
Daniel Fisher

On September 20 in cities around Australia 
and the rest of the world, the second high 
school student-led climate strike for this 
year will occur. The previous student-strike 
on March 15 saw 1.4 million people take 
part worldwide. In Australia, there were 
massive rallies in the cities around the 
country, with over 20,000 participants in 
Sydney alone.

Students recognising the narrowness of 
their pre-election campaign demands are now 
calling for workers and adults to also go on 
strike to demand real action on climate change. 
Their demands are for one hundred percent 
renewable power by 2030, no new coal and 
gas, and for public funding for a just transition 
to a low carbon economy including the creation 
of abundant well-paying climate jobs.

The appearance of political mass strikes 
on the national stage is a deeply welcome and 
necessary development. Historically, political 
and general strikes have played an explosive 
role in the working class making rapid and 
lasting gains. Communists have a responsibil-
ity to play an active role in broadening the cli-
mate strikes to mobilise the working class to 
win new victories under the present conditions 
of climate crisis, high unemployment, wage 
repression, and growing widespread misery.

How do we achieve this? We must demand 
a thirty hour work week without any loss of 
pay. This demand must be a centrepiece of 
CPA contingents at strike rallies. We must also 
organise post-rally events to popularise this 
demand.

The growing climate crisis and the aus-
tere privations infl icted on the people both 
have a common origin in the capitalist mode 
of production; the wealthy elite has benefi ted 
from and is personally responsible for them. 
However, the last federal election exposed a 
deep division between the working class and 
the environmental movement. This division 
was exploited to the maximum by the con-
servative Liberal party and their big business 
friends to deliver a surprise defeat of the social-
democratic Australian Labour Party (ALP).

The shock election defeat of the ALP 
included swings against them in elector-
ates dominated by the working class such 
as in Western Sydney. The election cam-
paign saw instances of clashes between urban 

middle-class environmental activists and 
Queensland coal workers during the ill-con-
ceived stop Adani convoy. This highlights the 
wedge that presently exists between environ-
mentalists and workers on the question of jobs.

This wedge that we saw between environ-
ment and labour during the last federal elec-
tion is not inevitable. The potential power that 
can come from the unity of these movements 
is exemplifi ed best by the Green Bans pio-
neered by the Builders Labourers Federation 
in the 1970s that saved historic Sydney build-
ings and sites of ecological importance from 

development. The wedge we see now between 
the labour movement and environmental move-
ment has been deliberately created by the capi-
talist class over decades to fracture a dangerous 
threat to their profi ts.

Fundamentally socialists, environmental-
ists, and the left as a whole are disconnected 
from the working class. We are failing to make 
salient and concrete political demands that res-
onate with workers and point the way towards 
the transformation of society. It will not be pos-
sible to effectively respond to the global cli-
mate crisis without overcoming the artifi cial 

wedge between the environmental and labour 
movements.

We only have a small window of time left 
to act. The need for action is now if we are 
to prevent the worst-case scenario of climate 
change. We need time to think of creative ways 
in how we seek to solve this problem. Looking 
at time in relation to its centrality to the capi-
talist mode of production and how the working 
class is forced to spend their time, we fi nd one 
solution to this problem.

Continued on page 2
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On August 30, the people of East Timor (Timor-Leste) celebrated 
20 years of independence: in 1999 an overwhelming yes vote, ended 
24 brutal years of occupation by Indonesia.

There were parades and traditional dances in the capital Dili 
but there has been no justice for the families of those killed in a 
wave of bloodshed unleashed – with the support of the Australian 
government – by the Indonesian army in 1999.

The East Timorese have been treated appallingly by Australian 
governments for a long time. Timor-Leste needs all of the resources 
that rightly belong to them especially after they suffered 24 years of 
illegal and brutal occupation by the fascist dictatorship of General 
Suharto that resulted in a decline in a third of the population, 80 
percent of its infrastructure destroyed and a large proportion of 
the population traumatised and experiencing high levels of un-
employment, high child mortality, malnutrition. It is the poorest 
nation in SE Asia.

Consecutive Liberal and Labor Australian governments sup-
ported the takeover by the Indonesian military (TNI) in 1975 by 
offi cially recognising it, by arming and training the TNI (while 
knowing full well that it was committing genocide and gross human 
rights abuses) and by being an apologist for Indonesia when TNI 
crimes were exposed.

Now the Australian government should apologise to Timor-Leste 
for Australia’s past shameful conduct, drop the charges against 
Witness K and Bernard Collaery and pay back all the proceeds it 
has taken from the oil and gas in Timor’s half of the Timor Sea 
which is evidently worth billions of dollars.

The treaty on “Certain Maritime Arrangements in the Timor 
Sea” (CMATS) was signed in 2006 between the then Howard govern-
ment and the government of East Timor. The negotiations had been 
tense over the years. Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri and the ruling 
Fretilin party were opposed to the maritime boundary between the 
two countries not being drawn half-way between them but closer 
to Timor-Leste along the seabed limits of the continental shelf. 
The theft had been agreed between the Hawke Labor government 
and Indonesia’s Suharto dictatorship with a treaty in 1989 and the 
boundary was a major factor in Australia’s hypocritical, indulgent 
stance towards Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor in 1975.

In 2004, the Howard government Foreign Affairs Minister 
Alexander Downer promised to give Alkatiri a “lesson in politics” 
for his pursuit of his struggling country’s interests. It would get 
royalties from a Joint Petroleum Development Area and that’s it. 
Alkatiri would soon be removed from offi ce in coup-like circum-
stances. The Howard government refused international arbitration 
on the maritime boundary. The Australian public knew about the 
humiliation of Timor-Leste’s representatives in 2004 but it would 
not have been aware that Australian spies had bugged government 
offi ces in Timor-Leste so that Howard’s negotiators would have the 
drop on their local counterparts.

Some years later, a veteran spy told Canberra lawyer Bernard 
Collaery about the shameful operation he had been involved in. 
Collaery was acting for the government of Timor-Leste at the 
International Court of justice in The Hague. The Timorese wanted 
the treaty scrapped and a new one drawn up.

But rather than move to repair damaged relations, the govern-
ment of Tony Abbott turned on Collaery and “Witness K” – a 
former ASIS agent – and the government of Timor-Leste. ASIO 
raided the lawyer’s Canberra offi ce and seized large numbers of 
fi les. Witness K has had his passport confi scated to prevent him 
giving evidence on the matter at The Hague.

The then Attorney-General George Brandis insisted the heavy-
handed actions were in the oft-cited “national interest”. But they 
are ultimately in the interest of oil and gas companies (such as 
generous Liberal Party donor Woodside Petroleum).

“Woodside is a huge Australian company and they were pro-
posing to invest billions of dollars in Greater Sunrise [oil and gas 
fi eld] to create wealth, which would inter alia have been wealth 
for Australians, but obviously substantially for the East Timorese 
as well. So I was all in favour of that. I was all in favour of it,” 
Alexander Downer told the ABC’s Four Corners program.

At issue was the maritime border dispute are royalties estimated 
at between $10 billion and $20 billion over the next 30 years.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
I want to tell something by means of the most common object, 
for example a casserole, any old casserole ... I make [ artistic] reference 
to objects that belong to everyone.

Pablo PicassoPablo Picasso

”“

Apologise
Cuban Medical 
Cooperation
Statement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs denounces and 
strongly condemns the United States government’s 
recent aggression against Cuba through a USAID 
program to fi nance projects and seek information to 
discredit and sabotage Cuba’s international health 
care cooperation in dozens of countries, benefi tting 
millions of people. This plan joins the disgraceful 
pressure exerted on several governments to hamper 
Cuban cooperation, and previous attempts with the 
same purpose such as the special “parole” program 
meant to rob human resources trained in Cuba.

The core of this immoral slander is the totally 
unfounded allegation that Cuba is involved in the traf-
fi cking of persons and practices slavery, attempting to 
denigrate the meritorious work done voluntarily, over 
a long period of our history, by hundreds of thousands 
of Cuban health professionals and technicians in many 
countries, especially in the Third World.

This is an attack on bilateral programs and inter-
governmental cooperation projects, all legitimately 
established by the Cuban government and those of 
dozens of countries, adhering to United Nations guide-
lines regarding South-South cooperation and meeting 
health standards sovereignly defi ned by the govern-
ments involved.

This is an attack against acts of solidarity that have 
been recognized by the international community and 
praised specifi cally by the highest authorities in the 
United Nations, the World Health Organization and the 
Pan American Health Organization.

These lies reveal the base morality of the US gov-
ernment and politicians dedicated to the business of 
aggression against Cuba. The campaign is funded with 
millions of dollars and enjoys the complicity of several 
mass media outlets, in particular, unscrupulous reporters 
who sacrifi ce their supposed impartiality and objectivity 
to serve the political interests of the US government.

For decades and today, in nations with unfavorable 
economic conditions, this cooperation has been, and 
is, provided as a gesture of solidarity, with costs cov-
ered practically in their totality by Cuba. Likewise, in 
line with United Nations conceptions on cooperation 
between developing nations, services are offered in sev-
eral countries on the basis of complementarity and par-
tial compensation.

This exchange is completely fair and legitimate 
among developing countries, many of which have 
natural riches, economies, and industrial development 
greater than Cuba’s, but lack the human resources our 
state has been able to create – disinterested, humanist 
professionals willing to work under the most diffi cult 
conditions, on their own free will; and a conception 
of health care coverage that years of experience have 
allowed us to construct.

Cuban technicians and professionals who partici-
pate in these programs do so absolutely freely and vol-
untarily. During the fulfi llment of their missions, they 
continue to receive their full salaries and additionally 
receive a stipend in the destination country, along with 
other forms of compensation.

In those cases in which Cuba receives compensation 
for the cooperation provided, these collaborators are 
meritoriously making a highly valuable, fair, and totally 
legitimate contribution to the fi nancing, sustainability, 
and development of our massive, free healthcare system 
that is accessible to each and every Cuban, as well as 
cooperation programs that are carried out in many parts 
of the world.

Access to health care is a human right and the 
United States is committing a crime when it attempts to 
deny or obstruct its provision for political reasons or as 
an act of aggression.
Havana, August 29, 2019 

PRESS FUND
In Melbourne, a high-rise residential building was evacuated 
last week because the cladding is in imminent danger of catching 
fire. In Sydney, where developers use unqualified builders and 
engineers, hire their own inspectors, and change the plans once 
Council approval is received, the owners of evacuated apartments 
in Mascot Towers (Faulty Towers?) now have to pay $7 million 
for repairs before they can move back in. That’s what you get 
when capitalism, a political economy based on limitless greed, 
runs amok. We want to change all that, but we need your help so 
please send in a Press Fund contribution for the next issue if you 
possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s contributors, as follows:
D F Cartwright $20, Dr G Dittura $25, J Doyle $50, N H $50, 
S Langford $10, “Round Figure” $25, E Seymour $10, 
G Spiers $20, “Sparky” $10, P Watson $10
This week’s total: $230 Progressive total: $4250

A thirty hour work week
Continued from page 1

The development of capitalism 
out of European feudalism coincided 
with technical advances in the meas-
urement of time and a complete trans-
formation in societal attitudes towards 
time. This is because value creation 
in capitalism is directly related to the 
productive expenditure of labour-
power in a given time period (such as 
an hour). This contrasts to the earlier 
system of feudalism in which value 
creation was directly related to the 
amount of land under cultivation. 
Hence the aphorism “time is money.”

The resulting regimentation of 
time is an imposition on workers. It 
drives towards intensifi ed exploita-
tion and exhaustion of workers, with 
bosses seeking to keep workers at 
work for as long as possible, to pay 
the minimum possible, and with as 
small a labour force as possible. This 
regimentation of time at work goes 
so far that there is a trend in some 
industries towards bosses organ-
ising workplaces to prevent there 
being common meal and rest breaks 
to undermine the potential for work-
place and union organising.

Workers come home from work 
stressed, depleted, and exhausted 
from workplaces that are deliberately 
understaffed for the volume of work 
to be done. This occurs in a context 
where there are 15 job seekers for 

each available job, and where work-
ers are locked into insecure low-pay-
ing casual work. Jobs are being kept 
scarce to put downward pressure on 
wages and create an atmosphere of 
job insecurity.

With family and social commit-
ments fi lling up the small amounts of 
remaining time workers have there 
are real barriers towards workers 
participation in political activism and 
self-education about news and cur-
rent events. An insecure, distracted, 
and stressed workforce is one that is 
more controllable by the bosses.

Bosses actively undermine pay 
and work conditions, boosting the 
size of the reserve army of labour. 
If they continue to do this, then 
workers need to demand and take 
their time back. Trials for a simi-
lar demand, a four day work week, 
have taken place in several work-
places. The New York Times reported 
one such experiment and the results 
speak for themselves: “boosted pro-
ductivity among its 240 employees, 
who said they spent more time with 
their families, exercising, cooking, 
and working in their gardens.” The 
fi rm, based in New Zealand, so com-
pensated their employees by paying 
them for fi ve days worth of work. 
The trial was so successful that the 
business hopes to be able to imple-
ment the changes permanently.

Reducing the length of the work-
ing week by winning a thirty hour 
work week is necessary for workers, 
their communities, and the health 
of the planet. A tangible demand to 
reduce the working week offers an 
immediate sense of gain that can 
energise workers to struggle for a 
better life in a better world. Bridging 
the gap between the environmental 
and labour movements is essential 
if we want to make the demand for 
“just transitions” clear.

Demands for a shorter working 
week aren’t new to the Australian 
Labour movement. In the 19th cen-
tury, a key demand by the interna-
tional working-class movement was 
for the 8-hour day. In the mid-1850s 
workers in NSW and Victoria were 
among the fi rst workers in the world 
to win that demand.

On September 20, there will be 
global climate strikes in major cities 
and towns around Australia and the 
world demanding real action on cli-
mate change and a just transition. 
By being bold and organised, com-
munists can introduce salient eco-
nomic demands for a “thirty hour 
work week with no loss of pay” 
into a growing movement of politi-
cal strikes that can claw back more 
time for us and the planet from the 
bosses. 
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The Communist Party of Australia strongly 
condemns sending warships and military 
personnel to threaten Iran. We call for the 
lifting of sanctions and other steps intended 
to intimidate Iran. We strongly condemn 
any military attack on Iran or the threat 
of such actions by the US and its allies. 
We demand that the Australian ship and 
aircraft sent to the Strait of Hormuz be 
withdrawn immediately.

Another unjust and undeclared US war in 
the Middle East will have devastating conse-
quences for the people of the region and for 
world peace. The sanctions and wars in Iraq, 
Libya, Yemen, Afghanistan and Syria have 
already ruined these countries and have cre-
ated harsh living conditions for the people of 
the region.

The US is acting on behalf of its corpora-
tions and major allies in the region Israel and 
Saudi Arabia who see Iran as an obstacle to 
their control of the region. The US administra-
tion is only interested in expanding and safe-
guarding the political and economic interests of 
American monopolies throughout the Persian 
Gulf region.

The American and European imperialists 
want to dictate Iran’s foreign policy and vio-
late Iran’s right to self-determination. They are 
trying to force the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
submit to their dictates.

Iran did not violate the terms of the nuclear 
deal, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). The imperialist propaganda machine 
has tried to turn the truth upside down. The US 
administration did not remove the economic, 
fi nancial, banking, and commercial sanctions 
against Iran. It did not fulfi l its commitments 
as agreed to under the Deal, and it unilaterally 
exited JCPOA.

The situation in the Strait of Hormuz is 
the responsibility of the US government, but 
they have pressurised allies such as Australia 
to support them. We condemn the Australian 
government and the Labor opposition for cra-
venly agreeing to put the lives of Australian 

service personnel at risk. The sooner Australia 
has an independent non-aligned foreign policy 
the better.  Australia can afford this expensive 
and outlandish adventure but cannot afford to 
raise the Newstart allowance.

The CPA demands on the Australian gov-
ernment to invest its wealth in positive acts for 
the region rather than creating more misery and 
distress in the Middle East.

The imperialist invasions of the coun-
tries of the Middle East have terrorised the 

population of the region and caused tension 
and insecurity. The US provocations in the 
Persian Gulf are acts of international terrorism. 
The dozens of US military bases in the Middle 
East are additional sources of threats and prov-
ocation. The imperialist powers should get out 
of the region and leave the people in peace and 
security.

Australia has a military base in the UAE 
and it must be closed as well.  A former 
Australian SAS offi cer is currently head of the 

UAE Palace Guard. He has been involved in 
activities in Yemen which may result in war 
crimes charges. This mercenary must face 
prosecution if he does not resign his position 
in UAE.

Any political change in Iran is an internal 
matter. Only the Iranian people, not foreign 
powers, have the right to determine the politi-
cal fate of Iran 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, August 1990

Declaration on the escalation of tension by the USA against Iran

Hands off Iran!

Hands off Iran!
No sanction on Iran!

No imperialist aggression against Iran!
Bring the Australian military forces home!

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE BLOCKADE 
ON CUBAON CUBA
Also solidarity with Also solidarity with 
Venezuela & GazaVenezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm Tuesday September 17
Martin Place Sydney CBD
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Why the privatisation of 
healthcare and cuts to Medicare 
are costing the health system 
billions of dollars – and may 
even cost you your life – and 
what you can do about it.

Recent calls to “kill the Medicare 
baby” by the private health insur-
ance lobby smacks of the worst 
kind of self-interest desperation.

These acts are coming at a time 
when underfunding and privatisation 
of the public system is resulting in 
those who are sick or have a mental 
illness to go without adequate medi-
cal care.

The Australian Medical 
Association (AMA) has described 
mental health services as being 
“underfund[ed]” particularly for 
“adolescent mental health, refu-
gee and migrant mental health, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
mental health, and mental health 
services in regional and remote 
areas.”

And yet, instead of putting 
the much-needed funds back into 
Medicare, public hospitals, and 
mental health services, our govern-
ment continues to waste billions of 
dollars in private health insurance / 
PHI subsidies – the cost of which is 
rapidly escalating year by year.

The private health insurance levy 
has become the used car salesman of 
the health system, selling you and 
particularly young people, a shonky 
product that has no value, and under 
threat of being penalised thousands 
of dollars by the tax offi ce. 

On top of underfunding and pri-
vatisation, the prolonged freeze of 
the Medicare bulk-billing rebate for 
GPs has shrunk to thirty-six dollars 
for a standard visit (fi ve to twenty 
minutes). And why is it frozen? 
Because GPs refused to charge 
Abbott’s $6 co-payment; a form of 

permanent retribution against the 
family GP. The intention was to con-
tinuously increase the co-payment, 
while the government portion would 
stay frozen. 

It’s worth noting that bulk-bill-
ing GPs in medical centres pay forty 
percent to the medical centre. That 
means they only get sixty percent of 
the thirty-six dollars, and then pay 
around forty-eight percent tax rate on 
total income. 

The mathematics are no longer 
sustainable for any bulk-billing 
GP that wants to see patients with 
chronic or hard to diagnose illnesses, 
or who wants to spend quality time 
with them.

Doctors are being forced to give 
their patients less time than is rea-
sonably safe, and patients can often 
leave the GP feeling sicker, more 
depressed, and agitated (with a 
rushed prescription or a request for 
a blood test to get them out of there) 
which is not suitable for anybody.

There is not enough time doc-
tor-patient time, especially for those 
suffering from chronic or severe ill-
ness. Or for opportunistic prevention 
and screening. Or for those suffering 
from anxiety or depression. Thus, 
issues with the availability of doc-
tors only result in patients leaving 
the doctor quicker and sicker.

It is a recipe for perfunctory care, 
leaving things to be missed, and for 
mistakes to happen; ultimately, you 
will bear the cost.

Arguments have been made that 
the onus is on the doctors. That these 
mistakes mean that doctors – par-
ticularly older ones – require better 
training. 

But more training is not going to 
solve the problem of doctors not get-
ting enough time with their patients. 
The older doctors are probably 
“the canaries in the coal mine” of a 
system which is becoming increas-
ingly dysfunctional and dangerous.

What use is more training and 
education when the doctor is always 
racing the clock?

Medicare is the most cost-
effective part of the health system. 
Treating people early and fully, 
including screening and primary 
prevention is the way to keep costs 
down and maintain an affordable 
health system. To cut costs at the 
primary care level is like cutting off 
your nose to spite your face. It drives 
up health costs overall – particu-
larly hospital costs, which are more 
expensive (look at the US system).

It’s pretty clear now that, despite 
the government’s punitive action 
on bulk-billing, GPs, and Medicare 
funding over the last ten years, the 
bulk-billing GPs are not about to go 
on strike anytime soon. Especially 
as they can maintain their incomes 
by pushing the patient through 
quicker and sicker (i.e. a work-to-
rule response).

Fast turnstile medicine and 
work-to-rule in the primary care 
setting is essentially professional 
abuse of the patient. This is the 
case with elder abuse in aged care 
– which would have been a much 
lesser problem had family GPs still 
been funded to attend their patients 
in aged care.

So the real disadvantage is borne 
by the elderly, the sick and the needy, 
the dying and the mentally ill – as 
well as the underfunded and under-
staffed public hospitals that have an 
increased load of patients that should 
have been treated initially by the 
family GP.

The only effective way now 
to fi ght back against health priva-
tisation and silly cost-cutting of 
Medicare is for patients to demand 
from the GP their full 20 minutes of 
a standard consultation (not so easy 
to do, especially if you are mentally 
ill or not coping).

However if every patient 
demanded their right to be heard and 
examined for the minimum of twenty 
minutes, this would quickly gum-up 
the works and force the doctors to act 
to pressure government to increase 
Medicare funding as well as funding 
to the community and mental health 
facilities.

Rather than “kill the Medicare 
baby” it’s time to delouse the health 
system of the private health insur-
ance parasites, and put the much-
needed funding back into the public 
system. Without Medicare we 
all lose – even the private health 
system.

Rather than fi nish Medicare off, 
It’s time to stop wasting taxpayers 
money in a vain attempt to save a 
failed product. It is time to restore 
Medicare and the public system to 
good health – before it ends up ruin-
ing your health, and maybe even cost 
you your life. 

Killing the Medicare baby

Australia

City of Swan declares a climate emergency
Richard Titelius

At its monthly Council meeting on August 
28, the eastern Perth municipality of City of 
Swan joined 43 other councils, the Australian 
Capital Territory, and over 800 other jurisdic-
tions including 18 countries around the world 
which have passed a declaration of a Climate 
Emergency. In Australia there have now been 
Declarations of Climate Emergency passed in 
local government and other jurisdictions in 
every state and territory in Australia.

So, what is a Declaration of a Climate 
Emergency?

The global goal of the campaign is, “to declare 
a climate emergency which will have all levels of 
government mobilise society-wide resources at 
suffi cient scale and speed to protect civilisation, 
the economy, people, species and ecosystems.”

At the meeting Councillor Scanlon on behalf 
of Guildford Transition Town gave notice of a 
motion which said as follows, “The City of Swan 
recognises that we are in a state of climate change 
emergency that requires urgent action by all levels 
of government, including by local government 
councils.” Prior to the motion being called there 
was the opportunity for speakers in the public gal-
lery to make oral statements of no more than two 
minutes in support of the motion.

A number of concerned people who are resi-
dents of the City of Swan took this opportunity, 
including Dr Colin Hughes, who said climate 
change was increasing temperatures which will 
have a detrimental effect on human health - espe-
cially increasing the spread of insect-borne dis-
eases; a volunteer fi re fi ghter who said there are 
no climate change sceptics on the end of a fi re 
hose; Abe Lawrence, a 9-year-old student who put 

forward the proposition, “How bad does climate 
change have to get for adults to address what is 
happening?”.

The Deputy Mayor also moved an amendment 
to the motion which added force to the intention 
of the motion by stating: “The City of Swan lobby 
state and federal government to recognise that a 
climate emergency exists and action is required by 
all levels of government.”

The Council passed the motion 12-3.
Afterwards I spoke with Peter Langlands, a 

spokesman for Guildford Transition which had 
initiated the motion, to ask if the group was plan-
ning further action in support of the motion which 
had been passed by the City of Swan.

Langlands said the group was planning to 
form a local climate action group to help raise 
awareness of the issue within the Guildford com-
munity. They will also be having a local meeting 
with the fellow climate action group, Extinction 
Rebellion.

There were also representatives of School 
Strike for Climate Action at the council meet-
ing who are planning another strike for climate 
action on September 20. The youth of school 
age are active on this issue as the impacts of cli-
mate change will hit the younger generations the 
hardest.

To reinforce the urgency to take action on cli-
mate change, a number of towns in the south west 
of Australia had experienced their hottest ever 
recorded August temperatures, including Perth 
which had a maximum on the day of the meeting 
of 30.0°C easily breaking the previous maximum 
of 27.8°C.

The Communist Party of Australia supports 
the call for declarations of a Climate Emergency 
in Australia and around the world. 

The global goal of the campaign is, 
“to declare a climate emergency which 
will have all levels of government 
mobilise society-wide resources at 
sufficient scale and speed to protect 
civilisation, the economy, people, 
species and ecosystems.”
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Peter Mac

The case of a Sri Lankan asylum-seeking 
family of four has starkly revealed the bru-
tality and double standards of the Federal 
Government’s approach to immigration.

Early last year the family’s visas expired, 
and in March they were taken to a Melbourne 
detention centre by immigration authorities. In 
May this year, the High Court denied their bid 
to stay in Australia, and late on Thursday night 
they were taken by force to Melbourne airport. 

Protesters cut their way through a fence 
and gained access to the tarmac, to prevent the 
family from being taken onto a plane bound for 
Sri Lanka. They failed, but a court order forced 
the plane to land at Darwin early on Friday 
morning because immigration offi cials had 
not examined the youngest child, Tharunicaa’s 
case for protection. The family was held in a 
military facility and then sent to Christmas 
Island to await deportation. 

The family, whose surname is suppressed 
on the pretext of national security, have been 
treated like terrorists. The mother, Priya, 
was transported separately to the airport at 

Melbourne. She was injured when security 
guards forced her onto the plane and was 
not allowed to sit with her daughters, Kopica 
and Tharunicaa, during the fl ight to Darwin 
even though they were deeply traumatised 
by the family’s treatment. The parents were 
only allowed to use their mobile phones 
under supervision, and only one at a time. 
They will be held on Christmas Island until 
Tharunicaa’s case is heard in the Federal Court 
on Wednesday.

A popular family
The parents, Priya and Nadesalingham, 

were born in Sri Lanka. They came to Australia 
by boat separately in 2012 and 2013. They 
married, and their two daughters were born 
here. The family moved to the Queensland 
town of Biloela where the father found work. 
They were very popular in the town, and 
the protesters at Melbourne airport included 
Biloela residents. By Friday 200,000 people 
had signed an online petition opposing the 
family’s deportation.

The family has claimed they are likely 
to be persecuted, unjustly jailed or murdered 

because of links to the former Tamil Tiger sep-
aratists. The courts had rejected this argument 
because the father had been back to Sri Lanka 
three times while the war for independence 
raged, and had not at that stage been arrested 
or abducted.

Nevertheless, the family has every reason 
to fear persecution in Sri Lanka. To plead for 
asylum, Tamil people have to claim they have 
reason to fear persecution if returned to Sri 
Lanka. The Sri Lankan government treats all 
Tamils as suspected participants in the Tigers’ 
armed struggle for independence, or of having 
links to those who were involved in that strug-
gle – and indeed, hundreds of thousands of 
Tamil people like Priya and Nades can be said 
to have had “links” with the Tigers, simply 
because they knew some of them as members 
of the Tamil population. 

However, a claim by any asylum seeker 
that they have reason to fear persecution if 
forcibly returned to Sri Lanka immediately 
confi rms that government’s suspicions that 
the person concerned was involved with the 
Tigers. 

According to journalist Ben Doherty, 
asylum seekers are routinely arrested at the 
airport and jailed at Negombo before facing 
court. The UN refugee agency has commented 
that “The use of torture ... [remains] endemic 
and routine, for those arrested and detained 
on national security grounds. Entire commu-
nities have been stigmatised and targeted for 
harassment and arbitrary arrest and detention, 
and any person suspected of association, how-
ever indirect, with the [Tamil Tigers] remains 
at immediate risk of detention and torture.”

But Priya and Nades are not the only ones 
who are being forced back into danger in Sri 
Lanka by the coalition government. Dozens of 
Sri Lankans have been forcibly returned to Sri 
Lanka from Australia since the Tiger uprising 
was crushed in 2009.

Recently the UN condemned the enforced 
return of one Sri Lankan man in 2017. He had 
reached Australia and applied for asylum but 
received no help in fi lling out the 41-page 
application document, which he failed to lodge 
on time. He was then forced onto a plane and 

fl own back to Colombo. He has now disap-
peared, and no information is available as to 
what happened to him after he was turned over 
to Sri Lankan authorities. 

Nades and Priya are now in imminent 
danger of arrest by the Sri Lankan government, 
or by vigilantes who use their notorious white 
vans in the abduction, torture, and murder of 
Tamils in Sri Lanka.

Callous and cynical 
Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton’s port-

folio entitles him to make exceptions to the 
nation’s infamous immigration law for human-
itarian reasons. However, he is taking refuge 
from criticism by referring to the letter of the 
law. On Friday he said that Priya and Nades 
were “... not refugees, they’re not owed pro-
tection by our country.” On Monday he said he 
could understand people sympathising with the 
family, but “their case has no merit.”

Dutton’s double standard was strikingly 
demonstrated in the glaring contrast between 
his treatment of this family compared with 
his treatment two years ago of two young 
European women working in Australia as “au 
pairs.”

One of them had been working for a friend 
of Dutton, and the minister granted both the 
women permission to extend their stay in 
Australia far beyond the nominated date for 
their return

The government’s action has aroused the 
public’s wrath. Last weekend demonstrations 
were held in cities around the nation in support 
of the family. The family has even received 
support from Sydney “shock jock” broadcaster 
Alan Jones, who declared: “This Sri Lankan 
family that was living in Biloela should not be 
deported. They are good, hard-working people 
contributing to a regional community. Stop the 
fi ght – let them stay.”

He’s absolutely right, but the point is that 
it’s not just a question of saving Priya, Nades, 
and the children. Australia is now in breach 
of the spirit of the UN Refugee Convention.  
The policy which has been used to justify the 
enforced return of dozens of asylum seekers to 
a terrifying future in Sri Lanka must end. 

Australia

Government’s ruthless 
deportation breaks spirit 
of UN Convention

Adelaide

Drop in to 
the Doghouse for a chat
Talk to CPA party members 12 – 2 pm

Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Visit the Worker’s library, working class classics

Monthly evenings of music 6-10 pm (bar facilities)

66 Wattle Ave Royal Park (Southside entrance)
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Dear Treasurer,

You and the Reserve Bank of Australia keep telling us to spend more, and businesses to invest more. 

Please, can you tell the people of Australia how? Can you please tell businesses why they should invest 

more when people have less money to spend, and global markets are facing a crisis point?

Can you please tell the people of Australia how they can spend more when their incomes are stagnant or 

falling and when many are mortgaged up to the eyeballs with debt. 

Treasurer, take a look at reality!

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, there are 709,000 unemployed in Australia as of July. The 

number of underemployed was 1.143 million. (ABS 6202.0 July 2019)

That makes a total of 1.85 million people in Australia who are unemployed or underemployed, seeking 

work or more hours of work, and who cannot fi nd it.

Compare that with the ABS’ estimate in May this year of less than 250,000 job vacancies. (6354.0 May 

2019)

No way are there enough jobs. It is simple primary school arithmetic. Instead of punishing the unemployed 

and stigmatising them as dole bludgers, you should be taking a look at what you are doing to people, how 

you are destroying so many lives of citizens who have a lot to contribute to society.

Put more money into the pockets of people who will spend it, not into the bank accounts and investment 

portfolios of the wealthy with your tax cuts.

How can you put more money into low and middle-income people’s pockets? It’s quite simple!

•  Increase Newstart single rate by $100 now and for those with dependents, by an extra $75 for 

each dependent.

• Increase the age pension by $75 per week for couples and $50 per week for singles.

• Increase carers’ payments by $75 per week. 

• Increase sickness benefi ts and other similar payments by $75 per week.

• Increase funding for the NDIS to meet demand. 

• A real wage rise for all workers.

• Restore the penalty rates that were cut.

•  Bring in tough legislation and enforcement regime to prevent wage theft, including in the gig 

economy and amongst visa workers.

•  Increase funding for Medicare, including bulk billing and the Pharmaceutical Benefi ts Scheme, 

primary health care, and public hospitals. Bring dental care under Medicare.

• Expand public sector aged care and early childhood education, with universal free and quality care.

Such measures would create jobs, would put more money into their pockets, as well as have the additional 

benefi t of improving the health and well being of Australians, resulting in long-term savings for taxpayers.

And don’t come back to me with all that garbage about it being unaffordable or destroying your sacred 

budget surplus. There are good debts and bad debts as we have been told. However, there are also good 

surpluses and bad surpluses.

Creating a surplus by slashing the public sector, cutting vital services, especially to the most vulnerable, 

only results in a bad surplus – one that results in poor outcomes for many people.

There is nothing wrong with debt in itself, as long as it is good debt. The 10 points above, if implemented, 

might initially result in a budget defi cit, but would stimulate the economy and create jobs.

In addition, if you are looking at balancing the books, then look no further than the bloated military budget. 

How can you justify spending $1 trillion over 20 years? That’s $1 trillion on a killing machine, not to defend 

Australia, but to fi ght the US’ wars and possibly make Australia a target.

Why don’t you shake off the control the mining and energy companies have over your government! Cut 

the billions of dollars in fossil fuel subsidies, spend on developing the renewable energy sector which will 

create jobs, improve the environment, and contribute towards arresting climate change.

With the looming downturn in the construction industry, there are predictions that 100,000 tradies will lose 

their jobs by Christmas. (UBS) What are you going to do for them? Have you any infrastructure programs? 

What about affordable public housing?

Wake up, Treasurer! Act for the well being of the people you are supposed to govern for. Use some crea-

tivity, listen to our youth, after all the legacy we leave is their future.

Thank you for listening to me. I look forward to your response.
Anna Pha

P.S. I almost forgot to mention the $7 billion or more that is spent by your government subsidising an 

unsustainable private hospital system. I strongly urge you to phase that out.

Open letter to Open letter to 
Treasurer Josh FrydenbergTreasurer Josh Frydenberg
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Hundreds march through 
Sydney in solidarity with 
Djab sacred trees
Last Saturday saw over 300 people marched through the 
streets of Sydney in solidarity with the Djab Wurrung 
Embassy in Victoria and “all the defenders of sovereignty 
across the continent and planet,” according to a media release 
by Anticolonial Asian Alliance (AAA). Several community 
groups came together to organise the event “with the guid-
ance, blessings, and support of the Djab Wurrung Embassy 
as well as local community leaders.” 

Aunty Shirley Lomas, a Gamillarol woman and long-time 
fi ghter for Sovereignty, opened the march by acknowledging the 
unceded Gadigal land, where the protest was held. She spoke about 
“the ongoing fi ght to protect sacred lands and cultural sites across 
the continent,” noting, “women are the backbone of any community 
and aboriginal women are the backbone of this country, [...] how 
lucky are you to have over 40,000 years of strength in you!”

Another speaker, Batjala and Meriam woman, Faith Black, 
“also spoke about the signifi cance of women’s business and the 
sacred nature of cultural sites and birthing practices” adding, “this is 
a place that held for thousands of years the stories of children who 
were born, and it’s one of those places that we trying to wake even 
to go to our mothers.” 

Harry Bonifacio Baughan, a member AAA, “stressed the com-
monality of anticolonial struggle for all.”  He linked the “Djab 
Wurrung’s fi ght with local examples such as Gomeroi coun-
try against Shenhua and other mining developments threatening 
already scarce water supplies.” 

“If we want to change this continent, then we have to join that 
[anti-colonial] struggle” he said, “we need to start following their 
lead he said we’re talking about a struggle to change the system 
altogether.”

The march fi nished up at Railway Square, “where a group of 
eight protesters successfully blocked traffi c through Sydney’s busi-
est intersection.”  However, the group was not arrested  as “the 
crowds continued to chant, before listening to a fi nal series of 
speeches from community representatives.”

According the media release by AAA: “VicRoads’ Western 
Highway extension expected to improve commuter safety and 
freight travel time by a few minutes, proposes to bulldoze over 
1000 trees, some of which have seen over 50 generations of birth-
ing and sustained culture, predating the establishment of the settler-
colony by several hundred years. The embassy has been blocking 
VicRoads’ development for over a year.” 
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The Russian Armed Forces will scrutinise a recent cruise 
missile test, conducted by the US after ditching the landmark 
INF Treaty, and examine reciprocal measures. However, 
Moscow says it is not aiming for an arms race.

President Vladimir Putin has ordered the Defence Ministry and 
other bodies to “study the level of threat posed by these US actions 
and take exhaustive measures to prepare a symmetrical response.”

Putin was speaking just days after the US military test-fi red a 
ground version of Tomahawk cruise missile that travelled about 
500 kilometres before hitting a mock target.

The type of weapon, fi red from a universal Mk-41 launch 
system in California, was banned under the 1987 Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty which the US formally with-
drew from on August 2.

Washington “vehemently denied the possibility of a sea-based 
Tomahawk missile being fi red from the ground-based Mk-41,” 
Putin said. Hence, one “cannot deny” a breach of the now defunct 
treaty, he added. That said, it was no secret to Russia “that the US 
has been developing prohibited weapons for quite a long time.”

In recent years, Russia has consistently voiced unease over 
US missile systems, stationed in countries such as Romania, or 
potentially situated in countries such as Poland, being used for 
offensive purposes. Moscow became increasingly concerned about 
these types of launchers, but Washington has always turned a deaf 
ear to these concerns.

Now, a question arises, how do we know what will be put in 
place in Romania and Poland? Missile defence facilities or longer-
range rocket strike systems?

Prior to the withdrawal from the INF, Washington accused 
Moscow of breaching the treaty by developing the 9M729 mis-
sile as well as launchers and associated equipment covered by the 
accord. Russia in turn said Washington failed to prove that the mis-
sile violated the deal and maintained that the US simply looked for 
a pre-text to withdraw from the accord.

As the US is no longer bound by the crucial agreement, 
Moscow is set to do everything to protect itself against emerging 
or existing threats, the president warned. Indeed, the Russian mili-
tary seeks “the newest, unparalleled weapons systems,” but that 
effort has been strengthened by Washington’s withdrawal from 
another arms control deal, the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) 
in 2002.

We were forced to ensure the security of our people and our 
country. We’re doing it now and will be doing it in future.

Whatever the US’ intentions are, Russia – whose military 
budget is smaller than that of the US, China, Saudi Arabia, the 
UK, France, and Japan – “has never wanted, does not want, and 
will not want to engage in a costly arms race that would damage 
our economy.”
RT – Russia Today 

Putin response 
to US missile test

International

Capitalist greed 
behind Amazon fi res

West Papuan 
independence 
activists continue 
protests

The Politbureau of the 
Communist Party of Venezuela 
(PCV) in its weekly press confer-
ence held on August 26 declared 
its position regarding the seri-
ous situation which affects the 
Brazilian Amazonian region.

The Secretary for International 
Relations of the Central Committee 
of the PCV, Carolus Wimmer, said: 
“The PCV warns that what is going 
on in the Amazon isn’t fi re, its capi-
talism. There is a wave of informa-
tion which is looking to hide the 
truth of the problem.

“The consequence of the 
expansion of the interests of the 
transnational fi rms in our region 
has naturally not only caused the 
exploitation of the workers and 
misery and hunger for the popular 
masses, but also the destruction of 
the environment.”

The PCV considers that it is 
evident that the responsibility for 
the situation lies with the political 

expressions of the Brazilian right 
and naturally the government of 
Bolsonaro, which has allowed 
uncontrolled behaviour by the 
monopoly groups in the Amazon.

Regarding this, Wimmer 
reminded that, “It is no coinci-
dence that while he was a sena-
tor, the current president of Brazil 
warned that his policies would be 
directed towards eliminating the 
Indigenous people and to achieve 
this he would arm the landlord-led 
groups in the region. The impact on 
the environment of this policy in 
favour of landlords and large capital 
is evident today. This is why we are 
clearly saying that the real respon-
sibility lies with the large transna-
tionals which make their profi t at 
the expense of the destruction of 
nature.”

Finally, the PCV expressed that 
the advance of the fi res for nearly 
three weeks threatens 350 groups 
of original people, 6.7 million 

kilometres of forest, 2.1 million 
square kilometres of protected land, 
1 million cubic kilometres of fresh 
water, and 2,500 marine species.

“This could convert itself into 
a disaster of all types and up to 
now, the Brazilian ultra-right fas-
cist government doesn’t react at all 
and looks to depict it as a normal 
event,” said Wimmer.

The PCV, in light of the crisis in 
the Amazon, denounced the crimi-
nal behaviour of the consortiums 
Bayer-Monsanto, Uniliver, Coca-
Cola, Nestle, AMBEV, Bunge, BRF 
Food, Marfring, Louis Dreyfus, 
Syngenta, Cargill among others. 
The party considers it the irrefuta-
ble task of the Communist Parties 
and revolutionary social movements 
of the world to stand up and strug-
gle for the defence of nature and the 
biodiversity of the planet.
Department of International Policy – 
CP of Venezuela 

Ben Cowles

Thousands of West Papuan inde-
pendence activists continued their 
protest against Indonesian con-
trol today as violence spread and 
government buildings went up in 
fl ames. Videos posted on social 
media appeared to show several 
buildings in the provincial capital 
Jayapura on fi re.

National police spokesman Dedi 
Prasetyo confi rmed that local gov-
ernment buildings had been torched 
but could not confi rm whether pro-
testers had also set fi re to shops, 
offi ces and petrol stations.

Indonesia’s co-ordinating min-
ister for politics, law and security 
told reporters in Jarkarta that he had 
received reports that protesters had 
also broken into a prison in Abepura.

A least one Indonesian police 
offi cer and two civilians have died 
during the protests so far.

Chairman of the United 
Liberation Movement for West 
Papua and founder of the Free West 
Papua campaign Benny Wenda told 
the Star the situation in his homeland 
was very dire.

“My people are rising up in some 
of the biggest demonstrations ever 
seen in West Papua,” Wenda said.

“On Wednesday six Papuans 
were killed by Indonesian security 
services and we fear this is the begin-
ning of a bloody crackdown.

“Internet and electricity serv-
ices are being cut off in Jayapura 
and hundreds of special forces are 
moving to the region as people 
occupy government buildings.

“The world must pay attention to 
what is happening or there will be a 
repeat of the 1991 Santa Cruz mas-
sacre. The UN must act.”
Morning Star Support the Support the GuardianGuardian by donating to Press Fund by donating to Press Fund
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Marilyn Bechtel

SAN FRANCISCO: Market Street, this 
city’s main thoroughfare, resounded with 
auto horns and chants on August 27, as 
a stream of cars bearing Uber and Lyft 
markers cruised slowly past Uber’s head-
quarters, and drivers gathered with labour 
and community supporters to crowd 
around the ride-share giant’s front door.

Driving the cars, and voicing the chants, 
were hundreds of members and support-
ers of the Mobile Workers Alliance and Gig 
Workers Rising, traveling in a three-day cara-
van from Los Angeles to California’s capital 
city, Sacramento, in support of Assembly Bill 
5, “Worker Status: Employees and Independent 
Contractors.” The bill would set the legal 
standard in California to determine whether 
a worker is an independent contractor or an 
employee.

Along the way, the caravan visited other 
communities including Delano, headquarters 
of historic struggles for farmworker rights led 
by United Farm Workers leader Cesar Chávez. 
The drivers modelled their journey on the his-
toric pilgrimage Chávez led from Delano to 
Sacramento in 1966.

AB 5, introduced by Assembly Democrat 
member Lorena Gonzalez, passed the 
Assembly with an overwhelming major-
ity at the end of May. It is now before the 
state Senate’s Appropriations Committee, 
and if passed by the full Senate and signed 
by Governor Gavin Newsom, it will become 
effective January 1.

The bill codifi es into law the state Supreme 
Court’s decision last year in “Dynamex 
Operations West, Inc v Superior Court of 
Los Angeles,” that set out three requirements 
employers must meet in order to classify work-
ers as “independent contractors.” Under its 
terms, employers must show that such workers 
are free from employer control, that their work 
is outside the regular scope of the business that 
is hiring them, and that they are independently 
established in that trade.

The Uber and Lyft drivers, currently classi-
fi ed by their employers as independent contrac-
tors, point out that the ride-share companies 
control their work, and that their function 
– driving – is indeed vital to the companies’ 
overall functioning.

The drivers shared gripping stories of the 
daily diffi culties they face, and why they are 
demanding to be reclassifi ed as employees cov-
ered by minimum wage and overtime require-
ments, unemployment insurance, workers’ 
compensation, paid sick days and family leave.

“People matter!” one told the crowd. 
“People are not machines, nor should they be 
chained to an app. People deserve to be treated 
with dignity by their employer.” Citing the 
need for “basic protections” such as fair pay, 
retirement and health care, he added, “When 
I get incapacitating back pains from driving 
long hours, I should be able to recover, rather 
than keep working through weeks of agonis-
ing pain.”

Drivers also pointed to recent changes the 
ride-sharing companies have made that have 
slashed the amount drivers are paid. Some said 
the pay cuts were forcing them to sleep in their 
vehicles.

One Bay Area Uber driver said he usu-
ally works 12-hour days, sometimes totalling 
80 hours a week. “Before,” he said, “I would 
make around $10,000 a month. Now, I might 
make $6,000. Still I have to pay $1,000 a 
month for gas, I still have to pay my insurance, 
my car note, any kind of maintenance on my 
car – so that $6,000 starts depleting real fast.” 
To top it all off, he said, Uber also wants driv-
ers to provide their passengers with amenities 
like water, candy and chargers.

The crowd erupted in applause as 
Democratic Party presidential candidate Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg told them, “I’m here because 
where I come from, ‘gig’ is another word for 
job. If you’re working a gig, that makes you 
a worker and you ought to be protected as a 
worker! That means you deserve a minimum 
wage, protections from workplace and sexual 
harassment, overtime pay – and yes, that means 
you deserve a union!”

In expressing support for AB 5, Buttigieg is 
joined by fi ve other leading contenders for the 
Democratic Party nomination: Massachusetts 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, Vermont Senator 
Bernie Sanders, California Senator Kamala 
Harris, New Jersey Senator Cory Booker, 
and former Texas Congress member Beto 
O’Rourke.

As they reached Sacramento on August 28, 
caravan participants were greeted by legislative 
leaders including the bill’s author, Assembly 
member Gonzalez, who told them that mis-
classifi cation harms not just workers, but also 
employers who do follow the law, and taxpay-
ers who must pick up the tab for health care 
and other basic needs when employers aren’t 
doing their fair share.

“We’re simply asking these billion-dollar 
corporations to do what we expect the mom-
and-pop pizza parlour down the street to do: 
pay their workers fairly and give them the right 
to organise,” she said.

If the bill continues its successful journey 

through the legislature, and Governor Gavin 
Newsom signs it into law, Gonzalez said, “On 
January 1 of next year, people’s lives will 
change!”

Observers have noted that Newsom has yet 
to make public his views about AB 5, though 
he has indicated that he is involved in discus-
sions on worker classifi cation. Assuming state 
Senate passage, he would face a mid-Septem-
ber deadline to sign the legislation.

Woven throughout the discussion on AB 5 
is its relevance far beyond the growing realm 
of ride-share driving. Other discussions of the 
measure have drawn participation by elder- and 
child-care workers, house cleaners, and provid-
ers of various services.

Many of the truck drivers who move goods 
to and from the nation’s ports have struggled 
for decades to be recognised as employees 
instead of being made to bear the entire burden 
of leasing and maintaining trucks that meet 
environmental and safety standards.

A new report released on August 22 by the 
University of California, Berkeley’s Centre 
for Labour Research and Education, “Truck 
Driver Misclassifi cation: Climate, Labour, and 
Environmental Justice Impacts,” highlights 
the huge environmental damage that can result 
when misclassifi ed drivers lack the resources 
to maintain vehicles that can operate in ways 
that are safe for the environment, and identifi es 
AB 5 as a potentially signifi cant contributor to 
maintaining environmental health.

The California Labour Federation, which 
has supported the legislation since its incep-
tion, says AB 5 will close loopholes that let 
gig companies classify workers as independ-
ent contractors so they can impose pay scales 
rather than collectively bargain them and avoid 
providing basic workers’ rights or compensat-
ing work-related expenses.
People’s World 

International

Uber and Lyft drivers 
demand their rights

Band-aids won’t solve racial divide
Jessicah Pierre

Four hundred years ago this 
month, the fi rst enslaved people 
from Africa arrived in Virginia. 
Slavery is often reduced to a 
crime of America’s long-ago past. 
But enslaved labour created the 
backbone for America’s capital-
ist economy, allowing it to grow 
into – and remain – the world’s 
leading economy today.

The effects of this reliance on 
unpaid African slave labour is still 
felt in America’s current racial 
wealth divide. Today, the racial 
wealth divide is greater than it was 
nearly four decades ago, and trends 
point to its continued widening.

Although slavery officially 
ended in 1865, the unequal treat-
ment of African Americans contin-
ued through Jim Crow, redlining, 
and mass incarceration, among 
many public policies. Our country’s 

historic racial wealth disparities con-
tinue to be perpetuated and increased 
by the trend towards extreme ine-
quality in the United States.

To further paint a dire picture, 
a report released earlier this year 
by the Institute for Policy Studies 
found that between 1983 and 2016, 
the median black family saw their 
wealth drop by more than half, com-
pared to a 33 percent increase for the 
median white household.

Our economy is still thriving 
off the backs of African Americans 
and other poor people. While black 
wealth plummets, the number of 
households with $10 million or more 
skyrocketed by 856 percent during 
those years.

On the other end, 37 percent of 
black families have zero or “nega-
tive” wealth, meaning their debts 
exceed the value of their assets. Just 
15 percent of white families are in 
the same position.

The racial wealth divide is an 
issue that affects all Americans – and 
the overall health of the economy. 
As the black population increases, 
low levels of black wealth play a 
key factor in the overall decline in 
American median household wealth 
– from $84,111 in 1983 to $81,704 
in 2016. Across all races, the number 
of households experiencing negative 
wealth has increased from one in six 
in 1983 to one in fi ve households 
today.

Many conversations around 
the depletion of black wealth point 
towards false narratives about the 
work ethic of African Americans. 
This is a myth – studies show that 
college-educated black families 
have less wealth than high school-
educated white families. And single-
parent white families are twice as 
wealthy as two-parent black families.

The Institute for Policy Studies 
concludes that these outcomes 

are not the result of individual 
behaviour, but the result of black 
Americans having fewer resources 
to begin with – resources they’ve 
been denied for 400 years, ever 
since the fi rst slaves were kidnapped 
from Africa and brought to America 
to provide free, strenuous, and valu-
able labour.

Employment, income, home-
ownership, stock ownership, entre-
preneurship, and virtually all other 
economic indicators show stark 
divides around race. To truly over-
come these divides, we need a mas-
sive, targeted investment similar to 
the massive, targeted investments 
that historically appropriated wealth 
to white communities.

It’ll take bold structural reform 
and the political will to finally 
achieve economic justice for African 
Americans because clearly ending 
slavery wasn’t enough. By creating 
a formal commission to study the 

issue, lawmakers can take a serious 
look at what reparations for descend-
ants of enslaved Africans in America 
could look like. Inaction – or worse, 
repeating the same mistakes that led 
to this situation – will simply widen 
the divide and create greater eco-
nomic instability for the country at 
large.

Four hundred years later, it’s 
time to stop putting a temporary 
bandage on the painful and relevant 
history of American slavery. It’s time 
to heal the deep wounds of racism 
and inequity once and for all.

Not only to finally provide 
African Americans with the eco-
nomic equity they deserve but to 
ensure the health of our economy for 
generations to come.
People’s World 
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TAFE Manifesto
National Skills Week is a chance to rec-
ognise the instrumental role Australia’s 
TAFE sector plays in providing Vocational 
Education to hundreds of thousands of 
Australians each year.

The week (August 26 - September 1) cel-
ebrates vocational education and looks to 
emphasise the value of apprentices and train-
ees across Australia as well as raise the status 
of practical and vocational learning. The theme 
for National Skills Week 2019 is Real Skills for 
Real Careers.

However National Skills Week cannot be 
celebrated without considering the current 
plight of TAFE, Australia’s world-class public 
vocational education provider.

For six years the federal Coalition gov-
ernment has engaged in a sustained cam-
paign of deprioritising and defunding TAFE. 
Since coming to government in 2013 the fed-
eral Coalition has cut $3 billion from TAFE 
and training and their dismissive approach 
to apprenticeships means that there are now 
140,000 fewer apprentices than when they 

were elected. Meanwhile, even following the 
VET FEE-HELP scandal, in 2017 nearly $1.2 
billion of public money still fl owed directly to 
for profi t private providers.

The complete lack of concern the federal 
government has for public vocational education 
is evident in their plans as announced in the 
2019/20 Federal Budget. Instead of reigning in 
private providers and rectifying the incalcula-
ble damage they have infl icted on the sector in 
recent years, the government announced plans 
to hand over what remains of the public sector 
by establishing “National Skills Organisations” 
to provide “modern and fl exible alternatives to 
classroom based learning” and to “enhance the 
role of industry in designing training courses 
by establishing a national skills commission.”

All of this is just euphuism for ramping up 
their drive to entirely privatise vocational edu-
cation and to devalue qualifi cations to fulfi ll 
only the narrow and specifi c needs of individ-
ual employers.

The Morrison government just isn’t con-
cerned enough about the 25 percent fall in 
TAFE enrolments on their watch to even 
acknowledge the existence of TAFE anywhere 
in the budget, let alone to properly fund it.

TAFE must remain the public provider of 
vocational education in Australia. That is why 
the AEU’s TAFE Manifesto demands that the 
federal government:

Guarantee a minimum of 70 percent gov-
ernment funding to the public TAFE system. 
In addition, no public funding should go to pri-
vate for-profi t providers, consistent with other 
education sectors.

Restore funding and rebuild the TAFE 
system, to restore confidence in the qual-
ity of the courses and qualifi cations and the 
institution.

Abandon the failed student loans experi-
ment, and cancel the debts of all students 
caught up in private for-profi t provider scams.

Re-invest in the TAFE teaching workforce 
and develop a future-focused TAFE workforce 
development strategy in collaboration with the 
profession and unions.

Develop a capital investment strategy in 
consultation with state governments, to address 
the deplorable state of TAFE facilities around 
the country.

Support a comprehensive independent 
inquiry into TAFE.

National Skills Week should be a wake-
up call to the Morrison government to reverse 
the fall in enrolments and decline in funding at 
government-funded vocational education pro-
viders by reinstating TAFE as the central pillar 
of vocational education in Australia.

Australian Education Union

West Papua
While the world’s attention has been lately 
concentrated on the democracy protests in 
Hong Kong, there has also been an uprising 
going on just north of Australia, in West 
Papua.

Indonesia took over the former Dutch ter-
ritory in 1963, as caretakers until a vote on its 
future was to be undertaken. In 1969, a sham 
referendum was held with a small number of 
people selected by Indonesian authorities who 
were compelled to vote for integration with 
Indonesia. It was not fair or free and totally 
lacked the consent of the people. The West 
Papuans have been resisting ever since.

After many years of low level guerrilla 
warfare and many outbreaks of unrest, the 

latest protests have been widespread and a 
clear expression of the Melanesian peoples 
yearnings for de-colonisation, self-determina-
tion and independence.

The Indigenous West Papuan people have 
suffered terribly under oppressive Indonesian 
rule and are continuing to bravely resist the 
Indonesian occupation of their homeland. 
The Indonesian army has a sordid history of 
mass killings, rights abuses, and other appall-
ing actions. Since the 1960s over 100,000 West 
Papuans have been died in their struggle for 
justice, dignity and respect. West Papuans are 
arrested, beaten, imprisoned, and killed for 
expressing their opinions or for taking part in 
peaceful protests.

The region is very rich in resources of 
timber and minerals, but despite this West 
Papuans are not getting any the benefi ts. And 
they have continuously endured human rights 
violations, discrimination, inequality, and 
brutal repression at the hands of the Indonesian 
military.

Indonesia is blocking the internet and 
reporters from entering, while the army again 
tries to quell the unrest. We should demand 
media access to the region so the world can see 
what is happening there.

The people of West Papua rightly want 
freedom and democracy. It is imperative that 
concerned people raise their voices for these 
forgotten people who have already suffered so 
much. We cannot ignore their dire plight. The 
West Papuans desperately need and deserve 
our support and help as they struggle to be free 
from repressive colonial domination.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

What is it about the ruling class 
under capitalism that makes it so 
myopic? And at the same time so 
smug about their myopia? That 
they suffer from terminal myopia 
is surely undeniable. The world 
is rushing headlong towards 
catastrophic climate change but 
capitalists and the governments 
they oversee are complacently 
pursuing a “keep calm and carry 
on” policy. It’s not that they can’t 
see it, it’s that they don’t see how 
to make money from it.

In fact, they are actively sabotag-
ing efforts to take action on this vital 
question. At the Paris climate confer-
ence, the US delegation strenuously 
sought to water down any proposed 
resolution or at the very least to 
delay its implementation. Despite the 
universal jubilation when the confer-
ence fi nally resolved to put in place 
fi rm measures to stop the emission 
of greenhouse gasses into Earth’s 
atmosphere, capitalists and capitalist 
governments have instead put these 
measures on the back burner.

After all, there is still money to 
be made from fossil fuel use, and 
while there is profi t to be made from 
it, capitalists will insist on using it. 
The lure of making a buck out of it is 
just too great to withstand.

In Australia, the federal gov-
ernment pays only lip service to the 
issue of taking action on climate 
change. They are certainly not going 
to let any proposed action on cli-
mate change interfere with business. 
Making money naturally takes prec-
edence over everything else!

Instead of fostering urgency and 
a sense of just how important this 
issue is for the future of human civi-
lisation, they connive at promoting a 
complacent smugness on the ques-
tion: no worries mate, she’ll be right.

But plainly, by any rational 
measure, it won’t. As American lin-
guist and academic Noam Chomsky 
says, “We’re approaching the level of 
global warming of roughly 125,000 
years ago, when sea levels were 
about 25 feet higher than they are 
now. You don’t have to have much 
of an imagination to know what that 
means.”

In an interview on US alternative 
radio, Chomsky noted that Donald 
Trump’s Transport Department had 
produced an extraordinary response 
to evidence of the link between 
greenhouse gasses and rising tem-
peratures. “It was a 500-page envi-
ronmental assessment study done by 
the Transportation Administration, 
the point of which was to argue that 
we should not impose new emissions 
controls on cars and trucks.

Their estimate was that by the 
end of this century, global tem-
peratures will have risen 4 degrees 
Centigrade. That’s way beyond what 
the scientific consensus says will 
make life unlivable. So, what they’re 
saying is, ‘We’re fi nished, it’s all 
done anyhow, by the end of the cen-
tury, everything will be destroyed. 
So why stop driving?’”

Can anything be more cynical 
and pessimistic – and frankly terri-
fying?  Well, yes: the fact that such 
a government report has not been 
received with widespread horror and 
alarm. This is a doomsday scenario 
and it has been allowed to pass by 
with the same smug complacency 
that I have already mentioned. I have 
written before about the curious way 
those who shout loudly for capital-
ism seem to believe that if they have 
wealth – and the power and infl u-
ence that goes with it under capi-
talism – then they will somehow be 
immune to the evil consequences of 

capitalism’s negative aspects. Little 
things like wars, crises of over-pro-
duction, and economic collapse.

Apparently, even if there is 
another Depression, it won’t affect 
rich people! Well, we all know that 
in the Great Depression of the 1930s, 
there were capitalists who made a 
packet out of stocks and real estate 
and by gambling on the fortunes (or 
more commonly, misfortunes) of 
their colleagues. But the crisis we 
are talking about here is not just eco-
nomic: it is universal.  

The Amazon rain forest is being 
burnt down at a feverish pace as 
landless peasants fall for a capital-
ist song that says removing the rain 
forest will mean farmland and even 
riches for them in the future. The 
capitalists behind this pipe-dream 
will certainly make money from it, 
but the peasants who are doing the 
dirty work for them, ripping out the 
rain forest − the planet’s lungs, let 

us never forget − will not become 
rich.

In the meantime, the Arctic ice 
sheet is melting as never before. 
Capitalist entrepreneurs are eyeing 
the moneymaking possibilities of the 
previously too often frozen areas of 
Alaska and Greenland: with easier 
year-round access, both regions have 
potential for US military bases in 
Trump’s beefed up hostility towards 
Russia and China, as well as for 
mining and oil drilling.

Trump (on behalf of the US) 
offered to buy Greenland, and seems 
bewildered by the fact that the 
people of that country did not jump 
at the chance to become a US colony. 
Trump, a billionaire from property 
deals, obviously thinks that “every-
one has a price” and that any opposi-
tion can be bought off.

However, I suspect that he will 
find that even those who are co-
operating with the capitalists that 

are looting the environment are not 
necessarily doing it in expectation of 
riches. Many of them, I am sure, are 
co-operating with the land-grabbers 
and the mining giants just to (hope-
fully) escape from poverty. And who 
is responsible for that poverty? Step 
up, imperialism’s corporate bosses!

Right now, those same corporate 
bosses are riding a wave of despera-
tion on the part of working people, 
as industries are shut down and jobs 
consigned to oblivion. Demagogues 
like Trump in the US and Boris 
Johnson in the UK are promising to 
rescue them from economic chaos, 
but it’s all a hollow sham, a tissue 
of lies that cannot avert the impend-
ing economic and environmental 
disaster.

Only the workers can avert that 
disaster, by taking over from the 
capitalists and running the global 
economy in sympathy with the 
environment. 

Doomsday

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland
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Ed Rampell

What I loved about director/co-writer 
Hari Sama’s This is Not Berlin (Esto 
no es Berlín) is that it immersed me 
(and I suspect most grinning Gringos 
and other non-Mexicans) into a world 
I’d never encountered before. Set in 
Mexico City in the mid-1980s, Sama 
depicts the punk rock scene, coun-
terculture and gay “subculture” of 
the Mexican capital of that era. It 
reminded me of the ultra-cool Andy 
Warhol “Factory” world in Manhattan 
during the 1960s and 1970s, with the 
kind of wild parties that Rico Salvatore 
Rizzo, aka Ratso (Dustin Hoffman), 
walked out of in 1969’s Midnight 
Cowboy, denouncing the revellers as 
“wackos, they’re all wackos.”

In Berlin’s ode to youthful rebel-
lion, 17-year-old Carlos (Xabiani Ponce 
de León) is a middle-class aspiring artist 
struggling against alienation, trying to fi nd 

himself and where he belongs. Along with 
his friend Gera (José Antonio Toledano) 
and his older sister Maud (a wannabe 
sister), they stumble into a hip demi-
monde of drink, drugs, sex and punk rock 
that revolves around a legendary, under-
ground nightclub – a sort of Studio 54 
for the acolytes of punk music called the 
Azteca. (The portentous title may hearken 
back to a pre-Columbian Mexico, before 
colonialism and Christianity.)

The young rebels also fi nd themselves 
at demonstrations and fi ghting their par-
ents, teachers and the police, as part of 
their cultural revolution against Mexico’s 
middle-class mores. It’s to the barricades, 
amidst lots of generation gap angst. 
Marina de Tavira (who was Oscar nomi-
nated for Best Supporting Actress for por-
traying the mother in Roma) plays Carlos 
and Maud’s mamacita, who may not be as 
un-hip as she appears to her kiddies.

Sama’s fi lm, which has been making 
the festival circuit – including Sundance, 

Tribeca, and Outfest (where I recently 
saw it, coincidentally sitting beside the 
director) – is also extremely stylish. In an 
organic synthesis of content, Berlin has an 
exceedingly original, bold form.

While the relationship between the 
buddies Carlos and Gera reminded me of 
the friendship in Alfonso Cuarón’s 2001 
Y Tu Mamá También, Berlin is unique. 
Sama’s look back at Mexico City decades 
ago is totally different, however, from 
Cuarón’s in Roma, although both depict 
tableaux of street fi ghting against repres-
sive authorities. And like this year’s Elton 
John biopic Rocketman, Berlin notes that 
people of different sexual orientations can 
remain amigos, no matter their gender and 
identity.

This audacious, bold, colourful fi lm 
is for moviegoers who like to see the 
world with fresh eyes. The almost two-
hour movie is in Spanish, with English 
subtitles.
People’s World 

This is Not Berlin
South of the border like never before
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Renaissance man
Jenny Farrell

Leonardo da Vinci, the oldest 
of the Italian High Renaissance 
artists, died fi ve hundred years 
ago, in 1519. Leonardo was born 
on 15 April 1452 near the village 
of Vinci, from which he takes 
his name. His mother, Caterina, 
the daughter of a poor farmer, 
worked as a servant. She was not 
married to Leonardo’s father, a 
professional notary, with whom 
Leonardo was living by 1457. 
He later lived with his paternal 
grandfather. It was during the 
seven years with his grandfather 
that Leonardo learnt to read, 
write, and calculate.

Leonardo’s grandfather died 
when the boy was twelve, at which 
time he returned to his father. As he 
was not the legitimate heir, Leonardo 
was not sent to further his education 
in a secondary school, and so he 
never learnt Latin, Greek, or higher 
mathematics; instead he took up an 
apprenticeship and ended up in the 
workshop of a master painter in 
Florence. This is where his career 
really began.

Florence in the 15th century, like 
much of Italy, was a violent place, 
where rival merchant dynasties 
fought each other for power. It was 
one of the largest cities in Europe, 
and it was the centre of the Italian 
Renaissance.

As a man of the people, rather 
than an aristocrat, all his life 

Leonardo had to seek employment 
with princes in order to earn an 
income. He designed weaponry for 
them, acted as a political adviser, 
designed costumes, and devised var-
ious entertainments, played music, 
and recited verse.

He was also a scientist. Modern 
science, based on experiment and 
experience, was emerging. Leonardo 
wrote in the Introduction to his 
Treatise on Painting: “To me it seems 
that those sciences are vain and full 
of error which are not born of expe-
rience, mother of all certainty, fi rst-
hand experience which in its origins, 
or means or end has passed through 
one of the fi ve senses. And if we 
doubt the certainty of everything 
which passes through the senses, 
how much more ought we to doubt 
things contrary to these senses, such 
as the existence of God or of the soul 
or similar things over which there is 
always dispute and contention.”

He pioneered this empirical 
approach in his anatomical draw-
ings, which gave him, for example, 
an understanding of the circulation 
of the blood centuries ahead of his 
time. Other interests included the 
cardiovascular system, the head, and 
the eye, with a realisation that light 
enters the brain through the eye – the 
opposite to contemporary medical 
thinking.

Visual records of dissec-
tions were rare at the time, and 
Leonardo’s drawings were unprec-
edented in their detail and accuracy. 

He composed these depictions at 
some considerable danger to him-
self: not only was he exposing him-
self to bacteria, he was also violating 
church law, with the threat of severe 
punishment.

He was also an architect and 
town planner. He was an engineer, 
who thought about linking rivers 
by means of canals, and came up 
with plans for building tunnels 
through mountains. He developed 
war machines as well. He discov-
ered laws governing optics, light, 
and gravitation. He closely observed 
the fl ight of birds and made plans for 
building a fl ying apparatus.

Moreover, Leonardo was one 
of the fi rst artists to make extensive 
use of paper. The demand for paper 
had increased dramatically following 
the invention of typesetting for the 
printing of books. Before this, writ-
ers and painters had used parchment. 
The arrival of cheaper paper meant 
that artists could draft and discard 
many ideas.

Another Renaissance innova-
tion that Leonardo made use of was 
oil paint, rather than the previously 
favoured fast-drying egg tempera.

But of course Leonardo is best 
known for his paintings, and in 
particular La Gioconda, known in 
English as Mona Lisa. The portrait 
is not very large: 77 × 53 cm, painted 
on poplar wood.

With his portrait of Ginevra de’ 
Benci in the mid-1470s Leonardo 
broke with the traditional genre of 

female portraiture in Italy. The sitter 
is not painted in profi le, as was then 
standard, but, like a man, in a three-
quarter pose. She is capable and 
intelligent, and is painted outdoors. 
This is also true for La Gioconda. 
However, comparing the features of 
the two women, it becomes appar-
ent that by the time he painted Mona 
Lisa he had a far more developed 
understanding of anatomy.

La Gioconda is a woman of 
means. Slight hints of columns on 
the edges of the painting and a balus-
trade indicate an aristocratic country 
villa, as does the elevated balcony. 
This house overlooks a landscape 
of water and the mountains, empha-
sised by towering clouds. A road to 
the viewer’s left and a bridge across 
a river on the right mirroring the road 
indicate human activity, though no 
other human form is present. The 
suggestion is that the countryside 
belongs to this woman’s family.

Different from his portraits 
of Ginevra de’ Benci and Cecilia 
Gallerani, Leonardo now softens the 
facial outlines and contours, using 
his technique of sfumato (smoki-
ness). Slower-drying oil paint ena-
bled him to blur edges and create 
a lack of definition that suggests 
movement. Similarly, the landscape 
is hazy.

Leonardo developed this tech-
nique through close observation and 
scientifi c thinking about how the eye 
perceives things, based on the fi l-
tration of sunlight through particles 

in the air, affecting the refl ection of 
light by objects. Sfumato enabled 
him to produce a vivid, apparently 
moving image of a living thing – 
person, plant, or animal. His treat-
ment of atmospheric light creates an 
impression of infi nite changeability.

In the case of the Mona Lisa 
this movement and energy is par-
ticularly apparent in the facial mus-
cles. And here lies the secret of her 
smile: sfumato shading and slight 
blurring create an uncertainty round 
her mouth and lips, a subtle transi-
tion between smile and no smile. 
Leonardo’s smokiness captures 
supremely and scientifi cally the way 
the eye sees living nature in contin-
ual movement and change; we might 
call it the dialectics of nature.

Sfumato is used for everything 
around the fi gure. Not only could she 
be “living” but so could the nature 
around her. Her image and the coun-
tryside in the background are not 
“photographic” images: they are 
depicted as the human eye perceives 
them, a person and external nature 
as seen by a human being. This is a 
truly revolutionary standpoint.

The painting enacts everything 
that Leonardo knew about life –
as an engineer, a scientist, and an 
artist. It expresses the very essence 
of Leonardo’s dialectical understand-
ing, all his insights into nature and 
humankind. It captures perfectly the 
spirit of the High Renaissance.
Socialist Voice 
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THE DICTATORSTHE DICTATORS
As more countries in Latin America move to the 
Right, there has been a tendency to whitewash 
the rule by military dictators during much of the 
20th century. The following poem by Nobel laure-
ate Pablo Neruda (1904-1973) should serve as a 
reminder of how bloody the rule of these dictators 
was.

The dictators

An odour has remained among the sugarcane:
a mixture of blood and body, a penetrating
petal that brings nausea.
Between the coconut palms the graves are full
of ruined bones, of speechless death-rattles.
The delicate dictator is talking
with top hats, gold braids and collars.
The tiny palace gleams like a watch
and the rapid laughs with gloves on
cross the corridors at times
and join the dead voices
and the blue mouths freshly buried.
The weeping cannot be seen, like a plant
whose seeds fall endlessly on the earth,
whose large blind leaves grow even without light.
Hatred has grown scale on scale,
blow on blow, in the ghastly water of the swamp,
with a snout full of ooze and silence

Translated by Robert BlyTranslated by Robert Bly

Novelist, playwright, journalist, labour leader and 
poet laureate of the Philippines Amado V Hernandez 
(1903-1970) spent years in prison because of political 
persecution.

Earth

I was christened
by the enemy,
stripped naked of name and liberty;
Ravished
in a cruel cage, on this lonely rock.
Cold, this rock-cradle
of pain,
for a weakened heart it is like the clutch of the grave.
No intrusion here
of wind, sunlight - and no dawn.
Tears nourished me,
The earth was my mat, in turn, too hot, too cold;
how dark the sky
shrouded by a thousand sorrows in the night!
With pain beyond endurance,
I saluted
the power of noble earth.
What miracle is this?
Heart and soul cried out at this Promethean power.
I am vowed
To vigil;
Earth is the beginning of all things,
Out of it come
the seed of green hope and life’s ripening.

Translated by E San Juan, JrTranslated by E San Juan, Jr

Until his tragic death in an air crash, David Diop (1927-
1960) was regarded as one of the most talented and promis-
ing of the younger generation of poets associated with the 
cultural movement known as Negritude. This movement 
was devoted to defi ning and expressing the special, dis-
tinctive cultural characteristics of black people and then 
to asserting the worth of those characteristics. Much of 
Diop’s poetry refl ects his strong anti-colonial stance.

Africa

Africa my Africa
Africa of the bold warriors roaming ancestral plains
Africa whose praise my grandmother sings
Beside her distant river
Never have I known you
But my glance is fi lled with your blood
Your fi ne black blood scattered over the fi elds
Blood of your sweat
Sweat of your toil
Toil of your enslavement
Enslavement of your children
Africa tell me Africa
Can this be you this back that bends
To cringe beneath the burden of humility
This trembling red-striped back
That says yes to the lash along the noonday path
I heard a voice gravely reply
O my impetuous son that robust tree
That young tree standing there
Proudly alone among the white and faded fl owers
That is Africa your Africa growing again
Growing again patiently stubbornly
Your Africa whose fruits little by little
Take on the biting taste of liberty.

Translated from the French by Norman R ShapiroTranslated from the French by Norman R Shapiro

Steve is a writer, political activist and regular contributor 
to the Guardian.

We Can Make a Difference

“It is not only what we do,
but also what we do not do, 
for which we are accountable.” Moliere.

Life is about changing things,
trying to make the world a better place,
and that sometimes means taking a stand,
against injustice and inequality
when terrible things are being done.

I’m only one person, but still I’m somebody
who can raise his voice and speak out,
and say when something is wrong.
I cannot remain silent and do nothing.

I can’t do everything, but I still can do something.
To make a start and hope that others will follow.
Things only change when individuals,
come together and act on issues that matter.

Together we can make a real difference,
it begins with just one person willing to
to stand up and challenge the evil being done,
to speak the truth and not be cowered.

Steven KatsinerisSteven Katsineris


