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Workers United

Will never be defeated

After 52 days, six picket lines across five
sites, and more than 1,500 courageous
striking workers, the Alcoa dispute has
ended with AWU (Australian Workers’
Union) members securing the job security
provisions they were seeking.

The new agreement endorsed last week
ensures permanent full-time workers cannot
be replaced by contractors, labour hire, casual,
or part-time workers.

Richard Titelius reports:

On September 24 the CPA WA Branch vis-
ited the Alcoa picket line in Kwinana. Party
President Vinnie Molina delivered a message
of solidarity.

Workers covered by an Enterprise
Bargaining Agreement with Alcoa were into
the seventh week of their picket outside two
bauxite mining sites at Huntley and Willowdale
near Pinjarra and three refineries at Pinjarra,
Wagerup near Waroona and at Kwinana. The
union representing the 1,500 workers, the
AWU, began negotiations with Alcoa nearly
two years ago.

At the time of the Party branch visit, work-
ers were waiting for an outcome of negotia-
tions between their union and Alcoa about the
picket and the shape of their conditions and
rights.

One of the workers, Tony, told me one of
the biggest problems the AWU has with the
proposal is Alcoa’s position to strip hard won
employment conditions and rights from the
Enterprise Bargaining Agreement. Alcoa also
wants to introduce powers for the employer to
use forced redundancies and to exclude from
being specified in job descriptions.

Alcoa would be able to use people to
undertake work on lower pay scales to do
higher level work with no requirement to pay
them according to their knowledge, skill and
ability.

Alcoa wants to remove all union structures
within the Alcoa workforce which currently
has a union convenor whose job it is to attend
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to union business on all work sites at all times.
With the abolition of the convenor the situation
would revert back to elected delegates who are
only allowed to use 16 hours on union busi-
ness per week.

In relation to health and safety workers
must be constantly vigilant to the risks and
hazards such as chemical exposure from the
smelting process. Many workers at the refiner-
ies have suffered burns from the caustic soda
used in the smelting and cleaning process.
Each shift currently has its own Occupational
Health Safety and Welfare delegate which is
usually a trained union member.

The aging infrastructure and exposure to
other chemicals and chemical processes also
presents hazards including increasing numbers
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of leaks from corrosion and movement of pipes
and tubing.

The workers at a mass rally agreed to
retain the same EBA with the same struc-
tures but with no wage rises for three years.
But when the offer was communicated up the
chain all the way to the head office of Alcoa in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania it was rejected.

The Alcoa workers have been disappointed
with the lack of coverage by the mainstream
media of their strike, picket lines and rally out-
side the Fair Work Commission (FWC) in the
second week of September, in the Perth CBD,
where for four consecutive days the work-
ers were there with their banners and leaflets.
Where the dispute did feature, however, was
in social media as concerned members of the

Join the movement

Find your local event or organise your own!
changetherules.org.au

public uploaded images of the workers’ rally
outside the Fair Work Commission.

Tony said the threshold that enables
employers to go to the Fair Work Commission
in order to shift employees from their
Enterprise Bargaining Agreement is quite low.
The FWC is seen as an institution set up pre-
dominantly to ensure the interests of capital are
met: in the last financial year 2016-17 Aloca’s
profit was US$1.1 billion.

The AWU members took indefinite pro-
tected industrial action as Alcoa had applied
to the FWC to have their current terms and
conditions terminated. The AWU represent-
ing the striking workers met with the man-
agement in the days leading up to September
28, in an effort to resolve the dispute and
protect the conditions and rights attached to
their EBA.

The Communist Party of Australia joins
with ACTU Secretary Sally McManus and the
rest of the Australian union movement in con-
gratulating the Alcoa workers and their fami-
lies on their victory and resolve.

The unity and solidarity of the workers
and their families demonstrated that the col-
lective strength of the organised working class
is the force which can be successful in defend-
ing workers’ rights, wages and conditions. &
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No march to the drums of war

Australia’s coalition government has allocated $200 billion
for military development over 20 years. Although our popula-
tion is small, we’re the world’s 19th biggest arms exporter. Our
$35 billion military budget is bigger than that of any Southeast
Asian nation, and is due to rise to 2 percent of Australia’s gross
domestic product by 2020.

Apart from “big ticket” items like the 72 F-35 fighter aircraft,
nine frigates and a new submarine fleet, the government’s shop-
ping list includes 211 reconnaissance vehicles, 1,100 lightweight
Hawkei armoured vehicles, supply trucks, troop carriers, heavy
tanks, drones, helicopter troop carriers, and mobile hospitals.

Australian universities are offered contracts to develop training
programs in military robotics and autonomous systems. But the
government also wants the Defence Department to control the
transfer of all research information, not just that relating to the
military, from Australian universities to overseas institutions.

Military propaganda emphasises defending Australia against
foreign aggression. But in the 73 years since WWII we’ve entered
into numerous overseas wars, almost always for the United States.

Those wars have involved countries with limited military ca-
pabilities. But Michael Shoebridge, Australian Strategic Policy
Institute director, recently commented: “If [our] army faces an
adversary who has transformed its approach to technology, it
is very likely that our small army will suffer very large combat
losses ... The US no longer has a large technological advantage
... neither do we.”

The solution, according to the arms industry, is to regain that
advantage. However, technologically well-armed nations include
nuclear-armed China or Russia. The idea of preparing for war
against either of them is insane, but that’s the direction of current
US and Australian policy.

Shoebridge also warns about underdeveloped nations acquir-
ing weapons like “low-cost swarming technologies”, which could
inflict unacceptably high casualty rates on Australian troops. He
observed enthusiastically that for Australia “much deeper use of
semi-autonomous lethal and non-lethal systems in and around the
combat front lines ... reduces the need for modern militaries to
expose their people in this ‘bleeding edge’ of combat.”

But the real enemy, the military industrial complex, is already
here. For them, war is a question of military procurement eco-
nomics. They promote and profit from war and ignore its hideous
human cost.

Military analyst Richard McGregor recently observed:
“Australia and other Asian countries are only able to increase their
defence spending because they are benefiting from the growth of
China’s economy. In ... order to defend themselves against China
they actually need China to succeed.”

But those who benefit directly from military spending are the
military corporations, not the ordinary people of Australia and
other Asian nations.

Australia’s Chief of Army, Rick Burr, who acted as Deputy
US Army Commander in the Pacific, says Australia constitutes a
strategic bridge between the Indian and Pacific Oceans, and our
military development should focus on north-western Australia.

That would facilitate the launch of strikes against North Korea
or China by the US. On the strength of promises by US President
Trump, North Korea has now eliminated part of its military fa-
cilities but the US and its allies still conduct annual war games
around its land and maritime borders.

Under Trump’s administration, Japan and other countries are
boosting military spending, and Japan is considering amending
its constitution to allow it to invade other nations. The Australian
government’s massive military spending will now include space
and cyber warfare. The Queensland government has set up Defence
Industries Queensland to promote military industrial development
there.

Australia’s current military development centres on aggres-
sion against other countries, rather than defence of this one. The
implications are potentially disastrous. Left unchecked, the policy
will result in a never-ending state of war with other nations, on-
going military and civilian casualties, and the impoverishment
of non-military sectors of the national economy, including health
and education.

Australia hosts the key US tracking facility at Pine Gap, as
well as military facilities used by the US in northern Australia.
That makes us a strategic target, with potentially catastrophic
civilian casualties if we’re dragged into a US-led war with China,
North Korea or Russia.

We must dump the coalition and vote in a government with an
independent policy dedicated to peaceful development, genuine
defence rather than aggression, and above all the pursuit of world
peace.
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Amazon’s

The announcement that Amazon will raise wages in
the USA and UK shows that the company’s workers
are starting to win the argument for fair treatment,
says the ITF.

However, while this move is welcome, it has only
been made after widespread criticism of Amazon’s
employment model, and serious problems remain across
the company’s transport supply chain — including in
Australia.

Research by the International Transport Workers’
Federation (ITF) shows that Amazon spends more on
transport and logistics than most of the world’s largest
transport companies. In addition to its warehouse opera-
tions, it directly runs van delivery and air freight serv-
ices and uses a vast subcontracted trucking network, as
well as moving huge volumes of goods through ocean
shipping.

Although some workers will receive a pay rise as a
result of these measures, they stop well short of creating
an employment model that respects basic worker rights.

wage slaves

ITF general secretary Stephen Cotton said: “All
Amazon workers across the world deserve decent pay
and conditions, and crucially the right to be repre-
sented at the negotiating table by independent unions. If
Amazon was serious about reform it would make sweep-
ing changes to its transport supply chain.

“That would mean overhauling the employment
status of Amazon Flex drivers, who work under ‘pay per
delivery’ contracts that are among the most precarious
in the gig economy. It would mean enforcing a credible
due-diligence system across its trucking supply chain to
ensure that labour standards are upheld. And it would
mean only using shipping lines covered by ITF agree-
ments, as this is the only way to prevent labour viola-
tions at sea.

“Amazon has a long way to go until it can be consid-
ered a truly responsible employer. Along with our allies
across the labour movement, transport unions worldwide
will continue piling pressure on the company until that
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the history of class struggle.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The history of all hitherto existing societies is

day arrives.” &

Marx.

Sydney
A evening of inspivational songs from

George Mann

with guests

The Sydney Trade Union Choir and duo Christina Mimmocchi & Greg White

Thursday 6-8 pm October 18

Auditorium Unions NSW
377 Sussex Street Sydney

George Mann is a name synonymous with union struggles and
social history through his labour and protest music.
Www.georgemann.org
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Sydney Vigil

STOP
USA BLOCKADE
| ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

\

\
\\ 12:30 pm Saturday October 20

Sydney Town Hall

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

weh www.cpa.org.au
emal cpa@cpa.org.au
phone 02 9699 8844

PRESS FUND

Last week a proper row broke out after radio shock-jock (and horse stud owner) Allan Jones verbally
attacked the Opera House chief executive officer on radio after she declared, very reasonably, that

the world heritage-listed building shouldn’t be used as a billboard for a horse race. We don’t allow
advertising on the ABC, and our other iconic national institutions should also be free of this degrading
crass commercialisation. At last count, an on-line petition against the Opera House advertising proposal
had over 230,000 signatures. We recommend adding your signature, but you should also send us a Press
Fund contribution for the next issue if you possibly can, because we really need your help. Many thanks to
this week’s supporters as follows:

Donna and Maria $50, Dr G Dittura $20, Max Hunt $50, “Round Figure” $15, “Rough Red” $5,
Sparky $10, G Spiers $100, Eddie Seymour $25

This week’s total: $275 Progressive total: $6,735
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Greed unto the grave

Anna Pha

“Why did it happen?”, the Royal
Commission into Misconduct in
the Banking, Superannuation and
Financial Services Industry asks
in its interim report. “Too often,
the answer seems to be greed —
the pursuit of short term profit
at the expense of basic standards
of honesty. How else is charging
continuing advice fees to the dead
to be explained,” the Commission
concludes.

The Commission has got to the
essence of capitalism — the pursuit
of private profit no matter what suf-
fering it causes or how corruptly the
financial institutions behave. The
pubic hearings did reveal a few of
the thousands of examples of the suf-
fering the financial institutions have
caused through their illegal, corrupt
and dishonest practices.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg drew
the amazing conclusion that the
financial institutions had put profits
before people!

However, it did not require the
spending of millions of dollars of
taxpayers’ money and heart-wrench-
ing public hearings to discover this.

The pub test or a reading of
Lenin’s Imperialism: the Highest
Stage of Capitalism was all that was
needed. Lenin’s work would also
have explained the source of the
power of finance capital and hence
why the big banks and insurance
companies are “too big to fail” and
“too big to touch”.

Profit-driven

“From the executive suite to the
front line, staff were measured and
rewarded by reference to profit and
sales.”

The public hearings revealed a
litany of horror stories — of fraud,
dishonesty, of theft of people’s prop-
erty, of loans that could never be
repaid, payment for services that
were never delivered and corruption.

The law requires them to “do all
things necessary to ensure” that the
services they are licensed to provide

are provided “efficiently, honestly
and fairly,” the Commission said.
“Much more often than not, the con-
duct now condemned was contrary
to law.”

But they have treated the law
with contempt; that they have noth-
ing to fear from breaching regula-
tions or the law. As Richard Denniss
from the Australia Institute points
out, there is nothing to stop our reg-
ulators from being as focused on pre-
venting malfeasance in the banking
sector as they are when it comes to
welfare overpayments.

“When misconduct was revealed,
it either went unpunished or the con-
sequences did not meet the serious-
ness of what had been done. The
conduct regulator, ASIC [Australian
Securities and Investments
Commission], rarely went to court to
seek public denunciation of and pun-
ishment for misconduct.

“The prudential regulator, APRA
[Australian Prudential Regulation
Authority], never went to court,” the
report noted, shifting much of the
blame onto the “enforcer” and the
financial sector “regulator.”

“Much more often than not,
when misconduct was revealed, little
happened beyond an apology from
the entity, a drawn-out remediation
program and protracted negotiation
with ASIC of a media release, an
infringement notice, or an enforce-
able undertaking that acknowledged
no more than that ASIC had reasona-
ble ‘concerns’ about the entity’s con-
duct. Infringement notices imposed
penalties that were immaterial for the
large banks.”

Power of finance
capital

Labor Treasurer Paul Keating
commenced the privatisation of the
Commonwealth Bank in 1991 and
deregulation of the financial sector.
State insurance offices were priva-
tised during the 1990s.

This opened the way for a free-
for-all for the private sector as well
as the newly privatised institutions.
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Australian banks, as far as returns on
equity are concerned, are amongst
the most profitable in the world.

The finance sector (banking,
insurance, investment, etc) holds 56
percent of the wealth of the ASX top
100 Index. (As measured by capital-
ised value) (S&P/ASX 20 List).

The power of finance capital is
principally derived from the vast
amount of capital it has at its dis-
posal. It can decide what investments
go ahead and bankrupt corporations,
farmers and individuals.

The pubic hearings of the Royal
Commission have illustrated how
inhumanely it exercises some of its
powers against farmers, small busi-
nesses and individuals in the pursuit
of private profits.

What now?

The interim report also asks
“what now”, but does not provide
solutions to rectify the situation.

Instead it asks a host of questions
with particular reference to banks,
loan intermediaries (eg brokers) and
financial advice. Superannuation is
not dealt with in this report.

From the Archives

Guardian, May 1993
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One of the themes that comes
through is the question of simpli-
fying the law as if this might solve
the problem. It won’t. It is not the
cause. Changing the regulations or
law will not eliminate the capitalist
profit motive. Far more fundamental
change is required.

As a first small step, the finan-
cial institutions that committed the
crimes and the individuals responsi-
ble should be subjected to appropri-
ate penalties including jail sentences
and massive fines. They should be
forced to fully compensate the vic-
tims of their crimes for their losses
and suffering.

APRA and ASIC have proven to
be paper tigers. They should be shut
down and replaced by new, well-
funded bodies with greater powers
led by people not afraid to impose
the law.

But even such measures will not
be enough as long as the scourge of
private profit remains.

People before profits

The Communist Party of
Australia is calling for the separation

Brishane
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of financial advisers, investment
managers and banks. Banks should
be limited to their banking role as
intermediaries handling savings and
loans.

As a first step towards complete
nationalisation of the financial sector,
the CPA is also calling for a People’s
Bank, a public insurance office and
national superannuation fund.

These should be publicly owned
and managed with strong social char-
acteristics that focus on services for
their clients. They should be run
along democratic lines with elected
boards, including representatives of
trade unions and other community
groups.

Such institutions would put the
interests of their clients/members
first and play a progressive role in
the community assisting states with
loans at reasonable rates for the con-
struction of public housing, schools
and other public infrastructure.

The Royal Commission invites
the public, financial institutions and
advocacy groups to make submis-
sions by October 26 in response to
its report. &

““KARLA MANOLI ORELLANA

Co-ordinator Australian Solidarity for Latin America

EULALIA REYES DE WHITNEY

Convenor. Australian Venezuela Solidarity Network
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Childproof the future

The federal government’s plan
to cut $500 million in funding
from the early childhood sector is
expected to come under increas-
ing scrutiny in the lead-up to the
next federal election.

A recent two-day lobbying blitz
in Canberra by early childhood
teachers and parents has left federal
MPs in no doubt about the need for
long-term funding for the sector.

Responsibility for preschool
funding is shared between the
Commonwealth and state and terri-
tory governments. However, since
2013, the government has only guar-
anteed the funding for its share of the
scheme for 12 months at a time, cre-
ating great uncertainty for the sector,
teachers and parents.

Australia already has one of the
lowest-funded Early Childhood sec-
tors in the OECD, and now plans
outlined in the federal budget to
slash nearly $500 million from the
early childhood education budget
in 2020 put the opportunity for all
children to benefit by attending pre-
school under major doubt.

The Australian Education Union
(AEU) took its campaign to secure
permanent funding to Canberra in
Parliament’s first sitting week after
the winter break. Teachers and par-
ents spent time talking to MPs from
all parties to explain the value of the
15 hours in providing a solid founda-
tion for later years of schooling.

Early childhood education is a
fundamental right for every child,
says Martel Menz, the AEU’s fed-
eral executive early childhood
representative.

The problem is

that the

government sees early childhood
education simply as child care, and
as a way to increase workforce par-
ticipation, says Menz.

“At the heart of it, we’ve got
a federal government that doesn’t
understand the importance of invest-
ing in young children.”

Data proves value

Kindergarten director Danielle
Cogley can see the positive results
for herself at her kindergarten, which
is part of the Box Hill North Primary
School campus in Melbourne.

“With 15 hours per week the
children become more resilient and

confident and we see that effect right
through their years at the school. And
the results are even more noticeable
among children learning English as
their second language,” she says.

“We get the time to have more
high-quality interactions with the
children. We’ve got dedicated teach-
ers and educators who can spend that
one-on-one time with them, support-
ing each child’s needs.”

But parents, preschools and
teachers are left frustrated by the
funding uncertainty, despite the
wealth of evidence from respected
researchers — as well as those work-
ing in the sector — proving the link

between quality early childhood
education and improved long-term
outcomes.

For David Coulter, principal
at Darlington Children’s Centre in
Adelaide, the lack of long-term fund-
ing can be dispiriting.

“We go through a cycle from
about this time of the year onwards
as we’re starting to enrol new fam-
ilies, where we’re saying: ‘Yes, we
can offer you a preschool program,
but we can’t guarantee the exact
amount of time’.

“I just don’t know why the gov-
ernment don’t lock it in. My guess is
that, in the great scheme of things,
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it’s not that much money,” Coulter
says.

The constant fear that funding
will end is stressful for educators
and damaging to their wellbeing,
says Menz.

It’s also offensive to families,
she says. “It’s a political football and
the government thinks that parents
won’t really understand what’s going
on. They’re wrong. All parents care
about early childhood education and
want to make sure that every child
gets the opportunity.” &

Need for independent inquiry
info ABC meddling

The Community and Public Sector Union
says the resignation of ABC chairman
Justin Milne has underlined the need for an
independent inquiry into political interfer-
ence at the national broadcaster.

Milne tendered his resignation last week,
four days after the ABC Board announced
the surprise sacking of ABC Managing
Director Michelle Guthrie.

Pressure had been mounting on Milne
over reports he had ordered Guthrie to sack
two senior ABC journalists because the
Coalition government “hated” them.

CPSU ABC section secretary Sinddy
Ealy said: “CPSU members working at the
ABC had publicly called for Justin Milne’s
resignation and we believe this was a neces-
sary step to begin repairing the damage from

what’s been an enormously traumatic week
for ABC staff.

“But this resignation won’t provide a
‘release valve’ as the departing chairman has
claimed unless there is also a fully independ-
ent inquiry into the level of political interfer-
ence at the ABC.”

“We need a forensic examination, not
mere denials from the outgoing chairman
and Coalition politicians to have confidence
that the ABC is being allowed to operate in
the interests of Australians not in the inter-
ests of the Liberal Party. Milne’s denial of
interference rings hollow, particularly when
he hasn’t adequately responded to reports
he demanded that senior journalists were
sacked.”

The union said that Justin Milne and

Michelle Guthrie both failed the ABC and
the Australian public with such public squab-
bling, but are far more concerned at the
ongoing attacks on the ABC by the Liberal
Party and the Morrison government. The
broadcaster has been devastated by Budget
cuts and it now appears the government

has used its funding powers as leverage to
improperly influence the ABC’s operations.
That is a deeply disturbing possibility and a
probe reporting directly to Communications
Minister Mitch Fifield was not going to
resolve this.

“The suggestion that an ABC chair-
man would order the sacking of senior jour-
nalists because the government of the day
hates them marks a disturbing low point,”
Ealy said. “It is the fiercely protected

independence of the ABC that makes it the
most trusted news source in Australia, and
all ABC Board members must be upholding
that standard not interfering at the direct or
implied direction of the Morrison govern-
ment or anyone else.

“The CPSU believes David Anderson
is a good choice to lead the ABC through
what was already a challenging period, and
will be pushing for a Chairman who is simi-
larly committed to the broadcaster and not
compromised by political or other consid-
erations. The ABC’s future leadership must
put the national broadcaster, its hardwork-
ing staff and of course the Australian public
first.” @&

Family Court targeted

The union representing Family
Court workers says detailed
reforms recommended by
the Australian Law Reform
Commission (ALRC) will only
succeed in improving outcomes
for children and families if there’s
an urgent increase in staffing and
resources.

The ALRC last week released a
discussion paper including more than
100 recommendations to reform the
family law system, having consid-
ered submissions from various stake-
holders including the Community
and Public Sector Union, which rep-
resents staff working at the courts.

The discussion paper has been
released as the Coalition government
continues to push on with another
disruptive restructure of the courts
system, with the Family Court and
Federal Circuit Court to be combined
from the beginning of 2019.

CPSU acting director Emma
Groube said: “Courts’ staff are
encouraged by this detailed and
thoughtful discussion paper from the
ALRC, but dismayed that the fed-
eral government is pushing on with
its damaging and pre-emptive shake-
up. This is the fifth major restructure
in these courts in a decade, and abso-
lutely should not proceed until the

ALRC has completed its important
work.”

The unions says that the Law
Reform Commission has made a
number of excellent recommenda-
tions to improve Australia’s family
law system and the outcomes it pro-
vides for families and particularly
for vulnerable children, but does
not believe it has engaged directly
enough with the chronic under-staff-
ing that has severely hampered the
fair and efficient operation of the
courts for years.

“Endless restructures have made
this problem of under-resourcing
worse not better, as each has resulted

in job cuts that mean there are fewer
staff than ever to deal with an ever-
growing workload,” said Groube.
“Our submission to the ALRC
showed at least 126 jobs have been
cut from the Federal, Family and
Federal Circuit Courts in the past
five years, which is more than 10
percent of the total workforce.
“This constant reshuffling and
the cuts that have come with it has
added to the pressure on judges and
staff while ignoring the underlying
problems with the Federal Courts
system, which is continuous cuts to
funding while dealing with an ever-
increasing workload. It is lunacy.

“It’s an absolute insult to chil-
dren and families caught up in the
family law system that the govern-
ment would direct the Law Reform
Commission to conduct this review,
then completely pre-empt that work
with a restructure that seems to be all
about slashing jobs and cutting costs
not improving outcomes.”

CPSU members working in the
courts are calling on the government
to halt the disruptive restructure until
the ALRC’s review has been com-
pleted and implemented, and instead
provide the additional staffing to
keep the family law system running
in the meantime. &
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Along class lines
Howard’s End

Marcus Browning

Compulsory conciliation and
arbitration existed in Australia
for over 100 years. In that time
there were a number of changes
but in essence it remained the
same with the same objectives — to
prevent and settle industrial dis-
putes by conciliation or when that
failed, by arbitration and enforce-
ment by an industrial Court gov-
erned by industrial law outside of
the common law and corporate
law systems.

Soon after Federation in 1904
the Australian government on behalf
of the ruling class created an arbi-
tration system to control unions and
moderate the class struggle (State
systems were already in existence).
The turbulent time and strike action
of the 1890s was firmly in the minds
of Australia’s bosses and rulers.
Trade unions had taken a thrash-
ing at the time and also called for a
system of compulsory conciliation
and arbitration.

The Conciliation and Arbitration
Act provided for legal registration of
trade unions and employer organi-
sations. Arbitration provided cen-
tralised awards which were legally
binding on trade unions and employ-
ers. Awards which tended to cover
an industry or occupation eventually
contained most of the issues related
to wages and working conditions
that arose. Despite its role being to
prevent and limit strike action, com-
pulsory arbitration from time to time
failed in that objective, and in some
periods strike action reached high
levels.

As a consequence the penalties
imposed on trade unions for strike
action and for failing to observe
decisions of the Court, were steadily
increased by both Labor and Liberal
governments.

The Hawke Labor government,
elected in 1983 commenced the
process of dismantling the central-
ised award system, a process con-
tinued by the Howard government’s
Workplace Relations Act which
limited the scope of awards to 20
“allowable matters”. Awards are sub-
sequently being stripped and further
eroded today.

The Hawke government intro-
duced “enterprise agreements”

Photo: Anna Pha.

which broke down the dominance of
awards as the basic industrial instru-
ment. The flow-on effect of this
movement away from all-encom-
passing industry agreements was the
introduction of individual contracts,
Australian Workplace Agreements
(AWAs) by the Howard Coalition
government, and an attempt to
enshrine this form of individual con-
tract as the primary means of speci-
fying wages and working conditions.
Howard’s WorkChoices laws effec-
tively did this and the Australian
people through the union and com-
munity campaign for “Your Rights
at Work” were successful in remov-
ing the Howard government, largely
because of their unpopular industrial
legislation.

The Accord

One of the main features of the
Hawke and Keating governments
was the advocacy of collabora-
tion between the government, trade
unions and the employers. This proc-
ess which took the form of a Prices
and Incomes Accord (the Accord)
relied upon removing basic and
irreconcilable differences between
capital and labour. The process could
not achieve this but succeeded in dis-
arming the rank and file of the trade

Australia

union movement who were with-
drawn from struggle, particularly
strike actions, while trade union
leaderships assumed their place at
the table negotiating on behalf of
workers under the false illusion
that there were common interests
between labour and capital.

This destructive period of class
collaboration resulted in huge
decreases in trade union membership
density and the loss of wages and
working conditions in many areas.
The trade union movement is yet to
fully recover from this period.

The Your Rights at Work cam-
paign was a proven positive influ-
ence on trade unions and saw a
re-engagement of trade union mem-
bers in the huge campaign to get
rid of the Howard government.
The workers who participated were
more interested in getting rid of
WorkChoices; the removal of the
Howard government was necessary
to get rid of WorkChoices.

Collective to
individual

The Howard government’s
Australian Workplace Agreements
shifted the move from collective to
individual agreements to a new level

Chan Han Choi
must be freed

Zachary Southall

On September 29 outside Auburn
train station a rally was held to
free Chan Han Choi. Chan Han
Choi is an Australian citizen born
in South Korea who was arrested
last December because of his sup-
port for the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. The unjust
law he is accused of breaking is
that he was supporting the DPRK
by facilitating the sales of North
Korean products in Australia in
violation of the UN sanctions.
Chan Han Choi has been impris-
oned in Long Bay jail in Sydney for
the last eight months without being
convicted of any offenses. Not
only has he been denied bail but he

earlier went through a 50-day wait-
ing period where his own lawyer
was denied access to him.

The government has made it
almost impossible to visit him,
he had five whole months with-
out a single visitor and it took his
friends who visited him in July four
months to get their visit approved.
Meanwhile when Chan Han Choi’s
wife speaks to him by telephone
they are forced to speak in English
even though they are much more
fluent in Korean. When they do
break into Korean the authorities
immediately cut off the call.

Recently Chan Han Choi has
been put in the Hospital section
of Long Bay jail because his sup-
port for the DPRK is supposedly

a symptom of a “mental illness”.
The most recent allegations against
Chan Han Choi is that he has been
trading coal and weapon compo-
nents with the DPRK.

The idea that a 59-year-old hos-
pital cleaner would be able to do
all this is laughable. The groups
at the rally supporting Chan Han
Choi were the Communist Party
of Australia Western Sydney
Branch, Trotskyist Platform, Stalin
Society of Australia, the James
Connolly Association, Australian-
DPRK Solidarity and the Lebanese
Communist Party. Future events
to free Chan Han Choi are being
planned. &

by making this individual form of
employment arrangement the very
basis of their industrial relations
policy.

All governments since the
Hawke government have been part
of the process of moving away
from broader industry type arrange-
ments for workers. The Howard
government accelerated the process
toward individualism and the exclu-
sion of trade unions in the process
of determining wages and working
conditions.

Successive governments have
been implacably opposed to any
form of industrial action by trade
unions and supported and encour-
aged the use of the penalty provi-
sions. The Workplace Relations Act
and then with WorkChoices, in par-
ticular, further increased penalties
against trade union activity.

Many forms of industrial action
were for all intents and purposes
banned. The Rudd Labor govern-
ment signalled its intention of merg-
ing and further dismantling awards
by reducing them to 10 minimum
standards and maintaining them
purely as a safety net.

The creation of specific
forms of state organisation such
as the Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC)
under the Building and Construction
Industry Improvement Act was —
and is — used to control and penalise
unions and individual workers in that
industry.

The formation of a special indus-
trial police force, the ABCC, to mon-
itor trade union activities and to spy
on individual workers was imple-
mented by Howard.

Your Rights at Work

Industrial Relations was the
main issue at the federal election in
2007 which saw Rudd become PM,
moving many thousands of people to
alter their vote and shift to remov-
ing Howard and the WorkChoices
laws. The Australian people expected
to see the removal of WorkChoices
with the removal of the Howard gov-
ernment and with the ascension of a
Labor government. Many were bit-
terly disappointed.
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This is instructive as a federal
elections looms in 2019 with Bill
Shorten held up as the “alternative”.

CPA proposals

The CPA believes we need to
continue to campaign around IR
issues to eventually see industrial
relations legislation enacted which
provides working people with the
best opportunity to take on the forces
of corporate greed prevalent in soci-
ety today.

1. Collective bargaining as
an absolute right for all
workers, negotiations between
trade unions and employer
organisations with rank and
file involvement. All forms
of individual contracts to be
abolished and replaced by
collectively bargained union
agreements.

2. Collective agreements to cover
all workers in an industry.

NO restrictions on pattern
bargaining.

3. The right to strike to be
incorporated in law.

4. Trade unions to have right of
entry to workplaces to represent
workers and to organise the
workforce in appropriate forms.

5. Legislation banning secondary
boycotts and strike action be
repealed.

6. The abolition of “Greenfield”
agreements.

7. Legislation targeting a specific
union such as in the building and
construction industry’s ABCC,
be repealed.

8. Labour shortages to be overcome
by skills training of Australian
workers as the priority. The
importation of guest workers be
arranged through international
cooperation and international
agreements between trade
unions. Guest workers to
be guaranteed established
Australian rates of pay and
conditions.

9. An Industrial Relations
Commission be retained with
appointments to the Commission
comprising an equal number
of trade union and employer
representatives. &

Find out more www.cpa.org.au
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The Capitalist Crisis - the pretext for
the anti-people agenda in Greece

At the end of September the CPA was pleased to receive a visit from Comrade Kostas
Papadakis, member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Greece, KKE,
and member of the European Parliament. Below the Guardian is reprinting a section
of his address to a public function held at the MUA in Sydney on Saturday 29th of

September.

This section of Comrade Papadakis speech focuses on recent political developments in
Greece and the KKE's strategy in response to these developments. Comrade Papadakis
makes clear the lessons of events in Greece have broad significance for Communist
parties worldwide. In this part of his speech he explains the KKE’s assessment of the
role of SYRIZA and other social democratic and opportunistic forces in the anti-people

developments in Greece.

The full text is available in English and Greek on the CPA website,

www.CPA .org.au/x/KKE100

Kostas Papadakis*

Dear comrades, trade-unionists, friends
of the CPA, cadres of the Australian
trade-unions.

On behalf of the CC of the Communist
Party of Greece [KKE] we want to thank the
CC of the Communist Party of Australia for
organising this meeting. We hope that this
meeting will contribute so that through our
exchange of experience we obtain more tools
for the struggle we are waging in the two coun-
tries. This year, the KKE completes 100 years
of life and activity and KNE [Communist
Youth of Greece] its 50 years.

The Festival of KKE and KNE was just
held with over a hundred thousand of partici-
pant workers and youth, dedicated to the 100
years of the Party and to the 50 years of KNE.

The experience that we have accumulated
contributes to the strengthening of internation-
alist solidarity and common activity, elements
very important for the struggle against the capi-
talist system, the capital and its political repre-
sentatives, for the great cause that we serve, the
struggle for socialism.

The KKE has a heroic history.

It led the class struggle in the ‘20s and
30s, it was the organiser and main lifeblood
of the National Liberation Front (EAM) and
of the People’s Liberation Army (ELAS) in
the Resistance against the Nazi occupation —
in the armed, class struggle of the Democratic
Army of Greece (DSE) 1946-1949, in the dec-
ades that followed in conditions of clandestine
action and under harsh persecution, during the
military dictatorship in 1967-1974, until today.

The communists, men and women, in the
prison cells and in the exile islands demon-
strated great endurance and self-sacrifice that
stem from the exalted communist ideals, from
the faith in the working class, that is the van-
guard force of society.

Their contribution was immense, with
thousands of honoured dead in the fields of
battle and in the execution sites of the bour-
geois state, thousands of uncompromising
combatants of class struggle.

Dear comrades,

The developments in Greece have been
many times in the forefront of public atten-
tion, have generated a lot of debates in the

international communist movement, many
myths were cultivated and then were torn down
during the deep capitalist crisis that began in
2008.

We want to underline that the capitalist
crisis has been the pretext so that the bour-
geois governments voted and applied deci-
sions of the EU that were already set on course
regarding the abolition of working class and
people’s rights, for the consolidation of Greek
and European monopolies in order to be able to
cope with the international competition.

In Europe and other parts of the globe, as
well as in Australia, a whole mechanism of
bourgeois, opportunist and Trotskyist forces
were set in motion that not only obfuscated
the KKE’s positions but also slandered them
while at the same time presented SYRIZA**
as a force of resistance and of social progress.
In this campaign of lies and speculation the
European Left Party, this opportunist forma-
tion, played and continues to play the leading
role in which SYRIZA participating.

Essentially, a small opportunist party that
was under mutation since 2012 into a social
democratic party was intended to be presented
as a factor of radical change.

We remember speeches that were calling
on the KKE to cooperate with SYRIZA, to sup-
port its policy against the “troika”, against the
“right”, against “neo-liberalism”, as they were
saying at that time, but these positions went
bankrupt.

The KKE maintained a principled stance,
respecting its history and the interests of our
people. We tried to inform on the concrete situ-
ation in Greece, with well-founded arguments
we underlined that SYRIZA is an establish-
ment party, a pillar of capitalism, a representa-
tive of the capital.

Abroad there were forces that took to
heart the words and actions of the KKE, others
that were left behind, cultivated expectations,
saying that in Greece the “golden recipe” was
uncovered. A recipe that will resolve the peo-
ple’s problems and give an example to the rest
of the countries.

But class struggle has its own laws. After
the victory of SYRIZA in the elections and the
formation of government with the nationalist
party of the “Independent Greeks” (ANEL) in
2015, SYRIZA showed its real colours.

Comrade Kostas Papadakis, member of the Central Committee of the KKE.

In these four years it has been proved in
practice that this government is a government
of bourgeois management that ruthlessly uses
all available means of misleading and manipu-
lating the workers and the people, and that pre-
cisely is why it is the most useful government
for the capitalist class, for the USA and the EU.

Essentially SYRIZA robbed blind the loot
from the hands of the New Democracy Party
and took the place of the old social democracy
of PASOK.

Altogether they voted in favour of the third
Memorandum and applied (together) the anti-
people’s measures of three Memorandums,
(together) they led vast sections of our people,
working men and women, poor farmers, small
professionals of the cities to poverty. They
undermine the future of our youth.

Austerity program

The current government, as well as the pre-
vious ones, is to blame for the dramatic cut-
downs in salaries and pensions, for the increase
of the retirement age to 67 years of age, for the
applying of harsh taxation against the people,
for the privatisation of public enterprises of
strategic importance such as ports, airports,
railroads, the water and electricity networks,
natural gas, the giving up of precious public
plots of land and even archaeological monu-
ments to private owners for up to 99 years, for
the downgrading of health-care and education,
for the abolition of the Sunday day-off, for the
auctions of people’s houses. The unemploy-
ment rate is still very high while the flexible
working relations are expanding.

It was this government that passed the law
in parliament for the limiting of the right to
strike and many times has resorted to repres-
sion and authoritarian measures against the
workers on strike and against demonstrators,
against members of the KKE and of KNE that

were informing the people, they protected the
statue of [former US] president Truman — exe-
cutioner of peoples, the butcher that gave the
order to drop the bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

This government rejected together with
the rest of the bourgeois parties a draft law
tabled by the deputies of the KKE presenting
the positions of 530 trade unions regarding the
Collective Bargaining Agreements.

The support of big capital with funding, tax
exemptions, reducing the taxation of the big
companies further underscore the anti-people
policy of SYRIZA.

Now, with the ebbing out of the capitalist
crisis and in view of weak steps towards the
recuperation of capitalist economy they are
using the argument of “fair growth” as a trump
card, trying to convince with a fairy tale that an
economy where the means of production are in
the hands of the capitalists and that is function-
ing with profit as its criterion can resolve the
popular problems.

It is a method of misguiding the people that
is used to hide that, in an unfair, exploitative
society there can be no fair development.

This past August, officially the financial
program of the EU and the IMF ended. Now
the government is projecting another myth, of
the so called “New Era”.

But, the 700 memorandum application
laws remain intact, the total of anti-people
measures is here, a new cut-down of pensions
is being prepared, a new lowering of the non-
taxable income will be put in effect, the super-
vision of the economy by the EU and the IMF
remains. The breadcrumbs that the govern-
ments are promising are good only to recycle
extreme poverty.

* Member Central Committee, KKE
** Social democratic (Labour Party) &

The KKE maintained a principled stance, respecting its
history and the interests of our people. We tried to inform
on the concrete situation in Greece, with well-founded
arguments we underlined that SYRIZA is an establishment
party, a pillar of capitalism, a representative of the capital.
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KKE and CPA -
strong and enduring bonds

The Communist Party of Australia was
visited on Saturday October 6 by com-
rade Kostas Papadakis, member of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Greece (KKE) and member
of the European Parliament. Comrade
Kostas met with members of the Central
Committee of the CPA at its headquarters
and later attended a welcoming function
hosted by the Party at the MUA building.
The function also commemorated the 100th
anniversary of the founding of the KKE
and the 50th anniversary of the establish-
ment of its youth organisation, the KNE.

At the Party-to-Party meeting, com-
rade Kostas and CPA General Secretary Bob
Briton exchanged views on three broad topics:
developments in our two countries and inter-
nationally, cooperation between our two par-
ties and issues in the international Communist
movement.

There was agreement about height-
ened dangers in our regions and the increas-
ingly aggressive role of the US and its allies,
which includes the governments of Greece
and Australia. Both leaders highlighted the
anti-worker agendas of their national govern-
ments and the need for an independent, mili-
tant, class-conscious response.

This year, the CPA will be sending four
representatives to the 20th annual International
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties to
be held in Athens in late October. Fundraising
is currently being conducted within the Party to

meet this commitment. Both parties agree that
more advantage for coordinated work should
be taken of the international meetings. This
year’s meeting will bring together over 70 par-
ties from around the world.

Comrade Kostas explained at some length
the danger presented by the emergence of
SYRIZA, the opportunist party that currently
governs in coalition with a right populist party,
ANEL. He pointed out that, had the KKE set
aside its principled opposition to participation
in capitalist governments and joined SYRIZA,
it would now be held responsible for the aus-
terity imposed on the people of Greece and the
stridently pro-US foreign policy of the Tsipras
government. He emphasised the need to build
the social alliances and the leading role of the
Party.

Bob Briton outlined the attacks being made
on the trade unions in Australia and the need
for the lifting of the ideological conscious-
ness of the fight back against them. He noted
good initiatives by Party leaders in the trade
union movement and the imminent launch of
a CPA campaign within the unions. He also
reported growth in membership of the Party
among the youth and their eagerness for active
engagement.

Comrade Kostas and CPA representatives
noted the long and strong relationship between
their two parties and looked forward to future
cooperation. Bob Briton mentioned with sat-
isfaction the outstanding contribution to the
Party of members of Greek background. &
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Both leaders highlighted the anti-worker agendas
of their national governments and the need for an
independent, militant, class-conscious response.
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US way or no way

Finian Cunningham

Donald Trump chaired the UN
Security Council last week to
deliver a thuggish ultimatum
to the world to obey American
orders on Iran or face retri-
bution for not kowtowing to
Washington’s diktat.

The world’s highest forum for
maintaining global security and
peace was thus turned into a plat-
form for brazen, criminal American
rhetoric. The 73rd United Nations
General Assembly in New York
was a head-spinning spectacle of
American bullying and arrogance —
to the point where delegates couldn’t
contain their laughter at one stage
over Trump’s ridiculously self-right-
eous speech.

In his address to the assem-
bly, Trump repeated the hack-
neyed accusations against Iran as
being “the world’s leading spon-
sor of terrorism”. Nothing new in
that, but what this US president is
doing is putting Iran on notice that
it either capitulates or faces violent
aggression.

Trump’s National Security
Advisor John Bolton, in a separate
speech in New York, warned Iran
“there would be hell to pay” over
Washington’s baseless accusations.

Washington reinforced its threats
to impose a total embargo on Iran’s
vital oil trade and cut Tehran off
from the US-dominated international
banking system. One could consider
this to be an act of economic war-
fare pushing Iran towards further
confrontation.

What’s more, when Trump
chaired the Security Council meet-
ing he provocatively warned other

nations they face “severe con-
sequences” if they continue to
trade with Iran in defiance of US
sanctions.

The day before, all the other sig-
natories to the international nuclear
accord with Iran held a meeting to
reiterate their support for the 2015
agreement known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). The European Union, in
conjunction with Russia and China,
is trying to set up a new payment
mechanism which would circum-
vent US sanctions and banking
restrictions.

Yet, here was Trump telling
them, “Don’t even try it!” The presi-
dent is saying that it’s the US way,
or No way.

This unilateral imposition of
Washington’s interests over all other
nations, including its supposed allies,
is the conduct of a tyrant which inev-
itably is inciting tensions leading to
confrontation.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif correctly
said the US was “abusing” the
Security Council. Trump was using
it as a forum to assert Washington’s
dictatorial policy. The irony is that
the forum is supposed to be one for
maintaining global order and peace,
but under American “leadership” it
is used as a sounding board for US
aggression.

The Security Council agenda
this week was nominally about non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction.
Trump opened the two-hour ses-
sion with a rambling recap of his
address to the General Assembly the
previous day in which he used the
Security Council to again demonise

Guardian

Trump repeated the hackneyed accusations against Iran as being “the world's leading sponsor of terrorism”.

Iran as a terrorist regime “proliferat-
ing [ballistic] missiles all across the
Middle East.”

Trump’s unilateral withdrawal
from the Iran nuclear accord ear-
lier this year, in May, constitutes a
violation of international law, given
that the JCPOA was ratified by the
Security Council under Resolution
2231.

Yet, Trump tried to make a virtue
of this American trashing of an inter-
national treaty by justifying it with
baseless accusations against Iran.

New supreme low

Prior to his appointment hun-
dreds of women law professors
from law schools around the
United States have written to the
United States Senate, asking all
members to reject Judge Brett
Kavanaugh’s elevation to the
Supreme Court. Representing
a range of disciplines, from
corporate law and legal his-
tory to criminal justice and
tax, women faculty have joined
together to urge senators to reject
Kavanaugh’s bid for the nation’s
High Court.

“All of us believe that Judge
Kavanaugh’s partisan perform-
ance and unprofessional behav-
iour during his testimony on
September 27 disqualify him for
the most important judicial posi-
tion in our country,” explained
Professor Kathleen Engel of the
Suffolk University Law School.
Indeed, the statement of opposition,
signed by 830 women law faculty
from coast to coast declared: “Judge
Kavanaugh has shown that he is
unable to respect women in posi-
tions of power, manifests bias with
respect to gender and political affili-
ation, does not meet basic standards
of professionalism, and lacks inde-
pendence, impartiality, and judicial
temperament.”

Professor Teri McMurtry-Chubb
of Mercer University Law School,
consistent with the joint state-
ment’s call to reject the nominee,

further expressed concern about
Kavanaugh'’s lack of candour and
what appeared to be efforts to
obfuscate the truth. “He dodged
question after question, failing

to answer even the most straight-
forward inquires, which reflected

a lack of commitment to transpar-
ency and impeded the Judiciary
Committee’s ability to get to the
truth.” The professors’ signed state-
ment of opposition, submitted to
all senators last week, further noted
that Judge Kavanaugh “refused to
answer probative questions and
side-stepped with stock answers”
throughout his presentation.

In addition, the women law pro-
fessors noted Kavanaugh’s explo-
sive temper, hostile temperament,
and repeated displays of disrespect
toward the women senators who
questioned him on September 27.
“Turning the questions back on
Senator Klobuchar was an outra-
geous act,” noted Professor Jennifer
Oliva of West Virginia University
College of Law. “Such disrespect-
ful antics cannot be erased with an
after-the-fact apology. Instead, it
reflected a real problem with deal-
ing appropriately with women in
positions of power.”

Professor Felice Batlan of
Chicago-Kent College of Law
further lamented that “Judge
Kavanaugh’s anger and self-right-
eousness throughout the proceed-
ings absolutely failed to convey

empathy or understanding for the
difficulty and delicacy of the situ-
ation at hand, one involving alle-
gations of sexual assault. His tone
alone exacerbated harms expe-
rienced by survivors all over the
country.”

As legal educators preparing the
next generation of lawyers to enter
the profession, the women faculty
signatories noted they could not in
good conscience stand back and
allow this nomination to take place.
“We tell our students that the judi-
ciary is the branch of government
that serves as a check on partisan
politics, provides litigants with a
fair venue to resolve disputes, and
is committed to equal justice for
all,” Professor Karla McKanders
of Vanderbilt Law School stated.
“Judge Kavanaugh’s September 27
performance undermines our abil-
ity to teach our students the high-
est standards of professionalism
and decorum to which they should
[strive to] adhere as future lawyers.”

Mae Quinn, Visiting Professor
at the University of Florida Levin
College of Law noted that having
Judge Kavanaugh elevated to the
Supreme Court is “a very troubling
proposition.” Rather, as the profes-
sors’ joint statement declares: “We
are deeply concerned that if Judge
Kavanaugh is confirmed, he will fail
to perform his duties in a manner
befitting our highest Court.”
People’s World &

The “rogue state” epithet that Trump
levels against Iran is actually more
fitting for the US.

The president’s chairing of the
Security Council meeting had, on a
lighter note, the appearance of comic
theatre. At times it looked like Trump
was holding a re-run of his reality
TV show, The Apprentice, boasting
about his imagined greatness.

Nikki Haley, the US ambassador,
set the gavel in front of Trump like it
was a toy for the president to bang in
order to get attention from the rest.
Then at some later point during the
session, probably due to boredom,
the president walked out with his
security guards, leaving Haley to fill
his seat.

All the other permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council —
France, Britain, Russia and China
— one after another rejected the
US position that the Iran nuclear
accord was “horrible”. Each one of
them said it was a viable, working
agreement making the world safer
from non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov reminded delegates that
numerous inspections had shown
Iran to be in complete compliance
with the JCPOA, which meant that
Trump’s withdrawal from the deal
was unjustified and wrong and is
increasing tensions and insecurity in
the Middle East.

“The unilateral withdrawal of
the US from the JCPOA is a serious
threat to the international non-prolif-
eration regime,” said Lavrov.

So, how’s that for paradox.
Trump presides over the world’s top
security committee with an agenda
of non-proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons. But international consensus
views the US as recklessly jeopard-
ising security.

It is hard to disagree with Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani, when he
said of this week’s proceedings, that
the US is the one being isolated on
the world stage, not Iran.

The disturbing thing is this
though. Trump and his hawkish
administration officials do not give a
fig what the rest of the world thinks.
Everyone is wrong, the US is right,
is their view.

That much was made clear in the
way Trump had the unabashed con-
ceit to chair the Security Council as
an opportunity to exalt American
self-righteousness despite its trans-
parent transgression of international
law concerning Iran.

American rhetoric at the UN is
always a feast of hubris and self-
serving falsehoods. But this year,
Trump presented a veritable cornu-
copia of absurd contradictions.

He exhorted the Security Council
on how “we can replace the horrors
of war ... with the beautiful prom-
ise of peace.” Just minutes before
that mawkish flourish, Trump was
putting the world on notice that it
must follow US orders to strangulate
Iran or be prepared for American
punishment.

In this General Assembly
speech, Trump swooned about the
“sovereignty” of nations as a guid-
ing principle in his vision for the
world. Evidently however, in the
real world, this US president, like his
predecessors, has nothing but con-
tempt for other nations’ sovereignty,
if those nations dare to dissent from
Washington’s diktat.

Another glaring contradic-
tion is that Trump lambasts “global
bureaucracy”, asserting that the US
will never be held to account by
international rules above its own
laws. This “America First” doctrine
is an embrace of lawlessness. That
has always been the American way.
Trump is merely making the doctrine
explicit.

But while Trump wants US sov-
ereignty to be an unbridled supreme
power, he also has no hesitation
in using the “global bureaucracy”
of the UN and multilateralism to
enforce Washington’s diktat over
others. That’s wanting cake and
eating it too.

America used to flatter its
imperialism by claiming to be the
“world’s policeman”. Under Trump,
US power is apparently that of the
“world’s thug”.

The contradictions in American
rhetoric and reality are becoming so
absurd, even polite diplomats can no
longer keep a straight face.

RT - Russia Today &
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Cuba’s new president
visits Harlem

Cameron Orr

NEW YORK: On Wednesday, September
26, Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel
and the Cuban Delegation to the United
Nations General Assembly concluded an
intense day of work by speaking directly
to the US people at the Riverside Church
in Harlem.

Diaz-Canel was continuing a 58-year tra-
dition started by Fidel Castro in September
1960. Following his more than four-hour
address to the UN denouncing racial oppres-
sion and imperial domination, Castro made his
way up to Harlem’s Hotel Theresa. There, he
met with leaders of the Civil Rights movement,
including Malcolm X and New York NAACP
President Joseph Overton.

Also present at this historic gathering were
other leaders of the socialist and developing
world, including Soviet leader Khrushchev,
Egyptian President Nasser, and Indian Prime
Minister Nehru. Forty years later, in September
2000, Castro again came to Harlem and gave
a speech at the Riverside Church announcing
the founding of the Latin American School of
Medicine.

“It is fair to say,” Diaz-Canel said last
week, “that the program for the training of
young Americans from the poorest districts of
this great nation at the [Latin] American School
of Medicine (ELAM) ... was actually born
here.” The program provides medical school
instruction with the only stipulation being that
ELAM graduates return to the US to practice
in underserved communities.

“I only knew the very beautiful Riverside
Church with its Gothic-styled spire by photo-
graphs and stories of that intense night of the
year 2000, when the hospitable friends from
Harlem gave a mass welcome of more than
3,000 people to our leader and his accompa-
nying delegation,” Diaz-Canel reflected at the
beginning of his address.

Moderating the event, “Cuba Speaks for
Itself,” were Gail Walker, daughter of Reverend
Lucius Walker and current executive director
of IFCO / Pastors for Peace, and Frank Velgara
of the New York Cuba Solidarity Project and
ProLibertad Freedom Campaign, part of the
Puerto Rico solidarity network. “This majes-
tic environment is where many noble individu-
als have spoken over the years,” Walker said,
“including Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.”
It was at the Riverside Church that Dr King
gave his famous speech “Beyond Vietnam”.
Other world leaders to speak at Riverside have
included Rev. Jesse Jackson, Cesar Chavez,
Nelson Mandela, and many others.

Med school grads

A diverse delegation of ELAM graduates
were in attendance, filling a number of pews
with bright rows of pristine lab coats. Two
of them addressed the crowd. “We represent
the 175 US medical doctors who have grad-
uated from Cuba’s Latin American School of
Medicine, and the 75 medical students study-
ing in the country on free and unencumbered
scholarship,” remarked Dr Sitembile Sales,
an intern at a local health clinic serving 32BJ
SEIU.

“Since its first graduation class in 2005,
the Latin American School of Medicine has
graduated over 28,500 physicians from over
103 countries,” Dr Joaquin Morante added,
who works as a primary care physician in
Montefiore Medical Centre in the Bronx.
Morante affirmed that the Cuban people’s inter-
nationalism has provided “a model of medical
training and caring which demonstrates how
medical education can result in social trans-
formation.” ELAM graduates are using their
training “to fight against medical apartheid,
sickness, and impoverishment” in the US.

“Graduates of ELAM have been a beacon
for our communities,” he said, “not only
locally, but ... abroad, we have aided in the
direct aftermath of the 2010 earthquake which
devastated Haiti. Most recently, US ELAM
graduates provided relief work in Puerto Rico
after Hurricane Maria,” and “provided relief
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Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermidez , President of the Republic of Cuba, and Nicoléds Maduro, President of Venezuela, at the Riverside Church that Dr King

gave his famous speech “Beyond Vietnam”.

work in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy right
here in New York City.”

As the ELAM graduates were being intro-
duced, a commotion began to stir, gathering
momentum and finally erupting into cheers as
the President of Venezuela, Nicolas Maduro,
made a surprise appearance. When the ELAM
graduates had finished speaking, the Bolivarian
leader spoke briefly, and to the point.

“I made a last-minute decision to come
here to New York today ... to bring the truth
of Venezuela,” and “to bring my love and soli-
darity to all of you,” to “my dear brother, the
President of Cuba, Miguel Diaz-Canel, and to
the Cuban people.

“I’d like to say so many things tonight,”
Maduro said. “However, I'm going to summa-
rize it in the following sentences: We have been
the victim of imperialist aggression. However,
today ... the Bolivarian revolution is standing,
is alive, and is victorious!”

Cuba speaks

Shortly after, Diaz-Canel took the stage
and began his address.

“Today, at the United Nations, peoples
across the globe raised their voice,” he said.
“Today Cuba also spoke out ... in support of
Venezuela, in support of Nicaragua, in support
of Puerto Rico, and in support of all of Latin
America, also in support of the Palestinian
people and the Saharan people” and “to
denounce the very unfair blockade that the US
government has imposed on us for nearly 60
years.

“Cuba is not a large or powerful coun-
try, not rich in natural or financial resources,”
Diaz-Canel confessed. “But these limitations
have not prevented us from practicing solidar-
ity on the basis of sharing what we have, not
giving away our leftovers.”

As testament, he spoke of the “more than
42,000 Cuban professionals,” in over 75 coun-
tries, “that have served in Africa, Asia, Latin
America, and the Caribbean since the triumph
of the revolution, providing health and medi-
cal services ... engineering jobs,” and “consult-
ing services” related to economic and sports
development.

“During all these decades,” Diaz-Canel
affirmed, Cuban teachers “have trained tens
of thousands of technicians and professionals
from the Third World helping them to eradicate
illiteracy.” One would never guess from these

numbers the entire Cuban population today is
just shy of 11.5 million people.

Cuban support for African liberation move-
ments, he reminded those present, also “con-
tributed to the safeguarding of the sovereign
integrity of Angola, achieving the independ-
ence of Namibia, and dealing a demolishing
and demoralizing blow to the war machine of
the apartheid regime in South Africa.” When
Cuba “promotes cooperation and solidarity, as
opposed to threats, competition, racism, and
selfishness” within the UN General Assembly,
it does so having “turned words into concrete
actions.”

Diaz-Canel reiterated Cuba’s commitment
to “total disarmament and international solidar-
ity”” and “a foreign policy that makes common
cause with the have-nots, marginalized, and
exploited.”

Many of those have-nots have responded
to the Cuban Revolution’s internationalism,
and Diaz-Canel said the Cuban people are
also indebted “to the solidarity of thousands
of friends and activists here in United States,
including many Cubans who live here,” citing
“the mass international movement” to release
the Cuban Five and the struggle to return Elian
Gonzalez to his home in Cuba.

Lifting the blockade

Diaz-Canel then summarised the issue of
major concern to the Cuban people and gov-
ernment. “Our bilateral relationship with the
United States continues to be characterized
above all by the economic blockade, which is
a major obstacle to the development and well-
being of Cubans, and brings hardships to the
Cuban families.”

This policy, cemented by at least 11 Acts,
Proclamations, and Regulations, reflects the
hopes of “politically very powerful” minor-
ity groups “to bring back Cuba to the past,” he
said. Such forces “promote tensions and hostil-
ity” with their “huge financial resources” and
“manipulate support by influential media.” In
his address to the UN, Diaz-Canel had earlier
noted the “tens of millions of dollars” officially
allocated in U.S. budget for “public and covert
programs of gross interference in Cuba’s inter-
nal affairs.”

He said these right-wing efforts will
“clash” with the Cuban community, “and
the ideals of independence and rebellious-
ness in which our nation was forged.” They

will “clash,” he said, “with the rejection and
activism of Cuban friends in many parts of the
world, including our brothers and sisters here
in the United States.”

These clashes can be seen in efforts under-
way nationwide by the National Network
on Cuba and others in the Cuban solidarity
movement to pass resolutions in local and
state legislatures, calling on the US Congress
to lift the blockade on Cuba. With support
from organised labour, these efforts have met
with some success. Resolutions calling for an
end to the blockade have been passed by the
Washington, California, and DC-Maryland
AFL-CIO Central Labour Councils, as well as
the City Councils of Pittsburgh, Minneapolis,
and Richmond. Another was presented in the
Seattle City Council.

In addition to establishing its official oppo-
sition to the “embargo”, and its support of
“unrestricted travel between the United States
and Cuba,” the Miami Dade Democratic Party
in Florida took a positive stance on enforcing
“the shutdown of the Guantanamo Bay military
base and prison.”

Even in conservative Alabama, due to busi-
ness sectors with an interest in Cuban trade
and investment, the State Senate and House
of Representatives both passed resolutions
“urging Congress to lift the current embargo
and other trade barriers with the Republic of
Cuba.”

Before closing his speech, Diaz-Canel
referred to the national conversation now
underway in Cuba on its new draft constitution.
This process, he said, is aimed at improving
Cuba’s “model of economic and social devel-
opment in order to build a sovereign, inde-
pendent, socialist, democratic, prosperous and
sustainable nation.” He characterised the draft
constitution as a continuation of Cuba’s “com-
mitment to building socialism, faithful to the
ideals that have accompanied the struggle for
independence [and] social struggle in our coun-
try throughout history.”

It reinforced comments Diaz-Canel made
in his address to the UN General Assembly,
when, speaking of his own succession follow-
ing the governments of first Fidel and then
Raul Castro, he remarked: “The generational
change in our government should not raise the
hopes of the enemies of the Revolution. We are
the continuity, not a rupture.”

People’s World &
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ABC won't
toe neo-liberal line

The intense political pressure on the ABC
to reflect the present government’s wishes,
culminating in the dramatic sacking of the
ABC managing director on the Monday
followed by the resignation of its chairman
on the Thursday, is now plain for all to see.

But the article by Emma Alberici way
back in February “There’s no case for a cor-
porate tax cut when one in five compa-
nies don’t pay it” (posted on February 15 at
johnmenadue.com) that so infuriates the gov-
ernment is a fairly tame affair and not all that
different to articles published elsewhere (Greg

Jericho, Guardian weekly; Peter Martin, Age
and even Ian Verrender, ABC on October 16,
2017).

Alberici stuck to a fairly standard neo-
classical economics approach to analyse some
of the claims for benefits to working people
of the government’s proposed cut to company
income tax.

So, there was nothing radical about the
article and certainly no justification for pulling
it down, let alone sacking the author.

This unprecedented level of interference
shows that the present government is seeking
to increase conformity in the ABC and ensure
that if there is to be economic analysis it must
be along narrow neo-liberal lines and the arti-
ficial “balance” of Liberal-Labor orthodoxy.

So, although the ABC is independent of
advertisers, it is clearly not independent of
the government of the day and certainly not
of government more generally. In its news and
analysis, the ABC will never, for example,
question the US alliance or the “Russia did it”
narrative.

More than ever we need a strong and inde-
pendent ABC, but even more we need the
alternative media like Workers Weekly that are
independent of both government and capital.

David Bastin
Nicholls ACT

Fund Medicare

The MHR [My Health Record] is a major
issue for personal medical confidentiality
that could have catastrophic consequences
for individuals and for patients being
willing to be completely honest with their
doctor.

There is no doubt, on the basis of previous
experience with computer records, that medical
records will be misused and hacked.

The opt-in is the least that can be supported
in the long run but at present the whole MHR
issue has been so poorly handled by the gov-
ernment that we would support calls for the
whole MHR process to be suspended until a
full public enquiry and discussion is held about
the full ramifications of MHR.

As a GP with over 30 years experience I
know many of the records in GP files are out
of date and sometimes just plain wrong about
medications, allergies and even diseases.

So to think all this dubious information is
to be made available, with every other con-
fidential personal medical record, to over
300,000 authorised health workers plus
others and the hackers on the basis that it will
somehow improve health care and is worth
the invasion of medical confidentiality is just
crazy.

Guardian

It goes without saying that having relia-
ble key medical data to be shared with other
health professionals and health care workers
at all levels of the health system would be very
advantageous — especially if they were well
documented and constantly updated. But we
are nowhere meeting the privacy concerns and
minister Hunt’s bungling has now eroded all
trust.

At this stage all that should be available is
a summary that should be held on a person’s
Medicare card and that could be updated with
the patients permission.

This would require a new upgraded
Medicare card. But it is such an important issue
we should not rush into this major change to
medical confidentiality for very little gain.

And if governments were really concerned
about better communication (to save lives and
cost in the health system), they could start by
improving funding to Medicare so that patients
get a reasonable amount of time with their
doctor — including so that the doctor has time
to update the medical record.

Dr Con Costa
Sydney

Culfure
Life

by

Nava Thakuria

Threats to
journalists
are now
omnipresent

Journalists across the globe, and not only
those in conflict zones, are increasingly
endangered.

As we entered the second half of 2018,
shocking news came from the United
States, the professed home of free speech
on earth.

A gunman stormed into the newsroom of
a Maryland newspaper and killed five media
employees, including editors, reporters and
a salesperson. The shootings at the Capital
Gaczette in Annapolis are a reminder that jour-
nalists across the globe, not only those in con-
flict zones, are increasingly endangered.

If the grand democracy of the US has
recently turned dangerous for scribes, the self-
professed world’s largest democracy continues
to uphold its status as a hazardous place for
journalists.

India reported the murder of four journal-
ists in the last six months, a pattern reflected in
its troubled neighbour Pakistan where two have
been killed in 2018. Bangladesh has seen the
murder of one editor-publisher since January
1, whereas other countries on the subcontinent
have avoided murders of journalists.

India lost three journalists in mysterious
accidents within 12 hours in Madhya Pradesh
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and Bihar states on March 25 and 26. Sandeep
Sharma was a dedicated 36-year-old News
World reporter in Bhind, deliberately mowed
down by a truck in the morning hours. He later
succumbed to injuries in hospital. Sandeep
used to contribute media reports against the
sand mafia and had long received threats.

On the previous night, Navin Nischal and
Vijay Singh were hit by a luxury vehicle in the
Bhojpur locality of Bihar and died on their way
to the hospital. The 35-year-old Navin, who
used to work for Dainik Bhaskar, and 26-year-
old Vijay, who was associated with a Hindi
magazine, were riding on a two-wheeler when
the accident took place.

Then, well-known Kashmiri journal-
ist Syed Shujaat Bukhari was shot dead in
Srinagar on June 14 by a group of militants.
The proprietor and chief editor of Rising
Kashmir, Shujaat earlier faced similar attacks
in 2000 and 2006. The brave and outspoken
journalist had since been provided government
security. But this time, both of his security
guards, Hamid Chaudhary and Mumtaz Awan,
also died facing the bullets of violent Islamist
forces.

Starting his career at the Kashmir Times,
Shujaat shifted to The Hindu as its Kashmir
correspondent. Later he established Kashmir
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Media House that publishes English daily
Rising Kashmir, Urdu-language daily Buland
Kashmir and Kashmiri daily Sangarmal.

Shujaat left behind his parents, wife
and two young children. He was buried on
Eid at the end of the holy Muslim month of
Ramadhan.

Pakistan lost Anjum Muneer Raja, who
used to work in Urdu daily Qaumi Pukaar, to
assailants on March 1. Raja, 40, was shot dead
by the miscreants in Rawalpindi locality, while
he was on his way home in the late evening.

The second case in Pakistan was reported
on March 27, when Zeeshan Ashraf Butt, a
journalist from another Urdu daily Nawa-i-
Wagqt, taced bullets. Butt, 29, was allegedly tar-
geted by the chairperson of a local government.

Bangladesh saw the murder of Shahzahan
Bachchu on June 11 in its Munshiganj local-
ity. Editor of Amader Bikrampur, Bachchu is
thought to have been targeted by fundamen-
talists for his free-thinking comments. Various
international rights bodies condemned his
murder and urged the authorities to launch a
genuine probe to find the culprits.

According to the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ), over 260 scribes were facing
imprisonment in 2017 for their work. Turkey,
for the second successive year, emerged as the

country with the highest number (73) of report-
ers imprisoned, followed by China (41). South
Asia reported the imprisonment of around
25 media employees, where Bangladesh
has 10 people imprisoned followed by five
in Myanmar. Besides imprisonment, many
media persons are being abused and physically
assaulted in different countries for their jour-
nalistic activities.

While international media rights bodies
like Reporters Without Borders (RSF), CPJ
and the International Federation of Journalists
(IFJ) have called for justice to all slain media
persons, the media fraternity in the Indian sub-
continent continues to pursue an action plan to
safeguard the journalists akin to military, police
and doctors on duty.

They have raised their arguments loud and
clear that if nations want journalists to do risky
jobs in the name of public interest, their secu-
rity along with justice must be ensured.

*Nava Thakuria is a journalist who has been
covering northeast India for various local,
nqtiona?and international media outlets since
1990. He primarily writes on socio-political
and environmentqrissues in the region, and
has developed a special interest in media
matters.
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The day the US
became an empire

In the following article, Charles Pierson traces the evolution of the
US empire, locating its origins in the annexation of Hawaii in 1898.

For half a century, the United
Kingdom celebrated May 24,
the birthday of the late Queen
Victoria, as “Empire Day”.
The US ought to have its own
Empire Day and it should be on
June 15. It was on June 15, 1898
that the US became an empire.
On that day, the US House of
Representatives voted 209 to 91
to annex Hawaii. (The US Senate
followed on July 6, voting 42 to 21
in favour of annexation.)

One could argue that the US
has always been an empire. Thomas
Jefferson called the US an empire,
but an “empire of liberty” dedi-
cated to spreading freedom around
the globe. Tell that to the Native
Americans killed and dispossessed
by White settlers. Tell that to the
Mexicans. The US seized a third
of their country through war. Still,
it wasn’t until 1898 that the US
acquired its first overseas colony.

Hawaii had been an independent
nation. In 1887, American planters in
the islands had forced a change to the
Hawaiian Constitution which largely
disenfranchised ethnic Hawaiians to
the benefit of wealthy Whites. By
1893, with US support, American
and European businessmen on the
islands had staged a coup d’état,
overthrowing the monarchy and
establishing a Republic of Hawai‘i;
from there, they manoeuvred for
Hawaii’s annexation in 1898. That
same year, Cuba, the Philippines,
Puerto Rico and Guam would be
gathered into the fledgling American
Empire, fruits of the US victory in
the Spanish-American War.

During the 1896 presiden-
tial campaign, Republican William
McKinley, who went on to win in
November, was asked how the US
could avoid a replay of the cata-
strophic 1893 depression. McKinley
answered, “We want a foreign
market for our surplus products.”

McKinley could have said
“abundance” rather than “sur-
plus”. Abundance aptly describes
the wealth pouring from America’s
fields and factories. Abundance
ought to be welcome in any soci-
ety. But not capitalist society. It is a
mark of the perversity of capitalism
that it makes abundance a problem.
The home market, Lenin observed,
cannot absorb the “superabundance
of capital” and goods. Hence:

“As long as capitalism remains
what it is, surplus capital will be uti-
lised not for the purpose of raising

the standard of living of the masses
in a given country, for this would
mean a decline in profits for the capi-
talists, but for the purpose of increas-
ing profits by exporting capital
abroad to the backward countries.”

Lenin’s theory of imperialism
explained the war which had begun
two years earlier, in 1914. Lenin
showed that the war was imperial in
origin. In order to survive, capitalism
is forced to look beyond the nation-
state to the world market. Inevitably,
this brings nations into conflict with
each other. Lenin demonstrated that
imperialism was not separable from
capitalism, but was capitalism’s
“highest stage”. Lenin thought that
revolution would inevitably follow.
He did not foresee that once capital-
ism had reached its “highest stage”,
it would remain there in an indefinite
holding pattern.

“Little brown
brothers”

Belief in White racial superiority
acted as a spur as well as a brake on
America’s imperial expansion. Some
members of Congress opposed impe-
rialism because it was contrary to the
ideal of self-government set out in
the Declaration of Independence. But
there was also strong opposition to
bringing the non-Whites of Hawaii
and Cuba and the Philippines into
what was seen as a White man’s
republic. On the other hand, impe-
rialists argued that it was the White
man’s duty (or “burden”) to provide
leadership to our “little brown broth-
ers”, as William Howard Taft, US
Governor-General of the Philippines
and a future president, would call
them, inasmuch as they were incapa-
ble of governing themselves.

One incident in particular illus-
trates this attitude vividly. The
Filipinos fighting against Spanish
rule believed that the US had prom-
ised to liberate the islands. Instead,
the US took Spain’s place as the
Filipinos’ colonial overlords.

Why this turnaround? As he told
a group of clergy visiting the White
House, McKinley had asked God
what to do about the Philippines.
God responded in a series of bullet
points. America had four options.
Three of these — Filipino independ-
ence, returning the islands to Spain,
or turning them over to “our com-
mercial rivals” France or Germany
— McKinley rejected. McKinley con-
cluded that “there was nothing left

for us to do but to take them all and
to educate the Filipinos, and uplift
and civilise and Christianise them

The US also provided lofty
motives for imposing its hegemony
over Cuba. The US justified the 1898
war with Spain, at least in part, as a
humanitarian intervention avant la
lettre. The US would bring freedom
to the Cubans and end Spanish atroc-
ities. Never mind that the Spanish
atrocities were largely fabricated
by the jingoist newspaper publisher
William Randolph Hearst. When the
USS Maine sank in Havana Harbour
on February 15, 1898, Hearst and
the rest of the yellow press blamed
Spain, adding to the inducements to
war.

In the end, the US double-
crossed Cuba. Now nominally inde-
pendent following Spain’s defeat,
Cuba became a de facto colony of
the US. The US did not annex Cuba
but forced the drafters of the Cuban
Constitution to adopt a provision
(the Platt Amendment) which gave
the US carte blanche to intervene in
Cuba in the future.

The rape of
Puerto Rico

The Filipinos would not finally
be rid of the Americans until 1946.
American hegemony over Cuba only
ended with the victory of the Cuban
Revolution in 1959. Puerto Rico
remains a US possession to this day,
subject to Uncle Sam’s loving care.
Puerto Ricans have been US citi-
zens since 1917, yet are not treated
like Americans. Puerto Ricans have
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no vote for president or represen-
tation in Congress, nor do they
receive the full protection of the US
Constitution.

Last October, Hurricane Maria
devastated Puerto Rico. Researchers
at Harvard have estimated the death
toll at 4,645 — 70 times higher than
the official count. The hurricane crip-
pled electrical service and access to
clean water for months, the catas-
trophe made worse by incompe-
tent disaster relief efforts by the US
government.

The disaster has highlighted
Puerto Rico’s colonial domination
by the US. Award-winning Puerto
Rican filmmaker Frances Negron-
Muntaner writes: “Although it has
become liberal sport to insist on how
different Trump is from everything
and everyone that preceded him, the
president’s response to the hurricane
is consistent with American colonial
history.

“This is manifested in both the
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slowness and limited scale of assist-
ance during Hurricane Maria, and
by the fact that when local leaders
criticised him for it, Trump defended
himself by invoking century-old ster-
eotypes of Puerto Ricans as lazy and
ingrates who ‘wanted everything to
be done for them’.”

Racism pays cash dividends.
Even before the devastation wrought
by Hurricane Maria, Puerto Rico
staggered under the weight of a
$123 billion government-debt crisis.
Since Maria, Puerto Rican suffering
has grown. What Naomi Klein calls
“disaster capitalists” have redou-
bled their efforts to privatise Puerto
Rico’s electrical grid, privatise
schools, foreclose on homes, impose
deregulation and ramp up economic
inequality, all while cutting billions
from the public sector. Look me in
the eye and tell me that colonialism
is a thing of the past.

Happy Empire Day, everyone.
Third World Resurgence &
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Along class lines

Workers and Peasants

Prabhat Patnaik

The program of the Bolsheviks in the early
years of the 20th century was founded upon
the insight that, in countries coming late
to capitalism, the bourgeoisie, instead of
dealing those telling blows against feudal
property that the classic bourgeois revo-
lution in history, the French Revolution,
had done, compromises with the landed
interests. It does so because of its fear that
in the new situation any attack on landed
property could rebound into an attack on
bourgeois property.

Hence the task of liberating the peasantry
from the feudal yoke falls not upon the bour-
geoisie, as had been the case earlier, but upon
the working class, which forms an alliance
with the peasants to carry the democratic revo-
lution to completion; having done so, however,
the working class does not stop there, but pro-
ceeds towards socialism, though in this process
its class alliance within the peasantry under-
goes a change.

This profound insight, expressed in
Lenin’s Two Tactics of Social Democracy
in the Democratic Revolution, underlay the
Bolshevik agenda of striving towards a revolu-
tionary democratic dictatorship of workers and
peasants, which was a precursor to our current
concept of a people’s democratic dictatorship.
Instead of an alliance of the working class with
the liberal bourgeoisie, represented in Tsarist
Russia by parties like the Cadets, which a sec-
tion of the Social Democratic Party consist-
ing of Martynov and others was advocating,
Lenin’s idea was that the Social Democrats
should work instead for the formation of a
worker-peasant alliance. Such an alliance, far
from restricting the scope of the democratic
revolution, would, on the contrary, widen its
sweep.

The worker-peasant alliance, a concept
central to Marxism-Leninism when applied to
the third world context, has thus been seen as
being necessitated by the bourgeoisie’s politi-
cal pusillanimity arising from its historical situ-
ation, its inability, in a world where socialism
has come on the historical agenda and bour-
geois property is already under threat, to carry
through the task it had achieved earlier.

While this conception remains valid, and
indeed the bourgeoisie’s tendency to compro-
mise with landlordism in the new situation has
been vindicated repeatedly by actual experi-
ence in the third world, including in our own
country [India] an additional factor enters the
picture under neo-liberalism. This relates to the
fact that the economic fortunes of the workers
and the peasants now get directly linked; i.e.,
there is a synchronous movement downwards
in the economic fortunes of the workers and
the peasants.

The worker-peasant alliance becomes not
only an instrument for achieving the politi-
cal task of the working class in the context of
the democratic revolution; it also becomes an
essential instrument for improving the eco-
nomic conditions of the working people as
whole in the era of neo-liberalism.

The reason for this linking of the economic
fortunes of the workers and the peasants is the
following. Neo-liberalism unleashes a vigorous
process of primitive accumulation of capital
in the countryside, where the corporate-finan-
cial oligarchy and multinational corporations
impinge on the traditional petty production

Mazdoor-Kisan rally held in Delhi.

sector, especially peasant agriculture, caus-
ing great distress to the peasants. This distress,
whose manifestation in our country has taken
the form of mass peasant suicides, also forces
the peasants to leave their land and migrate to
towns and cities in search of employment.

The acquisition of peasant land “for a
song” by the big bourgeoisie, for all kinds
of real estate projects, often camouflaged as
“infrastructure” projects, has the same effect
of driving peasants off their land.

The Census data in India clearly reveal
this. Between the 1981 and 1991 Censuses, the
number of cultivators (main workers) went up
from 92 million to 110 million. But the number
fell to 103 million in the 2001 Census and to
95.8 million in the 2011 Census. The decline in
other words coincides precisely with the period
of neo-liberalism; and between 1991 and 2011,
the year of the latest Census, the decline in the
number of cultivators comes to almost 15 mil-
lion, a staggering number!

In the towns and cities however, the
number of jobs being created, even when
the GDP growth rate appears very high, is
extremely paltry, not enough to absorb the
natural rate of growth of the urban work-force
itself, let alone those migrating from the vil-
lages. Between 2004-5 and 2009-10, two years
when the National Sample Survey carried out
large sample surveys and which span a period
of high GDP growth, the annual rate of growth
of “usual status” employment (i.e., of those
who consider their “usual status” to be one of
being employed), was a mere 0.8 percent. This
was well below the natural rate of growth of
the urban work-force itself, which could be not
too far below the population growth rate of 1.5
percent.

The migrating peasants therefore only
swell the reserve army of labour in the towns
and cities, though this fact manifests itself
not in a relative growth of open unemploy-
ment, but in a proliferation of part-time
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employment, casual employment, intermittent
employment, and disguised unemployment
(often camouflaged as “petty entrepreneur-
ship”). Employment rationing in other words
takes the form not of more persons being
actually unemployed, but in each person,
on average, being unemployed for a longer
period of time.

But no matter what form it takes, the rela-
tive rise in the reserve army of labour has the
effect of lowering the average conditions of
life of the urban workers as a whole. This is
because no increase takes place in the wage
rate, owing to the rise in the reserve army,
while the reduced number of hours of work on
average implies a lower average income for all
urban workers.

The relative increase in the size of the
reserve army also has the effect of weaken-
ing workers’ organisations. This would happen
even if this relative increase took the form of
larger open unemployment; but it happens even
more markedly when it takes the form of grow-
ing casualisation, an increase in the proportion
of temporary workers. Even the segment of the
working class that has in the past been organ-
ised and unionised cannot escape its impact,
because outsourcing of work and the casuali-
sation of the labour force begin also to char-
acterise the sectors where strong unions have
existed earlier.

The overall effect of the distress of the
peasantry under neo-liberalism therefore is also
to undermine the striking power and the living
conditions of the urban workers. No doubt,
there are additional ways, independent of the
fact of distress migration from the countryside,
in which neo-liberalism also brings about such
an undermining of the workers’ conditions and
organisational strength (such as for instance
the privatisation of public sector units); but
the distress of the peasantry, and hence of the
agricultural labourers as well, compounds this
tendency.
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Because of this, the worker-peasant alli-
ance emerges as the primary weapon in the
struggle for overcoming neo-liberal capital-
ism. And since neo-liberalism underlies the
current conjuncture that spawns the growth
of the communal-authoritarian tendency, with
the generous support of the corporate-finan-
cial oligarchy, the worker-peasant alliance
also becomes the primary weapon for over-
coming this conjuncture and hence for the
ultimate defeat of the communal-authoritar-
ian forces.

But while neo-liberalism strengthens the
objective potential for the formation of an
alliance of workers, peasants and agricultural
labourers, the task of actually forming such
an alliance has to be undertaken. Such an alli-
ance in other words has to be transformed from
an alliance-in-itself to an alliance-for-itself,
to paraphrase Marx’s famous formulation on
the proletariat. It has to be converted from an
objective possibility to an agency that actually
begins to intervene actively.

This complex process of transforming this
alliance-in-itself into an alliance-for-itself has
begun. The Mazdoor-Kisan rally held in Delhi
on September 5, which followed the kisan
march that had occurred in Maharashtra some
months earlier, is a milestone in this process
of transformation. Until now there have been
separate rallies of workers, of peasants and of
agricultural labourers. The September 5 rally
is the first joint rally of the three classes, and
though its immediate demands are for eco-
nomic relief, its historic potential for fighting
neo-liberalism and the communal-authoritari-
anism it spawns, is immense. Its significance
becomes even greater when communal-author-
itarianism is baring its fangs, with nation-wide
arrests of civil rights activists on all kinds of
arbitrary and trumped up charges, and with
the brazen announcement that more arrests are
going to follow.
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