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Govt tax agenda

A GST on everything

Peter Mac

Before the federal election the Morrison
government used incessant phoney accusa-
tions that Labor intended to introduce new
taxes, even though Labor had stated it only
intended to remove unjustified tax conces-
sions concerning imputation credits and
negative gearing.

But now there’s a strong possibility that
the newly elected Morrison government will
either extend the highly regressive Goods and
Services Tax (GST) to apply to commodities
that are currently exempt from the GST, or will
increase the GST rate to 15 percent (or maybe
both).

The GST is regressive because the tax
amount represents a greater proportion of the
income of lower income earners than high
income earners. The tax reverses the princi-
ple of progressive taxation under which the tax
rate rises according to the taxpayer’s income.
When a GST is introduced people like pension-
ers who previously paid no tax at all are sud-
denly forced to pay tax.

When John Hewson led the coalition in
opposition in the 1980s he said the coalition
would introduce the GST, but he lost the sub-
sequent election, in large part because of public
opposition to the tax.

When John Howard became Liberal leader
he was smarter and more devious. He promised
he wouldn’t introduce the GST, but when the
coalition gained office in 1996 he immediately
did so.

However, in order to get the GST legis-
lation through Parliament the coalition was
forced to exempt fresh food, private educa-
tion, sewerage and water rates, childcare and
visits to the GP from the tax, as a concession
to the now defunct Democrats. That was cer-
tainly a worthwhile concession, but it was
no great credit to the Democrats, because
they could have blocked the GST altogether.
Labor declared the GST regressive, but when
it gained government with Kevin Rudd as PM
in 2007 it retained it.

In 2016 Morrison, who was then fed-
eral treasurer, set up a taskforce to investi-
gate extending and increasing the rate of the
GST. But the government still didn’t introduce
the tax because it only had a tiny majority,
and Labor, the Greens and independent MPs
strongly opposed any extension or increase.
But now that the coalition has a safe parlia-
mentary majority the government looks set to
attempt to follow Howard’s footsteps and stage
a fait accompli with a revised GST.

Promises, promises

The government has promised tax reforms
with a total cost of $95 billion to be introduced
over six years. In the first stage, lower and
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middle-income earners would get some very
meagre tax breaks, and in the second the corpo-
rate world would get massive handouts.

The final stage includes reducing the 32.5
income tax bracket to 30 percent in 2024-25.
However, according to the Australia Institute,
if this was done the top 10 percent of taxpayers
would get almost one third of the benefit from
the revised tax bracket arrangement and the top
20 percent would get 52.7 percent. The lowest-
paid 20 percent would get a miniscule 0.2 per-
cent. The lowest-paid 10 percent, the poorest of
the poor, would get absolutely nothing.

And now there’s a real threat of an increase
in the scope and rate of the GST in order to
pay for those tax cuts. The Australian Tax
Office has recommended the extension of the
tax to cover fresh food that has been prepared
or packaged, including salads, brioche buns,
smoothie packs and dried fruit, “to avoid con-
fusion” for small business owners.

The government is considering increas-
ing the GST to 15 percent, and economics
professor John Freebairn, a member of the
government’s taxation review committee, rec-
ommends getting rid of almost all the GST
exemptions.

He told the government: “Go for sensible
reform ... broaden the GST base to include all
food, health, childcare, sewerage and water.
Broadening the GST is one of the routes to

a productive economy and increased wages,
and the revenue windfall could be used to
compensate people on lower wages to middle
incomes.”

But the government’s objective is to max-
imise the tax paid by low and middle wage
and salary earners and minimise tax paid by
business corporations and high-income earn-
ers. And raising or extending the GST is part
of that plan.

Morrison’s tax trick

Economist Ben Phillips from the National
Centre for Social and Economic Modelling
says extending the GST to [include] fresh
food, health, water and education would result
in people on lower incomes paying an increase
equal to 4.5 percent of their income. Middle
income earners would pay the equivalent of
2.7 percent and those with the highest incomes
would pay only 1.7 percent.

Phillips notes: “An increase in the rate
... to 15 percent would require people in the
lowest 20 percent of the income brackets to
pay 7 percent more, people in the middle 20
percent 4.2 percent more, and people in the
highest 20 percent income bracket just 3 per-
cent more of their income.”

As for dropping personal income taxes to
compensate for increasing the GST, Phillips
concludes: “... two thirds of households on

incomes up to about $100,000 would be worse
off and the top 40 percent would gain at the
expense of the bottom 60 percent. The lowest
20 percent of households by income would lose
$33 a week (6.6 percent of income) on average
while the top 20 percent would gain an average
of $69 a week (2.1 percent of income).”

As Sandra Golding from the Australian
Council of Social Services has observed, shift-
ing responsibility for paying taxes away from
personal income tax towards the GST “would
be a recipe for driving inequality.”

The argument that GST exemptions should
be changed “to avoid confusion” is nonsense.
The best result for ordinary working fami-
lies would be for the GST exemptions to be
extended, or better still, for the GST itself to
be abolished.

Morrison struts his religious beliefs, but
ironically his policies are fulfilling one inter-
pretation of the biblical prophecy: “Whosoever
has will be given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have, even what
they have will be taken away from them.”

But the government won’t necessarily get
its way. Legislation to extend the GST has
to be approved by state governments and the
Senate. It’s up to us to convince them that they
should reject any such move by the odious
Morrison crowd. &
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Colonial ambitions

The Morrison government is stepping up its activities as the
deputy sheriff of the United States in the Asia-Pacific region and
even further afield, following the path of the Howard government,
the original deputy sheriff.

In fact, on his current visit to the Solomon Islands, Morrison
is exploiting the Howard take-over plan implemented in 2003,
which was a pre-emptive strike against the Solomon Islands to
take control of the administration, policing and economy of the
Pacific Island state. The Howard government’s plan was called
“cooperative intervention”.

As has happened with Morrison’s current tour, in 2003 a media
blitz was mounted to justify the re-imposition of a colonial regime
in the Solomon Islands.

It was “Time to help thy neighbours”, said a Financial Review
editorial (12-3-03), an attempt to sugar coat the Howard govern-
ment’s colonial ambitions. The Sydney Morning Herald claimed
Australia may lead an “armed intervention force into the Solomon
Islands” while The Australian newspaper claims that “Rescuing the
Solomons makes sense”.

The truth is that the present relations between Australia and
the Solomon Islands has been created by neo-colonialism. The
economy is dominated by foreign interests. Neo-colonialism has
created competition between different groups for economic and
political patronage.

The Solomon Islands were settled at least 4,000 years ago by
Melanesians. The 2,000-island Solomon archipelago was claimed
initially by Germany. A treaty between Germany and Britain sub-
sequently divided the islands: the southern majority of the islands
fell under British dominion; Bougainville and several other northern
islands remained under German control.

Australian sugar planters “blackbirded” labour from the
Solomons to work on Queensland’s sugar plantations. It was, in
effect, slave labour.

Following WW?2 the northern part of the archipelago was placed
under a UN-mandated Australian colonial administration as part
of Papua New Guinea. In 1975 Britain agreed to the independence
demands of the southern Solomons and independence was finally
declared in July 1978. The independent state of the Solomon Islands
is a member of the Commonwealth and a member of the United
Nations.

In the post-independence period, a Westminster-style gov-
ernment was foisted on the islands which have rich undeveloped
mineral resources including lead, zinc, nickel, gold bauxite, and
phosphate — an attractive target for the big mining corporations.
There are also considerable timber resources. However, timber
felling has created severe environmental damage on some islands.

As far back as 1994, the Australian government was pressing
Pacific Island states to adopt economic rationalist policies. At a
meeting of the South Pacific Forum held in Brisbane in 1994, the
then Minister for Pacific Island Affairs in the Hawke Labor gov-
ernment, Gordon Bilney, laid down the law. He called for “Public
sector reform and private sector development”.

“We believe that a confident and growing private sector is one
of the keys to the success of any trade and investment strategy.”

Even at that time there were media reports depicting the “ur-
gency of the situation”, “The stakes are very high, the challenges
we face cannot be ignored”, said Bilney.

The policies of successive Australian governments and the cor-
porations that they have promoted and protected have directly
caused what the Howard government termed an “arc of instability”
to Australia’s north and the impoverishment of the people. It is
sufficient to recall the devastation caused by the BHP at Ok Tedi
(PNG) and Rio Tinto when it eloited the Panguna copper mine on
Bougainville.

Now, with the Solomons facing similar economic and political
crises, the Australian government is looking to the construction
of military facilities as part of the US policing of the Pacific in
the face of China’s rising profile in the area as a viable and fair
trade partner.

On the other hand, occupation and neo-colonialist diktat is the
agenda of the Morrison government in service to big power master,
the USA. Its plans are not limited to the Solomons. They include
Papua New Guinea, Bougainville, East Timor and elsewhere if
“deemed necessary”.
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US President Trump says he’s willing to have discussions with the
leaders of Iran over its tense relationship with the US, but only
if Iran behaves “like a normal nation”. Now there’s a laugh! The
US continually threatens, bullies, invades or conducts military
or trade wars with countries that oppose its imperial ambitions
— that’s its definition of normal behaviour. Trump is visiting the
UK this week, and in a blatant demonstration of interference in
UK affairs he’s backing Boris Johnson as the new British PM.
One very dangerous buffoon backs another! We’ve got a third
one in Canberra, and we’ll be following the machinations of all
three, but we need Press Fund contributions, so please send in
something for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks
to this week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G, Dittura $10, B Moran $100, “Round Figure” $10,
“Sparky” $10

This week’s total: $130 Progressive total: $2,650
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Unity, Commiiment

and Victory

Vinnie Molina

The recent May Day celebrations in Cuba were led
by workers carrying enormous banners with the
slogan “Unity, Commitment and Victory” again reaf-
firming the commitment to the revolution.

A million Cuban workers and their families marched
in Havana demanding respect for their sovereignty and
the end of the US blockade on Cuba.

They loudly condemned Trump’s decision to imple-
ment the Helms-Burton Act Title III which strengthens
the blockade and implements its extra territoriality. Title
IIT allows demands for properties expropriated by the
revolution to be heard in US Courts.

The Cuban revolution carried out two types of con-
fiscations. Some properties were confiscated by the
revolution from members of the Batista regime and its
supporters. Those properties didn’t have any compensa-
tion as the dictatorship had benefited from the exploi-
tation of Cuban workers and people in general. Other
expropriations particularly during the agrarian reform
received compensation.

The strengthening of the blockade by the Trump
Administration further reduces the remittances Cuban
Americans can send to their families in Cuba. It prohibits

American citizens, who don’t have relatives in Cuba,
from travelling there unless it’s for the purposes of cul-
tural or education exchange. The latter also restricts the
participation of Cuban scientists, sportspeople or artists
with their US counterparts.

The Cuban people who were already feeling the
inhumane effects of the US government obsession with
Cuba have now to bear the brunt of even heavier restric-
tions on food and other supplies. The blockade further
intensifies with the US attacks on the Bolivarian revolu-
tion in Venezuela. The message is clear: Trump doesn’t
like socialism and has complete disregard for the self-
determination of the peoples. US imperialism re-imple-
ments the Monroe Doctrine, considering Latin America
as its back yard.

Cuba has for 60 years demonstrated that its unity and
commitment will take them to victory. The US appears
to ignore the defeat suffered 58 years ago at Bay of Pigs.

The second of each month is being marked as the
international day of action against the Helms-Burton Act
and the blockade on Cuba.

The CPA calls on all good-hearted people and the
solidarity movement to stand against the Helms-Burton
Act and defend the sovereignty and self-determination of
the peoples. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

If wars can be started by lies, peace can be started by truth.

J)

Julian Assange

Sydney Vigil

STOP
USA BLOCKADE

\x ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm Monday June 17
Outside the USA Consulate Office — Sydney Martin Place

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

weh www.cpa.org.au

emal cpa@cpa.org.au
phone 02 9699 8844
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The Great Australian Bight is in the sights of Norwegian oil
giant Equinor, which plans to drill for oil there.

Despite facing opposition to its controversial plans at its recent
annual general meeting in Stavanger, Norway, the company wants
to search for oil off the coast of South Australia by the end of 2020,
but needs approval from the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and
Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) to begin.

Both Australians and Norwegians attended the meeting and
posed questions to Equinor executives.

Mirning Elder and whale song man Bunna Lawrie addressed the
meeting as part of the Great Australian Bight Alliance delegation.

“I am a whale songman, an Elder, a protector of the ocean and
a keeper and custodian of the whale people in the Great Australian
Bight,” Lawrie said. “Consultation is very important to us but
Equinor did not come to me and the Elders, the traditional owners of
that country, the people of the whale, the keepers of the whale and
that’s been very disrespectful to us. None of those people came to
talk to us about our country and we are hurt by it ... There will be no
oil company allowed to drill for oil in the Great Australian Bight, we
will not allow it.”

Wilderness Society climate campaigner Jess Lerch said Equinor’s
plan to drill the Stromlo well in the Bight is one of Australia’s most
controversial development projects.

“Seventeen local governments have passed motions raising
serious concerns and oppositions to Equinor’s exploration drilling
plans,” Lerch said.

“In July last year, the Port Lincoln Times reported that Equinor
made the following statement in relation to its exploration plans in
the Bight: ‘If we are not wanted here, we will not push through resist-
ance’. Can I please ask the board, does that statement accurately
reflect the company’s current position in relation to this project?”

Lerch said she was disappointed Equinor chief executive Eldar
Saetre addressed the question with a general statement about con-
sulting broadly.

Wilderness Society South Australia director Peter Owen said
over 85 percent of the animal and plants that are found in the Bight
are found nowhere else on earth.

“An accident here would be an extinction event,” he said.
“Equinor has so much potential to be a leader with renewable energy
solutions. We must stop the expansion of fossil fuels if we’re going to
have any chance of providing our children with a liveable climate.”

The majority owner of Equinor, the Norwegian government,
voted down a motion at the AGM demanding Equinor cease all oil
exploration in sensitive frontier areas such as the Bight. The resolu-
tion was backed by a wide array of Australian and Norwegian organi-
sations including traditional owners.

Streaky Bay fisherman and ex-pro surfer Heath Joske told the
meeting “the fishermen of South Australia are extremely concerned
... Surfers from all over Australia are extremely concerned. They
have banded together in a way that we have never seen worldwide.

“Not only does a spill threaten our identity but the implications
of the project proceeding do too,” Joske said. “We cannot afford to
open a frontier field and continue to mindlessly abuse oil for many
decades to come. Our oceans and planet can simply not sustain that
pressure and abuse.”

The Bight Alliance delegation, which also included Australasian
Centre for Corporate Responsibility executive director Brynn
O’Brien, has had extensive meetings in Norway with Equinor execu-
tives, senior officials from the Norwegian Ministry of Petroleum and
Energy, political parties including the Greens, Socialists and Labour,
and Norway’s Indigenous Sami people.
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WEFTU solidarity statement with the Fast Food Workers in Australia

The World Federation of Trade
Unions, representing more than
95 million workers in 130 coun-
tries, observes and follows with
concern the developments in the
food industry of Australia and
especially in the fast food sector.
The fast-food restaurant brands,
including some of the biggest and
more profitable fast-food mul-
tinational chains, were denying
for weeks the reasonable and fair
demands of the fast-food workers

regarding their earnings and their
working conditions.

The International class-oriented
trade union movement salutes the
militant response of the fast-food
workers, who refused to give in to
the employers’ pressures to accept
an unfair agreement. The rejection
of the unacceptable employers’ offer
is a dignified response of the work-
ers, against the profiteering efforts
of fast-food restaurant brands to
trap them in a deadlocked process in

order to reduce their demands.

We express our solidarity to
the strikes and the protests which
were organised during the last days
and we call on the workers to con-
tinue their struggles for the cover-
ing of their contemporary needs and
demands. The international class-ori-
ented trade union movement assures
the working class of Australia that it
can always rely on the support and
solidarity of the WFTU.

The Secrefariat &

Support The Guardian by donating to Press Fund
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svicide attempts in PNG

There have been two more cases, one of attempted suicide and one
of serious self-harm, involving refugees in Port Moresby overnight.

In the early hours of Monday morning (June 3), one 30-year-old
Somali refugee attempted to hang himself off the balcony of the Granville
Motel, while a 31-year-old Iranian refugee has badly self-harmed. Both
have been taken to the Pacific International Hospital. Their condition is

not known.

(Around 50 refugees are housed under guard in Granville Motel while
they wait for medical treatment at the Pacific International Hospital. Many
have been waiting for months without treatment.)

This brings the total number of attempted suicides and incidents of
self-harm on Manus and in Port Moresby to well over 30 since the federal

election on May 18.

Two people who attempted suicide on Manus were transferred from
Manus to Port Moresby last week. Meanwhile the local Lorengau hospital
on Manus Island has sent all suicide and self-harm victims back to their
respective refugee compounds because they needed the beds for local
patients. Two suicidal guys are in Shamrock compound.

There is no care or supervision in either the refugee camps or
Shamrock (a low-level security compound), where one refugee attempted

to hang himself last week.

“The situation on Manus continues to spiral downwards,”
Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee Action Coalition. “Yet the govern-
ment has no resettlement plan for those illegally held on Manus for almost

six years.

“The Australian government continues to persecute people that have
been found to be owed international protection. Only 40 people have
been transferred from Manus and Nauru for medical treatment since the
Medevac Bill became law in February. There is an urgent need for the
medical transfer of all those who are at risk on Manus and Nauru.” &
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Airport workers’ action for better, safer jobs

Workers at Cairns airport are
demanding the same rate for
doing the same job; secure work
with regular hours; safety and
security as a number one priority,
rather than a focus on engaging
work to be carried out for the
lowest cost possible.

Their protest came as work-
ers and the Transport Workers’
Union served a claim of demands
on Brisbane Airport. A protest also
took place at Sydney Airport’s

annual general meeting last week,
with meetings planned with
Melbourne, Perth and Adelaide air-
ports to deliver the demands.

The claim is part of the plan
announced by the TWU for wide-
spread industrial action next year
as 200 enterprise agreements cov-
ering 38,000 transport workers
expire. The aim of the industrial
action and the claim is to ensure
accountability among powerful,
wealthy companies at the top of the

Fix the crisis in
aged care

The Australian Nursing and
Midwifery Federation (ANMF)
has urged Richard Colbeck, the
new Minister for Aged Care and
Senior Australians, not to wait
until the Royal Commission is
over to start fixing the crisis in
aged care.

ANMF federal secretary Annie
Butler says unless the minister
addresses chronic understaffing as a
matter of urgency, older Australians
will continue to suffer in nursing
homes.

According to the ANMF, key
reforms for the under-resourced
sector must include:

» Mandated safe staffing levels and

skill mixes;

Guaranteed transparency and

accountability of taxpayer funding

provided to the aged care sector to

ensure that funding is tied to care

provision;

» Improved wages for nurses and
care-workers in aged care.

“These reforms will certainly
provide the framework for a safe,
quality aged care system,” Butler
said.

“The new Minister cannot ignore
the feedback about understaffing
from our members working in aged

care, or the residents and their fam-
ilies who have already provided
their harrowing stories of abuse and
neglect to the Royal Commission. He
must act now.”

Butler said the Health Minister
Greg Hunt was now in a posi-
tion over the term of government
to better recognise and utilise the
nursing and midwifery workforces
to improve health outcomes for all
Australians.

“Nurses and midwives must be
allowed to work to their full scope of
practice,” Butler explained.

“By working as the primary
carer, or as part of a team, they can
provide quality, cost-effective com-
prehensive health care across the
community.

“Nurses and midwives have the
ability to provide quality care across
many parts of the community where
essential health care services aren’t
currently available, particularly in
rural and remote parts of the country.

“It’s important that we empower
nurses and midwives to play a centre
role in primary care and provide
them with the necessary support to
maximise their skills and training in
order to strengthen Australia’s suc-
cessful universal health system.” &

transport supply chain, including
airports.

“The Cairns airport protest
today is what people can expect
from transport workers over the
coming year,” said TWU national
secretary Michael Kaine. “We will
protest and take industrial action to
ensure that the race to the bottom in
transport ends.

“Airport workers are struggling
on part-time work, some on as few
as 15 hours a week, and appall-
ing conditions which see work-
ers forced to sleep at the airports
between gruelling split shifts.

“These conditions impact on
safety and security because of the
high turnover rate and chronic
fatigue. We are demanding that
Cairns and other airports share their
huge profits and take accountability
for the conditions workers endure,”
said Kaine.

North Queensland Airports,
which includes Cairns airport,
recorded over $140 million rev-
enue and almost $50 million net
profit after tax in the year to June
30, 2017. The state government sold
Cairns airport for $530 million and
it is now valued at $1.38billion.

Australia’s four major airports,
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and
Perth, made over $2.2 billion in
profit last year.

“Airport workers have come
together and are determined to
make their jobs better. We want an
end to the situation where groups of
workers at every part of the airport,
whether on the tarmac or on aircraft,
are working on vastly different rates
and conditions. We want decent
jobs which means we don’t have to
constantly struggle,” said an airport
worker attending the protest.

The TWU has for several years

highlighted appalling conditions for
airport workers. Ground handling
company Aeorcare Swissport has
been exposed over workers forced
to sleep at the airports because of
low rates and split shifts which see
workers forced to stay at the airport
for over 15 hours a day while being
paid for just six hours.

“Aerocare Swissport is a per-
fect example of why this claim is
necessary: years after the degrading
conditions were revealed and the
rates and split shifts were thrown
out by the courts, the company has
changed not one thing about its
business model.

“Its workers are still suffer-
ing because of low pay and poor
conditions. Airports are profit-
ing from exploitation at compa-
nies like Aerocare Swissport and
we are determined to hold them to
account,” said Kaine. &

No mandate for
regressive IR agenda

The Australian Council of Trade
Unions says the Morrison govern-
ment’s narrow re-election means
it has no mandate for a regressive
IR agenda. The Change the Rules
campaign will continue until
working people get a fair go. We
will campaign as long as it takes.

The ACTU notes Scott Morrison
refused to outline an alternative
vision for Australian workers and
can claim no mandate to continue
down the path of reducing working
people’s rights nor can he claim a
mandate to further erode workers’
living standards.

Millions voted for better laws
for working people and the incoming
government must take those views
into account and the union move-
ment will work every day, starting
immediately, to hold the government

to account and to advocate for
urgently needed rights for working
people.

“The re-election the Morrison
Government gives them no mandate
whatsoever to further pursue an anti-
worker agenda,” said ACTU secre-
tary Sally McManus.

“Morrison’s silence, despite
repeated requests, on industrial rela-
tions policy means he has no man-
date to undermine worker’s rights,
pay or job security.

“This election shows how much
the rich and powerful will invest,
and how far they will go, to main-
tain a system that benefits them at
the expense of the vast majority of
Australians.

“Our response will be to re-dou-
ble our efforts until we win change.

“I thank every union member

and volunteer who has been party of
the fight so far to make Australia a
fairer place.

“The election of the Morrison
government doesn’t change the fact
that we have the highest level of
inequality in 70 years and that more
Australians are in insecure work than
ever before.

“To the millions who voted to
change the government we will
continue to fight for better rules for
working people.

“Our aim is to turn around 30
years of damaging trickle-down eco-
nomics. We have built an incredible
amount of momentum in a short time
and we will only grow stronger. Our
campaign will continue until we turn
around inequality in our country and
we have a fair go for all.” &
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The rich get richer ...

Anna Pha

In an ironic piece of timing, last week the
Australian Financial Review published its
annual Rich List of Australia’s wealthiest
people and the Fair Work Commission
(FWC) handed down the findings of its
Minimum Wage Review. They told two
quite different stories but are not uncon-
nected. The combined wealth of the richest
200 Australian individuals and families
rose by $59.1 billion over the past year to
reach a whopping $341.8 billion. This is in
sharp contrast to the miserly $21.60 per
week (51.3 cents per hour) increase to the
national minimum wage rate handed down
by the Fair Work Commission.

The Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU) had submitted a case for a “Living
Wage” to be phased in over two years — six
percent in the first year and 5.5 percent in the
second. This equates to a $43.15 per week
increase and approximately a $42 per week
respectively. The FWC settled on three percent,
which was followed by the usual hollow claims
by employers that it would put them all out of
business and cost jobs.

Around 2.3 million, around one in five,
low-paid workers attempt to survive on mini-
mum award wages — the lowest wage that they
may legally be paid. These workers include
cleaners, retail and hospitality staff, early
childhood education workers, farm labour-
ers, and some factory workers. They include
large numbers of women and part-time or
casual workers employed in the private sector
in lower-skilled jobs. For these workers, the
minimum wage case is their only chance of a
pay rise each year.

The actual figure of low-paid workers
is far larger than this. There are many more
who are paid below the legal rate — the vic-
tims of wage underpayment which is rife.
Wage theft is fast becoming the model for
business, as they underpay workers and
fail to meet mandatory superannuation
requirements. According to Industry Super
Australia, a third of eligible workers are
being underpaid their superannuation which
is a part of their wage.

That is an estimated underpayment total-
ling $3.6 billion. According to ACOSS
(Australian Council of Social Services), one in
eight adults and more than one in six children
are living in poverty. This is an absolute dis-
grace, Australia is one of the richest countries
in the world. The FWC’s decision is hardly
going to alleviate the situation. (2018 Poverty
Report)

“The relative living standards of workers
reliant on minimum and award wages have
declined for over 30 years, yielding a far more

unequal society in which the top quintile now
accrues nearly half of gross income. Wages dis-
parity has widened across the distribution and
compared with the minimum wage, over the
last 22 years.

“Weak wage growth in the last three years
has delivered the biggest fall in living stand-
ards for more than 30 years, with more than a
million people now forced to work more than
one job,” the ACTU said in its submission to
the FWC review.

Little is being done to enforce legal mini-
mum payments. The newly re-elected Morrison
Coalition government is not interested in inter-
fering in the profit-generation of its mates.
Instead it is hell-bent on destroying the one
force capable of protecting workers’ entitle-
ments and winning real wage rises — the trade
union movement. The government is prepar-
ing to launch even harsher union-bashing leg-
islation. The notorious Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC) is stepping
up its attacks on the construction unions and
lining up trade union officials and workers to
appear in court.

At the same time the government plans to
make regressive income taxes that will ben-
efit the wealthy and corporate sector. The proc-
ess of winding back social security payments

is set to continue. The income and wealth
gap is set to widen even further as more and
more people, both in work and out of work,
are thrown into poverty or on the scrap heap,
unwanted by capitalism. The decline in house-
hold income amongst those living in poverty is
set to continue.

The FWC’s Expert Panel said: “We accept,
as we have in previous Review decisions,
that if the low paid are forced to live in pov-
erty then their needs are not being met. We
also accept that those in full-time employment
can reasonably expect a standard of living
that exceeds poverty levels.” But its misera-
ble increase in the minimum wage contradicts
these sentiments.

“We have decided to award a lower
increase this year than that awarded last year
having regard to the changes in the economic
environment (in particular the recent fall in
GDP growth and the drop in inflation) and the
tax-transfer changes which have taken effect in
the current Review period and which have pro-
vided a benefit to low-paid households.”

“As the Panel has observed in the past,
‘increases in minimum wages are a blunt
instrument for addressing the needs of the low
paid ... [and] the tax-transfer system can pro-
vide more targeted assistance to low-income
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households and is a more efficient means of
addressing poverty’.”

In other words, any potential benefits for
the low paid from tax reforms are to be treated
as a wage subsidy for businesses. It counters
the benefits that should have been realised from
a wage rise.

If workers are to get real wage rises, and
restore wages to their previous levels, then it
will take a huge, united struggle on the ground.
It cannot be left to economic arguments inside
the Commission. The struggle outside, on the
ground is what will determine real progress.
The CPA is calling for the right to strike and
for the right to pattern bargaining where trade
unions can bargain and take action in sup-
port of agreements across workplaces instead
of each agreement being confined to within
an enterprise. The ABCC and Fair Work Act
needs to be jettisoned and be replaced by legis-
lation which recognises trade union and work-
ers’ rights.

The rich will continue to get richer off the
backs of the workers and the FWC’s decision
will contribute to that process. It is no coinci-
dence that the construction sector — where the
ABCC mainly operates — has played a signifi-
cant role in the rising fortunes of those on the
Rich List of 2019. &

Taking Issve — Eileen Whitehead
A lesser evil?

Now that the dust has settled on
the election, perhaps it’s a good
time to analyse the ACTU’s
Change the Rules campaign?
Personally, I felt I was being told
to vote for Labor unreservedly
and, although I agreed that it was
obvious the workers would never
be given a fair deal from the LNP,
I wasn’t too happy — on past expe-
rience — with the actions of Labor
governments.

It seemed like voting for a
lesser evil.

So what does this say about the
present two-party system where
the two parties seem to share the
same bed? It says a lot about what
is called “democracy” in this coun-
try or, in fact, the world. We are not
voting for politicians that represent
the citizens, because under the capi-
talist system, they are representing
the corporations, who are ruling a
globalised, commercial world.

Could neither party place cli-
mate change at the centre of its plat-
form because the fossil fuel fascists
would not allow it? It would appear
to be the case when considering the
millions of dollars that Clive Palmer
threw around.

Do we know how many mil-
lions went into the Liberal’s war
chest from the vested interests of
the corporations? The citizens of
Australia will remain ignorant of
such facts (of any facts) while the
likes of Rupert Murdoch are in
charge of media outlets.

Facts are kept particularly
“fuzzy” on the subject of climate
change. Scientists are predicting
that, within ten years, we will expe-
rience “disruption to basic func-
tions” — that’s science-speak for loss
of crops and drinking water, leading
to starvation, disease, civil conflict
and war in large parts of the world.

So it’s obvious that it’s not

“business as usual” and that the
reformist approach of sustain-
able development — which is to be
applauded — and corporate sustain-
ability — which can’t be afforded

— are now redundant. There is not
enough time.

But where do we read about
this? Certainly not in the Murdoch
rags which are only concerned
with how much profit the global
banks and corporations are making.
Perhaps they don’t want to frighten
the horses?

If people knew that at the
moment we are trying to walk up
a landslide that is going to over-
whelm us, perhaps heads might be
pulled out of the sand and people
might start making demands of their
political representatives — violent
demands, most like.

If humankind is to survive, it’s
not the rules that need changing, the
whole bloody system has to go. &
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The Adani Files

A short history of corruption, destruction and criminal activities

The following report is a summary of mining giant
Adani’s track record, based on research into hundreds
of court documents by Environmental Justice Australia
and Earthjustice and other publicly available evidence.

Adani

Adani is an Indian mining and energy company seeking to
build the world’s biggest new coal mine in central Queensland’s
Galilee Basin — the Carmichael mine.

Adani’s Carmichael coal mine has become notorious for its
sheer scale and for the damage it will cause to the Great Barrier
Reef, to vast quantities of groundwater, to the world’s climate,
and to threatened species.

But the project’s proponent is also fast becoming one of the
most controversial companies in the world.

Adani has a documented history of corruption, bribery, and
human rights abuses across the world. It is facing further crimi-
nal investigations for alleged involvement in multi-billion dollar
fraud in India.

Despite Adani’s appalling track record, the mine’s unpop-
ularity and its enormous environmental and social impacts,
Queensland’s state and Australia’s federal government continue
to support the Adani project.

Malcolm Turnbull’s federal government was prepared to
give Adani a $1 billion taxpayer-subsidised loan to build a rail
line from the mine site to the associated coal port, Abbot Point.
Polling shows 74.4 percent of Australians oppose public money
being used in this way.

This report brings together new and previously documented
evidence that shows Adani are, at their core, a dangerous, crim-
inal organisation, pushing one of the most environmentally
destructive projects in Australian history.

Adani’s corporate structure is deliberately convoluted

and opaque. There are 26 Adani subsidiaries registered in
Australia, 13 of which are ultimately owned through the
Cayman Islands. Many of the incidents, criminal charges
and allegations outlined in this report involve various Adani
subsidiaries. For this report, we’ll refer to them all simply as
Adani.

If you are interested in finding out more about which par-
ticular Adani entity is culpable for, or stands accused of, the
various crimes detailed in this report, please visit Environmental
Justice Australia and follow the link to reports for a detailed
legal research briefing.

Environmental destruction and
abuse of local communities

Adani’s sunken coal ship devastates tourism,
beaches and marine life

In 2011, an unseaworthy Adani coal ship sank off the coast
of Mumbai, causing a massive oil spill and spilling 60,054
metric tonnes of coal into the ocean. Adani did nothing to clean
up the mess for five years, as the spill destroyed mangroves, pol-
luted beaches, and causing serious damage to the local marine
environment and Mumbai’s tourism industry.

In 2016 Adani and others were found liable for the spill
and for failing to clean it up, and were fined the equivalent of
AU$975,000.

The consignment of 60,054 MT of coal has caused marine
pollution and continues to be a cause and concern for
environmental pollution. The Respondents are defaulting
entities which have not complied with law and have adopted a
most careless and reckless attitude in relation to protecting the
marine environment.
Key finding of the
National Green Tribunal’s judgement.

RISKS FOR AUSTRALIA

With this record of complete disregard for marine pro-
tection, Adani’s plan to ship 60 million tonnes of coal
through the fragile Great Barrier Reef World Heritage
area every year is of serious concern. Especially given
the current lack of an emergency response plan for
coal ship groundings, as demonstrated by the Shen
Neng 1 coal ship, which has still not been cleaned up
six years later.

Adani break the law
to destroy environment in Mundra

Irreversible and irreparable damage has been done to the area
around the Adani Port and it is difficult to monitor the extent
of the damage today. The mangroves have been destroyed and
it has created an environmental disaster. The fisher-folk and

common people affected by this degradation cannot fight such
a big company.

Mabhesh Pandya,

an Ahmedabad-based environmentalist.

In the coastal town of Mundra in India, Adani operates one
of the world’s largest coal-fired power plants. Investigations of
the Mundra project by Indian officials, independent committees
and documentary film crews reveal a record of environmental
destruction, harm to local communities, and a failure to comply
with environmental regulations and development permits.

Adani illegally cleared 75 hectares of protected mangroves,
flattened sand dunes, dredged the ocean, and blocked water-
ways. These activities created a diminished and diseased fish
population, turned the groundwater saline, and flooded a village.

The outcome for the local villagers was catastrophic.
Having traditionally relied on fishing and farming to survive,
they are now left with barren land and oceans — their fish stocks
decimated.

Villagers reported Adani using bribery and intimidation to
silence anyone who tried to challenge them.

RISKS FOR AUSTRALIA

The destruction in Mundra, and Adani’s flagrant viola-
tion of environmental law, stands as a stark warning of
what Australia could face if we allow Adani to operate
through the Great Barrier Reef and drain 12b litres of
groundwater every year.

Adani’s Australian CEO oversaw Zambian
pollution disaster, then hid it from Australian
authorities

In 2010, Adani’s Australian CEO — Jeyakumar Janakaraj* —
was Director of Operations at Konkola Copper Mines (‘KCM’)
in Zambia. He was “responsible for overall operations” when
the company caused a major pollution disaster that poisoned
the Kafue River — the lifeblood for much of Zambia’s people.

KCM discharged ‘pregnant liquor solution’ — highly acidic,
metal-laden water generated from leaching in copper mining —
into the river, which caused the river to change colour. Villagers
who used to rely on the river for cooking, cleaning and bathing
now say that, because of the pollution, people have become
sick and died, the soil is barren, and the water smells foul and is
orange-coloured. 1,800 Zambian villagers have filed a lawsuit
against KCM to recover damages.

In November 2010, the Government of Zambia brought a
successful criminal prosecution against KCM for this pollu-
tion and the harm it caused. Adani failed to disclose this inci-
dent when applying for approvals for the Carmichael mine, as
required under Australian law.

I used to grow cabbages, potatoes, tomatoes and bananas,
but now, there’s no future here, only poverty and suffering
because this land is damaged and spoilt.

Leo Mulenga, an affected farmer.

RISKS FOR AUSTRALIA

Mining in the Galilee Basin will have a significant
impact on the Carmichael and Belyando rivers, and the
Great Artesian Basin — the sole water source for towns
and farms across almost a quarter of Australia. Adani’s
plans to drain 297 billion litres of groundwater over

the lifetime of the Carmichael mine will have long-term
impacts on aquifers and presents a huge risk to farm-
ers and other people who rely on that water to survive.

Adani deprive 80 families of access to their
fishing grounds at Hazira Port

Adani had no approval to begin work at their Hazira Port
when they started illegally wiping out mangroves and claiming
land. They blocked access to traditional fishing areas for 80 fish-
ing families from the village of Hajira. Further, they destroyed
mangroves and allegedly destroyed the habitat of a critically
endangered bird species.

In January 2016 Adani was ordered to pay $4.8 million
AUD for compensation and restoration and had their environ-
mental approval revoked.

Threats and police intimidation in land grab

Media reports from India reveal Adani is using police intim-
idation, bribery and threats to dispossess people of their land in
Jharkhand — where the company want to build two power plants.

Villagers and government officials say the Jharkhand
Government has deliberately undervalued local villagers’ land
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to allow Adani to acquire the land at a fraction of the land’s real
value. One legislator raised the issue in state assembly, contend-
ing landowners are expected to receive about one tenth of the
value of their land.

Community meetings on the sale of the land have been sur-
rounded by a heavy-handed, intimidating police presence.

Crime and corruption

Bribery and illegal exports

Adani engaged in broad-ranging bribery to conceal the
illegal export of 7.7 million tonnes of iron ore. In 2011, the
Ombudsman of the Indian state of Karnataka investigated the
corruption, and discovered a staggering scale of bribery.

Adani had bribed:
the police,
local politicians,
customs officials,
the State Pollution Control Board,
* the Port Department,
* the Weight and Measurement Department,
in return for facilitating and hiding their illegal exports.

Also, Adani routinely accepted iron ore from traders who
were not permitted to supply the ore. The Ombudsman con-
cluded that this scam, in which Adani was a major player,
resulted in the illegal export of around 7.7 million tonnes of ore
between 2006 to 2010.

“Black money”

Like big power companies in Australia, Adani are perfectly
happy to screw their customers to inflate their profits. They lied
about the cost of imported coal and equipment in order to evade
tax and trick regulators into letting them charge Indian con-
sumers much higher prices for their coal-fired power. Their gas
supply arm was also found guilty of abusing its market power
to overcharge its customers. Adani even colluded with a state
power company to drive up prices in the midst of a power short-
age crisis.

Six Adani Group companies are under investigation for
lying about the quality and, hence value, of coal imported from
Indonesia, allowing them to get away with charging higher
prices, demanding public handouts, and driving up costs for
Indian electricity customers. There is solid evidence that they’ve
already ripped off their customers to the tune of over $200 mil-
lion AUD.

Adani is also under investigation for a billion-dollar fraud,
exaggerating the value of equipment imports into India by over
60 percent. Adani allegedly used an offshore holding com-
pany in Mauritius to siphon off much of the extra money from
inflated invoices.

The Mauritius holding company is managed by Vinod
Shantilal Adani, the older brother of Gautam Adani, and
Chairman of the Adani group. Vinod is the sole director of a
number of Singapore companies that own Adani subsidiaries in
Australia. These companies are ultimately owned by a company
registered in the Cayman Islands.

Evidence gathered suggests that the total value declared for
the goods imported was Rs 9,048.8 crore ($1.7 billion AUD)
whereas the actual value was Rs 3,580.8 crore; a difference
of Rs 5,468 crore which has been siphoned off ($1.07 billion
AUD)

Mate’s rates -
undue benefit from political connections

Adani chairman Gautam Adani and Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are old friends. Modi even travelled in an
Adani-branded private jet during his election campaign. And it
turns out Adani isn’t afraid of calling in favours.

While Modi was Chief Minister of Gujarat, Adani acquired
vast swathes of land from farmers and locals in Mundra at a
fraction of market value. It left locals across 14 villages dispos-
sessed, and Adani clear to start construction.

Media reports revealed that the government sold 14,305
acres of land at Mundra to Adani at between 1 and 32 rupees
per square metre (between 3 and 60 cents AUD), far less than
offered to companies doing comparable projects.

Further, the Comptroller and Auditor General of India found
that two pieces of forest land (1,840 hectare and 168.42 hectare)
had been incorrectly classified, resulting in yet another undue
benefit to Adani.

Price-gouging energy customers during
power shortages

In 2013, the people of Gujarat were suffering from power
shortages. At the same time, Adani was colluding with the local
power authority to gouge prices and rip people off by providing
short-term power at extremely high prices.

Adani’s competitors lined up to supply the people of Gujarat
cheaper, long-term electricity but their tenders were blocked
by the power authority. This resulted in massive price-hikes
and ensured the only energy available was the highly expen-
sive, short-term supply provided by Adani. Adani’s competitors
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subsequently brought litigation against the power authority for
the price-gouging.

In 2014, Adani was found guilty of using its dominant
market position to impose unfair conditions on gas customers.
They were ordered to change their gas supply contracts and pay
$4.8 million AUD.

IMPLICATIONS FOR AUSTRALIA

Adani has run a long and fallacious campaign claim-
ing the Carmichael mine will bring people out of energy
poverty. This argument has been debunked by eve-
ryone from expert analysts to India’s own Energy
Minister, who point out that solar power is already
cheaper than imported coal, especially for the many
low-income Indians who are still off the grid. But even
if the argument were true, Adani’s track-record of price-
gouging shows that it cannot be trusted to provide
affordable power to Indian citizens.

Adani accused of deliberately ripping off
taxpayers and laundering money while
trading in cut and polished diamonds and
gold jewellery

A special investigative unit of the Indian tax department (the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence) spent over a decade inves-
tigating Adani for laundering money and dodging $195 million
AUD in taxes.

One of the more audacious alleged attempts to dodge taxes
and hide the proceeds involved the trade of rough-cut diamonds
and gold jewellery. Adani appears to have set up a complex web
of front companies specifically to fleece Indian taxpayers by
misusing various government export incentive schemes. Adani
then attempted to hide its illicit profits by storing imported dia-
monds in a bond, then re-exporting them at artificially inflated
prices.

The overwhelming weight of evidence collected by the
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence was upheld in a civil court
case, although it was later dismissed when the department actu-
ally tried to make Adani pay the money back.

... it was pernicious and blatant misuse of the provisions of
the Scheme .... This Court ... cannot come to the aid of such
petitioners/exporters who, without making actual exports,
play with the provisions of the Scheme and try to take undue
advantage thereof.

A dodgy setup for dodging
taxes

The ownership structure of the proposed Galilee project,

the Carmichael project, is totally opaque ... The fact that the
Northern Australia Infrastructure Fund Senator can’t actually
answer who is the proponent — a basic question — means he
shouldn’t be offering a billion dollar taxpayer subsidy to an
unknown proponent in tax havens. There’s no way you can do
proper due diligence on that corporate structure.

Tim Buckley, Institute for
Energy Economics and Financial Analysis

Adani’s Australian assets
lead to tax havens

The Carmichael rail line that Adani are seeking a $1 billion
taxpayer loan for, is ultimately owned by an Adani entity oper-
ating out of the Cayman Islands, a notorious tax haven. This
presents a clear risk that public money will be siphoned offshore
with no returns for the Australian taxpayer.

The ownership of the Abbot Point coal port is so shrouded
in deception and confusion that it remains unclear who actu-
ally owns it.

There are massive discrepancies between what Adani says
in India and what it says in Australia about the ownership struc-
ture of Abbot Point. But one thing is clear — Adani is lying to
someone.

Accounts lodged in India have removed Abbot Point from
a publicly listed Adani company and attributed ownership of
the coal port to a private Singapore company, ultimately owned
by an Adani family entity in the Cayman Islands. However,
Australian financial accounts suggest the listed Indian company
retains ownership of Abbot Point.
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The absence of correct information about the ownership of
Abbot Point may amount to misleading or deceptive conduct.

Dodgy financial statements

Adani’s most recent financial report lodged with ASIC did
not disclose its immediate parent company and provided no
detail about the actual or potential transfer of the ownership or
control of Abbot Point from an Indian based Adani entity to one
based in Singapore (also a known tax haven).

RISKS FOR AUSTRALIA

Adani are tax dodgers. In 2014-15 Adani paid no tax
on $350 million revenue in Australia.

Adani’s opaque corporate structure poses another
unacceptable risk to investors. If Abbot Point is ulti-
mately owned via Cayman Island entities, it could allow
Adani to squirrel away any potential profits into tax
havens, meaning Australia would have allowed Adani
to dredge in the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage
Area, for literally nothing.

Senator Matt Canavan (Resources Minister) could not
even say which Adani entity Australian taxpayers’ mon-
ey would be going to, but he was still prepared to give
Adani a $1 billion taxpayer-subsidised loan.

Adani has previously talked up the potential taxes and
royalties governments could get from the Carmichael

mine, but companies keen on paying their taxes don’t
register themselves in the Cayman islands.

Deaths, illness and exploitation
at Adani worksites

Exploiting workers

An explosive Fairfax Media investigation uncovered reports
of serious exploitation of Adani’s workforce, including the use
of child labour and underpaid workers, during construction of a
luxury housing project in Gujarat.

Labourers were forced to live in makeshift houses with dirt
floors, no running water, and no toilets. The sanitary conditions
were so dismal that workers suffered several outbreaks of chol-
era from contaminated drinking water.

Adani’s workers were underpaid and overworked. Almost
a quarter were paid less than the minimum wage of $4 a day,
and some were not paid at all — Adani forcing them to wait for
months to get paid, while they lived on a pathetic $9 a week
“food allowance”.

A 12-year-old boy said he was paid about $2.60 a day to
carry water to the labourers for 12 hours a day, six days a week.

Adani avoided complying with state and federal laws by
outsourcing their labour to multiple subcontractors.

Carmichael
Rail Project

Carmichael
Mine Project

Terminal 1
[existing)

Source: Energy and Resource Insights

Deaths in power plants

In 2016 a hot water pipeline burst at Adani’s coal fired
power plant in Mundra, burning 21 workers, seven of whom
later died as a result of their injuries.

There have been several reports of accidents and deaths at
another Adani power plant in Tirora which suggest the safety
standards are very lax. In September 2014 a worker was killed
in a blast, and just a few months later another worker was killed
after a structure collapsed while air-conditioning units were
being installed.

In 2012 another labourer was killed and two others critically
injured after being trapped under falling pipes.

RISKS FOR AUSTRALIA

Adani clearly has a corporate culture that shows no
regard for worker safety. Work safety standards at
coal mines in Australia also clearly aren’t high enough,
as evidenced by the current outbreak of black lung
amongst coal workers in Queensland.

Conclusion

This isn’t a company that just has a chequered past, or a
slightly blemished record. This is a company which has proven
itself corrupt, destructive and deceitful to its core.

It has no regard for its own workers or the law, much less
the environment or the local communities it works in. It oper-
ates with a vicious mentality where human or environmental
damage are par for the course.

The agreements and commitments it makes appear worth-
less. This is a company that doesn’t hesitate breaking the law,
contract conditions or moral boundaries in its reckless pursuit
of profit.

Adani’s proven track record of environmental destruction,
human rights abuses, corruption and illegal dealings should
sound a stern warning for any government looking to do busi-
ness with Adani.

And with an open cut coal mine that risks precious ground-
water, the habitat of endangered species and the World Heritage
Great Barrier Reef, working with Adani would defy all learning
and semblance of good judgement.

Adani’s shocking track record shows it can’t be trusted
with fragile natural wonders like the Great Barrier Reef.
And its history of corruption and tax evasion, as well as
its ongoing criminal investigations, means it definitely
shouldn’t be the recipient of a $1 billion taxpayer handout.

Take Action

To contact MPs and inform them of these important files,
go to adanifiles.com.au and click on the “Take Action” link at
the beginning of the report. It is not too late to put pressure of
the federal and Queensland governments to stop this project.

* The Indian CEO has been replaced by Austraﬁdn Lucas
Dow. &

Adani’s shocking track record shows it can’t be trusted and
it definitely shouldn’t be the recipient of
a $1 billion taxpayer handout.



8 Juneb 2019

International

Guardian

Chauncey K Robinson

There is an attack underway. A full-fledged
assault on the rights of working people is
happening in the United States of America.
It is being spearheaded by a White House
administration that has emboldened those
who adhere to right-wing ideology and
employ bigoted rhetoric in their effort to
take away rights that have been fought for
by working-class people and their allies.
The target of this assault? Reproductive
freedom.

The various abortion bans now sweep-
ing the nation — bills that prohibit terminating
a pregnancy once a foetal “heartbeat” can be
detected — are part of a larger strategic plan
to demoralise and continue the subjugation of
working people. Chief on the hit list for these
laws are women of colour, who as a group, are
some of the hardest fighters for democracy and
progress in our country.

These bans, and the inevitable threat to Roe
v Wade that they represent, should not be seen
as simply a “women’s issue,” but rather as a
fight that working people as a whole cannot
afford to lose.

At one time, laws proposing to again crim-
inalise abortion were seen as being on the
fringe, the pipe dreams of so-called pro-lifers.
But in 2016, Donald Trump, who on the cam-
paign trail promised to reverse Roe v Wade and
appoint Supreme Court Justices who would do
just that, was elected to the highest office in the
land. What has occurred since is a major shift
in the politics surrounding reproductive health.

There have been 304 abortion restrictions
of various kinds introduced in states across
the country in 2019 alone. Louisiana has just
become the fifth state to pass a foetal heartbeat
ban. It joins Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi,
and Ohio, which have all passed bills seriously
restricting a woman’s right to safely terminate
a pregnancy.

In pushing these heartbeat bans, lawmakers
are employing a hefty dose of medical decep-
tion. The heartbeat to be detected, at approxi-
mately six weeks, wouldn’t actually come from
a heart at all (since at six weeks an embryo
would not have developed one), but rather
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from an electric signal from tissue called the
foetal pole. But this is not a crowd who will let
facts stand in their way.

In Alabama, the governor has signed
into law an even more restrictive bill — going
beyond just a heartbeat ban. That state’s new
regulations effectively prohibit almost all
abortions, with no exceptions even for cases
of rape or incest. The law carries the threat of
a 99-year prison sentence for any doctor who
dares to perform an abortion.

In Missouri, meanwhile, Governor Mike
Parson is seeking to close down the only abor-
tion/reproductive rights clinic in the (surprise,
surprise) predominantly Black city of St Louis.

Supreme Court justices Brett Kavanaugh
and Neil Gorsuch are seen as potential votes to
gut Roe v Wade when legal challenges to these
new prohibitions eventually reach Washington.
Trump’s nomination of Kavanaugh last year
sparked protests and outrage across the coun-
try, as many advocates for women’s rights
saw his appointment as a threat to progress
and a possible reversal of years of struggle.
Kavanaugh, who has been the subject of sexual
assault allegations and has a history of taking
anti-woman stances, is now residing on the
highest court in the United States.

Couple this with Justice Clarence Thomas’
recent attack on the right to abortion by con-
necting it to a supposed eugenics conspiracy
aimed at depleting the country’s population of
people of colour, and you have a storm brewing
that will inevitably lead to a showdown over
Roe v Wade.

It's not just about gender

This battle over the right of women to
choose what is done with their bodies has
both racial and class connotations. The abor-
tion bans and the possible overturning of Roe
v Wade will not stop abortions from happen-
ing. What they will do is make it so that cer-
tain groups of people, particularly the working
poor and people of colour, are disproportion-
ately affected and punished when seeking
access to abortions. The further criminalisation
of women of colour and marginalised com-
munities will be the by-product of outlawing
abortion.

Women of colour are already overrepre-
sented in the criminal justice system. Over
219,000 women are currently serving time in
prison in the United States. Of that number,
two-thirds are women of colour. Black women
are three times more likely to be incarcerated
than their white counterparts. Latina women
are 69 percent more likely to be incarcerated
than white women. The incarceration of Native
American women exhibits similarly dispropor-
tionate rates.

These statistics paint a bleak picture that
if abortion is criminalised when women seek
to have them anyway (which will occur, guar-
anteed), women of colour will be the ones dis-
proportionately prosecuted, as is the case with
every other criminal offense, real or imagined.

Income inequality and systemic racism
already play a factor in access to quality repro-
ductive healthcare. The abortion bans make it
even harder for women to decide what to do
with their bodies. Because higher numbers of
women of colour are kept in poverty, many rely
on Medicaid for their health care coverage.
This puts them in the crosshairs of the Hyde
Amendment, a legislative provision that bans
the use of federal funds for abortion. Native
American women face similar struggles, as
funding restrictions limit the kind of reproduc-
tive care available through the Indian Health
Service, again effectively banning access to
abortion.

It is already known that women who seek
an abortion but are denied the right to one have
higher odds of being in poverty. And once they
are turned away from the reproductive health
services they need, those women are more
likely to be trapped in economic hardship and
insecurity lasting for years to come. And as for
the children of these mothers, studies confirm
they also face a much higher chance of living
below the poverty level than other children — a
higher likelihood of growing up in households
without enough money to cover housing, trans-
portation, and food.

A political strategy

There are women in this country, espe-
cially women of colour and the working poor,
who already face economic hardship. The

attack on abortion access only makes it worse.
To emphasise again, this is not just a matter
of gender, but also one of class and race. This
may not be clear to everyone, but it is clear to
those seeking to continue the exploitation of
working people.

What better way to disadvantage the
opposing team than to harm some of their most
valuable players?

Women are the country’s largest voting
bloc, and women of colour are the fastest-
growing segment of that group. According to
American Progress, women of colour represent
74 percent of the growth in eligible women
voters since 2000 — which translates into 12
million new voters. Black women have one of
the highest rates of voter turnout, with their
percentage actually surpassing their share of
the population in 2008 and 2012. Black women
have also historically been the most pro-union,
with their demographic most likely to be union
members.

What we have seen, in the 2018 midterm
elections and other fights for justice, is that
when Black women and women of colour are
empowered, progress and change happen.

What would be the outcome if these
women are hit by even more economic oppres-
sion and criminalisation — the inevitable out-
come of these abortion bans and the possible
gutting of Roe v Wade?

What would be the outcome if the already
disproportionate rates of Black women dying
during childbirth (another result of health care
inequality), increase due to the inability to
choose to terminate a pregnancy?

It would be a severe detriment to the
“team” that is the working class.

As we head toward the 2020 elections, the
stepped-up attack on abortion rights and the
targeting of Roe v Wade must be seen as part
of the same struggle that includes the fight for
comprehensive health care for all, the fight
against inequality, the fight for good jobs, the
fight for an end to war, and so much more.

This is a struggle that will determine our
future. It’s a fight working people can’t afford
to lose.

People’s World &



Guardian

Egypt

International

High schoolers
take to the streets

Aboulfotouh Kandil

Egypt last month witnessed teen-
agers pouring into the streets
to protest the failure of the new
national exam system instituted
by the country’s military dictator-
ship. Thousands of high school-
ers, most of them 15 years of age,
peacefully marched, calling for
the dismissal of Tarek Shawqi, the
minister of education.

Since he took control of the
nation’s education system in
February of 2017, Shawqi has said
he wants a new educational system
that will bring about positive change
for Egypt. Some had high hopes for
Shawqi, with his background as a
UNESCO team leader. He was her-
alded by the Sisi dictatorship and its
supporters as an expert in both edu-
cation in general and communica-
tions technology in particular.

It was expected then he would
begin his tenure by tackling the sys-
tem-wide problems with education
in Egypt. Among the biggest prob-
lems are the insufficient number of
schools, the huge classroom sizes,
poorly trained teachers, lack of ade-
quate science curriculum, and lack of
education that is geared to improv-
ing the analytical abilities of stu-
dents. Too much of the curriculum in

Egyptian schools is geared to worn-
out methods of rote learning rather
than critical thinking.

When it comes to updated tech-
nology Egyptian schools also suffer
major deficits including lack of relia-
ble Internet networks and inadequate
numbers of properly equipped com-
puter labs.

Before tackling any of these
major problems, however, Shawqi
unexplainably decided to make intro-
duction of a tablet for student exams
to be his first major “reform.” He
did this despite the lack of sufficient
infrastructure to support the change
and despite a total lack of prepara-
tion of either teachers or students for
the change.

In the schools, at least, the Sisi
dictatorship and its supporters seem
to be as incompetent as they are
harsh and cruel. The incredible level
of their incompetence was reflected
almost immediately after the tablet
system was introduced.

First, the entire system crashed.
And it was not just once, but several
times.

Shawqi explained that the
crashes happened because too many
thousands were logging in at the
same time.

After the log-in rates were stag-
gered the system still continued

Israel’s political
interference

Ceren Sagir

BRITAIN: The Labour Party
was embroiled in another row
over alleged Israeli interference
in British politics today after
national executive committee
(NEC) member Pete Willsman
was suspended.

Willsman was suspended
“pending investigation” after a
secret recording of him in January
by American-Israeli writer Tuvia
Tenenbom emerged, where he
claimed that an Israeli agent had
infiltrated the party.

He was recorded stating that
Israel was behind some of the anti-
Semitism accusations thrown at
the party, and that Labour mem-
bers opposed to party leader Jeremy
Corbyn were working indirectly for
the Israeli embassy.

The suspension means he
cannot attend NEC meetings or
perform any other functions as a
member of the NEC. Similar con-
cerns over possible infiltration and
interference have previously been
voiced by other senior Labour
figures.

Shadow foreign secretary Emily
Thornberry called for an official
probe in 2017 after Israeli embassy
official Shai Masot was caught on
camera during a six-month under-
cover investigation by Al Jazeera
boasting about setting up several
political organisations in Britain, at
least one of which was intended to
influence Labour policy.

Then chair of Labour Friends of

Israel Joan Ryan, now a member of
Change UK, was also filmed with
Masot at a Labour Party Conference
talking about receiving £1 mil-

lion from the Israeli embassy to
take Labour members on junkets in
Israel.

Shadow chancellor John
McDonnell said Willsman should
be “given the benefit of the doubt,”
but other Labour MPs have con-
demned Willsman for his “appall-
ing” comments.

Jewish Voice for Labour’s Mike
Cushman said that the investigation
by Al Jazeera had revealed “a sys-
tematic effort by the Israeli embassy
to infiltrate the Labour Party.”

Cushman added that efforts
by the Israeli Ministry of Strategic
Affairs to label critics of Israel’s
crimes as anti-Semitism were well
documented. “It is Pete’s claims that
the embassy has managed to infil-
trate the party that should be the
subject of urgent investigation, not
Pete’s actions in drawing our atten-
tions to the possibility,” he told the
Star.

“His suspension must be lifted
immediately so he can continue his
valiant and industrious advocacy
for the Labour Party and for a more
democratic party.”

Ahead of Willsman’s suspen-
sion, a Labour Party spokeswoman
said the party “takes all complaints
of anti-Semitism extremely seri-
ously and we are committed to chal-
lenging and campaigning against it
in all its forms.”

Morning Star &

to crash. Then he blamed it on the
Ministry of Education, his own
agency, for having not paid its
Internet bills. He demanded that 11
billion Egyptian pounds be handed
over to him or else the tablet system
would not work.

Unable to complete their final
exams and facing major disruption of
their plans and livelihoods, students
poured out into the streets in pro-
test against not just the failure of the
tablet system but in support of over-
haul of all the problematic aspects of
education in Egypt.

Instead of listening to their
demands and solving the problems
the Sisi government turned the police
out against the teenagers, Cops
threatened, beat, sexually abused and
arrested students at gunpoint.

Once again, both police and the
Ministry of Education, like most
other Egyptian institutions, showed
that they have been turned into tools
of the military dictatorship. The Sisi
regime has been taking dramatic
steps to destroy any part of the state
infrastructure that does not serve to
maintain the power of the military
dictatorship and the business classes
it serves. The regime silences its
opponents at every turn.

The military coup leader,
General Abdelfattah EI-Sisi, doesn’t
believe in the importance of educa-
tion, free-of-charge education, or
education for all. He announced his
intention to make education avail-
able only to certain categories of
students, those “who will lead the
country later on.” There he has in
mind only the children of the upper
classes.

While Egyptian state-owned
media ignored the student protests,
social media activists posted many
videos and pictures that show the
protests, and pictures of the police
use of force against them. Many
pictures show strong-muscled
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government agents and police offic-
ers beating teenagers, and pointing
guns at them.

The fascistic government cannot
change the fact, however, that the
protests reflect the teenagers’ aware-
ness of their rights, and their ability
to organise themselves into peaceful
protests. It also shows that the new
generation is breaking through the
fear that the military coup regime has
been counting on to prevent another
revolution in Egypt.

The demonstrators were only
nine years old when the coup

occurred, and they have since
observed all kinds of government
crimes including massacres of peace-
ful protesters. They are unafraid
despite having been witness to daily
murders carried out by the regime. It
is no mystery then why Egypt’s mil-
itary rulers fear the youth uprising
and use force against it.

Young people are showing that
they may just be the critical ingredi-
ent in the construction of the coali-
tion that will one day end the rule of
the Sisi dictatorship.

People’s World &

Turkey

Steve Sweeney

Documentary film-maker Oktay
Ince hit out at Turkish authori-
ties after his release from custody
in Ankara on Thursday follow-
ing his detention for holding a
protest demanding freedom of
speech. Ince, who is a member of
the video collective activist group
Seyri Sokak, was held by police in
the capital after staging the latest
of his weekly protests.

He explained the collective
was “a child of Gezi, born from the
streets” referring to the 2013 pro-
tests that shook the Turkish govern-
ment. “It is a voluntary independent
video-activism collective, on the
side of the oppressed, on the side
of anti-fascism and anti-capitalism.
Seyri Sokak is our camera and our
soul,” Ince told the Star.

But activists from the group
face regular arrest and torture by the
police for their political stance.

“We are there to prove they tor-
ture people. Video never lies. We
believe the rights of people to make
and receive news,” he said. Ince
explained the circumstances of his
latest detention on Thursday: “I
chained myself before the General
Cinema Directorate of Turkey in
Ankara and I got taken into cus-
tody by the police as they broke my
chains and literally dragged me to
the police car.

“They couldn’t file a lawsuit
against me, so they just gave me a
fine and had to let me go.”

This is a typical tactic used by
the Turkish authorities to frighten
other journalists into silence.

Also equipment including cam-
eras are often destroyed or damaged
to prevent reporters from working.

Turkish authorities accused Ince
of “spreading terrorist propaganda”
after he shared two tweets on the
Seyri Sokak account in October
2016.

His house was raided and police
snatched 20 years of his archives
including family photographs.

He has been protesting for 10
weeks, staging an action every
Tuesday with the details announced
via the Seyri Sokak social media
accounts.

“I try to make an interac-
tive protest,” he told the Star. “1
announce everything because I use
my democratic rights as a citizen
and I have nothing to hide. My pro-
tests are peaceful, completely lawful
and any person can support it.

“Sharing your thoughts on
social media should be a matter of
freedom of speech, but they see this
as terror propaganda,” Ince said.

He said that “international soli-
darity” was so important with the
Turkish state fearing economic and
financial penalties. Despite the har-
assment, he will protest again on
Tuesday.

Morning Star &
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On change

It would be a great shame and
indeed a grave mistake if due to
the recent electoral defeat the
ALP changed its climate change
and renewable energy policies. It
is vital for the economic and envi-
ronmental future of the country
and the planet that these policies
be strongly pursued.

The reality of our changing cli-
mate must be addressed. And as the

world changes Australia must not be
left behind promoting old resources
and technology, otherwise we end
up with not only dire environmental
consequences, but also with disas-
trous economic and social problems.
But it is also vital that people be
absolutely assured that change will
not leave them, their children and
communities without decent jobs and
livelihoods. Many working people
fear change will mean unemploy-
ment, poverty and the indignity of
living on pitiful social security pay-
ments and the stress of dealing with
demeaning Centrelink bureaucracy.
Political parties must explain to
families and communities that the
changes that are taking place are
inevitable and necessary to avert fur-
ther environmental calamity. But that
will not mean fewer jobs, but create
many more employment opportuni-
ties in new industries. And govern-
ments and parties must commit to

the training, funding and creation of
these new industries and jobs.

To make a safer, healthier, better
world, people must be convinced that
they and their children have a part
to play and a future in it. Successful
change requires people seeing the
real benefits in it and being brought
along. If the transition is not made
as easy as possible and communi-
ties don’t feel consulted and directly
involved, then they get scared, wor-
ried and oppose change. And instead
of the required transformation we
get an outcome that is not good for
people or the planet.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

Never give up

The election result is disap-
pointing but rest assured we are
not going away and we are not
giving up. The Australian union

movement has always fought for
fairness and we always will. We
will continue to advocate and fight
for fair pay rises, secure jobs and
a more equal country.

Our campaign will continue. It
would have continued if there had
been a change in government. Low
wages and insecure work are hurt-
ing working people and we will keep
fighting for change.

The election result is a hurdle,
but it is not a reason to back down.

Scott Morrison has no plan for
fair pay. He’s addicted to failed
trickle-down economics even though
we all know that this doesn’t work
and harms people.

The re-election of the Morrison
government doesn’t change the fact
that we have the highest level of
inequality in 70 years and that more
Australians are in insecure work than
ever before.

The union movement will keep
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campaigning and organising to win
higher wages, secure jobs, equal pay,
penalty rates and to end wage theft.

If you haven’t already, now is the
time to join your union — and urge
your workmates, friends and family
to do the same.

I thank every union member
and volunteer who has taken up the
fight so far to make Australia a fairer
place. Your work and effort has made
our movement stronger.

To the millions who mobilised to
change the government, I assure you
all that we will continue to fight for a
better life and better rules for work-
ing people. We want you to continue
to be part of this fight.

We have built an incredible
amount of momentum in a short time
and with your involvement we will
only grow stronger.

In unity,

Sally McManus
ACTU secretary
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Bolivarian Revolution
Meting outl poetic justice

Arnold August

On April 30, 2019, the Bolivarian
Revolution defeated the latest in a series of
attempted US-orchestrated coups d’états
since the inaugural one on January 23,
when Guaidé was recognised as President
by Washington.

One of the main pretexts being used for the
US intervention is that the May 2018, presi-
dential elections were supposedly steeped in
electoral irregularities and therefore deficient.
Thus, Maduro was, according to this false nar-
rative, not elected democratically.

However, in a twist of irony, it is the very
US interventionist activities — ongoing and
supported by the Lima Group — that resulted in
the ratification of Maduro as President. Since
January 23, Venezuelans in the millions have
marched and demonstrated innumerable times
all across the country in support of Maduro
as President and the Bolivarian Revolution
he embodies. The detractors may scoff at this
manifestation of political expression as not
conforming to the acceptable norms of democ-
racy, let alone electoral procedures.

However, millions of Venezuelans have
continuously — for close to three months —
voted with their feet and their voices. Can this
experience replace actual voting in a ballot
box? Obviously, it cannot replace the formality.

Nonetheless, the ongoing “voting in the streets
and workplaces” is even more meaningful than
a simple deposit in a ballot box. In fact, on
May 4, the Venezuelans armed forces “went to
the polls” once again to ratify what they voted
for in May 2018.

It is only poetic justice that Maduro has
strengthened his position as the legitimate
President despite, or rather as a result of, the
US Maduro and the government know this; so
does the US. However, the US cannot afford to
admit it, as it challenges the US-centric view
that people do not want socialism and revo-
lution, which is supposedly forced upon the
people despite their will.

In addition to an electoral procedure serv-
ing as an excuse for US intervention, the
charge that Maduro and the government are
“authoritarian” at best, or a dictatorship, irre-
spective of how he was elected also serves
as a pretext. Why has the US not been able
to overthrow the Maduro government? Is it
because it is a dictatorship? No, if it were
indeed a dictatorship, it would be relatively
easy for the US to win over the people, with a
dose of naiveté, to free themselves from their
“oppressors.”

The US could not succeed because of the
civic—military union. Despite all the attempts,
including the latest one on April 30, it remains
not only fully intact, but its consciousness,

patriotism and military strength have all been
strengthened.

The fact that the already broad-armed
alliance is continuously sinking its roots yet
further into the communities that are arming
themselves (at their own request) makes what
would normally be applauded as democratisa-
tion seen as another proof of dictatorship.

The US is pitted against this force. Can the
US and its puppet offer democracy? Its stated
goal is to convert Venezuela into an economic
and political satellite of the US. In the face of
this, the civic—military alliance and the Maduro
government are the guarantee of democracy for
the majority of Venezuelans.

Thus, in yet another twist of irony, the very
government that has been dubbed a dictator-
ship, as a result of US policy, is on a daily basis
acting — and more importantly, being seen by
millions of Venezuelans — as the instrument of
democracy for Venezuela, and not the antith-
esis of it.

This consciousness is worth its weight in
gold, and it is omnipresent in society, including
the military. The US claims it wants democracy
for Venezuela, but the majority of Venezuelans
are increasingly gripping on to their own gov-
ernment as the instrument for maintaining —
and seemingly strengthening — democracy.
Virtue is rewarded while infamy is punished.
Moreover, the way the situation is evolving,
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the US is destined to be punished time and time
again, as it is blinded by its own self-serving,
preconceived views on democracy.

The Bolivarian Revolution’s resistance to
the ongoing US-led economic and political war
is going to be one of the most heroic chapters
in post-World War II Latin American history.
Today, millions of Venezuelans are writing
history.

It is this very outcome that the critics of
the Trump policy fear. Their only difference
with Trump is their claim that his economic/
political (and potential military) intervention
is “counterproductive.” What does that mean?
They fear what they call “polarisation.” This
is a liberal code word for the strengthening of
Chavismo, which strikes fear in the hearts and
minds of the “left” opposition.

The Bolivarian Revolution metes out
poetic justice against all the accusations
against it. It is turning the tables on history
and on its accusers, all the while increasingly
winning the support of people worldwide.
This includes the people in the US itself and
in one of its main allies, Canada. On the
other hand, the US government is increas-
ingly isolated. It is lashing out and swinging
widely, such as on Cuba, and in the process
even further isolating itself on an interna-
tional scale.
telesur &
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The Twilight Zone

Chauncey K Robinson

Jordan Peele’s The Twilight Zone is cur-
rently airing weekly on the streaming
service CBS All Access [in Australia on
“10 All Access”]. The ninth episode of the
series, titled “The Blue Scorpion” may be
the most polarising one, given the subject
matter it subtly addresses. The story uses
supernatural chills to put a spotlight on the
topic of gun regulation and the obsession
with firearms here in the United States. The
messaging is not as overt as in previous epi-
sodes, save for Peele’s ending monologue,
but through the main character’s journey
the topic of gun legislation shines through,
taking a shot (pun intended) at addressing
why the issue is a divisive one in a number
of ways.

The episode stars Chris O’Dowd (Get
Shorty), Amy Landecker (4 Kid Like Jake), and
Adam Korson (Hot in Cleveland). 1t is directed
by Craig William Macneill (Lizzie) and written
by Glen Morgan (Final Destination 3).

O’Dowd stars as Professor Jeff Storck, an
anthropology scientist who discovers the body
of his father, Otis, who has just committed sui-
cide with a mysterious gun. Through a series
of events, it would appear that the gun, named
Blue Scorpion, has supernatural abilities, along
with a single bullet that displays the name of
the next person to be shot by it. The audience
watches as Storck’s obsession with the Blue
Scorpion grows while trying to figure out the
gun’s next target.

This sombre episode contains some
comedic elements planted throughout so as
not to be completely depressing. The open-
ing scene gets the plot going quickly, as Jeff is
on the phone with his wife who is pressuring
him for a divorce he doesn’t want, right before
he stumbles upon his father’s dead body. The
bullet shot from the gun at the death scene has
the name “Otis” printed on it, before it seem-
ingly disappears. Once Jeff is given posses-
sion of the gun the main bullet now has the
name “Jeff” on it, and from there the audience
is made to wonder if the professor will suffer
the same fate as his father.

The mystery of the episode goes beyond
the expected Twilight Zone twist. None of the
weird happenings are presented in a neat pack-
age. Some mysteries aren’t even explained by
the end of the episode, which may frustrate
some viewers while delightfully terrifying
others.

O’Dowd is the driving force behind this
episode. Most of the story is spent from
Storck’s perspective as the viewer is made to
witness his grief and bewilderment over his
father’s death, his frustration with his wife,
who has seemingly moved on with another
man, and his sense of hopelessness. O’Dowd
makes Jeff’s descent into a kind of madness-
fuelled love story with the inanimate object

Chris O’'Dowd stars as Professor Jeff Storck.

that is the Blue Scorpion believable, where it
could have easily felt contrived and awkward.

The other interesting plot point is the fact
that Jeff is a rather generic name, so as our Jeff
sees his name printed on the magical bullet,
he also meets a high volume of other Jeffs
throughout the story. This heightens the sense
of terror throughout the episode, as viewers are
left wondering if they will have to witness a
murder or a suicide.

This point brings us to the major theme
in the episode, which is that of gun regula-
tion and firearm obsession in our society. One
may wonder what a magical gun made in Cuba
during the socialist revolution (yay for the Che
Guevara reference in the episode) has to do
with the American obsession with guns, but
there’s plenty in the story that lends itself to
the debate.

Jeff'is shown to be going through an unsta-
ble time in his life. Initially, he wants to get rid
of the gun, but soon, as he wallows in his grief
and helplessness, he comes to see it as a source
of power and begins taking it with him to dif-
ferent events. There are a number of chilling
moments, such as when he’s meeting with his
wife and her attorney (also named Jeff), where
it is clear he has the gun, and it is also clear that

there is a chance that he may very well use it
on others.

These moments, where Jeff may take his
frustrations with the world out on others, are
not far removed from instances of mass shoot-
ings, such as those last year alone. Scenes that
involve Jeff’s estranged wife, and Jeff seem-
ingly reaching for the gun, also leave room for
the connection to the chilling fact that almost
50 percent of all murdered women are killed
by romantic partners, and 54 percent of those
murders are gun deaths.

Jeff may very well be obsessed with a mag-
ical gun, but his reliance on the gun — and the
danger of him using it on others, especially
given his demographic as a white male — is
not extraordinary, nor confined to the Twilight
Zone, as it may appear on the surface.

In the end, it is not our Jeff who is shot, but
another Jeff who is a low-level criminal.

From there Jeff Storck’s life takes a turn
for the better, as he’s seen as a hero in his town
for killing the robber. He’s offered a higher
position at work and is able to amicably sepa-
rate from his wife. What subverts this seem-
ingly happy ending is that Jeff had been outside
his wife’s house that night, seemingly to kill
her and her new lover (another Jeff). So a Jeff
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was indeed killed. Yes, he was a thief, but one
could argue that didn’t exactly merit his death.

In the end, Jeff hurls the Blue Scorpion
into the ocean, only for it to be found by two
young boys who begin playing with it as if it
were a toy. One of the boys notices the magic
bullet even has his name on it. It’s clearly a
tragic event waiting to happen, as accidental
gun deaths involving children is a real issue,
with at least 73 occurrences last year.

Peele’s ending speech leaves little mys-
tery about the story’s view on gun control and
obsession. The narrator notes, “Human beings
have a funny way of treating things like people.
But today, you’ll learn that as long as objects
are valued more than lives, tragedy will forever
be manufactured.”

Jeff was able to break away from his obses-
sion with the Blue Scorpion, but its mystical
power is only handed over to plenty of others
in the US. In this country with an average of
88 guns per 100 people, 114,994 people are
shot each year.

While not the best episode of the series,
the story makes a respectable and bold choice
of using supernatural elements to touch upon a
very real issue plaguing our nation.
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US/China Trade War
The fight to save

America’s farmland

Al Neal

2016: Forty-eight hours after Donald J
Trump was elected President of the United
States, this reporter was out in the dusty,
brown flatlands of rural Missouri. While
large news outlets focused their attention
on the rise of Trump’s “silent voters”, and
where Clinton went wrong, I wanted to find
out why voters took the risk of backing
Trump. I wanted to get the “worm’s eye
view,” as the late human-interest columnist
and war correspondent Ernie Pyle would
say.

It was a calculated gamble for rural voters
supporting Trump, his bravado, and “run the
country like a business” attitude. Many were
willing to burn the whole system down — and
accomplished it somewhat — instead of facing
another four years of the status quo. What a
false hope that was.

The echoes of the past have not been kind
to America’s rural families and farmers.

And this is where we dig in. Somewhere
in America’s farmland — “Farmers were
[Trump’s] base,” said John Wesley Boyd Jr,
Virginian soybean farmer, in a recent CNN
interview. “They helped elect this President ...
and now he’s turning his back on America’s
farmers when we need him the most.”

Last year’s grain and soybean crop remain
housed in tall, brooding silos. This year’s
crop seedlings lay unplanted. And across the
Midwest, and down through the South, com-
bine harvesters, tractor engines, plows, thresh-
ers, and reapers sit idle.

One could easily point to the wet weather
and flooding taking place in farmland (our cli-
mate crisis) as viable reasons for a slow start
to harvesting and crop sales. But as summer
appears, and temperatures rise, all eyes are
firmly planted on the White House, China, and
the escalating tensions around the US/China
trade negotiations table as the aptly named
“trade war” rages on.

“We’re praying that the president will be
successful in these negotiations,” said Arkansas
Governor Asa Hutchinson recently. Ah ... if
only hopes and payers could’ve prevented this
disaster ... but, it didn’t, like all others.

And all blame is perched upon politicians’
laps.

How did we get here?

Was our current trade war expected? For
the most part, yes.

Trump complained about China’s policy
since day one of his presidential campaign.
“China’s upset because of the way Donald
Trump is talking about trade with China.
They’re ripping us off, folks, it’s time. I'm
so happy they are upset,” said then-candidate
Trump during a 2016 campaign rally.

Shortly after beginning his White House
occupation, the new administration launched
an investigation into Chinese trade policies and
imposed tariffs on billions of dollars’ worth of
Chinese goods in 2017. Months of hostile ten-
sions led to a halt in imposing new tariffs by

the US and China, and led leaders to attempt a
civil resolution — talks failed, and tariffs grew.

To date, the US has applied tariffs to
Chinese goods to the tune of US$250 billion.
China responded by applying US$110 bil-
lion worth of tariffs on US goods. China also
announced it will increase tariffs on US$60 bil-
lion worth of US goods starting June 1.

“China’s tariff move is in response to the
US unilateralism and trade protectionism,”
China’s Ministry of Finance said in a state-
ment on May 13. “China hopes that the US
will return to the right track of bilateral trade
talks, work together with China and meet each
other halfway, to reach a win-win and mutually
beneficial agreement on the basis of mutual
respect.”

Products affected include beef, lamb,
pork, vegetables, juice, cooking oil, tea,
coffee, refrigerators, and furniture, among
many others. Trump, as expected, continues to
double-down on his tariff-justifying rhetoric.

“The oversimplified explanation that
Trump gives, which sounds appealing on the
surface, is that the country will be making
money in the short run from Chinese tariff pay-
ments and will have more jobs in the long run
when China finally cracks. But the reality is,
that just isn’t how capitalism works and it’s not
how this trade war is shaking out,” wrote CJ
Atkins, People s World managing editor.

And he’s right.

Let’s also not forget another piece of this
economic equation, Cuba.

With the Trump regime hell-bent on install-
ing another American puppet in Venezuela, it
has cracked down hard on Cuba in an effort
to stop the flow of financial support it sends
to Venezuelans (even America’s pastime was
caught in the cross-hairs.)

The impact: Farmers take another eco-
nomic hit for the sake of American interven-
tion in Latin America.

Back in farmland, the fields are quiet. The
hands used to the feeling of dark soil beneath

fingernails are now flooding into town halls,
state capitals, and the halls of Congress —
demanding a real solution, not high-brow
pandering.

“I understand what the president is trying
to do in bringing them to the table, but we’ve
been a year at this [trade war]| and nothing’s
happened ... the tariffs haven’t worked and it’s
completely crushed our market. We went from
a year ago being able to sell beans at this time
for $10.30 and we’re at $7.50-$7.60 right now.
It’s been a complete detriment to the farmer —
and to the rural economy, too,” said Bret Davis
from Delaware, Ohio.

Farm goods from pork to cotton have
slumped. Soybeans dipped below $8 a bushel
for the first time since 2009, after China
announced their June 1 tariffs. Soybean farm-
ers have been hit hardest by the trade war as
China, the world’s top consumer of the bean,
rejects the American import.

And according to the Bloomberg Grains
Subindex Total Return, corn and other grains
have fallen to the lowest levels since 1977.

“It’s crazy. You sit there and try to raise
a crop and do everything you can. You fight
mother nature like we did last year and again
this year, and then you come to find out, “Oh,
hey, by the way, the government got in the
way and you don’t have a market. They took
the market away,” said soybean farmer Bill
Gordon. Tears replace sweat, and hope replaces
work as farmers struggle to survive.

So, where’s Trump

in all of this?

The administration struck a deal to lift
the aluminium and steel tariffs on our North
American neighbours, as a step towards con-
gressional approval for the revised North
American Free Trade Agreement. Farmers may
feel a slight uptick in business by this latest
move, but let’s only give credit where credit is
due ... and credit is not due to Trump.

Guardian

His “low ball, tough talk” approach to
negotiations led to the 25 percent steel tariffs
imposed in March of 2018. Essentially, it was
Trump who was responsible in the first place
for closing the North American agricultural
markets to American farmers.

And last Monday, May 10, through a series
of tweets, Trump announced a new bailout
package for America’s farmers.

The proposed US$15 billion lifeline will
see the US boost purchases of domestic farm
products — “in larger amounts than China ever
did” — for humanitarian aid in an effort to offset
losses.

“Details on the new trade mitigation pro-
gram will be forthcoming shortly, but we want
to be clear that the program is being designed
to avoid skewing planting decisions one way
or another,” the US Department of Agriculture
said in an emailed statement.

Agricultural Secretary Sonny Perdue also
said last week the aid package could go as high
as US$20 billion. The recent plan is a clone of
the program put in place last year which saw
US$12 billion in aid for farmers.

“The ever-worsening financial challenges
being forced on family farmers and ranchers
cannot be overstated. We urge the USDA to
ensure that this assistance package provides
fair and equitable relief to all family farmers
impacted by disruptions in international mar-
kets,” said Johnson.

But money doesn’t solve everything, and
rarely does. And for some farmers, a bailout
is not enough. “Farmers do not want a hand-
out from the government,” said Bill Gordon,
vice-president of the American Soybean
Association. “We raise a product and want a
fair price for it. Let us compete.”

For farmers and workers, it is no longer
about American exceptionalism, rather resolve.
The resolve to withstand this nightmarish pres-
idential storm until 2020, and do better next
time.
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