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Hands Off Venezuela

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has
warned the country’s citizens not to trust
“the gringo empire” as tens of thousands
poured onto the streets of Caracas to
defend the socialist Bolivarian government
from a US-led coup. Here in Australia the
Morrison government has aligned itself
with this US coup attempt.

The democratically elected Maduro
addressed crowds after cutting all diplomatic
ties with Washington following its official rec-
ognition of right-wing usurper Juan Guaido’s
claim to be the country’s interim president.

Guaido’s illegal declaration was imme-
diately recognised by US President Donald
Trump along with the undemocratic European
Union and Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, the darling of liberals worldwide.

As Meduro put it: “They aim to rule
Venezuela from Washington. Venezuela is
respected! Neither coup nor interventionism.
Venezuela wants peace, wants progress.

The Communist Party of Australia stands
with the people of Venezuela and their revo-
lution and against the inevitable counter rev-
olution and notes that at the United Nations
in March last year the Australian government
voted in support of the US campaign of sab-
otage and disruption against the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela.

The bulk of the countries represented at
the gathering at the UN Human Rights Council
supported a motion from the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries (NAM) to con-
demn US actions including the imposition of
sanctions.

As the NAM’s motion pointed out, the
sanctions “disproportionately” affect “the poor
and most vulnerable classes”. Support from
these sectors of Venezuela are solidly behind
the government of Nicolas Maduro.

Despite current hardships, it is the poor of
Venezuela who have been the main benefici-
aries of the many programs directed towards

social justice since the beginning of the
Bolivarian Revolution in 1998.

Of particular concern with the Australian
government’s support for the US blockade on
Venezuela is that it prevents that government
from purchasing food and medicines for the
people.

The blockade also affects those working at
the Venezuelan embassy as both the CBA and
NAB banks are prevented by the US blockade
from trading with Venezuela; a situation that
makes it extremely difficult for the embassy in
Canberra to operate.

It is Venezuela’s very wealthy who don’t
experience the hardships imposed by the US,
who give local support to often violent oppo-
sition. The people of Venezuela will win and
their revolution will continue to deepen.

The Communist Party of Australia urges it
members and supporters to do all they can to
offer solidarity to the people and government
of Venezue

Cuba statement

The Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of Cuba condemns and energetically
rejects the attempt to impose a coup d’etat,
a puppet government at the service of the
United States, in the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, and expresses its unwavering soli-
darity with the government of Constitutional
President Nicolas Maduro Moros.

The true objectives of actions against
Venezuela are to control the vast resources of
this sister nation and destroy the value of its
example, as an emancipatory process defending
the dignity and independence of Our America.

As President Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermudez
said: “The sovereignty of our peoples is
expressed today in one’s attitude toward
Venezuela. To support the legitimate right of
the sister nation to define its own destiny is to
defend the dignity of all.”

Continued page 2

Day

Perth rallies for

Vinnie Molina
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Aboriginal Land”. &

Invasion

Aboriginal rights

A crowd of around 1,000 people gathered at Forrest Chase, Perth
on Saturday January 26. Noongar elders welcomed the protesters to
country. Speeches were shared sending a clear message to demand
respect, calling for a change of date for Australian Day celebrations
and stating clearly sovereignty was never ceded. Invasion Day rallies
happened around the country with thousands of people rallying in

While being a diversion on the key demand for land rights, the debate
to change the date for Australian Day celebrations has created a space
which has seen more and more Australians uniting each year. The momen-
tum has put pressure on the Coalition government but it is something that
will not change under a Shorten government.

The government can show respect in a first step by changing the date
for another suitable date that unites rather than divides; a date that doesn’t
act to remind us of the horror of colonisation which has meant death and

This is not in contradiction with the key demand for Aboriginal Land
Rights but it will not in itself change anything. Ultimately, it is only with
land rights and a treaty for sovereignty in which Aboriginal people can be
the runners of their own affairs in a national cultural framework.

After the rally the protestors marched to a concert organised at
the Supreme Court Gardens chanting “it always was it always will be
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The gangster moves
against Venezuela

You could scour the history of US imperial crimes, from the
Mexican-American War to the Gulf of Tonkin in Vietnam, and
you wouldn’t find a more brazen cynical act of gangsterism than
that which is now underway against Venezuela.

Not since Hitler justified blitzing Poland by claiming it had
encroached on the frontier into Nazi Germany has a more bla-
tant set of falsehoods been adduced as a pretext for conflict.

In Venezuela, it will quickly become a civil war that will
most likely draw in other countries from Cuba to Colombia and
Brazil with incalculable consequences — not least for the world’s
oil prices: Venezuela has the world’s largest oil reserves and is a
major producer — and the biggest seller to the American market.

This is not about Maduro, the former bus driver-turned-
foreign minister who is now the elected president of Venezuela.
It is not about Maduro because the US had been seeking to
overthrow his predecessor Hugo Chavez for more than a decade
before this. Even though Chavez was one of the most electorally
successful politicians on the planet in a democratic process
described by former US president Jimmy Carter as “the best in
the world,” US presidents Bush, Obama and Trump routinely
called him a dictator.

Before they drop the bombs, they drop the narrative and the
disinformation bombardment in Venezuela has been one of the
longest bombing runs in history. Massive sums of US money have
been spent on media distortion, subversion, sabotage, military
coups, and threats of invasion throughout the Chavez-Maduro
era. The gold-toothed Venezuelan emigres who fled to Miami
with their ill-gotten gains have long been effectively a coup in
the making. The recruitment of neighbouring Colombia into “as-
sociate membership” of NATO, the propelling of Brazil’s fascist
Bolsonaro (another NATO applicant) to power, and plans for US
military bases there have all been in preparation for this day.

Although many such crimes have been committed across all
continents for centuries by the US, none have constituted such
gangsterism as this latest.

An almost random figure whose name was largely unknown
until last week has disdained to put himself up for election
as president of the republic, instead pronouncing himself to
actually be the president, and has even sworn himself in! All
the “experts” on Syria, Ukraine and Russia are scrambling to
studios, practicing in the taxi on the way how to say his name.

And the “international community” recognises Juan Guaido.
This includes US, Canada and assorted American satrapies
across the world. They will likely soon be joined by the so-
called democratic European Union and NATO. It is a new form,
to be sure — usually the hated Latin American presidents are
murdered, like Allende in Chile, or have fled or been jailed
before the coup de grace is delivered.

But Trump is in a hurry.

As investigations come ever closer to the Trump syndicate,
as the clock ticks towards impeachment or defeat in 2020, as
the war-cell of Bolton and company screech for a victory, some-
where, anywhere, it has come to this.

Guardian

Sudanese Communist Party

Call for Solidarity

* Mass demonstrations against the dictatorial regime

» Repression, detention and arrests escalate

* Security forces attack headquarters of Sudanese CP
and kidnap a member of its Political Bureau

For the fifth day running (December 24, 2018) the
mass demonstrations continue unabated. Yesterday
evening witnessed one of the largest peaceful demon-
strations which took place in Omdurman.

The demonstration which continued till the early
hours of Monday, was violently repressed. The security
forces resorted to the use of excessive force, killing at
least seven demonstrators and injuring over 200 protest-
ers, some seriously.

The mass actions were not limited to the capital but
spread all over the country: in cities and towns in the
Darfour region and Kordufan. At the same time people
living in cities like Atbara in the north, Portsudan in the
East and Madani in Algazera, continue to demonstrate
daily, despite the repression, detention and torture.

It is difficult to give an exact number of those who
were cowardly killed or detained, because at the time of

reporting the confrontation between the masses and the
security forces has resumed in the capital.

A very serious development took place yester-
day. In an unprecedented act of violence armed gangs
of the security forces forced their way and broke into
the Sudanese CP headquarters and kidnapped com-
rade Masoud Ali, member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Party organisation in the capital. His
whereabouts are unknown and his safety is in real danger.
It is top priority to demand his immediate release.

Comrades:

The Political Bureau of the Sudanese CP has issued a
statement calling on the masses to continue their protest
action till the overthrow of the regime. It urged the Party
members and friends to play their major role in mobilis-
ing and organising the protesters.

We call on fraternal parties to redouble their solidar-
ity actions in support of our peoples struggle for freedom,
democracy and social justice.

Secretariat of the Central Committee
Sudanese CP

PRESS FUND

On Australia Day the Prime Minister extolled the arrival of the
First Fleet while members of his cabinet prepared to abandon
the sinking ship of state. Thousands protested nationwide
about the brutal treatment of Australia’s Aboriginal people.
Commercial channels broadcast endless repeats of B-grade
1950°s sit-coms as exhausted firefighters struggled to contain
bushfires in Victoria and Tasmania. Beachgoers sheltered
from the dangerous sun and more fish died in the Murray-
Darling as the government continued to trivialise climate
change. We certainly have much to celebrate, but we must also
acknowledge the nation’s dark history, make amends for past
and present wrongs, and abandon celebrating Australia Day
on January 26. We know a better future is possible! If you
agree, please send in a Press Fund contribution for next week’s
edition. Many thanks to this week’s contributors as follows:

“Rough Red” $5, “Round Figure” $10, E Seymour $25,
“Sparky” $10, B Brihes $5

This week’s total: $55 Progressive total: $520

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

Hands Off Venezvela

Continued from page 1

Other coup attempts should not
be forgotten, such as the military
coup of 2002 and the 2003 oil lock-
out; the aggressive U.S. Executive
Order describing Venezuela as “an
unusual and extraordinary threat to
national security and foreign policy”
of the superpower; unilateral coer-
cive measures; the call for a military
coup against the constitutional gov-
ernment of Venezuela; the President
of the United States’ threat to use
“a possible military option” and
the August 4 assassination attempt
against President Maduro.

The acts of a group of countries
and the shameful role of the OAS
constitute a new, desperate attempt
to implement an unsuccessful policy
of regime change, which has not
been imposed due to the unwavering
resistance of the Venezuelan people
and their determination to defend
national sovereignty.

Havana, January 23, 2019

Communist Party USA

Statement: The already danger-
ous situation involving Venezuela
has escalated as the legally elected
president, Nicolas Maduro, has
prepared to start a new term.

On January 21, a small group
of Venezuelan National Guard sol-
diers attempted and failed to carry
out a military coup. They were
encouraged in this effort not only
by the Venezuelan right but by reac-
tionary leaders and governments
in neighbouring countries, and by
US President Donald Trump, Vice
President Mike Pence, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, and US National
Security advisor John Bolton.

Then on January 23, the Trump
administration announced it is rec-
ognising an obscure right-wing poli-
tician, Juan Guiado, as the legitimate
president of Venezuela. Guiado,
part of the fascist elements of the
US supported Venezuelan oppo-
sition, illegally declared himself
president, under an imaginary consti-
tutional mandate. Guaido is the new

President of the National Assembly,
an illegitimate body that Venezuela’s
Supreme Court has ruled, since
2016, to be in contempt of court.

In response to the Trump admin-
istration actions, and very natu-
rally, the Venezuelan government
has broken off diplomatic relations
with the United States. Venezuela
ordered US diplomats to leave the
country within 72 hours, but in
another dangerous move, the US is
ordering them to stay on the pretext
that Maduro is not the real presi-
dent. More unilateral sanctions are
also being imposed by the Trump
administration.

Venezuelans in their thousands
have poured into the street to express
their opposition to the US moves.

The Trump administration’s
intervention in Venezuela is a
clear violation of international law,
national sovereignty, and independ-
ence. The actions are consistent with
their disdain for democracy in all its
forms, and their trampling on con-
stitutional and democratic rights in
the US as well as internationally. The
actions are reminiscent of the long
history of US imperialist arrogance,
overthrowing governments, invasion,
gunboat diplomacy and the installa-
tion of subservient military juntas.

This policy had and has no place
in relations between states. The
people of the United States should
be especially sensitive to this given
foreign interference in our own 2016
elections and its impact on the out-
come. What’s good for us is good for
the Venezuelan people too.

There is a danger that this high
handed, imperialist action on the
part of the Trump administration will
serve as a pretext for even more vio-
lent intervention by the United States
and allied extreme right-wing gov-
ernments in Brazil, Colombia and
others in Venezuelan internal affairs.

This sharp escalation of attacks
on Venezuela comes after long
US campaign of destabilising the
Venezuelan economy and soci-
ety. Imperialism cannot tolerate, in

its so-called “back yard,” govern-
ments that use their nations’ wealth,
in Venezuela’s case derived from its
massive oil resources, to improve
the lives of working people and the
poor rather than deliver that wealth
to fill the coffers of transnational
corporations.

But resolving the challenges,
crises and political differences in
Venezuela is up to the Venezuelan
people and their own democratic
processes. It must be done free
from the US and other foreign
interference.

Moreover, the actions of the
Trump administration risk the impo-
sition of a military dictatorship on
the Venezuelan people, with a result-
ing elimination of all democratic
rights, and sparking a civil war that
could spill over to the entire region.

Destabilizing Venezuela intend-
ing to achieving “regime change”
and the imposition of yet another
anti-worker right-wing government
like those of Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil
and Ivan Duque in Colombia is not
in the interests of the Venezuelan
working people or those of the
United States. Under both President
Maduro and his predecessor, Hugo
Chavez, Venezuela has repeatedly
shown its willingness to maintain
friendly relations with the United
States and its people, even going so
far as to help poor communities in
the United States by providing them
with discounted heating oil.

The people of the United States
need to speak out forcefully and
immediately to put a stop to the
Trump administration’s reckless
actions against Venezuela, which
could easily lead to a civil war with
regional and U.S. participation.

The Communist Party USA
calls on all our members and friends
to immediately contact their sena-
tors and representatives to demand
an end to this illegal and danger-
ous intervention in the affairs of a
sovereign nation which has done
nothing to harm our country or its

1

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Sometimes I wonder whether the world is being run by smart people who
are putting us on or by imbeciles who really mean it.

people. &
’)

Mark Twain
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Some background

In 1991 Tom Pearson spoke to local activist
Pat Jackson about the destructive imposition
by the government-backed cotton lobby
into north-west NSW and south-west
Queensland.

“To put it in a nutshell, what it comes down
to is only the cotton growers have the right to the
water. I’ve lived on the river for 26 years. You can
see the river dying. And it’s not a pretty sight”,
Pat Jackson told the Guardian. Pat Jackson is
a Mungindi (on the NSW-QId border) resident.
Mungindi is on the Barwon River, part of the
Darling River system. Pat has been carrying out a
long campaign to put a stop to the river’s pollution.

The whole of Australia’s river system is
threatened.

After decades of abuse the land, and the river
that nourishes it, is signalling yet another warn-
ing. The blue-green algae now spreading over
Australia’s river system has set some alarm bells
ringing in government offices around the country.

However, the algae is an effect - the result of
phosphorous and nitrogen contamination from fer-
tiliser. The cause runs much deeper.

If you travel through the rich black soil plains
of north-west NSW to the centre of the algae bloom
the most noticeable thing about the landscape is
that it is almost completely cleared of bush.
Sometimes only a few trees can be seen to the hori-
zon, with this bareness emphasised by the drought.

Cotton growing is a glaring example of the
connections that tie rural communities, workers
and the use and abuse of the environment.

The workers, who chip weeds in between the
rows of cotton, have to find places to live in Moree,
120 kilometres away. Sometimes there is rented
accommodation, owned by the cotton growers. One
such “residence”, near the now disused railway sta-
tion, is a long weather-board building with a row
of rooms, each with a door on either side and con-
taining a few pieces of furniture. The workers are
mostly young people, some with their families.

In Mungindi a man spoke of how he came to
the town with his children about ten years before
and took work cotton chipping. He had nowhere
to live, so he and his children had to sleep in their
car on the cotton property. “They don’t give a stuff
about you”, he said.

They don’t care a stuff about the environment
either.

Any alarm the townspeople may feel about the
poisonous algae is tempered by anger. Since the
cotton growers moved in and began buying land
about a decade ago, their farming practices have

polluted the river (the Barwon) and, inevitably, the
wildlife.

Pat told the Guardian that the blame lay with
the Water Resources departments in both NSW and
Queensland. “They have over-allocated irrigation
licences (to farmers) and ... they’ve allowed the
tail waters (from irrigation) to run into the river.”

Pat said that previously, whenever there were
drought conditions, as the river went down, the
water would gather in deep holes. “So you didn’t
have these algae problems coming up.” She said
that phosphates had been going into the river for
a long time, “There were cases of green algae, but
because of the deep holes they were isolated.”

She said the main disaster for the river was
through irrigation, the water resources depart-
ments’ over-allocation of water supply to farmers,
which has kept the river level down while the irri-
gation washed the silt back into it, which silted up
the deep holes.

However, the thousand-kilometres of river cov-
ered with the algae is only the tip of the iceberg.
Fish kills — hundreds of fish dying at the one time —
have been taking place in the Barwon and through-
out the irrigation area for about ten years.

“They were always put down to natural causes
— gum leaves in the river, lack of oxygen — and
every time we took a sample of the water to be ana-
lysed we were always told that the sample was no
good, always our mistake.

“Early in 1989 there was a big fish kill. We had
delved into how to take samples properly, the right
equipment and so on, and then there was this major
fish kill. We got the samples, they were taken right,
they were tested by government and it proved that
the chemicals were in the water.”

The tests revealed the chemical endosulphan, a
pesticide used on cotton.

“If we get a flood or some rain all it will do
is wash this lot out. As soon as this lot is gone,
the river will bring it up again. They must stop the
causes. They must put a two-mile buffer zone along
the river. There must be compulsory re-planting
of the gum trees. All the irrigation water must be
stopped from running into the river.”

The small border town of Mungindi is one
example of the consequences of years of the unfet-
tered operations of agri-business which govern-
ments have been unwilling to take on.

The government must have a conservation
program and enforce it to the letter. This would
include reforestation and, as Pat Jackson suggested,
a buffer zone along the rivers.

Australia’s water supplies are scarce enough.
They must be safeguarded. &

From the Archives

The Guardian, December 1998
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

Report on the 20th Infernational Meeting of Communist and Workers Parties,
November 23-25, Athens, Greece.

The recently held international meeting attended by representatives of 90 parties highlighted significant
political and ideological trends within the world communist movement.

Many parties are strengthening their position due to a clearer understanding of what is required within the
realifies of today’s world, generating increased enthusiasm and optimism.

Reports on these developments will be delivered by members of the Communist Party of Australia delegation
to the Conference. The main presentation will be made by Dorothy Costa, Central Committee member.

There will also be a skype link with a representative of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE). The KKE
hosted the Conference and also arranged a celebration event for the 100" anniversary of the foundation of
KKE.

Representatives of overseas communist party organisations in Sydney will be present to hear the reports and
participate in solidarity with the world communist movement.

Presentations will be in English and Greek.

Greek Community Club 206 Lakemba Street Lakemba Sydney
5:00pm Sunday February 10

Light refreshments will be available. Free admission.

We are sure you will find the report- back most enlightening and helpful in keeping abreast of international
developments, and we look forward to your attendance.

Organised by CPA Greek Department — Sydney
For further information please call Phocion on 0405 804 555 or Takis on 0415 875 379
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The Maritime Union of Australia says a
strategic shipping fleet is essential on eco-
nomic, employment and national security
grounds, particularly for the transport of
petrol and other liquid fuels, for which
there is a critical national shortage that is
becoming an international embarrassment.

MUA national secretary Paddy Crumlin
said it is a national disgrace that the day
before workers sacked from two ships in
foreign ports begin arriving home, senior
Coalition ministers and industry leaders are
again trying to kill off coastal shipping and
local jobs and replacing Australian workers
in an Australian industry with foreign visa
workers.

Earlier this month, BHP and BlueScope
decided without consultation that the MV
Mariloula and MV Lowlands Brilliance would
be dumped immediately (see last week’s
Guardian) — with Australian ships having serv-
iced BHP and subsequently BlueScope in this
country for more than 100 years.

“After their infamous efforts to destroy
car manufacturing in this country, senior min-
isters from the Abbott/Turnbull/Morrison
Government should be forced to come to
Brisbane Airport tomorrow to explain to
decent, hard-working Aussie workers and their
families why their jobs don’t matter,” Crumlin
said.

“This government issued the work visas
knowing they would replace these Australian
seafarers.”

Australia has been non-compliant with
the International Energy Agency’s 90-day fuel
stockholding obligation since March 2012 and
the federal government has since ignored sev-
eral key reports, with figures released earlier
this month showing Australia now has just 22
days of petrol and 17 days of diesel on hand.

“The Abbott/Turnbull/Morrison
Government has been in power for more than
five years and done absolutely nothing to
address fuel security yet senior ministers blame
everyone but themselves for their epic failure
and are ideologically driven to send domestic
shipping down the same path as the car indus-
try,” Crumlin said.

The IEA mandates countries hold a stock
in reserve “equivalent to 90 days of net
imports” and Australia is the only developed
oil-importing country without government-
controlled stocks of crude oil or refined petro-
leum products.

In addition, Australia is in a much worse
position than when the Coalition came to

Australia

Sinking the fleet

Guardian

power in 2013. There are now zero Australian-
crewed tankers supplying fuel to our nation and
just four refineries.

This means Australia now imports well
over 90 percent of our fuel and that will be 100
percent unless government policy changes the
direction of the industry.

“Australians would expect our government
to have a better plan and this would involve
more refining here and Australian-crewed ships
to carry it around the coast,” Crumlin stated.

“This isn’t only a matter of fuel security
but also national security. Unlike Australian
seafarers, foreign crews have no background
checks yet they are carrying petroleum prod-
ucts, ammonium nitrate and LNG around the
Australian coast.”

Crumlin said a number of inquiries and
reports in recent years have touched on the
important issue of fuel security, including the
MUA’s report titled “Australia’s Fuel Security
— Running on Empty” in December last year,
written by shipping expert John Francis.

The “Running on Empty” report found
that Australia now relies on the equivalent of
almost 60 full-time fuel import tankers to keep
us supplied with petrol, diesel and jet fuel,
which is now all carried on the international

A -

spot market, mainly from Korea, Singapore
and Japan.

The report found Australia’s reliance on
foreign flagged tankers removes any oppor-
tunity for the Commonwealth to be able to
requisition national flag tankers if necessary
to secure minimum import or coastal distribu-
tion requirements following major economic or
geopolitical disruptions.

The cost of addressing this risk is compar-
atively low: even carrying Australia’s entire
import volume on a fleet of Australian tankers
would cost less than one extra cent per litre.

The union says that the Australian govern-
ment needs to support as a matter of urgency
a number of Australian tankers as part of a
national strategic fleet to ensure that some level
of supplies can be maintained in the event of
a crisis.

Crumlin said Flag of Convenience ship-
ping remains one of the world’s great tax
avoidance scams, with ships exploiting cheap
foreign labour and registering in dodgy juris-
dictions such as Liberia, Mongolia and the
Cayman [slands.

“Australian truck drivers aren’t forced
to compete with $2-an-hour workers on our
nation’s roads, so why should our seafarers?

And if the Coalition had any principles, why
are cabotage provisions fine for aviation but
not for shipping?”.

Qantas’ submission to last year’s Senate
red tape committee warned overseas carriers
should not be allowed to operate on domestic
routes in Australia as any changes would have
substantial economic, employment and opera-
tional risks.

“Put simply, this would be a disastrous
trade negotiation strategy and deny Australian
airlines a clear measure of certainty around
which they can base long-term investment
planning,” it said.

Qantas also warned of safety risks flowing
from airlines “operating in lower-cost safety
regimes with different standards” and poten-
tial job losses.”

“Australia should be tightening cabotage
rules (the transport of goods or passengers
between two places in the same country by a
transport operator from another country) as it
would protect local jobs, provide long term
investment certainty and lower administrative
and regulatory costs because Australian seafar-
ers working in their own country do not require
foreign visas,” Crumlin said. &

Win for airport workers

An analysis by the TWU shows

The Federal Court has stated
Aerocare cannot force workers to

happen in the first place. We have

“proud to be

do split shifts, knocking back the
company’s exploitative business
model which sees workers sleep at
the airports and threatens safety
and security.

Aerocare took the expensive
Federal Court case in order to main-
tain its low-cost business model
after the Fair Work Commission in
September 2017 ruled its split shifts
were not permissible and that its
rates went below the award.

“This is an important win for
aviation workers in the fight for
quality jobs that ensure safety and
security at our airports is para-
mount”, said Transport Workers’
Union acting national secretary
Nick Mclntosh. “This judgment
implies that airport workers should
not be used and abused by their
employers, brought in for three
hour shifts at a time and forced to
sleep on dirty floors, behind bag-
gage carousels. We are now calling
on Aerocare to stop exploiting their
workers and to pay them fair rates

“The federal government must
take notice of this judgment and
change the rules that allowed it to

been flagging problems at this com-
pany for several years and govern-
ment ministers instead of stepping
to protect workers have sided with
the company.”

The union warns that safety
and security are being compro-
mised because of the practices of
Aerocare with workers chronically
fatigued and turnover rates among
staff sky-high and is demanding that
the Morrison government hold com-
panies in the airport supply chain to
account for labour practices, includ-
ing the airports and airlines at the
top which profit from companies
like Aerocare.

Aerocare has been exposed over
degrading conditions for workers,
broken equipment, and security
breaches.

Records from Sydney
International Airport show 132 inju-
ries were reported over a one-year
period, among an Aerocare work-
force of just 324. At Perth Airport
passengers were allowed unsuper-
vised onto a secure airside area to
collect their own baggage when one
Aerocare employee was made to
unload an aircraft alone.

Aerocare pays its workers up to
$1,000 per month below the award
minimum.

Aerocare workers are guaran-
teed just 60 hours per month, with
no weekly guarantees of hours. The
company has even admitted in com-
munications to employees to paying
less than the minimum rate on
Christmas Day and at Easter.

In addition to high injury rates
and safety and security breaches,
Aerocare staff report being forced
back to work while still injured.
Aerocare managers accompany
injured staff into doctors’ surgeries
during appointments.

Swissport, which bought
Aerocare last year and which is
owned by indebted Chinese con-
glomerate HNA, had revenues of
$4.5 billion in 2017.

Australia’s four major airports
— Sydney, Melbourne, Perth and
Brisbane — reported a record-break-
ing over $2 billion profit accord-
ing to Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission’s annual
Airport Monitoring Report. &

Public”

North Queensland public sector
workers are ramping up pres-
sure on the federal government to
rule out privatising Medicare and
Centrelink services.

A crowd-funded advertising
campaign “Proud to be Public” was
last week launched in Townsville and
Cairns in a bid to draw attention to
the issue in the lead up to the next
federal election.

Community and Public Sector
Union Queensland assistant regional
secretary Amy Smith said the use of
labour hire and potential privatisa-
tion of the service industry would
negatively impact the North.

“Centrelink services in North
Queensland are under pressure

because the government has put
profits before people by selling out
jobs and millions of dollars to Serco,
Stellar, Concentrix, Datacom and
other labour hire companies,” she
said.

“The money that’s being handed
to corporations through privati-
sation should be spent providing
quality, permanent jobs in North
Queensland.”

Smith said there was strong sup-
port in the community to keep serv-
ice roles in the public sector.

“When new jobs are created in
Cairns and Townsville, the money
people earn also gets spent here,”
she said. &

Fave yoar say!
Uhite a letten to the Editor.

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Bob Treasure

“Crisis” is a term too often used in media
coverage, but it is dawning on most
Australians that our widely held sporting
prowess, our claim to be an exemplary
sporting nation, is in just such a crisis state,
and at a whole range of levels. Not only do
our swimming, athletics, golf, rugby and
cricket champions struggle to cut the mus-
tard at international level, our participa-
tion rates in all these sports is on a falling
curve at local levels.

Participation in all the major competitive
sports has been in decline over the past 15
years: Cricket down, 10 percent; Netball down,
24 percent; Golf down, 24 percent; Lawn
Bowls down, 25 percent (most urban Bowling
Clubs are struggling to survive, and more than
half the rinks have shut down); Rugby league
down, 27 percent. Alarmingly, tennis players
have declined by 35 percent, which amounts to
some half a million less people involved than
in 2001, and rugby union is truly “on the skids”
with a decline of 63 percent, or a drop in play-
ers from 148,000 to 55,000.

AFL (plus 1 percent) and Association
Football, Soccer, (plus 46 percent) have defied
the trend, largely because of the sudden and
massive influx of women to the sport(s) — it
is anticipated that this trend will soon plateau,
and then resume the downward course of com-
petitive sport numbers spreading globally.

Overall, our sporting involvement has
fallen from 4.2 million players in 2001 to 3.8
million today. At the same time, we send one
of the largest contingents of athletes to the

Australia
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Olympic Games but finish mid-range in the
medal count. Despite our wealth and sponsor-
ship of an Institute of Sport, our cricketers have
been humiliated by a far better Indian team in
recent Tests, in rugby the Wallabies have had
their worst year on record, our large contingent
of golfers rarely finish on the podium and our
tennis “stars”, well, the less said the better.

All this at a time when Australia’s popula-
tion is growing faster than most of the world,
and facilities (like stadiums) continue to be
built and rebuilt. At the same time, the obes-
ity epidemic has struck over 60 percent of our
people — making us one of the fattest regions
on Earth — while consumption of everything
continues to grow apace. Last year, 1.6 million
Australians bought men’s or women’s sports-
wear in a given four-week period, up from 1.3
million in 2011 — the “sports industry” contin-
ues to take big profits.

The pressure for “success”

Competitive sport has always been a part
of capitalism. Engagement of the working class
grew during the 19th century and as struggles
for the Eight Hour Day became more fruitful
and weekend leisure time expanded, work-
ers’ involvement in both playing and watching
sport exploded, so that the 20th century could
well be tagged an unsurpassed sporting era.

Not only were the Olympic Games revived,
but whole new sports sprang up, became codi-
fied and organised and then framed into com-
petitions, championships and leagues. At the
outset, working class participation was enthusi-
astic and voluntary — most sports were amateur
in any case — infrastructure like playing fields

Sydney
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and Olympic pools as well as personnel for
organisation and training were generally sup-
plied by the efforts of people at a local level,
often at substantial sacrifice.

Sport was seen as an enjoyable social expe-
rience free from the constraints of religion. It
possessed skills and grace of movement which
once had been out of reach for poorer classes
and which now brought people together for
their “tribal” expression. Yet as competitive
sport and communication grew from regional
to national to global levels so too did the
essence of sport change.

While most part-time footballers/crick-
eters/netballers etc welcomed payment for
their weekend efforts, the so called “profes-
sional” structure offered by gate-receipts and
advertising meant that full-time players now
became commodities, and the world of sport
was changed forever.

Once, the power of numbers — working
class support — determined the wealth and
power of clubs through the sheer numbers
turning up through turnstiles to see their heroes
play. Clubs could establish their domination
by using this wealth to buy players. The pres-
sure for success grew apace with the volume
of money available to the sport and, in theory,
poured back into it by the dedication and
wealth of successful clubs.

Today popular, numerical, support is not
enough to achieve success. Paris-St.Germain, a
huge football club in France yet still, in its own
eyes, not achieving sufficient success/prestige
at an international level, saw fit to purchase the
young Brazilian Neymar from Barcelona FC
for some 222 million Euro.

Club receipts, franchising and massive
advertising support were not enough to pay
this bill: PSG relies on its deep-pocketed Qatari
owners to guarantee success in such costly ven-
tures, since it is trying to buy its way to the
peak of world club football (as it happened,
Neymar was injured for the crucial part of the
2017-18 season and PSG were knocked out of
the UEFA Cup in the early finals).

Portuguese football star Ronaldo was
recently purchased by the Turin-based Italian
club Juventus for 340 million Euro — 100 mil-
lion for the transfer fee from Real Madrid, and
240 million for his salary and taxes over his
playing years. He receives nearly $A500,000
a week for his skills which has led many to
ask: “Is any player really worth that much?” to
which the management of Juventus explained
that the move was necessary to pull the whole
of Italian football out of the doldrums. Money
buys success. As the German centre forward

Robert Lebendowski observed, “Football is
pure capitalism”.

Australian clubs, like most others in the
world, cannot afford this level of market
exchange. In fact, if any young Australian
footballer shows signs of noticeable talent they
are poached by a big European or Asian club,
which naturally weakens our own A-League.
Under the capitalist structure of global market
forces, it would be a miracle for Australia to
win the World Cup. A similar future awaits
in almost every sport: the centres of eco-
nomic power are also the centres of sporting
domination.

“Created by the poor,
stolen by the rich”

In 1992 the self-dubbed Top Twenty Clubs
of English football met to form the English
Premier League (EPL). This move was
matched with similar “super” leagues in each
European centre redesigning their look and
funding structures: Bundesliga in Germany,
La Liga in Spain, Serie A in Italy, League Un
in France and ultimately, the A-League, NRL,
AFL, Cricket Australia etc in Australia. The
name-changing frenzy announced one major
realisation: the new big player in sport was tel-
evision coverage.

Heralding the same trend in Australia two
media moguls attempted buy-outs of whole
sports to secure exclusive TV rights: Kerry
Packer with cricket and Murdoch with rugby
league. Mass opposition curbed the brute
monopolies they had hoped for: the theft of
popular sports for exclusive corporate profit.
When the final settlement came, however,
public broadcasters were sidelined and it was
clear that big money called the tune.

In England the previously unnoticed reve-
nue from football coverage grew from 6.3 mil-
lion pounds in 1986 to 44 million pounds in
1988 — the problem was that this income was
spread over clubs in all four divisions run by
the Football League. When the Top 20 “High
Fliers” formed to corral coverage money, a bid-
ding war won by the Murdoch media empire
erupted and went to more than 260b million
pounds. The gold mine had been found, and
plumbed.

Recently EPL TV rights, still basically
run by Murdoch’s Fox and Sky corporations,
announced a $7.8 billion deal, which, however,
represented a decline of the “inflationary” trend
in the last few contracts.

Next week: Sport as commodity &
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What's wrong with privatisation? Part 2

A dog is not an orange

Rob Watts

(Part 1 appeared in Guardian #1850,
November 28, 2018)

There are six key consequences of privati-
sation, as I have defined it.

Privatisation hasn’t made
the provision of services
cheaper or better.

Even Rod Sims, Chairman of the
Australian Competition & Consumer
Commission (ACCC), has been publicly criti-
cal of infrastructure privatisation in Australia.
As he says, “Replacing a public monopoly
with a private monopoly makes society worse
off”. For example, as Sims observes, priva-
tising the ports at Botany Bay, Port Kembla
and Port of Melbourne relied on conditions
restricting competition from other ports. The
result, unsurprisingly, was big increases in port
charges.

While claiming privatising freeways and
bridges will mean cheaper and more efficient
freeways, bridges and tunnels, handing over
the building and operation of freeways to enti-
ties such as CityLink has actually come at a
massive cost to taxpayers. It is costing bil-
lions of dollars more than doing it the old way,
chiefly because the private companies have
demanded and got hidden subsidies and major
tax incentives, all at a cost of billions of dollars
in foregone taxes.

Privatisation has
contributed to pervasive
corruption and criminality.

We have been hearing for some months
now from the Haynes Royal Commission
extraordinary revelations about the pervasive,
almost systematic levels of corruption and
criminal conduct in the deregulated banking
and financial system. This was always to be
expected.

When you deregulate systems like this,
corruption and criminality are given a green
light. When you deregulate the labour market,
why be surprised to discover that vulnerable
workers are either not getting paid at all or
are being systematically defrauded by their
employers with under-award wages.

And as economist John Quiggin reminds
us, the public funding of for-profit vocational
education has created a rich field for criminals
to get in and defraud students and governments
alike. The idea here was to open the state-
funded TAFE system to “competition” from
private providers. Nationally the HECS system
was extended to for-profit providers through
FEE-HELP. The effect was to give strong
incentives to enrol as many students as possi-
ble, while keeping costs to a minimum. Bogus
courses and colleges sprang up and aggressive
salesmen enrolled students who had little or no
chance of completing their courses.

This bipartisan policy began with the
Brumby and Baillieu governments in Victoria
and the Howard government federally.
Privatisation creates a crisis of accountabil-
ity that is directly connected to the crisis of
democracy.

A crisis of democracy

Governments have long stopped listen-
ing to the ordinary people. Most Australians
don’t want it, yet governments made up of
the major parties keep pushing it down our
throats. As John Quiggin notes, “From the
viewpoint of ordinary Australians, privatisa-
tion is a policy that has consistently failed but
is remorselessly pushed by the political elite. It
is little surprise that voters are turning to pop-
ulism in response”. As the Centre for Policy
Development notes in its most recent report,
a great majority of Australians don’t want
smaller government.

What 75 percent of us want to see is
a public sector embedded in more parts
of Australia. They also want a federal

anti-corruption commission (77 percent), a

tougher code of conduct for parliamentarians

(79 percent), putting citizens on parliamen-

tary committees (68 percent), giving public

agencies more independence from the govern-

ment of the day (55 percent), and a constitu-

tional convention on how we can update the

Australian Constitution for the 21st century

(57 percent). Another big survey carried out by

the ACTU of 57,959 people conducted from

September 2017 to February 2018 found:

» 81.4 percent say it’s hard to get a decent
pay rise in their workplace

* 91 percent are worried about the loss of
permanent jobs for the next generation of
workers in Australia

* 95.6 percent agreed unions should be
able to bargain with the decision-makers,
whether it’s at enterprise, franchise, sector
or industry level

» 83.5 percent say it’s “extremely important”
to change the rules so employers cannot get
away with underpaying workers

Vacuum of accountability

Secondly, and worse, privatisation has cre-
ated a vacuum of accountability. When gov-
ernments do bad things they can be held to
account at the next election. Privatisation cre-
ates a block to accountability by passing the
buck on to NGOs and private companies and
thwarting a basic mechanism of democratic
accountability.

Privatisation has contributed to a dramatic
increase in economic inequality in Australia
because governments have used the taxation
system to provide hidden subsidies to wealthy
people and companies in order to make it seem
that privatisation operates on pure free market
principles — when it cannot.

We have seen in the last few years, mas-
sive levels of public investment in wealthy
individuals and business. Since the 1980s,
governments have created some 200 legal tax
avoidance schemes, such as negative gearing,
worth $168 billion in tax welfare for the rich in
2016-17. Worse, as part of their apparent com-
mitment to free market principles, over half of
the 500 biggest companies in Australia pay no
tax because they have lobbied governments to
change the tax system in their favour so tax
avoidance becomes legal.

Killing truth

Neo-liberalism works by playing tricks
with our language. Doing this kills off truth.
When truth is killed off, so is trust.

Let me explain. Ideas such as “competi-
tion”, “customers”, “markets” and “contest-
ability” are magic words ... and misleading.
Neo-liberals rely on magic words and use sys-
tematic linguistic tricks involving what philos-
ophers call “category mistakes”. For example,
a “dog” is a “dog” and not an “orange”. Calling
a “dog” an “orange” is a category mistake.
Neo-liberals get the categories and names
wrong — deliberately.

Neo-liberals use words like “customers”,
“markets” and “contestability” as if these
words can apply to anyone and anything. A
real “market” is something like Camberwell
market or the housing market where buyers and
sellers are buying and selling and negotiating.
A “customer” typically knows what they want
and how much they’ll pay when they go into
a Myer store. Let’s be clear that when some-
one is injured in a car crash or is sick, even
dying, we are talking about sick people need-
ing immediate care from the best equipped
doctors, nurses, clinics and hospitals: they are
not “customers” in something neo-liberals like
to call a “healthcare market”.

A young student is a young person whose
lack of experience and knowledge will hope-
fully be addressed by caring, engaging,
thoughtful teachers paid for by the whole
community who together will transform that
young person unlike “customers”, students
don’t know what they want and that insight is
what an education makes possible. An older
person, who discovers, often slowly and in the
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company of friends and family that they need
certain kinds of care, is not a customer. We
need to start using the right words.

Flight from justice

Neo-liberalism has encouraged a flight not
only from democracy but from responsibility,
justice and fairness.

The language categories that neo-liberals
use lead them into very odd policies. In late
2016-17 we saw the result of decades of a per-
sistent refusal to invest in young people. Young
people, most of them on remand, rioted at the
Parkville YJC in response to crumbling youth
justice centres, all a result of “tough on crime”
policies as Labor governments try to appease
populist tabloid media.

We have seen a similar refusal to invest in
public health, especially for people with mental
health and substance use issues, leading to
unprecedented numbers of homeless people.
Here in Victoria we have seen the ultimate
obscenity: the Andrews Labor government
proposes to deal with the “housing crisis” [i.e.
too many young families unable to get into the
first home buyer market] by selling off what
is left of our public housing estates to private
developers.

These private developers will build houses
for middle-income earners to buy while expel-
ling existing public housing tenants for the next
few years with entirely fake promises that they
can come back ... even as we face record num-
bers of people on waiting lists for public hous-
ing ... they’ll now never get.

In short privatisation and the neo-liberal
project has failed, yet the major parties have
refused to give up on this unmitigated policy
disaster.

And this is where local government now
faces an historic choice and opportunity. Let
me be very clear: politics always involve real
choices. When the “Iron Butterfly”, British
prime minister Margaret Thatcher, said, “There
is No Alternative”, she was either lying or
ignorant.

Toxic policy

Local governments in Victoria face a polit-
ical choice to acquiesce in a bad, even toxic
policy, or to take a stand in support of demo-
cratic principles oriented to some simple ideas
about justice, an idea about what care looks
like, and how it connects to ideas about a good
life. Councils are already making those choices
— some badly, others well.

In late March 2018, South Gippsland Shire
Council decided to withdraw from providing
Home and Community Care (HACC) services
and made 43 jobs redundant. HACC staff wept
as council made the decision at a council meet-
ing. The council said its decision was “forced
by changes in government funding”. One of
its councillors (Cr Don Hill) said that in “the
lead up to the last elections, I asked every-
one I met what they liked about the Shire. The
number one service was the health and com-
munity service without a doubt”. Council will
pay redundancy packages worth approximately
$1 million (The Great Southern Star, April 4,
2018).

On April 30, 2018, the Australian
Services Union (ASU) attended a Home and
Community Care meeting at Indigo Shire’s
Chiltern office. There, Indigo Shire announced
that Alpine Health would be the new service
provider. Staff would be made redundant on
June 30, 2018 and would be able to apply for
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positions with Alpine Health. The ASU advised
that the working conditions offered by Alpine
Health would not equal the previous EBA
agreement, leaving workers disadvantaged by
the proposed changes.

In April 2015, Bendigo City Council voted
to cease providing HACC. In May, Bendigo
Council made the unanimous decision to
reverse its original decision after it received
a petition with 2,588 signatures, 123 phone
calls and emails, 46 letters and countless calls
to councillors. Mayor Peter Cox said that the
Bendigo Council had agreed to implement effi-
ciencies with the aim of the services becoming
cost neutral and fully funded by contributions
from the state and federal governments and
client fees (Bendigo Advertiser, May 7, 2018).

Finally, in early July 2018, Moonee Valley
Council decided it would continue to offer aged
care services despite what it called “uncertain-
ties about future federal funding”. This council
provides aged care services to about 16 per-
cent of seniors who live in Moonee Valley.
Councillors voted unanimously to continue
council services despite an officer’s report that
found the introduction of the Commonwealth
Home Support Program (CHSP) and national
aged care reforms would change the way
aged care services were funded. Councillors
received a round of applause from the public
gallery after rejecting a proposal to subcontract
out and eventually exit the service area.

One Councillor (Nicole Marshall) said she
was sick of the provision of services being
reduced to a dollar figure: “I don’t want to be a
council that knows the price of everything but
the value of nothing”, she said. Cr Marshall
argued there was evidence the privatisation of
care throughout Australia was not delivering

the best results for “clients” (Herald-Sun, 2
July 2018).

It’s time ...

To recall a famous Australian politi-
cal slogan: It’s time. It’s time for ordinary
Australians to remind all governments what an
ethic of care looks like when we think about
our most vulnerable people. It’s time for ordi-
nary Australians to remind the political class
what democracy looks like and why demo-
cratic accountability matters. We face immi-
nent existential challenges such as climate
change, new disruptive technologies, dramatic
increases in social and economic inequality, the
persistent threat of war and a financial system
that is out of control.

We can no longer afford to stick with a
policy frame based on competitive individu-
alism, greed and free markets. It is time for a
new political and policy framework that values
solidarity, active citizenship, public service and
a duty of care.

As Richard Denniss reminds us:

The world is full of alternatives and choices.

Neo-liberalism’s real power came from

convincing us that we had none. We do,

and making them is the democratic role

of citizens — not the technocratic role of

economists, nor that of any self-serving elite.
A talk given at the Melbourne Unitarian
Church, September 2018 by Rob Waits,
Professor O?SOCidl Policy, RMIT University.
The Beacon &
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Sectarianism,
®
education, an
® ®
infegration

Eoghan Gardiner

IRELAND: Twenty years after the Good
Friday Agreement was signed, supposedly
to bring peace and a better future for all
in Northern Ireland, why is it that sec-
tarianism between Catholic and Protestant
communities is still entrenched in society,
and what can be done in order to challenge
this?

Some might say that sectarianism wither-
ing away is merely a matter of “these things
take time” and some may be of the opinion that
the people of Northern Ireland should continue
to suffer through sectarianism in the here and
now in the hopes that, one day, there will be
light at the end of the tunnel.

This is at best an idealist, and at worst
opportunistic, point of view to hold. The ideal-
ists who believe this must be convinced of the
need to be proactive and practical in tackling
sectarianism, while the opportunists who can
yet refuse to take action must be challenged.

Both of these occurring would result in the
refusal of the electorate to elect politicians who
refuse to take the problems stemming from
sectarian division seriously. It is the actions,
not simply the rhetoric, of these politicians that
we must look at when evaluating who is and
who isn’t genuinely dedicated to bringing an
end to sectarianism.

A crucial step that will need to be taken in
order to combat sectarianism is integrated edu-
cation becoming the norm in Northern Ireland.
Integrated education is a means of Protestant
and Catholic children, as well as those of a dif-
ferent faith or none, coming together to learn as
equals under one joint education system.

Unfortunately, the most recent figures
show that only about seven percent of all
pupils are enrolled in integrated education.
Belfast, the largest city in Northern Ireland,
has only four such schools to serve it and the
surrounding areas.

Why are these schools not more widely
available? Why aren’t they the norm?
Currently, there exists no major political
willpower from either of the two largest par-
ties in Northern Ireland. Sinn Fein and the
Democratic Unionist Party, despite both claim-
ing to be in favour of integrated education in
one way or another, don’t seem to see it, nor
sectarian division as a whole, as important
enough of an issue to strike a deal in order to
form a power-sharing devolved government in
Stormont.

This is no surprise. Both parties rely on

two opposing sectarian voting blocs to keep
their respective parties as the two biggest in the
North. It would be against the interests of these
two sectarian powerhouses to tackle sectarian
tribalism, which is a must in order to unite
working-class people and to create a future
better than the past and better than the present.

Ideally, Sinn Fein and the DUP would be in
talks with regards to going back to Stormont,
with the issue of integrated education acting
as an issue of the utmost importance. At the
very least, both parties would be in talks and
the case could be made for integrated educa-
tion to be taken seriously, albeit likely that this
sentiment would not be echoed by either party
in negotiations or in Stormont.

Unfortunately, the political climate doesn’t
even come close to either of these cases. There
would appear to be no deal on the horizon
between Sinn Fein and the DUP, which leaves
many to wonder; apart from putting pressure
on both parties to reach a deal, is there any
other action that can be taken can in order to
push for integrated education?

A Labour government, particularly
through the Northern Ireland Office, could
play an important role in using its position as
a means of bringing Sinn Fein and the DUP
to the table for talks. Such talks must come in
order to ensure integrated education becomes
a key issue in the political landscape. With
this in mind, it is of key importance that
Jeremy Corbyn’s shadow secretary of state for
Northern Ireland views integrated education as
of the utmost importance in order to combat
sectarianism.

Pressure must come from all sides, includ-
ing the British left, to ensure that this is the
case. However, it will of course ultimately be
a Northern Irish solution that will be needed
to solve a Northern Irish problem. At the end
of the day, integrated education can only be
implemented by a devolved government in
Stormont and as such the issue of Sinn Fein
and the DUP forming a devolved government
must be tackled first.

The task that we face with regards to inte-
grated education is to push it as an absolute
necessity in order to end sectarianism and the
division stemming from it. This should be the
default position held by any person, party or
organisation claiming to be seriously dedicated
to bringing an end to sectarianism and more so
to those who seek to build unity among work-
ing-class people in Northern Ireland in order to
build a better society.

Morning Star &
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On the “Axis of Evil”

Philip Giraldi

The phrase “axis of evil” has
proved so enticing that the then
US Undersecretary of State John
Bolton used it in a speech entitled
“Beyond the Axis of Evil.” He
included three more countries —
Cuba, Libya and Syria because
they were “state sponsors of
terrorism that are pursuing or
who have the potential to pursue
weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) or have the capability to
do so in violation of their treaty
obligations.”

Iraq was removed from the play-
ing field in March 2003 while Libya
had to wait for President Barack
Obama and Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton to be dealt with,
but North Korea, Cuba, Syria and
Iran are still around. Nevertheless,
the idea of an enemies list contin-
ues to intrigue policy makers since
it would be impossible to maintain
the crippling burden of the military
industrial complex without a simple
expression that would convey to the
public that there were bad actors
out there waiting to pounce but for
the magnificent efforts being made
by Boeing, Lockheed, Northrop
Grumman, General Dynamics and
Raytheon to defend freedom.

The Administration of President
Donald Trump, not to be outdone
by its predecessors, has recently
come up with two enemies lists.
The first one was coined by the irre-
pressible John Bolton, who is now
National Security Adviser. He has
come up with the “troika of tyr-
anny” to describe Cuba, Venezuela
and Nicaragua, where he sees “...
the dangers of poisonous ideologies
without control, and the dangers of

domination and suppression ... I am
here to convey a clear message from
the President of the United States
about our policy towards these three
regimes. Under this administration,
we will no longer appease the dic-
tators and despots near our coasts
in this hemisphere. The troika of
tyranny in this hemisphere — Cuba,
Venezuela and Nicaragua — has
finally found its rival.”

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has apparently also been
looking at Venezuela and not liking
what he is seeing. On his recent
road trip to the Middle East he told
reporters that

“It is time to begin the orderly
transition to a new government [in
Caracas].”

He declared that “The Maduro
regime is illegitimate and the United
States will work diligently to restore
areal democracy to that country. We
are very hopeful we can be a force
for good to allow the region to come
together to deliver that.”

“Force for good” is another
key soundbite used by Pompeo. In
his Cairo speech on January 10,
he described the United States as a
“force for good” in the entire Middle
East.

Meanwhile Vice President Mike
Pence declared to a gathering of
US Ambassadors that “Beyond our
global competitors, the United States
faces a ‘wolf pack of rogue states.’
No shared ideology or objective
unites our competitors and adver-
saries except this one: They seek
to overturn the international order
that the United States has upheld for
more than half a century.”

The states Pence identified were
North Korea, Iran, Cuba, Venezuela
and Nicaragua. Of the five, only

Swaziland

Communists call
for international

solidarity

Swaziland’s communists have
issued an appeal for international
solidarity before public-sector
workers walk out on a national
strike next week aiming to bring
the country to a standstill.

Unions are united in their
demands for a pay award and will
walk out on January 28 and strike
until Swaziland’s government set-
tles the dispute.

The Swaziland Communist
Party warned of attempts to crush
the strike by the regime of King
Mswati III with claims that security
services are following and threaten-
ing trade union leaders.

Two leading party members,
who are active in the teachers’
union, were arrested for “jaywalk-
ing” as part of a group that was
making its way to a meeting to dis-
cuss the strike last week.

Public-sector workers are
among the poorest paid in the
world, with 70 per cent of the coun-
try surviving on less than $2 per
day.

Trade Union Congress of
Swaziland is co-ordinating the
action taken by its affiliated unions
and promised “all government sys-
tems shall be down” during the
strike.

SCP general secretary Kenneth
Kunene called for solidarity with
Swaziland’s workers in their strug-
gle against the autocratic regime.

“Without international soli-
darity, the struggles of workers in
Swaziland will continue to go unno-
ticed by the rest of the world,” he
said.
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North Korea can even plausibly be
considered as a possible threat to the
United States.

Pence, Bolton and Pompeo are
all talking about the same thing,
which is the continued existence of
some governments that are reluc-
tant to fall in line with Washington’s
demands. They have to be banished
from polite discourse by declar-
ing them “rogue” or “tyrannical” or
“evil.” Other nations with far worse
human rights records — to include
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Israel and
Egypt — are given a pass as long as
they stay aligned with the US on
policy.

So useful “lists” are all about
what Washington wants the world
to believe about itself and its adver-
saries. Put competitors on a list and
condemn them to eternal denigration
whenever their names come up. And,
as Pence observes, it is all done to
prevent the overturning of the “inter-
national order.”

However, his is a curious conceit
as it is the United States and some of
its allies, through their repeated and
illegal interventions in foreign coun-
tries, that have established something
like international disorder.
globalresearch.ca &

US Undersecretary of State John Bolton.
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Israel bombs Syria

Tensions escalated in the Middle
East today after Syria threatened
to bomb Tel Aviv airport in retali-
ation for the latest Israeli mis-
sile strikes targeting Damascus
International Airport.

The Syrian government warned
that it would exercise its legitimate
right to self-defence following Tel
Aviv’s latest attack, arguing that
Israel has been acting with impunity
in Syrian airspace for years.

Damascus said the Israeli aerial
bombardments were in breach of
international law and demanded an
end to the “almost daily aggression”
against Syrian territory.

Syria’s permanent representa-
tive to the UN, Dr Bashar al-Jaafari
demanded a condemnation of “the
crimes of the Israeli occupation and
its daily oppressive practices against
the people of the occupied Syrian
Golan Heights.”

He told those gathered in New
York that air strikes against alleged
Iranian targets close to Syria’s

busiest domestic airport were a
regular occurrence with Lieutenant
General Gadi Eisenkot, the Israeli
army’s outgoing chief of staff,
admitting last week that thousands
of missile attacks had been carried
out in recent years.

In one of the most serious inci-
dents, 15 Russian air force person-
nel were killed last September after
Israeli jets used their aircraft as a
cover, moving it into the path of a
Syrian air defence missile.

Mr Jaafari warned that the con-
stant Israeli attacks “would not have
been possible without the failure of
the security council to implement
its decisions for decades and with-
out the unlimited support provided
by the permanent members of the
council of this rogue entity.”

Israel has long been accused by
Damascus of supporting terrorist
organisations in Syria. Mr Jaafari
said Tel Aviv’s sponsors, includ-
ing Britain, the US and France who
launched missile attacks last year

following allegations of a chemical
attack launched by President Bashar
al-Assad on the people of Douma,
have failed to act on its lawless
behaviour.

He accused the policies and
actions of the three imperialist
countries of being “in total con-
tradiction of their responsibility to
maintain international peace and
security in accordance with interna-
tional law.

“Isn’t it time now for the UN
security council to stop the Israeli
repeated aggressions on the Syrian
Arab Republic territories?

“Or is it required to draw the
attention of the war-makers in this
council by exercising our legiti-
mate right to defend ourselves and
respond to the Israeli aggression
on Damascus International Civil
Airport in the same way on Tel Aviv
Airport?” Mr Jaafari asked.
Morning Star &

Strike in northern Mexico

Steve Sweeney

Tens of thousands of striking
auto parts workers in Mexico are
angry over an appeal by bosses
for state intervention to resolve
the dispute which entered its 12th
day on January 23.

The Business Coordinating
Council (CCE), the largest bosses’
group in Mexico, appealed directly
to new President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador (Amlo) asking for
him to end the “instability” caused
by the strike which they warned
could “bring irreversible conse-
quences for the region’s economy.”

Around 70,000 factory work-
ers in Matamoros in Tamaulipas
state walked out at the beginning of
January in a dispute over an annual
pay award.

They are demanding a 20 per-
cent pay rise and a $1,700 (£1,300)
bonus, with bosses refusing to pay
out.

Workers in Matamoros are
among the lowest paid in Mexico
with the average wage 30 percent
lower than the national average. The
average monthly salary in the facto-
ries ranges from $190 to $337.60 per
month.

Strike action has affected at least
45 “maquiladoras” — factories that
produce goods for the US market,
including cables, electrical compo-
nents, parts and accessories for vehi-
cles, textiles, chemical products,
machinery and computer products.

The walkout appears to be
affecting the US auto industry with
reports that production has slowed
in GM Motors. Production at Ford’s

assembly plant in Michigan will
come to a standstill this week due
to a shortage of parts caused by the
Mexican strike.

Demonstrations are being closely
watched by Mexico’s armed forces
while bosses are reportedly locking
workers in, preventing them from
joining the action.

Strikers have urged international
solidarity and called for “all Mexican
workers” to join them in a national
general strike, which they are label-
ling “A Day Without Workers.”

Amlo insists that he has taken
measures to improve conditions
for workers along the US-Mexican
border by increasing the minimum
wage from $4.50 to $9 a day.
Morning Star &
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Brexit Plan B

Jonvary 30,2019 @

Al Neal

British Prime Minister Theresa May’s

proposed European Union (EU) divorce

agreement was utterly crushed by Britain’s

Parliament last week, with members of

Parliament rejecting it 432 votes to 202 —

the largest defeat experienced by a govern-

ment in modern British political history.

May returned to the House of Commons
on Monday, January 21 to give a statement on
her next steps for Brexit. Her “Plan B” was a
slightly watered-down version of last week’s
defeated “Plan A,” but did reflect movement
regarding two crucial issues — fees for EU citi-
zens in the UK, and a hard border in Ireland —
while holding firm on all others.

In her statement, May:

» Refused to rule out a no-deal EU
withdrawal, saying the House of Commons
must either approve an agreement or revoke
Article 50, the measure that called for the
UK to leave the EU.

* Said a second referendum would “set a
difficult precedent” and “damage social
cohesion”.

+ Committed to ensuring that EU citizens in
the UK will be able to stay and continue to
access in-country benefits and services on
broadly the same terms as now, “in both a
deal and a no-deal scenario,” by waiving
visa application fees.

* Denied considering reopening the Good

Friday Agreement in order to solve the Irish

backstop issue.

Assured MPs the government would

consult with them regularly as negotiations

continue, ensuring their voices are heard.

+ Said a new motion would be brought up for
a vote January 29.

May closed by outlining three key changes
needed, including flexibility and openness in
engaging Parliament while negotiating future
EU relationships, embedding the “strongest
possible protections on workers’ rights and the
environment,” and a commitment to no hard
border in Northern Ireland.

Currently May is considering putting a
“sunset clause” to a vote in Parliament set-
ting a time limit to the Irish border issue, in an
effort to secure a divorce agreement that will
both win a parliamentary majority and improve
negotiations with the EU.

However, EU chief negotiator Michel
Barnier rejected the idea saying the current
deal reached with the Prime Minister was “the
best deal possible.”

“It’s now for the UK leaders to build this
stable and political majority for a deal,” he
continued. “We are waiting for the next steps
and are ready to work again on the political
declaration.”

The House of Commons will also be voting
on several amendments proposed by MP’s to
the current deal, including an extension of the
Article 50 timeline and more parliamentary
power to block a no-deal divorce.

The votes will be non-binding but will
serve as a test for changes May could con-
sider for her Brexit deal. A binding vote is not
expected until February.

In response, Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn
submitted a party amendment calling for a par-
liamentary vote on whether to hold a second
referendum.

“Our amendment will allow MPs to vote
on options to end this Brexit deadlock and pre-
vent the chaos of a no-deal,” Corbyn said. “It
is time for Labour’s alternative plan to take
centre stage, while keeping all options on the
table, including the option of a public vote.”

The amendment — opposed by many
Labour frontbench MPs — is worded to not
commit party leadership to backing a refer-
endum if a vote did take place, and called for
May’s government to vote on two options:
Labour’s alternative Brexit plan, and whether
to “to hold a public vote on a deal or a propo-
sition” that is supported by a majority in the
Commons.”

Labour’s alternative Brexit plan proposes
the UK stay in a post-Brexit customs union
with the EU and calls for a strong relationship
with the single market.

It is unlikely the amendment will pass.

Here’s a summary of the original Brexit
withdrawal agreement:

Citizens rights:

e UK citizens in the EU, and EU citizens in

the UK, will keep their residency and social

security rights after Brexit.

Citizens who relocate to another EU

country during the transition period,

including the UK, will be allowed to stay in

the country after the transition.

* Anyone who stays in the same EU country
for five years will be able to apply for
permanent residence in the UK.

Transition period:

* The timeline for EU withdrawal begins
March 20, 2019 and goes until December
31, 2020.

* The UK will be required to follow all

EU rules but will lose membership in its

institutions.

The draft agreement lays out frame work

for an extension of the timeline, but only for

one to two years — 2022 at the latest.

* Any extension must be agreed to by both
the UK and EU before July 1, 2020.

Laws and legal disputes:

* The UK will remain under jurisdiction of
the European Court of Justice (ECJ) during
the transition period.

A joint UK-EU committee will be formed
in an effort to resolve any disputes on
interpretation of the agreement.

If the backstop is triggered and the UK
forms a single customs territory with the
EU, the ECJ will not be able to resolve
disputes between the UK and EU directly.

The Irish backstop:

* If no long-term trade deal is reached by
2020, avoiding a hard border between
Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland, and no extension to the timeline is
reached, then a “If the backstop is triggered
and the UK forms a single customs territory
with the EU, the ECJ will not be able to
resolve disputes between the UK and EU
directly.”

 Northern Ireland will have a closer customs
relationship with the EU than the rest of
the UK — including more alignment with
rules and regulations under the EU’s single
market.

* The UK won’t be able to leave the backstop
independently, it will have to be agreed on
with the EU.

Other provisions:

* Protocols on British military bases in
Cyprus.

» UK withdrawal from the European Atomic
Energy Community (Euratom).

* Procedures to reach a separate agreement
on access to EU fishing in UK waters —
primarily Scotland, saying If the backstop
is triggered and the UK forms a single
customs territory with the EU, the ECJ will
not be able to resolve disputes between the
UK and EU directly.

The issue of “complete control” over
domestic fishing waters, along with the back-
stop, has led to much resentment from Scottish
nationalists, further boosting the calls for
Scottish independence.

Other Brexit options
on the table:

Start over with a “soft” Brexit deal: It
would allow Britain to remain part of the EU
Bloc’s customs union, or single market, and
is likely to receive consideration from EU
leaders.

Extend the exit timeline: With the March
29 Brexit deadline fast approaching, Britain
could request to extend its departure timeline
under Article 50 — the legal provision allow-
ing for Withdrawal from the EU — for several
months, affording time to renegotiate Brexit’s
terms. This option has recently raised concerns
in the EU Parliament over how it would affect
its upcoming elections.

General Election: The Labour Party has
made it clear it will continue to try and force
an election and could attempt further no-confi-
dence votes in the upcoming weeks.

Another Referendum: The government
could choose to hold another vote on Brexit,
but would still require an extension of Article
50, and new legislation would have to be pro-
posed for a referendum to happen, and to deter-
mine its rules and who would be allowed to
vote. Referendum rules are set up under the
“Political Parties, Elections and Referendum
Act 0f 2000.”

No Deal: The UK would leave the EU
March 29 as scheduled. The Bank of England
has warned an exit with no deal could send
Britain into its deepest recession in almost a
century, and such a sudden end to trade agree-
ments could gridlock British ports, leading to
shortages of food and medicine.

Form a citizen’s assembly: The plan would
bring 500 members of the public together,
facilitated by experts, that would attempt to
reach a consensus on how to move forward.
The non-partisan plan was proposed by Labour
MP’s Stella Creasy and Lisa Nandy. The cit-
izens assembly was most recently used in
Ireland during debates on the countries strict
abortion laws

Or, the UK could flat out revoke Article 50
and cancel Brexit: A ruling by the European
Court of Justice said the move would be legal
and would not need agreement from the other
27 EU countries — quite an unlikely scenario
as the government is still committed to Brexit.
People’s World &



10  Jonuary 30, 2019

Letteryto-the Editor ,&

The Guawdiar
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hilly NSW 2010

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au

Telstra jobs
apocalypse

Telstra is sacking 752 work-
ers around the country, as the
telco continues with its plans
to slash more than a quarter of
the company’s workforce. The
Commubity and Public Sector
Union has been notified of the cuts
across every state and territory,
though Telstra says the cuts will
be partially offset by the creation
of 347 new roles.

It is the second mass sacking
since Telstra announced in June last
year that it would be axing 9,500
workers. More than 1,100 jobs were
cut in August.

This is disturbing news for
Telstra workers and customers alike.
Telstra is pushing on with its self-
destructive and short-sighted plan
to slash a quarter of its workforce,
ignoring the harm that will cause to
staff and Telstra services.

Each and every one of these 752
people makes a valuable contribu-
tion to Telstra. The impact from a
mass sacking on this scale won’t just
hit these workers and their families.
It will be felt throughout the entire
organisation.

Sadly, we believe this is just the
start for the jobs apocalypse planned
by Telstra management. Clearly
sacking one in four workers isn’t
going to help with faltering customer
satisfaction in Telstra’s services.

Telstra isn’t treating those work-
ers who will remain any better, with
the telco continuing to stand in the
way of union efforts to negotiate a
fair and decent enterprise agreement.
Of particular concern is Telstra’s
continuing refusal to agree to pro-
vide a dignified redundancy process,
and that the company is still pushing
what’s an effective wage cut on staff.

The only way for Telstra to halt

its sad decline is for the company
to recognise that its workforce is
the company’s best asset. Industrial
action is a possibility as we explore
ways to make Telstra management
see sense.
Brooke Muscat-Bentley
CPSU deputy national president

Underpaid gig
economy workers

We have heard nothing from the
federal government on the wides-
cale wage theft and non-payment
of super by the likes of Uber,
Deliveroo, and others. We have
heard nothing in response to rev-
elations of people being sexually
and physically assaulted on the
job and forced to go to work the
next day to put food on the table.

We have not seen any plans to
regulate the on-demand economy
to protect workers. Yet we hear how
the government plans to catch these
underpaid workers. That pretty much
sums up how this government views
working people and whose side they
are on.

These workers need rights to
minimum pay, superannuation, sick
leave, payment when they are forced
off the job because of injury, and the
right to challenge an unfair dismissal.
They also need rights to collective
bargaining so they can challenge
these powerful multinationals which
employ a legion of ex-political oper-
atives to protect themselves against
legislators requiring them to meet
community standards.

Food delivery service Foodora
left Australia last year, paying just
$3 million towards an $8 million bill
in unpaid wages and superannua-
tion. The TWU along with rider Josh
Klooger won a landmark case over
his unfair dismissal while working
for Foodora. Surveys of ridershare
drivers and food delivery riders
reveals widespread underpayment
and basic rights denied.

A survey of over 1,100 ride-
share drivers across Australia shows
the average pay is just $16 per hour
before fuel, insurance and other costs
are taken out. One in 10 drivers has
been physically assaulted while six
percent have been sexually assaulted.

Ridershare drivers have faced

Guardian

deaths threats towards them and their
families, rape threats, sexual assault,
being punched in the face, held at
knifepoint, had their car windows
broken, their cars stolen and have
received racial abuse.

They have been immediately
deactivated from the ride-share
apps when passengers leave wal-
lets in their cars or when passengers
make entirely false reports. Almost
two-thirds of drivers have had false
reports by passengers.

Hundreds of riders have protests
in Sydney and Melbourne demand-
ing rights.

A survey of food delivery riders
shows three out of every four riders
are paid below minimum rates.

The rider survey also found:

Almost 50 percent of riders had
either been injured on the job or
knew someone who had.

Over 70 percent of riders said
they should get entitlements such as
sick leave.

Tony Sheldon
Transport Workers’ Union

Jallianwala Bagh massacre:
Time for an apology

Over 1,000 people were
murdered in one of the most
infamous episodes of British
imperialism — Amarijite Singh
explains.

I first heard about the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre when I was about
10 years old through my family
and friends and people at the Sikh
temple.

That was in the 1970s. When I
went to India aged 21 in 1982, I vis-
ited the site. This reinforced a feel-
ing of anger and sadness at the price
the Indian people paid to the British
empire for their “nerve” in demand-
ing independence.

The British empire, after World
War I, wanted to stamp its flagging
authority on all subject peoples —
whether in Egypt, China, Ireland or
India.

At Jallianwala Bagh, they did
that with racist humiliation, forc-
ing Indians to bow and crawl before
British officers, who beat up random
victims and finally unleashed their
bullets. British colonialism’s bul-
lets didn’t discriminate between
Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs.

Over 1,000 were murdered and
thousands injured for life in that
square, from where no escape was
possible.

It was deliberately planned.
There was no provocation from the
people — just indiscriminate firing
into a packed crowd. Daring to
support independence was enough
for them to be included in the
British empire’s murderous act of
intimidation aimed at all the Indian
people.

Now is the time for a formal
apology by the British government
to the Indian people. Past govern-
ments have apologised for slavery,
the Irish famine, Bloody Sunday and
Hillsborough among other atrocities.

The present British government
must dissociate itself and the British
people from this massacre. The
British people no longer want this
massacre hanging round their necks.

What was done by the govern-
ment of 1919 supposedly in their

name must now be undone by the
British government of 2019 clearly
in their name.

A hundred years of British gov-
ernment shame has to be ended for
both the Indian and British people.

For communities from the Indian
subcontinent in Britain — and indeed
for all ethnic groups from old colo-
nies — an apology recognises them as
an integral part of Britain, and a part
that is here to stay.

Because an apology undermines
the racist legacy of the British empire
that we are still suffering from today.

The make-believe nostalgia for
the empire when “everything was all
right and all was white” has reared
its head again in the EU referen-
dum. An apology will give confi-
dence to our resistance to such racist
self-deceit.

To improve understanding in the
future about the horrors of coloni-
alism, the Jallianwala Bagh massa-
cre must feature strongly in schools’
curriculums.

Should we be educating chil-
dren into thinking the British
empire, without any self-interest,
spread enlightenment and civili-
sation to the “coloured” world?
Shouldn’t we be placing Jallianwala
Bagh at the centre of British empire
history — along with the opium wars
in China, forced labour and segre-
gation in Africa, mustard gas in the
Middle East, starvation in Bengal,
the Black and Tan atrocities in
Ireland?

Nor was the empire a golden
era for the British workers. The
savagery of the employing class at
the appearance of trade unions and

electoral and social reform move-
ments is well-documented. But not
well known. Why is it that only now
public notice fastens on the Peterloo
massacre because of a recent film?

Perhaps the British government
and the ruling class realise a poten-
tial problem — one apology can open
many other cans of worms.

It can reveal the brutal acts of
imperialist class power were not an
accident, but a necessary compo-
nent dealt out to all and sundry, in
Britain and in the colonies. That’s
another good reason to force through
an apology for the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre.

The century committee, which
was established by the Indian
Workers Association and includes
trade unions across political parties
and other like-minded organisations,

is strongly campaigning to put pres-
sure on the government to apologise.

In the Communications Workers’
Union our branch has submitted
a motion to the CWU black work-
ers conference and also the national
CWU conference in April.

I have also requested other col-
leagues in other unions to take up the
campaign as well as raising the issue
in my own and other Asian com-
munities in south Wales. I am con-
fident we will get an apology, even
if it isn’t in time for the centenary in
April — the campaign will not stop
in April.

To sign the petition calling

for an apology for the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre visit
mstar.link/JallianwalaBagh.
Morning Star &
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Film Review by Eric A Gordon

Don’t Come Back

From the Moon

The new 82-minute feature film
Don’t Come Back from the Moon,
shot around the Salton Sea in
California’s Imperial Valley, can
be seen as a metaphor for the
hollowing out and drying up of
America’s working and middle
class.

The town it’s set in is but two
giant steps away from becoming one
of the West’s famous “ghost towns,”
settlements that once had a raison
d’étre but the market has no useful
place for any more.

Rusting industrial hulks are left
to disintegrate in the elements, turn-
ing into sculptural objects retain-
ing faint definitions of what they
once were. That picture includes the
townspeople.

One by one, all the once-work-
ing, men in this remote desert town
just ghost themselves, disappearing
overnight — “gone to the moon” —
with barely a farewell note of expla-
nation. Obviously, there’s no more
work for them there, but where they
go and whether they’ll ever be heard
from again are questions with scant
answers. They desert their families —
funny that the noun “desert” and the
verb “desert” are spelled the same —
leaving angry, frustrated wives, sons
and daughters behind.

It’s not just the relations aban-
doned, it’s the town and the sur-
rounding community, it’s the
working class and middle America.
Seen from a post-2016 perspec-
tive, perhaps it’s a preview from the
1970s-80s of the once fairly respect-
able, self-sustaining citizens who
would decades later feel abandoned
by both major political parties and
the economy.

A viewer presumes that many of
these made-useless guys will have
gone to the cities to find suitable
work — Los Angeles, Long Beach,
San Diego, Las Vegas — but in one
case a father decamps to a farm in
Nebraska, inviting his daughter to
join him there for the good schools.
Interestingly, there seems to be no
school these abandoned kids attend.
Perhaps the teachers have abandoned
them, too.

It’s almost the reverse story
of the “Okies” fifty years later,
the first wave of opportunity long
receded into the shrinking contours
of the dying, saline Salton Lake that
strangely, poetically, still attracts
migratory birds.

Left to their own meagre
resources, the unsupervised kids act
out in unarticulated rage, commit
acts of petty burglary and vandalism,

imitate their boozing parents, and
search out love and human connec-
tion in their economic and familial
distress. A whole town is trying to
understand why their fathers have
left them to negotiate the unfamil-
iar path to adulthood alone. It’s like
they’ve been issued a dare to grow
up fast.

Don’t Come Back From the
Moon is written for the screen by
Dean Bakopoulos and Bruce Thierry
Cheung, and directed by Cheung in
his feature film debut. The film is
an adaptation of Bakopoulos’s first
novel, Please Dont Come Back from
the Moon. It’s indicative of the mood
of this film that there’s no “please”
here.

The feature centres around
the Smalley family. Uncle John
(Jeremiah Noe) is among the first
men to disappear. Mother Eva
(Rashida Jones) and two sons are
left, the teenager Mickey (Jeff
Wahlberg, who reminds a viewer
of a very young Barack Obama)
and the maybe six-year-old Kolya
(Zackary Arthur). Mickey’s esca-
pades in grief, violence, despair,
sex and love recount a sad coming-
of-age. James Franco plays the part
of another deadbeat father, Roman,
whose daughter Sonya (Alyssa Elle
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Steinacker) becomes a love interest
of Mickey’s.

Chananun Chotrungroj serves as
director of photography. One of her
recurring images is of long freight
trains passing along the distant hori-
zon; in one scene she captures two
trains moving in opposite directions,
as if to imply that this desert town
has simply become “flyover” coun-
try, a place no one stops at any more.

In one roadside bar scene a folk-
singer delivers a song about an Irish
immigrant lonely for home, suggest-
ing parallels between native-born
and immigrant workers. “Is there
some happiness here in the desert?”
Mickey asks. He has his own answer
to that question, which points to a

new level of maturity, but it may not
convince a viewer. Don’t wait for a
sudden turnaround happy ending.
The musical score and choice of
songs is by Johnny Jewel, and it’s
one of the film’s best features.
Don’t Come Back From the
Moon has played the festival cir-
cuit and picked up some prizes
along the way: Special Jury Award
in Directing from the LA Film
Festival; the James Lyons Award for
Best Editing and Special Mention for
Best Feature at the Woodstock Film
Festival; and Best Narrative Feature
and Best Cinematography from the
Southampton Film Festival.
People’s World &

Book Review hy John Green

Minnie Lanshbury:

Suffragetie, Socialist, Rebel Councillor
by Janine Booth

A fascinating tour of London’s
East End working-class history,
this small volume is more than
a mere biography of Minnie
Lansbury. Highlighting the role
of immigrants, militant labour
movement struggles and battles
for women’s rights, its relevance
to our own times is astonishing.
Lansbury, born in 1889 into a
secular Jewish family from east-
ern Europe, was a bright student at
school, winning scholarships and

then training to become a teacher.
Through her activism in local strug-
gles she met Edgar, son of the
Labour Party’s future leader George
Lansbury, and the two married in
1914.

She became a significant figure
in the labour and communist move-
ments of the time and, while there
are few written records of her life,
Booth has done superb research
in digging out almost everything
discoverable and fitting the small

mosaic pieces together into a coher-
ent and highly readable narrative.

Lansbury became an alderman
on Poplar local council at the age of
only 30 in 1919 and was instrumen-
tal in helping to improve services on
all fronts, from children’s health to
housing and women’s rights.

In 1921, the council was faced
with a funding crisis due to the
financial crash. Then, as now, cen-
tral government starved poorer bor-
oughs of funds due to the unfair
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rating and financing system and
Lansbury and her fellow Labour
councillors challenged this and went
to prison for their principles — a
stand directly relevant to struggles
today.

The following year, she
became a founder member of the
Communist Party and remained
one until the day she died. But she
stayed in the Labour Party because
at that time there was no bar on
communists being members.

She campaigned vigorously for
women’s suffrage and, alongside
Sylvia Pankhurst, helped estab-
lish the East London Federation of
Suffragettes and its militant paper,
the Dreadnought.

The organisation split away
from Emmeline and Christabel
Pankhurst’s Women’s Social and
Political Union, which seemed more
concerned about fighting for the
right to vote for propertied middle-
class women than allying the move-
ment with the aspirations of their
working-class counterparts.

Lansbury and her husband vehe-
mently opposed the war in 1914
and campaigned for increased sup-
port for women during the slaugh-
ter, setting up the League of Rights
for Soldiers’ and Sailors” Wives
and Relatives. Then, as now, the

Jewish Chronicle and the religious
Jewish establishment were exceed-
ingly conservative and vehemently
attacked Jewish socialist organisa-
tions, opposed further Jewish immi-
gration from eastern Europe and
were gung-ho on the war.

In 1915, Lansbury left teaching
to become assistant honorary sec-
retary, alongside Sylvia Pankhurst,
of the East London Federation of
Suffragettes, which soon morphed
into the Workers’ Suffrage
Federation.

She and her husband welcomed
the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917
and he was a delegate to the huge
conference in Leeds in 1917 in sup-
port of it, at which a decision was
taken to set up British workers” and
soldiers’ councils.

When the Spanish flu epidemic
swept the country at the end of the
war, she became one of its victims.
She was already physically weak-
ened by the six weeks she had spent
in jail and succumbed in January
1922 at the age of only 32.

Janine Booth and the publishers
of the book, Five Leaves, are to be
congratulated on producing another
important working-class biogra-
phy of someone who deserves to be
better remembered and celebrated.
Morning Star &
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Political prisoners and mass
repression in Azerbaijan

Political exile Zamira Abbasova relays
the case of Mehman Huseynov, an
unjustly imprisoned journalist who is now
on hunger strike — a strike that has spread
across her embattled homeland

Azerbaijani civil society has been under
attack by the government since 2012.
International organisations were forced to
leave the country (US Peace Corps, World
Vision, Save the Children), bank accounts
frozen, local NGOs prosecuted, activists,
journalists, lawyers, and human rights
defenders have been facing gruesome pres-
sure, harassment and arrests.

Civil society has been under constant
attack from national security agencies. It is
a closed-off country whose youth are flee-
ing. Those who could not bear it have left
their home to seek asylum in other countries.
Many who had willpower to fight back like
Mehman Huseynov, journalist and blogger,
have ended up being jailed. He was arrested
on March 3, 2017 and sentenced to two
years. On December 26, 2018, close to his
release, the government of Azerbaijan threw
up a new charge — sparking several hunger
strikes and civil unrest throughout the whole
country.

To protest against the government’s bogus
charges trumped up ahead of his release on
March 3, Mehman has gone on hunger strike.
He stated: “I will continue my struggle until
the charges are dropped. Struggle requires sac-
rifice. The situation has come to a point that I
have to sacrifice my life. I must avoid other
things with my death.”

On the 12th day of his hunger strike, his
lawyer Shahla Humbatova announced that
Mehman was currently on a dairy diet followed
by acute stomach problems. He is now on his
27th day of hunger strike.

Since December 26 many activists, former
and current political prisoners have been fol-
lowing his path.

According to Meydan TV, Qiyas Ibrahim,
Orkhan Bakhishli, Bayram Mammadov, Ahsan
Nuruzadeh, Ilkin Rustamzadeh and Elchin
Ismayilli have announced hunger strikes from
their prison cells. They stated: “If we await our
fate like sacrificial lambs, tomorrow they will
“find’ drugs, weapons etc under our pillows, or
we will ‘beat someone’.”

Tofig Yagublu, Senuber Heydarova,
Shamil Nasirov, Natig Israphilli, and Namig
Abdullayev are also continuing their hunger
strike at the Musavat Party headquarters.

On January 14, one more prominent inves-
tigative journalist of Azerbaijan, Khadija
Ismayil has announced that she too will go on
a hunger strike with three demands from the
government of Azerbaijan:
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Human rights protesters in Paris condemn the jailing of lawyers and journalists ahead of the Baku Games, May 2015.

1. To drop charges against five political
prisoners who were about to end their
prison terms

2. To release all journalists, bloggers, and
freedom of expression activists from
prison

3. To start “zero political prisoner’s policy,”
including review of all political prisoners’
cases with the independent human rights
activists’ groups

On January 3, a group of women also ini-
tiated a protest against Mehman Huseynov’s
charges demanding his immediate release.
Then on January 6, several youth groups
attempted to protest in front of Court of Appeal
and were faced with police brutality, with sev-
eral detained. On January 10, another group
in the Salyan region organised a small pro-
test against Huseynov’s charges, as well as
asking the government to release other politi-
cal prisoners.

These protests have encouraged thousands
of citizens to bombard President [Tham Aliyev
and his daughter’s twitter accounts demanding
the release of Mehman and other illegally held
political prisoners.

As a reaction against these criticisms, gov-
ernment-backed trolls have shared a statement
“on behalf of Mehman Huseynov” that said
that he has stopped his strike and is eating well.
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His lawyer Shahla Humbatova has responded
to this statement:

“I read the request they have shared on
media as well. Mehman has not told me any-
thing about this request. This is not the first
case. Earlier, they shared that Mehman had
signed a document to stop the hunger strike
and when I asked him about it, Mehman
rejected this and said he had not signed any
document. Mehman is all right, he contin-
ues his strike and uses only dairy to maintain
himself.

“He is not planning to eat anything until he
gets released as deserved on March 3.”

International organisations like PEN,
Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International,
Frontline Defenders, IFEX, RFRL, OCCRP,
Human Rights House, the Committee to
Protect Journalists and others have now made
calls for his release.

Dunya Miyatovic, the Council of Europe
Commissioner for Human Rights, called the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, Mahmud Mammad-
Guliyev, in order to discuss the case. She “told
the deputy minister that the authorities should
drop the charges initiated against Mr Huseynov
on December 26 because they lack credibility. I
also underscored that the authorities are under
the obligation to provide the necessary medi-
cal care to Mr Huseynov whose conditions are
extremely worrying. For this reason, he should
be transferred to a civil hospital where he can
receive the necessary medical care. I hope that
the authorities of Azerbaijan will abide by their
human rights obligations.”

Additionally, Turan.az stated that the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation
in Europe representative on freedom of the
media Harlem Desir sent a letter to Azerbaijani
Foreign Minister Elmar Mammadyarov
expressing his serious concern about the situa-
tion, and the chair of the media NGO Institute

for Reporters’ Freedom and Safety had called
on the authorities to drop the charges.

These international statements do not cease
to appear in foreign media. On January 11 a
coalition of 41 organisations published a state-
ments against the government of Azerbaijan,
demanding Mehman and other political pris-
oners’ release.

Meydan TV were informed by the families
of Bayram Mammadov and Ilkin Rustamzada
that the Internal Security Service had been
threatening them to end their hunger strike or
they would be attacked in prison. None of these
prisoners were provided with medical care for
the duration of the hunger strike.

Clearly the European Parliament’s resolu-
tion which passed on January 17 with an over-
whelming majority (out of 597 MEPs, 533
were in favour, 36 abstained, and 28 rejected
it) demanding Mehman’s release, as well as the
25,000 people who came onto the streets on
January 19 in Baku to protest, have angered
the government.

We, the members of civil society are con-
cerned. We fear for everyone’s life who raises
their voice. We fear that they will be unjustly
investigated, prosecuted, imprisoned and even
killed. Sadly, Britain is silent.

Britain has repeatedly closed its eyes to
violations of human rights and freedom of
speech in Azerbaijan. One of the reasons may
be the close economic ties to Azerbaijan: on
January 10 Bloomberg mentioned that a major
British oil company intends to drill six new
exploration wells in the country by 2020. As
long as BP is in Azerbaijan, I guess we should
not expect much of an interest from the British
state — but we cannot wait until Azerbaijan is
shattered to the ground. Progressive voices
must take up the call for justice ourselves.
Zamira Abassanova is an exiled Azerbaijani
peace activist and podcaster.
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