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On Wednesday May 1 in Sydney,
an estimated 20,000 workers
took “illegal” action by stopping
work to reclaim May Day, the
International Workers’ Day. They
marched through the streets with
demands to “Change the Rules”,
put Safety Before Profits” and
for the abolition of the Australian
Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC).

Members of the CFMEU con-
struction, Maritime Union of
Australia, Electrical Trades Union
and Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union who took this cou-
rageous and militant action were
not cowered by the rising attacks on
trade unions or the risk of penalties
of up to $42,000 for those in the con-
struction sector.

Then at the weekend of May 4-5
and on the Monday in Queensland,
May Day rallies and marches were
held across Australia, echoing the
demand to Change the Rules and to
do that, to Change the Government
(see page 2 for WA report).

Other demands included full
restoration of penalty rates, a living
wage, an end to the privatisation of
public services, increased funding to
public hospitals and schools, proper
funding of the NDIS and immediate
action on climate change.

The campaigning around Change
the Rules must succeed if the trade
union movement is to have a future
in Australia. Likewise this govern-
ment must be given the boot and the
campaign must continue following
the elections.

Extreme right forces are on the
ascendency in Australia, and the
trade union movement is seen as a
barrier to their ambitions. Central to
this is the right to strike, a demand
seen on many of the placards on
May Day and reiterated by many
speakers.

This rise of the extreme right
in Australia is in line with develop-
ments in other bourgeois democra-
cies across the globe. It is reflected
in the failure of political parties to
form governments in their own right,
instead increasingly turning to neo-
fascist forces to form alliances as
two-party systems break down.

Political crisis

In Australia, the major parties
are losing their grip after prevailing
for decades. People are fed up with
decades of neo-liberalism, broken
promises and are now facing stag-
nant wages, declining living stand-
ards, job insecurity, sky-rocketing
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electricity prices, unaffordable hous-
ing, hospital waiting lists, etc.

They are desperate for real
change. Many have developed a
cynicism towards the major parties
that follow similar policies and fail-
ure to deliver except for the big end
of town. They have become disinter-
ested in the elections and turned off.

At the moment voting in
Australia is compulsory.

Mainstreaming of
neo-fascists

Since the Howard government,
in particular, and then under Prime
Minister Tony Abbott, the extreme
right have become emboldened.
From the early 1990s onwards, right-
wing academics, media columnists,
politicians and others have increas-
ingly attacked the progressive move-
ment for equality and recognition
while attempting to justify sexism,
racism and homophobia.

The mass media — in particular
the snarling reaction of News Ltd
media — have over time given more
time and space to racists and other
extremists, bit by bit mainstreaming
and normalising them.

The Howard Coalition gov-
ernment saw the likes of Pauline
Hanson and her One Nation party
as a threat to an important part

of its constituency. This resulted
in a marked shift to the right as
the Coalition government tried to
shore up its vote amongst redneck
elements.

Americanisation

One of the disturbing features of
this and recent election campaigns is
the Americanisation of Australia’s
political system. The public hears
little about policies. It is all about
the leaders as “personalities” much
along the lines of a presidential race.

Personalities are rated, numbers
are crunched and thrown around:
There are transparent opportunistic
promises of spending in marginal
seats.

Fake news, blatant lies, short
hollow grabs, media questions
never answered, dirt units operat-
ing to discredit candidates, raking
through their past. Last week saw
the Liberals lose three and Labor two
of their candidates when their racist,
homophobic and sexist credentials
were revealed.

Palmer on Trump

Billionaire mining magnate
Clive Palmer was elected in 2013
with the clear purpose of looking
after his own interest by removing
Labor’s carbon tax. He did not stand
in 2016 but is up and running with

candidates in every seat in the 2019
elections.

Modelling himself on US
President Trump with largely hollow
statements, promising people what
they want to hear even if it means
contradicting himself. Xenophobic
nationalism runs through much of
what he says: “Put Australia First.”
“Make Australia Great.”

“All Australians need to be
concerned about the clandestine
takeover of our country. Our ports,
airports and farms are being sold to
foreign powers at a faster rate than
ever before. Protect & Defend our
future with United Australia Party,”
he states in reference to China.

Every speech concludes with
“God bless Australia.”

Palmer has run full-page ads
across the media — as many as five
with colour in one issue of the News
Ltd Australian newspaper.

He credibly claims to have spent
$50 million so far and is still spend-
ing and spending. His main target
is the Greens and he has told lie
after lie about them. Why? Because
of their environmental policies, in
particular, their opposition to the
destructive Adani mine project in
Queensland.

He is applying to open two large
coal mines, one of which is adja-
cent to the Adani site. If it were to
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get approval, his Alpha North project
would cover an area of 144,000 hec-
tares and produce around a third as
much more than the Adani mine,
along with the resultant destruction
of the environment.

The importance of Adani is that
its rail line has the potential to get his
coal to port. He is spending millions
chasing Senate seats in each state
to have supporters for his planned
mines and the Adani mine on the
cross benches.

It is highly unlikely that the
Coalition or Labor or the Australian
Greens will gain an outright majority
in the Senate. This makes the com-
position of the cross bench of vital
importance and not just on the ques-
tion of the environment and climate
change but also on many important
social issues.

New Senate
voting system

In 2016 the Abbott government
changed the voting system for the
Senate. Prior to the 2016 elections
anyone voting above the line needed
to put a “1” in the box against their
first preference. (Voting below the
line means putting numbers against
individual candidates instead of
parties.)

Continued on page 2
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The battle to save the Reef

Last week in a televised interview former PM and arch climate
change denier Tony Abbott made the astonishing statement that we
shouldn’t “save our planet at the expense of our neighbour.”

The interview involved government support for the introduction
of electric vehicles, and it seems that the “neighbour” in question was
anyone who currently drives a petrol-fuelled car. The implication
of Abbott’s statement is that rather than inconveniencing anyone
we should continue using petrol and other fossil fuels, even if this
inflicts terrible damage on the planet and endangers the human race.

The statement is bitterly ironic given that two recent federal
government reports have predicted destruction of the Great Barrier
Reef and the north Queensland rainforests, if the average global
temperature increase by the end of the century is more than 1.5
degrees Celsius.

In 2015 the Abbott regime signed up to the Paris Agreement,
which aimed to limit temperature rise to 2 degrees maximum and
preferably to 1.5 degrees. But it only did so under intense domestic
and international pressure and with the utmost reluctance. In order
to achieve this goal, it agreed to cut 2030 carbon mission levels by
26 percent compared with 2005 levels.

However, that target is inadequate and the government can’t reach
it under its current policies regarding energy production, transport,
agriculture and stationary industry, despite its deceptive claims to
the contrary.

The government’s policy has fatal implications for the environ-
ment. In a major position paper, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park
Authority (GBRMPA) has stated that keeping the global temperatures
rise to 1.5 degrees or below “is critical to maintain the ecological
function of the Great Barrier Reef.”

If the average temperature rises 1.5 degrees the Reef will only
have a 50 percent chance of survival. Under the current far higher
rate of temperature increase it could suffer bleaching events every
year by 2050, i.e. the Great Barrier Reef would die within the lifetime
of most Australians now alive.

It’s not only the Reef that’s now at risk. The world’s oldest
rainforest, which stretches from Cooktown to Townsville in north
Queensland and which has been entered on the World Heritage List,
is now in danger of extinction according to a special report prepared
by the Queensland government’s Wet Tropics Management Authority.

According to the report: “Following the hottest summer ever
recorded, some of the key species for which the Wet Tropics World
Heritage Area was listed are at imminent risk of extinction.”

The report recommends land restoration, monitoring and pest
management, but above all very urgent action to reduce carbon
emissions. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change agrees. It
says that keeping the temperature rise below 1.5 degrees will only be
possible without “rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in
all aspects of society”, including phasing out the use of coal by 2050.

Abbott, who once declared “climate change is crap” barely
concealed his hostility to the development of renewable energy or
electrical vehicle transport as alternatives to the use of fossil fuels.

He has recently suggested that the government should fund
construction of coal-fired power stations and that Australia should
re-establish an automotive manufacturing industry to build petrol-
fuelled cars. That’s pretty rich, considering that his government
oversaw the destruction of the auto industry we had until a few
years ago.

PM Scott Morrison, who once brandished a lump of coal in
Parliament and sang the praises of coal-fired energy production,
is no better. His government has refused to release the GBRMPA
report on the Great Barrier Reef for 15 months. Its contents were only
revealed after a long battle by a Fairfax journalist under Freedom
of Information legislation.

The government has announced an environmental program with
funding of almost a billion dollars. The program has plenty of ini-
tiatives for recycling waste, clearing degraded land and of course
paying corporations to stop polluting the environment rather than
punishing them. However, there appears to be little if any mention
of assisting the development of renewable energy. Phasing out coal
production is treated as an unspeakable heresy.

The government looks likely to be voted out of office on May 18,
but it is crucial that we put maximum pressure on the next govern-
ment to take drastic measures to assist the environment, which is
now in the most terrible danger.
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During Minnesota police officer Mohamed Noor’s recently trial
for shooting an unarmed Australian woman, the disturbing issue
of the disproportionately large number of black citizens shot

or assaulted each year by Minnesota police was raised. But the
commercial mass media’s trivialisation or glamorisation of the
insidious US gun culture was barely mentioned. Recent revelations
about members of the One Nation Party attempting to get funding
from the US National Rifle Association remind us we must reject
any moves to weaken Australia’s gun laws. We’ll be following this
up, but as usual we need your help, and we hope more of you send
in Press Fund contributions for the next edition! In the meantime
many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $10, M Eliott $50, “Round Figure” $20,
“Sparky” $10

This week’s total: $90 Progressive total: $2,300

May Day Fremantle WA
t for the future

Richard Titelius

On Sunday May 5, the organised
working class held their tradi-
tional May Day rally and march
in Fremantle, Western Australia
attended by over 3,000 people.
Unions WA secretary Meredith
Hammat was the first speaker
and raised the importance of
the celebration of May Day for
the union movement and union
members; a day when we come
together to remember the proud
history of the working people of
Western Australian in their fight
for a decent, fair, safe and secure
workplace and society.

We remember the death of
Tom Edwards who was killed 100
years ago on Fremantle’s “Bloody
Sunday”, May 4, 1919, when as
a proud member of the Fremantle
Lumpers Union — which later
became a part of the Waterside
Workers Federation and are now
a part of the Maritime Union of
Australia.

Tom Edwards died when he
went to assist another member of
the Lumpers, their president William
Renton, who was involved in a strug-
gle to prevent a group of employ-
ers and members of the National
Waterside Workers Union (drawn
from the ranks of the unemployed,
scab workers, non-unionists and
volunteers) erecting barricades to
prevent Lumpers members from hin-
dering the unloading of a ship, the
Dimboola, which had influenza vic-
tims on it.

The Lumpers members had been
given preference to unload the ship
as they were a recognised union
but the state Premier Hal Colebatch
thought otherwise and seized control
of the wharf — putting police there as
well as members of the scab union,
NWWU.

A crowd of over 1,000 people
had gathered to support the stand
by the Lumpers including their
wives and children. The Lumpers
were also taking industrial action to
secure shorter shifts and more secure
arrangements for work, a struggle
Hammat said, that we are still fight-
ing today. Tom Edwards died later of
the impact of a rifle butt to the head
from a police officer and a massive
funeral was held in his honour to
remember the sacrifice which Tom
had made for his fellow workers.

People came from all over the
state — as far away as Albany and
Geraldton and every Labor politi-
cian attended.

Hammat continued: “At the heart
of the Change the Rules campaign
we fight for the working lives of
those workers who are to come so
that they too will have safe, secure
and well-paid jobs. The union move-
ment which comprises over two
million members in Australia are a
powerful force for change.”

Michele O’Neil, president of the
ACTU, spoke next and reminded the
rally that May is the International
Day of Solidarity of “workers eve-
rywhere”. In Fiji on May 1, a group
of senior Fijian union leaders were
protesting about the deteriorating
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conditions for workers and ordinary
people in that country, when they
were arrested and detained without
charge. However, international sol-
idarity, in particular from Australia
and New Zealand, helped secure the
release of over 30 trade unionists
from detention.

We also remember the fire and
collapse of the Rana Plaza in which
180 mostly women clothing workers
died and the international campaign
which followed to bring safer work-
ing conditions for these workers.

With the federal election coming
up on May 18, O’Neil said the
Change the Rules Campaign will not
end on May 19: it ends once laws are
made that are worth the paper they
are written on! These laws are nec-
essary to fight growing inequality in
this country where the top 1 percent
have more wealth than the bottom 70
percent of workers.

With stagnating wages and inse-
cure work, many workers cannot
meet the rising cost of living includ-
ing that of food, transport, hous-
ing and utilities. It is telling that
Australia has the third highest rate
of insecure work in the OECD coun-
tries — and it should be asked: Is it
necessary for a nursing care assist-
ant who will only receive work if
she gets a text message at 9pm to say
whether there will be any work the
next day — which can start at 6am?

O’Neil finished her speech with
a reference to Marx and Engels’ The
Communist Manifesto, “Workers of
the world unite, you have nothing to
lose but your chains!” &

Taking it to the streets

Continued from page 1

As of the 2016 elections, if voting above the line,
then you must number a minimum of six boxes. That
is, you must give at least six preferences for parties or

independents.

That does not mean you must give six. Six is the min-
imum. If you stop after allocating six, then when votes
are being counted if it flows down beyond your sixth
preference, your vote no longer plays a role in deciding
how the final seat or seats are allocated.

Thus it is important to give careful consideration as
to how you wish your preferences to flow and how far

you wish them to be counted.

In the Lower House, it is simpler — you just number
all of the boxes in the order you wish your preferences

to flow.

Importance of vote

The shift towards fascism that is emerging here
and elsewhere makes these elections of critical impor-
tance. The Communist Party of Australia sees the imme-

diate aim in the forthcoming elections as the defeat of

the Coalition to ensure it does not have control of either

House and the defeat of the extreme right forces.
Changing the rules requires struggle which will

only be won through concerted mass activity outside

Parliament, with the involvement of trade unions and

community organisations. It is only a first step towards
changing the system.

The Communist Party of Australia supports giving

first preferences to left and progressive candidates with
Coalition candidates followed by extreme right independ-

ents and parties last. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

It has become clear that the pattern of these crimes is consistent with
highly organised serial predation, not one-off moments of weakness.

Clinical psychologist Dr Michelle Epstein, on the crimes of Catholic priests
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland
Wrong side of history

The attack on the popularly elected gov-
ernment of Venezuela is, as everyone can
plainly see, orchestrated and engineered by
the US government through its multitude
of intelligence agencies and assorted divi-
sions of the powerful military-industrial
complex. An economic blockade has been
imposed on the country, its banking facili-
ties abroad have been frozen, and its ability
to improve the lot of its own people severely
limited.

Thanks to this unprincipled economic
sabotage, the Maduro government’s efforts
to continue the policies of Hugo Chavez and
raise the living standards of the country’s
poor have been severely set back. The bulk of
President Maduro’s support comes from the
poorest people in the country, especially the
Indigenous population, who are predominantly
very poor. But US imperialism has little inter-
est in the poor of any country, other than as
potential canon fodder. After all, by definition,
they don’t have much in the way of disposa-
ble income so you can’t sell them consumer
goods or entice them into investing in the stock
market!

No, the Venezuelans the US favours are the
former members of the country’s wealthy elite
and those members of the middle class who
aspire to join them. Privileged, and convinced
that they were entitled to be so, they were
deeply shocked when paratroop commander
Hugo Chavez persuaded his fellow officers
to join him in supporting a military revolt on
behalf of the country’s poor.

This movement became known as the
Bolivarian Revolution, and its pro-people char-
acter was made crystal clear when Venezuela’s
wealthy, backed by the US, conspired with sec-
tions of the military to have Chavez arrested
in a counter-revolutionary coup. In unprece-
dented scenes of ruling class glee, well-to-do
Venezuelans stamped their feet and cheered
lustily as each of Chavez’s laws favouring the
poor were declared revoked.

They were premature, however. Chavez
explained the true nature of the counter-rev-
olutionary coup to his captors and they not
only freed him but restored him to power. The
Bolivarian Revolution was back on track. It
is significant that in this latest attempt to oust
the democratically-elected government of
President Maduro and put a stop to his efforts
to carry on the work Chavez began, the army
has remained steadfast and loyal, in the face of
intense provocation.

In a tactic that the US has used in other
parts of the world, notably in Ukraine and else-
where in Eastern Europe, the country’s econ-
omy has been wrecked in an effort to persuade
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people to support “regime change”. But even
in Latin America, the events in Venezuela are
by no means without precedent. The activities
of the Contras in Nicaragua, financed by arms
sales to the Middle East in direct violation of
a US Congressional ban, the abortive Bay of
Pigs invasion of Cuba, the US-sponsored mili-
tary overthrow of the Allende government of
Chile in 1973 and the horrific revenge exacted
against progressive Chileans by US-trained tor-
turers and murderers. To name only some.

However, the days when US imperialism
could routinely overthrow any government or
revolutionary movement on the American con-
tinent that it didn’t like, such as the Zappatistas
in Mexico, are gone for good. Washington
would like to think that they haven’t, but the
case of Venezuela shows otherwise.

Once, when the US wished to bring down
a government that displeased them, they would
not only have disrupted the country’s economy,
as they did in Chile, for example, but when
that failed to bring about “regime change”
acceptable to the US State Department, they
would have bribed or otherwise “persuaded”

the military to carry out a coup, as they did
all over Central and South America, as well
as in Ghana and numerous other countries in
Africa, the Middle East and elsewhere. In fact,
it would be hard to find a developing country
where the US has not meddled to play havoc
with its economy when it suited US economic
or strategic interests.

But, as I said, those days are rapidly
coming to an end. Donald Trump would like to
think they haven’t, but even he has had to face
reality. He threatened the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (the DPRK) with fire and
destruction, but has had to pull his head in and
be satisfied with posing as a peacemaker and a
diplomat. Not an easy task for a temperamental
“deal-maker”, but he had no real alternative.

Trump can bluster all he likes, but his
advisers will assuredly have told him that
despite the USA’s lead in the number of
ICBMs, actual military superiority has firmly
passed to Russia, backed up by the economic
might of China. Once before, in the 1950s, the
US diverted its economy — which was based on
ruthlessly exploiting the world’s less developed

From the Archives

The Guardian, September 2000
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countries — into establishing a hugely expen-
sive “Strategic Air Command” to be able to
dictate to the Soviet Union by threatening its
nuclear destruction. The USSR responded
by developing the ICBM and rendering the
Strategic Air Command obsolete.

Today, once again, the US has succumbed
to the profit-making appeal of huge ticket
defence items. This time it is huge battle-fleets
based around giant aircraft carriers. And once
again, they have been rendered obsolete and
ineffective by the development of hypersonic
missiles with precision targeting.

Science that is not driven by the pursuit of
profit triumphs again.

US imperialism can still inflict a lot of suf-
fering and heartache on the world’s people, but
its ability in this regard is being cut back all the
time. Ever since WW2, the people of the world
have been growing in their ability to restrict the
rampages of capitalism. Capitalism knows, as
well as we do, even though it doesn’t want to
admit it, that the future is Socialist. &
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An election in the air
with promises galore

Len Lean

TIEE S o mm——
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coMo”: The April federal budget had : - s o | S , e i =
already allocated $461 million for youth |3 ' e \ [ Fp™ ;
mental health including 30 new Headspace ' : \
Centres. In April 13, 2019 while visiting the
mental health organisation Headspace, PM
Morrison announced $42.1 million extra in
funding for youth and Indigenous mental
health research that is if the Coalition was
re-elected.

“Shorten”: Labor is campaigning hard on
its health funding promises including a $125
million research funding to improve cancer
survival rates as well as billions to reduce out-
of-pocket-costs for millions of medical scans.

Shame

Since the Royal Commission into Black
Deaths in Custody 30 years ago there have
been over 400 Indigenous deaths in custody.
A serious systemic failure is still occurring,
Indigenous people are still dying in custody
from treatable medical conditions and are
much less likely than non-Indigenous people (
to receive the care they need. Locking people 4 pe 2
up in prison is clearly no answer.

In 2017 the royal commission into mal-
treatment and torture of Indigenous youths at
Don Dale prison shocked the nation but little
has changed in Darwin and Alice Springs pris-
ons. Another royal commission had recom-
mended that Don Dale prison be closed; it
found in its final report shocking and systemic
failures over many years that were known but
ignored.

The abuse of children in Don Dale is a
national disgrace, there’s no light at the end
of the tunnel for these incarcerated youths, no
real hope or help in rehabilitation. Don Dale
and Alice Springs prisons are still operating
as normal with guard’s discretion in the use
of force, restraints and isolation of children.
Neither major party has any real plans for cru-
cial changes.

The relative risk of severe and acute cardi-
ovascular events — for example, cardiac arrest
— are highest during the period adjacent to the
diagnosis of a stress related disorder, accord-
ing to a study published in the British Medical
Journal (April 2019) titled “Stress related dis-
orders and risk of cardiovascular disease: pop-
ulation based”. In the study’s conclusions they
say that the association applies equally to men
and women and is independent of familial fac-
tors, history of somatic/psychiatric diseases,
and psychiatric comorbidities.

Age discrimination

Ageism is pervasive in society; other
forms of discrimination such as racism have
been linked with adverse health outcomes,
but age discrimination has not been studied
in public health. A study published in The
Lancet examined associations between per-
ceived age discrimination and health and
wellbeing in England. The researchers con-
cluded perceived age discrimination was

miserly million chucked in at election time
does little in this urgent time of need.

Electric cars

While electric cars (EVs) do not exhaust
deadly toxic chemicals and particulates from
engines, they still have a long way to go to
replace combustion engine cars. Combustion
engines produce not only climate change
gases but also emissions toxic to humans
such as; nitrogen dioxide (N02) and particu-
late (PM2.5). Paediatric asthma from expo-
sure to traffic-related air pollution is of major
concern, published in The Lancet. The report
states: “Reduced NO2 exposure could prevent
a substantial portion of new paediatric asthma
cases especially in urban areas. Traffic should
be a major target for exposure mitigation strat-
egies”. PM2.5 particulate from exhausts can
cause lung cancer and was classified by the
World Health Organisation (WHO) as a group
1 human carcinogen in 2012. Air pollution was
also categorised as a human carcinogen by

reduce congestion on roads, less maintenance
required for roads, and no need for the con-
struction of more toll roads and expressways.
A European tram system is being converted
to electric energy being drawn from electrical
installation at ground level, eliminating poles
and wires. China has developed a trackless
electric battery-operated tram system which
coupled up can carry 300 plus passenger.

War machines

Both major parties support the US war alli-
ance which has and will continue to drain bil-
lions of taxpayer money into war preparations,
instead of governments spending more to alle-
viate growing poverty, homelessness and the
crisis in our public hospital system, dental care,
education, and struggling pensioners. They
squander $50 billion on 12 attack class sub-
marines, and for 54 naval vessels as part of the
$90 billion shipbuilding plan to accommodate
our so called strategic requirements.

Alternative system

Medical costs

The ongoing privatisation of Medicare
has resulted in inadequate health care for the
majority who cannot afford private health

cover, while Medicare Private made profits associated with increased odds of poor self- WHO in 2013.
from people’s illnesses. Health should never related health and risk of incident serious h P The capitalist system has always attacked
be left in the hands of private companies; the health problems. w y wait? alternative systems i.e. by economic sanctions,

end results are higher costs to the public and
the whole public health system run down and
in crises.

Mental health

Many people are exposed to stressful life
events such as mortgage stress, unemployment,
long hours of work, and inadequate wages
under the capitalist system. Accumulating evi-
dence suggests that such adversities might lead
to an increase of several major diseases, includ-
ing cardiovascular morbidity, injury, infection,
and certain autoimmune diseases.

The findings underscore the need for effec-
tive interventions to combat age stigma and
discrimination. Political parties need to take
these studies seriously.

The abuse of older Australians has taken
some time to surface because of not having a
reporting system for complaints and protection
for staff who blow the whistle. The April elec-
tion budget prompted the coalition to allocate
a miserable $18 million for a trial hot line, and
a stingy $1.5 million to developing a Serious
Incident Response Scheme. Addressing abuse
of older people has a long way to go and a few

Waiting for EVs to replace 50 percent of
combustion vehicles is still condemning many
people to illnesses and reduced life expect-
ancy. An immediate improvement of air qual-
ity would be to convert all public transport to
electric powered systems with better services,
regular, clean, providing enough seating for all,
and increase frequency to outer suburbs.

To complement the electrification of public
transport, driverless electric shuttle buses could
enter industrial and commercial industry areas
and shopping centres thus reducing people’s
dependents on private cars. These changes can

threats of multi-national companies withdraw-
ing from the country and aid i.e. Venezuela,
engage in wars to effect regime change to
secure oil or mineral resources, (Middle East
oil rich countries). Building so called defence
bases to surround Socialist oriented countries
i.e. (Cuba, China). Australia’s role in the world
has been deputy sheriff for the USA which is
supported by both major parties.

Our sovereignty and independence is at
stake with this war mongering alliance which
includes the spy base at Pine Gap and military
facilities in the Northern Territory. &

Avustralia’s shame
Spending has outstripped our income

Len Lean know capitalism doesn’t work that political parties shows a dismal whom are struggling financially. the number of people seeking food
way ... and never has. One in five picture — the coalition government The annual report from Foodbank relief continues to increase year on
The Australian Bureau of workers continue to be paid the over four and a half years aver- seems an excellent basis for data; year. In the last 12 months, the pro-

Statistics figures released on
January 22, 2019 showed median
weekly earnings for all part-time
workers was $577 and one in
10 part-time workers received
weekly total cash earnings of
$138 or less and one in 10 part-
time workers received $1,244 or
more. The lowest paid 10 percent
of full-time paid adult workers
rate received $925 or less.
Workers waiting for pay rises
from trickledown economics now

lowest wage that they may legally
be paid (minimum wage rates).

The average family owes — as of
April 2019 — about $20,000 of bad
debt on credit cards and car loans. If
for example workers received a $50
dollar a week increase — a hypothet-
ical amount with this coalition gov-
ernment and very unlikely with a
Labour government — it would take
seven and a half years to pay off a
$20,000 debt.

The track record of both major

aged 0.3 percent increase per year;
under Labour wages grew by 0.7
percent over five and three quarter
years. Both have failed to improve
workers’ standards of living, with
standards dropping under both
governments.

So how do we determine
poverty?

Some use unemployment fig-
ures, pensioner numbers, those on
disability pensions, Newstart or
on unemployment benefits, all of

they are a non-profit organisation
providing food for more than 2,600
charities around Australia.

Charities culture

The charities and community
groups that work with Foodbank
provide food relief to over 710,000
Australians every month, 27 percent
of whom are under the age of 19.
Despite this, these organisations are
struggling to keep up with demand
as 49 percent of charities report

portion of food-insecure Australians
seeking food relief has increased
from 46 percent to 51 percent, the
equivalent of 384,000 people. They
had been turning away seven per-
cent of individuals seeking food
relief every month.

Australians struggling with food
insecurity say they feel stressed,
depressed and sad during times
when they are unable to buy enough
food. &
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70 years of

the World Peace

Liz Payne

In April, the World Peace Council (WPC)
marked the 70th anniversary of its founda-
tion and seven decades as an international
mass organisation of struggle against impe-
rialism and war and for peace and justice,
in solidarity with all peace-loving people of
the world.

At a recent meeting of its secretariat in
Belgrade, WPC president Socorro Gomes
said: “I would like to celebrate with you the
long and brave path of our peace organisation,
with its history of struggle and resistance ...
[1t] remains committed to building ever more
bridges, today and tomorrow, for the unity
of the anti-imperialist, democratic and peace
forces against oppression, colonialism, wars
and domination.”

From April 20-24 1949 at the Salle Pleyel
in Paris, 2,000 delegates from 75 coun-
tries gathered for the first World Congress of
Partisans for Peace, which was shortly to be
renamed the WPC.

The Congress was backed by the newly
formed Liaison Committee of Intellectuals
for Peace and the Women’s International
Democratic Federation, founded in 1945,
which campaigned for peace as a prerequisite
for equality and justice for women.

In 1949 in Paris, the huge assembly —
including scientists, teachers, women’s rights
activists, lawyers, trade unionists, writers,
poets, actors, artists, musicians and students
— were united in their condemnation of US-led
imperialism as the root cause of war.

The latter’s hegemonic plans were directed
at the overthrow of the Soviet Union and the
socialist states of eastern Europe and at achiev-
ing unchallengeable control of the resources,
cheap labour and markets of the post-war
world.

Implementation of these plans condemned
the peoples of the world to gross exploitation,
rampant racism in both former colonies and in
the imperialist heartlands, relentless pursuit of
Cold War, deprivation arising from the chan-
nelling of resources that should have been
meeting people’s urgent needs and improving
living standards, into military research and an
arms race imposed on the Soviet Union and
socialist countries — all with the fearful ever-
present threat of thermo-nuclear annihilation.

The Partisans for Peace denounced the
warmongering, aggressive North Atlantic
Treaty, signed in Washington only 16 days
before the Congress in Paris opened.

Delegates were clear that it was a precursor
to an attack on the USSR. US communist and
women’s rights campaigner Shirley Graham
told the Congress that the black mothers of the
US, whose status there was the lowest of the
low, were unwilling to allow their sons to be
consumed by another war.

One of the most outstanding contributions
was that of world-renowned lawyer, civil rights
campaigner, singer and actor Paul Robeson.

Summoned to the microphone, he captured
the sentiment of the whole convention when he
said: “We in America do not forget that it is on
the backs of the poor whites of Europe ... and
on the backs of millions of black people that
the wealth of America has been acquired.

“And we are resolved that it shall be dis-
tributed in an equitable manner among all our
children.”
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The Dove by Pablo Picasso, produced for the World Congress of Partisans of Peace in Paris in 1949.

He condemned the contemporary war
hysteria and concluded: “We are determined
to fight for peace. We do not wish to fight the
Soviet Union.”

His speech was to cost him dearly — a pass-
port revoked, mass media vilification, scores
of concerts immediately cancelled across
the US and denunciation before the House
Un-American Activities Committee — an
example for all to see of what happens to those
who campaign for peace when the ruling class
depends on wars and rumours of wars.

Not surprisingly, the world movement for
peace was subjected to attempted sabotage by
governments lined up with the US from the
outset. In the run-up to the 1949 Congress in
Paris, French officials refused visas to hun-
dreds of delegates from the socialist countries.

They hoped this would halt proceedings,
but a simultaneous meeting of the Partisans
for Peace was convened in Prague in which all
could participate.

A major outcome of the Paris Congress
was the setting up of a permanent body — the
World Committee of Partisans for Peace — and
plans were soon under way for a second World
Congress in 1950 in Sheffield.

The Labour government, doing the bidding
of the British Establishment, was extremely
hostile.
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It would not allow organisers of the event
from outside Britain to enter the country,
refused visas to over 200 delegates, turned
away others at the border (only after ascertain-
ing details of their peace movement contacts
in Britain for security purposes) and withdrew
its initial consent to allow 18 charter flights to
bring delegates from eastern Europe.

Despite this, a packed one-day meeting of
3,000 people was held in Sheffield City Hall,
while the main World Congress was transferred
to Warsaw.

Here the organisation was named the
World Peace Council, with Frederic Joliet-
Curie becoming its first president (1950-58).

Its second president (1959-65) was the
British scientist and socialist, JD Bernal, whose
invaluable Peace Archive is housed in the Marx
Memorial Library.

The power of the WPC lies in its principled
stance against imperialism as the prime cause
of war and barrier to lasting peace; its ongo-
ing penetrating analysis to which all members
contribute; its mass solidarity actions and cam-
paigns and the internationalism that underpins
everything it undertakes.

An early example is the Stockholm Appeal,
launched in March 1950 to ban the atomic
bomb and treat its use as a war crime.

Over 482 million signatures were gathered
— a massive victory in a pre-internet world.
The most recent example is the launching of
the current global campaign for the closure of
all one thousand US and NATO military bases
— including the British mega-stations in Cyprus
and the Chagos Islands.

The WPC supported the US Peace Council
and the Peace and Neutrality Alliance Ireland
in holding the first international confer-
ence against US/NATO bases in Dublin in
November 2018.

In a world of escalating imperialist aggres-
sion, the role of the WPC and its affiliates is of
paramount importance.

Post-1991, after the bringing down of the
Soviet Union and socialist countries, the true
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face of imperialism (which promised us per-
manent capitalist-maintained post-socialist
peace!) has been revealed — in horrific aggres-
sion in Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya,
Mali, Syria and Yemen; an attempted coup
in Venezuela and the continuing blockade of
socialist Cuba.

No country refusing to do the bidding of
imperialism is safe from US-led threats, inter-
ventions, provocations and all-out war.

The lithograph, The Dove, produced
by Pablo Picasso for the World Congress
of Partisans of Peace in Paris in 1949, was
adopted as and remains the WPC’s symbol.

Under its wings, the WPC, its affiliated
organisations and all its millions of members
in over 100 countries across the world stand
together.

As Joliet-Curie insisted: “It is not possible
for a people alone or for a person alone to pre-
vent war.”

The World Peace Council’s objectives
remain — to struggle against imperialist wars;
the occupation of sovereign countries; the
renewed arms race and the continued existence
of foreign military bases and for universal dis-
armament under effective international control
including the elimination of weapons of mass
destruction; respect for the territorial integrity
of states and the right of their peoples to sover-
eignty and independence; non-interference in
the internal affairs of nations and the elimina-
tion of all forms of colonialism, neo-colonial-
ism and discrimination.

On the 70th anniversary of the WPC, the
British Peace Assembly salutes the WPC and
reiterates its conviction that while imperial-
ism lasts, there can be no permanent peace
and that saying: “Yes to peace and No to
NATO?” is the only way forward for a left-led
Labour government and the people of Britain
to build with the peoples of the world towards
a socialist future.

Liz Payne is convener of the British Peace
Assembly. &



6 May8, 2019

Magazine

Welcome to hell
The Peruvian mining city of La Rinconada

Andre Vitchek

While the West attacks Venezuela, a country that improved
the lives of many of its citizens, it overlooks horrors that are
taking place in Peru and other “pro-market” countries in
Latin America. La Rinconada, which lies at over five kilome-
tres above sea level, is the highest settlement in the world; a
gold mining town, a concentration of misery, a community of
about 50,000 inhabitants, many of whom have been poisoned
by mercury.

A place where countless women and children get regularly
raped, where law and order collapsed quite some time ago, where
young girls are sent to garbage dumps in order to “recycle” terribly
smelling waste, and where almost all the men work in beastly con-
ditions, trying to save at least some money, but where most of them
simply ruin their health, barely managing to stay alive.

I decided to travel to La Rinconada precisely during these days
when the socialist Venezuela is fighting for its survival. I drove
there as the European elites in Bolivia were trying to smear the
enormously popular and successful President of Bolivia, Evo
Morales, while the elections were approaching.

As in so many places in the turbo-capitalist and pro-Western
Peru, La Rinconada is like a tremendous warning: this is how
Venezuela and Bolivia used to be before Hugo Chavez and Evo
Morales. This is where Washington wants the entire Latin America
to return to. Like those monstrous and hopeless slums surrounding
Lima, La Rinconada should be a call to arms.

Just some five years ago we thought: This is how Latin America
was never supposed to look like again. We thought so, before the
extreme right-wing forces in Washington managed to regroup and
deploy old dogmas of the Monroe Doctrine back to the frontlines,
against Latin American independence and socialism.

A driver refused to take me to La Rinconada, alone. For me,
the fewer people involved the better. Even in Afghanistan, I work
alone, only with my trusted Pashtun driver. But here it is different:
the reputation of La Rinconada is that “you can enter, but you will
never manage to leave.” I am told about the new mafia that oper-
ates there, and about the totally deteriorating security situation. In
the end, I had no choice but to accept a crew of two men: a driver
and a person “who is familiar with the situation related to Peruvian
mines.”

We leave the city of Puno in the morning, passing along the
magnificent shores of Lake Titicaca, which with a surface elevation
of 3,812 metres (12,506 feet), it is the highest navigable lake in the
world, shared by Peru and Bolivia.

“From the Peruvian side, the lake is getting poisoned by mer-
cury,” explained Freddy, a mining expert. “La Rinconada and its
gold mines are still very far, but the River Ramis is now bringing
contaminated water from the area, particularly from the mining
town of Ananea, directly into the lake.”

There is some sort of a motorway between Puno and Juliaca,
a “center of commercial activity” in the region; in fact, a huge,
unkempt dusty city full of slums. Right after Juliaca, it is just rural
misery.

I used to work in Peru during the so called “Dirty War”, fought
between two Communist guerrillas (the Maoist Shining Path and
the Marxist, pro-Cuban MRTA) and the Peruvian state, which offi-
cially ended in 1992. Since then, the rural misery of Peru has not
changed: dwellings made of earth, the desperate faces of villag-
ers, and almost no social services, have remained. Right across
the border, in socialist-oriented Bolivia, life in the countryside
improves dramatically, continuously. But not here; not in Peru. And
so, tens of thousands of anxious men are “going up”, reaching tre-
mendous heights, risking their lives and ruining their health, for at
least a tiny chance to find gold, and to escape the endemic misery.

“My wife saved me,” I was told by a driver who, two days
earlier, took me from the Bolivian border of Desaguadero, to the
Peruvian city of Puno:

“I was totally broke. We just had a baby. I had no idea what to
do. And so, I told my family that I am going to La Rinconada. My
wife stood up and said: ‘If you go, you will never return. And if you
do, you will not be the man that I love, anymore. You stay in Puno
and work here. I will work, too. We will somehow manage. ‘Don’t
you know: La Rinconada is a death sentence.’ I stayed. She was
right. I saw people who went and came back totally destroyed.”

It is getting cold. Our car climbs up, grumpily, with badly dam-
aged suspension, but going nevertheless. The higher we climb, the
colder it gets. It rains, then it stops.

The views are magnificent, but the countryside is covered by
garbage. The river is filthy. The llamas are eating garbage, cars are
being washed in the rapids, and entire villages appear to be aban-
doned, turned into ghost towns.

After more than four hours of driving, after insane, neck-break-
ing serpentines, the first mines appear on the horizon. Then more
filth, primitive machinery, and a mining town — Ananea.

Ms Irma, the owner of a local eatery, prepares strong coffee and
coca leaves soaked in hot water, the best remedy for altitude sick-
ness. She is chatty, realising that we represent no danger:

“Sometimes, miners from La Rinconada, escape here. Ananeo
is a bit below, and safer. We have water here. There, it is all poi-
soned; by mercury and other horrible stuff. You know the concept,
how they work up there: 29 days they are labouring for free, and

then for one day a month, they are allowed to grab what they find.
It is a gamble: if they are lucky, they get rich during that one day.
Or they find very little, or nothing. And even if they do, at night, it
can get stolen from them.”

She sounds old, maternal, compassionate, concerned. She has
seen it all, it appears.

We pay and drive up.

Then, we see it: enormous lakes, yellowish, brownish, with
streams coming from their surface. Long blue hoses. Everything
is ruined and poisoned. Freddy says that there are some new tech-
nologies that could be used to extract gold, but the miners here
use mercury, as it is cheaper. Primitive machinery is at work, just
like on the Indonesian island of Kalimantan/Borneo; there, illegal
mining is poisoning mighty rivers, here, it is levelling entire moun-
tains, creating huge lakes, and moonscapes at some 5,000 metres
of altitude.

The guards are obviously very unhappy about our presence.
Still, I manage to film and photograph, and then we drive even
further up.

The piles of garbage appear. Behind them, two tremendous
mountains covered by snow. And an ironic metal sign: “Welcome
to La Rinconada, Do not litter.”

1 have seen a lot, on all the continents, but La Rinconada is
truly “unique”.

Mountains and valleys are dotted with metal shacks, with
makeshift structures. The filth is everywhere. There is no water
supply. Electricity is scarce. Garbage even covers the humble
graves of a local cemetery.

In the main square, heavy drinking is in progress. It is danger-
ous to photograph here. I hide; use zoom. Two plastered miners are
lying on their stomachs, and someone is throwing food into their
open mouths, as if it was feeding time in a zoo.

Prostitution is rampant. Children are doing odd jobs. At one of
the garbage dumps, I ask two young girls about their age.

“25,” comes the ready answer. I guess 15, at most. But their
faces are covered.

“How dangerous is it here?” I ask one of the miners.

He replies readily: “Very dangerous, but we have no choice.”

“Do people get injured on jobs? Do they get killed?”

“Of course. It happens very often. We are all taking risks. Some
people get horrible injuries, others die. If they cannot treat them
here, they take them to Ananeo, and if they are lucky, to a Juliaca
hospital. Others are left here to die. It’s life. Some get saved, some
don’t.”

Do they blame capitalism, the extreme savage pro-market
system, adopted by their country?

“It’s life,” I hear the same fatalistic reply.

Do they know about Bolivia; about the great changes just
across the border? Do they know that some 30 kilometres away
from here, “as the condor flies”, on the Bolivian side, there is the
pristine national reserve? Some know that it is much better “there”,
in Bolivia, now. But they do not associate it with socialism or with
the independent and pro-people policies of President Evo Morales.
And they know very little about Venezuela.

All they know is that they were barely surviving on Altiplano,
and that they are fighting for their lives, here, in La Rinconada.

Like in Indonesia, another savage pro-Western capital-
ist regime, people here are too preoccupied with their immedi-
ate essential problems; they cannot be bothered with “abstract”
thoughts about the environment, or lawlessness.

“It is not just mercury,” I am told. “Everything here is mixed:
poisons related to mining, urine, sh*t, urban waste ...”

The altitude is hitting me hard. 4,000 in Puno is bad; over 5,000
here is fatal. I am being held by two people as I film on the edge of
a ravine, in order not to fall down.

Somehow, in a very twisted way, [ acknowledge that the vistas
around me are beautiful, stunning. I am impressed. Impressed by
the ability of human beings to survive under almost any conditions.

Virtually all of this is illegal. But hundreds of millions are
made, and washed.

People gain nothing; almost nothing. A miner makes 800 to
1,000 soles (roughly US$250 to US$300) per month. Private com-
panies and corrupt government gain billions. Once again, Latin
America is getting poorer. But the West is not pushing for “regime
change” in Peru, or in Paraguay, or Brazil. This is how it is sup-
posed to be; this is how Washington likes it.

Another miner dares to talk to me:

“Most of the gold goes abroad. But before it does ... If gangs
do not rob us, miners, at night, they often murder small middlemen,
those who buy gold directly from us.”

Is he scared?

“Everyone here is scared,” he confirms. “Scared and sick. This
is hell.”

“It is like a war ...” [ utter.

“It is a war,” he confirms.

But almost nobody comes here to report and to investigate.
The life of a poor Peruvian person is worth nothing; nothing at all.

I film, I document ... It is all that I can do for them. And for
Bolivia, for Venezuela.

While I work, I feel that hell is near, it is here. It is not abstract,
religious: it is real. But it could, it should be stopped.

RT - Russia Today &

Photos: Andre Vlichek
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Tragedy has
many faces

Al Neal

Tragedy has many faces. From the sombre,
tear-stained pale faces seen as families
gather to say their final goodbyes; to the
wide-eyed, horror-filled faces of those
who’ve witnessed unspeakable acts of
terror and mass destruction — by-products
of our modern age of warfare.

It is Easter morning at St Anthony’s
Shrine, the largest Catholic congregation
in Sri Lanka’s capital city Colombo, where
dozens of faithful Christians gathered —
tightly squeezing in together on church pews,
to celebrate the holy resurrection.

Outside the church and throughout the
capital city, Sunday morning travellers, tour-
ists, and families sat together at hotel and
café breakfast tables, enjoying the sights,
sounds, and muggy saltwater breeze.

About an hour away from Colombo, in
Negombo, Sri Lanka, situated on the west
coast of the island nation, members of the St
Sebastian parish also gathered to celebrate
the holiest day of the Christian calendar.

At 8:45 am explosions tore through both
churches. St Sebastian’s roof was ripped off,
church pews splintered, and shrapnel embed-
ded itself in the walls, statues of saints, and
human flesh.

Silence immediately follows the deaf-
ening blast. The brief eruption of red and
yellow flames blinds you. And in those next
few moments, as the dust settles, waves of
panic and grief take hold; accompanied by
the pained, fearful screams surrounding you.

A river of blood is all that’s left.

There was no resurrection April 21. Only
death made even more real by the single
image of a blood-stained statue of Jesus
Christ overlooking the carnage. Between
8:45 am and 9:30 am, in three cities, sui-
cide bombers detonated explosives at three
Christian churches and three luxury hotels.
Five hours later, a blast was reported at the
Tropical Inn at Dehiwala — severed limbs
were seen scattered about the roads following
the explosion, a witness told local TV.

At 2:45 pm, police received a tip that
potential suspects were holed up inside a
safe house in Dematagota, on the outskirts of
Colombo. A blast went off, and several offic-
ers were killed. A total of eight explosions
left 359 people dead, and 500 injured, mark-
ing Sri Lanka’s deadliest violence in over a
decade — since the end of the Sri Lankan civil
war May 18, 2009.

“People were being dragged out,” said
Bhanuka Harischandra, of Colombo, 24, who
was heading to a meeting at Shangri-La Hotel

when it was bombed. “People didn’t know
what was going on. It was panic mode.”

Prior to Sunday’s suicide bombings, the
deadliest coordinated attack to take place was
in May 1984, when the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a separatist militant
organisation, killed 146 civilians, according
to the Global Terrorism Database.

And sadly, the use of suicide bombers
is not new for Sri Lanka. Over the course of
almost 30 years of civil war, Tamil fighters,
trained in Lebanon during the ‘80s and ‘90s,
would go on to launch over 130 suicide bomb
attacks, and would assassinate a Sri Lankan
prime minister, a former Indian prime minis-
ter, and countless bystanders.

Following the attacks, Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe vowed to “vest all
necessary powers with the defence forces
to take action against those responsible,”
fearing the massacre could trigger political
instability.

Finance Minister Mangala Samaraweera
echoed the premier’s sentiment by calling for
unity in dark times.

“I strongly condemn the cowardly
attacks on our people today. I call upon all
Sri Lankans during this tragic time to remain
united and strong. Please avoid propagating
unverified reports and speculation. The gov-
ernment is taking immediate steps to contain
this situation,” he tweeted.

The Sri Lankan government blamed
the attacks on two local extremist groups:
National Thowheet Jama’ath (NJT) and
Jammiyathul Millathu Ibrahim.

“The preliminary investigations have
revealed that what happened in Sri Lanka was
in retaliation for the attack against Muslims
in Christchurch,” Ruwan Wijewardene, Sri
Lanka’s defence minister, told the country’s
parliament, according to the Independent.

Sri Lanka has a small Christian minor-
ity, making up about seven percent of the 21
million people. Muslims and Hindus make up
around 10 and 12 percent of the population.
The largest religion is Theravada Buddhism
with 70 percent.

Like other minorities, Muslims were
marginalised following the nearly three-dec-
ades-long civil war between the Sinhalese
Buddhist government and the Hindu Tamils.
That history of war, political instability, and
marginalisation created a slow yet steady
road for radicalisation — leading to Easter
Sunday.

But to be clear, groups like the radical
NIJT do not even represent one percent of
the Muslim population in Sri Lanka. And it
would be a complete mischaracterisation to
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say that the moderate Muslim population in
Sri Lanka is primed for “jihad” or any acts of
terror — despite the chilling and sensational-
ised soundbites the public may hear saying
otherwise in the weeks to come.

Sri Lankan Muslims fear these actions by
terrorist organisations will provide justifica-
tion for Sinhalese Buddhist nationals — who
view other religious minorities in a bad light
— to act.

“It is tragic that the majority of Muslims
who are essentially peace-loving are to pay
for the actions of this minority,” said a 2014
statement released by the Peace Loving
Moderate Muslims in Sri Lanka group,
denouncing the rise of the NTJ and warning
the public of its hateful rhetoric.

“We fear that these activities ... if left
unchecked by the authorities, would create a
situation in which the majority of Muslims in
Sri Lanka, already under threat and harass-
ment from this extremist minority, may have
to face the wrath of other religions,” contin-
ued the statement.

“All family, all generation, is lost,” said
Joseph Gomez, struggling to hold back tears
as he gathered with family and neighbours
to bury his entire family — a son, a daughter-
in-law, and three grandsons, the youngest
11-months old.

As shock turns to mourn for the nation of
Sri Lanka, the roads are lined with armoured
military vehicles and long processions of
black hearses. Followed by the anguished
cries of those left alive, now charged with
burying their dead.

Here’s what we know:

On Tuesday, the Islamic State (ISIS)
claimed responsibility for the bombings.
Recently, ISIS, which has lost all the territory
it held in Iraq and Syria, has made a series of
unsupported claims of responsibility for ter-
rorist attacks, and investigators are still deter-
mining any foreign links to Sunday’s attacks.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
said, “foreign involvement” was likely and
that some of the attackers had travelled
abroad recently. Authorities confirmed that
some of the suicide bombers were “well-edu-
cated” and studied abroad.

The Sri Lankan government verified that
foreign intelligence reports gave the coun-
try’s security officials a detailed, 10-day
warning of possible attacks by the NJT.

The government said it had arrested 60
people in connection with the attacks, all of
them Sri Lankans. The security services had
arrested 24 of the suspects within hours of
the bombings.
People’s World &
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can change society

Richard Burgon

As the debate around Brexit has heated
up, there have been growing references to
the interests of the “working class” versus
those of the “middle class.” On this topic,
as on so many others, this is the wrong way
to pose such discussions about our society.

Dividing the overwhelming majority of
people in this way benefits only the powerful
who run our society.

As I write this on International Workers’
Day, it is worth reminding ourselves what we
mean by the working class in the 21st century.
Posing this correctly will allow us to be better
placed strategically not only to defeat this cruel
Tory government, but to set about building a
new socialist government that can fundamen-
tally change society and stand up for the inter-
ests of the many, not the privileged few.

One common mistake is to pose class as
determined by culture rather than by people’s
place in economic and power structures. Class
is not about whether someone has a regional
accent. Class is not about whether someone’s
work entails sitting in an office with a compu-
ter or working outside undertaking physically
demanding tasks.

Class is not about whether you live in the
north or the south. Class is an economic ques-
tion — not a cultural one.

Fundamentally, class is about your rela-
tionship to the means of production. That is
whether you are part of the overwhelming
majority that creates the wealth in society
through your labour power and that carries out
the socially essential tasks in our society. Or
whether you live off the profits made by others.

The famous Clause IV that formed part of
the Labour Party’s constitution for decades was
clear on rejecting the divisions between the
working class and middle class, stating: “To
secure for the workers by hand or by brain the
full fruits of their industry and the most equita-
ble distribution thereof ...”

Just as it is essential not to engage in false
divisions between the so-called working class
and middle class, it is essential we recognise
the working class as it actually is composed
today if as a movement we are to best con-
nect with — and represent the interests of — the
working-class majority.

Changes in our society and economy con-
stantly affect the character of the working
class. Within the economy, the shift towards
services and away from manufacturing is
one such change. The growth of precarious
and zero-hours contracts and of people being
forced to declare as self-employed are others.

Women, black communities and migrants
play a much more central role in the modern
workforce than just a few generations ago.
All these trends and more need to shape our
understanding of the working class in the 21st
century.

One image that always springs to mind
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Thousands march for better wages and conditions during the May Day celebrations in Manila.

when looking at the working class as it exists
today in Britain is the photo of a bus driver
— who happened to be a woman, who hap-
pened to a Muslim, who happened to be wear-
ing a hijab — trying to do her job, surrounded
by snarling far-right extremists of Tommy
Robinson (the stage name of Stephen Yaxley-
Lennon) during a demonstration last year.

That bus driver reflected the wonderful
diversity in the working class today and that
image should act as a spur to tackle deeply
anachronistic portrayals of “the working class”
in our country.

That image also underlines how vile social
oppressions — sexism, racism, homophobia and
religious bigotry among others — are not only
abhorrent in and of themselves and need to be
fought wherever they are found.

They also foster divisions instead of the
unity that we need across society to build a
better world. The wonderful film Pride about
the common cause forged between striking
miners and LGBT activists against Thatcherism
in the 1980s beautifully depicts the importance
of this unity — and how it has to be fought for.

As so often is the case the old trade union
slogan gets to the heart of this: together we
are stronger. The most helpful slogan in recent
years in terms of popularising a proper under-
standing of the true class divisions in our soci-
ety is the idea of “the 99 percent” that sprung
out of the Occupy protest movements.

Thatcher did a very successful job of
redefining in much of the public conscious-
ness what it means to be “working class.” She
pushed the idea that only the very poorest are
“working class.”

She also pushed the idea that if you lived
in anything other than a council house you
were middle class. She sought to whip up hate
against migrant communities to divide the
working class.

Such notions seek to reduce the working
class to a minority, robbing it of its collective
agency and its potential to transform society.

In doing so, Thatcher convinced many
people whose economic position made them
objectively working class that they were some-
how “middle class” and that they could there-
fore “look after themselves” and certainly
didn’t need collectivist institutions like trade
unions or collectivist ideas like the socialism
of the Labour Party.

However, such ideological attempts to trick
people constantly clash against the reality of
the global economic system.

Since the imposition of neo-liberalism in
the 1980s, wealth, both nationally and globally,
is increasingly concentrated in the hands of the
very wealthiest.

The World Inequality Report 2018 showed
that in the UK, the richest one percent account
for 22 percent of the country’s wealth, up from
15 percent in the 1980s.
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The very richest 0.1 percent had fared even
better with a doubling of their wealth from 4.5
to 9 percent.

Those trends and the Tory project of never-
ending austerity since the banking crisis of
2008 have seen many who may have viewed
themselves as “middle class” — or may have
been erroneously viewed by others as “middle
class” — realise that they are in fact part of the
concept of “the 99 percent.”

The prospect of climate catastrophe will
further focus the minds of the public on the real
class divisions in our society. It is the capitalist
class and its short-term pursuit of profit regard-
less of the environmental and human conse-
quences that is driving our world to the brink
of destruction.

Their use of resources to defend the inter-
ests of a tiny minority will not be feasible if
we are to best limit the effects and protect the
communities affected by climate change.

Inequality, poverty, war and climate catas-
trophe can only be averted by a movement that
changes the economy, the energy system and
the international order so that it works in the
interests of the many, not the few — that is, the
99 percent.

As we mark International Workers’ Day
let’s redouble efforts to forge the unity of the
working class in all its diversity that’s needed
if we are to build a better world.

Morning Star &

Two steps forward

Turkey’s only communist mayor
has vowed to introduce small
steps to socialism after win-
ning the largely Kurdish region
of Dersim in last month’s local
elections.

The Communist Party of
Turkey’s (TKP) Fatih Magoglu
plans investment in agriculture,
public transport, and tourism
projects to stimulate economic
growth and transform Dersim,
where some officials claim unem-
ployment is as high as 60 percent,
into a new socialist city.

“We want to improve the qual-
ity of life for everyone, but we must
support poor people,” he explained.

“Basic needs should be met for free.
That’s my basic idea.”

Magoglu shot to prominence
after being elected in Dersim’s
Ovacik district in 2014.

Known as the “communist
mayor,” he became popular for
reducing the district’s debt, making
public transport free, and establish-
ing an agricultural co-operative with
the profits used to subsidise poor
communities.

He hopes to build on the suc-
cess he achieved in Ovacik and
introduce similar policies in Dersim
to alleviate poverty and transform
the local economy.

“We will expand the production

and administration system we
started in Ovacik,” Magoglu said,
promising that Dersim would be
administered with the people with
an “open door” policy.

He won Dersim with just over
32 percent of the vote last month,
taking over from after a trustee
loyal to President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s ruling party who was
appointed in 2017 after the arrest
of the former mayor from the pro-
Kurdish People’s Democratic Party
(HDP).

On taking up his post, Magoglu
immediately uncovered shock-
ing financial mismanagement.
Following a review of the finances,

he revealed that the province was
around 65 million Turkish Lira
(almost US$11 million) in debt
with just 266,000 Turkish lira
(US$44,700) in the bank.

When Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party-appointed trus-
tee took over the municipality from
the HDP, Dersim’s accounts showed
a 17 million Turkish lira (US$2.9
million) surplus.

One of his first acts, along with
publishing the municipal accounts,
was to demolish the walls that had
surrounded the municipal building
in Dersim city centre, removing the
physical obstacles between the gov-
ernment and the people.

“When we went to the people
before elections, they had two prob-
lems. First, they did not want walls,
bureaucracy between the people and
the municipality. Second was the
issue of unemployment,” Magoglu
said.

“As part of this world where
capitalism, imperialism, and fas-
cism rule, this country is unable to
work without walls.

“Of course, we are not estab-
lishing communism. We want to
clear the path to socialism that has
been polluted by capitalism.”
Morning Star &
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Extinction rebellion
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Victor Grossman

BERLIN: People on the march are a
common sight here lately. On March 8 it
was mostly (but not only) women demand-
ing women’s rights and an end to the 20
percent wage gap with men. A big majority
were young.

For months now, on a weekly basis, many
even younger marchers have been playing
hooky! Every Friday afternoon thousands of
kids have been walking out of their classrooms
and demonstrating, carrying countless hard-hit-
ting and witty posters and banners. The move-
ment is called “Fridays for the Future” and the
main demands are an end to the use of fossil
fuels — and that politicians move far, far faster
with tough laws and measures against wors-
ening damage to the world the kids want to
inherit. In Berlin alone 25,000 took part, more
than 300,000 in 220 cities all over Germany
and two million in 123 different countries.

It all started last summer in Sweden with
16-year-old Greta Thunberg. There were pol-
iticians who righteously recalled that going
to school is required by law — hooky playing
can mean punishment for parents. But what
can you do against hundreds of thousands of
kids saying: “School learning is important,
but our planet’s well-being comes first.” And
with 26,000 scientists supporting them — some
briefly joined a sit-down blockade of a main
Berlin bridge and even President Frank-Walter
Steinmeier approved their message. The might-
iest coal barons and their right-wing politi-
cian friends hesitate to contradict the kids too
openly or sharply.

How much positive action can be expected
is another matter. For years the government let
the big automakers get away with a diesel fraud
crime, at the cost of the environment, until it
simply became too dirty to hide — and prevent
indictments. The kids’ fight is being matched
by adults — in a so-called Extinction Rebellion
by a half-million in London last week, while
the youngsters keep demonstrating, as they did
even on Germany’s Good Friday holiday. One
of their banners against climate disaster asked
plaintively: “Grandpa, what does a snow-
man look like?”” Another, inspired by the now
world-famous Swedish girl (with a side glance

at a world leader) punned: “Make the world
Greta again.”

On a very different level, more footwear
than usual was used recently by Berliners
when bus, streetcar and subway workers went
out on a one-day “warning” strike, the third of
its kind, to win higher wages from the state-
owned enterprise. The 2,900,000 passengers
who daily use this public transportation could
partially resort to elevated trains, run by a dif-
ferent, nationally-owned rail system, but many
more than usual had to use bicycles, cabs or
“schusters rappen.” The idiom means “the
shoemaker’s dark horse.”

That 24-hour strike did the trick. The
service union with the acronym “ver.di”,
Germany’s second largest with almost two
million members, won a 7-19 percent raise
plus an increased 200 € Christmas bonus. The
final deal, a compromise, did not include the
demanded 36.5-hour week — possibly meant
as a bargaining chip. This was one of a grow-
ing number of recent strikes, among them the
long-lasting conflict with Amazon. That brutal
exploiter is as fanatically anti-union here as
everywhere else!

But the issues most deeply troubling
Germans are rent increases and affordable
housing. All major cities are hit by gentri-
fication. In Berlin, where most people live
in rented apartments, fear is spreading — and
anger too. Alleged “necessary renovations,”
with huge rate increases, are forcing elderly
people out of homes they have lived in for 30,
40 or more years — with few if any affordable
substitutes. Young couples search desperately
for homes; retail shops or clubs which bound
neighbourhoods together are forced to close
by impossible new demands of distant owners.

But resistance is growing. On April 9 more
than 35,000 demonstrated in Berlin while
smaller rallies were held in other cities. At the
main rally on Alexanderplatz special tables
were set up for a so-called initiative; about
15,000 signed up. If 20,000 sign within six
months, which seems easily possible, the next
goal is to get the signatures of seven percent of
all Berlin citizens within four months. That is
a far more difficult task, but it has been mas-
tered a few times in recent years. If they suc-
ceed, a referendum must be held and if more

than a quarter of all Berliners (16 or older) go
to the polls and over 50 percent vote “Yes” that
means victory! The city-state legislature must
then pass an appropriate law seizing Deutsche
Wohnen’s apartments.

The initiative’s demand is a militant one!
“Deutsche Wohnen enteignen” — Confiscate
Deutsche Wohnen. That company — “German
Housing” — is the biggest of 12 companies
owning more than 3,000 apartments each. It
owns over 111,000 and has the worst reputation
for nastiness, most recently against decades-
long inhabitants of East Berlin’s wide Karl
Marx Allee, built in the 1950s as “Germany’s
first socialist street,” but gradually being priva-
tised since German unification.

The PR machines of Deutsche Wohnen and
other privateers are working overtime, aided
by many media, to convince citizens and city
rulers that the required reparations paid them
for confiscated apartments would cost billions
and bankrupt the city. Their figures are highly
imaginative, and any price paid them would be
regained when controlled rent payments went
into the city budget and not stockholders’ pri-
vate pockets, the deepest of them belonging,
it turns out, to US global investment manage-
ment corporation BlackRock.

The initiative was launched largely by two
devoted left-wingers (though not LINKE mem-
bers). One, as a youngster, had fled persecu-
tion in Iran. Now the LINKE (Left) party has
decided to support the initiative! That could be
very important in holding the party together
after long fractional fights nearly tore it apart.
Since it belongs to Berlin’s governing coali-
tion, it bodes well for a “Ja” vote! Nationally,
the Christians oppose it as “GDR socialism,”
the Social Democrats, though trying to seem
leftist, avoid support, and the Greens reluc-
tantly approved so as not to lose ground to the
LINKE.

Fragile LINKE party unity, at least in
this key issue, is vitally important at present.
Countless lantern posts are adorned with elec-
tion posters with elections for seats in the
European Parliament due on May 26. Even
many sceptics of the EU support this fight if
only to stop advances of the far right! A host
of local elections will also be held then and, in
September, important state elections in Eastern

"Fridays for the Future” in Berlin.

Germany will show how strong the racist
Alternative for Germany has become. It aims
for first place in Saxony. A Social Democrat-
LINKE coalition in Brandenburg is fighting for
its continued life, while in Thuringia a triple
coalition of Social Democrats, Greens, and the
LINKE, with the latter — strongest of the three
— supplying its one and only state Minister-
President in all Germany.

Will the LINKE become more militant?
Can a fight for public housing and controlled
rents or, far better, for the confiscation of rav-
enous housing predators convince people to
vote for the LINKE and no longer view it as
just another part of the establishment? Or will
they choose the racist AfD or the Greens, who
often talk progressive while willingly joining
the Christian party in coalitions and sticking to
its frighteningly bellicose foreign policy? Can
the LINKE, deflating inner conflicts, convince
people that the only genuine path to housing
and rent control, to decent jobs, adequate pen-
sions, child care, and infrastructure employ-
ment is to stop spending billions on weapons,
on fatally dangerous NATO manoeuvres
along Russian borders or on creating a new
“European army”’?

Young and old demonstrated in the tradi-
tional Easter Peace Marches with just that mes-
sage: no drones, no giant weapon purchases, no
confrontation, no weapon exports to conflict
areas and to murderers like the Saudi leaders.
They also called for no complicity in attacks
on Venezuela, Cuba or any other country. The
lamp-post placards of the LINKE this season
are sharp and clear, but the European Union is
far off, very questionable in its aims and seems
to be crumbling.

The main fight in the months and years
ahead is to mobilise people, far more than at
the Easter Marches, and fill the streets with
protesters and the workplaces — whether facto-
ries or bus terminals, hospitals, kindergartens —
with people demanding change, for themselves
as working people and for all those they serve
— against the powerful little knot of million-
aires and billionaires and their oh-so-eloquent
marionettes.

People’s World &
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Why the China bashing?

It’s because the capitalists who control
the mass media — with their subservient
politicians — fear any change that threatens
their unconstrained right to build empires
and take over profitable small businesses,
sending competition to the wall and cun-
ningly exploiting workers with low wages
to increase their share of wealth.

Check out the ABC News online article
by Christina Zhou (December 2, 2018) titled
“China’s 40 years of economic reform that
opened the country up and turned it into a
superpower”’.

Key points being; Deng Xiaoping intro-
duced the concept of the socialist market econ-
omy in 1978; the Chinese people living in
poverty dropped from 88 percent in 1981 to
six percent in 2017.

Challenging capitalism on peaceful trade
has shown the evolution of benefits of social-
ism which has a long way to go but will inevi-
tably reach its goals. Capitalism on the other
hand resorts to wars to effect regime change:
not for the benefit of those people but for
access to their resources.

Len Lean
SA

Wildlife collisions

In Australia, we are blessed with a wide
variety of unique wildlife. The vast major-
ity of Australians I believe cherish these
beautiful animals. The expansion of hous-
ing estates around Melbourne has greatly
impacted our native wildlife. Some species
have managed to survive in the areas of
remnant bushland, paddocks, parks and
gardens left on the urban fringes. These
habitats still provide homes for wildlife
that continues to live on alongside us and

our human settlements. Most people treas-
ure coexisting with these animals and enjoy
the observations, encounters and interac-
tions with them.

The Green Wedge regions of Victoria are
large areas of countryside and remnant wood-
land and so many wild animals still live here.
But there are problems for native wildlife
trying to survive in these regions; one is the
road networks that connect our communities.

Where I live we have a big problem with
vehicles and wildlife collisions. We have kan-
garoos, wombats, birds and wallabies among
other wildlife living around here. Especially at
night these animals wander about feeding and
many are being killed on these rural roads. In
winter time, with foggy nights and longer peri-
ods of darkness this situation is worse.

The past few weeks we have had four
kangaroos, a wombat, two possums and sev-
eral birds killed in our street alone, with
dozens more native animals killed in the area.
Hundreds of kangaroos and other animals are
killed on the region’s roads each year. It is so
sad and distressing to observe dead wildlife on
these roads every few days.

It is estimated that one in seven crashes on
rural roads involve animals, mostly kangaroos.
I’d like to see something done about this, like
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warning signs reminding people of the pres-
ence of kangaroos on these roads to slow traffic
down. This may stop some, hopefully most of
the collisions between vehicles and wildlife. It
may also prevent motorists being hurt in colli-
sions or crashing trying to avoid wild animals.

A lot of these accidents between vehicles
and wildlife could be avoided if we had signs
to slow motorists down between dusk and
dawn. After the deaths of several kangaroos in
one week our council put up a sign warning of
the presence of kangaroos. Since then no acci-
dents or deaths have occurred, these signs do
make a difference and work in slowing most
traffic.

Perhaps the state governments and the
RACYV would be willing to help rural councils
with a project to fund the installation of these
wildlife warning signs. Preventing accidents
would have numerous worthwhile outcomes;
it would mean the saving of some human
lives and injuries, with fewer families suffer-
ing trauma and grief, save thousands of ani-
mals being killed and injured and hundreds less
vehicles damaged. It is a sensible and viable
solution to this awful problem.

Steven Katsineris,
Vic

by

Rob Gow!

Assassination nation

Guardian readers are unlikely
to be so naive as to think that
Julian Assange is over-reacting if
he considers that his life would
be at risk — as well as his physi-
cal and mental health — should
he find himself in the clutches
of US authorities. Nothing if not
vindictive, these are the people
who actually zrained Chile’s fas-
cist dictator General Pinochet’s
torturers. Their military regu-
larly wages war on civilians and
gets offended if their actions are
denounced as war crimes by UN
personnel or other “do-gooders”.

The US army, which — regardless
of what country it is currently bomb-
ing or otherwise trying to destroy —
loudly proclaims that it is “defending
democracy and human rights”, has
at least three “black ops” units that
specialise in wearing other countries’
uniforms and shooting US troops in
volatile areas to create diplomatic
“incidents” when required. The US
also maintains assassination squads
that in the Middle East for example
carry out drone strikes against politi-
cal activists the US doesn’t care for.
(It truly is a great country, don’t you
agree?)

And it is this country that has
made no bones about denouncing
Julian Assange as a combination of
spy and terrorist, setting him up as
someone who “deserves whatever
he gets”. It is a well-tried tactic of
US authorities, dating back at least
to the FBI’s notorious campaigns
against those it identified as “public
enemies”, who (significantly) tended
to get shot dead.

Assange is an Australian jour-
nalist, but the Australian govern-
ment has not shown any interest in
defending his freedom of expres-
sion. This should not surprise us,
since federal governments whether
Liberal or Labor are primarily con-
cerned with protecting their class
interests. They will close ranks with
their fellow imperialists at every
opportunity.

During the years in which
Assange was effectively incarcerated
in the Ecuadorian embassy in the
UK, the British government applied
continual pressure on him by putting
police in the building to listen in to
his conversations and phone calls
and to spy on any visitors he might
have, etc. This treatment was clearly
carried out to please the Americans

and demonstrate to them that Britain
was not “soft on whistle-blowers”.

Now that British police have
forcibly removed Assange from the
embassy they have officially placed
him under arrest and the right-wing
media has gleefully joined in a sus-
tained campaign to vilify his morals
and his character. People could be
forgiven for not remembering that
his only “crime” was to expose
the criminal activity of capitalist
governments.

Journalists who make life diffi-
cult for capitalist governments are
treading on dangerous ground, for
although capitalist politicians and
propagandists talk a lot about “free-
dom of the press” the last thing
they want is for journalists to actu-
ally question government actions.
Accordingly, genuinely democrati-
cally-minded journalists are consist-
ently weeded out of positions and
publications where they might be
able to embarrass capitalist govern-
ments or the capitalist system itself.

Anyone who doubts the truth of
that statement needs only to look at
the treatment meted out to another
whistle-blower, the courageous
and dreadfully ill-treated Chelsea

Manning, who served seven years in
prison for co-operating with Assange
and WikiLeaks to expose US war-
crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan.
She has now been jailed once again
for refusing to answer questions
before a grand jury in the US sup-
posedly “investigating” WikiLeaks
and Assange, but all too obviously
engaged in a vengeful witch-hunt.

As Manning herself pointed out,
“The grand jury’s questions per-
tained to disclosures from nine years
ago, and took place six years after
an in-depth computer forensics case,
in which I testified for almost a full
day about these events. I stand by my
previous public testimony.”

In 2010, at the age of 22, Private
first class Manning, who was an
Army intelligence analyst, gave
hundreds of thousands of classified
Pentagon and State Department doc-
uments about the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan to WikiLeaks. These
documents revealed the US mili-
tary clearly committing war crimes.
Instead of commending her for
defending human rights, US author-
ities sentenced her in 2013, to a
staggering 35 years in prison. She
ultimately served seven years, until

Obama commuted the remainder of
her sentence as he was leaving office.

Manning, a transgender woman,
suffered in a male military prison
and attempted suicide on two occa-
sions in 2016. She was held in soli-
tary confinement and was humiliated
by being subjected to forced nudity
during inspection for the first 11
months of her incarceration. United
Nations Special Rapporteur on
Torture Juan Méndez characterised
her treatment as “cruel, inhuman
and degrading”. He couldn’t deter-
mine whether it amounted to torture
because he was not permitted to visit
her under acceptable conditions, but
I think we can all draw our own con-
clusion about that!

Torture, state-sanctioned murder,
and oppression of its critics are all-
too prevalent characteristics of “the
rule of law” in the USA, which still
has the gall to call itself “the land of
the free”. Julian Assange has every
right to be afraid of what might
happen to him if he is handed over to
“American justice”. @&
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Venezuela

CJ Atkins

In an all-or-nothing gamble, the Trump
administration’s man in Caracas, Juan
Guaidd, has opened what he’s calling the
“final phase” of the effort to overthrow
the elected government of Venezuela.
Appearing in a video flanked by a few
dozen heavily armed troops outside La
Carlota air base in the capital city, Guaido
said “the moment is now.” Beside him stood
another opposition figure, Leopoldo Lépez,
who played a role in the 2002 coup attempt
against former President Hugo Chavez.
Until today, Lépez was under house arrest
—now he is somehow on the loose.

With the opposition resorting to open
military rebellion on the streets of Caracas,
the slow-motion coup against Venezuelan
democracy that has been underway for some
time appears to be reaching its crescendo.
Trump recognised Guaidd as “acting presi-
dent” in January and began shifting control of
Venezuelan state assets in the US to him.

In the months since, provocations meant
to push the government of President Nicolas
Maduro into heavy-handed repression have
been steadily escalating. At least a thousand
soldiers, national guardsmen, and other secu-
rity officials who had abandoned their posts
and fled to Colombia have been slowly slip-
ping back into the country.

The majority of the Venezuelan people
and the bulk of the armed forces remain loyal
to the constitutional government of Nicolas
Maduro, but the Washington-backed opposi-
tion is putting everything on the line in a make-
or-break moment. If Guaidé prevails, Latin
America gets its newest US-installed extreme
right-wing government and the Bolivarian
Revolution will be extinguished.

Venezuela’s unforgivable sin has been
its insistence, since the election of Chavez
in 1998, to chart its own path of develop-
ment independent of US control and neo-lib-
eral economics. Over the past 20 years, the
socialist government has pursued programs to
tackle inequality and mass poverty, devoting
larger shares of the country’s wealth to educa-
tion, health, and social welfare. It nationalised
more of the country’s massive oil industry and
devoted the resources to social programs — a
blow to US energy giants like ExxonMobil and
ConocoPhillips.

Venezuela’s success helped set off a “pink
wave” of left-led coalition victories in elections
across the region. Tangible alternatives to the
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The majority of the Venezuelan people and the bulk of the armed forces remain loyal to the constitutional government of Nicoléds Maduro.

old status quo in Latin America were being
built everywhere. A combination of efforts by
local right-wing forces and US economic pres-
sure, however, has succeeded in rolling back
most of these gains. Venezuela, the biggest
prize of all, is one of the last left-led govern-
ments still standing.

The Venezuelan economy is in a state of
severe crisis. US sanctions and product and
food shortages (often purposely engineered
by Venezuelan businesses), combined with
hyperinflation and government mismanage-
ment, have weakened support for Maduro.
For too long, the state remained dependent on
oil revenue to fund its “social missions,” but
world oil prices have fallen sharply since the
early 2000s. The financial boom that sustained
the Bolivarian Revolution’s programs is long
passed.

Venezuelan oligarchs, the extreme right,
and the US foreign policy establishment and its
corporate backers have calculated that now is
the time to strike. The Venezuelan government
is weakened. Guaidd has united the usually
factious opposition forces. And an adminis-
tration more determined to dominate and con-
trol Latin America rules in Washington. All
the pieces have lined up to re-assert imperial
power over wayward Venezuela.
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As if on cue, the leading lights of the
pro-regime change crowd are publicly
cheering on the overthrow of democracy in
Venezuela. National Security Advisor John
Bolton, one of the architects of the Iraq War
and advocate of attacking Iran, was quick
to declare US backing for Guaid6. Trump’s
Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, said the
opposition forces “cannot be defeated.” And
Florida’s Senator Marco Rubio, knowing
what was at stake, tweeted to the opposition:
“Do not allow this moment to slip away. It
may not come again.”

The Organisation for American States, long
a channel for the dissemination of US policy
in the region, is backing the coup. The right-
wing governments which surround Venezuela
are also joining the chorus, with Colombian
President Ivan Duque and Brazil’s Jair
Bolsonaro both declaring for Guaido. Cuba and
Bolivia, meanwhile, remain steadfast behind
Maduro.

There is no going back from this point for
Guaido and the opposition. If their efforts fail,
as they have in the past, it is hard to imagine
how Washington’s “acting president” could
possibly continue as the open and public leader
of the anti-Maduro forces. With the backing of
the Trump administration, he has repeatedly

incited military officers to treason and insti-
gated economic sabotage.

At least as of this writing, there is no guar-
antee of victory for the coup leaders. After
conferring with army chiefs, Maduro says the
military is behind the government and that
“nerves of steel” will carry the day against the
opposition. Polling also suggests that, despite
their unhappiness with the Maduro govern-
ment, the vast majority of Venezuelans are
strongly opposed to any foreign intervention
into their country’s affairs. It is entirely possi-
ble that today’s events are the opening salvo in
just such an effort on the part of the US. Bolton
has reiterated that “all options” remain on the
table when it comes to Venezuela.

Guaidod’s supporters are in the streets, but
so are Maduro’s. The military and rebellious
troops are clashing at La Carlota. Duelling
marches have already been announced for May
Day. As events unfold in the days ahead, the
specifics of this article will undoubtedly be ren-
dered out of date or obsolete. But this message
will remain relevant no matter the course of
developments:

No to the coup!

No to US intervention!
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COP 24:
An Indigenous Peoples’ view

The annual UN climate talks, held in
the Polish mining town of Katowice last
December, had as the main agenda item the
drawing up of the rules for the implemen-
tation of the Paris climate treaty. Although
the negotiations proved acrimonious,
in the end they succeeded in producing
rules, which have now been dubbed the
“Katowice Climate Package”.

It was close to midnight on December 15
when the President’s gavel came down for a
final time, concluding two weeks of intense
debate at the 24th Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP 24) in
Katowice, Poland.

Indigenous Peoples from around the
world, including Tribal Nations and organi-
sations whose traditional lands are within
the current political boundaries of the
United States, participated. Except for a few
Indigenous representatives who were cre-
dentialed by States, most were designated
as “observers’ in this UN process, which is
led and controlled by the “State Parties”,
the 195 countries that signed on to the Paris
Agreement adopted in December 2015 at COP
21. Despite this power imbalance within the
UNFCCC (and, by and large, the entire UN
system), the over 100 Indigenous delegates
representing all regions of the world stood
united to insist on formal participation in
this process that impacts us so directly and to
ensure that our rights and traditional knowl-
edge are respected in national and global
efforts to combat climate change.

In Katowice the Indigenous Peoples
Caucus at the UNFCCC, known as the
International Indigenous Peoples Forum on
Climate Change (IIPFCC), met in a weekend
preparatory meeting, and met at least once a
day during the COP to discuss strategies and
reaffirm our collective positions in the face of
new developments and State proposals.

Indigenous Peoples began the session by
calling on States to meet their commitments to
reduce emissions and reverse their fatal addic-
tion to fossil fuel energy development, which is
the primary source of the greenhouse gas emis-
sions that cause climate change. The IIPFCC
opening statement referenced the recent UN
study which reported that emissions increased
in the last year with a projected 3°C rise at
the current rate, which will mean 2 to 3 times
higher in the Arctic.

The statement admonished States for
their lack of real action: “Having commit-
ted to the Paris Agreement but ignoring the
actions it demands is a failure of all States.”
The most significant and positive victory for
Indigenous Peoples at COP 24 was the formal
establishment of the Facilitative Working
Group (FWG) to develop a work plan for the
“Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples
Platform”.

The Platform is intended to strengthen and
exchange traditional knowledge for mitigating
and adapting to climate change, based on oper-
ative paragraph 135 of the Paris Agreement.

Throughout the negotiations, Indigenous
Peoples, accompanied by key State allies, held
firm on the core issues of rights protection
and equal participation. The final resolution
adopted unanimously by the COP 24 plenary
on December 8 reflected this unwavering
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commitment, emphasising, “In its entirety,
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples in the context of the
implementation of the functions of the Local
Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform
involving Indigenous Peoples”. It also estab-
lished the FWG with an equal number of
Indigenous and State representatives, seven
each. Additional places will be held open for
the future participation of ‘Local Communities’
when they are better defined and decide to
become engaged.

In an historic advance for Indigenous
Peoples’ right to participate in decision-
making as affirmed in Article 18 of the UN
Declaration, this is the first time that a UN
body will provide for direct and equal par-
ticipation, contrasting with how Indigenous
Peoples’ participation has been organised in
other UN bodies. For example, final selec-
tion of the eight Indigenous experts on the
UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is
done by the President of the UN Economic and
Social Council. Likewise, the members of the
Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples can be nominated by Indigenous
Peoples but are selected by the President of the
UN Human Rights Council.

The FWG began its work this year.
Priorities include development of a work plan
and structure for the Platform, adoption of
rights safeguards to protect traditional knowl-
edge and practices, and development of a
budget to ensure support for the participation
of Indigenous traditional knowledge holders
and practitioners if they so choose. At least one
activity for the Platform itself is planned for
2019. Possible discussion themes proposed by
Indigenous Peoples include oceans, land and
water, food sovereignty and forests reflecting
key eco- and knowledge systems impacted by
climate change.

Strategy meetings and side discussions
were held with human rights organisations,
the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, and States during the sessions
to discuss how to pressure States to include
strong human and Indigenous rights lan-
guage. But the rulebook was finally adopted
by consensus with seven references using the
terms “Indigenous” or “Indigenous Peoples”

U

(including a footnote recognising the adop-
tion of the new Platform) but making no spe-
cific references to human rights or the rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

Disappointingly, several references to
human rights in the President’s draft going
into the COP were removed in the negotiations
that took place among the States during the
COP. The final adopted text called on States
to develop and report on their “Voluntary
National Contributions” to reduce climate
change with the input of Indigenous Peoples
“as appropriate”, far weaker than assurance of
full and effective participation as called for by
Indigenous Peoples.

Frank Ettawageshik from Little Traverse
Bay Band of Odawa Indians in Michigan rep-
resented the National Congress of American
Indians at COP 24. He expressed the mixed
reactions of Indigenous Peoples regarding the
outcomes. “We are gratified that an important
milestone was reached in the formation of the
Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples
Platform and we express our appreciation to
Indigenous Peoples and States from all the
regions who worked so hard for this achieve-
ment,” Ettawageshik said.

“It is especially important that Indigenous
Peoples from each region, using their own
procedures, will select their representative on
the Facilitative Work Group which will draw
up the work plan for the Platform. But we are
extremely disappointed that the commitment
in the Paris Agreement Preamble that in all cli-
mate actions, the rights of Indigenous Peoples
and human rights generally are to be respected
and promoted, got lost in the adoption of the
Paris rulebook in Katowice. The references
to rights were consciously removed. This
shows that we still have a lot of work to do
... to explain the importance of a rights-based
approach for addressing climate change. We
will continue to raise these issues at COP 25 in
Chile, and beyond.”

IPCC report

Indigenous Peoples, especially those from
the US, took note that the United States gov-
ernment delegation was highly engaged in the
discussions and decision-making at COP 24,
despite the US President’s declaration in 2017

that the US intends to withdraw from the Paris
Agreement.

Although the US was supportive during
the Platform negotiations, they were one of
only four States that took the floor during
the final plenary of the first week to oppose
acknowledging the dire warning of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC)’s “Global Warming of 1.5°C” report
and its call for immediate, decisive action
by States to reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions.

Most States agreed that the COP should
adopt language “welcoming” the report as
a basis for global climate action.However,
the United States, Saudi Arabia, Russia and
Kuwait stated their firm opposition to this, pre-
ferring to merely “take note” of the report. The
language finally agreed upon was “expresses
its appreciation and gratitude” to the IPCC
for providing the report. Many States took
the floor to express their outrage at the US
and the other States that refused to acknowl-
edge the urgency of taking dramatic action to
bring the rate of global warming under control.
Indigenous Peoples also restated their firm sup-
port for a 1.5°C maximum goal in their closing
statement to the plenary.

In the Indigenous Peoples Caucus closing
plenary statement, Michael Charles, a youth
delegate from the Dine Nation in the US, began
by introducing himself traditionally in the
Dine’ language. “We are deeply disappointed
to see the language of human rights miss-
ing from the outcome of the rulebook text,”
Charles said, addressing both the advances
and shortfalls of COP 24. “We believe that a
rights-based approach is necessary to guide an
implementation that protects us. This text is
incomplete without human rights, and specifi-
cally Indigenous rights. We do appreciate the
commitment of the parties, the SBSTA chair,
and the UNFCCC Secretariat to the opera-
tionalisation of the Local Communities and
Indigenous Peoples Platform.

“We will now embark on a process to
breathe life into the Platform using our resil-
ience, knowledge and rights with equal rep-
resentation between States and Indigenous
Peoples.”
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