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“The $158 billion in tax cuts over the next
ten years could have created thousands of
well-paid jobs, building the economy and
providing much needed public infrastruc-
ture around the country,” Communist
Party of Australia (CPA) national president
Vinnie Molina told the Guardian (see page
2).

The money could have been used to
increase social security payments; build, equip
and staff public hospitals; give a long overdue
boost to public education; and to house the
rising number of homeless.

Last week, the Coalition got its legisla-
tion for $158 billion in tax cuts through both
Houses of Parliament, with little difficulty.
After unsuccessfully putting forward a few
amendments, Labor then backed down, as
many had expected. The two Centre Alliance
and Jacqui Lambie cross-benchers also sup-
ported the three tranches of tax cuts doing
deals with the government.

These tax cuts come on top of another
$152 billion that were passed by Parliament
last year. That is a total of $300 billion over
10 years! And the government would have us
believe we cannot afford to meet the needs of
the NDIS, public hospitals, schools, transport,
housing, etc.

More than half the cost of the package over
10 years goes to individuals earning $90,000
or more — the top 20 percent of taxpayers.
Overall, $77 billion or 26 percent of the $300
billion cost of the package over 10 years goes
to individuals earning $180,000 or more — the
top five percent. (The Australia Institute)

“We don’t know what the economy or the
budget will look like in three or five years’
time. It was reckless to lock in $36 billion a
year in tax cuts — almost as much as the gov-
ernment spends on education — five years in
advance,” Australian Council of Social Service
acting CEO Jacqueline Phillips said.

“The claim that the budget will still be in
surplus despite these tax cuts is based on two
flawed assumptions: that economic growth will
bounce back to three percent a year and that
growth in government expenditure can be held
at the lowest levels in 50 years.”

In keeping with the government’s big
business ideology, these are tax cuts for the
rich. When the inevitable economic down-
turn comes, the government will cry poor and
fund the tax cuts out of social services and the
public service. In other words it will rob those
who got little or nothing out of the cuts.

Nothing for the poor

No one seems to be commenting on the
millions of people who do not stand to gain
a cent. Close to one third of households will
receive not one cent of that $300 billion.

These include the workers on very low
wages, the underemployed who are seeking
more hours of work and the unemployed. Their
income is below the taxable threshold which
will rise to $21,885.

Social security recipients attempt to

the people of Sudan

Tax the rich

survive on below poverty incomes and
are increasingly forced to turn to family or
charities for basics. This situation will only
worsen.

The Australian Greens are pushing for
the Newstart and Youth Allowances to be
increased by $75. At present the unemployed
are expected to survive on $40 a day — an
amount that even the politicians that refuse
to increase it admit they could not do. For a
young unemployed person living away from
home, the amount is even lower, at only $32.50
a day.

Many employers and the Reserve Bank
of Australia support an increase in these pay-
ments. Unfortunately, both Labor and the
Coalition have taken a callous position and
oppose any increase. Pressure needs to be
maintained on them. It would hardly make a
dent in the budget, costing an estimated $2-3
billion per annum.

They would spend every extra dollar, and
so increase demand in a lagging economy.

Economy unstable

In fact, the economy shows all the signs
of a looming crisis. The stock market has hit
record highs, inflated by people deserting the
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low interest rates being offered on saving
deposits in banks.

The Reserve Bank (RBA) has cuts interest
rates two months in a row, which has all the
appearances of a desperate act, by a desperate
central bank. The RBA has been begging the
government to take urgent action to stimulate
the economy. It has almost run out of things it
can do.

The official unemployment rate is 5.1 per-
cent and underemployment is 8.4 percent. That
is, a total of 13.5 percent of workers are either
unable to find a job or a job offering enough
hours of work. In raw figures, the number
of unemployed is 689,000 and the number
of under-employed is 1.149 million. (ABS
6202.0, May 2019)

‘What that means is a staggering 1.838 mil-
lion people are completely or partially shut out
of the labour force!

The Australian Bureau of Statistics’ defi-
nition of employed includes anyone who had
one hour or more of paid work in the previous
couple of weeks.

Giving large hand-outs to the rich makes
no sense in social or economic terms when
there are so many unmet needs and such a high
level of unemployment and underemployment.

Regime change vs
change the world
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Precarious employment

The growing casualisation of work cre-
ates considerable insecurity for workers, who
never know from day to day whether they will
be working and if so, for how many hours.
For those with family responsibilities, mostly
women, this makes life extremely difficult.

There is no justification for work that is
ongoing, such as that of public servants, TAFE
and tertiary teachers or nurses being casu-
alised. And while there is a loading for the
hourly rate paid, it hardly compensates for the
lack of annual leave, sick leave, and other ben-
efits that have been won by trade unions over
decades of struggle.

In industry, casualisation is used to cut
labour costs and hence increase profits. It pits
worker against worker in a climate of fear, the
fear that they won’t be asked back if they rock
the boat, bring in their union, etc. It is used to
drive down conditions and wages.

The legislation passed last Thursday
entrenches large tax cuts of $11,640 for people
with taxable incomes over $200,000 and pea-
nuts or nothing for those on low or middle
incomes (below $40,000).

Continued on page 2

No Sanctions - No War
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Against the US blockade
on Cuba

Perth activists including members of the Communist Party of
Australia rallied for a second time in two months since pledging
in May to rally outside the US Consulate. The pledge made in
Cuba at the International Day of solidarity is to rally at US dip-
lomatic missions on the second of each month to demand the US
blockade on Cuba be lifted and an end to the Helms-Burton Act.

The actions are in step with the monthly Cuba solidarity vigil
outside the UN consulate in Sydney each month.

It was last May 2 that the Trump Administration implemented
Title III of the Helms-Burton Act which had remained on the
shelf since 1996 when other parts of the Act were implemented. Its
extraterritoriality is an obstacle to trade as it penalises investors
from third countries who defy the inhumane blockade. Title I1I
of the Helms-Burton Act allows for investors to be sued in US
Courts if they trade on confiscated or nationalised properties in
Cuba, for example ports, airports and factories.

One day after Title 111 was enacted Exon Mobil filed a lawsuit
seeking $280 million from the state-owned Cuba-Petroleo and
CIMEX Corp over a refinery, gas stations and other assets.

The European Union and Canada have investments in a
number of industries that are affected by the implementation
of the Title III of the Act. The European Union has indicated
it may lodge a challenge with the World Trade Organisation
and the British Government has said it will work with the EU
to protect British companies. Activists rallying called on the
Australian government to follow suite.

Trade and collaboration between Australia and Cuba have
been growing and are important to both countries. In 2017-2018,
three delegations from Cuba came to Australia to investigate po-
tential areas for collaboration and resulted in Meat and Livestock
Australia agreeing to trial a cattle tick vaccine produced by
Cuban SOE, BioCubaFarma.

Around the world groups are rallying against these measures
that are hurting the Cuban people, in particular those in the
tourist sector, self-employed artists, accommodation, transport,
food and other services. The most recent Executive order issued
by Trump has effectively stopped all cruise ships travelling to
Cuba. This hits very hard in the country who relies on tourism
as a significant source of income.

The Cuban government has been forced to introduce some
rationing again and with the people are preparing for hard times.
The Cuban people remember well the special period of the 1990s
in which they fought for survival in defence of their revolution.
Once again, Cuban workers and their families are united for
their sovereignty and against the Helms-Burton Act.

Despite the inhumane attacks from the US, Cuba manages
to provide its people with what the US — one of the world’s most
affluent countries — can’t. While 36.2 million go hungry in the US
and 47 million don’t have access to health coverage the Cubans
people have free health care, free university and subsidised utili-
ties. There is virtually no homelessness with 85 percent of Cuban
owning their own homes, paying no property tax or interest on
mortgages. Unemployment in Cuba is only 1.8 percent according
to CIA data compared with a reported 7.6 percent in the US.

The solidarity movement calls on the trade union movement
in Australia and elsewhere to act in solidarity with the Cuban
people in defence of the Cuban revolution, its sovereignty and
socialism. Activists in Perth will continue to demonstrate outside
the Perth consulate for as long as necessary in the same way activ-
ists rally in Sydney outside the US consulate on the 17th of each
month. Down with the US blockade, End the Helms-Burton Act.
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Build the alternative

Vinnie Molina*

One hundred and fifty eight billion dollars in tax
cuts over the next ten years could have created hun-
dreds of well-paid jobs, building the economy and
providing much needed public infrastructure around
the country.

Unfortunately, the two-party system has once again
failed the Australian people. The two major parties bla-
tantly have one ideology. The Australian Labor Party,
although they had pledged not to support tax cuts for
those on high incomes; despite the Coalition having
enough support from the Cross benchers, Labor still
caved in.

The flat tax system being put in place — plus the
regressive 10 percent GST — drives us further towards
the Americanisation of the Australian economy and soci-
ety. The two-party system has delivered a very regressive
tax system for the country and into the future. Within 10
years there will not be enough revenue to support the
responsibilities of the state.

Unemployment is high: we hear of many workers
desperately seeking permanent employment with decent
wages and conditions but having to settle for precarious
jobs where they are often robbed of their entitlements,
including even their wages. The reality is, secure jobs are
becoming increasingly scarce and now it is the “norm”
for people to be in precarious employment through labour
hire or casual jobs. Let’s just look at the Esso Longford
workers who stood at the picket line for a long 742 days
to achieve a union-backed agreement that will provide
only some of those workers with a job. The current IR

Attacks on unions have increased and in particu-
lar on the most militant such as construction and mar-
itime are the ones on the receiving end. Workers and
unions are being charged by the Australian Building and
Construction Commission — the government’s attack dog
against unions — preventing the right to organise and to
fight back for better wages and conditions. The war on
unions must end and the right to organise upheld.

Workers need pay rises to stop going backwards in
the face of the high and rising cost of living. The $158
billion could have easily fixed Medicare and provided
dental care. Over the next ten years the government could
have embarked on the construction of public housing to
reduce the growing crisis in homelessness.

In doing so it would at the same time provide much
needed jobs in the construction and other industries. It
could also build a fast train line from Sydney to Brisbane
or Melbourne for example.

There is so much more that could be done rather
than flattening the tax system which in the end grows the
divide favouring those already privileged at the expense
of the most vulnerable.

We the people, must work together and build an
alternative for the people. A new type of government
that ensures multinational corporations pay their share of
tax and puts national resources in public hands to build
a future sovereign fund would be a good start. A new
type of government that would abolish the Goods and
Services Tax, GST. This type of government would start
to govern for the people of Australia.

*Vinnie is the CPA President. &
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During the week police arrested a young man over alleged links
to terrorist organisations. It was no coincidence that immediately
afterwards the government announced it would introduce more
anti-terrorist legislation that would restrict the public’s right

to oppose the government’s political agenda. Civil and political
rights are now under real threat. The ABC and the commercial
media are fighting to retain the right to convey confidential
information the public has a right to know. An anti-war protester
was recently arrested and forcibly removed from the Sydney War
Memorial for wearing a placard that said “Honour the dead by
ending wars”. We’re fighting for your rights but we need Press
Fund contributions, so please send in something for the next
edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s supporters
as follows:

Dr G Dittura $10, A Maarbani $20, “Round Figure” $10,
“Sparky” $10, S Talbot $50

This week’s total: $100 Progressive total: $3,150

Support The Guardian
by donafing to Press Fund

system is not working for working men and women.

Call for action
Against the ban of communism in Poland

Anti-communist persecution in
Poland intensifies as the state
authorities attempt to criminal-
ise the communist activity by
changes of the penal code. This is
an element of the anti-communist
campaign aimed at banning the
Communist Party of Poland.

The legal changes are also a
part of the persecution such as a
trial of the members of the CPP and
its newspaper the Brzask editorial
board. At the same time the Polish
authorities raise other obstacles to
the communist activity as well as
falsifying the history and destroying
anything connected with commu-
nism and the Peoples’ Poland.

The amendments to the penal
code, including the ban of commu-
nist activity (article 256) were made
just 10 days before the elections to
the European Parliament.

They mean heavier, unaccepta-
ble punishments and widening scope
of punishable crimes. The changes
are numerous and concern 105 out
of 360 articles of the code. The

government presented the changes as
a reaction on the paedophilia scan-
dal among the Catholic priests and
related to this crime. However, just a
few amendments concern it.

The reactionary changes have
proceeded very hastily. On May 14,
the project was sent by the govern-
ment to the parliament. The next day
the Sejm (the lower chamber) started
the legislative procedure and on 16th
of May, it was voted and passed by
the Sejm. Later it was passed to the
upper chamber — Senate — which
added a further 43 amendments, and
now returns to be voted in Sejm. The
government has the majority in both
chambers so it would not have any
problems with passing the amend-
ments. Next, the new law should be
signed by the president. There is a
widespread opinion of lawyers that
changes of the code violate the con-
stitution and human rights. However,
the Constitutional Court is currently
controlled by the judges nominated
by the government.

Amended article 256* bans

communism and equates it with
Nazism and fascism. Previously it
penalised the promotion of the “fas-
cist or other totalitarian systems of
the state”. Ten years ago there was an
attempt to ban communist symbols
with the same legal measure: It was
met with internal and international
protests and in 2011 it was cancelled
by the Constitutional Court.

However, in recent years the law
was used very widely as shows the
history of the trial of the CPP and its
newspaper Brzask. The new version
of the law bans the ideology, sym-
bols or any other contents (prints,
recordings) as well as presentation
and possession of any symbol of this
content. The new code also increases
the penalty from 2 to 3 years of
imprisonment.

The Communist Parties to
oppose the anti-communist campaign
and penalisation of communist ideas
in Poland. We demand all the pros-
ecutions against the communists to
be stopped immediately
SolidNet Parties &

Tax the rich

Continued from page 1

Minimum wage

The national minimum wage
rose by three percent on July to
$780.40 following the Fair Work
Commission’s annual review.
Workers on this low wage are set to
receive a tax cut of $524 — $10 more
per week in their pockets. Then in
2022-23 it rises to $638.

But for many of these low-paid
worker the benefits will be cancelled
by the penalty rate cuts that hit on

The economy is on a knife edge
with the Reserve Bank almost beg-
ging the government to take action
to increase demand for goods and
services. People are not spending
because they do not have the money,
do not have job security.

Workers need a decent wage
rise. They need secure jobs and
safe working conditions. This is the
way forward to improve the lives of
working people and their families. At
the same time it will strengthen the
economy.

“We the people, must work

together and build an alternative
for the people. A new type of gov-
ernment that ensures multinational
corporations pay their share of
tax and puts national resources in
public hands to build a future sov-
ereign fund would be a good start. A
new type of government that would
abolish the Goods and Services
Tax, GST. This type of govern-
ment would start to govern for the
people of Australia,” Molina told the
Guardian. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

George Santayana - The Life of Reason — 1905
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Stand with

Richard Titelius

June 29 was a cool wet afternoon but one hundred people gathered in
Forrest Place in the centre of Perth to protest the ongoing military rule in
Sudan which is responsible for ongoing human rights violations, corrup-
tion and the economic ruin of the of the country.

The first speaker was the president of the United Sudanese Youth of WA,
Israa, who said that following the ouster of General Omar Al Bashir on April 11,
the people of Sudan believed the Transitional Military Council (TMC) would act
quickly to bring about a civilian government.

Their hopes were dashed when on June 3 the armed forces opened fire on
unarmed civilians, men women and children, protesting outside the army head-
quarters in Khartoum, who had gathered to protest the slow pace of reform.
Official medical reports have confirmed the bodies of 60 people but families of
those protesting who suffered loss of life, say there are many people who are not
accounted for — and in some cases the bodies were thrown into the Nile River
which flows through Khartoum.

Israa added, that since June 3, the military has also blocked the internet with
the aim of preventing the Sudanese people inside the country from finding out
about the atrocities committed by the military forces in Sudan.

However, people have used conventional phone lines to spread details to the
diaspora of the June 3 atrocities.

The second speaker was Ahmed, also of the United Sudanese Youth of WA,
who said the health, education and economic situation had deteriorated in the
country since the failure of the TMC to bring about a return to civilian rule.

The resistance in the country also blamed the leader of the Rapid Deployment
Forces (RDF) Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo also known as Hemeti, for the atroci-
ties and see Hemeti, who is also the deputy leader of the TMC, as being the key
player in Sudan today, while General Brohan is widely seen as just a figurechead;
Hemeti previously had command of the Janjaweed — the militia responsible for
committing the atrocities on June 3 and earlier this year.

These atrocities include the rape and killing of women and children as young
as six. Ahmed also called for the RDF to be declared a terrorist organisation to
help facilitate international efforts to halt funding of the group.

Chris Jenkins from the Socialist Alliance addressed the rally to say the world
needed to stop selling arms to the Sudan military over its role in killing its own
people.

Jenkins also called on the Australian government to refuse recognition of the
TMC for its role in repressing democracy in Sudan and for the Australian gov-
ernment not to enter into the global arms market.

Nidal, a Nuba and South Sudan member of the United Sudanese Youth of
WA declared, “We cannot be silent about these issues — as it is not the bullets
which kill people but the silence of those who do not stand up to the oppressor.”

ALP Senator for WA, Sue Lines, also addressed the rally and on behalf of
the Sudanese constituents in her community. She said diplomatic efforts were
required to help speed up the end of the dictatorship and a return to civilian rule.

The rally then marched through the Murray and Hay Street Malls to take
their message of freedom, peace and justice for Sudan to the people of Perth.

The Communist Party of Australia joins in calls for the Australian govern-
ment to denounce the Transitional Military Council for its failure to implement
civilian rule and not to engage or facilitate arms sales to regimes which use the
arms to oppress their civilian populations. The CPA also recognises and supports
the progressive role played by the Sudanese Communist Party to bring about
revolutionary change and justice for Sudan. &
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From the Archives

A J\ AUSTRALIA CUBA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY
W Melbourne
-

Celebrate the Cuban Revolution

* Cuban Film 'Clandestinos’

ﬁ,lk Guest Speaker:
Ariel Lorenzo Rodriguez, Cuban Ambassador

ﬁ( Xochiquetzal Dance Group
Sﬁ? Raffle And Afternoon Tea

Melbourne Unitarian Church
110 Grey St -
East Melbourne

Entry: $10
$5 Concession
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ABC fights for
the public’s right to know

Peter Mac

The ABC and News Corporation
have launched legal proceed-
ings to nullify warrants that the
Australian Federal Police (AFP)
used recently to raid the ABC’s
Sydney headquarters and the
home of News Corp journal-
ist Annika Smethurst, trying
to determine who supplied con-
fidential information to those
organisations.

The warrants were issued after
the ABC broadcast material about
possible crimes committed by
Australian soldiers in Afghanistan,
and after Ms Smethurst reported a
proposed extension of the current
powers of the Australian Signals
Directorate to allow it to spy on
Australian citizens within Australia.
Both reports were based on leaked
government documents.

A News Corp executive said: “...
We are determined to fight for jour-
nalism and for the public’s right to
know. We also invite the AFP to
confirm ... it is discontinuing its
investigation of both Annika and
News Corp.”

ABC managing director, David
Anderson agreed, saying; “The ABC
is asking the court for a declaration
that the warrant was invalid on ...
grounds that underline the funda-
mental importance of investigative
journalism and protection of confi-
dential sources.”

But the ABC is going much
further than News Corp. Anderson
declared: “We are also challenging
the constitutional validity of the
warrant on the grounds that it hin-
ders our implied freedom of polit-
ical communication. ... the ABC
will be using every avenue ... to
defend the actions of its journal-
ists and to seek legislative changes
that protect the media’s abil-
ity to report on matters of public
interest.”

If the ABC wins its current
appeal to the Federal Court, the
government might take matters to
the High Court, in a test case as to
whether the media has the constitu-
tional right to reveal information in

the public interest which the govern-
ment wants to conceal.

A principle worth
fighting for

The ABC and the commercial
media have all condemned the AFP
raids, on the grounds that such action
violates the right of news organisa-
tions and journalists to carry out in-
depth investigations.

The raids have also sparked
international condemnation. The
New York Times wrote: “No other
developed democracy holds as tight
to its secrets, experts say, and the
raids are just the latest example of
how far the country’s conservative
government will go to scare officials
and reporters into submission.”

The raids took place not long
after the arrest and forcible removal
of Australian journalist Julian
Assange from the Equadorian
embassy in London. He took refuge
there several years ago to avoid
being extradited to the US for having
revealed, among other things, secret
information about US war crimes in
the Middle East. The US government
has now requested his extradition to
face trial for espionage.

The case aroused international
concern because Assange merely
passed on news information received
from others. The sensational
Wikileaks documents he received
were taken from US military sources
by Bradley (now Chelsea) Manning
and were then passed on to major US
and other news outlets which pub-
lished them.

Assange’s real “crime” in the
eyes of the US government is that he
so passionately believed that publi-
cation of the information was in the
public interest that he was willing
to risk imprisonment. His convic-
tion for espionage would set a prec-
edent for criminal prosecution of all
journalists for receipt of confidential
information.

An institution worth
fighting for
By instigating an AFP raid on
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and for the public’s right to know.”

the home of Annika Smethurst as
well as the ABC headquarters, the
Morrison coalition government has
forced News Corporation and the
ABC to contest the raids in court.
But the government shouldn’t lose
much sleep about the post-raid alli-
ance between the ABC and News
Corp, because it’s paper-thin. Their
objectives are very different

The ABC charter requires it “to
provide innovative and comprehen-
sive broadcasting services of a high
standard ... that contribute to a sense
of national identity and inform and

. reflect the cultural diversity of
the Australian community ...” That
requires the ABC to inform the
public accurately and without fear or
prejudice about news it has a right
to know, and the ABC management
has taken a principled stance in that
respect.

News Corp, however, is prima-
rily concerned with making hand-
some profits from its sensationalist,
rabidly right-wing and often wildly
inaccurate publications, including
the Sunday Telegraph, the Herald
Sun and the Sunday Mail, of which
Ms Smethurst is political editor.

In a nationwide 2017 survey
of all Australian media organisa-
tions the ABC scored the highest
rating for public trust. The Fairfax
Press came third behind the Special
Broadcasting Service.

Commercial media organisations
other than Fairfax all scored nega-
tively, demonstrating widespread
mistrust because of perceived false
news, bias, sensationalist stories,
pushing a political agenda and too
much advertising. News Corp publi-
cations are repeatedly guilty of such
offences. The company loathes the
ABC, and never loses an opportu-
nity to attack it for real or imagined
failings.

News Corp has many friends in
federal parliament. Last year the
Liberal Party’s federal council voted
in favour of privatising the ABC.
Three Coalition MPs, Tim Wilson,
Mitch Fifield and James Paterson,
are also members of the right-wing
“think tank”, the Institute for Public
Affairs (IPA), which has called for
the ABC to be privatised

IPA recently published a book
called (in part): Why We Should
Privatise The ABC And How To Do

It. Reasons given by IPA for priva-
tising the ABC include: “meeting
consumer satisfaction, eliminating
taxpayer subsidies and [ensuring]
competitive neutrality in media
markets.” Meeting those objectives
would suit the commercial media
corporations admirably, but would
not serve the public interest.

The government has reluctantly
agreed to hold a parliamentary
inquiry into the raids but the chair-
person is to be ex-soldier Andrew
Hastie, whose activity in Afghanistan
was subjected to critical examination
by the ABC.

Meanwhile, the government has
rejected calls to privatise the ABC,
but not because it opposes the idea.
It knows that privatisation would
involve overturning the ABC char-
ter, a very difficult task that would
arouse widespread public opposition.
But many members of the govern-
ment doubtless favour privatisation
and the government may move in that
direction if the opportunity arises.

It’s now up to us to make sure it
doesn’t, and to ensure that the ABC
continues to protect the public’s
“right to know”. &

Academic freedoms must be enshrined in law

The NTEU National Executive Statement on the

Nonetheless, we welcome recommendations that

The National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU) welcomes the core
findings of the French Review. It
calls on the federal government to
legislate to define academic free-
dom but said that a voluntary code
was not sufficient to protect it. The
union has called for a statement to be
negotiated for inclusion in collective
agreements.

The French Review found that while
there was no “crisis of free speech” on
campuses, it recommended that it was
important to strengthen the protections
for academics and related staff.

Academic freedom is a defin-
ing characteristic of universities and a
world class and robust tertiary education
sector was critical to Australia’s future.

The right to speak without fear or
favour in a place of higher learning is
important for our democracy. University
staff are aware of incidents of political
and funding interference in universities,
and attempts to influence research and
scholarship.

To the great shame of this sector,
there have been at least ten universi-
ties recently trying to water down pro-
tections for staff regarding academic
freedom. Justice French has recom-
mended a voluntary code and changes
to legislation.

The union believes that if we are
serious about academic freedom, a vol-
untary code is not good enough, and
unless staff have workplace protec-
tions in their collective agreements,
changes to legislation will not guaran-
tee freedoms.

A voluntary code would not pro-
vide the protections necessary for the
employment of someone like Professor
Peter Ridd from James Cook University,
or Roz Ward from Latrobe.

Protections must be binding on an
institution and be incorporated into the
collective agreement that regulates the
employment of staff.

Mathew McGowan
NTEU general secretary

French Review follows:

NTEU has a long and proud history of defending
academic and intellectual freedom in the higher edu-
cation sector.

The only effective protections for academic free-
dom and intellectual freedom of university staff are
the relevant clauses in enterprise agreements, negoti-
ated and enforced by NTEU. Australian universities
have frequently attempted to water down protections
or remove them from legally enforceable agree-
ments, with NTEU the consistent voice defending
and protecting academic and intellectual freedom.

NTEU strenuously defends the rights of mem-
bers who exercise academic and intellectual free-
dom, including in cases where these individuals
have expressed unpopular views, and notes that free-
dom of speech includes the right to protest.

NTEU therefore welcomes the core findings
and recommendations of the Independent Review of
Freedom of Speech in Australian Higher Education
Providers (known as the French Review). We note
the important finding that:

“There is no evidence, on the basis of recent
events, which would answer the pejorative descrip-
tion of a ‘free speech crisis’ on campus.”

have the potential to enhance the protection of aca-
demic and intellectual freedom of all university staff
and students.

NTEU therefore calls on the federal govern-
ment to implement the recommendation to amend
the existing Higher Education Support Act and
the Higher Education Standards to incorporate the
definition of academic freedom set out by Justice
French, and the recommendation to require all
higher education providers to have a policy that
upholds freedom of speech and academic freedom.

To give force to the French Review recommen-
dations, NTEU calls upon Universities Australia
to negotiate with NTEU an agreed Statement On
The Rights And Obligations Of Institutions And
Employees Regarding Academic And Intellectual
Freedom And Its Protection, for incorporation into
collective agreements.

NTEU supports the principles articulated by
Justice French in the proposed voluntary code
of conduct on academic freedom and freedom of
speech and believes that there must be an opportu-
nity provided for all stakeholders to participate in
negotiating a binding code of practice. &
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland
Hong Kong: regime change

vs change the world

The victory of the Red forces in China’s
civil war in 1949 was a huge setback for
imperialism and especially for the leading
imperialist power, the USA. The USA had
emerged from WW2 as pre-eminent among
the capitalist allies, aided immeasurably
by the fact that it had not had to endure
invasion and associated fighting (and the
accompanying destruction) on its own ter-
ritory that Britain and especially the Soviet
Union had experienced. The USSR lost a
staggering 26 million dead. It had met and
overcome the Axis’ best weapons and their
best troops and won most of the really
significant battles (and done most of the
dying, let us never forget).

Attempts by imperialism post WW2 to
cower the USSR with nuclear blackmail failed
utterly and a revolutionary wave swept the
former colonies in Asia and Africa. The US
tried to “roll back communism” in the Berlin
Airlift, then in an invasion of Albania by fas-
cist remnants (thwarted by Soviet intelligence
agent Kim Philby). In 1949, the revolutionar-
ies won in China and the USSR revealed that
it had broken the USA’s monopoly on nuclear
weapons.

The US ferried an “invasion force” of
former Chiang Kai Shek soldiers from Taiwan
to the China-Burma border to “liberate” China
from the evil Reds, but to no avail: the “lib-
erators” embraced the drug trade as easier and
more profitable than fighting for Washington.
A panicked but still super confident USA
launched the Korean War the following year
still hoping to “roll back Communism”, only
to find that it couldn’t.

Set-backs for imperialism in China were
doubly shocking because the imperialists had
enjoyed virtually a free hand there for the
preceding century. That bastion of virtue and
nobility, the British Empire, had introduced
opium into China and then waited for the prof-
its to roll in. Attempts by the Chinese authori-
ties to stop the deadly trade did not go down
well in Whitehall. In 1842, Britain sent its navy
to teach China to respect its betters. This was
the First Opium War. One result of that war
was that Britain seized and kept the port of
Hong Kong.

Other European imperialist powers seized
outposts up and down the coast of China.
The USA, being ostentatiously opposed to
European colonies in the Americas, could not
itself seize colonies in China. Instead, it sup-
ported what it called an “open door” policy,
which kept China accessible to imperialist
investment and exploitation without techni-
cally claiming territory there. When the Boxer
Rebellion tried to expel the foreigners from
China, the imperialists (including the USA)
combined forces to suppress it.

These days, however, imperialism has had
to learn how to maintain economic control
without actually owning colonies. They have
become adept at using all manner of financial
levers and especially innumerable front organi-
sations. In Hong Kong, for example, they rely
on no less than a staggering 37,000 NGOs,
with a staff in the tens of thousands. Many of
these actually receive funding from the US and
Europe. (But of course, the imperialists would
be aghast if you were so ill-mannered as to
accused them of interfering in China’s inter-
nal affairs.)

This is only possible because China, to
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secure the return of its stolen territory, has had
to agree to permit Western corporations and
other capitalist entities to have access to that
territory. Even with a close watch and careful
control, this has provided openings for impe-
rialism to exercise what is known as “soft
power” options.

In Hong Kong, the USA’s National
Endowment For Democracy (a State
Department/CIA front) provides financial sup-
port to such soft power outlets as the innocu-
ously-named Hong Kong Institute of Human
Resource Management, the Hong Kong
Journalists’ Association, the Civic Party, the
Labor Party, the Democratic Party, even the
Hong Kong Confederation of Trade Unions.
All of these took part in the recent “anti-gov-
ernment” demonstrations in Hong Kong.

The clever folk employed by US imperi-
alism to develop their soft-power tactics have
had plenty of practice in recent years in fos-
tering attempts at “regime change” in places
like Honduras, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Haiti,
Ukraine, and Syria and before that in the break-
up of Yugoslavia and other adventures. They
have become adept at prising countries away
from progressive groupings so that they can
become outposts of finance capital and tools
of imperialism.

For the first 30 years of its existence,
People’s China had to endure an embargo by
the capitalist world that deliberately held back
its development. However, with the help of
the Soviet Union and by skilfully managing
its human resources, China was able to use the
greed of the imperialists to foster the devel-
opment of China’s economy and eventually

to lift its people out of the poverty linked to
imperialism.

The price of this development, however,
was a strengthening of the capitalist class in
China. And imperialism is intent on furthering
that process by every possible means. The pro-
tests in Hong Kong were focused on changes to
the city’s extradition laws. As an International
Action Centre article points out, these laws are
arelic of British colonialism. “Nowhere else in
the world does a city have independent extradi-
tion laws, with authority above that of a sover-
eign country.”

“Despite decades of multimillion dollar
western funding Hong Kong has a poverty rate
of 20 percent (23.1 percent for children) com-
pared to less than 1 percent in mainland China.
In the past 20 years poverty in Hong Kong has
remained high while mainland China has lifted
hundreds of millions of people out of pov-
erty.” Recent protests, much like the “Occupy
Central” protests in Hong Kong in 2014 have
not raised this issue (which they surely would
have if they had genuinely been reflective of
the aspirations of the Chinese people.)

Instead, the protests have been directed at
leadership connected to mainland China while
ignoring the US-connected banks and ultra-
wealthy capitalists based in Hong Kong who
clearly show no interest in addressing poverty
or other real needs of the people.

The US claims to be concerned with free
speech in Hong Kong and with preventing
politically motivated extraditions. At the same
time it aggressively pursues the extradition of
Julian Assange for exposing the genuine crimes
of US imperialism.

The corporate media in the US, Europe and
Australia have enthusiastically reported on the
Hong Kong protests, in stark contrast to the
meagre, often critical coverage of mass pro-
tests in Gaza, Honduras, Sudan, Yemen. Or
even the “Yellow “Vest” protests France or the
recent general strike in Brazil. The difference
in coverage exposes a difference in the forces
behind the protests, a difference in who stands
to benefit from them.

Imperialism is only interested in promoting
protest movements if those movements can be
used to destabilise the working class and can
be misdirected into anti popular channels.

For over 200 years the working class has
striven to achieve revolution, preferably a
socialist revolution, while the US has recruited
an enormous collection of specially selected
college graduates to plot how to “defend
democracy”.

Utterly convinced as to the rightness of
their cause, these willing tools of big business
use every conceivable technique of advertising/
propaganda to achieve regime change and to
further “US interests”.

For all their resources of finance, materiel,
eager personnel and skilled application of the
techniques of persuasion, the objective condi-
tions affecting the working people push them
towards the revolutionary path. And it is the
role of the Communists to explain and guide
them along that path, the path that will result in
changing the social system from one of exploi-
tation to one that functions solely in the inter-
ests of working people.

In other words, it is the role of the
Communists to “Change the World”! &

Imperialism is only interested in promoting protest movementis
if those movements can be used to destabilise the working
class and can be misdirected into anti popular channels.



6  luly10,2019

Magazine

Havana’s medics work around the world

Cuba exporis

Hernando Calvo Ospina

When Hurricane Katrina ripped through
the southern United States in August 2005,
the authorities were overwhelmed and the
governor of Louisiana, Kathleen Babineaux
Blanco, appealed to the international com-
munity for emergency medical aid. The
Cuban government immediately offered
assistance to New Orleans and to the states
of Mississippi and Alabama, also affected
by the storm, and promised that within 48
hours 1,600 doctors, trained to deal with
such catastrophes, would arrive with all
the necessary equipment plus 36 tonnes of
medical supplies. This offer, and another
made directly to President George Bush,
went unanswered. In the catastrophe at
least 1,800 people, most of them poor, died
for lack of aid and treatment.

In October 2005, the Kashmir region of
Pakistan experienced one of the most violent
earthquakes in its history, with terrible conse-
quences in the poorest and most isolated areas
to the north. On October 15 an advance party
of 200 emergency doctors arrived from Cuba
with several tonnes of equipment. A few days
later, Havana sent the necessary materials to
erect and equip 30 field hospitals in mountain
areas, most of which had never been previ-
ously visited by a doctor. Local people learned
of Cuba’s existence for the first time.

To avoid causing offence in this predom-
inantly Muslim country, the women on the
Cuban team, who represented 44 percent of
some 3,000 medical staff sent to Pakistan in
the next six months, dressed appropriately
and wore headscarves. Good will was quickly
established; many Pakistanis even allowed
their wives and daughters to be treated by male
doctors.

By the end of April 2006, shortly before
their departure, the Cubans had treated 1.5 mil-
lion patients, mostly women, and performed
13,000 surgical operations. Only a few severely
injured patients had to be flown to Havana.
Pakistan’s President Pervez Musharraf, an
important ally of the US and friend of Bush,
officially thanked the Cuban authorities and
acknowledged that this small nation in the
Caribbean had sent more disaster aid than any
other country.

First medical brigade

Cuba set up its first international medi-
cal brigade in 1963 and dispatched its 58 doc-
tors and health workers to newly independent
Algeria. In 1998 the Cuban government began
to create the machinery to send large-scale
medical assistance to poor populations affected
by natural disasters. After hurricanes George
and Mitch blew through Central America and
the Caribbean, it offered its medical personnel
as part of an integrated health programme. The
Dominican Republic, Honduras, Guatemala,
Nicaragua, Haiti and Belize all accepted this
aid.

Cuba offered massive medical assistance to
Haiti, where health care was chronically inad-
equate. In 1998 Cuba even approached France,
Haiti’s former colonial power, with a proposal
to establish a humanitarian association to help
the people of Haiti. The French government
did not respond (although, finally, in 2004, it
sent troops). Since 1998 Cuba has sent 2,500
doctors and as much medicine as its fragile
economy permits.

This free aid — the Cuban government
funds the personnel — has been effective. The
willingness of the new barefoot doctors to
intervene in areas where their local equivalents
refuse to go, because of the poverty of the cli-
entele or the danger or difficulty of access, has
persuaded other countries, especially in Africa,
to apply for assistance.

Between 1963 and 2005 more than 100,000
doctors and health workers intervened in 97
countries, mostly in Africa and Latin America.
By March 2006, 25,000 Cuban profession-
als were working in 68 nations. This is more
than even the World Health Organisation can
deploy, while Médecins Sans Frontiéres sent

2,040 doctors and nurses abroad in 2003, and
2,290 in 2004.

The most seriously ill patients are often
brought to Cuba for treatment. Over the dec-
ades these have included Vietnamese Kim
Phuc, the little girl shown in the famous war
photograph running naked along a road, her
skin burned by US napalm. Cuba also took
in some 19,000 adults and children from the
three Soviet republics most affected by the
Chernobyl nuclear accident of 1986.

In June 2001 the United Nations General
Assembly met in special session to discuss
Aids. Cuba, with an HIV infection rate of 0.09
percent compared with 0.6 percent in the US,
made an offer of “doctors, teachers, psychol-
ogists, and other specialists needed to assess
and collaborate with the campaigns to prevent
AIDS and other illnesses; diagnostic equip-
ment and kits necessary for the basic preven-
tion programmes and retrovirus treatment for
30,000 patients”.

If this offer had been accepted, “all it
would take is for the international commu-
nity to provide the raw materials for the med-
icines, the equipment and material resources
for these products and services. Cuba will not
charge and will pay the salaries in its national
currency”.

The offer was rejected. But eight African
and six Latin American countries did benefit
from an educational HIV/AIDS intervention
project which broadcast radio and televi-
sion programmes, treated more than 200,000
patients and trained more than half a million
health workers.

There are some 14,000 Cuban doctors
working in poor areas of Venezuela. The
two governments have also set up Operation
Milagro (miracle) which, during the first 10
months of 2005, gave free treatment to restore
the eyesight of almost 80,000 Venezuelans,
transferring those suffering from cataracts and
glaucoma to Cuba for operations. More widely,
the project offers help to anyone in Latin
America or the Caribbean affected by blind-
ness or other eye problems. Venezuela provides
the funding; Cuba supplies the specialists, the
surgical equipment and the infrastructure to
care for patients during their treatment in Cuba.

So far no other government, private body

Al A,

or international organisation has managed to
put together a global medical program on such
a scale or to offer such a level of assistance to
those in need of care. Operation Milagro’s goal
is to operate on the eyes of a million people
every year.

A few hours before he took up office as
president of Bolivia in December 2005, Evo
Morales signed his first international treaty,
which was with Cuba, setting up a joint unit to
offer free ophthalmological treatment. As well
as the national institute of ophthalmology in
La Paz, recently equipped by Cuba, there will
be medical centres in the cities of Cochabamba
and Santa Cruz. Young Bolivian graduates
from the Latin American School of Medicine
(ELAM) will take part in the program.

ELAM was founded in 1998, just as Cuba
began to send doctors to the Caribbean and
Central America. It operates from a former
naval base in a suburb of Havana and trains
young people of poor families from through-
out the Americas, including the US. There
are also hundreds of African, Arab, Asian and
European students. Cuba’s 21 medical facul-
ties all participate in training. In July 2005 the
first 1,610 Latin American students graduated.
Each year some 2,000 young people enrol at
the school, where they receive free training,
food, accommodation and equipment in return
for a commitment to go back home and treat
their compatriots.

Really doctors?

Ideological considerations have inspired
the medical and ophthalmologic associations
of some countries to launch a campaign against
this initiative. The review of the Argentine
council of ophthalmology, for example, ques-
tioned whether the Cuban ophthalmologists
really were doctors and announced that it was
taking steps, along with humanitarian NGOs,
to fund a similar programme.

There was the same reaction in 1998 in
Nicaragua, where, despite the severity of
the catastrophe caused by hurricane Mitch,
President Arnoldo Alemén refused to admit
Cuban doctors. Similar reactions have been
seen in Venezuela since 2002 and now in
Bolivia. Conservative doctors, who prefer to
specialise in diseases of the credit-worthy and
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refuse to enter shantytowns, accuse Cuba’s
barefoot doctors of incompetence, illegal med-
ical practice and unfair competition.

In April 2005 the legal authorities in the
Brazilian state of Tocantins ordered out 96
Cuban doctors who had been treating the poor.
The state governor disagreed, but could do no
more than “recognise the professional brav-
ery of the doctors who were welcome here and
whom we wish to thank”.

The medical associations are afraid that if
the Cuban medics bring down prices or even
offer some services free, medical treatment will
cease to be a profitable, elitist service. As each
new doctor graduates in Cuba, they intensify
their protests and political pressure.

There is also a threat that diplomas
obtained in Cuba will not be recognised else-
where. Excessive charges in Chile have pre-
vented many Cuban-trained doctors from
validating their medical qualifications there.
But, as the BBC has pointed out, if Latin
America’s medical associations persist in
their opposition they risk losing the support
of populations deprived of access to health
services, for whom the project is a glimmer of
light in the darkness. In the US, where 45 mil-
lion people have no health cover and medical
studies cost about $300,000, a blockade for-
bids students to study in Cuba, threatening up
to 10 years’ imprisonment and fines of up to
$200,000.

Sceptics see the humanitarian aid offered
by Cuba as a publicity stunt, an investment to
secure diplomatic support in the face of con-
tinuing US hostility. They point out that when
the UN Human Rights Council was estab-
lished in March 2006, Cuba was elected with
the support of 96 of the 191 UN member states,
whereas Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela, where
political opposition is legal, as it is not in Cuba,
were rejected.

But a western diplomat was prepared to
recognise that Cuba’s policy of exporting doc-
tors was an initiative which benefited so many
people that it should be applauded even by its
political enemies.

Hernando Calvo Ospina is a journalist and
the author of Bacardi: the Hidden War (Pluto
Press, London, 2002) &



Guardian

Magazine

July 10,2019 7

NO to war - work for peace!
Statement Tudeh (Communist) Party af Iran
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Iran is on the verge of a very dangerous
military conflict with the US Trump admin-
istration. Following the shooting down of a
US surveillance drone on June 19 — a drone
that according to published reports had
entered Iran’s air space ... an attack by US
military forces against Iran was reportedly
called off at the last minute on Trump’s
orders. Confirming this information,
Trump emphasised ... “I am not looking for
war and if there is, it will be obliteration
like you’ve never seen before.” ...

Escalation of tensions following the attacks
on oil tankers in Persian Gulf and media accu-
sations that Iran perpetrated the attack, as well
as the stance ... of the Islamic States against
Iran, leaves no doubt that regional reaction,
led by Saudi Arabia’s medieval regime and
Israel’s racist government, along with influ-
ential individuals in charge of formulating
the Trump administration foreign policy (e.g.
Mike Pompeo and John Bolton) are preparing
to impose a dangerous military conflict on our
country and the wider region.

Trump claimed his goal is to prevent Iran
from obtaining nuclear weapons; that he is will-
ing to talk to Iran’s leaders. ... It is worth noting
it was the Trump administration’s withdrawal
from the JCPOA [Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action] (despite opposition of the other signa-
tories of this agreement — the EU states, Russia
and China) and imposition of the harshest eco-
nomic sanctions on Iran to date in order to
advance regime change, that laid the ground for
the current precarious situation in the region.

The Tudeh Party of Iran warns of the grave
danger threatening peace in the Persian Gulf
region. Regional disputes must be resolved
solely by reduction in tensions, détente and
negotiations.

Clearly, inhumane economic sanctions
imposed by US imperialism create great
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difficulty in our country for millions of Iranians
and pose serious challenges to economic viabil-
ity of the Islamic regime. The EU’s inability to
create a functional instrument to circumvent US
economic sanctions on Iran and Iran’s inability
to sell its oil — exports have fallen from 2.8 mil-
lion b/day to 700,000 b/day — has exacerbated
the current economic hardships that result from
the regime’s decades-long pursuit of neoliberal
policies in favour of the interests of its capital
in Iran.

The current situation is unsustainable for
long and the Iranian regime’s leaders, know-
ing this grim situation cannot be drawn out, are
counter threatening US and Europe that they
will fully withdraw from JCPOA, accelerate
uranium enrichment and further inflame ten-
sions in the region.

Such threats as “If Iran cannot export oil,
naturally it will not just sit and watch while
others continue to do so ... others will not be
able to either ...” not only fail to reduce tension
in the region, but also give the USA and reac-
tionary regional states a pretext to pursue their
objectives and intensify imperialist military
interventions. In recent days, USA and its allies
are mulling over dispatching more troops to the
region to protect oil pipelines in the Strait of
Hormuz and Persian Gulf. Such interventions
certainly raise tensions and could lead to sparks
that ignite the region.

No progressive nationalist, patriotic and
freedom-loving force can support resumption
of current tensions nor be in favour of a military
strike on Iran. History shows working people,
urban and rural, would be first and greatest vic-
tims of any war and military conflict. Continued
tensions and development of “wartime condi-
tions” inside Iran also present the ideal opportu-
nity for the regime to intensify suppression and
tyranny [as it did during the devastating War
with Iraq].

The Tudeh Party of Iran strongly opposes
imperialist states and regional reactionary
forces interfering in Iran to orchestrate “regime
change”. The United States, not Iran, is the
destabilising influence In the Middle East!

If Australia is a true friend of the United
States, not just its lackey, then Australian
Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, would advise
the Trump administration that USA’s provoca-
tion against Iran and its long term aim to force
regime change in yet another nation is unac-
ceptable and will only lead to disaster.

President Trump claims his goal is to stop
Iran developing nuclear weapons, but it is his
administration that walked out of an interna-
tional agreement the United States and Iran had
signed (along with Russia, China, Germany,
France and Britain), even though Iran was
keeping its side of the bargain, accepting
tough limits on its nuclear programs and regu-
lar international inspections.

It is the Trump administration that has uni-
laterally re-imposed illegal sanctions on Iran
that have, most of all, hurt the Iranian people,
through scarcity, unemployment and inflation,
as the US tries to strangle the Iranian economy
and bring the Iranian government to its knees.

The future of Iran and its political system
is a matter for the Iranian people themselves to
resolve, not the United States, its “allies’, or its
proxies. The US politics of confrontation with
the Islamic Republic of Iran is in contravention
of the UN Charter.

It also works against the Iranian people’s
own struggle for a better life and achievement
of fundamental, sustainable and democratic
change, which will come about through popu-
lar revolution, not war.

What is more, a US-led war against Iran
will not be easily contained. A war, once
started, could easily engulf the Middle East,
as well as embroil nuclear-armed China and

Russia, both allies and protectors of Iranian
sovereignty and major trading partners. The
disruption of oil production and supply as a
result of war could trigger a major global eco-
nomic collapse and another Great Depression.

In Australia, both the Morrison govern-
ment and Labor opposition hold Iran responsi-
ble for destabilising the region and threatening
peace; they both support existing and further
sanctions; and both parties have willingly taken
part in USA’s military adventures around the
world.

We need to break with US imperialism!
We need to seek peace, progress and prosper-
ity as a free, sovereign nation within a sustain-
able, just and equitable global community, not
a world of war, oppression and corruption, as
well as implement policies that bring about
social justice. It is possible only through the
struggle of the people of Iran and the nation’s
freedom-loving and patriotic forces.

Events in Iran’s contemporary history,
including the US-backed 1953 coup, as well
as other developments in the region — from the
ousting of the nationalist Nasser government in
Egypt to the military — political support for the
corrupt, anti-people, and inhumane regime of
Saudi Arabia as USA’s closest ally — all show
imperialism’s typical favourite regimes are dic-
tatorial, dependent regimes that have nothing
to do at all with the wishes and demands of the
people of Iran and the patriotic and freedom-
loving forces of the nation.

The struggle to reduce tensions and mobi-
lise a strong movement in support of peace in
the region and globally, so as to prevent any
and all dangerous military conflicts, is an
immediate task that must be pursued with full
resolve.

Central Committee
Tudeh (Communist) Party of Iran &
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Trump’s July 4 war machine

Mark Gruenberg
WASHINGTON: President
Donald Trump’s scheme to

turn this year’s celebration of
Independence Day into a boast-
fest featuring himself — complete
with tanks on the mall and a mili-
tary flyover — is drawing, pardon
the expression, lots of flak.

Critics range from the progres-
sive pro-worker VoteVets to Code
Pink to the watchdog Citizens
for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington (CREW). The City
Council tweeted “Tanks, but no
tanks,” without mentioning that
Trump’s magnate-festooned inau-
gural committee has stiffed the city
for $7 million in extra costs it had to
shell out for those events in January
2017.

Trump announced at the end of
June that tanks would be added to
his prior plans to move the city’s
fireworks display away from the
Washington Monument and towards
the Potomac River. He’ll also give
a speech at the Lincoln Memorial
— turning his back on President
Lincoln’s statue and putting his VIPs
in bleachers between them — and add
a flyover of military planes, includ-
ing the Blue Angels and one of the
Boeing jets used as Air Force One.

The fireworks are so high,
security is so tight, and the flyo-
ver so low that the Metropolitan
Washington Airports Authority shut
down nearby National Airport, the
area’s busiest located just across the
Potomac, starting at 6 pm July 3 and
all through Independence Day. That
affects tens of thousands of travel-
lers, too.

Trump decided against rolling
the tanks down Pennsylvania Avenue
during the July 4 parade. Even he
admitted doing so would have com-
pletely torn up the roadway, often
called “America’s Main Street,”
between the White House and the
Capitol. He’ll station them on the
Mall, instead. He didn’t say where.

But an internal DOD memo,
published by the city council,
opposed Trump’s tanks, too.

“We have said it before, and
we’ll say it again: Tanks, but no
tanks,” the council tweeted. (PS: The
@DeptofDefense agrees).”

The tweet included image of a
memo from the Defence Secretary’s
office with the line “include wheeled
vehicles only, no tanks” highlighted.

Besides DOD and the city, oppo-
sition to Trump’s planes and tanks
will take — or has taken in tweets —
many forms.

CodePink won a parade permit
for a counter-demonstration just
west of the Washington Monument.
It featured, of course, the huge Baby
Trump blimp, just like the one that
wafted over crowds of millions
of anti-Trump demonstrators in
London.

“Babies need enormous amounts
of attention and are unable to gauge
the consequences of their behav-
iour — just like Donald Trump,”
said CodePink co-founder Medea
Benjamin. “This is why we are
bringing the Baby Trump blimp to
Trump’s Fourth of July address to
show our opposition to the pain and
suffering caused by this administra-
tion, from family separation at the
border to supplying weapons for
the Saudi war in Yemen.” Added
co-director Ariel Gold: “The Baby
Trump blimp is a fitting symbol of

Trump’s behaviour: Erratic, danger-
ous, and prone to tantrums.”

CREW predicted Trump would
give a self-aggrandising speech.
It also said it would monitor him
for violations of the Hatch Act and
appropriations laws. Hatch prohibits
federal workers at all levels below
the president from pushing poli-
tics while in the government’s pay.
Appropriations laws cover presiden-
tial expenses, and include bans on
spending for political purposes while
on official business.

Trump would break the law,
CREW said, if he utters his cam-
paign slogans, mentions either polit-
ical party or candidates — himself or
anyone else — for the Oval Office,
talks about his approval rating or
fundraising, or has campaign aides
hand out materials and flyers to the
crowd, among other violations.

“If Trump is careful and has the
self-discipline to talk only about
government policies, the event may
amount to little more than a garish

display of nationalism. Tacky?
Probably. Illegal? Probably not.
But when has anyone ever accused
Trump of being predictable or sound-
ing like a dry policy wonk? It seems
far more likely that he’ll talk about
his re-election bid or fling schoo-
lyard nicknames at his political
rivals,” CREW added.

VoteVets put up USS John
McCain T-shirts for sale online and
encouraged people to wear them.
Trump repeatedly denounces the late
GOP senator from Arizona for his
decisive vote not to kill Obamacare,
therefore preventing the GOP from
kicking millions off of healthcare.
Trump’s hate is so high that when
he recently spoke at a naval base, its
commander moved the USS McCain
so it wouldn’t be in the background
for Trump to see. That prompted
VoteVets’ anti-Trump T-shirts.

“We stopped his military
parade” — the triumphal march
Trump planned for last Veterans
Day, which DOD vetoed. “This is

his workaround,” VoteVets said. “So
when he looks out at the assembled
masses, our job is to make sure he
sees a sea of USS John S McCain
shirts looking back at him. Let’s fill
the Mall with these shirts.”

Individual tweeters also trashed
Trump’s tanks. One posted a politi-
cal cartoon of a diapered Trump baby
lying on the floor, pounding his fists
and screaming, “I want a pawade! I
want a pawade! I want a pawade!”

“The money being wasted could
be used towards the care for our
Vets, the Homeless, Child Care,
Infrastructure to all 50 states ...
Stand up to this troll who lives for
the centre of attention,” another
wrote.

Several people suggested a boy-
cott. But one person on Twitter had
another take: “I hope protesters shut
that whole thing down.”

People’s World &

No fto criminal US war on Iran

BRITAIN: Iranian socialists’
warning that the seizure of an oil
tanker by British marines could
precipitate a dangerous escalation
towards war cannot be ignored.
Britain claims to be enforcing EU
sanctions on Syria. But the asser-
tion from Spain’s Acting Foreign
Minister Josep Borell that British
troops were operating on US
instructions is all too plausible.
Responsibility for ratcheting up
tension with Iran rests squarely with
the Donald Trump administration
in Washington. When it decided in
spring 2018 to unilaterally tear up
2015’s agreement on civil nuclear
development, negotiated over
years with Iran by the US, the EU,
Britain, France, Germany, Russia
and China, even our then foreign
secretary Boris Johnson was clear
that Britain disagreed with the move
and would continue to honour the
agreement itself.

But the May government has
since done little or nothing to press
the US to change its ways and
has shamefully lined up behind
the drive to military conflict now
being steered by Trump’s National
Security Adviser John Bolton — who
was first out of the traps in crow-
ing about the tanker’s seizure by
Britain.

His remark that “America and
our allies will continue to prevent
regimes in Tehran and Damascus
from profiting off this illicit trade”
implies that the action was co-ordi-
nated with the US.

Current Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt still claims to want to
preserve the nuclear deal which Iran
is now threatening to cease observ-
ing, warning: “If Iran breaks that
deal then we are out of it as well.”

He fails to address the reason
Iran might walk away — the fact that
the deal is a dead letter when the US

is able to impose crippling sanctions
and bully third parties into observ-
ing them.

Spain says that Britain seized
the ship on the open sea and has
lodged a formal complaint since this
means it took place in waters dis-
puted between London and Madrid
in the Strait of Gibraltar.

So whatever sanctions Britain
may be claiming to enforce, the
matter was clearly not cleared with
other EU members in advance.

It looks rather like a reckless
provocation planned with the US
and aimed at triggering an Iranian
response. Advisers to Iran’s the-
ocratic supremo Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei are already putting public
pressure on the Tehran government
to do just that by seizing a British
tanker.

This could then form the pretext
for the catastrophic war that Trump,
along with his Saudi and Israeli

allies, seem set on — a war that
could be wider in scale and bloodier
even than the Iraq war because of
Iran’s larger size and its potential to
set off Sunni-Shia conflicts across
the Middle East.

Labour’s leader Jeremy Corbyn
has been at the receiving end of the
usual insults for daring to speak out
about this march to ruin.

Hunt’s drivel about it being
“pathetic and predictable” of
Corbyn to ask for evidence before
pulling the trigger was barely more
statesmanlike than his disgusting
invocation of the Nazi death camp
at Auschwitz to score a cheap and
dishonest political point shortly
afterwards.

Labour could retort in the
words of a Jewish victim of Nazi
terror, Stefan Zweig, who deplored
the propagandists of knee-jerk
militarism who ignited the first
world war: “Anyone who uttered a

warning was derided as a pessimist,
anyone who opposed the war that
inflicted no suffering on [the war-
mongers] personally was branded a
traitor.

“It was always the same, the
whole pack throughout history who
called cautious people cowards,
humane people weak, only to be at a
loss themselves in the hour of disas-
ter that they had so rashly conjured
up. Because the pack was always
the same. They mocked Cassandra
in Troy, Jeremiah in Jerusalem.”

The world is on a knife-edge
due to aggression and destabilisa-
tion directed by the United States.
Pressure on the Tories to stop them
conniving at this looming tragedy is
a must.
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Hong Kong opposition and
the Trump administration

Kenny Coyle

BRITAIN: One of the traditional
weaknesses of the British left has
been its inconsistent responses to
international crises. This becomes
particularly acute when British
imperialism is itself strategi-
cally involved and the pressures
of public opinion shaped by the
establishment media are felt most
heavily.

While there have always been
heroic episodes of international-
ism in the labour and peace move-
ments, the dominance of liberal
rather than anti-imperialist perspec-
tives has been a constant factor in
the battle of ideas on the left, com-
bined with the reality that the labour
movement’s right wing has always
aligned its interests with those of
the British ruling class at home and
abroad.

For example, some on the left,
who are instinctively sceptical of
mainstream corporate media nar-
ratives of crises in the Middle East
or Latin America, nonetheless con-
sider these self-same media sources
as essentially trustworthy when it
comes to their coverage of China.

The strategy of Western impe-
rialist powers to portray China as a
regional bully, serial oppressor of
religious minorities, hyper-police
state, rapacious exploiter of Africa,
despoiler of the environment and
so on is a great example of politi-
cal projection, where your own vices
are passed off on to others. This is
the daily message of Western media.
Few on the British left would ques-
tion the direct role of imperialism in
the Venezuelan crisis, for example.

The Trump administration and
Nancy Pelosi’s Democratic Party
Establishment are united in recog-
nising the opposition stooge Juan
Guaido as the country’s “interim
president.” The British government
and the EU Commission likewise
marched in step with Washington.

They all pushed the lie that
the legitimate President Nicholas
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Maduro was blocking humanitar-
ian aid, claims quickly repeated
(although in some cases eventually
retracted) by the New York Times,
Washington Post, British Guardian,
CNN, BBC and other megaphones
for intervention. In this specific
case, it didn’t take too much for
most of the left to see through this
smokescreen.

The hands of Trump’s neo-con
cabinet hawks, such as National
Security Adviser John Bolton and
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
alongside Florida’s extreme-right
Republican Senator Marco Rubio
were highly visible promoting the
attempted coup.

But when the self-same “regime
change” operatives are at work on
the Asian continent, they seem to
become invisible. China’s long-term
allegations of foreign interference in
Hong Kong are dismissed along the
lines of “well they would say that
wouldn’t they?”

Right-wing local activists who
marched to the US consulate with
signs pleading: “President Trump:
Please Liberate Hong Kong” and
rallied under the flags of British
colonialism inside Hong Kong’s
Legislative Council can perhaps
be dismissed as a politically naive
minority.

But what of the veteran main-
stream opposition, which seeks US
and British intervention in Hong
Kong?

Earlier this year, in mid-March,
before most people in Hong Kong,
never mind the West, were aware of
the details of the Extradition Bill,
the US National Security Council
(NSC) issued an invitation to Hong
Kong opposition politicians to visit
Washington. Headed by Anson Chan,
the most senior civil servant in the
last British colonial administration,
meetings were fast-tracked with
Trump’s Vice-President Mike Pence
and the NSC itself.

“The vice-president is clearly
concerned about rights and freedoms
in Hong Kong, including religious

rights,” Chan told the media. The
main topic of conversation was stop-
ping the extension of the Fugitive
Offenders Ordinance (Extradition
Bill).

Hong Kong’s Civic Party leader
Dennis Kwok, who was part of
Chan’s delegation, said after the
NSC meeting that the US govern-
ment was “paying high attention to
what’s happening in Hong Kong, and
extradition is certainly at the top of
their priority when it comes to Hong
Kong.”

They were particularly interested
in how the Bill “would directly affect
the interests of the American busi-
nesses and citizens who are either in
Hong Kong or going through Hong
Kong.”

Chan also referred directly to
the United States-Hong Kong Policy
Act of 1992, which states that the
US regards Hong Kong as “an inde-
pendent customs territory and eco-
nomic entity separate from the rest
of China.” This status gives Hong
Kong considerable advantages in
the ease of trade with the US — its
loss would seriously harm the Hong
Kong economy.

Given Hong Kong’s separate
monetary authority and currency,
taxation rules, banking systems and
property laws, this is simply a reflec-
tion of economic reality.
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However, if Hong Kong were to
lose that status in US law, it could be
subject to punitive tariffs, economic
sanctions and a whole raft of restric-
tions on Hong Kong-US trade.

These were the first hints that
the Hong Kong opposition and the
Trump administration would tie
the Extradition Bill to the ongoing
US-China trade war.

In mid-May, these threats took a
more direct form. Just weeks before
the first major public mobilisation
against the fugitives law, a second
high-profile delegation, this time
headed by Hong Kong Democratic
Party founder Martin Lee, also
found a warm welcome in the US
capital.

On this occasion, the delega-
tion met US Secretary of State Mike
“Regime Change” Pompeo, then
with Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the
most powerful Democrat on Capitol
Hill.

The highpoint of Lee’s visit
was an invitation to give testimony
to the bipartisan US Congressional-
Executive Commission on China,
chaired by Marco Rubio. The timing
of the visit was not exactly coin-
cidental. At that point, Rubio was
already drafting a piece of legislation
called the Hong Kong Human Rights
and Democracy Act.

Among other clauses, this Act
would:

* Require the President to issue a
strategy to protect US citizens
and businesses from the risks
posed by a revised Fugitive
Offenders Ordinance, including
by determining whether to revise
the US-Hong Kong extradition
agreement and the State
Department’s travel advisory for
Hong Kong.

* Require the Secretary of
Commerce to issue an annual
report assessing whether the
government of Hong Kong is
adequately enforcing both US
export regulations regarding
sensitive dual-use items and US
and UN sanctions, particularly
regarding Iran and North Korea.

In short, Rubio’s Act demands
that Hong Kong allow extradition
to the US but not to other parts of
China. Further it subjects the Hong
Kong government to US scrutiny in
enforcing extra-territorial sanctions
of the United States against two
other sovereign states.

If Hong Kong does not meet
Rubio’s conditions, the Act provides
for direct action against Hong Kong
government officials and the revoca-
tion of Hong Kong’s 1992 status as a
separate economic entity from main-
land China.

While it’s fairly usual for politi-
cians to lobby foreign governments
to achieve more favourable trade
deals, this was far from the agenda
of Lee’s delegation, which openly
backed Rubio’s draft legislation.

Nathan Law, one of the founders
of the radical group Demosisto, tes-
tified: “It is my hope that the Hong
Kong Human Rights and Democracy
Act can garner more support. The
Bill will send an unmistakable signal
to China and the world that this
country remains committed to the
universal values we all share.”

Lee’s own testimony was bril-
liantly judged at a key moment of a
US-China trade war: “Beijing could
extradite Americans in Hong Kong
on trumped-up charges as a way to
extract company trade secrets, soft-
ware and other intellectual property,”
Lee claimed.

Very revealingly, he seemed
to admit that the blood-chilling
dystopia he was forecasting for
Hong Kong was only a secondary
consideration.

“The US has a special interest in
blocking this law — and indeed may
be Beijing’s special target of the
law. The US has no extradition law
with China, but it does with Hong
Kong. This means Americans either
resident in Hong Kong or visiting
Hong Kong could end up jailed in
China.”

Lee was also deeply concerned
for the freedom of the US military:
“US navy personnel could be at risk
during routine port calls in Hong
Kong’s deep harbour.”

Right on cue, on June 13, just
a day after the first mass protest
in Hong Kong, Rubio formally
announced the launch of the Hong
Kong Human Rights and Democracy
Act with bipartisan support: “As
over one million Hong Kongers take
to the streets protesting amendments
to the territory’s extradition law,
the US must send a strong message
that we stand with those peacefully
advocating for freedom and the rule
of law and against Beijing’s growing
interference in Hong Kong affairs.”

Sometimes in international
politics, timing is everything. The
Extradition Bill emerged in the
middle of a US trade war with China.

The Hong Kong opposition saw
the potential usefulness of their cam-
paign to US corporate and even mili-
tary interests and sought US support
at the highest levels.

Some might see this as serendip-
ity, one of those all too rare moments
in life marked by simple happy coin-
cidence. To cynical souls, though, it
looks very much like synchronised
political collusion.
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Super changes must
put working people first

The peak body for working people wel-
comes the Morrison government’s commit-
ment to end their “culture wars” against
industry funds and call on their legislative
priorities for superannuation to put mem-
bers’ interests first.

Not-for-profit industry super funds already
comprehensively outperform for-profit retail
funds. If bank-owned funds had performed at
the same level as industry funds since 1996,
their members would be collectively $135 bil-
lion better off.

The Royal Commission has definitively
shown the superiority of industry super
funds governance and culture, whereas the
bank-owned for-profit super funds have wan-
tonly ripped off customers. They charged
the dead, they charged without service and
were recommended for further action by the
regulators.

Funds with workers’ representatives on

boards won returns of 6.81 percent between
2004 and 2018, compared to the 4.85 percent
returns achieved by funds with non-represent-
ative board members.

Superannuation is the most effective way
to provide dignity in retirement for working
people, and the government must improve the
performance of the sector, increase its transpar-
ency and ensure that every working Australian
is entitled to superannuation to improve living
standards in retirement.

A recent World Economic Forum white
paper found that Australia’s retirement sav-
ings system is one of the most effective in the
world. Strengthening this world-beating model
by increasing the superannuation guarantee to
12 percent and ensuring that all workers are
paid super on every dollar earned are urgent
priorities.

The government must pursue reforms
which address the adequacy of the system, and
ensure it is fit for purpose as the nature of work
is changing.

The union movement has proposed reforms
that will benefit working people in retirement.
They include:

* Increasing the superannuation guarantee to
12 percent as soon as possible;

¢ Placing superannuation in the NES to

allow workers to pursue super theft claims

— 2.85 million Australians are victims

of superannuation theft, amounting to

more than $5.94 billion per year in stolen

retirement savings;

Addressing unintended multiple accounts

by requiring retirement savings to follow

the worker throughout their working life;

» Paying superannuation at the same time as
wages;

Removing the $450 minimum threshold to

be paid super;

+ Paying super on parental leave, just like it is

with every other form of leave;

Requiring superannuation to be paid to all

workers on every dollar earned, including to

gig-economy workers and contractors;

» Reforming the age pension asset taper rate,
which operates punitively and punishes
workers who have saved a decent amount
for their retirement;

* Increasing the aged pension.

Superannuation in Australia should provide
dignity in retirement to all working people.

I’'m glad that the Assistant Minister has
promised to end the “culture wars” her party
has been waging against industry super to
address universally-held concerns for the
health of our retirement income system.

There is an immense body of evidence that
shows not-for-profit industry super has com-
prehensively out-performed for-profit bank-
owned funds over decades, delivering better
retirements for working people.

It’s time to sit down and do what needs to
be done — strengthen working people’s rights,
boost women’s retirement savings, move ahead
with the long-delayed increase to the super
guarantee and finally pay super on every dollar
earned, including paid parental leave.

Scott Connolly

ACTU
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Pull the rug

It’s probably just as well I’'m not in the
diplomatic corps because if I were I might
be slipping the rug out from under Trump’s
war machine. His shenanigans — especially
in our region — must be causing concern to
our capitalist masters.

Indulging in a trade war with China and
now threatening Iran is detrimental to how we
run this country. Obviously from an economic
viewpoint (which is the only one our gov-
ernment seems to value) both actions would
be very damaging for us and, in the event of
another war in the Middle East, catastrophic
for the world.

Our puppets in Canberra are probably
wondering how they can thwart Trump’s mil-
itaristic aggression and keep our balance of
trade healthy. My solution would be to quietly
whisper to the US that, unless tensions in the
Middle East are de-escalated, Pine Gap might
get its walking cards.

After all, it’s America’s spy network in our
region and one we would very much like an
excuse to shut down. If Trump wants to play
carrot and stick with the rest of the world —
well we’ve got a very big stick!

Eileen Whitehead
WA

Nike nixes flag design shoe after
white supremacist questions

Alexandra Olson

NEW YORK: Nike’s sales have only grown
since it seized attention with its ad cam-
paign featuring former NFL quarterback
Colin Kaepernick. So, the shoemaker
deferred to its star endorser when he raised
concerns over a sneaker featuring an early
American flag.

Nike pulled the Air Max 1 USA shoe,
which included a Revolutionary-era US flag
with 13 white stars in a circle on the heel.
Kaepernick reached out to Nike after learning
they planned to release the sneaker to explain
that the flag recalls an era when Black people
were enslaved and that it has been appropriated
by white nationalist groups.

Nike decided to recall the shoe after it had
already been sent to retailers to go on sale this
week for the July Fourth holiday, according to
the Wall Street Journal.

The decision caused an instant backlash
among conservatives who accused Nike of
denigrating US history, with Arizona Governor
Doug Ducey tweeting that he is asking the
state’s Commerce Authority to withdraw
financial incentives promised to Nike to build
a plant in the state.

Others expressed surprise that the symbol
known as the “Betsy Ross” flag, so named after
the Philadelphia woman credited with design-
ing it, could be considered offensive. Although
some extremist groups appear to have appro-
priated the flag, it is not widely viewed as a
symbol of hate, and is used in museums that
focus on 18th century US history.

The Anti-Defamation League does not
include it in its database of hate symbols.
Mark Pitcavage, a senior research fellow for
the ADL’s Centre on Extremism, said extremist
groups have occasionally used it, but the flag
is most commonly used by people for patriotic
purposes.

“We view it as essentially an innocuous
historical flag,” Pitcavage said. “It’s not a thing
in the white supremacist movement.”

Nike said in statement that “it pulled the
shoe based on concerns that it could uninten-
tionally offend and detract from the nation’s
patriotic holiday.”

Kaepernick was the first NFL athlete to
take a knee during the national anthem to pro-
test police brutality. Some people called for
boycotts after Nike featured him in a campaign
last year that included a print ad featuring a
close-up of his face and the words, “Believe
in something. Even if it means sacrificing
everything.”

The boycott calls fizzled.

Nike’s annual sales have jumped seven
percent to more than $39 billion, according to
the company’s last quarterly report. Its stock is
up 12 percent since the start of the year.

Governor Ducey, meanwhile, ordered
Arizona to withdraw a grant of up to $1 mil-
lion that was slated for Nike. But the governor
has no authority over more than $2 million in
tax breaks over five years that were approved
by the City Council in the Phoenix suburb of

Goodyear, where Nike committed to opening a
$185 million factory that would employ more
than 500 people.

Nike is unlikely to suffer financially over
the flag flap, said Matt Powell, a sports indus-
try analyst at NPD Group Inc.

“I’'m sure there are plenty of states out
there that would love to have a Nike factory
that would employ 500 people,” Powell said.

The abandoned shoe sparked a discussion
on social media and beyond about the Betsy
Ross flag itself.

In 2016, a Michigan chapter of the NAACP
said the flag has been “appropriated by the
so-called ‘Patriot Movement’ and other mili-
tia groups who are responding to America’s
increasing diversity with opposition and racial
supremacy.” The statement came in response to
a high school football event where the NAACP

said some white students used the flag while
attempting to intimidate players from a pre-
dominantly black school.

The Anti-Defamation League says “Patriot
movement” describes groups that include mili-
tias and others who have adopted anti-govern-
ment conspiracy theories. The ADL says there
is some overlap between the “Patriot” move-
ment and the white supremacist movement, but
that overlap has shrunk over time.

Lisa Moulder, director of the Betsy Ross
House in Philadelphia, said she has never heard
of the flag being used as a hate symbol.

“Personally, I’ve always seen it as a rep-
resentation of early America,” Moulder said.
“The young nation was not perfect, and it is
still not perfect.”
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First martyr of the American Revolution:
Former slave Crispus Attucks

Chauncey K Robinson

“The story of the Negro in America is the
story of America — or, more precisely, it is
the story of Americans. It is not a very pretty
story: the story of a people is never very
pretty.”

James Baldwin

The American Revolutionary War of 1776
led to the 13 British colonies that later
became the United States gaining their
independence from the world’s biggest
and most powerful empire. Today, we
celebrate the launch of that revolution as
Independence Day. The Boston Massacre,
in which British soldiers shot and killed
several people in 1770, is recorded as one
of the incidents that helped accelerate the
colonists’ drive to revolt. What is not often
taught in schools, or popularised in main-
stream culture, is the fact that a Black man
was the first to die for the independence of
this nation. That man was Crispus Attucks
— the first person killed in the American
Revolution.

Attucks was born in Framingham,
Massachusetts, to an enslaved Black man
named Prince Yonger and a Native American
woman named Nancy Attucks. Crispus escaped
from enslavement around 1750 and eventually
became a sailor, spending much of his life at
sea or working the docks along the Atlantic
seaboard.

Tensions between the US colonies and the
British Empire had been mounting for some
time. The colonists tired of being used as
simply producers of raw materials, a captive
market for the goods of Britain’s factories, and
a pawn in imperialist rivalries with Britain and
Spain. Significant sections of the rising capi-
talist and landowner classes in British North
America wanted to escape the control of the
monarchy.

The colonists had begun organising under
the slogan “no taxation without representation,”
believing that, as they were not directly repre-
sented in British Parliament, any laws it passed
affecting the colonies (such as the Stamp Act
and the Sugar Act) were illegal and unjust.

Boston, a shipping town, was the centre of
resistance to taxation by the British Parliament.
On March 5, 1770, in Boston, a young boy
complained that a British officer had failed
to pay his barber bill. As tensions escalated, a
small crowd of townspeople, which included
Crispus, began tossing snowballs and rocks at
the British soldiers stationed there. Gunshots
rang out, wounding six civilians and killing
another five. Attucks was the first to fall.

His death went unpunished. John Adams,
who would eventually become the second
US president, defended the British soldiers
in court. During the trial, Adams claimed
that the troops were acting in self-defence.
The future US president called the protestors
“a motley rabble of saucy boys, Negroes and
molattoes, Irish teagues and outlandish jack-
tars,” and claimed Attucks was the instigator.
His argument would carry the day in court, as
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none of the soldiers were convicted of murder.
Two received guilty verdicts on a charge of
manslaughter, but their only punishment was
receiving a branding on their thumbs.

The verdict emboldened the resistance to
British rule. John Adams would go on to write
that the “foundation of American independence
was laid” on March 5, 1770. Silversmith Paul
Revere’s engraving of the Boston Massacre
titled the “Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in
Kings Street in Boston,” would become what
historians eventually called “the most effective
piece of war propaganda in American history.”

Revere’s work, still famous today, left out
Attucks, though. Adding him back into the
visual history of the Boston Massacre fell to
WL Champney almost a century later, in 1856.
Two years later, in an 1858 commemoration
of the Boston Massacre, American abolitionist
Wendell Phillips stated:

“I place this Crispus Attucks in the fore-
front ranks of the men that dared. When we
talk of courage, he rises with his dark face, in
his clothes of the labourer, his head uncovered,
his arm raised above him defying bayonets;

and when the proper symbols are placed
around the base of the statue of Washington,
one corner will be filled by the coloured man
defying the British muskets.”

The American Revolution that Attucks
helped launch would be described by VI
Lenin as “one of those great, really liberating,
really revolutionary wars.” It encouraged the
French Revolution and inspired revolution-
aries throughout the Western hemisphere to
overthrow Spanish colonialism and establish
republics.

But it would take a “second American rev-
olution” — the Civil War — to break the US sla-
veholder class, so many of whose members
had been among the leaders of the 1776 fight.
And even that second revolution didn’t create
anything approaching equal rights for former
slaves. Sharecropping, Jim Crow, economic
oppression, and political disenfranchisement
served as a superstructure for a racist dictator-
ship in the South that kept workers of all races
divided.

The enslavement of Black people was one
of the key building blocks of US capitalism

and the world economy of today. But when
thinking of the contribution that Black people
have made to the advance of democracy in
this nation, and the world, the picture must be
expanded to include a variety of roles. Attucks’
death was the opening act in a struggle that led
to the US gaining independence at a time when
Black people were seen as property and even-
tually only three-fifths of a human being.

Attucks escaped slavery and attempted to
make a space for himself in a land that was
hostile to his very existence as a free person.
This is still the case for many Black people,
and other people of colour, in the country
today. His story can be seen as symbolic of the
history of the United States — a history filled
with contradictions, victories, losses, oppres-
sion, and the constant struggle for progress.
American novelist and activist James Baldwin
once said, the history of a people is never a
pretty one. This is true, but it is our truth, and
by acknowledging the entire picture — the trou-
bles and triumphs — we can perhaps build a
future of true democracy for all peoples.
People’s World &
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The CPA has endorsed the following resolutions
No Sanctions = No War

Joint statement of the Communist and
Workers Parties on the Heightening of
Tensions and dangers of US War on Iran.

The undersigned Communist and Workers
parties express their grave concern about
the recent developments in the Persian
Gulf which pose significant threats to world
peace.

The pronouncements of the US adminis-
tration clearly indicate that it intends to deploy
every tool at its disposal to coerce the Islamic
Republic of Iran (IRI) to submit to its hegem-
onic designs in the region.

They recall the decision of the Trump
administration in May 2018 — in complete con-
travention of world public opinion — to take
the USA out of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPoA) agreement with Iran

[see story page 7]. This decision, taken despite
global appeals, including by the UN, has sig-
nificantly increased tension in the region and
has raised the threat of a new devastating war
in the Middle East.

They have been concerned about the impo-
sition of economic, banking and monetary
sanctions on Iran, which has undermined its
economy and resulted in the widespread clo-
sure of factories, economic freefall and an
increase in unemployment and poverty.

The Communist and Workers parties
strongly condemn the US administration and
its hawkish representatives such as Mike
Pompeo and John Bolton for initiating the
rising tension and threats of military action on
Iran, as well as the use of economic sanctions
as a means of starving the people of Iran into
submission.

They further believe that these actions are
having a disastrous impact upon the continuing
struggle of the Iranian people for peace, sover-
eignty and social justice, as well as for human
and democratic rights.

The aim of US policy regarding Iran is to
secure the undisputed domination of US impe-
rialism and its allies in the region. The actions
and policies of the US administration on Iran
have been and continue to be coordinated with
those of the governments of Israel and Saudi
Arabia.

They are concerned that if the current esca-
lation of aggression by the US and its allies in
the Middle East is not curtailed and reversed,
the potential for a new and disastrous war, with
unpredictable consequences for peace and sta-
bility in the region and globally, is real and
enormous.

Guardian

The peace-loving forces of the world
must work in unison to promote détente and
denounce foreign intervention in Iran’s domes-
tic affairs.

The future of Iran and its political system
is a matter that should be determined by the
Iranian people and them alone. The Communist
and Workers parties, together with all progres-
sive forces in Iran, reject foreign intervention
in their country under any pretext.

They call on all forces campaigning for
peace and disarmament globally to condemn
the US administration and its Saudi and Israeli
allies’ politics of confrontation with the Islamic
Republic of Iran in contravention of the UN
Charter.

We say — No to Sanctions and No to War
on Iran. &
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Joint Statement

in solidarity

For the past eight years, the people of Syria
have defended their motherland, decisively
and heroically. They have manifested a
remarkable and honourable resistance
which has not ceased for one moment in
these years, despite the suffering they have
been dragged into. It has already had its
place in the great history of humanity.

We Communist and Workers’ parties
denounce in the strongest way possible the
imperialist intervention of US and its allies, that
has created one of the greatest tragedies of the
21st century. We have no doubt that those who
have forced people to live this tragedy for the
interests of the big capital — for the profit of the
exploiters — will be condemned before history
for with their outrageous barbaric crimes. We

with Syria

have no doubt that the enemies of the people
will be forced to get their dirty, bloody hands
out of Syria.

We express our deep and unconditional sol-
idarity with the working people of Syria, and
their vanguard communist parties. In support
with Syrian people, we appeal for a solidarity
mission in Damascus.

We demand the end of imperialist aggres-
sion and we fully respect the independence,
full sovereignty and the integrity of the national
territory of Syria. We emphasise once again
that the decision regarding the future of Syria
belongs only to peoples of Syria.

Hands off Syria!

Long live internationalist solidarity! &

Statement of Solidarity with the people of
Sudan and the Sudanese Communist Party

In Solidarity

As Communist and Workers’ parties,
we express our support and our solidar-
ity towards the struggle of the Sudanese
people against the military junta regime
for democratic and social rights (see story
page 3).

We condemn the murderous repressive
reprisal of the regime against the massive
peaceful demonstrations sweeping the country,
killing dozens of protesters, wounding hun-
dreds of others.

The junta of Sudan, which is supported
by the imperialist organisations of the World
Bank and the IMF, as well as from various

capitalist countries internationally and in the
region, has led the vast majority of the popu-
lation to live a life of misery, hunger and pov-
erty. At the same time, it continues to support
the invasion of Yemen by Saudi Arabia with
military troops.

Our parties condemn these anti-people
choices of the junta as well as the violence
that it has unleashed against the working class
and popular strata of the country; we express
the solidarity of communists towards the
people of Sudan and the Sudanese Communist
Party. @&
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