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Australia is facing an income crisis. It 
affects workers on low and middle incomes, 
age pensioners, the unemployed, youth, 
people with disability and the thousands 
of others who face a daily struggle to make 
ends meet and put a roof over their heads.

The situation is so grave that even the con-
servative Reserve Bank of Australia is warning 
of the risks that stagnating incomes are posing 
to the Australian economy!

“With record low wages growth holding us 
back, penalty rate cuts kicking in and bills and 
rent rising faster than ever there has never been 
a better time for a big pay rise for Australians,” 
ACTU secretary Sally McManus said.

Unions are rallying to the call to Change 
the Rules around Australia, with national 
actions on April 10 in many centres. The rallies 
will be calling for restoration of penalty rates 
and a living wage in the forthcoming Annual 
Wage Review.

The Australian Council of Trade Unions 
(ACTU) has made a submission to the Review 
panel based on an increase in minimum wages 
this year and next year to lift lowest paid work-
ers out of poverty.

The ACTU has argued that no full-time 
workers should be living in poverty basing its 
claim on the internationally recognised OECD 
defi nition of a relative poverty line set at 60 
percent of median* earnings.

There are an estimated 2.3 million low-
paid Australian workers on poverty-level, 
minimum award wages who rely on the annual 
reviews for wage rises. The ACTU is seeking 
to restore and improve the standard of living 
for these and the hundreds of thousands other 
workers who will benefi t from fl ow-on from 
any increase in the minimum wage.

For workers on low and mid-income 
wages, living standards have been falling 
and wages stagnating for more than two dec-
ades. At the same time, the gap between their 
incomes and those on relatively high wages has 
been widening.

Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per 
capita rose 65.3 percent over the last 20 years – 
more than four times as quickly as real wages. 
GDP is a measure of the wealth produced – 
produced by workers.

The real national minimum wage has 
only increased by 15.1 percent over the same 
20-year period. Needless to say profi ts have 
soared – up 43 percent in the last two years 
alone.

Research by The Australia Institute’s 
Centre for Future Work shows that in the 
March quarter of 2018, labour income (in 
wages, salaries, and superannuation contribu-
tions) accounted for 47.1 percent of total GDP 
– down from a peak of over 58 percent in 1975.

“The loss of that share of GDP, given total 
output today, is equivalent to a redirection of 
some $210 billion in annual income ...”, notes 
the Institute. Research shows that almost all of 
that income was captured in the form of higher 
company profi ts (especially in the fi nancial 
sector). “If it were divided equally amongst all 

employed Australians, that lost income share 
translates into foregone income of close to 
$17,000 per worker,” TAI said. (futurework.
org.au)

The national minimum wage is currently 
$719.20 a week for a full-time worker. Such 
a wage condemns a family and even a single 
person to poverty. Sole parents, in particular, 
are amongst those struggling the hardest to 
survive. They are more likely to be women, in 
casual or part-time employment and the lowest 
paid.

In the major cities rent swallows up a large 
proportion of wages, transport is expensive, 
utility bills are still rapidly rising along with 
health, education and other essentials. It leaves 
little for food. Charities are pushed beyond 
their limits.

ACTU claim
The ACTU says in its submission, “... we 

believe that a living wage of 60 percent of 
median full-time earnings should be achieved 
in two years.”

“Allowing for a 1.5 percent increase in 
median earnings, if the current claim was 
granted we would intend to seek a further 
increase of 5.5 percent in next year’s Review.”

The ACTU has submitted a claim for an 
increase in the National Minimum Wage for 
full-time adults and all modern award mini-
mum wages of six percent. This equates to 
a $43.15 per week increase on the minimum 
wage to $762.35.

If the current claim is granted it intends to 
seek a further increase of 5.5 percent in next 
year’s Review.

At present the minimum full-time wage 
is 54.4 percent of the median full-time wage 
compared with 60.7 percent 20 years ago.

Bottom of the income barrel
The Australian Unemployed Workers 

Union sums up the government’s attitude 
towards social security recipients: “In a capi-
talist society like ours, people that are ‘eco-
nomically unproductive’ – such as the elderly, 
disabled and unemployed people – are always 
going to be easy targets for governments look-
ing to cut their costs.”

These “economically unproductive” 
people are at the bottom of the income barrel, 
with women in feminised casual or part-time 
employment and less skilled workers just 
above them.

Age pensioners have an uphill struggle to 
survive on a weekly single pension of $463.10 
or $317.95 each for a couple. The single rate 
is only 64 percent of the minimum wage, a 
rate that is well below the poverty line. It is 
an absolute disgrace that they should be con-
demned to a life of poverty after all they have 
contributed during their “economically produc-
tive” years.

But even more disgraceful is the weekly 
New Start payment of only $277.85 to single 
unemployed over the age of 22 – 38.6 percent 
of the minimum wage. Adding insult to injury 
a sole parent with one or more dependent chil-
dren receives $300.55 – an insulting extra 
$22.70!

The unemployed have not had a real rise in 
their benefi ts since 1994. Its approach is puni-
tive and moralistic, vilifying the unemployed 

as they choose to be that way. It does not head-
line the fact that for every job vacancy there 
are more than 15 job seekers.

Nor, when employers say there is a short-
age of appropriately trained labour, does the 
government abolish TAFE, VET and uni-
versity fees and increase Abstudy to give 
young people and the unemployed access to 
training.

Every budget the government has made 
cuts to pensions and social security payments, 
found ways to drive people from one benefi t 
onto another one which pays at a lower rate. 
Every year tertiary education fees increase and 
student debt mounts.

Housing crisis
The ACTU submission to the Wage 

Review revealed alarming fi gures on the hous-
ing crisis and how low wages have impacted 
many workers:

“It [Australian Bureau of Statistics] 
found that more than one in three (35.4 per-
cent) homeless people aged 15 and over were 
employed. In raw numbers this is 61,500 out 
of the 173,800 total either homeless or in mar-
ginal housing (more than severely crowded, 
improvised or marginal in caravan parks). 
Further, one in six homeless people (16.4 per-
cent, 28,600) were working full-time (35 hours 
per week or more) ... . Almost half (48.8 per-
cent, 85,000) of homeless people had a Year 
12 education or higher, while more than one in 
eight, or 12.9 percent, of homeless people had 
one degree or more.”
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The NSW state elections, held on Saturday March 23, witnessed 
a growing trend towards the rejection of the traditional parties and 
emergence of extreme right forces. The Coalition parties were lucky 
to scrape in with a majority of two in the Legislative Assembly, 
allowing it to form government.

At the time of writing the Coalition and Labor had a com-
bined fi rst preference vote of just over 60 percent in the Legislative 
Council as voters turned their backs on them. The Australian 
Greens had ten percent, leaving almost 30 percent being directed 
to minor parties, mostly reactionary ones.

Voters followed a growing and global trend of disillusionment 
with and distrust of major parties, looking for an alternative to 
declining living standards, corruption and wholesale destruction 
of the environment and failure to act on climate change.

The re-election of the Berejiklian Coalition government with 
such a slim majority in the Legislative Assembly cannot be de-
scribed as a ringing endorsement of the Liberal/National Coalition 
or the Premier.

The government was on the nose but the electorate had not 
forgotten the corruption-ridden Labor government it threw out 
in 2011.

Long waiting lists for public hospitals; poorly maintained 
and over-crowded public schools; public transport chaos, lack 
of regional services; developers given a free-hand and necessary 
infrastructure lacking; privatisations; rising electricity prices; 
long waiting lists for public housing; and so on. The list goes on.

In regional areas the anger is palpable over neglect of the needs 
of farmers and communities. They are sick of government failure 
when it comes to education, health, water management, communica-
tions and other services and the refusal to address climate change. 
Many people felt they were taken for granted, in particular by the 
Nationals, who claim to represent people in the bush.

So much so, that the Nationals lost the seat of Barwon in the 
western region of NSW to the Shooters, Fishers and Farmers (SFF) 
after holding it for 69 years. It took a 21.6 percent swing to break 
the Nationals’ 69-year strong-hold on the seat. Local issues such 
as water quality and millions of dead fi sh in Menindee played an 
important role in the swing.

The SFF also took the regional seat of Murray off the Nationals. 
For similar reasons. Labor scooped one inner Sydney seat from 
the Liberals and other country one from the Nationals.

Labor does not offer an appealing alternative.
They have Labor leader Michael Daley to thank for not being 

able to capitalise on the Coalition’s unpopularity. A video released 
just days out from the election of him making racist comments 
about Asians was widely met with shock, particularly following 
the Christchurch massacre.

Likewise, reports that Labor was exchanging preferences with 
the SFF in some seats, raised the prospect of Labor supporting a 
loosening of gun laws if elected.

While counting for the upper house is far from complete, it is 
clear that the former Labor leader and ultra conservative Mark 
Latham, with strong backing from the reactionary and powerful 
radio shock jock Alan Jones, has won a Legislative Council seat 
for One Nation.

To pass legislation which is opposed by Labor and the Greens 
in the 42-seat upper house, the Coalition will need to make conces-
sions with the likes of SFF, One Nation, Liberal Democrats and 
Christian Democratic Party.

NSW has a rough time ahead of it, with more of the same 
neo-liberal policies and the possibility of the extreme right increas-
ingly dictating much of the agenda. The SFF and One Nation have 
been mainstreamed by much of the media with the Greens almost 
blocked out of media coverage.

Unless the left and progressive forces can unite and build a 
political alternative capable of attracting voters, the working 
class in particular, the door will be opened wider to the extreme 
right. We only need to look at developments across Europe and in 
the US to see the rise of the neo-fascists and closer to home, the 
Christchurch massacre.
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Last week the ABC broadcast shocking footage, which 
was secretly-recorded by Al-Jazeera, of One Nation Party 
members seeking electoral funding from the US National Rifle 
Association. In the program, the NRA’s representatives voiced 
their hatred of Australia’s gun laws, which have prevented 
mass assassination attempts, but which have also reduced arms 
industry profits by prohibiting the public sale of military-
style assault rifles. One Nation should certainly be voted out 
of Parliament, but we intend to help raise public consciousness 
about the malignant influence of the arms industry, which has 
already had some successes in watering down the Australian 
laws. If you agree, you could help us by sending in something 
for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to this 
week’s supporters, as follows:
Dr G Dittura $5, L Reed $50, “Round Figure” $10, 
“Sparky” $10, E Seymour $5
This week’s total: $80 Progressive total: $1,950
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“More than one in fi ve (21.9 per-
cent, 38,100) homeless people had 
incomes above $650 per week and 
15 percent had more than $800. This 
is an indication of the inadequacy 
of the minimum wage in relation 
to affording housing ... .” (ACTU 
Submission)

In addition, there are high levels 
of household debt and related stress, 
especially amongst households with 
income less than $40,000. (Minimum 
wage is $37,398.40 pa.)

Food crisis
There a similar tragic story in 

relation to food, another basic neces-
sity of life and human right. The 
ACTU notes in its submission to the 
Review that:

“The Food Bank Hunger Report 
found that 18 percent of Australians 
(more than four million people) 
had experienced food insecurity in 
the last 12 months, with 14 percent 
(more than three million people) 
with very low food security, eating 
less food than they need over the last 
12 months due to lack of resources.”

“According to the Food Bank 
Hunger Report, 20 percent of those 
employed part-time or casually 
experienced food insecurity, and 
39 percent of single parent house-
holds and 23 percent of lone person 
households.”

Struggle required
It is clear that the minimum 

wage and government payments 

are well below the poverty line and 
a disgrace for such a wealth coun-
try as Australia. The ACTU’s “living 
wage” claim should be seen as a start 
towards a much higher minimum 
that covers the basics and leaves 
some over for emergencies, savings, 
entertainment and holidays.

This won’t happen through eco-
nomic arguments in the Fair Work 
Commission or even by legislating 
for the concept of a “living wage”. 
It requires a struggle on many fronts 
for the rights of all low and middle-
income recipients – workers, pen-
sioners, the un- and under-employed, 
Abstudy, for gender equality, the dis-
abled, youth and student allowances.

In addition, governments should 
be redirecting funding back to 
the public education system from 
wealthy private schools and abolish-
ing TAFE and university fees.

This also necessitates the repeal 
of all anti-union legislation and the 
recognition of basic trade union 
and workers’ rights in law, includ-
ing the right to take industrial action 
and right of entry for trade union 
offi cials.

A government that puts people 
fi rst would raise minimum wage to 
the level of a living wage with a third 
phased-in rise.

Government payments would be 
increased to well above the poverty 
line, which under present living con-
ditions should be set at a higher level 
than 60 percent of the median full-
time wage.

Gender equity is long overdue 

and must be put in place with full 
recognition of the work that women 
do, their qualifi cations and skills.

Governments should be raising 
the social wage by such means as 
building public housing, providing 
community infrastructure, abolishing 
university and TAFE fees and redi-
recting funding back from private 
wealthy schools to the public educa-
tion system.

Public hospitals need resources 
and funding, particularly in working 
class suburbs and regional Australia. 
Indigenous Australians are entitled 
to culturally suitable services in their 
communities.

They are just a few of the meas-
ures that would improve living stand-
ards and work towards ensuring that 
no family, no individual need live in 
poverty.

It will be a big struggle to 
achieve these and it will require the 
unity of trade unions and progres-
sive community and political forces 
to elect a government of the people 
to achieve it. 
* If you noted the wages of every 
Australian and then ranked them 
from highest to lowest, the median 
would be the number exactly in the 
middle. This is a much lower fi gure 
than average (mean), where all the 
incomes are added and the total 
divided by the number of people. 
The average income is skewed 
because of some extremely high 
incomes. 

Comparison of weekly incomes
Average weekly ordinary time earnings (AWOTE) $1,606

National Median Wage $1,320.00

60 percent of median earnings (ACTU living wage/OECD poverty line) $793.00

Current National Minimum Wage $719.20

Age Pension (including max supplements) (Single) $463.10

New Start Allowance (Single) $277.85

Youth Allowance (Single, not living at parent’s home) $227.60

Youth Allowance (Single, living at parent’s home) $149.90
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On Saturday March 23, the Sudanese com-
munity of Perth held a rally and march 
in Forrest Place to protest the brutal 
repression by the Sudanese dictator Omar 
Al Bashir who has imposed a State of 
Emergency on the country since December 
2018. Al Bashir came to power through a 
coup in 1989 and has since then tried to 
impose Islamist and Jihadist rule upon the 
people of Sudan who have opposed and 
resisted his brutal and repressive regime.

In Australia and around the world pro-
tests have been organised to bring pressure on 
governments to withdraw their support for the 
regime and demand Al Bashir step down.

The rally – organised by the Australian 
Sudanese Human Rights Activists Group WA 
– is a response to the call by the Sudanese 
people of Perth. It was attended by over 100 
people and called on the Sudanese government 
to: end the emergency decree which has sus-
pended many rights of ordinary citizens and 
community organisations; not use teargas and 
rubber bullets on protesters; stop detention of 
activists including students and union leaders, 
and release those protesters who have been 
detained for peaceful protests.

The fi rst speaker was Janine Freeman, the 
State Parliamentary representative (ALP) for 
the seat of Mirrabooka, where many of the 
Sudanese community of Perth live. Freeman 
said that Australia itself has often struggled to 
recognise its own history of frontier violence 
and wars which has left a legacy of racism and 
intolerance today.

Freeman said, “We should be able to ques-
tion our leaders and challenge their views and 
the assumptions under which they operate.” In 
the same way, continued Freeman, “it is right 
and proper to protest in Sudan where a regime 
kills its own people who challenge or criticise 
their rule.”

Australia is in the lead up to a federal elec-
tion in May and now is the time to petition 
and demand from all political forces that they 
take a fi rm position on the repressive regime 
of Al Bashir – which is to call for him to stand 
down and to face his 2009 indictment in the 
International Criminal Court.

The next speaker was Sam Wainwright, 
Fremantle City Councillor and member of 
Socialist Alliance who recognised the bravery 
of the opposition political forces in Sudan who 
have been facing the brutal repression of the 

last three months in Sudan. Wainwright also 
noted the “lack of commentary and the silence 
of Western governments in regard to the situa-
tion in Sudan.”

This contrasts with the early 2000s when 
the West had tried to force Al Bashir from 
power. Now, however, Sudan is supporting 
Saudi Arabia in their war in Yemen. Saudi 
Arabia is an ally of the United States and 
Israel. This contrasts with the position by the 
US with its allies which is pursuing the over-
throw of the democratically elected govern-
ment of Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro.

Greg Stitt from Amnesty International said 
that Al Bashir imposed his emergency decree 
in December 2018 as a result of opposition to 
his government’s budget austerity measures. 
These included price increases to food and 
other essential items. The people rose up across 
several parts of Sudan which saw lethal force 

being used against them causing 45 deaths, 
180 injured and 2,600 people being arrested 
for politically motivated offences.

Stitt said laws had been imposed which 
allow immunity from prosecution for security 
forces when dealing with protesters. In addi-
tion, in September 2013, live ammunition was 
used on protesters resulting in the deaths of 
180 people and 800 people being arrested and 
tortured.

Women have played a signifi cant role in 
the protests as they seek a more secular society 
rather than a more restricted role in an Islamist 
state. They have been subjected to rape and 
other forms of sexual violence. Security forces 
also deployed masked men in cars without 
licence plates to violently intimidate and harass 
protesters and other activists.

Amnesty International joins in the demands 
of the rally calling for an immediate release of 

all protesters and access to their lawyers, the 
upholding of the right of assembly and protest 
and an end to the state of emergency.

The fi nal speaker was Richard Titelius of 
the Communist Party of Australia who said the 
CPA supported the struggle of the Sudanese 
people to regain their liberty and democratic 
control of their country and communities. 
Titelius also noted Al Bashir had outlawed the 
activities of trade unions in Sudan making it 
diffi cult for the workers to insist on their rights 
and working conditions.

The Communist Party of Australia joins 
with the Communist Party of Sudan in calling 
for an end to the regime of dictator Omar Al 
Bashir, not just the resignation of Al Bashir, 
and for a revolutionary program of eco-
nomic and social change, for the Sudanese 
people. 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, September 2001
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The rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children receiving child protection 
services across the nation has continued to 
rise at a higher level than for other chil-
dren, according to a new report from the 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
(AIHW).

And, a separate piece of research by aca-
demics, including Telethon Kids Institute 
patron and former Australian of the Year 
Professor Fiona Stanley, confi rming Aboriginal 
children are now 10 times more likely than 
other children to be placed in out-of-home 
care, has prompted researchers to call for 
urgent action to prevent further intergenera-
tional trauma.

The AIHW report Child Protection 
Australia 2017-18, presents statistics on state 
and territory child protection and family sup-
port services.

It showed that the number of Indigenous 
children – who were already massively over-
represented in child protection fi gures – receiv-
ing child protection services rose from 140 to 
164 per 1,000 between 2013/14 and 2017/18.

The rate for other children over the same 
time frame was from 19 to 20, meaning that 
Indigenous children are eight times more likely 
to be subject to children protection.

David Braddock, head of the Child Welfare 
Unit at the AIHW, said Indigenous children 
were also six times more likely than other 
children to be the subject of a substantiation 
– where an investigation has concluded that 
there is suffi cient reason to believe the child 
has been, is being, or is likely to be abused, 
neglected, or otherwise harmed.

Overwhelmingly, the most common sub-
stantiation was emotional abuse, followed by 
neglect.

“A range of factors could be contributing to 
the rising rate of children receiving protection 
services,” Braddock said. “Increased public 
awareness and reporting, legislative changes 
and inquiries into the child protection proc-
esses all play a part, as well as potential rises 
in the rate of child abuse and neglect.”

Tim Ireland, chief executive of AbSec, the 
peak body for Indigenous children in NSW, 
acknowledged that fewer Aboriginal children 
in that state entered care in 2017/18 compared 
to the previous year. 

Around 15,765 – or about 1 in 6 – 
Aboriginal children in NSW received child 
protection services in 2017-18. In the same 
period 817 Aboriginal children entered out-of-
home care – a decrease of 261 from the previ-
ous year. 

“However, the gap between Aboriginal and 
other children continues to widen,” he said. 
“Governments need a clear focus on Aboriginal 
children and families to make sure they are not 
left behind.

“It’s time for governments to make a 
change and commit to Aboriginal-led solu-
tions which we know achieve the best possi-
ble outcomes for Aboriginal children, families 
and communities. Only then will we close this 
gap.”

The other study, which was published in 
the journal Child Abuse & Neglect, reviewed 

national data following anecdotal reports from 
the Aboriginal community that child protec-
tion authorities had increased the removal of 
Aboriginal infants from their families in recent 
years.

They found the number of Aboriginal 
children in out-of-home care increased 21 
percent from 2012-2017, while the number 
of Aboriginal infants in out-of-home care 
increased by 17 percent between 2013 and 
2016.

Professor Stanley said the impacts of the 
Stolen Generations were still present three 
generations down the track – and the numbers 
of Aboriginal children being taken into care 
would only continue to get worse unless urgent 
action was taken to break the cycle of trauma.

Co-author Professor Rhonda Marriott, pro 
vice-chancellor Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Leadership and research director of 
Ngangk Yira, Murdoch University Research 
Centre for Aboriginal Health, said the fi nd-
ings showed little had been learned from pre-
vious inquiries and royal commissions, all of 
which had made recommendations – largely 
unheeded – aimed at healing the epidemic of 
intergenerational trauma.

“It’s a travesty that we have got to this 
point and people still aren’t asking the ques-
tions as to why and how should we be doing 
things differently,” Professor Marriott said.

Key risk factors leading to child or infant 
removal from Aboriginal families in particular 
included substance use, mental health issues 
– well-recognised legacies of the intergen-
erational trauma brought about by the forced 
removal of children in the past.
Koori Mail 

Rates rising of 
children in care

Australia

Workers win in Chemist Warehouse dispute
The ACTU has congratulated 
union members who stood up for 
their rights and won a fair work-
place agreement in the Chemist’s 
Warehouse distribution centres in 
Victoria and Queensland.

After 16 days on strike, people 
working at Chemist’s Warehouse 
reached an agreement with manage-
ment that includes:
• All workers to get a 18.75 percent 

wage increase over 4 years, 8.75 
percent of that will come within 
two weeks. Through classifi cation 
changes, forklift drivers and 
trainers to get approximately 22.5 
percent wage increase over four 
years;

• All casual labour hire members 
who have been on strike will get 
permanent jobs;

• A job security clause which 
ensures labour hire workers 
become permanent after 6 
months;

• Labour hire to get 16 percent 
increase (6 percent upfront);

• Recognition of, and training in, 
gendered violence;

• Members on four-day week can 
move to fi ve-day week;

• Agreement wages to apply if 
outsourced;

• Agreement to apply if relocated;
• Severance pay on redundancy 

improved compared to NES;
• Renegotiation clause;
• Improvements to OHS including 

hot and cold policies, PPE 
provided;

• Employer can roster people on 
weekend (at weekend penalties) 
but only by employee consent and 
with ability to revert.

“I congratulate everyone who 
took the brave decision to stand up 
for their rights and win a fair deal at 
Chemist’s Warehouse,” said ACTU 
president Michelle O’Neil.

“This is such an important win. 
Fair pay rises and secure jobs are at 
the heart of the Change the Rules 
campaign.

“Today belongs to you – you’re 
an inspiration to working people 
across our movement and across the 
country.”

National Union of Workers 
national secretary Tim Kennedy said, 
“At a time of serious wage stagna-
tion, it’s great to see workers in their 
union collectively bargain for wage 
increases, secure jobs and respect at 
work.”

David Matters in Queensland 
reports:

“The National Union of 
Workers has turned a non-union 
site into a union site and the work-
ers involved have confronted and 
beaten intimidation by this com-
pany. Pickets were in place in 
the warehouses in Victoria and 
Queensland. Picketers were run 
down by vehicles and intimidated 

by the company who attempted to 
work with non-union labour.

“I had the privilege to meet 
some of the workers at the Eagle 
farm depot and they were able to 
inform me of the company’s intimi-
dation. Truck drivers turned around 
but with Picketing laws differing in 
Queensland, some hard positions 

were put on truck drivers and 
pickets.

“This dispute was ably assisted 
by workers’ solidarity and the soli-
darity of other unions. In this climate 
of the war on workers these coura-
geous workers have struck back 
and represent an example to other 
workers.” 
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Graham Harrington

The bourgeoisie turns everything into a 
commodity, hence also the writing of history. 
It is part of its being, of its condition for 
existence, to falsify all goods: it falsifi ed 
the writing of history. And the best-paid 
historiography is that which is best falsifi ed 
for the purposes of the bourgeoisie.

Frederick Engels, 
“Notes for a History of Ireland” 1869–1870).

This year will be the 30th anniversary 
of the destruction of the Berlin Wall. No 
doubt this will be accompanied by an ideo-
logical onslaught by the capitalist media on 
the German Democratic Republic (GDR), 
with a few obligatory mentions of the Stasi 
thrown in.

It will not be necessary to inform readers 
that this fawning over “freedom and democ-
racy” is laughable, given that the same voices 
have the gall to portray themselves as demo-
crats, despite their support for the neo-Nazis 
and other fascists in government in Ukraine, 
Hungary and Poland and their support for the 
fascist Bolsonaro in Brazil and his counterparts 
in the Venezuelan opposition.

However, it is worth pointing out some his-
torical facts on the GDR from a working-class 
viewpoint.

The creation of the GDR was a reaction 
to the creation of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in 1949, after the Western-controlled 
sectors of Berlin introduced a separate cur-
rency so as to undermine the economic stability 
of the Eastern side. Contrary to what is taught 
in the capitalist education system, the Soviet 
Union and its allies never wanted a partitioned 
Germany, instead favouring a unifi ed but neu-
tral state. But in 1952 the Soviet proposals 
for German reunifi cation were rejected by the 
West, under its chancellor, Konrad Adenauer. 
West Germany was later armed and fi nanced 
by the United States.

The GDR was created in an area that com-
posed only a third of German territory, had 
little heavy industry, and had suffered immense 
damage in the war, with a population who were 
indoctrinated with Nazi propaganda. Up to 30 
percent of industry in the east was given to the 
USSR as reparations for the war, which had 
cost 26 million Soviet lives.

By necessity, the new ruling party of the 
GDR, the Socialist Unity Party of Germany 
(SED), was unashamedly a party of veteran 
anti-fascists, some of whom were Jewish. Otto 
Grotewohl, the fi rst prime minister of the GDR, 
had been imprisoned by the Nazis several 
times. Walter Ulbricht was a former joiner; his 
successor, Erich Honecker, was a former roofer 
who had spent ten years in a Nazi prison.

Albert Norden, a member of the Central 
Committee of the SED, was the son of a rabbi. 
Herman Axen was from a Jewish family and 
had survived internment in both Auschwitz 
and Buchenwald. Hilde Benjamin, the GDR’s 
fi rst woman minister, was also a Jew, who 
had lost her right to practise law under the 
Nazis, while her husband was murdered in 
Mauthausen slave-labour camp.

In sharp contrast to this, the West German 
state was filled with former Nazis. Hans 
Globke was a Nazi who not only worked 
under Adolf Eichmann but jointly wrote the 
infamous Nuremberg Laws and later became 
adviser to Adenauer.

The West offered financial incentives 
to citizens of the East should they move to 
the West. Of course these incentives, such 
as housing and interest-free loans, were not 
offered to all but only to those among the pro-
fessional classes. This resulted in a “brain 
drain,” which massively affected the GDR. 
This, along with acts of sabotage and blatant 
espionage by the likes of the CIA, BND (the 
West German secret service), and MI6, led the 
East German state to close its borders. The 
result was the “anti-fascist protection barrier,” 
erected in 1961.

The wall came down in 1989, and not long 
afterwards the GDR was annexed by the West.

The Berlin Wall may not be a glamorous 

historical topic for communists, but we should 
always approach history in a principled way, 
and see what we can learn from it. Border 
walls are seldom a nice thing, but we should 
always ask, Who benefi ts? Who benefi ts from 
the walls in Palestine? Who benefi ts from 
the peace walls in Belfast, keeping our class 
divided?

And we must also ask, Who benefi ted 
from the GDR? Certainly the working class 
did, as did women. It’s not surprising that 
those in the East continue to say in poll after 
poll that they regret the fall of their state. 
They had a universal health service, univer-
sal education and public housing, more thea-
tres than any other state on earth, a collective 
sense of belonging that is alien to anybody in 
a capitalist society, and equality for women, 
including child care and access to abortion, 
that was unashamedly working-class femi-
nism. All this while the GDR kept up its 
international obligations, providing support 
for revolutionaries in Mozambique, Angola, 
and elsewhere.

Considering the hand the GDR leadership 
was dealt, and its anti-fascist credentials, we 
should keep an open mind on the more unat-
tractive aspects and always approach things 
with an open mind.
Socialist Voice 

Australia

The Berlin Wall, 
30 years later

Ailing health of the nation
Australia’s 15th National Rural 
Health Conference was held in 
Hobart with a big focus on cli-
mate change, access, workforce 
and a call for the abolition of dis-
crimination and racism in health 
service delivery in remote and 
rural areas.

In her opening address, New 
Zealand academic Jane Mills urged 
nurses to lead the charge in tackling 
climate change and the devastating 
implications for health.

“Nurses are so important 
because they account for more 
than 50 percent of the health work-
force and through their sheer num-
bers they have the ability to make 
a difference to the planet as long 
they know how,” said Professor 
Mills who is Pro-Vice Chancellor 
of Massey University’s College of 
Health.

She urged nurses to lead 
greenhouse gas emission reviews 

of their clinics, recycle medical 
equipment where possible and to 
choose non-polluting ways to get 
to work.

Professor James Buchan, 
who studies rural health work-
force issues around the world, said 
Australia was behind the curve in 
terms of encouraging more nurse 
practitioners and needed to invest 
more in them as part of a strategy 
to solve the rural health workforce 
shortage.

He said investment in allied 
health and other professions was 
an investment, not a cost, and 
would have powerful positive mul-
tiplier impacts.

While Australia was among the 
top OECD countries of the world 
for its per capita rate of doctors and 
nurses, there were big inequities in 
the distribution of that workforce 
from metropolitan to rural areas 
and the mechanics that were being 

used to address this inequity were 
too short-term,” Professor Buchan, 
of UTS, Sydney said.

“The turnover of nurses and 
allied health professionals in rural 
areas is more than 100 percent a 
year,” he said.

“We need to focus on provid-
ing the right sort of policy target to 
retain the workforce in rural areas 
long-term.”

In his opening address to the 
conference, one of three Aboriginal 
surgeons in the nation, ear, nose 
and throat surgeon Kelvin Kong, 
stunned the audience with an image 
of maggots in a young Indigenous 
person’s inner ear, asking how this 
could happen in a modern country 
like Australia.

Associate Professor Kong, 
of the University of Newcastle’s 
School of Medicine and Public 
Health, said he did this to drive 
home his point that there would be 

no equality in healthcare without 
access.

He said discrimination and 
racism was institutionalised in the 
health system, preventing health 
accessibility for indigenous and for-
eign people.

“If you have a clinic for outpa-
tients at centres in hospital the Do 
Not Attend (non-attendance) rates 
by Indigenous people are too high.

“We always blame the 
Aboriginal population – they can’t 
make it, they don’t care, they are 
too busy doing other things, it’s not 
important, it’s not a high priority 
rather than refl ecting on what else 
is going on and how can we change 
our models of care to suit the 
patients we are looking after.

“In Newcastle, we moved one 
of our clinics from outpatients 3.5 
kilometres to the local Aboriginal 
health service and we went from 
20 percent attendance rate to 100 

percent within two years. The dif-
ference was the medical service 
created this environment that felt 
safe for the families, where they 
felt comfortable and weren’t going 
to be judged and victimised.”

Over 1,100 delegates are 
attending the conference which has 
been held every two years since the 
early 1990s.

Delegates will shape recom-
mendations for rural and remote 
health service delivery over 
four days to present to federal 
MPs ahead of this year’s federal 
election.

Key conference themes include 
the impact of climate change on 
rural health, rural health workforce, 
telehealth and mental health.

The conference is organised by 
the National Rural Health Alliance 
which represents rural health serv-
ices and professionals working 
beyond metropolitan areas. 
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Darius Shahtahmasebi

A new alliance being formed by Qatar, 
Turkey, and Iran, with the potential to 
receive the backing of Russia and China, 
is a major concern to the US, Israel, and 
Saudi Arabia. The aftermath of over 
eight years of war in Syria has changed 
the regional dynamics in a way almost 
certainly never envisioned by the United 
States and its allies. Through leaked docu-
ments, we have known for some time now 
that Washington’s interim goal was to, at 
the very least, destabilise the Assad govern-
ment in the hopes of scaling back Iranian 
infl uence. (Its ultimate goal was quite 
clearly regime change, which was very 
close to fruition during at least one stage 
of the war).

This anti-Assad strategy has, of course, 
backfi red to the point where Iranian-backed 
forces have essentially amassed along the 
Syria-Israel border, threatening Washington’s 
most beloved ally in the region. The other nota-
ble – and realistically, most important – devel-
opment is that Russia, not the United States, 
emerged out of the rubble of Syria as the major 
power-broker and military tactician.

However, it seems as though the after-
math of Syria is just the beginning of a tec-
tonic move in a massive direction away from 
the status quo. Eight years on since the war in 
Syria broke out, and we are now beginning to 
see some other major concrete shifts within the 
regional alliances which has Washington’s tra-
ditional allies, particularly Saudi Arabia, start-
ing to tremble.

As of now, Qatar, Iran, and Turkey are 
forming a regional alliance, which is irking 
Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf States. After 
Saudi Arabia led a coalition of nations that 
attempted to bully Qatar into submission and 
accept a long list of inconceivable demands 
in June 2017, Qatar soon found it could rely 
on some key partners to weather the Saudi-led 
storm. These partners are now openly forming 
a new alliance, which will up-end the entire 
balance of power in the Middle East.

The strengthening of ties between this axis 
of nations is quite remarkable, when one con-
siders that they each held completely paradoxi-
cal positions regarding the Syrian confl ict. The 
horror of this shift from a Western perspective 
can be seen brilliantly in an Asia Times arti-
cle entitled “America’s Syrian humiliation is 
worse than it looks”.

When Saudi Arabia blocked Qatar’s only 
land border and the UAE in turn blocked ship-
ments from its ports to Doha, Qatar quickly 
found friends in Oman, Turkey, and Iran to 
bypass this nonsensical blockade. Qatari 
fl ights were rerouted over Iranian airspace and 
Turkey upped the ante on its military pres-
ence in the country as a sign of strength and 
commitment.

Eventually, daily life in Qatar could con-
tinue quite reasonably. This is not to say that 
Qatar didn’t experience diffi culties, particularly 
regarding oil prices, real estate prices, tourism, 
and the slowdown in economic growth. Then 
again, Qatar was able to draw from its reserves 
to counter the effects, minimising the damage 
done by its neighbours.

By the end of 2017, Turkey, Iran, and 
Pakistan had all increased bilateral trade with 
Qatar, benefi tting all four countries. In the less 
than six months since the “Qatar crisis” had 
begun, trade between Iran and Qatar reportedly 
increased by 117 percent. At the time, experts 
studying the crisis predicted that commercial 
relations between the two countries would 
remain intact, even following the closure of 
the Saudi-led Qatar crisis.

Iran, Qatar, and Turkey also signed a land 
transportation pact in August of that year 
which would help reduce the cost and transit 
period for the exchange of goods. Seeing as 
Saudi Arabia effectively blockaded the fl ow 
of goods into Qatar, it should not be hard to 
see that even this agreement alone bore major 
signifi cance.

Qatar for its part has invested heavily in 
Turkey, well over US$20 billion in total. As 
explained previously by Al Jazeera, this is the 
second-highest in terms of value by any coun-
try, demonstrating the importance these two 
nations have given to each other.

By most accounts, the Gulf States need 
Turkey on their side in order to contain Iran. 
A recent report published by Middle East Eye 
revealed how Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and 
Egypt hatched a plan with Israel to scale back 
the regional infl uence of Turkey and Iran, with 
Turkey deemed to be the biggest military threat 
to these Gulf states’ interests.

As it transpires, the Qatar-Turkey-Iran axis 
could potentially provide a major buffer to the 
so-called Arab NATO, which will be headed by 
Saudi Arabia. While Saudi Arabia appears to 
have managed to bring Pakistan on side, it still 
remains that Pakistan shares a border with Iran 
and relies heavily on China, another key ally of 

Iran. Islamabad’s anti-Iran stance can therefore 
only stretch so far.

The fact is that this alliance on the face of 
it will likely bear the support of Russia and its 
military will also be of a major concern to the 
anti-Iran alliance. As it stands, Russia, Iran, 
and Qatar provide over half of the world’s 
known gas reserves. Not to mention that Iran 
and Qatar share the world’s largest gas fi eld, 
another major concern for the Saudi-led bloc.

Saudi-owned media has already voiced its 
opposition to this newfound alliance, which 
can be seen most openly in an article in Al 
Arabiya entitled “How Iran, Turkey use Qatar 
to undermine regional security and US inter-
est”. According to Al Arabiya, there is a “risk” 
of Qatar “breaking away from the Arab orbit 
and posing a serious threat to Saudi Arabia, 

the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.” The 
Qatar-Iran entente, “previously concealed, is 
out in the open,” the article also notes.

“To put it simply: Qatar has irrevoca-
bly joined with Ankara and Tehran against its 
former Arab allies. It has conclusively posi-
tioned itself in a regional alliance that pursues 
geopolitical dominance by driving instability.”

At around the same time, Qatar had 
called for a new alliance to replace the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), further demon-
strating this shift in perspective.

According to Russian think tank Katehon, 
the new Qatar-Iran-Turkey axis is already 
well underway and has the power to control 
Asia, west India and Pakistan and challenge 
the “demonic trio” of the US, Israel, and Saudi 
Arabia.

Magazine

New Turkey-Iran-Qatar axis

Toward liberation and unity
Why the Syrian Communist Youth are optimistic about the future
JACK TRUSTAM interviews KHALED 
BAKDASH, president of the university of 
Damascus student union and secretary of 
the international relations bureau of the 
Syrian Communist Youth Union
Jack Trustam: In Britain, many people’s 
understanding of the war in Syria is hazy 
at best, although many of us have good 
enough sense to distrust the mainstream 
media and its blatant misrepresentation of 
imperialist interventions. Could you give us 
a brief overview of the war in Syria?

Khaled Bakdash: Absolutely. Firstly, 
the attack on Syria was because of natural 
resources. Syria has the third biggest natural 
gas reserves and has resisted attempts to con-
struct an oil and gas pipeline from the Persian 
Gulf, Qatar in particular, to Europe, which 
would damage Russia as the main European 
supplier. Nowadays Syria is the only Arab 
state that defi es imperialist expansionism and 
was a pillar of support for resistance in Iraq, 
Lebanon and Palestine.

Reactionary regimes like Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar and Jordan consider Syria’s example 
unforgivable. Syria’s war differs from Iraq 
and Afghanistan, which were very expen-
sive and rather unsuccessful. Starting with 

the Obama administration, US wars took an 
indirect form like that of the “Arab Spring” in 
Libya, or the “Colour Revolutions” in eastern 
Europe, but modernised.

The war has had four stages overall:
2011 to 2012 consisted of demonstrations 

and media manipulation, especially region-
ally, by Al Jazeera and the BBC.

From 2012, terrorist attacks began with 
the kidnapping and murder of scientists and 
massacres in villages.

In 2013, foreign fi ghters began to enter 
Syria. At their peak these jihadists controlled 
70 percent to 80 percent of Syrian territories 
excluding cities.

In 2014, direct imperialist intervention 
started under the pretence of fi ghting terror-
ism – somehow they managed to “fi ght” ISIS 
without actually damaging it.

In 2015 the whole situation changed with 
Russian intervention at the Syrian govern-
ment’s request.

The Russians got involved for a few 
reasons. They saw the potential economic 
damage that a pipeline through Syria from the 
Gulf would cause them, as well as the poten-
tial of Syrian gas. They wish to improve their 
regional infl uence, including their naval base 
in Syria, especially in the context of their loss 

of eastern European allies like Ukraine. They 
are also afraid of jihadists returning home to 
places like Chechnya with friends and experi-
ence gained in the Syrian war.

Today, in 2019, the government con-
trols over 70 percent of Syrian territories. 
However, the social and economic situation in 
the country is worsening, with the currency at 
a tenth of its former value, due to neo-liberal 
policies. The Syrian Communist Party has 
been at the forefront of protesting over issues 
such as the fl ight of US$180 billion of private 
capital from the country, which the govern-
ment told us “must be respected.”

The main goal right now is to liberate 
Syria and regain its unity, as well as improv-
ing the rights and conditions of the people. 
If the rights and conditions of people are 
improved, then the army, which is made up of 
their children, will be better equipped in the 
fi ght against the invaders.

Since the 1950s, communists have partici-
pated in coalition governments with progres-
sive parties, even before the Ba’ath Party came 
to power. Historically we have maintained the 
anti-imperialist line of the government while 
being critical. We have a minister, MPs and 
councils. When Aleppo was under siege and 
in north-eastern Syria encircled by ISIS, our 

newspaper, our message, was the only one that 
was reaching people in those areas.

We have held many demonstrations, 
including demonstrations against US marines 
where we burnt the American fl ag right in 
front of them. Of course, there have always 
been many Kurds in the Syrian Communist 
Party. One of our most historic leaders, whom 
the youth wing is named after, was Kurdish.

I would simply ask them: where are the 
[US aligned] Free Syrian Army now? They 
were eaten up by terrorist groups. The media 
made them appear bigger than they were. 
They were allied to jihadist organisations 
like the Al Nusra Front and ISIS. In fact, they 
were very close to the former because there 
was not a single point of political difference 
between them.

JT: Arms manufacturing is one of 
Britain’s most signifi cant industries. Arms 
companies and the British government are 
responsible for sending those bombs to war 
zones like Yemen and Syria. What would 
you say to the people who participate in this 
deadly trade?

KB: Of course, I don’t believe that work-
ers in this industry are responsible. But I 
believe that people involved have the power 
to do something about it. The fact is that 
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“Do not underestimate the role of small 
Qatar in this triple alliance with latent 
empires,” the think tank is cited as saying. 
“The fact is that the huge fi nancial resources, 
as well as the successful geographical loca-
tion of the emirate, allow it to resist even the 
all-powerful Saudi Arabia, which also claims 
regional domination.”

“Thus, international pressure and economic 
restrictions prompted three completely differ-
ent states, despite geopolitical differences, to 
begin rapprochement in the economic sphere. 
How this will turn out in the future depends 
primarily on the actions of the United States, 
which, undoubtedly, will try to break up the 
emerging triple alliance.”
RT – Russia Today 

Magazine

The betrayal of Madrid
A coup against the Republic led to the 
fascists marching on Madrid unopposed 
– and by refusing to correct his most 
famous work, George Orwell knowingly 
misleads his readers to this day.

Tom Sibley

Next week we mark the 80th anniversary 
of the end of the Spanish Civil War (SCW). 
After nearly three years of heroic resistance 
the republican forces succumbed, facing as 
they did the combined might of Franco’s 
army supported with copious supplies of 
armed and trained soldiery provided by 
Nazi Germany and fascist Italy.

Until the end of February 1939 Prime 
Minister Juan Negrin and his only reliable 
allies, the Communists, were determined to 
fi ght on despite a series of crushing mili-
tary defeats in Catalonia. The Republic still 
controlled a large area of central Spain and 
had over 500,000 men under arms. It was 
Negrin’s belief that if the Republican side 
could hold on for a few more months, it was 
just possible that the gathering war clouds 
over Europe would force the Western powers 
to take military and diplomatic action against 
Franco.

The alternative, an outright victory for 
Franco was unthinkable given Franco’s track 
record of vengeful violence and his total dis-
regard for human rights, civil liberties and 
international law. The following months and 
years were to prove that Negrin’s forebod-
ings were well justifi ed.

In early March under the leadership of 
Colonel Casado, appointed commander of 
the Republican Army of the Centre the pre-
vious year, a group of renegade Republican 
military and political leaders, including well 
known socialists and anarchists, formed the 
Consejo National de Defensa (CND) with 
the intention of deposing Negrin and the 
elected Popular Front Government.

The renegades’ actions were informed 
by virulent anti-communism. They justi-
fi ed their treachery by claiming that the 
Communist Party, backed by Negrin and the 
Soviet Union, was about “to take control of 
all levers of power in the republican zone” 
and “that Spain was about to fall under a 
Stalinist dictatorship.” Given that Franco’s 
victory was by that time inevitable these 
claims were absurd.

The CND began arresting Madrid 
Communists and their supporters. When 
these actions were forcibly resisted a civil 
war within the Civil War broke out. For 
the fi rst few days Communists held the ini-
tiative and were on the verge of defeating 
Casado coalition troops. But with a nod and 
a wink from Franco, the 14th Division of the 
Republic’s Popular Army, controlled by the 
anarchists and under the direction of General 
Mera, left an active front in the war against 
Franco to march on Madrid in order to con-
front the Republican loyalists.

Faced with insurmountable odds the 
Communists were forced to leave their 
strongholds and retreat. Over a thousand 
Communists and supporters were killed in 
their last ditch and failed attempt to save the 
Spanish Republic.

Some two weeks later Franco’s army 
marched unopposed into Madrid – all 
attempts to negotiate favourable peace terms 
came to nothing as Franco ruthlessly pressed 
home his military advantage.

At the time many saw Casado’s coup as a 
cowardly betrayal. George Orwell, author of 
Homage to Catalonia, easily the most popu-
lar account of the war, took a contrary view. 
In a review of Casado’s memoirs published 
in January 1940 Orwell wrote in his usual 
omniscient style, “Considering the actual 
military situation it is diffi cult not to feel that 
Casado was right.”

Yet those on the spot, or at least those 
who remained loyal to the Republic and 
saw the dangers inherent in a fascist vic-
tory, thought otherwise. Even Orwell came 
to recognise the error of welcoming Franco’s 
victory. Less than a year after his original 
review he declared that Franco’s victory was 
a disaster for the Spanish people.

In the early 1940s, probably infl uenced 
by discussions with Negrin who was at the 
time in exile in Britain, Orwell had second 
thoughts on other matters too, contrary to 
Homage to Catalonia. He conceded that the 
war was not lost because of divisions on the 
left and the suppression of the Poum by the 
Popular Unity Government. By 1943, writing 
in Looking back on the Spanish Civil War, 
he had come to the view that “the Trotskyist 
thesis that the war could have been won if 
the revolution had not been sabotaged was 
probably false. The fascists won because 
they were stronger [militarily]. No political 
strategy could offset that.”

But Orwell made little, if any, attempt 
that future editions of his famous book 
refl ected his true views on the Poum and the 
real reasons for the Republic’s defeat.

He and his publishers preferred to retain 
the anti-communist and anti-Soviet views 
expressed in the book knowing that these 
were in line with the Cold War positions 
which found favour in the late 1940s with 
the political establishment of both Britain 
and the United States.

Although the Republican side was 
defeated, the stand taken by democratic 
Spain showed that it was possible to confront 
the growing threat of expansionist fascism. 
Notwithstanding the adverse balance of 
military forces, the example of the Spanish 
Republican Army aided by the International 
Brigades and supported by the Soviet Union, 
was to inspire the resistance movement 
throughout Nazi-occupied Europe.

In many respects the war was the fi rst 
battle in the struggle to defeat Nazism. That 

the second world war was won owes much to 
the stance taken by the Spanish people and 
the International Brigades who showed that 
it was necessary and possible to stand up to 
the fascist war machine thus showing up the 
futility of the appeasement strategy of the 
Western powers before 1939.

But the fruits of this victory were not 
passed on to the Spanish people. Over the 
next 35 years many thousands were to die in 
Franco’s prisons while the Western democra-
cies stood aside, seeing Franco as an impor-
tant ally in the Cold War against the spread 
of socialism and national liberation.

For the truth, I recommend Spain’s 
“Left” Critics by Daily Worker editor JR 
Campbell – a demolition of the ultra-left 
delusions which infected a section of the 
British left at the time and a refreshingly par-
tisan and contemporary account of the strug-
gle to organise solidarity with the Spanish 
Republic. Many years later Bill Alexander, 
who was commander of the British Battalion 
of the International Brigade, wrote George 
Orwell and Spain to counteract the damage 
that George Orwell’s mendacious and highly 
unreliable Homage to Catalonia did to his-
torical truth.

My introduction to the new edition of 
Spain’s “Left” Critics provides a valuable 
context to the period and discusses George 
Orwell’s political views and the revelations 
that he ended his life as an informer to the 
British government who denounced his lit-
erary and political contemporaries to the 
British secret police.
Morning Star 

British-manufactured weapons are used in the 
deaths of many innocent people, women and 
children, in an unjust confl ict.

JT: What are your thoughts about the role 
that Britain has played in Syria, especially 
since British special forces are reportedly on 
the ground in Syria, and the “White Helmets” 
were set up by a British mercenary?

KB: The British ruling class are some of 
the smartest and most cunning imperialists. 
They are second only to the United States. 
Historically, they have had a big role in the 
creation of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt 
and strong intelligence networks and special 
forces. I think that Parliament should investi-
gate the presence of British soldiers in Syria. 
What are they doing and what is their agenda? 
Does it serve the interests of British people or 
the interests of the United States?

JT: Finally, are you positive about the 
future in Syria?

KB: One of the challenges going for-
wards will be Turkey and Israel trying to get 
out of the war with something to show for it, 
territory or otherwise – but overall, I am very 
positive about our country and our people 
rebuilding and returning to their former 
strength.
Morning Star 

”The Internationals – United with the Spaniards We Fight the Invader”, artwork by Parrilla, from 

The Palette and Flame – Posters of the Spanish Civil War, International Publishers, New York.
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Al Neal

BRUSSELS: In one weekend, two differ-
ent European Union member countries 
saw people take to the streets in protest 
for two very different reasons. In the UK, 
over one million people marched through 
central London, ending at the Houses of 
Parliament, calling for a second public ref-
erendum to decide whether Britain should 
withdraw from EU membership. Some 
called for a complete revocation of Article 
50, stopping Brexit altogether.

Meanwhile, the streets of Brussels, 
Belgium, the EU’s capital, were fi lled with 
thousands of demonstrators demanding that 
EU leadership end all racist and discrimina-
tory border practices within EU states. Chants 
in French, Dutch, Spanish, Romani, and more 
could be heard for miles. All of them saying the 
same thing: “We are all European.”

“We want to let it be heard that we won’t 
allow ourselves to be divided by racism and 
discriminatory measures and that we will con-
tinue to fi ght for a society in which everyone 
is equal,” explained one unnamed anti-racism 
march organizer. “We remember the victims of 
hatred and terrorism in Brussels and elsewhere. 

Terrorism seeks to throw up walls and to divide 
society into ‘us’ and ‘them’. We will not let this 
happen.”

Walls and borders, sounds familiar, doesn’t 
it?

This past weekend was a visual representa-
tion of the complicated phenomenon that is the 
EU and membership in the bloc. The union is 
itself the product of capitalist class efforts to 
create a single economic market after World 
War II. Today, the EU acts as bank, judicial 
system, economic enforcer, and watchdog mil-
itary alliance. Dominated by Germany’s central 
bank, the EU’s austerity policies have created 
millions of discontented workers across the 
continent, particularly in recession-hit coun-
tries like Greece, Portugal, Spain, and Italy. 
The same is true in Britain.

At the same time, a more fl uid and cos-
mopolitan European identity has been forged 
for just as many millions. They abhor the anti-
immigrant rhetoric employed by the EU’s 
right-wing critics and oppose any return to 
hard borders or the nationalist sentiments of 
the past.

The protests in London and Brussels dem-
onstrated the reality that arguments for and 
against the EU which both carry some merit 

– depending on where you live, and how hard 
EU austerity measures have hit your economy.

And speaking of complications, back 
in Britain, lawmakers wrested control of the 
Brexit process from Prime Minister Theresa 
May Monday and will now seek to decide how 
the UK withdraws from the EU – or not.

May admitted that her Brexit “Plan B” 
agreement didn’t have the votes needed to carry 
a win. After seizing control of the agenda from 
May, Members of Parliament decided by 329 
to 302 to schedule a series of votes on alterna-
tive Brexit strategies, with options including 
a second referendum, keeping the UK in the 
EU’s single-market, a no-deal divorce, or can-
celling the whole thing.

Currently, there are no less than 16 alterna-
tive Brexit options proposed, including:
• No-Deal Brexit: The UK would leave April 

12.
• The Labour Party’s Brexit plan: 

“Prioritise jobs and living standards, build 
a close new relationship with the EU, 
protect workers’ rights and environmental 
standards, provide certainty to EU 
nationals, and give a meaningful role to 
Parliament throughout negotiations.”

• Rewrite the Irish “backstop” agreement: 

An amendment to the Withdrawal 
Agreement that gives the UK a unilateral 
right to exit the so-called Irish backstop, 
or open border trading between Ireland, an 
EU member state, and the UK’s Northern 
Ireland. No one wants the return to violence 
that a hard border could bring, but Brexit 
advocates fear becoming trapped in a 
customs union with the EU.

• Soft Brexit/Norway style: The UK stays 
in the European Economic Area and rejoins 
the European Free Trade Association, 
giving it access to the EU single market.

• Revoke Article 50 if no withdrawal 
agreement is reached four days before the 
April 12 deadline.

With the calls for May to resign begin-
ning weeks ago, the reality of the situation just 
seemed to hit. With the House of Commons 
prepared to make moves on Brexit, May is 
scheduled to speak with Conservative Party 
lawmakers before the vote in one fi nal Hail 
Mary pass.

It is expected she will indicate a date for 
her resignation following the meeting if she is 
able to secure the votes for her deal.
People’s World 
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Contradictions play out

International

“Flammable ice”Bombing civilians
Russian specialists have been 
invited by Chinese scientists to 
explore deposits of gas hydrate, 
also known as fi re ice, on the sea-
fl oor of the South China Sea. The 
joint expedition is set to start in 
July this year.

Plans for the joint mission 
were revealed by the president of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
physicist Aleksandr Sergeyev, who 
said that existing data shows that 
there are natural gas fi elds in the 
region.

“The Chinese side is look-
ing for methane emissions [in the 
South China Sea] and links them 
to the presence of [gas] reserves. 
They invited us to take part in the 
expedition dedicated to explora-
tion of gas hydrates, which begins 
approximately in July,” Sergeyev 
told TASS.

China, one of the world’s larg-
est energy consumers, lacks its 
own natural gas reserves and thus 
has a huge interest in the mis-
sion, the scientist explained. Both 
countries have their own research 

vessels for expeditions, which can 
be carried off China’s south coast 
and other areas.

Gas hydrate, also known 
as methane hydrate, are ice-
like solids, in which small mol-
ecules of gas are trapped inside 
frozen water molecules. The sub-
stance is also known as fl amma-
ble ice as the gas inside allows 
it easily catch fi re despite low 
temperatures.

Natural gas hydrate is believed 
to be the best replacement for 
natural gas and oil. The volume 
of carbon contained in methane 
hydrates worldwide is estimated 
to be twice the amount contained 
in all fossil fuels on Earth, includ-
ing coal, according to the US 
Geological Survey.

China is actively developing 
gas hydrate exploration. In 2017, 
Chinese miners successfully col-
lected the frozen fuel for the fi rst 
time from underneath the South 
China Sea.
RT – Russia Today 

Steve Sweeney

Israeli ministers demanded the 
intensifi cation of the pounding 
of the besieged Palestinian Gaza 
Strip after Tel Aviv denied an 
Egypt-brokered ceasefi re agree-
ment had been made with Hamas.

Education Minister Naftali 
Bennett and Justice Minister Ayelet 
Shaked called for more air strikes 
on the territory after a night of 
heavy bombardment by F-16 fi ghter 
jets.

The pair, who are co-leaders of 
Likud’s coalition partners the New 
Right (Hayamin Hehadash) party, 
have often criticised prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s approach to 
Hamas, calling for Israel to increase 
its attacks.

Bennett was speaking in 
Kibbutz Alumim, an Israeli village 
close to the illegally constructed 
border fence, when he appeared 
to call for the bombing of civilian 
areas.

“Bombing an empty building 
and then feeling good, as if this is 

what is deterring Hamas, is non-
sense, it does not work,” he said.

He dismissed reports of a cease-
fi re negotiated through mediators 
Egypt as “embarrassing” and said 
he would stop such a development.

Israeli offi cials however denied 
that a ceasefi re had been agreed 
with Hamas. Netantahu ordered the 
deadly attacks on Gaza from his 
fl ight back from Washington.

Bennett’s bullish stance was 
praised by Shaked, who claimed 
that Hamas was “simply not afraid 
of us.”

Israel has ratcheted up regional 
tensions, spurred on by US impe-
rialism with President Donald 
Trump’s recognition of Tel Aviv’s 
sovereignty over the Syrian Golan 
Heights.

Large demonstrations took 
place across the area as thousands 
protested, many holding posters of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad as 
they declared loyalty to Damascus.

Syria slammed the move as 
“blatant aggression.”

The Foreign Ministry branded 

it the “highest level of contempt 
for international legitimacy” and 
showed that Washington was “the 
main enemy” of Arabs.

The actions have led to accu-
sations of attempts to boost Mr 
Netanyahu’s election campaign, 
with Israelis heading to the polls in 
just a few weeks time.

He is trailing Benny Gantz’s 
Blue and White alliance, with Likud 
warning that the retired lieutenant 
general is “mentally unstable” in a 
desperate bid to claw back support.

The bombing of Gaza echoes 
previous patterns before Israel’s 
2009 and 2013 elections with huge 
military offensives launched against 
Gaza over alleged missiles being 
fi red from the territory.

Israel stands accused of war 
crimes after killing more than 250 
unarmed Palestinians, injuring at 
least 23,000 during the Great March 
of Return protests.
Morning Star 
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The bombs start again. Israel, as if on 
a timer, begins to pulverize Gaza. The 
bombs strike from one end of the country 
to another, a warning against the protests 
that have been ongoing for a year. There is 
a shudder from Gaza, phone calls to friends 
who say that they are fearful this bombing 
run will escalate. Nothing is beyond Israel’s 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who will use these 
bombs as an advertisement for his cam-
paign to be re-elected when Israel goes to 
the polls on April 9. The phone lines carry 
the sound of scared children and anxious 
adults, a building demolished, the war-
planes shrieking overhead.

Abu Artema’s Birds
In January of last year, the Palestinian 

journalist Ahmed Abu Artema sat at his com-
puter in his home in Rafah (Gaza, Palestine). 
He had just returned home from a walk in this 
365-square-kilometre enclave that sits on the 
Mediterranean Sea. There is a hint of paradise 
in Gaza – the sea on one side, the citrus groves 
on the other. But the entire piece of land – pop-
ulated by 2.2 million Palestinians – is hemmed 
in by the Israeli occupation. The land is dotted 
with barbed wire fences and ditches, with 
armed guards on alert to shoot where and when 
they will, and the sea is patrolled by Israeli 
naval vessels, which routinely stop and arrest 
Palestinian fi shermen. Paradise is encircled by 
barbed wire and gunboats. Abu Artema decided 
to write a plea.

“No one stopped the birds,” he thought 

during his walk as he saw a fl ock of birds fl y 
across the perimeter fence. The Israeli occupa-
tion, he felt, “clips my wings” and “disrupts 
my evening walks.” What if a Palestinian from 
Gaza decided to “see himself as a bird and 
decides to reach a tree beyond the fence,” he 
mused? “If the bird was Palestinian, he would 
be shot.”

So, this journalist – a father of four young 
children – wrote the following simple question: 
“What would happen if thousands of Gazans, 
most of them refugees, attempted to peacefully 
cross the fence that separated them from their 
ancestral lands?” The answer, plainly, was that 
they would be shot.

Land Day
In 1976, the Israeli government announced 

the seizure of 20,000 dunams of land in the 
Galilee. The government declared a curfew so 
that it could proceed with the land theft without 
protest. It miscalculated. Pressure grew from 
below, so Tawfi q Ziad – the mayor of Nazareth 
(the largest Palestinian city inside Israel’s 1948 
lines) – called for a general strike. The strike 
on March 30, 1976, was almost total, with 
the Israeli State reacting to it with ferocity. 
The land was seized, but March 30 became a 
monumental day, Land Day, an annual com-
memoration of the struggle against the Israeli 
occupation.

Abu Artema’s plea made in January 
2018 became real on March 30, 2018, when 
the Great March of Return began. The initial 
plan was to start the protests on Land Day and 
then continue until May 15, the day to com-
memorate the Nakba or the expulsion of the 

Palestinians from their homeland in 1948. 
But the energy opened up by the Great March 
of Return could not be contained. This pro-
test, held each Friday, began with 30,000 
Palestinians on Land Day in 2018 and contin-
ues with tens of thousands of Palestinians each 
week.

Suffocation
When Abu Artema took to his Facebook 

page, he would not have been able to drink 
water – even if boiled – from his tap. That 
month, the Palestinian Water Authority warned 
that 97 percent of Gaza’s water was undrink-
able because of high levels of sewage and 
salinity. It was lucky that Abu Artema was able 
to get on Facebook. Gaza only gets power for 
about four hours per day. The Israelis blame 
the Hamas government in Gaza for these prob-
lems. Such a story is only possible for someone 
with no memory.

In each of the punctual bombings of Gaza 
since Operation Hot Winter (2008), Israel 
has targeted Gaza’s power plant and its water 
sources (wells, water towers, sewage pipe-
lines, and sewage treatment plants). Millions 
of dollars of damage are done to Gaza’s infra-
structure, which then cannot be repaired 
because Israel prevents materials from enter-
ing the enclave. Because of the Israeli bomb-
ings and Israeli embargo, Gaza, the United 
Nations has found, will become “uninhabit-
able by 2020.”

It is no wonder the Great March of Return 
has seen such large crowds, so many people – 
including children – coming to the fence each 
week despite the Israeli snipers and the tear 
gas. Palestinians set up tents out of range of the 
snipers so that they could feed the protesters 
and heal them. The destruction of infrastruc-
ture put a heavy burden on Palestinian women, 
which deepened their political commitment 
and brought them to set up and work in these 
encampments.

Medical personnel and journalists would 
be on hand, thinking that their professions gave 
them immunity. It did not. The Israeli snipers 
fi red at them: two journalists were killed, 184 
journalists injured; three medics were killed, 
181 medics injured. Hind Khoudary, a jour-
nalist, said that her work has been “more than 
[a] nightmare. I would have never imagined I 
would see people shattered into pieces.”

War Crimes
According to the Palestinian Ministry of 

Health, 196 people have been killed by the 
Israeli armed forces, while 11,427 people have 
been wounded (over 500 of them are in serious 
condition, with at least 300 having had at least 
one leg amputated). The United Nations offi ce 
in Palestine (OCHA) says that the number of 
injured is double this – 23,603 from March 30 
to the end of December 2018.

Last year, as the violence by Israel on the 
Gaza perimeter fence escalated, the United 
Nations’ Human Rights Council set up a panel 
of inquiry (comprised of Argentina’s Santiago 
Canton, Bangladesh’s Sara Hossain, and 
Kenya’s Kaari Betty Murungi). On March 18, 
the panel submitted its report. Israel’s govern-
ment, which did not cooperate, rejected the 
report.

The report found that there were “reason-
able grounds to believe that Israeli snipers shot 
at journalists, health workers, children, and 
persons with disabilities, knowing they were 
clearly recognisable as such.” The chair of the 
panel, Santiago Canton, went further, saying 
that the panel “has reasonable grounds to 
believe that during the Great March of Return, 
Israeli soldiers committed violations of inter-
national human rights and humanitarian law. 
Some of these violations may constitute war 
crimes or crimes against humanity and must be 
immediately investigated by Israel.”

Israel
So, there it stands. The international com-

munity’s panel says that war crimes were 
committed, but the legal framework stops at 
the borders of Israel. Must be immediately 
investigated by Israel. But Israel will do no 
such thing. It has rejected the panel and its 
fi ndings. There will be no investigation of the 
war crimes beyond what the panel has found. 
Instead, Israel has begun to bomb from the 
sky.

Israel will hold an election on April 9, a 
little more than a week after the fi rst anniver-
sary of the Great March of Return. On the anni-
versary itself, tens of thousands of Palestinians 
are expected to walk towards the perimeter. 
Last Friday, on March 22, Israeli soldiers 
killed Nedal Abdel Karim Ahmed Shatat (age 
29) and Jihad Munir Khaled Hararah (age 24). 
Israeli tear gas canisters fl ew into the medical 
fi eld station at Bureij Refugee Camp. About 
181 Palestinians were injured on that day. This 
shows that neither the Palestinian protesters 
nor the Israeli soldiers will back down.

Israel’s government is undaunted by the 
UN fi ndings. The Palestinians have no choice 
but to protest. The confrontation will esca-
late on the fi rst anniversary of the March. The 
Israelis will be harsh, harsher to give Benjamin 
Netanyahu the kind of muscular response that 
allows him to bully his way back to power.

Abu Artema’s birds – perhaps they are 
terns or gulls – continue to fl y back and forth. 
They emerge out of the poems of Mahmoud 
Darwish, the poem that asks, “Where should 
we go after the last frontiers? Where should the 
birds fl y after the last sky?” Palestinians will 
remain in this vast congested open-air prison 
called Gaza, hemmed in and forgotten, bombed 
once more, mercilessly.
People’s World 
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Israeli bombs on Gaza

Sydney

Remembering 
Nakba

A talk and a short fi lm 

6.30 pm Friday May 17
MUA Building – Sussex Street Sydney

Entry by donation
Some refreshments provided

Organised by Central branch, MUA and Greek comrades
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Great Barrier Reef 
needs farm pollution 
laws
Cleaning up the Great Barrier 
Reef’s water by introducing laws 
to cut farm pollution is essential 
to give corals a fi ghting chance of 
surviving climate change.

The Queensland government’s 
Innovation, Tourism Development 
and Environment Committee held 
a public hearing on proposed laws 
that would give the government the 
power to set standards on farming 
practices to cut pollution running 
into the Reef’s catchments.

Climate change is the Reef’s big-
gest threat, but bad water has had the 

biggest impact. We must boost the 
Reef’s resilience.

After 35 years diving on, and 
campaigning for, the Reef, I have 
seen stunning parts of the globally 
iconic system turn to “rubble” with 
farm run-off overloaded with chemi-
cals feeding outbreaks of coral-eat-
ing Crown of Thorns starfi sh.

The second reason to sup-
port the proposals was to promote 
farming practices that improve 
food security by stopping soils and 
expensive fertilisers being lost to 
rivers and creeks.

Finally I told the hearing that the 
world was watching. We know from 
studies that voluntary programs just 
won’t do anywhere near enough to 
clean up the water running into the 
Reef.

We have to stand up now. This 
is an incredibly important bill. Next 
year, the World Heritage Committee 
will again turn the spotlight on what 
we’ve been doing to safeguard the 
Reef. Putting these laws in place 
will demonstrate we’re serious about 
using science to guide good policy.

Nick Heath
Australian Marine 

Conservation Society

In charge 
to create change 
The key priorities for people with 
disability want to see in this year’s 
federal election is all political par-
ties to commit to putting people 
with disability at the heart of their 
agenda, committing to measures 
that will demonstrate that we are 
fully included in all aspects of life 
in Australia

People with disability are 20 
percent of the Australian popula-
tion, and we want to see real change 
across the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS), employ-
ment, violence prevention, justice 
and income support.

We are contacted everyday by 
people with disability who are fi nd-
ing that the NDIS isn’t working for 
them and isn’t putting them fi rst.

The NDIS has to change, so that 
we are in the driving seat. We are 
calling for 51 percent of all NDIS 
staff, including at senior levels and 
the Board, to be people with disabil-
ity, and a removal of the staffi ng cap.

PWDA’s Federal Election 
Platform also calls for training for 
everyone at the National Disability 

Insurance Agency (NDIA) in disabil-
ity rights and for a consistent con-
tact person in the Agency for Scheme 
participants. The NDIS also needs to 
improve access for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people with 
disability and people with disabil-
ity from culturally and linguistically 
diverse communities, as a matter of 
urgency.

There are still too many barriers 
that are stopping us from getting the 
benefi ts of a job, such as fi nancial 
security, having more choices and 
being part of the community.

We urgently need a National 
Jobs Plan to change employment 
inequality for people with disability 
– only 53 percent of us are in paid 
work, compared to 82 percent of our 
non-disabled peers.

The PWDA Election Platform 
also outlines the need for a national, 
multi-sector Disability Employment 
Coalition to drive development and 
track implementation of the National 
Jobs Plan and showcase good prac-
tice in inclusive employment.

We shouldn’t be living below 
the poverty line if we can’t work, 
so we support the urgent calls to 
raise the rate of Newstart by $75 per 

week. We also want changes to the 
Disability Support Pension halted, 
and a review of all income support 
for people with disability.

We are very pleased to see 
progress towards our Royal 
Commission into Violence, Abuse, 
Neglect and Exploitation of People 
with Disability. Now we need to see 
that it is fully funded and resourced 
to ensure that we can all safely tell 
our stories and get justice for the vio-
lence and abuse we experience.

The PWDA Election Platform 
also calls for the implementa-
tion of the National Preventative 
Mechanism for the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 
a treaty that supplements the 1984 
United Nations Convention Against 
Torture, and the development of a 
National Disability Justice Strategy.

We have fundamental rights to 
equality and to live freely in the com-
munity and to have a life free from 
violence and poverty. We call on all 
political parties to support people 
with disability in this election.

David Abello
People With Disability

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

Michelle Zacarias

The Department of Justice arrested 50 
affl uent individuals Tuesday morning, in 
what is being called the “largest college 
admissions scam” ever prosecuted. Dozens 
of wealthy parents, including famous 
actresses Felicity Huffman (Desperate 
Housewives) and Lori Loughlin (Full 
House) were charged in an alleged con-
spiracy to bribe, cheat, and deceive their 
children’s way into top colleges.

According to a federal criminal complaint, 
the elaborate conspiracy involved several 
parents making arrangements to have some-
one provide answers for the SAT and ACT 
standardised test. In other cases, bribes were 
accepted by university coaches as payment for 
fabricating students’ athletic records.

William “Rick” Singer, the central orches-
trator of the scam, was indicted on charges of 
racketeering, money laundering, defrauding 
the United States, and obstruction of justice. 
According to Andrew Lelling, the US attor-
ney for Massachusetts, Singer was allegedly 
paid up to $25 million by parents to help their 
children get into top schools. And what makes 
it even worse is the fact that many of these 
payoffs were funnelled through a fake charity 
Singer had set up, which meant the participants 
in the scheme were often able to deduct their 
bribes from their taxes. Privilege compounded.

Although authorities have publicly con-
demned the actions of those involved in the 
scam, this particular case of nepotism, wealth, 
and power being used by the ruling-class in 
education is not unique. Universities have a 
long and complex history of upholding clas-
sist and racist power structures. Affl uence and 
access to wealth play a crucial role in campus 
engagement – from participation in frater-
nity organisations to the quality of dorm room 
placements.

Despite overwhelming evidence that 
wealthier applicants have always had a leg up 
in college admissions, many Black and brown 
students still feel pressure to validate their 
place in academia. In addition to the burden 
of engaging with systems of institutionalised 
racism and classism, students of colour have 
been outspoken about the micro-aggressions 
they face throughout their time as undergradu-
ates. “The thing that really gets me,” says PhD 
student Jorge J Rodríguez V, “isn’t that I’m 
surprised – it’s that students of colour work 
three times as hard as these rich white kids, 
accomplish three times as much, and are still 

told we don’t belong or are there only because 
we’re ‘ethnic’.”

Rodríguez is speaking to the underlying 
misconception that affi rmative action poli-
cies award “undeserving” students of a colour 
a space in academia that should go to some-
one with higher qualifi cations. Pre-med student 
Laura (@LauraMariaxO on Twitter) says, “I 
remember when a girl in my high school told 
me I only got into college because I’m ‘Latina 
and poor.’ Yet, here are the white elite using 
their wealth to diminish any progress affi rm-
ative action has attempted to make.” Much 
like the people that have spoken out online, 
working-class students of colour are contin-
ually placed in the compromising position of 
having to demonstrate their rightful eligibility 
to attend top-tier universities.

One notable example of this is Abigail 
Fisher, a white woman who sued the University 
of Texas after she was denied admissions 
during an early enrolment process. Fisher 
alleged that other “less qualifi ed” (non-white) 
applicants had been admitted under affi rmative 
action guidelines and that she was wrongfully 
discriminated against. Her lawyers argued that 
use of race as a consideration in the admissions 
process violated the Equal Protection Clause 
of the Fourteenth Amendment. Ultimately, the 
district court held that the university’s admis-
sions process was constitutional, and the US 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit affi rmed.

Although affirmative action policies 
are intended to promote opportunities and 
equal access to disenfranchised communi-
ties, they are often the topic of heated public 
debates regarding race and class, privilege 
and education in the United States. The col-
lege admissions scam uncovered by the DOJ 
is a microcosm of the way in which capitalism 
shapes our higher education system.

For decades, colleges and universities have 
allowed wealthy alumni and donors to have 
considerable infl uence in and control over their 
institutions. President Donald Trump’s son-
in-law and senior advisor Jared Kushner was 
reportedly admitted into Harvard University 
after a $2.5 million pledge from his wealthy 
developer father – a fact that has been down-
played since there was nothing specifi cally 
“illegal” about the contribution.

Wealthy applicants, like Kushner, have his-
torically been awarded advantages in systems 
of higher education. Even now, there are pro-
grams available for students to participate in a 
four-day “application boot camp.” These pipe-
line programs include luxuries such as private 

jet rides to prospective colleges for students 
whose families can dish up the $43,000 cost.

Every step of the college admissions proc-
ess has built-in fi nancial barriers – from the 
standardised testing procedures (the more times 
you can afford to take it, the higher your score 
is likely to be) to the preferential treatment of 
“legacy” applicants (if your parents went to 
a school, you’re more likely to be admitted). 
According to the UK Guardian, the accept-
ance rate for legacy applicants at Harvard, 
Yale, Princeton, Georgetown, and Stanford is 
between two and three times higher than the 
general admission rate. This is just one of the 
numerous ways in which universities maintain 
their status as “exclusive” schools.

Details from the college admissions scam 

are still coming out, but in the meantime, sev-
eral teachers, parents, test administrators, 
coaches, admissions officials, and private 
instructors remain in the hot seat. The FBI and 
the Department of Justice have yet to identify 
all co-conspirators in the federal investigation 
and will continue to make arrests of parties 
involved in the elite scam.

One positive offshoot of the spotlight now 
shining on this elaborate fraud is that the gen-
eral public is now taking a fresh look at the 
classist (and effectively racist) practices that 
shape the university admissions process. Now, 
the whole country can see what working-class 
kids have known for a long time.
People’s World 
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Published in London in 1935, 
but never re-issued until now, 
Hollywood Cemetery is one of 
fi ve novels by Liam O’Flaherty 
banned by the Irish State under 
the Censorship Act. In the 1930s, 
O’Flaherty was one of Ireland’s 
most censored authors; in fact, his 
Galway novel The House of Gold 
was the very fi rst book banned 
there in 1929.

Hollywood Cemetery departs 
from his more familiar Irish set-
tings of the rural West of Ireland or 
Dublin’s slums. It is O’Flaherty’s 
fictionalised satirical account of 
his encounter with an industry that 
embodies the American way of life 
and exposes the core of Hollywood 
fi lm-making.

For readers of People’s World, 
there is a very special aspect of 
interest to this, O’Flaherty’s only 
US-based novel: He puts this paper’s 
precursor, the Daily Worker (called 
Proletarian Power in the novel), at 
the moral centre, and it is from this 
paper’s analysis that the novel takes 
its name. Liam O’Flaherty’s brother 
Tom was a daily columnist of the 
Daily Worker from the start, and so 
reference to the paper of the working 
class was no accident.

As the reader is reminded in 
Hollywood Cemetery, the American 
fi lm industry had similar “decency” 
stipulations to those of the Irish 
Censorship Board, under its new 
Production Code Administration. 
Both bodies attacked realist repre-
sentation. Predictably, this resulted 
in anti-realistic idylls that had noth-
ing whatever to do with the reality 
of people’s lives. While the rest of 
Hollywood was staggering under the 
clerical attack on “indecent” fi lms, 
Mortimer, the fi ctional fi lm producer 
of Flaherty’s novel, had hurriedly 
produced a picture called Little 
Virgin, which was a colossal success. 
“Within three months, it had fl ooded 
all the capitals of the world, outside 
of pagan Moscow, with the tears of 
the multitude. It had poured a profi t 
of four million dollars into the bank 
account of World Films Inc.”

Into this general context, 
O’Flaherty sets his satire. Based on 
his observations in the fi lming of 
his novel The Informer, he exposes 
how Hollywood operates, the allure 
of incredible salaries and result-
ing prostitution of its employees 
for money. O’Flaherty appears of 
sorts in the character of Brian Carey. 
This modern Irish author is part of a 
beauty-spotting operation in Ireland 
along with a US fi lm crew, to seek 

out a glamour girl suitable for the 
fi lming of his story “The Emigrant.” 
This achieved, the idea of a real-
ist fi lm about poverty in Ireland is 
speedily relinquished in favour of 
Hollywood illusion. Hollywood 
Cemetery is both hilarious and 
frightening.

Hollywood acts as coloniser, just 
as American slave owners, or British 
Anglicisers of Irish names, adapt 
the names of their underlings to per-
ceived US, or British, tastes. Thus, 
Biddy Murphy becomes Angela 
Devlin. Such use of US-friendly 
aliases for actors/musicians from 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, etc, continues 
to this day. In fact, O’Flaherty unerr-
ingly pinpoints such cornerstone 
aspects of the Hollywood way, then 
in its infancy.

Apart from the imposition of 
Hollywood-friendly names and 
appearances, he exposes the use of 
cosmetic surgery, drugs, screen-
play factories, power battles, and 
sexual harassment as intrinsic to 
the industry. While these are now 
slowly becoming more obvious to 
the public, along with their toll on 
the mental health of those involved, 
O’Flaherty recognises them clearly 
and exposes their early roots.

Here, it is a struggle to hold on 
to one’s own identity and integrity. 
Power and money swallow every-
thing, without regard for human 
life. Apart from the narrator, who 
frequently ironises himself, only 
the Communist Party newspaper, 
Proletarian Power, reveals this: 
“Hollywood is a cemetery where the 
remains of present-day bourgeois 
intellectuals are buried, after being 
fattened like the sacrifi cial victims 
in ancient Mexico on enormous 
salaries, only to have their hearts 
plucked out and eaten by the Moguls 
of modern mammon.”

This is what O’Flaherty must 
have experienced with the fi lming of 
his own novel The Informer by his 
distant cousin John Ford. Instead of 
staying true to his original, set in the 
slums of Dublin, Hollywood’s cellu-
loid manifestations of his two central 
female characters are sophisticated, 
elegant, and photogenic, mocking 
their originals. Instead of making a 
fi lm based on the Dublin working-
class experience, Ford and his script-
writer Dudley Nichols, along with 
the entire machinery, cleansed the 
novel of its deeper political texture to 
make a fi lm that presents stereotypes 
as seen by those who have no inter-
est in the inhabitants of tenements 
beyond their monetary value.

W h i l e  i n  H o l l y w o o d , 
O’Flaherty began thinking about 

his masterpiece, the historical novel 
Famine. This novel is the fi rst major 
artistic grappling in Ireland with the 
nation’s 19th-century colonial holo-
caust. O’Flaherty presents a differ-
entiated panorama of the starving 
peasantry, the famine-profi teering 
gombeen men, clergy with and with-
out a spine, and deeply inhuman 
British colonialists.

O’Flaherty hoped that Ford 
would make Famine into a fi lm after 
it appeared in 1937. Had Ford taken 
on this material, and resolutely por-
trayed this liquidation of a large 
part of the Irish nation, along with 
its resistance, it could have made a 
signifi cant contribution to a cultural 
acknowledgement of colonialism 
in all its inhumanity. This did not 
happen and Hollywood Cemetery is 
a part answer as to why not.

Fightback, the assertion of 
humanity even when confronted with 
great adversity, is always a theme in 
O’Flaherty’s work. Signifi cantly, the 
two Irish characters in Hollywood 
Cemetery rebel. The novel also fea-
tures women whose intelligence 
fl ies in the face of the gender role 
assigned to them by Hollywood. 
A gender-fl uid character is another 

aspect to the novel in which 
O’Flaherty seems to anticipate our 
own times and is surely far ahead of 
his own.

O’Flaherty had started the book 
while still in the US and fi nished it in 
France during the summer of 1935. 
His fi rst draft was returned to him by 
his London publisher Gollancz as too 
outspoken. Following its revision, it 
was fi nally published on November 

18, 1935. Nuascéalta’s republica-
tion of Hollywood Cemetery over 80 
years later is a major cultural event. 
It is available from Amazon and 
online.
Editor’s note: Readers may also 
wish to read something about the 
background to Man of Aran, a 
documentary about Western Ireland 
from the same period.
People’s World 

Long censored exposé 
makes a comeback

It is O’Flaherty’s fictionalised satirical 
account of his encounter with an industry 

that embodies the American way of life and 
exposes the core of Hollywood film-making.
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On Friday, April 13, 2018, the Trump-led 
triumvirate of US, France and Britain 
launched 100 missiles against targets in 
the sovereign state of Syria. It was prob-
ably the most provocative piece of foreign 
aggression upon the Syrian government in 
the whole civil war, and if Syria or Russia 
hadn’t responded in kind (as, according 
to international law, they had every right 
to do), we all would have been engulfed in 
World War III, and faced annihilation.

The justifi cation for this incredible piece of 
brinkmanship was simple: in colour and avail-
able for all to see with their own eyes ...

According to Trump a “massacre” in the 
Syrian town of Douma “was a signifi cant esca-
lation in a pattern of chemical weapons used by 
that very terrible regime.” He added, for good 
measure, “The evil and the despicable attack 
left mothers and fathers, infants and children 
thrashing in pain and gasping for air. These are 
not the actions of a man,” Trump said, refer-
ring to Assad. “They are crimes of a monster 
instead.”

Some days earlier, the Syrian Arab Air 
Force was charged with dropping toxic chemi-
cal weapons on sites in Douma, where Jihadist 
rebels were dug in amid innocent civilians.  
They were about to be overrun by Syrian 
government forces and it seemed their defeat 
would soon be inevitable.

But now “proof” of the chemical atrocity 
immediately emerged from a source named 
“Raed al Saleh”, head of the renowned White 
Helmets, reputedly a “volunteer rescue force” 
but in reality an integral part of “Jaish al 
Islam”, a Jihadist group aligned with Al-Qaeda 
and trained in terror by Britain’s MI6. It was 
armed by all three of the “angry alliance” 
who wanted to punish Syria’s Assad for “war 

crimes”: France, Britain and the USA. The 
“evidence” went viral.

The White Helmet video showed the 
heroes dealing with unspeakable agonies: 
rushed images of people gasping for air, chil-
dren foaming at the mouth, dead bodies in 
basements and people of all ages being hosed 
down while commentaries spoke of “nerve 
gas” and “sarin” symptoms, and victims being 
treated in panicked conditions at an over-
crowded hospital.

Estimates of victim numbers varied wildly: 
“70 people suffocated to death” was one claim 
that had been reduced from an earlier tweet of 
150. Those who had suffered “the effects” fell 
from 1,000 to 500 and then to 50. By the time 
Trump was winding up to unleash fi re and fury 
(carefully directed and monitored, of course), 
the number had dropped to between 40 and 50 
casualties.

The really, really 
Fake News

In reality, the whole “chemical attack” at 
Douma was a staged event to draw the US 
and its fellow illegitimate Middle East invad-
ers further into the confl ict, into Damascus, 
in fact. The video was replayed over and 
again by the BBC, Fox News, CNN and 
every puppet network in Australia, including 
the ABC and SBS. The more Trump ramped 
up the “avenging” rhetoric, the more it was 
repeated.

In a desperate attempt to stall the forthcom-
ing attack, Syria and Russia invited the UN 
affi liated Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to investigate the 
alleged sites of the chemical “massacre”, but it 
was too late.

Every major news and media network 
around the globe had jumped on the “evidence” 

and rushed to confi rm it, without checking the 
sources. Right on cue, the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, based in Coventry, England, 
immediately confi rmed hundreds of victims; 
the Union of Medical Relief Organisations, 
a Paris-based “charity that works in Syrian 
hospitals” told the BBC that Damascus Rural 
Specialty Hospital had confi rmed 70 deaths, 
presumably, from toxic gas. It had done noth-
ing of the sort.

The OPCW, despite being held up for two 
weeks by Jihadist snipers, were fi nally able to 
carry out their mission in Douma, beginning 
on April 21. Forensic testing on all the relevant 
sites could nevertheless fi nd the truth and their 
fi nal report has just been released (March 1, 
2019) though you would hardly know it given 
the media silence on the issue.

Already their interim report had stated “no 
organophosphate (sarin) nerve agents or their 
degradation products were detected in the envi-
ronmental samples or the plasma samples taken 
from the alleged casualties.”

The Report confi rms there was no residue 
anywhere of any kind of “nerve agent” or sarin 
gas at any of the alleged sites.

Some traces of chlorine were found. It is a 
chemical commonly used as a cleaning agent 
in kitchens and suburban swimming pools so it 
is not on the list of banned chemical weapons 
that warrant a missile revenge attack that did 
kill scores of people.

BBC Admission
Chlorine gas can cause serious lung 

damage and collapse – it was claimed the 
children admitted to Damascus hospitals and 
seen on the video breathing through oxygen 
masks were suffering the effects of chlorine 
gas. Following interviews with staff at all 
the relevant levels of treatment, however, 
the OPCW Fact Finding team found that all 

diagnoses related to “standard explosive” 
dust and smoke and lack of surrounding 
oxygen. These explosions could have come 
from any source.

The most damning assessment however, 
has come from the horse’s mouth itself. A 
senior BBC TV producer, Riam Dilati, set out 
to discover the full story and arrived at the fol-
lowing conclusion: “After almost six months 
of investigations I can prove without a doubt 
that the Douma hospital scene was staged. No 
fatalities occurred at the hospital.”

Dilati found the sources that had (success-
fully) stampeded the world’s media were in a 
variety of other places around the Middle East 
but not in Damascus. They were aided, encour-
aged and ramped up in their disinformation by 
intelligence agencies and media heavyweights 
to achieve escalated international tensions and 
protect favoured terrorists.

One might think that after their exposure 
by a courageous whistleblower and the fi nd-
ings of the OPCW there might be some form of 
apology, recompense or restitution to the Assad 
government and the Syrian people, but in all 
irony we needn’t hold our collective breath.

In a press conference after the US strike, 
Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
expressed his “strong support” for Trump’s 
action, adding – “The use of these weapons, 
under any circumstance, is illegal and abhor-
rent. It is a violation of international law. It is a 
war crime. It is a blatant contravention of basic 
principles of humanity.”

So, Australia has been complicit in rein-
forcing the big lie, and failing to see the irony 
of cravenly backing, yet again, the biggest vio-
lator of international law on the planet. On a 
humanitarian level, it’s diffi cult to see “Scomo 
the Arrogant” uttering even a feeble, mumbled 
“sorry” to a world denied any skerrick of integ-
rity by its news providers. 
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BBC TV producer, Riam Dilati, concluded: “I can prove without a doubt that the Douma hospital scene was staged. No fatalities occurred at the hospital.”
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