
Franc Stregone

Introduced by MP Alex Greenwich on 
August 1, the Reproductive Health Care 
Reform Bill 2019, otherwise known as the 
Abortion Bill, was hotly contested in the 
NSW Parliament last Tuesday. The debate 
started at midday and carried on until 
almost midnight. The bill, which seeks to 
decriminalise abortion, would grant abor-
tions up to 22 weeks’ gestation performed 
by a registered doctor. Beyond 22 weeks 
abortions would require the consent of two 
doctors.

Speaking in support of the bill, Convenor 
of the University of Sydney’s Women’s 

Collective, Jazzlyn Breen, said “This bill is 
long, long overdue because even people in 
major cities across NSW people have trouble 
accessing proper healthcare. And this is just the 
major cities; in rural towns, it’s so much worse. 
There’s nowhere to get an abortion, there are 
no doctors that can give you an option that is 
within 100 kilometres of your town, and this is 
a bill that is going to help those people access 
the healthcare they need.”

Health and Medical Research Minister 
Brad Hazzard called on MPs to “right a 
wrong enacted into law 119 years ago [...] 
when this place had legislators who were all 
men.” Hazzard said that the 22-week thresh-
old “allowed time for the diagnosis of foetal 

abnormalities,” and was supported by NSW 
Australian Medical Association. Hazzard also 
warned MPs over amendments watering down 
the bill.

But that didn’t stop them from being 
pushed by Attorney General Mark Speakman, 
Planning Minister Rob Stokes and MP Tanya 
Davies.

Speakman and Stokes’ amendment 
required late-term abortions would require the 
approval of a hospital advisory committee, 
made up of at least four members, instead of a 
second medical practitioner.

Davies’ amendment wanted to reduce the 
threshold for restrictions on late-term abortions 
from 22 to 20 weeks.

These amendments were short-lived. By 
Thursday, Speakman pulled his amendment 
after the NSW Australian Medical Association 
had slammed it the day before criticising it 
as “the most concerning amendment” which 
would only increase a “significant risk of 
unnecessary delay and only add to their suffer-
ing, particularly women in regional and rural 
areas.”

Davies’ amendment was voted down 71 to 
19.

Despite the attempts to weaken the bill, it 
passed the lower house 59 to 31. The bill is 
now referred to the Parliament’s social issues 
committee before it heads to the upper house 
where it is expected to pass. 
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The nations that are known to have nuclear weapons are the 
US, Russia, France, Britain, China, Israel, Pakistan and India. 
Before the overthrow of the apartheid regime in South Africa, 
that country had also developed nuclear weapons but after its 
election the ANC government had them destroyed. South Africa 
is the only country in the world to have carried out total nuclear 
disarmament.

At the time, the development by South Africa of a nuclear ca-
pacity was kept quiet and no protests were made by the Western 
powers.

To this day, there has been silence on Israel’s development of 
nuclear weapons. No mention is made in the mass media. Western 
governments are party to this policy of silence. Nothing has been 
said by the International Energy Agency (IAEA).

The UN Security Council has said nothing. Israel is not a 
party to the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty.

The NPT was first adopted in 1968 and many countries 
have adhered to it including the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea.

The government and people of the DPRK have faced 70 years 
of continuous hostility from the US. The US has imposed a trade 
embargo, has occupied South Korea with tens of thousands of 
troops, has stationed their “good” nuclear weapons in South 
Korea, has built a 10-metre high wall on the South Korea side 
from one side of the Korean peninsular to the other and has 
made many threats of aggression.

The only country to have actually used nuclear weapons is 
the United States. The country that threatens to use nuclear 
weapons to enforce its dictate is the United States. The current 
US President Donald Trump has made unambiguous threats 
to use weapons of mass destruction. Similar threats have been 
made in the past against the DPRK. 

The US attempts to portray itself as the only “moral” country, 
but what moral reason did earlier US governments have to build 
the fi rst atomic weapons and then to drop them on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki?

In effect the US is demanding that it and those countries 
that it regards as being “good” have the right to have nuclear 
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and that all 
other countries must disarm and, in effect, place themselves at 
the feet of the US.

The only sane policy for the world is the complete elimination 
by all countries of all weapons of mass destruction including 
nuclear weapons.

The US leaders have consistently rejected such a demand in 
the past and are now planning to use their huge stockpile of weap-
ons of mass destruction to impose their military, economic and 
political will on all other nations in the world without exception.

To this end the US and its allied politicians and the owners 
of the mass media are piling up lies and half-truths to deceive 
the people and justify the monstrous plans that they are now 
implementing.

The threat to the world’s peace and security and to the sov-
ereignty and independence of nations does not come from Iraq 
or the DPRK but from the leaders of the United States.
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Student action 
on climate change
Rally in Perth August 8
Richard Titelius

The National Union of Students called for a National 
Day of Action on Climate Change and in Perth stu-
dents from a number of campuses including Curtin 
University, University of WA, and Edith Cowan 
University responded to the call to protest state and 
federal government inaction on climate change. The 
rally commenced in Forrest Place in Perth where 
three student speakers voiced their concerns on 
climate change before marching to the offi ces of 
gas and petroleum corporation, Chevron Australia. 
The government, anticipating a robust protest, pro-
vided over 40 police, including mounted police for 
the peaceful rally of 200 mostly young students and 
fellow activists who had assembled outside the QV1 
where Chevron had locked access to the building. 
The rally also targeted Woodside Energy whose 
headquarters were nearby and Adani Coal.

Ironically, in the business pages of the West 
Australian newspaper, appeared an article, “Chevron 
starts work on greenhouse catch-up”, which was about 
Chevron’s 10-year delay since the projects commence-
ment in 2009, in building and operating carbon seques-
tration equipment to pump the carbon from the carbon 
emissions that came from burning gas to drive the LNG 
plant.

“Two and a half years after the start up, Chevron is 
still interpreting the conditions, even though it is known 
the injecting system will not capture the bulk of Gorgon’s 
carbon emissions from burning gas at the facility.” Our 
governments, eager to appease the resource corporations, 
tread softly as they have an economic model which is 
held captive by these extractive industries – instead of 
moving to a more environmentally and economically sus-
tainable model.

The real solution to stop the climate crisis facing 
the planet, is to reduce carbon emissions by changing 
to renewables; “System Change – not Climate Change,” 
called for by the protesting students.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the calls 
of the rally for stronger action by state and federal gov-
ernments to act on climate change and promote a more 
rapid take up of renewable energy. The longer the delay 
on climate action only increases the risks humanity faces 
from increasing temperatures, rising sea levels and fall-
ing food production. This was highlighted by a recent 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change which 
linked “the rise in global temperatures to food security, 
through increasing pressures on the availability of fertile 
soil.” 

PRESS FUND
Reserve Bank Governor Philip Lowe has blown the whistle on the 
Morrison government’s direct role in suppressing the wages of 
working people.
The Morrison government has capped the pay of people 
who provide vital public services to the people of Australia, 
preventing the many of the nation’s law enforcement, scientists, 
administrators and health professionals from negotiating fair pay 
rises. Testifying before the House of Representatives economics 
committee, Dr Lowe said: “Caps on wages growth in public 
sectors right across the country are another factor contributing 
to the subdued wage outcomes … My view is that a further 
pickup in wages growth is both affordable and desirable.”
Wages in the public sector have a large impact on overall wages 
in the economy.
You can join us in the ongoing fight for higher wages by 
contributing to the Press Fund. Many thanks to this week’s 
contributors, as follows:
Dr G Dittura $10, “Round Figure” $10, Dr B Sharp $20, 
“Sparky” $10, D White $10, W Wilson $10
This week’s total: $70 Progressive total: $3,860

Sydney
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Rob Gowland

A “pink lady” volunteer at Gosford 
Hospital where I was having dialysis made 
a passing reference to the Titanic as being 
not her idea of a safe ship. A fairly safe sort 
of statement, I would have thought. But no, 
a nearby patient spoke up straight away 
to “set the record straight.” According to 
him, the Rothschilds contrived to sink the 
Titanic in order to do away with their fi nan-
cial rivals among the numerous wealthy 
and powerful fi gures that made up the 
complement of fi rst class passengers who 
perished in the disaster!

What gives such far-fetched ideas trac-
tion is the fact that under capitalism, the ruling 
class does engage in conspiracies, and does 
not shirk at ones that will have deadly results. 
Assassinations, even of presidents, murders 
of inconvenient witnesses, fabricated military 
adventures intended to provoke a war, these are 
all stock in trade for capitalism’s conspiracy 
planners. But organising to place an iceberg 
just where a trans-Atlantic liner would run into 
it, thereby drowning a random collection of the 
very rich? That is surely a stretch too far.

Not that that inconvenient fact will dent 
the support for this kind of conspiracy theory 
among those who prefer to believe these 
orchestrated fantasies. Fakery is capitalism’s 
stock in trade and the people who live under 
capitalism have become so used to this regi-
men of lies and what Donald Trump likes to 
call “fake news” that many of them are hard 
put to recognise the truth when they see it.

Look at the number of Americans in par-
ticular who are convinced that the moon land-
ings were an elaborate fake, a creation of 
Hollywood-style special effects. All, appar-
ently so that NASA could boost its annual 
budget from the US Congress. The important 
point to remember is that the leaders of capital-
ism not only cleverly and subtly encourage the 
proliferation of these “conspiracy theories” but 
they want people to be aware that they exist.

Why, I hear you ask, would the leaders of 
the imperialist powers actually want people 
to be aware that there are lots of conspiracy 
theories out there? Because it makes it a lot 
easier to cover up real conspiracies. In the 
event anyone questions the integrity of some 
action or organisation, it is a simple matter to 
imply that the questioner must be a “believer in 
conspiracy theories.” When everyone is aware 
that there are in fact lots of real conspiracy 
theories out there, questioner swiftly loses all 
credibility.

In other words, capitalism knows that 
if people are aware that crackpot theories 
abound, it makes them less inclined to believe 
evidence of real conspiracies, especially since 
concrete evidence of a conspiracy is by defi ni-
tion hard to fi nd. It’s a case of hiding things in 

plain sight, which allows you to deny that you 
have hidden anything at all.

Nevertheless, as we have said, capitalism 
does engage in real conspiracies with alarming 
frequency. The Trump administration is busy 
right now fabricating evidence in an attempt 
to convince the world that Iran has attacked 
oil tankers and other vessels, to provide the 
US with a pretext for attacking that oil rich 
country.

But most of the world’s governments – 
and a lot of the world’s people − are now very 
aware that imperialism frequently, even rou-
tinely, uses disguised military units to attack 
targets (such as an oil tanker) where an imperi-
alist government would prefer not to be identi-
fi ed as the attacker. These disguised offensive 
actions are commonly referred to as “false fl ag 
operations”.

The US has made a speciality of “false 
fl ag” operations. In fact, the US military main-
tains at least two military units that do almost 
nothing else. Wearing the uniforms of a target 
country, they have even fi red on US troops or 
those of their allies, to create pretexts for US 
offensive operations in “retaliation”.

If you think the foregoing smacks of 
moral bankruptcy you’d be right, of course. 
But the leaders of American imperialism are 
constantly assured by their own lackeys and 
by the corporations whose interests they serve 
that they are not only on the side of the angels 
but that God himself fully approves of every-
thing they do. International organisations like 
the UN are simply an irritant, “interfering” in 
America’s private business.

Not all the conspiracies indulged in by 
imperialism are deadly, of course. Most of 

them merely involve conniving to infl uence 
– albeit often drastically − the outcome of 
an election or something similar. But they 
all share the common characteristic of being 
intended to thwart the aspirations of working 
people if those aspirations do not accord with 
the wishes of the corporate world.

And they all have the potential to become 
deadly if the powerful corporations that actu-
ally run capitalism think their interests are in 
any way threatened.

So the next time someone tries to pass 
off criticism of some unsavoury action as 
“indulging in a conspiracy theory,” just 
remember that they are not all just theories. 
Some at least – including some of the nastiest 
− are real. 

Australia
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Conspiracy theories

If people are aware that crackpot 
theories abound, it makes them 
less inclined to believe evidence 
of real conspiracies ...
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Richard Titelius

In the wake of the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP) raids on the 
home of News Corp journalist 
Annika Smethurst and the offi ces 
of the ABC in Ultimo, Sydney, the 
trade union representing journal-
ists, the Media, Entertainment 
and Arts Alliance (MEAA) held 
a rally in Perth on Sunday July 
26. Over 80 concerned people 
attended to hear a number of 
speakers from across the media 
spectrum and related fi elds.

As the crowd was gathering, 
journalist students from Curtin 
University and members of the 
MEAA were handing out copies 
of an open letter, “Journalism is 
NOT a Crime”, addressed to Prime 
Minster Scott Morrison, Leader of 
the Opposition Anthony Albanese 
and Members of the Parliament 
urging them to, “take prompt action 
to protect our democracy for all 
Australians.”

The raids by the AFP on 
Smethurst and the offi ces of the ABC 
follow the introduction of a raft of 
national security laws and the pros-
ecutions of whistleblowers Richard 
Boyle, David McBride and witness 
K demonstrate the public’s right to 
know is being harmed.

Vicki Laurie, a senior reporter 
for The Australian newspaper, the 
MC for the rally, began by saying 
the laws which are supposed to 
strengthen national security are 
being used to stop journalists doing 
their job. Laurie said that Journalist 
Information Warrants had been used 
by the AFP to obtain copies of fi nger 
and palm prints of two journalists for 
nothing other than doing their job.

Geoff Hutchison, a journalist 
from the ABC, said good journalism 
was needed to cover sudden shifts 
in policy and legislation that can 
often go unreported in some media. 
It was the duty of media to report 
on the actions of the powerful and 
infl uential as the public had a right 
to know about the conduct and deci-
sions of those who run our country 
in both the halls of government and 
of business.

While media organisations are 
often rivals the issue of press free-
dom and legislation to nobble this 

freedom had united both public 
and private media organisations. 
Hutchison quoted former ABC 
journalist Kerry O’Brien who said, 
“Press freedom goes to the heart of 
democracy” – including the protec-
tion of whistle blowers who may 
have been disturbed by what they 
have seen happen in government and 
want to be able to let others know – 
without recrimination.

Hutchison echoed the sentiments 
of many people in the media when 
he stated, “Journalists are not above 
the law – but neither are members of 
the government. Complacency and 
indifference by the public are what 
can undermine our democratic way 
of life.”

Brett Christian of local newspa-
per group, Post Newspapers, talked 
about how fake news which is ped-
dled by people with money, power 
and infl uence is used to promote cer-
tain world views and restrict others. 
Christian gave examples of how a 
group of wealthy people had tried 
to restrict publication of the harm-
ful effects of thalidomide on unborn 
children, Australian Blue Asbestos 
with its mine in Wittenoom, and in 
the 1970s how US President Richard 
Nixon’s use of power and money to 
infl uence public opinion through the 
media.

However, in each case a coura-
geous and persistent media is what 
shone a light on the harmful and evil 
deeds that were being kept in the 
darkness.

Greens State Upper House MP, 
Alison Xamon said that the call to 
keep people, especially journalists, 
to account is an increasing chorus 
by people who decry press freedom, 
such as Border Protection Minister 
Peter Dutton, Attorney General 
Christian Porter and the Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison. Xamon 
decried that we are going backwards 
in regards to press freedom, espe-
cially when there were no lives at 
stake over the issues that are the sub-
ject of the AFP warrants on the News 
Corp journalist and the ABC.

Xamon added that protections 
for whistle blowers and journal-
ists were woefully inadequate and 
the legal instruments used against 
journalists were far too powerful – 
especially the Journalist Information 

Warrants which came into existence 
with far too little scrutiny. “A strong 
Fourth Estate [media] was needed”, 
concluded Xamon.

Cameron Myles, the Homepage 
editor of online news WA Today 
(part of Seven West Media) said 
that with the proliferation of online 
media it showed that anyone can be 
a reporter but few if any want to be a 
fact checker.

Myles added to the chorus of the 
speakers calling for better legislative 
protections for journalists and whis-
tle blowers as the community needed 
to know what our elected representa-
tives are up to when they claim to act 
in our interests. It is the cornerstone 
of our democracy.

Rikki Hendon, WA state sec-
retary of the Community and 
Public Sector Union/Civil Service 
Association said her union represents 
state public servants and includes 
offi cials responsible for issuing press 
releases and creating other news con-
tent which reports on the activities 
of ministers and their bureaucra-
cies. Hendon also spoke for those 
public servants who come across 

information which shows impropri-
ety or misuse of resources.

Sometimes when public servants 
try to deal with the issue inhouse 
because they love their job, those in 
charge of an agency go after the mes-
senger instead to ensure that others 
will not be tempted to come forward 
about impropriety. While Public 
Interest legislation exists, it is weak 
and rarely used. “If we don’t have 
strong whistle blower protection and 
a strong and free press,” concluded 
Hendon, “it will make for a weaker 
democracy.”

Meredith Hammat, Unions WA 
secretary said her organisation 
and the union movement sought a 
workplace free from harassment 
and intimidation. The union move-
ment needs a free press to hold the 
government to account when it 
tries to pass laws and pursue poli-
cies that oppress unions and intimi-
date workers. Governments and the 
leaders of the corporate world often 
sought to create a climate of fear 
and intimidation making it more 
unlikely that people will dissent 
and speak out.

The final speaker was Neale 
Prior, Personal Finance editor for 
the West Australian newspaper and 
former police offi cer in the 1980s 
when the government of Sir Charles 
Court introduced a law under the 
Police Act where three or more 
people could be charged for illegal 
assembly – the notorious Section 
54B legislation which was later 
changed after a successful public and 
media campaign.

Prior lambasted Facebook and 
Google as “parasitic news organisa-
tions” and fascist governments who 
would rather demonise a few “boat 
people” and the union movement 
than go after the real and pressing 
issues of the day.

The Communist Party of 
Australia joins those journalists and 
media organisations calling for a free 
press, for “Journalism NOT to be a 
Crime” and stronger protections for 
whistle blowers to be able to come 
forward with information and for 
journalists to be allowed to do their 
job. 

Rally for Press Freedom
Forrest Place, Perth Western Australia

Australia

IPAN WA presents

The Coming War on China by John Pilger
How likely is war on China?

What might it mean for Australia?
Screening on Sunday, August 25 at 2 pm

Venue Trades Hall, 82 Beaufort Street, Perth
(opposite WA Museum)

Gold coin donation
Enquires, contact: Elizabeth on 0421 113 343



Guardian August 14, 2019  5

Lu Pinyue

As early as the middle of the 19th cen-
tury, Marx and Engels revealed the trend 
of the transformation of national history 
into world history with an amazing insight 
through the investigation of capitalist 
production methods. They pointed out: 
“The more the original closed state of each 
nation is due to the increasingly perfect 
production methods, exchanges, and the 
division of labour between different ethnic 
groups naturally formed by exchanges, the 
more complete the history, the more history 
becomes world history.”

Over 100 years the world is increasingly 
becoming an open world, and each nation and 
every country is increasingly becoming an 
inseparable part of the entire world. Today, 
the world is increasingly becoming a com-
munity of destiny among you, me and you, 
and economic globalisation is developing in 
depth. History and reality have consistently 
proved the scientifi c nature of Marxist world 
history.

The Chinese Communist Party has always 
attached importance to combining Marxist 
world historical thoughts with China’s concrete 
realities, promoting the continuous develop-
ment of this idea, and providing scientifi c and 
ideological weapons for the Chinese revolu-
tion, construction, and reform. Comrade Mao 
Zedong pointed out: “The Chinese revolu-
tion is part of the world revolution”. This cor-
rect proposition was put forward during the 
fi rst Great Revolution of China from 1924 
to 1927. This was proposed by the Chinese 
Communists, but for everything at that time. 
Those who participated in the anti-imperial-
ist and anti-feudal struggles agreed. Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping stated: “Socialism must absorb 
and draw on all the achievements of civilisa-
tion created by human society in order to win 
the advantages compared with capitalism.”

Since the 18th National Congress of 
the Communist Party of China, Comrade Xi 
Jinping has coordinated the two major domes-
tic and international situations and proposed 
the idea of building a community of human 
destiny. This idea is a high-level examina-
tion of the development trend and major prob-
lems facing the world today, and contributes 
to China’s wisdom and China’s plan for the 
peaceful development of humankind. It is the 
enrichment and development of Marxist world 
history.

The idea of the community of human des-
tiny inherits the value stand of Marxist world 
historical thoughts, that is, taking the people 
as the centre, paying attention to the new char-
acteristics and new links of the fundamental 
interests of the peoples of the contemporary 

world, pursuing cooperation and mutual ben-
efi t, and common development, thus standing 
in the current era.

Xi Jinping pointed out: “Today, the world 
of human interaction is deeper and wider than 
ever before. Countries are more interconnected 
and dependent on each other more frequently 
and more closely than ever before.” The global 
Internet system, international industrial chain 
and fi nancial chain will deeply integrate the 
interests of people of all countries.

Therefore, relying on the strength of a cer-
tain country or certain countries cannot cope 
with the challenges faced by humankind. All 
countries in the world should join hands and 
pursue their own interests while taking into 
account the interests of other countries, while 
seeking their own development while taking 
into account other countries.

China has proposed the “Belt and Road 
Initiative” and advocated the establishment of 
new international relations between countries 
through equal consultation and mutual bene-
fi t. The broad vision, high-distance pattern, and 
people’s sentiments embodied in the commu-
nity of human destiny are in stark contrast to 
the power politics and zero-sum game think-
ing that emphasises the priority of national 

interests and even seeks to develop itself 
through the interests of other countries.

The human destiny community inherits 
and develops Marxist historical materialism 
and world historical thoughts, and realistically 
analyses and reveals the new characteristics, 
new laws and new trends of the historical proc-
ess of the world today, and provides solutions 
to the problems faced by human beings, stand-
ing on the commanding heights of the present 
age.

The international community today faces 
profound internal contradictions: on the one 
hand, regional integration and economic glo-
balisation are the trend of the times, and people 
of all countries hope to continue to benefi t 
from this process; on the other hand, economic 
globalisation has brought about some nega-
tive effects and development. There are unbal-
anced and unsustainable issues; some countries 
have moved against the trend, and trade pro-
tectionism and anti-globalisation have risen. 
However, the root cause of major problems in 
the world is not economic globalisation, but 
the lack of global growth momentum, the lag 
of global economic governance, and the imbal-
ance of global development have not been 
effectively resolved.

The human community advocates insist-
ing on innovation to drive the global economy, 
transforming the global economic govern-
ance system to make it more fair and reason-
able, adhering to cooperation and win-win to 
achieve the sharing of development results, and 
promoting open, inclusive, inclusive, balanced, 
economic globalisation.

This idea grasps the essence of Marxist 
world history and makes a realistic judgment 
on the development trend of the world today. 
Therefore, its proposed solution can be credible 
and recognised by more and more countries.

The idea of human destiny and community 
combines the theoretical logic of Marxist world 
historical thought with the practical logic of 
human social development, respects the dif-
ferences between countries and nations, and 
resolves contradictions and confl icts through 
cooperation. Human well-being promotes 
common development, sustained prosperity 
and long-term stability of human society.
(The author is a senior professor at Shanghai 
University of Finance and Economics and a 
researcher at Shanghai Xi Jinping’s New Age 
Chinese Socialist Thought Research Centre)
People’s Daily 

Australia

New development of 
Marxist thought

The main enemy and friendly fi re
Vinnie Molina*

Friendly fi re can be more danger-
ous than open confrontation. You 
only need to look at wars to see 
the number of casualties due to 
friendly fi re. In the class war iden-
tifying the class enemy is a matter 
for all revolutionaries. Being able 
to assess the grey areas is also 
important. Looking at where 
work and activity is directed 
and the results of that work can 
be a good starting point. Has the 
work raised the awareness of the 
working class, has it unifi ed them 
towards a better position?

Importantly though in our activ-
ity is the principle of democratic 
centralism. Internal democracy 
and a centralised leadership guar-
anties unity in action. The term is 

often repeated but the understand-
ing can differ from one individual to 
another. Our constitution states that 
“Proper observance of the principles 
of democratic centralism promotes 
the activity and initiative of mem-
bers and unites the Party in which 
factional and splitting activities are 
impermissible”.

The practice of criticism and 
self-criticism is also used in com-
munist parties to test our decisions 
and methods of work. These should 
always be aimed at strengthen-
ing the unity of the Party and work 
in the struggle towards building a 
socialist society. It is a responsibil-
ity of every member to construc-
tively criticise any shortcomings in 
Party work but equally essential to 
be self-critical.

This can be hard to achieve and 

often it is easier to see other’s errors 
and mistakes. The more active an 
individual or party organisation 
becomes the more open they are for 
criticism. It is of course, easier to 
be passive, do nothing and not to 
expose yourself to the risk of criti-
cism but this will do nothing to fur-
ther the interests of our class. Social 
change requires lots or activity, lots 
of volunteer work and sacrifi ces 
sometimes at the expense of family 
and our own desires.

We state, again in our constitu-
tion, that “The Communist Party 
of Australia is a political organisa-
tion established for the purpose of 
changing the order of society in 
Australia from capitalism to social-
ism. It is a voluntary union of 
people who support and actively 
work for this objective”.

Recently, the CPA has been the 
target of attacks on social media. 
Half-truths and misrepresentations 
have been spread with accusations, 
including of wage theft. Those 
who were, in the past, so critical of 
others’ use of public criticism on 
social media now feel comfortable 
to launch unsubstantiated allega-
tions that border on defamation.

These distractions are not only 
untrue - they defl ect criticism away 
from their lack of real activity in the 
interests of the class. It is easy to 
soldier on from the power of a key-
board through social media outlets. 
I say direct your energy and your 
fi ght towards the real enemy if you 
are fair dinkum. A Marxist-Leninist 
should be able to analyse and recog-
nise who the main enemy is.
* Vinnie is CPA President 

Find out more 
cpa.org.au

Brisbane
Saturday 17 August
2-4 pm
Griffi th University, details TBA.
Hosted by WILPF Australia.
Contact: truffl e157@gmail.com
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Jimmy Doran

IRELAND: It’s no surprise that 
the largest attendance at a fringe 
meeting at the Irish Confederation 
of Trade Unions (ICTU) delegate 
conference last month was the one 
organised by the Trade Union Left 
Forum, on the theme “Anti-union 
legislation and how it affects work-
ers’ rights.”

This is a refl ection of the frustra-
tion and anger among workers at the 
negative balance of power between 
workers and capital. Anti-worker leg-
islation, particularly the Industrial 
Relations Act (1990), has pushed the 
balance of power fi rmly onto the side 
of employers.

Employers are actively and 
aggressively trying to bring about 
an end to union membership among 
Irish workers. They will stop at noth-
ing in their attempt to smash unions, 
and they are protected and supported 
by anti-worker legislation. They regu-
larly target shop stewards and suspend 
or sack them on a trumped-up charge. 
They do this knowing that a single-
worker dispute (in accordance with the 
1990 act) can be dragged out for well 
over a year in the Workplace Relations 
Commission and the Labour Court.

This may eventually lead to a shop 
steward being awarded a few thousand 
euros in compensation; but employ-
ers are willing to pay this. They see 
it as money well spent for the effect it 
has in the work-place, sending a chill 
through the entire work force. It fright-
ens and intimidates everyone, as the 
perception is that if they can sack the 
shop steward, what hope has anyone 
else got?

This is one of the most aggres-
sive methods that employers are using 
against workers; and it needs to stop. 
Anti-victimisation legislation must be 
introduced to protect individual work-
ers from this type of treatment.

And penalties for employers found 
guilty of this type of victimisation 
must be substantial, as transnational 
corporations have deep pockets and 
are willing to pay compensation in the 
tens of thousands to get rid of what 
they call a “trouble-maker.” If they are 
to protect workers properly the penal-
ties must refl ect the size and profi ts of 
the company involved.

After the Dunne’s Stores strike a 
couple of years ago all those with less 
than 12 months service who took part 
in the strike were sacked, because they 
were not entitled to compensation: you 
need to be employed for a full year. 
This must be reduced: 85 percent of 
the workers in Dunne’s Stores are on 
minimum-hours contracts; and those 
who took part in the strike had their 
hours reduced to the minimum directly 
after the strike.

Despite being a very profi table 
company, Dunne’s Stores does not rec-
ognise the workers’ union (Mandate) 
and refuses to engage in the industrial 
relations mechanisms of the state, the 
Workplace Relations Commission and 
the Labour Court.

After the recent dispute in Tesco, 
workers on minimum-hour contracts 
had their hours reduced. The com-
pany has refused to allow union offi -
cials onto their premises since the 
dispute, and have stopped the practice 
of deducting union dues from wages. 
They have also picked on shop stew-
ards and union activists for special 
attention. Lloyd’s Pharmacy has car-
ried on in a similar fashion.

Employers are willing to offer 
large redundancy payments to long-
serving employees to get rid of senior 
people who are on better contracts. 
This gives them a free hand to slash 
the pay and conditions being offered 
to new recruits.

Union density has fallen to 24 
percent, a record low point – down 
from almost 60 percent in the 1970s. 
Meanwhile confidence among 
employers is at a record as the race to 
the bottom in wages and conditions 
goes on at breakneck speed.

Ireland now has the worst levels 
of low pay in the EU and the sec-
ond-worst in the OECD. Precarious 
employment, part-time work, short-
term contracts, bogus self-employment 
and the gig economy are the result of 
this onslaught on the working class.

The Trade Union Left Forum is 
in the process of starting a workers’ 
rights campaign to get all anti-union 
legislation abolished, to tip the bal-
ance of power back in favour of work-
ers. This will level the playing-fi eld 
and give workers the ability to fi ght 
employers for a fair share of the prof-
its produced.

The campaign will be fi ghting for 
anti-union legislation to be replaced 
with a Bill of Rights for workers. 
Workers must be allowed to join a 
union, and employers must engage 
with it and facilitate its membership. 
The Bill of Rights would have to 
include, at a minimum:
• the right to union access for all 

workers, not just union members
• the right to union recognition
• full collective bargaining rights
• the right to take sympathy and 

supportive action
• the right to take part in political 

strikes
• the right to take immediate action
• the right to stage sit-ins.

“Social dialogue” is not collec-
tive bargaining and should never be 
seen as such – not when the balance 
of power is stacked against workers. 
As it stands, there are 450,000 part-
time workers in the country. Of these, 
115,000 want more hours.

It is not a “life-style choice”: it is 
exploitation. With the Employment 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, zero-
hour contracts may be gone, but one-
hour contracts are not:

47 percent of workers in the bar 
trade say they believe the allocation of 
hours is used to manipulate, intimidate 
and control workers. In the general 
retail sector this rises to 51 percent. 
In Dunne’s Stores, 85 percent of the 
workers surveyed say that the alloca-
tion of hours is used to intimidate and 
control.

There is no level playing-fi eld. All 
the power is on the side of the employ-
ers. The government and the Assembly 
in the North have the power to abol-
ish anti-union legislation and establish 
a Bill of Rights for workers; but they 
will have to be forced.

The state is not benign: it always 
acts in the interests of capital. As 
James Connolly said, “governments 
in capitalist society are but commit-
tees of the rich to manage the affairs 
of the capitalist class.”

Capital will not compromise with-
out a fi ght. Trade unions have more 
than 700,000 members, and they must 
lead the struggle for workers’ rights, to 
give them the power to achieve better 
lives for members, their families, and 
their communities.
Socialist Voice 
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Time to fi ght 
for workers’ rights

ICTU General Secretary Patricia King.

Packed house @TUFPalestine fringe.

Moments silence held in memory of those who have lost their lives.
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Joel Wendland

Truth, the unvarnished, objectiveness of 
fact, is the hero of Chernobyl, the contro-
versial HBO mini-series. It was created by 
Craig Mazin, mostly known for his writing 
on the sequels to the farcical Scary Movie 
and Hangover franchises. Unfortunately, 
the truth gets short shrift in what turns out 
to be a distorted, if quite well-acted and 
intellectually terrorising series.

In a carefully choreographed, climac-
tic courtroom scene, characterised as a 
“show trial,” the Soviet scientist Valery 
Legasov states, “We are on dangerous ground 
now, because of our secrets and our lies.” 
Referencing supposedly the propensity of the 
Soviet government to withhold truths from its 
own people and the world, even to the point 
of endangering their lives, Mazin’s version of 
Legasov, says, “When the truth offends, we lie 
and lie until we can no longer remember it is 
even there. But it is still there.”

Ascending the heights of the writer’s 
powers, Legasov continues, “Every lie we tell 
incurs a debt to the truth. Sooner or later that 
debt is paid. That is how an RBMK reactor 
explodes: lies.” Here, the thrust of the series’ 
plot leads us to its crucial revelation and cen-
tral argument: Soviet lies, its Stalinist tendency 
to hide the truth to save money, to suppress 
internal dissent and prevent external criticism, 
to pretend that the theories of Marxism were 
always correct – these were the ultimate cause 
of the disaster.

Numerous mainstream media outlets upon 
reviewing the fi lm, from the New York Times to 
The New Yorker, as well as some online venues 
like BusinessInsider and Jacobin magazine, 
have noted many important historical inaccura-
cies inserted into the series. Some critics have 
regarded these distortions as undermining the 
quality of the series without questioning the 
veracity of the central argument. Or, as in the 
case of the Jacobin review, dismiss the entire 
series as a holdover of Cold War propaganda 
with little present-day value.

Mazin, for his part, apparently defends the 
ironic leap from the truth about the events on 
artistic terms. For example, in the series’ clos-
ing credits, a short documentary summarising 
the historical events notes that the invented 
scientist, Ulyana Khomyuk, played by Emily 
Watson, was a composite of scientists who 
sought to learn the truth about the events lead-
ing up to the disaster at Chernobyl.

Instead of revealing that the scientific 
investigation conducted by numerous experts 
and scientists was ordered by the Soviet gov-
ernment, the series implies that it was a clan-
destine, underground effort thwarted by 
offi cials. Nothing, however, is said about the 
fact that Legasov never attended the “show 
trial,” which, of course, forecloses the dramatic 
encounter with the KGB offi cial after the trial’s 
conclusion.

Further, the supposed “truth” Legasov 
“courageously” revealed at the trial had, in 
fact, already been presented to the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (and the West) months 
earlier.

Essentially, Legasov’s “revelations” seem 
to show that the personal temperaments and 
institutionalised competition for power among 
Soviet bureaucrats, the faulty equipment 
caused by the pressure to reduce costs, and the 
objective problems of the planned economy, 
combined with operator errors, to cause the 
accident. Subsequently, the slow response and 
failures to secure more capable international 
assistance (fabricated features of the plot) 
emerged from the Soviet government’s unwill-
ingness to reveal its weaknesses.

These, and numerous other fabrications, 
work against the creator’s otherwise important 
claim about “the truth.”

Fortunately, many of these distortions 
do not undermine the series’ depiction of the 
heroic efforts of everyday Soviet people – not 
ideologues and theorists or powerful politi-
cal fi gures or superstar scientists – but miners, 
plant workers, civil servants, and medical staff 
in saving lives and thwarting what easily could 
have turned into a global disaster. Many took 
these actions knowing the risks to their own 
lives and health. Many suffered greatly and 
without much recognition for their sacrifi ce. 

For example, the role of Chinese-born architect 
Maria Protsenko, who designed the neighbour-
ing city of Pripyat and orchestrated the imme-
diate evacuation of the city’s people, is simply 
ignored by the HBO series.

Mazin has further stated that his primary 
goal was an attempt to compare the Chernobyl 
disaster to the looming disaster of global cli-
mate change and the politicisation of that 
reality by the right-wing in the US. Climate 
change deniers have established a powerful and 
well-funded project of ideologically justifying 
maintaining current usages of fossil fuels for 
the sake of preserving capitalism rather than 
making changes that could prevent a global 
catastrophe. They have even convinced large 
sections of their right-wing base to revel in the 
waste of natural resources for this ideological 
purpose.

Simply put, Mazin chose to fl og the dead 
horse of Cold War anti-Sovietism in order to 
make a statement about global climate change, 
while “truth” suffers in the process.

What I liked 
about the series

Maybe historical events have to be dis-
torted because people just “can’t handle the 
truth.” But if we examine features of the story 
(as presented by HBO) that have less to do 
with specifi c historical facts and more to do 
with reasonable and generalisable claims about 
how human beings should act in the world, 
some surprising and worthy ideas emerge.

First, the danger caused by allowing per-
sonal power or profi t to shape important deci-
sions that could threaten lives is something 
with which American viewers of this series 
can likely immediately cite a direct experience.

To take a recent example, Boeing knew 
that its 737 MAX used faulty software that led 
directly to the deaths of passengers, but pres-
sured its employees to downplay problems in 
order to avoid scrutiny by the Federal Aviation 
Authority (FAA). Further, deregulation at the 
FAA, created by right-wing ideology about 
reducing the “size” of the federal government 
and opening the door to unfettered business 
activity, allowed Boeing to get away with this 
and to risk the lives of passengers for the sake 
of profi t.

In other words, the truth was deliberately 
withheld from the regulatory experts who 
could have prevented the plane from being 

used. The truth was hidden from the public, 
which could have been empowered to choose 
not to fl y on faulty aeroplanes.

Ideology about free markets, rational indi-
vidual choices, and the moral dictates of profi t 
and greed led to human deaths.

Salmonella in peanut butter, vehicle safety 
problems, and the BP oil spill are only a hand-
ful of recent examples that have specifi cally 
to do with corporate decisions as part of the 
capitalist system most closely affecting lives 
and health.

To be sure, these decisions are just about 
profi t and avoiding the higher cost of safety. 
These decisions are about the imperative, the 
capitalist law of reducing costs, raising profi t 
margins, and increasing productivity.

Beyond individual incidents, we could 
explore the US food system as a whole for sim-
ilar deadly faults. While it would be humanly 
possible to design, plan, and build a food 
system that uses locally produced resources 
that provide healthy nutrition to local popu-
lations, we instead live with a vast corporate 
agribusiness system that wastes much if not 
most of what is produced, creates tons of pol-
lution through processing and transportation, 
and is a major contributor to public health 
crises like obesity, diabetes, and many forms 
of cancer.

Any serious analysis of the for-profi t health 
system leads to similar conclusions.

Thus, if a truth from “Chernobyl” is dis-
cernible for real life, it is that the ideological 
defence of capitalism’s logic of profi t motive, 
competition, and grubbing for power costs 
lives. The ideological defence of profi t and 
greed produces the conditions in which that 
danger is irrationally allowed to persist.

In a dramatic scene in which Legasov, 
using red and blue cards to indicate the 
phases of reaction and the plant’s control of 
them, shows the court how a nuclear reactor 
like Chernobyl works, he states, “This is the 
invisible dance that powers entire cities with-
out smoke or fl ame, and it is beautiful ... when 
things are normal.”

His description of the reaction process 
reveals a high level of scientifi c knowledge and 
technological development had been harnessed 
by Soviet scientists to generate electricity for 
millions of neighbouring residents, public insti-
tutions, and productive enterprises.

The HBO story seems to imply that mor-
ally grounded and politically neutral-minded 

people would be better equipped to manage the 
theoretical “dance” of atoms, the technological 
might, and the human labour needed to make 
such a facility operate without danger. Implied 
is that such a group of people (overseeing the 
nuclear power industry instead of governments 
or corporations) might be able to best provide 
solutions to the energy crisis behind the rap-
idly growing dangers of climate change. Such 
people would be disinterested scientists and 
apolitical experts who have nothing but the 
best interests of humanity at heart.

Where we fi nd such people isn’t elaborated 
upon in the story. And we know that experts in 
the US are as interested in political ideologies, 
power, and money, or just keeping their jobs 
just as much as the characters in Mazin’s story 
were. And no honest person, however ideologi-
cally loyal to capitalism or right-wing theories 
of government and regulation they may be, will 
deny that corporate decisions based on profi t 
produce regular, often hidden threats to human 
safety and health, not to mention to other living 
species.

Nor would such an honest person deny 
that only coercion (regulation, oversight, and 
enforcement) from a non-corporate and politi-
cally independent entity can ensure that cor-
porations or government entities operate with 
safety and health as their top priority.

What are 
the ethical implications?

Mazin’s valuing of science as a source of 
moral imperative above political and corporate 
interests is worthy of serious discussion. One 
important question that might be discussed is 
how do we separate such a system from the 
corporate greed and competition for power and 
resources pathologically endemic to capital-
ism? How do we raise the health and safety of 
everybody and nature to a higher plane of pri-
ority above profi t, above stock prices, above 
scoring political points?

These are questions unaddressed by 
Chernobyl, and things we have to answer and 
struggle for in the real world if we intend to 
preserve ourselves, not as a nation or inhabit-
ants of an ideological system, but as a species.

On a far lighter note, I could not but help 
enjoy the throwback to the 1980s in the cos-
tume design and technology props.
People’s World 
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HBO’s Chernobyl
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Eugene McCartan

The crisis within the British ruling class 
continues to deepen.

While Boris Johnson has been elected 
leader of the British Conservative Party, 
thereby becoming prime minister of Britain, 
the deep crisis thrown up by Brexit continues 
to challenge the British ruling class. While 
Johnson may appear to be a bumbling clown 
and prone to putting his two feet in his mouth, 
it would be a serious mistake to underestimate 
him and his government.

Though he has said that Britain will leave 
the European Union by October 31, only time 
will tell; but he has put together a formidable 
cabinet that has all the hallmarks of an election 
battle machine.

Barely voted into the job, Johnson has 
put forward a raft of proposals, ranging from 
increased spending on the health service 
and education to more police on the ground, 
attempting to push Brexit into the background. 
He presents himself and his government as 
a new start, capable of rebuilding the “one 
nation” Tory vision that these dyed-in-the-wool 
reactionaries like to present themselves as, a 
vision only the gullible would fall for again 
and again.

The British are attempting to put maximum 
pressure on the EU to show movement and to 
create a pretence that they have fundamen-
tally changed Theresa May’s deal and have the 
“Irish backstop” removed. This, they hope, can 
give them enough wriggle room to secure what 
they need. They are attempting to present the 
Irish government as the blockers of progress 
– to the delight of unionism – making them a 
scapegoat.

But the reality is that the ruling elite of the 
EU member-states are deeply worried about 
Brexit and its consequences for the EU itself. 
They see it as the string that could unravel the 
whole EU project. They will do whatever it 
takes to undermine Brexit; and the Irish gov-
ernment may well become the fall guys.

The dominant sectors of British monopoly 
capitalism do not want to leave the European 
Union. It is not in their interest to do so: their 
interests lie in remaining members. Brexit, 
from their point of view, was a mistake of mon-
umental proportions. They have spent the last 
three years trying to reverse that decision com-
pletely, and failing this the May agreement was 
the next best thing, to remain within the single 
market and customs union.

Johnson’s cabinet, while it may have more 
women and more minorities in it, is a highly 
ideological right-wing government. But it is 
doubtful if there will be any new controversial 
privatisations or war follies until after a gen-
eral election.

The British border in Ireland is merely a 
foil between the British state and the EU to 
secure both their interests. The so-called “Irish 

backstop,” which in effect is a British back-
stop, was the means to an end, to make sure 
Britain remained within the single market and 
the customs union.

As the Communist Party of Ireland pointed 
out from the beginning, the British ruling class 
were trying to secure a “special relationship” 
with the EU. The question was how to bring 
that about; and the British border in Ireland 
provided the means to achieve that goal.

Neither of these imperial blocs cares any-
thing about the Irish people or the democratic 
demand for the establishment of a sovereign, 
united all-Ireland state. The nonsense talked 
about the dangers to the Belfast Agreement is 
trotted out daily, without anyone ever explain-
ing what these dangers are. Democratic opin-
ion in Ireland must make it clear that any 
future border between the British state and the 
European Union must be down the Irish Sea, 
not across Ireland, pending all the people of 
Ireland leaving the EU.

The real danger from the viewpoint of the 
parasitic Irish ruling class is that partition may 
well be undermined. It is obvious since the 
beginning of the Brexit crisis in Britain that the 
Irish elite have little infl uence within the EU, 
while the DUP hangs on to the soiled shirt-tails 
of the British Tories in the vain hope of pro-
tecting the “Union.” But, like all subservient 
forces, they will come to realise that they are 
mere useful fools, to be discarded at the earliest 

opportunity, as soon as they have fulfi lled what 
the British require of them.

Boris Johnson’s priority will be to unite the 
Conservative Party as the party of the ruling 
class and its political voice. The much-heralded 
“middle ground” hoped for by the mass media 
and the ruling class has proved to be unstable 
and not strong enough to promote ruling-class 
interests. The Liberal Democrats, the Green 
Party and the motley crew of defector MPs 
from both the Conservative and Labour Parties 
are not worth their headed paper.

The ruling elite have two strategic goals: 
fi rstly, to prevent a full Brexit, and secondly, to 
prevent the election of a Labour government 
led by Corbyn. Time will tell which will come 
fi rst; most probably they are interdependent.

So far, Corbyn, while having a weak hand 
with regard to the number of MPs openly hos-
tile to him, has played that hand badly. What 
history and experience have shown workers 
where social democracy has been the domi-
nant force – as with the Irish Labour Party – is 
that there is no depth to which they will not go 
to show how loyal and faithful they are to the 
interests of imperialism. Between now and the 
next election there will be new hidden depths 
to which the Parliamentary Labour Party will 
sink to show that loyalty.

The British Conservatives will be hoping 
to exploit once again the growing feeling of 
betrayal felt by millions of Labour voters and 

supporters who voted to leave, using that alien-
ation in its strategy to kill off a Corbyn gov-
ernment. The English Tories also need to win 
back voters from the Brexit Party. Their strat-
egy is to give Johnson more room in the House 
Commons to push through a possible reheated 
version of the May deal.

Corbyn gave millions of working people 
hope that they had found someone whom they 
could trust, that the decades of austerity could 
be brought to an end. But Brexit is proving a 
crucial test for Corbyn and his team.

The clash of interests of two unions – the 
British Union and the European Union – may 
well mark the end of the British Union itself, 
with Scotland and, to a lesser extent, Wales 
now asserting themselves. The politics of 
Britain are in an increasing state of fl ux. The 
old order is fi nding it increasingly diffi cult to 
rule in the old way. What is missing is a clear 
working-class response, a clear working-class 
view of where it needs to go.

What life has shown is that radical change 
can only be brought about and secured by a 
radicalised people, mobilised to advance their 
own interests. The realising of that vision can 
only come about through the British commu-
nist movement, which needs all our solidarity 
at this time.
Socialist Voice 

Brexit – The string that could 
unravel the whole EU project

International

Jammu-Kashmir

“Widespread discontent”
Communist Party of India-
Marxist general secretary Sitaram 
Yechury has protested to Indian 
President Ram Nath Kovind over 
his detention in Srinagar last 
week, when he and Communist 
Party of India leader Doraisamy 
Raja were held at the city’s air-
port while trying to visit party 
members in Jammu and Kashmir 
and denied entry to the state.

Mr Yechury said the decision 
to prevent their visit to Jammu and 
Kashmir – which is in uproar follow-
ing Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s revocation of Article 370 
of the constitution that guaran-
teed it autonomy – was a denial of 
their “basic elementary democratic 
rights.”

The visit was in order to meet 
CPI-M central committee member 
Mohd Yusuf Tarigami, a four-times 
elected member of the Jammu and 
Kashmir assembly, which was dis-
solved late last year by India’s cen-
tral government. But Mr Yechury 
says he and Mr Raja were told their 
presence in Srinagar was a threat to 
law and order.

He added that the president 
ought to be aware of “widespread 
discontent among the people” of 
Jammu and Kashmir, “people’s pro-
tests and police violence against 
them” and called on him to inter-
vene to “ensure that all Indian citi-
zens are permitted to exercise their 
fundamental rights guaranteed by the 
constitution.”

Former CPI-M general secretary 
Prakash Karat warned that the Hindu 
chauvinist BJP government’s deci-
sion to abolish Jammu and Kashmir 
and replace it with “two centrally 

run union territories” broke Article 3 
of the constitution because the local 
legislature had not been consulted 
and the move was based on “coer-
cion and control” by ministers who 
saw the local population as “aliens 
because they are Muslim.”

“The BJP rulers’ contempt for the 
people of Kashmir became manifest 
when they launched a huge security 
operation before bringing constitu-
tional changes to parliament,” he 
wrote in People’s Democracy. “Tens 
of thousands of additional central 
armed police forces and troops were 

deployed. Leaders of the major polit-
ical parties were detained. There was 
an information blackout, with inter-
net and mobile phone services shut 
down ... Kashmir became a vast 
prison house.”

The party is warning that India’s 
government is riding roughshod 
over traditional state rights, boost-
ing central police powers to override 
state police chiefs and limiting state 
powers to decide policy on education 
and consumer protection in an “all-
out assault on state rights.”
Morning Star 
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Ian Sinclair looks at a recent report on 
how the media covers up the bloody 
reality of Western wars in the Middle 
East.
From what I can tell, a new report from 
monitoring group Airwars, concerning 
US media coverage of the US-led military 
interventions in Iraq and Syria since 2014, 
has been ignored by the entire British 
media, except for the Morning Star.

“News reporting on civilian casualties 
from international and US actions was found 
to be largely absent during key periods of the 
confl ict,” the study concludes.

The extraordinary depth of this Western 
power-friendly journalism is highlighted 
by Airwars’ survey of more than 900 US 
Department of Defence transcripts of press 
conferences.

Incredibly the research “found that [US 
military] offi cials were ... the fi rst to raise civil-
ian harm in three-quarters of the press con-
ferences or briefi ngs in which the issue was 
broached since 2014.”

This lack of coverage was linked by US 
journalists themselves to a variety of factors, 
including “the limited presence of reporters on 
the ground,” a news cycle dominated by US 
domestic politics and credibly sourcing claims 
of civilian casualties.

However, these justifi cations ring some-
what hollow when you consider arguably the 
most interesting fi nding of the study: “Major 
US media were ... fi ve times more likely to 
report on civilian harm from Russian and 
Assad regime actions at Aleppo than they 
were from US and allied actions at Mosul” 
(the report notes “civilian harm outcomes” in 
Aleppo and Mosul “were often similar”).

So, it turns out the US media does report 
on civilian casualties – as long as the civilians 
are harmed by Russian and Syrian government 
forces.

US writer and media critic Adam Johnson 
has humorously coined The North Korea Law 
of Journalism, in which “editorial standards 
are inversely proportional to a county’s enemy 
status.”

If journalists are considering crimes com-
mitted by the US and its allies then “rock-solid, 
smoking-gun evidence” is usually required to 
run a story. In contrast, journalists can “pretty 
much make up whatever [they] want” with 
little or no evidence to back up their claims if 
they are criticising North Korea, and nations 
like Iran, Russia and Syria.

Though the Airwars study only looked at 
US media, there are indications the British 
media also acts as a de facto “propaganda 
system” when it comes to reporting on Western 
intervention in the Middle East.

Take three well-known commentators 
working at two respected newspapers: The 
Times’s David Aaronovitch and Jonathan 
Freedland and George Monbiot at the UK 
Guardian.

Monbiot is arguably the most radical jour-
nalist working in the mainstream media. No 
doubt all three of these experienced journal-
ists see themselves as critically minded, free-
thinking writers.

Their Twitter feeds suggest a different 
story.

Culminating in December 2016, the battle 
for Aleppo involved Syrian government 
and (from September 2015) Russian forces 
unleashing hell on areas held by assorted rebel 
groups in the northern Syrian city.

Aaronovitch has tweeted about Aleppo 13 
times. “Aleppo is Stalingrad” and the “destruc-
tion of Aleppo” is “awful” were two of his out-
raged hot takes.

Freedland tweeted about Aleppo six times 
up until December 2016.

Monbiot has tweeted about Aleppo nine 
times, according to Interventions Watch blog. 
“A monstrous crime against humanity” and “a 
crime beyond reckoning,” the enraged Monbiot 
commented.

Monbiot’s “response to events in another 
Syrian city, however, was markedly different,” 
Interventions Watch explains.

From June to October 2017 the US (with 
British support) led an intense assault on 
Raqqa, targeting the city being held by Islamic 
State with airstrikes and artillery barrages.

An April 2019 investigation by Amnesty 
International estimated the US-led coalition 
killed over 1,600 civilians during the assault.

“Never before have I seen a city so com-
pletely devastated. Not just in one district 
area, but almost entirely,” Kate Allen, director 
of Amnesty International UK, reported after 
visiting the city. “Think Dresden (the German 
city destroyed by allied bombing in WW2) and 
you’d be close.”

“The intent may have been different ... but 
through modelling the impacts, we have deter-
mined that there was not a huge difference in 
terms of civilian harm between the coalition in 
Raqqa and Russia in East Ghouta and Aleppo,” 
Airwars director Chris Woods told The Times 
in December 2018.

Monbiot’s response to this slaughter? 
Tumbleweed. “Monbiot said nothing. Not a 
word of condemnation, not a single attempt to 
highlight the humanitarian catastrophe unfold-
ing, not even a passing mention, either as it 
was happening, or afterwards,” Interventions 
Watch note.

Likewise, Aaronovitch and Freedland have 
not tweeted one word about the US-British 
bloodbath in Raqqa as far as I can tell.

This brief Twitter review echoes the fi nd-
ings of Dr Florian Zollmann, lecturer in jour-
nalism at Newcastle University, who analysed 
US, British and German newspaper coverage 
of human rights abuses in Kosovo (1999), Iraq 
(2004), Libya (2011), Syria (2012) and Egypt 
(2013) for his 2017 book Media, Propaganda 
and the Politics of Intervention.

“If countries designated to be ‘enemy’ 
states of the West conduct human rights viola-
tions, the news media highlights these abuses 
and conveys demands for action to stop human 
rights abuses,” he notes.

“If, on the other hand, Western states or 
their ‘allies’ are the perpetrators of human 
rights violations the news media employs sig-
nifi cantly less investigatory zeal in its report-
ing and virtually no measures to stop abuses 
are conveyed.”

This systematic bias can only increase the 
worrying level of ignorance of British foreign 
policy among the public – a status quo the gov-
ernment and military will be more than happy 
with.

“There is a general policy by the MoD 
[Ministry of Defence] to keep the horror of 
what’s going on in Afghanistan out of the 

public domain, and that’s probably for politi-
cal reasons,” a senior British offi cer told the 
Sunday Telegraph in 2008.

“If the real truth were known it would have 
a huge impact on army recruiting and the gov-
ernment would come under severe pressure to 
withdraw the troops.”

With the media providing such poor, 
power-friendly coverage, how is the general 
public supposed to gain an accurate under-
standing of the world?

How can politicians make good decisions 
when it comes to future votes on war and 
peace?

And what chance does the public have of 
understanding why many people in the Middle 
East and beyond have an unfavourable view 
of Britain?

Rather than being the tenacious Woodward 
and Bernstein-style Fourth Estate of journalists’ 
fantasies, it’s clear that when it comes to the 
Middle East, the US and British media have, 
by and large, given their own governments and 
their militaries a free pass, shamefully helping 
to hide the bloody reality of Western military 
action from the US and British people.
Morning Star 

International

The media hides 
the unpalatable truth 
from the general public

“Hands off Venezuela”
Hundreds of thousands of 
Venezuelans rallied in Caracas 
last week as part of a “world 
protest day” denouncing the eco-
nomic war waged on the country 
by the US.

Demonstrators carried plac-
ards reading “No more Trump” and 
“Hands off Venezuela” while soli-
darity protests took place in dozens 
of countries including the US, 
France, Germany, Italy, Argentina 
and South Korea.

President Nicolas Maduro 
saluted the huge crowds as 

“warriors of the fatherland” who 
were “prepared to overcome the 
blockade of the gringo empire.”

He denounced would-be usurper 
Juan Guaido, the unelected presi-
dent of the National Assembly, 
who declared himself president of 
Venezuela in January. He gained 
recognition from the US, the EU 
and a number of right-wing Latin 
American governments but failed 
to make headway in seizing power 
despite attempting a coup in April.

President Maduro slammed 
Guaido for “requesting and 

supporting all this economic aggres-
sion against our fi nances, com-
merce, food and medicines.”

A report published by the 
Washington-based Centre for 
Economic and Political Research in 
April found a 31 per cent increase in 
mortality in Venezuela from 2017 to 
2018, equivalent to around 40,000 
excess deaths, because of “sanctions 
[that] are depriving Venezuelans 
of lifesaving medicines, medical 
equipment, food, and other essential 
imports.”

Sanctions have lost the country 

billions of dollars in oil revenues 
while sovereign assets abroad have 
been seized or frozen as part of the 
US-led bid to topple Venezuela’s 
socialist government.

But Maduro said “however 
crude and criminal the measures of 
the imperialist, racist government of 
Donald Trump may be, Venezuela 
has a way forward and the roads 
of prosperity, work and production 
will open.”

He said opposition repre-
sentatives at talks facilitated by 
the Norwegian government had 

promised to request the Trump 
administration lift all sanctions, but 
had subsequently reneged on the 
pledge. Mr Trump’s government 
slapped still harsher sanctions on 
Venezuela on August 5.

Maduro said that was why 
Venezuela withdrew from the talks 
last week: “We are prepared to talk 
and reach agreements, but when 
there is respect for Venezuela. If 
there is no respect, there will be 
struggle.”
Morning Star 
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Low Newstart
Workers expect that over a lifetime of 
waged work they will be appreciated such 
that, when there is insuffi cient work avail-
able or when they are unable to work due 
illness, disability, parenting responsibilities 
or age, they will be supported.

The government seems determined to 
undermine that expectation. Firstly, the miser-
ably low “Newstart” benefi t, at a level below 
that of subsistence, is an impediment to re-join-
ing the workforce even before all the futile and 
time-wasting tasks required to receive it are 
taken into account.

Secondly, the government’s mass extortion 
of billions of dollars from current and former 
social security recipients (now including dis-
ability and age pensions) through Robodebt 
means that even years after receiving their 
meagre payments people can be forced to pay 
an arbitrary tax, which tax was supposedly 
abolished with the end of feudalism.

Hopefully, with the dashing of illusions 
in a benign government, workers can be in a 
better position to withstand the onslaughts like 
the Ensuring Integrity Bill which is designed to 
smash effective unions.

David Bastin
ACT

Respect for the planet
Recently Bob Brown got some fl ak when 
he spoke out on the subject of the proposed 
Robbins Island wind farm in Tasmania. 
Of course, with the present climate crisis 
we are in dire need of a rapid transition to 
renewable energy, including wind, but it 
is imperative that we be mindful of other 
important issues too.

A project like this is inappropriate in 
wild places where endangered Wedged-tailed 
Eagles, raptors and other threatened birds live. 
These species are just too valuable to lose and 
even a couple of deaths are far too many, when 
these species face multiple pressures to their 
survival.

We must urgently tackle climate change, 
habitat loss, earth overreach and other global 
problems. But what’s the use of striving to 
create a better society, system and world if we 
go on harming the earth, its environments and 

creatures, the very things we are endeavouring 
to protect.

One of the purposes of changing to cleaner 
energy and greener lifestyles is to alter our atti-
tudes and to learn to respect the planet and nat-
ural world. If our new technologies, like wind 
farms in wild areas continue to destroy habitats 
and slaughter threatened species then we are 
just pursuing our old ways. This then is not a 
new beginning or a real solution.

Bob Brown’s views were insightful and 
sensible. A wind farm on Robbins Island and 
others in similar wild places elsewhere are 
unsuitable sites and Bob is right to express his 
concerns and distress at this situation.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Mark Gruenberg

EL PASO, Texas: Five religious leaders who 
journeyed to El Paso to investigate – and 
discuss – awful conditions migrants face, 
just before the white supremacist terrorist 
massacred 22 people in that Texas border 
city, unveiled an open pastoral letter to 
the entire nation linking racist words and 
policies to the murders, and demanding a 
massive national effort to end them.

“Words and works” of racism and white 
supremacy “lead to these acts of physical vio-
lence. They always have and they always will,” 
said the Reverend William Barber II, co-chair 
of the New Poor People’s Campaign (NPPC) 
and leader of the delegation.

Barber and his co-chair, Presbyterian 
Reverend Liz Theoharis, intend to keep their 
drive against white nationalism and other evils 
going. A peaceful anti-white nationalism cara-
van will start in September in El Paso and cul-
minate in another NPPC-led march in DC next 
June 20, they said.

Barber, Theoharis and the others laid 
present blame at the feet of President Donald 
Trump for ideas and policies that incite the 
murderers, whom even the FBI director now 
calls terrorists.

But Barber pointed out, though that past 
history – specifi cally the 1963 Birmingham 
church bombing during the civil rights move-
ment – is full of such racist slaughters.

Still, both said Trump bears a special part 
of the blame for the current massacres.

“White nationalism and racism has many 
ways” of appearing, Barber said. “And to call 
a shooter a monster but not examine your own 
words is wrong.” Added Theoharis: “We call 
on the president to stop stoking the fi res of 
white nationalism and violence.”

And referring to the argument from 
Trump, the Republic Party and the gun lobby 
that mental illness – not rampant guns in 
racist hands – is responsible for such massa-
cres, Barber stated: “The real mental illness is 
trying to argue that the words and policies by 
the president, his enablers and even some pas-
tors have nothing to do with the violence.”

Independent estimates report the August 3 
El Paso massacre was the 250th mass murder 
in the US this year. The one 13 hours later in 
Dayton, Ohio, where the shooter killed nine 
people before police shot him, was #251. That 
slayer’s motive is still being investigated.

Theoharis said their letter also chastises 
religious leaders who stay silent “against vio-
lence and racism.” Many also did so during 
the civil rights movement of the 1960s, Barber 
noted.

And the letter even asks white suprema-
cists to look into their own hearts and chal-
lenge their own ideas and biases, she said.

The five faith leaders quickly decided 
to write their letter after the mass murder 
in El Paso, where the gunman armed with a 

semi-automatic weapon, and after posting an 
Internet screed screaming about the Mexican 
“invasion” of Texas, killed 22 people and 
wounded 24. The ministers visited El Paso 
days before the massacre. Barber spoke to the 
telephone press conference from the Texas city.

The pastoral letter demands immediate 
action on gun control and a turnaround of racist 
words and policies that lead to such massacres. 
It also reiterates prior NPPC goals of an end to 
voter suppression, an end to “caging people at 
the border,” as Barber put it, “a rejection of the 
immoral refusal of health care,” and halts to 
mass incarceration and public school segrega-
tion, among other goals.

Theoharis said white supremacy impacts 
the entire country. “There are 140 million 
poor and low-income Americans who suffer 
from poverty, racism and white supremacist 
actions,” she said.

The ministers gave particular punch to 
their letter by describing their visit to El Paso 
just before the shootings. They cited horrifi c 
conditions in camps the Trump administration 
set up to jail migrants in El Paso and in neigh-
bouring Cuidad Juárez, Mexico. In one case, 
they found a detained 5-year-old boy in Cuidad 
Juárez who is a US citizen.

“Children are being abandoned and there 
are violations of fundamental human rights” 
at the border, Barber said. “We witnessed 
police violence there” in El Paso “and it was 
connected to violence in this terrorist attack,” 

added the Reverend Jonathan Hargrove of The 
Christian Network.

Another of the fi ve, Rabbi Rich Jacobs, 
president of the Union of Reform Judaism, 
produced a related indictment of Trump’s anti-
Hispanic policies. Jacobs noted that at the 
hour Air Force 1 landed in El Paso on August 
7 – where Trump received a very mixed wel-
come – Trump’s Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement offi cers raided meat processing 
plants in Mississippi, rounding up 623 people. 
Virtually all had Hispanic names.

Barber and Hargrove added the whole 
sequence reminded them of what happened in 
Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963.

Then, Barber said, racist Alabama 
Governor “George Wallace said, ‘Maybe what 
we need is a couple of fi rst-class deaths’” to 
stop the campaigns for voting rights and inte-
gration throughout the South. “One week later, 
those four little girls were blown up in the 
Birmingham church.

“The statements we heard then” from polit-
ical leaders “were strikingly similar to those we 
hear today from Trump and others – and nei-
ther address the policies that cause” the bomb-
ings and massacres, Hargrove, also a Southern 
native, said. “Silence has too long allowed 
those voices to justify violence.”
The pastoral letter is posted on the website 
www.groundswell.org.
People’s World 

Barber: “Words” of white supremacy 
“lead to acts of physical violence”
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Marilyn Bechtel

LIVERMORE, California – 
Determined to oppose the Trump 
administration’s drive to develop 
new nuclear weapons and to 
strengthen the fi ght to eliminate 
nuclear weapons worldwide, 
some 200 demonstrators gathered 
here on August 6 to rally against 
what they term “Designing 
Armageddon” at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory.

Over three dozen peace, jus-
tice and faith-based organisations 
joined Tri-Valley Communities 
Against a Radioactive Environment 
(Tri-Valley CAREs), Western States 
Legal Foundation and the Livermore 
Conversion Project in cosponsoring 
the action.

As they commemorated the anni-
versaries of the bombings that dev-
astated Hiroshima and Nagasaki on 
August 6 and 9, 1945 and mourned 
the enormous loss of life there, 
speakers and protesters examined 
the ways Livermore Lab is contrib-
uting to the administration’s growing 
emphasis on upgrading and expand-
ing the US nuclear arsenal. This 
expansion, together with US abroga-
tion of longstanding nuclear weap-
ons treaties, increasingly poses an 
existential threat to the entire world, 
they said.

Reverend Nobuaki Hanaoka, 
a retired Methodist minister now 
living in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
was an infant living on the outskirts 
of Nagasaki the day that city was 
bombed. The blast knocked down 
most buildings within a few miles 
of Ground Zero, he said, instantly 
killing tens of thousands. The fi re-
ball that followed engulfed the whole 
city and radioactive fallout contam-
inated air, water and all available 
food, resulting in a spiral of deaths 
that continued for years, ultimately 
reaching close to a quarter of a 
million.

Though his father moved the 
family to a different city, Hanaoka 
said that as far back as he could 
recall, his mother and sister were in 
bed, pale and weak from the leukae-
mia which soon took their lives. As 
a child, Hanaoka overheard a doctor 
say he himself might not reach his 
tenth birthday.

Hanaoka pointed out that the 
bombs that wiped out Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, equivalent to 15 and to 22 
kilotons of TNT respectively, repre-
sent a tiny fraction of the power of 
today’s 10 to 25 megaton weapons.

“Let us remind ourselves again 
that nuclear weapons are the most 
evil, immoral, inhumane, heinous, 
destructive indiscriminate murder 
machines that could drive the entire 
planet to Armageddon,” Hanaoka 
said. “Let us renew our commitment 
today to the vision of a peaceful, 
compassionate, nuclear-free world.”

Marylia Kelley, Tri-Valley 
CARE’s executive director, began 
with a note of hope as she cited the 
July 31 ratifi cation by St Vincent & 
the Grenadines of the 2017 United 
Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons, which now has 
24 of the 50 ratifi cations required to 
enter fully into force.

“But,” Kelley said, “as you well 
know, we also gather at a time of 
grave and growing nuclear dangers.” 
She cited President Trump’s termina-
tion on August 2 of the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, 
which had banned an entire class of 
weapons, and has long been seen 
as pivotal to nuclear arms agree-
ments as a whole. She cited Trump’s 
repeated references to the possible 
fi rst use of nuclear weapons.

Kelley told the gathering that 
Livermore Lab “is enabling the 
nuclear Armageddon that Trump so 
blithely considers,” as it develops 
new warheads, including the W87-1, 
designed to sit atop a new land-based 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 
being developed by the Pentagon.

Picking up on Kelley’s remarks, 
keynote speaker Daniel Ellsberg 
– the whistle blower whose 1971 
release of the Pentagon Papers 
helped speed the end of the Vietnam 
War – called the ICBM missiles the 
new warhead is to arm, “the most 
dangerous weapons in the world.”

Ellsworth urged that nuclear 
weapons and the threat of nuclear 
war be emphasised as “the other 
existential crisis,” side by side with 
climate change, and called on par-
ticipants to spend the coming year 
working to convince Democratic 
candidates for the presidency, House 
and Senate that the threat of nuclear 
war is an existential emergency.

“We’re still living with the pos-
sibility of extinguishing most human 
life and all the life of other species 
larger than a squirrel and smaller 
than us, who can’t adapt,” he said.

Next year,” Ellsworth pledged, 
“I will fi nd where the workers are 
getting into that plant, and try to 

disturb business as usual, because 
nuclear weapons must not be made 
in this country without having to 
arrest Americans to do it. Combined 
with all the other work, we may 
change this planet.”

Dr Sharat Lin, a medical radia-
tion scientist, researcher and past 
president of the San Jose Peace and 
Justice Centre, emphasised the con-
tradiction between the US’ simulta-
neous efforts to denuclearise North 
Korea and to upgrade its own nuclear 
weapons. “It’s absolutely hypocriti-
cal for this country to call on others 
to denuclearise, when we are in fact 
increasing the power of our nuclear 
arsenal,” he said.

Of North Korea’s insistence on 
small, reciprocal steps, Lin said, “If 
this were done with both sides taking 
small steps, we could certainly reach 
a successful conclusion, as well as 
bringing North Korea back into the 
community of nations.”

Similarly, he said, a more con-
structive way to approach Iran – 
which has been on the same side 
with us against ISIS and Al-Qaida 
– would be to end the sanctions, 
restore diplomatic recognition, and 
to work with Iran as well as North 
Korea, “in the community of nations 
and toward peace.”

We s t e r n  S t a t e s  L e g a l 
Foundation’s executive director 
Jacqueline Cabasso called on rally 
participants to spread the word about 
the resolution passed unanimously 
by the US Conference of Mayors 
last month, calling on all presiden-
tial candidates to make their posi-
tions known on nuclear weapons, 
and to pledge US global leadership 
in preventing nuclear war, returning 
to diplomacy, and negotiating the 
elimination of nuclear weapons.

Following the rally, demonstra-
tors marched to the lab’s West Gate, 
where they joined in a Japanese cer-
emonial dance, held a “die-in,” left 
chalk outlines of their bodies near 
the gate, and witnessed or joined in 
the voluntary arrests of over 40 pro-
testers, who were cited and released.

Among other rally speakers 
were Berkeley Poet Laureate Rafael 
Gonzalez, Code PINK and transgen-
der activist Roxanne, Phyllis Olin of 
Western States Legal Foundation and 
Grace Morizawa of the Livermore 
Conversion Project.

MCs were Andrew Kodama and 
Julia Malakiman, executive directors 
of the Mt. Diablo Peace and Justice 
Centre and the Peninsula Peace and 
Justice Centre, respectively.
People’s World 

On anniversary of Hiroshima, 
demands for end to 
nuclear weapons
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On July 29, four-year-old 
Muhammad Rabi’ Elayyan was 
reportedly summoned for inter-
rogation by the Israeli police in 
occupied Jerusalem.

The news, originally reported 
by the Palestinian News Agency 
(WAFA), was later denied by the 
Israeli police, likely to lessen the 
impact of the PR disaster that 
followed.

The Israelis are not denying the 
story in its entirety, but are rather 
arguing that it was not the boy, 
Muhammad, who was summoned, 
but his father, Rabi, who was called 
into the Israeli police station in Salah 
Eddin Street in Jerusalem to be ques-
tioned regarding his son’s actions.

The child was accused of hurling 
a stone at Israeli occupation soldiers 
in the Issawiyeh neighbourhood, a 
constant target for Israeli violence. 
The neighbourhood has also been the 
tragic site for house demolition under 
the pretext that Palestinians there are 
building without permits. Of course, 
the vast majority of Palestinian 
applications to build in Issawiyeh, or 
anywhere in Jerusalem, are denied, 
while Jewish settlers are allowed to 
build on Palestinian land unhindered.

With this in mind, Issawiyeh 
is no stranger to the ridiculous and 
unlawful behaviour of the Israeli 
army. On July 6, a mother from the 
beleaguered neighbourhood was 
arrested as a means to put pressure 
on her teenage son, Mahmoud Ebeid, 
to turn himself in. The mother “was 
taken by Israeli police as a bargain-
ing chip,” Mondoweiss reported, 
quoting the Jerusalem-based Wadi 
Hileh Information Centre.

Israeli authorities are justifi ed 
in feeling embarrassed by the whole 
episode concerning the four-year-old 
boy, thus the attempt at poking holes 
in the story. The fact is WAFA’s cor-
respondent in Jerusalem had, indeed, 
verified that the warrant was in 
Muhammad’s, not Rabi’s, name.

While some news sources 
bought into the Israeli “hasbara,” 
readily conveying the Israeli cries of 
“fake news,” one must bear in mind 
that this event is hardly a one-off 
incident. For Palestinians, such news 
of detaining, beating and killing 
children is one of the most consist-
ent features of the Israeli occupation 
since 1967.

Just one day after the summon-
ing of Muhammad, Israeli authori-
ties also interrogated the father of a 
six-year-old child, Qais Firas Obaid, 
from the same neighbourhood of 
Issawiyeh, after accusing the boy 
of throwing a juice carton at Israeli 
soldiers.

“According to local sources 
in Issawiyeh the (Israeli) military 
sent Qais’s family an offi cial sum-
mons to come to the interrogation 
centre in Jerusalem on Wednesday 
(July 31) at 8 am,” reported the 
International Middle East Media 
Centre (IMEMC). In one photo, the 
little boy is pictured while holding 
up to a camera the Israeli military 
order written in Hebrew.

The stories of Muhammad and 
Qais are the norm, not the exception. 
According to the prisoners’ advo-
cacy group Addameer, there are cur-
rently 250 children in Israeli prisons, 
with approximately 700 Palestinian 
children going through the Israeli 

military court system every single 
year.

“The most common charge 
levelled against children is throw-
ing stones, a crime that is punisha-
ble under military law by up to 20 
years,” Addameer reports.

Indeed, Israel has so much to be 
embarrassed about. Since the start 
of the Second Intifada, the popu-
lar uprising of 2000, some 12,000 
Palestinian children have been 
detained and interrogated by the 
Israeli army.

But it is not only children and 
their families that are targeted by 
the Israeli military, but also those 
who advocate on their behalf. On 
July 30, Palestinian lawyer Tariq 
Barghouth was sentenced to 13 
years in prison by an Israeli mili-
tary court for “fi ring at Israeli buses 
and at security forces on a number 
of occasions.”

As fl imsy as the accusation of a 
well-known lawyer fi ring at “buses” 
may sound, it is important to note 
that Barghouth is well-regarded for 
his defence of many Palestinian 
children in court. Barghouth was a 
constant source of headaches for the 
Israeli military court system for his 
strong defence of the child Ahmad 
Manasra.

Manasra, then 13-years of age, 
was tried and indicted in Israeli mil-
itary court for allegedly stabbing 

and wounding two Israelis near the 
illegal Jewish settlement of Pisgat 
Ze’ev in Occupied Jerusalem. 
Manasra’s cousin, Hassan, 15 was 
killed on the spot, while wounded 
Ahmad was tried in court as an 
adult.

It was the lawyer, Barghouth, 
who challenged and denounced the 
Israeli court for the harsh interro-
gation and for secretly fi lming the 
wounded child as he was tied to his 
hospital bed.

On August 2, 2016 Israel 
passed a law that allows authori-
ties to “imprison a minor convicted 
of serious crimes such as murder, 
attempted murder or manslaughter 
even if he or she is under the age 
of 14.” The law was conveniently 
crafted to deal with cases like that 
of Ahmad Manasra, who was sen-
tenced on November 7, 2016 (three 
months after the law was approved) 
to 12 years in prison.

Manasra’s case, the leaked 
videos of his abuse by Israeli inter-
rogators and his harsh sentence 
placed more international focus on 
the plight of Palestinian children in 
the Israeli military court system.

“Israeli interrogators are seen 
relying on verbal abuse, intimida-
tion and threats to apparently infl ict 
mental suffering for the purpose 
of obtaining a confession,” Brad 
Parker, attorney and international 

advocacy officer at Defence for 
Children-Palestine, said at the time.

The United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, of which 
Israel, as of 1991, is a signatory, 
“prohibits torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment 
or punishment.” Yet, according to 
Parker, “ill treatment and torture 
of Palestinian children arrested by 
Israeli military and police is wide-
spread and systematic.”

So systematic, in fact, that 
videos and reports of arresting 
very young Palestinian children are 
almost a staple on social media plat-
forms concerned with Palestine and 
Palestinian rights.

The sad reality is that 
Muhammad Elayyan, four, Qais 
Obaid, six, and many children 
like them have become a target of 
Israeli soldiers and Jewish settlers 
throughout the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories.

This horrendous reality must 
not be tolerated by the international 
community. Israeli crimes against 
Palestinian children must be effec-
tively confronted as Israel, its inhu-
mane laws and iniquitous military 
courts must not be allowed to con-
tinue their uncontested brutalisation 
of Palestinian children.
Ramzy Baroud is a journalist, 
author and editor of Palestine 
Chronicle. 
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Four-year-old Muhammad Rabi’ Elayyan.

Some 12,000 Palestinian children have 
been detained and interrogated.

The War on Innocence
Palestinian children in Israeli military court
Israel can no longer hide the fact that since the turn of the century 
it has arrested and interrogated 12,000 Palestinian children, writes 
Ramzy Baroud.

Six-year-old child, Qais Firas Obaid.


