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The unexpected victory of the Coalition 
in the May 18 federal elections is a severe 
blow to the hopes and aspirations of work-
ing people. It signals further attacks on 
workers and organised labour, on the 
unemployed, social security recipients, 
Indigenous Australians and other disad-
vantaged and vulnerable people.

It also sends a signal to employers and 
the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission to heighten their war on workers. 
It means the rejection of a progressive redis-
tribution of wealth through tax reform, cuts to 
public education and public health services. 
The ABC and SBS face further cuts and likely 
privatisation.

The Coalition has an absolute majority 
in the House of Representatives. The opin-
ion polls got it wrong. The bookmakers got 
it wrong. But the biggest losers in this elec-
tion are working people, their trade unions, the 
unemployed, age pensioners and other social 
security recipients.

Labor leader Bill Shorten has stepped 
down and the factional back-room leaders are 
already on the job of choosing a new leader. 
Anthony Albanese was fi rst to publicly throw 
his hat into the ring. Jim Chalmers and Chris 
Bowen are also possible contenders.

At the time of writing, counting was 
still underway. The Australian Electoral 
Commission (AEC) had the Coalition in front, 
predicting 77 seats. This is one more than 
required for an absolute majority in the House 
of Representatives, providing the extra MP for 
a Speaker. The Coalition appear to have picked 
up three seats and Labor lost three.

The AEC predicts Labor will have 68, 
along with one each for the Greens (Adam 
Bandt), Katter’s Australian Party and the 
Centre Alliance (formerly Nick Xenophon 
Team). It is likely there will be three independ-
ents. That makes a total of six cross-benchers.

The Greens, who represent the most pro-
gressive of the parliamentary forces, had an 
overall average of 10 percent of the vote in the 
Lower House, as they did in the 2016 elections. 
There were, however, large variations between 
electorates. Adam Bandt held onto his seat with 
an increased majority.

The trade union movement fought hard to 
defeat the Morrison government, centring its 
actions around the Change the Rules campaign.

Presidential campaign
Prime Minister Morrison ran a one-man 

show, constantly portraying the campaign as a 
battle between two men  – himself and the not-
so-popular Labor leader Bill Shorten.

Morrison got amongst the people, being 
warmly accepted and looking at ease in a range 
of circumstances – kicking a football, learning 
to cook, shearing a sheep as well as the usual 
baby shots.

Shorten did not have the personality to pull 

it off in the same way, no matter how hard he 
tried.

Morrison trotted out feel-good, simplistic 
slogans that had little substance. In the guise 
of Coalition policy, he talked about “build-
ing our economy” and “securing your future” 
while never missing an opportunity of painting 
Labor as high taxing, high risk and poor eco-
nomic managers.

Shorten and shadow Treasurer Chris 
Bowen presented complex policies on negative 
gearing, capital gains tax and dividend frank-
ing credits. Morrison jumped on top of these, 
branding them as new taxes on pensioners, 
self-funded retirees and workers. Labor failed 
to explain them clearly or counter these claims 
convincingly.

There was considerable anger amongst 
voters over these policies, even amongst those 
who might not be affected. The impact these 
had cannot be underestimated. Murdoch’s 
media machine helped fan the fl ames of fear.

Hollow rhetoric
Prime Minister Scott Morrison prom-

ised jobs, jobs and more jobs. In Queensland, 
Western Australia and Tasmania where Labor 
suffered setbacks, unemployment is a serious 
problem.

The Adani mine and all the promised jobs 
that it would supposedly bring, were big fac-
tors in Queensland where Labor had hoped to 
pick up some seats. That was not to be. Instead 
Labor lost two seats, leaving it with fi ve out 
of 30 in that state. They were successfully 
wedged between jobs and the environment, 
with jobs coming fi rst in the north.

By sitting on the fence over the giant, 

polluting Adani coal mine, Shorten satisfi ed 
neither voters in the Galilee region who mis-
takenly believed it meant thousands of jobs, 
nor the many voters further south who strongly 
opposed the mine for sound environmental 
reasons.

Labor’s policies on health, education, early 
childhood education, climate change, etc, were 
attractive to many but seemed to get lost and 
overlooked in the end.

Climate change and the environment were 
on the minds of many voters and a majority 
of the cross-benchers are determined to bring 
about action on these critical issues.

No shortage of money
Clive Palmer’s United Australia Party 

(UAP) spent an estimated $60-80 million on a 
multi-lingual advertising blitz around Australia 
and globally across the social media. Massive 
billboards, full-page coloured advertisements 
in the print media, endless ads on social media 
and wide coverage on the airwaves.

It was not just the Chinese WeChat that 
was hit with advertising. Ads appeared on 
YouTube in other languages. He brazenly told 
lie after lie in a scare campaign against Labor 
and the Greens.

There were the claims that the Greens 
would bring in death taxes. 

And while the UAP spewed out lie after 
lie it demonstrated little interest in selling 
itself apart from promising to “Make Australia 
Great”, parroting Donald Trump’s line.

The result of all this expenditure might 
not have come to anything when measured in 
terms of seats for the UAP, but that was not its 
real aim. It could be given credit for playing an 

important role in the defeat of Labor and re-
election of the Morrison government.

It begs the question: Were these elections 
bought by a mining magnate? Also, was it all 
Palmer’s money or were other big business 
interests backing UAP?

The amount spent by Palmer demonstrates 
what a fossil-fuel worshiping government 
is worth to this mining magnate and others 
involved. He has grand plans for two large 
coal mines, one of which – the Alpha North 
project – is adjacent to the Adani site. If it 
were to get approval, it would cover an area of 
144,000 hectares and produce around a third 
as much more than the Adani mine! He also 
has an interest in seeing Adani go ahead as he 
is interested in using its rail line to gain access 
to the port.

The Coalition had a lie factory of their 
own ludicrously saying that Labor would force 
people to use electric cars and take away peo-
ple’s utes and weekends.

We don’t know is what the Coalition par-
ties have promised Palmer in return for an 
exchange of preferences. Likewise, One Nation 
did a deal to exchange preferences with the 
Coalition. There is no doubt that the prefer-
ences of these two parties were instrumental in 
the wins of a number of Coalition candidates.

In the 2016 elections the Coalition 
exchanged preferences with Labor to keep 
One Nation and the Greens out. On this occa-
sion the Coalition turned to One Nation and the 
UAP to keep Labor out. The Greens and Labor 
exchanged preferences in an attempt to defeat 
the Coalition government.

Continued on page 2
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The past 35 years has seen a huge transformation for the worse 
in working hours and conditions, in types of employment, the level 
of trade union organisation and distribution of wealth. This process 
commenced under the Prices and Incomes Accord between the ACTU 
and newly elected Labor Government in 1983.

The Accord was based on the false premise that workers and 
employers have shared values: that if workers restrained wages to 
increase profi ts then those profi ts would be invested and lead to job 
creation. The so-called “trickle down” effect. This is Bob Hawke’s 
real legacy.

In return for their co-operation the Hawke Labor government 
introduced Medicare and later, universal superannuation. But there 
was always a “trade-off” which actually meant that workers lost out 
when it came to working conditions and real wages.

The trade union movement was sold the idea by Hawke that 
all they had to do was to sit around the table with “reasonable” 
employers and their needs would be looked after.

This resulted in previously held trade union principles being 
abandoned for short-term gains.

The earlier right of the trade union movement to take industrial 
action at any time became restricted by harsh industrial legislation 
and by “enterprise agreements” that limited industrial action to 
“protected” action during prescribed periods.

Although unions continued to campaign and members did better 
than workers who were in non-unionised workplaces, the Accord 
period was marked by a signifi cant reduction in struggle and an 
erosion of real wages, working conditions and hours.

Prime Minister Hawke boasted to employers how the Labor gov-
ernment had reduced industrial action and made conditions right 
for them to improve their profi ts.

During the Hawke/Keating Labor years the ACTU and a number 
of trade unions diverted considerable time and energy into supporting 
the government and ensuring its re-election ignoring the fact that 
Labor governments had embarked on a policy of privatisation of 
publicly owned enterprises and that the real conditions of workers 
were under severe attack. A number of basic trade union rights 
were given up.

Contracting out, privatisation, deregulation, arbitrary tariff re-
movals and competition policy have all contributed to the present 
situation where many workers are non-unionised and work under 
oppressive conditions. All these policies were fi rst introduced by 
Labor governments.

In practice, the trade union movement lost much of its inde-
pendence and fi ghting spirit. It became more an arm of government 
facilitating the introduction of unpopular policies.

The centralised award system governing wages and working 
conditions has been largely replaced by a decentralised system of en-
terprise agreements, individual contracts or no protection whatsoever.

This process was commenced under the Accord and taken up 
with a vengeance by the Howard Coalition government.

Workers are conscious of the benefi ts that trade unions bring 
them. They understand the vulnerability of individual workers at-
tempting to look after themselves. They look fi rst and foremost to 
trade unions to defend their interests, to fi ght for them on the job 
and to fi ght politically for their living conditions.

In the workplace and industrial sphere this means a strong, 
democratic, militant union which has a working class outlook and 
puts the interests of workers fi rst.

In the wider community, trade unions have a responsibility to 
take up economic, social, cultural and political issues, fi ght for what 
is best for workers, regardless of the government in power. The social, 
economic and political interests and needs of workers do not cease 
when they leave work for home.

As the largest mass working class organisation, unions have a 
special responsibility to lend their weight to broader struggles and 
join with other progressive and democratic forces to improve the 
lives and security of workers and their families.

Unions prepared to assert their independence and fi ght unswerv-
ingly for the working class inside and outside the workplace will soon 
win the support of workers and build. There are the means to return 
to class struggle trade unionism (rather than class collaboration). This 
partisan position is what Labor’s class collaboration sought to excise 
from organised labour’s ongoing confrontations with its class enemy.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
She mounted her horse armed as would a man, adorned with a doublet of 
rich cloth-of-gold over her breastplate; she rode a very handsome, very 
grey courser, and displayed herself in armour and her bearing as a captain 
would ...

Georges Chastellain “A view of Joan of Arc” 1455Georges Chastellain “A view of Joan of Arc” 1455
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the late Bob Hawke. His government introduced Medicare and 
blocked the damming of Tasmania’s magnificent Franklin River. 
But it also floated the Australian dollar, thereby destabilising 
the economy, deregulated banking even though the banks need 
more regulation not less, and introduced the industrial relations 
“accord”, which nearly crippled the union movement. Hawke 
himself enthusiastically supported the belligerent US foreign 
policy and Israel’s ruthless annexation of Palestinian land. His 
predecessor, Gough Whitlam was arguably Labor’s greatest 
Prime Minister, not Hawke. It’s good to get things in proportion, 
but right now we need to boost the Press Fund, so please send in 
something for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to 
this week’s supporters, as follows: 
Dr G Dittura $25, Max Hunt $50, K M $20, “Sparky” $10 
“Round Figure” $15, E Seymour $25
This week’s total: $145 Progressive total: $2,470

Federal Elections
The re-election of the Coalition to the federal gov-
ernment has been a blow to the organised working-
class movement and progressives in Australia. The 
Central Committee Executive is concerned about 
the consequences on working people of the election 
results.

We can expect that the war on workers will con-
tinue and deepen. That attacks on unions will be stepped 
up and that wages and living standards will continue to 
decline. The Coalition relied on an exchange preference 
deal with the Clive Palmer-led United Australia Party that 
spent $60 million dollars in an advertising campaign that 
was more geared towards attacking Bill Shorten and the 
ALP than it was about getting the UAP elected.

The trade union movement can use this experience to 
learn about the importance of working in an even more 
united way with the community against the common 
enemy in the interest of working people.

During this election campaign working people were 
successfully wedged between jobs and the environment. 
The destruction of the Galilee Basin through open cut 
mining now seems guaranteed not just for Adani but also 
for Palmer and many other mining companies who are 
operating leases in this area. In an unprecedented devel-
opment Clive Palmer bought the election result for the 
conservatives and personal gain.

The political struggle to protect the Murray-Darling 
River from corrupt water allocation and buy-back 
schemes will be of signifi cant importance.

The big weakness in this election has been the 
failure to build a left and progressive alternative. The 
Communist Party of Australia commits to continue to 
work with others to build this alternative.
Central Committee Executive
May 19, 2019

Fight back begins
Continued from page 1

Significant changes
Nationally, the swing in the 

fi rst preference votes against both 
Labor and the Coalition was 0.9 per-
cent. These fi gures do not refl ect the 
huge variations between electorates 
across the country. Local issues and 
the work on the ground of candidates 
played a big role.

The carve-up of seats between 
the Coalition and Labor is not so 
different to the last Parliament, 
which does not refl ect signifi cant 
changes taking place in the political 
landscape.

The rise of the extreme right, 
neo-fascist forces is not refl ected in 
seats at this stage. Neither Palmer’s 
UAP nor Hanson’s One Nation won 
seats in the Lower House but none-
the-less they are playing a signifi cant 
role in driving the political agenda 
to the right, in particular that of the 
Coalition parties.

This is a global trend, as can 
be seen in the current EU elections 
where the extreme right forces are 
organising.

A large number of small ultra-
right parties and ultra-Christian 
organisations focused their prop-
aganda on attacking the Labor 
Party and Greens. These include 
the Liberal Democratic Party, 
Conservative National Party, 
Shooters and Fishers, Christian 
Democratic Party, Democratic Labor 
Party, Fraser Anning’s Conservative 
National Party, Australian People’s 
Party and Citizens Electoral Council.

Most of them failed to get half a 
percent of the vote.

Senate
There are 40 Senate seats at 

stake in this election with the other 
36 positions continuing until the next 
elections. Senate counting is far from 
complete with a number of seats still 
undecided. The AEC predicts a total 
of 17 Coalition, 13 for Labor, six for 
the Greens, one for Jacqui Lambie 
Network, and the remainder unclear, 
depending on preference fl ows.

The UAP and One Nation on 
average, nationally won 3.4 and 3.0 
percent respectively, with consider-
able variations between states and 
electorates.

These neo-fascist forces should 
not be underestimated. They are 
having an impact on the overall 
political climate as the Coalition, 
in particular, pursues their potential 
electorate and do deals with them. 
They will work tirelessly from now 
until the next elections and have 
huge resources backing them.

Scorched earth 
agenda

Regardless of the fi nal outcomes, 
the left and progressive forces in 
Australia have a massive battle 
ahead. The Coalition ran a negative 
election campaign attacking Labor 
while revealing very few policies. 
But it has an agenda, scripted by 
big business and right-wing think 
tanks such as the Institute of Public 
Affairs.

This agenda is centred around 
large corporate and personal income 
tax cuts for the wealthy; gutting of 
the public service; social security 

cuts; massive expansion of coal 
mining; further cuts to penalty and 
wage rates; outlawing the right to 
strike; replacing EBAs with indi-
vidual, non-union employment 
contracts; further privatisations; 
and environmental vandalism with 
destruction of Barrier Reef and 
deregulation of land clearing and 
water usage.

Key to this economic and social 
agenda is the crippling of, bank-
rupting and destruction of the trade 
union movement. The union move-
ment faces the possibility of an 
extension of the Australian Building 
and Construction Commission to all 
industries, to all trade unions. The 
aim of the Coalition’s masters is a 
life without unions.

After all it is the trade union 
movement that presents the main 
barrier to the ambitions of big 
business.

It is imperative for their survival 
that trade unions stand up, fi ght back 
and take the struggle to a new level. 
They cannot do this alone. It will 
need the broadest movement pos-
sible involving community organi-
sations and left and progressive 
organisations and activists.

The Communist Party of 
Australia is committed to working 
to build the strongest and broadest 
movement possible to ensure work-
ers’ rights are protected and the 
Coalition government cannot enact 
its agenda. The campaign to defeat 
the Coalition government begins 
now. 

Correction
The page one article in issue #1868 of the Guardian (May 15, 2019) under the title “May 18 
election: Axe the privateers” stated: “Labor hopes to bring in an additional $32 billion over 10 
years by restricting negative gearing to new dwellings and reducing the capital gains tax from 
50 to 25 percent of a person’s marginal tax rate.” The word “concession” was omitted. It should 
have read: “Labor hopes to bring in an additional $32 billion over 10 years by restricting negative 
gearing to new dwellings and reducing the capital gains tax concession from 50 to 25 percent of a 
person’s marginal tax rate.”
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Aboriginal opponents of the 
proposed Adani coal mine have 
accused “right-wing politicians” 
of stirring up fear and loath-
ing after a woman was injured 
at a gathering in Clermont, 
Queensland. Police allege Clinton 
Morris McDonald, 41, entered 
the entertainment ring at the 
showgrounds on horseback and 
struck a 61-year-old woman who 
was heading for a gate.

The woman was travelling in 
the Bob Brown Foundation’s “Stop 
Adani” convoy, which held a rally at 
Clermont, and was fl own to Mackay 
Base Hospital in a stable condition.

McDonald was charged with 
dangerous operation of a vehicle 
[namely a horse] causing grievous 
bodily harm, common assault, tres-
pass and obstructing police.

He cried in the dock when he 
appeared in the Mackay Magistrates 
Court.

McDonald was granted bail 
and the matter was adjourned for 
mention in August in Clermont 
Magistrates Court.

Wangan and Jagalingou 
Family Council spokesman Adrian 
Burragubba said the incident was 
the consequence of the fear and 
loathing being stirred up by right-
wing politicians who came to 
Clermont on the weekend of the 
convoy.

“This act should be condemned 

by them without reservation. 
Australians should be united against 
this kind of politically motivated 
violence,” he said.

“Adani must also distance them-
selves from this. They cannot hide 
behind PR on this matter. They give 
fi nancial support to the Liberal and 
National Parties and One Nation 
through political donations. They 
have thanked them and Clive 
Palmer’s United Australia Party, and 
the people who came to Clermont 
to protest against the Bob Brown 
convoy, for their support.

“We organised the Karmoo 
Dreaming event as a celebration of 
our people as water protectors. 

“We welcomed the Bob Brown 
Foundation. We take our obligation 
to fulfi l our laws and customs very 
seriously.

“This attack took place on our 
country, at our event. This is an 
attack on us. We were practising our 
culture under our fl ag, which repre-
sents our primary connection as tra-
ditional custodians of this place.

“This event was not a protest. 
We were having a peaceful gather-
ing and we were sharing our culture 
and law with these visitors. This 
was not a ‘Stop Adani’ rally. It was 
a sign of our goodwill, regardless of 
political views, and we were shown 
the appropriate respect by those 
present.”
Koori Mail 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, October 2007

Right-wing politicians 
stir fear and loathing

Australian Uber drivers in mass strikes
Bryan Menegus

A broad coalition planning action 
against ridesharing giant Uber 
in over a dozen cities received 
international reinforcements 
this month: Australian drivers 
announced their intention to join 
the mass strike. The Rideshare 
Driver Cooperative and Transport 
Workers Union decided that, like 
workers elsewhere taking to the 
streets and demanding changes to 
the platforms and the laws that 
have undercut so many drivers, 

the good people of Straya might 
like to have a go at voicing their 
displeasure with Uber, too.

Starting at 10:30 am, drivers in 
Sydney, Brisbane, and Melbourne, 
like heaps of others, signed off their 
apps and demonsrated. “Uber’s 
drivers continue to reduce driver 
rates (which are already below 
minimum wage),” the Transport 
Workers Union wrote, “deactivate 
drivers with no notice or right to 
appeal and refuse to support drivers 
even when they are beaten or sexu-
ally assaulted.”

The protests, set to coincide 
with Uber’s decision to go public 
at a nauseating valuation of around 
$143 billion, are far from the 
fi rst demonstration drivers have 
staged against the company or its 
chief rival Lyft, but they’re set to 
be the largest by far. Rideshare 
Drivers United chapters in LA, San 
Diego, and Georgia were joined 
by the New York Taxi Workers 
Alliance, Gig Workers Rising in 
San Fransisco, Boston Independent 
Drivers Guild, and other groups rep-
resenting Connecticut, Washington 

DC, Chicago, and Philly in turning 
off their apps en masse and refusing 
to subsidise the platform’s bosses.

Drivers in the UK associated 
with the Independent Workers 
Union of Great Britain announced 
that they’d also be joining in, 
with drivers demonstrating in 
London, Nottingham, Glasgow, and 
Birmingham.

Lyft, which went public shortly 
before Uber, is still seeing its stock 
price plummet, and analysts believe 
the threat of the forthcoming strike 
is at least partly to blame. To our 

knowledge, this will also be the fi rst 
mass action against Uber to include 
an elected offi cial, in the form of 
Virginia delegate Lee Carter.

In addition to seeking a more 
equitable working arrangement 
with Uber, these groups are asking 
that riders seek other modes of 
transportation. However, each of 
these boycotts will be occurring at 
slightly different times owing to 
the decisions of the local coalitions 
involved.
gizmodo 

Sydney

Our Path
A century of compelling history unfolds before 
the viewer’s eyes in this 100-minute-long film.

Rare archival documents, dramatised historical re-enactments and original 
music are all carefully combined to help create this significant production, 

in which over 100 volunteers took part.

Friends of KKE Sydney invite you 
to the screening of: Our Path

A documentary celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the Communist Party of Greece (KKE) with English subtitles.

Sunday May 26 at 5 pm Thursday May 30 at 5 pm
Greek Community Club

206-210 Lakemba Street Lakemba

Free Entry
More info: friendskkesydney@gmail.com
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Last week’s NAPLAN online debacle has 
shattered any confi dence that the teach-
ing profession has in NAPLAN going for-
ward. According to reports received by the 
Australian Education Union (AEU) from 
its members, the shambolic situation left 
thousands of public school students unable 
to log on or fi nish the test due to NAPLAN 
online connectivity issues, leaving many 
students in tears after repeatedly losing 
work (NAPLAN is a National Assessment 
Program – Literacy and Numeracy, an 
annual assessment of students in Years 3, 
5, 7 and 9).

AEU federal president Correna Haythorpe 
said that education authorities had ignored 
warnings to abandon NAPLAN online after 
last year’s disaster. She said that this meant 
that teachers could no longer trust the test or 
the results it produced.

“It is clearer than ever that NAPLAN is 
in no way fi t for purpose, and that the farcical 
move to NAPLAN online has been hasty and 
ill-conceived,” Haythorpe said.

“After last year’s debacle with the deliv-
ery of NAPLAN online, federal Education 
Minister Dan Tehan had the opportunity to 
institute a full review of NAPLAN. However 
he failed to do so.

“Minister Tehan’s lack of leadership on 
this issue has exacerbated the stress imposed 
on students by this high stakes and pressurised 
test. We have had principals from across the 
country telling us that many students were in 
tears.”

NAPLAN has already been widely 
condemned within the teaching profes-
sion. Following the chaos of the widespread 
NAPLAN online IT outages, the AEU says no 
one can have any faith in the data which is pro-
duced by this round of testing.

According to reports from AEU members:
• Some schools were advised to re-sit the test 

again the next day, while others were told to 
just battle on and fi nish it.

• Students ended up with shortened time to 
complete the test due to being blocked out 
of the NAPLAN portal (one student had a 
total of seven minutes to do his writing).

• Students lost all their work, started again, 
lost all their work again, and fi nally gave 
up.

“ACARA’s response to both the 2018 
NAPLAN online debacle and yesterday’s IT 
collapse clearly demonstrates that it is more 
concerned with preserving the testing regime 
than ensuring the valid, consistent and reli-
able assessment of student achievement,” 
Haythorpe said.

“ACARA (The Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority) has 
had months and months to fi x the widespread 
issues from last year, but this year things are 
even worse. How can anyone have any faith 
that this is a valid testing process when we 
have such signifi cant issues? It’s absurd.”

“The Morrison government has squibbed 
on the issue of a comprehensive NAPLAN 
review and this is the result. We have raised 
the importance of this issue with the federal 
Education Council headed up by Minister 
Tehan. We demand answers.”

Victorian Education Minister James 

Merlino responded to the crisis by advising 
schools that they do not have to participate in 
NAPLAN online.

A recent AEU survey of more than 6,000 
teachers found that 65 percent said publica-
tion of NAPLAN data had led to a noticeable 
increase in the stress levels of students in the 
lead up to the test, while 61 percent said pub-
lication of NAPLAN data had led to a greater 
focus on preparing for the test, including 
pre-testing.

Haythorpe said that NAPLAN was 
extremely damaging to school curriculums and 
teaching strategies. She said it had impacted 
on teacher health and wellbeing, lowered 
staff morale, while the increased publication 
of league tables had negatively impacted on 
school reputations and their capacity to attract 
and retain students and staff.

International assessment experts found 
last year that “the design and execution of 
NAPLAN make it so fl awed that its results are 
of very limited use to students, parents, and 
schools”.

The AEU has repeatedly called on federal 
government to show some leadership and be 
completely transparent about fi nding the solu-
tions to the issues being experienced with 
NAPLAN online.

Haythorpe said that a teacher’s assessment 
of their student was preferable to any standard-
ised NAPLAN assessment.

“A child’s education cannot simply be 
encapsulated as a number in a spreadsheet – we 
need a much more holistic assessment process 
which is connected to the daily learning that 
occurs in our schools,” Haythorpe said.

“The best form of assessment is the 
informed judgment of a teacher. Teachers make 
sure that the full range of factors infl uencing a 
child’s learning are considered when conduct-
ing learning assessments. Given the signifi cant 
concerns of the teaching profession, it is time 
to end NAPLAN and develop a new assess-
ment strategy that has teachers and students at 
its heart,” Haythorpe stated. 

Teachers have 
lost faith in NAPLAN

Australia

Day of action to save Australian shipping
Thousands of international 
transport workers and their 
unions have taken take part in 
rallies outside Australian embas-
sies and consulates around the 
world, as part of a global day of 
action to support Aussie seafar-
ers and demand a strong future 
for Australia’s domestic ship-
ping industry.

The day of action, involv-
ing workers on every conti-
nent, has been organised by the 
International Transport Workers’ 
Federation to highlight the fact 
that the future of Australia’s 
domestic shipping industry is 
hanging in the balance at the 
Federal Election.

Australian seafarers will 
also hold a series of events in 
a number of cities and regional 
centres, sending a clear message 
that to save Australian shipping, 
the country needs to change the 
rules, and to do that voters need to 
change the government.

ITF Cabotage Task Force chair 
Jim Given said transport workers 
around the globe stand shoulder 
to shoulder with Aussie seafarers 
and will not sit idle while jobs are 
taken from the Australian coast.

“The current conservative 
government in Australia has taken 
an active position not to support 

the domestic shipping industry 
that has resulted in the decline of 
Australian fl ag vessels and the loss 
of thousands of Australian seafar-
ing jobs,” Given said.

“The opposition Labor Party 
have declared their support for 
Australian seafarers and prom-
ised to implement a coastal trade 
policy with an Australian strategic 
fl eet if elected. This is not only 
good news for the MUA but good 
news for the cabotage fi ght glo-
bally as it will be another example 
to help guide the worlds’ policy 
makers.”

Maritime Union of Australia 
national secretary Paddy Crumlin 
said the election was a referendum 
on the future of Australia’s coastal 
shipping industry, with the out-
come to set a precedent for other 
nations.

“The Liberals and Nationals 
have driven a race to the bottom 
on the Australian coast, with 
highly-skilled Australian seafarers 
replaced by fl ag of convenience 
vessels registered in notorious tax 
havens and crewed by exploited 
foreign visa workers paid as little 
as $2 per hour,” Crumlin said.

“Just this year, the federal gov-
ernment not only stood by when 
BHP axed the last two Australian 
iron ore vessels – ending a trade 

that had existed for a century – 
but it signed off on the tempo-
rary licences that allowed the 80 
Aussie seafarers from those ves-
sels to be replaced with exploited 
overseas visa workers.

“The federal government 
hasn’t just sat on its hands while 
Australia’s shipping industry 
shrunk, it actively supported that 
decline by signing off on tempo-
rary licences that allowed Aussie 
seafarers to be replaced.

“You can’t have a strong, 
secure economy if the nation is 
completely reliant on foreign ves-
sels to provide our fuel, bring 
in our goods, carry our exports, 
or move products around the 
coastline.

“That’s why our members 
have been campaigning hard in 
their local communities to high-
light that if Australians want to 
see a strong domestic shipping 
industry, they need to change the 
government so we can change 
the rules and Save Australian 
Shipping.

“The fact that thousands of 
transport workers around the 
world will be joining this global 
day of action highlights the impor-
tance of this fi ght and the global 
signifi cance of saving Australia’s 
shipping industry.” 
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Overworked nurses and carers are being 
spat at in the street, abused in shopping 
centres and physically and emotionally har-
assed and vilifi ed, being made the “scape-
goats” for the crisis in aged care, according 
to a new national survey of thousands of 
residential aged care workers.

Conducted by the Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation (ANMF) The National 
Aged Care Survey (the Survey), reveals how 
nursing home workers are unfairly being har-
assed and bullied with a new intensity as a 
result of shocking evidence exposed in the 
Royal Commission and on Four Corners, 
whilst aged care providers and governments 
weren’t being held accountable for the sys-
temic failures in aged care.

Over 2,700 aged care workers participated 
in the Survey, between March 26-April 12 this 
year, with participants asked to outline their 
main concerns about the current dire situation 
in residential aged care: 
• 90 percent said inadequate staffi ng to 

provide basic care of residents;
• 61 percent said lack of experience/

qualifi cations of staff;
• 51 percent said current Commonwealth 

funding;
• 38 percent said greater transparency/

accountability for Commonwealth funding;
• 36 percent said quality/amount of food for 

residents.
In heart-breaking detail, nurses and carers 

recounted the suffering of elderly residents, 
who weren’t given basic care as a result of 
chronic understaffi ng and how staff were the 
ones being unfairly blamed by their employ-
ers – for the providers’ own inadequacies, with 
government offering little, or no support:
• “Violence and aggression toward staff, 

especially towards carers by residents with 
dementia and mental illness.”

• “Bullying, intimidation and scapegoating 
from management, which reduces 
everyone’s confi dence, which in turn can 
also affect how we work for our residents 
...”

• “Ongoing excessive workloads for nurses 
and carers ... “

• “Staff are being intimidated by 
management/ACFI co-ordinator ... Often 
I am requested to lie when I do clinical 
paperwork so we get more funding.”

• “3 carers and just 1 RN for more than 140 
residents overnight.”

• “Residents missing out being fed, toileted 
... residents being parked in front of TV in 
dementia wings.”

• “Residents sit in wet pads for hours because 
there aren’t enough staff on the fl oor.”

• “We are understaffed, underpaid and 
overworked.”

Commenting on the fi ndings of the Survey, 
which included responses from nurses and 
carers in every State and Territory, ANMF fed-
eral secretary Annie Butler says it “presents 
a bleak picture of aged care in Australia” and 
points to a clear abrogation of duty by govern-
ments and aged care providers.

“Since our last staff survey in 2016, nurses 
and carers describe the situation in aged care 
as one approaching despair; with the feelings 
of desperation most acutely affecting aged 
care workers themselves. They identifi ed inad-
equate staffi ng levels, staff qualifi cations and 
experience and the subsequent inability to meet 
both basic and higher clinical care standards 
as their key concerns in aged care – there are 
simply not enough staff with the right mix of 
skills to care for the number and type of resi-
dents in aged care facilities.

“Deteriorating staffi ng levels and over-
whelming workloads are having terrible con-
sequences on their physical and emotional 
health and professional safety. Despite their 
best efforts and intentions, staff simply cannot 
manage the workload demanded of them.”

Aged care workers also identifi ed feeling 
the increasing pressure of being held respon-
sible for the failings of the aged care system 
rather than the system itself and the authorities 
who are meant to be responsible for ensuring 
its safety and quality being held accountable.

Nurses and carers have become the scape-
goats for the abuse and neglect, which has 
existed for some time, but is being exposed 
now through the Royal Commission and the 
ABC Four Corners program.

Staff report being spat on in the street, 
abused in shopping centres, vilifi ed in national 
and local media and blamed, harassed and bul-
lied with a new intensity by their management 
and employers.

They believe many aged care employers, 
managers and executives lack the necessary 
skills to run aged care facilities effectively, so 

quickly resort to blaming staff for their own 
inadequacies. Staff also level this criticism at 
the government, which they describe not only 
as unskilled but worse, uncaring and without 
empathy. And the pervasive lack of transpar-
ency in the sector permits all this to continue.

They describe the lack of value they feel 
they have to their employers and to society and 
a sense of futility in trying to cope with the 
ever-increasing demands of a very unsupport-
ive environment.

“Right now, aged care workers are the only 
thing holding this broken system together and 
they want to be able to take pride in the work 
that they do, they want to give our elderly the 
best standard of care possible, and they want 
to be able to deliver that care in environments 
that are safe and supportive for themselves,” 
said Annie Butler. “But we’re not letting them 
do that.

“Years of inaction from consecutive 

Coalition governments have perpetuated 
the chronic failures of Australia’s aged care 
system, leaving good workers defeated and 
broken and our most vulnerable elderly aban-
doned, neglected and suffering. The ANMF is 
calling on all political parties to make an elec-
tion commitment to mandate minimum staff-
ing levels for aged care right now and to stop 
ignoring the pleas from nurses and carers on 
the frontline who have provided fi rst-hand 
accounts of the devastating effects of chronic 
understaffi ng.

“All political parties must acknowledge 
that we cannot wait another 18 months until 
the conclusion of the Royal Commission – the 
pain and the suffering of the elderly in our care 
must be an election priority and a commitment 
to mandate minimum staffi ng levels is where 
they must start.”
To view the Survey Report, go to 
bit.ly/ANMFAgedCareSurvey19Report 

Australia

Nurses and carers 
and the crisis in aged care

Penalty rates cut ... 
but no new jobs

Privatisation: 
profi ts before 
passengers

The proof is in: after two years 
of penalty rate cuts no extra 
jobs have been created, accord-
ing to new research released 
by Macquarie University 
and Wollongong University 
economists.

The damning analysis of job 
growth fi gures for weekend work 
found employer groups relied on 
“fl awed” evidence that was “indirect 
and tangential at best, and biased at 
worst” to argue jobs would be cre-
ated by penalty rate cuts.

Jo-Anne Schofi eld, national sec-
retary, United Voice union, said:

“It’s unbelievable there are low-
paid workers in Australia who have 
had their pay packets go backwards 
under penalty rate cuts because 
of flawed, biased evidence from 
employer groups.

“The facts are in: this govern-
ment and their big business mates 
delivered a pay cut these workers did 
not deserve and certainly can’t afford 
without one new job being created.”

The research reveals argu-
ments in favour of penalty rate cuts 
mounted by employer groups and 
cheered on by the Liberal-National 
government have been nothing more 

than a vicious attack on low-paid 
workers.

Even business now admits 
the cheer squad is wrong, with a 
major business group saying Scott 
Morrison’s cuts to penalty rates had 
“failed to create one new job”.

But the attacks haven’t stopped.
For example Restaurant and 

Catering Australia wants to cut ALL 
penalty rates and pay workers a fl at 
rate across seven days. No wonder 
workers are asking “who’s next?” for 
a penalty rate cut. 

South Australian Transport 
Minister Stephan Knoll MP will 
not rule out privatisation of 
Adelaide metropolitan train and 
tram services. Rail Tram and Bus 
Union SA/NT secretary Darren 
Phillips said the privatisation of 
public transport services would 
impact on children, the elderly 
and people with disabilities.

“The Liberals’ short track 
record in government is appalling 
in this space, and is highlighted by 
their archaic privatisation agenda.

“Privatisation would ultimately 
lead to increased fares as a pri-
vate operator would seek to make 
a profi t from what is now a public 
asset.

“This would occur along the 
same lines as what happened with 
the privatisation of the state’s elec-
tricity assets.”

Phillips said RTBU members 
were disappointed that the minister 
failed to express confi dence in them 
and the essential public service they 
provide every day.

“The South Australian govern-
ment’s privatisation agenda is a real 
concern for South Australians.

“We have seen the net result of 
past privatisation. There is a grow-
ing body of evidence that privatisa-
tion does not deliver public services 
more cheaply.

“Cuts to public transport serv-
ices impact on those who can least 
afford it and are most vulnerable in 
our community – including children 
travelling to and from school, and 
the elderly or people with disabili-
ties who cannot drive.

“Privatisation is not in the 
public interest.” 

Find out more about the

Communist Party of Australia
web www.cpa.org.au email cpa@cpa.org.au
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Throughout the centuries, there have 
been waves of discontent as the oppressed 
attempted to throw off their shackles in 
whatever way they could: rising up and, in 
many instances, seeing their protests bru-
tally extinguished. Protests begin like the 
gentle ripple of waves which re-arrange 
the atoms of sand on the beach, but those 
waves, when whipped up into tumultuous 
seas, crash against the rocks, gradually 
bringing the whole edifi ce down. Perhaps 
this is not a good analogy as headlands do 
not oppress; nature does not oppress, only 
man does that, and the oppressed – like the 
rising tide – keep sweeping in to change the 
topography of an unjust society.

The Chartists
The Chartists, were just one of many 

movements down the years, attempting to 
change injustices. Before their demands in 
1838, the English nobility had, in 1815, intro-
duced the Corn Laws ostensibly to create an 
economic blockade to Napoleonic France by 
stopping the import of French corn. This had 
caused the unrest that occurred in Manchester 
in 1819, brought on by the high food prices that 
resulted from these Corn Laws: 60,000 people, 
including women and children, had peacefully 
assembled to hear Henry Hunt speak. However, 
the privileged classes, petrifi ed of an immi-
nent Jacobin revolution in England (following 
on from the French Revolution) ordered the 
Manchester yeomanry to arrest the speakers, 
which action escalated with a charge made by 
the 15th Hussars and the Cheshire Volunteers, 

who proceeded to cut down and injure over 
500 people and kill 11. This event, known as 
“Peterloo” because it was held on St Peter’s 
Fields a few years after the Battle of Waterloo, 
has gone down in history as a symbol of Tory 
callousness and tyranny.

So, by 1838 landowners had no interest in 
repealing the Corn Laws – still having a vested 
interest as they were growing rich. The right 
to vote was not universal, only landed gentry 
could become members of Parliament and were 
lining their pockets even though this was still 
creating hardship for the urban working class. 
Their meagre earnings could only just keep 
them alive and therefore manufactures suf-
fered, then workers were laid off causing an 
economic downward spiral. (Similar to eco-
nomic conditions in 2019 where large corpo-
rations whilst making large profi ts, attempt to 
pay workers less and less while expecting their 
goods to be bought).

One hundred and ninety years ago, in 
1838, a People’s Charter was drawn up for the 
London Working Men’s Association (LWMA) 
by William Lovett and Francis Place, two self-
educated radicals, in consultation with other 
members of LWMA. The Charter had six 
demands:
• All men (21+) to have the vote (universal 

manhood suffrage)
• Voting should take place by secret ballot;
• Parliamentary elections every year, not 

once every fi ve years to check the bribery 
and intimidation involved in buying 
constituencies;

• Constituencies should be of equal size to 
allow same amount of representation;

• Members of Parliament should be paid 

allowing persons of modest means to attend 
Parliament;

• The property qualifi cation for becoming a 
Member of Parliament should be abolished 
to allow constituencies to return the man of 
their choice.

This became known as the Chartist 
Movement, a working-class movement seek-
ing political reform in Britain. It existed from 
1838–1857 and its strongholds for support 
were mainly the industrial north of England, 
the Staffordshire Potteries, the Black Country 
and the coal mines of South Wales. In 1839, 
1842 and 1848 petitions, signed by millions of 
working people were presented to the House 
of Commons, and were ignored. The Chartists 
were, in the main, relying on constitutional 
methods though insurrections did take place in 
areas of acute hardship, such as South Wales.

Because many of the spinners were 
women, this movement saw the foundation 
of women entering the debate in a very male 
dominated society and saw them forming 
unions such as the very active Ashton Female 
Political Union in Lancashire.

The six demands of The Charter were pow-
erful demands made at a time when the English 
aristocracy maintained only they were fi t to 
rule: and, of course, still thinks this. Karl Marx 
commented that these politically active mem-
bers of the British working class were, through 
these demands, simply demanding universal 
suffrage. He stated that:

Universal suffrage is the equivalent of 
political power for the working class of 
England, where the proletariat form the large 
majority of the population, where, in a long, 
though underground civil war, it has gained a 
clear consciousness of its position as a class, 
and where even the rural districts know no 
longer any peasants, but landlords, industrial 
capitalists (farmers) and hired labourers. The 
carrying of universal suffrage in England 
would, therefore, be a far more socialistic 
measure than anything which has been 
honoured with that name on the Continent. 
Its inevitable result here, is the political 
supremacy of the working class.

Eureka Stockade
Although the Chartists’ demands were 

not met in Britain until years later, their ideas 
played a major role in the development of 
democracy on the Australian Goldfi elds – spe-
cifi cally the outcome of the Eureka Stockade 
at Ballarat. Due to the gold rush, in the years 
between 1851 and 1860, Victoria’s population 
increased seven-fold from 76,000 to 540,000, 
which caused consternation for the govern-
ment. There were limited fi nances to provide 
services and the colonial budget was already 
in defi cit, so the Governor of NSW, Charles 
Fitzroy and Lt-Governor of Victoria, Charles 
La Trobe, decided that an outrageous impo-
sition of a 30-shilling a month licence fee on 
miners would both raise funds and deter the 
fl ood of people decamping to the diggings.

The miners, many of whom had partici-
pated in the Chartist movement for political 
reform in Britain and others who had been 
involved in the anti-authoritarian revolutions 
in Europe, voiced their concerns on this exorbi-
tant imposition but were ignored. Adding to the 
discontent was the action of the police on the 
goldfi elds accused of extorting money, accept-
ing bribes and imprisoning people without due 
cause and process. This ill-feeling was brought 
to a head in October 1854 when a Scottish 
miner, James Scobie was killed in an alterca-
tion with the proprietor of the Eureka Hotel 
who was then found innocent. This was seen 
as a miscarriage of justice and the hotel was 
burnt to the ground. 

With growing hostility on both sides it 
inevitably led to the ignominious result of the 
Eureka Stockade where, in response to the 
miners and supporters gathering to have their 
demands dealt with, the Commissioner of the 
Ballarat goldfi elds, Robert Rede brought in the 

police and the army. On Sunday, December 
3, 1854, 300 mounted and foot troopers, and 
police attacked, killing 22 protesters with six 
soldiers also killed. 113 miners were arrested 
and 13 taken to Melbourne where Governor 
Hotham called for a Goldfi elds Commission 
of Enquiry.

However, because there was solid oppo-
sition from Victorians over the government’s 
handling of the protest the 13 leaders of the 
rebellion were tried by jury and released. By 
March 1855, the Commission recommended 
removal of the licence fee to be replaced by 
an export duty and a nominal ₤1 per annum 
miner’s right. The gold commissioners who 
had been responsible for handing out licences 
(and were mostly corrupt) were replaced by 
one warden and half of the goldfi elds police 
were sacked.

Twelve new members were added to the 
Victorian Legislative Council – four appointed 
by the Queen and eight elected by diggers 
holding miner’s rights, and Peter Lalor, one 
of the leaders of the Eureka protest, became a 
Member of Parliament. It was a victory for the 
miners and proved a key step to the introduc-
tion of male suffrage in Victoria in 1857, fol-
lowed by female suffrage in 1908.

Eight-hour Day
Eureka had been infl uenced by the skilled 

tradesmen, (many active in the Chartist 
Movement), who had arrived in Victoria. These 
men subsequently became prominent in cam-
paigns for better working conditions through-
out Australia, with workers also beginning to 
campaign and win an eight-hour day around 
this time.

The Stonemasons’ Society in Sydney 
issued an ultimatum to employers on August 
18, 1855 saying that after six months masons 
would work only an eight-hour day. Due to the 
rapid increase in population caused by the gold 
rushes, many buildings were being constructed, 
so skilled labour was scarce. Stonemasons 
working on the Holy Trinity Church and the 
Mariners’ Church (an evangelical mission to 
seafarers), decided not to wait and pre-emp-
tively went on strike, thus winning the eight-
hour day by early March 1856, but with a 
reduction in wages to match.

Agitation was also occurring in Melbourne 
where the craft unions were more mili-
tant. Stonemasons working on Melbourne 
University downed tools on April 21, 1856 
and marched to Parliament House with other 
members of the building trade. The move-
ment in Melbourne was led by veteran char-
tists and mason James Stephens, TW Vine and 
James Galloway. The government agreed that 
workers employed on public works should 
enjoy an eight-hour day with no loss of pay 
and Stonemasons celebrated with a holiday 
and procession on May 12, 1856 when about 
700 people marched representing 19 trades. 
By 1858 the eight-hour day was fi rmly estab-
lished in the building industry and by 1860 the 
eight-hour day was fairly widely worked in 
Victoria. From 1879 the eight-hour day was a 
public holiday in Victoria. The initial success 
in Melbourne led to the decision to organise 
a movement, to actively spread the eight-hour 
idea, and secure the condition generally.

In 1903, at the unveiling of the Eight Hour 
Day monument funded by public subscrip-
tion, veteran socialist Tom Mann spoke to a 
crowd of a thousand people. The campaign 
to extend the reduction in hours for all work-
ers in Australia was still being fought by trade 
unions right up until 1916 when the Victoria 
Eight Hours Act was passed for all workers in 
the state. However, it took until the 1920s for 
this to be achieved nationally.

It took almost 70 years to achieve an eight-
hour day for all workers and one hundred years 
later it is gradually being dismantled.

The Great Strike of 1917
Again, in Australia, another signifi cant 

strike at the Eveleigh Railway Workshops in 
Sydney almost brought the country to its knees, 
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involving 100,000 nationwide. These work-
shops were of great importance in Australia’s 
industrial, military and social history, hold-
ing a most complete set of late 19th and early 
20th century light and medium engineering 
technologies.

The Eveleigh site was also used to manu-
facture munitions in World War I, and is sig-
nifi cant in the history of Australian unionism 
– in 1892 unions had successfully negotiated 
to establish a six-day working week, and the 
3,000 workers there were responsible for a 
strike, in 1917, which eventually spread across 
Australia.

The trigger for the strike was the introduc-
tion of a new labour costing system brought 
in by the New South Wales Department of 
Railways and Tramways. This was a time and 
motion study using cards to record the tasks 
each worker was assigned and the time it 
took them to complete those tasks. The con-
cern of the workers was the right to view or 
modify their card, and the potential use of the 
card system to identify (and presumably dis-
miss) “slow” or “ineffi cient” workers. The 
strike began at the Randwick Workshops and 
Eveleigh Carriage Shops with workers walk-
ing off the job in protest. Their cause was taken 
up throughout the New South Wales railway 
system, and eventually spread to other indus-
tries and states.

However, it is necessary to look outside the 
railways to explain the extraordinary spread 
of the dispute. Class tensions had been build-
ing during the war, and the Piddington Royal 
Commission in 1920 reported that real wages 
in Australia fell by approximately 30 percent 
between 1914 and 1919. The combination of 
anger at the attempt to introduce conscription 
and the disaffection of Irish-Australians (a con-
siderable portion of the Australian population, 
concentrated mostly in the working class), pro-
vided the atmosphere of class tension in which 
the strike exploded. The time and motion study 
was the match that lit the tinder.

Strike spreads
The strikes all began with rank and fi le 

walkouts and were only afterwards made offi -
cial. Even on the railways, signifi cant sections 
had walked out before August 6, 1917. The 
strike then spread to the coal mines in NSW, 
the waterfront and the seamen. Groups of 
workers would continue to join the strike right 
up until September on the principle of refus-
ing to work with a delivery of coal or of goods 
from the waterfront. When the Melbourne 
waterfront joined the strike on August 11, a 
similar spread occurred throughout Melbourne. 
Other signifi cant additions to the ranks of strik-
ers were the Broken Hill mines, the Wonthaggi 
coal mine in Victoria, sugar refi neries, timber 
workers, meat workers and gas workers in 
Sydney. When waterside workers in Port 
Pirie refused to unload a delivery of NSW 
coal, threatening the operation of the refi nery 
which provided the majority of the lead used 
for munitions on the Western Front, the Prime 
Minister, WM Hughes, declared Port Pirie a 
military zone to ensure its continued operation.

The strike was accompanied by scenes 
of mass protest. There were daily demonstra-
tions in Sydney and Melbourne. At one point 
Adela Pankhurst led a crowd of 20,000 to con-
front the police outside federal parliament in 
Melbourne. In Sydney, the daily rallies peaked 
every Sunday with crowds of up to 150,000.

The government at both state and federal 
level responded by organising strike-break-
ing on a mass scale. A feature of this was a 

large number of middle class men who were 
described as “volunteers”, particularly from 
rural areas. University students and the upper 
forms and masters of private schools in Sydney 
and Melbourne were also prominent. The 
strike-breakers were housed at the SCG and at 
Taronga Zoo in Sydney.

Strike-breakers
Strike-breakers from rural Victoria were 

sent to the Maitland coal fi eld in the Hunter 
Valley of NSW where they were set to work in 
two large pits. In addition to the “volunteers” 
around a third of the railway service in NSW 
continued working, enabling a skeleton service 
to operate. The railways in NSW had signifi -
cant reserves of coal, but the Victorian railways 
nearly ran out.

On September 9, 1917 the Defence 
Committee, (an ad hoc committee of trade 
union offi cials based in the NSW Trades and 
Labour Council), declared the strike over on 
terms which amounted to a complete capitu-
lation. The decision was denounced as a sell-
out in a series of furious mass meetings and, 
when it was clear that hundreds would be 
victimised, many groups of railway workers 
resumed strike action. Let down by the unions, 
the strikers drifted back to work and, after 
two weeks, the railway strike had ended. The 
miners and waterside workers, the two groups 
most affected by strike-breakers remained 
on strike till November, in a vain attempt to 
remove the scabs (“volunteers”). In the case of 
the Melbourne waterfront, the strike continued 
until December.

The defeat was a heavy blow for the labour 
movement and was a major factor in encour-
aging Billy Hughes, the Prime Minister, to 
attempt a second conscription referendum in 
December 1917. The referendum was defeated, 
however, and the unions had recovered their 
strength by 1919, driving out the strike-break-
ers in the coal mines and the Melbourne water-
front. A massive strike-wave that year was 
spearheaded by some of the groups of workers 
that had shared in the defeat of 1917, particu-
larly the Broken Hill miners and the seamen. 

1949 Miners’ Strike
In 1949, 23,000 coal miners withdraw 

their labour (between June 27 and August 15). 
The dispute dominated Australian politics at 
the time and saw elements of revolution and 

counter-revolution rarely seen on Australian 
soil, marking a turning point between two dis-
tinct periods in working class struggle.

After the Second World War internation-
ally, social democratic parties were winning 
landslide election victories. Workers were 
strengthened by the Soviet Red Army’s crush-
ing of the Nazis, and Communist parties eve-
rywhere increased membership. There was 
also a feeling that people were not prepared 
to return to the “Upstairs, Downstairs” class 
system – especially in the UK – they wanted 
a “fair go”. Australia had lost 40,000 men and 
women from its small population of 5 million 
and those who survived wanted better wages 
and living conditions.

The mass of ordinary people all over the 
world demanded a share of the fruits of this 
victory after six long years of world war. 

In Australia, the Australian Labor Party 
(ALP) won the 1946 federal election with a 
massive 49.7 percent of the fi rst preference 
vote in the House of Representatives and 52 
percent in the Senate. The Communist Party 
of Australia (CPA), had a strong industrial 
position with just over half of all Australian 
trade unions led by CPA members or support-
ers. The party also had 23,000 members at its 
1943 peak! There was also a CPA MP Fred 
Patterson, in the Queensland parliament and 
the CPA had control of some local councils.

The coal miners had genuine industrial 
concerns. Their union, led by CPA members, 
had relatively moderate demands such as a 
35-hour week, long service leave, and a 30 
shilling a week pay rise. They also had seri-
ous safety concerns with about 25 miners being 
killed at work every year. These claims were 
rejected by the coal owners and the negotia-
tions between miners broke down. The Mining 
Unions’ leadership decided to call mass meet-
ings for a national strike, and the vote for strike 
action was overwhelming carried.

Miners organise
The miner’s wives organised kitchens and 

prepared meals for strikers and their families. 
Crews from the men in groups fi shed, hunted 
rabbits and solicited donations; proceeds went 
into supporting the strike.

Coal supplies were in short supply. The 
Chifley Labour government called a state 
of emergency and froze the unions’ funds. 
However, the miners had been forewarned of 

this action and withdrew their funds which 
were then secreted within the community. 
Attempts by police to recover them failed and 
they remained hidden. After the strike ended 
the funds were redeposited back into the Bank. 
The names of those that had held the money 
were never revealed.

Some lessons might be learnt from this in 
today’s unions. The key Australian Railway 
Union (ARU) and the Australian Workers 
Union (AWU) were under right-wing ALP 
leaderships in 1949, with neither of these two 
important unions supporting the strike, and 
this lack of solidarity from other unions led to 
its defeat: something that was repeated during 
the 1986 Builders Labourers Federation (BLF) 
deregistration defeat, caused when craft unions 
united with the bosses, the police and Labor 
governments by agreeing to scab on BLF 
members who were barred from sites until 
they joined another union. It is important not 
to forget history.

The miners’ strike was having a serious 
effect on the national economy: coal stocks 
were becoming depleted; thousands of workers 
were losing their jobs due to power shortages. 
The ACTU (the umbrella body of the unions) 
condemned the strike, and a mass of opposi-
tion was growing against the miners. Naturally, 
the government claimed the strike was a con-
spiracy by the Communists for a takeover of 
Australia, but support for Communism among 
the miners wasn’t strong. However, the “Red 
Bogey” campaign spread by the government 
was working.

Leaders of the strike were jailed. But the 
strike continued. This led to the Labor govern-
ment – for the fi rst time in Australia’s history 
– using the armed forces to work the open cut 
mines, and it was rumoured they would use 
arms on the strikers if necessary. It just goes to 
show the lengths a Labor government was pre-
pared to go. The strike was doomed to fail with 
troops carrying out their work (2,500 troops 
worked the open cut mines at Newcastle, 
Muswellbrook and Ben Bullen and 7 other 
mines later) and right-wing unions scabbing 
instead of supporting them. The combination 
of forces was too much. What the 1949 Miners’ 
Strike did achieve was long service leave, 
which is now enjoyed throughout Australia.
Next week: Anti-union Labor-Liberal 
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The union, led by CPA members, had relatively moderate 
demands such as a 35-hour week, long service leave, and a 30 
shilling a week pay rise. They also had serious safety concerns 

with about 25 miners being killed at work every year.
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Peter Koenig

As of May 10, Donald Trump has arbi-
trarily increased tariffs on Chinese goods 
imported into the US, worth about 200 bil-
lion dollars, from 10 percent to 25 percent. 
It is an action without any foundation. An 
action that makes no sense at all, as China 
can and will retaliate – and retaliate much 
stronger than what the impact of the US’s 
new “sanctions” may bear – because these 
arbitrary tariffs are nothing else but sanc-
tions. Illegality of such foreign interference 
aside, there is hardly any serious economist 
in this world who would favour tariffs in 
international trade among “adults” any-
where and for any reason, and, of course, 
least as a punishment for a nation.

All that such sanctions do is push a part-
ner away. In this case it’s not just any partner; 
China is a key trading partner of the United 
States.

The new tariffs will hardly harm the 
American consumer. There are huge profi t 
margins by US middlemen and importers of 
Chinese goods. They are competing with each 
other within the US – and the consumer may 
not even notice a thing. However, the US econ-
omy will likely suffer, especially from Chinese 
retaliatory actions.

China has a million ways (almost) to retali-
ate. China can devalue her currency vis-à-vis 
the dollar, or China can dump some of their 
almost US$3 trillion-worth of reserves on the 
money market – just take a wild guess about 
what that would do to the hegemony of the 
dollar which is already in dire straits – with 
ever more countries departing from the use of 
dollars for international trade.

And just hypothetically, China could stop 
altogether exporting all that Walmart junk that 
American consumers love so much – just for a 
while. Or China could stop making iPhones for 
the US market. Guess what kind of an uproar 
that would trigger in the US? Or China could of 
course, levy herself high tariffs on US imports, 
or stop US imports altogether. China being 
part of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) – actually the co-founder of it – has 
many alternatives to cover her demand. No 
need to depend on the west.

Let’s not forget, the SCO which also counts 
as its members, Russia, India, Pakistan, most 
of Central Asia, and Iran poised to become a 
full-fl edged member – covers about half of the 
world population and a third of the world’s 
economic output, or GDP. No need to look to 
the west for “survival” – those times are long 
gone.

But more importantly, what all this looks 
like is the desperate thrashing around of a 
dying beast, or in this case a dying empire.

We have the US and Venezuela – threats 

after threats after threats – Maduro must go, or 
more sanctions. Indeed, according to a study 
by the Centre for Economic Policy Research 
(CEPR), these horrifying, totally illegal sanc-
tions or blockages of imports, most of them 
already paid for by Venezuela, have killed 
some 40,000 people in Venezuela. Of course, 
Washington doesn’t care about legality and 
killing, also typical for a fading mighty power 
– no respect for law and order, no respect for 
human rights and human lives. One only has to 
see what type of psychopaths are occupying the 
desks of “Foreign Minister” and of “National 
Security Advisor” or of Vice President, for that 
matter – they are all sick, but very sick and 
dangerous people.

Well, in Venezuela “regime change” didn’t 
work out – so far. National Security Advisor 
Pompeo has been clearly told off by Russia’s 
Lavrov during their recent get-together in 
Helsinki – and China is in the same line of 
supporting the government of Nicolas Maduro.

Next – Iran. Attacking Iran has been a 
dream of Bolton’s ever since the US 2003 
“Shock and Awe” invasion of Iraq. Bolton and 
Pompeo are cut from the same cloth: They 
want wars, confl icts, or if they don’t get wars, 
they want to sow fear. They want suffering. For 
now they haven’t succeeded with Venezuela: 
let’s try Iran. Pompeo – “Iran has done irregu-
lar things” – not saying what in particular he 
means – so Iran has to be punished, with yet 
more sanctions. And any argument is good.

The entire world knows, including 
the Vienna-based UN Economic Energy 
Commission, and has acknowledged umpteen 
times that Iran has fully adhered to the con-
ditions of the Nuclear Deal from which the 
US exited a year ago. Of course, no secret 
here either, this at the demand of Trump’s Big 
Friend Bibi Netanyahu. The European Union 
vassals may actually turn for their own busi-
ness interests, not for political ethics, but pure 
and simple self-interest – towards respect-
ing the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), or Nuclear Deal.

China and Russia are already holding on 
to the Deal, and they are not impressed by 
Washington’s threats. So, there is very little 
Trump and his minions can do, other than sabre 
rattling.

Therefore, the nefarious Pence-Pompeo-
Bolton trio must invent another warning: 
Should Iran or any proxy of Iran attack an ally 
of the US, Iran will be devastated. In fact, they 
consider the Houthis in Yemen who fi ght for 
their sheer survival against the US-UK-France 
– and the NATO-supported Saudis as a proxy 
for Iran. So, the US could start bombing Iran 
tomorrow. Why don’t they?

Maybe they are afraid – afraid Iran could 
lock down the Strait of Hormuz, where 60 per-
cent of US oil imports have to sail through. 

What a disaster that would be, not just for the 
US but also for the rest of the world. Oil prices 
could skyrocket. Would Washington want to 
risk a war over their irrationality?

Next – or simultaneously – is China. The 
trade war with China that started last year, then 
had a respite to the point of the recent joint 
negotiations – and suddenly the Trumpians are 
veering off again. 

China’s strong currency, the Yuan, is rap-
idly taking over the US-dollar’s reserve posi-
tion in the world. Sanctioning China with 
tariffs is supposed to weaken the Yuan; but it 
won’t.

All of these three countries, China, Iran 
and Venezuela, are threatening the US dollar’s 
world hegemony – and without that the US 

economy is dead, literally. The dollar is based 
on thin air, and on fraud – the dollar system 
used around the globe is nothing but a huge, a 
very big and monstrous Ponzi-scheme, that one 
day must be coming crashing down.

That’s what’s at stake. New FED Board 
member, Herman Cain, for example, is pledg-
ing for a new gold standard. But none of these 
last-resort US measure will work, not a new 
gold standard, not a trade and tariff war, and 
not threats of wars and destruction and “regime 
change”. Nations around the world know 
what’s going on, they know the US is in her 
last breath and are waiting for the downfall to 
continue. 
globalresearch.ca 

Desperate people do 
desperate things

International

“Bid to destroy Venezuela” 
threatens international law
Ben Chacko

Washington’s bid to “destroy 
Venezuela” is wrecking the inter-
national laws governing relations 
between all states, Venezuela’s 
ambassador to Britain Rocio 
Maneiro warned today.

“Nobody really understands 
the danger” of the precedent set by 
the decision by some countries to 
recognise would-be usurper Juan 
Guaido as Venezuela’s leader in 
contravention of all international 
norms, she warned.

At a press conference in central 
London, Maneiro said her country 

was “under siege,” noting that a 
blockade designed to “break the 
nation” had already cost billions of 
dollars and thousands of lives and 
that “if the nation resists the US 
military stands ready to act.”

Maneiro detailed the “net” cast 
by the US to trap Venezuela, includ-
ing by oil sanctions that cost the 
country an estimated US$6 billion 
in revenues in the fi rst year from 
August 2017.

There are even harsher meas-
ures on state oil fi rm PDVSA and 
its US subsidiary Citgo that have 
cost US$11 billion in expected rev-
enues. Sovereign assets have been 

retained, frozen or confi scated 
abroad amounting to US$5.4 billion 
held in 50 banks in 22 countries.

There has also been a mammoth 
US$30 billion in estimated losses 
from the fi nancial isolation imposed 
by the closure of Venezuelan 
accounts in dollars and euros.

Maneiro documented the history 
of Washington’s anti-Venezuelan 
measures from December 2014’s 
decision to sanction its Central 
Bank through the decision to ban 
fl ights from or to Venezuela from 
landing in the US.

The Washington-based Centre 
for Economic and Policy Research 

published a study in April detail-
ing the impact of these measures on 
Venezuela’s ability to import needed 
goods, especially medicines, and 
estimated that 40,000 Venezuelans 
have died as a result of the US 
blockade.

Access to vaccines for children 
has also been severely restricted, 
though Maneiro noted Chinese 
medicine shipments continued to 
arrive.

The stranglehold had not begun 
with President Donald Trump but 
with “that great Democrat Nobel 
Prize-winner Barack Obama” as 
the US tried to re-establish the 

subservient Latin America it had 
known “before Chávez, before 
Fidel, before Sandino,” but that it 
would fail.

“The Venezuelan people do not 
accept threats. History shows our 
response to threats has never been 
submission.”

She appealed to media organi-
sations and solidarity campaigns 
present to help tell the truth about 
the situation, noting that “the great 
media is spreading stories the super-
power wants it to spread. We don’t 
have the muscle to fi ght that.”
Morning Star 
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Steve Sweeney

Iranian Communists have called for 
unity among the country’s progres-
sives striving for peace in response 
to US sabre-rattling intent on pro-
voking war with Tehran. The Tudeh 
Party noted “a very worrying rise of 
tensions between the racist, pseudo-
fascist, and reactionary Trump admin-
istration and the regime of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran” in recent days.

It warned that imperialist interven-
tion would lead to bloodshed and must be 
“resisted and confronted with full power.”

US National Security Adviser John 
Bolton recently mobilised the USS 
Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier to 
the Arabian Sea under the control of 
CentCom (US Central Command in the 
Middle East).

Last week B-52 strategic bomb-
ers arrived at the US air base al-Udeid, 
southwest of Doha, Qatar.

He claimed the move was in response 
to “Iran’s worrying behaviours” with the 
aim of sending “a clear message to the 
Iranian regime that any attack on the 
interests of the United States or its allies 
will be met with unrelenting power.”

The US has dispatched the biggest 
military mobilisation to the Persian Gulf 
in the past 30 years. This includes the 
USS Arlington, an amphibious transport 
dock ship designed to land troops and 
vehicles onto a beachhead, and Patriot 
anti-missile systems, as the threat of war 
looms.

Bolton has already drawn up plans to 

deploy a force of 120,000 troops “should 
Iran attack American forces or accelerate 
work on nuclear weapons.”

Washington has ratcheted-up tensions 
with Iran since it pulled out of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action nuclear 
deal last year, despite Tehran abiding by 
its side of the agreement.

Iran has announced that it will stop 
honouring some parts of the deal as hos-
tilities escalate. The punitive sanctions 
regime is causing hardship for Iranians 
as the economy continues to plummet due 
to falling oil sales, with millions living 
below the poverty line.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
warned that its impact could be more 
severe than the eight-year Iran-Iraq war. 
An anonymous offi cial admitted to the 
Times newspaper that the “ultimate goal 
of the year-long economic sanctions cam-
paign ... was to draw Iran into an armed 
confl ict with the US.”

The refusal to extend the exemp-
tion from sanctions related to oil sales 
to several countries was met with an 
angry response from Tehran. Iran warned 
that if it is blocked from using the Strait 
of Hormuz, it “will not hesitate even a 
moment to protect and defend the Iranian 
waterway.”

The Tudeh Party called for all pro-
gressive forces in the region to unite “to 
prevent a dangerous and catastrophic 
military confl ict” that would have terri-
ble consequences.
Morning Star 

International

Iranian Communists rally

Attack on women’s rights

Antarctica’s ice melting 
fi ve times faster than in the 90s

Kim Chandler

Alabama’s Republican governor 
has signed the most stringent 
abortion legislation in the nation, 
making performing an abortion a 
felony in nearly all cases. “To the 
bill’s many supporters, this legis-
lation stands as a powerful testa-
ment to Alabamians’ deeply held 
belief that every life is precious 
and that every life is a sacred gift 
from God,” Governor Kay Ivey 
said in a statement after signing 
it into law.

The law’s sponsors want to give 
conservatives on the US Supreme 
Court a chance to gut abortion rights 
nationwide. Democrats and abortion 
rights advocates criticised the legis-
lation as a slap in the face to women.

“It just completely disregards 
women and the value of women 

and their voice. We have once again 
silenced women on a very personal 
issue,” said Senator Linda Coleman-
Madison, a Birmingham Democrat.

The abortion ban would go into 
effect in six months if it isn’t blocked 
by legal challenges. Coleman-
Madison said she hopes the meas-
ure awakens a “sleeping giant” of 
women voters in the state.

The legislation Alabama sena-
tors passed would make performing 
an abortion at any stage of pregnancy 
a felony punishable by 10 to 99 years 
or life in prison for the provider. 
There is no exception for pregnan-
cies resulting from rape and incest.

The only exception would be 
when the woman’s health is at seri-
ous risk. Women seeking or undergo-
ing abortions wouldn’t be punished 
but doctors performing one would 
get 99 years in prison.

Ivey acknowledged that the 
measure may be unenforceable in 
the short term, and even support-
ers expect it to be blocked by lower 
courts as they fight toward the 
Supreme Court.

“It’s to address the issue that Roe 
v Wade was decided on. Is that baby 
in the womb a person?” Collins, the 
sponsor of the bill said.

Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio 
and Georgia recently approved bans 
on abortion once a foetal heart-
beat is detected, which can occur 
in about the sixth week of preg-
nancy. Missouri’s Republican-led 
Senate voted to ban abortions at 
eight weeks, with no rape or incest 
exceptions.

The Alabama bill goes further by 
seeking to ban abortion outright.

Abortion rights advocates vowed 
swift legal action.

“We haven’t lost a case in 
Alabama yet and we don’t plan to 
start now. We will see Governor Ivey 
in court,” said Staci Fox, president 
and CEO of Planned Parenthood 
Southeast.

Evangelist Pat Robertson on his 
television show said the Alabama 
law is “extreme” and opined it may 
not be the best one to bring to the US 
Supreme Court in the hopes of over-
turning Roe “because I think this one 
will lose.”

“God bless them they are trying 
to do something,” Robertson said.

Just 1.6 kilometres from the 
Alabama Statehouse – down the 
street from the Governor’s Mansion 
– sits Montgomery’s only abortion 
clinic, one of three performing abor-
tions in the state.

Clinic staff fi elded calls from 
patients, and potential patients, 

assuring them that abortion 
remains legal, for now. Dr Yashica 
Robinson, who provides abortions in 
Huntsville, said her clinic similarly 
fi elded calls from frightened patients.

“This is a really sad day for 
women in Alabama and all across the 
nation,” she said. “It’s like we have 
just taken three steps backwards as 
far as women’s rights and being able 
to make decisions that are best for 
them and best for their families.”

But Robinson said the bill is also 
having a galvanising effect. With 
phone lines jammed, she said mes-
sages came streaming across their 
fax machine.

“We had letters coming across 
the fax just asking what they can do 
to help and telling us they are send-
ing us their love and support our 
way,” Robinson said.
People’s World 

Olivia Rosane

Yet another study has shown that glaciers 
in Antarctica are melting at accelerat-
ing rates. Almost 25 percent of the West 
Antarctic ice shelf is now thinning, and 
the Pine Island and Thwaites glaciers are 
losing ice at fi ve times the rate they were in 
the early 1990s, CNN reported.

“In parts of Antarctica, the ice sheet has 
thinned by extraordinary amounts,” study lead 
author and Leeds University Professor Andy 
Shepherd told the UK Guardian.

The study, published in Geophysical 
Research Letters, comes four months after 
another study of the entire Antarctic conti-
nent found that it was losing ice at six times 
the rate it was 40 years ago. The latest study 
found that ice loss from both East and West 

Antarctica had raised global sea levels by 4.6 
millimetres since 1992.

The study relied on 25 years of satellite 
data covering 1992 to 2017. The satellites 
were fi tted with altimeters to measure height 
changes to the ice sheets. Researchers then 
used weather models to separate seasonal var-
iation due to snow fall from melting and ice 
loss caused by long term climate change.

“Using this unique dataset, we’ve been 
able to identify the parts of Antarctica that are 
undergoing rapid, sustained thinning – regions 
that are changing faster than we would expect 
due to normal weather patterns,” co-head 
of the UK Centre for Polar Observation and 
Modelling (CPOM) and Lancaster University 
Environmental Sensing Reader Dr Malcolm 
McMillan told BBC News. “We can now 
clearly see how these regions have expanded 

through time, spreading inland across some of 
the most vulnerable parts of West Antarctica, 
which is critical for understanding the ice 
sheet’s contribution to global sea level rise.”

That understanding is showing a contribu-
tion at the high end of projections. Shepherd 
told BBC News that the south pole’s contri-
bution to sea level rise by 2100 was likely to 
be 10 centimetres higher than the fi ve centi-
metres (approximately two inches) predicted 
by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC).

“There is a 3,000 kilometres section of 
coastline – including the Bellingshausen, 
Amundsen and Marie Byrd Land sections – 
that is clearly not properly modelled because 
that’s where all the ice is coming from, and 
more ice than was expected,” he said.

The major driver of ice loss is warm water 

that melts the glaciers where they hit the sea 
bed. The glaciers then slide faster into the 
ocean and grow thinner. In some places, gla-
ciers lost more than 100 metres of thickness. 
The thinning is also spreading inwards: in 
some places, thinning had reached 300 miles 
into 600-mile ice streams.

“More than 50 percent of the Pine Island 
and Thwaites glacier basins have been 
affected by thinning in the past 25 years. 
We are past halfway and that is a worry,” 
Shepherd said.

If all the ice in West Antarctica were 
to melt, it would raise sea levels about fi ve 
meters, enough to fl ood many coastal cities. 
If East Antarctica also melted, seas would rise 
60 metres.
People’s World 
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Political crisis
There is a political crisis and 
political vacuum which has been 
emerging for some time now. The 
extreme right have been prepar-
ing for this, manoeuvring to get a 
stronghold in Australian politics 
for the past three to four decades, 
both within the Coalition par-
ties and through the rise of new 
organisations.

The process began in the Liberal 
Party with the struggle between the 
“wets” and “dries” – the more mod-
erate forces and the hard-line con-
servatives in the 1980s. A number 
of “wets” were forced out, and ever 

since the hard right have built up 
their forces until today they are in 
control.

These forces tend to be homo-
phobic, racist, xenophobic, anti-
refugee, anti-Muslim, climate 
change deniers, pro-fossil fuel, gun-
lobby supporters, sexist, anti-abor-
tion and, above all, anti-union and 
anti-worker.

Needless to say they support 
big business and the rich, have no 
qualms in throwing the unemployed, 
pensioners and others who they see 
as no use to corporate interests, onto 
the scrap heap.

Nathan Barnes
Brisbane

Pub test
Many ordinary Australians like to 
keep public conversation and dis-
course simple and uncontroversial 
with the self-disciplining adage, 
“There are three things you don’t 
talk about in public – politics, 
religion and sex.”

This over-cautious restriction on 

public discussion benefi ts the status 
quo as the way the world is cur-
rently ordered in terms of politics, 
religion and gender relations and 
remain unchallenged when maybe 
this shouldn’t be.

Recently rugby player Israel 
Folau was found guilty by the Rugby 
Australia Code of Conduct Panel 
of having committed a high-level 
breach of his contract with Rugby 
Australia for expressing his religious 
beliefs on social media.

Rugby Australia argued that 
Folau’s expression of his religious 
beliefs was not about freedom of 
religion, but a breach of his contract. 
However, this raises the spectre of 
whether a disciplinary panel has 
the right to put restrictions on the 
expression of one’s religious beliefs 
into a contract of employment – 
amongst many other things.

While I do not share Folau’s 
religious beliefs in either God or that 
people will “go to hell for being gay, 
drunkards or thieves”, I accept the 
argument his intentions were both 
good and entirely consistent with 
mainstream Christianity.

What is next? The banning of 
expression of one’s political beliefs?

Recently the Communist Party 
of Australia WA Branch held a May 
Day Toast in a public area of a bar 
in Perth. The event had attracted 
close to 40 people and an oversight 
in booking of a closed room at the 
bar pushed us out into the public bar 
– where we were allowed to continue 
with permission from the bar man-
agement. The speakers had prepared 
talks on the signifi cance of the 100th 
anniversary of Fremantle’s “Bloody 
Sunday” of May 4, 1919 when a 
waterside worker Tom Edwards was 
killed by a blow to the head from a 
police rifl e butt while going to the 
aid of a fellow union member during 
a tense standoff at a union picket on 
the Fremantle Wharf.

Soon after the speakers had 
begun, the manager of the bar 
received two complaints from 
patrons who felt they shouldn’t be 
subjected to discussions about pol-
itics in a pub, especially during an 
election! However, the we persisted 
with the majority of our program, 
while advising the bar they would 

wind up early by cutting back on the 
Q&A.

It is also curious how the bour-
geois element of Australian poli-
tics tries to enforce censorship of 
sexual/gender relations as this coun-
try has a big problem with domestic/
family/personal violence. Bringing 
the issues of sexual/gender relations 
into the public domain would ensure 
a greater level of visibility and con-
sciousness of the issue, including 
knowledge and awareness of more 
progressive sexual relations.

Ironically those people in 
Australia who would like to see 
greater self-censorship of public dis-
cussion of politics, religion and sex 
are often also too ready to call social-
ist Cuba a dictatorship.

As someone who has been a reg-
ular visitor to the Caribbean social-
ist republic and a fl uent speaker of 
Spanish, I have never come across 
Cuban people from all ages, gender 
and race who were reluctant to talk 
about politics, religion or sex.

Richard Titelius
WA

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
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Fifty years ago, a Victorian union leader 
was sent to prison for standing up against 
tyranny. The jailing of Clarrie O’Shea trig-
gered Australia’s last mass industrial upris-
ing, with around one million Australians 
participating in a General Strike.

The General Strike came at a pivotal 
moment in the history of modern Australia.

After nearly 20 years of conservative rule 
under Menzies, Holt, McEwan and Gorton, 
Australia was fi nding its modern, progressive 
voice.

Our First Peoples had fi nally won the right 
to vote, support for the Vietnam War was start-
ing to fade following the Tet offensive, and the 
Beatles were about to drop their seminal Abbey 
Road album.

The times were a changin’.
Meanwhile, conservative forces were start-

ing to worry that their choke-hold on political 
power was slipping. They were determined to 
quell any sense of popular rebellion.

Into this volatile mix strode Clarrie O’Shea 
– a Melbourne tram conductor, who had been 
the Secretary of the Victorian Branch of the 
ATMOEA, the Tramways Union, since 1947.

Dedicated to 
ending injustice

Clarrie was no shrinking violet. While 
genial and funny, and a keen punter, he 
strongly believed that the capitalist system was 
stacked against working people, and he dedi-
cated his life to upending the injustices he saw 
around him.

He also believed that workers had an abso-
lute right to strike. So when the courts piled 
fi ne upon fi ne upon fi ne onto the Tramways 
Union for taking unauthorised industrial action, 
he stood fi rm and refused to pay.

The authorities seized ATMOEA’s bank 
accounts – but the Union had taken precautions 
by moving most of its money elsewhere.

Summonsed to the Industrial Court, 
O’Shea turned up fl anked by thousands of 
workers and unionists.

Before presiding Judge Sir John Kerr (later 
to become Australia’s most infamous Governor 
General) he refused to take an oath or to dis-
close the whereabouts of the union’s remain-
ing funds.

“I do not wish to be sworn,” he said. “I 

challenge the authority of this court ... because 
I am a paid servant of my members, I am 
directed to protect their interests at all times.”

“I do not want to hear any speeches from 
you,” Kerr replied.

After adjourning court for half an hour, 
Kerr came back to invoke the Industrial Court’s 
controversial “penal powers”, and ordered 
O’Shea be taken to Pentridge Prison.

He was told he would remain in jail indefi -
nitely – to be freed only when he “purged his 
contempt”, by revealing where the unions 
funds had been stashed.

The Great Strike
The news spread like wildfi re. Thousands 

of Victorian unionists walked off the job imme-
diately. Workers in other states quickly fol-
lowed suit – some through organised strikes, 
many more through wildcat actions.

Soon over one million Australian workers 
withdrew their labour in protest over the jailing 
of Clarrie O’Shea, and the use of state power to 
attack working people.

The situation became untenable for the 
federal government. As the crisis escalated, a 
mystery “philanthropist” paid ATMOEA’s out-
standing fi nes, breaking the deadlock, and ena-
bling O’Shea to be set free.

A new fight
Today’s parallels with 1969 are startling.
We now have had conservative rule for 

17 of the past 23 years. Across the economy, 
union density is at historic lows, and the bar-
gaining power of workers has been diminished.

Workers’ wages are barely keeping up 
with infl ation, while jobs are becoming more 
precarious.

Casualisation of work is rampant, while 
the much-trumpeted new frontier of the gig 
economy is little more than a re-badged form 
of serfdom.

Today, it is commonplace for people to be 
working two, three or four different jobs just to 
make ends meet.

The right to strike has been whittled away 
by successive governments. Last year, striking 
NSW rail workers – taking legitimate and legal 
protected industrial action – were forced to go 
back to work by the Fair Work Commission.

Trade unions have been under relentless 
attack. The Trade Union Royal Commission 

spent nearly two years and over $45 million 
crawling through union records and publicly 
grilling union offi cials.

Permanent quasi-judicial bodies such as 
the Registered Organisations Commission and 
the ABCC have been established purely to 
monitor, regulate and disrupt union activities, 
and to tie union offi cials in a web of red-tape.

As we have seen through the botched 
Federal Police raids on the AWU, the close ties 
between political offi ces and these bodies has 
raised serious questions about integrity and the 
misuse of government power.

That’s why Clarrie O’Shea’s legacy will 
ring loud this weekend.

The Federal election is our chance to set 
Australia on a new path. It’s our chance to 
take power for the people, to make our scan-
dal-ridden corporate sector accountable, and to 
restore faith in our public institutions.

This is Australia’s chance, once again, to 
fi nd its modern, progressive voice.
Rail Tram and Bus Union, 
Victorian Branch 

50 years on, 
Clarrie O’Shea’s 
legacy rings loud

Over one million Australian 
workers withdrew their labour in 
protest over the jailing of Clarrie 

O’Shea, and the use of state 
power to attack working people.
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TORONTO: Two compelling fi lms about 
the Palestinian struggle were featured at 
the Toronto Hot Docs Film Festival this 
year. The award-winning Gaza is a visually 
stunning documentary enhanced with a 
heart-rending musical score, and one of the 
most emotionally powerful representations 
of the hardships of a people living in an 
area that is only 7 miles wide and 25 miles 
long and inhabited by 2 million people. 
Filmmakers Garry Keane and Andrew 
McConnell embedded themselves in this 
small “country” totally occupied and con-
stantly bombarded by Israel, and revealed 
the amazing resiliency of the local people 
determined to lead normal lives despite the 
harshest conditions.

Nowhere in the world is there such 
an open-air concentration camp (the word 
“prison” implies punishment for crime), 
blocked from the outside in every way pos-
sible – through land, sea and air. One young 
man, Bakr, who came from a family of fi sh-
ermen, is forbidden, like every other Gazan, 
to fi sh beyond the 3-mile zone set by Israel. 
There’s few fi sh in that zone and many fami-
lies are suffering. So Bakr used an illegal fi sh 
hook in the legal zone and he was arrested and 
sentenced to two years in prison. The toll on 
the family was documented compassionately, 
explaining how just the absence of one person 
ripples through the entire community.

The fi lm is all-inclusive, covering people 
from all walks of life. A family of educated 
women includes a highly sensitive 20-year-old 
woman, Karma, who lives to play the cello. 
She relates; “People from the outside countries 
– they can’t see other than the fact that we live 
in constant wars. They only give us sympa-
thy, and it bothers me so much. They only see 
the side they want to see ... they should look 
deeper.” Her concern for her homeland and the 
suffering her people have to endure is poign-
antly presented in scenes of her playing by the 
seashore, where she experiences the true feel-
ing of freedom.

The beauty and innocence of the young 
children playing together, swimming and 
singing, belie their tragic existence as virtual 
prisoners with daily threats of bombings and 
killings. A young boy whose father has three 
wives, lives with his mother, four sisters and 
ten brothers in a small three-room dwelling. 
He loves being in a large family, for safety and 
security, but often sleeps on the beach to allow 
room for others. There is devastation every-
where, no electricity, food, medicine or safety. 
Many express hopelessness, while many others 
are determined to defend the land of their 
ancestors and the only home they’ve known.

But what makes this fi lm one of the best on 
the subject, despite its grimness and despair, 
is its love and commitment for the people of 
Gaza, and its creative use of capturing some 
truly impassioned storytelling. The fi lmmakers 
obviously won the confi dence of people whose 
stories have rarely been told in such a trust-
ing manner. With little reference to the politi-
cal and governmental aspects of the region, this 
doc should affect anyone with a heart, regard-
less of their political persuasion.

Who is Lea Tsemel?
Equally as impressive is another award-

winning doc about a woman who has lived 
the Israel/Palestine dilemma her entire life. A 
tribute to the brave and enduring Jewish Israeli 
lawyer Lea Tsemel, Advocate follows her 
struggles from the very beginning days of join-
ing the Jewish resistance, and actually being 
the fi rst Israeli woman at the Wailing Wall. In 
her early naiveté she believed it was a War of 
Peace, where togetherness would be developed. 
“It didn’t last long; as soon as the war ended, 
they took the volunteers to see the Occupied 
Territories. On the road from Jerusalem, I saw 
people heading down toward Jericho. Lines of 

people going into exile. It reminded me of a 
picture I grew up with at home. It was called 
‘The Wandering Jew.’ ” 

Her understanding and compassion for the 
Palestinians driven from their homeland devel-
oped then and continued in her life’s work 
defending Palestinians against the unjust occu-
pation of their land.

In the university she joined Matzpen, a 
revolutionary socialist and anti-Zionist organ-
isation, and met her lifelong partner in the 
struggle. Michel Warschawski shared her polit-
ical beliefs and spent years in prison for his 
beliefs. In 1972 their fi rst child was born and 
Lea had her fi rst major political trial, defending 
the Arab-Jewish underground. Michel remem-
bers, “It’s a story that’s hard to imagine today. 
Israeli Jews dared to join an Arab national 
movement. It was like an atomic bomb landed 
on Israel!” Just fi ve years after the 1967 War, 
a few courageous Israelis dared to state what 
today is obvious: “This is an Occupation of 
Palestinian land.”

The film is also creative in its use of 
editing, animation and soundtrack effects. 
Whenever scenes show people who have to be 
undefi ned, that segment of the frame cleverly 

turns into animation until they move out of the 
frame.

Tsemel has constantly been harassed 
and threatened with death because of her 
defence of “terrorists” and defi ance of the 
Israeli Occupation. The moving scenes in the 
doc accented by impressive archival foot-
age paint the picture of a determined people’s 
lawyer who expects to lose most cases against 
a partisan judicial system, but in the process 
exposes how institutional racism manifests 
itself through the courts. Her reason to defend 
certain “crimes” by Palestinians is that people 
living under an illegal occupation have all the 
rights to defend themselves.

A young 13-year-old Palestinian boy is 
sentenced for knifi ng someone. Although no 
evidence was supplied and based solely on 
hearsay, he received a harsh 12-year sentence 
in adult prison. Tsemel spent most of her days 
defending the young man, and many others 
who have been arrested unfairly, while most 
often asking for no money in return. She is 
dedicated to the cause – the struggle to bring 
peace and justice to not only Israelis, but also 
the oft victimised Palestinians.
People’s World 

Toronto Hot Docs Film Festival

Karma playing by the seashore, where she experiences the true feeling of freedom.
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Rima Najjari

On this 71st annual commemo-
ration of Palestine’s Jewish-state 
Nakba, let’s resolve not to con-
tinue to oversimplify things.

Whether you believe the 
American rabbi and historian Arthur 
Hertzberg’s assessment of the Zionist 
idea as “unprecedented ... an essen-
tial dialogue between the Jew and 
the nations of the earth”, rather than 
a matter between Jews and God, or 
you believe the assessment of Ass’ad 
Razzouk, researcher and contributor 
to the PLO Research Centre’s 1970 
Arabic translation of Hertzberg’s 
book, that Zionism, at its heart, 
emerged naturally from Jewish reli-
gious sources and is thoroughly 
infl uenced and motivated by tradi-
tional Jewish religious ideas, both 
conscious and unconscious, the fact 
remains that there exists a complex 
picture of the relationship between 
Judaism and Zionism.

To Palestinians, the intersec-
tion between Judaism and Zionism 
has always been considered the most 
dangerous aspect of Israel’s exist-
ence as a Jewish state in Palestine 
today.

The focus today among the inter-
national activist community advo-
cating for Palestine is on Zionism’s 
modern European political and ideo-
logical roots, a focus that represents 
Zionism as no different from any 
other form of European colonialism, 
as a settler-colonial movement for-
eign to the Middle East.

This “narrative”, if you will, has 
made great inroads in concentrating 
international attention, especially 
through the human rights formula-
tions of the Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement. 
But I believe, by itself, such a theo-
retical framework for the Palestinian 
decades-long struggle for jus-
tice and liberation is insuffi cient to 

effect change, not only because of 
the ongoing complicity of Western 
powers in the Nakba, but also 
because, by itself, this narrative 
cannot suffi ciently move the hearts 
and minds of Israelis and Jews 
worldwide.

Only a resurgence of the pro-
gressive and developed principles 
of Reform Judaism, as expressed in 
a series of rabbinical conferences in 
German lands in the 1840s and in 
the US in the second half of the 19th 
century, will have the necessary ide-
ological power to defeat Zionism.

Upon the partitioning of 
Palestine and the establishment 
of Israel as a Jewish state, Herzl’s 
expectation that rabbis would devote 
their energies in the service of 
Zionism came to fruition; Zionism 
has long gained the great masses of 
religious Jews around the world and 
“redirected their love of Zion from 
its spiritual and longing sense and its 
traditional supplicatory character” to 
political Zionism, as Ass’ad Razzouk 
expressed it in his book al-Dawla 
wa-l-Din (Religion and the State).

The Reform Judaism move-
ment, a modern historical develop-
ment of Judaism, arose early in the 
19th century, in reaction to changing 
conditions in Europe that overthrew 
oppressive medieval laws against 
Jews. The movement, among whose 
requirements was the repudiation 
or disavowal of Jewish nationalist 
aspirations, aimed to accommodate 
the beliefs and religious practices 
of Judaism to the new liberal and 
enlightened age in Europe and in the 
US.

Reform Judaism addresses both 
the Zionist idea of the historical 
inevitability of a Jewish state result-
ing from anti-Semitism and other 
external factors, as well as the mes-
sianic idea resulting from religion 
and religious texts – the book of 
Exodus and the belief in the advent 

of the messiah. Reform Judaism dis-
rupts the conception, so useful to 
Israel, that Zionism is heir to a long 
uninterrupted Jewish history. It also 
opens up the door for the universal 
application of the supposed values 
of modern (i.e. political) Zionism – 
namely, individual liberty, national 
freedom, economic and social jus-
tice, i.e. the door for the Palestinian 
people that Zionism slammed shut 
against them in their own homeland.

Many Jews (as well as 
Evangelical Christians) understand 
Israel’s 1967 occupation of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip as a won-
derful, almost miraculous resto-
ration of Jewish sovereignty over 
ancient religious sites. To Reform 
Jews worldwide who had been 
shaken out of their optimistic, uni-
versalist stance after the Holocaust, 
the war of 1967 also brought Israel 
close to home to Canadian, American 
(and other) Jews around the world, 
through “ethnic pride”.

The Naksa, as Palestinians call 
the war, fed the “Jewish identity” 
side of Reform Judaism, destabilis-
ing the balance this reform move-
ment was trying to uphold, at its 
inception, in the “interplay between 
universalism and particularism”, an 
interplay that, to Palestinians, means 
having one’s cake and eating it too.

Reform Judaism has now 
reached its 200th anniversary. 
Can the Reform movement, not 
Zionism, fi nally satisfy Jewish reli-
gious and identity needs in a way 
that swings the interplay between 
the universal and particular in 
Palestinians’ favour? In “History of 
Reform Judaism and a Look Ahead: 
In Search of Belonging”, Rabbi 
Lawrence A. Englander (Canadian) 
writes:

Two hundred years ago, one’s 
personal identity was essentially 
defined through one or two pri-
mary groups to which one belonged 

– usually country and religion. 
Today, identity is more fractional-
ised and complex, determined by 
such factors as country, language, 
gender, profession, socioeconomic 
status – and religion. Each of these 
components make up our identity 
like pieces of a pie.

The PLO charter declares 
Judaism as a religion and not 
“nationalism”, and describes Jews 
as “citizens of the states to which 
they belong ... not a single people 
with a separate identity.” These def-
initions of Judaism and Jews play 
an important role in the rhetorical 
battle against Zionism. In the 1964 
and 1968 PLO National Charters, the 
words Muslim or Islam don’t appear.

Palestinian nationalism is univer-
salist in nature, encompassing both 
Muslims and Christians – as well 
as indigenised Jews pre-1948. And 
even though the multiplicity of reli-
gions within a single national move-
ment does not abolish concerns or 
religious communal interests from 
the national agenda, such concerns 
can be addressed rationally within 
the context of one secular and dem-
ocratic state. The Palestinian will 
for national liberation is not dis-
connected from religious impulses. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad are 
explicitly religious and function 
as a response to the judaisation of 
Jerusalem, in particular.

The Palestinian understanding of 
Zionism as a movement at the heart 
of which lies religious, messianic 
interests and myths (as documented 
and argued prolifi cally by the PLO 
Research Centre in Beirut) has long 
been silenced or attacked in schol-
arly debate and blurred by contem-
porary politics as going against the 
secularist claims of Zionist leaders, 
but it provides us with an impor-
tant insight. Ignoring it or refusing 
to engage in it dismisses a vital con-
text of the Palestinian struggle and 
forms an insurmountable obstacle to 
the formation of a secular democratic 
state in all of Palestine, the only 
remaining viable solution to Israel’s 
aggression on the Palestinian people.

Christians who now embrace 
Zionism (some as a result of funds 
and gifts received from Zionists) 
abdicate true Christian values, as do 
Jews who call for Jewish nationalism 
on a secular (political) or religious 
basis and embrace a mythical “birth-
right” in Palestine.
globalresearch.ca 
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To Palestinians, the intersection between Judaism and Zionism 
has always been considered the most dangerous aspect of 

Israel’s existence as a Jewish state in Palestine today.

The Zionist idea 
has never been 
more terrifying 
than it is today


