
Marcus Browning

The fascistic political shades present in 
the current federal government and in 
mainstream politics are making them-
selves known, encouraged by successive 
Coalition governments; from the snarling, 
attack dog approach of former PM Tony 
Abbott; former Attorney General George 
Brandis (“I want the right to be a bigot”) 
to the abuse of children, women and men in 
offshore detention centres and the dispos-
session of Indigenous Australians driven 
by continued policies underpinned by 
genocide.

To Queensland Liberal MP George 
Christenson speaking at rallies of fascist 
groups; former One Nation Senator Fraser 
Anning’s “fi nal solution” speech in parliament 
and now his statement on the mass shootings 
at two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
by a fascist terrorist, (at the time of writing 50 
dead, another 50 in hospital) as being caused 
by “Muslim immigration”.

An Australian man, Brenton Tarrant, has 
been charged with murder in New Zealand.

This rise of the fascist right has been 
aided and abetted by the homogenisation of 
the various interconnected fascist groupings 
in Australia – their “normalisation” – by the 
media and the two major parties.

Ideologically, the common propaganda 
line of aligned fascist forces in the indus-
trialised Western countries – among them 
National Front in France, Freedom Party in 
the Netherlands, Alternative for Germany 
party, UKIP in Britain, and its most prominent 
member, the Trump administration, is based 
on a mantra that Western Civilisation (the 
“civilised world”) is in a global war against 
Islam.

But in fact law enforcement agencies in 
the Western hemisphere have for a long time 
been warning that the number one terror threat 
comes from right-wing extremism. In the USA, 
100 percent of all terrorist attacks on US soil 
have been carried out by right-wing extremists, 
attacks carried out with increasing frequency 
and ferocity in mosques, synagogues and Black 
churches.

(It should be noted that PM Scott Morrison 
has avoided the use of the words “terrorist” and 
“fascist” when referring to the Christchurch 
attack.)

The election of Pauline Hanson and other 
One Nation candidates to the Senate is just one 
indicator of the trend in promoting fascists in 
the formal political structure. Hanson - and her 

ilk in the Liberal-National Coalition (the clique 
behind the ouster of Malcolm Turnbull) have 
ridden a wave of racism, nationalism and anti-
scientifi c attitudes into Parliament. These sen-
timents had already been stirred up by major 
conservative parties and by hate-mongers in 
the corporate media. The resuscitated career of 
Hanson et al and the emergence of a brace of 
other extreme right political forces are not an 
exclusively Australian phenomenon.

Similar scenarios are playing out across the 
capitalist world as economic crisis bites hard, 
governments make savage cuts to social spend-
ing, corporate taxes are cut and working people 
are expected to foot the bill for massive mili-
tary budgets. Racism and other scapegoats and 
distractions are trotted out to divert attention 
from the real causes of the crises facing the 
working class.

The left has a mighty challenge on its 
hands to defeat these enemies of reason and 
humanity.

Hanson plays the populist, to instil fear in 
an environment where people are already feel-
ing insecure over their jobs, wages, the future 

of Medicare, housing and what future their 
children have.

It should not come as a surprise that One 
Nation had its best results in working class 
suburban and rural electorates where discon-
tent with the major parties is the greatest.

Fuelling hatred and division
Hanson and her ilk fuel hatred and divi-

sion. They tap into people’s fears and igno-
rance. The corporate media play a key role 
in keeping people in the dark with a constant 
stream of non-news and outright lies about 
the economy, government policy, Australia’s 
involvement in US wars, the so-called “ille-
gal” asylum seekers and other important issues.

A massive operation is also underway 
in the media and elsewhere in the ideologi-
cal apparatus to trivialise the left and other 
progressive forces that embrace concepts of 
equality, collectivity and multiculturalism. 
Indulgence is being encouraged for ideas once 
correctly identifi ed as ignorant and harmful, as 
fuelling hatred, division and violence.

Not a day goes by where there is not some 

beat-up about the threat of terrorism, always 
linked to Islam – all concepts taken up and 
exploited by Hanson and other ultra-right 
outfi ts.

Today it is the Muslim community that is 
scapegoated, when the real threat to social har-
mony is the ultra-right politics of One Nation 
and other fascist groups.

Hanson’s election also arises from a spike 
in institutional racism. Right-wing commen-
tators allege that the “left” has successfully 
substituted “minority rights” for the inclu-
sive values of what she refers to as “western 
civilisation”.

Hanson has strong support within Liberal 
Party ranks.

The right is networking and building, sup-
ported by major institutions of the capital-
ist state, advancing their reactionary political 
agenda. The left will have to unite as never 
before and gather the support of the decisive 
force for progressive change, for workers 
and other exploited people. The anti-human, 
fascistic agenda is becoming clearer. It must 
not pass! 
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Last Friday 150,000 primary and secondary school students 
and supporters marched in 53 different locations around Australia, 
protesting about the appalling lack of Coalition government policies 
to tackle the climate change menace.

The well-managed nationwide strike was part of an international 
effort that began in August last year when 15-year old student Greta 
Thunberg started a series of strikes on Fridays, sitting outside the 
Swedish Parliament. Students in many countries followed her ex-
ample in November, and strike action was taken last Friday in more 
than 9,783 events across 112 countries.

In Melbourne, Anica Renner, one of ten students who inter-
viewed Bill Shorten about Labor’s climate policy, outlined their 
three demands: “... one is to stop [the] Adani [coal mine], two is no 
new coal or gas [mines] in Australia, and three is 100 percent of 
energy through renewables by 2030. We told Shorten that Labor’s 
current climate policy is not good enough, but he would not commit 
to any of those things.”

Sydney student Meg Raven commented: “We’ll be at the point of 
no return in 12 years. I would much rather be caring about travel 
and work and having fun in my 20s rather than about hundreds of 
millions of people suffering fl oods, droughts and climate-related 
poverty.”

Some conservative politicians threatened disciplinary action over 
truancy. Prime Minister Scott Morrison ranted, demanding “more 
learning” and “less activism” from students. Resources Minister 
Matthew Canavan sneered, telling them “The best thing you’ll learn 
about going to a protest is how to join the dole queue ... not actually 
taking charge of your life and getting a real job”.

But parents are backing the students. Sydney student Manit 
Annand said his parents “understand climate change is an important 
issue and feel that I should have a say in a matter that will affect 
me a lot.”

Adelaide student Doha Khan commented “ I think a big reason 
why my Mum and Dad are so supportive is that they’ve always 
pressed that as people who have privilege it is our job to speak out 
for people who do not.”

The strike was backed by 23 unions. Correna Haythorpe, federal 
president of the Australian Education Union declared: “The com-
mitment of the teaching profession in educating the next generation 
about climate change is critical. Tomorrow’s workers will need to be 
empowered with the problem-solving skills to make a just transition, 
negotiate new global trade markets [and] new technologies, and 
understand which industries will expand and which will disappear 
in a potential carbon neutral economy.”

In Queensland, Townsville student Tully Bowtell-Young said that 
the fl oods that ravaged her home town recently after a long drought 
caused widespread public discussion among the residents who up 
till now have been “quite divided on the issue of climate change.” 
She said: “It’s easier to talk to people about climate change when 
they have experienced it.”

Australia has suffered heatwaves, extraordinarily long droughts, 
devastating fl oods, impending extinction of species, loss of forests 
and reduced agricultural harvests.

Yet we’re still one of the biggest exporters of coal and our 
per-capita carbon emission rate is the world’s highest. Our total 
emissions reached a record level last year, rather than declining. 
Under the Coalition government we have no hope of meeting our 
Paris emission reduction target.

Climate change hasn’t just arisen because of the actions of a 
few greedy corporations, it’s the result of a system in which the 
most powerful blocs of capital effectively control governments and 
maximise their profi ts with no sense of public responsibility.

Jean Hinchcliffe from Fort Street High School initiated the 
Sydney campaign last year after she discovered that a march was 
being organised in Melbourne. She told her parents it was important 
that students took climate change action themselves.

When translated from the Latin, Fort Street’s motto emphasises 
initiative, declaring: “Every person is the maker of their own des-
tiny”. Students want a productive, fulfi lling life, rather than having 
a bleak future imposed on them by others, and last Friday 150,000 
Australian students took collective action in pursuit of that ambition.
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PRESS FUND
Right-wing Senator Fraser Anning, who said the terrible 
Christchurch massacre was the result of New Zealand’s 
immigration policies, was spattered with an egg while addressing 
a crowd on Saturday. The culprit was then belted twice on the 
face by Anning and violently thrown to the ground by Anning’s 
supporters, but was later let off by a judge. It’s not clear 
whether Anning will be charged with assault, but he can hardly 
plead self-defence. More than 1,100,000 people have signed an 
on-line petition demanding his resignation from Parliament. We 
think that he should be expelled immediately and that racism 
and bigotry cannot be condoned under any circumstances, in 
Parliament or elsewhere. If you agree please send in something for 
the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s 
supporters, as follows:
Digireb $25, A Fox $120, “Round Figure” $10, “Rough Red” $5, 
“Sparky” $10, Dr G Dittura $5
This week’s total: $175 Progressive total: $1,735

Taking the Party to 
the people through 
the Guardian
The Guardian is a key point of contact between 
the Party and the people. Comrades Ellen 
and Seamus of CPA Perth branch share their 
experiences of selling the newspaper.

Ellen Morrison and Seamus Carey

Exposing oneself to an unfi ltered public can be a 
scary proposition to those espousing radical views. 
But our real fi rst-hand experience reveals that 
masses of people are more open to views in line with 
their class interests, than will give support to the line 
of the imperialists.

Selling the Guardian is an opportunity to interact 
with highly varied types of people. When selling we 
are sometimes presenting views which many people 
have never come into contact with before, which elicits 
varied responses that can be of great educational value. 
We’ve found much of the public are still not aware that a 
Communist Party in Australia even exists, let alone being 
familiar with our policies. We think selling the paper is 
an important way of spreading awareness.

For instance, the recent Venezuelan issue has pro-
voked highly emotive responses on all sides. It is valu-
able for Party cadres to have direct experience of these 
views. Particularly, we’ve found a huge number of 
people are sceptical of the mainstream media narrative, 
but aren’t exposed to any alternative narrative to confi rm 
their suspicions. It is our duty to present such a narrative.

Interacting with people of opposing views is very 
important to consolidate one’s own ideological stand-
point. It is also very encouraging to hear fi rst-hand that 
increasing numbers of people are open to socialist or 

anti-imperialist views. Only in a minority of occasions 
does right-wing opposition engage in a purely disruptive 
interaction – but even these interactions can be valuable 
experience.

At a recent branch meeting it was raised that more 
effort needs to be invested by Party cadres nationwide to 
distribute the Guardian. For instance, in the Perth Branch 
much of the distribution work has been carried out by 
a single highly committed comrade, Richard Titelius. 
His efforts have been worth that of an entire branch; 
but rather than being taken as cause for complacency by 
other comrades, we see our duty is to strive to emulate 
his commitment.

This duty though isn’t only the responsibility of 
individuals; it is the responsibility of branches, and all 
members of branches can play a role in this. From our 
experiences, we have set up a private social media so 
whenever a branch member has time to sell, they can see 
if other comrades are available. We have found our sell-
ing sessions have increased in this way and recommend 
it to comrades of other branches. This means rather than 
individuals having to lock in formal weekly times, mem-
bers can contribute according to their ability.

We recommend each member to make a contribution 
of just an hour or half an hour every week. This will both 
improve Guardian distribution and Party discipline. It is 
important also for cadres to debrief sometimes after their 
session (perhaps over a meal etc) to discuss their experi-
ences and convert them into new knowledge.

The working people will be the motive force of the 
victory of socialism. The Guardian is a key means for us 
to take the Party to the people – to take to them the world 
outlook showing the path to their victory. 
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Richard Titelius

In Perth, Western Australia, over 2,000 
public and private school children 
and their supporters responded to the 
call for a lunchtime strike for climate 
action as part of the March 15 national 
day of action. Despite the front page of 
the West Australian newspaper suggest-
ing the school strike was the students 
responding to “brainwashing rather 
than passion” and the ALP Minister 
for Education Sue Ellery saying she 
had a responsibility to ensure the chil-
dren attended school rather than miss 
two hours of tuition, school students 
who attended the rally had no doubt 
where their priorities lie.

One student, quoted on the ABC news, 
in response to those claims, said it was 
“Governments who had wasted 30 years 
of time to take action on climate change.”

Supporters for the climate action 
rally also came from churches (the march 
commenced at the St Georges Anglican 
Cathedral where the rally was held) trade 
unions, Greens politicians, environ-
mental NGO’s such as 350.org and WA 
Conservation Council whose president 
Piers Verstegen was in attendance at the 
rally. Students I spoke with said it was 
often hard to convince some students to 
come as there was a lot of pressure being 
put on them not to attend.

That pressure coming sometimes from 
their parents, the schools and commercial 
media. However, their banners, placards 
and chants spoke volumes of their pas-
sion, concern, knowledge of the issues 
and commitment. “NO COAL, NO OIL, 
KEEP THE CARBON IN THE SOIL” and 
“CLIMATE NOT PROFIT, SCOMO GET 
OFF IT!”

The march went along St Georges 
Terrace which temporarily caused traffi c 
to be diverted and then went to Elizabeth 
Quay near where an oil and gas industry 
conference was being held.

At the Quay there were a couple of 
speeches by the children and two songs 
were performed, the lyrics which spoke 
of the diffi culty being optimistic with the 
current inaction by our government on cli-
mate change. It was only last week that the 
north-west town of Roebourne recorded 
the hottest March day of 48°C anywhere 
in the world – eclipsing a 44-year-old 
record set in Mexico.

The Communist Party of Australia 
supports the students’ school strike for cli-
mate action and calls on the Liberal gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
to set real targets for the take up of renew-
able energy and to embrace the phasing 
out of coal, which even the conservative 
government of German President Angela 
Merkel is pouring billions of Euros into 
initiatives to bring about. 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, September 2000

Students strike 
for Climate Change
Rally and March in Perth

Telstra workers’ action
Communication Division members of the 
CEPU overwhelmingly voted “yes” in a 
protected action ballot – a move which 
allows them to take industrial action if 
Telstra continues to refuse to provide its 
workers with a fair enterprise agreement.

Of eligible members who voted in the 
ballot, which was run by the Australian 
Electoral Commission, 88 percent said they 
are prepared to engage in industrial action.

Communications Divisional national 
president, Shane Murphy, said that workers 
are fed up with Telstra’s refusal to provide its 
employees with fair pay and conditions.

“Workers have spent many months trying 
to get Telstra to come to the table with a fair 
wage offer,” Murphy said. “We’ve got to this 

point because Telstra is asking workers to take 
a pay cut in real terms. It’s a disgrace.”

The protected action vote came as the 
telco is slashing over 9,000 jobs – one of the 
biggest job purges in Australian corporate 
history. “This vote demonstrates that workers 
are fed up and are ready to take action,” said 
Murphy.

The union stressed that Telstra must come 
to the table and offer workers the pay and 
conditions they need. First Telstra slashes 
jobs, and now management are demanding the 
remaining workforce take a pay cut.

“It’s time that Telstra put forward a fair 
and reasonable offer so that workers aren’t 
forced to take action,” said Shane Murphy.

The CEPU/CWU notifi ed and authorised 

for protected industrial action in the form 
of indefi nite overtime bans that commenced 
on Wednesday March 12, which followed a 
national strike on March 11.

Message to members
At a time where Telstra is sacking 9,500 

of your colleagues and executives are still 
taking home exorbitant pay packages – a pay 
cut, in real terms, for those who remain is 
simply unacceptable.

The union has written to Telstra to once 
again clearly express this and have provided 
them with a good faith opportunity to meet 
with your Union to discuss those contentious 
issues that are preventing us from reaching 
agreement.

You deserve a new EBA with a fair pay 
rise that allows you and your families to keep 
up with the rising cost of living and reaching 
such an agreement, with minimal impact to 
you and your pay packet, is always going to 
be your union leadership’s priority.

However, the important step you have 
taken to authorise protected action will help 
us get there. And the ability for us to engage 
in action, protected by law, is now available 
should Telstra refuse to listen. A number of 
guidelines must be followed for action to be 
protected by law. Most importantly, you must 
be a member of the CEPU to engage in action.

Lastly, don’t listen to rumours. 

Communist Party of Australia Sydney Central Branch

invite you toinvite you to
Picnic in the ParkPicnic in the Park

12:30 pm Sunday March 31
Prince Alfred Park Surry Hills Sydney

Bring a plate of goodies to eat
$20 employed / $10 unemployed

Info: Linda on 02 9699 8844 or info@cpa.org.au

FUND RAISERFUND RAISER



4  March 20, 2019 Guardian

Peter Mac

Oil spilling from the stricken oil tanker 
Solomon Trader on Rennell Island in the 
Solomon Islands has created an environ-
mental disaster. On February 5, the ship, 
which had been loading bauxite despite 
cyclone warnings, ran aground on the 
island, the largest raised coral atoll in the 
world.

Part of the island, plus a three kilome-
tre marine zone around it, is World Heritage 
Listed. However, the owners delayed taking 
action to deal with the spill, and the ship is 
now in danger of breaking apart. Meanwhile 
the bauxite mine is still operating and the ore 
is being loaded into other ships manoeuvring 
around the Solomon Trader and stirring up the 
thick black sludge over the reef.

The Solomon Islands government has 
no insurance cover for ship spillages and the 
acting Prime Minister, Rick Hou, is threaten-
ing to organise an international blacklisting of 
the company if they don’t pay for the clean-up, 
which could cost $50 million.

Since the 19th century, major western 
imperial powers have polluted the Pacifi c’s 
exquisite islands or endangered its marine 
ecology. Some species of whales were hunted 
almost to extinction. Pollution from ships 
wrecked during the cataclysmic naval bat-
tles of the Second World War is still creating 
problems.

After the War the US, France and Britain 
used Pacifi c islands and atolls for nuclear test-
ing, and nuclear waste was later deposited in 
the Ocean depths. In 2002 the Solomon Trader, 
then known as the Doric Chariot, ripped its 
way across the coral when it ran aground 
while shipping coal across the Great Barrier 
Reef, and a few years later another vessel ran 
aground on the Reef, discharging oil and coal 
onto the exquisite coral formations.

And now climate change, the result of 
human industrial activity, is threatening to 
inundate the low-lying islands and coral reefs, 
which will necessitate the mass emigration of 
island communities.

Australia’s double standard
Journalist Ben Doherty recently wrote: 

“As a region, the Pacifi c has produced the least 
carbon of any area on Earth but its citizens 
have felt the impacts of climate change fi rst 
and most acutely ... .”

Australia has helped Pacifi c nations deal 
with environmental crises, for example by 
providing oil spill teams and equipment to 

deal with the Solomon Trader disaster. But 
island peoples are now asking why the federal 
government isn’t tackling the problem at its 
source by promoting renewable energy gen-
eration in order to reduce Australia’s carbon 
emissions.

Some federal Coalition MPs are back-
ing a proposal to construct a huge new coal-
fi red power station in the NSW Hunter Valley, 
despite the carbon emissions and despite the 
likelihood of huge public opposition.

The issue of climate change has split the 
Coalition. In an astonishing interview on 
BBC TV last Saturday, former Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull claimed that he was deposed 
by other Coalition MPs last August because 
he would have won the coming elections, not 
because he would have lost.

Turnbull’s statement was garbled, but it 
had a grain of truth. His removal from offi ce 
and subsequent events have proved that a 
group of Coalition MPs are willing to risk 
committing political suicide by backing coal-
fi red power production rather than supporting 
Turnbull’s national energy guarantee scheme, 
which was weak but gave some minor encour-
agement to renewable energy generation.

Last October Melissa Price, then the fed-
eral Environment Minister, stated that climate 
scientists were “drawing a long bow” by argu-
ing that ending coal-fi red power would limit 
climate change.

Later, during a parliamentary dinner she 
accused former President of Kiribati, Anote 
Tong, of being in Australia just to get a cash 
handout. Tong was actually here in an attempt 
to persuade the government to do more to 
reduce emissions, but that didn’t deter Price. 
She declared: “I know why you’re here. It is 
for the cash. For the Pacifi c, it is always about 
the cash. I have my chequebook here, how 
much do you want?” 

She now denies that the conversation took 
place, but it has been verifi ed by several wit-
nesses, including Labor frontbencher Pat 
Dodson. The supremely arrogant statement 
speaks volumes about the racist attitude of the 
super-conservative Coalition MPs. For them, 
people from underdeveloped countries who 
protest about mining corporation activities can 
be silenced with a bribe, and we shouldn’t lose 
any sleep over their plight.

Pacific nations 
demand action

International emission reduction pledges 
made so far under the Paris agreement are 

inadequate; they’re consistent with a cata-
strophic 3 degree rise in average global temper-
atures, an impending catastrophe for the world.

The fi rst victims of climate change will be 
the Pacifi c Islands peoples. Long before the 
islands are inundated by the rising sea their 
aquifers will be contaminated by salt water, 
making the islands uninhabitable.

The rising ocean temperature has also 
resulted in an increase in the frequency and 
severity of cyclones. In the last four years 
cyclones have wrecked homes, schools, hospi-
tals and vital infrastructure in Fiji and Vanuatu. 
A US military study has indicated that dozens 
of Pacifi c islands will be uninhabitable by 
2050.

Pacifi c Island leaders are now pressuring 
certain countries to increase their commitments 
to tackle climate change, and are attempting 
to convince the US to re-join the Paris agree-
ment. The obduracy of the Trump adminis-
tration is retarding the international struggle 
over climate change, but ironically some of the 

Pacifi c islands most at risk host vital US mili-
tary installations.

As a member of the Pacific Forum, 
Australia has signed the Boe Declaration that 
describes climate change as the biggest single 
threat to Pacifi c nations. But we’re not even 
on track to meet the very poor emission reduc-
tion targets to which we’re committed under 
the Paris agreement, and our emission rates are 
actually rising. In comparison, New Zealand 
has committed to reaching a net zero emissions 
target by 2050. Pacifi c nations want that target 
adopted as a regional standard.

But that certainly won’t be carried out by 
the Morrison government, which despite its 
recent payment of lip service to renewable 
energy is actually fi ghting to retain the domi-
nation of fossil fuels in the energy market.

To fi ght climate change the immediate 
necessity is to remove the Morrison govern-
ment and to ensure that a new government 
maximises its efforts to not only meet our Paris 
target but to far exceed it. 

Pacifi c Ocean: 
environmental 
disaster zone

Australia

Action to defend country
More than 100 Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 
from across the continent, along-
side other allies, converged on 
Canberra during the fi rst sit-
ting week to occupy the foyer of 
Parliament House.

Seed Indigenous Youth Climate 
Network spokesperson Amelia 
Telford said they were protesting to 
speak up for the protection of coun-
try, water and climate.

“Today was a signifi cant 
moment of resistance led by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people,” she said. “People 
from across the continent came 
together to speak about the threats 
posed to our water, country and cli-
mate by extractive industries and 
the climate crisis.”

Chants of “Always was, always 
will be Aboriginal land” and “Water 
is life, our land’s in strife” fi lled the 
halls of Parliament for more than 
an hour on February 13, as First 
Nations people shared stories of the 
challenges their communities are 
facing and urgent need for action to 
protect country.

Speaker Dwayne Coulthard 
said it was a united message about 
caring for the environment.

“We’re here bringing together 
mob from north, south, east and 
west to push our message of pro-
tecting country,” he said. “No 
matter where we come from, we’ve 
all been impacted by extractive 
mining industries, the desecration 
of country, and loss of connection 
to culture.

“As the fi rst week of Parliament 
kicks off, we know that what is 
happening across the country is 
not business as usual. We see fi sh 
washing up in our rivers, droughts, 
bushfi res and fl oods – this is not 
normal. We’re not going to stand for 
it anymore – we’re going to stand 
together as First Nations people 
with our allies to say enough is 
enough.”

Philip Winzer, of the Warriors 
of the Aboriginal Resistance, said 
First Nations’ water rights were 
under greater threat than ever before 
from “irreversible gas fracking and 
oil drilling, mining, forestry, over-
fi shing, toxic chemical spills, indus-
trial agriculture, cotton farming and 
the dangerous climate change that 
these extractive industries cause.

“Communities represented in 
today’s action are at the forefront 
of fi ghts to stop fracking, protect 
water in regions like the Murray 
Darling, and keep coal in the 
ground,” he said. “We have come 
to Parliament to demand that our 
rights, sovereignty and knowledge 
are respected.”

Alawa man Bradley Farrar trav-
elled from the Northern Territory to 
attend the action.

“I’ve come to represent my 
people and my land, and share 
knowledge with other countrymen, 
brothers and sisters, so we can fi ght 
together as one force to stop frack-
ing, oil and mining from destroying 
our land,” he said.

Thelma Dixon travelled with 
her family from Marlinja outstation 

700 kilometres south of Darwin to 
call for fracking to be banned in the 
Northern Territory.

“We are standing up and saying 
no to dangerous fracking that could 
poison our water and drive us off 
country,” she said.

“Water is life, and it is so 
important to look after it for 
local communities and future 
generations.”

Director of Original Power 
Karrina Nolan said communities 
had decided to take a stand.

“Our communities are saying 
enough,” she said. “We are get-
ting organised and we are working 
together to put lands and waters 
back in the hands of our people.”
Koori Mail 

Rennell Island in the Solomon Islands. (Photo: Luke Kiddle)
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The Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
rejects, in the strongest terms, the new 
escalation in aggressive US behaviour 
toward Cuba through the Helms-Burton 
Act.

The US State Department has announced 
the decision to allow, as of March 19 this year, 
the fi ling of lawsuits before US courts under 
Title III of the Helms-Burton Act only against 
Cuban companies included on the List of 
Restricted Entities issued by that government 
in November of 2017, which was updated one 
year later. This arbitrary and illegitimate list, 
intended to tighten the blockade and expand 
its extraterritorial effects, forbids US citizens 
from engaging in direct fi nancial transactions 
with the aforementioned entities.

The announcement made by the US State 
Department also indicated that it would sus-
pend for only 30 days the option of initiating 
legal action with the same purposes against 
other Cuban entities or foreign companies 
which maintain commercial or economic rela-
tions with Cuba.

Since it came into effect in 1996, the 
Helms-Burton Act has sought to universal-
ise the economic blockade through brutal and 
illegal pressures exerted by the United States 
against third countries, their governments, 
and companies. It is intended to asphyxiate 
the Cuban economy, and generate or increase 
shortages among the population with the pur-
pose of imposing in Cuba a government that 
serves the interests of the US.

Given the illegitimate character of the 
goals they pursue, which are contrary to 

international law, the Helms-Burton Act and 
the blockade arouse universal rejection, which 
has been reiterated for almost three decades 
within the most important regional and inter-
national fora. The most recent example of this 
was the United Nations General Assembly 
meeting held on November 1, when this 
policy was rejected in 10 consecutive votes, 
thus leaving the US completely isolated.

Title II of the Helms-Burton Act states 
that the overthrowing of the revolutionary 
government, the subsequent tutelage by a 
US intervenor and the subsequent establish-
ment of a counter revolutionary government 
subordinate to Washington, that would no 
doubt pursue the return to, or compensation 
for, former owners of all properties they or 
their descendants might claim, regardless of 
whether or not they were US citizens at the 
time the nationalisations took place, or the 
fact that they abandoned the property.

During this entire period, the eco-
nomic blockade would continue to be fully 
implemented.

Consequently, Cubans would be forced 
to return, reimburse or pay US claimants 
for the house in which they live, the area on 
which their communities are built, the arable 
land where they cultivate produce, the school 
where their children are educated, the hospi-
tal or polyclinic where  they receive medical 
assistance, the place where their workplace is 
located or where they have a private business, 
and also sites used to provide subsidised serv-
ices such as electricity, water, and communi-
cations enjoyed by the population.

This is an aspiration that can only be con-
ceived by the minds of those who identify 
Cuba as a colonial possession. According to 
the Helms-Burton Act, the economic block-
ade would be lifted only when that ambition 
is fulfi lled.

This law relies on two fundamental lies: 
the notion that nationalisations carried out 
soon after the triumph of the Revolution were 
illegitimate or inappropriate, and that Cuba is 
a threat to the US national security.

Cuban nationalisations were carried out 
in accordance with the law, strictly abiding by 
the Constitution and in accordance with inter-
national law. All nationalisations included 
processes of fair and appropriate compen-
sation, something that the US government 
refused to consider. Cuba reached and hon-
oured global compensation agreements with 
other nations which are today investing in 
Cuba, such as Spain, Switzerland, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Germany and France.

The real threats to regional peace and 
security are the irresponsible declarations and 
actions of the US government as well as the 
destabilisation plans aimed at Latin America 
and the Caribbean, pursuing the express pur-
pose of imposing the Monroe Doctrine.

The Reaffi rmation of Cuban Dignity and 
Sovereignty Act of December 24, 1996, states 
that the Helms-Burton Act is illegal, inappli-
cable, and has no legal value or effect what-
soever. It considers null and void any claim 
under that law by any individual or legal 
entity.

According to that law, claims for 

compensation for nationalised properties 
could be part of a process of negotiation based 
on equality and mutual respect between the 
governments of Cuba and the United States, 
and be “reviewed together with the indemni-
fi cations the Cuban state and people are enti-
tled to as a result of the damages caused by 
the blockade and aggressions of every sort, 
for which the US government is responsible”.

It also makes it clear that those who 
resort to procedures or mechanisms under 
the Helms-Burton Act, to the detriment of 
others, will be excluded from possible future 
negotiations.

The Cuban government reiterates to 
all economic partners and foreign com-
panies operating in Cuba that full guaran-
tees will be granted to foreign investments 
and joint projects. Article 28 of the Cuban 
Constitution, which was ratifi ed by an over-
whelming majority on February 24, 2019, also 
recognises these guarantees, which are addi-
tionally included in Law No 118 on Foreign 
Investment of March 29, 2014.

Today’s decision imposes additional 
obstacles to our economic development and 
progress goals, but the United States will con-
tinue to fail to achieve its main objective of 
suppressing by force the sovereign will of 
Cubans and our determination to build social-
ism. The majority opinion of the peoples 
of Cuba and the United States, in favour of 
improved relations, and the development of 
civilised, respectful coexistence, will prevail.
Havana, March, 2019 

Australia

Cuba denounces 
escalating US hostility

Film launch

Cubanas: Women in Revolution

Vinnie Molina,

As part of the IWD 2019 
activities, the Australia-Cuba 
Friendship Society, ACFS WA 
Branch launched the Australian 
premiere of Maria Torrellas 
documentary Cubanas, Women in 
Revolution (Cuban women, Women 
in Revolution).

The fi lm was produced by 
Resumen Latinoamericano in 
2018 and launched in Santiago de 

Cuba, several cities in the United 
States and Perth, Western Australia 
on Thursday March 7 as part of 
the international day of working 
women.

The director Maria Torrellas of 
Basque-Argentinian background 
takes the audience through a revolu-
tion inside the Cuban revolution.

Maria interviews several 
women from all ages about their 
experiences as women in Cuba and 
asks them about the women they 

think helped to shape Cuban society 
and acted as an inspiration for them.

Revolutionary women like 
Vilma Espin, founder of the Cuban 
Federation of Women, and Celia 
Sanchez, who fought with Fidel and 
Raul Castro in the revolutionary 
struggle for liberation, are highly 
featured. Cuban women made a 
contribution to the revolution to 
shape a socialist society which 
wouldn’t be possible without them.

Socialism has given Cuban 

women true liberation and the 
opportunity to be equal players in 
society. For example, more than 
60 percent of scientists in Cuba are 
women, 48.9 percent parliamen-
tarians, 47 percent of construction 
workers; across all spheres of soci-
ety women play a crucial role.

This fi lm should be screened 
everywhere to educate viewers on 
the benefi ts of a socialist society 
in the struggle for women’s rights. 
It also touches on the role played 

by the Cuban National Centre for 
Sex Education (CENESEX) led 
by Mariela Castro in the struggle 
against homophobia and involving 
the Cuba people in strengthening 
the rights of LGBTIQ people.

The Australian premiere was 
well attended with a full house at 
the Perth Trades Hall, May Holman 
Room. Organised by ACFS and 
supported by the CFMEU WA, 
CPA, and the Workers’ Weekly the 
Guardian. 
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Richard Titelius

Every year since the mid 1980s a brigade 
of intrepid and progressive citizens of 
Australia and New Zealand have signed up 
for a brigade in friendship with the Cuban 
Revolution to see how socialism is travel-
ling in that distant Caribbean island.

The brigade which ran from December 
27, 2018 to January 16, 2019, consisted of 19 
Brigadistas from all Australian states and from 
New Zealand, almost even numbers of males 
and females with the youngest being 35 years 
and the oldest celebrating his 80th birthday 
while on the brigade. The brigade leader was 
comrade Maria Hilario of the Sydney Branch 
of the Australia Cuba Friendship society and 
the Communist Party of Australia: three other 
comrades from the Party also participated in 
the Brigade.

Each year the brigade has its program 
designed in advance by the Cuban Institute of 
Friendship with the People (ICAP) in associa-
tion with the Friendship Societies in Australia 
and New Zealand.

This was the author’s fourth Brigade in 
seven years and an opportunity to visit places 
and undertake activities that included the visit 
to the Mausoleum of the Martyrs in Artemisa 
which recalls the sacrifi ces of the Cuban youth 
that joined Fidel Castro in his unsuccessful bid 
to storm the Moncada Barracks on July 26, 
1953.

The program included: the remembrance of 
Julio Antonio Mella who died in January 1929 
in Mexico after whom the International Camp 
where we spent most of our time was named; 
a visit to the Memorial to Che Guevara in the 
city of Santa Clara; a visit on New Year’s Day 
to the ballet at the Gran Teatro de Habana with 
the grand dame of Cuban ballet, Alicia Alonso 
in attendance to see an outstanding production 
of Swan Lake; and a visit to see contemporary 
Cuban song and dance at the Club Tropicana.

The brigade’s special attractions this year 
were the celebrations of the 60th Anniversary 
of the Cuban Socialist Revolution, made more 
important with the build-up for the referendum 
for renewal of the Cuban Revolution to be held 
on February 24 – now a triumphant seal of 
approval given by 86 percent of Cuban voters 
and the annual Convoy of Freedom which orig-
inally followed the triumph of the Revolution.

The Convoy of Freedom 
(Caravana de la Libertad)

The Convoy of Freedom is an annual re-
enactment across the Cuban nation of the jour-
ney in a series of open trucks by Fidel Castro 
and other revolutionary fi gures from the city 
of Santiago de Cuba in the east to Havana in 
the west.

As members of the Brigade we were 
invited twice in the provinces to stand with 
the local people including the veterans of 
the Revolutionary struggle in the provincial 
cities of Ciego de Avila and Santa Clara as 
the Convoy of Freedom passed through their 
cities.

In each of these two cities revolution-
ary poems were read, songs were sung and 
speeches in praise of the accomplishments of 
the revolutionary struggle were given. The 
Brigadistas were also special guests at the 
arrival of the of the Convoy of Freedom on 
January 8 at Ciudad Escolar Libertad, with 
guests from other countries, school children, 
representatives from civil society and offi -
cials from the Cuban government including 
President Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez and 
the First Secretary of the Cuban Communist 
Party of Havana, Luis Antonio Torres Iribar 
who gave a speech acknowledging the his-
torical signifi cance of the day for the Cuban 
people and the world.

A visit to the provinces
On this Brigade a visit was made to the 

province of Ciego de Avila where we visited 
the city which bears the same name, founded 
by the Spanish in 1577. The brigade also 

visited the town of Moron, home to the large 
sculpture of the fi ghting rooster – a symbol of 
the rebellious character of the Cuban people 
which featured on the brigade t-shirt. Next to 
the rooster was also a monument to Roberto 
“El Vaquerito” Rodriguez Fernandez who 
fought with Che Guevara during the third rev-
olutionary war in the 1950s.

In Moron we also visited the local teaching 
hospital where the director of the hospital, Dr 
Juan Carlos Villares Vazquez, gave us an over-
view of the 486 bed hospital staffed by 1,755 
staff including 352 doctors and 519 nurses, fol-
lowed by a tour of the facilities. Dr Villares 
explained that despite the challenges caused 
by the US economic blockade in maintaining 
the hospital, it is well-resourced in equipment 
and spare parts.

Despite the blockade Cuba had still been 
able – with its human capital – to develop two 
important vaccines; Heberprot B which helps 
to regenerate the tissue of the feet of diabet-
ics who develop foot ulcers; and a preventa-
tive vaccine for lung cancer. An example of the 
effect of the blockade on medical equipment 
was that it left it with only two of its four ultra-
sound machines in working order.

The hospital also has an international wing 
where foreigners can receive quality medical 
care at cost which helps to generate 250,000 
CUC a year which is paid to the central gov-
ernment but redistributed to the hospital for 
maintenance.

In Moron we also visited a project called 
the Nicolas Guillen Foundation where cul-
ture and its values and principles are transmit-
ted to school children of various ages through 
music, song, dance, theatre and poetry which 
the brigade were able to see through presen-
tations by the various groups of students and 
their teachers.

Following the visit to the hospital we 
drove towards the coast to a large and beauti-
ful lagoon of fresh water – Laguna Redonda 
– where we were taken on large outboard 
motor-powered boats to view the lagoon itself 
and a beautiful mangrove-lined channel that 
branches off from the lagoon.

History stopover
In the city of Cienfuegos we were shown 

around the beautiful historic centre of the city 
with its shopping mall and central plaza of Jose 
Marti surrounded by many historic buildings, 
including a theatre built in the early 19th cen-
tury that still retains many of its original fur-
nishings and fi ttings. Cienfuegos was therefore 

an ideal stopover for tourists to visit Cuba with 
18 cruise liners visiting the port every week.

While in Cienfuegos Reinaldo Reyes, an 
offi cial from the local ICAP, also invited us 
to visit the Vilma Espin School of Austism. 
Back in Australia, the Sydney Branch of the 
Australian Cuban Friendship Society had 
undertaken a project to raise $500 to provide 
a washing machine. The Brigades team leader 
Maria Hillario presented the money to the 
centre which has a large number of qualifi ed 
staff including 31 teachers and fi ve specialists, 
among them psychologists, speech pathologists 
and a psychiatrist for its 36 children.

This allows the centre to have one or two 
teachers per student and the brigade were able 
to have a tour to see the teaching in action. 
Members of a previous brigade from 2014/15 
who had previously been there were also on 
this brigade and could see the improvement 
which had taken place in the facilities and 
an increase in the number of students at the 
school.

Cuban agriculture
The brigade visited an “agroecological” 

farm near the town of Caimito not far from 
the international camp. La Burgambilia (the 
bougainvillia) was part of the Jesus Menendez 
Cooperative of Credit and Services which has 
83 members who worked for and attended the 
facility. The farm grows fruit and vegetables 
which it sells and we were given a tour and 
shown the native bee hives which were made 
in the shape of various landmark buildings in 
Havana, along with a series of sturdy, enclosed 
structures covered with a strong clear plastic so 
the farm could grow and sell tomatoes in the 
Cuban summer when it is normally too wet to 
grow the fruit.

We were also shown the library which 
was on stilts and worm pits and rabbit hutches 
before it was time to contribute to the eco-
nomic activity of the farm by fi lling thousands 
of small bags with soil which would be used to 
plant cuttings of shrubs to be used in roadside 
verge beautifi cation projects.

The afternoon of the same day we also 
visited the Bosque Martiano del Ariguanabo 
(Martian Forest) outside of San Antonio de 
Banos, lovingly attended to for over 20 years 
by its founder Rafael Rodriguez. The sig-
nifi cance of the Jose Marti Forest is that all 
the trees planted in the forest are referred to 
in the diaries of Jose Marti as he travelled 
around Cuba – though the trees such as the 
Ceiba, Jucaro, Ateje, Yogruma and Jubaban 

are indigenous to Cuba as well as those intro-
duced to Cuba over the years by the Spanish 
who invaded in 1511. The site for the forest 
had previously been the town’s rubbish tip and 
was carefully rehabilitated as it was an ideal 
site for its fertile soil and moisture from a large 
water table beneath.

Memorial of the 
Denunciation 
(Memorial de la Denuncia)

On most Brigades a visit to the Museum 
of the Revolution in Old Havana is included 
so brigadistas can see photos, documents and 
objects from the revolutionary struggle in 
the 1950s up until the triumph on January 1, 
1959. However, there is a struggle to defend 
the revolution from counter-revolutionary 
attacks which continues to this day. In Havana 
there is a lesser known but equally important 
museum to this struggle called Memorial de 
la Denuncia which is part memorial to the vic-
tims of ongoing terrorist attacks and subversion 
against Cuba and an exposition of the varied 
forms of this subversion which has taken place 
since 1959.

The museum consists of “six expositive 
halls, which through texts, animation, multime-
dia, computer graphics and videos, denounces 
to the world the magnitude and sensitiv-
ity of the attacks on Cuba since that historic 
moment.”

One can access electronic copies of declas-
sifi ed CIA documents which detail various 
operations carried out against the Cuban state 
and the Cuban people including Operation 
Mangota from July 1962 from which arms and 
ammunition was seized by the Cuban state; 637 
assassination plots against Fidel Castro; expat 
organisations such as Alpha 66 and Brothers 
to the Rescue which planned and carried out 
attacks on the Cuban state and its people and 
also propaganda missions.

There are details of the biological warfare 
carried out not only against the people of Cuba 
but also on agricultural crops and farm animals 
such as pigs. There is an exhibit which details 
the sabotage planned by Posada Carriles on 
the Cubana Airlines fi ght which took off from 
Barbados and exploded in mid-air killing all 73 
passengers of which 56 were members of the 
Cuban fencing team.

There is the display of the triumph of the 
Cuban armed forces at the Bay of Pigs over 
the invasion force consisting of Cuban expats. 

Magazine

A special place
The 36th Australian-New Zealand Brigade of the Southern Cross repo

Brigade in front of the Fighting Rooster of Moron.
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Finally, there are details about the radio and 
other media used to project imperialist propa-
ganda such as Radio Marti and other misinfor-
mation transmissions.

In the final days of the Brigade there 
were also meetings with representatives of 
the Young Communist League, Federation of 
Cuban Students, Federation of Cuban Women 
(FMC), Communist Party of Cuba and Cuban 
Institute of Solidarity with the People. Barbara 
Cantero Isasi of the FMC explained that while 
her organisation is concerned about the role 
of women in Cuban society they are also con-
cerned for the wellbeing of the whole family.

In Cuba today 4.2 million women are 
members of the FMC which gives them a pow-
erful voice in the many forums and processes 
in which they participate. It also means they 
are very representative of Cuban society and 
attack problems which are real and look for 
solutions in a meaningful way. Though inci-
dences of domestic and family violence are 
low in Cuba, the FMC is confronting manifes-
tations of violence in new technologies online 
and with mobile phones, and sponsoring a bill-
board campaign using the slogan ”Evolution – 
Abuse takes you backwards”.

Cantero also spoke about free counselling 
services in all the provinces for women and 
developments in ensuring enough childcare is 
available to allow women to participate in the 
workforce.

International solidarity
Fernando Gonzalez, the president of ICAP 

and former member of the Cuban Five, spoke 
of the continuing need for international solidar-
ity to help Cuba put pressure on the US to lift 
the blockade on the island which is the single 
most important factor which holds back the 
Cuban economy.

Gonzalez said the Australian people must 
be made aware the Blockade is still on and 
cripples the economy by holding back the 
value of its economic activity and punishing 
those countries which trade with Cuba and 
have subsidiaries in the US.

There have been multimillion dollar 
fi nes against French, Canadian and even the 
Australian New Zealand Bank. As Cuba 
prepared to vote in their Constitutional 
Referendum on February 24, the Brigadistas 
of the 36th Southern Cross Brigade went back 
to Australia and New Zealand with the experi-
ence of Cuba as a country with a special place 
on the world stage. 
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Bread and Peace
This is a speech by Dorothy Costa at an 
IWD function at the Cyprus Community 
Club in Sydney – Abridged.

Thank you friends and comrades and 
warmest greetings to all of you for 
International Women’s Day! 

Before I begin I would like to acknowl-
edge that we meet on the country of the 
Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, and 
express respects to their elders past, present 
and future. The elders, both women and men 
for tens of thousands of years looked after this 
country respectfully and with the accumulated 
knowledge passed down from generation to 
generation.

The question I am going to try to answer 
today is ... Have we come a long way towards 
achieving equality for women in the last 80 
years and, if as I suspect, we have not then 
why not? 

The intuitive response is to say of course 
we have. Women receive a similar educa-
tion to men nowadays, there have been major 
electoral and legislative reforms which have 
given women unprecedented rights under 
family law, the electoral system, laws against 
discrimination and legal protection through 
industrial awards and agreements including, 
maternity leave, etc. We have had a sexual 
revolution and we are free to dress as we 
prefer.

The situation today is clearly different 
from that over 100 years ago when social-
ist theorists talked about women’s “double 
oppression”. Does that mean capitalism has 
been able to remove “the double oppression 
of women” i.e. class and gender? 

A woman from the middle or upper 
classes would laud the above achievements 
and focus their attention on the need to “break 
the glass ceiling”, get more women on the 
boards of big companies and achieve gender 
pay equity for women who have made it onto 
the executives of multinational companies.

I want to look at the issue from a work-
ing class perspective. The only perspec-
tive that can understand the position of the 
greater majority of working women while 
also offering solutions that are in the interests 
of all women, including Indigenous women, 
rural, self-employed, young, single, married, 
migrant or refugee women and older women.

This backward trajectory for the work-
ing class coincided with the decline of union 
membership and the abandonment of class 
positions by social democratic-dominated 
unions that began with the Wages and Income 
Accord introduced by the Hawke/Keating 
Labor government in 1983. The idea that 
technological development had heralded an 

era of “common interests” and an end to the 
necessity for class struggle in society was pre-
sented to the Australian working class in the 
form of social contracts and enterprise bar-
gaining agreements.

In the nearly four decades since, 
Australian workers have experienced a steady 
and relentless decline in their living standards 
and working conditions. Wage stagnation has 
gone on for 25 years. The ACTU is desper-
ately trying to claw back what has been lost in 
these decades through its “Change The Rules” 
campaign but has lost a massive bulk of mem-
bership as well as the ideological high ground.

Australian women now make up close 
to half of the Australian workforce. This has 
not changed since the 1970 and 80s when 
there was a large rise in female participation 
in the workforce. This was largely driven by 
economic necessity. A single income family 
could no longer keep up with the cost of their 
aspirations for better living standards. What 
has not changed since that time is that women 
remain concentrated in female dominated 
areas of employment which are on the whole 
still the lower paid jobs, such as teaching, 
nursing, secretarial, cleaners, child care work-
ers. They are more likely to be in insecure and 
/or part-time work. They are still the primary 
carers of children and as they often go in and 
out of the workforce, or employed part-time, 
they have less superannuation and/or savings 
and assets when they are older.

Briefl y this confi rms the early theories 
of socialist activists and leaders of women’s 
struggle for equality, including Clara Zetkin: 
women in Australia today continue to experi-
ence “double oppression”, gender and class.

How can we say we have come a long 
way when childcare costs make it prohibitive 
for women to work full-time, when women 
have to negotiate an increasingly under-
funded public health system for themselves 
and their families, when public education is 
being attacked and a two-tier society is being 
created? How can we say women are equal 
or have even come a long way when they 
are concentrated in the lowest paid jobs, are 
increasingly not in the full-time workforce 
but in the part-time, insecure workforce? 
When they face retirement with little or no 
super and when one crisis can lead down the 
slippery road to impoverishment and even 
homelessness.

How can we say we have come a long 
way when women’s newfound freedoms are 
on the surface and do not challenge exploi-
tation of their labour and the transfer of 
the wealth they create into the hands of the 
monopolies and their bourgeois servants in 
government?

Domestic violence is not just a gender 
issue, we need to recognise the link between 
this and a society that treats people as dis-
posable resources that turns basic human 
needs into commodities and peddles the 
lowest of values through mass culture, we 
need to recognise how this society condones 
gambling because its profi table, enables 
the spread of drugs and alcohol but does 
less and less to support families. Domestic 
violence is intimately about how we live 
as a society and the values we champion. 
Exploitation is the root of the values we are 
being sold.

Today and every day as women we 
struggle in solidarity with women every-
where whose plight is intimately connected 
with ours. Our struggle in Australia for real 
equality and against exploitation, against 
the monopolies, against the aggressive US 
alliance, against the militarisation of our 
economy, for socialism and communism is 
the same struggle women are engaged in, in 
Palestine, Syria, Venezuela, Cuba – for their 
right to live in peace, against the invasion 
of their homelands and for the right of all 
women to a decent life for themselves and 
their families. Our oppressor is a common 
one and our victories against the aggressive 
and predatory imperialist beast wherever we 
are, are common victories.

We must express our solidarity with our 
Venezuelan sisters who are fi ghting against 
foreign interference in their internal affairs 
by focusing our demands on the hypocriti-
cal complicity of the Australian government 
which has come out in support of the US 
position to overthrow the elected govern-
ment of Venezuela.

On this day of international solidarity 
with women, let’s raise a toast to all those 
revolutionary women who came before us 
and helped to open the way forward not 
only for working class women but for all the 
majority of women who have nothing to lose 
but their chains when they work with each 
other and with the working class for social-
ism and communism.

Let’s raise our voices and build our 
actions for a better life for our daughters 
and sons where their potential can be real-
ised in harmony with society, not despite it. 
Let’s stand up against the militarisation of 
our economies, imperialism’s policy of roll-
ing wars and the creation of a refugee pan-
demic. Let’s express our solidarity with our 
Indigenous sisters and with the women who 
today struggle just to live in peace and for 
their daily bread! 

Dorothy Costa addresses the crowd.
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Conn Hallinan

The recent military clash between 
India and Pakistan underscores 
the need for the major nuclear 
powers – the US, Russia, China, 
Britain, and France — fi nally to 
move toward fulfi lling their obli-
gations under the 1968 Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 
The treaty’s purpose was not 
simply to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons, but to serve as a 
temporary measure until Article 
VI could take effect: the “ces-
sation of the nuclear arms race 
at an early date and to nuclear 
disarmament, and on a Treaty on 
general and complete disarma-
ment under strict and effective 
international control.”

The 191 countries that signed 
the NPT – it is the most widely 
subscribed nuclear treaty on the 
planet – did so with the understand-
ing that the major powers would 
de-nuclearise. But in the 50 years 

since the treaty was negotiated, the 
nuclear powers have yet to seri-
ously address eliminating weapons 
of mass destruction.

While over the years the 
Americans and the Russians have 
reduced the number of warheads 
in their arsenals, they – along with 
China – are currently in the midst 
of a major modernisation of their 
weapon systems. Instead of a world 
without nuclear weapons, it is a 
world of nuclear apartheid, with the 
great powers making no move to 
downsize their conventional forces. 
For non-nuclear armed countries, 
this is the worst of all worlds.

The folly of this approach was 
all too clear in the recent India and 
Pakistan dust-up. While both sides 
appear to be keeping the crisis under 
control, for the fi rst time in a very 
long time, two nuclear powers that 
border one another exchanged air 
and artillery attacks.

While so far things have not 
gotten out of hand, both countries 

recently introduced military policies 
that make the possibility of a seri-
ous escalation very real.

On the New Delhi side is a 
doctrine called “Cold Start” that 
permits the Indian military to pen-
etrate up to 30 kilometres deep into 
Pakistan if it locates, or is in pursuit 
of, “terrorists.” On the Islamabad 
side is a policy that gives frontline 
Pakistani commanders the authority 
to use tactical nuclear weapons.

The possibility of a nuclear 
exchange is enhanced by the dis-
parity between India and Pakistan’s 
military forces. One does not have 
to be Karl von Clausewitz to predict 
the likely outcome of a conventional 
war between a country of 200 mil-
lion people and a country of 1.3 bil-
lion people.

Pakistan reserves the right to 
use nuclear weapons fi rst. India has 
a “no fi rst use” policy, but with so 
many caveats that it is essentially 
meaningless. In brief, it wouldn’t 
take much to ignite a nuclear war 
between them.

If that happens, its effects would 
not be just regional. According to a 
study by the University of Colorado, 
Rutgers University, and UCLA, if 
Pakistan and India exchanged 100 
Hiroshima-sized nuclear warheads 
(15 kilotons), they would not only 
kill or injure 45 million people, 
but also generate enough smoke to 
plunge the world into a 25-year long 
nuclear winter.

Both countries have between 
130 and 150 warheads apiece.

Temperatures would drop to Ice 
Age levels and worldwide rainfall 
would decline by 6 percent, trig-
gering major droughts. The Asian 
Monsoon could be reduced by 
between 20 and 80 percent, causing 
widespread regional starvation.

Between the cold and the 
drought, global grain production 
could fall by 20 percent in the fi rst 
half decade, and by 10 to 15 percent 
over the following half decade.

Besides cold and drought, the 
ozone loss would be between 20 
and 50 percent, which would not 
only further damage crops, but 
harm sea life, in particular plank-
ton. The reduction of the ozone 
layer would also increase the rate of 
skin cancers.

The study estimates that “two 
billion people who are now only 
marginally fed might die from 
starvation and disease in the after-
math of a nuclear confl ict between 
Pakistan and India.”

In short, there is no such thing 
as a “local” nuclear war.

Article VI is the heart of the 
NPT, because it not only requires 
abolishing nuclear weapons but 
also addresses the fears that non-
nuclear armed nations have about 
the major powers’ conventional 
forces. A number of countries – 
China in particular – were stunned 
by the conventional firepower 
unleashed by the US in its 2003 
invasion of Iraq. The ease with 
which US forces dispatched the 
Iraqi army was a sobering lesson 
for a lot of countries.

In part, it is the conventional 
power of countries like the US that 
fuels the drive by smaller nations to 
acquire nuclear weapons.

Libya is a case in point. That 
country voluntarily gave up its 
nuclear weapons program in 
2003. Less than seven years later, 
Muammar Gaddafi  was overthrown 
by the US and NATO. At the time, 
the North Koreans essentially said, 
“We told you so.”

The NPT has done a generally 
good job of halting proliferation. 
While Israel, Pakistan, India, and 
North Korea obtained nuclear weap-
ons – the fi rst three never signed 
the treaty and North Korea with-
drew in 2003 – South Africa aban-
doned its program and other nuclear 
capable nations like Japan, Brazil, 
Argentina, Iran, South Korea, and 
Saudi Arabia have not joined the 
nuclear club – yet.

But it is hard to make a case for 
non-proliferation when the major 
nuclear powers insist on keeping 
their nuclear arsenals. And one can 
hardly blame smaller countries for 
considering nuclear weapons as a 
counterbalance to the conventional 
forces of more powerful nations like 
the US and China. If there is any-
thing that might make Iran abandon 
its pledge not to build nuclear weap-
ons, it is all the talk in Israel, the 
US, and Saudi Arabia about regime 
change in Tehran.

There are specific regional 
problems, the solutions to which 
would reduce the dangers of a 
nuclear clash. The US has taken 
some steps in that direction on the 
Korean Peninsula by downsizing its 
yearly war games with South Korea 
and Japan. Declaring an end to the 
almost 70-year old Korean War and 
withdrawing some US troops from 
South Korea would also reduce 
tensions.

Halting the eastward expansion 
of NATO and ending military exer-
cises on the Russian border would 
reduce the chances of a nuclear war 
in Europe.

In South Asia, the international 
community must become involved 
in a solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem. Kashmir has already led to 
three wars between India and 
Pakistan, and the 1999 Kargil inci-
dent came distressingly close to 
going nuclear.

This latest crisis started over 
a February 14 suicide bombing in 
Indian-occupied Kashmir that killed 
more than 40 Indian paramilitaries. 
While a horrendous act, the cur-
rent government of India’s brutal 
crackdown in Kashmir has stirred 
enormous anger among the locals. 
Kashmir is now one of the most 
militarised regions in the world, and 
India dominates it through a com-
bination of force and extra-judicial 
colonial laws – the Public Safety 
Act and the Special Powers Act – 
that allows it to jail people without 
charge and bestows immunity on the 
actions of the Indian army, the para-
militaries, and the police.

Since 1989, the conflict has 
claimed more than 70,000 lives 
and seen tens of thousands of 
others “disappeared,” injured, or 
imprisoned.

India blames the suicide attack 
on Pakistan, which has a past track 
record of so doing. But that might 
not be the case here. Even though 
a Pakistani-based terrorist organi-
zation, Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
claims credit, both sides need to 
investigate the incident. It is not 
unlikely that the attack was home-
grown – the bomber was Kashmiri 
– although possibly aided by JeM. 
It is also true that Pakistan does not 
have total control over the myriad of 
militant groups that operate within 
its borders. The Pakistani Army, for 
instance, is at war with its home-
grown Taliban.

The Kashmir question is a 
complex one, but solutions are out 
there. The United Nations origi-
nally pledged to sponsor a plebi-
scite in Kashmir to let the local 
people decide if they want to be 
part of India, Pakistan, or independ-
ent. Such a plebiscite should go for-
ward. What cannot continue is the 
ongoing military occupation of 10 
million people, most of whom don’t 
want India there.

Kashmir is no longer a regional 
matter. Nuclear weapons threaten 
not only Pakistanis and Indians, 
but, indeed, the whole world. The 
major nuclear powers must begin to 
move toward fulfi lling Article VI of 
the NPT, or sooner or later our luck 
will run out.
People’s World 
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Mark Gruenberg

WASHINGTON: If proposed federal budg-
ets are political documents – and they are 
– then President Donald Trump’s budget 
for fi scal 2020, which starts October 1 and 
ends just before next year’s election, is a 
right-wing wish list, with a trillion dollars 
of red ink, tailored to appeal to his base.

From US$8.6 billion more for his racist 
Mexican Wall, to a nationwide voucher pro-
gram for parents of private school kids – 
couched in language that disguises it – to 
billions more for “defence” but a 32 percent 
cut for the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Trump’s spending scheme fulfi ls the dreams 
of his radical right base and his corporate 
cronies.

Overall, Trump’s budget would cut all 
domestic discretionary programs by fi ve per-
cent, though some agencies like EPA would 
suffer more. A few, notably the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (nine percent), would get 
increases. The Defence Department would 
rise from US$716 billion this year to US$750 
billion.

But it’s the fi ne print in Trump’s US$4.7 
trillion spending plan that shows its right-wing 
tilt. Some examples:

The Wall
Congress didn’t kowtow and give Trump 

the US$5.7 billion he wanted last year to 
build part of his “great, big, beautiful” wall 
along the US-Mexico border. So he declared 
an ersatz “national emergency” and grabbed 
money from the Pentagon for it. He even shut 
down one-third of the government – half of 
the 800,000 workers were on the job without 
pay and the other half were locked out – to get 
Congress to yield.

School vouchers 
everywhere

Congress tossed right-wing Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos out on her ear when she 
tried a limited voucher plan last year, and that 
Congress was GOP-run. The GOP big giver, 
who has never met a public school teacher 
she liked, published another voucher idea on 
March 8 and it’s in the budget, too.

“Rather than increase funding for kids with 
special needs or for those who live below the 
poverty line in both rural and urban America, 
or addressing the issues raised in their own 
(school) safety report” on how to prevent more 
gun massacres, “DeVos once again seeks to 
divert funding for private purposes in the name 
of ‘choice,’” said Teachers (AFT) President 
Randi Weingarten, a middle school teacher 
from New York. “However, if they listened 
to parents, they would hear that, overwhelm-
ingly, parents want well-funded public schools 
as their choice. By assaulting public education 

again, Trump and DeVos are defying the will 
of parents, educators, and the American people 
who continue to march, rally and even strike 
to secure the investment our children and their 
public schools desperately need.”

Trump “offers up another devastating over-
all cut to the Department of Education –this 
time a whopping 10 percent,” said School 
Administrators President Ernest Logan. “Once 
again, his budget also proposes to bolster his 
and DeVos’s school ‘choice’ agenda by increas-
ing funding for charter schools and, in a new 
twist on an old theme, putting US$5 billion 
towards an as-yet-unpassed tax scholarship 
program. This last proposal is in reality just a 
backdoor voucher scheme to divert public dol-
lars to private schools.”

When it comes to higher education, 
Trump’s budget would end subsidised inter-
est for student loans. Currently, most student 
loans only begin accumulating interest once 
students graduate and begin working to pay 
back their debt; Trump would start charging 
interest immediately. Also, a popular student 
loan forgiveness program for those who enter 
public service jobs after graduating from col-
lege would be killed off by this budget.

Medicare, Medicaid, 
and food stamp cuts

Save Our Care, a pro-recipient group, 
alerted its members by e-mail about Trump’s 
cuts to the two key medical programs. It urged 

members to start lobbying lawmakers now 
against Trump’s moves.

The budget “would cut US$1.5 tril-
lion from Medicaid and US$845 billion 
from Medicare. And continue his war on the 
Affordable Care Act,” by forcing anyone who 
gets subsidies for joining the ACA’s health care 
exchanges to pay into them, too, Save Our Care 
said. “This is a major escalation in the Trump 
administration’s war on our health care, and it 
must be stopped immediately.”

And his budget also not only cuts food 
stamp money by US$1.74 billion but also 
imposes a “y-u-u-ge” – to use his words – 
work requirement on food stamp benefi ciar-
ies, millions of whom are single mothers with 
young children. And he does it for Medicaid, 
too, while again proposing converting the pro-
gram into a state-run block grant. That’s yet 
another right-wing wish. It also panders to 
prejudice, since when Trump’s backers see the 
words “Medicaid” and “food stamps,” they 
think “Blacks.”

Privatise, privatise, 
privatise

Privatise the Southwestern, Western, and 
Bonneville Power Administrations, which sell 
low-cost power, generated from federally built 
dams, to consumers, most of them rural. And in 
2021, Trump would dump the Tennessee Valley 
Authority’s transmission lines – undoing one 
of the great achievements of FDR’s New Deal, 

bringing electricity to much of the then power-
poor South. Private power companies would be 
the buyers, or so his budget says.

Trump also wants to give veterans 
“greater choice” – another euphemism for pri-
vatisation – in health care. National Nurses 
United, among others, says that’s no choice 
at all.

“We know the best place for our veterans 
to get care is at the VA, the only fully inte-
grated health care system in the country and 
the only health care system designed specifi -
cally for veterans,” Irma Westmoreland, RN, 
a VA nurse and NNU board member, told a 
rally last month at the VA hospital in San 
Diego.

“Study after study has found the VA pro-
vides care that is equal to or superior to care 
in the private sector, and that VA care is less 
expensive. It stands to reason that patient out-
comes are better, in part because of the VA’s 
expertise, and also because decisions about 
patient care are based on a patient’s medical 
needs, not by the bottom line.”

And while the budget doesn’t say so in so 
many words, the Offi ce of Management and 
Budget and a Trump-named commission of 
Cabinet offi cers want to cut pay and pensions 
at the Postal Service, turn more of it over to 
the “private sector” and – postal unions con-
tend – ultimately privatise it. USPS is also 
heavily female, minority, or both.
People’s World 
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Outsourcing air safety
John Wojcik

Unable to resist the demands of 
the public, the airline workers, 
congressional leaders on both 
sides of the aisle, former US regu-
lators and safety offi cials, and the 
nations of the rest of the world, 
Donald Trump and the Federal 
Aviation Administration fi nally 
grounded Boeing 737 Max 8 and 9 
jets. Sara Nelson, president of the 
Association of Flight Attendants-
CWA, called the grounding “good 
news,” adding, “Lives must 
always come fi rst.”

She warned, however, in a 
statement that “a brand is at stake 
as well and that brand is not just 
Boeing. It’s America.” Nelson was 
referring to the US as the country 
that “has set the standard for safety 
and competence and honesty in the 
management of aviation.”

The rest of the world, it seems, 

may have already concluded those 
days are over. The Ethiopians 
refused FAA demands that the black 
box from the doomed fl ight there 
be sent to the US for analysis. They 
opted instead to send the box to 
European regulators. The Ethiopian 
decision is not at all surprising con-
sidering what is going on amongst 
Boeing, the Trump administration, 
and the FAA.

On Tuesday morning, Boeing’s 
chief executive, Dennis Muilenburg, 
had phoned Trump to tell him the 
planes were fi ne. Muilenburg was 
no stranger to the president; his 
company wrote a $1 million check 
to the 2017 Trump inaugural com-
mittee, a body which is itself under 
investigation over questions about 
where all the donations it solicited 
eventually ended up.

The New York Times on Tuesday 
reported that as many as 1,000 FAA 
inspectors are Boeing employees. 

This is because the Trump adminis-
tration has stepped up the practice 
of outsourcing government inspec-
tions to private companies, allowing 
them to essentially inspect them-
selves. That situation, of course, 
makes Muilenburg’s promise to 
have Boeing cooperate with FAA 
inspectors a relatively easy one to 
keep.

The cosy arrangement between 
Boeing and government inspec-
tors is similar to arrangements the 
chicken processing industry has 
with the government which allows 
company managers to inspect their 
own chickens. That deal was struck, 
over union objections, during the 
Obama administration and was one 
Obama deal that Trump has left in 
place.

The crash of the Ethiopian 
plane happened only minutes after 
it took off, killing all 157 on board. 
Last October, the same model 737 

crashed in Indonesia under very 
similar circumstances, killing 189 
passengers and crew.

Daniel Elwell, the acting direc-
tor of the FAA (acting because 
Trump has left many top govern-
ment posts unfi lled), tried to cover 
up the fact that his agency, with its 
close ties to Boeing, had dragged 
its feet on ordering the shutdown. 
“Since the accident, we were reso-
lute in our position that we would 
not take action until we had data 
to support taking action. That data 
coalesced today, and we made the 
call.”

The two deadly crashes, the 
warnings from pilots that the air-
craft were not safe (incident reports 
on malfunctions written by at least 
two of them), pleas from the work-
ers who operate the aircraft and 
attend the fl ights, and the grounding 
of planes by the rest of the world 
were all apparently not enough data 

for the Boeing-friendly FAA to act. 
Elwell says what fi nally moved 
him was satellite pictures of what 
was obvious to people standing on 
the ground the day of the second 
crash — pictures that show dis-
turbing similarities in fl ight trajec-
tory between the fi rst and second 
crashed planes.

After the fi rst crash in Indonesia 
six months ago, pilots’ unions 
started complaining that they had 
not been made aware of changes or 
trained in the fl ight control systems 
aboard the new model of aircraft. 
Boeing says it had been planning to 
roll out a software update on those 
systems in April, a full month after 
the second crash that took place last 
Sunday.
People’s World 
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On sexist, degrading 
advertising
UnionsACT has called on the ACT 
government to introduce stronger 
restrictions on sexist and degrad-
ing advertising that objectifi es 
women, following a snap rally on 
International Women’s Day pro-
testing Geocon’s sexist ads.

Sexist advertising that objec-
tifi es or disrespects women is linked 
to increased prevalence of gendered 

violence and sexual harassment. 
UnionsACT has established a public 
petition, calling for the ACT gov-
ernment to introduce restrictions on 
degrading and sexist advertising that 
violates community expectations.

UnionsACT has also written to 
Geocon, calling on them to volun-
tarily remove the sexist billboards 
advertising the Tryst and Wova 
developments.

The Canberra community over-
whelmingly rejects the sexist objec-
tification of women’s bodies that 
corporations like Geocon are smoth-
ering the ACT with. The fact large 
corporations like Geocon insist on 
ever more sexist ads across the ACT 
gives us a clear insight into their cor-
porate culture: they just don’t care 
about respecting women.

Widespread use of images that 
sexualise and objectify women 
in ads undermines efforts to pro-
mote gender equality and are highly 

problematic for the prevention of 
family violence and sexual harass-
ment against women.

If companies like Geocon won’t 
act responsibly, the government 
needs to step in.

Unions in Canberra strongly 
oppose demeaning, sexist and 
degrading ads.

Cities around the world have 
introduced restrictions on adver-
tising that demeans and degrades 
women, and it’s time for Canberra to 
do likewise.

Emma Turner, Alex White
UnionsACT

Imagine
The NSW government is making 
no bones about whose interests 
it’s looking after when it comes 
to schools and education in NSW, 
and it’s not government (public) 

schools. They are actually proud 
of the fact that they are redirect-
ing the education budget away 
from public schools and into the 
coffers of the already overfunded 
Catholic and Independent, aka, 
private schools.

What a furphy that is!
The catholic system has a very 

small proportion of low socioeco-
nomic and or high needs children. 
The private system has even less. 
What they do have is a lot of politi-
cal infl uence. They now receive gov-
ernment subsidies at a level of 80 
percent of what has been identifi ed 
as the minimum level of funding a 
school requires to educate a child in 
NSW.

Then they charge fees and get all 
sorts of other support from alumni, 
parents etc. the end result great 
buildings, swimming pools, sporting 
fi elds and facilities.

State schools get the equivalent 

of 20 percent of the minimum 
resource funding they need, they 
meet all children’s needs regardless 
of their background, socioeconomic 
status or ability.

They don’t compete on an even 
playing field but their results are 
just as good if not better. Imagine 
what a universal public system 
could achieve if it was fully funded. 
Imagine what our society would look 
like if it was not divided and deliv-
ered fairness for all. Imagine the 
values and world our children would 
build on.

Only socialism can deliver in the 
interests of the children of the work-
ing class and all children because 
only socialism has their interests at 
heart.

Stop bragging about divid-
ing our society and neglecting our 
public schools Gladys. You should 
be ashamed!

Name supplied

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010
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Last year I had occasion to criticise the 
ABC series Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries 
for the gratuitous anti-Communism in its 
portrayal of trade unionists. The series is 
set in Melbourne in the late ’20s-early-’30s, 
in other words, at the height of the Great 
Depression. It would be hard to ignore the 
activity of the Reds at that time as they 
fought to defend working class people from 
the twin predations of greedy employers 
and fascist goons.

The Miss Fisher series did indeed acknowl-
edge the presence of “the Comrades” in the 
community. Indeed, the working class chaps 
who drive her private taxi and act as her body-
guards in rough neighbourhoods are on nod-
ding terms with “the Comrades”. However, the 
series chose to portray the latter as essentially 
akin to US labour racketeers. In other words: 
hoodlums.

At the time of writing my comments I 
had not read any of the original Phryne Fisher 
books and so could not judge how faithful the 
TV adaptation was to Kerry Greenwood’s mul-
tiplicity of novels about her very wealthy fl ap-
per-with-a-conscience turned amateur sleuth.

I have now had the pleasure of reading 
her 2012 Phryne Fisher mystery, Unnatural 
Habits, and fi nd that the books are far more 
progressive than the TV series would lead you 
to believe. Admittedly I have reached this con-
clusion on the basis of having read only the one 
book, but I am confi dent that Unnatural Habits 
is fairly typical of her work.

Ms Greenwood’s heroine might be wealthy, 
but the author’s sympathy for the poor and the 
destitute shines through on every page. Her 
descriptions of Melbourne’s suburbs around 
1929, with their dusty unpaved streets, are not 
nearly as glamorous as the big houses and shin-
ing vintage cars of the TV series suggest. And 
the ravages of poverty on working people is a 
constant throughout the book.

Unnatural Habit’s plot is about dirty work 
within the Catholic church, but not the cur-
rent high profi le issue of child sexual abuse. 
Kerry Greenwood’s concern instead is with the 
interlinked themes of the church’s treatment 
of unwed mothers, religious hypocrisy, and − 
always − the overriding effects of poverty.

Indicative of the ways the books differ 
from the TV series is the fact that in the 

books, Phryne is a keen subscriber to The 
Woman Worker, and also reads the maga-
zine of the Militant Women organisation. She 
is interested in her mail from the Socialist 
Women and thinks an art show whose pro-
ceeds are to go to feeding the unemployed 
“might be intriguing”.

The attitude of the TV series to “the 
Comrades” ranges from cynicism to outright 
hostility, but in Unnatural Habits they are wel-
come allies. Seeking clues to the disappearance 
of three young women who might have been 
abducted to be sold into white slavery, Phryne 
has her able working class assistant Bert drive 
her to an unsavoury part of Collingwood.

“The streets were unpaved, the dust 
endemic and the smell indicated that the sew-
erage commissioners had not explored this far 
into the wastelands. It was poor, mean, dirty 
and overcrowded ...

“The emergence of Phryne was greeted 
with whistles and crude comments. The emer-
gence of the driver, however, produced a pro-
found silence which was only broken when 
a thin, tow-headed young man said meekly, 
‘G’day Bert’.

“Fraternal greetings, Comrade Scott,” said 
Bert. “How’s it goin’?”

“There ain’t no work,” said Comrade Scott. 
“No money, neither.”

“Just as usual, eh?” Bert smiled. “This is 
Miss Fisher. Friend of the workers, and not bad 
for a bloated capitalist.”

The chapter headings are worth noting, too. 
They are composed of quotations – which is 
common enough – but the choice of quotes, 
when they are not from Shakespeare, is fre-
quently from progressive sources. For exam-
ple, chapter four is headed with a quotation 
from Oliver Goldsmith, no less: “Laws grind 
the poor, and rich men rule the law.”

Chapter ten is headed with a quote from 
a speech by William Pitt to the House of 
Commons in 1783: “Necessity is the plea for 
every infringement of human freedom. It is the 
argument of tyrants: it is the creed of slaves.”

The success of the TV series (it has even 
spawned a modern sequel) means that your 
local library may well have some of Kerry 
Greenwood’s Phryne Fisher mystery novels. 
If they’re anything like Unnatural Habits, they 
will be worth asking for. 

Miss Fisher revisitedCulture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Essie Davis as the very wealthy fl apper-with-a-conscience turned amateur sleuth, Phryne Fisher.



Guardian March 20, 2019  11

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba 
strongly condemns the sabotage perpe-
trated against the power supply system 
in Venezuela, which is a terrorist action 
intended to harm the defenceless popula-
tion of an entire nation and turn it into 
a hostage of the non-conventional war 
launched by the government of the United 
States against the legitimate government 
headed by comrade Nicolás Maduro Moros 
and the civic and military union of the 
Bolivarian and Chavista people.

Several US politicians have rushed to cel-
ebrate an action that deprives the population 
from an essential basic service; leaves hospitals 
without the power they require to work; dis-
rupts other basic services which are indispensa-
ble in the everyday-life of people, such as food, 
water supply, transportation, communications, 
public safety, trade, bank transactions and pay-
ments using credit cards. Such an action affects 
work in general and the proper functioning of 
schools and universities.

The sequence and modality of these actions 
remind us of the sabotage perpetrated against 
the oil industry back in 2002 by a US company 
that owned and operated the automated system 
that controlled the production, refi ning, trans-
portation and distribution of hydrocarbons.

This adds to the ruthless economic and 
fi nancial warfare imposed on Venezuela with 
the clear intention to subjugate, through short-
ages and deprivations, the political and sover-
eign will of a people that has not been brought 
to its knees.

This is an escalation of a non-conventional 
war led by the US government against that 
sister nation, which is taking place after the 
failed provocation orchestrated on February 23 
with the intention of carrying by force alleged 
humanitarian aid into Venezuela, thus challeng-
ing the legitimate authorities of that country 
and violating International Law and the princi-
ples and norms of the United Nations Charter, 
with the purpose of causing widespread death 
and violence as a pretext for a “humanitarian 
intervention.”

The experience of Cuba’s own history and 
the history of other countries in the region 
show that these actions are a prelude of violent 
acts of a larger scope, as was the case of the 
armed invasion through Bay of Pigs in 1961. 
The international community has accumulated 
suffi cient evidence to be on the alert.

The usurper and self-proclaimed “presi-
dent” made in the US has publicly said that, 
when the time comes, he would invoke Article 
187 of the Constitution to authorise the use of 
foreign military missions in the country; and 
has repeated exactly the same phrase used by 
his American mentors: “All options are on the 
table.”

He just needs to receive an order from 

Washington, since it is known that, during his 
tour around South America, he already asked 
certain governments to support a military inter-
vention in his country.

John Bolton is a well-known liar, whose 
trajectory goes back a long way. He was the 
US government offi cial who, back in 2002, 
accused Cuba of having a program to develop 
biological weapons, a fallacy that was pub-
licly denied by former Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, who was his superior back then; and by 
former President James Carter. This falsehood 
also forced Bolton to undergo a US Congress 
investigation.

Back in 2003, Bolton was also among 
those who disseminated the lie that the gov-
ernment of Iraq had weapons of mass destruc-
tion and a program to develop them.

Such a lie, after being repeated at every 
level of the US government and magnifi ed 
by the big media, served as a pretext for the 
aggression and military occupation of that 
Middle East country by the United States at 
a cost of almost one million deadly casualties 
and millions of displaced Iraqis, plus thousands 
of US soldiers killed and wounded during a 
military campaign whose goal was also oil.

As has been publicly announced and is 
known by the honest and well-informed per-
sons, the bilateral relations between Cuba and 
Venezuela are based on mutual respect, true 
solidarity; a shared commitment, based on the 

ideas of Bolivar, Marti, Fidel and Chávez with 
the integration of an independent and sover-
eign “Our America”; the willingness to prac-
tice complementary cooperation among all the 
peoples of the South and the common effort 
to implement and defend the Proclamation of 
Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone of 
Peace.

The projects contained in the 
Comprehensive Cooperation Agreement that 
was signed between both countries involve 
the participation of a little more than 20,000 
Cubans, most of them women. Ninety-six per-
cent of them are devoted to the provision of 
health services to the population. Others work 
in other sectors such as education, culture, 
sports and agro-food production.

It is absolutely not true that Cuba is taking 
part in operations carried out by the National 
Bolivarian Armed Forces or the security serv-
ices. This is a slanderous rumour deliberately 
disseminated by the government of the United 
States. When Bolton as well as other politi-
cians and offi cials of the US government rely 
on such rumours, they are deliberately lying 
to pursue aggressive political purposes. They 
have suffi cient data and information and know 
the truth.

Cuba does not interfere in the internal 
affairs of Venezuela, just as Venezuela does not 
interfere in Cuba’s internal affairs.

Unlike the United States, which has about 

80 military bases in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, including the one that is usurp-
ing the Cuban territory in Guantánamo; and 
around 800 in the entire planet, with more than 
250,000 occupying troops, Cuba does not have 
any base in any country; or specialists in tor-
ture and police repression; or secret prisons; or 
naval or air forces prowling around the coasts 
or the immediate air space of sovereign States; 
or satellites watching every single detail.

It was through the use of lies that impe-
rialism promoted the bloody coup d’état of 
Augusto Pinochet in Chile and many other 
coups and repressive dictatorships in the 
region. It was through the use of lies that more 
than 10,000 defenceless citizens were assas-
sinated during the military invasion against 
Panama in December of 1989. It was through 
the use of lies that the military aggression and 
destabilisation of Libya was perpetrated.

It was with lies that the United States and 
other powers fully supported, all the way until 
the very last minute, the apartheid regime in 
South Africa.

The Revolutionary Government of Cuba 
warns and denounces that the tendency of the 
government of the United States to lie without 
any limit or restraint whatsoever has already 
had dangerous consequences in the past that it 
could replicate in the present.
Havana, March 11, 2019 
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Mauricio Escuela

Apparently, no one knows what is happen-
ing right now in Haiti. But we all know 
exactly what has been going on for more 
than 200 years. The fi rst nation in Latin 
America and the Caribbean to obtain its 
independence has since been isolated by 
foreign powers, who have never forgiven 
the Caribbean country for that great his-
toric feat, the fruit of the only successful 
slave uprising to lead to the founding of a 
state.

At the height of the French Revolution of 
1789, the colonised took account of the reper-
cussions of liberty, equality, fraternity, as well 
as the hypocrisy and racism of their metropo-
lis, engaged in maintaining double standards in 
terms of the rights of man.

In 2009, when Haiti was by far the poorest 
nation in the Western Hemisphere, after cen-
turies of isolation and harassment by world 
powers that sought to recolonise it, President 
Barack Obama received a copy of Eduardo 
Galeano’s Open Veins of Latin America, from 
Comandante Hugo Chávez. The text nar-
rates, among other episodes, the fi rst embargo 
decreed by the United States, in 1806, against 
the small nation of Haiti.

The recent rebellion of the masses that we 
have seen in the neighbouring nation actually 
began in July last year, when the Haitian gov-
ernment decreed an increase in fuel prices, 
which generated greater shortages, hunger, and 
unsanitary conditions in marginalised neigh-
bourhoods of the capital, Port-au-Prince, and 
in the rest of the interior. According to gov-
ernment sources, the measure was taken to 
unburden the state budget of the cost of fuel 
subsidies, thus laying the blame for the coun-
try’s recession at the feet of the protesting 
masses of Haiti.

The protests were preceded by a scan-
dal that shook social media, when President 
Donald Trump referred to El Salvador, Haiti, 
and African nations as “shithole countries.” 
This episode incited Haitian nationalism, 
having been the victim of the cruel US occu-
pation (1915-1934) which further sank the 
country into inequality, once again establishing 
racial segregation and semi-slave labour, with 
the massacre of 1,500 workers, as recognised 
in 1922 by the US Senate.

As such, on the morning of July 6, 2018, 
the frustrated and enraged Haitian masses, with 
no clear political objective or organisation, 
attacked every symbol of power. The national 
police, whose own pay checks had been 
delayed, did nothing to contain the two-day 
avalanche. The outcome: hotels, restaurants, 
and stores saw the largest looting on record.

It was the cry of freedom of the oppressed, 
who have seen how international aid funds 
disappear into a bottomless barrel. It was the 
anger of the inhabitants of neighbourhoods like 
the multicoloured Jalousie, where the majority 

of the people live, which was not allocated 
funds for health, food, electricity or medicines, 
but rather for paint, to offer guests at nearby 
hotels a more “picturesque” view. According 
to reports, locals mockingly refer to such urban 
image policy as “the Botox,” an attempt to con-
ceal the true face of Haiti.

In the streets again
At the beginning of February 2019, forces 

opposed to the government assembled, together 
with the masses, in an attempt to take power. 
As well as the increase in fuel prices last year, 
the Haitian currency, the gourde, continued to 
devaluate, while blackouts and a health and 
food crisis saw young people increasingly 
take to the streets to voice their opposition to 
President Jovenel Moise.

Although the exact death toll is unknown, 
at least seven have been reported dead since 
the protests began. Worse still is the state of 
collapse in which the country fi nds itself, with 
the total closure of essential services, lead-
ing experts to predict the outbreak of another 
humanitarian crisis. Government cuts are cou-
pled with the hardships resulting from hurri-
canes and earthquakes, since the nation of rich 
arable land is geographically vulnerable to nat-
ural disasters and climate change.

To make matters worse, UN peacekeepers 
from Nepal, known as the blue helmets, rec-
ognised their responsibility as the source of 
the most recent cholera outbreak, an epidemic 
that continues to claim thousands of lives in 
Haiti, especially of children. With a very low 
human development index, the nation is not in 
a position to continue with its policy of cuts, 
“botox,” and pacts with regional hegemonic 
powers, at the expense of a national plan to 
save the country.

The protests against Moise, a middle-class 

professional who promised to get the coun-
try’s fi nances in order, are mainly led by young 
people, many of them university graduates 
who, despite their academic efforts, fi nd only 
marginal employment is available to them.

“Moise launched clean-up programs which 
he said would create 50,000 jobs. So young 
people are graduating from university and 
he has only brooms to offer them?”, Marco 
Beausejour, a 27-year-old university gradu-
ate who studied accounting, stated. This in a 
country where the majority of the population 
doesn’t even complete secondary education. 
For the professional sector, the general feeling 
is that the government doesn’t respect them.

“A government that cannot provide food 
and water to its people must step down, but 
it is also necessary that the bourgeoisie stop 
hoarding all the wealth. We, the popular neigh-
bourhoods, are the majority,” young protester 
Prophete Hilaire told the same news agency. 
Despite Moise’s calls for dialogue and recog-
nition of the crisis in the country, the organ-
ised opposition has rejected any negotiation 
process and will only accept the government’s 
resignation.

In addition to the currency deprecia-
tion and infl ation (resulting in shortages), the 
demonstrators argue that there are cases of 
corruption at the highest government levels. 
According to an audit conducted by the High 
Court of Accounts, it was found that at least 
15 public offi cials were involved in irregulari-
ties related to the oil trade, EFE reported. This 
investigation also pointed toward private com-
panies belonging to the President himself.

The opposition coalition, Democratic and 
Popular Sector, maintains the pressure in the 
streets, with the single request that Moise 
resign. Until now, this group has been the 
organised force to express the indignation of 

the masses, in this land forgotten by many. 
However, its concrete government propos-
als are yet to be analysed since, more than an 
insurrection, the country requires a fair and 
rational program.

Not a priority
Haiti is not a priority for the hemispheric 

powers, which avoid referring to the crisis in 
the Caribbean country. In recent demonstra-
tions in front of the White House against a US 
military invasion of Venezuela, also visible 
were placards reading: “Haiti, we will never 
forget you.”

Meanwhile, both the US and Canada have 
withdrawn personnel from their embassies in 
Port-au-Prince, leaving only emergency staff. 
The Spanish delegation to the country has also 
taken measures, in the face of increased vio-
lence and insecurity. However, the West main-
tains a position of silence with regard to Haiti, 
a kind of “that’s just the way they are” attitude, 
imbued with the usual racism.

In this “invisible” nation, governability is 
just one problem among many that have accu-
mulated over decades of foreign occupation, 
bad government and brutal dictatorship (the 
Duvalier era). One in two Haitians is illiterate, 
with nearly 200,000 children unschooled, who 
will likely end up joining the angry masses.

In shacks crowded on mountain slopes, 
exposed to future natural, political and eco-
nomic disasters, Vodou practices have fl our-
ished, offering a religious and cultural response 
to the national crisis. Legend has it that through 
a Vodou ceremony, manifested was the deity 
Ogu, the spirit that foresaw the success of the 
rebellion that would give Haiti its independ-
ence, more than two centuries ago.
Granma 
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Rebellion in a country forgotten by hemispheric powers

Protests grow in Haiti

“A government that cannot provide food and water 
to its people must step down, but it is also necessary that 

the bourgeoisie stop hoarding all the wealth.”


