
Change the Rules

Change the System

Fight for our rights …
... the right to belong
... the right to organise
... the right to protections
... the right to strike
At the coming federal election the defeat of 
the Coalition government will be a politi-
cal victory for democratic and progressive 
forces, for the working class and many 
other victims of the Coalition’s reactionary, 
backward anti-people policies. It is the fi rst 
step in a long struggle to reverse several 
decades of neo-liberal policies, the attacks 
on trade unions and workers, the criminal 
neglect of climate change and other regres-
sive policies.

If as expected a Labor government is 
elected, expectations will be high that there 
will be changes for the better in the workplace 
and for trade unions.

The fi rst step is to rip up and remove alto-
gether the anti-union and police-state laws that 
restrict the rights of working people, including 
the scrapping of the Australian Building and 

Construction Commission. Pressure must be 
brought to bear by the union movement on a 
Labor government to go beyond tinkering with 
the various parts of the oppressive anti-union 
laws.

The Communist Party of Australia pro-
poses the following rights as the basis of new 
IR laws that would improve the position of 
working people:

The Right to Belong
• Unrestricted right of workers to join unions;
• Unrestricted right of unions to recruit new 

members;
• Workers to have the right to access union 

representatives at any time including during 
working hours;

• Legally binding guarantees against 
discrimination because of union 
membership or affi liation.

The Right to Organise
• The right of unions to exist and be legally 

recognised as representatives of their 
membership;

• Union representatives to have the right 
to unlimited access to workplaces for 
organising purposes;

• Paid union meetings and trade union 
training;

• Legislated rights for union and worker 
involvement in all industrial and OH&S 
issues in the workplace;

• No limit on conditions included in awards, 
EBAs, industry or pattern bargained 
agreements;

• When a condition is attained by 50 percent 
of the workforce it becomes a minimum 
legislated standard.

The Right to Protections
• The right to an adequate living wage and 

good working conditions of employment;
• The right for workers to industry-wide 

collective agreements and comprehensive 
awards that apply to union and non-union 
members alike;

• Abolition of individual employment 
contracts, including those made under 
common law;

• Guaranteed wage indexation to keep up 
with the cost of living plus productivity 
increases;

• Right to permanent full-time work;
• Protection against the sack; an 

appropriate union-controlled forum to be 

set up to determine the validity of any 
sacking;

• A 35-hour week without loss of pay;
• Five weeks annual leave, 15 days sick leave 

and carers leave to cater for family and 
childcare issues;

• Leave loadings and penalty rates to be 
restored and increased to the highest current 
levels for all workers;

• Equal pay for equal work;
• Twelve months paid maternity leave;
• Repeal of contractors legislation so that 

sub-contractors are employed with the same 
rights and benefi ts of other workers.

The Right to Strike
• No legal barriers to strike action as the basis 

of new IR laws that would improve the 
position of working people.

A change of government alone will not 
bring about the required changes. It will be the 
strength of the movement in workplaces, on 
the streets and in the education of workers and 
involvement of the wider community that will 
be decisive in delivering workers’ and trade 
union rights such as those listed above. 
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From the start, the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC) was given unprecedented coercive powers 
to interrogate innocent workers and union offi cials. Failure to 
turn up for an interrogation session or refusal to inform on fellow 
workers and repeat what they said at a union meeting carries an 
obligatory six-month jail sentence. The interrogation might be a 
hundred or more kilometres from where the worker lives, but the 
worker must pay all costs, including for loss of work, to attend.

Under the BCII Act building workers and union offi cials face 
individual fi nes of tens and hundreds of thousands of dollars a 
day as well as millions of dollars of uncapped damages claims 
from employers for “unlawful” conduct. Even in the case of action 
to protect health and safety they face the threat of these penalties.

Basic, internationally recognised legal norms have been over-
turned, such as the right to remain silent and right to a lawyer 
of your own choosing. The onus of proof has been turned on its 
head, compulsory interrogations are held in secret and the war-
rants are issued not by a court but by the ABCC itself. The Act 
bringing the ABCC into existence even denies innocent building 
workers and union offi cials the basic democratic rights that are 
afforded those accused of serious crimes or acts of terror.

It is a bill with the objective to erode the hard-won rights of 
building construction workers and, in some instances, to hand 
back exclusive unfettered power to a small number of ruthless 
employers who have no regard to the health and safety, and 
wages and conditions of their employees.

The Rudd/Gillard Labor government retained this industry 
police force – introduced by the Howard government – which 
spends millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money a year hound-
ing union offi cials attempting to enter workplaces over safety, 
underpayment, loss of entitlements, and other issues, accusing 
unions and their offi cials of “breaking the law”. The law they are 
“breaking” is the “right of entry” law, a barrier that prevents 
them from legally carrying out their legitimate trade union busi-
ness and protecting their members from the criminal actions 
by employers who are rewarded with the guarantee of no more 
union visits.

For decades trade union offi cials freely entered workplaces, 
checked out working conditions of all employees, inspected wages 
and working hours books, attended to safety issues, assisted 
members with problems and ensured that employers were com-
plying with their legal obligations.

They were free to talk to workers during meal and other 
breaks and actively recruit and organise in the workplace. They 
exercised one of the most fundamental basic trade union rights 
– right of entry.

Up until the mid-1980s a system of centralised union-negoti-
ated awards governed minimum wages and working conditions.

Awards not only covered wages, hours or work, penalty rates 
and many other important condition of work, but contained 
“Time Record” and “Right of Entry” clauses which gave union 
representatives (authorised by the union secretary) considerable 
rights to enter workplaces, speak to workers and inspect time 
and wages records where a breach of the award was suspected.

Historically, the Hawke-Keating Labor governments com-
menced the process of dismantling the comprehensive system 
of centralised awards in the 1980s, with a shift in focus to en-
terprise-based determination of wages and working conditions. 
But it took the Howard government and its Workplace Ministers 
Peter Reith, Kevin Andrews and Tony Abbott to emasculate 
the centralised system of trade union-negotiated awards and 
gut awards to “20 allowable matters”. Amongst the key provi-
sions that were not just removed from awards but outlawed in 
enterprise agreements were basic trade union rights including 
the right of entry and free access to time and wage records of 
all employees.

When the Rudd Labor government was elected in 2007 there 
were expectations in trade union circles that the right of entry 
would be restored; it was not.

The union movement has a fi ght on its hands to restore right 
of entry.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
No, we won’t … nor are we bound to go and tip money into that big 
climate fund. We’re not going to do that either. I’m not going to spend 
money on global climate conferences and all that nonsense.

PM Scott Morrison in a radio interview last month when asked if PM Scott Morrison in a radio interview last month when asked if 
Australia would be bound to its climate targets under the Paris agreement.Australia would be bound to its climate targets under the Paris agreement.

”“

Scrap the ABCC
Cuba
UN resolution against 
the US blockade wins 
for the 27th time

PRESS FUND
NSW Hunter Valley residents worry that if global demand for coal 
continues to fall, mining companies will stop regenerating disused 
open-cut mines. Mining companies say they’re now regenerating 
more area than is opened up for new mines, but they’re a long 
way behind. The Valley’s opened-up surface area is now twice as 
big as Sydney Harbour. Meanwhile, Adani says it will develop its 
huge Queensland mine immediately, even without government help. 
Making profits as fast as possible is the name of their game. Our 
game, in comparison, is to expose and help block the criminally 
reckless plans of big capital, but we need your help, so please send 
us something for the next edition if you possibly can. Many thanks 
to this week’s contributors, as follows:
Anonymous $50, Dr G Dittura $25, J Ayres $30, J Kiek $30, 
“Round Figure” $15, “Rough Red” $5, E Seymour $5, “Sparky” $10
This week’s total: $170 Progressive total: $7,175

Free, universal and secular
Politics in the Pub, Perth
Vinnie Molina

Education in Australia was dis-
cussed last week at Politics in the 
Pub on Thursday November 1 
in Perth. Speakers included WA 
Senator Louise Pratt, Shadow 
Assistant Minister for Universities 
and Shadow Assistant Minister 
for Equality; Tony Mullen, former 
General Secretary of the State 
Schools Teachers Union, SSTU 
and Aaron Beardsell, student 
activist and CPA youth leader.

All speakers took issue with 
the current state of education and 
the ongoing privatisation under the 
Coalition government; the user pays 
model of education.

Successive governments have 
undermined access to education at 
all levels. Expensive early educa-
tion, primary, secondary and tertiary 
education make it a privilege rather 
than a right for all. In recent years a 
large proportion of the public educa-
tion budget has been diverted to pri-
vate schools leaving the public sector 
struggling.

Class sizes are not decreas-
ing, violence and security towards 
teaching staff has risen adding to the 
already enormous pressure of work-
ing long hours often on short con-
tracts with little or no job security.

It is the time for the process of 
privatisation to be reversed. The 
HECS system doesn’t work and 
has created a new class of indebted 
unemployed young professionals 
who end their studies to fi nd them-
selves unable to achieve job security.

The Communist Party of 
Australia supports an education 
system which promotes collective 
and democratic values, cooperation 
not individualism, equality not dis-
crimination, multiculturalism not 

racism, and the ideals of peace and 
progress.

The guiding principle and aim 
of the education system must be 
the provision of free, universal and 
secular public education for all chil-
dren from pre-school right through 
to post-secondary, to produce a 
highly educated and cultured soci-
ety. Education involves much more 
than passing numeracy and literacy 
tests. It is about the full development 
of human potential, equipping people 
for life as well as preparing them for 
further studies or work.

Education is a basic human 
right not a privilege for those who 
can afford it. Australia has suffi cient 
wealth to provide every child with 
a quality education. This applies to 
all levels including lifelong access 
to education for example the re-
education of workers who may be 
attempting to upgrade, develop new 
skills or transition from old technolo-
gies to emerging technologies. The 
CPA puts forward following policy 
measures:
• Increased funding for teaching 

and non-teaching staff, for the 

building and maintenance of 
classrooms and other school 
facilities, and the purchase of 
resources.

• Phasing out of state aid to non-
government schools.

• Removal of the MySchool 
website.

• All teaching and non-teaching 
staff employed centrally by 
education departments on a 
permanent basis for ongoing 
work. The education system needs 
democratisation not privatisation.

• No voucher system, the CPA 
believes there is no place for 
class-based choice or competition 
in education.

• The CPA calls for the abolition 
of fees in public educational 
institutions at all levels. Public 
education and apprenticeship 
programs must be properly 
funded and subsidies to private 
institutions phased out.

• Universal student unionism 
and former student services 
restored, in particular, subsidised 
childcare. 

Vinnie Molina

Cuba for the 27th consecutive 
time has won the support of 189 
countries who believe the US 
blockade is illegal and inhumane 
and must be lifted. The only two 
countries voting in favour of the 
blockade were the United States 
and Israel.

The US attempted to disrupt and 
divide the vote with a tactic of intro-
ducing eight paragraphs of amend-
ments that had to be debated creating 
a delay in the vote. The move didn’t 

work for the Trump Administration 
and the result was a resounding vic-
tory for Cuba.

Solidarity groups all over the 
world demanded the lifting of the US 
blockade in front of US Embassies 
and Consulates. In Perth the 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society 
and supporters demanded the end of 
the US blockade outside the US con-
sulate on Adelaide Terrace, attract-
ing the attention of the Australian 
Federal Police. One AFP officer 
took a leafl et telling the society they 
would pass it onto the US Consul.

The presence of a couple of 
car loads of AFP drew the atten-
tion of passers-by who approached 
the group for information and took 
leafl ets. They were able to listen to 
the speakers and read leafl ets giving 
information about the over US$900 
billion of damage Cuba has sustained 
from a blockade overwhelmingly 
rejected by the world. The call went 
out to End the Blockade.

Down with the US blockade!
Long live Socialist Cuba! 
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Peter Mac

The recent public storm over the 
Sydney Opera House revealed 
many things, including the 
astounding arrogance of right-
wing radio presenter Alan Jones, 
who verbally attacked Opera 
House director Louise Herron 
for refusing to accept use of the 
building to publicise the Everest 
horse race. Two of Jones’ business 
partners are owners of horses that 
were in the race.

During the shocking interview 
Jones demanded to know who Ms 
Herron thought she was and declared 
the Opera House wasn’t hers, but 
“ours”. He threatened to ring the 
NSW Premier to have her sacked, 
arguing that the race was a big tourist 
attraction and would be good for the 
state economy, and that anyone who 
opposed its promotion was in effect 
acting against the public interest.

The subservience of the NSW 
coalition government was revealed 
when the state Premier ordered Ms 
Herron to proceed with the adver-
tising plan which involved project-
ing images associated with the event 
onto the building’s sails.

The response also showed the 
tremendous latent power of public 
opinion. The on-line petition pro-
testing against the advertising 
proposal had more than 300,000 
signatures by the time of the event, 
and there were so many protest-
ers intent on disrupting it by shin-
ing torches onto the sails that they 
could barely fit onto the Opera 
House concourse.

An event which was supposed to 
rake in hundreds of millions in prof-
its had instead become an object of 
public hatred. Its promoters, Racing 
NSW, nervously announced shortly 
afterwards that it would abandon 
any future plans for using the Opera 
House for advertising.

But the battle revealed many 
more issues other than whether the 

Opera House should be used to 
advertise a horse race.

Privatising public 
space

The Australian Institute of 
Architects denounced the commer-
cial exploitation of “one of the great-
est buildings of the 20th Century”. 
One of the Everest promoters 
attempted to excuse the Opera House 
fiasco by declaring that the only 
reason they wanted the building was 
because they originally opted for 
the Harbour Bridge, but it wasn’t 
available!

The Opera House and the Bridge 
are Sydney’s most iconic structures 
and are internationally famous. But 
to Racing NSW and other sport-
ing organisations the cultural 

signifi cance of those places doesn’t 
entitle them to dignity and respect, 
it just constitutes a great business 
opportunity.

Prime Minister Morrison agrees 
with them. He described the Opera 
House as “Sydney’s biggest bill-
board” and opposition to the screen-
ing proposal as “precious” and 
“unctuous”. He added “I can’t work 
out what all the fuss is about”.

The NSW coalition government, 
which is absolutely aligned with the 
interests of big business, takes such 
matters one step further. It treats 
some culturally signifi cant institu-
tions, like the Ultimo Powerhouse 
Museum building, as commodities 
which should be in the hands of the 
private sector.

Some opponents of the Opera 
House proposal pointed out that 
other comparable institutions such 
as Covent Garden and La Scala in 
Milan are not used – or abused – in 
that way.

Yet 13 years ago the Trevi foun-
tain in Rome was used as an adver-
tising space for Vodaphone mobile 
phones, and commercial advertis-
ing is now invading cities all over 
the world. In Australia the corporate 
world would dearly love to overturn 
the prohibition of advertising on the 
ABC.

Kurt Iveson, associate profes-
sor of urban geography at Sydney 
University commented that adver-
tising appears not just on billboards 
but also on “bus stops, newsstands, 
street signs, houses, buses, trains, 
trams, electricity poles, train station 
platforms, the back of toilet doors, 
escalators, in lifts, stencilled onto 
footpaths ... ”.

Iveson notes that the revenue 
coming from outdoor advertising 
weakens the commitment of gov-
ernments to serve the interest of 
the public rather than the private 
sector.

He said: “It’s imperative that 
we fi gure out how to recapture our 
public realm for the public good 
before it’s too late. We must not only 
defend the sails of the Opera House 
against this corporate incursion. We 
must start insisting our public realm 
is publicly funded for the public 
good and demand that politicians 
place limits on the amount of space 
set aside for advertising in our urban 
environments.”

The gambling 
epidemic

Horse racing is dominated by 
the parasitic gambling industry. 
Advertising proponents claim that 
a precedent for the Everest/Opera 
House deal has already been set 
by use of the building to promote 
cricket and football matches. But 
those events should also be the sub-
ject of Opera House advertising pro-
hibitions. Sport is now really big 
business, and gambling is rife in all 
major sporting codes.

Ads for Beteasy, Ladbrokes and 
Sportsbet now infest commercial TV 
broadcasts made before major sport-
ing matches. Last year horse racing 
gambling losses jumped 6.9 percent 
to a massive $3.31 billion, a national 
record. Jones supports registered 
clubs, and poker machines in clubs 
and casinos cost Australian families 
$14 billion last year.

The NSW government is about 

to sign a four-year agreement with 
Clubs NSW, which Tim Costello, 
director of the Alliance for Gambling 
Reform, describes as “a ruthless lob-
bying machine dedicated to pro-
tecting its billion a year in pokies 
revenue.” The agreement is likely to 
grant clubs low poker machine taxes, 
no limits to poker machine numbers, 
machines that accept $7,000 in cash 
at one time and exemptions to smok-
ing bans in gambling areas.

Sydney’s Daily Telegraph and 
other organs of the Murdoch media 
empire campaigned in support of 
the Opera House proposal. That 
empire profi ted by about $2 billion 
when it sold its UK gambling fi rm 
Sky Betting and Gaming. Murdoch 
newspapers and pay TV firms 
receive more gambling revenue than 
any other media group in Australia, 
and the betting comparison sites 
Punters.com.au and Odds.com.au are 
Murdoch outfi ts.

And Alan Jones is employed by 
Murdoch broadcaster Sky.

Some Victorian sporting clubs 
are dumping their poker machine 
licences. Gambling advertising 
should also be dumped, as it has been 
in Italy. Gambling should be severely 
restricted and poker machines and 
gambling areas in pubs and clubs 
should be labelled with information 
about gambling’s shockingly harm-
ful effects.

But to do that we would really 
have to look beyond the current 
major parties and elect a strong 
coalition with steel-like determina-
tion. It’s not worth gambling on our 
future. 

Australia

From the Archives The Socialist, January 1980

Opera House eruption

Power of the gambling lobby

The Lebanese Communist Party – Sydney Branch
Invites You to itsInvites You to its

ANNUAL DINNER
Celebrate the 94th Anniversary of the Lebanese Party’s Foundation

7:30 pm for 8:00 pm start Saturday November 10
Candlelight Reception 17 South Terrace Punch Bowl

$75 pp – incl Mezza, Dinner, Soft Drinks, Beer and Wine – Full entertainment program provided
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The Maritime Union has strengthened 
its relationship with the Australian 
Workers’ Union with the joint signing 
of a new offshore alliance to determine 
union coverage in Western Australia’s 
booming offshore gas industry.

The new Offshore Alliance document 
updates the 2003 agreement – signed by 
MUA National Secretary Paddy Crumlin 
and then AWU leaders Bill Ludwig and 
Bill Shorten – that aimed to ensure there 
were no demarcation disputes between 
the two unions.

Construction Forestry Maritime 
Mining and Energy Union MUA Division 
deputy national secretary Will Tracey 
said the alliance was being forged at a 
critical time.

Tracey said the fl oating processing 
ship, Prelude, was about to come online 
and the AWU and MUA were having the 
normal union discussions around which 
union covered which workers.

“Instead of following the old frame-
work, this time we saw the opportunity 
to work together to organise the indus-
try through an Offshore Alliance,” Tracey 
said.

“This alliance will see Australia’s 
two biggest blue-collar unions working 
together to organise all workers in the 
offshore industry.

“By working together and pooling 
our resources we have a real opportunity 
to do what we couldn’t do by ourselves.

With over 40 platforms, plants and 
offtake tankers operating in WA, and 
some 20,000 employees in the oil and 

gas sector, both unions said they have a 
responsibility to ensure workers get a fair 
deal from the resource companies.

Both unions have each supplied 
an organiser to work full-time on the 
Offshore Alliance.

The Offshore Alliance will have a 
single application form with workers 
effectively becoming members of both 
unions, which would split the member-
ship fees.

“The Offshore Alliance will enable 
our unions to work cooperatively to 
organise offshore workers and be a pow-
erful voice for workers’ rights,” Tracey 
said.

“Members in WA’s offshore gas 
sector will get access to the resources and 
benefi ts of both unions.”

AWU national secretary Daniel 
Walton said the time was right for the 
historic alliance as Western Australia 
accounts for more than 75 percent of 
Australia’s – and 15 percent of the 
world’s – liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) 
exports.

“The AWU and the Maritime 
Division of the CFMMEU have been 
trying to organise the offshore industry 
for two decades,” Walton said. “But due 
to a range of unique challenges in the 
sector, our unions have traditionally had 
mixed levels of success.

“The large resource companies have 
had some success in playing unions off 
against each other. I am confi dent the 
Alliance will put an end to this and allow 
offshore workers to organise.” 

Australia

Airservices Australia 
staff strike

Indefi nite strike

Labour hire arrives at Medicare

Community and Public Sector 
Union members working at 
Airservices Australia last week 
launched a full-day strike in their 
continuing fi ght for fair pay and 
working conditions.

The strike by CPSU members 
who work in critical support and 
administration roles at Airservices 
continued throughout Wednesday, 
with air traffic controller trainers 
who are members of Civil Air also 
launching a 24-hour stoppage on 
Wednesday.

Last week’s strike was an escala-
tion on more limited industrial action 
taken by CPSU members during 
October. Professionals Australia and 
Electrical Trade Union members 
working at Airservices will also be 
taking industrial action this week.

CPSU deputy national president 
Lisa Newman said: “Airservices 
Australia management are pursuing 
an aggressive and completely unac-
ceptable attack on the rights and 

conditions of critical support staff, 
leaving our members with no choice 
but to launch this strike. We expect 
this action to cause considerable 
disruption for management, though 
we have offered safety exemptions 
around critical system failures.”

“The blame for any public dis-
ruption caused by this strike lies 
squarely with Airservices manage-
ment. We have been offering right 
up until the end of last week to sus-
pend this strike if Airservices nego-
tiators would improve their position, 
but they’ve fl atly refused.”

“Our members want to be treated 
fairly but instead are being treated 
like second-class citizens when com-
pared to what Airservices is offering 
air traffi c controllers and fi refi ghters, 
and this double-standard approach 
has to stop. Support staff deserve the 
same job security and other rights, 
and to get the same pay rises at 
the same time as other Airservices 
workers.

“Airservices workers haven’t 
had a pay rise in more than a year, 
yet they are being expected to agree 
to a low pay offer in exchange for 
unreasonable cuts. Airservices man-
agement needs to show its workers 
that they are respected by negotiating 
an outcome that refl ects the value of 
their hard work. If we cannot settle 
on a fair agreement we will have no 
choice but to take further industrial 
action, which would be regrettable.

“The Abbott/Turnbull/Morrison 
government’s harsh and unreasona-
ble public sector bargaining policy 
continues to be a roadblock when it 
comes to fair outcomes and much 
needed wages growth in Airservices 
and other Commonwealth agen-
cies. It’s time for the government to 
abandon its ideologically motivated 
attack on workers and instead fairly 
reward and recognise the work of our 
members in this critically important 
agency.” 

Mobile crane workers in 
Newcastle, Singleton, and 
Wollongong who have not had 
a pay increase in more than fi ve 
years, have launched an indefi -
nite strike after the breakdown in 
talks with their employers. More 
than 100 members at Boom 
Logistics and WGC Group have 
taken strike action because of 
the companies’ failure to offer a 
fair pay deal despite months of 
negotiations.

Each company is seeking to 
divide and conquer its workforce 
by offering variable rates and con-
ditions. The workers want to be 
treated equally.

EBA negotiations have stalled 
in both cases because the companies 
are refusing to treat workers fairly. 
No doubt the companies will try and 
starve out their employees.

Despite the pressure the 

CFMEU members are standing 
strong. Workers at Boom are fi ght-
ing for a fair pay rise after six years. 
They copped a wage increase freeze 
to help the company out of a diffi -
cult fi nancial period, and have been 
waiting ever since.

WGC Cranes, once a family 
owned company that looked after 
its workforce, is now part of the 
Berkshire Hathaway Group owned 
by the third richest man in the world 
Warren Buffet. Its Australian parent 
company Freo Cranes has made it 
a mission to smash mobile crane 
sector wages and conditions.

These workers and the CFMEU 
are not going to let them. Enough is 
enough.

The CFMEU in NSW will sup-
port these workers in their fi ght for 
as long as it takes. We are collecting 
funds to support these workers and 
their families in their fi ght. 

The Community and Public Sector Union 
(CPSU) says privately employed labour 
hire workers are to be used in Medicare 
for the fi rst time, setting a dangerous prec-
edent for critical services and putting qual-
ity, permanent jobs in the agency at risk.

The union has become aware that the 
Department of Human Services has engaged a 
private company to provide at least 12 labour 
hire workers from this week in Hobart, and 
is urgently seeking details of what Medicare 
work they will be doing.

DHS has been ramping up its use of 
labour hire in Centrelink but until now has 
avoided using such arrangements in Medicare 
or Child Support.

CPSU deputy secretary Melissa 
Donnelly said: “It may only be a handful 
of labour hire workers in Hobart right now, 
but this decision is setting a very danger-
ous precedent and taking Medicare down the 
same path the department has already taken 
with Centrelink. Corporations should have 
no place in handling our sensitive Medicare 
records.

“This continues the Coalition govern-
ment’s long record of selling out on essen-
tial public services, putting corporate profi ts 
before ordinary Australians who rely on 
Medicare to support their health and well-
being. The Liberal Party has insisted it will 
never sell off Medicare, but is more than 

happy to farm out the agency’s work to the 
private sector.”

Labour hire causes serious problems for 
the quality and reliability of service deliv-
ery, including putting sensitive medical 
information at risk. It also means the work-
ers involved are paid less, receive signifi -
cantly less training and support and work 
under inferior conditions with little or no job 
security.

The labour hire workers in Hobart won’t 
just be being paid signifi cantly less than per-
manent staff on modest wages doing the same 
work, but they’re even being kept separate 
from the rest of the Medicare team in Hobart 
at a completely separate work site. That 

makes it even less likely that they’ll be able 
to pick up the kind of skills and experience 
needed to do their jobs properly.

“This government has slashed thou-
sands of permanent jobs from DHS and has 
since used the damage that’s caused to serv-
ice standards as an excuse to put more and 
more of the department’s critical work in the 
hands of profi t-hungry corporations,” warned 
Donnelly.

“These labour hire workers in Hobart 
should be given permanent jobs directly with 
the department, and the decent training, pay 
and conditions that goes with that.” 

MUA-AWU’s Offshore Alliance

Find out more www.cpa.org.au
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Wayne Sonter

James F Jeffrey, the US State Department’s 
Special Representative for Syria 
Engagement recently declared (October 30) 
that, “...we [United States] are not going to 
put this country [Syria] back together, and 
we are going to do everything we can, and 
that’s a lot, to ensure nobody else does”.

He was speaking to a small group of 
journalists in Brussels as he made a tour of 
European capitals to discuss the stage of play 
in and around Syria following a summit in 
Istanbul that called for a ceasefi re and steps to 
a lasting peace.

The leaders of France, Germany, Russia 
and Turkey were present at the summit, which 
the United States did not attend. Jeffrey was 
following up with the EU/NATO leaders in an 
effort “to exploit the summit’s results”.

The balance sheet at this stage of the war 
on Syria, as far as Jeffrey is concerned, is that 
while Syrian government forces control 60 
percent of the country’s territory and half its 
population, they don’t control any of the oil or 
gas fi elds, which are located in the other half 
of Syria, and this is the territory that United 
States, Turkey and US “allies” hold.

Jeffrey’s comments and others in similar 
vein from the US Administration, allow us to 
more soberly assess at what stage the war on 
Syria has arrived.

This is important because:
• The war from the beginning has been 

covered in a confection of lies by western 
media and politicians of all political 
persuasions. This has served to neuter 
popular opposition to the war, to the point 
where even signifi cant elements of the left 
have effectively condoned the war;

• On the other hand, the minority that 
has expressed opposition to the war has 
become complacent, feeling that Russia’s 
intervention has enabled, or guaranteed that 
Syria has the war won.

However, Syria was always more than just 
a target of US imperialism in its own right – it 
was also seen as:

• Part of a belt of Iranian infl uence in the 
Middle East, so regarded as a stepping 
stone to Iran, or a link which, if taken out, 
disrupts Iran’s ability to project power; and

• One of the “old” Soviet allies (along with 
Iraq, Libya and others) so entitled to be 
“mopped up” by the US in the course of its 
realignment and reconsolidation of power 
in the Middle East to suit its imperial 
interests.

While Iran is seen as a US target in its 
own right – because its people overthrew a US 
puppet regime, which the US wants to avenge; 
and because its ruling Shia theocracy chal-
lenges Saudi hegemony in the Islamic world, 
which must be quelled – Iran too, is a key link 
which, if brought back under US hegemony, 
will:
• Strengthen USA’s hold over the middle east 

(in conjunction with its satrapies, Israel and 
Saudi Arabia);

• Tighten the US noose around Russia, whose 
subjugation and dismemberment is one of 
USA’s longstanding and key “existential” 
strategic global objectives; and (of 
increasing importance)

• Help spike any extension of the Chinese 
economic domain through central Asia 
to the Middle East and Europe. Note 
that China is already offering post-war 
economic aid and cooperation to Syria; 
and the extension of China’s Belt Road 
Initiative also offers considerable economic 
opportunity to the broad region.

So, with the failure of all that has gone 
before in the US War on Syria (other than 
the infl icting on Syria of massive destruction, 
death and dislocation, which serves US com-
mercial and strategic interests anyway), the 
USA, given its strategic objectives have so far 
been thwarted (but do not just go away because 
of that) is getting ready to settle in for the long 
haul.

This will include the United States, with 
its “allies”:
• Enhancing its siege and war of attrition 

operations and provocations against Syria 
(via proxies, but with increasingly open 

involvement of US, French, UK, Israeli and 
other ‘allied’ forces); along with

• “Consolidation” of US-directed control, 
governance and exploitation of those parts 
of Syria excised from Syrian control – 
up to the point of setting up one or more 
sovereign states. (Including “upgrading” 
the status of Israel’s occupation of Syria’s 
Golan Heights, now it is playing a more 
overt and active role in the war.)

This is USA’s “middle game”. In view of 
this, the middle game will give way to the end 
game only when:
• The siege and war of attrition against Syria 

leads to the eventual collapse of the Syrian 
state and surrender of its people; or

• The war against Syria is subsumed into a 
larger regional war, in which it becomes 
a mere theatre, or a world war involving 
nuclear powers (Russia, USA, Israel), 
where it becomes part of a worldwide 
human catastrophe

The only other possibility is a revolu-
tionary one – the powers instigating and par-
ticipating in this war will, themselves, cause 
widespread revolt among their own popula-
tions and render themselves incapable of fur-
ther prosecuting this war, while they deal with 
matters at home.

Reaching this point however, will likely 
mean we have arrived at a point of widespread 
revolt, chaos and revolution in the imperialisti-
cally linked countries and witnessing the col-
lapse of the US empire abroad.

Reaching this point may, at this stage seem 
fantastic, yet it is not only possible but becom-
ing an increasingly urgent need, within con-
text of the broader crisis – social, economic, 
political and above all ecological – that human-
ity has arrived at under global monopoly cap-
italism, where our very existence is under 
threat. 

Australia

The next stage of 
the US war on Syria

NRMA and Manly Fast Ferry

Since 2015 Manly Fast Ferry 
management have deliberately 
forced their workers to accept 
below minim conditions and 
robbed them of their rightful pay 
rates.

Earlier this year NRMA became 
the owner of the Manly Fast Ferry. 
This was the perfect opportunity for 
the NRMA to turn a new leaf, and 
right past wrongs.

Sadly, the NRMA decided to 
continue with the previous unfair 
and unjust system. All entreaties to 
the management of the company 
were turned down with scarcely a 
backward look. This was too much 

for the MUA – the legendary union 
for Maritime workers to take so a 
rally was called to picket the NRMA 
AGM on Friday November 2.

The upmarket Novotel Hotel at 
the Olympic Park was the site of the 
AGM for the shareholders of NRMA 
to attend in pleasant surroundings 
while they paid their workers “pea-
nuts!” said MUA’s Paul McAleer. 
How can they meet in such surround-
ings “because they rob their workers’ 
wages!”.

Coming so soon after the 
“Change the Rules” rallies around 
the country it brought home to all 
those around just how bad the system 

is weighted towards the Corporations 
and against the workers.

NSW Police arrived in force and 
had equal numbers to the demonstra-
tors. Members of the black shirted 
TRG were present all to protect the 
NRMA shareholders from hearing of 
the complaints of their workers. The 
MUA leadership was able to stare 
down the police with the help of the 
assembled workers and supporters.

This was a militant first step 
in righting the wrongs imposed 
on Ferry workers in our glorious 
harbour. 

Melbourne
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With ever more gruesome details emerging 
about the slaying and dismemberment of 
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi, fi ngers 
of blame are pointing squarely at Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman.

This is a huge problem for Israel and its 
lobby who see the Saudi de facto ruler – com-
monly referred to in English-language media 
by his initials MBS – as their key regional ally.

Until the October 2 killing in Istanbul, the 
Saudi autocrat had been feted by European 
royalty, American politicians and pundits, and 
Silicon Valley billionaires.

But following the Khashoggi killing, many 
are running for cover, especially one of the 
Saudi crown prince’s most egregious cheer-
leaders, New York Times columnist Thomas 
Friedman.

Friedman and company had been market-
ing MBS as a “reformer.”

Israel lobby stalwart and long-time US 
“peace process” steward Dennis Ross even 
dubbed the prince “a Saudi revolutionary.”

This was all in keeping with a tradition – 
which as Georgetown University in Qatar pro-
fessor Abdullah Al-Arian documented goes 
back decades – of US elites greeting every new 
Saudi ruler as a “reformer.”

This ruse operates as cover and justifi -
cation for a deep US alliance with a regime 
whose brutality and abuses have always gone 
unchecked.

But the ruse can only work if the Saudis 
keep their side of the bargain, by refraining 
from actions that fall outside the elite consen-
sus of acceptable and marketable behaviour.

Killing thousands of children in Yemen and 
starving millions more, beheading dozens of 
people each year and funding jihadist groups to 
sow chaos across the region can all be tolerated 
by the US and Europe, because such atrocities 
are seen as necessary to keep the Saudi regime 
in power, or essential to implement Western 
“foreign policy.”

Murdering and dismembering a 
Washington Post columnist inside a Saudi dip-
lomatic mission, however, just goes too far and 
hits too close to home.

“Now, as Saudi Arabia struggles to rebut 
accusations that Crown Prince Mohammad was 
complicit in the grisly killing of a Saudi dissi-
dent, Israel, the United Arab Emirates and the 
prince’s other allies across the region are start-
ing to worry that damage to him could upend 
their own plans and priorities,” The New York 
Times acknowledged.

“Kid gloves”
But amid the howls of outrage, there are 

still quite a few voices cautioning against 
being too hard on MBS, because of his value 
to Israel.

As BuzzFeed noted on October 18, Israel, 
Saudi Arabia’s “unoffi cial ally,” has remained 
“noticeably quiet” about Khashoggi’s killing.

The Israelis are “in a very diffi cult posi-
tion,” Dan Shapiro, President Barack Obama’s 
ambassador to Israel, told the publication. 
“They count very much on Saudi Arabia,” 
which is “central to their strategic concept of 
the region.”

Indeed, Israel and Saudi Arabia are staunch 
allies, sharing an enmity towards Iran.

The Saudi crown prince’s pro-Israel lean-
ings and attacks on the Palestinians last spring 
greatly boosted his stock with Israel and its 
lobby.

But a Saudi Arabia weakened as a result 
of the Khashoggi affair would “undermine 
Arab cover provided by the kingdom for 
[President Donald] Trump’s efforts to impose 
a settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict 
that would favour Israel at the expense of the 

Palestinians,” James Dorsey, of Israel’s Begin-
Sadat Centre for Strategic Studies, warned in a 
commentary.

Given what Israel hopes to gain from its 
relationship with Saudi Arabia, some are argu-
ing that it should stand by the Saudi crown 
prince no matter what.

Haaretz commentator Tzvia Greenfi eld 
counselled that even if MBS ordered the 
murder of Khashoggi, “it’s necessary to treat 
the suspect with kid gloves.”

“For 50 years we’ve prayed for a key Arab 
leader who agrees to sign a signifi cant pact 
with Israel. Such a leader has fi nally arrived,” 
Greenfi eld stated, adding that calls to remove 
MBS “are destructive.”

“Quiet diplomacy”
That view is shared by Israeli political 

and military elites, according to The Times of 
Israel, which noted that Israeli offi cials are 
likely engaged in “quiet diplomacy” in support 
of Saudi Arabia.

“Israel’s knowledge of the Middle East is 
highly respected in large parts of the world, 
including in Europe, and therefore Israeli 
warnings of the impact of moving away from 
Saudi Arabia are very important,” Dore Gold, 
former director-general of Israel’s foreign min-
istry, told The Times of Israel.

But Gold cautioned that such work should 
be done behind the scenes, according to the 
publication.

Martin Indyk, another long-time US “peace 
process” diplomat who launched his career 
from a think tank founded by the Israel lobby 
group AIPAC, has also gone into damage con-
trol mode on behalf of the Saudis.

Indyk told Bloomberg television that the 
Saudis should try to change the subject from 
Khashoggi.

Given that the US has made Saudi Arabia 
a “pillar” of its anti-Iran strategy, Indyk said, 

“we have to fi nd a way to get the Saudi leader-
ship, particularly Mohammad bin Salman, the 
crown prince, to take an active role, not only in 
terms of saying there will be a thorough, trans-
parent investigation – we should aim for that, 
we’re not going to get it – but also in terms 
of switching the channel, in making the focus 
something positive.”

Indyk suggested that MBS could announce 
“getting out of Yemen,” or releasing some 
female political prisoners as a way to change 
the subject.

MBS needs to “do something to double 
down on his positive reform agenda to make 
it clear that there’s a reason to be supporting 
him,” Indyk urged.

In other words, Indyk is hoping that the 
old rules can quickly be restored: where Saudi 
leaders pretend to be “reformers,” and US 
elites pretend to believe them, and that this 
would rescue MBS.

Josh Block, the head of another lobby 
group, The Israel Project, took to Twitter to 
call Khashoggi “a radical Islamist terrorist 
ally who was close to Osama bin Laden, ISIS, 
Hamas and wanted to overthrow the Saudi 
ruling royals, who oppose both the Sunni ter-
rorists, sponsored by Turkey and Qatar, as well 
as Iran’s Shia terrorist armies and allies.”

Without going as far as openly defending 
the killing of Khashoggi, Block nonetheless 
minimised it by claiming that the columnist 
was a “bad guy probably killed by bad guys.”

In other words, there’s nothing to see 
here.

Block also echoed Riyadh’s crude prop-
aganda that the press reports detailing 
Khashoggi’s killing were part of a plot spon-
sored by powers hostile to Saudi Arabia, which 
he characterised as one of several “Western-
oriented Arab regimes.”

AbuKhalil told The Electronic Intifada 
that the aggressive mobilisation refl ects the 

elevated status of the Saudi lobby as a result of 
its alliance with Israel.

“Until this decade, lobbying for Saudi 
Arabia has been an American affair largely 
relying on oil companies, arms manufac-
turers and former politicians,” AbuKhalil 
explained.

But in the last 10 years, groups including 
SAPRAC and the Arabia Foundation “came 
along at a time when there was more accept-
ance of lobbying with a Saudi face, and this 
is part of the crowning of the Saudi-Israeli 
alliance.”

“Arab lobbying in Washington, DC, 
cannot occur without the blessing of the Israel 
lobby, and this is true of the Qatari lobby, the 
Lebanese lobby, the Egyptian lobby and the 
Saudi lobby,” AbuKhalil said.

Can all this effort save MBS from the 
storm over Khashoggi?

“The Israel lobby is really nervous,” 
AbuKhalil said. “The Israel lobby wants to 
save that prince so badly, but there is so much 
outrage in US media and in Congress.”

AbuKhalil thinks much of the advocacy 
for MBS is being done behind the scenes. 
Nonetheless, he sees the Saudi crown prince 
as solidly entrenched internally, with little 
chance of being overthrown by a royal family 
whose infl uential members the crown prince 
has totally sidelined.

“The only way it’s going to happen is if 
the US decides to get rid of him,” AbuKhalil 
said. “The Israelis don’t want to abandon him 
either, and so his best bet is to get even closer 
to Israel.

“That’s why I predict [MBS] may go 
to the Knesset next year,” AbuKhalil said, a 
reference to former Egyptian ruler Anwar 
Sadat’s dramatic 1977 trip to the Israeli parlia-
ment in Jerusalem that cemented Egypt in the 
US-Israeli camp.
The Electronic Intifada 

Magazine

Israel lobby wants 
Saudis to get away with 
Khashoggi murder

Amid the howls of outrage, there are still quite a few voices cautioning against being too hard on Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, because of 

his value to Israel. 
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The European Parliament asked on 
October 25 for an immediate embargo 
on the sale of weapons to Saudi Arabia, 
hence sanctioning the Kingdom of rogue 
Saudi Arabia which is joining the United 
States and Israel as the main purveyor 
of crime throughout the Middle East and 
the world. France still said they will apply 
sanctions only if it is proven that Riyadh 
was indeed involved in the killing of the 
controversial Saudi journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi. Madame Merkel at least days 
ago said that Germany would no longer 
supply the Saudis with arms – as a result 
of the heinous crime committed on Jamal 
Khashoggi.

No doubt, it was a horrible murder that 
took place in the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul, 
with Jamal Khashoggi’s body possibly sawed 
to pieces, and according to latest accounts, 
buried in the Consulate’s backyard. And all that 
now admitted, executed by order of Riyadh. To 
soften the blow, for business purposes, some 
European countries would like to argue that it 
may not have been a premeditated assassina-
tion, but possibly a mortal “accident”, which 
would of course change the premise and lessen 
the punishment – and weapon sales could con-
tinue. It’s all business anyway.

Europe has no morals, no ethics, no noth-
ing. Europe, represented by Brussels, and 
in Brussels by the non-elected European 
Commission (EC), for all practical purposes 
is a mere nest of worms, or translated into 
humans, a nest of white-collar criminals, poli-
ticians and business people. There are some 
exceptions within the population and fortu-
nately their pool of “awakened” is growing.

Even Switzerland, a neutral country 
according to her Constitution, not a member 
of the EU, but a staunch adherent to the (non-) 
European Union through more than 110 bi-and 
multilateral contracts, it has been revealed is 
assisting in Saudi Arabia converting the Swiss 
built (civilian) Pilatus helicopter into a fero-
cious war machine. Pilatus has always had that 
reputation of its controversial convertibility 

and was particularly known within Switzerland 
for that reason – but now, they surpass the 
limit of the tolerable, by helping the crimi-
nal and warmonger Saudis to mount a fl ying 
war machine in their, the Saudi’s, country – 
totally against Swiss law and against the Swiss 
Constitution, but fully tolerated by the Swiss 
government.

Back to the real issue: It took the horren-
dous murder of a famous Saudi-critical and 
Saudi-national journalist, for the Europeans to 
react – and that, mind you, grudgingly. They’d 
rather follow Donald Trump’s line, why lose 
110 billion dollars-worth of arms sales to the 
Saudis, for the murder of a journalist. After all, 
business is business. Everything else is a farce.

For three and half years, the Saudi’s 
have waged a horrendous war on Yemen. 
They have slaughtered tens of thousands of 
Yemenis – according to the UN Human Rights 
Commission more than 50,000 children died by 
Saudi air raids with UK supplied bombs, and 
US supplied war planes – through lack of sani-
tation and drinking water induced diseases, like 
cholera – and an even worse crime, through 
extreme famine, the worst famine in recent 
history – as per UNICEF/WHO – imposed by 
force, as the Saudi’s with the consent of the 
European allies closed down all ports of entry, 
including the most important Red Sea Port of 
Hodeida.

The European, along with the US, have 
been more than complicit in this crime against 
humanity – in these horrendous war crimes. 
Imagine one day a Nuremberg-type Court 
against war crimes committed in the last 70 
years, not one of the western leaders, still 
alive, would be spared. That’s what we – in the 
west – have become. A nest of war criminals – 
war criminals for sheer greed. They invented 
a neo-liberal, everything goes market doctrine 
system, where no rules no ethics no morals 
count – just money, profi t and more profi t. Any 
method of maximizing profi t – war and war 
industry – is good and accepted. And the west 
with its fi at money made of hot air, is impos-
ing this nefarious, destructive system every-
where, by force and regime change if voluntary 
acceptance is not in the cards.

And we, the people, have become com-
plicit in it, as we are living in luxury and com-
fort, and couldn’t care less what our leaders are 
doing to the rest of the world, to the so-called 
lesser humans, who live in squalor as refugees, 
their homes and towns destroyed, bombed to 
ashes, no schools, no hospitals, and to a large 
extent no food – yes about 70 million-plus ref-
ugees are everyday on the move, most of them 
from the west-destroyed Middle-East. Why 
should we worry? We live well. To the con-
trary, these refugees they could steal our jobs. 
Let them not invade our luxury havens. Rather 
keep bombing their countries into rubble.

Yemen, strategically highly sought-for, 
should, of course, not be governed by the 
Houthis, a socialist-leaning group of revo-
lutionary Muslims which is part of the Shia 
Zaidi, a branch of the Shia Imamiya of Iran. 
They finally became sick and tired of the 
decades-long Washington manipulation of 
their government. And who better than the 
stooges of Saudi Arabia to do the dirty job 
for Washington? And, yes, they don’t have to 
do it alone. Weapons supplies come from all 
over Europe, mainly the UK, and France, also 
Spain, and for a while also from Germany – 
and well, neutral Switzerland.

No matter that tens of thousands of chil-
dren are killed, that according to the Human 
Rights Commission, up to 22 million Yemenis 
(out of about 30 million population), are in 
danger of severe famine, and that includes at 
least 8 million children – children who have 
for the most part no more access to schools, 
health services and food – an entire genera-
tion or more without education, a well-planned 
and premeditated gap in society, as is the case 
in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan. By killing and 
depriving children of basic needs, the west is 
creating a widening gap of educated people, 
of people that can and would otherwise fi ght 
for their countries, for their societies. But ... 
they are gone. That makes it so much easier for 
the west just to take over – their strategic posi-
tion, their natural resources and suck empty the 
social safety funds accumulated by their labour 
force.

Isn’t that a thought for the illustrious 

populace who live in western luxury, to lean 
back in their fauteuils and think about – What 
if, one day the tables are reversed – and we, 
the west would face justice? Is anybody in the 
west bold and realistic enough to see such a 
picture? And as we see these days – history is 
advancing in giant steps. It’s the 21stCentury. 
Artifi cial Intelligence (AI) has more than made 
inroads in our society. And what if those that 
we consider inferior and our enemies, are in 
fact a few steps ahead of us in AI science – and 
could reverse the picture rather rapidly?

And while we wonder why Saudi-
slaughtered Yemenis does not raise a fuss in 
the western media, but the Saudi killing of a 
journalist does, all-the-while our linear IMF 
provided projections increase western GDP by 
fantastic numbers by 2030, irrespective of the 
20 percent unemployment thanks to AI, that 
some predict – all these contradictory fi gures 
are unimportant, while we can make a kill-
ing from killing Yemeni children. But it takes 
the Khashoggi killing that might stop – if only 
temporarily, and if only we are lucky – the 
Saudi war machine. The population of Yemen 
is unimportant. Why?

Why does it take the assassination of a 
journalist – granted, a horrendous and grisly 
murder by his own country’s government – 
no matter how controversial Jamal Khashoggi 
was, he has been writing for our western MSM, 
for the truth tellers, such as the Washington 
Post and the NY Times. That may have helped 
making him more important than 50,000 
slaughtered and maimed Yemeni children – 
more important in the sense that only through 
his abject murder, the European – maybe – will 
react and “sanction” the Saudis.

But even that is not sure – as the 
Transatlantic Master Donald Trump, has 
many trumps up his sleeve, that he may offer 
or coerce the EU puppets into following his 
heinous example and spare Riyadh from any 
punishment, especially as far as weapons are 
concerned. After all it’s business. Dead chil-
dren are just that, dead Yemenis, a generation 
less to worry about.
globalresearch.ca 

Khashoggi versus 50,000 
slaughtered Yemeni children
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Jair Bolsonaro, a far-right 
candidate once considered an 
absurd apologist for the horrors 
of Brazil’s past military junta 
(1964-1985) came close to winning 
the presidency in an election on 
October 7. Garnering 46 percent 
of the vote, he almost prevented 
an end-of-October run off with 
Fernando Haddad, the candidate 
for the Worker’s Party.

“Let’s make Brazil Great! Let’s 
be proud of our homeland again!” 
has been his slogan.

Bolsonaro, an Army captain, 
has praised the use of torture during 
the years of the junta, only suggest-
ing that leftist critics of the regime 
should have been killed rather than 
simply maimed. He has threatened to 
rape female political enemies. He has 
openly sought to make the election 
a referendum on democracy itself, 
threatening free speech by attacks on 
the press, warnings about socialism, 
and a religious message that, though 
a conservative Catholic, has reso-
nated with Brazil’s large minority of 
evangelical Christians.

His reactionary message res-
onates for a variety of reasons. 
Economic doldrums in Brazil have 
caused general discontent and 
unemployment has climbed to 13 
million. Crime rates, for similar rea-
sons, resemble the American ‘70s 
and ‘80s when police departments 
across the country engaged in the 
counterproductive and counterin-
tuitive strategy of neglecting entire 
neighbourhoods in urban areas and 
then suddenly invaded those same 
communities with tactical assault 
teams. Bolsonaro has promised to 
fl ood the streets with fi rearms so the 
people can “defend their homes and 
families.”

Bolsonaro plays rhetorical 
games with the complex racial poli-
tics of Brazil, essentially using black 
Brazilians in the way Trump and 

Hungary’s Orbán have used Muslim 
immigrants, as the enemy.

The would-be strong man of 
Brazil is a latecomer to this right-
wing populist message, the same 
message that had created a cyclone 
of political change in the 1930s. 
Trump’s ascendance has had a ripple 
effect as he has moved to strengthen 
some of the world’s most repres-
sive regimes, with arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia (the nesting ground of 
Al-Qaeda and SIS) being only the 
most scurrilous example.

We see much the same in Europe 
where Victor Orbán has ruled as head 
of the Fidesz Party in Hungary since 
2010. In that time Orbán changed the 
constitution of the fragile Hungarian 
Republic in ways that make it almost 
impossible to unseat him. He’s cre-
ated a Fox News Channel-style of 
state television that shapes opinion 
of the nation’s ten million citizens 

while giving the appearance of offer-
ing just another free market option 
for information. Even the European 
Union, not known as the world’s 
foremost booster of democracy, has 
raised questions about whether or 
not he has so degraded democracy in 
his country that Hungary must face 
sanction. Orbán thrives off this since 
he insistently seeks to move, rhetor-
ically at least, the centre of gravity 
from Brussels to “Prague, Budapest, 
and Bucharest.”

Orbán has had a good year. 
During the summer, amid uproar 
over the American government’s 
malicious detention policy, the sepa-
ration of families, and the building of 
internment camps, Trump had a call 
with Orbán – the subject of which 
focused on the favourite topic of 
demagogues these days; closed bor-
ders, the horror of refugees, and the 
need for a homogenous state.

Seemingly energised, Orbán’s 
party dictated terms to the Hungarian 
parliament, closing every possible 
loophole for immigrants entering 
the country. In fact, Fidesz forced 
through legislation that Stephen 
Miller only ponders in his most 
expansive moments of villainy; it’s 
now illegal to provide aid for immi-
grants in Hungary. Aid here has been 
given a broad defi nition. You are in 
legal jeopardy if you simply provide 
information to asylum seekers.

Don’t be at all surprised if we 
see a similar measure introduced in 
the United States in a bid to crush 
sanctuary cities.

Other parts of Europe have 
recently moved in Orbán’s direction. 
Italy has formed a right-wing coa-
lition government under Giuseppe 
Conte, a former lawyer who has 
never previously held political offi ce. 
His anti-immigrant, anti-EU tone has 
been called populism when nativ-
ism makes much more sense. Not 
surprisingly, Italy became the one 
member of the G7 to take Trump’s 
part during the combative conference 
in May.

Meanwhile Orbán seems to 
have directly inserted himself into 
the recent election in Slovenia. In 
late May voting, the anti-immigrant 
Slovenian Democratic Party won a 
quarter of the vote, enough to create 
a coalition government. Various 
centre and left parties came in at 

around ten percent. Billionaire sup-
porters of Orbán largely control the 
Hungarian news services.

A political analysis of Orbán’s 
concentration of power in Hungary 
would show a familiar story of eco-
nomic dislocation and anxieties 
combined with the failure of leftist 
parties to unite behind a single candi-
date. Moreover, one of the dangerous 
aspects of most of post-Communist 
Eastern Europe has been the ease 
with which constitutions have been 
changed to suit governing parties 
(and the ruling classes that fund 
them).

Orbán’s support in Hungary and 
his largely successful bid to become 
a regional power has little to do 
with any real dislocations brought 
about by immigration. In fact, it’s 
long been what’s called a “tran-
sit country.” Immigrants, many of 
them from the Balkans or Russia, 
once passed through in relatively 
large numbers on their way to other 
EU states. Muslims, the focus of 
Orbán’s demagoguery, are a tiny 
part of the country’s population; 
there are about 5,000 Muslims in a 
population of ten million. Most claim 
“Hungarian” as their ethnicity. This 
has not prevented them from becom-
ing the focus of street violence and 
harassment.

I discovered on a trip to 
Budapest in the spring of 2018 that 
something older, and frightening, 
stands in the shadows behind these 
political and social realities. Hungary 
labours under the burden of its mem-
ories and what it has chosen to do 
with them.

Ghosts of the Reich
The inability of Hungary to face 

its own history plays a much greater 
role in the success of Fidesz than 
economic anxiety or simple preju-
dice. Orbán’s political stratagems are 
closely allied with Hungary’s current 
cultural history.

The politics of Budapest have 
made the ugly invasion of consumer-
ism all the more jarring. The golden 
arches in Budapest are a garish 
gravestone to the utopian sentiments 
of the 1990s, Francis Fukuyama and 
a chorus of free-marketers claiming 
“the end of history” in which neo-
liberal market economies would 
spontaneously bring democracy. 

Consumerism, open markets, and 
the monopolies and gangsterism 
that inevitably follow have come to 
Hungary. So has authoritarianism.

Neo-fascist politics, like the 
more familiar version of the 1930s, 
depends on historical memory 
wounded by a sense of griev-
ance. Most travellers in Central 
and Eastern Europe are aware of 
the “Museums of Communism” 
that have sprung up in the region’s 
major capitals. Less well known 
may be the role they play in creat-
ing nativist and nationalistic narra-
tives. Such public history sites, if 
they deserve the name, receive fund-
ing from sources with very specifi c 
conservative agendas. An American 
restaurateur started the “Museum of 
Communism” in Prague.

Orbán’s Hungary does some-
thing particularly strange with its his-
torical memory of communism. The 
“House of Terror” opened in 2002, 
while Orbán remained an infl uential 
opposition leader. The director of the 
museum, Dr Marie Schmidt, served 
at the time as one of Orbán’s advi-
sors. Controversy greeted the open-
ing of the site in Hungary even in 
2002 when critics pointed out that 
it seemed to serve a right-wing ver-
sion of Hungary’s political history, 
confl ating socialism with Stalinism, 
and downplaying Hungary’s collu-
sion with Nazi Germany.

Nowhere in this presentation do 
we learn that the Hungarian conscript 
and Arrow Cross Party thugs joined 
the Wehrmacht and SS forces ensur-
ing that the city would become a 
ruin by their decision to make a con-
certed a suicidal stand against Soviet 
forces on the Danube. They acted on 
the orders of the Fuhrer himself who 
saw the city as symbolic of the old 
Austrian Empire into which he had 
been born.

The “House of Terror” does not 
inform visitors that Hungarian troops 
largely maintained the death camp 
Bergen-Belsen. Visitors are con-
fronted with Hungary as the victim 
of the Soviet Union, and receive only 
the most subtle introduction into the 
Hungarian government’s collabora-
tion with the Nazis.
People’s World 

Brazil

A global struggle

Jair Bolsonaro has openly sought to make the election a referendum on democracy itself.

International
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Despite years of disagreements on Syria, the leaders of Turkey, France, 
Germany, and Russia worked out a common vision for the steps to 
reconciliation in the war-torn country when they met in Istanbul. Here’s 
a summary of it.

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who hosted the talks, was joined 
by Russia’s Vladimir Putin and France’s Emmanuel Macron, as well as German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Following the summit, the four leaders held a joint 
press conference and released a communique, highlighting what common 
ground they had found during the four-way talks.

Only political solution for Syria
The leaders have “expressed their support for an inclusive, Syrian-led and 

Syrian-owned political process that is facilitated by the United Nations.”

Need to start work on constitution in Geneva
A committee tasked with drafting a new constitution for Syria should begin 

its work as soon as possible, preferably before the end of this year.

No to division of Syria
Syria must continue to exist within its pre-war borders. Any separatist 

movements or desires of foreign powers to occupy parts of the country are 
therefore fi rmly rejected.

Keep ceasefire & defeat terrorists
The four countries have expressed their support for the Idlib ceasefi re deal, 

brokered earlier by Russia and Turkey. At the same time, they emphasised the 
importance of fi ghting terrorism and condemned the use of chemical weapons.

Boost humanitarian aid
The United Nations and other international organisations should bolster 

aid deliveries to the war-torn country. “Swift, safe and unhindered” fl ow of 
humanitarian aid will provide much-needed relief to the sufferings of the Syrian 
people.

Help return of refugees
The four leaders stressed the importance of “safe and voluntary” return of 

refugees to Syria. To facilitate the process, appropriate housing and social care 
facilities must be constructed in the country.

Internationally observed elections
The ultimate goal of the political settlement process is holding transparent, 

internationally observed elections, the statement reads. All Syrians, including 
those who had to fl ee the country, must be able to participate.
RT – Russia Today 

International

Common ground on Syria

Call for unity to defend democracy

Israel’s bogus claims on Syria

Brazilian Communists called for 
a broad unity to defend democ-
racy following the election of 
far-right Jair Bolsonaro as the 
country’s president (see page 8). 
The Communist Party of Brazil 
(PCdoB) warned of a new politi-
cal period in Brazil, with Mr 
Bolsonaro’s presidency marking 
a threat to democracy and the 
rights of the people.

Bolsonaro will try to “establish a 
dictatorial government, implement-
ing iron and fi re, an ultraliberal and 
neo-colonial program,” the party 
cautioned.

The PCdoB said the 46 million 

votes received by Workers Party 
(PT) presidential candidate Fernando 
Haddad and PCdoB vice-presidential 
candidate Manuela d’Avila laid the 
foundations for a “vigorous opposi-
tion that must begin now.”

In a statement forecasting that 
the new period represented a twist 
towards regression and the possi-
ble destruction of all the gains and 
achievements of the Brazilian work-
ing class, it said that the “rupture” 
would have serious implications for 
Latin America.

It recalled that the process started 
with the administrative coup of 
August 2016 which removed former 

president Dilma Rousseff from 
power and replaced her with Michel 
Temer, who implemented a neo-lib-
eral austerity program. Bolsonaro is 
a continuation of the coup against 
Brazilian democracy, the PCdoB 
added after he hinted at establishing 
a cabinet packed with army generals 
and neo-liberals.

One of those with a prominent 
cabinet position is Paulo Guedes, 
a free-market economist from the 
notorious University of Chicago, 
which trained the Chileans who were 
instrumental in the 1973 fascist coup 
against Salvador Allende and the 
bloody backlash that followed.

The president-elect has vowed to 
reform the Brazilian economy with 
changes to the country’s pension 
scheme and privatisation of state 
enterprises.

Markets responded positively 
to the news, seeing the election of 
Bolsonaro as an “opportunity” for 
big business to plunder Brazil’s state 
assets as shares prices rose follow-
ing the poll.

He has indicated that his mili-
tary academy instructor in the 1970s, 
Augusto Heleno Ribeiro, could have 
“any post he wants” in the cabinet, 
although he is likely to be appointed 
defence minister.

Despite the victory, the PCdoB 
said Bolsonaro would face opposi-
tion to his attempts to bury democ-
racy from those forces that have 
historically fought against regres-
sive regimes and dictatorships in 
Brazil, which has a strong tradition 
of struggle.

It called on the people and the 
democratic forces of the country 
to “build a broad unity” to “defend 
democracy, Brazil and the rights of 
the people.” 

Over half a century since Israel occupied 
Syria’s Golan Heights and 37 years after 
Tel Aviv purported to annex the territory, 
local people remain militantly opposed to 
the military occupation.

Israel claimed the Golan population 
requested municipal elections rather than 
local offi cials being imposed by the occupying 
power, dressing this up as a simple matter of 
democratic accountability.

Today’s general strike by the Druze Arab 
population of the Golan followed last weeks 
overwhelming boycott of Israel’s polling sta-
tions to confi rm they are Syrians and want an 
end to the occupation of their land.

The handful of collaborators choosing to 
vote were disowned by their fellow Druze, 
just as Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem 
gave short shrift to the tiny minority joining in 
Israel’s municipal elections there.

Palestinians are united behind the need to 
exercise their inalienable national rights and 
have voiced that demand in backing their own 

independent, viable state, with East Jerusalem 
as its capital, as part of a two-state solution, 
alongside Israel.

They know that Zionist expansionism is 
intent on occupation and/or domination of the 
entirety of historical Palestine, together with 
parts of Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.

Binyamin Netanyahu’s government 
may have thought the Golan Druze popula-
tion would be more amenable to his absorp-
tion manoeuvring than East Jerusalem’s 
Palestinians, but, if so, he was wrong.

True, Israel’s Druze population has tradi-
tionally been treated better than the rest of the 
country’s one-fi fth Arab minority, serving in 
the military and in politics.

This is in keeping with the Druze practice 
of identifying with the country where they live 
and playing a full civic role, whether this be 
Israel, Syria, Lebanon or wherever, but this is 
changing.

The Druze in Israel will suffer a similar 
loss of recognition as other minorities, with 

their Arabic language demoted from equal 
status with Hebrew, with the onset of apart-
heid-style nation-state legislation passed ear-
lier this year.

The Netanyahu government disregarded 
major protests by the Druze population, as well 
as those led by the Joint List of Arab parties 
and the Communist Party of Israel, bent on its 
goal of a Jewish state.

Nation-state legislation marked a quali-
tative break in Israel’s legal treatment of its 
Druze minority, but, in reality, apart from their 
compulsory military service – ironically, a 
demand emanating from the Druze themselves 
as a way to assert entitlement to full citizen-
ship rights – intensifi ed anti-Arab racism was 
already putting them at a disadvantage.

Despite possessing papers specifying that 
they have completed military service, they fi nd 
Jewish employers as reluctant to take on Druze 
workers as other Arabs.

Druze schools receive less government 
money than Jewish schools and recently 

acquired legal rights for communities to refuse 
entry to anyone they don’t like have also been 
directed at Druze.

Having seen the treatment meted out by Tel 
Aviv to its fellow Druze – Israeli citizens – it is 
scarcely surprising that the Syrian Druze living 
in the Golan Heights have politely declined 
the offer to engage in the military occupation’s 
offer of “democratic participation,” reiterat-
ing their demand for Syrian sovereignty to be 
respected.

Israel tries to present its problem in the 
Golan as generational, claiming young people 
are more open-minded than their parents, but 
they are whistling in the wind.

People in all of the territory Israel con-
quered militarily remain opposed to domina-
tion and annexation.

They will continue to resist until the col-
onising power is forced to submit to interna-
tional law and end the occupation.
Morning Star 
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Undeniable
After a summer of record-breaking heat-
waves and devastating wildfi res, 2018 is 
shaping up to be one of the planet’s hottest 
years in recorded history. From January 
through September, the average global 
temperature was 1.39 degrees F above the 
20th century average of 57.5 degrees F, 
making it the fourth warmest year-to-date 
on record, and only 0.43 degrees F lower 
than the record-high set in 2016 for the 
same period.

Climate modeller Gavin Schmidt tweeted 
that 2018 was “almost guaranteed to be the 4th 
warmest year in the record.” The only years 

hotter? 2016, 2015, 2017, respectively.
This past September was also the fourth-

hottest on record. In fact, the 10 warmest 
September global land and ocean surface tem-
peratures have occurred since 2003 with the 
last fi ve Septembers (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 
and 2018) ranking as the fi ve warmest on 
record, the report noted.

Parts of the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, 
North America, South America, Europe, Africa 
and Asia observed record-warm tempera-
tures during the month, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) found.

Temperatures were at least 3.6 degrees F 
above average across southern South Average 
sea-surface temperatures were also the fourth-
highest on record in September and fourth-
highest for the year to date.

Furthermore, sea ice coverage remained 
smaller than usual at the poles. NOAA said that 
the average Arctic sea ice coverage (extent) 
last month was 26.5 percent below the 1981-
2010 average, the seventh-smallest extent for 
September on record.

At the same time, Antarctic sea ice extent 
was 3.3 percent below average, the second 
smallest for September ever recorded.

Mati English
Sydney

Murdering the messenger
The dreadful murder of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi by Saudi security agents is the 
latest in a series of shocking actions carried 
out by the brutal regime to silence critics. 
Those responsible for his death must be 
brought to justice and made to reveal the 
location of his remains, so his family can 
give him a dignifi ed burial.

This very sad affair has led to widespread 
exposure of the repressive Saudi government 
and at last some genuine action by several 
countries in response to this callous killing. It 
is vital that Saudi Arabia and similar govern-
ments that engage in arresting, jailing, torturing 
and killing journalists, writers, poets, artists, 
political activists and others know there are 
consequences for such terrible acts.

Also, Saudi Arabia has seven journalists 
and several writers, poets and activists in jail. 
But Saudi Arabia is not the only country to 
commit human rights abuses and target criti-
cal journalists, writers and others they consider 
dissidents. Sixty-fi ve journalists were killed in 
2017; 39 were deliberately targeted and mur-
dered by their own governments. And 326 jour-
nalists were detained or disappeared in 2017.

Interestingly, Turkey, the country that 

has shed most light on the Khashoggi murder 
has the highest number of journalists impris-
oned. As well as seventy journalists, Turkey 
has over 70 writers and scores of dissidents in 
jail. China meanwhile has 41 journalists and 
60 bloggers and citizen-journalists in prison. 
Other despotic countries with many jailed jour-
nalists include Syria, Iran, Vietnam, Eritrea and 
Egypt.

It seems from the global reaction some 
good will come of the appalling murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi and that the corrupt Saudi 
regime’s wealth and power may no longer 
shield it from censure and punishment. The 
international community must do more to pro-
tect journalists from harassment, arrest and 
assassination and compel oppressive regimes 
to release jailed journalists, political prisoners 
and other critics. For far too long the world has 
ignored Saudi Arabia’s cruel actions and other 
repressive regimes’ bad behaviour. This must 
change.

Steven Katsineris
Vic

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
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On Wednesday of last week, 
Gregory Bush, having failed in 
his effort to get into an African-
American church, instead went 
into a Kroger supermarket in 
Louisville, Kentucky and shot 
two black customers to death. 
That story was pushed aside 
quickly by reports that pipe 
bombs made by Cesar Sayoc 
were showing up at the homes of 
Democrats and others, including 
former President Barack Obama, 
who have been regular targets of 
President Trump’s vitriol. It was 
the largest assassination plot in 
US history. And if all that was not 
enough, millions of Americans 
awoke Saturday morning to the 
news of the worst anti-Semitic 
attack in US history – the murder 
by Robert Bowers of 11 worshi-
pers at the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh.

These vile acts of domestic ter-
rorists took the oxygen out of the 
air breathed by people of good will 
every single day of last week, includ-
ing on the weekend. None of what 
happened, however, should be a sur-
prise. All three events are the logi-
cal outgrowth of the hate spewed 
by President Trump and repeated 

or tolerated by his enablers in the 
Republican Party. This is true not 
just of the violent terrorism of this 
past week, but also of the ongoing 
attacks against African Americans, 
Muslims, Jews and, in recent weeks, 
Guatemalans and other people from 
Central America.

Trump bragged recently that he 
is a “nationalist,” not a “globalist.” 
Robert Bowers, the killer of the wor-
shipers at the synagogue, has long 
said on Twitter that he is a “national-
ist” and that Jews are “trying to con-
trol the world.”

President Trump has been gin-
ning up votes by inciting fear of a 
caravan of poverty-stricken immi-
grants that is more than a thousand 
miles away from our border and has 
spewed conspiracy theories about 
how George Soros, a liberal Jewish 
activist, is “fi nancing” this operation. 
Robert Bowers has been talking on 
social media about how the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society is “bringing 
in invaders” from Central America.

Is it any wonder then that a con-
firmed self-described Nazi sym-
pathiser said he was “going in” to 
essentially fi nish a job that Trump, 
who Bowers said doesn’t go far 
enough, had started?

Trump has used the words 
“nationalist” and “globalist” at 
his rallies – the same vocabulary 
often used in anti-Semitic dia-
tribes online. He has demonised 
Black people, brown people, immi-
grants, refugees, and asylum seek-
ers. With the most powerful man in 
the world making such rhetorical 
attacks at his rallies on an almost 
nightly basis, the horrifi c events of 
last week become quite understand-
able. Extreme right-wing haters who 
have far less power than the pres-
ident become, in their own eyes, 
powerful when they pick up a gun 
and commit mass murder.

We can also better understand 
the events of last week when we 
look at political developments over-
all. The working class and its allies 
are fi ghting harder and harder for 
economic justice, including a living 
wage, health care, and fairness at 
their workplaces. When the rich 
and powerful feel threatened by this 
movement, they sometimes resort to 
the fascist-like tactics we see Trump 
carrying out.

This explains why some people 
of Jewish background – Jared 
Kushner, Stephen Miller, and 
Sheldon Adelson, among others, 

for example – because of their class 
alliances, including backing of the 
right-wing Netanyahu government 
in Israel, have sided with Trump. 
One has to ask why they have no 
shame now that the movements 
around Trump are exposed so bla-
tantly for the anti-Semites that they 
really are?

The overwhelming majority of 
Jewish people, however, see Trump 
for what he really is. More than 77 
percent of them voted against him in 
the fi rst place. The rabbi in charge of 
the Tree of Life Synagogue, Jeffrey 
Myers, warned recently in an article 
about the dangers of Trump’s anti-
immigrant bashing.

The Ku Klux Klan is now a reg-
ular backer of Trump, with David 
Duke often singing his praises, as he 
did when Trump characterised racists 
in Charlottesville who chanted “Jews 
will not replace us” as good people.

The fascistic Daily Stormer 
website regularly cheers Trump on. 
Trump returns the favour by retweet-
ing their right-wing conspiracy the-
ories and repeating in his speeches 
many of the lines fi rst tried out on 
crowds by Hitler and Mussolini.

Prior to last week, there have, 
unfortunately, been many successes 

scored by Trump and the extreme 
right. They have wreaked havoc 
with the US immigration system 
and imposed outright misery on so 
many people through a policy of 
throwing children into cages. They 
have imposed travel bans on people 
from entire regions of the world and 
now declare that a caravan of poor 
people is a “national emergency” 
that requires the sending of troops to 
the border.

The GOP continues to stand by 
and either support or excuse Trump 
as he continues injecting more and 
more of this poison into the veins of 
national political life.

The demonization of whole 
groups, we know from history, can 
spiral into a never-ending disaster. 
We must not let that happen. The 
immediate fi rst step required of all 
of us is to do everything we can to 
turn out of offi ce on November 6 
all the Republicans who have aided 
and abetted Trump in creating the 
national disaster we face today. The 
best way right now to remember all 
the victims of last week and all the 
victims of racist terror before that is 
to kick all the demons out of offi ce 
next week.
People’s World 

Trump lit 
the fi res
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“I thank Care4Calais for provid-
ing me with experiences that have 
changed my life and – I believe 
– made me a better person. I 
will continue to spread the word 
about the situation in northern 
France and make the 700-mile 
round trip to volunteer on the 
ground when I can manage it. I 
would urge anyone who has ever 
thought about volunteering to get 
in touch via www.care4calais.org 
and just do it. It will be a trip you 
will never forget. And if you need 
any advice just give me a shout!” 
Debbie Mossman, Care4Calais 
volunteer

October 26, 2018 witnessed the 
second anniversary of the Calais 
refugee camp, known as the Jungle, 
being demolished. At that time ref-
ugees, who had already faced per-
secution in their homelands, were 
yet again forced to relocate. Nine 
thousand refugees were required 
to move in 48 hours. For those vol-
unteering at the time, it was heart 
breaking.

When the Jungle was in place, 
refugees made it their home – there 
was a community, running water, 
sanitation, medical centres and struc-
ture. Charities worked tirelessly to 
provide the aid they so desperately 
needed – many refugees having 
walked thousands of kilometres to 
get there. Today, without the Jungle 
in place, refugees face life with no 
sanitation, no running water and no 
shelter. Health problems, both physi-
cal and mental, are rife.

Care4Calais is a humanitarian 
charity that provides much-needed 
aid to the refugees in northern 
France. The heart of Care4Calais is 
the volunteers that give up precious 
time to help – from aid distributions, 
to practical help in the warehouse to 
compassion and emotional support. 
And, with the prospect of sub-zero 
temperatures as winter approaches, 
volunteer support is needed more 
than ever.

Debbie Mossman has been 
working as a volunteer since last 
year. Overwhelmed by the charity’s 
good work she has regularly given 
up her weekends and school holidays 
to provide invaluable help.

Debbie said of her experience: 
“Since fi rst visiting Care4Calais – 
almost a year ago – I haven’t looked 
back. From the moment I walked in 
to the Warehouse in Sangatte last 
November I was made to feel wel-
come and valued as an important 
member of the ever-changing team 
of volunteers. I have returned several 
times since my fi rst visit, inspired by 
an organisation that is working tire-
lessly to help refugees in northern 
France and that makes the experience 
for volunteers truly meaningful.”

Some volunteers at Care4Calais 
work for long periods, others come 
for weekends, others just a day. They 

are all welcome and each provides 
invaluable support.

Debbie continues: “I have 
always felt very strongly that the 
role of the short-term volunteer is 
immensely important. Volunteers, 
who give their time for anything 
from a day to a week or even a 
month, bring with them an energy 
and enthusiasm that is the lifeblood 
of these organisations.

“The value of providing these 
volunteers with a positive and mem-
orable experience can be meas-
ured by the continued support from 
communities to which they return, 
‘spread the word’ and encourage 
others to get involved. It’s impor-
tance cannot be underestimated and 
is recognised in the day-to-day oper-
ations of Care4Calais.”

A year ago, Debbie was working 
as a mentor with sixth-form students 
in a large comprehensive school in 
west Wales. Their growing interest 
in her work with refugees led to a 
group of students organising collec-
tions throughout the school to create 

#Packs4Calais. As a result Debbie 
landed at the Care4Calais warehouse 
in November with 68 backpacks 
fi lled with basic clothing, food sup-
plies and toiletries. As you can imag-
ine, Care4Calais welcomed her with 
open arms!

What’s more Debbie was fortu-
nate enough to witness her collection 
being passed to the refugees, which 
reinforced their value. “Distribution 
of these packs was carefully orches-
trated so that refugees were not left 
wanting when the backpacks ran out. 
At Care4Calais, refugees are always 
offered a choice of items with an 
equal value. Fortunately, we had had 
a delivery of coats on my visit which 
meant I could actually see refugees 
receive our gift, which was very 
special.

“But what hit me most was that 
the huge effort made at home barely 
scratched the surface in France – the 
need is so great out there – and dis-
tribution of such high-value dona-
tions is a seriously diffi cult job to 
manage. Every distribution whether 

it is highly valued items such as 
shoes, coats, tents and sleeping bags, 
or simple hygiene packs, food packs, 
T-shirts or underwear, is managed so 
that fairness is always ensured.”

Distributions take place every 
day throughout northern France 
and Belgium and every volunteer is 
encouraged to go out on distribution, 
play their part in handing out items 
and then mix and integrate with refu-
gees and offer some support and soli-
darity with them all. 

The system in place at 
Care4Calais allows every volunteer 
the opportunity to be fully involved 
in all aspects of the work and pro-
vides a truly rewarding experience 
for all their volunteers.

“In August, I took two of my stu-
dents out to volunteer for a week. A 
memorable week has left its mark 
on both of them; Anna is now off 
to gain more volunteering experi-
ence in Africa and Emily will be in 
Edinburgh University spreading the 
word among fellow students about 
the continuing need for support for 

refugees in France. Young people are 
our future – they care and their expe-
riences at Care4Calais have helped 
to shape their attitudes and future 
actions.

“Since my fi rst visit I have been 
out with over 250 hygiene packs 
(toiletries and underwear) sacks of 
donated clothes, tents and sleeping 
bags and have raised over £3,500 in 
order to buy what is most needed at 
the time. This has included clearing 
the supermarket shelves of wet wipes 
and deodorants and emptying a local 
shop of ladies’ dresses.

“My most recent fundraiser ena-
bled the purchase of 250 pairs of jog-
gers, hair-cutting equipment, phone 
credit and children’s games. Every 
visit sees priorities change and the 
continued support from my local 
community enables us to make a dif-
ference in a way that really matters. 
The need is constant – it is a constant 
battle to try to spread the word and 
bring in donations.”
Morning Star 

Care for Calais

When the Jungle was in place, refugees made it their home – there was a community, running water, sanitation, medical centres and structure.
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WT Whitney

More than two years after the sign-
ing of a peace agreement between the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) and the Colombian government, 
lawyer Diego Martínez is under attack. In 
a recent open letter to Colombia’s attorney 
general, he protested against possible legal 
action directed at him and surveillance 
of his movements. He reported threats 
of violence against him appearing in an 
email message from a paramilitary group. 
Martínez also mentioned an undetonated 
bomb found in the parking lot near where 
he works.

Martínez served for years as executive sec-
retary of the Permanent Committee for Human 
Rights. He represented the FARC on a legal 
commission providing peace negotiators with 
technical advice. He is now the Technical 
Secretary of the agency charged with moni-
toring implementation of the peace agree-
ment known by its Spanish initials as CSIVI. 
He serves as lawyer for ex-FARC combatants 
charged with crimes who appear before the 
Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP), a court 
established under the peace agreement for 
deciding upon punishment or pardon.

The purpose of this communication is to 
help build support for Martínez. I was with 
Diego Martínez in Colombia for a week in 
2012. In Colombia our group of US and 
Canadian solidarity activists met with politi-
cal prisoner David Ravelo in La Picota prison 
in Bogota, with the prisoner’s family and col-
leagues in Barrancabermeja (where Ravelo led 
resistance to paramilitary attacks), and with 
a variety of defenders of Colombian political 
prisoners. Martínez had arranged our meet-
ings and shepherded us throughout the week. 
Our delegation was united in admiration of his 
expertise and dedication to a cause we shared.

Martínez’s record of defending human 
rights in Colombia and crucial role in advanc-
ing the peace process lend high profile to 
threats against him. What he reports illus-
trates apparent failings of the peace agree-
ment. Former combatants and others are under 
siege. Threats against JEP independence have 
mounted. Action under the agreement toward 
agrarian reform and substitution of legal for 
illegal crops is non-existent.

In April the government jailed FARC peace 
negotiator Jesús Santrich as a prelude to his 
extradition to the United States where allegedly 
he is charged with drug traffi cking. Lead FARC 
negotiator Ivan Marquez, fearing for his safety, 
has disappeared.

While Martínez laboured at implement-
ing the agreement, specifi cally from January 
1, 2016 to October 3, 2018, unknown assail-
ants killed 343 Colombians, according to the 
government’s Offi ce of Public Advocacy. They 
included human rights defenders, community 
leaders, and former guerrillas.

The killings recall those of the past when 
collaboration fl ourished between private and 
public military forces and government show 
that between 1958 and 2012, 177,307 civilians 
were killed as the result of armed confl ict, also 
that paramilitary forces and Colombia’s Army 
together accounted for most of the deaths. The 

Colombian state showed its hand in the impu-
nity killers enjoyed and in the Colombian mili-
tary’s collaboration with paramilitaries.

Paramilitaries remain active in Colombia 
and are implicated in the recent spate of kill-
ings. They may be acting against Martínez 
now: his letter mentions hostilities coming 
from two directions, government and 
paramilitary.

Karl Marx once observed that “world-his-
toric facts and personages” show up fi rst “as 
tragedy, the second time as farce.” In truth, as 
regards government crimes in Colombia, it’s 
tragedy all the time.

The long-running drama features the 
Patriotic Union. Demobilised FARC guerrillas 
joined that left-leaning electoral coalition after 
its establishment in 1985. Candidates competed 
for votes at every level, from the municipal 
to the residential. Massacre of members and 

supporters has taken an estimated 4,000 lives. 
Blame falls on paramilitaries.

In his letter Martínez asks the Attorney 
General to inform him of any criminal inves-
tigation of his activities. He says he would 
clarify things if such exists, but calls for inves-
tigation of “threats and illegal surveillance” if 
it doesn’t.
Readers are urged to inform the Colombian 
Attorney General that they know what’s 
happening to Martínez and are on 
his side. They can do this by emailing 
Attorney General Nestor Humberto 
Martínez, care of the Colombian Embassy 
in the United States. The address is: 
embassyofcolombia@colombiaemb.org 
Either English or Spanish is acceptable. Brevity 
is fi ne. And use Martínez’s full name, which is 
Diego Alejandro Martínez Castillo. 
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Solidarity call
Colombian lawyer Diego Martinez needs your support

BRITAIN: The Tory government 
continues to cut fi refi ghter jobs 
in England, despite the service 
dealing with more incidents, more 
fi res, and more fi re deaths. Since 
2009, the number of fi refi ghters 
has decreased by 23 percent.

As of March 31, 2018, there 
were 32,340 fi refi ghters (full time 
equivalent), with 421 fi refi ghter jobs 
having been lost over the past year 
– a one percent decrease – which 
continues the downward trend of 
fi refi ghters on the front line.

The worst cuts of all have been 
in emergency fi re controls, which 

have seen 30 percent of jobs cut in 
a decade.

Matt Wrack, general secretary 
of the Fire Brigades Union (FBU), 
said: “We are told that austerity is 
over, but for who? Certainly not the 
fi re service. This Tory government 
needs to change course and stop the 
callous cuts, not just in the fi re serv-
ice, but in all areas of public life. It 
is appalling that, despite fi ne words 
about public safety, ministers con-
tinue to slash funding to our fi re 
and rescue services. The public has 
heard recently how essential is the 
work undertaken by our emergency 

fi re controls. These are life-saving 
jobs but they require adequate levels 
of staffi ng, support and supervision. 
It is utterly disgusting that they are 
seen by some as an easy target for 
making job cuts.

“Our professional, hardwork-
ing fi refi ghters – in fi re controls 
and on stations – deserve better and 
so do the public. Stop cutting and 
start investing in our fi re and rescue 
service.”

Meanwhile, progress on diver-
sity remains slow or non-existent. 
There has been some improve-
ment in the number and proportion 

of women fi refi ghters. According 
to the Home Offi ce, there are now 
1,980 women fi refi ghters in England 
(5.7 percent of the total) an increase 
from 1,502 in 2008. However, there 
are 85 fewer fi refi ghters from an 
ethnic minority group than there 
were in 2011. This reduction is a 
direct result of job cuts. The propor-
tion of fi refi ghters from an ethnic 
minority group has increased but 
only because a greater proportion of 
white fi refi ghters have left or retired 
from the service.

Matt Wrack continued: “On 
every front, the policies of this 

government are a disaster for the 
fi re and rescue service. They have 
overseen the slashing of record 
numbers of jobs. The service to 
the public is suffering as a result. 
There are indeed failings over the 
diversity of the workforce but it is 
utter hypocrisy for this government 
to even mention it when they have 
overseen a fall in the number of 
fi refi ghters from ethnic minorities – 
as a direct result of Tory cuts.

“There is a deep complacency 
at the heart of government about the 
fi re service and about public safety.”
Morning Star 

Catch a fi re


