
Climate change

PM prays as disaster looms
Peter Mac

The Morrison government has completely 
rejected recommendations of a major new 
report prepared by 91 leading climate 
scientists for the UN International Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) regarding the 
potentially terrifying impact of climate 
change.

Since the industrial revolution began, the 
annual average global temperature has risen 
one degree, and is rising exponentially. The 
IPCC report says the average global tempera-
ture could rise 1.5 degrees by 2030, resulting in 
heatwaves, droughts, extreme weather events, 
rising sea levels, mass migrations, loss of coral 
reefs and biodiversity, the spread of tropical 
diseases, famines and water shortages.

Because of climate change, global hunger 
has already increased for three years in a row. 
If the temperature rises 2 degrees, the survival 
of countless millions of people will be under 
threat.

The world must therefore reduce the 2010 
carbon emission levels by 78 percent, prefer-
ably by 2030. However, the Coalition govern-
ment has committed Australia to reduce its 
emissions by only 26 percent by 2030 with 
no further reductions after that. If the world 
accepted this as the global standard the tem-
perature would rise three degrees by 2100.

The IPCC report concludes we must phase 
out coal mining, stop using fossil fuels by 
2050, and carry out “rapid, far-reaching and 
unprecedented changes in all aspects of soci-
ety”, including energy, agriculture, transport 
and heavy industry.

A report prepared for the Greens indi-
cates that in order to meet those targets, 12 of 
Australia’s 21 coal-fi red power stations must 
close by 2030 or reduce their output drastically. 
By 2030, three of those plants will be closed 
and six will be within fi ve years of closure. Yet 
the government wants their operating life to be 
extended.

Australia’s prolonged droughts are symp-
toms of climate change. The Prime Minister 
has toured eastern states seeking to console 
rural communities affected by the terrible con-
ditions, but refuses to accept that the droughts 
are part of climate change.

Discussing climate change in drought-rav-
aged south-western Queensland, Morrison said 
recently “I don’t think people out here care one 

way or another ... I’m practically interested in 
the policies that will address what is going on 
here, right now. I’m interested in getting peo-
ple’s electricity prices down, and I’m not ter-
ribly interested in engaging in those sorts of 
debates at this point.” He declared fervently: 
“I pray for that rain everywhere else around 
the country” and he encouraged others to do 
the same. That’s his solution.

He claims that Labor’s plan to reduce emis-
sions by 50 percent by 2030 would increase the 
average household’s power bills by $1,400 per 
annum, even though energy authorities have 
acknowledged that renewable energy is now 
cheaper than energy from coal-fi red power 
stations.

Dodging national responsibility, 
Environment Minister Melisa Price said 
“Climate change is a global problem that 
requires a global solution.” She insists that by 
2050 science will deliver “good, clean technol-
ogy when it comes to coal”. She dismissed the 
IPCC report, but admits she hasn’t read it.

Finally, in a masterpiece of nonsense 
Coalition MP and obsessive climate change 

denier Craig Kelly declared: “We didn’t make 
[the climate] dangerous. It’s fossil fuels that 
protect us from that climate.”

Radical action necessary
Morrison claims Australia’s per capita 

emission rate has fallen. He’s right, but only 
because the population has grown slightly 
faster than the rise in emissions. The point is 
that emissions are still rising steadily when 
they should be falling rapidly.

He also maintains that Australia will 
easily meet its 2015 international agreement 
to reduce its carbon emissions by 26 percent 
by 2030. But French diplomat and economist 
Laurence Tubiana has pointed out bluntly that 
Morrison’s claim contradicts scientifi c opinion. 
Australia’s carbon emissions should be falling 
but they rose 1.3 percent in the year to March 
and the government has received advice from 
its own scientists that under current conditions 
Australia is likely to reduce its emissions by 
only 5 percent by 2030.

The government has pointed proudly to 
the Howard government’s despicable “Direct 

Action” program under which the government 
rewards corporations fi nancially if they reduce 
carbon emissions (rather than punishing them 
if they don’t), and the Clean Energy Finance 
Corporation, which provides loans on favour-
able terms for renewable energy programs. But 
these initiatives haven’t prevented the rise in 
carbon emissions.

Ms Tubiana says the Paris emission reduc-
tion targets will be insuffi cient to keep global 
warming below 1.5 degrees by 2040, and sci-
entifi c modelling suggests the international 
emission reductions agreed in Paris will result 
in a 3.3 degree temperature rise, far higher than 
the 2 degree rise that would threaten the lives 
of untold millions of people worldwide.

As a result, some governments are moving 
fast. In the US, the Californian government 
wants to reach zero emissions by 2045, and the 
Australian Capital Territory government aims 
to achieve 100 percent renewable energy gen-
eration by 2020.

Peter Sainsbury, University of Sydney 
Associate Professor of Public Health says: 
“To have even a 50 percent chance of global 
warming remaining below 2 degrees devel-
oped nations must reduce emissions by 5-10 
percent each and every year for the next couple 
of decades.”

According to scientist Tim Flannery, the 
carbon currently being emitted won’t reach its 
full warming potential for a few decades, half 
of it remaining in the atmosphere for 100 years 
and 25 percent remaining in the atmosphere 
for centuries.

Continued on page 2
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The federal ALP opposition is gearing up for elections and 
last week announced its commitment to public education would 
add up to an extra $14 billion over the next decade plus an extra 
$3.3 billion between 2020 and 2022. Excellent news for the public 
education sector which has been steadily demoted to the position 
of poor cousin of the private and “independent” schools by LNP 
and ALP policy for many years. Is it enough? The CPA asks why 
can’t a rich nation like Australia do better for all its children?

Public education in Australia has been on the back foot for so 
long it is now massively under-resourced and under-capitalised. 
This has been a deliberate political agenda presented by sectional 
interests and their political representatives in the LNP and the 
ALP as people’s “democratic right to choose”. Whose right and 
whose freedom of choice are the questions that have been off limits.

An effectively two class education system has been sold to the 
unsuspecting Australian taxpayer as a democratic value, “freedom 
of choice”. In this context “freedom’ translates into freedom for 
the wealthy and the Catholic sector to receive disproportionate 
taxpayer subsidies to enable their freedom to choose. Meanwhile 
public education funding is being steadily cut.

Last year the Turnbull government cut $1.9 billion from pub-
lic schools over the next two year period and at the same time it 
increased funding to the Catholic and wealthy private schools by 
many billions. Where is the freedom of choice for public school 
families and their children? Freedom of choice is an ideological 
sleight of hand that masks the diversion of working people’s tax 
dollars to subsidise the freedom of the wealthy and politically strong 
sectional interests.

The quiet but deliberate privatisation of our education system 
has opened the way for big edu-businesses to move in and to increas-
ingly exercise control of the education agenda. The stripping of the 
NSW Department of Education of its consultants is an example 
of this. This was done under the guise of the devolution of school 
decision making, “Local Schools, Local Decisions”.

“Local Schools, Local Decisions” allowed the NSW Department 
of Education to stop funding consultant support and professional 
development to NSW public schools at central and regional levels. It 
effectively opened the door for these support services to be farmed 
out to the private sector and re-packaged for sale to schools at 
premium prices by private consultants and contractors. The value 
of the public education dollar depreciated and local schools’ budgets 
now had to stretch even further.

The insidious entry of multinational edu-business companies like 
Pearsons into Australian education has occurred simultaneously 
with, “Local Schools, Local Decisions” and the introduction by the 
Gillard ALP government of the league tables “My School” website. 
Over several years these businesses have become dominant players 
in providing testing and assessment materials and resources.

They are making large profi ts out of NAPLAN and their vested 
interest in NAPLAN is possibly the main reasons it has not been 
ditched. NAPLAN has lost all educational credibility yet it con-
tinues. Many argue that this contradiction is due to the interest 
Pearsons has in maintaining its profi ts from resourcing, marking, 
designing online tools etc for NAPLAN.

The NSW Teacher’s Federation is campaigning for the public 
education sector under the “Fair Funding Now!” banner and are 
appealing for the community to get behind a wide-reaching pressure 
campaign in the lead-up to the federal elections expected early next 
year. This campaign is important and is essential to put political 
pressure on all political parties to maintain and extend funding 
for the public school sector.

At the same time the lasting political solution lies in demanding 
and winning support for one public education system, fully re-
sourced and funded to meet the needs all children equally. Accepting 
the steady privatisation of education at the expense of the public 
dollar and the public school child is unacceptable.

The Communist Party of Australia stands for a single, nation-
wide needs-based public education system, fully resourced and 
funded. We say – take the money from the overfunded military 
budget. Over two percent of GDP is allocated to the military budget, 
without parliamentary or public debate. If we can afford two per-
cent of GDP for military spending we can afford public education.
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for the enlightenment of the working class.
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Solidarity with 
Australian workers
PAME, the All-Workers’ Militant Front, a member 
of the WFTU, representing the class trade union 
movement of Greece, denounces the penalisation of 
workers’ struggles and the persecution of the trade 
unionists in Australia. 

Australian workers who are subject to continuous 
anti-worker attacks against their rights. They face at the 
same time constant persecutions, lawsuits and claims of 
huge compensation by the employers who fi re and attack 
the rights of workers. Typical are the examples of the 
in which employers are pursuing up to a million dollars 
from workers and trade unions who had denounced and 
opposed the anti-workers practices.

These tactics of the employers, with the support of 
the so-called “independent” authority and of the govern-
ments serving the business groups, constitute a direct 
attack on workers’ rights in the organisation and the 
action of their trade unions.

At the same time, bosses take advantage of corrup-
tion and bribery, phenomena that the employers them-
selves have created to try and discredit and attack the just 
struggles of the workers.

These developments in Australia are directly linked 
to the attack by employers and governments against the 
rights of workers to organise and take action, an attack 
taking place against the right in strike around the world.

Faced with these developments, workers have the 
weapon of organisation, of the class struggle, and the 
claim to their rights. Against class collaboration, with-
drawal and subordination, the world’s militant trade 
unions have the strength of class solidarity and joint 
struggle against exploitation.

We express our solidarity in the struggle of the 
Australian workers and we demand the immediate stop 
of all prosecutions of the trade union struggles.
Greece, Athens October 5, 2018 

Continued from page 1
The international commu-

nity will therefore need to not only 
achieve zero carbon emissions 
quickly but also begin to retrieve 
and dispose of carbon already in the 
atmosphere. Some scientifi c experi-
ments for this are being conducted 
but the technology is in its infancy.

Flannery comments: “...[By] 
2050 we’ll need to transform our 
carbon-emitting economy into a car-
bon-absorbing one. That will require 
enormous investments in innova-
tion across a wide range of technolo-
gies and sectors, from clean energy 
to seaweed aquaculture and carbon 
fi bre production. ... Time is now so 
very short to act that if the rest of the 
world was performing as poorly as 
Australia in reducing its emissions, 
all hope would already be lost.”

We must dump 
the Coalition

Australia has a major respon-
sibility regarding climate change 
because we’re one of the world’s 
biggest coal exporters. A recent study 
predicted that Asian demand for coal 
would rise 50 percent by 2030, and 
Australian coal mining corpora-
tions are determined to profi t from 
that market. The federal government 
controls international trade and could 
limit the export of coal, but the cur-
rent government gets its orders from 
the mining industry.

In the last ten years 81 per-
cent of the mining industry’s polit-
ical donations have gone to the 
Coalition. Morrison’s chief of staff 

John Kunkel was Deputy CEO of 
the Minerals Council of Australia, 
Energy Minister Angus Taylor was 
a mining industry consultant, and 
Environment Minister Mellissa Price 
is a former mining industry lawyer. 
The National Party president Larry 
Anthony’s fi rm lobbies for Shenhua 
Watermark and other coal mining 
companies, and its former presi-
dent, Mark Vaille, is chairman of 
Whitehaven Coal. 

The Party’s former leader John 
Anderson was chairman of coal seam 
gas miner Eastern Star, and former 
coalition energy minister Gary 
West is chairman of BHP- Billiton’s 
Coroona coal project.

Former Coalition energy min-
ister Ian MacFarlane, now Chief 
Executive of the Queensland 
Resources Council, boasts that 
Australian coal has low emission and 
that “... we can have both a strong 
coal industry and reduce carbon 
emissions.”

The National Party’s new leader, 
Michael McCormack agrees, advis-
ing the public “not to listen to gov-
ernment grant-seeking academics 
sprouting doom and gloom about cli-
mate change”

By discarding its National 
Energy Guarantee policy, the gov-
ernment has abandoned all respon-
sibility to reduce emissions from 
electricity generation and won’t join 
other nations who are making further 
cuts to their emissions. The Morrison 
government also wants to sign the 
Trans Pacifi c Partnership trade deal, 
which would allow mining compa-
nies to sue future governments for 

billions in lost profi ts if they intro-
duced laws to regulate mining in 
order to limit emissions 

Consumers are still being 
squeezed by profi t-hungry energy 
corporations that now dominate the 
energy market because of privatisa-
tion of formerly state-owned energy 
systems. The availability of subsi-
dies and domestic battery systems 
is enabling households to leave the 
grid altogether, which reduces the 
profitability of grid-based private 
energy companies. The companies 
are therefore calling for the elimi-
nation of government subsidies for 
solar installations, a move that would 
slow the transition to clean energy 
generation.

To serve the interests of the coal 
industry, the Morrison government 
is also delaying the transition as long 
as possible, even though survival of 
the human race depends on achiev-
ing the transition as soon as possi-
ble. It’s a contradiction stemming 
from the insatiable, irrational greed 
of capitalism.

If Australia is to play its crucial 
role in saving the planet from the cli-
mate change threat, changing the cur-
rent government won’t be enough. It 
will have to be replaced by a party 
or coalition of political forces strong 
and determined enough to overcome 
the enormous power of the fossil fuel 
industries, take national control of 
the energy network, and implement 
the innovations necessary to tackle 
the climate change menace. 

The survival of future genera-
tions depends on us achieving those 
goals. 
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PRESS FUND
Regarding last week’s hurricane that hit Florida, US President 
Trump remarked: “It was a really tough hurricane, the wettest 
we’ve ever seen from the standpoint of water” – a comment not 
likely to inspire confidence in his leadership. The terrible Caribbean 
hurricanes are a symptom of climate change, like Eastern 
Australia’s appallingly prolonged drought. Mankind’s fate rests 
on this generation’s response to the growing climate crisis, and as 
one of the world’s biggest coal exporters Australia has a unique 
responsibility to help meet the challenge. We’ll be covering this issue 
in depth, but we need your support, so please send us a Press Fund 
contribution for the next issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to 
this week’s supporters as follows:
Dr G Dittura $20, “Round Figure” $15, “Rough Red” $5, 
Sparky $10, also GD says Happy Birthday Bob Treasure, and 
here’s $50 for the Fund!
This week’s total: $100 Progressive total: $6,835
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Jillian Mundy

The National Picture: The Art of 
Tasmania’s Black War and Thomas 
Bock exhibitions in Hobart reveal 
a visual record of the island’s fi rst 
people and history of the brutal 
years following invasion.

It was an era when the fi rst pho-
tographic processes were being 
developed and painters were still 
being commissioned to record 
important events and people.

First presented at the National 
Gallery of Australia (NGA) earlier 
this year, The National Picture inte-
grates colonial works of art, some 
rare works by Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people of the time, and some con-
temporary artistic responses.

Aboriginal writer and historian 
Greg Lehman and environmental 
lawyer and historian Tim Bonyhady 
curate it.

The exhibition takes its name 
from The National Picture, a 4 x 
3.3 metre work by colonial artist 
Benjamin Duterrau, about controver-
sial colonial agent George Augustus 
Robinson and the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal people he attempted to 
“pacify” – many consider he swin-
dled them.

The actual painting is lost. 
It was listed as being sold at an 
auction of the artist’s estate to 
Alexander McNaughtan, but then 
the trail goes cold. Lehman consid-
ers it one of Australia’s greatest art 
mysteries.

Duterrau produced several sim-
ilar, but smaller works, including 
The Conciliation, which depicts the 
end of the Black War in 1831, and 
is fi lled with complex visual clues, 
intrigue and symbolism, in the tra-
dition of “grand history” paintings.

The exhibition spans the com-
mencement of the Black War, which 
led to the declaration of martial law 
in Van Diemen’s Land in 1828, the 
beginnings of Robinson’s “Friendly 
Mission”, to Duterrau’s death in 
1851. 

“Tasmania’s visual history has 
much to tell about a period that we 
have been reluctant to properly con-
sider,” Lehman said. 

“The work in this exhibition pro-
vides documentation that is essential 
evidence for an honest engagement 
with our colonial past. The lessons 
learned in Tasmania resonate across 
this continent.”

He considers it one the most 

signifi cant exhibitions to be assem-
bled in Australia ever. 

“It’s the fi rst time that there’s 
been an exhibition that recognises 
frontier wars in the Australian col-
onies. The time has come. I think 
Australians are ready to have these 
conversations. I don’t think govern-
ments are but the general population 
are.”

He said the exhibition is a way 
of helping conservative Australia get 
their heads around what happened 
in the past and do something posi-
tive with that. He said at the time of 
the Black War, no-one denied it was 
happening.

“It’s ridiculous to be pretending 
there wasn’t a war 200 years later. 
What are you trying to do? Rewrite 

history? That’s dishonest,” Lehman 
said.

“And a positive thing is, having 
seen this exhibition, if they’re stand-
ing around the BBQ or at the bar and 
someone says, ‘Don’t talk to me. 
There’s no such thing as Aboriginal 
wars,’ people can say, ‘You know 
what? There was.’

“There’s no point denying it; 
the history’s there, the documents 
are there, the paintings are there, the 
photographs are there. We need to 
now work out what to do with it.”

While the artworks have been 
bought together from around 
Australia and the world to be dis-
played for the fi rst time in Tasmania, 
and the stories of the artists are rel-
evant and interesting, NGA’s Senior 

Curator of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Art, Larrakia woman 
Franchesca Cubillo reminded the 
gathering that the exhibitions are 
about Aboriginal people.

“Aboriginal people from 
Tasmania who had in fact suffered 
and yet were resilient in that suffer-
ing,” Cubillo said.

“When I walked into the exhi-
bition, I saw people, I saw history, I 
saw the black history.”

In the next gallery along is the 
Thomas Bock exhibition, which 
includes a collection of water colour 
portraits of Tasmanian Aboriginal 
people painted in the 1830s and 
‘40s. It is one the best visual records 
Tasmanian Aboriginals have of their 
people from this era.

There will be a guided tour 
through the exhibitions on Thursday, 
November 1, at 11 am, with lead-
ing researcher into Australian colo-
nial art, TMAG Indigenous cultures 
curator Julie Gough. She will dis-
cuss what these works can teach 
about Aboriginal history and their 
contribution to the propaganda of 
Tasmania’s Black War.

The National Picture and 
Thomas Bock will be at the 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery 
in Hobart until Sunday, November 
11.

The National Picture then moves 
onto the Queen Victoria Museum 
and Art, in Launceston opening on 
November 23.
Koori Mail 

Australia

From the Archives The Socialist, November 1980

The Conciliation, 1840, oil on canvas, by Benjamin Duterrau. Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery.

The art of history

Sydney Public Meeting

Say No to the My Health Record (MHR) 
before its too late!

To inform you about the risks and dangers of allowing your confi dential medical records to 
go onto an national electronic database, MHR, which is insecure and outdated.

Dr Con Costa will speak to the issues raised at the Senate Inquiry into the MHR by medical professionals 
and Information Technology (IT), experts. All of us need to make informed decisions about the MHR before 

November 15, the deadline for individuals to “opt out” of MHR.  At the meeting information will be provided 
about how to do this if you choose to “opt out”. Protect your medical privacy and ensure it is not misused by 

big corporations, (like Facebook data), insurance companies and government agencies.

There will be time for questions and discussion afterwards. 

5 pm Sunday October 21
142 Addison Rd Marrickville

Greek Cultural Association

Contact: Frank 0405 804 555
Organised by Innerwest and Beloyiannis branches of the CPA.
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In a formal submission to the coronial 
inquest into the death of construction 
worker Jorge Castillo-Riffo, his widowed 
partner Pam Gurner-Hall has called for the 
establishment of a new, independent safety 
commissioner for South Australia and for 
coronial inquests into deaths at work to be 
mandatory.

Mr Castillo-Riffo was crushed to death 
on the Royal Adelaide Hospital building site 
in November 2014. In a formal submission to 
the coroner, Ms Gurner-Hall and her partner’s 
union, the CFMEU, have made several recom-
mendations that, if implemented, could prevent 
further tragedies.

Ms Gurner-Hall has called for a ten-year 
ban from all government projects for the build-
ing contractors involved, Hansen Yuncken 
and Leighton Contractors (a subsidiary of 
CIMIC Group that has been renamed CPB 
Contractors).

“Jorge’s death was completely avoida-
ble,” Ms Gurner-Hall said. “He died because 
of appalling safety failures by his employer 
and Hansen Yuncken Leighton Contractors, 
who said one thing about safety and did the 
opposite.

“Jorge was frightened; he knew the work 
was dangerous. His experience in the Adelaide 
construction industry taught him not to com-
plain about dangerous work if he wanted a job. 
Hansen Yuncken Leighton Contractors treated 
production speed as more important than 
worker safety.”

The union and Gurner-Hall believe the 
investigation into Jorge’s death was bungled 
by Safework SA, who failed to successfully 
enforce safety through prosecutions or civil 
penalty cases. “The CFMEU has more positive 

impact on workplace safety in the construc-
tion industry than any government agency,” 
Gurner-Hall said.

“Barriers to the CFMEU and other unions 
protecting workers from dangerous workplaces 
must be removed. Unions must be given mean-
ingful rights to protect workers from danger-
ous work.”

The CFMEU submission also called for a 
new regulatory regime to ensure the safety of 
mobile elevated work platforms, and for fund-
ing to assist next of kin navigate the justice 
system.

“It is time to start treating workplace deaths 
as seriously as other tragedies,” CFMEU 
Construction and General assistant national 
secretary Andrew Sutherland said.

“Construction companies have been 
allowed to put profi ts before people’s lives and 
have bent over backwards to avoid account-
ability. In this case, they intentionally breached 
their legal obligation to conduct an investiga-
tion in accordance with their workplace health 
and safety plan and have hidden behind legal 
professional privilege.

“When the safety regulator meets with the 
contractor at a restaurant to discuss the inves-
tigation into a worker dying on their site, you 
know the system is completely broken.

“We need to strengthen safety regulation to 
prevent further deaths, ensure that any death in 
a workplace is investigated by a coroner, and 
provide support to the families who have to 
navigate the justice system while grieving.

“Our recommendations have been care-
fully considered, and we stand ready to work 
with state and federal governments to imple-
ment them.”

In addition to recommendations designed 

to improve the substandard regulation of ele-
vated work platforms and ensure that principal 
contractors are held accountable to WHS man-
agement plans, key recommendations made by 
the union and Gurner-Hall include:
• Mandatory coronial inquests should 

be held into all deaths at work, with a 
mandatory requirement for the reporting 
of any action taken, or proposed to be 
taken, in consequence of any fi ndings and 
recommendations made;

• Families should receive funding to be 
represented;

• An independent safety commissioner 
should be established in SA whose duty 
it is to review, comment and provide 
recommendations concerning the safety 
record of companies who tender for 
government construction contracts work 
over $5 million;

• Hansen Yuncken and Leighton Contractors 
(now known as CPB Contractors) should 
not be awarded any further government 
contracts for at least 10 years;

• SafeWork SA has failed to commence any 
prosecutions or civil penalty proceedings 
for breaches of workplace safety laws that 
do not result in injury or death, and this 
needs to stop;

• The investigation unit of SafeWork SA 
should be disbanded, with investigative 
work given to the police and prosecutorial 
work given to the DPP;

• Introduction of industrial manslaughter 
laws; and

• A judicial inquiry should be held to report 
on measures to stamp out employment 
practices that deter construction workers 
from raising concerns about workplace 
safety. 

Australia

Nauru evicts Doctors Without Borders

Shocking cabin crew assaults

The Nauru government has 
ended the role of Médecins Sans 
Frontières/Doctors Without 
Borders on the island. MSF 
emailed various clients on 
October 6, informing them that 
all MSF services “fi nish today” – 
email below.

According to the MSF website, 
the humanitarian association has 
only operated on the island since 
late 2017: “In agreement with the 
Ministry of Health, we started pro-
viding ‘one door for all’ psychologi-
cal and psychiatric services at the 
end of 2017.”

The end of MSF will add enor-
mously to the distress among 
asylum seekers and refugees on 
the island. International Health and 
Medical Services (IHMS), the gov-
ernment contracted medical services 
provider, is stretched to breaking 
point.

The end of MSF comes in the 
aftermath of Federal Court deci-
sions ordering the Australian gov-
ernment to bring sick refugees to 

Australia for medical assistance that 
is not available on Nauru.

The Nauruan government has 
gone into hyperdrive to try and 
prevent sick refugees being sent 
off the island for medical help. In 
September, the government can-
celled the visa of Dr Christopher 
Jones, the senior medical offi cer 
for IHMS, because they believed 
he was assisting refugees with legal 
cases.

During the Pacifi c Island 
Forum, the Nauru government 
thwarted Federal Court orders by 
preventing an air ambulance landing 
on the island.

In recent days, the Nauru gov-
ernment has also declared that 
anyone attempting suicide is liable 
to arrest. An Iranian refugee last 
weekend was handcuffed and 
arrested by eight Nauruan police 
after they were told that the refugee 
was threatening suicide.

This week, a senior barrister, 
Geoffrey Watson SC, told the ABC 
that the Australian government 

has lost control over off-shore 
processing.

“No doubt the action against 
MSF is because they are perceived 
by the Nauruan government to 
be assisting refugees in the cur-
rent medical emergency that has 
engulfed the offshore prison,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the 
Refugee Action Coalition.

“The offshore detention monster 
created by Australia is indeed out-
of-control. The deliberate distress 
of fi ve years of offshore detention 
has created the medical emergency 
that we are currently witnessing. 
The deliberate harm has created a 
humanitarian disaster.

“It is up to the government to 
evacuate Nauru and Manus Island, 
and bring all asylum seekers and 
refugees to Australia.”

Message from MSF:
Dear MSF client,
We regret to inform you that 

the Minister of Health has notifi ed 

us that MSF services are no longer 
required on the island and therefore 
all of our mental health activities in 
Nauru must stop, effective today, 
Saturday, October 6.

As a consequence, we are sus-
pending our activities as we gather 
more information from the Ministry 
of Health on the rationale for this 
decision and more clarity on the 
alternative plans of mental health 
provisions on the island.

We know this sudden news 
may be very diffi cult to hear and we 
deeply regret any challenges that this 
presents to you, all of our patients, 
and to the community. Please refer to 
this phone number and email should 
you need further information:

Meanwhile, Nauruan police 
have arrested a 36-year-old Iranian 
refugees after he attempted suicide 
on Nauru today (October 9).

The refugee swallowed washing 
powder at the Anibare camp, around 
4:30 pm (Nauru time). Although 

the man was in obvious distress, 
and struggled to stand, instead of 
an ambulance being called, police 
arrived and placed him under arrest.

It is the latest instance of the 
police enforcing the Nauru gov-
ernment edict made last week, in 
response to the medical emergency 
that has overwhelmed medical serv-
ices on Nauru. The edict demands 
that police arrest any refugee who 
threatens or attempts suicide.

It is not known if the police 
sought medical assistance for the 
refugee. The Nauru government 
has attempted to solve the medical 
crisis with draconian measures that 
have made the situation worse, as 
it desperately tries to maintain the 
detention regime that underpins the 
island’s economy.

“Kids Off, Everyone Off, Close 
Nauru, Close Manus” rallies will be 
held in Sydney and Melbourne on 
Saturday 27 October. Contact Ian 
Rintoul 0417 275 713 

Four out of fi ve airline cabin crew experi-
enced sexual harassment from co-workers 
while three out of fi ve experienced it from 
passengers. Reports include serious sexual 
assault, workers being pinned down and 
assaulted, passengers exposing themselves 
to crew, workers being touched on their 
groins and buttocks, highly sexualised com-
ments and degrading comments targeted to 
crew because of their sexual orientation.

Almost 70 percent said they did not report 
the incident with many (56 percent) saying 
they did not think it would be handled appro-
priately, and others (39 percent) even saying 
that they feared reporting it would make the 
situation worse.

“These results are sad and shocking,” 
Transport Workers’ Union national secretary 
Michael Kaine said. “They show that airlines 
are not taking the problem seriously and are 
not supporting workers when they are faced 
with what are daily assaults on them.

“It is clear that a culture exists at airlines to 
at best ignore the problem and at worst protect 
the perpetrators. Today we are lifting the lid 
on this widespread problem and demanding a 
change to the way sexual harassment of cabin 
crew is dealt with.

Almost 80 percent said they did not think 
their company was doing enough to prevent 
sexual harassment at work. Crew experienced 
the incidents while working for all major 

airlines including Qantas, Virgin, Jetstar, 
Tigerair and Alliance Airlines, aviation oper-
ator Cobham and labour recruitment fi rms 
Maurice Alexander Management and Altara.

The TWU has contacted survey respond-
ents and is setting up an emergency working 
group of those who wish to get involved in 
devising solutions to the problem.

“We have had a lot of positive feedback 
from those we have contacted who took part in 
the survey,” said Kaine. “Many people want to 
see this issue exposed and dealt with. It is not 
good enough for airlines to say they have poli-
cies in place to deal with sexual harassment.

“We know there are factors which exac-
erbate this problem for cabin crew: the 

hierarchical nature of their work environment, 
the over-nights that are part of their job and the 
strict dress codes which govern their appear-
ance. Our survey shows there is an endemic 
problem that is subjecting hundreds of men 
and women to the most horrendous treatment,” 
Kaine added.

Of those who did report the incident a 
shocking 84 percent were not satisfi ed with 
how it was handled. Reports include victims 
being dismissed and harassers being protected; 
victims forced to continue working with perpe-
trators after reporting an incident; and victims 
being forced to sit through mediation and take 
phone calls from perpetrators. 

“Appalling failure”
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Thank you for Anna Pha’s front 
page report on the ABC, “Your 
Democracy” (Guardian, October 
3). I am a member of Friends of 
the ABC, but have never regarded 
the ABC as being independent of 
the power structure. It is part of 
the system of control. As Noam 
Chomsky writes, “Propaganda is 
to a democracy, what the bludg-
eon is to a totalitarian state.” And 
much of what the ABC does is 
some sort of propaganda, and full 
of sins of omission.

Back in the 1990s I would reg-
ularly phone up the ABC when it 
would describe East Timor (when 
they bothered to report it at all) as 
“part of Indonesia”, when it was 
under illegal occupation by the 
Indonesian military, the TNI. One 
ABC person I got on the phone was 
honest enough to tell me that because 
both parties recognised East Timor 
as part of Indonesia, that is how it 
was being reported. So, to heck with 
international law, Australian civil 
society and the East Timorese them-
selves and their brave resistance to 
the bloody illegal occupation.

The same holds today. If some-
thing is agreed by “both sides 
of politics” (both major capital-
ist parties) then it will hardly be 
reported, if at all. So the human 
rights violation of holding people 
indefinitely in detention, which 
the UN describes accurately as 
torture, on Manus and Nauru, is 
hardly reported. West Papua is not 
reported, environmental destruction 
by Australian mining companies 
is not reported, the persecution of 
Julian Assange is hardly reported 
(even though he is an Australian 
citizen). There is no discussion of 
the alliance with the US.

As Anna Pha points out, there is 
some reporting by Four Corners that 
has resulted in Royal Commissions.

Collective action at the ABC is 

way overdue, in my opinion. There 
needs to be an immediate review 
of the blatantly political appoint-
ments of Tom Switzer (head of the 
IPA) and Amanda Vanstone (former 
Liberal minister of immigration, with 
a shameful record) as presenters and 
supposed program makers, on Radio 
National.

It is naive, I think, to pretend 
that the ABC can be free from the 
structure of concentrated wealth and 
power that exists within. But we can 
fi ght to get more space for civil soci-
ety, for ordinary people and their 
interests in the ABC.

One thing that really annoys 
me, and indicates the true situa-
tion at the ABC, is the refusal of 

people at the ABC to answer letters 
from the public. Not so long ago I 
sent an Open Letter to members of 
all three boards at the ABC, and the 
presenters and executive producers I 
thought might respond.

No replies. Silence. Basically 
the letter asked why there was so 
little reporting of Australian human 
rights violations, and environmental 
destruction. In 1938 in Austria, the 
media faced a violent Nazi regime. 
My Open Letter asked ABC broad-
casters, respectfully, what their 
excuse was.

Ultimately, the ABC, many 
believe, needs to be under some form 
of community control, bypassing 
government and therefore the mining 

companies, if it is to be in any way 
“independent”.

The corruption of the ABC is 
sometimes reported as some sort 
of victimless crime. It is not. An 
appropriate protest, I believe, would 
be to pile up 12 pretend corpses in 
front of the main entrance of the 
ABC Centre in Ultimo (which the 
public can no longer enter). Those 
12 bodies would represent the 12 
deaths at the hands of the Australian 
state on Manus and Nauru. Innocent 
people. The ABC hardly reports the 
violations, never in the words of 
Behrouz Boochani who is actually 
there, and the ABC never reports the 
public protests against what is being 
done in our name.

I do want to pay tribute to the 
people at the ABC who are obvi-
ously doing what they can to 
expose abuses of power at the 
ABC and outside it. Please act col-
lectively ... you have the public 
behind you.

We have to struggle for an ABC 
that is relevant and responsive, and 
reports on Australian government 
(and opposition) human rights vio-
lations, as well as the environmen-
tal crimes (such as Australia’s huge 
climate chaos coal exports) and 
does not cover them up. We need a 
Friends of the ABC that is a whole 
lot bigger and a whole lot more mil-
itant. I write as someone who is a 
member of that organisation. 

Australia

Taking Issue – Stephan Langford

Become a Friend

Perth: Frack Free Rally
Richard Titelius

In Perth at lunchtime on October 12 over 300 people rallied outside the 
state Parliament calling for the government to release a report from the 
WA Fracking Inquiry which it has been sitting on since September 12, when 
the Inquiry handed the fi nal report to the WA Labor government of Mark 
McGowan. 

The Fracking Inquiry was commissioned in November 2017, under the pro-
visions of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and the government has had a 
month to consider its fi ndings and recommendations. The government has said it 
was still considering the recommendations from the report before releasing it to 
the public.

The rally was organised by Frack Free WA and was well attended by a diverse 
cross-section of the community including farmers, church and community groups, 
trade unions including the CFMEU, MUA and United Voice and representatives 
from Aboriginal groups as far away as the Kimberley who opposed fracking on 
their land as it destroys water resources, their culture, the environment: the release 
of methane gas in the fracking process contributes to global warming.

A petition with thousands of signatures called on the government to not only 
continue with the moratorium reimposed on fracking earlier this year but to per-
manently ban fracking in WA and instead pursue the development of renew-
able energy. The petition was presented to Greens WA Upper House MP, Robin 
Chappell who has been an outspoken critic of fracking in the Kimberley region of 
WA which is his electorate.

One of the speakers at the rally was South Australian farmer David Smith 
who took out a loan for $100,000 to make a movie on fracking, Piped Dreams, 
Fractured Lives after he became so concerned about the consequences of fracking 
on the aquifer beneath his land. Smith warned that in South Australia only 4.6 per-
cent of the land is suitable for intensive agriculture and that he was astonished the 
government was allowing fracking to proceed in this small portion of arable land.

The Communist Party of Australia calls on the McGowan government to 
release the report of the WA Fracking Inquiry as soon as possible and the perma-
nent banning of fracking in WA. 
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Brave New World Revisited … a
Dan Glazebrook

Sixty years ago this year, Aldous Huxley 
published Brave New World Revisited, 
which concluded that the real world was 
moving towards the future predicted in his 
classic dystopian novel much more quickly 
than he had fi rst imagined.

Brave New World, published almost three 
decades earlier, foresaw a future in which 
social control had been perfected through a 
mixture of cultural dumbing down, genetic 
engineering and the prodigious use of recre-
ational drugs and no-strings sex. Unlike that 
other classic of dystopian fiction (George 
Orwell’s 1984), Brave New World proved pro-
phetic in its description of a world in which 
acquiescence to authority would be purchased 
through mindless consumerism, rather than 
imposed with bludgeon and baton.

As he wrote in Revisited: “It has become 
clear that control through the punishment of 
undesirable behaviour is less effective, in the 
long run, that control through the reinforce-
ment of desirable behaviour by rewards, and 
that government through terror works on the 
whole less well than government through the 
non-violent manipulation of the environment 
and of the thoughts and feelings of the individ-
ual men, women and children.” In the world of 
his fable, he noted, “punishment is infrequent 
and generally mild,” adding that “It now looks 
like the odds are more in favour of something 
like Brave New World than of something like 
1984” emerging.

The fi rst element of control in Brave New 
World was prenatal manipulation; that is to say, 
the “systematic practice of eugenics and dys-
genics.” All babies were test tube babies, with 
“biologically superior” sperm and ova fused 
together to produce Betas, Alphas and Alpha 
Pluses. These would become the adults des-
tined to inherit political and economic con-
trol: the future brains and leaders of the Brave 
New World. At one point, the Resident World 
Controller of Western Europe is asked the 
obvious question of why everyone is not made 
Alpha Plus.

“Because we don’t wish to have our throats 
slit,” comes the reply. To this end, “biologi-
cally inferior” sperm and ova were treated to 
the Bokanovsky Process, where they would be 
deliberately treated with alcohol and other pro-
tein poisons to retard their development. These 
would grow into the “epsilon” workers used for 
menial and monotonous labour.

“Free and frequent”
Huxley said, “The creatures finally 

decanted were almost subhuman; but they 
were capable of performing unskilled work 
and, when properly conditioned, detensioned 
by free and frequent access to the opposite 
sex, constantly distracted by gratuitous enter-
tainment and reinforced in their good behav-
iour patterns by daily doses of soma, could be 
counted on to give no trouble to their supe-
riors.” After all, the Controller adds, Alpha 
Pluses would go mad with epsilon work.

In his 1958 study, Huxley seemed to go 

back on his forecast of such genetic manipu-
lation, writing that “Babies in bottles and the 
centralised control of reproduction are not per-
haps impossible; but it is quite clear that for a 
long time to come we shall remain a vivipa-
rous species breeding at random. For practi-
cal purposes genetic standardisation may be 
ruled out.”

Just 20 years later, Louise Joy Brown, 
the world’s fi rst “test tube baby”, was born. 
Of course, this was still a long way from 
the complete abolition of wombs and state-
controlled selective breeding of his fable; 
but the steady increase in prenatal screen-
ings underway today – pushing towards the 
potential elimination of conditions like Down 
Syndrome – are leading to a level of genetic 
selection which even Huxley had perhaps 
been too quick to rule out.

A second method of social control was 
through the ubiquitous use of drugs; namely 
Soma, a cure-all providing bliss, visions, or 
sleep depending on dosage; and all at “no 
physiological or mental cost.”

“The Brave New Worlders,” Huxley tells 
us, “could take holidays from their black 
moods, or from the familiar annoyances of 
everyday life, without sacrifi cing their health 
or permanently reducing their efficiency.” 
Furthermore, the use of Soma was “not a pri-
vate vice, it was the very essence of the Life, 
Liberty and Pursuit of Happiness guaranteed 
by the Bill of Rights.”

Updating Marx, Huxley noted that in the 
Brave New World, Opium – or at least Soma 
– was the religion of the people; for “like reli-
gion, the drug had power to console and com-
pensate, it called up visions of another, better 
world, it offered hope, strengthened faith and 
promoted charity.”

World Controllers
Soma was an essential weapon in the 

armoury of the World Controllers, pacifying 
and distracting the citizenry from the meaning-
lessness inanity of their emotionally numbed 
existence. “Chemically induced euphoria,” 
Huxley wrote, functioned as “a substitute for 
the satisfaction of feeling oneself free and 
creative.”

In the real world, the prospect of drug-
ging their subjects was also too tempting to be 
ruled out. After all, says Huxley, a ruler “could 
ensure himself against political unrest by 
changing the chemistry of his subjects’ brains 
and so making them content with their servile 
conditions. He could use tranquilisers to calm 
the excited, stimulants to arouse enthusiasm 
in the indifferent, hallucinates to distract the 
attention of the wretched from their miseries.”

The only question was, how would a ruler 
get his subjects to ingest them? “In all proba-
bility,” he answered, “it will be enough merely 
to make the pills available.” Mass self-medica-
tion would surely follow.

Fast forward to today and it is clear how 
prescient Huxley’s words were. Legal drugs 
such as Ritalin are routinely prescribed to 
schoolchildren to maintain order in the class-
room by suppressing the natural desire to run 
about; whilst Prozac provides on-tap inocula-
tion against the emotional impact of a depress-
ing and dispiriting societal malaise.

Meanwhile, despite pervasive prohibition 
(or, rather, because of it), illegal drugs of all 
kinds are now more or less freely available. 
The alleged facilitation of the crack epidemic 
by the CIA – ostensibly as a means of funding 
the illegal Contra war against Nicaragua, but 
just as useful as a means of destroying social 
cohesion and political solidarity amongst the 
black working class – has been well docu-
mented. Meanwhile, the other by-products of 
prohibition – exponentially increased profi ts 
which underpin the global banking system, the 
feeding of human souls into the prison-indus-
trial complex, and the empowerment of brutal 
gangs who can often be harnessed to impe-
rial foreign policy – are just as benefi cial to 

ruling class interests. Huxley had not neces-
sarily foreseen how prohibition could create 
the availability he predicted alongside all these 
additional uses; but in terms of the ubiquity of 
self-medication, he was prophetic.

It is worth noting, however, that Huxley 
was no simplistic moraliser when it came to 
drugs. He was in fact quite an advocate of the 
spiritual uses of psychedelics, his second most 
famous work – the Doors of Perception, a vivid 
portrait of a mescaline trip – becoming practi-
cally the bible of the hippy movement. Huxley 
was no more opposed to psychedelic drugs on 
principle than he was to sex – rather, he fore-
saw how both could be de-sacralised and used 
to paper over the cracks in an emotionally dys-
functional society.

Which brings us to sex. The Brave New 
World is one in which thought and reading are 
frowned upon, the quest for meaning replaced 
by a never-ending parade of no-strings sex. 
Monogamy is seen as the “enemy of civili-
sation” whilst “promiscuity is the rule,” its 
citizens remind each other, and “romance is 
degenerate.” Emotion, intelligence, family – all 
are viewed as affl ictions, brakes on individual-
ity; even the very word “mother” is considered 
obscene. “Own-time”, as it’s called, is frowned 
upon; the most damning indictment of the lead-
ing protagonist Bernard – the clearest evidence 
of his weirdness – is that he “actually chooses 
to spend time on his own.” Sex is completely 
detached from emotion, and instead functions 
as both pleasurable distraction and indicator of 
status and success.

“Infliction of pleasure”
Ultimately it is this – not a beating from 

the police – that leads to Bernard’s co-option. 
Bernard is an Alpha Plus civil servant who 
fi nds fame and fortune following his discovery 
of “John the Savage”, a rugged and uncondi-
tioned literate who personifi es the old world 
of Christian morality and knowledge-seeking, 
and gets promptly paraded around like a circus 
animal. Bernard’s newfound adulation follow-
ing this “discovery” provides him with a pass 
to “sessions” with high-status women.

In contrast to 1984’s lead character 
Winston – who is ultimately co-opted through 
fear and torture – Bernard’s co-option thus 
takes place as the growing wealth, recognition 
and sex he receives following his “discovery” 
naturally tend to blunt his critical outlook on 
society – raising the question of whether his 
initial rebelliousness was anything more than 
jealousy in the fi rst place. In sum, control in the 
Brave New World is achieved almost entirely 
by consent; its citizens cowed by what Huxley 
calls “the infl iction of pleasure.”

But, often forgotten in the popular memory 
of the book, the Brave New World does not 
span the globe. Parallel to the zone of consent, 
there is a zone of coercion. Outside the lands of 
relentlessly vacuous hedonism lie the deprived 
“reservations” in which the poor and indige-
nous are hemmed in by electric fences. No seri-
ous conditioning takes place there, marriage 
and family occurs, “monstrous superstitions” 
such as Christianity and ancestor worship are 
practiced; it is a place, the tour guide explains, 
where “infectious diseases, priests and venom-
ous lizards” are rampant.

Yet the savages are perfectly tame, a result 
of their having been subjected to plenty of tor-
ture and starvation. And there is no escape 
from the reservations: those born there are con-
demned also to die there, adding, perhaps, to 
the piles of corpses at the boundary left by the 
desperate souls who have attempted to scale 
the fence.

Corpses
Our hedonist wonderlands too are ringed 

by corpses: the corpses of those who would 
dare to fl ee the rampaging militias, broken 
societies and mass dispossession bequeathed 
the third world by NATO and the IMF. In 
the 10 years preceding the 2015 refugee 

crisis in Europe, 23,000 had already per-
ished making the desperate crossing across 
the Mediterranean, whilst hundreds die each 
year on the US border with Mexico. And, as 
climate terror, economic crisis, and war make 
ever larger swathes of the world uninhabitable, 
these numbers are set to grow exponentially. 
Far-right parties across the Western world 
are already coming to power promising to 
make the fences impenetrable; to ensure, that 
is, that the pile of corpses continues to grow. 
Following suit this month was Jean-Claude 
Juncker, announcing a new army of 10,000 
border guards to this end.

There was one major aspect of the modern 
world, however, that Huxley missed. In the 
neo-feudal Brave New World, you are born into 
your allotted role, and conditioned to accept 
it. “The secret of happiness,” its proponents 
explain, “is liking what you have to do.” In our 
world, however, it is not the fatalistic comforts 
of feudalism that prevail, but the lies of neo-
liberalism. People, by and large, inherit their 
future position – class, status, income – from 
their parents. But everywhere – by the most 
well-meaning of teachers as much as by the 
most cynical of advertising executives – they 
are conditioned to believe that they are respon-
sible for their own condition.

The corollary of “you can be whatever you 
want” is that ‘whatever you are is your own 

“Chemically induced euphoria [functioned as] 
a substitute for the satisfaction of feeling 
oneself free and creative.”
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fault”. This basic myth of the modern world 
has succeeded, not in making everyone happy 
with their lot in life, but in ensuring they blame 
themselves for their predicament; if you fi nd 
yourself in a dangerous, dead-end, or under-
paid job, it must be because you are too stupid, 
lacking in talent or indolent to secure, or 
indeed deserve, anything else.

This systemic production and reproduction 
of self-loathing – such an integral feature of 
contemporary life – was not a component of 
the Brave New World. And for this reason, the 
refugee plays a different role.

In Huxley’s dystopia, the wretched inhabit-
ants of the reservations – personifi ed by “John 
the Savage” – were objects of amusement, 
absurd relics of a long-supplanted life. For the 
overstimulated and under-fulfi lled citizens of 
the West, however, the refugee is a canvas on 
which to project the unwanted and uncomfort-
able parts of our own psyche – a vessel to carry 
that part of ourselves we are taught to loathe, 
the part that seeks emotional security, decent 
housing, sustainable well-paid employment, 
but yet secretly believes we are really not enti-
tled to it.

Splitting off this confl icted craving from 
ourselves, we need to throw it at someone else, 
someone who can plausibly take on the role of 
the undeserving seeker of security. Enter the 
refugee.

Unlike 1984, Brave New World understood 
the splitting of the world into a zone of consent 
and a zone of coercion, in which consent could 
be obtained in the one precisely because coer-
cion had been exported to the other. Yet the 
split in fact goes much deeper than this – into 
the very centre of our souls.
RT – Russia Today 
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again

Jan Rocha

His opponent is Fernando Haddad, candi-
date of the left wing PT, Worker’s Party, 
who secured 29 percent of the vote last 
week. Although voting is obligatory in 
Brazil, 20 percent failed to cast their vote, 
while 10 percent spoilt or left it blank.

This was an election full of surprises. The 
biggest of all was how, in just a few months, a 
rather uninspiring congressman, known only 
for hate speech and offensive remarks, man-
aged to sweep into fi rst place. Ignoring tradi-
tional means of communication, Bolsonaro’s 
campaign relied heavily on social media, 
including a barrage of “fake news” about 
Haddad.

He successfully presented the image of 
a strong leader who would impose law and 
order in a country where violence and crime 
claim dozens of lives every day. Last year over 
60,000 Brazilians were murdered, a death toll 
higher than any other country, including those 
with civil wars.

He also tapped into the widespread, often 
visceral anti-PT sentiment, which has grown 
as a result of corruption investigations involv-
ing high-ranking party members, including ex-
president Lula, who is now serving a highly 
disputed 12-year sentence for his alleged 
crimes. An openly anti-PT media landscape 
contributed to this demonisation.

But in Brazil’s poorest parts, the Northeast 
Region, Lula remains a hero because of the 
material improvements his government brought 

to people’s during its eight-year tenure, like 
electricity, water cisterns, family allowances 
and access to education.

As the imprisoned Lula was barred from 
running in this election, the north-eastern 
electorate voted overwhelmingly for the PT 
replacement candidate, ex-Education Minister 
Fernando Haddad.

Yet even in this solidly PT area, some 
voters decided to give Bolsonaro their vote. 
For although Bolsonaro has been a congress-
man for almost 30 years, he successfully sold 
himself as the anti-establishment candidate 
to a population fed up with a political system 
steeped in corruption, graft and horse-trading.

Brazilians are also angry about the reces-
sion that began under Lula’s successor, 
Dilma Rousseff, and continued after she was 
impeached on trumped-up charges in 2016.

Lula’s government, helped by booming 
commodity prices, had seen social mobil-
ity and millions lifted out of extreme poverty 
through social programs.

Today 13 million people are unemployed, 
millions more live from odd jobs and extreme 
poverty has returned, with a rise in infant mor-
tality and avoidable diseases.

Bolsonaro offers quick and easy solutions 
to these problems: lowering taxes, selling off 
state companies, relaxing gun laws for “good” 
citizens. His supporters do not seem worried by 
his lack of a coherent program of government, 
or by his inexperience in an executive role.

Instead landowners are delighted with his 
promises to stop the demarcation of Indigenous 

lands and open them up to economic exploi-
tation. And most of the evangelical churches, 
who now count almost 30 percent of the popu-
lation as members, applaud his anti-abortion, 
anti-LGBTQI stance.

Bolsonaro is nostalgic for the days of 
the 21-year-long dictatorship, which ended 
in 1985. His running mate is a reactionary 
retired army general and he wants to appoint 
military offi cers as ministers. Schools would 
become military colleges with emphasis on 
discipline.

After the election results were announced, 
Fernando Haddad immediately called for dem-
ocratic forces of all parties to unite around him 
and defeat fascism. He promised that his gov-
ernment would look out for the poorest and 
weakest members of society.

Traditionally, the winner of the fi rst round 
in Brazilian elections goes on to win the 
second round. Haddad now faces an uphill task 
in overcoming anti-PT sentiment, exposing the 
fl aws in Bolsonaro’s project, and proposing a 
pragmatic programme of his own to deal with 
unemployment and crime. He is not helped by 
a media which often insists on equating the two 
sides as equally “extremist”.

In the simultaneous elections for Congress 
the PT emerged as the largest party, although 
far short of a majority, and the party elected 
several state governors in the Northeast.

A number of Indigenous and black rep-
resentatives were also elected, including 
Brazil’s fi rst female Indigenous federal con-
gresswoman, Joênia Wapixana. It is almost 40 
years since an Indigenous person sat in Brazil’s 
Congress. In Rio three ex-aides to the mur-
dered councillor Marielle Franco were elected 
to the local assembly.
New Internationalist 

Brazil

A fascist President?

Fernando Haddad, candidate of the left wing PT, Worker’s Party.

Extreme right wing candidate Jair Bolsonaro, an ex-army captain who has 
defended torture and dictatorship, won the first round of Brazil’s presidential 
election, but his total of 46 per cent fell short of the 50 per cent of the valid votes 
needed. There will be a final round on October 28.
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WT Whitney

Turmoil reigns in Venezuela. A 
story serves to illustrate and to 
introduce the report presented 
here. The Communist Party of 
Venezuela (PCV) on its website 
claims that the national police in 
Táchira state recently arrested 
and tortured PCV member José 
Luis Daza, who remains in prison 
in Caracas. The location of the 
incident near the Colombia-
Venezuela border points to the 
role of Colombia in undermin-
ing the government of President 
Nicolás Maduro.

According to the PCV statement, 
the police were intent upon secur-
ing “a false accusation” from Daza 
against Yhon Luna, for whom he is 
an assistant and who is a member of 
the PCV Central Committee and the 
Tachira Legislative Council.

The PCV, a long-time supporter 
of the Bolivarian Revolution now 
headed by Maduro, alleges that Luna 
is of interest to the police because, as 
a member of a regional justice and 
human rights commission, he was 
dealing with accusations of corrup-
tion, smuggling, and bribery against 
local police and the military. His 
release is demanded.

A new way
Now survival of the socialist 

movement founded by the late Hugo 
Chávez, president of Venezuela from 
1999 until his death in 2013, is very 
much in question. Over a year ago, 
opposition forces, having tried in 
one way or another to remove the 
Bolivarian government, resorted to 
an iron fi st.

Their operatives had orchestrated 
a failed coup against Chávez in 
2002; induced corrupt offi cials and 
unionists to shut down operations 
at the state-owned PDVSA oil com-
pany in 2002-03; experimented with 
a separatist plot in oil-rich Zulia state 
in 2008; mounted an electoral oppo-
sition to compete for votes, despite 

divisions; backed violent, anti-gov-
ernment street demonstrations that 
morphed from violence during the 
Chávez era to wholesale killings in 
2014 and 2017, during Maduro’s 
time.

US operatives smoothed the 
way for the 2002 coup. Over many 
years, the National Endowment for 
Democracy and USAID arranged for 
millions of dollars to be distributed 
among youth groups, politicians, and 
right-wing organizations. The fund-
ing, aimed at advancing US infl u-
ence, went toward enabling electoral 
and street-fi ghting capabilities.

Despite the destabilisation 
campaign and mounting economic 
crisis leading to shortages and 
inflation, Maduro’s government 
endured. He won re-election to the 
presidency in May 2018, helped 
along by opposition disunity and 
voter abstention.

Three recent news items signal 
a change of gears. First, the New 
York Times on September 9 featured 
a front page article describing meet-
ings during the past year between 
US offi cials and Venezuelan military 
plotters who were seeking advice and 
assistance. They apparently received 
nothing, but the article gave no 

indication such meetings wouldn’t 
occur in the future, nor did it suggest 
that the idea of military collaboration 
was off limits.

A Times editorial soon appeared, 
titled “Stay out of Venezuela, Mr 
Trump,” which declared, “President 
Maduro has to go, but an American-
backed coup is not the answer.” 
It asked for “a more intelligent 
approach” and, possibly, increased 
economic sanctions, according to 
one commentator.

Additionally, dissident mili-
tary and police offi cers took things 
into their own hands: In 2017 gov-
ernment ministries in Caracas were 
assaulted (with a helicopter), mili-
tary bases were attacked in Valencia 
and in Miranda state, and in January 
2018 the Cuban embassy was hit. 
On August 4, 2018, plotters, soldiers 
among them, used armed drones to 
attack Maduro and other offi cials 
attending a Caracas event honouring 
the National Guard. They survived. 
Authorities have identifi ed dozens 
of suspects and have jailed 28. The 
intellectual author of the attack, a 
former National Assembly head, was 
based in Colombia and training for 
the attack took place there.

Then President Trump took 
centre stage. Speaking at the United 
Nations, he revived the idea of for-
eign military intervention, warning 
before the General Assembly of “fur-
ther action” and remarking at a press 
conference that Venezuela’s gov-
ernment is “a regime that, frankly, 
could be toppled very quickly by the 
military if the military decides to do 
that.”

US leaders had already threat-
ened Venezuela with possible mil-
itary intervention, among them 
Trump, former Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson, and Florida Senator 
Marco Rubio. Luis Almagro, secre-
tary general of the Organisation of 
American States, recently joined in.

Realities
Almagro’s announcement gained 

attention. Bolivian President Evo 
Morales observed that, “Attacking 
Venezuela is attacking Latin 
America.” In a turn to “pragma-
tism,” all but three member states 
of the anti-Bolivarian Lima Group 
of Western Hemisphere nations 
criticised Almagro’s position. 
(Almagro helped create the Lima 
Group in 2017; its purpose is to iso-
late Venezuela diplomatically and 
provide support for US economic 
sanctions.)

The prospect materialised also 
of a bloody repression of Bolivarian 
sympathisers. And uncertainty reigns 
as to who might govern, and how, 
after the Maduro government is 
removed. According to one observer, 
the opposition has “shown itself to 
be incapable, ineffective, and with-
out proposals.”

What with military intrusion of 
the usual sort looking to be unfeasi-
ble, humanitarian intervention with 
military characteristics emerged as 
an option. After all, shortages and 
infl ation have caused Venezuelans 
extreme hardship, even suffering. 
Goods people need are costing 100 
percent more every month. They 
are often unavailable because things 
can’t be imported. That’s because of 
US sanctions and reduced availabil-
ity of dollars, required for importing 
goods. Dollars are short because of 
infl ation and diversion into the black 
market.

An early end to the economic 
crisis is unlikely. Venezuela’s GDP 
has sharply contracted; a 15 per-
cent drop is expected for 2018, US 
sanctions introduced in August 2017 
caused a $6 billion decline in oil rev-
enues and a 37 percent reduction in 
oil production.

Distress and desperation in 
Venezuela have fuelled migration. 
That dimension of the catastrophe 
signals to foreign onlookers that 
action may be required. According 
to United Nations fi gures, 2.3 million 
Venezuelans are living abroad now; 
as of February 2018, 600,000 of 
them were in Colombia. Discussion 
of humanitarian intervention thus 
involves Colombia.

Surely, Colombia’s national 
leaders, who recently concluded a 
50-year war with leftist rebels, who 
are allied with the Unites States, 
and whose right-wing orientation is 
strong, are less than enchanted by a 
socialist government next door.

Colombian paramilitaries have 
crossed regularly into Venezuela to 
commit murder and mayhem and, 
on one occasion, to attempt to kill 
Chávez. Colombian authorities 
allow smugglers to market subsi-
dised Venezuelan goods. The United 
States maintains a strong military 
presence in Colombia, complete 
with airbases. Colombia, with US 
encouragement and together with 
Peru, Guyana, and Brazil recently 
bolstered its military strength along 
Venezuela’s borders.

In January 2018, Venezuelan 
government and opposition nego-
tiators, meeting in the Dominican 
Republic, had reached agreement 
on issues dividing them. Then 
the opposition took the call from 
Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos. “Don’t sign,” he said. They 
didn’t.

Within hours of President 
Trump’s address to the United 
Nations, the UN Council of Human 
Rights issued a resolution calling 
upon Venezuela to accept humanitar-
ian aid. Units of the Colombian air 
force adopted a state of readiness. 
They were supposedly responding 
to Venezuelan troops having con-
centrated at the Venezuela-Colombia 
border. 

That deployment prompted US 
Vice President Pence to warn the 
Venezuelan government “not to test 
the resolve of the President of the 
United States or the American people 
in this regard.”

Revolution at risk
In summary: survival of the gov-

ernment of Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro, custodian of that 
nation’s Bolivarian Revolution, is at 
extreme risk. It confronts economic 
turmoil, is unable adequately to meet 
people’s needs, and is besieged by 
foreign enemies. There are two fur-
ther points of explanation.

What causes human distress 
in Venezuela and what might be 
the impact of military intervention 
billed as humanitarian? Lawyer and 
scholar Alfred–Maurice de Zayas 
recently submitted a report on eco-
nomic and humanitarian aspects of 
the crisis to the Offi ce of the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. It goes to the heart of the 
assault on Venezuela and establishes 
responsibilities.

Suffering and disruption in 
Venezuela, he asserts, stem from: 
1) “the century-old dependence on 
the sale of petroleum” and “devas-
tating” effects of falling oil prices; 
2) “19 years of economic war”; 3) 
“fi nancial blockade”; and 4) effects 
of economic sanctions since 2015, 
“which have immensely aggravated 
the scarcity of foods and medicines.”

Moreover, sanctions “amount to 
crimes against humanity.” De Zayas 
warns that “economic sanctions kill,” 
also that, “humanitarian crisis can 
be misused as a pretext for military 
intervention.”

Furthermore, media bias 
impinges upon the course of events. 
A report on migration presented 
recently by the Latin American 
Centre for Strategic Analysis makes 
the point. Author Gabriele Kuehnle 
notes that by 2016 over 2.6 million 
Colombians, not counting children, 
were living in other countries, mainly 
Venezuela. He cites ex-Colombian 
President Andrés Pastrana’s estimate 
that because of Colombia’s civil 
war almost fi ve million Colombians 
migrated to Venezuela over the 
course of 30 years. There, they’ve 
received government-supplied social 
services. Kuehnle points out that so 
far in 2018, 250,000 Colombians 
have joined refugees from 
Venezuela arriving in Colombia. 
Many Colombians returning from 
Venezuela “have never lived a single 
day” in Colombia.

This is an untold story. Anti-
Venezuela prejudice in fact per-
vades the US and European media. 
A recent survey of slanted report-
ing emphasises the spread between 
what’s reported and actual context. 
It’s essential reading.
People’s World 

On counter-revolution
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Aleks Estimov

We hear it all the time: bees populations around the 
world are drastically declining, but it turns out that 
there is an exception to this global trend. Today organic 
honey is one of Cuba’s main exports. The country is a 
kind of a bee paradise and the explanation behind this 
really shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone. For 
many years we’ve been talking about the very negative 
effects that pesticides have on bees and other native 
pollinators. Cuba gives us a chance to take a look the 
future of organic agriculture and observe its benefi ts.

The negative effect of the fall of the Soviet Union on 
Cuba’s economy turned out to be a blessing in disguise for 
nature on the island. Since Cuba couldn’t afford to buy pes-
ticides anymore they were forced to look for an alternative 
and turned to organic farming. It took time before the coun-
try started to reap its rewards, but the government didn’t 
change its policy and today this is paying off. Bee popula-
tions in Cuba are thriving and since the country is pesticide-
free all the honey produced is marketed as organic. Honey 
is now Cuba’s fourth most valuable export.

Meanwhile, around the world the declining bee popu-
lation has become a serious problem. Most countries are 
intensely using pesticides, many of which have been known 
to kill bees and other pollinators. Bee farmers from across 
the United States, Canada and Europe have raised their con-
cerns over the effects of pesticides and neonicotinoids in 
particular on the bees.

The problems that honey (and fruit) producers in the 
West are going to face might be bad news for us, but it will 
certainly be good news for Cuban farmers who believe that 
the business is just picking up, they are sure it will only 
expand.

Are we going to be smart enough to learn from the 
Cuban example and do our best to shift our agricultural 
practices? The benefi ts of respectful farming techniques 
are not just going to affect the bees, but the entire ecosys-
tem, including our own health. We can and should support 
organic, permaculture and small-scale farming through our 
daily consumer choices. We should also push for action 
from our governments for harsher regulations on pesticide 
and herbicide use as well as for more subsidies for truly 
sustainable food production.
People’s World 

International

Cuba’s bees

Communist paper shut down

Turkish opposition warns of arrests

India’s communists have vowed 
to fi ght “legally and politically” to 
defend freedom of the press after 
a state’s BJP government shut 
down the party newspaper.

Tripura, which the Hindu nation-
alist party took control of from the 
communist-led Left Front earlier this 
year, has cancelled the registration 
of the Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) title Desher Katha 
after it had been published for 40 
years, causing the loss of 200 jobs.

The paper was closed on a tech-
nicality relating to a problem in its 
registration details, but the CPI-M 
says the decision was political and 
that fl aws in the registration process 
would usually result in a paper being 
asked to correct them rather than 
ordering it to stop printing.

CPI-M news site People’s 
Democracy said the closure was the 
“culmination of a series of attacks on 
the newspaper ever since the BJP-led 
coalition government assumed offi ce 
six months ago” which included the 
distribution network refusing to take 
the paper as well as physical attacks 
on vendors and bundles being seized 
and burned.

“The Desher Katha and the 
CPI-M will not be cowed by this 
anti-democratic attack,” it pledged, 
saying that “the right to publish a 
newspaper and to convey news and 
views to the people is a fundamen-
tal right assured in the constitution ... 
[this] is a warning that no rights are 
safe under the BJP regime.”

The CPI-M politburo said the 
newspaper’s closure is “on fl imsy 

and dubious grounds. This is a 
brazen attack on freedom of the 
press,” while the paper’s former 
editor Gautam Das said the “ille-
gal gag” was the consequence of its 
“bravely exposing the ruling-class.”

Following its election victory, 
BJP supporters unleashed a wave of 
violence against CPI-M members in 
Tripura, with the party complain-
ing to India’s central government as 
early as March that “1,539 houses 
were attacked, 196 set on fi re, 134 
party offi ces attacked.”

The BJP’s street wing, the RSS, 
is held by the CPI-M to be account-
able for numerous violent and some-
times lethal attacks on political 
opponents across India.
Morning Star 

Steve Sweeney

Turkey’s opposition People’s Democratic 
Party (HDP) has warned that the arrest 
and detention of hundreds of its activists 
and MPs is aimed at paralysing the party 
ahead of next year’s local elections.

HDP vice co-chair Hisyar Ozsoy, MP for 
the south-eastern city of Diyarbakir, vowed 
that the “political struggle” would continue 
“until we build a democratic country” for all, 
despite the clampdown which saw more than 
200 detained in the last week.

He said violent police raids took place 
across several provinces, with HDP support-
ers detained on trumped-up charges, including 
some related to posts on social media.

“Such political pressures on the HDP and 
the Kurds have become a widespread prac-
tice before general and local elections to par-
alyse the HDP as a political rival.

“And it is surely not a coincidence 
that before each such mass police opera-
tion, [ruling party] AKP offi cials, especially 
President Erdogan, have portrayed the HDP 
as a target to be eliminated.

“After June 24 elections, Erdogan threat-
ened HDP members and supporters by 
saying: ‘Those who support the HDP to enter 
the parliament will be brought to account’,” 
Mr Ozsoy pointed out.

Last week, 49 HDP administrators 
and members were arrested in raids when 
police smashed down the doors of homes in 

Ankara, Mus, Agri, Mardin and Urfa prov-
inces. Those taken into custody included 
the Batman province co-chairs Nizamettin 
Toguc and Berivan Helen Isik, with the latter 
allegedly beaten by security force personnel 
during her arrest.

A further 120 HDP members and sup-
porters were arrested, including Diyarbakir 
party co-chair Mehmet Serif Camci and 
administrators of the Democratic Society 
Congress (DTK). Journalists were also held 
in the raids across Turkey.

HDP offi cials expect more arrests as the 
Justice and Development Party (AKP) and 
its far-right nationalist coalition partner the 
MHP try to eliminate all opposition ahead of 
the March 2019 poll.

Mr Ozsoy told the Star: “We expect that 
the AKP-MHP alliance will continue to make 
use of such unlawful police violence and the 
power of the courts to silence any dissent-
ing voice in the country in the run-up to the 
elections.

“Those who think that they can intimidate 
the HDP with such pressures should look at 
the results of June 24 elections, before which 
thousands of our administrators and members 
were arrested.

“Our political struggle will continue until 
we build a democratic country for all sectors 
of the society in Turkey.”
Morning Star 
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Reducing stigma

This World Mental Health Day – October 
10 – was the biggest yet in Australia, with 
more than 700 organisations, companies, 
community groups and charities taking 
part, as well an offi cial Guinness World 
Record Attempt in Wagga Wagga to raise 
awareness and reduce stigma.

The Do You See What I See? cam-
paign encourages people to make a 

#MentalHealthPromise and shed a more posi-
tive light on mental health in a bid to reduce 
stigma for the one in fi ve Australians who are 
affected by mental illness annually.

More than 700 organisations engaged 
with the campaign, which has also seen more 
than 20,000 mental health promises made by 
individuals at www.1010.org.au.

Year-on-year the interest in World Mental 
Health Day continues to grow and to me that’s 
a clear sign that we are reducing stigma, and 
more and more people are prepared to talk and 
hopefully seek help.

We’ve seen a huge increase in the partici-
pation of workplaces over the last two years, 
and have tailored our messaging accordingly 
to encourage people to shed a more positive 
light on mental health at work.

We know from our recent Investing to 
Save Report with KPMG that investment in 
workplace initiatives could save the nation 
more than $4.5 billion, and to see some of 
the biggest employers in the country engage 
with this year’s campaign, is a clear sign that 
people are becoming more and more aware of 

just how important it is to look after mental 
health and wellbeing in the workplace.

Mental Health Australia has also linked 
up with the Wagga Wagga City Council and 
Bunnings Warehouse to attempt a Guinness 
World Record for the most number of people 
wearing high visibility vests in one location.

Aimed to again shed a positive light, and 
raise the visibility and awareness of mental 
health in a community, particularly amongst 
young men, tradies, farmers and their fam-
ilies, the high-viz world record attempt in 
Wagga on World Mental Health Day has 
already seen the people of the Riverina come 
together.

We often speak about mentally healthy 
communities and this fun Guinness World 
Record Attempt has been a great opportunity 
to engage with, and unite the people of Wagga 
Wagga for a common goal.

Frank Quinlan
Mental Health Australia CEO

Counting the cost
The following are some of the charges 
incurred by an elderly lady (Mary) with 
dementia in a gated aged-care village (she 
passed away last year).

When she wandered and was brought back 
(almost always by a member of the wider com-
munity) $42 fee to take her back to her room.

Paid a monthly fee of $2,000 despite 
having bought her villa for $220,000.

A single load of washing cost $13.50 plus 
an extra $10 for linen.

A non-emergency call on an attendant 
during daylight hours, $12. After the sun had 
gone down, $25.

If she required any “personal service” – 
assistance after a fall – $41.

To apply a dressing a to an injury from the 
fall, $50.50 per hour.

Making a pathology booking, $12.75 each 
time.

Replacing a lightbulb, $9.30.
Jo Dunleavy

Wodonga

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

The ABC is currently running a series of 
campaign spots promoting it as a sort of 
national icon. Fair enough, I hear you say. 
And so it is, but bear with me. Utilising the 
services of several prominent actors and 
other public fi gures, these TV spots appear 
to have been created by a well-meaning ad-
agency. Although they utilise such popular 
sentiments as nostalgia, cultural pride and 
even patriotism, the only line they plug – 
with a rather heavy hand, it must be said 
– is that the ABC is important. Now that is 
certainly incontrovertible, However, they 
consistently – and conspicuously – neglect 
one highly relevant argument in support of 
that contention. Have you noticed how no 
one in any of the spots ever mentions that 
the ABC is our national public broadcaster?

For private enterprise, broadcasting is 
nothing more than an aid to the profi t-making 
business of marketing, a powerful medium 
for advertising anything from soap powder to 
funeral insurance. But actually, the ABC was 
established with a charter that emphasised 
broadcasting’s alternative role: as an educa-
tional and cultural medium.

The ABC eschewed advertising with 
such determination that when I worked there 
and they found themselves saddled with the 
American variety show, The Spike Jones Show 
we had to excise from every episode all the 
many product placements it contained (and 
they were legion: they popped up in the middle 
of interviews, during musical numbers, any-
where and everywhere. Some episodes had to 

have so many cuts they lost almost half their 
length!)

There’s no profi t in public broadcasting, 
of course, so the privately owned media who 
make their money from advertising, have 
endeavoured to belittle the ABC ever since it 
was established, portraying it as elitist, stuffy, 
old-fashioned, and out of touch. In recent 
years, Liberal Party governments in particu-
lar have savagely cut its budget and regularly 
decried its supposed “left-wing bias”. 

The ABC’s original charter is a basically 
fi ne document which upholds the high ideals 
of broadcasting as a public service, a power-
ful means of improving the human condition. 
It is a pity that those responsible for the current 
PR campaign – which is presumably intended 
to defend the ABC against further cuts by the 
Liberal government – did not have the gump-
tion to make public broadcasting itself an issue 
in their campaign.

It would have given the campaign a much 
stronger focus and also, I am sure, increased 
traction among the public themselves.

On Mock The Week last Saturday, the 
middle class comics who make up the panel 
once again exercised their wit in attacking 
British Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn for sup-
posedly being anti-Semitic. This exemplifi es a 
well known fact: that if you repeat a lie often 
enough, a lot of people will come to believe 
that it is in some way “established fact”.

A case of, if you hear it everywhere, it 

must be true. But it is not. Jeremy Corbyn is 
not anti-Semitic. He is opposed to the criminal 
actions of the racist government of Israel and 
is not afraid to say so. For that, the extremely 
well organised pro-Israel lobby in all the devel-
oped capitalist countries has targeted him with 
the slur that he is anti-Semitic. It is ironic, and 
also revealing, that Israel accuses its critics 
of racism, while it practises blatant racism in 
its own dealings with the Palestinian people 
whose homeland the Israelis have illegally 
seized and occupied.

Speaking of irony: did you notice how US 
Vice President Mike Pence not only accused 
China of “reckless harassment” of US warships 
sailing without invitation through Chinese 
waters and along China’s coastline, but also 
asserted in tones of horror that “Beijing has 
mobilised covert actors, front groups and 
propaganda outlets to shift Americans’ per-
ceptions of Chinese policies.” In other words, 
he accused China of doing what the US (with 
British help) has been doing in Hong Kong.

And of course, not only in Hong Kong but 
in Syria, Ukraine, Venezuela and anywhere 
else where the US government fears that US 
corporate rule might be in danger of being 
ousted in favour of regimes more in tune with 
the needs and wishes of their people.

But as Vice President, Pence is only doing 
his job in trying to ramp up paranoia in the 
US against China. His boss, Donald Trump 
knows that the corporate heavyweights who 
put him in the White House want that particular 
paranoia fostered because it is good for their 

specifi c business interests. Fostering fear of the 
Chinese powerhouse also allows the US gov-
ernment to enact more legislation curbing dem-
ocratic rights while pretending to the American 
people that it is protecting their interests and 
defending their security.

Closer to home, however, the US campaign 
to foster anti-China paranoia is being slavishly 
followed by the Australian government, even 
though it runs counter to Australian capitalists’ 
own business interests, a major factor infl u-
encing Julie Bishop’s resignation as Foreign 
Minister.

Wild rumours are started in all sorts of 
places alleging that the Chinese Communists 
are seeking and gaining influence among 
Chinese students in Australia, and not just 
among Chinese students. All Australian uni-
versity campuses are apparently under attack 
by these cunning Orientals! Disingenuously, 
government spokespersons and right-wing 
think tanks discover that Chinese investment 
in Australia comes with strings attached (Oh, 
and American investment doesn’t?).

I refuse to believe that the Australian 
people are so gullible they will believe that 
buying Chinese-made computer technology, 
highway-constructing equipment, rolling stock 
or indeed anything else to help our infrastruc-
ture development, will lead to the overthrow of 
civilisation as we know it.

Mike Pence was right when he spoke of 
“reckless harassment”. He just had the wrong 
side being reckless. 

Keeping the ABC public and “reckless harassment”

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland
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WASHINGTON: Preventing an 
extra single degree of heat could 
make a life-or-death difference 
in the next few decades for mul-
titudes of people and ecosystems 
on this fast-warming planet, an 
international panel of scientists 
has reported. But they provide 
little hope the world will rise to 
the challenge.

The Nobel Prize-winning 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change issued its gloomy report 
at a meeting in Incheon, South 
Korea. In the 728-page document, 
the UN organisation detailed how 
Earth’s weather, health and eco-
systems would be in better shape if 
the world’s leaders could somehow 
limit future human-caused warming 
to just 0.9 degrees Fahrenheit (a half 
degree Celsius) from now, instead of 
the globally agreed-upon goal of 1.8 
degrees F (1 degree C). Among other 
things:
• Half as many people would suffer 

from lack of water.
• There would be fewer deaths and 

illnesses from heat, smog and 
infectious diseases.

• Seas would rise nearly 0.1 metres 
less.

• Half as many animals with back 
bones and plants would lose the 
majority of their habitats.

• There would be substantially 
fewer heat waves, downpours and 
droughts.

• The West Antarctic ice sheet 
might not kick into irreversible 
melting.

• And it just may be enough to save 
most of the world’s coral reefs 
from dying.

“For some people this is a life-
or-death situation without a doubt,” 
said Cornell University climate sci-
entist Natalie Mahowald, a lead 
author on the report.

Limiting warming to 0.9 degrees 
from now means the world can keep 
“a semblance” of the ecosystems we 
have. Adding another 0.9 degrees on 

top of that – the looser global goal 
– essentially means a different and 
more challenging Earth for people 
and species, said another of the 
report’s lead authors, Ove Hoegh-
Guldberg, director of the Global 
Change Institute at the University of 
Queensland, Australia.

But meeting the more ambitious 
goal of slightly less warming would 
require immediate, draconian cuts 
in emissions of heat-trapping gases 
and dramatic changes in the energy 
fi eld. While the UN panel says tech-
nically that’s possible, it saw little 
chance of the needed adjustments 
happening.

In 2010, international negotiators 
adopted a goal of limiting warming 
to 2 degrees C since pre-industrial 
times. It’s called the 2-degree goal. 
In 2015, when the nations of the 
world agreed to the historic Paris cli-
mate agreement, they set dual goals: 
2 degrees C and a more demanding 
target of 1.5 degrees C from pre-
industrial times. The 1.5 was at the 
urging of vulnerable countries that 
called 2 degrees a death sentence.

The world has already warmed 1 
degree C since pre-industrial times, 
so the talk is really about the differ-
ence of another half-degree C from 
now. “There is no defi nitive way to 
limit global temperature rise to 1.5 
above pre-industrial levels,” the 
UN-requested report said. More than 
90 scientists wrote the report, which 
is based on more than 6,000 peer 
reviews.

“Global warming is likely to 
reach 1.5 degrees C between 2030 
and 2052 if it continues to increase 
at the current rate,” the report states.

Deep in the report, scientists say 
less than 2 percent of 529 of their 
calculated possible future scenarios 
kept warming below the 1.5 goal 
without the temperature going above 
that and somehow coming back 
down in the future.

The pledges nations made in the 
Paris agreement in 2015 are “clearly 
insuffi cient to limit warming to 1.5 
in any way,” one of the study’s lead 

authors, Joerj Roeglj of the Imperial 
College in London, said.

“I just don’t see the possibil-
ity of doing the one and a half” and 
even 2 degrees looks unlikely, said 
Appalachian State University envi-
ronmental scientist Gregg Marland, 
who isn’t part of the UN panel but 
has tracked global emissions for dec-
ades for the US Energy Department. 
He likened the report to an academic 
exercise wondering what would 
happen if a frog had wings.

Yet report authors said they 
remain optimistic.

Limiting warming to the lower 
goal is “not impossible but will 
require unprecedented changes,” 
UN panel chief Hoesung Lee said 
in a news conference in which sci-
entists repeatedly declined to spell 
out just how feasible that goal is. 
They said it is up to governments to 
decide whether those unprecedented 
changes are acted upon.

“We have a monumental task in 
front of us, but it is not impossible,” 
Mahowald said earlier. “This is our 
chance to decide what the world is 
going to look like.”

To limit warming to the lower 

temperature goal, the world needs 
“rapid and far-reaching” changes in 
energy systems, land use, city and 
industrial design, transportation and 
building use, the report said. Annual 
carbon dioxide pollution levels that 
are still rising now would have to 
drop by about half by 2030 and then 
be near zero by 2050. Emissions 
of other greenhouse gases, such as 
methane, also will have to drop. 
Switching away rapidly from fossil 
fuels like coal, oil and gas to do this 
could be more expensive than the 
less ambitious goal, but it would 
clean the air of other pollutants. And 
that would have the side benefi t of 
avoiding more than 100 million pre-
mature deaths through this century, 
the report said.

“Climate-related risks to health, 
livelihoods, food security, water 
supply, human security and eco-
nomic growth are projected to 
increase with global warming” the 
report said, adding that the world’s 
poor are more likely to get hit 
hardest.

Princeton University climate 
scientist Michael Oppenheimer said 
extreme weather, especially heat 

waves, will be deadlier if the lower 
goal is passed.

Meeting the tougher-to-reach 
goal “could result in around 420 mil-
lion fewer people being frequently 
exposed to extreme heat waves, and 
about 65 million fewer people being 
exposed to exceptional heat waves,” 
the report said. The deadly heat 
waves that hit India and Pakistan in 
2015 will become practically yearly 
events if the world reaches the hotter 
of the two goals, the report said.

Coral and other ecosystems are 
also at risk. The report said warmer 
water coral reefs “will largely 
disappear.”

The outcome will determine 
whether “my grandchildren would 
get to see beautiful coral reefs,” 
Princeton’s Oppenheimer said.

For scientists there is a bit of 
“wishful thinking” that the report 
will spur governments and people to 
act quickly and strongly, one of the 
panel’s leaders, German biologist 
Hans-Otto Portner, said. “If action is 
not taken it will take the planet into 
an unprecedented climate future.”
People’s World 
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2018 is an incredibly important 
year for health: the UK’s National 
Health Service (NHS) turns 70 
years old. This is an opportunity 
to both celebrate “the most civi-
lised step any country had ever 
taken” and renew our attention 
on overcoming the problems 
– underfunding, privatisation, 
“private fi nance initiative” – that 
threaten its existence.

At the same time, but with 
less fanfare, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) is celebrating 
the 40th Anniversary of the Alma Ata 
Declaration. Like the founding of the 
NHS, the Alma Ata Declaration was 
a watershed moment in global health 
– and it continues to nourish and 
inspire social movements around the 
world due to its positive, holistic and 
radical approach to health.

The Alma Ata Declaration 
came out of the fi rst International 
Conference on Primary Health Care 
in 1978. Firstly, it signalled a shift 
towards a social model of health. 
This meant promoting primary 
health care as the means for achiev-
ing “health for all”, for all countries. 
Primary health care sounds familiar, 
but it’s much more radical than the 
name suggests, putting community 
involvement at the heart of health 
services.

This framework recognises the 
need for culturally and technologi-
cally appropriate health services, 
and focuses on the social and eco-
nomic determinants of poor health – 
water, food, nutrition – and placing 
health central to social and economic 
development. 

It’s a far cry from top-down ver-
tical, technological fi xes which dom-
inated the global health agenda in 
the 1950s and ‘60s, and which con-
tinue to dominate today. Quick, cost-
effective, public health interventions 
became the norm as they are an 
easier sell than building health sys-
tems and empowering communities, 
and taking the necessary preventa-
tive measures to ensure health for all.

Secondly, Alma Ata called for a 

political response to ensure the goal 
of achieving health for all was real-
ised. To achieve this, the official 
declaration, signed off unanimously 
by all members of WHO, explicitly 
recommends a shift from militari-
sation to peace, and a redistribution 
of power from the Global North to 
the Global South, lending its support 
to, and drawing inspiration from, 
the calls for a New International 
Economic Order (NIEO).

It’s a staggeringly utopian and 
powerful document, built on years of 
research that had demonstrated that 
primary health care approaches were 
the best way to improve health. And 
like the founding documents of the 
NHS, it is a reminder of how far we 
have been blown off course over the 
last 40 years.

In the same way that the NHS 
vision of universal public health 
care has been progressively under-
mined, so has the inspiring vision of 
the Alma Ata Declaration. Both have 
been progressively weakened by 
neo-liberalism, backed into a more 
corporate and less ambitious model 
of health care. As we rightly renew 
our calls for the NHS to be restored, 
we must renew our commitment to 
the same lofty ambitions for global 
health too.

Almost immediately after it was 
signed off, the Alma Ata Declaration 
and the commitment to primary 
health care were attacked. A year 
later, at a meeting of international 
donors and aid agencies, the con-
cept of “selective” primary health 
care appeared, reintroducing top-
down, technologically driven health 
programmes and public health inter-
ventions. These could be measured, 
evaluated – and controlled – by 
donor governments and agencies 
much more easily than the more neb-
ulous primary health care approach 
which insisted on community partici-
pation and intersectoral approaches.

And whilst the rhetorical com-
mitment to primary health care was 
arguably never matched with funding 
commitments and reforms, it never 

really had the chance to get off the 
ground.

Not long after this, the ideal-
ism of the Alma Ata Declaration 
was subsumed as rising infl ation, 
debt crises and recessions across the 
Global South resulted in the impo-
sition of structural adjustment poli-
cies. This reduced health budgets 
and forced governments to adopt an 
approach to health care that was a far 
cry from Alma Ata’s commitment to 
social justice. It’s a story familiar to 
most of us: the crisis of US hegem-
ony was quickly averted and neo-lib-
eralism won out, to the detriment of 
the world’s poor and the prospects of 
genuine human development.

The triumph of neo-liberalism in 
global health governance becomes 
clear when we compare the draft 
Alma Ata 40 declaration due to be 
presented later this year and the orig-
inal declaration. Gone are the calls 
for a New International Economic 
Order and reducing the gap between 
the “haves” and the “have-nots”, and 
gone are the calls for reduced mili-
tary spending. Whilst the draft Alma 

Ata 40 does reaffi rm its commit-
ment to primary health care, which 
is to be applauded, it does so in the 
context of achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 
2030 agenda, which themselves have 
been subject to criticism for failing 
to take account of the very imbal-
ances of power that are fundamen-
tal to the analysis underpinning the 
original Alma Ata Declaration.

Whilst the draft Alma Ata 40 
document commits to reversing 
the “unregulated expansion” of the 
private sector and rising costs, it’s 
highly unlikely that this will trans-
late into action when the UHC 2030 
agenda is dominated by the likes 
of the World Bank which have pro-
moted “health sector reform” and the 
role of the private sector in health 
for decades. The parallels with the 
UK are obvious. Whilst politicians 
commit to maintaining the NHS, uti-
lising its spirit for political gain, they 
often fail to challenge the fundamen-
tal ideologies that undermine it.

Fortunately, there are activists 

around the world keeping the spirit 
of Alma Ata alive. This year, the 
People’s Health Movement (PHM) 
will convene in Bangladesh for 
the 4th People’s Health Assembly. 
There, activists will again reaffi rm 
the words of Halfdan Mahler, the 
WHO Director-General responsible 
for the radical Alma Ata Declaration, 
who continued to insist that “unless 
we all become partisans in renewed 
local and global battles for social 
and economic equity in the spirit of 
distributive justice, we shall indeed 
betray the future of our children and 
grandchildren”.

So whilst the NHS celebra-
tions get the headlines in the UK, 
we should join the activists at the 
People’s Health Assembly and learn 
from them as they continue the 
struggle to achieve health for all, 
recognising that this is impossible 
without tackling the biggest obsta-
cle to health justice – neo-liberalism 
and unjust global power imbalances 
that create and recreate poverty and 
poor health.
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40 years after 
the Alma Ata Declaration
In September, 1978 a major international conference on primary 
health care was held in the Kazakh city Alma Ata (now renamed 
Almaty). The Alma Ata Declaration called for “Health for All 
by 2000”. Matthew Bramall recounts the radical goals of the 
Declaration – and how they were undermined by neo-liberalism 
and structural adjustment policies.


