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Budget 2019-20
Protecting sacred profits

Anna Pha

The budget is “back in the black”
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg crowed as
he delivered the Coalition’s budget in
Parliament on Tuesday night, April 2. His
speech was worthy of a best actor award.
It was noteworthy for its deception and
lies, presenting the key issue as building a
budget surplus while falsely claiming that
its planned tax cuts would benefit those on
low and middle incomes.

The most important feature of this budget
is not the surplus or sound economic manage-
ment, but lining the pockets of the corporate
sector and the rich. As with past budgets, those
with the greatest wealth get the most and the
poorer, most vulnerable, are expected to wait
for a few crumbs to trickle down. They never
do.

Mean and punitive

The Treasurer’s speech is littered with ref-
erences to those who in his eyes do not deserve
a hand up or support from the state.

“Our plan is shaped by our values.

“And our values embrace all Australians.
Not just some of them.

“We believe in.

“Reward for effort.

“The power of aspiration and enterprise.

“Upholding personal responsibility.”

It is loaded with dog whistles, attempting
to justify the punitive treatment of the unem-
ployed, the sick, those with a disability, carers,
and women on low incomes in casual or pre-
carious jobs. These women have been forced
off benefits and back into the workforce.

As for childcare, the government did not
show any interest.

Despite all the calls from business organi-
sations, charities, advocacy and other groups
the government yet again refuses to increase
the NewStart payment of $277.85 a week. That
is just under $40 a day. It opposes the ACTU’s
living wage claim and Frydenberg has admit-
ted that the government has deliberately kept
wages low.

That doesn’t stop the Treasurer from
saying “Every one of us wants to see wages
growing faster.”

People With Disability Australia noted that
the federal government spent $3.8 billion less
on the NDIS in 2018-19 than was allocated in
last year’s budget.

The government has defended the NDIS
under-spend, arguing that funding is based on
supply and demand and will be available when
more people transition into the scheme.

That doesn’t wash with people in the
system who have had their services cut back
or have been waiting two years for essential
equipment. It would appear that under-spend-
ing has been propping up budgets.
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Last waltz — Treasurer Josh Frydenberg and PM Morrison.

Stretching the truth

“So tonight, I am pleased to announce a
budget surplus of $7.1 billion.” Really! A look
at the budget papers reveals that the govern-
ment is forecasting a deficit of $4.1 billion for
2018-19. That doesn’t rate a mention in his
speech: $7.1 billion refers to a forecast for the
following financial year.

It has a familiar ring to it. In 2012 Joe
Hockey promised to deliver a surplus for every
year of the Coalition’s first term.

In true Trump style, Frydenberg didn’t let
this year’s forecast of a $4.1 billion deficit get
in the way of election campaigning. After all,
its forecast of a $7.1 billion surplus in 2019-
2020 was a very convenient figure in a pre-
election budget.

What’s more it has been done “without
increasing taxes” and we were reminded of this
nine times just in case you missed it the first
time in his 40-minute spin. Taking another leaf
out of the Trump political campaigning book,
Frydenberg made 19 references to the economy
being stronger with the Coalition.

“We are reducing the debt and this inter-
est bill,” Frydenberg claimed. Really? The
Coalition promised to reduce the debt but in
reality it has risen with each new budget defi-
cit. Since the Coalition came to office, the ratio

of public debt, accumulated from budget deficit
to GDP has risen by a third.

“This government has been at the fore-
front of global efforts to crack down on mul-
tinational tax avoidance,” Frydenberg claims.
Once again, nonsense!

So its first action was to slash the
Australian Taxation Office which resulted in
the sacking of 4,400 staff. Not surprisingly,
tax avoidance has rocketed under the Coalition
government.

Frydenberg paints a rosy picture of
Australia’s economic future and then in the
next sentence points to a slowing global econ-
omy, cost of living pressures, and “serious
challenges” ahead.

Frydenberg’s forecasts of wage and eco-
nomic growth are just as questionable as those
of this predecessor. The government supported
the cuts to penalty rates and has no intention
of supporting the ACTU’s claim for a living
wage.

Tax cuts for the rich

There are massive tax cuts on the horizon,
all “without increasing taxes”. A total of $158
billion over the coming 10 years, in addition to
the $144 billion of cuts legislated for last year.
That is a total of more than $300 billion! The
biggest cuts are in later years.

Taxpayers with taxable incomes of
between $45,000 and $180,000 will see their
top marginal rate reduced from 32.5 or 47 to 30
cents in the dollar from July 1, 2024.

“Following these changes, our tax system
will remain highly progressive.” That is
another porky. If they go ahead Australia will
have taken a huge leap towards a regressive flat
tax. There is nothing progressive about a tax
system that gives the bottom 20 percent three
percent of the cuts and the top 20 percent get
54 percent of the cuts.

The Treasurer also tries to sell these tax
cuts as increasing the wages of low and mid-
dle-income workers, although it’s a bit of a
stretch of the imagination to call $180,000 a
middle income.

Firstly, tax cuts are not the same as a wage
rise. They amount to a subsidy for employers
so that they do not have to eat into their sacred
profits to provide workers with a living wage.
They rob the public purse of money that could
and should have been spent on services.

It remains to be seen whether the Fair
Work Commission takes these into consider-
ation when calculating a wage rise for work-
ers at the forthcoming Annual Minimum Wage
Review.

Continued on page 5
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Where we stand

The working class and the trade union movement in Australia
are facing the most serious attack this century. Together with other
policies being implemented by the Morrison government, the budget
will fundamentally change for the worse the social, economic and
political lives of the working people of Australia. These policies
can and must be defeated.

The deregulation of the economy and the adoption of economic
rationalist policies have substantially assisted the transnational
corporations plunder the wealth of Australia.

Workers’ living and working conditions have been attacked.
The real value of wages has been reduced. Twelve-hour shifts and
workplace stress are rife. Casualisation and contracting out along
with a constant attack on wages, including the cuts in penalty
rates, undermine job security and family life. Big companies have
benefited enormously with increased profits, but capital is never
satisfied.

The ultimate aim of the corporations, with the aid of govern-
ment, is a nation without unions, without regulations or any other
impediments to the profit-making processes of the big corpora-
tions: For Australia to become a country where employers hire
and fire workers at will, obliging them to work all hours under
any conditions.

What can be done

The CPA supports and urges maximum participation in all
ACTU co-ordinated rallies and marches being organised by the
Trades and Labor Councils. These must be seen as the beginning
of a massive campaign in which all progressive and democratic
forces become mobilised, not simply the means to have an ALP
government elected.

Every possible opportunity must be taken to inform workers
and to discuss the campaigns, not just at trade union and political
meetings, but in every student, pensioner and other community
organisation.

Innovative forms of protest should be developed and the word
“strike” must be put back into the vocabulary.

Planning should begin now to make implacable opposition to
anti-union legislation and the entire reactionary social and eco-
nomic agenda of the Liberal-National Coalition. The Morrison
government’s agenda is rotten through and through and must be
defeated.

Looking ahead, it will be necessary and possible to build an
all-embracing coalition of forces to oppose the pro-business agenda.
This should include the whole of the trade union movement, the
whole of the labour movement, community organisations, political
parties, social and welfare groups, progressive church bodies and
organisations concerned with democratic rights.

Previous anti-union legislation was busted by mass trade union
action. The 1968 trade union action following the jailing of Clarrie
O’Shea shows how such legislation can be made inoperable. This
is how the current anti-worker legislation can also be defeated.

Never forget the history of politics and the ceaseless attacks on
workers’ rights and conditions and on trade unions.

We are on the side of the workers. We are for job security,
jobs for the unemployed, a living wage for all workers and the
maintenance of traditional democratic rights that have been fought
for and won in the past.

This means that we have to oppose the big corporations — Rio
Tinto, BHP, the big banks and others. We have to oppose the poli-
cies of the federal government which is implementing the policies
and directives of the big corporations.

That’s where we stand!

Guardian

Turkey deporis journo

Phil Miller

The National Union of Journalists (NUJ) in the
Britain has condemned Turkish authorities for
deporting the Morning Star’s international editor
last week.

Steve Sweeney, writer for Britain’s left-wing news
publication, Morning Star, was barred from entering
Turkey to cover the country’s local elections, which have
been marred by allegations of voter fraud.

After landing in Istanbul his phone was confiscated
by Turkish police who detained Mr Sweeney incommu-
nicado for around 30 hours before they deported him.

NUJ general secretary Michelle Stanistreet said:
“Steve Sweeney should have the right to carry out his
job as a journalist and not be denounced in a trumped-up
accusation of being a security threat.

“Journalists should be able to carry out their work
in Turkey without fear of intimidation and persecution.”

The NUJ’s concerns were echoed by the International
Federation of Journalists, which said: “We utterly con-
demn the Turkish authorities and Steve’s deportation —
it is yet another example of their flagrant violation of
human and workers rights.”

Pen International executive director Carles Torner
also condemned Turkey.

“Instead of expelling foreign journalists, the Turkish
authorities should show they have nothing to hide by
granting them unfettered access, including during piv-
otal moments such as elections,” he said.

“The authorities should abide by their international
commitments to uphold media freedom and stop interfer-
ing with news organisations once and for all.”

And a spokesperson from English PEN said: “We are
very concerned by reports that British journalist Steve
Sweeney has been deported from Turkey where he had
travelled to cover last weekend’s local elections.

“Sweeney is one of many international journalists
and activists to have travelled to Turkey in recent years,
both to report on his findings and to show solidarity with
journalists on the ground, many of whom have been simi-
larly detained.

“Journalists — both those from Turkey and their inter-
national colleagues — must be allowed to report freely,
especially on matters of such clear public interest as
elections.”

The European Federation of Journalists and Index
on Censorship have also criticised Turkey over the
deportation.

Index on Censorship editor Rachael Jolley said: “The
Foreign Office should be alert to the fact that interna-
tional journalists going into Turkey are being prevented
from reporting as in the case of Steve Sweeney.”

Since speaking out about his deportation in this
paper, Sweeney has received death threats from support-
ers of the Turkish government who have trolled him on
social media.

One Instagram troll e_sahinog_lu said: “If you ever
come back to this country, I’ll f**k your queen. I’ll cut
off your head too.”

Turkey is the world’s worst jailer of journalists, who
have been relentlessly targeted by Turkey’s autocratic
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Sweeney has covered the crack-down closely for the
Morning Star, earning him a reputation as a seasoned
observer of Turkish and Kurdish politics.

Peace in Kurdistan said: “We would like to thank
Steve for the amazing contribution he has made in report-
ing fairly and accurately on the political situation in
Turkey over years.”

The Turkish embassy and Britain’s Foreign Office
have been approached for comment.

Morning Star &

Fight for penalty rates

PRESS FUND

Last week former cabinet minister Christopher Pyne joked

as he made a tearful final speech in federal parliament that

he would now have to cut up his own lemons to make his gin
and tonics. That doubtless left a bitter taste in the mouth for
millions of Australians who are doing it tough under coalition
government policies, not to mention the asylum seekers who’ve
been imprisoned by the government for years because they
tried to get here by boat. At the coming federal election we’ll be
contributing to the struggle to eject the odious Morrison regime
from office, but we really need Press Fund contributions, so
please send in something for the next edition if you possibly can.
Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $5, NH $50, Max Hunt $50, “Round Figure” $10,
“Sparky” $10, D White $25

This week’s total: $150 Progressive total: $2,100

tpearson@cpa.org.au

The union representing workers
from industries including hos-
pitality, aged care, security and
manufacturing has launched a
massive, multi-million dollar
campaign against the Liberal-
National government’s cuts to
penalty rates.

The United Voice union cam-
paign will run nationally across TV,
radio, print and online media, and
will be reinforced on the ground by
coordinated national actions, door
knocking and phone calls to sway
voters in target seats.

The campaign highlights Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and the
Coalition government’s terrible
record on penalty rates, with the
ads asking voters to consider ‘who
is next’ in the spotlight for penalty
rate cuts.

United Voice national secretary
Jo-anne Schofield says Morrison

needs to realise that millions of
Australian families rely on pen-
alty rates, “Scott Morrison and the
Liberal-National government have
already cut penalty rates for hun-
dreds of thousands of retail and hos-
pitality workers.

“Now, Scott Morrison, his gov-
ernment and greedy business groups
are looking at who is next. Everyone
who gets paid extra for work-
ing evenings, nights, weekends or
public holidays stands to lose. No
one’s penalty rates are safe under a
Morrison Coalition government.”

The union says it will be talking
to voters in target seats every day
until the election about the govern-
ment’s atrocious record on penalty
rates. Scott Morrison has voted eight
times already to cut penalty rates, he
can’t be trusted.

Just this month United Voice
defeated a years-long attempt to

cut penalty rates for 42,000 clubs
workers.

“Working people shouldn’t be
forced through expensive, drawn out
court battles just to stay afloat and
avoid a pay cut,” Schofield said.

The campaign is being launched
in the marginal electorate of
Dickson, in northern Brisbane,
where the Liberal Party’s Peter
Dutton holds the seat by less than 2
percent.

The TV ads warn, “Millions of
Australians rely on penalty rates to
make ends meet. The Liberals and
Nationals voted to cut the penalty
rates of hospitality and retail work-
ers. Now they’re looking at whose
penalty rates they’re cutting next.
Will it be health workers and nurses?
Their penalty rates make up to 20%
of their income. Or will it be man-
ufacturing workers? Or emergency
workers? Or will it be you?” &

Statement:
Sudanese

Hundreds of thousands are

marching in the capital and major

cities in Sudan demanding the end

of the dictatorial regime.
Hundreds of thousands marched

in the capital Khartoum and other

major cities and towns all over Sudan,

demanding the end of the regime.
April 6 will be written with let-

ters of fire and blood as it enters

the annals of revolutionary his-

tory for the second time mark-

ing the triumph of our people over

dictatorship.

Communist Partly

Under the unified leadership
of the opposition, the Forces for
Freedom and Change, the Sudanese
people are occupying the centres
of cities. In Khartoum, the masses
besieged the headquarters of the
army until the morning of April 7.

Deep cracks in the regime are
apparent, with some of its allies
abandoning ship and leaders of the
oppressive apparatus refusing to
repress the masses.

Former army officers have
joined the protest action.

The Sudanese Communist Party
has called for vigilance among its
members and supporters prepar-
ing for the final push to topple the
regime.

The Secretariat of the Central
Committee of our party appeals to
all fraternal parties to double their
solidarity actions as the dictatorial
regime is nearing its end.

Secretariat of
the Central Committee
Sudanese Communist Party
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Man makes religion, religion does not make man.

Marx - Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of law

J)
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Budget’s miserable

Peter Mac

Climate change scored less than two min-
utes in the federal Treasurer’s 40-minute
budget speech, which provided no worth-
while new ideas to deal with climate
change, the planet’s number one threat to
human life.

Australia’s emissions of carbon, the driver
of climate change, come mainly from energy
generation (about 34 percent), industry (30 per-
cent), transport (19 percent) and agriculture (15
percent).

Under the budget proposals, the govern-
ment would pay $1.38 billion to the gov-
ernment-owned Snowy Hydro, to fund
construction of the $4 billion Snowy 2.0
project. That scheme involves river water being
pumped up to high reservoirs and released
later to provide extra hydro power and iron out
irregularities in daily energy demand, particu-
larly due to variations in wind and solar energy
generation.

However, it appears the water would be
pumped up using energy from the existing
power network, most of which comes from
heavily-polluting coal-fired power stations. As
journalist Giles Parkinson commented: “The
company’s own modelling showed that after
an initial fall when [Snowy 2.0] comes on line
it will likely cause prices to rise higher than
where they would be otherwise and lift emis-
sions unless there is a big shift to wind and
solar.”

The climate change threat demands urgent
action but Snowy 2.0 would take at least six
years to complete, whereas South Australia’s
highly successful energy storage complex was
constructed in less than twelve months.

The government’s proposed $56 million
Marinus energy connector would provide the
mainland with an extra 3,000 megawatts from
the Tasmanian hydro system. This would prob-
ably involve construction of new dams, result-
ing in another bitter struggle like the battle
over the damming of the Franklin River. And
construction would probably take ten years.

Too little, too slowly

The government has previously given ten-
tative approval for ten energy projects under
its Underwriting New Generation Investments
program. However, these haven’t progressed
to commitment and weren’t mentioned in the
budget speech, and $10 million of the pro-
gram’s budget would go towards a feasi-
bility study into constructing another new
heavily-polluting coal-fired power station in
Queensland.
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The government has allocated $79 mil-
lion over seven years to support investment in
reliable energy generation and supply, but that
almost certainly rules out renewable energy
generation in the government’s eyes.

The budget makes no reference to phasing
out the mining and use of coal, a crucial meas-
ure in dealing with the climate change menace.
It allocates an extra $1.8 billion per annum for
fossil fuel subsidies to benefit mining compa-
nies, a total of $9 billion every year.

The government won’t release a policy
on electric vehicles until next year. All of
Australia’s cars are now imported, and over-
seas auto firms are rapidly converting to pro-
duction of fully electric vehicles. Under
Coalition government policies, within 20 years
Australia’s petrol and diesel automotive infra-
structure may still be largely unchanged, but
there may be no internal combustion engine
vehicles for sale.

The government proposes to spend $189
million over four years propping up the Abbott
regime’s totally discredited and almost totally
ineffective Emissions Reduction Fund, now
renamed the Climate Solutions Fund. The
scheme would pay companies to stop pumping
out carbon emissions, rather than penalising
them for doing so.

The government claims it will reach
Australia’s Paris carbon emission targets “in a
canter”, but when calculating emission reduc-
tions it ignores emissions from agriculture,
transport and heavy industry.

It continues the fraudulent “double-
dipping” practice of adding excess Kyoto

program emission reduction “carry over”
credits to any reductions it manages to make
under the Paris Agreement. Without that fraud
it would fail miserably to reach Australia’s
emission reduction targets. And if other coun-
tries decide to follow Australia’s lead on
“carry-over” credits, the feeble Paris agree-
ment will be wrecked.

Labor still inadequate

The Coalition’s fraudulent emission credit
“double-dipping” practice would be banned
by Labor, which has set itself a 2030 target
of 45 percent emissions reduction compared
with 2005 figures, and a 2050 target for zero
emissions. The Climate Council says the 2030
target should be at least 65 percent.

Labor wants electric vehicles to comprise
50 percent of all vehicles sales by 2030. The
conservative National Roads and Motorists
Association recommends reaching that target
five years earlier, in 2025.

Labor proposes to establish a $200 million
national electric vehicle charging network, and
to introduce limits for light vehicle emissions.
It also wants to impose a “cap and credit” emis-
sions trading scheme on polluters. However,
that would enable corporations to buy credits
from low-polluting firms in developing coun-
tries, allowing the Australian firms to buy their
way out of their environmental responsibility
very cheaply. Overseas emissions trading is
also highly vulnerable to fraud.

Labor would impose a 45 percent emis-
sions reduction target and an emissions thresh-
old of 25,000 tonnes per annum on industries.
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But Labor has already indicated it would
make full or partial exemptions for many
“high intensity trade-exposed” heavy indus-
tries. Regarding companies seriously impacted
by the policy after exemptions are made, a
Macquarie Industries representative claimed
with satisfaction “the actual list will have very
few names on it.”

Labor wants to strengthen the Climate
Change Authority, which was established to
provide advice on climate change policies, but
was ruthlessly deprived of funds and expertise
by the coalition.

However, like the Coalition, Labor fails to
address the major issue of reducing the produc-
tion of fossil fuels. Its policy statement doesn’t
mention the infamous Adani coal mine pro-
posal in Queensland.

Labor exempts agriculture from firm
carbon reduction targets and allocates $30 mil-
lion to pay farmers not to clear the land, rather
than requiring them to refrain from doing so
under the law and in the national interest.

Labor’s climate change policies are inad-
equate but nevertheless mostly welcome.

In glaring contrast, the Coalition has
deliberately done as little as possible in order
to retard the transition to clean energy sources
and preserve the dominance of the fossil fuel
industries, whereas the situation demands rad-
ical action as fast as possible. The Morrison
government’s policies constitute a major
threat to future generations of Australians,
and it must be dumped at the coming federal
election. &
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Politics in the Pub — Perth
Avusiralia needs a Pay Rise

Guardian

Richard Titelius

On Thursday April 5, Politics in
the Pub in Perth held its second
evening on the topic of wage stag-
nation in Australia. The event
was chaired by Dr Christopher
Crouch from the CPA (WA
Branch) who introduced the topic
by defining what a living wage
meant to the working class:

“We need economic security
and a living wage that incorpo-
rates social relationships.” This
was not occurring in today’s work-
place landscape as too many work-
ers do not have sufficient income to
buy more than the essentials of life
and have access to resources of the
state such as health, education and
quality affordable housing.

The first speaker, Meredith
Hammat, secretary of Unions WA
opened by observing that Australia
was currently experiencing record
low wage growth which last year
had shrunk to an annual average
increase of just two percent. Some
employees have had no increase
in the last two or three years.
Meanwhile the top end of town is
not doing it tough with high levels
of productivity and profit growth.

It has become so obvious
said Hammat, that the Business
Council of Australia CEO, Jennifer
Westacott, recently remarked
that she wants workers to have

more money through wage rises.
However, like the Morrison gov-
ernment, she would prefer to see
this done through small cuts in
taxes rather than the bosses shar-
ing more of their wealth with the
workers.

For their part, Hammat noted,
the “federal Liberal government of
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has
not done anything to help workers
— in fact the opposite has occurred
as they have tried to justify cutting
penalty rates.” Most Australian
workers are now on insecure work
contracts and cannot imagine what
permanent full-time employment
feels like — even many people in
their 30s and 40s who are on casual
and fixed term contracts.

Labour hire is also used by the
bosses to deny workers better pay
and conditions and keep workers

fearful and submissive hoping for
ongoing work.

Employers also cancel or
threaten to cancel Enterprise
Bargaining Agreements and moving
workers backwards onto infe-
rior award wages and conditions
as they tried on at Griffin Coal,
Carlton United Brewery, Murdoch
University and Alcoa in Western
Australia — but in each of those
cases it was the unity and solidarity
of the trade union movement which
pushed them back.

Hammat also called for multi-
employer bargaining with unions
which is available in other coun-
tries — and the bosses shouldn’t be
allowed to, “lawyer up” to screw
the workers out of their wages and
entitlements.

There is a lot at stake in this
election as it was a rare opportunity

to change the laws in this country
and change the rules which had
swung too far towards the bosses.
However, in recognition of when
the union movement took their foot
off the pedal in the “Your rights at
Work” campaign, this time Hammat
stated that “After the election, we
need to continue the unions cam-
paign to change the rules, grow the
union movement and stay relevant.”

The next speaker was Angela
Briant, WA state secretary of the
Independent Education Union.
Briant said the bosses prefer the
use of casual and fixed term con-
tracts as a Temporary Workforce
Management strategy. However,
this has a negative impact on both
the employee and the organisation
as “the more workers’ rights are
undermined, the more they are dis-
empowered, the more they often

retreat from the union and working
class activism.”

Briant said that as workers
became discouraged they often
sought meaning in life in other
ways — in non-material ways
such as social media and internet
gaming where rewards could often
be immediate and tangible. It was
therefore important that members
were encouraged to seek solidarity
and strength in their material condi-
tions as this would ultimately be the
only way that a more empowered,
meaningful and rewarding existence
could be achieved. Briant said that
it was necessary to rescue the social
contract which the individual has
with society, as currently we give
away too much and get too little
back from the state or sovereign.

Briant said that ultimately this
is what in many ways the ACTU’s

Change the Rules Campaign is all
about — taking back the power in the
class struggle that in recent years
has through successive Liberal and
Labor governments gone too much
to the benefit of the bosses.

The Communist Party of
Australia calls on all workers to
support the ACTU’s Change the
Rules campaign and attend the ral-
lies around the nation on April 10.
Next month make May Day the big-
gest. Vote the Liberal government
out and then if Labor win — to keep
the pressure on the new government
to lift real wages and repeal anti-
union legislation.

However, when that doesn’t
work, remember the words of, The
Internationale, the hymn of the
working class, change will not come
from above. &

A pre-election sales pitch

The federal pre-election sales pitch budget
has failed to provide any plan to increase
real wages or deliver secure jobs, says the
Australian Services Union.

Scott Morrison and the Coalition govern-
ment have used $4 billion in unspent NDIS
money to prop-up a budget surplus and at the
same time have given over $224 a week in tax
cuts to people who earn over $200,000 a year.

There are no measures to address grow-
ing inequality and no assurances for the many
vital community services that are already
struggling to keep their doors open.

The government have proved once again
that they are firmly on the side of big busi-
ness, not working people, our families or
communities.

Nothing for workers

The budget provides no concrete meas-
ures to lift wages in Australia. Wage growth
is at an all-time low while the profits of big
corporations, many of whom pay no tax, con-
tinue to rise at a staggering rate.

* Nothing to address the gender pay gap,
when the government even admits in its
Budget that it is at least 15 percent.
Continuing to freeze superannuation
at 9.5 percent and doing nothing
to address the gender pay gap in
retirement income — leaving many
workers to retire in poverty. The Budget
entrenches disadvantage for people
living with family and domestic violence
by encouraging them to use their
superannuation to support themselves.
There is nothing to support secure per-
manent jobs. The government has done noth-
ing to stop big business’ attempt to introduce
cut-rate casuals in the community and disabil-
ity sectors — attacking the permanent secure
jobs and wages of hundreds of thousands of
workers.

Growing inequality
Tax cuts that focus on the top end of town,

and give more money to people who earn
over $200,000 than anyone else (over $224

a week extra), while pensioners get a one off
payment equivalent to $1 a week, and people
on Newstart and Youth Allowance who are
already living in poverty get nothing.

There are no measures to tackle housing
affordability — nothing to support more social
or affordable housing.

Uncertainty

Not a cent of extra money to support
better training or wages in the NDIS, despite
unspent NDIS money providing the govern-
ment $4 billion in surplus. ASU members
have been calling for a Portable Training
Scheme. The government’s own NDIS
Committee recommended our scheme that
would cost just one cent in every NDIS dollar
and provide a quality, trained workforce.

There is nothing to address the pend-
ing community mental health funding cliff.
Essential community service programs like
PHAMS (Personal Helpers and Mentors
Service (PHaMs) Transitioning program are
still set to end on June 30. This will be a huge

impact on these programs and for the vulner-
able members of the community.

The budget specifies that there will be
NO money to support equal pay increases
beyond 2020 and NO indexation on govern-
ment grants to the community sector.

The only initiative to address domes-
tic violence is to give millions to for-profit
company Medibank Private to run 1800
RESPECT, after privatising the service in
previous years. Allowing a corporation to
increase their profit from rape.

Over 60 percent cut in funding for serv-
ices to asylum seekers.

No funding for renewable energy or just
transition for workers in the energy sector.
Energy bills will continue to go up, and noth-
ing is being done to address climate change.

No new money for local government. &



Guardian

Australia

In Solidarity

US refuses entry to Canadian journalist

Deisy Francis Mexidor

His overt support for Venezuela appears to be the reason why
Canadian journalist, author and social media activist Arnold August
was denied entry to the United States on March 16.

August told Prensa Latina that he was on his way to participate in the
#HandsOffVenezuela march, held by ANSWER (Act Now to Stop War and
End Racism) on March 16 in Washington, DC.

“I was planning to bring a message from Canada, citing thousands of
social activists in my country, and its more than five million trade union-
ists, who have positioned themselves against the policies of Donald Trump
and the Lima Group, in which the Canadian government is playing a lead
role,” he said.

But at the airport in Montreal, “I was taken aside and sent to the
Homeland Security Office and its Customs and Border Protection
Department. After a long wait, I was interviewed by an official.”

He was told that, according to FBI data in the possession of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), he had been convicted three times in
Canada, between 1972 and 1974. (These were for activities related to politi-
cal protests,” he told Prensa Latina.) This criminal record, said the official,
prevents him from being admitted to the United States.

“I objected, arguing that this was not the first time I had been taken aside
by Homeland Security and even questioned about the same charges. Yet,
they had never denied me entry to the United States.”

“I wanted to know what had changed, I asked ‘“Why Now?’ And when
there was no response, I challenged again: “Why Now?’ but I got no answer.
I persisted and she then repeated that ‘today they are enforcing a regula-
tion that prevents anyone with a criminal record from entering the United
States.””

August could not hide his amazement, since everything he was told
by Homeland had been known to the authorities for over four decades.
He asked again for an explanation and was handed a form known as the
Homeland Security Waiver Application, “should he wish to challenge the
decision.”

“After that, they escorted me out of the boarding area to the main
entrance of the airport.”

August is the author of three books, as well as a series of articles on
Venezuela that he has published since his visit to Caracas on February 4,
directed in particular at a US audience. He commented that the March 16,
2019, border incident brought to mind previous occurrences that have now
taken on greater significance in today’s context of increasing hostility in
Washington towards Venezuela and Cuba.

He recalled from his old notes that on May 29, 2014, a Homeland
Security official at the Montreal airport had questioned him about articles,
apparently found by Googling on the Internet, that he had written about the
coup against President Manuel Zelaya of Honduras.

The official also wanted to know if he had ever attended meetings with
senior officials of the Cuban government, to which he replied that he had
met Fidel Castro twice.

On another occasion, several months in the 2010s, he was asked his
opinion about the Caribbean island and replied: “I support the Cuban
Revolution.”

In yet another incident at the airport the following year, challenging
yet another incident of harassment, August asked whether it had to do with
his political opinions and was told that the only problem was his criminal
record. The 1972-74 date, the official said, was a date of reference if at any
time Homeland determines that “you are a danger to the US.”

“So, on March 16, 2019, they’re using those old incidents as a pretext to
regard me as an alleged threat to the security of the United States,” he said.

“It’s perfectly clear that what really matters to them is not some archived
file from the early 1970s but my political opinions today. That is why I was
barred from the United States on March 16,” he concluded. Apparently, ‘the
date of reference (1972-74)’ arrived on that Saturday morning in March after
more than four decades of those events filed by the FBI.”

Here Arnold’s speech:

Dear friends,

Millions of workers across the country have taken
a very strong stand, alongside the thousands of people
within social and political movements who have been
demonstrating in cities across Canada over the last few
months, in support of elected President Nicolas Maduro
and Venezuela’s right to self-determination — and
against the Trump/Lima Group/Trudeau government
alliance seeking regime change. This is the Canada that
I know!

I share here a cross-section of quotes from
supporters.

Quote from the Canadian Labour Congress and
its 3 million workers:

“The CLC vehemently rejects a militarised solution
to this crisis; the people of Latin America have not for-
gotten the brutal history of military rule in the region.
Venezuelans need to resolve their differences through
constructive dialogue and democratic processes. The
CLC calls on the Government of Canada to abstain
from seeking regime change and intervening in the sov-
ereign affairs of Venezuela. Canada’s role on the world
stage is better suited to promote stability through con-
structive dialogue with the international community.”
(Canadian Labour Congress, “Canada’s unions urge
federal government to help restore peace in Venezuela,”
January 30, 2019. http://canadianlabour.ca/news/
news-archive/canadas-unions-urge-federal-govern-
ment-he|p-restore-peace-venezue?o)

Quote from the Canadian Union of Public
Employees and its 650,000 workers:

“The Canadian government was one of the first
governments in the world to declare support for Juan
Guaido. In doing so, they have chosen to side with a
self-declared leader over President Nicolas Maduro,
who was duly elected by the people of Venezuela.
They have also chosen to side with Donald Trump
and US foreign policy.” (Canadian Union of Public
Employees, “CUPE Statement on the situation in
Venezuela,” January 25, 2019. https://cupe.ca/
cupe-sfcﬂement-situation-venezueﬁ:)

Quote from the Canadian Union of Postal
Workers (CUPW) and its 50,000 members:

“CUPW Condemns Canada for Supporting
US-Backed Coup in Venezuela.
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It is deeply disturbing that the Canadian govern-
ment has chosen to support this US-backed coup, which
is in direct violation of international law. By following
the US agenda in Venezuela, Canada has aligned itself
with the right-wing regimes of the Lima Group and
Donald Trump, who resemble past US governments
who intervened and disrupted democratically elected
governments in the Americas and elsewhere in the
world. This is unacceptable.

Venezuelans created their Bolivarian Constitution
from the ground up and have held several democratic
elections. Venezuelans are capable of running their
country without interference and harassment from the
United States and its allies, including Canada.

The presidential elections of May 20, 2018 were
free, transparent, reliable, secure and in accordance with
the law, according to observers from around the world,
including a CUPW delegate, who travelled to Venezuela
to observe the elections.

President Maduro won with 67.84% of the vote.”
(Canadian Union of Postal Workers, “CUPW Condemns
Canada for Supporting US-Backed Coup in Venezuela,”
February 7, 2019. https://www.servicepostalpublic.ca/
en/cupw-condemns-canada-supporting-us-backed-
coup-venezuela)

Issuing similar statements, the Vancouver and
District Labour Council (VDLC) titled its view with
“Hands Off Venezuela”:

“The VDLC condemns the attempted coup taking
place in Venezuela, which aims to install an unelected
figure, the acts of terrorism against government offi-
cials and public facilities. We call upon the Canadian
government to end its sanctions against Venezuela, and
promote dialogue and diplomacy instead of economic
interference and threats.” Vancouver and District
Labour Council, “Hands Off Venezuela,” January 26,
2019. http://www.vdlc.ca/hands_off_venezuela)

Toronto and York Regional Council:

“Latin America has not forgotten the horrific his-
tory of military rule in the region. The Government of
Canada must refrain from seeking regime change.”

Thank you.

Hands off Venezuela!

Arnold August
Washington, D.C March 16, 2019

Budget 2019-20

Continued from page 1

Consistent with its neo-liberal economic
policies, the government’s income taxes are
skewed in favour of the rich. So much so that
anyone on an income below $18,2001 — the
tax-free threshold — gets nothing. These cuts if
enacted serve to entrench and deepen inequality.

Job Search payments are a maximum of
$14,448, well within the tax-free threshold. A
pensioner on $24,041 stands to gain nothing
with the bottom threshold remaining at 19 per-
cent and still kicking in at $18,201.

So pensioners, the unemployed, carers,
people with a disability and others relying on
social security payments miss out yet again.

The existing “low and middle income tax
offset” for taxpayers with a taxable income of
up to $126,000 will be increased to a maximum

of $1,080 for single income families and $2,160
for families on a dual income.

In addition, the low income tax offset for
those on taxable income will receive up to $700.

Again, if you have an income which is
below the tax threshold, then you also miss out
on this payment. This payment is set to be offset
against 2018-19 taxable income.

Amongst the other budget items there is a
promise to lift the freeze on Medicare rebates,
but so far no indication by how much. The
health measures for the treatment of cancer are
an important step forward but should be applied
across the board for all illnesses and dental
health.

As was to be expected the environment
came a poor last in priorities. The infrastructure
projects focus on marginal seats. &

Examples of regressive tax cuts

Taxable income Highest marginal rate Tax cut
Now 2024-2025
Upto$18200............. 0%............ 0%........... $0
Pensioner on $24,081 ... ... 19%........... 19%........... $0
$80,000................ 325%. ...t 30%....... $1,955
$140,00 . ................ 37%......o oL 30%....... $5,840
$200,000................ 45%. ... ... 45%. ... .. $11,640
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The capitalist illusion (Part 2)

The independent state

Eoghan O'Neill

Part 1 of this article from the Communist
Party of Ireland’s paper Socialist Voice,
was published on February 27 — #1858.

All the wealth created by labour in the pro-
duction process is appropriated by capital,
only appearing in its money form in the
exchange process, with a portion of the
proceeds then being redistributed back to
labour through the wages system. Workers,
individually or collectively, through their
unions, will try to bargain with the capital-
ist for a pay rate, which varies from job to
job and country to country and is depend-
ent on a number of factors.

The point here is that the same exploita-
tive process is in operation: it’s only the rate of
exploitation that varies.

In Ireland and other western countries, the
working class has risen from super-exploitation
in the workplace, but that doesn’t mean exploi-
tation has been eradicated: it has only moved,
along with the labour-intensive industries, to
countries of the global south.

A class question

All too often, class is categorised and
defined in monetary terms or cultural terms:
wage levels, people’s customs, accents, tradi-
tions, place of residence, etc; but this definition
will never reveal the class system that exists
but will only create prejudices.

Without doubt those on very high wages
and senior managements are easily seduced by
the capitalists, so they become apologists for
them; they aspire to join them, and so cannot
be relied upon as allies when we are trying to
unite the working class.

Being conscious of this reality, we still
do not serve our interests by thinking of class
in these terms, as this only creates divisions
within the working class. In fact understand-
ing class as a social or cultural category is one
of our big weaknesses and one of the reasons
why reformism becomes prevalent in so many
left-wing and social-democratic movements:
because these forces underestimate the dynam-
ics behind class power.

In antagonistic modes of production there
must exist legal and political relations, dictated
by the state authority to protect the interests
and privileges of private-ownership structures.
When citizens begin to question aspects of the
system and to agitate on different issues that
strike at those ownership structures — as for
example in recent years over water and hous-
ing — the class nature of the state exposes itself
in how it reacts to such agitation.

This is the true essence of the state: creat-
ing the bodies and institutions that protect and
allow the ruling class to maintain power to suit
their interests. The capitalist ruling class can
only rule so long as private ownership is at the
core of state law and policy; hence the impor-
tance of deconstructing Lenin’s conclusion that
all forms of capitalist democracies become the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie (the owners of
capital), because they dictate the laws that are
enshrined in the constitutions and treaties of
states by the power they exert on the structures
and institutions within society.

The state

The state, therefore, though complex in
its web of inter-connectedness, is simple in
its objective. Quite clearly, not all bodies of
the state are run for and by the ruling class,
but “the state machine is bound by a thousand
threads to the bourgeoisie.” Working-class,
left-wing and labour bodies that operate within
the limits set by the state apparatus, such as the
Irish Congress of Trade Unions, campaigning
bodies (such as Right2Water, housing coali-
tions) or political parties (Sinn Féin, Socialist
Party, People Before Profit) put forward
demands that are totally within the limits of the
system. They get drawn into debates over taxes
— government revenue and expenditure, cost-
rental versus social housing, or the minimum
wage, for example — that do nothing to expose

the class nature of the state but are constantly
dragged into the swamp of bourgeois politics,
accepting the rules of the game.

The dominant class — the ruling class —
when it suits, uses these forces as a way to
maintain the illusion of impartiality, so they are
tolerated, even exalted, sometimes even sub-
sidised, if they can be used to sow confusion
within the working class.

When these bodies don’t dissent fun-
damentally from the ruling ideology, they
conform to a greater or lesser degree to that
ideology.

This is the strength of the system; but it
also reveals a weakness, a chink in the armour.
It is the inconvenience of national democracy
that curtails the most ruthless capitalist exploi-
tation in the west. Only because states have had
to make concessions to working-class forces do
we have the type of welfare policies and sup-
port in western countries that are now under
attack.

Even so, these concessions were made at a
time when the socialist bloc was an economic
and ideological threat to capitalism. Since that
threat was internally dismantled by gangster
officials, politicians, and western-backed anti-
communist forces, the imperialist powers have
moved to dismantle the welfare systems of the
western capitalist countries, while at the same
time they have intensified the super-exploita-
tion of the global south.

The nature of democracy

The last line of defence to protect the
working class is the national democratic struc-
tures, however limited they are in their capital-
ist form.

It is no wonder, then, that in Europe, as a
way to override national democracy, a supra-
national body, the European Union, was estab-
lished. The drive towards making the EU a
superstate or a United States of Europe, with
all the hallmarks of a state, as described above,
is primarily for consolidating European impe-
rialist power in order for European imperialism
to compete against other imperialist blocs.

What separates the EU from other impe-
rialist powers is that, by way of the unelected

European Commission, it alone is allowed to
draft EU laws and directives and so has been
able to create legal, political and ideological
institutions and structures that not only have
privatisation enshrined at their core but have
made it illegal for any EU member-state to
democratically choose an alternative socio-
economic system.

Democracy has been bypassed; account-
ability has become non-existent; and all power
resides at the centre in an unelected body,
which is beholden only to lobbyists acting on
behalf of the capitalist class.

If the gravity of this democratic deficit is
ignored by progressive forces, in the not-too-
distant future the worst capitalist exploitation
will once again encroach on the working peo-
ples of Europe as well as accelerating else-
where around the globe.

If those progressive people working within
the trade union movement fail to distinguish
the woods from the trees, if they focus only on
their own sectional demands rather than politi-
cally educating their members on the capitalist
wage system, then, rather than having a seat at
the table, trade unions will become redundant,
both for their members and for the ruling class.

If local communities and campaign groups
fail to join the dots between the financial crisis,
austerity measures, the housing crisis, the envi-
ronmental crisis, and their cause — the capitalist
system — we leave ourselves and future gen-
erations vulnerable to absolute catastrophe
and destruction, both at the individual and the
social level.

If parties of the left and their members
choose to ignore the class nature of the state,
of the EU and all capitalist centres of power,
those forces that profess to be on the side of the
working class will in fact mislead the working
class, and an unconscious class will wake up to
find itself even more powerless!

Ideology

Our weakness is the ability of the ruling
class to divide us on ideological grounds. It is
our lack of class-consciousness and of clarity
of understanding of our class society that is
preyed upon. We see the ranks within our class
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being easily cajoled; careerism buys many off;
reformism and political opportunism are ram-
pant; while electoral politics runs roughshod
over strategic campaigning on transformative
demands, bringing those on the left foolishly
into the fold of the establishment’s physical
space and its narrative of budgets, taxes, and
abiding by EU rules.

Seldom if ever will you hear Eoin O Broin
(Sinn Féin) or Richard Boyd Barrett (People
Before Profit, i.e. Socialist Workers’ Party)
or others on the left in the public eye, when
debating such issues as wealth, inequality,
austerity, or housing, clearly and properly link
and explain class, the state, and imperialism —
the holy trinity in developing class-conscious-
ness — in their analysis. For all their good
intentions, they either do not fully understand
or do not want to fully understand the class
nature of the state and the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie.

If Sinn Féin or the Socialist Workers’ Party
were a real imminent threat to the ruling class
they would not be tolerated; the full power and
influence of the Irish state and the EU would
come down upon them, as has happened else-
where when they seemed to threaten the capi-
talist class — SYRIZA in Greece being a classic
example.

They may become a threat to the estab-
lished political parties in government; but real
power resides with those who own the means
of production and the state that protects their
privileged position.

These are signs of the ideological deficit on
the left in Ireland and elsewhere and of a class
that is diffuse, caught up between old republi-
can politics, social democracy, socialist ideals,
social justice, and ignorance.

If we are to build a movement and unify
around a transformative programme that
promotes the interests of the working class
while also exposing the class nature of soci-
ety and the weaknesses within the class
enemy, we must strive to rid ourselves of our
own fallibilities in whatever manifestations
they take.

It is incumbent on members of all left par-
ties, trade unions, community organisations,
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progressive movements and individuals who
have an understanding of the class nature of
society to influence and educate others on the
capitalist illusions that permeate society.

Class power

The class enemy is more powerful than
ever before, and has more wealth and resources
at its disposal than at any other time in history;
but it is not omnipotent. The imperialist centres
feed off other countries, with their tentacles
wrapped round each one, sucking the life blood
from within, with their array of treaties, trade
deals, conditional loans, and military power.

It is, in fact, the sovereignty of independent
states that is the key to breaking the power of
imperialist rule. It will not do to merely publi-
cise and acknowledge the reality of class strug-
gle: we have to make clear to the rank and file
that what we want, as a class, is to overthrow
the capitalist system.

No elected government, no matter how
progressive its program, can deliver this, and
no compromises or capitulation can be toler-
ated if we are to rid the world, piece by piece,
country by country, of this parasitic, exploita-
tive, destructive and barbaric system.

But for this to happen we, the working
class of all nations and nationalities, have to
be guided by the principle that the class strug-
gle extends to the recognition of the necessity
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e. a state
of and for the working class, where the means
of production are held in common ownership
by all citizens and are directed and protected
by a state apparatus that is “tied by a thousand
threads” to the working class.

This recognition, as Lenin pointed out, “is
what constitutes the most profound distinction
between the Marxist and the ordinary petit (as
well as big) bourgeois.” Thus begins the social-
ist revolution, the conscious dismantling and
destruction of the old state apparatus and its
replacement by constructing new institutions,
new democratic structures, new treaties, new
trade agreements, that are in the interests of the
working class, who long for equality, peace,
and prosperity.
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Chronicle of

Sedn Edwards

The attempted coup d’état of January 23 in Venezuela is unique
in one respect: it was promoted and organised openly and publicly
by the government of the United States, supported by its allies and
client states in Europe and Latin America.

One hundred years ago the United States declared its right to inter-
vene wherever and whenever it liked in Latin America; but in modern
times it never acknowledged its crimes, though they were well known.
The Venezuelan coup, however, was openly called for and organised
by the US government, which meanwhile enforced crippling economic
sanctions.

An insignificant young man, Juan Guaidd, chairperson of the
National Assembly (which is itself in contempt of the Supreme Court),
was encouraged to declare himself “president of Venezuela.” He was
tutored by vice-president Pence of the United States, who phoned him on
January 22, and he obediently declared himself president the following
day, claiming that the election of Nicolas Maduro last May was invalid,
and therefore the presidency was vacant.

There followed a campaign of anti-Chavista marches, some of them
quite large, accompanied by a few violent incidents in an attempt to
create a breakdown of public order, which might be used to justify for-
eign intervention. The Chavista marches in support of the government
were, of course, many times larger, though this was not reported in the
corporate media.

The coup attempt did not get much traction among Venezuelans,
even among opposition supporters, only the extreme right. The gov-
ernor of the state of Tachira, Laidy Gomez, for example, was strongly
opposed, as was Henrique Capriles, a former presidential candidate.

Left to itself, the effort at regime change would have fizzled out, and
Juan Guaidé would have returned to his former obscurity (81 percent of
Venezuelans had never heard of him before). But the United States and
its allies “recognised” Guaido as president of Venezuela and organised
shipments of “humanitarian aid,” which it threatened to forcibly bring in
to Venezuela, without the government’s agreement. According to them
there exists a humanitarian crisis in Venezuela. (For the true story see

Abby Martin’s interview with Alfred de Zayas, the UN rapporteur on
human rights in Venezuela, at finyurl.com/y3mjn92j.)

The date set for the intrusion and the contrived excuse for inter-
vention was February 23. Trucks containing supplies, along with
Colombian police and military, as well as followers of Guaido, gath-
ered on the Colombian side of the bridge connecting the two countries,
with Venezuelan police and military on the other side. Two trucks were
set on fire as a provocation, so that the Venezuelan authorities could be
blamed; but the intended armed conflict between the two states did not
materialise.

Yet the threat remains. As Trump and Pence keep saying, “all options
are on the table, including military force.” However, even America’s
closest allies could not bring themselves to endorse military force. The
Group of Lima, the carefully assembled group of client states, meeting
in Bogota on February 25, repudiated the use of force. The European
Union, not normally averse to militarism, expressed the same view: “The
cat would eat fish, but would not wet her feet.”

The United States, perhaps a little chastened, has not carried out its
threat of invasion; but Pence is talking as belligerently as ever, and new
sanctions have been announced.

The coup has failed completely. But the Latin American oligarchies
and their imperialist backers in North America and Europe are desper-
ate to restore their hegemony over the continent, and to suppress the
Bolivarian Chavista process and eliminate the threat of socialism.

In 2004, when the coup d’état against President Aristide in Haiti had
collapsed, the United States, France and Canada intervened directly, kid-
napped the president, and brought him to the Central African Republic,
a French client state.

A direct intervention is still a possibility, and the illegal economic
sanctions and the theft of Venezuelan state property by the United States
and Britain continue to cripple the economy and cause great hardship
for the people.

Yet the Venezuelan people are not conceding: they are heroically
resisting, they are resolved to continue the program of Hugo Chavez for
independence and social progress.

Socialist Voice &

Climate change

World’s first mammal declared extinct in Australia

Len Lean

Without fanfare in a press statement
released by federal Environment Minister
Melissa Price on February 18, the Minister
announced the removal of a small coastal-
dwelling rodent from endangered to the
extinct list. This news made headlines in
other countries such as the UK and the
US, such as “Man-Made Climate Change
causes its First Mammal Extinction in
Australia”. Not so publicised in Australia
— kept low key as possible in election mode.
Years ago, the small rat-like rodent could
be seen scurrying across the sand and coral

rubble on the Australian island of Bramble
Cay. The Bramble Cay Melomys* was an
endemic species of the isolated Bramble Cay
a vegetated coral cay located at the northern
tip of the Great Barrier Reef.

Described by researchers as having
been seen in 2009 and declared extinct by
University of Queensland researchers in
2016, it was formally declared extinct by
the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) in May 2015. Its extinc-
tion was described as the first extinction of a
mammal species due to anthropogenic climate
change.

Federal and state governments must do

more than just lip service on climate change:
our youth have shown the depth of concern
with school strikes and demonstrations, but
more action is required to shift parliamentary
head out of the sand. No easy task but it must
be done as quickly as possible.

*Melomys is a genus of rodents in the family
Muridae. It contains species which live in

the wet habitats of northern Australia (Far
North Queensland), New Guinea, Torres
Strait Islands and islands of the Indonesian
archipelago. &
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Braving Israel’s bullets

one yedar on

Sarah Algherbawi

Atia Younis has been a regular
participant in Gaza’s Great
March of Return since it began
on 30 March last year. He has
attended all but one of the pro-
tests held each Friday. The sole
time Younis missed a demonstra-
tion was in July — after he inhaled
tear gas sprayed by Israeli forces.
Being exposed to this chemi-
cal weapon left the 67-year-old
unwell for a week, during which
time he endured muscle spasms.

The incident was frightening.

Younis had brought 14 of his
grandsons with him to a tent erected
about 500 metres from the fence sep-
arating Gaza and Israel. They were
singing patriotic songs and playing
a game to see who knew the most
Palestinian place-names, when the
Israeli military began firing in their
direction.

“My grandsons started to scream
and run,” said Younis, who lives in
Rafah, Gaza’s southernmost city.
Amid the panic, Younis left the tent
and tried to locate his grandsons.
Initially, he was only able to find
four of them.

“I felt helpless, everyone was
running from the smoke and it was a
big mess,” Younis said. “I kept call-
ing the names of my grandsons. |
was praying to God not to lose any
of them.”

It took approximately 30 min-
utes before it was possible to see
through the thick white fog of tear
gas. Luckily, all of Younis’ grand-
sons were safe.

“For a moment, I felt it was
wrong to take the children [to the
protests],” Younis said. On further
reflection, Younis came to the con-
clusion that he had not sought to put
them in harm’s way.

Like most people in Gaza,
Younis is a refugee. His family
hails from Barbara, a village in his-
toric Palestine that was ethnically
cleansed by the Israeli military in the
last few months of 1948.

The weekly protests assert that
Palestinian refugees have a right
return to towns and villages from
which they and their relatives were
expelled. The right has been recog-
nised by the United Nations.

Younis points to how the march
has continued despite Israel’s
extreme violence as evidence of its
effectiveness. “But Gaza still needs
the support of the West Bank and
Arab countries,” he said.

Reading for rights

Mustafa al-Zatma, 28, another
Rafah resident, is an engineer in the
private sector.

“I have a good job here and have
ambitions to work in an international
engineering company,” he said. “I
love my life but this doesn’t prevent

Israel’s medical
experimentis

Palestinian prisoners held in
Israeli jails are being used as
guinea pigs for medical experi-
ments without their knowledge
in a “war against humanity,” a
leading Israeli politician warned
today.

Mohammad Baraka, head of the
extra-parliamentary High Follow-up
Committee for Arabs in Israel,
claimed that the Health Ministry
had licensed big pharmaceutical
companies to conduct the secretive
medical trials.

“This is a clear war against
humanity and international rights
groups must take Israel to the ICC
over its crimes against prisoners.

“There are reports that the
Ministry of Health issued licences
to several international compa-
nies to carry out medical tests
on Palestinian and Arab prison-
ers in Israeli jails without their
knowledge.

“This crime is added to the
record of crimes against the
Palestinians, mainly the prison-
ers inside Israeli jails, who are
being denied their basic rights,” the
former parliamentarian said.

The Israeli Ministry of Health
was contacted for comment, how-
ever it had not responded at the time
the Star went to press.

Its website claims all clini-
cal trials with human subjects are
conducted by a “responsible phy-
sician in a hospital setting in
accordance with the Public Health
Regulations.”

Those that are registered in the
world database are publicised by the

Health Ministry, which listed details
0f 2009 clinical trials online.

However Professor Nadera
Shalhoub-Kevorkian from Israel’s
Hebrew University caused contro-
versy in February when she made a
similar claim during a lecture series
at New York’s Columbia University.

She stated that Israeli authori-
ties have permitted large pharma-
ceutical firms to experiment on
Palestinian prisoners, and have also
been testing weapons on Palestinian
children.

In 1997, Israeli newspaper
Yedioth Ahronoth reported remarks
made by Dalia Itzik, then chairman
of a parliamentary committee which
acknowledged the Israeli Ministry
of Health had given pharmaceutical
firms permits to test new drugs on
prisoners.

It was claimed that 5,000 clini-
cal tests had already taken place.

During the lecture,
which is available online, Ms
Shalhoub-Kevorkian also warns that
“Palestinian spaces are laboratories”
with Israeli military firms testing
weapons on Palestinian children in
the Palestinian neighbourhoods of
occupied East Jerusalem.

She claimed that the industry
was trialling new arms as “show-
cases” to boost security technolo-
gies and weapon sales in the global
market.

Hebrew University issued a
statement distancing itself from the
claims, which it said were not repre-
sentative of its views.
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Israeli forces violently attacking Palestinians as they evict them from their homes in Khan Al-Ahmar village of Jerusalem.

me from participating in the march
— like all my people to demand the
right of return.”

His family is originally from al-
Majdal, a village which was captured
by Israeli troops in November 1948.
Ashkelon — a city in Israel — has been
built on the village’s remains.

During one of the weekly pro-
tests al-Zatma joined a number of his
friends to organise a reading chain. It
involved sitting in circles and open-
ing books around 700 meters from
the boundary fence.

“This event was a message to the
world that the people participating in
the Great March of Return are edu-
cated people, who are aware of the
Palestinians’ rights,” he said.

The distance from the fence and
the fact that the activity was clearly
peaceful did not stop Israel from
firing tear gas towards the readers.

Insisting that he is “totally with”
the march, al-Zatma nonetheless
thinks that the protests’ organisers
should prevent children from taking
part. “Children are widely targeted
by Israeli snipers,” he said.

Almost 200 Palestinians have
been killed during the weekly pro-
tests since their launch at the end of
March 2018. More than 40 of them
were children.

“| saw Azzam fall”

Twelve-year-old Iyad Barbakh
disagrees with suggestions that chil-
dren should not be allowed to take
part. “If I was prevented from par-
ticipating in the march, I would find
a way to do so,” he said. “T go to the
march to demand the same rights as
any other child in the world.”

By far the worst thing that hap-
pened to Iyad in the past year was
that his friend Azzam Oweida was
shot by an Israeli sniper. He died
shortly thereafter.

“I saw Azzam fall to the ground
with blood on his face,” said Iyad.
“I will never forget him.” Iyad him-
self has been injured twice during the
protests.

On the first occasion, he was hit
by a tear gas projectile. He required
treatment for burns as a result. On
the second occasion, Iyad was shot in
the arm and leg during February this
year. He has kept joining the protests
despite these additional injuries.

Bearing witness

Two women and one girl have
been killed in the weekly protests.

Malina al-Hindy participates in
the demonstrations, along with her
husband and children.

“Women have always been side
by side with men in all areas of
Palestinian resistance,” she said. “It’s
our duty to participate in the march.”

Al-Hindy has paid a price for her
defiance. She has been injured three
times with tear gas projectiles and
twice with live bullets while protest-
ing over the past year.

One killing to have gained inter-
national attention was that of Razan
al-Najjar. A volunteer medic, she
was shot dead by an Israeli sniper
in June as she was treating wounded
protesters.

The killing proved that health
workers operate at extreme risk.

Alaa al-Ajramy is among those
medics who has been busy during
each of the weekly protests. The
34-year-old admitted that he feels
a sense of great tension during
the eight-hour shifts he works on
Fridays.

“I’m not afraid of death or of
not seeing my four children again,”
he said. “But I can’t imagine being
in the place of one of those young
people, who lost their ability to use
an arm or a leg again.”

More than 100 amputations have
been carried out because of injuries
to protesters, Gaza’s health minis-
try has stated. Around 25 of those
requiring amputations were children.

The most harrowing experience
which al-Ajramy went through was
to witness the killing of his col-
league Mousa Jaber Abu Hassanein
in May. “My friend bled for 15 min-
utes,” said al-Ajramy. “And during
that time we were not able to reach
him because of the heavy fire around
him. We couldn’t intervene to save
his life.”

Journalists are also in danger at
the demonstrations. Two have been
killed while covering the protests.

Their deaths have not deterred
colleagues from chronicling the full
extent of Israel’s cruelty.

The only protection which one
particular journalist has been given
is that the news agency for which he
works publishes his video reports
without naming him.

The journalist explained that his
worst day was when Israel massa-
cred about 60 protesters last year on
May 14.

The journalist was working in
eastern Gaza when Israeli troops
opened fire. “Suddenly, everyone
around me started falling to the
ground,” he said. “Some were shot
in the head, others in the arm or leg.
It was very difficult. I turned on
my camera and crawled among the
crowd.”

Admired among colleagues for
his bravery, the journalist has kept
on venturing to within 100 meters
of the boundary fence. “I get close
to the fence, so that I can be close
to the demonstrators,” he said. “I try
to document Israel’s crimes against
these people.”
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Climate change a class issve

The left is at the heart of pushing alternatives to environmental destruction

Richard Burgon

“It is worse, much worse, than you think.”
This is the terrifying introduction to
David Wallace-Wells’s timely new book
The Uninhabitable Earth. One of Wallace-
Wells’s observations is that more than half
of carbon emissions from burning fossil
fuels in human history have been pro-
duced in the last 30 years. It’s a fact which
stopped me in my tracks.

It means that since the United Nations first
established its climate change framework in
1992, we’ve done more damage than in all the
preceding millennia.

This underlines an important point: we’ve
known of the need for serious climate action
for decades but not risen to the challenge. It
is not a lack of knowledge but a lack of action
that explains this climate emergency.

Free market fundamentalism has created
a clear and present danger that can only be
averted by state intervention and investment
and international regulation and co-operation
on an unprecedented level. Put simply, climate
change is the greatest ever market failure. It is
a failure driven by capitalism’s endless focus
on profits whatever the cost. It makes the case
for socialism more pressing than ever.

Thankfully more and more people —
including young people who have inspired so
many with their school strikes to call on gov-
ernmental action to avoid climate catastrophe
— are waking up to the frightening reality that
the “profit before all else” approach of capital-
ism poses.

Greta Thunberg, the young Swedish activ-
ist who sparked the global school strike for cli-
mate action, highlights the systemic failure,
asking: “If burning fossil fuels was so bad that
it threatened our very existence, how could
we just continue like before? Why were there
no restrictions? Why wasn’t it made illegal?
Everyone keeps saying climate change is an
existential threat and the most important issue
of all, and yet they just carry on like before.”

Radical action is essential. We are the last
generation that is able to prevent runaway cli-
mate change. So this must be our moral cru-
sade. The costs of inaction are frightening. The
UN’s climate panel warns that limiting global
warming to 1.5°C could reduce the number of
people both exposed to climate-related risks
and susceptible to poverty by up to several
hundred million by 2050.

So, given this emergency, it is encourag-
ing that political leaders are emerging who
accurately analyse the causes of climate catas-
trophe, who understand the severity of the sit-
uation and who are demanding action of the
magnitude required.

In the US, socialist politician Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez’s bold plan for a Green New
Deal for huge state action against climate
change has caught the popular mood.

She has made it clear that “one thing we
cannot deny is that climate change is a prob-
lem of market failure and the externalities in
our economics.” She has also pointed out that
“Exxon Mobile knew that climate change was
real and man-made as far back as 1970 and
“the entire United States government knew
that climate change was real and human-
caused in 1989 but “the initial response was
‘let the market handle it, they will do it.””” As
Ocasio-Cortez points out, “Forty years and
free-market solutions have not changed our
position.”

She has also underlined how climate
catastrophe is a social justice and class issue
and not the “elitist” issue that the actual
elites have attempted to portray it as in an
attempt to persuade the working-class major-
ity that it does not have a stake or an inter-
est in this most important of issues. That is
why Ocasio-Cortez’s plan for a Green New
Deal explicitly links environmental and social
justice. Its progressive solutions focus on

investing in skilled jobs, public and commu-
nity ownership, while universal healthcare and
housing are both rolled into the plan.

With this inspiring policy sparking an
upsurge in enthusiasm for the left in US poli-
tics, Tony Blair this week sought to dampen it.
Ever increasingly wedded to big capital inter-
ests since his retirement from elected political
involvement, he expressed scepticism about
Ocasio-Cortez’s approach to tackling climate
change, referring to it as “the politics of pro-
test” rather than “the politics of government”
and raising concern that “market mechanisms”
are not seen as the way forward.

This is not the time for such “business as
usual” complacency. An adherence to the failed
and outdated approach of free market dogma-
tism on this issue will simply not meet this
most pressing challenge of our times.

It is why, in contrast, under Jeremy
Corbyn’s leadership, the Labour Party has rec-
ognised the nature and scale of the challenge
that capitalism’s climate catastrophe poses to
our society and to humanity.

Shadow business secretary Rebecca Long
Bailey is leading for the party with what could
well be the Labour policies that most capture
the interest and enthusiasm of the public at the
next general election.

Long Bailey has outlined an ambitious pro-
gramme for wind power, solar power and retro-
fitting to combat climate change but also create
400,000 skilled green jobs, committing the UK

Communist candidate

blocked

Turkish election authorities
moved to block Communist
Party of Turkey (TKP) candidate
Mehmet Fatih Macoglu from

distributing the income from the

fields to low-income families and

creating a scholarship for students.
Under his mayoralty, public

Erdogan.

“stolen” after the Turkish state
arrested 85 elected mayors and
replaced them with trustees loyal to

to zero net emissions by 2050, placing a ban
on fracking and creating new laws to clean our
country’s polluted air.

Labour members can be proud of the pri-
ority this is being given. As one climate leader
recently told me these “are genuinely world-
leading” polices.

Long Bailey has also emphasised that this
is an issue that affects working-class communi-
ties and that the solutions need to be linked to
questions of economic and social justice.

As she recently told the UK Guardian, “It
is important for us to position ourselves as a
party that is going to tackle climate change but
turn that into an economic opportunity for the
vast areas of this country that have seen dec-
ades of under-investment and provide jobs for
the future and provide that revitalisation that
communities want to see.”

When thinking of the scale of the threat
and the role progressives have to play in the
climate battle, the words of Tony Benn at the
end of Will and Testament, the moving docu-
mentary about his life, come to mind: “I still
believe that the choice is between socialism
and barbarism and I know which side I am on.”

Nothing is a better illustration of this fun-
damental truth than this essential fight against
climate catastrophe. Labour’s radical green
agenda means we are well placed to play a cru-
cial role in this most urgent of tasks.
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taking office as mayor of Dersim
last week on “security” grounds.

The Supreme Election Board
(YSK) did not give any explana-
tion for the decision which it said
was based on the “security problem
today.”

Macoglu said: “No explanation
was made. They said, “We don’t
approve giving the mandate today
because of a security problem and
we don’t want to explain that’.”

Turkey’s first ever communist
municipal mayor said the decision
was “like a joke” but added the
hold-up would “not put a spoke in
our wheel” and the situation would
be approached with “maturity and
calm.”

He first shot to prominence as
the mayor of a small town, Ovacik,
where he was known for planting
chickpeas, beans and potatoes in
municipal lands across the district,

transport was made free and the cost
of water was massively reduced,
with his “communist honey” prov-
ing popular in Turkey’s large cities,
including Istanbul.

His victory in the largely
Kurdish Alevi municipality came
as Turkey’s authoritarian President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was given
a bloody nose in the local elec-
tions, suffering humiliating defeats
in the capital Ankara and Istanbul,
where former prime minister Binali
Yildirim lost out to Republican
People’s Party (CHP) candidate
Ekrem Imamoglu.

The pro-Kurdish People’s
Democratic Party (HDP) also won
plaudits for its electoral strategy,
which saw it not standing candi-
dates in areas where the CHP could
win.

Their candidates took back
most of the municipalities that were

The election of Macoglu, who
won the south-eastern province of
Dersim with 32.7 percent of the
vote, has been welcomed with mes-
sages from sister parties across the
world.

Solidarity messages were
received from the Communist
Party of Cuba along with those in
Hungary, Ecuador and Spain.

The Communist Party of Greece
(KKE) saluted the TKP for using
the electoral campaign “to establish
roots in dozens of new working-

A talk and a short film

6.30 pm Friday May 17
MUA Building — Sussex Street Sydney

Entry by donation
Some refreshments provided

Organised by Central branch, MUA and Greek comrades

class and people’s neighbourhoods,
which is an important achievement
that will help enhance the struggle
of the working class and of the pop-
ular strata in your country.”

Macoglu will meet with YSK
officials again today and is expected
to take office this afternoon.
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Rules of war

Now that some of the angst
around Christchurch massacre
has died down — though the hurt
will never go away — it is time
to consider Australia’s and to a
lesser extent New Zealand’s role
in wars against Muslim countries.
For nearly 20 years Australia and
NZ have been involved in turning

into rubble many cities and towns
in the Middle East. They have
participated in these acts because
of pressure from the US to work
with them to invade, to achieve
regime change or to blow up ter-
rorist camps.

Whenever these acts went wrong
and innocent people were killed, the
Australian government excused the
ADF with throw-away lines such as
“they were just following the rules
of war” as in the recent case of the
RAAF bombing civilians in Mosul.

Some individual soldiers have
been held to account for war crimes,
but we must ask why these people
were there in the first place? Iraq,
Afghanistan and Syria were never
about to attack Australia or NZ.

Now Australia is supplying
weapons to Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirate to prosecute

war in Yemen and to bolster these
countries in their offensive against
Iran. This is a recipe for more war,
more rubble and more deaths of
Muslim people.

While Australia and NZ can
boast about their tolerance toward
Muslim people in their respective
countries, surely how they have
behaved towards Muslim countries
in the Middle East has to be also
considered.

In warring against countries in
the Middle East a certain amount
of energy is given off to those right-
wing extremists so that they feel vin-
dicated in their fear and loathing of
Islamic people.

Time for Australia to take a long
hard look at its foreign policy as well
as its internal policies.

Denis Doherty
Sydney

Our media

Whenever Israel attacks Gaza
with the most lethal weaponry,
our media describe it as “retalia-
tion” for rockets fired into Israel.
The latest rocket attack, demol-
ished a house in Mishmeret, injur-
ing seven, including two children.

Whilst condemning any attack
on civilians, international law grants
the right to occupied people to
defend themselves with force. Two
million Gazans are still trapped like
fish in a barrel under an 11-year
Israeli siege which controls every
import and export and even pre-
vented 85 percent of those crippled
by Israel snipers from leaving for
medical treatment.

The World Health Organisation
states that Israel killed 200 and
wounded 27,942 unarmed protesters

Guardian

from March 30, 2018 to end of
February 2019. Amongst those were
4,903 shot in the lower limbs, 32
children killed, 3 paramedics killed
and 2 journalists killed (paramedics
and journalists were clearly targeted)
and 1,576 were wounded by bullet or
bone (sic) shrapnel.

Our media did not consider this
as retaliation and, in stark contrast
with the Christchurch massacre in
which 50 were killed and 48 injured,
has never published these appalling
blood and gore statistics.

Gareth WR Smith
Palestine Liberation Centre
Byron Bay

Two balls in the water

Zeke Miller

WASHINGTON: Colluding with
Russia? The special counsel says no.
Cheating at golf? Well, that’s something
else.

From pulling a fast one on Tiger Woods
to exaggerating his handicap, Donald
Trump’s alleged misdeeds on and around
the golf course are the subject of a new
book by former Sports Illustrated column-
ist Rick Reilly, Commander in Cheat: How
Golf Explains Trump. Reilly documents
dozens of examples of underhanded golf
behaviour by the President, transgressions
talked about by pro golfers and duffers
alike.

“In golf, he’s definitely not exoner-
ated,” Reilly said. “There’s been dozens
and dozens of people that can declare him
guilty of cheating.” One infamous instance
came in a 2017 round with Tiger Woods
and Dustin Johnson, who is the current No.
1 player in the world. The President’s play-
ing partner, Fox Sports golf analyst Brad
Faxon, reported that Trump’s offences
included putting down a score that didn’t
account for two balls he hit into the water
on one hole.

“You’ve heard so much about it, it’s
almost like you want to witness it so you
can tell the stories,” Faxon is quoted as
saying.

No big deal, many would say. It’s only
a game.

But outside of formal tournaments, golf
is a game of honour in which individual
players act as their own referees, keep their
own scores and assess themselves penalties
for rule violations. Trump’s cheating, Reilly
said, motivated him to write the book.

Says Reilly: “I don’t know much
about politics, but I know golf and it really
offended me, not as a voter or as a citizen —
just as a golfer.”

Reilly quotes players who accuse
Trump, his caddie and Secret Service
agents of regularly moving his golf balls
out of difficult lies. At Winged Foot Golf
Club in New York, the only non-Trump
property where the President is a member,
Reilly writes, “The caddies got so used to
seeing him kick his ball back onto the fair-
way they came up with a nickname for him:
‘Pele.’” That’s the world soccer star from
Brazil.

Sports announcer Mike Tirico says
Trump once threw Tirico’s golf ball off
the green into a nearby bunker when they
played together.

Some of the allegations aren’t new.
Boxer Oscar De La Hoya told of an inci-
dent in 2016 when Trump cheated against
him twice in the space of two holes. “Yes,
I caught him,” De La Hoya said. “It was
unbelievable. But I guess it was his course,
so it was his rules.”

Trump, by all accounts, is a good
golfer, especially for his age, Reilly writes.
But the 2.8-stroke handicap he claims
is the product of manipulation. A handi-
cap is based on a golfer’s most recent 20

scores and allows players of different skill
levels to compete fairly against each other.
Someone with Trump’s handicap typically
would shoot scores about three over par.
Despite making more than 150 visits to his
golf courses since taking office, Trump has
logged only one round in the online USGA
Handicap Index — and a 96 at that.

Trump’s love of playing belies his past
criticism of President Barack Obama’s
regular play and his own campaign dec-
laration that he’d be so busy in the White
House, “I’m not going to have time to go
play golf.”

“It helps to know golf, because golf
explains Trump,” Reilly says. The President
peppers his public statements with golf
metaphors, tweeting in December about the
Federal Reserve, “The Fed is like a power-
ful golfer who can’t score because he has
no touch — he can’t putt!”

And Reilly contends Trump’s early
days on the course provide a window into
his zero-sum world-view.

Trump honed his game at Cobbs Creek,
a public course outside of Philadelphia,
which he later described as full of “hus-
tlers” and where he “learned about eve-
rything.” Reilly describes it as the sort of
course where “everybody is trying to grift
you,” and where Trump learned “I got to
cheat them before they cheat me.”

Bryan Marsal, the chair of the 2020
US Open to be played at Winged Foot,
told Reilly that Trump began one game
with him as a partner by warning: “You
see those two guys? They cheat. See me?
I cheat. And I expect you to cheat because
we’re going to beat those two guys today.”

Trump is hardly the first President
accused of bending the rules at golf. Bill
Clinton was infamous for his “Billigans”
— taking do-over shots openly and without
remorse. But Reilly, who’s known Trump
for decades and played with him for his
book Who's Your Caddy? recounts Trump’s
score-altering and other schemes as “so
brazen you almost admire it.”

Reilly, clearly no fan of the President,
said he undertook the project because
of Trump’s “whopper” — repeated over
the course of the campaign and in the
White House — that he won 18 club
championships.

Reilly could not corroborate a single
Trump victory in a club championship,
and found the President’s tally includes at
least one in which Trump never played on
the course that day, another in which he
counted the inaugural round at a yet-to-
be-opened club, and 12 that were “actually
senior or super senior club championships.”

The White House did not respond to a
request for comment.

Reilly said he’s issuing Trump a chal-
lenge to defend his reputation in a match
on a course that he doesn’t own refereed
by officials — offering $100,000 to the
charity of the President’s choice. Reilly,
whose handicap is a 4.8, says he’s confi-
dent Trump “can’t cover that 2.8. No way.”
People’s World &
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Film Review by Chauncey K Robinson

Captive Stafe

Throughout the history of the
science fiction and horror genre
of film and literature, there have
been stories that hold a mirror
to the realities of our world.
Through fantastical plotlines,
socio-political themes such as
corruption, sexism, racism, and a
general questioning of the status
quo have been explored. From
George A Romero’s zombie fea-
ture Night of the Living Dead, that
touched on race and xenophobia,
to the Star Wars franchise, that
continues to challenge ideas of
war and totalitarianism, these
kinds of movies have often been
used as a space to touch upon
issues that aren’t far removed
from the problems moviegoers of
the real world face.

The science fiction horror film
Captive State continues in that vein
by using the plotline of alien inva-
sion to highlight issues of race and
class in today’s society. It’s an ambi-
tious effort that produces mixed
results.

Produced by Participant Media,
distributed by Focus Features, and
directed and co-written by Rupert
Wyatt (Rise of the Planet of the
Apes), the film stars John Goodman
(Kong: Skull Island), Ashton Sanders
(The Equalizer 2), Jonathan Majors
(Hostiles), Machine Gun Kelly
(Bird Box), and Vera Farmiga (The
Conjuring).

The plot of the film deals with
a race of aliens, referred to as the
“Legislators,” who have invaded
Earth and seized control. They work
with the wealthy and political elite to
oppress the rest of humanity.

In response to this extreme form
of inequality, some humans have
mounted a rebellion, forming a
group called Phoenix, aimed at over-
throwing the aliens and sparking a
revolution.

The action in the movie unfolds
over the course of a week, mostly
in Chicago, where the rebel group
is mounting a major attack on the
Legislators. Two central figures in
the narrative are Gabriel Drummond
(Sanders) and William Mulligan
(Goodman).

Gabriel is a young Black man
who finds himself at the centre of
the rebel group’s plan, as his brother
is one of the leaders of Phoenix.
William is a cop who helps to main-
tain order for the Legislators; he has
a direct personal connection with
Gabriel.

This interpersonal relationship,
along with their opposing political
affiliations, creates a push and pull
relationship that is a major focus of

John Goodman as William Mulligan and Gabriel Drummond as Sanders.

the film. It’s also one of the high-
lights of the movie, as it adds an
emotional connection to all the
action and political espionage that
happens in the story.

There are a number of things
that Captive State has going for it.
One being the use of the backdrop
of Chicago for the central hub of the
resistance fight. The city has a long
history of political battles with work-
ing class people at their centre.

One of the most famous was the
Haymarket Affair, which involved
a labour demonstration on May
4, 1886. Workers, then subject to
unbearable conditions on the job,
were striking for an eight-hour work
day and in protest of police killings
of working people.

The affair resulted in the framing
and execution of four activists. This
event had lasting effects on the state
of the labour movement not only in
Chicago but around the world, as
it became the inspiration for May
Day — observed everywhere else but
in North America as International
Labour Day.

Fast forward to today, and
there are still battles being fought
in Chicago against police brutality,
racism, and class inequalities. Some
of the recent ones, such as the fight
for justice following the murder
of Laquan McDonald by Chicago
police, highlight the strong legacy

of resistance to oppressive forces in
the city.

The strong theme of battling for
justice against the odds is interwoven
within the film. The human charac-
ters are up against a force that seems
beyond their control and resources,
yet the movie makes sure to high-
light the power of will and hope,
which makes for positive messaging.
It’s a more quiet science fiction film
at times, choosing to focus on the
internal battles of the characters as
they try to spark a revolution against
insurmountable odds.

Yet, despite those highlights
and strong messages, there are some
drawbacks to the film. Although
interpersonal relationships are
crafted that allow the audience to
become invested in the stakes of
the resistance fight, there are large
chunks of the movie devoted to
action sequences with characters that
viewers aren’t given enough time to
care about.

Gabriel is a central character,
and we are made to be invested in
his (and William’s), story, yet there
are portions of the movie where they
are completely off-screen.

In that time, we are shown char-
acters who have little to no dialogue,
and we know little to nothing about.
We know they’re in the resistance,
but we aren’t told why or what is at
stake for them.
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This then makes the action
sequences, and dangerous atmos-
phere, anti-climatic, as viewers may
find it hard to muster joy or fear for
the triumphs and failures of these
mostly unknown characters.

The look of the aliens in the
film is revealed very early on. This
is a refreshing stance as the audi-
ence doesn’t have to wait the entire
movie to know what the monsters
look like, but the design of the crea-
tures is generic at best and confusing
at worst. They aren’t exactly menac-
ing, and we never get too much of
a glimpse into their motivations and
true desires. They are relegated to
shadowy figures, which seems like
a missed opportunity for expanding
the narrative.

There are parts of the
movie where characters get into
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conversation about what it means to
resist instead of going along with the
status quo, but the number and depth
of those moments pale in comparison
to the movie’s tendency to lean on
chase sequences and rebel strategy
planning.

This seems like another missed
opportunity to dig into what moti-
vates some people to rebel while
others would stay confined to their
current lives under the rule of their
outer-space colonisers.

Overall, at nearly two hours’ run
time, Captive State skims the surface
on the issues of resistance and sys-
temic oppression. There is an abun-
dance of good ideas, characters, and
symbols within the movie, but due
to scattered plotting, we never get to
dive too deeply into any of it.
People’s World &
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The nuclear-armed military alliance founded to ensure Western military superiority,
has its 70th birthday this week — it should be its last, writes Kate Hudson.*

From its origins — ostensibly — as a defen-
sive alliance facing off the Soviet Union in
1949, NATO has seamlessly morphed into
an aggressive, globe-straddling operation,
whipping recalcitrant states into line in its
self-appointed capacity as righter of inter-
national wrongs.

When the cold war ended 30 years ago,
many thought that NATO would be wound up
when its raison d’étre had disappeared and the
Warsaw Pact had been dissolved.

But that was to misunderstand the core
function of NATO: the advance of US inter-
ests, irrespective of who its chief enemy is at
any given time.

Rather than scaling back its military pres-
ence, the US moved to fill the positions vacated
by its previous rival.

This expansion has been rapid and continu-
ous and has contributed to escalating interna-
tional tension as Russia sees itself increasingly
surrounded by US and NATO bases, including
new bases in eastern Europe.

The US has pursued this process since the
end of the cold war: as the countries of eastern
Europe embraced free market economics and
multi-party democracy, the US moved rapidly
to integrate them into its sphere of influence
via NATO.

This proved to be an effective strategy, as
witnessed by the support of the new member
states for the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003.
The 1990s saw NATO developing its regional
co-operation forums and inviting new members
to join the alliance.

In March 1999, Hungary, Poland and the
Czech Republic were all admitted as full mem-
bers. Ten days later they found themselves at
war with their neighbour Yugoslavia, as part of
NATO’s illegal bombing campaign.

That cynical and baseless war brought dev-
astating human consequences to what remained
of Yugoslavia — including the legacy of toxic
depleted uranium.

It was also the first use of Tony Blair’s so-
called “humanitarian” war theory — the justifi-
cation for wars of intervention that were illegal
under international law.

Developments at that time went in wider
directions too. At NATO’s 50th anniversary
conference in Washington in April 1999, a new
“Strategic Concept” was adopted.

This moved beyond NATO’s previous
defensive role to include “out of area” — in
other words offensive — operations, anywhere
on the Eurasian landmass.

This fits neatly with Donald Trump’s cur-
rent orientation to dominate that massive
expanse.

Subsequently, NATO has pursued a global
role — now Colombia is linked to NATO, with
Trump mentioning Brazil in this same context.
Bizarrely, NATO often falsely postures as a
force for humanitarian relief.

In March 2004, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Slovenia, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Romania
were admitted to NATO — not only former
Warsaw Pact members, but also former Soviet
republics in the case of the Baltic states.

In 2009, Albania and Croatia also became
members. Montenegro was confirmed as the
29th member in June 2017.

Macedonia and Bosnia and Herzegovina
are also in negotiations to join the alliance.

This scale of expansion has contributed
to international tension as Russia sees itself
increasingly surrounded by US and NATO
bases.

NATO’s actions and inflammatory rheto-
ric continue to escalate tension with Russia:

the increasing NATO presence in the region
was a major contributory factor to the conflict
between Russia and Georgia in 2008 and in the
continuing crisis in Ukraine.

In addition to opening new bases in east-
ern Europe, NATO has also opened a training
centre in Georgia and will support the reform
of Ukraine’s military.

NATO exercises are also destabilising.
Deployments of troops, including British
forces, arrived in Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia
and Poland during 2017.

Britain has major involvement in NATO
exercises which take place on an enormous
scale — around 100 in 2017 alone; major exer-
cises have taken place in Scotland and recent
B52 exercises over the North Sea were run
from British bases.

NATO’s war continues in Afghanistan:
begun by George W Bush in 2001 — the first
step in his “war on terror” — it continues today,
the longest war in US history, involving all
NATO countries.

Despite NATO officially ending its mission
in 2014, it has since launched a new “non-com-
bat resolute support” operation, meaning thou-
sands of troops remain in the country.

Ostensibly intended to drive out the
Taliban and destroy Al-Qaida, the war helped
to create and strengthen the conditions for a
surge in terrorist organisations and associated
fighting forces that continues today.

NATO’s “war on terror” has now reached
Africa, where Libya has been destroyed; the
consequences have been terrible, as thou-
sands have been forced to flee while refu-
gees face ongoing military brutality in the
Mediterranean.

The international community urgently
needs to bring an end to the militarisation of
the Mediterranean Sea and to all military action
against refugees.

NATO’s role as a nuclear-armed alliance

Guardian

continues, with B61 nuclear bombs, currently
being upgraded to the B61-12, also to make
them more “usable.”

These are stationed in five countries across
Europe — Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands,
Italy and Turkey.

There is strong opposition to the siting of
these weapons in Europe, including from the
governments of some of the “host” nations.

Britain’s own nuclear weapons system,
Trident, is assigned to NATO.

The US continues to press other states to
pay for its expansionary policies and wars.

At recent NATO summits Trump has
insisted that members pay 2 percent of their
GDP on military spending, and has even
recently raised the spectre of 3 percent.

Worldwide, people are in need of real
peace, which means social justice, environ-
mental security, equal access to resources, a
warm welcome for refugees fleeing wars and
oppression and more. The last thing they need
is even more military spending.

NATO, its expansion, its policies, and its
increasing militarisation of societies cannot go
unchallenged.

They breed war, global injustice and ine-
quality and these are what the peace movement
campaigns against.

We have marched at NATO summits,
with the movements from Europe, the US and
beyond, against the nuclear doctrine of NATO,
and against its destabilising global power
grabs.

And we will continue to do so, and to argue
for an alternative, whoever is in government,
because to condone and embrace NATO is to
abandon the cause of peace, the pursuit of jus-
tice, and any vision of a world that exists for
the people.

*Kate Hudson is general secretary of the
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.
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