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The real Murray-Darling culprit
Peter Mac

The report of the South Australian Royal 
Commission Inquiry into the Murray-
Darling Basin has laid bare a river manage-
ment system riddled with corruption and 
wide-open to abuse by rapacious irrigation 
corporations. The report’s release follows 
the recent horrifi c mass death of fi sh in 
the River Darling and Menindee Lakes in 
NSW.

In 1900 under the proposed new fed-
eral constitution, the federal government was 
responsible for the environment, and each 
state was responsible for the extraction of 
river water for the use of farmers and river 
communities, including Aboriginal communi-
ties, for whom the rivers are sacred. But river 
water is a priceless national asset, and under 

the Constitution upstream states can legally 
deprive their downstream neighbours of water 
to the point where communities are wiped out 
and native wildlife die en masse.

Fast forward to 2007, a long drought and 
the death of much of the river system’s wildlife 
prompted the then federal Howard government 
to introduce the Australian Water Act, which 
decreed that river water fl ows had to be ade-
quate to support the natural environment, based 
on scientifi c advice.

In 2010, in order to implement the Act, 
the Rudd government introduced the science-
based Murray-Darling Basin Plan, under which 
irrigation companies would have to return 
between 3,980 and 9,000 gigalitres of water 
to the environment through a series of govern-
ment water licence “buy-backs”, in order to 
avoid environmental devastation.

Irrigation agribusinesses fear buy-backs 
because they could in theory be used to stifl e 
their growth or even wipe them out. They 
therefore organised the burning of copies of 
the Plan outside the offi ces of the newly-cre-
ated Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA). 
In 2012 the Gillard government fi nally buck-
led and the Authority arbitrarily reduced the 
amount of extra water for the environment to 
2,750 gigalitres.

That decision has contributed to the mass 
death of fi sh, as well as other fl ora and fauna, 
and a drastic reduction in water available for 
communities. 

Corrupt from the start
The Royal Commission inquiry concluded 

that the MDBA and the eastern state govern-
ments have been guilty of maladministration, 

gross negligence and breaches of the law, and 
have failed to take into account climate change 
impacts.

The Authority has been pressured by irri-
gators and their government backers to place 
limits on water extraction in the interests of 
the irrigators, not the environment. According 
to the report the Authority breached the Water 
Act by ignoring scientific warnings from 
CSIRO (Commonwealth Scientifi c Industrial 
Research Organisation) against the reduction 
of environmental water fl ows, and in justify-
ing its decisions it made “unattributable, blank 
assertions”, refused to reveal the scientifi c 
modelling underlying its decisions, acted with 
obsessive secrecy and failed to consult with 
Indigenous owners or local communities in 
determining water fl ows.

Continued on page 2
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We acknowledge the Sovereignty of Australia’s First Nations’ Peoples.

“We stand with the Bolivarian Revolution”
Perth rallies for Nicolas Maduro & the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

Vinnie Molina

A coup d’état manufactured in the United States is underway in 
Venezuela with Juan Guaido, president of the Venezuelan National 
Assembly self-proclaimed as interim president. The US rushed to rec-
ognise Guaido challenging the legitimacy of the democratically elected 
President Nicolas Maduro who was sworn in for a second six-year 
term on January 10, 2019, was elected with more than six million votes 
on May 20, 2018. Some countries like Australia have followed the US 
dictates and recognise Guaido as the interim president of Venezuela.

Solidarity groups in Australia called for rallies last week in support of 
President Maduro and to demand that the Morrison Government withdraw 
its recognition of the coup president.

The Australia Venezuela Solidarity Network (AVSN) and the Australia-
Cuba Friendship Society (ACFS WA) held a speak-out on Friday February 
1 outside the Elizabeth Quay Station in Perth. Some 60 activists gathered 
with banners, placards and fl ags in support of President Maduro and calling 
for the Australian government to withdraw the shameful recognition of the 
coup president Guaido.

Protesters were confronted by a small group of right-wing Venezuelans 
who expressed support for the US coup and the Australian recognition of 
their puppet president. They fi lmed and photographed all present, aggres-
sively confronting people. During the speeches the members of the violent 
right-wing group chanted “go to Cuba” and “death to all communists”. It 
clearly shows the intolerance and the lack of political will to resolve their 
differences.

The Communist Party of Australia has issued a statement in solidarity 
with President Nicolas Maduro and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

On January 23, to mark the international day in solidarity with the 
people of Venezuela and President Maduro, the CPA branch in Western 
Australia rallied in front of the US Consulate on Adelaide Terrace, Perth.

We stand with President Maduro and the Bolivarian revolution.
We demand the Australian government withdraw recognition of the 

coup puppet president.
We support the efforts of Uruguay and Mexico to host a dialogue, peace 

and self-determination meeting; Juan Guaido rejected the invitation to the 
talks,

Hands off Venezuela! 
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To Senator the Hon Marise Payne,
Minister for Foreign Affairs, PO Box 6100
Senate, Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 

I am writing on behalf of the organisation Just Peace 
Queensland Inc. Our 17-year-old organisation is focused on 
fi nding alternatives to war in resolving confl icts and seeking 
justice for its victims. We applaud the sentiments expressed 
in the first part of the last sentence in your Statement on 
Venezuela (January 28) namely: “We now urge all parties to 
work constructively towards a peaceful resolution of the situa-
tion”. Indeed, this is a guiding philosophy of my organisation.

However I read the remainder of your Statement on 
Venezuela with great disappointment and alarm. Your support 
of the President of the National Assembly, Juan Guaidó in his 
bid to assume the interim Presidency of Venezuela, is no way to 
fi nd a peaceful resolution to the crisis. Quite the opposite in fact.

Guaidó was persuaded to proclaim himself as interim 
President in phone calls from US Vice President, Mike Pence 
and Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chrystia Freeland. 
The Venezuelan Constitution does not sanction these actions 
of Guaidó in any way. He is second in accession after the Vice 
President, Delcy Rodríguez. Before that can happen however 
both the President and the Vice President must be “permanently 
unavailable to serve”.

Furthermore, Juan Guaidó is known to be associated with 
several Venezuelan and international organisations whose ul-
timate aim is to change Venezuelan society. 

Once again New Zealand has shown its independence on the 
global stage by refusing to takes sides in the escalating leader-
ship crisis. It has declined to give offi cial recognition to either 
Nicolás Maduro Moros or Juan Gerardo Guaidó Márquez. I 
was also hoping that Australia would join with Mexico, which 
recognises Maduro as the President “for the time being”. Mexico 
is an infl uential member of the largely conservative Lima Group 
and did not sign the Lima statement.

The January 4 meeting of the Lima Group was attended by 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo by video link, and there 
are concerns that he was exerting undue infl uence upon the 
actions of the Group, to which the US does not belong. It seems 
certain, in view of subsequent statements by Pompeo, that his 
opinions would be forcibly expressed at the Group’s meeting.

The United States has a chequered history of interfering in 
the internal workings of Venezuelan society, which is inextrica-
bly linked to the fact that the South American country has the 
world’s largest oil reserves. John Bolton, America’s National 
Security Advisor said in a television interview on the January 28 
that - “We’re in conversation with major American companies 
now... It would make a difference if we could have American 
companies produce the oil in Venezuela. It would be good for 
Venezuela and the people of the United States”.

I urge you to focus on a diplomatic resolution of the crisis, 
in which “all parties work constructively towards a peaceful 
resolution of the situation”. This must surely begin with a deci-
sion from Australia to avoid interfering in the internal affairs 
of a sovereign nation. I would also like this to continue with 
a pledge from Australia to help with the humanitarian crisis 
playing out across the border between Venezuela and Columbia. 

Yours sincerely
Dr Michael P Henry

Co-Convenor
Just Peace
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
In its rational form, dialectics is a scandal and an abomination to the 
bourgeoisie … because, while supplying a positive understanding of the 
existing state of things, it at the same time furnishes an understanding of 
the negation of that state of things.

Marx, Marx, CapitalCapital

”“

Respect sovereignty
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North Atlantic countries are now experiencing Siberian 
weather conditions. In Australia, bushfires are ripping across 
Tasmania, droughts grip the inland areas of the eastern states 
and Queensland coastal regions are once again being ravaged 
by raging floodwaters. Scientists say these conditions are here 
to stay and are likely to worsen as a result of climate change. 
Yet the Morrison government supports industries that are 
major contributors to the problem, and the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority apparently makes no allowance for ongoing 
climate change in its vital river flow calculations. We’re 
determined to pursue this crucial issue, but we really need 
your help, so if you’re as concerned as we are, please send in a 
Press Fund contribution for next week’s edition. Many thanks 
to this week’s contributors as follows:
L Newcombe $10, K Manski $15, “Rough Red” $5, 
“Round Figure” $10, “Sparky” $10 
This week’s total: $50 Progressive total: $570

Continued from page 1
The report argues that the 

Authority and state and federal 
governments have acted illegally 
because they have not given prior-
ity to the environment and their rec-
ommendations and actions have not 
been based on the best scientific 
advice.

Successive federal governments 
have deliberately misinterpreted the 
word “compromise” in the Water 
Act, arguing that the Act requires 
water extraction judgements to be a 
compromise under which social and 
economic considerations are bal-
anced against environment consider-
ations, and that environmental water 
fl ows can be reduced if social and 
economic outcomes are improved as 
a result. In fact, the Act has the oppo-
site intention.

It gives environmental consider-
ations top priority, and says that the 
best available science must be used 
to set a limit on the amount of water 
extracted so the environment is not 
compromised!

The NSW government claims the 
solution to the lack of water for com-
munities is to reduce environment 
water fl ows. For example, it wants to 
transfer extra water for community 

use from Menindee Lakes to Broken 
Hill; The Lakes have already been 
partially drained in an attempt to 
lower evaporation by reducing their 
surface area, and this undoubtedly 
contributed to the recent mass fi sh 
death. But the government still wants 
to proceed with the plan.

The irrigators are now bitterly 
attacking the Royal Commission’s 
fi ndings. The conservative govern-
ments of the eastern states have 
refused to comment on them, but in 
some cases they have issued veiled 
threats that if more buy-backs are 
introduced they will quit the Plan 
and return to the pre-2012 arrange-
ment, when up-stream state govern-
ments accepted no responsibility 
for allowing the fl ow of river water 
downstream to other states.

The MDBA director and rep-
resentatives of state and federal 
governments deny they have acted 
corruptly or illegally. But the Royal 
Commission’s report demonstrates 
clearly they have violated the Water 
Act. 

The disastrous results of policies 
formulated to serve the interests of 
the irrigation corporations, are vis-
ible to the naked eye. In Queensland 
near the NSW border there are 

massive reservoirs fi lled with water 
for cotton crops, while just over the 
border the river is reduced to a series 
of moribund ponds. And the entire 
nation has seen the horrifi c mass fi sh 
kills in the stagnant or barely-fl ow-
ing stretches of the rivers.

The Inquiry’s report also notes 
that the policing of water extraction 
is in some areas non-existent, and 
that so-called water-saving meas-
ures are highly profi table for the irri-
gators, but no-one checks whether 
they actually work after they’re 
implemented.

The Commissioner  has 
expressed doubt as to whether any 
government can gain rational control 
of the rivers in the nation’s interest. 
But the river system is dying because 
of insatiable, irrational corporate 
greed and the solution lies in chang-
ing Australia’s political economy.

A similar message leaps from the 
pages of another Royal Commission 
document, the report into the banks 
and fi nancial institutions which was 
released this week. If we are to save 
the rivers we will have to get rid 
of not just the government but also 
capitalism, the political economic 
system that currently has the nation 
in its iron grip. 

The real Murray-Darling culprit

Friendship shared
Timor Leste and Cuba
The friendship shared by Timor 
Leste and Cuba unites two distant 
countries. More than 950 young 
Timorese trained in the Latin 
American School of Medicine 
are already serving their people. 
The brotherhood shared by Cuba 
and Timor Leste is consolidated 
every day, the country’s ambas-
sador here, Maubere Lorosae 
da Silva Horta, (Loro Horta), 
stated to Granma International, 
while expressing his gratitude 
for the preparation received by 
his young compatriots in Cuban 
universities.

He described bilateral relations 
between the nations as close, based 
on equality and mutual respect, 
exemplifi ed by the more than 950 
young Timorese trained in the Latin 
American School of Medicine, who 
already provide medical assistance 
to their people.

“The commitment made by 
the leader of the Revolution Fidel 
Castro to prepare more than a thou-
sand doctors from our nation, will 
soon be fulfi lled, since in Cuban 
classrooms right now there are 
about a hundred of them,” the dip-
lomat said, noting that higher edu-
cation institutions have trained 
technicians, agronomists, and other 
specialists, who are playing a lead-
ing role in the economic develop-
ment of the country.

Additionally, a Cuban medi-
cal brigade of more than 300 health 
professionals is assisting the popu-
lation in remote areas, and its results 
are evident in better quality of life 
and improvement of health statis-
tics. ”Offi cial relations between 
Cuba and Timor Leste began around 

May 20, 2002. Cuba was the second 
country after China to recognise 
our independence from Indonesia, 
but relations between our peoples 
were established many years before, 
during the national liberation strug-
gle,” Horta said.

He gave as a personal exam-
ple his parents’ participation in the 
XI World Festival of Youth and 
Students held in Cuba in 1978. 
“Over the last 16 years, all our 
governments have consistently 
defended relations with Cuba and 
we have provided our support in the 
fi ght against the unjust US block-
ade,” he added.

He also highlighted that the 
Timorese people have genu-
ine affection for Comandante 
Fidel Castro and upon his death, 
November 25, 2016, spontaneous 
activities took place in Timor Leste 
to honour his memory. Masses and 
commemorations were organized in 
the country’s 13 districts.

”I think Fidel Castro impacted 
the independence struggles of many 
countries in the world. Our young 
people approach the thought and 
work of Ernesto Guevara and they 
look very happy wearing cloth-
ing that bears the image of that 
great Argentine-Cuban fi ghter or 
the Comandante en Jefe. The con-
tribution of these leaders to the 
oppressed peoples of the world 
is well known,” the ambassador 
stated.

On the occasion of the cel-
ebration in Havana of the 43rd 
anniversary of the proclamation 
of the Republic of Timor Leste 
ending Portuguese colonialism 
on November 28, 1975, it was 

emphasised that the nation was 
defi ned as anti-colonialist and anti-
imperialist, and pursued strategies 
for economic development that had 
as their fi rst priority human beings.

Thus the focus remains on the 
well-being of the people, with the 
right to education, health, and a 
full life, promoting culture through 
those social goals. In his speech, 
delivered at the headquarters of 
the Cuban Institute of Friendship 
with the Peoples, the ambassador 
affi rmed that cooperation between 
the Cuban and Timorese govern-
ments and peoples will continue, 
recalling that his country’s infra-
structure was devastated after the 
national liberation struggle, and 
Cuba has been able to provide 
important cooperation in efforts to 
rebuild.

”We have achieved some impor-
tant milestones in our history as an 
independent country, which gives 
us great pride. At the moment, we 
have one of the highest rates of doc-
tors per resident in Asia, one for 
every 1,300 inhabitants,” he said. 
Likewise, Timor Leste has one the 
lowest crime rates in Asia and eco-
nomic development is advancing, 
though challenges exist, including 
providing more employment oppor-
tunities for young people, he added.

The ambassador concluded his 
remarks affi rming that both coun-
tries will continue to contribute 
to peace and sovereignty for the 
world’s peoples: “We hope that 
the friendship between Cuba and 
Timor Leste will remain very deep 
and close for many generations,” 
he said.
Granma 
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Wayne Sonter

Human civilisation is at a crossroad as 
future life on the planet is threatened. 
Humanity must reduce net emissions 
of greenhouse gases to ZERO by 2050 if 
we are to have a chance to limit global 
warming and save the world for future 
generations! 

The United Nations Inter-Governmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has recently 
warned that even 1.5°C of warming will have 
“brutal consequences” – but urges us to keep 
warming to that level so young people and 
the next generation at least have “a fi ghting 
chance” for the future!

At the moment, the world’s governments 
have given the United Nations a “pledge to cut 
emissions, but the targets they set themselves, 
even if they achieved them, would deliver a 
disastrous 3°C of global warming by 2100. 
These pledges are yet to be made enforceable. 
Worse, the current rate of emissions is on track 
to deliver 4°C warming!

This level of warming will trigger an 
unprecedented ecological catastrophe – push-
ing us past possible “tipping points” that could 
cause uncontrollable runaway heating and lead 
to extinction of all life on the planet.

The IPCC says that “technically” we have 
the ability to reduce emissions suffi ciently to 
keep global warming to 1.5°C (it has already 
risen 1°C above pre-industrial level), but if we 
are to do so, humanity MUST ACT NOW – at 
a speed and scale without “documented historic 
precedent”.

The problem is 
political and systemic

The IPCC delivered its urgent recommen-
dations to a United Nations climate summit in 
Poland at end of Nov 2018, attended by 200 
governments. This summit however, ignored 
the key question – how can governments read-
just their emissions targets to keep global 
warming to 1.5°C.

The United States and Australia, provoca-
tively, joined into a “celebration of coal” at the 
summit. The United States, under the Trump 
administration, has sworn to pull out of any 
further climate agreements!

Back in Australia, Liberal-National Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison declared he had no 
intention of spending money on global climate 
conferences and “all that sort of nonsense,” 

but said he would not follow the US out of 
the Paris climate treaty because that would be 
“catastrophic” – not for the climate, but for 
Australia’s attempts to land a free trade deal 
with Europe!

Politicians and governments seem unwill-
ing or unable to do anything substantial about 
the impending and self-made threat to civilisa-
tion and life on the planet. This stems from an 
increasingly obvious fact – that governments 
no longer even attempt to appear to serve the 
people!

They serve the masters of a system that 
ruthlessly exploits humanity and nature in a 
relentless, worldwide pursuit of profi t.

This is the capitalist system and it cannot 
and will not prevent global ecological catastro-
phe; its heedless drive for profi ts and growth 
regardless of social or environmental costs has 
created the crisis in the fi rst place!

Uncontrolled emission of greenhouse 
gases is just a symptom of the depth and extent 
of the crisis in which this system has placed 
humanity.

The present global political-economic 
system is dragging us inevitably toward a 
global disaster that includes:
• Impending environmental catastrophe 

– global warming, ocean acidifi cation, 
widespread habitat destruction and a march 
to mass extinction;

• Extreme and growing economic inequality; 
and re-emergence of a global economic 

crisis, that will feed revolt and affect the 
livelihood of billions; 

• And exacerbating all other environmental 
and economic crises – societies increasingly 
taking on the features of police-
surveillance states; growing militarisation 
and re-emergence of fascism, and a drift 
towards disastrous, worldwide, nuclear war.

Power to the People
Most people sincerely desire to live in 

a sustainable – and sustaining – society, but 
this society, geared to serve the insatiable 
needs of profi t and the aggrandisement of 
capital, is deeply hostile to the life forces on 
the planet.

We need to challenge this brutal, exploita-
tive system and to overcome the power of those 
who – with their wealth, power and greed – 
confront the rest of humanity, across the whole 
range of social, economic, political, ethical and 
existential values.

The IPCC has declared that we must act 
now, at a speed and on a scale that has “no doc-
umented historic precedent”.

This is, effectively, a call for a deep and 
vast social revolution – one that fundamentally 
changes society; one that changes us. It is a call 
to change the world! 

We, the world’s people, can no longer 
remain in the thrall of the global profi t takers 
and the planet’s despoilers. We must resolve 
to take a path towards sustainability: we the 

great majority of humanity, whose labour cre-
ates the world’s wealth, must wrest power 
back from the global, corporate elites, into 
our own hands; 

We must establish a society that serves 
people’s needs, not corporate greed: the key to 
this is to bring the largest corporations under 
public ownership and control;

We need to bring about a society based on 
cooperation and planning, not exploitation and 
brutalisation.

It is in our power, collectively, to create 
the means to live in a civil, enlightened, global 
society, harmoniously with nature and with 
each other, but nothing less than a conscious 
and determined effort by common human-
ity will achieve this; and nothing less than 
achieving this will give humanity a chance to 
pull back from the ecological disaster towards 
which the present course is sweeping us.

We can force the pace of change by build-
ing broad unity among people demanding 
change – and we need to isolate and undercut 
the most reactionary elements of the capitalist 
class. We can link up nationally and globally, 
as well as focus on community and the work-
place and industry.

We must confront the exploiters! We the 
people must take the power – we must dare to 
win! We can lose everything if we don’t!

We can change the world! Help us create a 
better future! 

Australia

From the Archives The Guardian, March 1990

On climate change and 
revolution

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

Report on the 20th International Meeting of Communist and Workers Parties, 
November 23-25, Athens, Greece.
The recently held international meeting attended by representatives of 90 parties highlighted signifi cant 
political and ideological trends within the world communist movement.

Many parties are strengthening their position due to a clearer understanding of what is required within the 
realities of today’s world, generating increased enthusiasm and optimism.

Reports on these developments will be delivered by members of the Communist Party of Australia delegation 
to the Conference. The main presentation will be made by Dorothy Costa, Central Committee member.

There will also be a skype link with a representative of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE). The KKE 
hosted the Conference and also arranged a celebration event for the 100th anniversary of the foundation of 
KKE.

Representatives of overseas communist party organisations in Sydney will be present to hear the reports and 
participate in solidarity with the world communist movement.

Presentations will be in English and Greek.

Greek Community Club 206 Lakemba Street Lakemba Sydney

5:00pm Sunday February 10
Light refreshments will be available.  Free admission.

We are sure you will fi nd the report- back most enlightening and helpful in keeping abreast of international 
developments, and we look forward to your attendance.

Organised by CPA Greek Department – Sydney

For further information please call Phocion on 0405 804 555 or Takis on 0415 875 379
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I must strongly oppose the inclusion of 
the article by Philip Giraldi in the recent 
issue of the Guardian, entitled “Registering 
Israel’s lobbyists.” On my fi rst read I 
was immediately struck by the incorrect 
analysis and apparently careless phrasing. 
Giraldi’s analysis is completely contrary to 
Marxism, with no genuine anti-imperialist 
analysis, no class analysis, and confl ation 
of Zionist interests with “Jewish” interests 
... he does not even use the word Zionism 
a single time independently, only a couple 
times in the fi rst paragraph when naming 
two Zionist organisations.

Giraldi poses the question of why the US 
state does not use its powers to monitor or con-
trol Zionist groups operating within the US; 
the broader question would be, why does US 
policy and action in general align with Israeli 
interests? The simple answer that should be 
obvious to us is, because Israeli interests are an 
extension of US imperialist interests, the inter-
ests of the imperial bourgeoisie. But Giraldi 
cannot see this.

Instead his first thought proffered is, 
“Jewish power in the United States.” This is 
nonsense, this is nothing but anti-Semitism. Do 
we imagine that should Israeli and US inter-
ests diverge, the Israeli interests would win out, 
thanks to the infl uence of this alleged “Jewish 
power?” Of course not! If Israeli state inter-
ests were to diverge – and as Marxists we must 
surely understand “Israeli state interests” to 
mean the interests of the minority of the Israeli 
ruling class, and not of the masses of working 
people – US imperialism would immediately 
seek to crush this turn to independence, as they 
have done everywhere else.

After making this analysis by reading the 
article without further context, I naturally 
investigated further – maybe I was overreact-
ing! But no, the author Giraldi is a former CIA 
offi cer and although he may criticise US policy, 
he does not do so from a progressive stand-
point. He has the world outlook one would 
expect of a CIA offi cer. He has written dozens 
of articles for “The American Conservative!” I 
should not be surprised his analysis is contrary 
to Marxism.

His anti-Semitism is much more overt in 

some other articles, and it is clear he does not 
believe that anything bad in the world proceeds 
from within the US state, no, it’s all thanks to 
“Jewish Power” (and in other articles he capi-
talises the P.)

If we want to know what Giraldi means 
by “Jewish Power,” we can ask the man him-
self. From his article entitled “Understanding 
Jewish Power” (also available on Information 
Clearing House at www.informationclearing-
house.info/49628.htm):

“It does not take a genius to fi gure out that 
the United States is deeply involved in a series 
of seemingly endless wars pitting it against 
predominantly Muslim nations even though 
Washington has no vital interests at stake in 
places like Syria, Libya and Iraq. [!] Who is 
driving the process and benefi ting? Israel is 
clearly the intended benefi ciary of a coordi-
nated effort mounted by more than 600 Jewish 
organizations in the US that have at least as 
part of their programs the promotion and pro-
tection of Israel.”

“Heavily armed Israeli settlers run amok 
on the West Bank, beating and killing Arabs 
and destroying their livelihoods. That is 
what Israel and its Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu are all about and that is precisely 
the kind of a nation that America should not 
want to become, [!] but unfortunately the role 
of Washington as Israel’s obedient poodle [!] 
has our once great country [!] moving in the 
wrong direction. [!!] This has all been brought 
about by Jewish Power and it is time to wake 
up to that fact and address it squarely. [!!!]”

This is pure anti-Semitism. We cannot 
allow the waters to be muddied between anti-
Zionism and anti-Semitism. Blurring the lines 
between these two things is a well known 
Zionist propaganda tactic, as well as a fascist 
one. What ideological leg do we have to stand 
on if we commit the error ourselves!

This anti-Semitism was not overt in the 
article published in the Guardian and I can 
understand why a casual reader might miss it 
– based on the contents of the published article 

alone, I could have given the author the ben-
efi t of the doubt as simply being sloppy. But 
we cannot afford to be merely casual readers. 
I read closely, I sensed an incorrect analysis, 
I made further investigation, my analytical 
intuition turned out to be correct. I hope other 
comrades acted similarly. This degree of scru-
tiny must especially apply to articles from non-
socialist sources.

I hope you’ll excuse my tone, and know 
that my critique is coming from a friendly place 
(although certainly not friendly to Giraldi). 
I am a young Party member and while I was 
at fi rst reluctant to be too assertive in stating 
my case on this issue, I have seen a disturb-
ing growth in anti-Semitic and fascist views 
(with both pro- and “anti”- Zionist forms) 
amongst many sections of young people, and 
am increasingly forced to be aware that com-
batting these views and being well informed 
on the issue should be something we prioritise.
Seamus Carey is a member of CPA Perth 
Branch. 

Australia

Taking sides
The following Maritime Union 
resolution on Venezuela was 
passed unanimously:

This monthly meeting of the 
Maritime Union of Australia 
Sydney Branch, a Division of the 
CFMMEU (Construction Forestry 
Maritime Mining Energy Union), 
held on Tuesday January 29, 2019, 
condemns the Australian govern-
ment in its decision to recognise 
the unelected Juan Guaido as the 
interim President of Venezuela. 
The Australian government’s 
support for the self-appointed 
Venezuelan President in Charge, 
Juan Guaido is an act of anti-
democratic bastardry, interna-
tional criminality and grand 
political opportunism.

Supporting Guaido is the same 
as supporting General Augusto 
Pinochet’s assassination and over-
throw of democratically elected 
Chilean President Salvador Allende. 
The two events are joined in a his-
torical lineage of US manufactured 
coups against people’s govern-
ments, not just throughout Latin 
America, but around the world.

The United States, acting as the 
economic hitmen of global capital-
ism, is carrying on its ignominious 

history and right-wing celebrated 
tradition of freedom and democracy 
for the elite and privileged and forc-
ing capitalist dictatorship against 
the rest of us.

The unelected US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo asked the world 
to pick a side. The MUA Sydney 
Branch has chosen our side, and 
it is with the people of Venezuela 
and their elected President Nicolas 
Maduro. The working class of 
Venezuela have suffered tremen-
dously as a consequence of US 
intervention, economic crises, insta-
bility due to poor policy settings, 
capitalist sabotage and corruption.

This will never be fi xed by 
investing and injecting more impe-
rialism and foreign intervention into 
Venezuelan society but only through 
working class democracy and self-
determination of the Venezuelan 
people. We see, as those before us 
have seen, the dire consequences 
of the empty and shallow rhetoric 
of liberal democratic leaders whose 
regime change semantics results 
in catastrophic failed states. The 
people of Latin America have suf-
fered enough American freedom 
and democracy, resulting in exploi-
tation, cultural theft and disaster 
capitalism, they need their own 

course, one set out bravely by the 
Venezuelan working class.

The Maritime Union of 
Australia has always chosen the side 
of the oppressed and fought against 
the oppressors. We chose our side 
against Pinochet, we chose our side 
against the Greek Junta, we chose 
our side against apartheid in South 
Africa and in Palestine, all of these 
crimes have been supported by the 
same people who are supporting the 
overthrow of Venezuelan democ-
racy and President Maduro.

We condemn the Australian 
government, we condemn all who 
support the anti-democratic forces 
in Venezuela, throughout Latin 
America and the rest of the world.

We throw our entire support 
behind the people of Venezuela and 
support their democratic will and 
emancipation through self-deter-
mination. We support President 
Nicolas Maduro as the elected 
President of Venezuela as we sup-
port the strengthening and consoli-
dation of the Bolivarian Revolution 
and the working class struggle 
for socialism throughout Latin 
America.

In Solidarity
MUA Sydney Branch

Taking Issue – Seamus Carey

Power a class question

Sydney

Trivia With A Cause
Fun, facts and delicious food 

to support education projects in Palestine

Early bird tickets $30 waged/$15 unwaged till February 1
Second release tickets waged $35/unwaged $20 till sold out

6:00 pm Friday February 22
Gumbramorra Hall – Addison Road 

Community Centre
142 Addison Road Marrickville

Book on trybooking.com/book/event?eid=455784&

Organised by Friends of Hebron

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Venezuela & GazaAlso solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

12:30 pm Sunday February 17
Sydney Town Hall
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Bob Treasure

Champing at the bit, the cash-strapped 
European Premier League high fl iers went 
on a spending spree purchasing players and 
coaches from across the planet, causing a 
crisis of identity for many loyal fans. Teams 
with restrictions to two or three overseas 
players were now swamped by them.

Once players, coaches and team rega-
lia remained constant, loyal, and tribal. Now 
the shifting sands of transfers, debt recovery, 
sponsorship, image promotion and the desper-
ate adjustment needed for success made teams 
almost unrecognisable ... and now fans’ loyal-
ties also began to grow fi ckle. It’s hard to pin a 
loyalty badge on constant fl ux!

Some argued that the importation of expen-
sive foreign players lifted the quality of the 
sport and that meant “success” i.e. debt recov-
ery, or “keeping the dogs at bay” (survival of 
the club) which provided fans with the ability 
to watch their team’s beautiful skills and appre-
ciate a higher quality of play. Or did it?

Increasingly the cost of actually attend-
ing sporting events has risen, often beyond an 
average family’s means. Partly because attrac-
tions like comfortable seats, luridly dressed-up 
pre-and half-time entertainment as well as col-
ourful pyrotechnics are expensive to provide, 
but mainly because of the personnel cost of 
maintaining a competitive team (buying play-
ers, trainers, fi tness technicians, physios, psy-
chologists etc etc).

It is arguably cheaper and more comfort-
able to sit at home and watch your favour-
ite sport on large screen TV, with close-ups, 
“expert commentary” and replays of every cru-
cial event, along with time-saving record/play-
back facilities.

Thus there is a trend now being entrenched, 
of gradual decline in overall attendance 
at all Australian sporting events (Bureau 
of Statistics). Of course, the “big ticket” 
events such as Grand Finals, State of Origin, 
Melbourne Cup and the Australian Open, can 
always boast record attendances and “great 
atmosphere” because of the hype surround-
ing them with the corresponding ratings hikes 

and ads bonanzas. It is all dressed-up Bread 
and Circuses, complete with conga-lines of 
A-Lister celebrities in attendance.

Yet at the crucial base-level, the subur-
ban and town-level nurseries of talent and the 
hardly-noticed minor league matches, support, 
engagement, involvement and enjoyment – all 
are languishing.

The Corruption of Sport
Some years ago scandal erupted around 

FIFA’s allocation of the soccer World Cup to 
Russia and Qatar. Much wealth and prestige 
comes to a nation hosting the football World 
Cup – it is the most watched event on global 
television (3.572 billion for the Russian World 
Cup – over half the world’s population). Money 
had changed hands and Football Federation 
Australia too, was implicated in using some 
$5 million of its futile $46 million bid to bribe 
members of the Hosting Committee.

Funnily enough, US agencies (mainly the 
FBI) carried out the investigation into FIFA 
corruption – Sepp Blatter and his cronies were 
given their marching orders with much out-
raged fl im-fl am, but Russia and Qatar held 
their right to host the World Cup while the 
much greater corruption continued all around.

Watching the World Cup in Russia, it was 
noticeable that garish and ever-present new
sponsors now appeared at every game: the red 
and yellow garbed McDonalds kiddies escorted 
the players onto the fi eld and Budweiser beer 
ads fi lled each stadium. These were on top 
of the already dominant Coca-Cola and Visa 
sponsors, making the US mega-companies’ 
presence there ominous. Sure enough, the 
announcement came through during the course 
of the tournament: the USA would host the 
2026 World Cup.

Soccer’s Association Football is not a 
major part of the American sporting calendar. 
The US had already hosted the World Cup in 
1994, and had hosted numerous summer and 
winter Olympics. There were many other coun-
tries: Morocco, China, Japan, Iran, Chile and 
yes, Australia, who had a “culture” of football 
and an entitlement to host for the fi rst time, yet 
there was no uproar, no challenge, no claim to 

injustice – the power of empire had made the 
decision for 2026 a foregone conclusion.

Corruption in modern sport is a lot more 
insidious than a few greedy administrators, 
dodgy cricket bookies or poorly-behaved footy 
boofheads – it is now endemic, in the blood 
and the thinking of every sports offi cial in the 
country, anxious to promote their fi xture, their 
club, their sport, their “brand” in the only way 
allowed to them: wedded to capitalist investors 
bent on success, or more honestly, profi t.

Capitalism has always seen competitive 
sports as its own expression: Social Darwinism 
in action, where the strong devour the weak 
and national leagues succumb to World Cup 
matches being played every week, in dis-
tant venues that can only be (conveniently) 
televised.

So it should come as no surprise that our 
current “Summer of Sport” appears to us in 
very limited, controlled fashion. Australian 
Open Tennis is now owned by the 9 Network, 
which clearly prefers American expert com-
mentary to our own humble brand – Nine has 
always had a tendency to “Make America 
Great”, regardless of reality. Our cricket 
is confusingly divided between Test, One 
Day International and Big Bash categories, 
with some being unavailable on ‘free-to-air’ 
television.

Even more galling is the fact that Socceroo 
matches in the Asian Cup are totally restricted 
to Foxtel pay-for-view and don’t even get a 
replay on free-to-air. This is because our craven 
Federal government has now decided the cri-
teria to ensure “events of national importance 
and cultural signifi cance” no longer apply to 
Australia’s national football team, current hold-
ers of the Asian Cup!

It is clear that Murdoch’s political clout 
extends way beyond his New York head-
quarters and that this feat has been achieved 
through buying global sports. Once News Corp 
sought dominance through sex and scandal, but 
by 1996 the strategy had changed, as Murdoch 
informed his shareholders: “Sport absolutely 
overpowers fi lm and everything else in the 
entertainment genre ...”

And so Murdoch has sold his fi lm interests 

to Disney and poured more into sports and pay 
TV news. The course ahead is no mystery: 
hook viewers with sport, brainwash with hate-
fear news, keep the world turning in a right-
ward political direction, maintain infl uence. 
There is a strong correlation of pay TV news 
expansion and western societies’ tearing them-
selves apart with resurgent nationalist/populist/
racist impulse politics.

Fighting Back
Securing exclusive rights does not guaran-

tee success, however. When England Cricket 
handed the Ashes series to pay television in 
2009, their audience fell from 8 million free-
to-air to 2 million, and fell further in 2013 to 
1.3 million. Evidence exists of similar declines 
happening here.

Australians are well aware of the politi-
cal intentions of Murdoch and his corporate 
ilk’s exploitative “paywalls” and they have 
resisted immense pressure to sign up. Many 
have given up their allegiances to their favour-
ite teams and headed to their local grounds for 
a fair dinkum game, or given up altogether on 
the over-staged and dramatised soap operas 
that high-level sports are coming to – hence 
the drop in participation mentioned at the start 
of this article.

Many have sought refuge in quiet and per-
sonal pursuits such as walking and jogging, 
running in the “City to Surf”, cycling etc etc, 
and many are pursuing the personal challenges 
of gym-fi tness, itself a boom industry in the 
suburbs.

Yet it is diffi cult to see our overall national 
fitness and health improving to any great 
degree when reliant on such casual, individual-
ised and subjective exercise. All too frequently, 
the lack of social pressure and inspiration 
means that such pursuits become fads, lacking 
lifelong commitment.

One thing’s for sure: both our national 
health as well as our beloved sports will surely 
be ruined if we continue on this corrosively 
destructive path of “bigger, more professional, 
more expensive, more alienated” capitalist 
sport. 

Australia

Capitalism and Sport – Part 2

Sport as commodity
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Steve Katsineris

The USA has for a long time promoted 
itself as a mediator in the Palestine confl ict 
and has tried many times to impose a peace 
process on the region. Yet despite this the 
US has repeatedly exposed its bias by again 
and again blocking any criticism or meas-
ures against Israel at the UN.

This support of Israeli policies has allowed 
Israel to continue to defy with impunity long 
standing UN resolutions that demand among 
other things, that Israel withdraw from occu-
pied Palestinian territories, stop the construc-
tion of illegal Israeli settlements on subjugated 
Palestinian land and permit the return of 
Palestinian refugees.

The US has continued this pattern of pro-
moting peace talks, but repeatedly supporting 
Israel and shielding it from justifi ed censure 
in the United Nations and other international 
forums. One such instance was on February 
18, 2011, when the US government vetoed a 
Security Council resolution condemning all 
Israeli settlements established since 1967 in the 
Palestinian territories as illegal. The resolution 
was co-sponsored by over 120 of the UN’S 192 
member states and the other 14 members of the 
Security Council.

Illegal settlements
The UN resolution would have again 

condemned illegal Israeli settlements and 
demanded an immediate halt to all settlement 
building; the US action angered Arab countries 
and Palestinian supporters around the world. 
The 14 other Security Council members voted 
in favour of the resolution in the vote, refl ect-
ing the wide support for the Palestinian-backed 
draft which had over 100 co-sponsors. The 
veto represented the US government’s fi rst for 
a Security Council resolution under the admin-
istration of President Barak Obama.

The Palestinians insisted they would not 
resume peace talks until Israel halted its set-
tlement building in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, which they want recognised as a 
capital. Israeli-Palestinian peace talks collapsed 
just weeks after they restarted in September 
that year because Israel ended a 10-month mor-
atorium on settlement construction.

Right from the start the creation of the 
state of Israel was a key project of the USA. 
In November 1947, the US used extraordinary 
diplomatic, political and economic pressure on 
various countries to support a policy of parti-
tioning Palestine into Jewish and Arab states. 
The US exerted the most intense force on 
Haiti, Liberia, the Philippines, China, Ethiopia, 
Greece and France among others to get them to 
vote for partition.

Partition
The United Nations voted on November 29 

that year and the partition plan was approved 
by 33 votes to 13, with 10 abstentions. The 
United States was the leading promoter of par-
tition and exerted the full weight of its infl u-
ence, so that the resolution was passed.

The practical effect of the US policy on 
Palestine, with the UN’s wealthiest and most 
powerful member state putting extraordinary 
pressure on other countries was to have the 
Palestinians lose over 60 percent of their coun-
try in terms of area, including their only port, 
Haifa, as well as Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

Following the partition resolution Arab 
protests and rebellion broke out in Palestine. 
The Palestinian population were left to face 
the harsh power of a strong, well-armed mili-
tary and paramilitary force of the Zionist state. 

Due in large part to American policies, the 
Palestinian Arabs were about to begin their 
ordeal of dispossession, displacement and for 
many exile.

US-Israel nexus
For Israel, US military and political assist-

ance is a crucial Israeli lifeline. The reality is 
that the USA remains Israel’s staunchest ally 
and the support that Israel receives from the 
US is not just political and diplomatic, but the 
US also provides extensive military and eco-
nomic assistance. In fact, the USA contributes 
massive economic and military aid, an esti-
mated $5 billion** annually to Israel in vari-
ous diverse forms.

Israel’s reliance on US assistance have 
grown steadily since the 1974 Yom Kippur 
war, which exhausted Israel’s military stock-
piles and left the country under a huge burden 
of debt. In the three years following the war, 
the United States poured around $4.6 billion 
in military aid into the Israeli Defence Forces, 
more than triple the total for the previous 25 
years of Israel’s existence. Economic aid from 
the US grew at an equivalent rate.

This increased again in 1979, as part of the 
Camp David peace accords between Israel and 
Egypt. During this period, the bulk of Israel’s 
military aid was provided in the form of long-
term loans guaranteed by the US government. 
Most US loan recipients must repay those debts 
within 10 years. Israel was given 30 years.

Shaking off
In 1987, 20 years after Israel took over 

the Palestinian territories in the 1967 Six-Day 
War, massive protests erupted across the occu-
pied territories. In the then Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip, the fi rst demonstrations of the 
Palestinian uprising (the Intifada or “shaking 
off” in Arabic*) began one day after an Israeli 
military vehicle crashed into a truck carry-
ing Palestinian workers in the Jabalia refu-
gee camp in Gaza, killing four and wounding 
ten. Palestinians were enraged by the incident 
and on December 9 they took to the streets 
in protest, burning tyres, throwing rocks and 
Molotov cocktails at Israeli police and troops.

In Jabalia, an Israeli army patrol car fi red 
on Palestinian demonstrators throwing stones, 
killing a 17-year-old and wounding 16 others. 
Half a million Palestinians took to the streets to 
demand an end to the Israeli occupation. And 
80,000 Israeli soldiers were sent into Gaza 
against the uprising. The next day, crack Israeli 
paratroopers armed with US weapons shot and 
killed Palestinian protesters. Instead of quelling 
the protests the rebellion spread to the Israeli-
occupied West Bank.

As Israel tried to crush the emerging 
Palestinian uprising in the West Bank and 
Gaza, the US Congress also moved quickly and 
overwhelmingly approved a $3 billion package 
of military and economic aid for Israel. The 
aid measures, which included several major 
items sought by the Israel lobby, were swiftly 
approved as part of a huge spending bill.

Billions for Zionists
On December 22, 1987, the US Congress 

passed provisions that expanded US aid to 
Israel by agreeing to refinance Israel’s $9 
billion debt to reduce its interest rates. The 
measure saved Israel as much as $2 billion 
in interest payments. In addition, Israel was 
granted its traditional $3 billion in economic 
and military funds, allowed to use $150 mil-
lion of its military aid on an advanced air-
craft research and development program in the 
United States and to use another $400 million 

of its military funding for defence procurement 
in Israel. Israel also received an additional $5 
million for US-Israel cooperative aid and $25 
million for refugee resettlement.

Direct military and economic foreign aid to 
Israel is over $3 billion a year. In addition the 
US provides Israel with about another $3 bil-
lion in indirect military and economic funding. 
Israel receives about one third, over 30 per-
cent of the US foreign aid budget. In recent 
years the amount of economic assistance has 
decreased and military aid increased. Each 
year the total level of such funding increases 
though; in 2010 US direct aid rose by $225 
million. And Israel was permitted to spend up 
to 25 percent of the over $3 billion for military 
purchases from Israeli manufacturers with the 
remaining 75 percent to be spent on military 
hardware made in the US, an innovative way 
the US helps its own arms trade industry.

Enabling occupation
It is this huge supply of US armaments, 

technology and fi nance which plays a vital role 
in giving Israel the capacity to maintain the 
occupation of the Palestinian territories, con-
tinue to build and expand Israeli settlements 
on Palestinian land and repress the Palestinian 
people’s struggle. This also gives Israel the 
ability to launch military attacks against the 
Palestinian Resistance in the Palestinian ter-
ritories, and in Lebanon.

Almost half the offi cial aid to Israel con-
sists of special grants or instantaneously for-
given loans. Military transactions constitute 
two thirds of this assistance. The economic 

lifeline between the US and Israel is indispen-
sable in providing at no cash cost the weapons 
Israel could not buy elsewhere. When it comes 
to debt servicing these military “sales”, Israel 
can service this debt only in the formal sense 
that these instalments are paid when due. But 
in reality, these instalments are funded through 
new US aid supplied each year. 

Israel also receives funds through the US 
Defence Budget, for instance, it was provided 
with over $I billion in grants since 1986 for 
joint military projects like the Arrow Missile 
project. The US also gave further funds for 
other projects in Israel, including $53 mil-
lion for the Boost Phase Intercept program 
and $139 million for the Tactical High Energy 
Laser program.

In addition, special consideration is given 
to Israel in other areas. Discount and dispensa-
tion aid is another tier of economic assistance. 
Some weapons transferred to Israel are deliber-
ately under-invoiced at special discount prices. 
There is also extensive support for Israeli uni-
versities and research institutions funded by 
the US Department of Education and other 
US agencies, which total almost $100 million 
per year. The US also provides export conces-
sions, as Israel is designated as a “develop-
ing country” by the US, despite its high per 
capita income, which accords Israel reduced 
or non-existent tariffs on exports to the USA. 
Consequently, 96 percent of Israel’s $1 billion 
exports to the USA enter free of tariffs.

Joint interests
In May 2017, US President Donald Trump 

added to the already generous funding granted 
to Israel by the former Obama administra-
tion. The US government promised to main-
tain Israel’s qualitative advantage in the Middle 
East and Israeli Premier Netanyahu revealed, 
just before Donald Trump’s visit, that “the US 
added another $75 million to the aid pack-
age for Israel’s missile defence program.” So, 
while the Trump administration carried out 
budget and foreign aid cuts, Israel as usual was 
exempt from these.

The relationship between the USA and 
Israel serves the joint national interests of both 
countries. The US needs a western military 
outpost in the strategic region. Israel serves 
the US interests by providing an ally to help 

Magazine

Israel – living and killing on US

The practical effect of the US policy on 
Palestine was to have the Palestinians lose 
over 60 percent of their country in terms 
of area, including their only port, Haifa, 
as well as Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

Palestinian woman holds up the key to her demolished house.
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the US maintain control of the region and to 
guard the oil resources and supply lines of the 
Middle East.

The US provides the military and eco-
nomic backing Israel needs to remain a domi-
nant regional military and economic force, to 
maintain its rule over the territory it has occu-
pied and to intervene in the surrounding region 
when necessary to defend its interests and that 
of its powerful partner.

In summary
Israel is the largest recipient of US foreign 

aid in US history. And US aid approximates 
almost one half of Israel’s national income. 
The huge extent of the military and economic 
support given to Israel makes the state very 
dependent on the US. The amount of aid to 
Israel was relatively small in 1949, but in the 
late 1960s this was increased considerably, 
climbing to $2.6 billion in 1974 and growing 
each year since.

From 1949 to 2007, Israel received more 
than $156 billion in US aid. This support has 
made Israel one of the top fi ve arms export-
ers in the world and the Israeli army the fourth 
most powerful in the world.

This massive military and economic assist-
ance provided by the USA funds the ongoing 
illegal occupation of Palestine, the increasing 
expansion of Israeli settlements and the gross 
human rights violations against the Palestinian 
people. If there was ever a case of foreign 
aid sustaining occupation and oppression and 
funding invasions and mass killings, then this 
is it.

Israel’s colonial, illegal settlement projects 
in the occupied territories could not be built 
without this essential US backing. So, despite 
the US asserting that it wants to mediate to 
help resolve the Palestine confl ict, its enor-
mous sponsorship of Israel clearly exposes 
its deceit and utter hypocrisy on this issue. 
Consequently, it is in fact the USA that is the 
real obstacle to ending the occupation and 
achieving peace and a just solution.
* In the six years of the Palestinian uprising, 
known as the First Intifada between 1987 and 
1993 over 1,300 Palestinians were killed, 
120,000 wounded and 600,000 jailed.
** All amounts US dollars. 

Garikai Chengu

The fact that for America the issue in 
Venezuela is oil, not democracy, will sur-
prise only those who watch the news and 
ignore history. Venezuela has the world’s 
largest oil reserves on the planet.

America seeks control of Venezuela 
because it sits atop the strategic intersection 
of the Caribbean, South and Central American 
worlds. Control of the nation has always been a 
remarkably effective way to project power into 
these three regions and beyond.

From the fi rst moment former president 
Hugo Chávez took offi ce, the United States has 
been trying to overthrow Venezuela’s socialist 
movement by using sanctions, coup attempts, 
and funding the opposition parties. After all, 
there is nothing more undemocratic than a coup 
d’état. United Nations Human Rights Council 
Special Rapporteur, Alfred de Zayas, has rec-
ommended that the International Criminal 
Court investigate economic sanctions against 
Venezuela as a possible crime against humanity 
perpetrated by America.

Over the past fi ve years, American sanc-
tions have cut Venezuela off from most 
fi nancial markets, which have caused local 
oil production to plummet. Consequently, 
Venezuela has experienced the largest decline 
in living standards of any country in recorded 
Latin American history.

Prior to US sanctions, socialism in 
Venezuela had reduced inequality and poverty 
whilst pensions expanded. President Chávez 
funnelled Venezuela’s oil revenues into social 
spending such as free+6 healthcare, educa-
tion, subsidised food networks, and housing 
construction.

In order to fully understand why America 
is waging economic war on the people of 
Venezuela one must analyse the historical rela-
tionship between the petrodollar system and 
Sanctions of Mass Destruction.

Prior to the 20th century, the value of 
money was tied to gold. When banks lent 
money they were constrained by the size of 
their gold reserves. But in 1971, President 
Richard Nixon took the country off the gold 
standard: Nixon and Saudi Arabia came to an 
Oil-For-Dollars agreement that would affect 
the course of history. Under this petrodollar 
agreement the only currency that Saudi Arabia 
could sell its oil in was the US dollar. The 
Saudi Kingdom would in turn ensure that its 
oil profi ts fl ow back into US government treas-
uries and US banks.

In exchange, the US pledged to provide the 
Saudi Royal family’s regime with military pro-
tection and military hardware.

This meant access to oil-defi ned 20th-cen-
tury empires and the petrodollar agreement was 
the key to the ascendancy of the United States 
as the world’s sole superpower. America’s war 
machine runs on, is funded by, and exists in 
protection of oil.

Threats by any nation to undermine the 
petrodollar system are viewed by Washington 
as tantamount to a declaration of war against 
the United States of America.

Within the last two decades Iraq, Iran, 
Libya and Venezuela have all threatened to sell 
their oil in other currencies. Consequently, they 
have all been subject to crippling US sanctions.

Over time the petrodollar system spread 
beyond oil and the US dollar slowly but surely 
became the reserve currency for global trades 
in most commodities and goods. This system 
allows the US to maintain its position of domi-
nance as the world’s only superpower, despite 
being a staggering $23 trillion in debt.

With billions of dollars worth of miner-
als in the ground and with the world’s larg-
est oil reserves, Venezuela should not only be 
wealthy, but her people the envy of the devel-
oping world. But the nation is essentially broke 
because US sanctions have cut them off from 
the international fi nancial system and cost the 
economy US$6 billion over the last fi ve years. 
Without sanctions, Venezuela could recover 
easily by collateralising some of its abundant 
resources or its US$8 billion of gold reserves, 
in order to get the loans necessary to kick-start 
their economy.

Sanctions are clearly the 21st century’s 
deadliest weapon of mass destruction.

In 2001, the US administration told us that 
Iraq had weapons of mass destruction; Iraq was 
a terrorist state; Iraq was tied to Al Qaeda. In 
fact, the US already knew that the only weap-
ons of mass destruction that Saddam had were 
not nuclear in nature, but rather chemical and 
biological. The only reason they knew this in 
advance was because America sold the weap-
ons to Saddam to use on Iran in 1991.

What the US administration did not tell us 
was that Saddam Hussein used to be a strong 
ally of the United States. The main reason for 
toppling Saddam and putting sanctions on 
the people of Iraq was the fact that Iraq had 
ditched the Dollar-For-Oil sales.

Over the last fi ve years, sanctions have 
caused Venezuelan per capita incomes to drop 
by 40 percent, which is a decline similar to 
that of war torn Iraq and Syria at the height of 
their armed confl icts. Millions of Venezuelans 
have had to fl ee the country. Under Chávez, 
Venezuela had a policy of welcoming refu-
gees. President Chávez turned Venezuela into 
the wealthiest society in Latin America with 
the best income equality.

Another much vilifi ed leader who used 
oil wealth to enrich his people, only to be put 
under severe sanctions, is Muammar Gaddafi . 
In 1967 Colonel Gaddafi  inherited one of the 
poorest nations in Africa; however, by the 
time he was assassinated, Gaddafi  had turned 
Libya into Africa’s wealthiest nation. Perhaps, 
Gaddafi ’s greatest crime, in the eyes of NATO, 
was his quest to quit selling Libyan oil in US 
dollars and denominate crude sales in a new 
gold backed common African currency. In fact, 

in August 2011, President Obama confi scated 
US$30 billion from Libya’s Central Bank, 
which Gaddafi  had earmarked for the estab-
lishment of an African Central Bank and the 
African gold-backed Dinar currency.

Africa has the fastest growing oil industry 
in the world and oil sales in a common African 
currency would have been especially devastat-
ing for the American dollar, the US economy, 
and particularly the elite in charge of the pet-
rodollar system.

It is for this reason that President Clinton 
signed the now infamous Iran-Libya Sanctions 
Act, which the United Nations Children’s Fund 
said caused widespread suffering among civil-
ians by “severely limiting supplies of fuel, 
access to cash, and the means of replenish-
ing stocks of food and essential medications.” 
Clearly, US sanctions are weapons of mass 
destruction.

Not so long ago, Iraq and Libya were the 
two most modern and secular states in the 
Middle East and North Africa, with the high-
est regional standards of living. Nowadays, 
US military intervention and economic sanc-
tions have turned Libya and Iraq into two of 
the world’s most failed nations.

“They want to seize Libya’s oil and they 
care nothing about the lives of the Libyan 
people,” remarked Chávez during the Western 
intervention in Libya in 2011.

In September 2017, President Maduro 
made good on Chávez’s promise to list oil sales 
in Yuan rather than the US dollar. Weeks later 
Trump signed a round of crippling sanctions on 
the people of Venezuela.

Last week US national security adviser 
John Bolton announced new sanctions that 
essentially steal US$7 billion from Venezuela’s 
state-owned oil company.

The US media is unquestionably the most 
corrupt institution in America. The nation’s 
media may quibble about Trump’s domestic 
policies but when it comes to starting wars 
for oil abroad they sing in remarkable unison. 
Fox News, CNN and the New York Times all 
cheered the nation into war in Iraq over fi c-
titious weapons of mass destruction, whilst 
the US was actually using sanctions of mass 
destruction on the Iraqi people. They did it 
in Libya and now they are doing it again in 
Venezuela. Democracy and freedom have 
always been the smoke screen in front of capi-
talist expansion for oil, and the Western media 
owns the smoke machine. Economic war-
fare has long since been under way against 
Venezuela but military warfare is now looming.

Today, the largest US export is the US 
dollar. Any nation like Venezuela that threat-
ens that export is met with the second largest 
US export: weapons, chief amongst which are 
sanctions of mass destruction.
Globalresearch.ca 

Magazine

S aid Sanctions of 
mass destruction
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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
who came to the Trump adminis-
tration from the Tea Party wing 
of the Republicans, announced 
today that the president is sus-
pending US participation in the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty and is beginning the 
process of total US withdrawal in 
six months.

Trump himself accused Russia 
today of covertly developing and 
fielding a missile system prohib-
ited by the treaty, but neither he nor 
Pompeo presented any evidence to 
back up the claim.

The INF treaty Trump is can-
celling is particularly worrisome 
because, since it was signed by 
President Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
Communist Party General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachev in December 
1987, the Soviet Union and now 
Russia and the United States have 
not been allowed to possess any 
land-based cruise missiles that can 
strike within a range of 310 to 3,410 
miles. The deal was made to prevent 
such missiles from being deployed 
in Europe.

There were no such Soviet mis-
siles in Europe at the time of the 
treaty signing, and there have been 
no such Russian missiles in Europe 
since then. (At the time of the treaty 
signing, the former Soviet Union, 
unlike the US, did not deploy nuclear 
weapons outside of its own territory. 
The US, however, stationed such 
missiles in other countries, includ-
ing in what was then West Germany.)

The only outside weapons of 
any type today in European coun-
tries, including the former social-
ist countries, are NATO weapons, 
among which are tanks and planes 
from the US. NATO, in violation 
of agreements made at the end of 
the Cold War, has moved weapons 

into all the countries from which 
the Soviet Union withdrew its 
forces, including Poland, the Czech 
Republic, and Hungary. US weapons 
have even been deployed in places 
like Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia, 
countries that were actually part of 
the Soviet Union itself.

Showing once again that NATO 
is fully controlled by the United 
States, the organisation said in a 
statement made almost immediately 
after the Trump announcement kill-
ing the treaty, that “the allies fully 
support this action.”

The dangerous scuttling of the 
treaty begs the obvious question: 
Is Washington laying the ground-
work for its own deployment of such 
nuclear ground-based missiles either 
in Europe or someplace else in the 
near future? Or is it planning devel-
opment of other weapons that would 
violate the treaty, either in Europe or 
elsewhere?

The media has largely fallen for 
the line that there are people in the 
Pentagon who are “reasonable” and 
upon whom we can rely for protec-
tion against the excesses of President 
Trump. The scuttling of this historic 
treaty is just another piece of evi-
dence that nothing can be further 
from the truth. Trump continues 
the long-held US policy of feeding 
its war machine and thereby keep-
ing the generals happy. He has allo-
cated them, with the agreement of 
Congress, the largest military budget 
in history. It includes money to 
modernise and upgrade the nuclear 
arsenal.

Unfortunately, the long drum-
beat about how dangerous Russia 
is because of its interference in the 
2016 elections has contributed to 
making it more difficult to build 
opposition to things like ending a 
nuclear arms deal with that coun-
try. The line pushed by some of the 
militarists is that Russia is the main 

threat to America, so possibly it’s not 
so bad that we re-start the arms race.

It’s necessary for our secu-
rity, they say, and with the continu-
ing “Russiagate” scandal around 
the last elections, many including 
Democrats, have fallen into that trap.

Trump’s recent announcement 
that he was pulling out of Syria, for 
example, was portrayed by many lib-
erals as some type of present for his 
pal Vladimir Putin. First of all, other 
than propaganda points, Russia has 
nothing much to gain from the US 
pulling out of Syria. It has its own 
long-standing problems with ISIS 
and extremist right-wing fundamen-
talist Islamists and can use all the 
help it can get fi ghting them. Second, 

and perhaps more important, Trump 
never really intended to get out of 
Syria anyway, as he has shown since 
the announcement.

Likewise, despite his railing 
against NATO, including his threats 
to pull out unless other countries 
“pay up,” he has shown with his 
moves to kill the INF treaty, that 
NATO policy is Trump policy when 
it comes to carrying out imperialist 
aims around the world.

We have only to look at 
Venezuela where Trump has stepped 
up the long-standing US attacks on 
that country with his national secu-
rity adviser John Bolton laying it 
bare when he said this week how 
nice it would be to have US oil 

companies managing the fl ow of oil 
out of that country.

Following right behind him in 
full support of overthrowing the 
elected government in Venezuela 
was the rest of NATO. All of 
Trump’s complaints against it aside, 
NATO is the willing accomplice to 
US foreign policy. If the US milita-
rists ever got rid of NATO, they’d 
have to replace it with something 
similar or even worse.

When it comes to carrying out 
imperialist foreign policy, including 
killing a treaty that has prevented 
nuclear war, the shots are called in 
Washington, not in Belgium or any-
where else in Europe.
People’s World 

Trump endangers peace by 
cancelling nuclear arms deal 
with Russia

Is Washington laying the groundwork for its 
own deployment of such nuclear ground-based 

missiles either in Europe or someplace else?

International

Politics in the Pub Perth presents

Participatory Democracy
6-8 pm Thursday February 21

43 Below Bar and Restaurant
43 Barrack St Corner Hay St Mall Perth CBD

Get fi rst hand information on Cuban democracy from volunteers 
who just returned from Cuba after participating in the Southern Cross solidarity brigade to Cuba.

They witnessed people participation in the decision making process at all levels. 
Cuba is updating its Constitution through a process in which the population got involved. 

The draft Constitution will be put to a referendum on February 24. 
What can we learn from Cuban participatory democracy?

Guest speakers from the 2018 solidarity brigade.

Elizabeth Hulm Secretary of ACFS 

Chaired by the CPA.

Food and drink available from the counter

For more information contact cpaperth@gmail.com or 0419 812 972

A free event
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MÉRIDA, Venezuela – Self-proclaimed 
“interim president” Juan Guaidó named 
a number of “diplomatic representatives” 
to those countries which have recognised 
him during the past week. The government 
of Nicolás Maduro, the actual president 
of Venezuela, along with its international 
allies are responding to new US oil sanc-
tions and preparing for possible military 
intervention.

Guaidó designated fellow high-profile 
opposition members Julio Borges and Carlos 
Vecchio as representatives before the Lima 
Group and Washington respectively. Both have 
been associated with violent attempts against 
the Maduro government in recent years, with 
Borges implicated by authorities in the August 
drone terrorist attack and Vecchio having 
fl ed charges including arson and instigation 
of violence in 2014. Elisa Trotta was sta-
tioned in Argentina, Orlando Viera in Canada, 
Humberto Berti in Colombia, and Rene de Sola 
in Ecuador.

Following the appointments, US Vice 
President Mike Pence held an hour-long meet-
ing with Vecchio and Borges in Washington, 
after which another call for the Venezuelan 
armed forces to rebel the Maduro government 
was made.

Despite the naming of “diplomatic repre-
sentatives” by the National Assembly presi-
dent, the international skirmishes surrounding 
Guaidó’s recognition as Venezuela’s head of 
state have continued.

New Zealand announced its refusal to go 
along with Australia and other western coun-
tries in recognising Guaidó and reaffi rmed 
its backing of President Maduro. Meanwhile, 
despite repeated appeals by the Venezuelan 
opposition, Pope Francis likewise refused to 
recognise the opposition leader, warning of his 
fears of “bloodshed.” The Vatican was repre-
sented at Maduro’s January 10 inauguration 
and continues to have diplomatic relations with 
his government.

Reports also suggest that the European 
Union has failed to achieve a consensus to 
back Guaidó, despite the key members of the 
UK, Germany, and France all doing so.

Uruguayan President Tabaré Vázquez 
revealed that EU Foreign Affairs High 
Representative Federica Mogherini called him 
to discuss the possibility of Uruguay hosting 
an international dialogue summit to resolve the 
political crisis.

Uruguay’s El Pais newspaper reported that 
“according to the President, Mogherini told 
him that ‘it is certain’ that Europe will not have 
the necessary majority to recognise Guaidó as 
interim president of Venezuela.”

Meanwhile, the pressure is growing on 
Guaidó inside Venezuela, with the country’s 
Supreme Court issuing a travel restriction 
on the National Assembly Deputy follow-
ing a request from Attorney General Tarek 

William Saab, as well as ordering the freez-
ing of his local bank accounts whilst an inves-
tigation continues into his recent actions. On 
January 25, the Associated Press reported that 
as part of the preparations for his attempted 
seizure of power, Guaidó secretly travelled 
to Washington, Colombia, and Brazil in 
mid-December.

The measures generated a vociferous 
response from the Trump administration 
Tuesday, who threatened “serious conse-
quences” should either Guaidó or any of their 
diplomatic staff be arrested.

World reacts to oil embargo
Both Venezuelan and foreign authorities 

reacted angrily to the new sanctions announced 
by Washington Monday, which amount to an 
effective embargo on Venezuelan oil.

Speaking in Caracas, President Maduro 
promised an “equal” response from nation-
alised oil company PDVSA, describing the 
sanctions – which included the freezing of 
PDVSA’s US subsidiary CITGO by US author-
ities, the prohibition of transactions using 
bonds, and a general prohibition from engag-
ing in transactions with PDVSA – as “daylight 
robbery.”

Venezuela’s Oil Minister and President of 
PDVSA Manuel Quevedo promised to take 
to international courts to overturn the sanc-
tions. “We are evaluating all options ... we 
aren’t going to allow them to take our oil and 
steal our resources,” he explained. Washington 
“must be paying the devil in oil,” he added.

For their part, China and Russia, who have 
signifi cant oil contracts with PDVSA, also 
reacted to Washington’s move, while interna-
tionally the price of oil remained steady.

Russia’s Kremlin spokesperson Dmitri 
Peskov described the restrictive measures as 
“illegal” and reinforced his government’s sup-
port for Caracas. CITGO was used as collateral 
for a loan deal with Russian state oil company 
Rosneft.

Chinese authorities also responded to the 
measures, with Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Geng Shuang claiming that they are “unilat-
eral” and that his government “opposes them.”

“Historical experience has proved that 
external interference or sanctions will only 
complicate the situation and will not help solve 
practical problems ... with sanctions leading 
to a deterioration of the people’s livelihoods 
in Venezuela, and [those who imposed them] 
should be responsible for the serious conse-
quences,” he went on to state.

Military intervention 
opposed

To accompany the international diplomatic 
and economic pressure being exerted by US 
authorities on the Venezuelan government, 
rumours of a military intervention are also cap-
turing headlines.

President Donald Trump has previously 

commented that “all options are on the table” 
when asked about such a possibility and is also 
reported to have discussed the possibility of 
“invading” Venezuela last year.

His National Security Advisor John Bolton 
was photographed at a press conference last 
week holding a notepad with the words “5,000 
troops to Colombia” written on it, increasing 
concerns that the Trump administration may 
be planning more direct military action against 
Venezuela.

Reinforcing such concerns, the US Military 
High Command is due to visit Colombia 
this week, where they plan to discuss the 
Venezuelan border. The United States pos-
sesses seven military bases in Colombia, 
including three a short distance from its east-
ern border with Venezuela.

Despite encouragement by Republican 
fi gures such as Florida Senator Marco Rubio, 
Trump has been urged against such a direct 
intervention by others within his own party. 
Republican Senator Lindsey Graham has 
reportedly warned that an invasion “could be 
problematic.”

Opposition to US sanctions and a possi-
ble military intervention have also come from 
some voices in the Democratic Party, with 
California Congressman Ro Khanna warning 
that US involvement could make “a bad situa-
tion even worse.” Minnesota Congresswoman 
Ilhan Omar has likewise been vocal in stating 
that the Trump administration’s efforts “will 
only incite violence and further destabilise the 
region.”

In response to these threats, Venezuela has 

been holding military exercises, and President 
Maduro has ordered the creation of 50,000 
popular defence units in the poor communities 
of the country within the so-called Bolivarian 
Militia.

International reaction to potential US mili-
tary action is also unlikely to be favourable.

In a recent press conference, Peru’s 
Foreign Minister Nestor Popolizio, speaking on 
behalf of the regional right-wing Lima Group 
which is backing Guaidó, explained that the 
countries which make up the bloc will not sup-
port military action against Caracas. “As the 
Lima Group, we have said that we do not sup-
port any military intervention in Venezuela,” 
he said.

Russia has also voiced its rejection of any 
possible US-led military action in Venezuela, 
with Kremlin spokesperson Dmitri Peskov stat-
ing that it would be “extremely negative.”

“Regarding military intervention in third 
countries, we have said already that such 
imprudent action would have extremely nega-
tive consequences,” he said. Peskov promised 
to “activate all possible international mecha-
nisms” to defend Venezuela’s right to self-
determination and sovereignty.

Finally, Spain’s Foreign Minister Josep 
Borrell also made similar comments, claim-
ing that his government is “radically against 
any action of this type in Venezuela. Military 
intervention is a cursed expression in Latin 
America which takes us back to times which 
no one wants to return to.”
Venezuelanalysis.com 

International

“5,000 troops to Colombia”
US threats against Venezuela increase

President Nicolás Maduro 
describing the sanctions as 

“daylight robbery.”

“Apologise!”
The funeral of a survivor of sexual 
enslavement by the Japanese 
army who became a leading 
campaigner for justice for the so-
called “comfort women” ended 
today with a rally of hundreds 
near the Japanese embassy in 
Seoul, South Korea.

Kim Bok Dong, who died aged 
92, was honoured with the yellow 
butterfl ies which are the symbol of 
the fund she created in order to help 
other victims.

They gathered near the bronze 
statue of a girl by the embassy that 
symbolises the thousands of women 
compelled to become sex slaves 
during the second world war.

Marchers chanted: “Japan for-
mally apologise!” and “Japan pro-
vide formal compensation!”

Her friend and fellow victim 
Lee Yong Su said: “I feel sorry and 
sad. We all know her voice that 
would shout during the rallies. She 
can shout no more, and she never 
received an apology.”

Despite limited expressions of 
remorse, Japan has failed to fully 
apologise or make formal repara-
tions to the women.

Campaigners say the current 
Shinzo Abe administration has gone 
backwards on the issue.

A 2015 deal involved Japan 
offering some money to assist 

victims in return for South Korea 
removing the statue commemorat-
ing them.

Seoul has not yet done, and Abe 
this month called demands for a 
fuller apology and a new agreement 
“completely unacceptable.”

His own grandfather, Nobusuke 
Kishi, was a war criminal whose 
brutality as de facto ruler of the 
puppet Manchurian state earned him 
the name “the Devil of Showa.”

He was jailed for three years 
before being “rehabilitated” by the 
US because of his anti-communist 
credentials.
Morning Star 
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For Family and 
Domestic Violence 
Leave

Workers at Thales Garden Island 
plant will have access to 10 
days paid Family and Domestic 
Violence Leave as part of a new 
EBA voted up by employees last 
week.

This makes Thales the big-
gest manufacturing workforce in 
Australia to establish the vital new 
entitlement.

The agreement will flow 
into National Thales Framework 
Agreement, meaning 3600 workers 
across the country will have access 
to this leave. Ten days paid leave is 
what front-line workers and experts 
believe is necessary to allow people 
experiencing family or domestic 

violence to escape and relocate 
themselves and their families.

The Morrison government has 
so far only granted fi ve days unpaid 
leave, which leaves workers facing 
an impossible choice between keep-
ing themselves and their families 
safe and maintaining their fi nancial 
independence or keeping their job.

No one should have to choose 
between keeping their job and escap-
ing abuse.

All workers should be entitled 
to, at a minimum, 10 days paid leave, 
this is a great step forward for all the 
workers at Thales.

We congratulate the Australian 
Manufacturing Workers Union, the 
Electrical Trades Union, the National 
Union of Workers and Professionals 
Australia who have campaigned and 
won this entitlement, and Thales for 
taking the action necessary to ensure 
that workers and their families are 
safe.

The Australian trade union 
movement is campaigning to ensure 
that everyone has access to this enti-
tlement which will save lives. The 
Morrison government is out of step 
with the evidence, the community 
support for and need for 10 days paid 
Family and Domestic Violence.

The Morrison government 
is not doing what is required to 

protect workers and their families 
from family and domestic violence. 
Five days unpaid leave is grossly 
inadequate.

We need to change the rules so 
that all workers have 10 days paid 
leave, enshrined in the National 
Employment Standards.

Michele O’Neil
ACTU

Regulate the gig 
economy
Two UberEats riders were com-
pleting a delivery when they 
were struck and killed in a hor-
rifi c crash in the Sydney suburb 
of Kingsgrove. UberEats and 
other delivery riders earn less 
than minimum wage, with some 
reporting payments as low as 
$6.67 per hour, according to a 
2018 Transport Workers’ Union 
survey. Riders work weekends 
and public holidays but earn no 
penalty rates.

An UberEats rider in WA was 
bashed to the point of possible per-
manent blindness, in the second inci-
dent of its kind since Christmas.

Food delivery riders are at high-
risk while they work, yet the federal 
government is allowing companies 

like UberEats to avoid provid-
ing insurance or protections. Two 
young people have been tragically 
killed, but there is nothing in place 
to ensure their families are compen-
sated or supported during this ter-
rible time.

We have delivery riders being 
bashed and abused, with still no 
word from the company they’re 
delivering for, or from the federal 
government, who have both failed to 
protect them.

UberEats is expanding to include 
retail partnerships.

The ATO recently announced 
tax grab plans of on-demand econ-
omy workers, while ignoring their 
wealthy employers’ tax avoidance, 
wage theft, non-payment of super-
annuation and refusal to cover them 
while they are injured or sick.

We have heard nothing from 
the federal government on a plan to 
ensure food delivery companies meet 
minimum standards for their riders. 
They’ve stayed silent on wide-scale 
wage theft and non-payment of 
super. Yet last week we heard tax 
grab plans to catch these underpaid 
delivery riders. Since then more 
riders have been violently assaulted 
and even killed, but the government 
still says nothing. That speaks vol-
umes on how this government views 

working people and whose side they 
are on.

This is the second time UberEats 
riders have been killed on the road in 
Sydney. Julien Trameaux was killed 
in November 2017. The company 
sent a fi ve-line letter of condolence 
to his loved ones.

It is alarming to see UberEats 
expanding with new retail partner-
ships without providing fair pay, 
training and safe systems for their 
riders. We’re calling on retailers to 
hold these companies to account for 
the safety of riders who will com-
plete work on their behalf.

Hundreds of riders protested 
in Sydney and Melbourne last year 
demanding rights. A survey of food 
delivery riders shows three out of 
every four riders are paid below min-
imum rates.

The rider survey also found:
• Almost 50 percent of riders had 

either been injured on the job or 
knew someone who had.

• Over 70 percent of riders said 
they should get entitlements 
such as sick leave or workers’ 
compensation.

Tony Sheldon
TWU

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

On the eve of yet another World 
Economic Forum, Zubair Sayed looks 
at how people are mobilising to find 
solutions to social problems exacerbated 
by inequality.

The world’s business and political elites will 
again cosy up to each other later this month 
at the exclusive Swiss mountain resort town 
of Davos, as the World Economic Forum 
(WEF), hosts its annual meeting. During 
the last few years inequality has been on 
their agenda – despite the irony of their 
role in fuelling it. Leading inequality econo-
mist Branko Milanovic says that Davos has 
been “singularly unsuccessful in convincing 
governments to do anything about rising 
inequality”.

The statistics on inequality are staggering 
and becoming all too familiar. Last year it was 
reported that 42 people own the same wealth 
as the poorest half of humanity. And that 
82 percent of the wealth generated in 2017 
went to the richest 1 percent of the global 
population.

Waiting for change to come from the top 
has never worked and won’t work now. But 
a much more exciting story is emerging from 
frontline organisers across the world. A story of 
the people most affected by inequality getting 
together to build collective power and force 
governments to shift policies in the interests of 
the 99 percent.

These are the frontline everyday heroes 
fi ghting inequality. Many of them are part of a 
new and growing global movement of activists 
and organisations that form part of the Fight 
Inequality Alliance. The alliance unites social 
movements, environmental groups, women’s 
rights groups, trade unions and NGOs across 
the world and believes that large-scale social 
change comes about when people, not elites, 
organise and challenge those in power.

Their stories highlight how, in many differ-
ent ways, ordinary people are coming together 
to mobilise and fi ght against inequality, and to 
fi nd solutions to social problems exacerbated 
by inequality.

The inspirational Beth Mukami from 
the Dandora slum outside Nairobi in Kenya, 
started the Dandora Community Justice Centre 
after dealing with the horror of her husband 
being killed. Her story is one of fighting 
against the odds.

Taylor lives in an Indigenous commu-
nity on the outskirts of Guadalajara, the 
second largest city in México. Her commu-
nity includes Indigenous migrants from south-
ern Mexico and Central America, that suffer 

discrimination and unemployment. She also 
experiences gender, youth and sexual diver-
sity discrimination and, to challenge the status 
quo, started – with neighbours and volunteers 
from a group called Documotora – a documen-
tary workshop to document the problems, chal-
lenges and strengths of her community.

Zambian youth activist, Mzeziti Mwanza, 
campaigns for human rights and against ine-
quality, especially for reduced inequalities in 
health care and access to education, with a 
focus on gender equality. In cities from Manila 
to Guadalajara, ordinary people will mobilise 
and gather in their thousands to demand and 
present solutions to rising inequality. They are 
demanding an end to the age of greed that has 

seen extreme wealth and power skyrocket to 
epidemic proportions.

In Mexico, the city of Guadalajara will 
host a walk called “From el Colli to Davos”. 
It starts from a hill where rural and Indigenous 
migrants settle informally, expelled from the 
city and deprived of opportunities and services 
for a better life. It will culminate with a number 
of cultural activities, including a hip-hop and 
art contest and gathering people’s demands for 
change.

In Zambia, there will be a festival in 
Shang’ombo, one of the poorest and most 
neglected districts of Zambia. The festival 
will highlight how politicians and elites make 
promises here during election campaigns and 

then forget the people, as well as people’s sto-
ries of inequality and their solutions. It will 
feature music stars Petersen Zagaze, BFlow 
and Maiko Zulu.

In Kenya, Dandora slum in Nairobi will 
play host to the Usawa Festival (or Equality 
Festival), where hip hop star Juliani will per-
form, and alliance members will create a space 
for people to bring forward their solutions to 
inequality.

Tackling inequality will take a step forward 
during that week, but it will happen because 
people are not waiting for answers, they are 
organising for change – in spite of Davos, not 
because of it.
New Internationalist 

Beyond Davos

Beth Mukami speaks with children on the street in Dandora.

Last year it was reported that 42 people own 
the same wealth as the poorest half of humanity.
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On the morning of January 15, 
1947, the body of aspiring actress 
Elizabeth Short was discovered in 
Los Angeles, California. Her body 
had been severed in two pieces, 
drained of all its blood, mutilated, 
and posed in the grass where it 
was found as if Short were taking 
a modelling photo. It was a grue-
some sight that led to a media 
frenzy but which would ultimately 
turn into a cold case, nicknamed 
the Black Dahlia, as Short’s killer 
was never brought to justice.

The new TNT (Stan in Australia) 
mini-series, I Am the Night, attempts 
to shed light on the case by bring-
ing focus to the equally strange true 
story of Fauna Hodel, the grand-
daughter of one of the main suspects 
in Short’s murder, George H Hodel. 
The crime noir style series mixes 
factual history with Hollywood folk-
lore and only begins to scratch the 
surface on the controversial story.

I Am the Night tells the story of 
Fauna Hodel (India Eisley), a teen-
age girl living in Reno, Nevada in the 
1960s. Fauna believes herself to be 
mixed race, having a Black mother 
and a white father. She lives a simple 
life, but constantly feels as though 
she doesn’t truly belong, as often 
she is mistaken for white, but identi-
fi es as Black. It is soon revealed that 
Fauna was given away at birth, and 
that she is actually the granddaughter 
of the wealthy and powerful doctor 
George H Hodel (Jefferson Mays).

As Fauna travels to Los Angeles 
to investigate the secrets of her past, 
she meets journalist Jay Singletary 
(Chris Pine). As she works with 
Singletary to discover who she really 
is, and the kind of man her grandfa-
ther was as well, it takes both char-
acters down a dark and dangerous 
path of revelations and Hollywood 
corruption. Director Patty Jenkins 
(Wonder Woman, Monster) is at the 
helm of the series, and serves as 
director and one of the executive 
producers.

The six episode mini-series 
takes on the ambitious task of trying 
to touch upon all the controversy 
surrounding the infamous George 
H Hodel and his family. It uses the 
real Fauna Hodel’s memoir One 
Day She’ll Darken, as a base for the 
series. The television show then uses 
the fi ctional character of Jay to give 
viewers more insight into the case of 
the Black Dahlia and the Hodel fam-
ily’s connection to it.

At times this method works, 
while at others, it leaves episodes 
feeling disjointed, as if they’re trying 
to meld multiple styles of stories 
into one cohesive plotline. That may 

have more to do with the fact that 
the series takes liberties with histori-
cal happenings and timelines in an 
attempt to make a true story, which 
spans over the course of decades, fi t 
into the show’s time frame of only a 
few weeks.

Jenkins has made sure to give the 
series a distinct crime noir fi lm style. 
This is appropriate given the source 
material and the traumatic web of 
real events the series uncovers and 
alludes to. Hodel’s story is one of 
medical malpractice, incest, sexual 
abuse, death, and corruption. There’s 
mystery and intrigue in every frame 
and a foreboding of danger. George 
H Hodel’s character is part of that 
atmosphere, serving as a symbolic 
boogeyman that cast a dark shadow 
on the lives of Fauna, her family, and 
Jay.

Thus, with George H Hodel serv-
ing as mostly a symbol, it is Fauna 
and Jay that are fl eshed out as the 
story unfolds. Although Jay is a fi c-
tional fi gure, I Am the Night does 
a fi ne job of giving him layers and 
nuance. He’s an army veteran with 
post traumatic stress disorder and a 
drive for uncovering truth through 
his journalism. He’s something of a 
tragic fi gure for most of the series, as 
his quest for truth through his news 
reporting led to him being black-
listed early on his career. Now he 
fi nds himself addicted to drugs and 
constantly pulling himself back from 
the brink of a mental breakdown.

His bond with Fauna serves as 
a small beacon of light, holding the 
possibility of redemption for Jay. 
Pine competently displays these 
layers and trauma in an effective way 
that will make the viewers root for 
Jay to fi nd some semblance of peace 
in a world of deceit and lies.

Eisley’s portrayal gives Fauna 
Hodel an air of subtle strength and 
resilience. Her character is one who 
constantly struggles to fi nd some-
where to belong. At times though, 
Fauna is relegated to only reacting 
to circumstances around her, which 
could make it seem as though her 
character is more passive than proac-
tive. Yet, Eisley still does well in 
making those moments resonate by 
displaying a wide range of emotions 
for Fauna as the series proceeds.

Golden Brooks gives a break-
out performance as Fauna’s troubled 
alcoholic mother, Jimmy Lee.

The relationship between Fauna 
and Jimmy is a turbulent one that 
gives viewers another peek at what 
Fauna has had to deal with in her 
life and how it shapes who she is. It 
would have been easy for the show 
to fall into the overused trope of 

simply relegating Jimmy to being 
an abusive mother with resent-
ment towards her adopted child, but 
instead it puts the whole relationship 
on the table, with all its layers and 
shades – which ends up making for a 
more interesting subplot.

The characters and relation-
ships are at the heart of the series, 
and when the focus is more on those 
moments, the show shines brightly. 
It does take some time for the series 
to fi nd its footing, as the mystery 
is slow to unfold. The connections 
between many of the characters 
aren’t revealed until later on. If a 
viewer knew nothing of the Black 
Dahlia case, or of Fauna’s truly 
bizarre life story, the slow begin-
ning of the series may make it hard 
for them to stay long enough to get 
through Jay and Fauna’s journey.

Also, the series has the outward 
appearance of a crime noir mys-
tery, but overall it is more of a mel-
odrama. There are moments when 
the themes of race and racism are 
touched upon, but they aren’t ever 
given enough space to be a major 
aspect of the show.

Overall, I Am the Night only 
scratches the surface to the much 
deeper Hollywood tale of the Hodel 
family and the media phenomenon 
of the Black Dahlia case. Instead 
of taking on those larger than life 
stories, it chooses a more inti-
mate approach of displaying how 
two characters, Jay and Fauna, are 
greatly affected by those happenings. 
The mystery serves as a backdrop for 
what ends up being a more human-
interest tale.
People’s World 

Film Review by Chauncey K Robinson

I Am the Night

India Eisley as Fauna Hodel and Chris Pine as Jay Singletary.
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We, the 36th Southern Cross Brigade of 
Australia and New Zealand, having come 
to the end of their three week stay at 
Campamento Internacional Julio Antonio 
Mella, wish to express our gratitude to all 
who have made this unique and fulfi lling 
experience possible, and to the Cuban 
people, who have consistently greeted us 
with warmth, openness and in the truest 
sense of solidarity.

We feel so fortunate to have visited during 
such a pivotal moment of celebration, remem-
brance and renewal – encompassing both the 
60th Anniversary of the triumph of the Cuban 
Revolution and the fi nal weeks of the exten-
sive and far-reaching process of renewing the 
Cuban Constitution.

We have been deeply moved, again and 
again, by the revolutionary vigour and courage 
of the Cuban people, and their deep commit-
ment to honouring their brave forebears “from 
Cespedes to Castro”, and most especially at 
being warmly welcomed at events to honour 
the Caravana de Libertad in Ciego de Avila, 
Santa Clara and Havana.

We’ve been witnesses to the outpouring of 
revolutionary pride surrounding the 60th anni-
versary of the events of the First of January, 
1959 and the subsequent Convoy of Victory, 
and recognise with a deep sense of gratitude 
the willingness of the Cuban people to allow us 
to stand alongside them during these poignant 
and exhilarating moments.

A profound highlight for many Brigadistas 
was the opportunity to meet and speak with 
veterans of Cuba’s revolutionary struggle.

We are also deeply impressed by what 
we’ve seen, heard and learnt about the proc-
ess to rejuvenate the country’s Constitution. 
recently through the democratic process to 
update its constitution which will be put the 
Cuban people in a referendum on 24 February 
2019. The referendum has been proceeded by 
an extensive period of consultation during the 
past year including among the Cuban diaspora. 
This resulted in over 2,100 suggestions being 

received of which 750 were included in the 
document which is being circulated to the 
Cuban people and if approved by the referen-
dum by a majority of the people will become 
the new constitution.

The rigorous process of discussion around 
the new Constitution and subsequent amend-
ments displays an exceptionally high commit-
ment to a truly participatory democracy, the 
likes of which is unheard of in our own coun-
tries. The proposed new Constitution will be 
put to the Cuban people in a referendum on 
February 24 this year.

We’ve heard from distinguished scholars, 
historians, authors and physicians, who have 
used their expertise to bring so many aspects of 
the history and current reality of Cuba to life. 

We’ve been honoured by cultural performances 
across the country, including a gala perform-
ance of the Cuban Ballet, and been welcomed 
into the Barrio of Caimito by a local branch of 
the CDR.

We’ve visited monuments of intense signif-
icance, such as the Che Guevara Mausoleum in 
Santa Clara, and the Memorial to the Martyrs 
of Moncada in Artemisa. Through our visit to 
a provincial Hospital in Ciego de Avila and to 
the Central Unit of Medical Co-operators in 
Havana, we’ve learnt about Cuba’s radical and 
long-standing accomplishments in providing 
health care as a fundamental human right, as 
well as the exemplary commitment to interna-
tionalism that sees Cuba send tens of thousands 
of health care practitioners to many of the most 
underserved parts of the world.

We’ve gained insight into Cuban civil 
society through representatives of political 
and civil society organisations such as the 
Cuban Communist Party, the Federation of 
Cuban Women, the Federation of University 
Students, the Young Communist League and 
many others.

The Southern Cross Brigade strongly reit-
erates its solidarity with the Cuban people. We 
will return home renewed and re-inspired by 
the courage and revolutionary spirit of this 
great country, ready to work at every turn to 
strengthen the friendship between the peoples 
of Oceania and Cuba and to counter anti-Cuban 
propaganda.

As extremists and demagogues proliferate 
around the world, the humanist principles the 
Cuban project is based on take on ever more 
global signifi cance and urgency.

We take with us from Cuba the messages 
we’ve learnt from this dignifi ed and sovereign 

society that centres humanity, that fosters a 
community that cares for one another, that pro-
vides free education and access to health care 
as core human rights, prioritising from the very 
start of its existence the struggle to eliminate 
illiteracy, disease, poverty and discrimination.

We loudly declaim the brutality of the 
absurd and devastating US Blockade on Cuba, 
the impacts of which were painfully visible at 
every turn, from daily minutiae to life saving 
medical equipment.

We call on the Australian and New Zealand 
governments to deepen their economic and dip-
lomatic relations with Cuba, for an immediate 
end to the blockade, the return of occupied ter-
ritory at Guantánamo Bay and an end to the 
hostilities and regime change policies spon-
sored by the US government.

We are deeply grateful to the excellent 
emissaries of the Cuban Institute of Friendship 
with the People (ICAP) who served as lead-
ers, translators, historians, guides, teachers 
and friends. ICAP Brigade Director Rafaela 
Valerino, our interpreter and veteran of many 
Brigades, Ezequiel Morales, and Amistur 
offi cial and interpreter Candida Rosa Sanson 
Abascal all worked with the utmost profession-
alism and kindness to ensure our Brigade was 
such a success.

The stimulating and varied program came 
off with barely a hitch, and the level of thought 
and preparation that went into creating the 
plethora of experiences was evident.

We also extend our gratitude and affection 
to the many staff at CIJAM who went above 
and beyond to facilitate our successful brigade 
and highly enjoyable stay at this beacon of 
international solidarity. 
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Beacon of Solidarity
Final Declaration of the 36th Southern Cross Brigade 2019

The Communist Party of Australia stands 
squarely with the people of Venezuela, its 
elected government and the democrati-
cally-elected President, Nicolás Maduro. It 
condemns in the strongest possible terms 
the actions of the US in “recognising” its 
anointed would-be usurper of political 
power, Juan Guaido. Concerned about 
this gross interference in the affairs of a 
sovereign nation, country after country 
has rushed to re-affi rm their recognition 
of Venezuela’s elected President Maduro. 
Only the US and a tiny number of puppet 
states have seen fi t to recognise the so-
called “interim president of Venezuela”.

Venezuela has been subjected to an inces-
sant campaign of sabotage and worse, includ-
ing a coup in 2002. The US administration 
will not rule out the military option to smash 
the Bolivarian Revolution begun in 1998. 
The hardships being suffered by the people of 

Venezuela are harsh, undeserved and unjust. 
They are clinging defi antly to the gains of 
their grassroots democracy but confronting 
the fact that their revolution was not com-
plete; that the question of state power was 
never resolved and that it is not possible to 
advance to socialism without completing the 
task of wresting control of the state from the 
ruling capitalist class.

The CPA demands that the Australian 
government recognises Nicolas Maduro as the 
legitimate elected President of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela. The CPA will con-
tinue to rally support for the legitimate gov-
ernment of Venezuela and against imperialist 
intervention. It calls on members and support-
ers to do all they can to express this solidarity 
in these very challenging and dark days facing 
the people of Venezuela.

Bob Briton
General Secretary

CPA solidarity with 
Venezuela
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