
My Health Record

As the profi ts churn
Anna Pha

The My Health Record (MHR) website 
crashed and its telephone lines were in 
melt-down in the lead-up to the November 
15 deadline for opting out of the system. 
As more and more information becomes 
available about MHR and its likely uses 
and security risks, the number of people 
seeking to opt out has increased.

Under immense public pressure, the gov-
ernment agreed to an extension of the opt-out 
deadline to January 31, 2019. The two-and-
a-half month extension, which runs over the 
Christmas/holiday shutdown, was supported by 
a number of cross-benchers.

It falls far short of the 12-month exten-
sion recommended by the Senate Community 
Affairs Reference Committee’s report on the 
MHR and being called for by various medical, 
privacy, political and other organisations. It is 
far too short a time.

The Communist Party of Australia recom-
mends opting-out as it is always possible to 
opt-in at a later date. Once in, it will be pos-
sible to opt-out, but the data in the system will 
not be destroyed.

According to Health Minister Greg Hunt, 
more than six million people already had a 
My Health Record and over 14,000 healthcare 
professional organisations were connected. 
These included general practices, hospitals, 
pharmacies, diagnostic imaging and pathology 
practices.

The privacy risks have been well debated. 
Serious breaches are inevitable. The Offi ce 
of the Australian Information Commissioner 
– which is the independent regulator of the 
privacy aspects of the system – in a recent sub-
mission to a Senate inquiry reported nearly 100 
breaches. Asked how this fi tted with Hunt’s 
statement, his offi ce said these were either 
Medicare breaches or breaches where human 
error was involved – they were not cyber 
attacks on the platform.

By October 19, more than one million 
Australians had opted out.

Cannot be trusted
Some of the amendments to the legis-

lation on the MHR system are still before 
Parliament and Health Minister Greg Hunt 
has signalled that more are to come. It is an 
evolving system.

The scheme was launched under the 
Labor government in 2012 as the Personally 
Controlled Electronic Health Record. Towards 
the end of 2015, a Coalition Health Minister 
quietly presented legislation to rebadge 
e-health as MyHealth and to change the system 
from opt-in to opt-out

We already have a punitive social security 
system which seeks to control how recipients 
spend their income with the basics card and 

penalties for substance use. There is the pos-
sibility of the government withholding pay-
ments from people whose medical records 
reveal substance abuse or other “undeserving” 
behaviour such as allegedly related to sexual 
activity.

The promise was that it would only ever 
be an opt-in system. That means that anyone 
joining it, with the exception of minors, would 
be giving their permission, making a conscious 
decision and hopefully a well-informed one.

But there are no such things as guarantees 
when it comes to legislation. Laws can and 
are changed. Promises are made and broken. 
In the case of MHR, Labor made the original 
commitment that it would always be an opt-in 
system, and the Australian Greens supported 
changing it to an opt-out system in 2015.

The scheme collects information on peo-
ple’s health in a national data base. The con-
cept that such data could be accessed by health 
professionals is good in theory. In medical 
emergencies, for example, having access to 
details of medications or medial conditions 
could save lives.

But, in practice, access and use will be 
much wider, extending far beyond medical 
purposes. Serious doubts have also been raised 
about the accuracy and usefulness of MHRs 
with GPs not willing to spend the time updat-
ing them, MRI scans not being recorded, but 

rather an individual’s report on them, and so 
on.

The government is also keeping quiet on 
such important questions of access by intelli-
gence agencies, military, police and other non-
health related outfi ts.

Private sector interests
The private health, travel and life insur-

ance companies are lobbying hard for access. 
At present the government says they will not 
be given access. But for how long? It would be 
like gold to them to be able to rate people’s risk 
based on such personal data.

The person responsible for designing 
MHR also set up the British version which was 
almost identical to Australia’s version. It had to 
be abandoned in 2016 when the on-selling of 
personal data to pharmaceutical and insurance 
companies became known publicly.

The Australian Digital Health Agency 
(ADHA) is responsible for the delivery of 
digital healthcare systems and the national 
digital health strategy for Australia. It is a 
statutory authority in the form of a corporate 
Commonwealth entity, set up by the Coalition 
and commenced operations in July 2016.

Fairfax media have revealed that its chair-
man, Jim Birch, has been privately advising a 
global healthcare outsourcing company Serco, 
a fact not listed on his curriculum vitae on 

ADHA’s website. Serco is a UK-based global 
corporation with numerous contracts for health 
and other services with government agencies.

The Herald discovered this after obtain-
ing internal documents through Freedom of 
Information that detail Birch’s confl icts of 
interest. He has since offi cially resigned from 
his advisory role to Serco.

Another director, Rob Bransby, has held a 
full-time role as managing director of the pri-
vate health insurer HBF, since 2008. In all he 
spent 12 years at HBF. He is also the immedi-
ate past-President of the private health industry 
lobby group, Private Healthcare Australia.

Privatisation
There is also the real danger that the gov-

ernment will privatise the management of the 
centralised data system for recording medical 
information. Then there will be no control, no 
accountability or transparency as to how that 
data is used or on-sold.

The government previously called for ten-
ders for the privatisation of the management of 
the Medicare, Pharmaceutical Benefi ts Scheme 
and aged care payments systems. It was forced 
to pull back when this became public, but it has 
not abandoned its privatisation agenda.

MHR is not about improving health out-
comes, but about new avenues of profi t-churn-
ing for private operators. 

Nicaragua and the US 
neo-fascist offensive

The IMF is back in 
Argentina

6 12

Guardian
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA www.cpa.org.au

The Workers’ Weekly #1849 November 21, 2018

$   2

Building the Party
CPA report

5

ISSN 1325-295X

Change the Rules Plus!

3

We acknowledge the Sovereignty of Australia’s First Nations’ Peoples.



2  November 21, 2018 Guardian

In his address at the APEC summit last week in PNG, 
President of the Peoples Republic of China, Xi Jinping pointed 
out that economies in the Asia-Pacifi c region have a promising 
future if guided by right polices. “The way forward in this era is 
to promote multilateral trading systems which will create great 
opportunities for all countries,” he said.

“With links in the global chain of cooperation, developed 
nations must help developing countries eliminate poverty,” he 
said. Xi said in order for countries to achieve global economic 
development, developed nations must support developing nations 
through continued assistance in their development models.

“We should not expect one development model to fi t all coun-
tries or copy the development model of other countries,” he said, 
and that developing economies must have their own say on how 
they want to develop, and the right to choose which development 
model suits their country’s need. “Developing countries must have 
more say on their development path of choice” he said.

In this context it is clear that the economic, political and social 
problems that the people of the nations of the Pacifi c Ocean face 
will not be solved by the policies that the Australian government 
intends to impose.

These policies are not the solution, they are the problem. They 
are the failed policies that have created what are derogatively 
referred to as “failed states” by Western leaders and the media.

For years Australia has used its regional dominance to push 
Pacifi c nations towards the nirvana of free-market economics: tar-
iff cuts, private sector promotion, reduced government spending.

The results have been dismal in the bigger countries like Papua 
New Guinea and Fiji; they have been non-existent in smaller, 
poorer places like Kiribati, the Marshall Islands and Nauru.

Instead of accepting and recognising this truth, successive 
Australian governments have continued to foist these policies on 
the Pacifi c Island states by military might.

An “arc of instability” is seen to extend from Indonesia to New 
Zealand, taking in “problem spots” such as East Timor, Papua 
New Guinea, Bougainville, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Fiji.

In the eyes of the Australian government, all of these countries 
are ripe for intervention and occupation by Australian mili-
tary forces and administrators to bring them into line behind 
Australia’s subservience to the agenda of the United States in its 
preparation for a confl ict to begin in the Asia-Pacifi c.

The principle objective is to recolonises and enforce economic 
rationalist priorities on all the Island states. In August 2002, 
then PM John Howard said that the Island states must have law 
and order and security for people if they are “going to attract 
foreign investment and if they don’t attract foreign investment 
in a globalised economy their living standards so far from rising 
run the risk of sinking further”.

In 1999, Howard’s Foreign Affairs Minister Alexander 
Downer told an audience at the Murdoch University that “good 
governance” of Pacifi c Island states meant “support for sensible 
market-oriented economic policies.”

The exact opposite is the result of the policies being imposed.
What did the people of Papua New Guinea gain from the 

BHP gold mine at Ok Tedi? Did their standard of living rise 
from the devastation of their timber resources by foreign logging 
companies?

Did the people of Bougainville prosper from the Panguna 
Copper Mine owned by CRA (Rio Tinto)?

Have the people of West Papua benefi ted from the huge mines 
operated by American investment at Westernport?

In all cases the answer is a resounding “NO”. Quite the oppo-
site. It meant death and destruction, theft of lands, war, poisoning 
of rivers and the environment, the exploitation of people and 
resources and the wiping of their sovereignty and independence.

Historically, Australian governments have used aid programs 
to enforce its economic policies. While continuing to use aid as 
a weapon, it now intends to use military force and the physical 
takeover of government operations in the Island states as well.

What is this if not the re-imposition of colonialism?
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Big developers rule in NSW, as demonstrated most recently by the 
Berejiklian government’s decision to raise Warragamba Dam wall 
14 metres in order to protect downstream housing developments 
from flooding. The decision would inundate a huge area of the 
beautiful World Heritage-listed Blue Mountains, destroying 
precious flora and fauna and eliminating aboriginal sacred sites. 
Other options, including banning housing developments in flood 
plains, would reduce the risk of flooding, but the government is 
pressing on regardless. Community and environmental groups are 
organising resistance, and we intend to help them in what could be 
the equivalent of Tasmania’s mighty Franklin River struggle, but 
we need Press Fund contributions, so please send in something for 
the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to the following 
contributors this week:
Digireb $25, Dr G Dittura $10, AD $30, “Round Figure” $10, 
“Rough Red” $5, “Sparky” $10
This week’s total: $90 Progressive total: $7,400

Destructive 
palm oil pushers
Loren Bell

A palm oil supplier to PepsiCo, Mars, Hershey and 
Johnson & Johnson has resumed clearing intact 
forest in West Papua, Indonesia, despite pressure by 
other major companies, many of which have since 
severed ties with the producer. The deforestation 
triggered a series of automatic alerts by Global 
Forest Watch, a satellite monitoring system operated 
by the World Resources Institute (WRI).

PT Permata Putera Mandiri (PPM), a subsidiary of 
Austindo Nusantara Jaya Tbk (ANJ), has cleared 4.5 
square kilometres of intact forest since May. While this 
may seem like a relatively small area (in 2017 Indonesia 
lost 13,000 square kilometres of tree cover), it is signifi -
cant for the location, ANJ’s previous history, and the fact 
that this action violates the well-publicised commitments 
many of its customers have made to not deforest, not 
develop on peatlands, and not exploit Indigenous peo-
ples, also known as NDPE.

PPM fi rst began clearing forest in 2014. In response, 
palm oil giants GAR and Wilmar dropped ANJ from their 
supply chains, and Cargill followed in 2016. Facing a 
global boycott, PPM temporarily suspended forest clear-
ing, but resumed operations again in late 2017.

The Forest Trust (TFT), a non-profi t organisation that 
helps businesses establish sustainable sourcing policies, 
has worked with many of the above companies on their 
NDPEs. In 2014, TFT engaged with its members and 
ANJ to address the deforestation issue, but reached an 
impasse when the company said it had to clear the forest 
for plantation to remain profi table.

“ANJ’s stated need to clear a signifi cant proportion 
of their concessions to establish an economically viable 
operation led to stalemate,” Mark Sanderson, communi-
cations director for TFT, told Mongabay. “TFT felt there 
was little more we could offer to resolve this situation; 
one in which we regard ANJ, an otherwise well-run palm 
oil business, to have made a catastrophically bad busi-
ness decision.”

Nestlé, Mars, Hershey and Johnson & Johnson are 
all TFT member companies that listed ANJ as a direct 
or indirect supplier at the beginning of the year. Of 
these, only Nestlé has confi rmed it is actively working 
to remove ANJ from its supply chain. PepsiCo is not 
a TFT member, but does belong to the Roundtable on 
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), a non-profi t sustainable 
certifi cation group. PepsiCo continues to source indi-
rectly from ANJ, also an RSPO member.

Nestlé owns more than 2,000 brands, including 
Gerber baby food, DiGiorno and Tombstone frozen 
pizzas, Häagen-Dazs ice cream and Purina pet food. 
It says that while it doesn’t source directly from ANJ, 
it’s aware that oil from the company is still entering its 
products.

“Most of our suppliers have already removed ANJ 
from their supplier base, and we are working with those 
remaining to ensure that ANJ is removed from Nestlé’s 
supply chain,” a spokesperson told Mongabay.

The company has set a deadline for 2020 to ensure 
it is meeting its NDPE commitments, and to that end 
is working with TFT to implement the Starling satellite 
monitoring system to directly watch every concession in 
its supply chain. The system will be in place by the end 
of the year, and Nestlé will make the fi ndings publicly 
available by March 2019.

In May, Nestlé also published a blacklist of 10 sup-
pliers it has already removed or is actively removing 
from its palm oil pipelines. Although ANJ is not on that 
list, the company spokesperson detailed the steps taken 
in response to ANJ’s continued deforestation.

“We have been in contact with Fuji Oil” – which 
sources palm oil from ANJ – “to ensure ANJ is removed 

from their mills list,” Nestlé’s spokesperson said. “While 
the exit procedure can take up to six months, we are 
working with all our suppliers to ensure that blacklisted 
suppliers/plantations are completely removed from our 
entire supply chain ... We recognise there is more work 
to be done, but we are committed to ensuring the respon-
sible sourcing of our palm oil.”

Mars Incorporated is best known for its candy, but 
also produces food under several labels including Tasty 
Bites and Uncle Ben’s, and manufactures several pet food 
brands including IAMS, Pedigree and Whiskas.

Mars, a TFT member, lists ANJ as a direct supplier, 
despite having a robust NDPE commitment. Mars did not 
respond to Mongabay’s requests for comment.

While the NDPEs are seen by many as a step in 
the right direction, a lack of accountability and a 2020 
deadline has raised concerns about whether these com-
mitments are more than just greenwashing. A recent 
Greenpeace report details several hotspots of deforesta-
tion from oil palm plantations that sell to companies with 
NDPEs.

“TFT expects its members to pursue their NDPE 
implementations as quickly as possible, in other words 
ASAP and ideally before 2020,” Sanderson said. 
“However, it is not within the remit of TFT’s member 
relationships to instruct our members to remove any 
company, which we regard as a business decision that is 
theirs alone.”

PepsiCo still sources palm oil indirectly from ANJ 
through Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) and Felda-
IFFCO – despite its published NDPE commitment requir-
ing direct suppliers to “adopt high standards for palm oil 
sustainability throughout their systems.”

When asked how PepsiCo was responding to the 
deforestation, a spokesperson for the company initially 
said, “ANJ is not a direct supplier … PepsiCo does not 
directly or indirectly source from West Papua.”

This statement was later amended to add, “[W]e fi rst 
learned of the alleged ANJ violation from Greenpeace’s 
September report. As such, we are currently evaluating 
the relevant information and may choose to take further 
action.”

“PepsiCo takes a holistic, inclusive and collaborative 
approach to the entire value chain of which monitoring 
is one piece,” the company spokesperson said. “As such, 
we have not yet committed to one satellite monitoring 
system as it will take a broad range of stakeholders to 
work collaboratively to better understand how on-the-
ground action can be taken when violations do occur.”

Mongabay did not contact Johnson & Johnson and 
Hershey, both TFT members, for comment. J&J includes 
ANJ mills in its list of potential indirect suppliers, and 
Hershey indicates it purchases from Fuji Oil.

The 4.5 square kilometres of rainforest cleared by 
ANJ’s subsidiary in West Papua was highlighted in 
WRI’s quarterly bulletin “Places to Watch.” The list 
is drawn up using GLAD (Global Land Analysis and 
Discovery) alerts that identify deforestation through-
out the tropics by comparing weekly Landsat satellite 
images. GLAD automatically detects tree cover change 
with a 30 metre (98 foot) resolution.

WRI told Mongabay that although the algorithm 
identifi ed four different areas of active deforestation 
within concessions in Papua, it chose to focus on ANJ’s 
subsidiary both for its history and because it hadn’t high-
lighted it before. Historical satellite imagery indicates the 
company previously cleared around 15 square kilometres 
of forest between 2014 and 2017.
Mongabay
Mongabay aims to raise awareness about social 
and environmental issues related to forests and other 
ecosystems. It is a non-profi t provider of conservation 
and environmental science news. 
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From the Archives The Socialist, August 1979

Bob Briton*

Hundreds of thousands of Australian work-
ers have been mobilised by the ACTU’s 
Change the Rules campaign. The campaign 
is directed against the crippling legislative 
framework put in place by successive fed-
eral governments to prevent trade unions 
acting in their members’ interests. The 
“rules” seek to crush on-the-job organisa-
tion; to drive unions from the workplace 
and, thereby, destroy the trade union 
movement. Decades of brainwashing have 
left many workers questioning the value 
of joining their trade union. This attitude 
has been reinforced by a decline in the 
effectiveness of unions creating an almost 
perfect storm.

The results of this period of retreat are 
obvious. Wages are stagnant or in decline while 
corporate profi ts soar. Conditions are stolen 
from workers and deaths in the workplace are 
on the rise. Precarious work dominates the 
labour market. Unemployment and underem-
ployment are forcing record numbers into the 
ranks of the homeless. Families are under enor-
mous pressure with rising living costs, particu-
larly for accommodation.

But this is an “almost” perfect storm of 
reactionary developments. People will inevi-
tably resist oppression. Strikes in opposition 
to the capitalist agenda are at levels not seen 
for many years. Defi ance is in the air and 
Communists must be prepared to inject the 
necessary class-consciousness into the strug-
gle so that it doesn’t get neutralised in the event 
a Labor government is put in offi ce at the next 
federal election.

Communist 
trade union work

Thirty-two years ago, the Communist 
Party of the USA’s general secretary, the late 
Gus Hall gave a speech at a party trade union 
conference. His address dealt with the role of 
Communists in the trade unions and offered 
timeless advice to our members. The counsel is 
worth considering in the context of the Change 
the Rules campaign, which some in the trade 
union movement are trying to limit to a mar-
ginal seats campaign on behalf of the ALP.

The CPA supports the ACTU’s Change 
the Rules campaign but recognises its limita-
tions. The CPA’s demands for a shake-up of 
industrial relations legislation and structures 
were set out in a statement reproduced in 
the Guardian #1846 of October 31, 2018. It 
calls for action around the unfettered right to 

strike, the abolition of the Australian Building 
and Construction Commission (ABCC) must 
be non-negotiable as is the abolition of the 
Registered Organisations Commission (ROC). 
It demands the removal of barriers to industrial 
action in solidarity with workers in less organ-
ised sections of the labour movement.

And it goes further than simple changes 
to industrial relations law. “While campaign-
ing to Change the Rules will not alone resolve 
the ongoing internal contradictions of capital-
ism, these demands will strengthen the work-
ing class through struggle. We fi ght for these 
demands realising the inevitable need to take 
our political struggle for a socialist system to 
a higher level.”

Gus Hall pointed out that if this element is 
missing from trade union work, Communists 
are not fulfi lling their duty as Party members. 
He went further to say that if Communists 
were not incorporating Party-building in 
their trade union work, they were sliding into 
opportunism.

The “plus”
Hall noted that in the course of struggle, 

including strike struggles, class-consciousness 
does not automatically develop. Workers may 
hate the boss before during and after the occa-
sional win. But they don’t automatically see 
the connection between their struggle and that 
of other workers or the other political issues 
related to the imposition of the capitalist 

agenda. That’s the job of Communists. The 
most important thing for Communists to do 
in their trade union work, however, whether 
they are an offi cial, an organiser or in the work-
place, is to build the Party.

“If your trade union work does not result in 
Party building you are doing poor trade union 
work. It is dialectical. Communists cannot do 
poor Party work and good trade union work. 
They are tied together. What you do to prepare 
workers for a strike should also prepare work-
ers for the Party. There should be no contradic-
tion,” Hall said.

“If you have to be reminded, or even if 
you have to remind yourself, about the need 
to build the Party, or if it is a-once-in-a-while 
in your thoughts, you are not going to build 
the Party. If it is not a Party of your life you 
will not recruit. Party building consciousness 
must be a factor in everything we do, almost 
spontaneously, like a conditioned refl ex. It 
must become a part of our lifestyle. It is not 
that way with most of us. It is a-once-in-a-
while thought. If we have to say, ‘The Central 
Committee said we have to build the Party!’ we 
probably will not do it.”

Hall said he knew of a Party member 
engaged in trade union work who had never 
recruited to the Party. He may have been a 
fi ne trade unionist, but he wasn’t engaged in 
Communist trade union work developing more 
than a trade union consciousness among the 
workers. That consciousness is not enough, and 

it will never deliver out of the hands of the cap-
italist class. You may get a small victory from 
time to time but the building of the Party, the 
creation of the leadership for the revolutionary 
transformation of society will never eventu-
ate from such work. Hall said the comrade had 
wasted his life in the trade union movement – 
harsh but true.

Communists 
and Change the Rules

The Change the Rules campaign provides 
ample opportunity for Communists to have 
conversations linking the current struggles to 
the larger one for an end to capitalism and the 
building of socialism. This must be handled 
creatively, not in a blunt way lacking context or 
sensitivity. The Party has recruited good mem-
bers from the trade union movement recently 
and is showing leadership in areas of the work 
associated with the campaign.

We can be pleased but never satisfi ed with 
the growth of the Party in the trade unions and 
the efforts surrounding the Change the Rules 
campaign. Young members have joined their 
union and are seeking roles with in them. This 
is another good development. Nevertheless, 
Hall’s words are a timely reminder that, as we 
tackle the tasks associate with the campaign, 
we must bring that “plus” to our work.
*Bob Briton is General Secretary of the 
CPA 
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As teachers in public TAFE insti-
tutions across the country, we are 
committed to supporting every 
person who needs access to high 
quality vocational, adult and further 
education.

In the last few decades, governments 
have attempted to privatise the TAFE 
sector, directing government funding to 
voracious private for-profi t providers. 
Increasingly, the cost of TAFE and voca-
tional education has been shifted from 
governments onto students through loans 
schemes and a failure to adequately 
resource TAFE. 

TAFE and vocational education 
remain the worst funded education sec-
tors in the country, with funding having 
been cut by more than 15 percent 
between 2007 and 2016. Government 
expenditure has declined by 31.5 percent 
over the past 10 years.

The damage infl icted on the sector, 
particularly as a result of underfunding 
and attempts to privatise have eroded 
the viability of colleges and undermined 
confi dence in the system. In Australia 
overall, TAFE’s share of publicly funded 
hours declined from 81 percent in 2009 
to 54 percent in 2016. Enrolments in the 
sector have declined alarmingly in the 
last four years.

The Turnbull-Morrison government 
has overseen the debacle of the VET 
FEE-HELP scheme, allowing it to esca-
late so badly that experts estimate more 
than $7 billion has been expended on 
the scheme, a signifi cant proportion of 
which will never be recovered. Under 
this government, funding has been 
slashed and support for the system has 
collapsed.

TAFE is a highly regarded educa-
tional institution which has supported 
individuals, communities and employ-
ers for decades. It has developed 
partnerships with employers and com-
munities to provide pathways for stu-
dents to employment, further education 
and university. It provides support for 
those seeking employment for the fi rst 
time, those who missed opportunities at 
school, and those who seek retraining 

and further education throughout their 
lives. 

The Australian Education Union 
calls for:
• Guarantee a minimum 70 percent 

government funding to the public 
TAFE system.

• No public funding should go to 
private for-profi t providers, consistent 
with other education sectors.

• This must include investment to 
address high levels of precarious 
and casual employment, neglect of 
professional development and support 
and workload intensifi cation.

• Investment strategy, in consultation 
with state governments to address the 
deplorable state of TAFE facilities 
around the country. TAFE students 
should have access to high quality 
learning facilities, commensurate 
at least with those enjoyed by their 
university cousins. This would 
address the issue of parity of esteem, 
and rebuild confi dence in the sector. 

• Support a comprehensive independent 
inquiry into TAFE to consider a 
broad range of issues including: the 
collapse in confi dence and support 
for competency based training and 
training packages; the lack of overall 
investment, and the development of 
curriculum and courses.

• Abandon the failed student loans 
experiment, and cancel the debts of 
all students caught up in private for-
profi t provider scams.

• Re-invest in the TAFE teaching 
workforce and develop a future-
focused TAFE workforce 
development strategy in collaboration 
with the profession and the union, 
based on degree-level teaching 
qualifi cations to augment the industry 
qualifi cations required to prepare 
people for work and for participation 
in society.

Unless governments address the 
crisis in the TAFE and vocational edu-
cation sector as a matter of urgency, the 
consequences for society and the econ-
omy – and for the next generation of 
young people, will be dire. 

Australia

Deal from Boom Logistics

Liberals’ sell-out of 
Medicare and Centrelink services

A dispute years in the making 
between Boom Logistics and its 
workers at mobile crane yards 
in Port Kembla, Singleton and 
Carrington has been resolved 
after a concerted union campaign 
that saw workers at all three 
yards take fi ve weeks of protected 
industrial action.

The workers had not received a 
pay rise in over fi ve years, when they 
agreed to roll over an old agreement 

and even freeze wages to help the 
company – reportedly struggling at 
the time. But while the company’s 
position improved and management 
received pay rises of over 20 percent, 
it fought pay rises for the workers.

Last week the union secured an 
agreement with the company for 
a new EBA covering all three sites 
that provides for a wage increase and 
improved allowance and redundancy 
benefi ts.

“This is a great victory for the 
workers and the union in yet another 
epic battle over what should be fun-
damental workplace rights to fair 
pay and fair treatment,” CFMEU 
NSW Construction secretary Darren 
Greenfi eld said.

“The workers came to the party 
when the company was struggling. 
They agreed to modest pay rises and 
in some case, wage freezes.

“But the loyalty and sacrifi ce of 

the company’s long-term workforce 
amounted to nothing once Boom was 
back on its feet, giving management 
generous rises, and stuff-all for the 
workers.

“Our members’ demands were 
not outrageous, they just wanted a 
fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work. 
They work long hours in a dangerous 
profession.

“We are pleased the company 
has come to its senses and fi nally 

negotiated a fair Agreement – but it 
should never have come to this.

“This is a tactic repeated over 
and over again by companies in 
Australia – erode wages and condi-
tions, and gradually replace perma-
nent staff with cheap casual labour.

“This is why we need to change 
the rules and restore fairness to 
Australia’s Fair Work system.” 

A new Community and Public Sector Union 
(CPSU) report has outlined the Abbott-
Turnbull-Morrison government’s five-
year attack on Medicare and Centrelink 
services, and the impact of that attack on 
ordinary Australians who provide and rely 
upon those services.

The report includes the results of a survey 
of nearly 1,300 Medicare, Centrelink and 
Child Support workers employed by umbrella 
agency the Department of Human Services 
(DHS).

The ongoing damage being caused to 
DHS services by the government will be a 
major focus of the CPSU’s activities in the 
lead-up to the next federal election.

CPSU deputy secretary Melissa Donnelly 
said: “This report paints the full picture 
of the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison govern-
ment’s damaging and ideologically motivated 
attack on Medicare and Centrelink services. 
Australians should know that a vote for the 
Coalition is a vote for more damaging cuts 
and privatisation in DHS.

“Whether you’re talking about the robo-
debt debacle, the thousands of quality, per-
manent DHS jobs that have been cut or the 
decision to farm essential Medicare and 
Centrelink services out to profi t-hungry mul-
tinationals like Serco and Stellar, this govern-
ment has undermined the department at every 
step and continues to do so.”

Anyone who has needed to access 
Medicare or Centrelink services in recent 
years knows that service quality has declined, 
including the 48 million callers who couldn’t 
even get through on the phone at all in 2017-
18. Critically, this report now also includes 
the perspective of our members who work so 
hard to provide these services.

The CPSU says DHS workers know the 
inside story on why the services they pro-
vide to the community have declined under 
the current government, with a union survey 
providing damning statistics particularly on 
the use of labour hire and privately run call 
centres. Workers have seen the impact of mas-
sive job cuts and now they’re also seeing the 

fl ow-on impacts from farming work out to 
corporate interests focussed on profi ts not 
people.

“Human Services Minister Michael 
Keenan’s main weapon to defend this gov-
ernment’s horrendous track record on 
Medicare and Centrelink services appears to 
be paying another multinational corporation, 
KPMG, the say what a great job he’s doing,” 
said Donnelly. “The CPSU’s report gives 
Australians the real story, and they should 
vote accordingly.” 

TAFE Manifesto



Guardian November 21, 2018  5

Comrades,
On behalf of the Communist Party of 
Australia, I would like to thank the 
Communist Party of Greece (KKE) for 
hosting this 20th gathering called the 
International Meeting of Communist 
and Workers’ Parties. We would like to 
acknowledge the crucial role of the KKE 
in reviving the international meetings and 
its contribution to the movement over 
these past 20 years. I would like to send 
greetings on the centenary of the founding 
of the KKE and the 50th anniversary of 
the KNE. These are major achievements 
and milestones and deserve our heartiest 
congratulations.

The working class
The working class internationally has 

changed and developed over recent decades in 
line with the imposition of capitalist globalisa-
tion and new trade, economic frameworks and 
even military conquest. In developed countries 
like Australia, there has been a major change 
in the composition of the working class. 
Manufacturing, which used to fl ourish behind 
a wall of tariffs, quotas and other instruments 
of protection, has shrunk dramatically in the 
face of competition from cheap imports from 
low-wage centres.

This process of de-industrialisation was 
begun in the 1980s and coincided with the 
fl oating of the Australian dollar on world cur-
rency markets and the fi rst moves to the priva-
tisation of the signifi cant public sector of the 
Australian economy. Australia has never recov-
ered the levels of employment maintained in 
the early to mid-1970s. Jobs lost in the manu-
facturing sector were replaced, to some extent, 
by those in the service sector.

Most signifi cantly for the Australian work-
ing class, it was the beginning of the era of 
a class collaborationist approach by most 
Australian trade unions and their peak coun-
cil, the Australian Council of Trade Unions 
(ACTU). Union leaderships accepted capi-
talist arguments that wage rises cause infl a-
tion and unemployment, a feature of capitalist 
economies at the time, and promised to restrain 
wages and co-operate with employers in return 
for increases in the “social wage”.

The emphasis in much trade union work 
shifted from organisation in the workplace to 

“fi xing” issues at meetings of governments, 
heads of industry and with trade union lead-
ers. Trade union activism began a decline from 
which it has not recovered.

The combination of the decline in manu-
facturing and the ideological betrayal by trade 
union leaderships have left the working class 
in Australia vulnerable to the relentless attacks 
on its rights and conditions built up over dec-
ades of often bitter struggle. The lack of effec-
tiveness of trade unions has led to a steep 
decline in membership setting off a downward 
spiral with grave potential for Australia’s trade 
unions.

The working class is not the only section 
of the population to suffer increased exploita-
tion and disregard at the hands of monopolies. 
Poorer family farmers are squeezed at both 
ends by monopoly capital. They are extremely 
vulnerable to the monopoly prices paid for 
their inputs and to the demands of supermarket 
chains and other monopoly purchasers. Agri-
business sits ready to pounce to buy up more 
and more farms held by families, sometimes 
for generations.

Notions that exploitation somehow does 
not exist in countries like Australia or has 
somehow become benign denies the deterio-
rating reality of large sections of the working 
class and poor family farmers. The working 
class, due to its indispensable role in the proc-
ess of production, remains the only class with 
the potential to end the system of exploitation 
it suffers under. 

Situation of 
the working class

Almost four decades of retreat in the 
organised labour movement in Australia has 
delivered bitter results for Australian work-
ers. Precarious work dominates in the sluggish 
jobs growth that does take place. Fully 38 per-
cent of jobs in Australia are now categorised 
as precarious. Workers in this category have 
little security and few rights facing severe dif-
fi culties with budgeting and securing the basics 
such as housing. One in 15 Australians do not 
have a secure home of their own and over one 
hundred thousand are homeless.

Workers are punished under a restrictive 
industrial relations legislative framework. 
Unions are prevented from taking industrial 

action during the term of their enterprise bar-
gaining contract. These contracts can only 
include limited types of conditions for work-
ers. Workers’ access to their unions is strictly 
policed and restricted. Unions taking indus-
trial action have incurred huge fi nes, in some 
instances amounting to hundreds of thousands 
or even millions of dollars, designed to break 
them. Union organisers and activists also face 
fi nes and jail time for defying the anti-worker 
industrial relations regime.

This repressive environment has developed 
over decades since the 1990s and has tightened 
regardless of whether the openly conserva-
tive Liberal-National Coalition or the nomi-
nally social democratic Australian Labor Party 
has been in offi ce. Disillusionment with these 
two major forces is on the rise. The ACTU’s 
“Change the Rules” campaign has mobilised 
many workers to act against the crushing 
industrial relations framework. The CPA sup-
ports this campaign but has put more ambi-
tious demands including the unfettered right 
to strike and a call to “Change the System”. It 
is warning workers of the inevitable betrayal 
of their interests in the event of a Labor Party 
victory and reminding them of the need for a 
revolutionary change in the social and political 
system; for socialism.

Aboriginal people continue to suffer 
the worst oppression of any section of the 
Australian people. Report after report has iden-
tifi ed the wide gap between life expectancy, 
health, education and other vital indicators of 
the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal popula-
tions. Incarceration rates among Indigenous 
Australians are the highest in the world and 
deaths and mistreatment in prisons persist 
despite government inquiries and undertak-
ings. Children are still forcibly removed from 
their families and resource companies are still 
working to remove Aboriginal people from 
their traditional lands over which they have 
no effective control. Aboriginal workers toil in 
slave-like conditions for meagre government 
payments.

Alliances
The primary task of the Communists in 

Australia is to forge the strongest possible alli-
ance of workers and other exploited people 
to resist and to defeat the capitalist agenda. It 
means rebuilding the trade unions on a mili-
tant, class-conscious basis. In Australia it 
means raising the ideological level of workers 
to a socialist one to give them the confi dence in 
their own capacity to break through the legisla-
tive and other shackles placed on them.

Communists must unite other struggles of 
the people, against the sneaking privatisation 
and other aggression by the monopolies and 
show the connection between people’s declin-
ing standards of living, loss of security and 
support and the existence and functioning of 
capitalism.

Communists must fi ght racism, xenopho-
bia, Islamophobia and the rise of the far right. 
Attitudes from these sections of the popula-
tion have infi ltrated mainstream political par-
ties and their purpose, to disunite the working 
class, must be exposed. The rights of refugees 
to settlement in Australia must also be upheld 
and the government policy of punitive offshore 
detention defeated.

Communists must also rebuild an anti-
war movement with an anti-imperialist orien-
tation. The peace movement in Australia has 
suffered a long decline following the massive 
rallies against the second Gulf War. Signs are 
promising following the establishment of a 
new nationwide peace organisation called the 
Independent and Peaceful Australia Network.

The challenge before the anti-war move-
ment is huge. Australia is still locked into a 
war-fi ghting alliance with US imperialism. 
The government robs the people to meet its 
commitment to wars of conquest. Over the 
next 20 years, the Australian government is 
committed to spend $1 trillion on the military. 
Communists must win workers to an under-
standing of the existential threat the US alli-
ance involves and convince them of the need 
for peaceful and mutually benefi cial relations 
with our neighbours.

Building the Party
The Communist Party of Australia has 

experienced growth in recent times, particu-
larly among the youth. The increase in mem-
bership is encouraging but still inadequate for 
the size of the challenges ahead. Members, and 
not just younger ones, come to us from a polit-
ical environment that is confusing for those 
wanting to fi ght back in an effective way.

The Party’s 13th National Congress 
held last December declared in its Political 
Resolution that the Party must refocus on 
the trade union movement and that every 
member should be an activist in it and in their 
workplace.

We must meet our commitments to soli-
darity with our brothers and sisters strug-
gling for liberation internationally. Our Party 
has an unbroken tradition of internationalism 
and much fi ne work is currently being done 
but more must be done. We must play our 
part in the reinvigoration of the International 
Communist movement, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacifi c region. Our focus on the strug-
gles of our own people must never blind us to 
the struggles of others, often carried on in even 
more trying circumstances.

The Party must recruit more members with 
an emphasis on young workers. The youth of 
the Party have been tasked with this work in 
their growing networks across the country. 
Signs are very encouraging with some out-
standing community work being done as Party 
members in the spirit of serving the people. 
Much more work in this spirit needs to be car-
ried out.

The time has arrived to devote unprec-
edented effort to all these requirements, to 
thwart the monopolies’ agenda to impose more 
open slavery on workers and to profi t from 
imperialist war. As the Communist movement 
approaches the 100th anniversary of the foun-
dation of the original CPA in 1920, all mem-
bers of our Party must act in the spirit of the 
13th National Congress by “Taking the Party to 
the People”. Our success in this task of build-
ing the Party through action is essential for 
the future wellbeing and even survival of our 
people.
This is an abridged version of the report given 
by CPA General Secretary Bob Briton. 

Australia

Building the Party
CPA report 20th International Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties
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Fabian Escalante *

In April of the current year, media head-
lines pointed to a “revolution” breaking out 
in Nicaragua against the Sandinista Front 
government headed by Commander Daniel 
Ortega. Until then, and for 11 years, the 
government of that country, legitimately 
chosen in elections supervised by regional 
organisations, had carried out wide-rang-
ing programs for reducing residual pov-
erty, poor health, and illiteracy and also 
implemented many social programs that 
benefi ted rural and urban populations.

Highways, roads, aqueducts, and an 
expansive electrical system were constructed. 
A solid social front, with the participation of 
unions, private companies, and the state, man-
aged the economic and political interrelations 
among such programs. Benefi ts for the poor 
and marginalised sectors of the country were 
prioritised.

A police force and army (both formed in 
the liberation war against the empire) have 
together provided security for citizens and have 
systematically combatted drug traffi cking and 
gangs in the region. The security they offer 
doesn’t exist in any other country in the area 
nor probably in other regions of the continent.

Highlights of these years of the Sandinista 
government include diversity of political and 
religious tendencies and freedom of speech and 
assembly as evidenced by the country’s numer-
ous television, radio and newspaper media out-
lets. All political currents receiving votes are 
represented in the National Assembly. Over 
that time they’ve contributed to the balance 
that is necessary for achieving sustained eco-
nomic development. That shows up now with 
a GDP growing at a four percent annual rate.

Nicaragua’s original sin was to have 
achieved a Revolution and then to have 
defended it vigorously. The United States and 
local reactionaries wouldn’t ever forget that. At 
the end of the last century a dramatic and terri-
ble war devastated that country, one with only 
3.5 million inhabitants at that time.

The cost was 55,000 deaths, tens of thou-
sands of wounded, and destruction of the coun-
try’s socio-economic infrastructure. Then three 
liberal governments ruined the economy and 
stole even the keys.

The FSLN won the elections of 2006 and 
Daniel became president. The counter-revo-
lutionaries backed off, but remained in their 
hideouts waiting for whatever opportunity.

Secret
The empire for its part was working 

away in secret. For several years the CIA 
and its “legal” arm, the International Agency 
for Development (USAID), were training 
cadres and organising groups inside the var-
ious dissident sectors in Nicaraguan soci-
ety. The object was to attack, discredit and 
defeat the Sandinista government. They were 
working through organisations like National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED), Freedom 
House, Heritage Foundation, and the Albert 
Einstein Institute. They wanted to show the 
world and particularly our America that being 
revolutionary is a venal sin. Similarly, acting 
on behalf of masses of people is a crime 
against humanity.

In April the Nicaraguan government, 
facing demands from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) joined with private com-
panies and labour unions to negotiate reforms 
to social security. The IMF was proposing to 
raise the retirement age in a population whose 
life expectancy hardly reached 70 years. The 
IMF also wanted to increase contributions from 
workers and employers, drastically reduce pen-
sions for retired people, and eliminate social 
programs.

Negotiation led by the government and 
with the participation of private enterprise 
and unions was difficult, so much so that 
Nicaragua received a lot of help from interna-
tional organisations. But still there was a real 
threat. Finally, thanks to skilful negotiation, the 
government and IMF agreed not to change the 
retirement age and to adjust contributions to 
social security. So workers would have to con-
tribute seven percent of their wages to social 
security, up from the current 6.25 percent. 
Businesses would contribute 22.5 percent, up 
from 19 percent. And retired people would lose 
fi ve percent of their pensions to cover medical 
expenses. The government would compensate 
them by providing monetary bonds for their 
benefi t.

A little afterwards, after a decree on this 
had been released, disturbances broke out. 
They were concentrated at fi rst in universities 
and teaching centres, many of them private 
ones where subversives were waiting. On real-
ising how things were going, the government 
annulled the decree and expressed willingness 
to negotiate an alternative agreement inasmuch 
as the earlier one had been imposed through 
IMF pressure on the negotiations. Nicaragua 
receives important fi nancing from international 
organisations having to do with electricity, 
water, health care, education etc. The country 
could have lost all this inasmuch as the IMF 
exerts a decisive infl uence over those entities.

It was at that point that disturbances broke 
out. The CIA and its acolytes from the USAID 
were prepared. With help from counter-revo-
lutionaries and encouraged by the media, and 
with skilful manipulation by social networks, 
the rioting extended rapidly across the country 
like an epidemic. The police reacted to the cir-
cumstances according to their mission. The ini-
tial confrontations worsened once homemade 
weapons and conventional ones showed up in 
the rioters’ hands. As if following a master-
plan, they began to install “blockages” across 
highways and other access roads throughout 
the country in order to bring down its economy.

Strangely, the opposition’s demands were 
never about immediately taking power away 
from the established authorities, but instead 
were about refusing to wait until 2019 to hold 
presidential elections. That requires some 
thinking: an observer might ask, “Why would 
that be?” There’s only one reason: the coun-
ter-revolution wasn’t prepared to take power. 
Moreover, those involved wanted to wear 
down government authorities and discredit 
them. They lacked program, cohesion, and 
leaders capable of governing.

At that point the government appealed to 
the Catholic Church to mediate as “guarantor 
and witness” on the assumption that its leaders 
would be acting in good faith. The fi rst meet-
ing with the participation of Daniel and his col-
leagues was on May 23. It turned into a media 
show assembled under the complicit eye of the 
Church hierarchy. Dour businessmen, and ren-
egades from way back fell upon the govern-
ment delegation in a monumental provocation. 
President Daniel had to endure insults of all 
kinds.

But with his well-known presence of mind 
he rode out the storm and made sure in the fol-
lowing days that the negotiations wouldn’t 
fail. The government’s proposal that the bar-
riers be taken down, which was essential for 
replenishing supplies, was accepted. And like-
wise the opposition’s demand for the police to 
be withdrawn in all localities was agreed to. 
The police forces had been accused of abuses, 
which, by the way, was a claim quite unprec-
edented and unheard-of.

The government went along with such a 
demand in an attempt to avoid confrontation. 
Also it was confi dent that the Church with 
its supposed moral authority together with 

its allies would react positively. They were 
thinking that Church authorities also desired 
a peaceful resolution of the manufactured con-
fl ict, which was something that didn’t happen. 
Confrontations escalated just as the counter-
revolutionary “general staff” had expected.

Confrontations
Let us imagine for a moment what it means 

to take away the police in whatever city in the 
midst of overfl owing passions stimulated by all 
the media and social networks. Confrontations 
mushroomed and multiplied. Gangs work-
ing for the opposition and for their own inter-
ests inserted themselves in the streets and at 
the barricades. The outcome was predictable. 
Victims accumulated on both sides, either mur-
dered or wounded.

There were killings of militants and police, 
attacks on public buildings and government or 
Sandinista radio stations, dances of death by 
hot-heads on top of the “trees of life,” men 
burned alive with their pleas being “uploaded” 
to social networks, and fi nally a society in 
chaos. All the while, “opposition” agitators 
howled for help, playing the part of victims. 
With rifl es in their hands and shooting right 
and left, they invoked the OAS, the United 
Nations, the “Lima Group,” and all the inter-
national organisations. Raising their “cry to 
heaven,” they expressed outrage and demanded 
punishment for Nicaraguan leaders. Today, of 
course, they look on with indifference at the 
humanitarian crisis associated with the exodus 
of Hondurans pursuing the “American Dream.”

The atmosphere around their barricades 
was that of the 1980s war. Money fell into 
already overfi lled hands for the buying of mer-
cenaries and for killing and kidnapping police, 
or Sandinistas, or anyone looking suspicious. I 
don’t remember having seen or lived through 
such dramatic circumstances within the heart 
of a noble, friendly, warm, cordial people.

No neutral party
Once the authorities realised the Church 

was no neutral party, no guarantor of anything, 
and realised too that several churches were 
now counter-revolutionary headquarters and 
that the opposition was working toward a soft 
coup against the state, they reacted. They took 
back the streets and imposed order, arresting 
the main leaders and the terrorists. These were 
turned over to the courts. This was all done 
within the existing legal framework and with-
out the army having to leave its barracks.

Slowly the streets returned to normal, and 
in massive demonstrations Sandinista support-
ers backed their government and its leaders.

The Civic Alliance for Justice and 
Democracy emerged out of the roar of con-
frontation and smoke from gunfi re. It was 
composed of the main opposition groups and 
headed by the Council of Private Enterprise 
(COSEP) and leaders of the Catholic Church. 
Little groups formed in its wake at the last 
moment, among them the April 19 Movement, 
the anti [inter-oceanic] canal activists, and 
others. What was astonishing was that for the 
fi rst time rich people and their bishops claimed 
to be leading a “people’s revolution.” What a 
paradox!

Having carefully investigated these events, 
North American journalist Max Blumenthal 
had this to say about US interventions:

“Since the unrest began, the NED has 
taken measures to conceal the names of the 
groups it funds in Nicaragua on the grounds 
that they could face reprisals from the govern-
ment. But the main recipients of backing from 
Washington were already well known in the 
country.

“Hagamos Democracia, or Let’s Make 
Democracy, is the largest recipient of NED 
funding, reaping over US$525,000 in grants 

since 2014. The group’s president, Luciano 
Garcia, who oversees a network of report-
ers and activists, has declared that Ortega 
has turned Nicaragua into a ‘failed state’ and 
demanded his immediate resignation.

“The Managua-based Institute for Strategic 
Studies and Public Policy (IEEPP) has received 
at least US$260,000 from the NED since 2014. 
The grants have been earmarked to support the 
IEEPP’s work in training activists on ‘encour-
aging debate and generating information on 
security and violence.’ The funding has also 
covered efforts to monitor the ‘increased pres-
ence of Russia and China in the region,’ an 
obvious priority for Washington.

“As soon as the violent protests against 
Ortega were ignited, IEEPP director Felix 
Mariadiaga brought his agenda out into the 
open. A former World Economic Forum Young 
Global Leader educated at Yale and Harvard, 
Mariadaga was hailed by La Prensa for having 
‘sweated, bled and cried alongside the young 
students who have led the protests in Nicaragua 
that continue from April until the end of May.’

“Asked by La Prensa if there was any way 
out of the violence without regime change, 
Mariadaga was blunt: ‘I cannot imagine a way 
out at this moment that does not include a tran-
sition to democracy without Daniel Ortega.’ ”

In the wake of their failures, the opposi-
tion and its operatives created a new organi-
sation, “Blue and White for National Unity.” 
The name perhaps honours the unity the CIA 
created in the 1980s with UNO (National 
Opposition Union), which was the organisa-
tion opposing Sandinistas in that era. This time 
they are claiming to unite all opposition groups 
in forming a rear guard for the Civic Alliance. 
But in view of the latter’s class composition 
and its “revolutionary” plans, some discomfort 
is very likely.

Magazine

Nicaragua and the US neo-fasci

President José Daniel Ortega Saavedra rode out the storm 
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This history looks a lot like the soft corps 
orchestrated by the CIA, NED, and their asso-
ciates in Eastern European countries after the 
Soviet collapse. Organisations with similar slo-
gans and operating under cover brought down 
governments in that region. But this still unre-
solved episode in Nicaragua will be different.

As an epilogue, we’ll use testimony from 
an adversary of the Sandinistas who reveals 
what goes on inside the coup-plotting groups.

“I am from the San Juan district in Jinotepe 
municipality and am a student of FAREM 
[University] in Carazo. Along with several 
friends and comrades I joined the protests 
of April 19 in Jinotepe. These protests were 
against the reforms to social security that the 
Sandinista Government was carrying out. They 
affect us and all other Nicaraguans [...]

“All the time on social networks, we 
were making up attacks by the police, by the 
Sandinista Youth group, even saying that they 
kidnapped us students in order to have us issue 
a repudiation and express hatred toward people 
in the government. We too wanted to build sup-
port and backing from the population. At the 
same time we said we wouldn’t continue with 
this campaign of lies and that we would pub-
licise our own struggle, but they kept on with 
the lies [...]

“The hiring of gangs from the barrios gen-
erated much controversy. Many of us were 
opposed. We did so because they let the gangs 
watch over the barricades at night. That led to 
robberies and kidnappings like the seizing of 
the two transit police. But what certainly both-
ered us the most was to know that there were 
people who were fi nancing the pay for these 
gangs. Where did that money come from? [...] 
Their entering San Jose Colegio (St. Joseph’s 
College) was the tipping point. When the sis-
ters handed over the College supposedly for 

protection from attacks, no one foresaw the 
disaster this would become.

“Their action allowed for more thugs to 
come in and that led to more violence. We also 
criticised all that and declared that this wasn’t 
the objective when we began on April 19. [...] 
It was regrettable to see how drugs and alco-
hol were circulating at night at San Jose and 
regrettable too to observe the stealing amongst 
ourselves, and fi ghts with real punching over a 
drink, over an order, or for anything else.

“Today I decided to make this public 
denunciation for a simple reason [...] It pains 
me to see the harm they brought to Jinotepe, to 
see how they beat up our friends just because 
they thought differently, to see how they gave 
drugs to kids, to see how they plundered gov-
ernment institutions that attend to our own 
people, to see dead people in the streets of our 
Jinotepe [...] When was this going to end? In 
my own memory I don’t recall seeing people 
with AK47s and every kind of weapon and 
saying they want to kill a police offi cer.

“I ask for pardon and am repenting, and 
I know that God will bring more calm to 
Jinotepe and to Nicaragua – the calm that we 
all had and that a few of them had snatched 
away from us.”
This article was originally published in 
Spanish in La Pupila Insomne.
Translated by WT Whitney Jr.
*Fabian Escalante became head of Cuba’s 
Department of State Security in 1976 and 
afterwards was a senior offi cial in the 
Interior Ministry. He is currently director of 
the Cuban Security Studies Centre. He is an 
authority on CIA activities against Cuba. 
He has also undertaken research on the JFK 
assassination. 
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ist offensive

The camps organised by nationalist 
parties train children as young as eight to 
hate Russians, foreigners and gay people 
– and they now receive considerable 
government money to do so, reports 
Yuras Karmanau.
KIEV, Ukraine: The campers, some clad in 
combat fatigues, carefully aim their assault 
rifl es. Their instructor offers advice, don’t 
think of your target as a human being.

So when these boys and girls shoot, they 
will shoot to kill. Most are in their teens, but 
some are as young as eight.

They are at a summer camp created by one 
of Ukraine’s radical nationalist groups, hidden 
in a forest in the west of the country. The camp 
has two purposes – to train children to defend 
their country from Russians and their sympa-
thisers and to spread nationalist ideology.

“We never aim guns at people,” instructor 
Yuri “Chornota” Cherkashin tells them. “But 
we don’t count separatists, little green men, 
occupiers from Moscow, as people. So we can 
and should aim at them.”

The nationalists have been accused of vio-
lence and racism, but they have played a cen-
tral, volunteer role in Ukraine’s confl ict with 
Russia and they have maintained links with the 
government.

Earlier this year, the Ministry of Youth 
and Sports earmarked monies to fund some 
of the youth camps among the dozens built by 
the nationalists. The purpose, according to the 
ministry, is “national patriotic education.”

Ministry spokeswoman Natalia Vernigora 
said the money is distributed by a panel which 
looks for “signs of xenophobia and discrimi-
nation, it doesn’t analyse activities of specifi c 
groups.”

Cherkashin is a veteran of the fi ght against 
pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine. He 
was wounded in combat and later came to lead 

Sokil (Falcon), the youth wing of the Svoboda 
party. It is important, he says, to inculcate the 
nation’s youth with nationalist thought so they 
can battle Vladimir Putin’s Russia as well as 
“challenges that could completely destroy” 
European civilisation.

Among those challenges is LGBT rights, 
which lecturers denounce as a sign of Western 
decadence.

“You need to be aware of all that,” said 
instructor Ruslan Andreiko. “All those gender 
things, all those perversions of modern 
Bolsheviks who have come to power in Europe 
and now try to make all those LGBT things 
like gay pride parades part of the education 
system.”

While some youths dozed off during lec-
tures, others paid attention. Clearly, some were 
receptive.

During a break in training, a teenager 
played a nationalist march on his guitar. It was 
decorated with a sticker showing white bombs 
hitting a mosque, under the motto, “White 
Europe is Our Goal.”

Aside from the lectures and songs around 
the campfi re, life for the several dozen youths 
at the Svoboda camp was hard.

Campers were awoken in the middle of 
the night with a blast from a stun grenade. 
Stumbling out of their tents, soldiers in train-
ing struggled to hold AK-47s that were, in 
some cases, almost as tall as they were. They 
were required to carry the heavy rifl es all day 
and one of the girls broke down in tears from 
exhaustion.

At 18, Mykhailo was the oldest of the 
campers. The training, he said, was necessary.

“Every moment things can go wrong in our 
country. And one has to be ready for it. That’s 
why I came to this camp. To study how to pro-
tect myself and my loved ones,” he said.
Morning Star 

Fascists 
in training
Ukraine’s nationalist youth camps

and made sure in the following days that the negotiations wouldn’t fail. The government’s proposal that the 

ng supplies, was accepted.
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Paul Dobson

In late October the Communist Party of 
Venezuela (PCV) called for an “urgent” 
meeting with President Nicolás Maduro to 
discuss a series of government shortcom-
ings in the area of workers’ and campes-
inos’ (small farmers) rights. The proposed 
meeting, according to the general secretary 
of the PCV, Óscar Figuera, should be held 
“with the gloves off” and in the context of 
the electoral agreement between the ruling 
United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV) 
and the PCV.

The communists accuse the government of 
not fulfi lling any of the points of the February 
accord. The government is yet to respond to 
the call from its allies, despite continuing nego-
tiations that seek to achieve a unifi ed PSUV-
PCV list of candidates for the coming local 
elections.

Speaking to the press last month, Figuera 
drew Maduro’s attention to the “inaction” and 
“lack of response” of public authorities to the 
demands of the organised campesinos and 
in particular those of the Admirable March. 
Their demands include the handing over of 
title deeds to land, an end to state and military-
backed landlord violence, often including para-
militaries or hired thugs, and greater effi ciency 
and less corruption in government schemes 
for helping campesinos to increase national 
production.

Following a successful reception by 
President Maduro, the joint working groups 
established by the government and the march-
ing campesinos have stalled, forcing the latter 
to stage a short-lived hunger strike to force the 
government to address these issues.

Since Maduro met the campesinos, prom-
ising to put an end to landlord-backed attacks, 
a number of assassinations and attacks have 
taken place, particularly in the provinces of 
Barinas and Zulia (Sur de Lago). “Campesino 
leaders have received threats and persecutions 
[from landlords], and the competent authori-
ties such as the police, the National Guard and 
others, do not act,” Figuera declared. He char-
acterised those authorities as “complicit” and 
“permissive” in the “aggressive policies” of the 
landed classes.

He reiterated that the campesinos will 
“always fi nd the communists on their side.”

The PCV also called on the attorney-gen-
eral, Tarek William Saab – who is at present 
reviewing a series of investigations by his 
predecessor, Luisa Ortega Díaz, now a fugi-
tive – to “take a look at those who should be 
investigating in Barinas,” where local landlords 

recently murdered the campesino leaders Reyes 
Orlando Parra, Pedro Vielma, and José del Real 
Aguilar.

Last month the police authorities formally 
charged those captured for the murders, who 
are now awaiting trial. Attacks continued, how-
ever, in Sur de Lago, where campesinos con-
demned the wounding of a campesino leader, 
allegedly by the previous owners of a disputed 
plot of land.

Figuera also denounced the fact that the 
PCV campesino leader in Barinas, Robinson 
García, suffered an attempt on his life last 
week when bikers hired by landlords fi red 15 
shots into his truck. García is heavily involved 
in defending the campesinos’ demands in the 
region.

Another of the main points the Communist 
Party wishes to discuss is what it considers 
“insuffi cient” adjustments in the wage scales 
of public employees following the coming into 
effect of macro-economic reforms in August.

Public-sector workers in many indus-
tries have held a series of demonstrations to 
demand new collective contracts and an adjust-
ment in bonus schemes following the recon-
version of the national currency. In several 

companies new collective contracts have been 
agreed between the Ministry of Labour and 
the pro-government Bolivarian Trade Union 
Federation, which the PCV claims has lost 
touch with workers’ demands. “There have 
been meetings, the topic is being worked 
upon,” but the results have been “unaccepta-
ble,” he said, citing oil and transport workers, 
among others.

He also urged the national government, 
which the PCV does not participate in, to 
“listen to the people” and promote the “lead-
ing role” of the organised work force, claiming 
that the PCV has information showing that the 
new wage scales do not follow the proposals 
and demands discussed by the workers at the 
grass-roots level.

Figuera’s demand was illustrated this week 
after workers took over the abandoned fac-
tory of Smurfi t Kappa Cartones de Venezuela 
in Valencia, Carabobo state. The govern-
ment responded to the workers’ request that it 
assume legal ownership of the factory, which 
was left derelict when the company’s owners 
left the country without following the due pro-
cedures to cease production, in what is classed 
as an illegal closure under Venezuelan law.

Following the petition the minister of 
labour, Eduardo Piñate, visited the offi ces of 
the company in Valencia, making the takeover 
offi cial, in compliance with article 149 of the 
Labour Law.

Last month, during a meeting with the 
workers’ congress, Maduro had railed against 
private-sector sabotage and urged workers to 
take over companies abandoned by the owners. 
“From now it will be a goal for the working 
class to recuperate the productivity of this 
fi rm,” Piñate stated on signing the transfer 
papers. He also commended the workers for 
their fi rm support of the Bolivarian process.

“We, the Valencia-based factories of cor-
rugated cardboard, produce 80 percent of the 
national packaging,” one worker claimed, “and 
we can say that 80 percent of the factories 
are [now] operational with the support of the 
workers.” They are also planning on produc-
ing packaging for the pharmaceutical and food 
industries, he said. “The work-place of Smurfi t 
Kappa Cartones de Venezuela SA is reactivated 
after the illegal closing by the bosses, so as to 
protect the jobs of hundreds of workers and 
their families.”
Socialist Voice 

At the grass roots 
in Venezuela
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“A damning failure”
Marcus Barnett

LONDON: Theresa May’s 
“incompetent” Tory Party tee-
tered on the brink of collapse as 
her “chaotic” Brexit deal led to 
a wave of calls for her to quit. 
The Prime Minister was seriously 
undermined by the resignations 
of Brexit secretary Dominic Raab 
and work and pensions secretary 
Esther McVey, with other Tories 
following suit.

Hard-right Tory MP Jacob Rees-
Mogg called for a vote of no con-
fi dence in May in outrage over her 
Brexit deal. In his resignation letter, 
Raab said the regulatory regime 
proposed in the deal “presents a 
very real threat to the integrity of 
the United Kingdom,” and said he 
could not support a deal where the 
EU has a “veto over our ability to 
exit.”

McVey, who followed suit 
within the hour, said in her letter: 
“We have gone from no deal is 

better than a bad deal, to any deal is 
better than no deal.

“I cannot defend this, and I 
cannot vote for this deal.”

Two more junior ministers, 
including junior Brexit minis-
ter Suella Braverman, two par-
liamentary private secretaries, 
and Conservative Party vice chair 
Rehman Chishti also quit.

May stood for three hours in the 
House of Commons urging mem-
bers to back her deal or face “more 
uncertainty, more division, and a 
failure to deliver on the decision of 
the British people to leave the EU.”

She urged her colleagues to 
“seize the opportunities that lie 
ahead” in the deal.

But Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn slammed May’s plan as a 
“damning failure” that cannot offer 
the country the chance to actu-
ally take back control of the British 
economy.

“After two years of bungled 
negotiations, the government 

has produced a botched deal that 
breaches the Prime Minister’s own 
red lines and does not meet our six 
tests,” he said.

“The government is in chaos. 
Their deal risks leaving the country 
in an indefi nite halfway house with-
out a real say. When even the Brexit 
secretary who, theoretically at least, 
negotiated the deal says, ‘I cannot 
support the proposed deal,’ what 
faith does that give anyone else in 
this place or in the country?

“The government simply cannot 
put to Parliament this half-baked 
deal that both the Brexit secretary 
and his predecessor have rejected.”

Corbyn also criticised the PM 
for locking Britain into a deal “from 
which it cannot leave without the 
agreement of the EU,” casting doubt 
on her promise of a fully working 
relationship between Britain and the 
EU by January 2021.

He also drew attention to her 
agreements about restrictions on 
state aid and competition laws, 

saying that this economically limits 
the power of the country.

And he derided the govern-
ment’s inability to get a clear deal 
on the single market, to show any 
clarity on the Northern Ireland 
border question or to have any real 
immigration policy.

“This is not the deal the coun-
try was promised and Parliament 
cannot and I believe will not accept 
a false choice between this bad deal 
and no deal,” Corbyn continued.

“People around the country 
will be feeling anxious this morn-
ing about the industries they work 
in, the jobs they hold, and about the 
stability of this country.

“The government must now 
withdraw this half-baked deal which 
it is clear does not have the backing 
of the Cabinet, this Parliament, or 
the country.”

At the time of going to print, 
Rees-Mogg was encouraging others 
to move against May following his 
letter of no confi dence.

Shadow justice minister Richard 
Burgon said: “It’s become abun-
dantly clear that Theresa May is a 
King Canute Prime Minister and the 
tide is coming in.

“It is time for Theresa May and 
her rotten and incompetent govern-
ment to go.”

Communications Workers’ 
Union general secretary Dave 
Ward added to the chorus of voices 
demanding May’s resignation, 
saying: “We need an election, [the 
Tories] gone, and a Jeremy Corbyn-
led Labour government in place.

“Move over May. It’s time for 
the People’s Prime Minister.”

Speaking at a press conference 
as the Morning Star went to press, 
May insisted that she believes in her 
deal “with every fi bre of my being” 
and thanked those who resigned for 
their service.
Morning Star 
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Conn Hallinan

Terminating the Intermediate 
Nuclear Force Agreement (INF) 
treaty – which bans land-based 
cruise and ballistic missiles with 
a range of between 300 and 3,400 
miles – is not, in and of itself, a 
fatal blow to the network of trea-
ties and agreements dating back 
to the 1963 treaty that ended 
atmospheric testing of nuclear 
weapons. But coupled with other 
actions – George W Bush’s deci-
sion to withdraw from the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) in 
2002 and the Obama administra-
tion’s program to upgrade the 
nuclear weapons infrastructure 
– the tapestry of agreements that 
has, at least in part, limited these 
terrifying creations, is looking 
increasingly frayed.

“Leaving the INF,” says Sergey 
Rogov of the Institute of US and 
Canadian Studies, “could bring the 
whole structure of arms control 
crashing down.”

Lynn Rusten, the former senior 
director for arms control in the 
National Security Agency Council 
warns, “This is opening the door to 
an all-out arms race.”

Washington’s rationale for 
exiting the INF Treaty is that the 
Russians deployed the 9M729 cruise 
missile that the US claims violates 
the agreement, although Moscow 
denies it and the evidence has not 
been made public. Russia counter 
charges that the US ABM system – 
Aegis Ashore – deployed in Romania 
and planned for Poland could be 
used to launch similar medium range 
missiles.

If this were a disagreement 
over weapon capability, inspec-
tions would settle the matter. But the 
White House – in particular National 
Security Advisor John Bolton – is 
less concerned with inspections than 
extracting the US from agreements 
that in any way restrain the use of 
American power, be it military or 
economic. Thus, Trump dumped the 
Iran nuclear agreement, not because 
Iran is building nuclear weapons or 

violating the agreement, but because 
the administration wants to use eco-
nomic sanctions to pursue regime 
change in Teheran.

In some ways, the INF agree-
ment is low hanging fruit. The 
1987 treaty banned only land-based 
medium range missiles, not those 
launched by sea or air – where the 
Americans hold a strong edge – and 
it only covered the US and Russia. 
Other nuclear-armed countries, par-
ticularly China, India, North Korea, 
Israel and Pakistan have deployed a 
number of medium range nuclear-
armed missiles. One of the argu-
ments Bolton makes for exiting the 
INF is that it would allow the US 
to counter China’s medium range 
missiles.

But if the concern was control-
ling intermediate range missiles, the 
obvious path would be to expand the 
treaty to other nations and include air 
and sea launched weapons. Not that 
that would be easy. China has lots of 
intermediate range missiles, because 
most of its potential antagonists, like 
Japan or US bases in Asia, are within 
the range of such missiles. The same 
goes for Pakistan, India, and Israel.

Intermediate range weapons – 
sometimes called “theatre” missiles 
– do not threaten the US mainland 
the way that similar US missiles 
threaten China and Russia. Beijing 
and Moscow can be destroyed by 
long-range intercontinental missiles, 
but also by theatre missiles launched 
from ships or aircraft. One of the rea-
sons that Europeans are so opposed 
to withdrawing from the INF is 
that, in the advent of nuclear war, 
medium-range missiles on their soil 
will make them a target.

The Bush administration’s with-
drawal from the 1972 ABM treaty 
in 2002 was the fi rst major blow to 
the treaty framework. Anti-ballistic 
missiles are inherently destabilizing, 
because the easiest way to defeat 
such systems is to overwhelm them 
by expanding the number of launch-
ers and warheads. Bolton – a long-
time foe of the ABM agreement 
– recently bragged that dumping the 
treaty had no effect on arms control.

But the treaty’s demise has 
shelved START talks, and it was 
the ABM’s deployment in Eastern 
Europe – along with NATO’s expan-
sion up to the Russian borders – that 
led to Moscow deploying the cruise 
missile now in dispute.

While Bolton and Trump are 
more aggressive about terminat-
ing agreements, it was the Obama 
administration’s decision to spend 
US$1.6 trillion to upgrade and mod-
ernize US nuclear weapons that now 
endangers one of the central pillars 
of the nuclear treaty framework, 
the 1996 Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT).

That agreement ended the test-
ing of nuclear weapons, slowing the 
development of new weapons, par-
ticularly miniaturization and war-
heads with minimal yields. The 
former would allow more warheads 
on each missile, the latter could 
increase the possibility of using 
nuclear weapons without setting off 
a full-scale nuclear exchange.

The military and the nuclear 
establishment – ranging from com-
panies such as Lockheed Martin and 

Honeywell International to univer-
sity research centres – have long 
felt hindered by the CTBT. Add the 
Trump administration’s hostility to 
anything that constrains US power 
and the CTBT may be next on the 
list.

Restarting nuclear testing will 
end any controls on weapons of 
mass destruction. And since Article 
VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) requires nuclear-
armed powers to eventually disarm 
their weapons of mass destruction, 
that agreement may go as well. In a 
very short time countries like South 
Korea, Japan and Saudi Arabia will 
join the nuclear club, with South 
Africa and Brazil in the wings. 
The latter two countries researched 
producing nuclear weapons in the 
1980s, and South Africa actually 
tested one.

The demise of the INF agree-
ment will edge the world closer to 
nuclear war. Since medium range 
missiles shorten the warning time 
for a nuclear attack from 30 minutes 
to 10 minutes or less, countries will 
keep their weapons on a hair trigger. 

“Use them or lose them” is the phi-
losophy that impels the tactics of 
nuclear war.

In the past year, Russia and 
NATO held very large military 
exercises on one another’s borders. 
Russian, US and Chinese fighter 
planes routinely play games of 
chicken. What happens when one of 
those “games” goes wrong?

The US and the Soviet Union 
came within minutes of an acci-
dental war on at least two occa-
sions, and, with so many actors and 
so many weapons, it will be only a 
matter of time before some country 
interprets a radar image incorrectly 
and goes to DEFCON 1 – imminent 
nuclear war.

The INF Treaty came about 
because of strong opposition and 
huge demonstrations in Europe and 
the United States. That kind of pres-
sure, coupled with a pledge by coun-
tries not to deploy such weapons, 
will be required again, lest the entire 
tapestry of agreements that kept the 
horror of nuclear war at bay vanish.
globalresearch.ca 
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Unwrapping Armageddon
The erosion of nuclear arms control

Spain to close all 
nuclear and coal 
plants

Israel murders journalists

Announcement comes days after 
government drafts plans for 
100 percent renewable energy 
electricity system by 2050

Ben Cowles

Spain is to close the last of its 
nuclear reactors and coal power 
plants before 2030, Energy 
Secretary Jose Dominguez said 
today.

The social democratic govern-
ment says it is not going to extend 
the lifespan of any of its nuclear 
power plants beyond their 40-year 
lifespan.

Spain’s oldest reactor has been in 
operation for 37 years and its newest 
for just over 30. Therefore the 

reactors should close by 2021 and 
2028, respectively, if Spain sticks to 
its guns.

Permanently decommissioning 
the nuclear plants, Dominguez said, 
“will probably take us beyond 2030 
but we will not reach 2040. Before 
2040, we will have closed them,”

Spain’s government has drafted 
a climate plan targeting a 100 per-
cent renewable energy electricity 
system by 2050 as well as cutting 90 
per cent of it carbon emission in the 
same time period.

Spain’s goals for renewable 
energy outdo those adopted by the 
EU, which is asking member coun-
tries to target at least 32 percent of 
its energy from renewable sources 
by 2030.
Morning Star 

Israel’s destruction of the al-Aqsa TV station in 
Gaza was condemned last week by the International 
Federation of Journalists (IFJ), which declared 
solidarity with its affi liate the Palestinian Journalists 
Syndicate (PJS).

The PJS condemned the attack as “a crime against 
all Palestinian media” and urged all Palestinian journal-
ists “to show solidarity with the journalists of al-Aqsa 
TV.”

The IFJ “strongly condemns this latest violent 
attack targeting media conducted by Israeli forces and 
calls on Israel to stop the violence against all Palestinian 
media.

“We also show our solidarity with all Palestinian 
journalists, who every day work in dangerous condi-
tions and face real dangers to cover the confl ict in the 
region.”

Israeli aircraft fi rst fi red a “warning missile” at the 
multistorey building, allowing people to fl ee the site, 
before destroying it with additional missiles.

On the Sunday night, Israeli warplanes killed six 
Palestinians pursuing an army unit that had staged an 

incursion into Gaza and assassinated a mid-level Hamas 
commander. Once the assassination squad was back in 
Israel, their car was obliterated by an IDF rocket.

Hamas denounced the demolition of the al-Aqsa TV 
offi ces, which were previously bombed in December 
2008.

“It refl ects the enemy’s criminal mindset and is an 
attack on every free voice seeking to expose the ene-
my’s crimes, terrorism and violations at the expense of 
Gaza,” the group declared.

Hamas and other Palestinian resistance groups 
voiced their acceptance of an Egyptian-brokered cease-
fi re, but there was no immediate word from Israel on 
whether it had accepted the deal to halt the heaviest 
exchange of fi re since 2014.

Islamic Jihad spokesman Daoud Shehab said each 
side would promise quiet in exchange for quiet.

Just an hour before the Palestinian declaration, 
Israel’s security cabinet said it had ordered the military 
to “continue operations as needed,” following a six-
hour meeting.
Morning Star 
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The nature of democracy
Successive Israeli governments have regu-
larly killed Palestinian leaders by “targeted 
assassinations”, used their armed forces to 
invade Palestinian land and terrorise the 
people. They have invaded Lebanon, Syria 
and Egypt and used their airforce to bomb 
a nuclear facility in Iraq some years ago. 
These actions are also “terrorist” but the 
same Western governments have no hesita-
tion in backing Israel all the way.

Governments of other countries, not 

toeing the US line, irrespective of their elec-
toral system, have also been branded as either 
“terrorist” or as some sort of dictatorship and 
threatened with military intervention.

Cuba, for example, has one of the most 
democratic electoral systems in the world in 
that it facilitates the active involvement of the 
people in the nomination of the candidates and 
not just in the voting.

Genuine democracy means the participa-
tion of the people, not just in electing a gov-
ernment, but in the decisions that have to be 
made on economic, social and foreign policy 
questions.

This is facilitated and established in law. 
Such a system does not exist in Australia or in 
any other Western country where the political 
parties choose those who are to be put up for 
election and there are few means (apart from 
protest actions) for the public to have further 
input into decisions.

There is also the question of the role of 
the media and the huge corporate donations to 
political parties to ensure the election of per-
sons who become stooges of the corporations 
and protect their interests.

T Southern
Brisbane

Call to action
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the ABC, or 
SBS, was to put to air progressive, and 
truthful, documentaries. I can think of sev-
eral that should be on the ABC ... . Chasing 
Asylum, Constance on the Edge, and most 
recently, Border Politics. Then we might 
know a bit more about what was going 
on in our country, apart from what the 
government just wanted us to know. Yes 
there are shows such as Four Corners and 
Background Briefi ng, and thank goodness 
for those programs.

Although, especially with Four Corners, 
it veers to the government agenda (such 
as with the interviews with Steve Bannon, 
Hillary Clinton, and the supposed expose of 
the Greens). Perhaps, with the recent unrest, 
it is time to revisit the Don Dale prison for 
Aboriginal children. And I would love Four 
Corners to expose surely one of the most hei-
nous of Australian human rights violations, the 
incarceration of refugees.

One matter that has gone under the ABC 
radar, and that of all the mainstream media, 
is the extreme threat to Indigenous land in 
the Northern Territory. Over half of it may be 

fracked, with all the pollution and corruption of 
water sources, that is part of it.

It would be a tragedy if any fracking in the 
Northern Territory (or Western Australia) were 
to go ahead. We must fi ght it and win. Since 
2007 the fraudulent NT “Intervention” has 
been making life even harder for Indigenous 
communities than it already was. The harder 
the government makes life for Indigenous 
people, the easier it is to take their land in a 
campaign of pillage for profi t.

We, that is STICS (Stop the Intervention 
Collective Sydney) are holding a forum. NT 
traditional owners are speaking out. Please 
come and hear them. The Forum will be held 
at 6 pm Friday November 30, at the Redfern 
Community Centre, near Redfern Station, in 
Sydney. All are welcome to come. Together 
with Aboriginal people, we will stop the latest 
threat to Indigenous people and their land, in 
the Northern Territory. For more information 
about STICS and this campaign, please phone 
Cathy on 0422 385 852.

Stephen Langford
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
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John Ellison

Newspaper readers in Britain 
looking back from November 
1918 would have appreciated that 
the balance of military forces on 
the Western Front, after four 
years of relative stability, had 
changed crucially in the Allies’ 
favour since August, causing 
the front to move remorselessly 
eastwards towards Germany’s 
frontiers.

But readers remained insulated 
from the human reality of the war’s 
daily horrors by authoritarian censor-
ship and by unconditional support 
for the war given by war corre-
spondents and mainstream editors, 
who were generally even reluctant 
to draw attention to the decisive role 
since the summer of the fresh mil-
lion-plus US army.

In 1936, the then editor of 
this paper’s predecessor, the 
Daily Worker, Rajani Palme Dutt 
summed up the war in his classic 
World Politics. “The war of 1914 
was inevitable in the sense that 
imperialism could find no other 
solution for its confl icts ... The out-
break of the war ... revealed that the 
world forces unloosed by imperial-
ism had fully outstripped the con-
trol of the statesmen of imperialism 
... The war, once begun, drove for-
ward with its own murderous logic 
... The Gordian knot ... was fi nally 
cut by the sword of the revolution 
... The Russian Revolution ended 
the war in the East. The German 
Revolution ended the war in the 
West.”

An armistice with Turkey – the 
Ottoman empire – took effect on 
October 31. Its surviving empire dis-
solved, with Britain and France eager 
to digest vacant properties such as 
Palestine and Syria. Then came an 
armistice between the Western Allies 
and Austria-Hungary, just after 
Hungary had declared itself a sepa-
rate republic.

A preliminary overture to the 
US from Kaiser Wilhelm’s Germany 
in early October was succeeded by 
exchanges of messages and increas-
ing readiness to concede defeat. 
So, wrote communist journalist 
Allen Hutt, in his 1937 Post-War 
History of the British Working Class, 

“Hapsburg and Hohenzollern fol-
lowed Romanov into the dust.”

In Britain, at the highest politi-
cal level, prophecies about when the 
war would end changed swiftly. At 
a meeting on October 19 between 
Prime Minister Lloyd George, War 
Cabinet colleagues and generals, it 
was concluded that the war would 
continue until some time after the 
commencement of the 1919 cam-
paign. On October 27, Lloyd George 
and his News of the World proprietor 
friend Lord Riddell agreed upon “a 
slight shade of odds in favour of an 
armistice before Christmas.”

On the 26th, Labour’s weekly 
Herald, edited by George Lansbury, 
inserted in its editorial the latest 
published British weekly casualty 
list, heading it with the words: “The 
cost of going on.” The fi gures were: 
“Dead – 5,866, Wounded – 29,453, 
Missing – 1,481.”

The editorial pronounced: 
“Germany has at last committed 
what is, in the eyes of our jingoes, 
the most unpardonable sin. He has 
left us nothing to fi ght about.”

Total army casualties so far that 
year, the War Cabinet, but not the 
public, was told on November 1, 
were 800,000.

On November 3 – a Sunday – a 
mass meeting of trade unionists took 
place at London’s Albert Hall. The 
Independent Labour Party’s weekly, 
the Labour Leader commented the 
following week: “Over an hour 
before the time of commencement 
the Albert Hall was packed, there 
must have been over 8,000 persons 
present ... It was soon obvious that 
the meeting was more revolutionary 
than the resolution.”

The resolution certainly called 
for peace but did not insist on the 
“left” formula of self-determina-
tion of nations and no annexations 
or indemnities. An amendment pro-
posed to change this state of affairs 
was refused. Nevertheless, when a 
speaker declared: “What we want is 
a Soviet government in Britain, God 
speed the Social Revolution and long 
live the Socialist Republic,” he was 
“vociferously cheered.”

The same day another demon-
stration for the release of outstand-
ing Scottish socialist John Maclean 
from his viciously punitive fi ve-year 

jail term awarded in May for anti-
war speeches took place on Glasgow 
Green. Speakers from four plat-
forms addressed an estimated 25,000 
workers.

Maclean, believing that, when 
in prison on a previous occasion, 
he had been given drugged food, 
had been refusing to eat after the 
privilege of receiving his own food 
from outside the prison had been 
withdrawn. The British Socialist 
Party’s The Call put a question to the 
“Workers of the World” in the issue 
of November 7: “What are the work-
ers going to do for John Maclean? 
Do they know what it means to be 
forcibly fed through an India rubber 
tube forced down the gullet? Do 
they know that food so administered 
enters the stomach without masti-
cation or mixing with saliva, which 
are the preliminaries in the process 
of digestion? Do they know that the 
absorption of food thus administered 
causes horrible pain?”

On November 4, an Allied 
Western Front attack across the 
Meuse proceeded at the cost of many 
deaths, including that of Wilfred 
Owen, the 25-year-old poet respon-
sible for an unforgettable verse 
record, at that time unpublished, 

of the horrors and miseries of the 
Western Front’s trenches, associated 
with anger about dying for an empty 
cause.

The German armies still held 
their retreating line. Kaiser Wilhelm 
resigned on the 9th and fled to 
Holland. Germany’s new govern-
ment, headed by Social Democratic 
leader Friedrich Ebert, surrendered 
in the name of an “armistice” on the 
11th with Germany’s borders intact.

Germany’s revolt had devel-
oped dramatically. On October 24, 
Germany’s High Seas Fleet had been 
ordered to make a last-ditch attack 
against Britain, but an unexpected, 
unprecedented mutiny of German 
sailors was the answer. By early 
November the sailors, not their com-
manders, were in charge, fi rst in Kiel 
and then in other centres including 
Lubeck and Hamburg, joined by fac-
tory workers and soldiers.

Among the many anti-war politi-
cal prisoners released by a troubled 
government were socialists Karl 
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg. 
Liebknecht was released on October 
23 and welcomed in Berlin by more 
than 20,000 people and Luxemburg 
on November 8.

In Berlin on the 9th, from 

the steps of the imperial palace, 
Liebknecht announced the estab-
lishment of a German soviet repub-
lic and, that same day, Luxemburg 
addressed a mass rally.

There was no let-up in the war 
against Bolshevik Russia, drawing 
in France, Japan and the US. On 
November 2 the Herald commented, 
under the heading “Remember 
Russia”: “From Archangel, from 
Vladivostok, and from Persia, the 
Allied armies are menacing the 
Soviet Republic. The pretext of res-
cuing Russia from German influ-
ence is virtually abandoned. The cry 
is already raised that even if peace 
comes with Germany, the war against 
the Bolsheviks shall continue.”

On November 4, the War 
Cabinet noted that 1,500 men were 
required in Baku and could be there 
in a fortnight. On the 10th Chief of 
the Imperial General Staff, Sir Henry 
Wilson, recorded a War Cabinet dis-
cussion – “The real danger now is 
not the Boche but Bolshevism.”

If the world war was over, the 
title of his pamphlet “The War After 
the War” symbolised what would 
follow.
Morning Star 

Revolution 
and the end of war
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Nearly every hard-core comic fan – and 
quite a few casual ones – are familiar with 
Stan Lee, and mourned his passing on 
November 12. Often regarded as the god-
father of comics, his 95 years of life came to 
an end after a battle with pneumonia.

Looking back, it’s worth examining Lee’s 
contribution to the world of comics. Looking 
forward, one might consider his legacy, and 
whether any single creative fi gure in the indus-
try can enjoy the spotlight in the way he did 
in years past. Lee helped bring iconic charac-
ters to life, like Spider-Man, the X-Men, and 
the Fantastic Four, pioneering the concept of 
“relatable heroes” at a time when larger-than-
life icons like Superman dominated the comic 
book market. Where DC had billionaires and 
godlike Kryptonians and Amazons, Lee was 
crucial in developing more working-class, eve-
ryday characters for Marvel, something readers 
strongly identifi ed with.

Lee (real name Stanley Martin Lieber) 
emerged during a time when comics were not 
taken seriously. The general populace didn’t 
understand the depth and cultural impact of 
the medium. “I used to be embarrassed,” he 
said, “because I was a comic book writer while 
other people were building bridges or going on 
to medical careers. And then I began to real-
ise: entertainment is one of the most important 
things in people’s lives; without it they might 

go off the deep end! I feel that if you’re able to 
entertain people, you’re doing a good thing.”

Despite his dedication, Lee said that he 
saw little of the wealth that Marvel characters 
generated. He had no rights to the characters 
he developed and received no royalties. Even 
so, he remained a public fi gurehead right up to 
his death, coining terms and catchphrases that 
found their way into comic book reader vocab-
ularies and having cameos in nearly every 
major Marvel fi lm.

In many ways, Lee’s prominence was 
something that today’s comic writers and art-
ists do not enjoy, and that’s very much a symp-
tom of Marvel’s capitalist parent company, 
Disney. If the comics giant runs like a well-
oiled machine, it does so at the cost of treat-
ing its workers like so many cogs, and perhaps 
the most glaring fact about Lee’s fame is that 
he was likely the last to truly enjoy it on such 
a level.

Like some of his characters, Lee him-
self came from a working-class background, 
the son of Romanian-born Jewish immigrants 
living in New York. He worked part-time 
jobs writing obituaries like this one, as well 
as press releases for the National Tuberculosis 
Centre. His entry into comics began when he 
became an assistant in 1939 at Timely Comics, 
Marvel’s predecessor. “In those days, the 
artists dipped the pen in ink,” he said, “so I 
had to make sure the inkwells were fi lled. 
I went down and got them their lunch, I did 

proofreading, I erased the pencils from the fi n-
ished pages for them.”

Afterward, he served in the US Army 
for a time as a member of the Signal Corps, 
fi xing telephone poles and other communica-
tions equipment. He was later transferred to 
the Training Film Division, where he wrote 
manuals and worked on training fi lms. When 
he returned, he began actually writing comics, 
which were then largely composed of Westerns, 
romance, and horror. Lee was unhappy with 
his career at the time, and considered quitting. 
Then, however, superheroes took off, fuelling 
Lee’s renewed interest in comics. Lee and artist 
Jack Kirby created a superhero team known 
as the Fantastic Four, the fi rst of many such 
groups, and the rest, of course, is history.

That history is in no way divorced from 
real history, and Lee was among the fi rst to 
introduce stories and characters that refl ected 
it. Iconic heroes like the X-Men were very 
much a commentary on prejudice, racism, and 
xenophobia, many of their story arcs serving 
as allegory for such impactful events as the 
civil rights struggle. Lee used his editor’s let-
ters to speak to these same issues, remarking, 
“It’s patently insane to condemn an entire race, 
to despise an entire nation, to vilify an entire 
religion. Sooner or later, if man is ever to be 
worthy of his destiny, we must fi ll our hearts 
with tolerance.”

Lee’s wife Joan died from stroke compli-
cations in 2017, and thenceforth fans became 

concerned that Lee had become surrounded 
by hangers-on who were after his money. 
Unauthorised cheques were written from Lee’s 
business account without his knowledge, and 
$1.4 million disappeared in a complex wire-
transfer transaction. Moreover, Lee’s body-
guard Mac Anderson reportedly threatened 
Lee and his daughter, prompting allegations of 
elder abuse. It would seem that the comic fi g-
ure’s fi nal days were coloured by legal battles 
and exploitation by others, something which, if 
true, deserves to be addressed.

Keya Morgan, a memorabilia collector 
and close friend of Lee, commented, “Stan’s 
wife passed away, and within a day, I saw all 
the vultures circle around him. When you’re 
at your weakest, and somebody kicks you – 
especially when you’re a 95-year-old man 
... .Whoever has been scamming him should be 
held responsible.”

Nevertheless, Lee was and remains beloved 
by fans. “Stan was an icon in his fi eld,” said 
a family statement. “His fans loved him and 
his desire to interact with them. He loved his 
fans and treated them with the same respect 
and love they gave him. He worked tirelessly 
his whole life creating great characters for the 
world to enjoy. He wanted to inspire our imagi-
nation and for all of us to use it make the world 
a better place. His legacy will live on forever.”
People’s World 
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Q: Why did the Argentine government turn 
to the IMF, in full view of Argentina’s relations 
with this international organisation in the late 
1990s and their dire political consequences? Is 
the fi nancial top brass of the administration of 
President Mauricio Macri despairing?

Eric Toussaint (ET): Since the Macri gov-
ernment assumed offi ce in December 2015, its 
policies have led to a critical situation. A sharp 
reduction in export taxes has brought down tax 
revenues and the debt servicing expenditure 
has been signifi cantly increased (100 percent 
higher in 2018 than in 2017). The country is 
running out of dollars. Currency reserves fell 
by US$8 billion earlier this year.

Macri needs this IMF loan to continue debt 
servicing. Private international lenders require 
such a loan as a prerequisite for continued 
credit to Argentina. A very large chunk of the 
IMF loan will be used directly to repay foreign 
creditors in dollars.

Q: If we look at the Argentine history of 
the 1990s, this seems to be a scheme of play-
ing with fi re ...

ET: Yes, of course. But I would like to fur-
ther explore the background of this appeal to 
the IMF ...

Q: Please go ahead!
ET: This shows that the government’s 

policy is an abject failure: with a peso that 
devalued fast; with the interest rate set at a 

high 40 percent by the Argentine central bank; 
with the US$8 billion reduction in international 
reserves that keep declining. And with a debt 
service that has increased by 100 percent com-
pared with 2017.

Faced with such a balance sheet, undoubt-
edly it is a total failure. Macri claimed that a 
high growth rate and a viable debt would be 
ensured by paying the debt – between end-
2015 and early 2016 – and by compensating 
the vulture funds, in keeping with [a US court 
verdict in a case involving Argentine sovereign 
debt]. He knelt before the vulture funds. But 
the facts confi rm that this plan did not work.

Debt rose at a whirling pace and it’s star-
tling to see how fast it snowballed. As a result, 
it became impossible to convince the credi-
tors that Argentina could repay its debt in the 
future.

That’s why Macri is asking for this US$50 
billion credit. We must remember that when 
Greece received US$30 billion from the IMF 
in 2010 in the backdrop of a dramatic situation, 
it was a record amount!

Q: Some analysts say that President Macri 
is trying to breathe in some fresh air with the 
help of this loan, before commanding a com-
fortable position in the October 2019 elections.

ET: I would not like to engage in far-
fetched political speculation. I prefer facts. I 
have read the contents of the agreement signed 

with the IMF and it has imposed a severe 
reduction in general social benefi ts and wages 
of public servants. Public investment will be 
almost wiped out and it will lead to an eco-
nomic depression.

Debt repayment will increase and the IMF 
charges high interest rates. The government 
will impose taxes with elevated rates on the 
public to repay the debt, while continuing to 
hand out fi scal perks to the capitalists. The 
government will encourage export of the max-
imum number of agricultural products and raw 
materials to the global market by reinforcing 
the extractivist-exporting model.

The IMF’s policy will lead the country to 
an economic and social crisis even more seri-
ous than what it suffered before this loan was 
sanctioned. Let’s go back to your question. It 
is very likely that, politically, Macri will claim 
that what he is doing is not his project, but 
what the IMF demands from him.

Q: This brings us back to the not-so-dis-
tant past: the decade of indebtedness and the 
IMF’s role in the 1990s that eventually led to 
the social outburst of 2001. Can history repeat 
itself without tragedy?

ET: History is repeating itself in a country 
that is a serial debt payer. It started with the 
illegitimate and odious debt inherited from the 
military dictatorship of the 1970s.

The IMF’s support was crucial for this 
dictatorship to continue until the early 1980s. 
The vicious circle of illegitimate debts per-
sisted during the 1990s with Presidents Carlos 
Menem followed by Fernando de la Rúa. Their 
allegiance to the IMF’s recommendations led 
to the great social crisis of late 2001. Adolfo 
Rodríguez Saá, in the few days of his presi-
dency at end-2001, announced the suspension 
of debt repayment to allay popular anger.

The debt was restructured in 2005, then 
renegotiated with creditors who had not par-
ticipated before. It caused a crisis in the gov-
ernment and provoked sharp criticism from the 
people. Former minister Roberto Lavagna, who 
had negotiated the 2005 restructuring, objected 
to negotiations with outsider creditors. 

The Argentine authorities never wanted to 
do what Ecuador did in 2007-08: carry out a 
debt audit with citizens’ participation, which 
could have defi ned the odious and illegitimate 
part of the debt.

This, along with the inconsistency of the 
Cristina Fernandez government’s national 
sovereignty discourse, frustrated people. This 
partly explains Macri’s electoral victory in 
2015.

Q: A course over several decades where 
illegitimate debts condition government poli-
cies without structural solutions being found ...

ET: Yes. And that has led today to this new 
mega-loan from the IMF. From now on, it can 
be included in the category of odious and ille-
gitimate debts. An odious debt is a debt con-
tracted against the people’s interests, and the 
creditors know that it is illegitimate. Evidently 
a new illegitimate and odious debt is taking 
shape.

Q: What about future prospects?
ET: I have already spoken about the deteri-

orating economic and social crisis. I hope for a 
strong popular reaction in the coming months. 

I also hope that the popular forces will not 
take too long to consolidate their strength to 
oppose even more vigorously the Macri gov-
ernment and the pressures of the IMF and other 
international creditors.
Third World Resurgence 
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The Marci Government “will impose taxes with elevated rates on the public to repay the debt, while continuing to hand out fi scal perks to the capitalists”.

The IMF is back in Argentina

After more than a decade of official “distance” from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), Argentina has knocked on the doors of the world’s financial police. The 
US$50 billion credit granted by the organisation in June sets an international record 
and will directly impact the economic and social situation of this South American 
country. Historian and economist Eric Toussaint, an eminent specialist in this field and 
spokesperson for the Belgium-based Committee for the Abolition of Illegitimate Debt 
(CADTM), pointed this out in an interview with Sergio Ferrari.


