nation leader Pauline Hanson to 
get the government to investigate her con-
cerns about the Family Court. Liberal MP 
Kevin Andrews will lead the inquiry, which 
is set to last a year, with senator Hanson as 
co-chair.

According to its terms of reference, the 
issues the inquiry will look into include “the 
onus of proof required to gain an apprehended 
violence order, the cost of the court process, 
and claims of false evidence being used against 
former partners.” This has alarmed many cam-
paigners against family violence who believe 
the inquiry is set to attempt to weaken protec-
tions of women and children.

“Yet again we have another inquiry set 
up with people who are not experts in domes-
tic violence,” said Queensland Women’s 
Legal Service chief executive Angela Lynch. 
(SMH) There have been 11 such inquiries in 
the past two decades! The most recent, by the 
Australian Law Reform Commission reported 
in April this year.

Hanson is claiming that the Family Act 
disadvantages men, a claim based on anecdo-
tal material such as the experiences of her son. 

She is a strong believer of sharing responsibil-
ity for the children following the breakdown 
of a relationship, and seems to be in denial 
that this could put some children and women 
at risk.

Andrews, coming from a strong Catholic, 
pro-nuclear family position, is also pushing for 
the sharing of children. He takes a conserva-
tive position on social issues, including the role 
of men in a marriage and has in the past voted 
against abortion, IVF, the RU-486 drug, and 
stem cell research.

The government previously proposed the 
merger of the Family Court and the Federal 
Circuit Court which also met with strong 
opposition.

Despite these concerns, government MPs 
supported the inquiry, stressing it would be 
impartial.

“I don’t think this is an issue where the 
men get the best decisions or the women get 
the best decisions,” said Liberal MP Craig 
Kelly. (SMH)

Morrison made similar statements to SBS 
News saying, “we want to make sure that as 
people go through this, that the systems they 
have to go through ... can work as best as they 
can.”

However, Kelly’s and Morrison’s com-
ments stand in stark contrast to those made by 
senator Hanson who, on ABC radio, said there 
are women who are “making up” domestic 

violence allegations and “who will use that in 
the court system.” 

Many anti-domestic violence campaigners 
see the inquiry as mere political point-scoring, 
including anti-domestic violence campaigner 
Rosie Batty, who told ABC radio that, “It is 
completely unacceptable for these politicians 
with their own agendas to head up any inquiry.”

ALP MP Julie Collins also challenged 
the sincerity of the inquiry telling Sky News 
Australia that “there as been a parliamentary 
inquiry, it was chaired by [Liberal MP] Sarah 
Henderson and by deputy chair [ALP MP] 
Sharon Claydon and it made some very seri-
ous bipartisan recommendations. They’ve had 
a two-year inquiry from the Law Reform com-
mission, it’s over 500 pages long, 60 recom-
mendations. The government, if they wanted 
to start reforming the family law court could 
do so today.”

Collins’ followed the ALP’s decision to not 
back the inquiry. Opposition leader Anthony 
Albanese, speaking on his party’s decision to 
not back the inquiry, told parliament that, “we 
take [domestic violence] seriously. [...] I do not 
want this to be a political football. I say to the 
prime minister: we can’t support an inquiry in 
which he has unilaterally, along with Pauline 
Hanson, done a deal.”

This followed from the Greens’ decision 
to not back the inquiry with senator Larissa 
Waters stating “we Greens support the calls by 

expert domestic violence legal service provid-
ers like Women’s Legal Services Australia to 
create a family law system that keeps women 
and children safe. [...] What we won’t sup-
port is an inquiry stacked with extremists that 
have pre-determined, non-expert opinions 
on the gendered drivers of violence against 
women and their children. [...]The parliamen-
tary inquiry announced yesterday excludes the 
Greens and would be headed up by two of the 
most conservative and divisive members of the 
current parliament who have predetermined the 
outcome of the process.”

The inquiry was backed by Centre Alliance 
with senator Rex Patrick diplomatically stat-
ing, “as a general rule, Centre Alliance sup-
ports inquiry referrals from other senators.” 

The Communist Party of Australia believes 
that Women all too often face violence in the 
home, and many remain in dangerous situa-
tions with their partners because of lack of 
domestic violence and legal services and 
affordable public housing. The CPA supports 
domestic violence leave.

The CPA strongly opposes this latest 
inquiry, which is not only stacked with a pre-
determined conservative, anti-women outcome, 
but is totally unnecessary.

The government should implement the 
worthy recommendations in the Australian 
Law Reform Commission’s report, and do it 
NOW. 
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Turning back the clock 
on women and children

The Whitlam Labor government made a huge contribution 
to women’s rights in areas such as equal pay, childcare, educa-
tion, women’s health, women’s refuges and family planning. 
In particular, it was responsible for the establishment of the 
Family Court, which introduced a system of no-fault divorce. It 
became possible, after an irrevocable breakdown of a marriage 
and a 12-month separation, to apply for a divorce. No more 
insulting and demeaning public slurs against women in the 
Supreme Court or waiting seven years to apply if your partner 
opposed the divorce. The Family Court was and has remained 
highly controversial, in particular, amongst the fundamentalist 
Right and the Catholic church which does not permit divorces.

There is no doubt that the family law needs reform. Since the 
Family Court’s creation there have been numerous amendments 
to the legislation, resulting in unnecessary complexity and a 
lack of clarity. Social conditions have changed. There has been 
a large increase in the number of instances of reported domestic 
violence and child abuse. An average of one woman a week 
dies at the hands of her partner. The overwhelming majority 
of victims are women. The court’s funding has deliberately not 
been maintained, creating massive pressure on those working 
in the system and long waiting times.

Lack of funding is a big issue. Last year the government 
proposed that the Family and Federal Circuit Courts be merged, 
claiming this would help to clear the backlog of cases in the 
Family Court. In reality it would destroy the Family Court.

In total, there have been 11 inquiries into the Family Court 
over the past 17 years all highlighting the same issues! The most 
recent was commissioned by former Attorney-General George 
Brandis in 2017 and undertaken by the Australian Law Reform 
Commission (ALRC). The ALRC handed down its review in 
April this year. Needless to say the government has remained 
silent, made no comments on its 60 recommendations, instead 
launching yet another review last week of the Family Court 
system.

The chair of the review, Kevin Andrews, is a reactionary, 
active in the Christian Right nationally and internationally and 
served as Minister for Social Services in the Abbott govern-
ment where he has opposed IVF, stem cell research, abortion, 
and anti-homophobic education in schools. The deputy chair 
is the fascist One Nation party’s senator Pauline Hanson, who 
has pursued the destruction of the Family Court since she was 
elected for the fi rst time 20 years ago.

Now Hanson has got the inquiry she wanted, with a brief 
that suits her agenda. Without waiting to hear the evidence, 
Hanson is already making claims, such as that women appearing 
before the Family Court are liars, making false claims to take 
children from their fathers.

The committee will be investigating the level of proof re-
quired when granting domestic violence orders and apprehended 
violence orders. It will also examine whether domestic violence 
can be considered in allocating responsibilities in parenting and 
access! In other words, it will make it harder for a woman to 
get orders or prevent the sharing of parenting responsibilities 
in situations where it is dangerous to do so. The other matters 
relate to such things as effectiveness and costs of the system.

The Andrews/Hanson review sidelines some of the main 
issues that previous inquiries have all found need addressing: 
“The existing model, which requires parties to navigate multiple 
courts across jurisdictions, fails to meet the needs of children 
and families across the family law, child protection, and family 
violence jurisdictions.” – (ALRC) 

The ALRC’s review was underpinned by a number of 
interconnected themes: “a focus on families, not the system; 
advancing the safety and wellbeing of children and families; 
collaborative and coordinated service delivery; accessibility 
for all families; non-adversarial approaches; valuing children 
and young people; and building community trust.”
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
And thus I clothe my naked villany
With odd old ends stol’n forth of holy writ
And seem a saint when most I play the devil.

William Shakespeare – William Shakespeare – Richard IIIRichard III

”“

Urgent action 
needed on fuel 
security
The Morrison government is being urged to take 
urgent and radical steps to secure the nation’s fuel 
security following reports it is working on a plan 
that would not see Australia meet the International 
Energy Agency’s 90-day fuel stockholding obligation 
until 2026.

Recent attacks on oil infrastructure in the Middle 
East, including a drone strike that has knocked out half of 
Saudi Arabia’s crude oil production, highlight Australia’s 
exposure to global energy shocks and the need to over-
haul shipping, refi ning, and storage capacity.

Australia currently has the lowest fuel reserves of 
any member nation of the IEA. During the last fi nancial 
year, Australia had an average of just 23 consumption 
days of petroleum in storage, 20 days worth of diesel, and 
25 days of aviation fuel.

With more than 90 percent of Australia’s fuel sup-
plies now imported, Energy Minister Angus Taylor has 
attempted to include supplies on board those tankers 
as part of our domestic stocks in an accounting trick to 
make the nation’s fuel security appear less precarious.

The Maritime Union of Australia and the Australian 
Workers Union have warned that the Morrison govern-
ment’s failure to act was putting the country at risk of 
economic and social disaster in the event of military 
confl icts, economic crisis, or natural disasters disrupt 
shipping.

“The recent drone attack in Saudi Arabia highlights 
just how quickly major disruptions can occur to fuel sup-
plies,” MUA national secretary Paddy Crumlin said.

“With more than 90 percent of the fuel that keeps 
vehicles on the road and planes in the air now coming 
by sea – much of it through potential confl ict zones such 
as the Middle East and South China Sea – Australia has 
never been more vulnerable.

“Worst of all, every drop of oil imported to Australia 
comes on tankers that are owned and operated by foreign 
companies, meaning that the fuel they carry could be 

diverted to their home countries in the event of a global 
crisis.”

AWU national secretary Dan Walton said closures 
of Australian oil refi neries and shrinking storage facili-
ties had also been responsible for the country’s sustained 
non-compliance with IEA obligations.

“The government has allowed Australia to become 
dangerously addicted to imported fuel,” Walton said. 
“Even now with a fuel security crisis looming, they are 
doing nothing to support and promote local refi ning.

“We desperately need to build new refi neries and 
expand existing ones, which would create thousands of 
new jobs and safeguard our fuel security. But realistically 
we can’t do this unless the government wakes up.”

The MUA last year commissioned a report by ship-
ping expert John Francis, “Australia’s Fuel Security – 
Running on Empty”, which found the country is reliant 
on the equivalent of almost 60 full-time fuel import tank-
ers to supply petrol, diesel and jet fuel.

“Maritime experts have highlighted Australia’s 
extreme vulnerability when it comes to fuel supplies, par-
ticularly as so many of the tankers that supply the nation 
travel through potential confl ict zones such as the Middle 
East and South China Sea,” Crumlin said.

“Developing a strategic fl eet of Australian-owned 
and operated tankers would provide a lifeline to transport 
fuel to Australia in the short timeframe required during 
the kind of emergency where supplies are threatened.

“The Australian government needs to prioritise an 
urgent plan to invest in shipping, refi ning and storage 
capacity so that the country’s fuel supplies can return to 
a secure level.

“The risks aren’t hypothetical. We’ve seen this week 
how vulnerable global fuel supplies are. Despite this, 
Australia remains the only developed oil-importing coun-
try without government-controlled stocks of crude oil or 
refi ned petroleum products.” 

PRESS FUND
This week US President Donald Trump entertained Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison in regal splendour. Talk about 
two Neros fiddling while the world burns! Instead of attending 
the crucial Climate Emergency Meeting in New York about 
potentially catastrophic climate change, they discussed the 
totally unnecessary NASA Moon to Mars space exploration 
project. On the other hand, hats off to the millions of school 
kids here and overseas for opposing the fossil fuel industries 
that threaten their future and are protected by the likes of 
Morrison and Trump. We’ll be following the crucial climate 
change issue, but we really need your help, so please send in a 
Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you possibly can. 
Many thanks to this week’s contributors, namely:
Dr G Dittura $5, J Doyle $100, K M $20, D. Mudie $10, 
“Round Figure” $15, “Sparky” $10
This week’s total: $160 Progressive total: $4,840

Wage theft and 
Morrison’s appalling 
track record
Last week’s announcement of a 
discussion paper airing the pos-
sibility of serious criminal penal-
ties for wage theft is a welcome 
step forward but does little to 
address the Morrison govern-
ment’s appalling track record on 
the issue.

United Voice, the union for 
workers in industries exposed to 
endemic wage theft including hospi-
tality, cleaning and security, believes 
any moves on wage theft need to 
overcome six years of Coalition’s 
indifference and active attacks on 
workers’ ability to recover their 
stolen wages.

Jo-anne Schofi eld, national sec-
retary of United Voice, says, “In 
repeated Victorian hospitality indus-
try cases we are seeing investigations 
into wage theft drag on for years 

while workers wait for their stolen 
pay. Workers waiting years for jus-
tice on wage theft is no system at all, 
and the government bears responsi-
bility for that.

“We have raised these cases for 
years – the government’s inaction is 
once again exposed because the best 
they have come up with so far is a 
discussion paper, while Labor state 
premiers have moved on the issue.

“Overall the Morrison govern-
ment’s track record on wage theft is 
appalling.

“Only yesterday the govern-
ment reintroduced legislation that 
would effectively clean the slate for 
employers of wage theft from super 
accounts estimated by Industry 
Super Australia to cost workers $5.9 
billion a year.”

Schofield said that while 

criminal sanctions for wage theft was 
one measure to combat wage theft, 
other measures needed to be imple-
mented to address years of neglect:

“Laws matter. But unscrupulous 
employers are already breaking laws.

“The government and employers 
must recognise that unions are a vital 
way of ensuring redress for wage 
theft and the government and bosses 
must end their constant attacks on 
workers.

“Union membership and a func-
tioning enterprise agreement are the 
most effective ways to hold employ-
ers to account.

“It’s through union membership 
that workers ensure they enjoy the 
rights that the laws provide and can 
act collectively to defend their pay 
and conditions in an instant from 
wage theft.” 
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Lauren Wilson

A recent report by the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare (AIHW) recorded an 
alarming statistic stating that one in four 
Australians are currently suffering from 
an episode of loneliness. The most affected 
groups are young people, men, people 
living alone, and those with young chil-
dren. Another shocking statistic was that 
05 percent of Australians reported feeling 
lonely for at least one day each week. It’s 
been reported that loneliness can lead to a 
plethora of poor health outcomes including 
risk of early death, physical and mental 
distress, and general unhappiness with life. 
What is causing this worrying uptick in the 
loneliness of our population? We should 
start by examining the changing social rela-
tions and material conditions of Australian 
society for answers.

At home
As many as half of all Australians are now 

experiencing mortgage or rental stress accord-
ing to ME [bank] Household and Financial 
Comfort report, meaning they are spending 
over 30 percent of their net income on housing, 
while 51 percent of mortgage holders are wor-
ried about their levels of debt. It’s no surprise 
that the increasing number of people in hous-
ing stress and insecurity has left people feeling 
lonely and isolated, if we are worrying about 
where the money for rent is coming from, we 
are not in the frame of mind to put time and 
effort into relationships.

The more of our income we are forced to 
spend on housing, the more we must sacri-
fi ce in other areas such as healthy food, social 
activities and holidays. Young people are often 
told to give up on any kind of social life (going 
out with friends, travel, even buying coffee), 
so they can pinch every penny to save for a 
home in a market that will only create further 
fi nancial distress. No wonder young people are 
feeling lonely if they are to listen to this advice. 
How can we expect people to endure a miser-
able existence in order to have secure and safe 
housing? On top of this we have people being 
forced to move further away from support net-
works, their workplaces, and established com-
munities in order to afford housing while the 
political class tell us that we need to just work 
harder.

The workplace
The fundamental experience of work 

under capitalism as Marx recognised is the 
inability to control our labour which leads to 
alienation. Marx saw our control of our own 
labour as essential to our being as humans. 
Alienation occurs not just from the product 
of our labour but also from our fellow work-
ers. This is becoming more and more appar-
ent in Australian workplaces today. A growing 
number of workers are fi nding themselves 
unable to fi nd work or are underemployed, on 
short-term contracts, in casual work, and in the 
gig economy which has forced workers to treat 
their colleagues as competition for a shrinking 

number of secure jobs and resources. It serves 
the ruling class to keep workers in a state of 
isolation, anxiety, and stress. It forces workers 
to increase their productivity in order to be a 
vital part of their organisation furthering their 
exploitation and viewing their fellow workers 
as obstacles to overcome. This is an unnatural 
state of being for humans as social animals and 
it is no surprise that as inequality, precarious 
work, and the cost of living grows we fi nd that 
more Australians are feeling lonely and out of 
touch with those around them.

Technology and 
relationships

Capitalist technological advancements 
have made improvements to some areas of 
our lives, the internet has improved access to 
education and information, and has allowed us 
to communicate with people from around the 
world. The antithesis to this of course is that 
greater access to information has led us to be 
overwhelmed with a 24/7 news cycle which 
keeps us in a perpetual state of fear and anxi-
ety, whilst our ability to connect with friends 
and strangers through social media comes with 
its downside too. The report by AIHW has 
suggested that connections forged online are 
“generally fragile and shallow” compared to 
connections made in person. The same effect 
can be seen across dating apps such as Tinder 
or Bumble which has reduced the search for 

a romantic partner to an online shopping type 
experience. This has made younger people less 
likely to commit to serious relationships and 
form genuine connections meaning more are 
remaining single even when desiring a relation-
ship. Capitalism has turned the search for love 
and friendship into a commodity to profi t from, 
much to the detriment of working people, espe-
cially the young.

Who benefits?
Loneliness and its associated poor health 

outcomes come with benefi ts to pharmaceuti-
cal and other companies who want to sell us 
the cure. This is already happening through 
the medicalisation of mental health treatment. 
Increased instances of mental distress have 
mental health professionals facing immense 
pressure to deal with the escalating demand for 
therapeutic treatments. Pharmaceutical inter-
vention is often prescribed to alleviate long 
wait times or to try and resolve issues more 
“effi ciently.” The rush to a pharmacological 
solution proves very profi table for corporations 
which calls into question the effi cacy of these 
treatments as the demand for higher profi t mar-
gins and access to new markets overshadow 
the needs of the public. An American company 
has even proposed the development of a pill to 
“cure” the feeling of loneliness showing again 
that capitalists will seek to exploit the latest 
disastrous symptoms of life under capitalism 
to increase shareholder value. 

We are living in a society where we face 
growing housing and financial stress, our 
labour continues to be exploited, and we are 
becoming further alienated from the products 
of our labour and our fellow workers. We are 
struggling to form genuine relationships and 
friendships as more social interaction moves 
online and we are being told that the only pos-
sible cure is a pill! 

By treating workers as mere commodities 
to produce value for the ruling class, capital-
ism atomises society and attacks any attempts 
to create community and solidarity amongst the 
exploited class. It’s important to remind our-
selves and our fellow workers that feelings of 
loneliness, anxiety, and alienation are socially 
caused problems not individual or moral fail-
ings and that we require revolutionary change 
to create a society with much less emotional 
and mental distress. 

Whilst fighting for this revolutionary 
change we can also argue for policies that can 
reduce the feelings of loneliness among our 
fellow workers – we can organise our work-
places, building comradery and solidarity while 
fi ghting for workers’ rights. We can campaign 
for more social housing, a 30 hour work week, 
job and housing security, and improved com-
munity and social services. We must get out 
into our communities and spread our message, 
argue for our cause, and connect with people 
who need us. It is only when we unite that we 
will be able to win. 

Australia
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Politics in the Pub Perth 

The War on Workers
Thursday 26th September, 6-8pm

43 Below Bar and Restaurant 
(43 Barrack Street Corner of Hay St Mall)

The rights won by working people in Australia are slowly being eroded. 
The latest, most vicious attack is the Ensuring Integrity Bill tabled by the government.

Join the discussion on these issues and how the workers can unite to fi ght against these changes.

Speakers:
Melanie Booth, CPSU organiser

Adrian Lowe, CPSU delegate
Vinnie Molina, CPA President

Others to be confi rmed
Chaired by the CPA

Free event – Food and drinks available at the counter. 

For more information call 0419812872
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Richard Titelius

On a Friday at 11 am on September 20, 
the School Strike for Climate Change took 
to the streets. School children, workers 
and their trade unions, mothers and their 
toddlers in prams and other fellow activist 
groups began to build the rally in Forrest 
Place. By a little over 12 noon it had grown 
to over 10,000 making it the city’s biggest 
ever climate protest rally and easy doubling 
the previous School Strike for Climate 
Change protest held in March of this year.

There were many clever and creative 
placards and banners held by school age and 
beyond protesters; “The seas are rising and so 
are we”, “The climate is changing, why aren’t 
we”, “Compost the rich”, “No economy on a 
dead planet” and several placards making ref-
erence to the tale of ecosystem collapse by Dr 
Seuss, The Lorax – Who speaks for the trees.  
Now our school children speak to us, saying 
they are unhappy that we have known since 
the 1980s that climate change was real yet 
have not done enough to prevent what appears 
today as being runaway, anthropomorphic cli-
mate change.

A number of student speakers addressed 
the rally at Forrest Place before the it turned to 
march along the Murray Street Mall, William 
Street and on to Elizabeth Quay – with colour-
ful banners and placards in tow and chanting, 
“Climate not Profi t, ScoMo get off it”, “No 

more coal, gas or oil, keep your carbon in the 
soil” and “What do we want? Climate Action! 
When do we want it? NOW!”.

There were thousands of people so the rally 
moved very slowly. A couple of sit-downs on 
William street extended the protest – or climate 
strike. 

At Elizabeth Quay, the four student organ-
isers told the rally that there will be another 
strike and the next one will be a general strike. 
The student organisers also embraced the trade 
union movement and the union movement had 
also embraced them when they had attended 
the September monthly meeting of Unions WA 
to promote the rally and encourage union mem-
bers to attend.

The student organisers also asked people to 
promote School Strike for Climate Change on 
their number 042 948 5170, follow their social 
media and put pressure on corporations, gov-
ernments and people – especially by having 
conversations about climate change with 
family, friends and community groups.

The students concluded by stating climate 
change was a cause that affects us all if we 
don’t do anything about it.

The Communist Party of Australia supports 
the School Strike for Climate Change and the 
ongoing campaign as part of the wider world-
wide movement to force the big corporate pol-
luters and their political backers to take action 
to save the planet and the future. 

“Climate Action NOW”
School Strike for Climate Change – Perth, Western Australia

Australia

China hits drug-makers where it hurts
Len Lean

China has expanded a pilot program to 
almost the entire country in an attempt to 
negotiate lower prices from drug manufac-
turers, heaping fresh pressure on multina-
tional pharmaceutical companies and their 
domestic rivals. The program, rolled out 
in 2018, saw 11 Chinese cities including, 
Beijing and Shanghai band together behind 
a tender process to bulk-buy 25 types of 
drugs. This caused the price of some medi-
cines to plunge over 90 percent.

The 11 cities in the previous pilot program 
accounted for a relatively low market share 
in China. But for the 70 percent market in 
the entire nation the pressure is signifi cantly 
more.

Scheme expansion
The scheme will be expanded to 25 prov-

inces and regions, who will form a league to 
look for suppliers for these drugs.

The drugs on the list include off-block-
busters that are made by Western pharmaceu-
tical giants, but which have generics made by 
local players, such as Eli Lilly’s cancer treat-
ment drug Pemetrexed, which is sold under 

the brand name Alimta, and leukaemia therapy 
Imatinib sold by Novartis as Gleevec.

The big squeeze on 
multinational drug-makers

Beijing’s nationwide expansion measures 
could add strains on multinational drug-makers 
to consider larger price cuts for their off-pat-
ent blockbusters, a move that they have tended 
to refrain from in order to maintain their pre-
mium brand image. However, Novatis and 
Eli Lilly offered to cut prices for Gleevec and 
Pemetrexed by about 30 percent in some prov-
inces earlier this year, according to releases on 
local government’s drug procurement websites.

Economic choice dilemma 
Because of our federal government’s war 

on trade unions, wage growth for the workers 
has stalled resulting in increased competition 
for the market share of workers’ income. Many 
Australian families, when it comes to where 
they spend their income on, look at their mort-
gage or rent, or food and clothing for the chil-
dren before spending money on pharmaceutical 
medication, often skipping or using half the 
dose due to high medication costs.

Dumping health insurance 
Australian families dropped basic private 

hospital cover insurance (28,000) in recent 
months. Health prices have risen faster than 
wages, and out of pocket expenses are hurting 
victims of the private for profi t health funds. 
Workers are turning their back on health insur-
ance with now only 44.2 percent in the funds, 
the lowest level since 2007. Figures expose 
the health insurance premiums rose almost 2.8 
percent over the June quarter, out-pacing infl a-
tion and certainly workers’ wages. Privatisation 
has never worked in favour of workers, it only 
benefi ts private for-profi t insurance companies 
who are now highly concerned about lower 
profi t returns. Rising medical insurance pre-
miums and rising economic diffi culty trying to 
making ends meet will see more workers drop-
out of private insurance.

Drug pricing
Evidence has unequivocally shown that 

high drug prices are not linked to the actual 
costs of research, development and manufac-
ture. Instead, infl ated drug prices are a result of 
drug manufacturers’ power to charge whatever 
price the market will bear. Trying to defend 

high spending on pharmaceuticals, US compa-
nies often use spin, pointing out that in the US 
only $300 billion is spent annually on prescrip-
tion medicines compared to the $1 trillion that 
is spent on hospital care.

Therefore, compared to total healthcare 
spending, US pharmaceutical costs are just 10 
percent of the total health care budget which is 
roughly the same throughout Europe.

Spurious argument 
by drug manufacturers 

Pharmaceutical companies do not actu-
ally charge list prices for drugs. Hospitals and 
insurers often negotiate discounts on drug list 
prices, and sometimes up to 50 percent, how-
ever drug prices worldwide remain at unrealis-
tically high levels, since examples of annually 
raising prices (or prices rising after selling 
licences) to more than double the original price 
are plentiful.

China is in a very robust position, with the 
centralised government calling the shots to the 
unscrupulous pharmaceutical monopolies who 
control most of the world’s manufacturing of 
drugs. 

Attack on super
The Morrison government’s 
Putting Members Interest First 
Bill, which will leave almost 1.9 
million Australian workers at risk 
of destitution in event of a work-
place accident or injury, passed 
the Senate on September 19.

The legislation prohibits default 
insurance by superannuation trus-
tees for members under 25 years 
of age and with account balances 
under $6,000. Many workers with 
children, mortgages and others who 
need insurance are going to be left 
without. The Bill will affect 1.9 mil-
lion workers, many of whom will 
expect to be covered by insurance.

The amendments run coun-
ter to the desire of the government 

to categorise superannuation as 
another fi nancial service and show 
that the majority in the Senate 
understand the importance and ben-
efi ts of a close relationship between 
workplaces and super funds.

“Super is not just another fi nan-
cial service, it is a workplace enti-
tlement and should be tailored to 
individual workplaces,” said ACTU 
assistant secretary Scott Connolly.

“Industry funds consistently 
outperform retail funds on perform-
ance but because they understand 
workplaces are also able to provide 
services which are suited to their 
members and specialised for their 
workplace and industry.

“The amendments for high-risk 

occupations are welcome, but this 
bill will still strip insurance from 
many workers who need it. We are 
concerned for the 1.9 million work-
ers who will be worse off under this 
bill and the families who may be 
without support should the worst 
happen at work to a loved one.

“Reforming super to follow 
workers from job to job remains 
a better solution to the problem 
this bill sets out to address, and it 
is disappointing that the Morrison 
government instead decided to 
rip insurance from millions of 
workers.”

In addition, the Morrison gov-
ernment has reintroduced a bill to 
provide an amnesty for all theft of 

superannuation since the fi rst day 
of the superannuation system. The 
amnesty provides a period of two 
years for employers to disclose any 
theft of superannuation for which 
they can then avoid any kind of 
sanction.

Industry Super Australia has 
previously reported that workers are 
losing $5.9 billion in super every 
year to theft. The government has 
claimed that this amnesty would 
recoup $200 million of this in total, 
covering a period of more than 27 
years. Adding up to less than 3 per-
cent of just one year of stolen super.

Superannuation is a basic work-
place right and theft of super is sys-
temic. Choosing to let employers 

off the hook rather than increase 
penalties and enforcement for this 
massive theft shows what side of 
this issue the government is on.

“This amnesty will not recover 
the billions which have been stolen 
from workers since the beginning of 
the superannuation system,” warned 
Connolly. “If the government was 
serious about ending theft of super-
annuation it would increase enforce-
ment, penalties, and allow unions 
back into workplaces to inspect 
pay records and to initiate recovery 
action against employers.

“This amnesty is an insult to all 
Australian workers.” 
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The majority of citizens are law-abiding 
until faced with an issue that threatens 
them. Past history shows that such issues 
always relate to injustice of some sort or 
another. When the French citizens erupted 
in 1789, it was due to heavy taxes and a 
starving populace while those in power 
“played”. In North America, the British 
colonisers had attempted to increase taxes 
and got the boot in 1776. The American 
Civil War in 1861 was based on a principle: 
the injustice of slavery. Then the Russian 
Revolution in 1917 saw the starving peas-
ants overthrow their aristocratic overlords 
in order to create a more egalitarian social 
system.

In today’s bourgeois society we take our 
demands to the ballot box every three years. 
Unfortunately, the injustice that we now face 
affects everyone and threatens the survival of 
the human race: in fact every living thing on 
Earth. 

A century ago industry used coal for eve-
rything – to make steel, run trains and ships – 
with no government regulation. The mortality 
gradient by industrial emissions was steeper in 
19th century Britain than it is in China today 
(Hanlon and Tian 2015). In London, where I 
lived in 1952, the smog caused by coal killed 
12,000 people.

Scientists’ warnings seem to be having no 
effect on those still polluting the planet and 
people’s protests are being ignored by the poli-
ticians in the pockets of the fossil fuel compa-
nies. It’s no longer just a matter of voting for 
politicians who will listen and act on our con-
cerns to pass legislation to combat this obvi-
ous destruction because political chicanery has 
replaced principles and justice.

To illustrate how ruthless money-grab-
bing corporations are, there’s no better exam-
ple than that of the US oil giant Exxon. Their 
own scientists in 1977 accurately predicted 
that on the current rate of burning fossil fuels, 
the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere would 
grow to about 415 parts per million by 2019, 
effectively warming the planet by 0.9 degrees 
and setting off an avalanche of destructive 
impacts: they were wrong by two years. What 
was Exxon’s reaction? It stopped the research. 
And now the fi ve big oil and gas companies 
spend $US200 million a year lobbying our 
political representatives to sabotage climate 
policy and spread misinformation. That’s how 
much they value their profi ts and how little 
they value our lives.

It is unfathomable that, in 2015, the 
world’s governments actually subsidised fossil 
fuel consumption by $US 5.3 trillion. Where 
do these governments get this money? From 

us! We’re paying our taxes into a mad merry-
go-round of subsidised destruction: paying to 
be led into oblivion, because of the misinfor-
mation fed to us by acolytes such as Rupert 
Murdoch and his daily rags. Globally conserv-
ative governments – like our own – contest 
and question the facts about climate change 
which scientists supply: they even hint that it’s 
a communist plot to de-industrialise the world. 
They use smoke and mirrors to confuse us and 
money to contain us.

The 2019 federal election was just such a 
case, the vote being skewed by Clive Palmer 
(bankrupt at the time he closed his nickel mine) 
spending $60 million to inundate the Australian 
electorate. Letters to the Editor fail because the 
right-wing Murdoch press don’t print them and 
civilised rallies are ineffectual. In other words, 
the system is broken, civil obedience no longer 
works.

If we stay on the present trajectory by 
2030 the planet will have reached the tipping 
point and there will be no turning back, rapid 
changes to the global climate will be devas-
tating to life on earth. The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) made it clear 

that we must keep to 1.5°C by shifting the cur-
rent systems of energy and transport and apply-
ing the necessary science. What is lacking is 
the political will because politicians are in 
service to fossil fuel interests.

In a paper on the current situation, given 
at the University of Cumbria by Professor 
Jem Bendell at the Institute of Leadership 
and Sustainability (IFLAS) in July 2018, it’s 
worth reading Deep Adaptation: A Map for 
Navigating Climate Tragedy (www.lifeworth.
com/deepadaptation.pdf) in which, after read-
ing the latest data from research institutes, he 
summarised his fi ndings to conclude that we 
should start considering the “implications of 
it being too late to avert a global environmen-
tal catastrophe in the lifetimes of people alive 
today.”

So the question now has to be how much 
longer are we going to put up with this? Greta 
Thunberg has led the charge for the young 
people in the world who are going to reap this 
catastrophe. A very apt quote here, is from 
Frederick Douglass (slave, turned abolitionist, 
orator and statesman, 1818-1895):

“If there is no struggle there is no progress 

... Power concedes nothing without a demand. 
It never did and it never will.” 

Our struggles to make our governments 
listen to our demands for climate change action 
is proving the wisdom of his statement. The 
scientifi c facts prove that carbon emissions 
must be curbed drastically within the next ten 
years but these indisputable facts are still being 
disputed and ignored by those in power. The 
point where our planet has no chance of repair 
is nearly here, so what actions do we take now, 
knowing that all ‘civilised’ protests have so far 
failed?

Activists and environmentalists have met 
a brick wall of denial and chicanery. They 
are realising that their campaign tactics have 
not succeeded. While they talk sense and lead 
sensible campaigns, their governments legis-
late to make any manner of protest illegal. In 
Australia we’ve seen the tightening of legis-
lation to keep the Unions in check for simply 
fi ghting for justice for their members. Union 
offi cials and protestors face large fi nes to keep 
them in line and to maintain the status quo.
Next week: Worldwide actions 

Australia

Taking Issue – Eileen Whitehead  – Part 1

Time for another revolution

Australians could be granted free 
movement rights after Brexit
Lamiat Sabin

Australian citizens could be 
granted freedom of movement 
rights under post-Brexit plans 
being considered by the govern-
ment. Speaking during a visit to 
Canberra, International Trade 
Secretary Liz Truss said that the 
government would “certainly” 
look at relaxing visa rules for 
Australian nationals as part of 
any new trade deal.

Truss told a press conference 
that Britain and Australia had a 
“special link.”

She added: “We want a fully 
comprehensive trade deal that 
refl ects our deep, ongoing relation-
ship, the friendship between our two 

countries, the fact that Australians 
want to come and live and work in 
Britain, and Brits want to come and 
live and work in Australia.

“Leaving the European Union 
really does give us a chance as a 
country to become more outward-
looking, to become more competi-
tive, and to deepen our links with 
our partners right across the world.”

PM Boris Johnson fl oated a 
similar idea in his Daily Telegraph 
column from 2013 when he said: 
“Aussies are just like us,” com-
ments which sparked anger at the 
time from anti-racism campaigners.

The government’s latest 
announcement over post-Brexit 
border controls came as the supreme 
court continued to hear a case 

against Mr Johnson for suspending 
Parliament.

His lawyer James Eadie 
QC insisted that the proroga-
tion of Parliament was not for any 
“improper purpose.”

He told the 11 judges that any 
attempt to call Mr Johnson to give 
evidence in court would have been 
“resisted like fury.”

The supreme court is hear-
ing appeals for two separate legal 
challenges over the prorogation of 
Parliament that produced different 
outcomes in English and Scottish 
courts.
Morning Star 
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Post-Climate Strike forum calls 
the left cooperation on placing 
Climate Strike on May 1
Daniel Fisher

Following the massive climate strikes on September 20 the Maritime 
Branch of the Communist Party of Australia (CPA) hosted a public forum 
in the offi ces of the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) titled Striking to 
win a Just Transition for all workers. This forum had Paul Keating (Deputy 
Secretary of the Sydney branch of MUA) and Lee Rhiannon (former NSW 
Greens senator) as panellists to lead a discussion on how the environmen-
tal and union movements can unite to escalate the struggle for action on 
climate change and for progressive change. 

This meeting had over 20 activists in attendance from the CPA, the Greens, 
and the broad left. The rich discussion of this forum led to the conclusion that 
escalated political strikes and general strikes will be essential to win urgent action 
on climate change and material wins for the working class. Specifi cally, it con-
cluded that extremely signifi cant potential exists for the next climate strike to be 
placed on May 1, the International Workers Day. The school climate strike move-
ment, inspired by the lone climate strikes of Greta Thunberg that began just over 
a year ago, has chosen Fridays as the day of the week where school climate strike 
actions have taken place. May 1, 2020, happens to fall on a Friday.

This forum included reports on the work being done by the MUA, the union 
more broadly, and the environmental movements on creating just transition 
policy frameworks to create well paid, secure, ongoing, and unionised jobs in 
emerging industries. An example of this is the advocacy by the MUA for the 
development of offshore wind-power infrastructure. It also noted how the MUA 
had won a 30-hour work week with full-time pay for its members in the ports, 
and that shorter working weeks are needed for both climate action and boosting 
employment.

It also included discussions on the need for the left to advocate for job creation 
and protection and for the power of fi nance to determine where capital is allocated 
to be abolished. It also touched on the need for showing political leadership in 
making and winning the political arguments with rank and fi le trade union mem-
bers about the need to fi ght for just transitions out of dying industries to ones that 
promote dignity, jobs, and the continuing existence of long-standing communities 
that might otherwise be decimated by an unplanned exit. The meeting also noted 
that coal mining companies have themselves been the most active destroyers of 
jobs that there is, with relentless pushes towards total automation of mines. 

The forum observed that the “rediscovery” of the tactics of working-class 
struggle; specifi cally of collective action, strikes, and walk-offs by upcoming 
generations of students and workers is a very positive development. The climate 
strikes which saw 300,000 people rally nationwide have grown into a mass move-
ment and constitute the largest protest action in Australia since the 2003 anti-war 
protests in the lead up to the Iraq war. The defeat of these anti-war protests disil-
lusioned an entire generation of people on the potential power of collective action 
and protest. A key factor in the defeat of the last massive mobilisations was the 
failure to escalate beyond mass street protests. Fundamentally, it is essential for 
communists to remember that nothing that the working class has won has been 
gained by asking nicely; it has always been through bitter and united struggle.

There is signifi cant potential to further escalate this growing movement for 
climate action. An important responsibility lies upon the left to not allow this 
mass movement and political moment to be squandered and demobilised. A May 
1 climate strike would powerfully highlight that climate change is a working-class 
issue. It would be a symbol of the unifi cation of the working class and environ-
mental movements, it would create political space to discredit liberal “green capi-
talism” and demonstrate that real action on climate change can only be won when 
guided by a socialist agenda. It will only be possible to attain a May 1 Climate 
strike by cooperating with activists and the broader left to win both unions and 
high-school students to this position. Both movements stand to make enormous 
gains from working with each other. This year saw maritime and construction 
workers in Sydney strike on May 1 for the fi rst time in decades. This is an impor-
tant precedent that makes a May 1 climate strike far more achievable then would 
otherwise be possible

At the conclusion of the post-climate strike forum a motion was put to the 
fl oor and passed unanimously calling for a May 1 Climate strike and for organi-
sations and groups of the left to cooperate in pushing to build a movement of 
workers and students to make Friday May 1, 2020, the date of the next climate 
strike. 

It isn’t a protest; it is a strike
Vinnie Molina

I was encouraged by reading and 
listening to the young people who 
participated in the climate strike 
last Friday September 20 with 
clear messages like “this is not a 
protest; it is a strike.”

It was a source of pride to see so 
many of our CPA comrades having 
actively prepared banners and plac-
ards to join millions around the 
world. Over 300,000 in Australia 

alone marched demanding action 
on climate change. Our Party has a 
clear message: socialism or perish, 
planet or death. The Guardian issue 
with the exclusive poster in the 
centre pages was well received and, 
in most cities, sold out.

The CPA campaigns for the 
many workers toiling for exces-
sive hours, often unpaid, to have a 
shorter working week with no loss 
of pay. 

We campaign for a just 

transition for workers into a green 
economy that not just saves the 
planet but fi nally rids us of capital-
ism to a socialist system that works 
for the people and the environment.

Some politicians shamefully 
said young students should not miss 
school to protest but instead rally 
on weekends. These young people 
knew instinctively to strike and 
exercise their power to withdraw 
from study. Many missed impor-
tant exams to take action to strike 

to save the planet. They have done 
exactly what working people have 
done all along to achieve anything 
from the bourgeoisie, hitting the 
streets to demand solutions and 
change. 

All those who chose to stay 
home, go to school or work need an 
education which can only be learnt 
with the masses out there on the 
streets. Real change requires organi-
sation and action. Climate justice 
is a class issue which the trade 

union movement needs to embrace, 
not just to save the environment, 
but also for the destruction of the 
greedy system of capital.

All party members have a 
responsibility to be out there lead-
ing and joining with the masses. As 
the 13th Congress calls on all of us: 
take the party to the people!
Vinnie Molina is President of the 
CPA 
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Iran warns of war
Iran has warned the US that 
any aggression will be met 
with an immediate response, as 
Washington continues to insist the 
nation was responsible for mis-
siles fi red at a Saudi oil refi nery.

Tehran dismissed claims by 
President Donald Trump and 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
that Iran had been involved in the 
attack on Saturday, which had 
caused a partial halt in crude and 
gas production from the world’s top 
oil exporter.

Iran responded to the claims in 
a note sent to Washington via the 
Swiss embassy in Tehran, Iranian 
television reported. It warned that 
any US action would be met with an 
immediate response which would 

not be limited to the source of the 
act of aggression.

Early Thursday morn-
ing, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif went fur-
ther, saying that any attack on his 
country by the US or its Gulf allies 
would result in “all-out war.” He 
appeared to be responding to com-
ments by Pompeo that the drone 
attack in Saudi Arabia amounted to 
an “act of war” by Iran.

“I am making a very serious 
statement that we don’t want to 
engage in a military confrontation,” 
Zarif told CNN. “But we won’t 
blink to defend our territory.”

He also said that sanctions 
placed on Iran by the US after the 
latter pulled out of the nuclear deal 

would need to be lifted in order for 
any negotiations to take place.

Yemeni armed forces claimed to 
have conducted the large-scale oper-
ation against Saudi Arabia’s Aramco 
oil installations in response to the 
Saudi-led war on their country.

A Saudi-led bombing campaign 
in Yemen, which began in March 
2015, has been backed by US mili-
tary hardware and tactical support. 
Along with an illegal blockade 
of the port of Hodeida, it has left 
Yemen on the brink of the world’s 
worst famine in a century.

UNICEF has warned that 
Yemen presents the largest humani-
tarian crisis in the world. More than 
24 million people – some 80 percent 
of its population – are in need of 

humanitarian assistance, including 
more than 12 million children.

Yemen’s Houthi Ansarullah 
movement immediately took credit 
for the attacks. But Trump said the 
US was “locked and loaded” for a 
response against Iran at the behest 
of Saudi Arabia.

Iran’s Defence Minister, 
Brigadier General Amir Hatami, 
insisted today that the Yemeni 
attacks on the Saudi oil facilities 
were a legitimate act of self-defence 
by Yemen.

“It’s pretty clear: there has been 
a confl ict between two countries 
[Yemen and Saudi Arabia]. One 
party to the confl ict is the Yemenis, 
who have said explicitly that they 
have done this,” he said.

In the United Arab Emirates to 
pull that country into the US-Saudi 
coalition, Pompeo tweeted: “The 
US stands with #SaudiArabia and 
supports its right to defend itself. 
The Iranian regime’s threatening 
behaviour will not be tolerated.”

So far, Trump has been non-
committal about taking specifi c 
military action. He and another 
ally, British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, have continued to talk 
about the need for a joint “diplo-
matic response.”
Morning Star 

How much is health worth 
under capitalism?
Laura Duggan

IRELAND: In the United States, uproar 
has surrounded the rolling back of access to 
reproductive health, in Britain thousands 
of women missed breast cancer screen-
ings because of a technical hitch, and in 
Ireland we are still witnessing the fall-out 
from the cervical cancer screening deba-
cle – each the result of policies that have 
reduced women’s health and well-being to 
secondary concerns of cost management 
and profi t margins.

Dr Gabriel Sally’s supplementary report on 
the Cervical Check scandal pointed out that the 
emphasis on quality assurance dropped from 
25 percent in the 2008 tender process to 15 per 
cent in 2012. Meanwhile the importance of the 
cost of services increased from 20 percent to 
40 percent in the same period. Cervical Check 
is still sending smear samples for testing to lab-
oratories in the United States – the same ones 
that are at the centre of the scandal – because 
the price remains right.

Each of these scandals, shocking in isola-
tion, is only the tip of the iceberg. The missed 
breast screenings, the push back on abortion 
and Cervical Check have made it into public 
discourse only because they affected “middle-
class” women as well.

This is not to ignore the women wronged 
by the Cervical Check scandal, many of whom 
have put tremendous effort into raising aware-
ness of the importance of cervical cancer 
screenings and HPV vaccines, in the hope of 
protecting others. But it must be noted that 
while this scandal is deemed a horrifi c anom-
aly, the substantially worse health outcome and 
higher maternal and infant mortality rates of 
women from marginalised groups are regarded 
as business as usual.

In Britain, Black women have a risk of 
maternal death fi ve times higher than white 
women, and are more likely to die as a result 
of breast and cervical cancers. In the United 
States, Black people with diabetes are more 
likely than their white counterparts to become 
blind, to become amputees, to develop end-
stage kidney disease, and to die of the disease. 
Native American women’s maternal death rate 
remains three times that of white women.

In Ireland, infant mortality is three-and-
a-half times higher for the Traveller commu-
nity* than for non-Travellers. Traveller women 
are more than three times more likely to mis-
carry or have a stillborn child, and are three 
times more likely to be affected by depression, 
with one in three experiencing long-term ill-
ness. Traveller women die on average 12 years 
earlier than non-Travelling women, and have 
death rates that are three times higher.

While the mortality rates for women are 
generally lower than those for men, in these 
marginalised and vulnerable groups women 

are central to ensuring the continued health of 
their families and extended communities. The 
ill health of women in these groups tells of a 
more wide-reaching problem within these com-
munities and a failure of public health policies 
to safeguard or value their health.

None of these statistics are hidden: they 
are widely available, known, and repeated, 
but they are not considered scandalous. They 
are too run-of-the-mill, too expected. Racism, 
ethnic discrimination and stereotyping, as well 
as misogyny and sexism, all play a role in these 
worse health outcomes, and these prejudices 
allow the statistics to be normalised.

Consultations and research by NGOs and 
governmental bodies all agree: community-
centred and culturally relevant responses are 
needed to rectify the health disparity. Still, 
these services are often underfunded and not 
yet given priority. Government spending on 
Traveller education has fallen by 86 per cent 
since 2008; spending on accommodation for 
Travellers is down 85 percent, and health 
projects by 5.5 percent.

Death and morbidity have been reduced in 
specifi c Black and Native American commu-
nities in Britain and the United States where 
community health workers and anti-preju-
dice training for medical staff and community 
health centres that respect community practices 
are available. The impact of these services has 
been particularly pronounced for women in 
those populations; but these effects are limited. 
While the availability of medical care has a 

greater effect on the health status of vulnerable 
populations, such as racial or ethnic minorities, 
generally it explains only one small fraction of 
a more systemic problem.

The only long-lasting solution is the one 
pointed out by Pavee Point, the Traveller and 
Roma NGO, in its analysis: the correction of 
long-standing social and economic inequali-
ties for all socially and economically excluded 
groups within the working class. This is the 
only way to ensure long-lasting good health, 
physical and mental, in these groups.

Existing health policies are fi xated on treat-
ing ill health as it arises rather than preventing 
it in the fi rst place. But the old adage of pre-
vention being better than cure is what has moti-
vated the greatest leaps forward in medical and 
health care, like that of vaccinations.

Analysis of trends in the United States of 
Black–White inequality in economic and health 
status over the last fi fty years reveals that racial 
disparities in health are sensitive to changes in 
racial inequality infl uenced by economic cir-
cumstances. During the 1960s and early ‘70s 
the civil rights movement led to improvements 
in the political and economic situation of Black 
people. This led to a narrowing of the Black–
White gap in income but also had an equalising 
effect in regard to health and a decline in total 
mortality for Black people.

This equalising stalled in the mid-1970s, 
and then widened again in the early 1980s, as 
a result of the decimation of the civil rights 
movement by the US government. This gap 

continues to grow as a result of budget cuts 
in medical services, housing, and social wel-
fare, excused by the vilifi cation of poor Black 
people in the media. This decline was repeated 
in marginalised groups in Britain and Ireland 
as public spending priorities shifted towards 
privatisation.

Health is fundamental, and a public health 
system that places people fi rst and foremost, 
above the market, above profi t and trade deals, 
is essential. It is also achievable, as has been 
shown by the National Health Service in 
Britain and the Cuban health system. However, 
health is affected by more than just access to 
medical care: living conditions, decent work, 
social inclusion and community cohesion also 
play an essential role in the maintenance of the 
health of individuals and society. A capitalist 
society can only ever place a plaster over any 
of the problems leading to ill health, and only if 
these problems arise with enough force, in the 
privileged segments of society.

The battle for a world where every person 
is equally valuable, a world where each person 
will have the same chance of a healthy and 
happy life, can feel like a daunting task. It 
is nevertheless one that we must fi ght on all 
fronts, because if we don’t the health and 
wealth of a few will be secured at the cost of 
those they deem expendable.
*A traditionally itinerant ethnic group
Socialist Voice 



Guardian September 25, 2019  9International

Rethink by 
Germany’s Left Party
John Wojcik

BERLIN: Sharp gains early 
this month for the neo-fascist 
Alternative for Germany 
(AfD) party in the eastern 
German states of Saxony and 
Brandenburg, coupled with fall-
ing support in both states for the 
Left Party, Die Linke, have the 
German left more worried than 
they have been in a long time. In 
both states, the extreme right AfD 
managed to rake in about 25 per-
cent of the vote, the highest totals 
ever for that extremist party in 
any German state elections.

Saxony, whose capital is 
Dresden, has been ruled by a “Black-
Red” so-called “Grand Coalition” of 
the Christian Democratic and Social 
Democratic Parties. (Black and red 
are the offi cial colours of those par-
ties, respectively.) The election 
results have put an end to the pos-
sibility of that coalition continuing.

The Christian Democrats will 
have to select a third party in order 
to form a new governing coalition, 
and those talks are still underway. 
Since they have sworn never to form 
a coalition with either the AfD or 
Die Linke, their only viable choice 
to bring them a majority is the Green 
Party. The expectation then is that 
within days the new ruling coali-
tion in Saxony will be a Black-Red-
Green coalition. The bright side for 
the entire centre and left, of course, 
is that despite its large vote, the AfD 
will be kept out of the government 
in Saxony.

Brandenburg, the state that 
completely surrounds but does not 
include Berlin, has been ruled by 
a Red-Red coalition of the Social 
Democrats (SPD) and Die Linke. 
The increased vote for the AfD there 
may well spell the end of Die Linke’s 
participation entirely in the new gov-
ernment in that state.

The SPD, by joining with Die 
Linke, has had a solid majority in 
Brandenburg. It can form a major-
ity now by bringing the Greens into 
the current Red-Red coalition but 
that would give it a majority of just 
one vote. If it brings the Christian 
Democrats into the government, 
instead of the Greens, it can rule 
with just the Christian Democrats, 
ending any left pressure it now 
feels governing with Die Linke. 
Given the Social Democratic his-
tory of selling out left-wing princi-
ples almost whenever it can, this is 
a strong possibility.

The next round of German elec-
tions on October 27 is in Thuringia, 
where, as the party with a plurality 
of the votes, Die Linke leads a coali-
tion of itself, the Social Democrats, 
and the Greens. Because it was the 
biggest vote getter in Thuringia 
four years ago, Die Linke currently 

holds the presidency in Thuringia, 
with Bodo Ramelow occupying that 
position.

Thuringia has a history of being 
governed by left-wing coalitions 
going all the way back to the days 
of the Weimar Republic of the 1920s 
when a coalition of the Communist 
Party of Germany and the Social 
Democrats was in place there. The 
SPD government in Berlin stepped 
in and removed the socialist lead-
ership in Thuringia at that time 
because it opposed coalitions with 
Communists, causing that coali-
tion to collapse. The resulting disu-
nity in Thuringia and in many other 
German states contributed to the rise 
of Hitler’s Nazis.

While the left is hoping 
Ramelow can hold on with his 
coalition in Thuringia on October 
27, many in Die Linke have not 
always been happy with his posi-
tions. He frequently condemns the 
former socialist German Democratic 
Republic in what they say is an 
overly enthusiastic attempt to dilute 
right-wing critics who connect Die 
Linke to the GDR.

Ramelow has also hinted he 
would not mind possible compro-
mise on Die Linke’s fi rm opposition 
to German troops being stationed 
abroad if such compromise were 

needed to bring Die Linke into a 
national governing coalition.

There is no denying, however, 
that on a national level, Die Linke is 
in the midst of seriously re-examin-
ing its strategy. History dictates that 
it cannot do otherwise. In the party’s 
early years soon after German reuni-
fi cation, it was racking up close to if 
not more than 40 percent of the vote 
in some east German states, states 
that were part of the old GDR. Those 
totals are down around 10 percent in 
many of those same areas today.

Offi cially, Bernd Riexinger, the 
party’s co-president, is downplaying 
the losses, according to a People’s 
World source who spoke directly 
with him about the dismal results. 
Riexinger is saying, according to the 
source, that there have been losses 
in the east but that they are mainly 
due to the dying out of the “old faith-
ful,” people who supported the old 
ruling Socialist Unity Party of the 
GDR. That party, when the Berlin 
Wall came down, became the Party 
for Democratic Socialism and later 
when it combined with other leftists 
in what had been West Germany, it 
became Die Linke. Riexinger told 
our source that the losses in the east 
were being made up by gains in the 
west where the party, he says, is 
attracting more younger members.

In some places, at least, 
Riexinger has a point. In Bremen in 
western Germany earlier this year, 
gains by Die Linke led to the crea-
tion of a Red-Red-Green coalition 
there. Three years ago, gains for Die 
Linke in what was once West Berlin 
also resulted in a similar coalition 
government for the entire capital 
city.

Katja Kipping, Die Linke’s co-
chair, was not as positive in her 
assessment of the losses. At Die 
Linke headquarters here last week, 
she was asked for her assessment. 
“It’s a catastrophe,” she said, but she 
cautioned that it is not yet time for 

a “schlachtschussel.” Translated, it 
means a shakeup that happens after 
a slaughter!

The current Die Linke leadership 
has been in power for eight years, 
and the party is slated to hold inter-
nal elections at its convention next 
spring. At that time, a schlachtschus-
sel is a distinct possibility, especially 
if things go bad in Thuringia at the 
end of this month.

Sahra Wagenknecht, the co-
leader of Die Linke’s parliamentary 
fraction, was saying some months 
ago that she intended to quit. This 
was after the failure of Aufstehen, a 
movement she founded, to get off the 
ground. It was intended to reach out 
to working-class voters who want an 
avenue other than “traditional” polit-
ical parties to express their disgust 
with the establishment. Aufstehen 
did not put the same emphasis on 
support for immigrants that Die 
Linke has always expressed. It was 
Wagenknecht’s hope that this would 
make it more appealing to some 
voters. The new movement failed to 
go anywhere.

Wagenknecht has now pulled 
back on her announcement to quit, 
and it appears she is planning to 
stay on. She leads the parliamentary 
group along with co-chair Dietmar 
Bartsch.

Advisory groups that help for-
mulate ideas to reverse Die Linke’s 
drop in the polls have been meeting 
around the country. On Thursday of 
last week, one such group met in 
Berlin.

One of the concerns raised there, 
according to a leading member who 
attended the meeting and spoke with 
People’s World afterward, was that 
the party has to re-orient itself more 
to the working class. The party has 
to be seen, he said, as the fi rst and 
strongest fi ghter for wages, work-
ing conditions, rights on the job, and 
other things workers are concerned 
about.

“People want to see Die Linke 
on the picket lines and in sup-
port of strikes when they happen,” 
the source said. Among the issues 
that attendees argued have to be 
addressed is that the party leadership 
has to be more willing to talk about 
socialism as the long-term goal. 
People at the meeting used the exam-
ple of Senator Bernie Sanders in the 
US, who they said has been una-
fraid to raise the issue of socialism. 
They said that mentioning socialism 
has strengthened, not weakened, the 
Sanders campaign.

Others said the issue of the GDR 
has to be handled differently. The 
right wing continually tries to tie 
Die Linke to the GDR. Instead of 
running away from the GDR, said 
people at the meeting, Die Linke 
should present a more balanced 
approach, pointing out gains that had 
been made by that country.

One person said that if Finland is 
unafraid to say it has adopted its edu-
cation system from the GDR model, 
Die Linke should be less afraid too.

On immigration, it was widely 
felt that compromise is needed and 
that Die Linke has to do more than 
just welcome unlimited amounts 
of immigrants regardless of from 
where or how they come. The 
feeling was that there has to be a 
stepped-up fi ght for workers’ rights 
all over the world and that freedom 
for people to move is not always the 
same as capital’s aim of a mobile 
working-class that can be shifted 
and exploited at will.

Another suggestion was a new 
stress by Die Linke all over the coun-
try on curbing rents and the costs of 
housing. This has happened in Berlin 
with a great deal of success.

In Berlin, in fact, Die Linke has 
called for the takeover of the nation’s 
biggest real estate mogul, Deutsche 
Wohnen.
People’s World 
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China’s great achievements 
in people’s health
With the largest population in the world, 
China has made signifi cant advances in 
people’s health. Under the guidance of the 
Communist Party of China the average life 
expectance has greatly improved. In the 
early 1950s life expectancy was less than 45 
years, by 1995, China’s life expectancy sur-
passed 70 years and it is now 76-79 years. 
(Data from the medical journal Lancet Vol 
4, September 2019.)

In 2016 the Chinese government held its 
highest level national health conference and 
subsequently announced the outline of the 
Healthy China 2030 Plan. Health has been 
elevated to a new height in China, President 
Xi Jinping put the good health of all Chinese 
people as the prerequisite for a moderately 
prosperous society. Health is to be included in 
all policy making.

The State Council of China’s document 
lists 15 suggested actions, all advocating dis-
ease prevention: health knowledge extension, 
healthy eating, increasing physical activities, 
stronger tobacco control, promoting improved 

mental health, improving environmental con-
ditions, protecting maternal and infant health, 
promoting health of school attendants, ensur-
ing occupational health, promoting health of 
the elderly, preventing cardiovascular diseases, 
preventing cancer diseases, preventing chronic 
respiratory system diseases, preventing dia-
betes, and preventing endemic and infectious 
diseases.

While China still has a long way to go they 
have made signifi cant improvements such as; 
electric trackless trams in major cities, many 
more electric cars on the streets, electric bat-
tery-operated waste trucks, battery operated 
street sweepers, and have built huge solar, 
windfarms and hydro generation around the 
country reducing dependency on coal.

Len Lean
SA

Super amnesty 
whitewashes decades 
of corporate theft

The Morrison government has reintro-
duced a bill to provide an amnesty for all 
theft of superannuation since the fi rst day 
of the superannuation system. The amnesty 
provides a period of two years for employ-
ers to disclose any theft of superannuation 
for which they can then avoid any kind of 
sanction.

Industry Super Australia has previously 
reported that workers are losing $5.9 billion 
in super every year to theft. The government 
has previously claimed that this amnesty would 
recoup $200 million of this in total, covering a 
period of more than 27 years. Adding up to less 
than 3 percent of just one year of stolen super.

Superannuation is a basic workplace right 
and we know that theft of super is systemic. 
Choosing to let employers off the hook rather 
than increase penalties and enforcement for 
this massive theft shows what side of this issue 
the government is on.

This amnesty will not recover the billions 
which have been stolen from workers since 
the beginning of the superannuation system. 
It’s a farce set up by a government obsessed 
with helping business fi nd new ways to exploit 
workers.

In a week where Alan Joyce is taking home 
275 times the pay of the average worker, the 
government is letting dodgy bosses get away 
with stealing from workers’ super. All workers 

should have an easily accessible mechanism to 
enforce unpaid wages and entitlements, includ-
ing super.

If the Morrison government was serious 
about ending theft of superannuation it would 
increase enforcement, penalties, and allow 
unions back into workplaces to inspect pay 
records and to initiate recovery action against 
employers.

This amnesty is an insult to all Australian 
workers and yet another demonstration of the 
Morrison government’s commitment to its 
business backers.

Scott Connolly
ACTU assistant secretary

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
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Victor Grossman

BERLIN: On August 24, the 
famed Berliner Philharmoniker 
(the Berlin Philharmonic), led 
by their new conductor Kirill 
Petrenko, 47, offered an amazing 
performance of Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony at Brandenburg Gate, 
with an audience of at least 30,000 
music-lovers standing – free of 
charge – in the wide adjoining 
boulevard in Tiergarten, Berlin’s 
main central park.

Petrenko, elected by the orches-
tra (its usual custom), replaced Sir 
Simon Rattle, who is retiring. The 
preparations for this concert, with all 
the many screens and amps, lasted 
for two whole years. From all I’ve 
heard, the giant outdoor audience 
and the far bigger TV audience 
(including me) were deeply moved 
and very, very grateful for the music, 
the surroundings, and the admirable 
new conductor. And the words sung 
in the fi nal movement by the big 
chorus were as eloquent as ever in 

their “Ode to Joy” in solidarity of all 
people, worldwide, defying all dif-
ferences of class or nationality.

Five days later another event, 
though indoors and therefore far, far 
smaller in size, was also extremely 
moving for the nearly 500 people 
who fi lled the Babylon cinema thea-
tre on Rosa Luxemburg Platz in the 
centre of East Berlin.

It was a film, coincidentally 
called The New Babylon, that pre-
miered in Leningrad in 1929, cre-
ated by two young directors, Grigori 
Kozintsev, 24, and Leonid Trauberg, 
27, to tell the story of the Paris 
Commune of 1871. They were lucky 
in fi nding a young musician, only 
22, who still made a living playing 
piano for the silent fi lms of the day 
and was just embarking on his musi-
cal career: Dmitri Shostakovich.

The film’s style was based 
on their avant-garde Factory of 
Eccentric Actors (FEKS), which 
broke with all traditions of the day 
and created a dadaistic mixture of 
dance, theatre, fi lm, circus, music 

hall, and opera. With its many excit-
ing dance scenes and back-and-
forth editing, this fi lm satirised the 
crooked, corrupt bourgeois atmos-
phere of a Parisian department store 
called “The New Babylon.” The fi lm 
showed it getting hit after the severe 
military defeat by the Prussians and 
the betrayal by the new French gov-
ernment, and fi nally the 72-day-long 
revolution which was drowned in the 
blood of over 30,000 victims.

A tragic love story weaves its 
way through the history, and the 
music follows every twist and turn 
with wit, sarcasm, emotion, and 
quotes from can-can music, the rev-
olutionary songs “Carmagnole” and 
the “Marseillaise,” all timed amaz-
ingly closely to the action.

Its fascinating modernity – both 
the silent fi lm and the music – were a 
little bit too much for the critics and 
authorities of the day, in Moscow but 
also in Berlin and Switzerland, and 
the fi lm was largely lost and forgot-
ten. Its fragments had to be painstak-
ingly pieced together again and fi tted 

exactly to the newly rediscovered 
Shostakovich score.

This was played wonderfully by 
the little Babylon Orchestra Berlin 
(directed by Brazilian-born Marcelo 
Falcão), which now accompanies a 
number of silent fi lm masterpieces 
in the handsome theatre. Despite the 
tragic ending, the audience was not 
only deeply moved but then jubilant. 
(Complete disclosure: The theatre 
manager is my son!)

This fi lm and the music by both 
Beethoven and Shostakovich were 
revolutionary in spirit, and both 
found enthusiastic audiences. The 
months ahead will show how many 
and to what degree traces of such a 
spirit will somehow fi nd their way 
into the Berlin and German political 
scenes.

A few samples have been reg-
istered: Many demonstrations on 
environmental rescue operations, 
including those of the kids on Friday 
afternoons, also the far smaller but 
certainly as important rallies to mark 
the beginning of World War II just 80 

years ago, in September 1939, with 
demands for an end to nuclear weap-
ons build up, war games and war-
mongering, and, even smaller but 
equally determined, solidarity meet-
ings near the US embassy to demand 
freedom for the Indian leader 
Leonard Peltier, 75, imprisoned since 
1977, for the African-American jour-
nalist and writer Mumia Abu-Jamal, 
65, imprisoned since 1986 on a sim-
ilar frame-up charge, and Sundiata 
Acoli, 82, a lesser-known Black 
Panther prisoner, who has also been 
jailed since 1974, with many years in 
solitary confi nement.

Enthusiasm is vitally necessary 
in all these causes, with or without 
musical accompaniment.

Germany will be facing many 
a weighty decision, to great effect 
in all Europe and the world. Let us 
hope for an occasional success. From 
my long-time outpost in Berlin, I’ll 
try my best to keep People’s World 
readers informed.
People’s World 
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Emile Schepers

Some people had the wistful thought that 
the departure of John Bolton as Trump’s 
National Security Advisory would cause an 
easing of the wacky aggressiveness of cur-
rent US foreign policy.

Alas, no.
Trump quickly clarifi ed that whatever his 

disagreements with Bolton actually had been, 
he has no intention of letting up the pressure 
on Venezuela, or on Cuba either. And the news 
this past week bears this out in frightening 
ways.

On Thursday, the United States got the 
Organisation of American States to invoke the 
Inter American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance 
against Venezuela, a move that could actu-
ally lead to an armed invasion of the oil-rich 
country.

This treaty, also called the Rio Pact because 
it was signed in that Brazilian city in 1947, is 
a Cold War relic that the United States had 
used to coordinate its anti-Cuba policies since 
the Cuban Revolution of January 1, 1959. Its 
membership includes the United States, Haiti, 
and all the Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking 
Latin American countries in the Americas 
except Bolivia, Cuba, Ecuador, Nicaragua, 
and Mexico. Venezuela had withdrawn from 
it in 2013, but in July of 2019, the Venezuelan 
National Assembly, in opposition to the elected 
President Nicolás Maduro, had re-joined. The 
Venezuelan right wanted the Rio Pact invoked 
under the pretext that the Russian Federation 
has been giving some support to Maduro’s 
government.

Of the member countries of the 
Organisation of American States who are 
signed onto the Rio Pact, eleven plus the 
Juan Guaidó group in the National Assembly, 
claiming to be the real Venezuelan govern-
ment, supported its invocation. All of these are 
right-centre, right-wing, or ultra-right govern-
ments, in several cases anti-democratic and 
hugely corrupt. They are Chile, Colombia, 
Argentina, Brazil, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Honduras, Paraguay, the Dominican 
Republic, and the United States.

The wording of the invocation of the 
treaty was bizarre; it was, the United States 
said, intended to “defend” Venezuela. What 
the US meant by this was that supposedly the 
Maduro government is illegitimate and the US 
pet, National Assembly head Juan Guaidó, 
is the legitimate president. But all the efforts 
to remove Maduro, who was legally elected 
president in 2013 and re-elected since, have 
so far failed, largely because the forces behind 
Guaidó simply don’t have the support of the 
majority of the Venezuelan people.

Besides the United States, the main moving 
force behind the new push to overthrow the 
Venezuelan government and the invocation of 
the Rio Pact is the government of neighbour-
ing Colombia, headed by right-wing extremist 
President Ivan Duque Márquez, and Duque’s 
close ally, former president Alvaro Uribe. 
Duque, Uribe, and the right-wing and criminal 

groups with which they are closely allied, are 
trying to undo the peace treaty between the 
Colombian government and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s Army, or 
FARC-EP.

This treaty, signed in 2017, gave promise 
of ending fi ve decades of bloody war in this 
very violent country. Its approval was achieved 
through the mediation of socialist Cuba, 
Bolivarian Venezuela, and the government of 
Norway. The FARC-EP agreed to lay down its 
arms while the government of then President 
Juan Manuel Santos, agreed to disarm right-
wing paramilitary terrorist groups and adhere 
to a program of social and economic reforms 
designed to help poor rural people. Among 
other things, the rural poor were to be weaned 
off growing coca leaf by a program of crop 
substitution.

With many glitches, the peace process 
seemed to be going pretty well at the time that 
Duque was inaugurated in August 2018. Since 
then, a hellish situation has developed, with at 
least 500 peasant, labour, and leftist leaders 
and activists murdered for their political work.

In that context, Ivan Márquez, leader of an 
important section of the FARC-EP, announced 
at the end of August that because of Duque’s 
failure to live up to the terms of the 2016 peace 
agreement, he and his comrades will once 
again take up arms. Although this announce-
ment came after horrifi c provocations from the 
right, and although it does not represent the 
views of the whole of the FARC-EP, it is being 
used by the United States and allies to go after 
Venezuela with the accusation that Maduro’s 
government is supporting the Márquez group.

The invocation of the Rio Pact repre-
sents a real danger of a shooting war between 
Colombia and Venezuela, whose relations have 
been extremely tense since the Duque govern-
ment supported the attempted Guaidó coup in 
February of this year. Guaidó was under a court 
order not to leave Venezuela, but it appears he 
was smuggled across the border by a criminal 
gang, “los Rastrojos”, on February 23.

The origins of los Rastrojos lie in the ultra-
violent far-right “Colombian Self Defence 
Forces” who were responsible for the murder 
of thousands of people before the peace pact 
was signed. The gang is also reputed to be 
involved in the drug trade, smuggling, extor-
tion, and assassinations.

Although Guaidó denied claims that 
he had coordinated with los Rastreros, his 
claims were undercut when a Colombian 
human rights activist, Wilfredo Canizares, of 
the Progresar Foundation, published photo-
graphs in which Guaidó is shown in chummy 
togetherness with two top leaders of the gang. 
According to Canizares, los Rastrojos deliv-
ered Guaidó from the border to a soccer fi eld 
where he was greeted by Colombian govern-
ment offi cials.

What could happen now? Under the terms 
of the Rio Pact, there is a possibility that 
Colombia sends troops into Venezuela, with 
the backing of the United States. Or the United 
States could decide to intercept tankers car-
rying Venezuelan oil on the high seas, under 
the pretext that they are violating trade sanc-
tions which the United States has unilaterally 
imposed on the oil-rich country.

For this reason, a number of Latin 

American countries and organizations issued 
sharply worded condemnations of the invo-
cation of the Rio Pact. Mexican Foreign 
Minister Marcelo Ebrard pointed out that the 
invocation of the pact would open up the pos-
sibility of an armed intervention in Venezuela, 
“but later it could be any country besides 
Venezuela.” Mexico left the Rio Pact in 2002 
and has not joined into the anti-Venezuela 
movement.

Cuba, which left the pact soon after its 
1959 Revolution, also denounced the deci-
sion. A statement from the Cuban Foreign 
Ministry called the action “shameful,” and 
added:

“To invoke the [Rio Pact] which the United 
States has used to justify military interventions 
and aggressions in the region, which have 
caused so much pain and death to the Latin 
Americans and Caribbean people, is a deliber-
ate attempt to provoke a situation which could 
lead to the use of force to overthrow the legiti-
mate government of President Maduro, in open 
opposition to the principles of international law 
and the proclamation of Latin America and the 
Caribbean as a zone of peace.”

Uruguay and Nicaragua also condemned 
the invocation of the Rio Pact, as did a number 
of non-government organisations and even 
some opposition fi gures in Venezuela.

Negotiations between the Venezuelan gov-
ernment and some opposition leaders are con-
tinuing, but Guaidó has declared them dead 
and appears to be relying entirely on the Trump 
administration and right-wing Latin American 
governments to advance his plans.
People’s World 

“Rio Pact” 
means war danger

The Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro.
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Cuban reform

Overcoming the separation 
of economics and politics
WT Whitney

July 26 is Cuba’s National Day of 
Rebellion. Speaking in Bayamo on that 
day this year, President Miguel Díaz–Canel 
honoured rebels led by Fidel Castro who 
on that day in 1953 attacked military 
installations of the Batista dictatorship. He 
outlined current economic challenges and 
political tasks that lie ahead.

Economic problems weigh heavily. Cuba’s 
people continue to face shortages and their 
incomes remain low, despite recent pay rises. 
The government’s foreign debt is growing, 
and access to credit is limited. Cuba is overly 
dependent on food imports despite land tenure 
reforms. The US economic blockade targets 
foreign investors through implementation for 
the fi rst time of Title III of the 1996 Helms-
Burton Law.

As explained by Díaz-Canel, “The 
Revolution now needs us to unleash a great 
battle for our defence and economy so we can 
break the enemy’s plan to destroy and asphyxi-
ate us.”

But the Revolution requires also that “we 
strengthen spirituality in our people, plus civil-
ity, decency, solidarity, social discipline, and 
a sense of public service ... There will be no 
long-lasting progress if the social fabric breaks 
down morally.” He portrayed the 1953 rebels 
as fi ghting more with “moral authority than 
[with] weapons.” He praised the Cuban people 
for “their moral reserves and aspirations for 
growth with beauty.”

The Cuban president was reminding 
Cubans of resources at their disposal as they 
defend their Revolution. He outlined a mode 
of political struggle fi t for both solving eco-
nomic problems and dealing with political 
imperatives.

Political theorist Ellen Meiksins Wood 
explained what’s at stake: “There is perhaps 
no greater obstacle to socialist practice than 
the separation of economic and political strug-
gles which has typifi ed modern working-class 
movements. ... The tenacity of working-class 
‘economism’, however, derives precisely from 
its correspondence to the realities of capital-
ism and the ways in which capitalist appro-
priation and exploitation actually do divide 
the arenas of economic and political action ... 
This ‘structural’ separation may, indeed, be the 
most effective defence mechanism available 
to capital.”

What follows is, fi rst, a look at historical 
instances of fi xation on economics harmful to 
the working class and following that, explo-
ration of the potential for revolutionary poli-
tics to determine what happens economically 
in Cuba.

The term “economism” has been used 
since Lenin’s time to characterise a situation 
of political prerogatives losing out to economic 
ones and of trouble for the working class on 
that account. Economism shows up under the 
auspices of either capitalists or working-class 
movements, but damage at the hands of capi-
talists is extreme.

Argentinean political commentator Atilio 

Borón stated recently that capitalists, these 
“economic materialists,” employ “an aborted 
incomplete, deformed kind of Marxism.” They 
absorbed, he says, “only one part of our argu-
ment, the one emphasising the decisive impor-
tance of economic factors in the structuring of 
social life.” Theirs is a “crude sort of econo-
mism. It makes sure that what’s good or evil in 
society is measured strictly according to eco-
nomic data.”

That’s clear from the history of white 
supremacy in the United States, for instance. 
The pre-Civil War economic fortunes of 
both South and North rested on profi t and 
credit owing to slavery. Slavery ended and 
Reconstruction led to institutional reforms. But 
as noted by historian Vincent Harding (There 
was a River, 1983), “federal authorities took 
care” to see that such reforms “would not be 
revolutionary.” Those in charge, custodians of 
wealth in North and South, remained in place 
after Reconstruction. Their heirs do now, as 
does racial oppression.

In his 1902 book What Is To Be Done? 
Lenin points out that when working-class lead-
ers abandoned political work because of con-
centration on economic demands, many worker 
organisations dropped out of the struggle to 
remove the Tsar’s government. Gaining state 
power was no longer on their agenda. Political 
leadership fell into the hands of the liberal 
bourgeoisie. Lenin, responding, called for a 
political party with expertise and will enough 
to make the revolution. That party, of course, 
was the Bolshevik Party, which Lenin led until 
his death in 1924.

Scholar and intellectual WEB Du Bois 
described another version of economism in his 
essay “The Souls of White Folk.” It appeared 
in fi nal form in 1920. Du Bois shows how the 
imperialism unleashed by the European powers 
(and by implication the United States) prefer-
entially affl icts the world’s brown and black 
peoples. The imperialists took pains to blot out 
any temptation by the European white work-
ing classes to extend solidarity to workers in 
the colonies.

Du Bois maintains that Europe had to fi nd 
“a way out of long-pressing diffi culties,” spe-
cifi cally that “subjection of the white working 
classes cannot much longer be maintained.” 
The remedy “lies in the exploitation of darker 
peoples. It is here that the golden hand beck-
ons. Here are no labour unions or votes or 
questioning onlookers or inconvenient con-
sciences.” The profi t goes “not simply to the 
very rich, but to the middle class and to the 
labourers.” Indeed, “High wages in the United 
States and England might be the skilfully 
manipulated result of slavery in Africa and of 
peonage in Asia.”

Bribery thus became the means to per-
suade US and European workers to refrain 
from defending fellow workers elsewhere in 
the world. Anti-imperialist agitation was off 
limits. The pill was easy to swallow, courtesy 
of the emerging welfare state.

Cuba’s enemies perhaps look forward to 
prioritisation there of economic solutions over 
revolutionary politics. The future they envi-
sion might be one of middle-roaders in charge 
and of evolution toward a version of social 
democracy.

Presently Cuba’s socialist revolution is on 
course. State and society still work to fulfi l 
goals of social justice. And there is more. 
With his speech, the Cuban president created a 
vision of well-being, generosity, and solidarity 
aimed, as it seems, at promoting a culture of 
resistance. He speaks of intangibles like human 
values, justice, morality, and loyalty to a cause.

This line of thinking may be a uniquely 
Cuban contribution to the building of revolu-
tionary consciousness. Leaders like Jose Marti, 
Che Guevara, and Fidel Castro communicated 
messages of high purpose, generosity, solidar-
ity, and cultural enrichment that drew people 
into struggle. What they did, and what Díaz–
Canel is doing, is called leadership.

Here’s Jose Marti, master political organ-
iser, anti-imperialist, and national hero: 
“There’s an accumulation of essential truths 
that’s key to public peace, spiritual elevation, 
and the homeland’s greatness.” And, “People 

have to live in the peaceful, natural, and inevi-
table enjoyment of freedom the way they live 
in the enjoyment of air and light. (Maestros 
Ambulantes, 1884)

For Che Guevara (Socialism and Man in 
Cuba, 1965), the challenge is “to choose the 
correct instrument for mobilising the masses, 
and this instrument must be moral in charac-
ter ... [I]n moments of great peril, it is easy to 
muster a powerful response with moral incen-
tives. Retaining their effectiveness, however, 
requires the development of a consciousness 
in which there is a new scale of values. Society 
as a whole must be converted into a gigantic 
school.”

Or, as recalled by Fidel Castro: “I came to 
view abuse, injustice, and even the humiliation 
of a fellow man as unthinkable.” I developed 
“a certain set of ethical values ... A sense of 
personal dignity, honour, and duty forms the 
main foundation that enables people to acquire 
a political consciousness. This was espe-
cially so in my case.” (Fidel and Religion – 
Conversations with Frei Betto, 1985)

So Cuba is home to a politics that attends 
to material realities, to the changing phenom-
ena of social life. But it’s a politics also that 
articulates values and moral precepts. Some 
might say that those aspects, the concrete and 
the abstract, have to remain apart, like oil and 
water. True, Marxist thinking has no place for 
the idea that ethics and values descend from 
on high and exist unaltered for all time. And 
yet, conceived of as evolving within a vortex 
of confl ict and changing realities, they long ago 
entered into the fabric of Cuban anti-imperial-
ism and Cuban socialism.

Maybe in their synergism, these two 
aspects of political life in Cuba guarantee that 
revolutionary politics will prevail. Maybe this 
combination of two kinds of politics will fend 
off the siren song of “fi x the economy fi rst.” 
In the agricultural sphere, it’s called “hybrid 
vigour.”
People’s World 


