
The US has launched a new arms race. 
Australia is caught up in the middle of it 
and could be a target if the US launches an 
attack on the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC). It is not too late to stop Australia’s 
involvement in the US’s war plans and 
work towards harmonious relations with 
the China. But it will take a courageous 
government backed by a mass, anti-war 
movement to defy the demands of US 
imperialism.

For some years now the Australian and 
US governments have been preparing for war 
against China. References to China as the target 
in the 2014 and 2016 defence white papers 
were implied, rather than explicitly stated. 
However, there was no doubt who the main 
target was. Now the language has changed, 
China is directly referred to as a threat and war 
is openly mentioned.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said 
that the world had watched China for too long 
without acting. Meaning what?

In the Asia-Pacifi c and the Middle East ten-
sions are high. A direct, counter-revolutionary 
challenge is being made to China’s sovereignty, 
in particular the internationally recognised sov-
ereignty of One China, Two Systems is under 
attack. This is the aim of the external and inter-
nal forces behind the upheaval in Hong Kong 
and Taiwan.

The Australian government, the Labor 
Opposition and the corporate media have not 
let up in recent years demonising China, in a 
new Cold War. There is a real danger now of 
it escalating into a Hot War, not just with live 
fi re but with nuclear weapons. No one wins a 
nuclear war. Trump is delusional if he thinks 
he can.

More recent use of terms such “authori-
tarian states”, “foreign interference”, cyber 
attacks, and the legislation on foreign interfer-
ence and foreign political donations is all pri-
marily aimed at China as well as Russia. Now, 
the government has joined the media with all 
out language of war as well as direct references 
to China as the threat.

New arms race
Military spending has been quarantined 

from budgets and is set to increase to an 
astronomical $1 trillion over 20 years in line 
with instructions from the US at the time of 
President Obama. Recent developments sug-
gest that this could rise to even more obscene 
heights, while the unemployed continue to 
starve on $40 a day.

Earlier this month, the US tore up the 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty 
with Moscow. The then US and Soviet lead-
ers, Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, 

signed the INF treaty in 1987. Its aim was to 
eliminate the presence of land-based nuclear 
missiles and medium-range arsenals between 
500km and 5,500km from Europe.

Following his election, US President 
Trump announced his desire to increase the 
US’s arsenal of nuclear weapons. One of the 
barriers to this was the INF Treaty.

Trump is reportedly pushing for a sale of 
F-16 fi ghters to Taiwan worth US$8 billion, 
further adding to tensions.

“The sale of F-16s to Taiwan sends a strong 
message about the US commitment to security 
and democracy in the Indo-Pacifi c,” the chair-
man and ranking member of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee said on Friday August 9.

Taiwan is ruled by descendants of anti-
communist Chinese nationalists who lost the 
civil war in 1949 and sought refuge on the 
island under US protection. It was recognised 
as the Republic of China until 1971, when the 
UN recognised Beijing as the only legitimate 
Chinese government.

Fearing an invasion from the mainland, 
Taiwan has been on a weapons buying spree 
from the US, with a US$2.2 billion purchase 
of over 100 M1A2T Abrams tanks and port-
able air defence missiles approved last month.

A Pentagon draft Nuclear Posture Review 
that was leaked in January 2018 by Huffi ngton 

Post, sought to add two new nuclear weap-
ons to the American arsenal that would “sig-
nifi cantly lower the threshold for nuclear use”. 
In particular, the review called for the devel-
opment of new, so-called low-yield nuclear 
weapons.

The US had, at that time, more than 1,000 
nuclear warheads with low yield options! It 
also had 4,000 nuclear weapons in its active 
stockpile, which is more than enough to 
destroy the world many times over.

One nuclear weapon is one too many.
The US military are about to begin a pro-

gram of building and testing new, previously 
banned missiles now that they are no longer 
bound by the INF Treaty.

The US is also planning to deploy land-
based missiles in the Asia-Pacifi c region. At 
present the Australian government has not 
given the go ahead for them to be located in 
Australia.

Australia a target?
In any war that Australia is involved 

in against China, there is the possibility of 
Australia being targeted. There are more than 
60 US military bases and facilities in Australia. 
The spy and communications station at Pine 
Gap in central Australia is critical to US 
operations.

There is talk that if any of these land-based 
missiles are deployed in Australia, they might 
be based near RAAF Tindal, 320km south-west 
of Darwin. From there, the US’s long-range 
missiles could reach the South China Sea and 
well into the east of China’s land mass.

Malcolm Davis, senior analyst at the 
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, said that 
China already had the capacity to knock out 
Pine Gap and Tindal.

“They’re not going to let the US operate 
from northern Australia unmolested so we have 
to accept the reality that in war with China we 
will be hit by the Chinese directly. That’s real-
ity,” Davis said.

Australia already hosts 2,500 US marines 
on a permanent, rotational basis in Darwin. 
Australian forces train with them under US 
command.

Middle East
Not unconnected to the tensions surround-

ing China are developments in the Middle East 
where tankers have been hijacked and attacked. 
Trump had pulled the pin on the nuclear agree-
ment with Iran. Several British tankers were 
captured and there was a drone incident, all 
contributing to what has become a dangerous 
fl ashpoint.

Continued on page 5
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As the leaders of Pacifi c island states stepped off their planes 
at Funafuti, the capital of Tuvalu, they received a warm welcome 
from the children of Tuvalu, who in a symbolic action, sat singing 
in water in a moat. The song was “Save Tuvalu, save the world.” 
The leaders of 18 Pacifi c islands, including Australia, were in 
Tuvalu to attend the Pacifi c Islands Forum (PIF) with the ques-
tion of climate change at the top of the agenda. The PIF was 
founded in 1971 following decolonisation of most of the islands.

Tuvalu, according to the United Nations, is one of the most 
vulnerable to rising sea levels, which could render it uninhabit-
able in the coming century. It is also grappling with an ongoing 
outbreak of dengue fever and does not have a supply of safe 
fresh water.

Recent PIFs had put climate change high on the agenda and 
adopted largely general statements about the need to address 
climate change. This year, in light of the urgency of the matter, 
the Pacifi c Island nations were determined to adopt a stronger 
statement on climate change. In particular, the smaller islands 
sought a commitment to limit global warming to under 1.5°C 
and draft a plan for achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. This 
included a commitment from Australia to ban all new coal-fi red 
power stations and coal mines. Australia is the third largest fossil 
fuel exporter in the world, and as such a major contributor to 
global warming.

At the Forum, Australia was pitted against the smaller Pacifi c 
Islands. Prime Minister Scott Morrison refused to make any 
specifi c commitments relating to climate change targets. All refer-
ences to the word “coal” had to be removed, before they could 
gain agreement from the Australian delegation led by Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison. Pleas for action from drowning islands 
were met with an offer of $500 million in “aid” to adapt to climate 
change. The Pacifi c leaders were talking about the lives and 
future of their peoples. Already some islands are under water. 
Morrison was protecting the profi ts of mining corporations.

Tuvalu’s Prime Minister, Enele Sopoaga, condemned 
Morrison’s conduct during the Forum, calling his attitude “un-
fortunate” and “neo-colonial,” and went as far as questioning 
Australia’s future in the 18-member body. “We stressed very 
strongly during our exchange, in fact, between me and Scott 
[Morrison], that you are concerned about saving your economy 
in your situation in Australia,” Mr Sopoaga told reporters. “I’m 
concerned about saving my people in Tuvalu and likewise the 
leaders of other South Pacifi c small island countries. Please don’t 
expect that we came and we bow down [to Australia], or that sort 
of atmosphere.” He also said that, “... while you keep pouring 
your coal emissions into the atmosphere that is killing my people 
and drowning my people into the water.”

Fiji’s Prime Minister, Frank Bainimarama described 
Morrison’s conduct as “very insulting”. When asked if Australia’s 
approach might drive Pacifi c nations into the arms of the Chinese, 
Bainimarama said: “After what we went through with Morrison, 
nothing can be worse than him. China never insults the Pacifi c. 
... the Chinese don’t insult us. They don’t go down and tell the 
world that we’ve given this much money to the Pacifi c islands. 
They don’t do that. They’re good people, defi nitely better than 
Morrison, I can tell you that.”

Ironically, the $500 million being promised is part of the 
government’s Step-up engagement with the Pacifi c. This is one 
of the highest priorities of its 2017 Foreign Policy White Paper. 
The White Paper commits Australia to a more ambitious and 
intensifi ed engagement in the Pacifi c with the aim of countering 
China’s infl uence. It would appear that his callous and neo-
colonial disregard for the people of the islands may have done 
the opposite.

The leaders of the Pacifi c Island Nations can hold their heads 
up with pride having supported the interests of their people as 
they throw off the shackles of their past colonisation. The children 
of Tuvalu understood the seriousness of climate change and what 
failure to address it would mean.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
I tremble for my country when I refl ect that God is just: 
that his justice cannot sleep forever.

US President Thomas Jefferson – Notes on slavery in Virginia (1784)US President Thomas Jefferson – Notes on slavery in Virginia (1784)
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The way forward, 
growing
Vinnie Molina *

On May 18, a day after the last federal election, the 
CPA experienced a spike in membership enquir-
ies from all over the country, in particular from 
regional areas. Many of the enquiries were coming 
from people who have had some previous political 
affi liation in parties both big and small.

Following up on those enquiries, we have recruited 
new party members. Many feel they can no longer trust 
the two-party system, with the return of the Morrison 
government being labelled a miracle, Clive Palmer 
investing 80 million dollars into an election is anything 
but.

Since then the fl urry of enquiries has returned to 
normal as the election result fades away. It caught my 
attention that people are looking for answers and are pre-
pared to do their own research. Many of the enquiries 
came from areas where the CPA has had some activity. 
For example, some attended a rally where they saw our 
fl ags while others had been approached at rallies with a 
leafl et, sticker or the Guardian. Branch activity remains 
the most signifi cant way to promote the Communist Party 
of Australia. 

A couple of the new and potential members reported 
seeing a poster or sticker on a wall but only a few came 
from social media or websites. This makes sense and 
should highlight to members that we can’t wait for 
people to fi nd us on FB or on our website: we must go to 
them. This was the message from our last congress, and 
it directs us to take the party to the people.

There are many good party initiatives out there. An 
example would be the initiative of one young comrade 
to conduct interviews with elders of the Party that are 
posted on our social media. Public events and fund rais-
ers have also attracted some enquiries. Guardians sold 
or distributed on the streets by branch members are also 
doing their bit. We should be inspired by this to do even 
more.

Guardian sales and distribution is a task for all mem-
bers. We have to hit the streets every week, everywhere, 
in the country where there is party organisation. From 
Darwin, for example, we have received many comments 
about the Guardian, which is distributed weekly, and 
now there is a move to establish the Party organisation 
in the top end.

We need to grow our Party. Recruitment of new 
members is essential, and the methods we use to attract 
new members must be discussed and improved. As com-
munists, we must approach people about the Party’s poli-
cies and tell them why we are the party of the working 
class. We must use these opportunities to invite others 
to join in on the big project of building socialism in 
Australia. This is a call to organise, to create a better 
world, workplace, university, high school and, com-
munity organisation. Wherever we have one comrade 
that can become two or more comrades, we can come 
together to join the historical task of building a new, 
fairer socialist Australia for the benefi t of all.
* Vinnie is CPA President 

PRESS FUND
Visiting Pacific islands, PM Scott Morrison stubbornly 
refused to reduce Australia’s carbon emissions, National 
Party leader McCormack said Pacific Islanders threatened by 
climate change could come here and pick fruit, and shock-jock 
broadcaster Alan Jones said the PM should shove a sock down 
the throat of NZ PM Jacinda Ardern for sympathising with the 
Islanders! But Australian school students are showing the way. 
They’ll be taking climate change strike action on September 20 
in 51 locations around the nation and everyone is invited. Our 
children deserve a better future and we must help them, but 
don’t forget we need your help too, so please send in a Press 
Fund contribution for the next edition if you possibly can. 
Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:
R & F Ellis $50, “Round Figure” $15, “Sparky” $10, 
G Spiers $30, E Seymour $15, D White $10
This week’s total: $130
Progressive total: $4,020

Cuba vigil at Town Hall StationCuba vigil at Town Hall Station
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Peter Mac

Before the last NSW election, and despite 
widespread public opposition, the 
Berejiklian coalition government launched 
a lightning attempt to demolish the Allianz 
football stadium in Sydney’s Moore Park, 
with the intention of replacing it with a new 
stadium with a larger seating capacity.

The Moore Park proposal is part of a 
hugely expensive government program to 
update the city’s major football facilities. At 
one stage the government wanted to knock 
down and rebuild the Olympic Stadium at 
Homebush, but in view of public opposition 
because of the structure’s historical signifi -
cance the government backed off and will now 
renovate it.

The estimated cost of the program is $800 
million for modifying the Olympic stadium, 
$729 million for the new stadium at Moore 
Park and $360 million for the new Parramatta 
stadium, which opened last April. The total 
cost: a staggering $1.89 billion.

Opponents say the program is a huge waste 
of public money for the benefi t of the mega-
rich sporting corporations that use the major 
sporting facilities. And they’re right.

The existing stadiums rarely approach full 
capacity, partly because some spectators have 
advance seat bookings which they don’t always 
use, but also because there’s simply not enough 
current demand for the seats available.

The major sporting organisations believe 
they could boost demand by building bigger 
and more comfortable stadiums, so that sport-
ing or other events in Sydney or other state 
capitals couldn’t compete with the Sydney 
football mega-stadiums for “bums on seats.”

To achieve this, the Berejiklian govern-
ment wants to alter the existing Olympic sta-
dium, which was designed to cater for one-off 
major events such as the Olympic, Paralympic, 
Commonwealth or Invictus games, so that it 
can accommodate regular weekly events and 
in particular the National Rugby League, Super 
Rugby, and A-League matches.

Labor expressed vigorous opposition. 
Labor leader Michael Daley declared during a 
raging interview with right-wing “shock jock” 
broadcaster Alan Jones that if Labor won the 
election it would sack Jones and all the other 
members of the Moore Park Trust, which man-
ages the football stadium at Moore Park.

However, despite last minute legal chal-
lenges against the proposal failed, the gov-
ernment not only commenced demolition 
operations but was also re-elected at the last 
election – undoubtedly with the assistance of 

Jones. Flushed with success, the coalition set 
about demolition as fast as it could, and as 
someone bitterly observed the Moore Park site 
is now “just a hole in the ground.”

A deceit, gross 
waste of public money

There was never any justifi cation for the 
massive expenditure of money on building a 
new, bigger stadium at Moore Park. The gov-
ernment has argued that the design of the 
former Allianz Stadium did not meet National 
Construction Code standards. However, the 
stadium could have been modifi ed to comply 
with those standards rather than demolishing 
and rebuilding it at many times the cost of 
modifying it. 

The Moore Park stadium project is, in 
short, a gamble with more than $700 million 
of public money at stake, to improve the profi ts 
of the major sporting organisations.

Lend Lease, the company nominated by 
Berejiklian as the construction contractor, has 
now declared that it cannot build the new sta-
dium for the sum the government had in mind.

This contradicted the impression given 
by the government before the election, when 
it described Lend Lease as “the construction 
contractor.” Before the election, Lend Lease 
certainly had a contract, but only to demolish 
the then-existing stadium, not to construct its 

replacement, which was to be the subject of a 
second, separate contract.

Labor now says a new Moore Park stadium 
could be smaller to suit the current demand 
level, but the government won’t have any of 
that.

Two other companies have been nominated 
as possible tenderers to construct the new sta-
dium, but now it appears that the design for 
the new stadium has not even been completed.

Before the election, the Berejiklian govern-
ment was determined to deceive the state elec-
torate and to present it with a fait accompli, by 
rushing through the demolition of the Moore 
Park stadium, despite the lack of a design, con-
struction contract or reliable price.

The government has blundered because it’s 
ignoring the basic rules of design and cost. You 
can design something and get an estimate of its 
cost, or you can vary a design so it stays within 
a stated cost limit. But you can’t specify the 
design you want and then tell the construction 
industry how much it will cost. That’s not how 
capitalism works.

The government says the new stadium 
will be built on time and on budget – but that’s 
what they said about the new eastern suburbs 
light-rail system, which is running way behind 
schedule and astronomically over cost.

Before the election, Labor focused on the 
stadium program because it believed it was a 
great example of taxpayer money misspent, 

and that it lacked public support. They were 
right, but it’s only one example of the entire 
spectrum of coalition government activities 
which are a potential disaster for ordinary 
people in NSW and a bonanza for the private 
sector.

The narrow tunnels for the new privately-
operated Metro lines were built within one 
term of government so it would be virtually 
impossible for a later government to integrate 
the new line into the main government-oper-
ated double-decker train system, and that’s a 
major long-term liability.

The NSW Lands Registry Services and 
other state assets were sold and much of the 
inner Sydney bus network was privatised, in 
a series of blitzkrieg attacks, surprising the 
public and overriding initial protests. The mas-
sive WestConnex tollway has ripped through 
Sydney’s historic older suburbs. In rural areas 
vast quantities of scarce river water has been 
quietly diverted for the benefi t of big irrigators, 
and in the capital cities the big developers have 
been given free rein to cut corners in high-rise 
residential construction, with disastrous results.

The football stadium rebuilding program is 
just the latest example of a corrupt government 
in a mad rush to privatise government enter-
prises and boost the profi t levels of the big cor-
porations, in a vastly expensive program with 
major failings for the working people of NSW 
and their descendants. 

Australia
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IPAN WA presents

The Coming War on China by John Pilger
How likely is war on China?

What might it mean for Australia?
Screening on Sunday, August 25 at 2 pm

Venue Trades Hall, 82 Beaufort Street, Perth
(opposite WA Museum)

Gold coin donation
Enquires, contact: Elizabeth on 0421 113 343
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Richard Titelius

On August 6, 1945, 75,000 people 
were killed instantly by the 
dropping of an atomic bomb. 
Three days later, on August 
9, 45,000 people felt the same 
fate. Analysing the events and 
aftermath of those days, the 
Communist Party of Australia 
held a Politics in the Pub entitled 
“No Nukes for Australia” which 
also included discussions against 
uranium mining.

As we shall see, the two propo-
sitions are linked even though the 
latter is fuelling a global nuclear 
power industry which is neither effi -
cient, economical or sustainable.

The fi rst speaker was Dr Tilman 
Ruff of the International Campaign 
to Abolish Nuclear (ICAN) weap-
ons, the recipient of the 2017 Nobel 
Peace Prize, Dr Ruff, who brought 
the award to the meeting and allowed 
it to be circulated around the venue 
for all to see.

What propelled ICAN to interna-
tional prominence was its Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
(TPNW) which “explicitly prohibits 
under all circumstances the devel-
opment, production, stockpiling, 
transfer and use of nuclear weapons 
and other forms of nuclear explo-
sive devices. Hosting and threaten-
ing to use nuclear weapons and other 
nuclear explosive devices is also 
illegal as is assisting or encouraging 
anyone else to engage in any conduct 
prohibited under the Treaty.”

Dr Ruff said the risk of nuclear 
confl ict was as great as it has ever 
been, and we are also in a climate 
change tension state.

The TPNW was adopted by a 
UN diplomatic conference on July 7, 
2017 with the support of 122 nations 
and for it to be ratifi ed requires the 
signatures of 50 states. Currently 
there are the signatures of repre-
sentatives from 25 states – exclud-
ing Australia which instead is bound 
by a treaty with the US in which we 
support the use of nuclear weapons 
as a “deterrent.” Australia has signed 
onto other weapon treaty bans such 
as the Cluster Munitions Ban Treaty 
of 2008 and Land Mines Ban Treaty 
of 1997.

The next speaker was Adrian 
Glamorgan, a Quaker Peace Activist, 
who began by asking the meeting to 
imagine an imminent nuclear attack 
occurring and what we could do in 
seven minutes before a nuclear war-
head exploded causing a 7,000C 
degrees heat explosion. Glamorgan 
said it would be futile to think there 
is anything you could do to escape.

He suggested calling loved ones 

as it would be futile to try to escape 
from the intense heat of a nuclear 
fi restorm. Glamorgan said he had 
found it diffi cult trying to engage 
the government on the Nuclear Test 
Ban Treaty and suggested they didn’t 
want us to talk about it. This attitude 
by the government, said Glamorgan, 
contributes to the fear and miscalcu-
lations which can occur when there 
are tensions between nation states.

Glamorgan said there were so 
many real and pressing problems 
facing humanity at the moment, not 
the least being climate change, which 
are threatening not only biodiversity 
and causing extreme weather events 
to be more frequent and intense, but 
they are also occurring more rap-
idly than science had previously 
predicted. Glamorgan concluded 
that we need to transform the way 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade operated. We also needed to 
transform Australia’s media laws to 
ensure all messages get heard.

Dr Christopher Crouch, was 
the next speaker a member of the 
Independent and Peaceful Australia 
Network (IPAN) national committee, 

who had recently returned from the 
biannual conference held in Darwin 
during early August 2019. Dr Crouch 
said there was an urgent need for a 
rational discussion about the need for 
peace and for there to be an alterna-
tive to a military economy.

The fi fth IPAN conference was 
held in Darwin towards the end of 
the Talisman Sabre war games, off 
the north Queensland coast, involv-
ing 34,000 troop from a number of 
Pacifi c nations including Australia, 
Japan and the US – and which also 
used depleted uranium munitions 
during parts of the exercises. The 
existence of these war games is 
part of a push to help soften up the 
Australian population to the concept 
of a perpetual war economy.

Part of this push came from the 
previous US President Obama’s 
Pivot to Asia/China which sought 
to create a ring of missile defences 
on China’s south-eastern fl ank. This 
has also meant the creation by the 
US military of a two million square 
kilometre zone around the island of 
Guam to conduct live missile tests. 
Australia is drawn into this pivot 

by having 2,500 US marines based 
in Darwin. Largely neglected by the 
Australian media, but of signifi cance 
in the ramping up of the US military 
pressure, the recent Australia-US 
M i n i s t e r i a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n s 
(AUSMIN) meeting saw further 
plans to lock Australia into US plans 
for perpetual war. These plans reveal 
a collapse of global diplomacy, the 
undemocratic nature of war, and the 
movement towards a military or war 
economy. What happened to the con-
cept of international security which 
was supposed to build a brotherhood 
of nations?

Dr Crouch asked, “Can nuclear 
weapons bring peace? No, nuclear 
weapons cannot bring us neither 
peace nor security.” The things that 
bring security are having enough 
potable water resources, food and 
good health and quality education 
services. It is also human dignity 
which makes us secure.

Dr Crouch noted that the cli-
mate emergency “Doesn’t care 
about border crossings and who 
does and doesn’t want to cross.” cli-
mate change and the threat of nuclear 

weapons are existential issues which 
are eroding human life and around 
which an erosion of diplomacy and 
diplomatic missions make it more 
diffi cult to achieve consensus and 
action.

A question and answer session 
followed which included a brief 
presentation by the WA Nuclear Free 
Alliance spokesperson Mia Pepper 
who spoke about the movement 
between Aboriginal and non-Aborig-
inal people to ban uranium mining. 
Uranium mining was becoming 
increasingly unprofi table as the ura-
nium ore price was in freefall.

However, what is keeping ura-
nium mining going was that it pro-
vided the raw materials for nuclear 
power which is linked to the infra-
structure necessary to produce 
nuclear weapons. It is not possi-
ble to use nuclear power for peace-
ful purposes. The Communist Party 
of Australia joins with ICAN and 
IPAN in pushing for the abolition of 
nuclear weapons and war and calls 
on the Australian government to 
ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons. 
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It’s dangerous, it’s undemocratic and it’s back
Scott Morrison wants to introduce the most 
anti-union laws we have seen in a genera-
tion – the so-called Ensuring Integrity Bill. 
This is a major attack on our democracy.

These laws would give Scott Morrison, 
big business their lobbyists power to interfere 
with how unions are run, to disqualify union 
offi cers, to shut down unions, and stop unions 
from merging.

Just today the IR minister Christian Porter 
has declared a war on working people and 
specifi cally stated that the bill is designed to 
give the government the power to deregister 
unions, in this case CFMMEU.

This bill is a serious attack on working 
people and the trade union movement. It does 
nothing to stop big business stealing wages. 
It does nothing to keep people safe at work. It 
will do nothing about record low wage growth 
that is causing the economy to stall. It will do 
nothing to fi x insecure work.

In fact, this law will undermine workplace 
safety, increase wage and superannuation 
theft, and make it harder for workers to get 
pay increases and be represented when they 
need help.

Scott Morrison is trying to make it harder 
for unions to do our job of standing up for 

working people. When unions are under 
attack, all working people suffer. This bill 
must be stopped.

Scott Morrison doesn’t have a mandate to 
introduce these laws. He didn’t announce any 
industrial relations policy during the election 
campaign – in fact he didn’t talk much about 
working people at all – but he’s going to try 
and get these laws in place anyway. 

When the Liberals tried to get these 
undemocratic laws through the senate in 2017 
and 2018, union members took swift action to 
ask cross bench senators to block the bill, and 
those senators listened. 

Now we have a new senate, and a gov-
ernment determined to ram through undemo-
cratic, anti-union laws. As Senator Eric Abetz 
put it recently, the Ensuring Integrity Bill is 
“unfi nished business” for Scott Morrison’s 
government. 

We will need everyone to take action 
again in coming weeks to stop these anti-
worker, anti-union laws in their tracks. 

Be ready. We will be back in touch soon. 
In unity, 

Michele O’Neil 
ACTU President 

australianunions.org.au
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Continued from page 1
The US responded by set-

ting up Operation Sentinel that 
it expects its allies to join. The 
European countries are not rush-
ing to join, believing that the US 
brought this on itself by pulling out 
of the agreement before it expired.

According to US Central 
Command, Operation Sentinel 
will “promote maritime stabil-
ity, ensure safe passage, and de-
escalate tensions in international 
waters throughout the Arabian 
Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, the Bab el-
Mandeb Strait (BAM) and the Gulf 
of Oman.”

It might also lead to US attempts 
to occupy Iran – another trail of 
death and destruction and another 
war it cannot win.

Economic context
These developments have been 

occurring to the backdrop of a global 
economy that is showing all the signs 
of an impending crisis. The US’s 
senseless trade war against China is 
being felt around the globe, includ-
ing in the US.

In particular the US’s imposi-
tion of tariffs on China could have 
serious repercussions for Australia 
if they are not lifted. The tariffs are 
also hurting the US economy as 
China retaliates with its own tariffs.

China surprised the US govern-
ment by a devaluation of its cur-
rency. Devaluation makes China’s 
exports cheaper in the US, counter-
ing the impact of tariffs. At the same 
time, US’s exports to China will 
become more expensive. The amount 
of devaluation was small, possibly 
meant as a warning.

US pressure on anyone doing 
business with Iran is also aimed at 
Beijing.

China has a trump (apologies for 
the pun) card up its sleeve: it could 
reek havoc by dumping sum or all 
of the US$1.4 trillion worth of US 
Treasury bills it currently owns. 
Such action could bring global stock 
markets crashing down and trigger 
a fi nancial crisis, possibly far more 
serious than the 2007-08 crisis. 

In the past, China has said that 
it does not aim to hurt the US econ-
omy, but the tensions and pressures 
are mounting. Perhaps the most 
important is that of China’s sover-
eignty which is not negotiable.

War a way 
out of crises

More seriously, the US’s pur-
suit for global economic and mili-
tary hegemony is facing diffi culties. 
China’s economic growth has been 
more rapid than the US estimated 
and the level and speed of its mili-
tary modernisation also caught the 
US by surprise.

The US faces challenges as a 
declining economic power against 
the ascendancy of China and India. 
China with its Belt and Road 
Initiative and other investments and 
loans, has given considerable assist-
ance to developing countries.

Imperialism has historically 
used war to lift itself out of deep 
economic crises. This was the case 
in the First and Second World Wars. 
For example, the Second World War 
lifted economies out of a state of 
crisis following the Great Depression 
that hit in 1929.

Nothing has changed. The mili-
tary industrial complex is big busi-
ness, with some of the highest rates 
of exploitation and profit in the 
world. If they are to continue pro-
ducing and making profi ts, then their 
weapons and other material need to 
be used. It is also one of the worst 
polluters.

Relations strained
Liberal MP Andrew Hastie in an 

opinion piece in the Age and Sydney 
Morning Herald (08-08-2019) made 
reference to the French fi ghting the 
Nazis, which in essence amounted to 
a comparison between Hitler and Xi 
Jinping.

Hastie is  the chair  of 
Parliament’s Joint Intelligence and 
Security Committee, and so could 
be seen as someone in touch with 
the thinking of our intelligence 
agencies.

He says that, “almost every stra-
tegic and economic question facing 
Australia in the coming decades will 
be refracted through the geopolitical 
competition of the US and the PRC.” 
No thought of co-operation.

His article reflects the way 
Hastie looks at the world, through 
the eyes of a capitalist. It is very 
different to the approach based on 
cooperation, mutual benefi t and shar-
ing being advanced by President Xi 
Jinping.

“We strongly deplore the 
Australian federal MP Andrew 
Hastie’s rhetoric,” the Chinese 
Embassy said in a statement fol-
lowing Hastie’s comments. “It goes 
against the world trend of peace, 
cooperation and development. It is 
detrimental to China-Australian rela-
tions,” the statement said.

As a result relations between 
Beijing and Canberra are further 
strained.

The Australian government is 
paranoid that China will move in 
and take over the Pacifi c Islands 
that it sees as Australia’s stomping 
ground in its role as medium sized 
imperial power. But successive gov-
ernments have taken these nations 
for granted, with the arrogance 
and racism of a colonial power. 
Australia’s hand-outs (“aid”) have 
mostly worked in the interests of 
Australian businesses, rather than 
the recipient countries.

But Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison’s conduct at the recent 
Pacifi c Islands Forum did nothing 
to bring these small nations into 
the embrace of Australia. Quite the 
contrary. (See Editorial, page 2.) It 
was embarrassing to say the least, as 
Morrison thought he could buy them 
off with dollars when they were talk-
ing about their survival.

AUSMIN
Just what Australia’s role will be 

in the new arms race is not clear at 
this point in time. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Marise Payne and Minister for 
Defence Linda Reynolds hosted 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and 
Secretary of Defense Mark Esper 
on August 4 in Sydney for the 29th 
Australia-United States Ministerial 
Consultations (AUSMIN). 

They cemented Australia’s role 
as US deputy sheriff in the Asia-
Pacifi c and Indian Ocean regions. 

However, the important content from 
these talks is not publicly released, 
rather generalised statements about 
closer ties, etc.

Following AUSMIN, Esper said 
the US “is now in an era of great 
power competition. And our strategic 
competitors are China and Russia, 
principally in that order.” The US 
sees Iran as a threat to both its and 
Israel’s interests in the Middle East. 
Whereas China has strong ties with 
Russia and Iran.

At present Australia has its eco-
nomic foot in China and South East 
Asia, and its military foot in the US 
camp. The US is applying pressure to 
Australia to come down off the fence 
on the US side.

China is not our enemy. 
What has China ever done to hurt 
Australia? Without China Australia 
would have experienced a deep 
recession following the global fi nan-
cial crisis.

A war against China, apart from 
all the lives and damage it would 
cause, would not be in Australia’s 
interests. Our economy would 
come crashing down, much of the 
war would be fought in regions 
that Australia relies on for shipping 
cargo.

Fascism and War
It is unacceptable that Australia 

supports a position whereby an array 
of US warships can sail with impu-
nity close to the Chinese coast and 
even worse that Australia joins the 
US in these types of threatening 
exercises. It is time for Australia 
to assert its sovereignty and inde-
pendence, to stop playing the role of 
Deputy Sheriff for US imperialism.

The government passed legis-
lation to allegedly remove foreign 
interference and infl uence but com-
pletely bypassed some of the main 
sources of political interference. 
The US is a foreign power too. The 

foreign military bases and the for-
eign spy/communications station at 
Pine Gap are not under Australia’s 
control. They should be shut down.

The high concentration of the 
Murdoch media and its reactionary 
politics is another example of foreign 
infl uence. In the 2013 elections it ran 
a front page saying “Kick this mob 
out”, referring to Labor, and that is 
what the electorate did.

The economic problems facing 
workers, the resultant reactionary 
political developments and the grow-
ing threat of war require an urgent 
response by the working class and 
progressive people in every sphere 
– in the workplace and community, 
at the national level and with the 
building of links of international 
solidarity.

War has always been a hallmark 
of imperialism. Fascism is also a 
hallmark of imperialism when bour-
geois democracy no longer serves 
its purpose giving the illusion of 
democracy and freedom.

The Communist Party of 
Australia calls on the Australian gov-
ernment to:
• refuse to participate in the US’s 

military operations in the Middle 
East;

• refuse to host US missiles, war 
planes and military on Australia’s 
shores;

• close Pine Gap and other US 
bases;

• recognise the sovereignty of the 
People’s Republic of China;

• end its military alliance with the 
US;

• further develop trade, cultural 
and other relations with China on 
the basis of mutual benefi t and 
equality;

• No new coal, phase out those 
which currently exist.

There is another path to fascism 
and war. It is socialism and peaceful 
coexistence with other nations. 

Australia

Part of the pro-China rally in Belmore Park on Saturday, August 17. (Photo: Denis Doherty)

Adelaide

Drop in to 
the Doghouse 
for a chat
Talk to CPA party members 12 – 2 pm

Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Visit the Worker’s library, 
working class classics

Monthly evenings of music 
6-10 pm (bar facilities)
66 Wattle Ave Royal Park
(Southside entrance)

China: No to war!
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PW: Let’s get acquainted. Who are you 
guys, and how did you meet?

A: Matt is a professor of media studies 
and communication at Greenville University 
in Greenville, Ill. He’s also a podcast producer. 
Dean is a Catholic PhD student at the Institute 
for Christian Studies in Toronto and writes as a 
journalist. We fi rst met on the internet, on some 
forums related to progressive Christianity, and 
later we worked on some research together. 
We’ve shared a similar trajectory in terms of 
exploring our own Christian upbringing and 
the left, and we decided to start this podcast 
as an excuse to hang out and keep thinking all 
that through.

PW: Would it be fair to say that you 
embrace what’s been called “liberation theol-
ogy?” Or how might you qualify that?

A: In a way, yes, we embrace certain forms 
of liberation theology. When liberation theol-
ogy talks about what it calls a “preferential 
option for the poor,” and tells us to look for 
where people are marginalized in all societies, 
we resonate with that. We really admire people 
like Ernesto and Fernando Cardenal, Frei 
Betto, Leonardo Boff, James Cone, Dorothee 
Soelle – all those folks. We’re also interested 
in the ways theology works itself out in other 
revolutionary situations.

For example, the “theology of struggle” as 
it has emerged from the Christians for National 
Liberation in the Philippines, and the “Three-
Self Movement” in the People’s Republic of 
China, both of which are branches of Christian 
theology that come out of revolutionary situa-
tions but are different from liberation theology 
in important ways.

If theology is moving people to act toward 
liberation, we usually fi nd it pretty compelling. 
Liberation theology, as a historical movement, 

is great and defi nitely worth our attention, but 
we try to make it a point to look for the theolo-
gies that emerge from struggle globally.

We’re also not trained theologians, so in 
some ways, it might be more accurate to say 
we’re Christian Communists interested in lib-
eration theology, instead of liberation theolo-
gians interested in communism. We’ve learned 
a lot from liberation theology, though, and we 
want to keep learning from it and other radical 
theologies.

PW: Given your backgrounds, I see 
that The Magnifi cast largely centres around 
Christianity. Are you interested in what’s hap-
pening in other faith communities and tradi-
tions? Or in interfaith dialogue?

A: We’re certainly interested in what’s 
happening in other faith communities, but 
we haven’t engaged traditions outside of 
Christianity on The Magnifi cast. Maybe that’s 
something we should change.

That being said, there are folks of many 
different faiths that inspire our work and our 
politics. Malcolm X, for example, is a really 
important challenge for white Christians espe-
cially. There’s a long tradition of Jewish rad-
icalism that informs a lot of the historical 
work we’re interested in, too, and there are 
some incredible acts of resistance in Muslim 
and Indigenous communities in the US and 
Canada. Some of the most important Christian 
fi gures for us were or are also heavily invested 
in interfaith dialogue, like Christian-Muslim 
dialogue in the Philippines, so these things go 
together historically.

It’s also important for white Christians 
to take the time to learn from other commu-
nities, including Christians of colour, not in 
order to convert everyone to a certain form 
of Christianity but to understand how our 

own communities are propping up systems of 
oppression as a hegemonic religious identity.

PW: Is there an activist component to your 
podcasts, or do you keep it entirely within the 
realm of the conversational?

A: Yes, there is an activist component. 
We have many episodes where we interview 
activists themselves and get their perspec-
tive on a particular topic, or boost their signal, 
or encourage people to support what they’re 
doing.

For example, we’ve done episodes with 
Erin Green, an LGBTQ activist at Brave 
Commons about LGBTQ students at Christian 
schools, Hannah Bowman, a Christian activist 
working for prison abolition, Jim Hodgson on 
his work as an election observer in Venezuela, 
and LGBTQ exclusion and inclusion within 
Christianity with Blaire Bohlen.

We also talk a bit about our friends in the 
Friendly Fire Collective, an eclectic group of 
people of faith made up of Communists and 
anarchists mostly in Philadelphia. They’ve 
put on some retreats and done some organis-
ing against ICE (Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement), for example, and we did epi-
sodes asking them about what those actions 
looked like and how their community is 
developing.

There were also a few episodes we did on 
a group called Christians for Socialism, which 
started in Chile during Salvador Allende’s 
presidency and then got exported around the 
world after the coup. That led us to work with 
some other people to try to get Christians for 
Socialism going again. It’s gone up and down 
in terms of consistency and practice, but it’s 
something we’re still working on and value.

PW: What have been a few of the high-
lights of your now approaching 12 dozen 
podcasts?

A: It’s hard to choose, but some stand out. 
Jim Hodgson, a member of the United Church 
of Canada, talked to us about his work as 
an election observer in Venezuela after Juan 
Guaidó proclaimed himself a counter-president 
in February. Being able to hear from Jim about 
his experience on the ground was illuminating, 
and it was good to be able to share that with 
a wider audience. Jim works with Christians 
in the region, so it also felt like a small way 
to amplify their struggle for other progres-
sive Christians in countries that are putting 
Venezuela under sanctions and discouraging 
dialogue.

Another highlight is some of the in-depth 
conversations we’ve been able to have on the 
show concerning violence and exactly how 
Christians ought to approach the diffi culty of 
being peacemakers in a violent world. That’s a 
hard conversation to broach with Christians, so 
fi nding our own way through it has been help-
ful for us and for a lot of our listeners.

We’ve also been able to ask hard questions 
about Christianity. We did an episode with 
Amaryah Armstrong for example about some 
Christian ways of thinking that helped build 
white supremacy, and another one with Marika 
Rose on how struggling with Christianity 
means fi nding a way to own the really reac-
tionary stuff and not pretend it’s all liberation 
discourse all the time.

Apart from great guests and deep conversa-
tions, we’ve also learned a lot about the history 
of the interplay between the left and Christians. 
Some of our favourite historical episodes were 
on Christians in the Three-Self Movement in 
China, the history of Christianity in the DPRK, 
and revolutionary Christians in Nicaragua.

Another highlight is hearing feedback from 
listeners. We’ve had emails from people who 
felt totally alone in their political and spiritual 
convictions, and they’ve felt supported by the 
conversations on the show.

We’ve heard from Communists who grew 
up Christian and felt the need to leave the faith, 
but now feel like they can either fi nd a place 
within it or connect with some part of them-
selves that was important to them. Those are 
really big moments because it means you’re 
not just talking into the void.

PW: What kind of audience response do 
you get? Have you been forced to retract or 
even rethink anything you’ve done on the show 
in light of criticism?

A: Being Christian Communists on the 
internet defi nitely does direct some negative 
attention to the podcast. We get cranky trolls 
from time to time, but other than that we’ve 
found the community formed around our show 
to be pretty helpful and good faith interlocu-
tors. For example, in our earlier episodes, we 
weren’t as intentional as we should have been 
about including voices from women and non-
binary people, or people of colour.

This is something that our audience was 
perceptive about and they rightly urged us 
to work on that. There’s always room for 
improvement, but we’ve become more inten-
tional about including and amplifying other 
voices in our conversations, though we still 
have a really long way to go.

We did an episode on Assyrians that was 
prompted by our friend Meia, an Assyrian who 
helped us see that many Christians and others 
who are forced to leave their homes follow-
ing imperialist wars, or who are genuinely 
persecuted as minorities in their regions, get 
alienated by anti-religious language or totally 
forgotten by people on the left. That’s some-
thing we never would have considered if it 
weren’t for Meia’s intervention, and our audi-
ence seems to be engaging those issues more 
too.

There have only been a few times when 
we’ve had to retract or rethink something. The 
most notable moment was when we were too 
critical of Catholic Workers. Luckily, we had 
some listeners who are involved in the Catholic 
Worker and they graciously helped us rethink 
some of our positions. It worked out for the 
best because they came on our show to talk 
about it!

PW: So far between you, I’ve heard a 
complete overlap of views. Do you fi nd your-
selves differing on any issues of substance or 
approach?

A: For better or worse, we do tend to over-
lap pretty closely. Sometimes we have differ-
ences based on how we come at a certain topic, 
and we’re both part of different Christian tra-
ditions, but for the most part, all the substan-
tive stuff is the same. Dean is a Catholic, and 
Matt is a Protestant. In some places, this would 
cause huge disagreements, but because we’re 
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Christian Communism
Meet the hosts of “The Magnifi cast” podcast
Eric A Gordon

People’s World (CPUSA) was recently introduced to a remarkable phenomenon out 
there in Cyberland that we’d like to share with our readers. The Magnificast is a 
weekly podcast about Christianity and leftist politics. Each episode focuses on the 
under-explored territory of Christianity and the left that they didn’t teach you in 
Sunday School.

According to co-hosts Matt Bernico and Dean Dettloff, “the big idea is to contribute to 
the dialogue between Christians and leftists, and hopefully motivate some Christians to 
transform their desire for justice into political action.” PW posed a few questions about 
the program, and Matt and Dean kindly responded.

A man walks by a small shrine with a picture of Jesus Christ next to a local offi ce of the Italian Communist party Rifondazione Comunista in Venice, 

Italy. (Photo: Domenico Stinellis)
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both committed to material struggles and anal-
yses these differences tend not to defi ne our 
relationship.

PW: What do you see happening with 
Magnifi cast? Is there a book in your future? 
A mini-series? A documentary or a major 
Hollywood fi lm? And who would play you?

A: We’ve tried to write a couple of books, 
but we’re too busy to get them done. We have 
a lot of ideas for projects that stem from our 
work on The Magnifi cast, but making media as 
Christians and Communists is kind of a tough 
sell for a lot of people. We have plans for other 
podcast projects. We don’t know whom to cast 
in our future biopic since it would just be us 
sitting in front of microphones and telling bad 
jokes, but if we could get Boots Riley to direct 
it he can cast whomever he wants.

PW: And now, speaking for the Religion 
Commission of the Communist Party USA, 
what more could be done, by us or by any 
people in the larger faith community, to extend 
the infl uence of your kind of thinking about 
religion?

A: In our historical research, we’ve found 
that it’s really important for Communists to 
pay attention to the resonances they might 
have with Christians and other people of faith. 
Part of that means coming to terms with how 
Communism has alienated people in the past, 
too.

Tim Buck, who led the Communist Party 
of Canada (CPC) for years, once said that 
sometimes by being anti-religious, the party 
was following the path of least resistance, 
because they wouldn’t get arrested for com-
plaining about pastors or metaphysics like they 
would when they got people worked up about 
capital. He said that diverted people away from 
talking about what’s really important (a good 
Leninist principle). That’s good self-refl ection, 
we think.

It would also help to have things like the 
Religion Commission dig through the his-
tory of the CPUSA or the CPC and fi nd where 
people of faith showed up in the Communist 
movement themselves, as Robin DG Kelley 
has done in his work on Black Communists 
in Alabama. There are often more interest-
ing characters and communities than people 
think! Producing resources that make these sto-
ries accessible, or creating resources that can 
help people of faith understand the mechanics 
of class struggle and other struggles, would be 
immensely helpful and something the Religion 
Commission might be uniquely skilled to do.

That’s something we try to do on the pod-
cast a bit. It makes Communism seem less 
scary if a Christian hears a story about a pastor 
who was in a party or where the Christian tra-
dition anticipates or agrees with Marxism.

Communists should also go out of their 
way to help people of faith when they’re doing 
good organising work. Even though Christians 
aren’t always anti-capitalists, they’ve been 
doing some amazing work around deporta-
tions and immigration, and in our experience 
when people organise together there are a lot 
more opportunities for breaking down some 
of those historical barriers. We have a friend 
in the Communist Party of Canada, Dan, who 
works with the Games Workers Union.

He says he wants to work really hard so 
that people remember him as “the Communist 
you know,” a nice person who is willing to 
put in the effort to help make a better world. 
A lot of Christians could defi nitely use more 
exposure to Communists, and Dan’s phrase is 
a good motto.

It’s especially important now, though, that 
Communists work to create solidarity between 
people of different faiths and no faith, and to 
dismantle oppressive ideologies, including 
Christian ones. White Christians are one of the 
most dangerous constituencies in our societies, 
electorally and otherwise, and Communists 
have tools to help organise against that 
hegemony.

Christianity didn’t save several histori-
cally Black churches from being burned down 
or shot up in the last few years, for example. 
That doesn’t mean saying all Christians or 
Christianities are bad. But it does mean work-
ing together to build a popular movement that 
can distinguish the struggles that happen within 
faith communities, and push the contradictions 
so that more liberating currents can be born.
People’s World 
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The co-hosts of The Magnifi cast – Matt Bernico (left) and Dean Dettloff (right).

We’ve found that it’s really important for 
Communists to pay attention to the resonances they 
might have with Christians and other people of 
faith. Part of that means coming to terms with how 
Communism has alienated people in the past, too.
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Joe Sims

The US working class has received special 
attention from the Trump campaign’s 
fi rst days; since his election, it has been 
singled out for special assault. “America 
First” was portrayed as making working-
class America fi rst; “Make America Great 
Again” meant reawakening the greatness of 
the American working class.

But the Trump agenda as thus marketed 
had a not-so-subtle double edge: “America 
First” meant putting “forgotten” white workers 
fi rst. American greatness meant a back-to-the-
future return to a Happy Days-inspired Wonder 
Bread-like suburban past, where blacks knew 
their place, Mexican Americans (always a vis-
ible, vibrant part of the American fabric) were 
rarely seen, and Asians didn’t exist.

Clearly, Trump’s assault was prima-
rily aimed at workers of colour: immigrants, 
African Americans, Muslims. But it’s vital to 
point out that this offensive is directed at the 
working class as a whole. It’s not only Central 
American migrants fl eeing poverty and vio-
lence who are demonised and pitted against 
US citizen workers; workers in private indus-
try are played off against government employ-
ees; people who have jobs are portrayed as 
having interests apart from the unemployed; 
rural workers are depicted as having a culture 
vastly different from those in the cities – even 
workers in basic industries are posed against 
one another.

The attack has been many-sided: politi-
cal, psychological, and ideological. It has been 
legal and extra-legal. Trump has used threats, 
intimidation, racism, national chauvinism, and 
sexism in a no-holds-barred attempt to main-
tain his base and utilise the machinery of state 
power to “win ugly,” but at all costs win.

The anti-worker president
While the conquest of political power 

is doubtless a goal, for the forces gathering 
around the Trump administration winning is 
a thing beyond victory in elections. The real 
aim here is the complete subjugation of the 
working class in its entirety to create the best 
conditions for reducing labour costs and max-
imising profi ts. And to achieve this they must 
break the back of the trade unions, who present 
their chief and most consistent obstacle – it’s 
class struggle in the raw.

Notwithstanding attempts to portray him-
self as a “proletarian billionaire,” Trump is the 
most anti-worker president in recent history. 
His administration wasted no time in imple-
menting anti-worker measures. In its early 
days, they opposed raising the federal mini-
mum wage and supported the GOP repeal of 
Obama’s Fair Play and Safe Workplace execu-
tive order protecting workers from wage theft.

Trump also delayed implementation of 
the fi duciary rule requiring Wall Street invest-
ment “advisors” to act in the best interests of 

their working-class clients, costing workers 
tens of millions of dollars. Much to the GOP’s 
and Wall Street’s pleasure, the rule was later 
made null and void by the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals.

Setting his sights on federal workers, early 
on Trump cancelled a proposed two percent 
wage increase. The administration then initi-
ated a series of anti-labour actions. At the top 
of the list was an Obama-era regulation gov-
erning overtime. Workers now had to earn over 
$35,000 a year instead of $23,000 before the 
requirement for overtime pay kicked in.

Trump was just getting started. According 
to the Washington Post, he went on to set aside 
regulations making large contractors reveal 
labour law violations and removed a rule 
making corporations keep records of worker 
injuries from year-to-year.

Attack on women 
and LGBTQ rights

Rules assisting working-class women were 
also set aside. Trump rescinded the “2014 Fair 
Pay and Safe Workplaces order President 
Barack Obama had put in place to ensure that 
companies with federal contracts comply with 
14 labour and civil rights laws.”

The rule covered two issues affecting 
women workers: pay cheque transparency and 
forced arbitration clauses for sexual harass-
ment, sexual assault, or discrimination claims.

The pay cheque transparency rule 
addressed the problem that out of the 50 worst 
wage-theft violators that the Government 
Accountability Office examined between 
2005-2009, 60 percent had been awarded fed-
eral contracts even after being penalised by 
the Department of Labour’s Wage and Hour 
Division. The rule barred the granting of fed-
eral contracts to companies involved in wage 
theft.

Another proposed rule change would 
remove Obamacare’s anti-discrimination meas-
ures designed to protect transgender care. The 
proposed changes would eliminate protections 
from discrimination on the basis of gender 
identity and sex stereotyping.

If the rule goes into effect, health care pro-
viders could refuse to cover transition-related 
health care costs for transgender patients. A 
conscientious objection rule change fi nalised 
in June impacts both transgender patients and 
those seeking abortions. It exempts those with 
moral objections from a penalty for refusing 
medical care that they claim violates their 
religion.

Deregulation
Trump’s objective with these measures? 

Create a “good business atmosphere,” that is, a 
climate good for corporate profi ts. The means 
to achieve it? Deregulation – the removal of 
regulations governing capital’s relations with 
labour and society in general, including the 

environment, health and safety, collective bar-
gaining, reproductive rights, wage theft, over-
time, child labour, voting rights, you name it.

Enacting the Chamber of Commerce and 
Wall Street agenda, Trump demanded “two for 
one,” that is, two regulations be eliminated for 
every one kept, measures that affect worker’s 
rights in every conceivable way.

Deregulation of rules on health and safety, 
for example, resulted in jettisoning guidelines 
protecting workers from hazardous chemicals. 
In order to save industry some $11 million a 
year, the Trump administration cancelled a 
requirement for training for construction and 
shipyard workers to avoid exposure to beryl-
lium, a known carcinogen.

Another set of rule relaxations were aimed 
at worker compensation. Corporations would 
no longer be required to keep multi-year 
records of workplace injuries. Adding insult 
to injury, in a case before the Supreme Court, 
the Trump administration attempted to per-
suade the justices to end collective action suits 
regarding injuries.

The Department of Labour 
is now the chief promoter 
of big business

The main vehicle for implementing 
Trump’s anti-worker agenda has been the 
Department of Labour. Under Trump, the 
DOL has turned into its opposite. It has 
become the chief promoter of big business, 
and it’s done so with a vengeance. Over and 
over again, it’s taken measures to weaken 
organised labour. 

The DOL has:
• proposed repealing a rule that employers 

report how much they’ve spent on anti-
union campaigns;

• reversed a rule supporting worker rights to 
organise free of employer interference;

• terminated a decision on unions’ right to 
bargain on terms of employment;

• suggested companies end agreements to 
hold union elections.

Of enormous consequence with respect 
to organising fast-food workers – many of 
whom are African-American and Latino – at 
McDonald’s and other similar establishments, 
the DOL overturned a “decision making 
employers responsible for bargaining with 
workers if they have direct or indirect control 
over these worker’s employment.” They did so 
by narrowing the joint-employer standard “to 
the point at which many workers would fi nd 
it nearly impossible to bring all fi rms with the 
power to infl uence their wages and working 
conditions to the bargaining table.”

These fast-food restaurants had gotten 
around organising by making each individual 
company a franchise allegedly independent of 
the parent corporation.

The DOL’s anti-union actions didn’t end 
there. They issued executive orders limiting 

the amount of time workers can do union busi-
ness and demanded federal agencies arrange 
union contracts in less than a year. They also 
rescinded the Obama-era “persuader” rule, 
which required employers to disclose their 
relationships with union-busting law fi rms.

Even laws preventing child 
labour are under threat of 
being reversed

New rules would allow teenagers to be 
employed as operators of power-driven patient 
lifts in hospitals and nursing homes.

By all expectations, Trump’s new head 
of the DOL will make matters far worse. The 
union-busting son of the late Justice Antonin 
Scalia is a well-known defender of corporate 
interests. Scalia took on Walmart as a client in 
opposing health care spending for employees. 
The US Chamber of Commerce hired him to 
oppose the fi duciary rule.

Scalia is likely to approve yet another 
new rule the DOL has forwarded to the White 
House. It would require extensive fi nancial 
reporting by state public worker unions, tying 
unions up in red tape while they’re preparing 
for upcoming state legislature battles.

Trump’s announced change in the public 
charge rule (public charge means anyone 
receiving government benefi ts) would deny 
green cards to working-class legal immi-
grants. The rule favours wealthy immigrants 
from wealthy countries over workers who 
come here without pre-existing resources. 
Some 365,000 immigrant workers would be 
directly affected, but the repercussions could 
extend to millions.

Trump’s target: 
Working-class unity

Thus, in nearly every arena – be it immi-
gration, protections for women workers, 
LGBTQ rights, collective bargaining, health 
and safety, or the environment – Trump has 
systematically undermined and removed ben-
efi ts and protections won by our country’s 
working class over decades. Trump’s policy is 
implementing the wish list of each corporation 
with them in charge, most notable here is the 
energy sector and the rollback of environmen-
tal along with health and safety standards.

More broadly, Trump aims at breaking the 
unity between the multiracial working class 
and its democratic allies.

As a result, the wages, health, and living 
standards for all workers are being lowered, 
particularly for workers of colour and women. 
All working people and poor, in fact, all of 
good faith living in the US, have a big stake 
in combating this anti-working class agenda 
by removing Trump and his supporters from 
offi ce. It is the chief political imperative of our 
times.
People’s World 

Trump’s war on workers

International
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Jordan Davidson

Greenland is open for business, but it’s 
not for sale, Greenland’s foreign minister 
Ane Lone Bagger told Reuters after hear-
ing that President Donald Trump asked his 
advisers about the feasibility of buying the 
world’s largest island.

Sources told CNN that President Trump 
has made repeated inquiries into the possibil-
ity of buying Greenland, an autonomous ter-
ritory, from the Danish government. He has 
raised the issue during meetings and dinners 
and even gone so far as to have White House 
counsel examine the possibility. The story was 
fi rst reported by The Wall Street Journal.

A Republican congressional aide told the 
AP that Trump brought up the idea in conver-
sations with lawmakers so many times it made 
them wonder if he was serious, though the law-
makers did not take the idea seriously.

Danish politicians wasted no time in ridi-
culing the idea, as Reuters reported.

“It has to be an April Fool’s joke. Totally 
out of season,” former Prime Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen wrote on Twitter.

“If he is truly contemplating this, then 
this is fi nal proof, that he has gone mad,” said 
Soren Espersen, foreign affairs spokesman for 
the Danish People’s Party, to a Danish broad-
caster. “The thought of Denmark selling 50,000 
citizens to the United States is completely 
ridiculous.”

This is actually not the fi rst time the US 
has showed interest in acquiring Greenland. 

In 1946, the US offered to pay Denmark $100 
million to buy Greenland, the AP reported.

Greenland is home to the US military’s 
northernmost base, the Thule Air Base, which 
is about 750 miles north of the Arctic Circle. 
The base, a strategic outpost during the Cold 
War, features a radar and listening post that 
reaches far into Russian territory. It also 
houses a missile warning system that can warn 
of incoming intercontinental ballistic missiles, 
according to CNN.

Greenland offi cials wasted no time to use 
the free publicity to tout its natural resources 
and to sell itself as a tourist destination, as USA 
Today reported.

“Greenland is rich in valuable resources 
such as minerals, the purest water and ice, 
fi sh stocks, seafood, renewable energy and 
is a new frontier for adventure tourism,” said 
the Greenland Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
a tweet that included a link to the territory’s 
tourism website.

The idea to buy Greenland started with 
friends of Trump’s outside the administra-
tion who brought up the idea of purchasing 
Greenland as a potential legacy-builder on 
par with Eisenhower giving statehood to both 
Alaska and Hawaii, according to the Wall 
Street Journal. Trump thought the world’s larg-
est island might be for sale because he heard 
that Denmark was facing fi nancial trouble.

“What do you guys think about that?” 
Trump asked a room full of advisers, as The 
Wall Street Journal reported. “Do you think it 
would work?”

Greenland handles all of its own affairs, 
except defence and foreign policy, which 
are controlled by the Danish government in 
Copenhagen. Greenland’s politicians would 
like to keep it that way.

“I am sure a majority in Greenland believes 
it is better to have a relation to Denmark than 
the United States, in the long term,” said Aaja 
Chemnitz Larsen, Danish MP from Greenland’s 
second-largest party Inuit Ataqatigiit (IA), to 

Reuters. “My immediate thought is ‘No, thank 
you.’ ”

Even Rufus Gifford, a former US ambassa-
dor to Denmark weighed in on Twitter in words 
not often seen in diplomacy.

“Oh dear lord. As someone who loves 
Greenland, has been there nine times to every 
corner and loves the people, this is a complete 
and total catastrophe,” he wrote.
EcoWatch 

International

Trump proposes 
buying Greenland

Turkey

Women’s group offers solidarity to Syrian refugees

Still stranded in the Mediterranean

Steve Sweeney

Women in Turkey have come together and 
sent a message of solidarity with thou-
sands of Syrian refugees being deported 
as authorities crack down across Istanbul.

The Yoğurtçu Women’s Forum met in 
Turkey’s largest city to discuss the plight of 
the country’s 3.6 million Syrian refugees as the 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) govern-
ment implements a major clampdown.

The response came soon after President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s party suffered a 
humiliating defeat in municipal elections, 
losing control of the capital Ankara.

In a particular humiliation for the AKP, 
a rerun of the Istanbul mayoral election pro-
duced a landslide victory for Republican 

People’s Party (CHP) candidate Ekrem 
Imamoglu over former prime minister Binali 
Yildirim.

But despite being lauded by many on the 
left as a potential challenger to Erdogan, the 
Istanbul mayor has added his voice to the 
increasing anti-Syrian rhetoric.

In a television interview last month, he 
claimed that Syrians were a drain on Istanbul’s 
fi nances and would alter the ethnic composi-
tion of its population.

“It has come to a level that threatens peo-
ple’s incomes. There are many Syrians that 
work unregistered,” he said. “We have to pro-
tect our people’s interests. They cannot change 
Istanbul’s colour recklessly.”

In July, municipal authorities issued a 
four-week deadline for Syrians living in the 

city without papers to return to the provinces 
where they are registered. Failure to abide by 
the deadline could lead to forced repatriation.

Turkey has been a major player in the 
Syrian war that provoked the refugee crisis, 
arming jihadist groups fi ghting the Syrian gov-
ernment and invading northern Syria to attack 
Kurdish organisations.

The Yoğurtçu Women’s Forum warned that 
authorities have stepped up identity checks at 
metro and railway stations in Istanbul. Raids 
on homes are taking place and neighbours are 
being encouraged to report refugees to the 
authorities.

“It is usually children and women who are 
without identifi cation,” often afraid to leave 
their homes for fear of being detained, the 
group said.

“Lots of refugees are reported by their 
neighbours.

“In places such as [Istanbul districts] 
Esenler, Basaksehir, and Sultanbeyli, the police 
raid houses, saying that they have received a 
report.”

The group tore into the CHP, warning that 
the party behaves no differently from the ruling 
AKP, which was “taking its revenge on refu-
gees. ... In fact, addressing the NGOs in meet-
ings, they openly say: ‘We received votes with 
this policy, we cannot do anything.’ They do 
not have a different attitude from the AKP.”

Outlining measures that can be taken to 
support Syrians, the group said in a message 
to refugee women: “We are glad that you are 
here. Welcome.”
Morning Star 

Eleven harrowing days aboard 
an NGO migrant rescue ship 
stranded in the Mediterranean 
fi nally came to an end today for 
nine of the 160 rescued migrants 
on board the Open Arms. The 
ship, owned and operated by the 
Spanish NGO Open Arms, res-
cued 123 people on August 1 and 
2. Since then it has remained at 
sea having been denied a port of 
safety by both Italy and Malta.

On Saturday night, while keep-
ing to international waters between 
the two nations, the crew rescued a 
further 39 people. A young boy dis-
playing symptoms of tuberculosis 
was evacuated from the ship by the 
Italian coastguard.

This morning, two women need-
ing specialist medical treatment and 
their families were taken to Malta by 
the island nation’s authorities.

“We are with them with heart,” 
Open Arms tweeted. “Good luck for 
their lives and their future. On board 
there are 151 people who need a safe 
haven right away.”

It has been an eventful weekend 
in the Mediterranean for the civil 
fl eet, which has carried out Europe’s 
role since it cancelled its search and 
rescue operations at sea in April.

Meanwhile the Ocean Viking, a 
vessel jointly operated by Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) and SOS 
Mediterranee is currently taking 
care of 356 migrants rescued in the 
last 72 hours. Yuka Crickmar, MSF’s 
humanitarian affairs offi cer on board 
the Ocean Viking, said: “Every single 
person I’ve spoken to so far has 
experienced either arbitrary impris-
onment, extortion, being forced 
to work in slavery-like conditions 

or torture. I’ve seen the scars from 
severe beatings.

“It’s clear from looking into their 
eyes, how much people have been 
through. They told me they were 
ready to die in the sea, rather than 
live another day suffering in Libya.”

German NGO Sea Eye said that 
its ship, the Alun Kurdi, is heading 
to Spain to refuel and resupply. The 
ship’s director of operations Barbara 
Held said the Open Arms and Ocean 
Viking must be assigned a safe har-
bour as is their right according to 
international maritime law.

“Europe must fi nally face up to 
its responsibilities,” Held said.

“Europe must create safe rescue 
roots and fi ght the causes of fl eeing, 
not the people fl eeing.

“We will be back soon. We will 
do everything we can to ensure that 
the Alun Kurdi is back in the rescue 

area as soon as possible. A new crew 
stands ready to save lives.”

European Union accused of “sur-
rendering migrant lives to mafi as”

The European Union was 
accused of “surrendering migrant 
lives to mafi as” during a press con-
ference hosted on Lampedusa Island 
as a rescue organization vowed to 
continue protecting lives at sea.

Spanish non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) Proactiva: Open 
Arms director Oscar Camps told 
those gathered that “in international 
waters, there are no immigrants.

“No decree, no fi ne, no code of 
conduct, no politician will prevent us 
from protecting human lives at sea.”

He was speaking at a press con-
ference on the island where rescue 
vessel Open Arms is waiting for 
permission to land 151 people in a 
nearby Italian port.

Camps warned that the EU is 
sending African migrants back into 
the hands of human traffi ckers.

“A very biased opinion trend 
is being created ... for international 
waters belong to everyone,” he said. 
He explained that international mar-
itime law does not speak of immi-
grants but of “lives in danger.”

Camps explained there were four 
minors and three pregnant women 
on board the ship and they required 
urgent assistance after being rescued 
at sea.

But Italy’s far-right Interior 
Minister Matteo Salvini has con-
solidated his “closed ports” policy 
by introducing legislation that sees 
NGOs fi ned as much as €1 million 
(AU$1.12 million) for bringing 
migrants ashore.
Morning Star 
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Sockless at the Toxteth
I have just been to Politics in the Pub at 
the Toxteth Hotel in Sydney, and heard 
Maria Kostakedis and Mark Davis, who 
have both been fabulous and brave jour-
nalists, talking about Julian Assange. They 
knocked my socks off. We have been sold 
an incompetent, and worse, bill of goods 
by the recent ABC Four Corners episodes.

It was a cheap trick to show him morphing 
like some sort of chameleon by graphic spe-
cial effects. As Mary Kostakedis said, we all 
change our appearance over time. I am sure I 
could be portrayed as a shape-shifting lizard, 
with a changing beard, hair, and just grow-
ing older. I loved the bit where someone 
called Crowley from the US administration, 
a mass killing machine, was maintaining that 
WikiLeaks revelations had put lives at risk, 

but was not challenged to say the name of one 
person who had been killed.

And where, instead of the baseless accusa-
tions, were the views of John Pilger and Noam 
Chomsky? Where indeed was any truly inves-
tigative journalism, instead of scuttlebut and 
hearsay.

I believe the superb former ABC and SBS 
journalist, Mark Davis, when he tells us the 
Julian Assange he knew ... brilliant, as well as 
naive, as well as perhaps lacking some social 
skills, but idealistic in believing that journalism 
could and should hold power to account.

Julian Assange is locked up because he 
has exposed US war crimes, and for no other 
reason.

There has to be public pressure to force 
this wretched government and no less wretched 
“opposition” to stand up for an Australian citi-
zen who has committed no crime, and deserves 
the highest praise.

As Mary K said, the allegations from 
Sweden are an insult to any woman who has 
suffered rape. And he did not get Caligula in 
Washington elected: he published what he had.

Justice now for Julian Assange! To protect 
Assange is to protect real journalism. I will do 
as Mary K urged us: have a look at the ABC 
Code of Practice, and identify where Four 
Corners went wrong ... failing to follow half 
to two thirds of it, in its hatchet job on Julian 
Assange.

Free Julian Assange, now!
Stephen Langford OT (Order of Timor)

Sydney

Main points for progressive 
tax system
Guardian readers might fi nd the following 
points about tax helpful in putting forward 
a real alternative.

1. The repeal of any form of a general 
goods and services tax;

2. A restructuring of the tax system so that 
tax rates for high income earners and big cor-
porations are increased while the rates for wage 
and salary earners and others on low incomes 
are reduced;

3. Closure of corporate tax avoidance 
loopholes;

4. Payment of normal taxes on profits 
earned in Australia but sent overseas;

5. A cut-back of government handouts to 
the wealthy corporations in the form of direct 
grants and tax concessions;

6. The support and maintenance of pub-
licly-owned enterprises and services;

7. A crackdown on family trusts which are 
used by high-income earners to avoid tax;

8. Raising the tax-free threshold to $13,000 
– $250 per week;

9. A tax system that is simple to operate 
and transparent.

A progressive tax system must replace the 
GST and the outrageous tax breaks and subsi-
dies paid to wealthy corporations.

Jo Dunleavey
Wodonga

No illusions
The Liberal-National government seems 
determined to undermine any illusions that 
workers may have had in bourgeois democ-
racy. Firstly, the miserably low “Newstart” 
benefi t, at a level way below that of subsist-
ence, pauperises many.

The futile and timewasting tasks required 
to receive it are humiliating and demoralising, 
punishing the unemployed for capitalism’s fail-
ure to provide suffi cient work.

Secondly, the government’s mass extortion 
of billions of dollars from current and former 
social security recipients (and now including 
disability and age pensions) through robo-
debt means that even years after receiving 
their meagre payments people can be forced 
to pay some of it back, even though arbitrary 
tax was supposedly abolished with the end of 
feudalism.

Hopefully, with the dashing of illusions 
in a benign government, workers can be in 
a better position to withstand the onslaughts 
directed at them, like the Ensuring Integrity 
Bill which is designed to smash effective 
unions.

David Bastin
ACT

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Raúl Castro Ruz

Fidel’s authority and his close relationship 
with the people were key to the country’s 
heroic resistance during the dramatic years 
of the Special Period ...

At that time few in the world would have 
bet on our ability to resist and overcome in the 
face of adversity and the intensifi cation of the 
enemy blockade. Our people, however, under 
the leadership of Fidel, provided an unforget-
table lesson in resolve and loyalty to the prin-
ciples of the Revolution.

Recalling these diffi cult moments, I think 
it right and fi tting to return to what I said 
about Fidel on July 26, 1994, one of the most 
diffi cult years, on the Isle of Youth, over 22 
years ago: I quote: “The most illustrious son 
of Cuba this century, he who showed us that 
the attempt to capture the Moncada Garrison 
was possible; that we were able to turn that 
loss into a victory,” which we achieved fi ve 
years, fi ve months. and fi ve days later, on 
that glorious January 1 of 1959 – this last 
comment added to the words I spoke on that 
occasion.

He showed us, “Yes, it was possible to 
reach the coast of Cuba in the Granma yacht; 
that yes, it was possible to resist the enemy, 
hunger, rain and cold, and organise a revolu-
tionary army in the Sierra Maestra following 
the Alegría de Pío debacle; that yes, it was 
possible to open new guerrilla fronts in the 
province of Oriente, with ours and Almeida’s 
columns; that yes, it was possible to defeat the 
great offensive of over 10,000 soldiers with 
only 300 rifl es,” after which Che wrote in his 
Campaign Diary, that with this victory the 
backbone of the army of the tyranny had been 
broken: “That yes, it was possible to repeat the 
feats of Maceo and Gómez, extending with 
Che and Camilo’s columns the struggle from 
the east to the west of the island; that yes, it 
was possible to defeat, with the support of the 
entire people, the tyranny of Batista, backed by 
US imperialism.

“The man that showed us that yes, it was 
possible to defeat in 72 hours,” or even less, 
“the mercenary invasion of Playa Girón and at 
the same time, continue the campaign to eradi-
cate illiteracy in one year,” as was happened 
in 1961.

“That yes, it was possible to proclaim 
the socialist character of the Revolution 90 
miles from the empire, and when its warships 
advanced toward Cuba, following the brigade 
of mercenary troops; that yes, it was possible 

to resolutely uphold the inalienable principles 
of our sovereignty, without fear of the threat 
of nuclear aggression by the United States in 
those days of the October 1962 missile crisis.

“That yes, it was possible to offer solidar-
ity assistance to other sister peoples struggling 
against colonial oppression, external aggres-
sion and racism.

“That yes, it was possible to defeat the 
racist South Africans, saving Angola’s territo-
rial integrity, forcing Namibia’s independence 
and delivering a harsh blow to the apartheid 
regime.

“That yes, it was possible to turn Cuba into 
a medical power, reduce infant mortality fi rst, 
to the lowest rate in the Third World, then as 
compared with other rich countries; because at 
least on this continent our rate of infant mortal-
ity of children under one year of age is lower 
than Canada’s and United States (Applause), 
and at the same time, signifi cantly increase the 
life expectancy of our population.

“That yes, it was possible to transform 
Cuba into a great scientifi c hub, advance in 
the modern and decisive felids of genetic engi-
neering and biotechnology; insert ourselves 
within the fortress of international pharmaceu-
ticals; develop tourism, despite the US block-
ade; build causeways in the sea to make Cuba 
increasingly more attractive, obtaining greater 
monetary income from our natural beauty.

“That yes, it is possible to resist, survive, 
and develop without renouncing our principles 
or the achievements won by socialism in a uni-
polar world dominated by the transnationals 
which emerged after the fall of the socialist 
camp in Europe and the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union.

“Fidel’s enduring lesson is that yes it is 
possible, that humans are able to overcome the 
harshest conditions as long as their willingness 
to triumph does not falter, if they accurately 
assess every situation, and do not renounce 
their just and noble principles.”

These are the words that I expressed more 
than two decades ago about a man, who, fol-
lowing the fi rst disastrous battle at Alegría 
de Pío – which the day after tomorrow will 
celebrate its 60th anniversary – never lost 
faith in victory, and 13 days later, already 
in the mountains of the Sierra Maestra, on 
December 18 of the aforementioned year, 
with seven rifl es and a fi st full of combatants, 
stated: “Now we have won the war! This is 
the undefeated Fidel that brings us together 
through his example and demonstration that, 
Yes, it was possible, yes, it is possible, and 
yes, it will be possible!”

So, I repeat that he demonstrated that yes, 
it was possible, yes, it is possible, and yes, it 
will be possible to overcome any obstacle, 
threat or disturbance in our resolute effort to 
build socialism in Cuba, or in other words 
guarantee the independence and sovereignty 
of the homeland!
August 13, 2019 

For the working people …

All is possible
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Mark Gruenberg

NEW YORK: There are lots of questions 
and not many answers, so far, about the 
suicide of serial sexual predator Jeffrey 
Epstein in the federal Metropolitan 
Correctional Centre (MCC) in Manhattan 
on August 10.

And the conspiracy theories about 
Epstein’s death are already starting to swirl.

Epstein, 66, committed suicide in his MCC 
jail cell, New York’s coroner/medical exam-
iner announced on the morning of August 12. 
Epstein had been held without bail while await-
ing trial on charges about his sexual predation 
and procurement of underage girls – as young 
as 14 – in New York and Florida.

Epstein’s suicide ends the criminal case 
against him, which Geoffrey Berman, the US 
attorney in Manhattan, was preparing, but 
not civil cases against his multimillion-dollar 
estate. Or the questions.

One, though she did not say so, is how 
much Epstein’s clout, wealth and social prom-
inence – all characteristics of the corporate 
fi nancial class he moved in – let him get away 
with.

Between his arrest July 8 on those preda-
tion and procurement charges and his suicide, 
Epstein had been under suicide watch at the 
MCC from July 23-29. The watch then ended.

One question: Why? A former federal 
Bureau of Prisons psychiatrist, interviewed 
by Vox, said such watches usually last at most 
two days, with follow-up checks on inmates. 
Another answer for the end of the suicide 
watch from the union local that represents the 
MCC corrections offi cers and other workers: 
severe short-staffi ng at the prison.

Short-staffi ng at all federal prisons, not just 
the MCC, is an issue the prison staffers’ union, 
the Government Employees, and their Bureau 
of Prisons sector have complained about for 
years.

The MCC, American Federation of 
Government Employees (AFGE)’s local presi-
dent there says, had fewer than 70 percent of 
its allotted corrections offi cers. There and at 
other prisons, non-offi cers – including cooks 
and vocational ed teachers – often must fi ll in. 
The remaining offi cers, all in high-pressure 
jobs, toil 60-70 hours weekly, the union adds.

Meanwhile, the civil cases will go on 
against Epstein’s multimillion-dollar estate, 
which includes not just his ultra-expensive 
Manhattan townhouse and palatial mansion 
in Palm Beach, but also a private Caribbean 
island, a southwestern ranch, and at least a 
dozen private airplanes.

Many of the women, now adults, have 
indicated through their attorneys they intend to 
pursue such civil cases. Some are disappointed 
that Epstein, by suicide, evades prosecution for 

his crimes. They include Jennifer Araoz, who 
came forward to testify that Epstein raped her 
when she was 15.

“This week, we intend to pursue justice for 
our client, Jennifer Araoz, and hold account-
able those who enabled Mr Epstein’s criminal 
activity,” said her attorney, Dan Kaiser in a 
statement. “Regardless of his untimely death, 
our case will move forward. Jennifer deserves 
her day in court.”

But an attorney for one of the other women 
told morning news shows his client now has 
closure on Epstein’s predation of her and is 
glad no other women will ever have to suffer 
from his procurement and sexual excesses.

And while Epstein committed suicide to 
avoid prosecution, his co-conspirators may get 
picked up now.

The New York indictment of Epstein listed 
unnamed co-conspirators in his sex-traffi cking, 
procurement and use of the underage girls. He 
paid victims in cash and coerced some of them 
to recruit other girls.

But just the day before Epstein killed him-
self, a New York federal judge unsealed 2,000 
pages from a prior civil settlement between one 
Epstein victim, Virginia Roberts Guiffre, and 
a top Epstein co-conspirator, British socialite 
Ghislaine Maxwell.

In those papers, Guiffre stated Epstein 

forced her into sexual servicing of other 
prominent men. She named Britain’s Prince 
Andrew – known in the UK as “Randy Andy” 
– former Senator George Mitchell of Maine, 
former New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson, 
Harvard law professor Alan Dershowitz, an 
unnamed foreign prime minister, an unnamed 
foreign prince, and several unnamed fi nanciers.

All those named deny the charges. 
Dershowitz says the papers exonerate him; the 
other three say they never met or even heard 
of Guiffre.

President Trump, then a prominent New 
York developer who moved in the same social 
circles as Epstein, was not a client of Epstein’s 
sexual procurement ring, Guiffre said. But in a 
separate comment before he ended their friend-
ship, Trump indicated some knowledge of what 
was going on. “I’ve known Jeff for 15 years. 
Terrifi c guy,” Trump told New York 17 years 
ago. “He’s a lot of fun to be with. It is even 
said that he likes beautiful women as much as I 
do, and many of them are on the younger side.”

Other politicians from both parties, includ-
ing Trump’s personal attorney, former New 
York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, and two 
Democratic presidential hopefuls, Senators 
Elizabeth Warren and Kirsten Gillibrand, want 
to know why the prison’s suicide watch on 
Epstein ended.

Serene Gregg, president of AFGE Local 
3148, which represents the MCC staff, gave 
one answer to Reuters: “If it wasn’t Mr 
Epstein, it would have been somebody else, 
because of the conditions at that institution. 
It wasn’t a matter of how it happened or that 
it happened, but it was only a matter of time 
for it to happen. It was inevitable. Our staff is 
severely overworked.”

Meanwhile, the Justice Department is put 
in the awkward position of investigating itself. 
So far, nobody has raised confl ict of interest 
concerns about that.

Attorney General William Barr announced 
the FBI is probing what happened and so is 
the agency’s Inspector General. The IG is sup-
posed to be an independent offi cial, but the 
Justice Department’s IG is now exploring alle-
gations – fi rst aired by President Donald Trump 
– of FBI misconduct in the investigation of 
Hillary Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server 
while she was Secretary of State.

As the investigations start, conspiracy the-
ories are hitting the internet, aided and abetted 
by Trump. He’s retweeting a right-wing fantasy 
and video – without any evidence in back of it, 
of course – blaming Epstein’s death on Bill and 
Hillary Clinton.
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The decision by the Hague-based 
International Court of Justice 
that the Chagos Islands – with 
their huge US military base at 
Diego Garcia – are being illegally 
occupied by the United Kingdom 
has the potential to upend the 
strategic plans of a dozen regional 
capitals, ranging from Beijing to 
Riyadh.

For a tiny speck of land meas-
uring only 38 miles in length, 
Diego Garcia casts a long shadow. 
Sometimes called Washington’s 
“unsinkable aircraft carrier”, planes 
and warships based on the island 
played an essential role in the fi rst 
and second Gulf Wars, the invasion 
of Afghanistan and the war in Libya. 
Its strategic location between Africa 
and Indonesia and 1,000 miles south 
of India gives the US access to the 
Middle East, Central and South Asia, 
and the vast Indian Ocean. No oil 
tanker, no warship, no aircraft can 
move without its knowledge.

Most Americans have never 
heard of Diego Garcia for a good 
reason: No journalist has been 
allowed there for more than 30 
years, and the Pentagon keeps the 
base wrapped in a cocoon of national 
security. Indeed, the UK leased the 
base to the Americans in 1966 with-
out informing either the British 
Parliament or the US Congress.

The February 25 Court decision 
has put a dent in all that by decid-
ing that Great Britain violated United 
Nations Resolution 1514 prohibit-
ing the division of colonies before 
independence. The UK broke the 
Chagos Islands off from Mauritius, 
a former colony on the southeast 
coast of Africa that Britain decolo-
nised in 1968. At the time, Mauritius 
objected, reluctantly agreeing only 
after Britain threatened to withdraw 
its offer of independence.

The Court ruled 13-1 that the UK 
had engaged in a “wrongful act” and 
must decolonise the Chagos “as rap-
idly as possible”.

While the ruling is only “advi-
sory”, it comes at a time when the 
US and its allies are confronting or 
sanctioning countries for suppos-
edly illegal occupations – Russia in 
the Crimea and China in the South 
China Sea.

The suit was brought by 
Mauritius and some of the 1,500 
Chagos islanders who were forci-
bly removed from the archipelago 
in 1973. The Americans, calling it 
“sanitising” the islands, moved the 

Chagossians more than 1,000 miles 
to Mauritius and the Seychelles, 
where they’ve languished in poverty 
ever since.

Diego Garcia is the lynchpin 
for US strategy in the region. With 
its enormous runways, it can handle 
B-52, B-1 and B-2 bombers, and 
huge C-5M, C-17 and C-130 mili-
tary cargo planes. The lagoon has 
been transformed into a naval har-
bour that can handle an aircraft car-
rier. The US has built a city – replete 
with fast food outlets, bars, golf 
courses and bowling alleys – that 
hosts some 3,000 to 5,000 military 
personnel and civilian contractors.

What you can’t find are any 
native Chagossians.

The Indian Ocean has become 
a major theatre of competition 
between India, the US and Japan on 
one side, and the growing presence 
of China on the other. Tensions have 
fl ared between India and China over 
the Maldives and Sri Lanka, specifi -
cally China’s efforts to use ports on 
those island nations. India recently 
joined with Japan and the US in a 
war game – Malabar 18 – that mod-
elled shutting down the strategic 
Malacca Straits between Sumatra 
and Malaysia, through which some 
80 percent of China’s energy sup-
plies pass each year.

A portion of the exercise 
involved anti-submarine warfare 
aimed at detecting Chinese sub-
marines moving from the South 
China Sea into the Indian Ocean. 
To Beijing, those submarines are 
essential for protecting the ring 
of Chinese-friendly ports that run 
from southern China to Port Sudan 
on the east coast of Africa. Much 
of China’s oil and gas supplies are 
vulnerable, because they transit the 
narrow Mandeb Strait that guards the 
entrance to the Red Sea and the Strait 
of Hormuz that oversees access to 
the oil-rich Persian Gulf. The US 5th 
Fleet controls both straits.

Tensions in the region have 
increased since the Trump admin-
istration shifted the focus of US 
national security from terrorism to 
“major power competition” – that is, 
China and Russia. The US accuses 
China of muscling its way into the 
Indian Ocean by taking over ports, 
like Hambantota in Sri Lanka and 
Gwadar in Pakistan that are capable 
of hosting Chinese warships.

India is ramping up its anti-
submarine forces and building up 
its deep-water navy. New Delhi 
also recently added a long-range 
Agni-V missile that’s designed 

to strike deep into China, and the 
right-wing government of Narendra 
Modi is increasingly chummy 
with the American military. The 
Americans even changed their 
regional military organisation from 
“Pacifi c Command” to “Indo-Pacifi c 
Command” in deference to New 
Delhi.

The term for these Chinese-
friendly ports – “string of pearls” – 
was coined by Pentagon contractor 
Booz Allen Hamilton and, as such, 
should be taken with a grain of salt. 
China is indeed trying to secure its 
energy supplies and also sees the 
ports as part of its worldwide Belt 
and Road Initiative trade strategy. 
But assuming the “pearls” have a 
military role, akin to 19th century 
colonial coaling stations, is a stretch. 
Most of the ports would be indefen-
sible if a war broke out.

An “historic” decision
Diego Garcia is central to the 

US war in Somalia, its air attacks in 
Iraq and Syria, and its control of the 
Persian Gulf, and would be essential 
in any confl ict with Iran. If the cur-
rent hostility by Saudi Arabia, Israel 
and the US towards Iran actually 
translates into war, the island will 
quite literally be an unsinkable air-
craft carrier.

Given the strategic centrality of 
Diego Garcia, it’s hard to imagine 
the US giving it up – or rather, the 
British withdrawing their agreement 

with Washington and decolonising 
the Chagos Islands. In 2016, London 
extended the Americans’ lease for 20 
years.

Mauritius wants the Chagos 
back, but at this point doesn’t object 
to the base. It certainly wants a 
bigger rent cheque and the right 
eventually to take the island group 
back.

It also wants more control over 
what goes on at Diego Garcia. For 
instance, the British government 
admitted that the Americans were 
using the island to transit “extraor-
dinary renditions”, people seized 
during the Afghan and Iraq wars 
between 2002 and 2003, many of 
whom were tortured. Torture is a vio-
lation of international law.

As for the Chagossians, they 
want to go back.

Diego Garcia is immensely 
important for US military and intel-
ligence operations in the region, but 
it’s just one of some 800 American 
military bases on every continent 
except Antarctica. Those bases form 
a worldwide network that allows the 
US military to deploy advisers and 
Special Forces in some 177 countries 
across the globe. Those forces create 
tensions that can turn dangerous at a 
moment’s notice.

For instance, there are cur-
rently US military personal in vir-
tually every country surrounding 
Russia: Norway, Poland, Hungary, 
Kosovo, Romania, Turkey, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Estonia, Georgia, Ukraine 
and Bulgaria. Added to that is the 
Mediterranean’s 6th Fleet, which 
regularly sends warships into the 
Black Sea.

Much the same can be said 
for China. US military forces are 
deployed in South Korea, Japan and 
Australia, plus numerous islands in 
the Pacifi c. The American 7th Fleet, 
based in Hawaii and Yokohama, is 
the Navy’s largest.

In late March, US Navy and 
Coast Guard ships transited the 
Taiwan Straits, which, while inter-
national waters, the Chinese con-
sider an unnecessary provocation. 
British ships have also sailed close to 
Chinese-occupied reefs and islands 
in the South China Sea.

The fight to decolonise the 
Chagos Islands will now move to 
the UN General Assembly. In the 
end, Britain may ignore the General 
Assembly and the Court, but it will 
be hard-pressed to make a credible 
case for doing so. How Great Britain 
can argue for international law in the 
Crimea and South China Sea, while 
ignoring the International Court of 
Justice on the Chagos, will require 
some fancy footwork.

In the meantime, Mauritian 
Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth 
calls the Court decision “historic”, 
and one that will eventually allow 
the 6,000 native Chagossians and 
their descendants “to return home.”
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