
Editorial

Close Don Dale
Microcosm of colonial genocide
In the early hours of Wednesday November 
7, police used tear gas on Darwin’s Don 
Dale Youth Detention Centre detainees, 
almost all of whom are Aboriginal youth, 
who escaped from their cells, set the facil-
ity’s school on fi re and used angle grinders 
to cut fences in an attempt to escape.

More than a year on from the NT royal 
commission handing down a report that found 
“shocking and systematic failures” over many 
years in the youth prison system, no charges 
have been laid as a result of the commission 
and high numbers of young Indigenous people 
are still in detention in the same prison block.

“Kids are still in there now after the royal 
commission, the outrage, the prime ministers. 
You name it, nothing has changed,” says barris-
ter John Lawrence, who represented a detainee 
who was involved in the royal commission.

“There are still the same number of kids in 
detention now as there were previously during 
the royal commission,” he said. “Sadly it’s my 
business to report to young Australians, I don’t 
think anything is going to change that was dis-
covered thankfully by [ABC program] Four 
Corners in 2016.

“Aboriginal kids in huge numbers are kept 
in conditions which are unfi t for god knows 
what.”

John Lawrence says there are two lessons 
to take away from the royal commission.

“The fi rst is that white professionals and 
white government departments have failed 
miserably over the past 20 years.”

“We are incapable of doing this.”
“ ‘Tough on crime’ policy does not reduce 

the crime rate,” Lawrence said.
“We’ve got to stop being exploited by poli-

ticians who exacerbate the grief and the frus-
tration of people and then get their votes and 
bring in tough measures that don’t actually 
work.”

He said the second lesson is that empow-
erment of Aboriginal organisations is the way 
forward.

It is an indication of the cruel dysfunction 
and collusion at state and federal level of gov-
ernment that the perpetrators of the NT child 
abuse and torture of juveniles, the NT govern-
ment, was involved in the design and adminis-
tration of the royal commission to investigate 
it.

The abuse and torture of juvenile inmates 
at Darwin’s Don Dale detention centre has 
rightly outraged many people and exposed 
Australia to the world as a violator of human 
rights. The 1991 Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody emphasised that 
prison should be a “measure of last resort” if 
the vicious cycle of criminalisation and impris-
onment is to be addressed.

Ruth Barson, the director of legal advocacy 
at the Human Rights Law Centre, has noted the 
NT is without a doubt in breach of its human 
rights obligations under the Convention against 
Torture and Mistreatment and the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. Barson says the 
NT youth justice system is “substandard”, the 
main youth detention facility being a decom-
missioned adult prison.

The NT system does not meet basic, min-
imum international standards and nationally, 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young 
people’s over-imprisonment is at crisis point. 
“Critically,” said Barson, “the NT government 
cannot be immune from the commission’s 
investigation. It has known about this treat-
ment for years.”

The then Turnbull government’s swift call 
for a royal commission, with narrow terms of 
reference and restricted to the NT, smacked of 
what it was, an attempt at a whitewash, made 
all the more evident by the appointment of 
former NT chief justice Ross Martin as the 
royal commissioner.

This was a refl ection of both the federal 
and territory government in damage control to 
minimise the political fallout.

This is a national issue that requires a 
national approach.

Indigenous organisations, including the 
Northern and Central Land Councils, the 

Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance NT and 
legal groups, all rejected Martin’s appointment. 
Medical Services Alliance chief executive John 
Paterson stated that the Prime Minister had “let 
Territorians down” and undermined the royal 
commission.

The current criminal justice system sucks 
Indigenous people up and deposits them like 
waste in custodial institutions. The incarcera-
tion rates allow the abuse and deaths in deten-
tion to happen and continue.

In 2016 the Koori Mail national Indigenous 
newspaper reported that leading Indigenous 
and human rights groups want the federal and 
Northern Territory governments to immedi-
ately protect the human rights of young people 
currently in detention.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
The Socialists have always condemned wars between peoples 
as barbarous and bestial.

Opening line from “Socialism and War”, VI LeninOpening line from “Socialism and War”, VI Lenin

”“PRESS FUND
A century ago the “war to end all wars” finally ended, after tens of millions 
of people had died, suffered terrible injuries, or lost family, friends or homes. 
It’s not surprising that the Russian revolution happened during WWI and that 
communist parties were formed in many countries, including Australia, shortly 
afterwards. Who benefits from war and who pays the price? How we can defeat 
the war plans of those who would seize the land and property of others, capture 
markets by force and/or reap massive profits from war production? We intend 
to answer those questions, but we need your help, so please send in a Press 
Fund contribution for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks to the 
following contributors this week:
Dr G Dittura $15, Donna McLaren $20, Max Hunt  $50, “Round Figure” $10, 
“Rough Red” $5, E Seymour $25, “Sparky” $10
This week’s total: $135 Progressive total: $7,310

Continued from page 1
The Human Rights Law Centre, Amnesty 

International and the National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services 
(NATSILS) urged both governments to be 
proactive and ensure children in detention 
are not exposed to mistreatment while await-
ing the royal commission’s recommendations, 
expected early next year.

The three organisations received reports 
that young people continue to be held in con-
ditions amounting to solitary confi nement in 
the high security unit of Don Dale detention 
centre in Darwin.

They called on the NT government to 
immediately prohibit the use of solitary con-
fi nement; introduce an independent inspector 
of youth detention to prevent abuse; and mean-
ingfully engage with Indigenous communities 
and organisations. NATSILS also called for the 
establishment of a special youth court in cen-
tral Australia.

NATSILS executive offi cer Karly Warner 
said more than 95 percent of young people in 
detention in the NT are Aboriginal.

“The federal and NT governments should 
immediately commit to working closely with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisa-
tions to fi nd ways to reduce the alarming rates 
at which Indigenous young people are locked 
up,” she said.

Permanent harm
Human Rights Law Centre director of 

legal advocacy Ruth Barson said the NT has 
the highest rates of youth detention in Australia 
and that having independent oversight of youth 
detention facilities is critical if the government 
is truly committed to preventing mistreatment.

“It is essential that children in youth deten-
tion are protected from abuse,” she said. “We 
shouldn’t need to wait for the royal commis-
sion’s fi ndings to ensure children are safe. 
Independent inspections and oversight of 
detention facilities are proven to work to pre-
vent the type of appalling treatment we recently 
saw in the Don Dale youth-detention facility.”

The HRLC, Amnesty and NATSILS have 
also called on the federal government to ratify 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention against 
Torture, which Australia signed in 2009.

Open secret
There’s little doubt the vicious regime 

in place at Don Dale would have continued 
unchanged if not for the Four Corners pro-
gram. It transpires that a government agency 
referred practices at the Don Dale centre to the 
NT Police in 2015. The claim that boys were 
encouraged to fi ght one another in return for a 
can of coke and a chocolate per week and to 
eat bird faeces are still “under investigation”.

Federal Indigenous Affairs Minister, NT 
Senator Nigel Scullion, said at the time he 
could “recall vaguely” some media report-
ing about abuse in October last year but that 
it hadn’t, as he put it, “piqued my interest 
suffi ciently.”

The NT government went in hard in 
defence of itself against the boys depicted in 
the scenes in which they were gassed, stripped 
naked, struck, sworn at, and held in prolonged 
solitary confi nement.

It dismissed claims that the treatment 
violates United Nations Conventions against 
Torture and insisted all the methods used, 
including the restraining chair and hood, were 
legal.

Past failures
Australian authorities have an attitude 

problem, a privileged class and race bias when 
it comes to questions of crime and punishment. 
Many still hold the medieval point of view that 
prisoners are detained not as punishment but 
for punishment, including when a prisoner’s 
human rights are violated, and even outra-
geously violated.

The attitude is many times worse when it 
comes to Aboriginal prisoners. Institutional 
racism against the fi rst Australians has led to 
dispossession, marginalisation and impoverish-
ment. The young victims end up in the hands of 
the “justice system”.

The failure of this system has been a 
national embarrassment for a very long time. 
It has been examined in Royal Commissions 
including the one into Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody, which reported in 1991. Today, 
incarceration rates for Indigenous Australians 
are higher than at the time of the report. 
Australia-wide the rate is 15 times higher than 
for non-Indigenous people. In WA, the rate is 
closer to 20 times. There have been over 350 
Aboriginal deaths in custody since the Royal 
Commission.

Only a small proportion of the Royal 
Commission’s 339 recommendations were 
implemented. Among those that were endorsed 
by every state and territory was number 161 
that said that police and prison offi cials should 
seek medical attention immediately if doubt 
arises as to a detainee’s condition. This recom-
mendation became law but it has been ignored 
on many occasions with deadly consequences.

Needed: more than 
a Royal Commission

There must be a thorough investigation 
into the incidents and the administrative culture 
at the Don Dale centre and into the whole juve-
nile justice and child protection system in the 
Northern Territory. Recommendation 339 from 

the 1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody was to initiate a formal 
process of reconciliation between Aboriginal 
people and the wider community. That led to 
the establishment of the Council for Aboriginal 
Reconciliation and a number of offi cial and 
community-driven initiatives. In spite of this 
the fi gures on incarceration and detention are 
worsening.

The 1991 Royal Commission called on 
governments to legislate for the utilisation of 
imprisonment as a last resort. In line with this, 
it recommended community orders, personal 
development courses which might provide 
the offender with skills, knowledge, interests, 
treatment or counselling likely to reduce the 
risk of re-offending. (Recs 92, 94)

In the case of discrete or remote commu-
nities, “sentencing authorities consult with 
Aboriginal communities and organisations as 
to the general range of sentences which the 
community considers appropriate for offences 
committed within the communities by mem-
bers of those communities ...” (Rec 124)

Importantly, it called on governments to 
ensure that:
1. Police Services, Corrective Services, and 

authorities in charge of juvenile centres 
recognise that they owe a legal duty of 
care to persons in their custody;

2. That the standing instructions to the 
offi cers of these authorities specify 
that each offi cer involved in the arrest, 
incarceration or supervision of a person 
in custody has a legal duty of care to 
that person, and may be held legally 
responsible for the death or injury of 
the person caused or contributed to by a 
breach of that duty; and

3. That these authorities ensure that such 
offi cers are aware of their responsibilities 
and trained appropriately to meet them, 
both on recruitment and during their 
service.” (Rec 122)
These and many other critical recommen-

dations have not been implemented.
The political climate has deteriorated with 

the economic conditions, and social problems 
have been met with “solutions” such as man-
datory detention and “three strikes and you’re 
in”.

Aboriginal communities have been closed 
or threatened with closure. Aboriginal services 
have been de-funded and “mainstreamed”. The 
Intervention in the NT has done untold damage 
to communities.

Despite the current, momentary hand-
wringing, intolerance of all sorts is being 
fuelled in the corridors of power. Even the pro-
posed referendum on the “recognition” of the 
prior occupation of Australia carries with it the 
danger of a blow to any hope of genuine land 
rights.

Abuse is the inevitable result of the social 
and economic system derived from colonial-
ism – the capitalist system of exploitation and 
all its attendant ills of division, subjugation and 
violence.

The implementation of limited changes 
flowing from a thorough-going investiga-
tion into the questions raised during the Four 
Corners program will have to be fought for and 
watched over by progressive Australians.

Lasting change around the just demands 
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people is bound up with the struggle for a gov-
ernment of a new and radically different type 
in Australia. 
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Salute to our heroes
The announcement of an upgrade to the War Memorial in 

Canberra to include the remembrance of those who fought in 
more recent theatres of war does not fill me with hope for peace 
and justice in the world.

When I visited the War Memorial in Canberra in 2016, I saw 
it not so much as a memorial to the lives that were sacrificed but 
as a memorial to war itself while the larger objectives of peace and 
justice were absent.

I would liked to have seen a memorial to those valiant 
Australians who during World War I opposed conscription in 
referendums – and the Vietnam War Moratorium, with more 
emphasis given to arguably our greatest “war” hero and Victoria 
Cross recipient, Captain Hugo Throssell, who upon his return to 
Northam, denounced the war saying, “I have seen enough of the 
horrors of war and want peace.”

On the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I, we 
do not need to spend an additional $500 million to add to the 
glorification of war at the Canberra Memorial.

Let us instead spend the money on a memorial to those who 
struggled for peace and justice so that the horrors of war could be 
avoided.

Thank you.

Yours truly,

Richard Titelius

Australia

From the Archives The Socialist, April 1980

Peace Letter

THE 12TH BATTALION
MARCHES THROUGH HOBART

Such a chunk of island life
hacked out.

Twelve thousand two hundred Tasmanians
in 1914,

a sea of slouch-hat fi nery
conscripted to the aid of robber barons.

Two thousand fi ve hundred
never again to greet
the jewelled rivers
of the Apple Isle.

What street, farm, community
did not slip into the void of loss?

Some came home with
infl amed scars, hell

clawing at their sleep.

Given unyielding earth to till
as a soldier’s reward,

they planted their tangled mass
of love and devotion

with a bitter determination,
and a kind of grief.

Poem and illustration by Tom Pearson

ARMISTICE DAY
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In a fi nding with ramifi cations for 
every construction site around 
the country, the South Australian 
Coroner has recommended that 
spotters be used whenever scissor 
lifts are operated on construction 
sites in order to save construction 
workers’ lives.

The Coroner handed down 
his findings on November 1 in 
the inquest into the death of Jorge 
Castillo-Riffo who was crushed to 
death by a scissor lift on a Leighton 
Hansen Yuncken contractors site in 
Adelaide in 2014.

The Coroner’s fi ndings confi rm 
there was no proper assessment of 
the risks and if there had been, Mr 
Castillo-Riffo would be here today.

The Coroner recommended that 
COAG examine standardisation of 
scissor lift controls, and that there 
be funding for families to be legally 
represented at Inquests.

The Coroner was particularly 
damning of SafeWork SA, stating: 
“I am dismayed that SafeWork SA 
would effectively wipe its hands of 
any responsibility to assist in the 
process of establishing the cause 
and circumstances of the death of a 
worker at a fatal industrial accident.”

The fi ndings detailed evidence 
by Leighton Hansen Yuncken that 
Jorge’s work “wasn’t on our radar”.

Jorge Castillo-Riffo’s partner, 
Pam Gurner-Hall, with the support 
of the Construction Division of the 
CFMEU, fought for an inquest into 
Jorge’s death for four years.

Pam Gurner-Hall said: “I wel-
come the Coroner’s recommendation 
for spotters on every scissor lift. This 
would have saved Jorge’s life.

“I call on every construction 

company in the country that is using 
scissor lifts to immediately put spot-
ters on all scissor lift operations.

“I am also extremely relieved 
that the Coroner established the 
cause of Jorge’s death was that he 
was crushed by the scissor lift.

“Leighton Hansen Yuncken 
inferred in their evidence that he 
died of a heart attack. It was another 
attempt to evade accountability.

“They have hidden behind legal 
professional privilege. Their own 
adviser in evidence admitted that the 
work that Jorge was doing was ‘not 
on their radar’.

“Leighton Hansen Yuncken need 
to now do what they have never done 
before, and say sorry.

“I thank the Coroner for his fi nd-
ings about the cause of Jorge’s death, 
and the recommendations for spot-
ters and standardisation of scissor 
lifts.

“This is the closest we will get 
to justice for Jorge. If even one more 
construction worker’s life is saved, 
that will be Jorge’s legacy.”

“Leighton Hansen & Yuncken 
failed Jorge,” CFMEU national con-
struction secretary Dave Noonan 
said. “They failed to provide a safe 
workplace.

“They put deadlines and profi t 
before the safety of their workers, 
and the regulator, SafeWork SA, did 
not hold them to account.

“The fi ndings of the Coroner’s 
Inquest are a damning indictment on 
the company, the regulator, and the 
culture of corporations over people.

“It’s very clear that the rules are 
well and truly broken and the system 
is stacked against people’s right to 
a safe workplace. The Coroner has 

made it abundantly clear: if you 
don’t have a spotter on scissor lifts, 
it’s not safe.

“Every construction site around 
the country must take this up starting 
today. And it’s incumbent on every 
safe work regulator in the country to 
ensure they do so.

“The union will relentlessly 
pursue the changes that the Coroner 
has recommended to save workers’ 
lives.”

The Coroner made important 
recommendations around standardi-
sation of scissor lift controls.

There are two major brands of 
scissor lifts in Australia, and the con-
trols are different on each of them. 
It is not uncommon for the two dif-
ferent models to be used on the 
same construction site, with opera-
tors switching between the two on a 
daily basis.

The Coroner has recommended 
standardisation of scissor lift con-
trols be dealt with at COAG.

Key recommendations in the 
Coroner’s fi ndings:
• Scissor lifts not be operated 

unless there is a person on the 

ground operating as a spotter 
and who is available at all times 
to take steps to activate the 
emergency lowering mechanism 
should that be necessary. (Until 
standardisation is achieved)

• Standardising scissor lift controls 
be elevated to the Council of 
Australian Governments (COAG)

• Funding to enable families to be 
legally represented in Inquests, 
for deaths in custody and 
generally. 

Australia

Stealing wages

United we stand

The peak body for working 
people has called for the indus-
trial umpire to be given the power 
to order back pay for victims of 
wage and superannuation theft 
after yet more revelations of the 
shameful practice.

A survey by United Voice, union 
of Melbourne’s upmarket Degraves 
St, found that at least half the venues 
were stealing wages, with people 
being paid as little as $11 per hour. 
The United Voice survey found some 
workers had been ripped off for 
nearly $20,000.

And a landmark study by 
researchers at the University of New 
South Wales and the University of 
Technology Sydney has found that 
temporary visa holders are likely 
owed more than a billion dollars, 
with a third paid less than $12 per 
hour – less than half the legal mini-
mum for casual workers.

Those who’ve had their wages 
stolen are left unable to get their 
money without embarking on a 
costly, protracted and complicated 
process in the Federal Court.

The researchers said that only 

three percent of temporary visa hold-
ers whose wages were stolen took 
their complaint to the Fair Work 
Ombudsman. More than half of those 
who did go to the ombudsman recov-
ered nothing.

“Everyone who works in 
Australia should have basic 
rights, including the right to a fair 
wage,” said ACTU secretary Sally 
McManus. “Right now our system 
is out of balance. Big business has 
too much power and working people 
don’t have enough. Wage theft is a 
business model in Australia.

“Bad business owners steal 
wages because the know they’ll get 
away with it, and business owners 
trying to do the right thing are forced 
to compete with crooks who are 
exploiting people to get an unfair 
advantage.

“A snapshot of one of 
Melbourne’s most iconic dining 
strips and a large-scale survey of 
temporary visa holders both show 
rampant wage theft, you know things 
have gone badly wrong.”

McManus said that it was nec-
essary to make it easy for people 

who have had wages stolen to get 
their money back, and the need to 
put workers’ representatives back on 
the wage theft beat and give them the 
power to inspect the books to make 
sure bosses aren’t stealing.

“Those employing people on 
temporary visas should be made to 
register and everyone who comes 
to Australia to work should receive 
information on their rights and 
access to representation in their 
native language.” 

Unions, representing workers across 
Hutchison’s Global terminal operations 
have come together and formed a Regional 
Safety Committee to combat the com-
pany’s poor safety record overall in the 
region. The unions involved include Serikat 
Pekerja – JICT in Indonesia, South Asia 
Port Terminal Democratic Worker’s Union 
in Pakistan and the Maritime Union of 
Australia.

In a statement the MUA said: “Wherever 
we are located, the value of our lives is the 
same and Hutchison Ports must elevate their 
safety standards to the highest international 
standards.

“Safety through Solidarity is our slogan 
and we will be working closely together going 
forward to protect wharfi es, dockers and port 
workers from the abysmally low safety stand-
ards at Hutchison Ports.”

There have been too many fatalities and 
serious incidents at Hutchison operations with 
at least six fatalities and many other serious 

incidents over the last two years in terminals 
in our three countries. The unions’ joint activ-
ity is the only means to protect workers’ lives.

Suryansyah, Deputy President from JICT 
terminal in Jakarta said “What happened in 
Hutchison Jakarta was brutal and vulgar. 
There were four workers dead within less than 
18 months. JICT is like a killing fi eld. We 
absolutely must have the highest standard of 
safety among Hutchison Ports operations not 
only in Jakarta but in Australia, Pakistan and 
ports around the world. The safety through 
solidarity campaign will cover all port work-
ers. We have to fi ght for the basic right of 
safety for workers.”

Umer Farooq, Finance Secretary from 
South Asia Port Terminal Democratic 
Worker’s Union in Pakistan said “We are not 
machines – management says to all workers 
to work fast not safely. When we work we 
don’t get safety boots or uniforms and it’s all 
about work fast but we care about our safety.”

Warren Smith, assistant national secretary 

of the MUA said: “It’s an incredible thing 
that we have to organise globally to ensure 
people don’t die on the job. Well, that’s what 
we’re going to do. We’re going to fi ght and 
align our struggles as the issues are all too 
common. There is no space on the global 
waterfront for companies that do not respect 
safety and worker’s rights. Hutchison we’re 
coming.”

Paul McAleer, MUA Sydney branch sec-
retary, noted, “Workers at Hutchison terminals 
across the region have come together in the 
great tradition of maritime workers to cam-
paign against this Stevedore who has demon-
strated a horrifi c history of catastrophic injury 
and death. The Safety through Solidarity 
campaign will succeed, because the resolve 
of workers to stay safe and go home to their 
families will always be more powerful when 
we fi ght internationally than the company’s 
pursuit of profi t.”

“Hutchison Ports, the largest Port opera-
tor in the world, has perhaps the worst safety 

record and the most exploitative working 
model of all major terminal operators,” said 
Bob Carnegie, MUA Queensland branch sec-
retary. “It is a system which maximises hours, 
minimises breaks, creates fear and uncertainty 
amongst the workforce. The Queensland 
branch hopes this is the start of bringing 
dockworkers in our region closer together 
under the most important banners of safety 
and solidarity.

“The Branch sends its warmest solidar-
ity to those international guests and as part of 
our family we wish them well and will stand 
by them through all their struggles and pro-
foundly thank them for making the long jour-
ney to Sydney”.

All three unions are currently bargaining 
agreements with Hutchison Ports to improve 
the lives of their members and safety is a key 
issue in all negotiations. 

Killed for profi t
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Rob Gowland

The October Revolution took 
place in the second decade of 
the last century. In other words, 
it was a long time ago: so why 
should we be concerned with it 
in the 21st century? That’s easy: 
because the change it heralded in 
the way society operates was so 
profound and so far-reaching that 
it continues to infl uence or even 
determine international relations 
and the aspirations of the world’s 
people today.

Its most signifi cant aspect was 
that it was a Red revolution: for 
the fi rst time in history, the work-
ing class successfully overthrew 
the rule of the bourgeoisie and took 
control of society themselves. There 
was a world war raging at the time, 
the most wide-ranging ever known, 
which had earned itself the name 
“the Great War”. To the shock of 
the leaders of capitalism every-
where, the revolutionary govern-
ment of Russia proposed that all the 
belligerents in this glorious event 
should end the bloodshed and cease 
hostilities.

This radical proposal outraged 
the rest of the world’s governments. 
Most of them were using the War, in 
one way or another, to acquire the 
territory of other countries, to win 
control of global markets, or to mil-
itarily dominate vast sectors of the 
globe for their own fi nancial benefi t. 
So they decided to invade the coun-
try that had spawned these upstart 
“Reds” and get rid of them.

Fourteen countries, including all 
the “Great Powers,” invaded impov-
erished Soviet Russia. However, the 
Reds fought tenaciously to defend 
their Revolution and they were 
supported by the world’s work-
ers: soldiers sent to fi ght in Russia 
threatened to mutiny, colonial peo-
ples threatened to rebel and trade 
unions in developed capitalist coun-
tries threatened strike action. At the 
same time, Red Revolution broke 

out in other imperialist states: the 
German Kaiser was tossed out and 
surrendered his sword to a startled 
Dutch border guard.

The Austro-Hungarian emperor 
was similarly given his marching 
orders and a Soviet republic was set 
up in Hungary instead. The Ottoman 
Empire also collapsed and a bour-
geois-democratic regime was estab-
lished in a new, albeit much smaller, 
Turkey. To the dismay of capitalism, 
this new bourgeois Turkey sought 
friendly relations with its neighbour, 
Soviet Russia.

For the time being, capital-
ism had to admit defeat. However, 
by the end of the 1920s they were 
again ready to invade the USSR, 
the centre of the “contagion” of 
Revolution. The plan only col-
lapsed when the capitalist system 
itself fell in a heap, the result of 
an economic disaster called “The 
Great Depression”. Significantly, 
the only country not affected by the 
Depression was the USSR. Once 
again, the capitalist powers were 
thwarted of their prey.

Terrified that the Depression 
would lead the disaffected work-
ers to once again resort to Red 
Revolution, capitalist corporations 
turned to fascism to protect their 
interests. Hungary and Italy had 
already gone fascist in the 1920s. 
By the end of the decade, with their 
economies in tatters and millions out 
of work, numerous countries in the 
rest of the world saw their capital-
ists fund right-wing extremists who 
promised to use force if necessary to 
prevent the dreaded Reds from win-
ning power.

Well-funded by corporate inter-
ests, support for fascism grew apace, 
notably in Portugal, Spain, France, 
Poland, Sweden, Norway, and the 
USA, as well as others including 
Britain and Australia. We even had 
our own fascist storm troopers, here 
in Australia, the New Guard. Then as 
now, fascism fed on a mix of racism, 
crude nationalism, disillusion with 

bourgeois democracy and economic 
despair.

However, as the slogan of the 
time said with devastating accuracy, 
“Fascism means war!” Even those 
capitalist governments that had not 
gone fascist still thought they could 
use fascist regimes to achieve their 
own strategic ends. And the end 
ardently desired by most capitalists 
was the eradication of the fount of 
revolution, the Soviet Union. But the 
Soviet leadership skilfully defl ected 
all the attempts to involve it in war, 
fi rst with Japan (1935), then with 
Germany (1938).

Even after Britain and France 
had been obliged to declare war on 
Germany, the British ruling class 
tried to convince its population to 
support a war with Soviet Russia 
(1940) but by then there were 
few who didn’t recognise fascist 
Germany as the real threat. Certainly, 
the Soviet government knew that war 
could not be defl ected indefi nitely. 
However, by the time it came the 
USSR had had an invaluable breath-
ing space, which it used to build up 
its defence capacity. Although the 
USSR was invaded by ten times the 
number of German divisions that 
were giving the British such a hard 
time in North Africa, the Soviet army 
was able to not only slow down the 
rate of the invaders’ advance but 
eventually to turn the tide, repulse 
the invaders and chase them all the 
way back to Berlin.

Ultimately, the war that was 
supposed to see the destruction of 
the home of revolution, the USSR, 
instead saw it not only victorious 
over fascism, but able to oversee the 
victory of Red Revolution through-
out Eastern Europe and to actively 
assist its victory in China, and later 
to assist its fi rst implementation in 
the Americas.

It was the ideas unleashed by 
the October Revolution that under-
lay the defeat of fascism in WW2 
and then the global post-war surge 
in the national-liberation movement 
among the world’s colonial peoples. 
At the same time, workers in capital-
ist countries were able to gain con-
cessions from a ruling class anxious 
to keep them suffi ciently “contented” 
that they would not turn to the 
Socialist system that had emerged as 
a global rival to capitalism.

The defeat of Hitlerite Germany 
at the hands of an anti-fascist alli-
ance that included not only capitalist 
powers but also the Socialist USSR, 
raised such expectations among the 
world’s people that henceforth the 
imperialists had to invent excuses 
for the use of force where previ-
ously they could virtually do as they 
pleased. The United Nations was set 
up with the express purpose of pre-
venting wars.

The corporations that dominate 
capitalism were still determined 
however to eradicate the “scourge” 
of revolution from any country 
where the people might be inclined 
to want to enjoy the fruits of their 
own labour, or to prevent their coun-
try being embroiled in a war for cor-
porate profi t, or where the people 
might simply want to end exploita-
tion by foreign corporations.

The leaders of the capitalist 
world launched an ideological coun-
ter-attack they euphemistically called 
the “Cold War”, implying that it was 
less dangerous than regular “hot” 
wars. By expending an enormous 
amount of money that could have 

gone to serving people’s needs and 
employing an army of agents, agita-
tors and propagandists, and all the 
resources of the bourgeois media, 
they sought to convince workers 
everywhere that capitalism was the 
only viable social system, that the 
Socialist countries were embarrass-
ing failures that wanted to destroy 
them, and that consequently all 
money spent on war preparations, no 
matter how much, was money well 
spent.

By skilfully exploiting the ide-
ological defi ciencies that developed 
in the USSR during the leadership 
of Brezhnev onwards, capitalism 
pulled off its greatest coup: the over-
throw of Socialism in the country 
where Red Revolution had fi rst been 
successful.

The leaders of the imperialist 
powers rejoiced, but their victory 
proved dishearteningly elusive. The 
socialist genie that the Russian work-
ers and peasants had released cannot 
be put back in the bottle. In Britain, 
the USA and parts of Europe, social 
democrats have found it advanta-
geous in winning mass support to 
campaign loudly and openly (for the 
fi rst time in decades) as Socialists. 
Workers in developed capitalist 
countries, who had been gulled into 
letting their unions decay or even 
disappear, are rediscovering the need 
for militant organising. And they are 
rediscovering that the only effective 
way to deal with the contradictions 
between those who create the wealth 
(workers) and the bosses who appro-
priate it for their own benefi t is to 

withhold their labour by taking strike 
action in defence of their rights.

Employer-dominated govern-
ments have passed increasingly harsh 
laws to prevent industrial action by 
workers, and even to prevent work-
ers organising at all.

Anti-union propaganda has been 
stepped up to an unprecedented 
degree, strikes outlawed in numer-
ous countries, progressives belittled 
and extreme right-wing politicians 
encouraged. Fascist politicians and 
political parties are springing up like 
mushrooms after rain. However, life 
itself is daily demonstrating to work-
ers the fundamental truths that the 
Revolutionary workers and peasants 
of Russia recognised in the freezing 
winter of 1917: that capitalists regard 
them as disposable fodder, commodi-
ties that can be thrown away when 
they have served their purpose – and 
their purpose is to make profi ts for 
capitalists.

But those ragged, shivering, 
half-starved Russian workers and 
peasants also demonstrated some-
thing else, something profound: that 
the world’s workers and peasants can
successfully run society, and run it 
for the benefi t of all the people who 
actually create the goods and serv-
ices that make up the real wealth of 
a society.

That is the legacy of the October 
Revolution, a guiding light for all 
people striving for a better life, a 
life based on principles of humanity, 
free from the lies and distortions of 
capitalism.

Long live Red October! 

Australia

Along class lines

Long live Red October

The socialist genie that the Russian 
workers and peasants had released 

cannot be put back in the bottle.
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Diffi culties for the EU continue to inten-
sify. As the time for a fi nal deal between 
the British state and the European Union 
draws near, the British government is 
attempting to push through its minimalist 
Brexit strategy so as to secure its “special 
relationship.”

We need to recall that Brexit is the result 
of a political division within the Conservative 
Party, the political party of the British ruling 
class. This refl ects the split within the capitalist 
class – by no means confi ned to Britain – gen-
erated by the persisting economic crisis.

The settled view of both the British state 
and the dominant sections of British fi nance 
capital was and is to remain within the EU if 
at all possible. The British government and 
British state have been manoeuvring from the 
very beginning to reverse the decision to leave, 
or at least to minimise the rupture between the 
EU and Britain.

Brexit has not only exposed a deep fi ssure 
within Britain but has severely weakened the 
EU itself and has contributed to a further rise in 
anti-EU sentiment throughout Europe, as can 
be seen in France, Belgium, Italy, and, most 
importantly, Germany.

But the benefi ciaries of this growing disil-
lusionment have been the political right, facili-
tated by the opportunism and cowardice of the 
social democratic left.

The parties criticising the institutions of 
the European Union have mainly been on the 
extreme right, some leaning towards fascism.

What is happening is that the Remainers 
within Britain and the EU on the one hand and 
on the other hand those in Britain who want to 
see a clear break from the EU have been using 
the British border in Ireland as the means of 
securing their strategic positions.

Such people as Boris Johnson, David 
Davis and Jacob Rees-Mogg are using the 
British border in Ireland as their lever to ensure 
that Britain leaves the single market and EU 
customs union.

The DUP (Democratic Unionist Party) 
knows full well that the British state and gov-
ernment will do what is in the interests of 
British monopoly capital regardless of other 

considerations, and that the interests of the 
DUP will be well down the political agenda.

The British Brexiteers are using the DUP 
to lever Theresa May’s government into taking 
a harder line in the negotiations with the EU. 
At the same time the DUP has been attempting 
to use the Brexit negotiations to raise questions 
about the continued relevance and the future of 
the Belfast Agreement of 1998.

The EU and the Remainers within the Tory 
Party, with signifi cant support among British 
Labour Party MPs, are trying to use the British 
border in Ireland to ensure that Britain remains 
within the EU single market and the customs 
union. They are holding on fast to the mantra 
of “no border in Ireland” and using the Belfast 
Agreement as the stalking horse to bring this 
about.

Most of the Tory and Labour MPs would 
have little if any understanding – nor do they 
really care – about Ireland and our people. The 
large demonstration in London calling for a 
second referendum on Brexit or for the terms 
of the separation to be put to the people was in 
the main a middle-class affair.

No major organisations of the work-
ing class either took part in or supported the 
demonstration. Yet the little reported opposi-
tion from the working class to membership of 
the EU remains a decisive factor in relation to 
Brexit.

The Irish government has been attempting 
to present itself as having infl uence at the EU 
table, but the truth is that it has very little, if 
any, infl uence regarding Brexit and the Irish 
“backstop.”

There are signifi cant movements of capi-
tal between the north and south of the coun-
try and the Irish capitalist class, whether from 
the nationalist or unionist traditions, is anxious 
to see this continue. There are also growing 
noises from both the government and business 
that a united Ireland is inevitable, a concept 
absent for many decades from their political 
vocabulary.

Some are even attempting to pose the 
choice facing the professional classes, which 
traditionally supported unionism, as one 
between two unions – the union with Britain 
or the European Union.

The Irish labour movement has displayed 

great confusion regarding how it should 
respond to Brexit. It has spent the last 40 years 
cosying up to the EU, selling it to Irish workers 
as the “protector of workers’ rights” and in the 
process receiving funds from the EU for educa-
tion and training.

We need to step up the struggle for an Irish 
exit, as our interests as a people and in particu-
lar the interests of the working class will never 
be served by the EU and its institutions.

That does not mean that we simply fall 
back into some subservient relationship with 
the British state, as in the past. Instead, a depar-
ture from the EU could provide the opportu-
nity to break both dependencies and establish 
an independent, sovereign national democ-
racy, giving real power and infl uence to work-
ing people.

The labour movement needs now to be 
actively supporting north-south co-operation, 
the all-Ireland economy and the protection of 
the Belfast Agreement. We need to be bold in 
our demands and not retreat into failed strate-
gies of encouraging the British Labour Party to 
organise in the Six Counties or establishing a 
Northern Ireland Labour Party mark II.

Historical experience has shown that only 
the working people of Ireland have the capac-
ity to end partition and unite our people, to 
establish meaningful national sovereignty and 
national independence in order to secure their 
own material needs and interests.

Retreating to the past is not an option. 
Instead we need to push real, concrete demands 
for all-Ireland solutions to health, education 
and economic and social development, an all-
Ireland investment and industrial strategy that 
favours working people, and targeted capital 
investment that meets the needs of our people, 
not the needs of speculators and profi t-hungry 
corporations.

This requires national control of capital, 
something that is totally illegal at present under 
EU rules.

The EU, like the British state, is an obsta-
cle to building a people-centred economy for 
the working people of Ireland. But no matter 
the outcome of the current negotiations, the 
balance of forces has been shifted and is shift-
ing. The EU will never be the same again.

And, as the negotiations between Britain 

and the EU stumble on, the EU Commission 
has issued a diktat to the new Italian govern-
ment rejecting its budget and threatening sanc-
tions against the country if it does not comply.

The Italian government – like the Irish, 
Greek, Spanish and Portuguese governments 
– has to submit its budget to the EU and Berlin 
before it is presented and voted on by the 
national parliament, making the idea of democ-
racy at the national level redundant.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 
insisted that his government has no “plan B” 
for its budget, as the EU demanded unprece-
dented changes to bring the country into line 
with EU spending rules that result from adopt-
ing the EU single currency.

Actual EU sanctions against Italy would be 
very diffi cult and would only further deepen 
the widespread scepticism about the EU and in 
particular about retaining the euro itself.

The rejection of the country’s budget 
could strain the governing coalition, in which 
Conte stands as mediator between the powerful 
deputy premiers, Matteo Salvini of the League 
and Luigi Di Maio of the Five-Star Movement.
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Things fall apart
Class nature of EU crisis

The Amazon effect: sweat, surveillance, exp
Mark Engler

In January, the UK Guardian reported that Amazon had pat-
ented designs for a new wristband. The device would not only 
follow the movements of company workers, but could track 
where they place their hands and “use vibrations to nudge them 
in a different direction”.

Another Amazon patent would “put workers in a cage, on top of 
a robot”, allowing the caged worker to move through a warehouse 
on the same mechanised system used to cart around merchandise. 
The cage, Amazon’s spokespeople promise, is not actually in use in 
the company’s fulfi lment centres, but such insistence is only faintly 
reassuring.

Company founder Jeff Bezos, the world’s richest man, currently 
has a net worth in excess of $150 billion, which means you could 
take the combined wealth of Bill Gates, Donald Trump, Richard 
Branson and the Sultan of Brunei and still be about a dozen Oprahs 
short of matching him. In August, Amazon was the second-ever cor-
poration to receive a trillion-dollar market valuation – following 
closely on the heels of Apple.

Outsourcing for 
cheap labour

Like Apple, Amazon has outsourced the production of devices 
such as the Kindle to Foxconn factories in China – facilities notori-
ous for long hours, low wages and anti-suicide netting. In America, 
Amazon’s warehouses have drawn criticism for sweltering tempera-
tures, mind-numbing shifts and constant surveillance. An estimated 
one-third of the company’s employees in Arizona are paid so poorly 
they qualify for public benefi ts such as food assistance.

In early September, Senator Bernie Sanders introduced a bill – 
the Stop Bad Employers by Zeroing Out Subsidies (BEZOS) Act – 
that would levy tax penalties on large corporations to cover the cost 

of any public anti-poverty support that their workers require to stay 
afl oat.

Facing Sanders’s denunciations, Amazon tried to gather sto-
ries from happy workers volunteering to gush gratitude. As it turns 
out, these “ambassadors” received gift cards and extra time off in 
exchange for tweeting their contentment.

No politicians to challenge
Unfortunately, most politicians have been wary of challenging 

the corporation’s clout. Amazon made US$5.6 billion in profi t in the 
US last year, yet paid $0 in federal corporate income taxes. Locally, 
countless mayors are doing everything short of making Bezos’s 
breakfast and giving him foot massages in order to have their cities 
considered for the site of Amazon’s second headquarters.

Yet the problem of Amazon’s market dominance – and cor-
rupting political infl uence – is not merely a US concern. By 2015, 
Amazon was shipping more than a billion units annually to custom-
ers across Europe, where it now has more than 50,000 permanent 
employees. In India, Amazon is battling with Flipkart for domi-
nance. In Japan, Amazon is the second-largest online retailer, fi ght-
ing tooth and nail with home-grown Rakuten.

Prime day strikes
Sanders has offered a good model for crafting a public response, 

as have the Japanese anti-trust regulators who have repeatedly 
cracked down on Amazon for unfairly pressuring suppliers. Even 
better is the example of warehouse workers in Germany, Poland and 
Spain, who went on strike during this summer’s “Prime Day”.

We can hope that such action is just a beginning. Because stop-
ping Bezos from growing his mountain of ill-gotten gains will neces-
sitate an international directory of anti-monopoly laws named in 
his honour. And it will require many more of Amazon’s workers to 
break out of their cages.
New Internationalist 
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Neither party in the coalition can afford 
to back down for fear of conceding ground to 
the other. It is one thing to bully the likes of 
Ireland, Greece, Spain or Portugal. It’s another 
matter to bully one of the founders of the EU 
and a very large economic force in its own 
right. This would only lead to growing resist-
ance from within the Italian working class.

Germany itself is now showing strains, as 
can be seen with the near-collapse of the Social 
Democratic Party, the weakening of the ruling 
Christian Democratic Party, losing 10 per cent 
of its support, and the rise of the right-wing 
Alternative for Germany, which gained 12 per 
cent and so entered the regional parliament for 
the fi rst time.

With the administrators of the EU des-
perately trying to assert their authority on a 
number of fronts, events are beginning to put 
strains on the EU itself and on how it manipu-
lates its growing contradictions.
* Eugene McCartan is general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Ireland
Morning Star 
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A new climate breakdown resistance move-
ment is forming in Britain. On October 31 
in Westminster, Extinction Rebellion – a 
nascent mass direct-action group, in the 
style of Occupy – came together to launch 
a rolling protest against the UK govern-
ment’s failure to act to prevent climate 
change.

In London’s Parliament Square, in front 
of Gandhi’s statue no less, thousands of 
people made a declaration of non-violent 
rebellion in an attempt to force conces-
sions from the government. Their demands 
include: an immediate reversal of climate-
toxic policies, net-zero emissions by 2025 
and the establishment of a citizen’s assembly 
to oversee the radical changes necessary to 
halt global warming.

The group says that “peaceful, civil disobe-
dience” is the only way bring about the social 
change needed to expedite a reversal of for-
tunes for the human race. Otherwise, we are 
“on course for a next wave of extinction – a 
human extinction”.

They’re not wrong. A one-degree rise in 
global temperature since the industrial rev-
olution has led to a sea-level rise that’s rap-
idly fl ooding Bangladesh and other Carribean, 
Pacifi c and coastal regions around the world. 
The group’s action came just a day after the 
World Wildlife Fund released a report warn-
ing that humans have wiped out 60 percent of 
animal populations since 1970.

Fittingly, young people are at the heart 
of the movement. We spoke to 15-year-old 
Greta Thunberg, a Stockholm climate activ-
ist best known for starting a popular Friday 
strike movement in Sweden: Thunberg won’t 
be going to Friday school classes until the 
Swedish government cleans up its act on cli-
mate change.

Thunberg and her parents drove in an elec-
tric car to Westminster, where she addressed 
a crowd of over a thousand people. “When I 
was eight, I found out about something called 
climate change, or global warming,” she said. 
“Apparently it was something that humans 
had created by our way of living. I was told to 

turn off the lights to save energy and to recycle 
paper to save resources.

“I remember thinking it was very strange 
that humans, an animal species among others 
could be capable of changing the Earth’s cli-
mate. Because if we were, and it was really 
happening, we wouldn’t be talking about any-
thing else. As soon as you turned on the TV, 
everything would be about that.

“Why wasn’t it [burning fossil fuels] made 
illegal? To me, that did not add up.”

Teddy Walden, 18, is another member of 
Generation Z who rejects climate apathy.

“If everyone consumed like Americans, 
we’d have gone through fi ve Earths by now. 
That’s shocking,” she said.

The co-founder of Extinction Rebellion, 
academic and activist Roger Hallam, believes 
mass movements like this one are the only way 
to force the radical changes needed.

“A hundred years of political sociology 
shows you can only change entrenched power 
through creating economic costs for the people 
who hold that entrenched power,” he said.

“Through mass civil resistance, we’re 
going to create a new global regime that takes 
our responsibilities seriously towards the next 
generation.”

He contrasts this mode of organising to 
other more technocratic and policy-focused 
work by NGOs. Extinction Rebellion has occu-
pied the offi ces of Greenpeace, for example, to 
critique their ineffectiveness in lobbying gov-
ernments to reduce emissions.

“The NGOs have been working for 30 
years to reduce global carbon emissions and 
during that time they’ve increased by 60 per-
cent, which quite possibly has condemned 
every future generation to a living hell.

“So in that context it’s probably worth 
trying something different. We went to 
Greenpeace to get them to tell their members 
to join mass civil disobedience, which has been 
shown to change political regimes rapidly.”

But Hallam is frank about the challenges 
ahead. He expects Extinction Rebellion’s 
demands to be ignored by government. 
“They’ll ignore us, and then they’ll fi ght us and 

we’ll win. We haven’t got to the fi ght stage – 
which will be non-violent – but we will in the 
next two weeks.”

In a taste of what’s to come, soon after, 
more than a thousand people blocked roads cir-
cling Parliament Square, and 15 were arrested.

George Monbiot – the notable environ-
mentalist and journalist – was among them. 
Speaking earlier in the day, he made a call to 
arms. “We’ve waited long enough, we are wait-
ing no longer. No one else will deliver it for us, 
no one is left but us.

“We claim to live in a democracy. In many 
ways it resembles a plutocracy – your votes 
should count [but] money counts instead.

“The money of the city, and the fossil fuel 
industry and the farming lobby and the fi shing 
industry and the auto-manufacturers and the 
airlines lobby. We are not heard because they 
are heard.

“Parliament will not do this for us, corpo-
rations will not do this for us and I’m sorry to 
say that the big NGOs won’t either.” Monbiot 
added that though this is the only planet known 
to support life, the intelligent bit has yet to be 
demonstrated.

Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green 
Party said we should embrace non-violent 
direct action (NVDA) where appropriate.

“NVDA should be done in a considered 
way; it’s not something you do off the cuff, 
you consider it, you weigh it up strategically 
and when it’s done in those kinds of ways for 
the right reasons we’re whole heartedly behind 
it,” said Bartley, whose fellow co-leader, MP 
Caroline Lucas, was arrested in 2013 for direct 
action against anti-fracking.

“None of the broadcast media picked up 
on the fact that the chancellor didn’t mention 
climate change once in his budget,” he adds. 
“The YouGov issues tracker is seeing the envi-
ronment go up and up [as a concern] for people 
and the politicians haven’t caught up yet.”

As for their plan for mass civil disobedi-
ence in the coming weeks, Extinction Rebellion 
said: “If the government does not respond 
seriously to our demands, civil disobedience 
will commence from the November” with a 
return to Parliament Square programmed for 
“Rebellion Day”, in November.
New Internationalist 

For climate 
action, mass civil 
disobedience

ploitation

A new resistance movement is forming. Husna Rizvi speaks to Extinction Rebellion 
about why direct action is our last chance to phase-out carbon.
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The other day, over 20 people died 
in an airstrike in Yemen’s coastal 
city of Hodeidah. The bombs, 
dropped by a Saudi-led coalition, 
hit a farmers’ market, where men 
from neighbouring villages sold 
their goods, hoping to at least 
break even and bring some food 
home to their families. In the 
aftermath of the attack, families 
gathered to pick up the pieces of 
their loved ones, and hitchhiked 
to the local general hospital in 
search of the wounded.

These were only a few of the 
uncountable thousands of civilian 
casualties in Yemen’s war, which 
I’ve followed closely since living 
there for years as a journalist. The 
frequent strikes on markets, school 
buses, and hospitals seldom make 
news in the United States. Is it 
because Yemen seems so far away, 
that the blood of children doesn’t 
seem to reach our fi ngertips?

Or is it because arms sellers’ 
profi ts from Yemen’s war are so sub-
stantial, we don’t dare cut ties?

Yemen’s been on a downward 
spiral since a failed transition period 
after the Arab Spring led to a civil 
war. Since early 2015, a Saudi-led 
coalition backing Yemen’s exiled 
president has rained down air raids 
on the country – more often than not, 
hitting civilian targets.

A school bus bombing in July 
killed 40 children. A hospital 
bombing in August killed over 50 

civilians. An early attack on the capi-
tal Sana’a wiped out an entire family 
in their sleep.

All of these airstrikes were sup-
ported by the US, which supplied 
training, targeting support, in-fl ight 
refuelling, and the bombs them-
selves. Yet American politicians 
mostly stay silent. Why?

Is it because the war in Yemen 
is so complicated? This is a cop-
out – it’s our elected offi cials’ job to 
understand these intricacies, and to 
act when situations are unjust.

I would argue it’s the cost-ben-
efi t ratio.

Leaving the on-the-ground 
fi ghting to Yemenis paid by their 
Gulf counterparts, and leaving the 
actual air-striking to Saudi pilots, 
American offi cials are separated by 
enough degrees to not take direct 
responsibility.

Carrying even greater weight, 
especially by President Trump, is 
the fi nancial benefi t of this war. The 
US sells billions of dollars’ worth of 
weapons to the Saudis.

Deaths for dollars. The lives of 
tens of thousands of Yemenis for the 
fi nancial gain of a few corporations. 
While there are obviously more rea-
sons for the ongoing confl ict than 
this, it’s an undeniable component.

Yet this past month has brought 
more change from one man’s death 
than the deaths of thousands before 
him.

As the tragic details of journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi’s abduction and 
death emerge, more lawmakers are 

calling for direct and tangible action 
against Saudi Arabia. Khashoggi’s 
death, fi rst denied then whitewashed 
by Saudi officials, has brought 
together a bipartisan group calling 
for a cancellation of arms sales to 
the kingdom.

“With the murder of Jamal 
Khashoggi, it’s time for the United 
States to halt all weapons sales and 

military aid to Saudi Arabia,” said 
Democrat Jim McGovern, who 
introduced a bill to do just that. “Our 
democratic values are on the line 
here – and we need to step up as a 
country and do the right thing.”

On the other hand, President 
Trump so far refuses to stop arms 
sales, even though the Saudis now 
admit Khashoggi’s murder was 

premeditated. “We don’t like it, not 
even a little bit,” Trump said. But 
cancelling the sales “would not be 
acceptable to me.”

The war in Yemen will continue 
until those in power decide their 
costs outweigh the benefi ts – and 
until the rest of us insist on a cost for 
civilian lives.
People’s World 

Death for dollars

All of these airstrikes were supported by the US, which 
supplied training, targeting support, in-flight refuelling, 
and the bombs themselves.
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Biscuits on May Day

Japan buried in waste plastic

Iranian communists called for 
a united campaign last week to 
end a dark chapter in the coun-
try’s history after the jailing of 
a trade unionist for “distributing 
biscuits” to workers on May Day. 
Deputy chairman of the Syndica-e 
Vahed (Syndicate of Workers of 
Tehran and Suburbs Vahed Bus 
Company) Ebrahim Madadi lost 
his appeal against a fi ve-year-
and-three-month prison sentence 
handed down last month for 
engaging in peaceful trade union 
activism.

One of the activities that led to 

his conviction on charges of “assem-
bly and collusion against national 
security” was the distribution of bis-
cuits to bus drivers as part of May 
Day celebrations.

The sentencing court also 
referred to Madadi negotiating with 
the Ministry of Labour in an attempt 
to raise the minimum wage for bus 
drivers. Trade unions are seen as a 
threat to national security and Iranian 
authorities have escalated their 
attacks on those who are taking part 
in growing strike action across the 
country.

Last month, 17 truck drivers 

received death sentences for their 
role in the national industrial action 
over pay and conditions as the cleri-
cal regime seeks to crush resistance 
and anti-government protests.

Tudeh (Communist) Party inter-
national secretary Navid Shomali 
told the Morning Star: “The court’s 
reaffi rming of the fi ve-year prison 
sentence issued to Ebrahim Madadi 
– and the pending confi rmation of 
the same sentence for [Syndica-e 
Vahed director] Davoud Razavi – is 
the latest in a long line of fl agrant 
examples of the Islamic Republic’s 
complete contempt for any notion of 

independent trade unions and their 
associated functions.

“The court’s reference to 
Madadi’s handing out of biscuits 
to his colleagues while celebrating 
May 1 and Razavi having partaken 
in open and legitimate meetings, 
regarding the minimum wage for 
bus drivers, with a government min-
istry no less, gives a clear indication 
of the regime’s cruel resolve towards 
the labour and trade union movement 
in the country – and the lengths it is 
prepared to go to in crushing any hint 
of dissent there.”

He said the party stood “shoulder 

to shoulder” with the Iranian trade 
union movement and called on the 
government to respect the right to 
freedom of association enshrined in 
the country’s constitution adopted 
after the 1979 revolution.

“The party reaffi rms that only 
through a coordinated and united 
campaign of all freedom-loving and 
progressive forces in Iran, enjoy-
ing the solidarity of their counter-
parts internationally, can we begin to 
move towards ending this dark chap-
ter in our country’s history,” Shomali 
said.
Morning Star 

Nations across the globe are beginning to suffer from 
waste build-up, after China stopped importing recy-
clable garbage this year. Japan has become the latest 
country reporting severe recycling industry overload.

China’s ban on imports of 24 types of solid waste 
materials, such as soft drink bottles, mixed paper, recy-
cled steel and newsprint, has impacted the recycling 
chain across the globe. Japan, which last year exported 
about half of its 1.5 million tons of annual plastic waste, 
is now piled higher and deeper in its own garbage, with 
many local governments struggling to cope with the 
problem.

About a quarter of 102 local governments surveyed 
reported seeing accumulated plastic waste, which in some 
cases overreached sanitary norms, Environment Ministry 
data shows. At least 34 municipalities noted that they are 
failing to fi nd new destinations to outsource their plastic 
after domestic costs of processing waste shot up.

China’s refusal to accept more garbage is overstretch-
ing the Japanese recycling industry, with 34.9 percent of 
companies limiting or considering restricting the quanti-
ties of plastics they can accept. To deal with the problem, 
the Japanese ministry said it will expand domestic capac-
ity to process plastic waste. The government also wants 
to introduce measures to prevent illegal dumping and 
expand the use of bioplastics, which are biodegradable.

A similar problem was reported this weekend in the 
UK, which last year exported roughly two-thirds of its 

recyclables. The Local Government Association (LGA) 
blamed the Chinese ban for the change in councils’ recy-
cling methods which are forcing the local authorities to 
add an extra high cost a year. “It’s clear that the ban by 
China on imported waste, which could soon be imple-
mented by other countries, could have a marked impact 
on councils’ ability to recycle,” said Martin Tett, environ-
ment spokesman for the LGA.

China, which over the last 25 years was taking in 45 
percent of cumulative plastic imports, without a doubt 
made a huge impact on the global recycling system. 
While many Chinese companies relocated their opera-
tions to Malaysia, the Asian country does not have 
the capacity to replace China and this week imposed 
a three-month ban on imports. We “will do our very 
best to ensure that Malaysia not be the plastic rubbish 
bin of developed countries,” Science, Technology and 
Environment and Climate Change Minister Yeo Bee Yin 
said.

Vietnam, which once welcomed foreign shipments, 
is also fi nding it hard to cope with recyclables, imposing 
a temporary ban on imports between June and October. 
Thailand, the other world destination of plastic goods, 
reportedly will ban imports by 2021. The closure of 
Asian countries to plastic will also affect the US, which 
in the fi rst six months of this year, exported its recycling 
to Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam.
RT – Russia Today 
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Annelies Verbeek

With attention focused on the 
planned demolition of Khan al-
Ahmar village, other areas of 
the Jordan Valley have fallen off 
the radar. Out of sight, however, 
Israeli consolidation over the 
Jordan Valley is continuing apace. 
Last month, the Israeli army 
demolished several Palestinian 
structures in the communities of 
al-Hadidiya and the al-Musafa 
area east of Jiftlik village.

In al-Hadidiya, in the north-
ern Jordan Valley, the bulldozers 
arrived on the morning of October 
11 leaving Omar Arif Bisharat and 
eight relatives, including fi ve chil-
dren, homeless. Doles of doves 
soared over the rubble of his home. 
He raised his hands, struggling to 
convey the calamity of what had 
happened to him. In addition to his 
home, the army demolished six other 
structures, including several animal 
pens.

The doves, Bisharat explained, 
had been raised by his family. 
Their pen – with baby doves inside 
it – had been demolished along 
with the other structures and the 
birds were now circling their old 
home. The family’s sheep, too, 
were homeless.

“I had no idea they were 
coming,” Bisharat told The 
Electronic Intifada. “When I saw the 
military jeep, I thought they were 
coming for my neighbour’s house,” 
he added, saying that while he had 
received a demolition order, he 
thought the case was pending and he 
never received notice when his home 
was going to be demolished.

The threat of home demoli-
tion is an ever-present danger for 
Palestinians in the Jordan Valley, part 

of the so-called Area C of the occu-
pied West Bank over which Israel 
maintains full military and civil con-
trol. As a consequence, Palestinians 
are not allowed to build houses, put 
up tents, dig water wells deeper than 
100 meters, build roads or install 
solar panels or water pipes without 
Israeli-issued permits. These are 
almost never granted.

Bisharat and the 112-strong com-
munity in al-Hadidiya are now left 
trying to carve out a life with what 
little resources these livestock farm-
ers have. The villagers live in sheet 
metal shacks and tents due to a lack 

of building permits and limited 
funds.

The Israeli authorities also 
refuse to connect the community to 
the electricity or water grid. Even 
accessing the village has become a 
great challenge. The village used to 
be accessible through a paved road. 
But when the nearby illegal settle-
ment of Roi was built in 1976, set-
tlers put up gates to block Palestinian 
access.

Constant struggle
The community was forced to 

dig a dirt road from the main high-
way to their village. Without a four-
wheel drive vehicle, this road can 
only be driven down at an ardu-
ously slow pace. In winter, the road 
becomes muddy and cars often get 
stuck.

In parts, the road coils around 
piles of soil the Israeli authorities 
dumped there in attempts to block 
access.

The sides of the road are clut-
tered with the remains of water pipes 
the Israeli army cut after villagers 
had attempted to connect to the water 
grid in the nearby village of Tamoun.

Bisharat does not know what to 
do. The soldiers told him he could 
not rebuild his house again. But he 
has no choice. For the time being, he 
and his family are staying at a neigh-
bour’s house.

The Jordan Valley has always 
been an area of strategic importance. 
The strip of land in the east of the 
West Bank is seen by Israeli military 
planners as providing vital strategic 
territorial depth, separating it from 
its Arab neighbours to the east. As a 
result, whether the Oslo process was 
on or not, Israel’s leaders never con-
sidered relinquishing control over 
the area after its occupation in 1967.

Geographically, the Jordan 
Valley bisects the West Bank. Khan 
al-Ahmar’s impending demolition 
comes in part because of its location 
next to the Jerusalem-Jericho high-
way. Israel wants to use this area for 
settlement expansion as part of an 
overall plan – the E1 plan – to con-
nect illegally annexed East Jerusalem 
to the Jordan Valley, encircling the 
city with settlements and dividing 
the West Bank in two.

The area also holds one-third 
of the West Bank’s water reserves. 
Once the bread basket of Palestine, 
it has great potential for development 
and would be essential in the build-
ing of any future Palestinian state.

But some 90 percent of the 
Jordan Valley consists of Area C, 
under full Israeli administrative and 
military control. Israel uses these 
areas for the expansion of illegal set-
tlements and obstructs all types of 
Palestinian development.

Al-Musafa
On the same day that Bisharat’s 

home was demolished, Israeli occu-
pation forces also demolished the 
home and several animal pens far-
ther south in the area of al-Musafa.

The house and pens belonged 
to Odeh Naji Abu Saoud, 23, who 
recently got married and has a 
14-month-old son, Khaled.

“I have a lot to say,” he told 
The Electronic Intifada, “but I don’t 
know how.”

Abu Saoud struggles to find 
the words while setting up a tent – 
donated, he said, by the Red Cross – 
for his family, homeless for a second 
time. Abu Saoud’s previous house 
was destroyed last year.

“It was a good house. Concrete, 
with a tin sheet ceiling,” he said.

The Israeli authorities had told 
him then that he lived in a fi ring 
zone, a closed military zone, and told 
him to move 100 metres down the 
hill. Abu Saoud and his wife moved 
to this location and lived in a cara-
van donated by the European Union, 
Abu Saoud said. Only two months 
after moving in, they received a new 
demolition notice.

“The European Union, the Red 
Cross ... It would be great if they 
could actually protect the materi-
als they give us,” Rashid Sawafta, a 
coordinator with the Jordan Valley 
Solidarity group of activists cam-
paigning for Palestinian rights in the 
area, told The Electronic Intifada.

From 1970 until 2012, Israel 
designated approximately 56 per-
cent of the Jordan Valley as a closed 
military zone. According to Sawafta, 
this has little to do with military 
needs and everything to do with land 
appropriation. Declaring an area as 

a military zone, he said, often pre-
cedes the establishment of an illegal 
settlement.

A Palestinian presence in closed 
military zones is formally prohibited. 
Still, and according to human rights 
group Al-Haq, 38 Palestinian com-
munities live in such areas across the 
West Bank, of which 80 percent are 
in the area of the Jordan Valley and 
Dead Sea or the South Hebron Hills.

The Israeli military regularly 
organizes combat exercises in these 
areas, during which the army tempo-
rarily expels Palestinians from their 
homes. Fatima – who preferred for 
her real name not to be used – was 
given notice in September for her 
and her family to leave their home 
in the community of Ein al-Hilweh 
ahead of military exercises.

When they returned, the family 
found several of their cows shot. 
Two were dead, two others died later 
of their injuries. The death of the 
livestock was an enormous fi nan-
cial loss for Fatima’s family. One of 
the cows had not had calves yet and 
was worth as much as $3,800, said 
Fatima.

Still visibly troubled by what 
happened, Fatima said she was cer-
tain the Israeli military was plan-
ning to expel her and her family 
eventually.

“But we have no other place to 
go,” she said.

The Bisharat and Abu Saoud 
famil ies  expressed similar 
sentiments.

“What can I do?” Bisharat asked. 
“Wherever I move there will be a 
racist occupation.”

The Israelis are not interested 
in Palestinian rights on the land, he 
added. “The Israelis do not want 
coexistence. They only want a 
Jewish state.”

Abu Saoud is now planning to 
build a home for the third time. This 
is not just an act of resistance, but 
one of necessity. There is nowhere to 
move to and nowhere with the space 
for livestock to graze.

“I will rebuild my house, and 
maybe they will come and demolish 
it for a third time,” he said, shaking 
his head. “How does my house harm 
Israel that it needs to destroy it?”
The Electronic Intifada 

International

Nowhere to go, 
nowhere to live

The aftermath of another demolition in the Jordan Valley.
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No tree, no me
Deforestation is rife across Queensland, 
New South Wales, Western Australia and 
the Northern Territory. Australia now 
competes with the Amazon, the Congo and 
Borneo in the rate of deforestation.

Deforestation is a major threat to biodiver-
sity, wildlife, the Great Barrier Reef’s health, 
our varied landscapes and rivers health and to 
halting climate change.

When we carry out large scale land clear-
ing we destroy what is unique and appealing 
about living or visiting the beautiful bushland 
or countryside. In doing so, we also wipe out 
vital wildlife habitat and contribute to exacer-
bating the drought and climate change.

Australia has already lost half of its native 

forests; we very much need what’s left. We 
must always keep in mind the importance and 
the myriad collective health, environmental 
and economic benefi ts of trees. Trees provide 
shade and shelter, improve air quality, combat 
soil erosion, slow storm water runoff, act as 
windbreaks, provide habitat for wildlife and 
most importantly store carbon and thereby 
reduce the effects of global warming. Trees 
also produce oxygen; they inhale carbon diox-
ide, use it and release oxygen, as well as fi lter-
ing and cleaning the air we breathe. We could 
not exist without trees; they are in fact essen-
tial to life.

But there is a sensible, viable solution to 
protect our precious wildlife and their habi-
tats. Stopping the bulldozers would protect the 
homes of native wildlife and save millions of 
tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions. Restoring 
Australia’s previously cleared land presents 
a major opportunity to sequester carbon and 
bring down Australia’s net emissions.

We can stop the destruction of forest 
and bushland and use existing laws to end 
Australia’s land clearing and deforestation 
crisis. And strengthen the laws as soon as pos-
sible to end excessive land clearing.

By stopping land clearing and replanting, 
we can restore our deforested and degraded 
ecological regions and protect endangered 
native wildlife and reduce carbon polluting 
our planet. We must conserve what’s left of 

our native forests and urge federal and state 
governments to act on these vitally important 
environmental issues now.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Stop the privateers
Many Sydneysiders depend on public 
transport bus services, and a great many 
depend on the public transport system as a 
whole in Australia’s largest city. The NSW 
coalition government has now announced 
its intention to privatise operation of public 
bus services in the city’s inner west and 
south.

The government claims privatisation is 
necessary because of the large number of com-
plaints about public bus services. It has offered 
no analysis of the nature of the complaints, and 
no evidence that private operation would be 
superior.

Most problems with Sydney buses concern 
punctuality, which has always been depend-
ent on Sydney’s narrow, twisting roads, noto-
riously prone to traffi c jams and congestion.

And now the government has announced 
it will eliminate many bus stops on privatised 
routes. That’s obviously intended to increase 
profi ts for the private fi rm that will operate the 
buses.

The government is poised to sell off the 
massive new $16.8 billion WestConnex motor-
way that will run from the city centre west-
wards to the Blue Mountains. The government 
has already announced plans to sell off “at least 
51 percent” of the motorway by June next year, 
in order to fund construction of the next stage 
of the project which involves extending the 
tollway to link up with the existing M5 motor-
way running south-west from the city.

The WestConnex project has already 
resulted in the destruction of hundreds of 
houses in the heritage suburbs of Haberfi eld 
and St Peters. The next stage would involve 
more devastation in the historic inner suburbs.

Moreover, a Treasury offi cial recently said 
that “all options are on the table” regarding 
WestConnex, including sale of 100 percent of 
the tollway before its completion.

The project’s fi rst stage was funded largely 
by sale of the state’s electricity grid. In its 
current privatisation strategy the government 
sells off one area of public services in order to 
upgrade another, which is then sold to fund the 
upgrade of yet another service, and so on.

Selling off the entire WestConnex motor-
way would therefore be the next logical step. 
The leap-frog process of upgrade and sale 
could be continued until most of the state’s 
public services are privatised.

Mati English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
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Surry Hills NSW 2010
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A whole industry has grown up 
around the fraudulent premise 
that homosexual orientation 
can simply be “prayed away.” 
Church movements have created 
expensive “conversion therapy” 
programs, led by people of faith 
with absent or dubious creden-
tials other than their powers of 
salesmanship, and foisted them on 
God-fearing parents of kids who 
are in the process of discovering 
their homosexual identities.

If graduates of the program con-
form to the heterosexual standard 
that’s been placed before them as 
God’s way and the only approved 
form of intimate physical expres-
sion, it is fundamentally a matter of 
societal adaptation. Either go along 
with enforced heteronormativity, or 
be ostracised, marginalised, and dis-
inherited. In many other cases, the 
“therapy” is useless and destructive, 
leading to self-loathing for being too 
weak and wilful to overcome one’s 
“faults”. Lawmakers have banned 
it for minors in some 14 states, and 
there are moves to further that legis-
lative trend.

In the new coming-of-age drama 
fi lm Boy Erased, based eponymously 
on Garrard Conley’s 2016 memoir, 
a high school student named Jared 
Eamons (Lucas Hedges) is the son 
of Marshall (Russell Crowe), a 
small-town, small-minded Southern 
Baptist pastor and Ford auto deal-
ership owner, whose loving wife 
Nancy (Nicole Kidman) supports 
him despite certain motherly doubts. 
Jared has been outed as gay to his 
parents, and his parents wrestle with 
their Bible-fuelled despair over this 
uniquely sinful, Satanic trait. 

Not even sure of his own feel-
ings, and wanting to satisfy his par-
ents, Jared consents under pressure 
to participating in the “therapy.” 
Gradually he comes to see how inhu-
man it is, and how void of under-
standing for the complexities of life. 
Observing the cruelty toward him-
self and other vulnerable people in 
the name of God and Jesus, he ulti-
mately is able to defi ne himself more 
clearly and positively.

Actor Joel Edgerton plays head 
therapist Victor Sykes, and also 

wrote the screenplay and directed. 
He is terrifying in his aggressive, 
confrontational theology that aims to 
twist his enrolees into some version 
of strict masculinity and femininity 
as his faith defi nes them.

In a short but significant 
cameo, Cherry Jones appears as Dr 
Muldoon, who explains to Jared that 
as a person of religious conviction 
she must also balance her beliefs 
with her knowledge of science. She 
gives Jared the space to ask whatever 
questions he may have in the assur-
ance that he will receive a support-
ive, objective answer, but he is too 
paralysed by shame and self-doubt to 
take her up on the invitation.

Other characters include Jared’s 
fellow therapy mates and instruc-
tors, and various preacher-patriarchs 
who pray for his recovery as spiritual 
enforcers.

As perniciously as religion is 
portrayed, the fi lm also shows that 
some folks can be peeled away 
from its program. The real enemy is 
Biblical literalism – always selective, 
of course. The same people who are 
quick to judge in matters of the fl esh 
care not a whit about eating shell-
fi sh or wearing clothing made of a 
combination of different fi bres. We 
choose our abominations. Thankfully 
the world has people of faith who are 
capable of a more compassionate, 
nuanced reading of ancient scriptures 
and do not feel bound by the insist-
ence on received wisdom in the face 
of modernity.

In addition, Boy Erased shows 
how some people can change and 
grow – not just Jared and the other 
victims of fraudulent conversion 
practice, but their families and 
friends and society at large. Kidman 

and Crowe exemplify that slow and 
sure, but hard-won enlightenment.

“One of the most startling 
aspects of the book was – and, I 
guess, in my naive approach lead-
ing into the book – I fi gured deci-
sions to send a child to conversion 
therapy [are] born out of the hateful-
ness and that these institutions, the 
infrastructure is erected on this sense 
of hatefulness,” Edgerton told CNN 
Entertainment’s Sandra Gonzalez. 
“In actual fact, I realised it was born 
out of fear and that what was push-
ing a lot of people to make these 
choices was motivated by love, the 
love for their child and an interest to 
help a child to not lose their relation-
ship with God, to not be ostracised 
by community, and that was a very 
complicated conundrum.”

Review aggregator sites report 
the critics’ favourability ratings in 

the 70-85 percent range, while audi-
ence ratings reach higher, to 95 per-
cent with strong recommendation 
for viewing. I concur with both: 
From a critical point of view, Boy 
Erased is not inspired fi lmmaking 
that breaks new ground in the art 
of cinema. It does not compare, for 
example, to Spotlight, the fi lm about 
the Boston Globe’s treatment of the 
sexual abuse scandals in the Catholic 
Church. On the other hand, anyone 
with an interest in the subject would 
be moved and grateful that such an 
effective fi lm on this topic has been 
made, with a more than competently 
executed storyline. Audiences are 
sure to raise provocative questions 
the next time gay conversion ther-
apy comes up in conversation – or 
in their churches – as many of these 
groups are still active.
People’s World 

Film Review by Eric A Gordon

Boy Erased
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The British director’s latest film, Peterloo, 
recounts the 1819 massacre of protesters 
demanding parliamentary reform in 
Manchester, UK. He speaks to Sam 
Thompson about the difficulties of 
dramatizing a social movement and the 
difference between hope and optimism.

ST: You’ve made period pictures before 
but the scale of Peterloo must have presented 
a new challenge. Just the amount of histori-
cal material you need to translate into drama to 
make the story legible is huge.

ML: Absolutely. But at the most basic 
level, this fi lm isn’t any different from any of 
my other fi lms: it’s about putting three-dimen-
sional people on the screen in a fl eshed-out, 
plausible way. Not ciphers. Not movie cli-
chés. Characters. Real people like you and me. 
Added to that, you’ve got people who make 
speeches, express ideas and all the rest of it – 
it’s complex. Everything that comes out of peo-
ple’s mouths is drawn from real speeches – it’s 
distilled from that.

ST: Oratory is so important. Along with 
pamphlets, it was the main propaganda tool 
of the Reform Movement in the 1800s. In the 
fi lm, there are a lot of political meetings and 
hustings. How did you inject these scenes with 
drama?

ML: First of all, what comes out of a 
character’s mouth must be feasible. What I 
do is work very hard with the actors to fi nd 
the character. The criteria is: does it work for 
the character? Not does it work as a speech. 
Plus, it’s a simple job, despite its complexity, 
of editing, distilling, rewriting raw material, 
political speeches into stuff that is both digest-
ible, and, in the proper meaning of the word, 
“entertaining”.

ST: The star orators – like Henry Hunt, 
who’s the headliner at the march – are big 
egos and infl uential fi gures, but the fi lm isn’t 
just about these personalities. It’s also about a 
movement – and a family – and, perhaps above 
all, a class. How did you approach this?

ML: That’s a diffi cult question to answer. 
If you were to say, hypothetically, “I’m going 
to make a fi lm about a class, or a movement”, 
you’d be stymied. I don’t know what you’d do. 
This is the way I look at life, and these are my 
political instincts: there are a lot of individuals. 
I look at a football stadium and I’m still look-
ing at that number of individuals. You could 
say it’s a mass of people but to bring it to life, 
you’ve got to breathe life into those individ-
uals. You’ve got to invent characters that are 
drawn from history or that are made up – like 
the family – that are as totally idiosyncratic as 
the characters in Abigail’s Party (1977) or Nuts 
in May (1976). Only then have you got your 
skittles in a row ... only then have you got your 
class.

ST: You’ve said that this history should be 
taught in schools.

ML: Yes, but what I didn’t say is that it 
should be on the national curriculum. I don’t 
believe in a national curriculum! I don’t think 

there should be any fucking curriculum!
ST: The history of how the ruling class 

thinks about Peterloo is a history of blaming 
the working class for its own death, destruction 
and immiseration. Do you see parallels with 
Peterloo and more contemporary crises like 
Hillsborough and Grenfell?

ML: Of course. It’s hard not to. That’s 
why when we were preparing this fi lm over the 
course of three years we were saying, “This is 
getting more relevant all the time.” We’re talk-
ing about people’s voices, people being heard, 
people with power, people without power, 
people who have, people who need, all of that.

For me, one of the tragedies of the contem-
porary world is that in the fi lm working-class 
kids are quoting the classics. There was no 
comprehensive education then. These kids had 
taught themselves or they learnt it at Sunday 
School. At one point Sidmouth, the Home 
Secretary, talks about “Sunday School orators”. 
People were hungry for education and hungry 
for the vote. Now we have education and we 
have the vote, but people don’t vote. It’s one 
of the ironies of our contemporary world. 
Why is that? We’re now suffering from people 
voting for something wrongly from what you 
can only call ignorance after being misled, as 
far as Brexit is concerned. Why is there apathy 
about education? I’m not going to pontifi cate 
the answers, but those are questions that arise 
out of the fi lm.

ST: The rally captures a series of emo-
tions that many of us will have felt at political 
actions: boredom, anticipation, fear. Do these 
feelings resonate with you personally?

ML: I’m not sure it’s boredom Maxine 
Peake’s character feels – more like frustration 
at not being able to hear the speakers. When 
I was 15, a few of us went to the Free Trade 
Hall in Manchester and heard Bertrand Russell 
speak about the bomb – at that time Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) was a rela-
tively new movement. And then I was at the 
Aldermaston March [an annual CND action] 
in 1960. I was 17. Those were incredible 
experiences.

ST: At one point the son of Maxine Peake’s 
character accuses her of giving up hope, and 
she’s furious. It struck me that political emo-
tion is a big theme throughout your work: 
hope, motivation, anger, apathy and the differ-
ence between hope and optimism. How hope-
ful do you feel?

ML: I’m a parent and a grandparent. The 
bit where they’re in bed the night before [the 
march] she’s thinking about her granddaughter, 
and says, “In 1900, she’ll be 85.” 

We shot that literally as my son’s partner 
was about to have my fi rst grandchild. I was 
very conscious of a child being born. 

He’s now one – this Freddy Leigh – and 
you think about the same measurements, and 
you think about what sort of world it’s going to 

be. It makes you hopeful, but everything that’s 
happening in the world makes it diffi cult to be 
optimistic.

ST: I consider your fi lms political in a 
foundational way because they start where pol-
itics begin: caring about people’s lives and the 
things that expand and constrain them. They 
enlarge our colleagues and neighbours, push us 
to love them more and make the fulfi lment of 
their potential seem urgent. Peterloo is politi-
cal in an explicit way, but do you see this vein 
running through all your fi lms?

ML: Defi nitely, and you’ve articulated it 
as well as I could: they are about how we live, 
and what drives us, and how we behave, good 
and bad and in different ways, and how soci-
ety functions and doesn’t function. Anybody 
who asks me – and you haven’t – “Is this your 
most political fi lm?” my answer is, “No shit, 
Sherlock!” 

Obviously, because that’s what it’s about. 
But even if you go back to a fi lm like Nuts in 
May [Leigh’s farce about a middle-class couple 
on a camping weekend] it lays it on the line in 
terms of what’s going on. 

In terms of class politics, it’s clear as a bell. 
It’s a political fi lm. It may be a jolly old laugh, 
and it may take the piss out of vegetarians, but 
it’s about class warfare and we know whose 
side we’re on.
New Internationalist 
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Rossana Cambon

What drives a person to leave 
their home and walk 2,000 miles?

I am reminded of the story my 
mother told me about how she was 
temporarily blinded at the age of 
three due to malnutrition. And of 
how she and her mother left Jalisco 
to head for Juárez when she was 
fi ve because there was no medi-
cal care for her ailing mother who 
had contracted tuberculosis. They 
had family there that could at least 
provide some care while her father 
looked for work.

People do not leave their home, 
their country, their culture unless 
they are forced out in search of a 
better life.

What is that better life that 
the asylum seekers coming from 
Central America are seeking? They 
want to eat. They want medical 
attention for their children. They 
want security from persecution by 
gangs and suppression by their local 
militaries.

Whole families are traveling 
together alongside single moth-
ers with children in their arms – all 
seeking asylum. Many are coming 
from Honduras, a country plagued 
by unemployment, where farm-
ers have been displaced by a severe 
drought caused by climate change, 
and where massive trade imbalances 
created by the Central American 

Free Trade Agreement have created 
dependence on US-made goods.

As people gathered in prepara-
tion for the exodus out of Honduras 
on the night of October 12, a 
reporter from NotiBomba walked 
among the almost 200 people that 
had assembled and asked them 
why they were leaving, how will 
they manage on the journey, and 
what would they like to say to the 
President of the United States.

“My child, she suffers from 
spinal deformity. At each operation, 
I am told that there is no syringe for 
the medication or there is no medi-
cation for her. I have no money to 
take her to a private hospital,” one 
woman says.

A stocky man states, “Lack of 
jobs, security; we try to start up a 
small business and they come and 
destroy it. With the high cost of 
energy and the high rents, we just 
can’t make it. We made this deci-
sion to build a better future for our 
children. I am traveling with my 
entire family.”

“We are not leaving because we 
do not like this country, but because 
we have no choice, we need to feed 
our families,” a young man clarifi es.

All mentioned that it was 
extreme poverty which was driv-
ing them out. Although they have 
tried to make change by voting and 
demonstrating, they feel nothing has 
changed at home.

They are referring to the wide-
spread fraud that occurred in 
the 2017 presidential election in 
Honduras in which the right-wing 
candidate, Juan Orlando Hernández 
was unconstitutionally declared 
president. Since coming to power, 
he has used the military to suppress 
any opposition.

Many people expressed con-
cerns about what they might 
encounter on the road. “We are 
afraid of what lies ahead, but we are 
traveling as one big family, and we 
will be looking out for each other,” 
a father comments.

With teary eyes, a young man 
states, “My family is left crying, 
sad, and worried because they know 
the dangers I face, but we don’t 
have a choice.”

If they had the opportunity to 
speak to President Donald Trump, 
many say they would ask for the 
opportunity to work, to be given a 
chance to give their children a better 
life.

“We ask Trump to give us an 
opportunity to work, we are hard-
working people.”

“Asking Trump to not be so 
cruel to immigrants ... all we want 
to do is work, nothing more.”

Others point out the complic-
ity of the Trump administration 
in backing the Hernández coup 
regime: “Open the doors and give 
us asylum; it is because of his 

support for our current government 
that we are in this situation.”

Trump has steadfastly supported 
the new president, continuing a long 
and tradition of US government 
backing for right-wing dictators and 
authoritarians in Latin America. 
There are major US economic inter-
ests in the region.

When it comes to Honduras spe-
cifi cally, it was the US which pro-
vided key support for the 2009 coup 
which overthrew democratically-
elected President Manuel Zelaya. In 
2017, the US military establishment 
feared that a new government might 
threaten the presence of its large 
military base at Soto Cano, near 
Comayagua. Therefore, the right-
wing Hernández was the choice of 
the Trump administration.

As for the refugees now head-
ing north, their story is one of pure 
desperation.

“We work and we work, but we 
can’t get enough to feed our fami-
lies. We understand the risk and 
possible death, but we don’t have 
a choice. My father was hit by a 
car and the person who hit him did 
not have anything to give him as 
compensation. I would like to ask 
Trump to have a heart. He may have 
everything, and it may be hard for 
him to understand, but we just need 
a job so that we can eat,” shares a 
young Honduran.

Not exactly the kind of talk 

you’d expect from hardened foreign 
invaders which Trump would have 
you believe are marching toward us.

They know their road is long 
and they have no money to eat, no 
place to sleep, bathe, or care for 
their sick. They are relying on the 
solidarity of the citizens in the cities 
and towns they pass through.

“No one here has money. Some 
of us are already hungry, so we ask 
that along the road, if people fi nd it 
in their hearts to share some water 
and food with us, we would be 
grateful and maybe someday we can 
return the favour.”

It is important to remember 
and remind others that none of 
these people are planning to cross 
the border illegally. However, it is 
equally important to remember that 
international law guarantees their 
right to seek asylum. The US has an 
obligation to consider their claims.

Unless you are native to the 
Americas, we are all immigrants. 
Our foremothers and fathers came 
here seeking a better life for their 
children. It’s time to begin thinking 
about how we can help these fami-
lies and their children when they 
arrive – and to keep doing the polit-
ical work necessary to throw out 
all of those in Congress who, like 
Trump, use fear of these refugees to 
stir division, hatred, and violence.
People’s World 
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