
Aged care

Abuse from profi t
Anna Pha

Residential aged “care” has 
become big business and is get-
ting bigger by the day. The federal 
government subsidises a burgeon-
ing private sector driven by the 
pursuit of profi ts to the tune of 
billions of dollars. There seems to 
be no end of short-cuts when it 
comes to profi t-making, even to 
the point of costing lives.

The ABC’s Four Corners pro-
grams on Monday September 17 and 
24 exposed the systemic abuse and 
toxic conditions found in many of 
these nursing homes. As for the gov-
ernment’s Royal Commission, it is 
a con job. These programs showed 
why we need our ABC!

Taking a few case studies, Four 
Corners highlighted the physical 
abuse of some of the most vulnera-
ble people in our society, with bul-
lying of dementia patients, food that 
did not meet dietary requirements, 
lack of mental and physical stimu-
lation, and patients being overdosed 
on medications to the point of death.

Such practices are not new; 
they have been known for years. 
Successive governments have failed 
to address the situation. Report after 
report has noted the critical situation 
which appears to have worsened in 
recent years with the rapid expan-
sion in the private sector, for-profi t 
industry. Their numerous recommen-
dations have largely gone unheeded.

It is not enough that people are 
exploited all of their working lives, 
pay their taxes, raise the next gen-
eration of workers. No, capitalism 
has found yet another vehicle to use 
them for profi t generation, taking 
away their dignity in the twilight of 
their lives.

Staffing crisis
In March this year, the Australian 

Nursing and Midwifery Federation 
(ANMF) which represents aged 
care workers, launched a campaign 
to make staffi ng ratios in aged care 
law – to protect vulnerable, older 
Australians.

ANMF federal secretary, Annie 
Butler, said: “Nurses and care staff 
struggle because there is simply not 
enough of them, and yet last year, 
owners of aged care facilities pock-
eted over $1 billion in profi ts while 

cutting staff and nursing and care 
hours for residents.”

The severe understaffing and 
under regulation of aged care facil-
ities means elderly Australians in 
almost every community are not 
receiving the treatment they need. 
They are not being properly fed, 
hydrated or safely given medication 
and they are experiencing unneces-
sary pain, suffering and premature 
death, the union said.

“Too often there may be only one 
registered nurse [to] manage the care 
for over 100 nursing home residents, 
or only one carer to feed, bathe, dress 
and mobilise 16 residents in less than 
an hour,” Butler said. That is three 
minutes and forty-fi ve seconds for 
each resident!

It is hard to believe, but there are 
no mandated ratios for aged care and 
no laws to ensure our elderly get the 
care they need.

It is not just staffi ng ratios that 
need addressing. There are questions 
of lack of regulation, of training of 
non-nurse carers, starvation wages 
and the fact it has become big busi-
ness, increasingly run for private 
profi t.

Paid less than 
half average wage

One of the reasons there is a 
shortage of qualifi ed nursing staff 
is the abysmally low salaries paid to 
staff.

Aged care workers are paid a 
base rate of between $20.12 and 
$24.44 an hour depending on their 
level. Registered nurses have uni-
versity degrees. They rely heavily 
on shift-work allowances, overtime 
and weekend penalty rates to make 
ends meet.

In annual terms the award wage 
is between $39,764 and $48,298:

A fi rst-year Assistant in Nursing 
(AIN) in aged care earns $734 a 
week minimum compared to a fi rst-
year AIN in a NSW public hospital 
on $820 a week.

An Enrolled Nurse (EN) in aged 
care starts on $797 a week minimum 
while an EN in a NSW public hospi-
tal earns $1,029 a week.

A Registered Nurse (RN) in aged 
care starts on $853 a week minimum 
compared to an RN in a NSW public 
hospital who earns $1,142 a week.

The Australian Bureau of 
Statistics puts the national average 
wage at just over $1,500 a week.

The workforce is overwhelm-
ingly female. The work is quite 
demanding and carries considerable 
responsibilities, none of which are 
refl ected in the working conditions 
or remuneration.

The industry is also heavily reli-
ant on workers from overseas, stu-
dents and others who are prepared 
to accept such low wages. This is 
one area of work where communi-
cations are vital, yet it is surprising 
how many carers have poor English, 
making it diffi cult for someone who 
may be hard of hearing.

Royal Commission 
whitewash

Prime Minister Morrison, under 
considerable mounting public pres-
sure and a federal election fast 
approaching, on the Monday of the 
fi rst of the Four Corners programs, 
announced there would be a Royal 
Commission into the sector. Just a 
fortnight earlier he saw no need for 
one, just as he had previously seen 
no need for a Royal Commission 
into the banks until there were 

rumblings on the backbenches of 
the Coalition.

This latest Royal Commission is 
not being set up to recommend solu-
tions. It will be yet another review 
that stalls any action on the part of 
the government. But worse than that, 
it is not intended to come up with 
recommendations.

This Royal Commission, accord-
ing to Morrison, has the objective of 
ascertaining the extent of the prob-
lems! Something that is well known 
to all in the industry and all who 
have used its services, and now 
an increased number in the wider 
public.

“If you want to deal with a prob-
lem, you have to be fair dinkum 
about understanding the full extent 
of it. Whether there is a crisis in 
aged care or not is to be determined. 
That is the point of holding a Royal 
Commission. It is not to pre-deter-
mine outcomes,” Morrison said 
announcing the Commission. Does 
he think the public are fools?

“However, incidences of older 
people being hurt by failures of 
care simply cannot be explained 
or excused. We must be assured 
about how widespread these cases 
are. I also want to be assured 

about the care provided to younger 
Australians [with disabilities] living 
in the residential aged care facili-
ties,” Morrison added, confi rming 
there is no intention of the Royal 
Commission offering solutions. Not 
even for any action to fi nd alterna-
tives to putting young people with a 
disability into aged care facilities.

A Royal Commission will do 
nothing to fi x the crisis in aged care 
unless the government introduces 
mandated staffi ng ratios in residen-
tial nursing homes as a matter of 
urgency, according to the Australian 
Nursing and Midwifery Federation 
(ANMF).

“We can’t allow a Royal 
Commission to delay action from the 
government any longer. This gov-
ernment has had fi ve years to fi x the 
problems in aged care – they must 
stop the suffering now.

Tax rorts
Nearly 40 percent of residen-

tial aged care places are provided by 
for-profi t providers. In 2017, the six 
largest of these were BUPA, Opal, 
Regis, Estia, Japara, and Allity. 
Together they operated more than 20 
percent of residential aged care beds.

Continued on page 2

Shadow of oppression Culture & Life

Socialist Realism

6 10

Guardian
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA www.cpa.org.au

The Workers’ Weekly #1841 September 26, 2018

$   2

The defeat of 
fascism in WW2

5

ISSN 1325-295X

Hundreds attend 
memorial

4

We acknowledge the Sovereignty of Australia’s First Nations’ Peoples.



2  September 26, 2018 Guardian

The sordid tale of residential aged care in Australia is in-
dicative of the privatisation push that is taking place across the 
board. The apologists for capitalism and privatisation never 
let up in their claims that private is far more effi cient, that it 
costs less and delivers better services. As the private, for-profi t 
residential aged care demonstrates such claims are manifestly 
inaccurate and dishonest. Aged care is big business, with profi t 
the driving motive, not the needs of the residents of centres. 
Profi ts come at the expense of people’s needs. (See page 1)

Governments spend billions of dollars subsidising privatised 
services which are run for profi t by their corporate mates. 
They do next to nothing to stem the fl ow of hundreds of mil-
lions, even billions of dollars offshore through various company 
structures. The aged care sector is a prime example. Some of 
these companies pay no income tax at all.

Residential aged care is in crisis. The private sector has 
failed dismally to deliver. The amount presently directed to 
subsidies would go a long way towards providing quality care 
once the profi t motive was removed. That can only be done by 
the public sector. The various layers of profi t in the private sys-
tem drive up costs for residents, their families and government.

The Commonwealth audit offi ce recently found that gov-
ernment procurement through contractors, consultants and 
labour hire – a form of privatisation – totalled nearly $50 
billion in 2016-17. Despite this, the Coalition is looking for even 
more opportunities to line the pockets of private companies 
through these kinds of arrangements. Transnationals like 
KPMG, EY, PwC and Deloitte have reaped tens of millions of 
dollars through Commonwealth contracts, and the government 
is increasingly turning to labour hire arrangements that are 
bad for workers and bad for public services.

Plans to privatise the visa system make a mockery of previ-
ous government claims that “we will determine who comes to 
this country”. If the privatisation goes through it will be their 
big business mates who control Australia’s borders and make 
a mint out of issuing visas.

Contracting out the management of the service to big busi-
ness would mean the end of what little public accountability 
and transparency there is. It would also result in higher fees 
and open the way for large-scale corruption. It is vital that 
Australia’s visa system be run by properly trained, publicly 
accountable public servants of the highest integrity who work 
in the national interest. Hundreds of public sector jobs are at 
stake. Those who are able to gain employment in the private 
take-over would face substantial reductions in their wages 
and working conditions. Already successive funding cuts have 
forced cuts in services and huge reductions in staff.

Joe Kelly, writing in The Australian newspaper, outlined 
some of the vested interests involved in the tender process for 
the service. One of the members of a consortium, Australian 
Visa Services, bidding for the contract is Pacifi c Blue Capital. 
The CEO of Pacifi c Blue Capital is a Scott Briggs who also 
happens to be the president of PM Scott Morrison’s local wing 
of the Liberal Party and director of Morrison’s favourite footy 
club, the Cronulla Sharks. Briggs’ Liberal Party connections 
do not stop there. He is a former colleague of Immigration 
Minister David Coleman and previously worked a venture 
capital fi rm managed by Malcolm Turnbull. Other members 
of the consortium include Qantas, PwC and NAB. (“PM’s 
ally the driving force behind bid for $1 billion visa contract”, 
18-09-2018)

With a federal election looming and the Coalition head-
ing for defeat, now is the time to raise these issues with your 
local MP and Senators. As a result of public pressure, the 
government put on hold its plans to privatise Medicare, the 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency, Australian Hearing 
and the Australian Securities and Investments Commission 
registry. After the elections, if it is returned to offi ce, they will 
be back on the agenda. It is important to keep the pressure on 
the government but also to be conscious that under capitalism 
gains are not set in concrete, they must be continually defended 
and fought for. The Communist Party fi ghts for the defence 
of the public sector for immediate and short-term gains but 
also looking further ahead to a socialist society with a strong 
pubic sector serving the people.

The process of privatisation is not only providing new 
sources of profi teering for big business, but is gradually usurp-
ing the role and power of government, strengthening the hand 
and domination of corporations over society.
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Aged care

Abuse from profit

Change the system
Eileen Whitehead

I recently spoke with Alcoa WA 
strikers outside the Fair Work 
Commission (a misnomer if ever 
there was one). They walked out 
in August after negotiating with 
Alcoa for 20 months over the com-
pany’s determination to terminate 
the current work agreement and 
introduce a new enterprise agree-
ment. This would affect employ-
ees not only in Kwinana but also 
at Pinjarra, Wagerup and its 
Huntly and Willowdale bauxite 
mine workers.

If this new enterprise agreement 
is made law, the workers would be 
forced back onto the base industrial 

award, which would lead to mas-
sive pay reductions and sweep-
ing cuts to working conditions, and 
Alcoa has applied to the Fair Work 
Commission, which as we all know 
is pro-business, confi dent it will get 
the go-ahead.

The conversation I had was 
interesting. Knowing that Labor 
introduced the Commission in 2009 
(the Rudd government) the general 
consensus was that even though 
every body believed Labor would 
win the next election and might, ini-
tially, be slightly better for Australian 
workers than the current extremely 
right-wing coalition, on the whole 
the feeling was one of deep distrust 
for a political party which has lost its 

roots and certainly does not represent 
socialism.

The definition of Socialism 
being “a political movement pro-
posing a set of social and economic 
measures, policies and systems char-
acterised by social ownership and 
democratic control of the means of 
production.” (Social ownership may 
refer to public ownership, co-opera-
tive ownership, citizen ownership of 
equity, or any combination of these.)

There was huge support for the 
ACTU’s action to change the rules, 
but it was felt it was the system that 
needs to be changed and that the 
unions must, once again, fl ex the 
little muscle it still has left. 

Continued from page 1
In the fi nancial year 2016-2017, 

these six for-profi t aged care compa-
nies received more than a combined 
$2.17 billion in tax-pay funded gov-
ernment subsidies. This made up 72 
percent of their combined total rev-
enue of over $3 billion.

For the same year they declared 
an after-tax profi t of $210 million. 
But according to a report on these 
six providers, commissioned by the 
ANMF, actual operating profi ts were 
much larger.

The report, Tax Avoidance by 
For-Profi t Aged Care Companies: 
Profi t Shifting on Public Funds, was 
prepared by the Tax Justice Network 
– Australia. It found that “they use 
known loopholes in the system and 
cleverly disguised corporate struc-
tures and tactics to maximise oper-
ating income and avoid tax, while 
taking advantage of generous, tax-
payer funded government subsidies.”

The report notes that, “Most 
global trade is now between subsid-
iaries of multinational corporations 
and not between separate compa-
nies. This has enabled multinational 
corporations to structure their busi-
nesses in ways that allow them to 
shift profi ts from where they are gen-
erated to low or no tax jurisdictions.

“As a result, government budgets 
have been depleted and public serv-
ices have been cut or are under pres-
sure despite growing needs. This is 
the case with aged care funding and 
other public services in Australia.”

It did a study of each of the six 
largest aged care corporations, ana-
lysing to the extent possible com-
pany structures, subsidiaries, loans, 

interest payments, etc, within these 
structures – forms of related party 
transactions.

BUPA
In the case of BUPA, which also 

provides private health insurance 
and runs retirement villages, related 
party interest payments were nearly 
62 percent of total revenues and sig-
nifi cantly greater than pre-tax prof-
its. The lease payments to a related 
party were signifi cantly larger than 
the reported after-tax profi t.

BIOL, BUPA’s UK holding com-
pany, has many direct and indirect 
subsidiaries in tax havens, includ-
ing six subsidiaries in Guernsey, 
two each in the Netherlands and the 
Dominican Republic and one each in 
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Panama and 
Singapore.

“Of total revenue, over 70 per-
cent ($468 million) came from gov-
ernment funding and $196 million 
from resident fees. Government 
funding increased by two percent 
and resident fees increased by 8 per-
cent over the previous year.” At the 
same time BUPA paid almost $3 
million less to their employees and 
suppliers.”

There is no public accountabil-
ity regarding how government and 
residents’ funding is spent. None 
whatsoever.

“In 2015/16 from nearly $7.5 bil-
lion in total income, taxable income 
was less than $352 million and tax 
paid was less than $105 million. 
Bupa is, or has been, under audit by 
the ATO for thin capitalisation – the 
practice of using high interest off-
shore related party debt to artifi cially 

reduce taxable income. It is possible 
that this debt is related to Bupa’s 
aged care business,” the report notes.

Residential aged care is in crisis, 
elderly people are needlessly suf-
fering and dying and staff pushed 
beyond human limits. The private, 
for-profi t sector is incapable of fi xing 
the situation: it is the largest contrib-
utor to the crisis.

Residential aged care does not 
require yet another report. It requires 
urgent reforms including:
• provision of all residential aged 

care by the public sector funded 
by government

• strict regulation of the industry
• regular and random spot checks 

of centres by inspectors, without 
prior notifi cation

• adequate medical supervision and 
treatment

• regulations on dietary 
requirements of the elderly

• programs providing adequate 
physical, mental, social and other 
stimulation

• staffi ng ratios
• a doubling of salaries paid to 

enrolled and registered nurses and 
other carers

• setting of minimum qualifi cations 
for carers.

In addition, immediate action 
should be taken to provide young 
people with disability appropriate 
facilities and care with others of a 
similar age.

We owe it, as a humane soci-
ety, to provide the necessary care 
and services to our valued and in 
many instances most vulnerable 
seniors. 
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Darren Coyne

There’s honesty to be found in the 
desert.

No time for bullshit or excuses.
If you are to survive you need to 

respect, honour and learn from the 
past to ensure a good way forward.

Mob from across the central 
desert region of Australia gathered 
in the outback for the 90th anniver-
sary of the Coniston Massacre, the 
theme of which was “Time to Tell 
the Truth”.

And they did.
The stories revolved around 

Mounted Constable George Murray, 
who led revenge attacks against 
Aboriginal people after the killing 
of white dingo trapper Fred Brooks 
in 1928.

An official inquiry found 31 
people were killed, but the National 
Museum of Australia puts the fi gure 
at more than 60 people who died in 
the various waves of retribution that 
followed.

Local people say many more 
died, and they recalled their stories 
at the gathering.

Northern Territory Police 
Commissioner Reece Kershaw 
offered an apology, saying “there 
was no excuse or justifi cation for 
what occurred 90 years ago”.

“A community should never 
fear their police and police should 
never fear their community,” the 
Commissioner said. “What occurred 
was the breakdown of law and order, 
and in turn violent criminal acts of 
vengeance.

“And whilst we cannot go back 
in time and change what happened 
here, we can, and must, learn from it.

“We have to acknowledge and 
refl ect on these horrifi c crimes that 
were committed by one of our own, 
who was supposed to be there to pro-
tect and serve the community. I have 
no doubt that his actions would have 
spread fear and mistrust of police 
amongst Aboriginal people for many, 
many years. I am sorry that these 
horrifi c crimes occurred.”

Traditional owner Terry Long 
Jupurrula said his people had thought 
long and hard about the best way to 
move forward. “We want to develop 
a story place here to tell people what 
happened, and an interpretive dis-
play,” he said.

“We’ve been struggling for 
a long time to set this up here at 
Yurrkuru. I want to ask for help to 
get water from somewhere – might 
be Yurrkuru on Coniston because it’s 
my land too.

“Yapa land got important history 
for Australia. That’s why we need to 
build something there for the future 
– for Yapa families and white fami-
lies to come along and see and learn 
about what happened.”

Long said he wanted to see a 
national Memory Day for Coniston 
and for recognition of the massacres 
“not only here but all massacres of 
Aboriginal people that happened 
around Australia”.

“We want the government to 
support these things.”

Central Land Council delegate 
Harry Nelson asked if a National 
Park could be created around the 
massacre sites to mark the area’s 
history. Other suggestions were for 
a national day of commemoration 
for Indigenous massacres similar to 
Anzac Day.

The great-niece of Constable 
Murray, Liza Dale-Hallett, travelled 
from Melbourne to attend the cere-
mony. Her brother Chaz Dale and his 
wife also made the trek.

“If we can accept what happened 
here 90 years ago, we might be able 
to accept 60,000 years of history,” 
she said.

“This is not just a story from the 
past. It is something that continues to 
ripple through our families, and for 
me and Chaz it has shaped our lives 
as individuals.”

Dale-Hallett recalled visiting the 
area 15 years ago for a commemora-
tion service.

“We came together with our 
shared histories to openly speak 
about the trauma and suffering of 
the past, for storytelling, compas-
sion and generosity of spirit which 
opened our hearts and offered a form 
of healing and growth,” she said.

“We are here again because 
we believe that facing our history, 
Australia’s history, is so important to 
our futures.

“These stories are still not being 
heard. This history is not just yours 
and ours it is every Australian’s his-
tory. We are here to support the need 
to share these stories with everyone. 
To know the past is to step towards 

being released from it and empow-
ered to create a more positive future.

“We have come to honour those 
killed 90 years ago and the genera-
tions that have suffered since then.

“We feel your grief and stand 
with you to acknowledge your sto-
ries and to remember. We have come 
here to listen from our hearts to your 
truths.”

Following the speeches, those in 
attendance walked to the Memorial 
Stone that was placed 15 years ago 
to lay wreathes.
Koori Mail 
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Traditional owner Terry (Teddy) Long Jupurrula.

Coniston Massacre
90 years on and it’s time to tell the truth
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Disabled People’s Organisations Australia 
(DPO Australia) has welcomed last week’s 
announcement of a Royal Commission into 
Aged Care, with the inclusion of young 
people with disability who live in nursing 
homes, saying that this is a critical oppor-
tunity for the many thousands of older 
people with disability to have their voices 
heard and obtain justice for the violence, 
abuse, exploitation and neglect they have 
experienced.

Unfortunately, there are many more thou-
sands of people with disability who will be 
dismayed that our ongoing calls for a Royal 
Commission into violence and abuse against 
all people with disability have been ignored.

“We have been calling for a Royal 
Commission into violence and abuse of all 
people with disability, including in aged 
care, for over fi ve years,” Therese Sands, 
DPO Australia spokesperson, said. “In 
2015, a Senate inquiry found widespread 
and prolific rates of violence and abuse 
against people with disability, and its key 

recommendation was the establishment of a 
Royal Commission.”

In 2017, over 160 civil society groups and 
over 100 academics joined DPO’s call for a 
Royal Commission into violence against all 
people with disability. The Australian Labor 
Party and the Australian Greens have also 
supported that call to ensure that people with 
disability get a chance to speak out and get 
justice.

In addition, DPO points out that over the 
past fi ve years, the ABC, through two Four 
Corners episodes and a Lateline report, has 
exposed disturbing evidence of the extensive 
patterns of violence and abuse experienced by 
people with disability.

“We are extremely concerned that none of 
these reports has warranted the same speedy 
response by the Australian Government 
through a Royal Commission announcement,” 
said Therese Sands.

“The Prime Minister said that ‘incidences 
of older people being hurt by failures of care 
simply cannot be explained or excused’ and 

that ‘if you want to deal with a problem, you 
have to be fair dinkum about understanding 
the full extent of it’. We agree, and the same 
needs to apply for the thousands of people 
with disability who have experienced violence 
and abuse in a broad range of settings.

“Violence and abuse of people with dis-
ability is systemic. The evidence is extensive 
and compelling. The violence can no longer 
be ignored.”

Recent data shows that the introduction 
of the NDIS has meant that only 23 young 
people with disability have been able to leave 
aged care facilities. This is a disgrace.”

DPO notes that young people do not 
belong in aged care and that the NDIS is not 
working to get young people with disabil-
ity out of aged care and into the community 
where they belong: The Royal Commission 
must consider the crucial stories of these 
young people with disability.

“Many people with disability, who are 
unable to get the essential supports they need 
under the NDIS, are being pushed into the 

aged care system. This Royal Commission 
must look at this vital issue.

“People with disability who are over 65 
are not eligible for the NDIS, yet the aged 
care system is not designed to meet their spe-
cifi c disability support needs. They experience 
considerable inequity in aged care that puts 
them at signifi cant risk of harm, violence and 
abuse. Again, the Royal Commission must 
include these issues.”

“Critically, the Royal Commission into 
Aged Care must consider the specifi c and 
unique issues, disadvantages and risks that are 
constantly faced by women, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and those from 
culturally and linguistically diverse back-
grounds in aged care.”

DPO Australia urges the Australian gov-
ernment to ensure that people with disability 
and our representative organisations are part 
of the development of the Terms of Reference 
for this important Royal Commission into 
Aged Care. 

Australia

Deaths in custody

Hundreds attend memorial
Richard Titelius

On Monday afternoon, September 10, four 
Aboriginal youths who had been seen in the area 
of a failed burglary in the Perth riverside suburb 
of Maylands, were being pursued by police. To 
avoid the consequences of being captured the four 
youths chose to enter the Swan River and swim 
120 metres to the southern embankment of the 
river.

One boy got into trouble and was assisted by 
police, one boy made it to the other side and was 
found with relatives the next day and two youths 
were lost sight of and drowned. A cold front had 
come through at the time and conditions were cold 
and windy and the water was quite choppy.

The Aboriginal community in Western Australia 
had heard and seen it before too many times: Young 
Ms Dhu who died in police custody in Port Hedland 
while apprehended for non-payment of fi nes; Elijah 
Doughty who died while being pursued on an alleg-
edly stolen motorbike when the owner driving a four 
wheel drive hit the boy; and Mr Ward, the Aboriginal 
elder from the Western Desert who died while being 
transported to Kalgoorlie in searing heat in a prison 
van with the air conditioning broken down.

The family of the deceased youths understood the 
feelings were high in the community and to help deal 
with their own grief and the grief of the Aboriginal 
community held a memorial to the two 17-year-olds 
who had been lost to the river that day. Over 500 
mostly Aboriginal people turned up to the memorial 
which was held on the banks of the river near where 
the boys had entered the water on that fateful day.

“They brought fl owers, embraced and wept, 
many draped in Aboriginal fl ags, and came from 
around the state, including Yamatji people from the 
mid-West town of Mullewa, where some of one of 
the youth’s family live.” The welcome to country 

was done by Noongar Elder Uncle Ben Taylor who 
said he had been going to too many funerals of their 
young people and that these boys had a long life 
ahead of them cut short.

Other Aboriginal Elders also spoke about how 
many of them had grown through the turbulent years 
of youth and made mistakes from which they had 
learnt and then gone on to lead happy and productive 
lives.

James Spratt, the grandfather of Trisjack 
Simpson, one of the boys who had died in the river, 
acknowledged some people were angry but that they 
would wait until the enquiries had run their course 
before pushing for answers to their questions. There 
will be an inquest which will be treated the same as 
if the youths were in custody as the deaths were in 
police presence.

Family friend and Aboriginal activist Mervyn 
Eades said the community was hurting greatly as they 
had seen it happen too many times to their people and 
it is now 2018 and it is still happening. “When some-
thing like this happens to one of us it happens to all 
of us,” Eades said.

To conclude the memorial there were a few 
beautiful and heart felt gestures including a smok-
ing ceremony of fresh eucalypt leaves, distribution of 
rosemary twigs to the crowd, the release of balloons 
of the colours of the Aboriginal fl ag but none was 
more powerful than when two youths waded out into 
the cold river up to waist high with a white banner.

The Communist Party of Australia joins in the 
expression of grief and sorrow on the tragic loss of 
Aboriginal lives and awaits the answers from the 
enquiries which it is hoped will be thorough yet 
expedient – which should bring forth truth as well 
as justice and the necessary changes to ensure the 
end of the senseless loss of Aboriginal life in these 
circumstances. 

Royal 
Commission 
must include 
people with 
disability
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Marcus Browning

Hitler came to power in Germany 
in January 1933 and immediately 
started to suppress all opposi-
tion to Nazi rule. Trade Unions 
were smashed, the Communist 
Party was banned and all opposi-
tion parties and individuals were 
silenced by the terrorist dictator-
ship that was imposed. The Nazis 
preached the superiority of the 
German race and launched a pro-
gram of rearmament and prepa-
rations for war.

The Soviet Union together with 
the communist parties around the 
world launched a campaign to warn 
that fascism meant war and that if 
Hitler was to be stopped a world-
wide anti-fascist front had to be cre-
ated. The Soviet Union called for a 
system of collective security against 
the rise of fascism.

Unfortunately the western 
powers, led at that time by the 
British and French governments and 
a number of other European coun-
tries, encouraged the rearmament of 
Nazi Germany believing that its viru-
lent anti-communism meant it could 
be used to attack and destroy the 
socialist Soviet Union. They rejected 
any collective security pact with the 
Soviet Union.

The fi rst example to prove that 
fascism was synonymous with war 
came when Nazi Germany and 
Fascist Italy supported the fascist 
uprising of some Spanish generals 
who, after a long and bloody war, 
imposed the Franco dictatorship in 
that country.

Of all the European countries, 
only the Soviet Union came to the 
aid of the democratically elected 
Spanish republican government. 
However, Franco was successful 
and emboldened by the weakness of 
the British and French governments, 
Nazi Germany intensifi ed its war 
preparations.

Warning
The 7 th  Congress  of 

the Comintern [Communist 
International] held in Moscow in 
1935 was an important milestone. It 
warned the world of the real nature 
of fascism describing it as the “open 
terrorist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, most chauvinist and 
most imperialist elements of fi nance 
capital”.

All the attempts of the Soviet 
Union to achieve a united opposi-
tion to the expansionism and war 
threatened by the Nazis were in 
vain. Instead of invading the Soviet 
Union immediately as some western 
leaders hoped, the Nazis fi rst over-
ran the whole of Western and Central 
Europe, including France and com-
menced the bombing of Britain.

On June 22, 1941 the Nazis did 
invaded the Soviet Union and in 
this very act, created the circum-
stances that would lead to the defeat 
of the Nazis and fascist regimes 
of Germany and Italy and, in the 
Pacific area, the Japanese milita-
rists. By 1943 the Japanese armies 
had overrun most of Asia and the 
islands of the Pacifi c as far south as 
PNG which at that time was a British 
and Dutch colony. The Japanese had 
invaded China in 1931.

Far from the Soviet Union col-
lapsing under the weight of the 
Nazi attack, as all other European 
countries had done, the people of 
the Soviet Union resisted the Nazi 
onslaught and, after suffering huge 
casualties, the Soviet Red Army 
stopped the Nazi advance on the out-
skirts of Moscow. It was here that 
the fi rst defeats suffered by the Nazi 
armies were infl icted.

It was fi nally in the crucible of 
war that the common front against 
the Nazis for which the Soviet Union 
had been calling for many years, was 
achieved.

Mutual assistance
A pact of mutual assistance was 

concluded between the Soviet Union 
and Britain which at that time was 
led by Winston Churchill.

The battles fought on the Soviet 
front became a legend among those 
who were involved throughout the 
world in the struggle against Nazism 
and fascism.

The scorched earth policy, the 
formation of the guerrilla units 
fi ghting in the rear of the German 
armies, the transport of whole indus-
tries from the western regions of 
the Soviet Union to the interior, the 
names of Soviet Army command-
ers such as Marshalls and Generals 
Zhukov, Rokassovsky, Sokolovsky, 
Vassilevsky, Konev and, of course, 
Stalin who was commander-in-chief 
of the Soviet armies, became house-
hold names.

The sieges of Leningrad and 

Moscow and the heroic resistance 
at Stalingrad have gone down in the 
annals of military history. The Battle 
of Kursk was the biggest tank battle 
ever fought by tank brigades. These 
battles were also the scenes of major 
defeats suffered by the Nazi armies. 
These Soviet victories prepared the 
way for the offensives of the Soviet 
Red Armies that eventually resulted 
in the Nazi armies being driven out 
of the whole of the territory of the 
Soviet Union, the crushing defeat 
of the Nazis and the liberation of 
Eastern Europe.

It was the Soviet armies that lib-
erated Berlin and hoisted the red fl ag 
over the German Reichstag in that 
city. It was the Soviet Red Army 
that liberated the Auschwitz concen-
tration camp and released from this 
living hell those who survived in this 
concentration camp that will forever 
remain as a reminder of the barbarity 
of fascism.

The struggle for the defeat of the 
Nazis last from June 1941 to May 
1945. In this time the Soviet Union 
suffered at least 27 million killed, the 
total or partial destruction of 1,710 
towns and more than 70,000 villages 
and hamlets and had its industrial 
capacity wrecked.

Second front
In this period the people of 

Britain, Australia and other coun-
tries campaigned for the opening 
by the western powers of a second 
front in Europe. This was even-
tually achieved and British, Free 
French, American and other armed 
forces attacked the Nazis in Western 
Europe. The US had joined the war 
in Europe and the Pacifi c following 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour.

The sweeping consequences of 
the defeat of fascism and the part 
played by the socialist Soviet Union 
had far-reaching consequences in 
Europe and Asia. A number of social-
ist countries came into existence in 
Eastern Europe after their peoples 
drove out the quislings (collabora-
tors and traitors) who had sided with 
the fascists.

But the consequences were not 
limited to Europe. The defeat of 
Japanese militarism in the Pacifi c, in 
which the Soviet Armies also played 
a very signifi cant but often ignored 
part, resulted in the victory of the 
Chinese revolution and the formation 
of the People’s Republic of China in 
1949. Successful revolutions also 
took place in Vietnam and in part of 
the Korean peninsula.

The defeat of fascism also led to 
the intensifi cation of the struggles of 
the colonial people against the occu-
pation and exploitation of their coun-
tries. Indonesia won its independence 
from Dutch colonialism. India threw 
off the yoke of British colonialism. 
Malaysia and Singapore became inde-
pendent. One after another the many 
colonial countries in Asia and Africa 
became politically independent.

Cold war
As a result of these far-reaching 

developments the western powers 
which refused to accept the loss 
of their colonies and the sweep of 
socialist revolutions in Europe and 
Asia, launched the Cold War which 
was a political, economic and mili-
tary campaign with the aim of restor-
ing capitalism in all the socialist 
states and re-imposing colonialism 
in one form or another.

In the post-war period the US 
has established military bases in over 
100 countries and, using modern 
technology, is attempting to mili-
tarise space with the objective of 
imposing its control over the whole 
of the world.

Once again there is a major 
attack being made on the democratic 
rights of the people. Trade unions 
are being suppressed, progressive 
minded individuals are being ostra-
cised in the media and the exploita-
tion of working people, pensioners, 
the sick and the elderly is being 
intensifi ed.

Concentration camp type deten-
tion centres have been established, 
in the fi rst place to imprison those 
seeking asylum and are open to use 
for the imprisonment of others as the 
new struggles against war and new 
forms of fascism arise.

Nazism and fascism was 
defeated in the 1940s as a result of 
the struggles of the people of many 
countries who came to see that fas-
cism meant war, racism, oppression, 
intensifi ed exploitation and the most 
barbaric social and political policies.

Today a similar front is needed 
to defeat the new threat of wide-
spread war, the poverty created by 
the savage exploitation by the tran-
snational corporations, the attempt 
to re-impose colonial regimes, the 
destruction of democratic rights and 
the terror used against the people by 
the Nazis in the 1930s and ’40s. 
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Shadow of oppression
Giacomo Grison

Last month, British mining company Rio 
Tinto confi rmed plans to sell its US$3.5 
billion stake in Grasberg, the world’s larg-
est gold and second largest copper mine 
in Indonesia’s remote Papua region. The 
move came after an attempt to regain trust 
from investors that dropped the company 
on ethical grounds. Since it joined its oper-
ations in Grasberg with American mining 
conglomerate Freeport-McMoRan in 1996, 
Rio Tinto has faced accusations of com-
plicity in environmental devastation and 
human rights abuses in the area.

Covered by thick tropical rainforest host-
ing some of the world’s most biodiverse envi-
ronments, Papua was once considered an 
untouched paradise. Yet, the political and envi-
ronmental struggle its inhabitants are facing is 
hardly known to most, and neither is the role 
of foreign investors like Rio Tinto and British 
Petroleum – both of which bear responsibility 
for this forgotten crisis.

Oppressed and 
marginalised

Published in July, Amnesty International’s 
report said that Papua is a land plagued by pov-
erty, underdevelopment and political oppres-
sion. In 2014, Indonesian President Joko 
Jokowi Widodo committed to improving the 
region’s situation, a test which, according to 
Amnesty, the government “like those before 
it”, has failed.

The report revealed that, between 2010 
and 2018, 95 victims of suspected unlaw-
ful killings were recorded in Papua, none of 
which were followed by independent criminal 
investigation.

“A major issue regarding the Papuan crisis 
has been the culture of impunity surrounding 
the widespread cases of unlawful killings and 
abuses against civilians,” says Papang Hidayat 
of Amnesty International Indonesia.

Since it passed under Indonesian control 
in 1963, following the termination of Dutch 
colonial rule, Papua has never known peace. 
A political struggle for self-determination 
emerged in the early 1960s under the leader-
ship of the Free Papua Movement which was 
met by Jakarta with growing repression.

It is estimated that between 100,000 and 
500,000 Papuans have lost their lives in the 
confl ict, most of which were civilians killed by 
security forces.

Alongside political repression, the region 
has also suffered from a long-lasting condi-
tion of underdevelopment and marginalisation. 
Today, of all Indonesian occupied possessions, 
Papua has the lowest life expectancy and the 
highest infant and maternal mortality rates.

Earlier this year, the death of over 100 
children caused by a measles outbreak in the 
remote regions of Asmat and Okab sparked 
worldwide condemnation. Indonesian news-
paper The Jakarta Post criticised the govern-
ment’s delayed response to the emergency, 
pointing out that warnings about low immuni-
sation levels had reached the Health Ministry 
as early as September 2017.

The shadow of Grasberg
“From the very beginning, economic inter-

ests in Papua were too high for the Indonesian 
government to let it go its own way,” says 
Adriana Sri Adhiati, a coordinator at the 
UK-based Indonesian human rights organisa-
tion Tapol.

Military coup leader Mohammad Suharto 
assumed power after the overthrow of the pro-
gressive independence Sukarno government 
in 1967 and opened up the country to Western 
investment plunder.

One of the main projects on the table of 
negotiations was the Grasberg mine located in 
the Papuan Highlands. “There was no space 
for Papuan claims on Suharto’s agenda,’ says 
Adriana.

Today, Grasberg represents one of 
Indonesia’s biggest tax revenue sources, with 
mine reserves worth approximately US$100 
billion.

Over the decades, Grasberg has turned 
into a symbol of the Papuan confl ict. Freeport 

spends US$5 million annually for government 
provided security – a move that has effectively 
militarised the whole area as clashes between 
Indonesian forces and local communities con-
tinue to grow more violent.

A study published in 2001 by Dr Chris 
Ballard at Australian National University found 
evidence of “the extrajudicial killing of as 
many as 200 people between 1975 and 1997”, 
in and around the Freeport contract of work 
area almost all of them were unarmed civilians.

“There has never been consent from local 
communities as far as the Grasberg site is con-
cerned,” says Andrew Hickman of the London 
Mining Network, an alliance of development 
and solidarity groups in the UK. “This is 
extremely relevant given the project’s environ-
mental and social costs,” he says.

When Rio Tinto teamed up with Freeport, 
it was well aware of the controversies sur-
rounding the site.

“Since 1997, over 200,000 tonnes of tail-
ings (mining waste) are dumped into the 
river ecosystem every day. This mining prac-
tice destroys the coastal and river areas in the 
Mimika regency,” said Indonesian environ-
mental campaigner Pius Ginting at the com-
pany’s annual general meeting held in London 
last April.

Rio Tinto of course has always denied any 
responsibility for the situation.

In 2008, Norway’s pension state fund 
divested from Rio Tinto by selling its US$650 
million stake in the company, justifying their 
decision on ethical grounds linked to Grasberg.

In an attempt to regain the trust of socially-
concerned investors, the company has recently 
negotiated with Indonesia to exit the mining 
operations in Grasberg. A move which Andrew 
Hickman views as an easy way to escape 
accountability for its past misconduct.

When he asked the company how it intends 
to address the situation in Grasberg once it 
has left the mine, chairman Simon Thompson 
replied: “I am not sure I can answer the 
question.”

Despite widespread criticism generated 
by Rio Tinto’s policies, the UK’s attitude 
towards the British corporation is lenient if not 
entirely accommodating. “Recent conservative 
UK governments have focused on supporting 
British businesses abroad, from the mining 

to the oil and gas industry. This includes Rio 
Tinto,” says Hickman.

“The company, listed at the London Stock 
Exchange, is hugely dependent on investment 
from the fi nancial world of the city, which UK 
governments could have regulated according 
to minimum ethical standards. But they have 
deliberately chosen not to do so,” he says.

Green light for 
British Petroleum

In 2002, the UK granted asylum to Papuan 
leader Benny Wenda, who fl ed Indonesian jail 
where he was facing trial for having alleg-
edly led an independence rally. Since then, 
Britain has attracted a wide array of civil soci-
ety movements campaigning for Papuan rights. 
The International Parliamentarians for West 
Papua, for example, was launched in 2008 by 
the support of several British MPs, including 
its co-founder and current Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn.

Despite this, British foreign policy in 
Papua continues to back Indonesian rule to 
guarantee its interests in the region, which go 
well beyond the mineral sector.

“There is a deep disconnect in the British 
political system between economic logics 
and discourses around political freedom,” 
says Hickman. He highlights then PM David 
Cameron’s meeting with Benny Wenda in 2009 
to express empathy for his political struggle.

“Some years later, in 2015, Cameron vis-
ited Indonesian President Widodo in Jakarta 
and they signed a bilateral agreement to expand 
British Petroleum (BP)’s project in Papua by 
around US$3.8 billion,” he says.

The project was kick-started in in the 
Bintuni Bay area. BP’s Tangguh gas field 
is now the largest investment in the Papuan 
region. Since Tangguh’s inception BP has 
endeavoured to distance itself from the contro-
versies surrounding Grasberg.

“More than half of our workforce in 
Tangguh is Papuan,” states the company on its 
website. “We are committed to reaching an 85 
percent Papuan workforce by 2029.”

Yet, in Hickman’s view, Tangguh and 
Grasberg bear a fundamental similarity: “Both 
projects present a scenario where foreign com-
panies have come into Papua to make a deal 

with the Indonesian government and profi t 
from natural resources. No consensus has been 
sought from local communities.

“But BP has managed to keep criticism 
away, using great efforts to rebrand itself.

“It set up an organisation called the 
Tangguh Independent Advisory Panel (TIAP) 
that has acted as a buffer between the company 
and the civil society. BP is paying for public 
fi gures to sit on this panel.”

TIAP’s previous chairman was US Senator 
George J Mitchell, Obama’s special middle-
east envoy.

“BP hired Mitchell, a well-respected left 
leaning politician, to be the public face of cor-
porate responsibility,” Hickman continues. 
“But how can the panel claim to be exercising 
independent scrutiny when its members receive 
fi nancial remuneration from BP itself?”

The Tangguh project, according to stud-
ies conducted by the campaign group Down to 
Earth, has led to profound disruptions to local 
people’s lives, including loss of traditional land 
and wildlife, waste generation from industrial 
activities and restricted access to coastal fi sh-
ing areas.

Sponsoring repression
The UK’s involvement in the region 

has gone even further. A report published in 
2016 by the Politics of Papua Project at the 
University of Warwick highlighted another 
serious, yet often overlooked issue.

“Britain provides training and delivery 
of military equipment to Indonesian forces, 
including units deployed in Papua,” the study 
states. Researcher Connor Woodman, who co-
authored the report, explains that the UK has 
developed a strong relationship with two units, 
both heavily involved in the Papuan confl ict.

The fi rst is Kopassus, an elite force of the 
Indonesian army that has been accused over 
the decades of extensive human rights viola-
tions in the country. “Long-lasting relation-
ships between the UK and Kopassus were 
interrupted in the late 1990s, when it came out 
that the unit was the main genocidal force in 
East Timor,” says Woodman. “In 2008, Obama 
restarted training Kopassus; the UK followed 
shortly after.”

He reveals that Cranfield University 
in south-west Oxfordshire has been 

Grasberg: “Since 1997, over 200,000 tonnes of tailings (mining waste) are dumped into the river ecosystem every day.”
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running a joint MSc in Defence and Security 
Management with the Indonesian Defence 
University in Jakarta.

“Since 2009, 53 Indonesian military offi c-
ers have been trained in the UK as part of the 
program, supported and funded by our Ministry 
of Defence. Many of them are Kopassus offi c-
ers,” Woodman adds.

The second, perhaps more controversial 
Jakarta-Westminster partnership concerns 
Detachment 88, an elite anti-terrorism squad 
of the Indonesian Police Force. Formed after 
the 2002 Bali bombings which killed over 200 
people – mostly tourists – the unit has been 
heavily deployed in the Papuan region, par-
ticularly around Grasberg, to counter local 
separatists.

Elaine Pearson, deputy Asia direc-
tor at Human Rights Watch, has criticised 
Detachment 88 for having “an appalling record 
of human rights violations” in Papua, arguing 
that they treat non-violent political expression 
as a criminal activity and arresting political 
activists on dubious charges.

“The UK is the second largest trainer and 
funder of the unit,” says Woodman. “The 
British government sends Metropolitan Police 
offi cers to train Detachment 88 personnel in 
Jakarta,” he adds.

A few years ago, Woodman made enquir-
ies with the Foreign Offi ce to question the UK 
government’s controversial relationship with 
the force. “They have no interest in seeing 
how their material support to Indonesia is 
effectively employed. One of the staff told me: 
‘They (Detachment 88) do what they want, we 
have to care about the security of British tour-
ists in Bali.’”

A troubled horizon
In recent years, calls for a referendum for 

Papuan independence have been raised in large 
numbers. With tensions between Papua and 
Jakarta remaining high the future of the region 
looks far from certain.

Today, experiences of terror, violence and 
discrimination are still part of Papuans’ daily 
lives. As remote as these stories may appear, 
they are in fact much closer than we care to 
acknowledge.
New Internationalist 

Magazine

Victor Grossman

BERLIN: The events in the Saxon city of 
Chemnitz recently were truly frightening. 
The sight of Nazi-tattooed thugs growl-
ing threats as they stormed through the 
city centre, chasing and beating up pre-
sumed “foreigners,” journalists or any 
other perceived foes, invoked memories of 
Charlottesville a year ago – or Germany 
in the 1930s. Stretched-arm Hitler salutes 
from the base of the large bronze bust of 
Karl Marx in Chemnitz added bitter irony.

Especially alarming was the shoulder-to-
shoulder friendship at the head of the biggest 
march by leaders of the “anti-Islam” PEGIDA, 
a violent right-wing group, various other Nazi 
groups and the “respectable” Alternative for 
Germany party. The AfD, with 92 deputies in 
the Bundestag, is now vying for second place 
in national polls and eagerly awaiting the next 
elections.

Also disturbing was the conduct of the 
police. Always quick with mass deployment 
at leftist rallies, this time, despite clear signals, 
only 600 cops were sent in to control 6,000 or 
more violent right wingers. At the next con-
frontation, two days later, the police blocked 
several hundred anti-fascist demonstrators for 
hours in a so-called kettle operation, not let-
ting even fi rst aid helpers out unless they were 
physically supporting one of those injured.

As ever after such events there was a loud 
cry of anguish from most pillars of society. 
Saxony’s minister-president decried violence 
again – but again played down its importance. 
In view of AfD strength in Saxony some fear 
he may be thinking of a coalition with it after 
state elections in 2019.

There has been more than enough collusion 
at higher levels. Hans-Georg Maassen, head of 
the Offi ce for the Protection of the Constitution 
(BfV) – like the FBI – fi rst denied accusations 
that he had met several times with Frauke Petry 
when she was AfD leader to advise her about 
winning more popularity.

But then, like a ray of sunshine, came 
truly good news! Quickly reacting to the mob 
take-over, anti-fascist groups organised an 
open-air concert in Chemnitz with seven rock 
bands. Their slogan was “Wir sind mehr!” – 
“We are more” (or “We’re the majority”) and 
while upwards of 8,000 fascists from all over 
Germany had raged through town on Monday 
August 27, very different crowds now poured 
into town the following Monday, also from all 
over Germany. Estimates ranged from 50,000 
to 65,000! Mostly young people, they enjoyed 
their kind of music – which, that evening, bore 
a clear, sharp, anti-fascist message.

While right-wing media sniffed that one 
of the bands was very far-left radical, even 
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier sent his 
blessing to this big boost for all those oppos-
ing the Nazi menace. Lines were being drawn 
in Germany!

That was on September 3. One day later it 
was followed by another key event, the long-
awaited launching of a new “collective move-
ment” – “Aufstehen” (Stand up, or Rise up! 
– and pronounced Owf-shtayen). It is led most 
prominently by Sahra Wagenknecht, co-chair 
of the LINKE (Left) caucus in the Bundestag, 
and her husband Oskar Lafontaine, once a top 
Social Democrat in West Germany, then a co-
founder of the united East-West LINKE party.

At the press conference Wagenknecht 
explained: “Aufstehen – neither a party nor 
an alliance of parties – is rather a kind of 
loose association in which anyone can join 
in.” No-one need quit a party they belong to, 
just sign up, no dues, and you can tell us what 
you think (via Polis, an electronic system “for 
open ended feedback and participatory democ-
racy”). About 110,000 have already signed up, 
she stated.

“The aim of the movement, basically, is to 

encourage members of left-of-centre parties to 
push them into more action, but also to impel 
voters who have turned away from the classical 
parties to fi ght for their rights. ... Many people 
are tired. They expect more from the parties. 
Those now fi ghting for a different political 
course are too few in number to win out. That 
is why we need you to join us if you share our 
goals!”

Supporters of Aufstehen point out that 
the Social Democratic Party has largely aban-
doned its close participation in the struggles of 
the labour movement and the fi ght to preserve 
world peace, especially in the past 20 years, 
often as part of the government. This had cost 
it eight million voters.

Most of these, dissatisfied by stagnant 
and worsening conditions for working people 
and worried about the future, either refrained 
from voting or fell for the siren voices of the 
AfD, including their anti-immigrant ranting. 
Relatively few moved to the LINKE party, 
now all too stable at 9 -11 percent in the polls. 
This is particularly the case in eastern Germany 
where, once much stronger, it had often joined 
in state coalition governments, and many now 
saw it as “part of the establishment,” one of the 
“same old parties.”

As for the Green party, although currently 
gaining in the polls, it has been lampooned by a 
one-time founder and party leader, who is now 
joining Aufstehen, as “being no longer inter-
ested in fi ghting structural poverty” but rather 
in making life better for its well-to-do member-
ship and going along with the military adven-
turism of the government. It had even tempered 
its environmentalism.

“Politics has governed over the heads of 
the people”, Wagenknecht claimed. “At the 
very latest the events in Chemnitz have clearly 
shown that things cannot continue in the same 
old way and that we urgently need a new politi-
cal departure. ... Not all of those who took part 
in the right-wing marches in Saxony are Nazis. 
... I am sick of leaving the streets to PEGIDA 
and the rightists. ... I want to weaken the AfD 
by speaking about what is really moving 
people. ... The dissatisfaction has become so 
strong not primarily because of the refugee 
question but because society is falling apart, 
because of the worsening of economic con-
ditions. ... That means opening the doors to 
voters who moved to the AfD out of despera-
tion. But not to the hard-core Nazis with their 
Hitler salutes.”

This question is a cause of dispute in the 
LINKE. Some claim that Aufstehen goes too 
far in down-playing the racist anti-immigrant, 

anti-foreigner aspects of the rightist increase 
with its attraction of confused or misled voters. 
They say Sahra Wagenknecht or Lafontaine 
should have gone to Chemnitz. Of course, this 
could apply to innumerable other leaders, but 
perhaps it hurts more in this case. She stresses 
the guilt of western nations, like Germany, in 
causing mass migration, and the need to end 
exploitation and weapons sales. But ques-
tions and debates on left-wing attitudes toward 
immigrants, refugees and borders will hardly 
be avoidable if and when Aufstehen grows.

The new movement, though close in 
nearly all other questions to the LINKE, is 
not aligned against any left-of-centre party but 
wants to increase pressure on all three main 
ones. Its fi rst list of 40 better-known supporters 
includes two or three once prominent Greens 
and two or three Social Democrats, includ-
ing a son of former Chancellor Willy Brandt, 
one SPD member of the Bundestag, and young 
Simone Lange, mayor of the North German 
city of Flensburg, who received a surprising 
one-third of the vote at the last SPD party con-
gress in a rebellion against fi rmly-established 
Andrea Nahles. There were also writers, musi-
cians, religious leaders, and middle-level union 
leaders.

As for the LINKE, Wagenknecht remains 
co-chair of the Bundestag caucus, and 
some from the party’s left wing fully sup-
port Aufstehen. Others are angry and indig-
nant at a new organisation which, they 
charge, can weaken or split the party. The 
two-party co-presidents, though certainly 
sceptical, have taken a largely wait-and-
see position. Wagenknecht’s co-chair of the 
caucus, Dietmar Bartsch (who was one who 
did risk his neck in Chemnitz), stated care-
fully that “a cultural struggle is being waged 
by the rightists. Every idea opposing them 
should be taken seriously. Perhaps Aufstehen 
offers a chance to strengthen the entire politi-
cal Left and fi nd our way to different parlia-
mentary majorities.”

That is the chance, that is the hope of many 
progressively-thinking Germans, who have 
looked with some envy at the mass appeal 
of the Sanders and Corbyn movements, of 
Podemos in Spain and Jean-Luc Mélenchon 
in France. The great concert in Chemnitz and 
more recent rallies have indicated the poten-
tial for a wide-reaching turn toward the left. If 
effective it will certainly be attacked in many 
ways. Its main hope lies in the degree of activ-
ity and action it promotes, for peace and for the 
people. It cannot begin too soon!
People’s World 

Germany

Lines are 
being drawn
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Alex Gordon

The latest advert for Ukraine’s armed 
forces depicts chiselled military hunks 
over a caption: “THEY WILL PROTECT 
YOUR INVESTMENTS – Ukrainian 
Army: protecting the borders of civilisa-
tion.” In reality, Russia was Ukraine’s larg-
est single investor in the fi rst six months 
of 2018, comprising 34.6 percent of total 
foreign direct investment.

Advertising slogans for Ukraine’s army tar-
geted at English-speaking investors are a sign 
of increasing desperation within ruling circles. 
Recent public reports of the mafi a running 
Odessa, Ukraine’s largest port, were linked 
via the Paradise Papers in a BBC investiga-
tion to money laundering in London’s prop-
erty market by Alexander “The Don” Angert 
and his enforcer Hennady Trukhanov, currently 
Odessa’s mayor.

Ukraine’s real economy meanwhile is 
fl atlining. GDP collapsed from US$183 bil-
lion per annum in 2013 to US$93 billion last 
year.

The average Ukrainian wage today is low. 
In May rail workers shut down production at 
Ukraine’s largest steel mill in wage protests 
against owners ArcelorMittal.

Daily shelling of urban areas and civil-
ian infrastructure by Ukraine’s army and their 
allied fascist paramilitary formations affects 60 
percent of the population of the Donbass living 
along the heavily mined 457 kilometre contact 
line with the breakaway Donetsk and Luhansk 
People’s Republics.

Food insecurity has doubled in Ukraine 
since 2016, now affecting 1.2 million people, 
alongside escalating cases of multidrug-resist-
ant TB, HIV and even polio.

According to the UN refugee agency, 
Ukraine currently has 1.8 million internally 
displaced persons and the World Health 
Organisation records 4.4 million affected by 
the war in the east, of whom 3.4 million require 
humanitarian assistance and protection. Over 
10,000 have died.

In this human catastrophe, it is remark-
able that the British government’s gift of 
another £35 million in aid to Ukraine’s mili-
tary announced in June 2018 receives so little 
media attention.

Britain’s latest donation is in addition to 
£850,000 of “non-lethal” military equipment 
announced by then Tory defence secretary 
Michael Fallon in March 2015.

Around 100 British military trainers were 
deployed to run 30 courses for infantry, medi-
cal and logistics corps across 14 military sites 
in the Ukraine.

Britain also installed a “senior adviser” 
inside Ukraine’s defence ministry, no doubt, 

given Ukraine’s epically corrupt politics, to 
ensure British largesse is greasing the right 
palms.

British military funding of Ukraine, how-
ever, is dwarfed by that of Canada and the 
United States.

In April this year the US supplied Javelin 
anti-tank missiles to Ukraine and in May 2018 
the US Congress approved US$250 million of 
military funding, specifi cally including deliver-
ies of lethal weaponry.

On September 1, President Donald 
Trump’s special envoy to Ukraine Kurt Volker 
(a neo-con, acolyte of senator John McCain, 
previously appointed by George Bush as US 
ambassador to NATO) announced further US 
arms supplies would follow, boasting of rising 
anti-Russian sentiment in Ukraine.

One day earlier, a terrorist bomb in 
a central Donetsk cafe killed Alexander 
Zakharchenko, leader of the Donetsk People’s 
Republic. Ukraine is where the new cold war 
has tipped into a hot war.

However, Ukraine’s endemic corrup-
tion, state instability and poor-quality armed 
forces have proved to be constraints on NATO 
ambitions. These constraints have reinforced 
a reliance on far-right militias, with links to 
organised crime and neo-Nazi, white suprema-
cist groups.

Socialists have long warned against the 
dangers of Western states nurturing far-right 
Ukrainian political forces. In June 2018, 
Labour MSP Neil Findlay criticised a visit to 
the Scottish Parliament by Andriy Parubiy, a 

founder of the neo-Nazi Social-National Party 
of Ukraine (SNPU), saying: “I would prefer to 
know the next time I am asked to welcome a 
racist, fascist Nazi to this parliament.”

Predictably, the Labour MSP was accused 
of having “tallied perfectly with Kremlin 
messaging.”

More recently, however, “Bellingcat” (an 
“open source, social media investigation” web-
site with a pronounced pro-NATO reputation) 
has warned about Western fi nancial, military 
and political support for Ukrainian neo-Nazis.

This suggests that NATO countries’ 
increasing reliance on openly neo-Nazi para-
militaries to maintain the current pro-Western 
regime in power in Ukraine is causing serious 
concerns.

On August 30, Bellingcat published a 
report (“Ukrainian Far-Right Fighters, White 
Supremacists Trained by Major European 
Security Firm”) by Oleksiy Kuzmenko, detail-
ing the “sophisticated training geared towards 
combat application” delivered since 2016 by 
the European Security Academy (ESA) to 
Ukraine’s neo-Nazi Azov Battalion, now part 
of Ukraine’s National Guard.

Californian Congressman Ro Khanna, a 
strong critic of Azov, claimed in May 2018 that 
the “battalion has very much engaged in inci-
dents of neo-Nazism.”

Khanna characterises Azov as a “neo-
Nazi battalion” and promoted the 2018 US 
Congressional ban on the use of US budget 
funds “to provide arms, training, or other 
assistance to the Azov Battalion.”

Based in Wroclaw, Poland, ESA is 
Europe’s largest private military training 
agency. Serving British soldiers are sent there 
on specialist training and security courses paid 
for by the British government as part of “reset-
tlement programmes” to prepare them for the 
world of private security contractors in civvy 
street.

Azov Battalion veterans and activists in 
Azov’s political party, The National Corps, 
received special-ops training at ESA’s train-
ing centre in Poland along with activists of 
other far-right organisations in Ukraine linked 
to attacks on Roma, LGBT persons and civil 
rights activists.

Members of Azov’s aggressively expand-
ing street force, the National Militia, which 
attacks minorities in Ukraine and seeks to 
mirror law-enforcement to enforce “Ukrainian 
order,” also received ESA training.

Yet another, Tradition and Order, “an 
aggressively expanding violent ultra-nationalist 
organisation,” at least one of whose leaders is 
a self-admitted “national-socialist” with a pen-
chant for Nazi salutes, also attended an ESA 
course in Poland.

Politicians like Neil Findlay have shown 
that it is possible to stand up against the nor-
malisation of the far right in Ukrainian politics.

It is now essential that the Westminster 
government is held to account for its fund-
ing and training of far-right, Ukrainian 
paramilitaries.
Morning Star 

NATO’s 
fascist wedge in Ukraine

Ukrainian servicemen stand in a line during a rehearsal for the Independence Day military parade. (Photo: Gleb Garanich)

International

In our namesTowards peace
Hundreds of Israeli citizens have 
put their names to a letter of sup-
port for Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn. Signed by both Jewish 
and Arab citizens “committed to 
civil equality within Israel,” the 
letter rejects accusations directed 
at Corbyn, noting that he has 
been “subjected to sustained 
attacks for his supposed friend-
liness to anti-Semitism” since 
becoming party leader.

The letter reads: “Some of 
Corbyn’s accusers, such as Israeli 
PM Binjamin Netanyahu, are them-
selves notorious racists and allies of 
known anti-Semites, like [Hungarian 
Premier] Viktor Orban and the Polish 
nationalists.

“Even as many Corbyn critics 
claim to respect the right to criticise 
Israel, their attacks seem designed to 
shut down debate on Israel-Palestine 

and prevent a future Labour govern-
ment from applying any real pressure 
on Israel to change its policies.”

Recognising the reality of 
anti-Semitism, the letter’s authors 
applaud the party’s “sustained efforts 
to fi ght within its ranks.”

They add: “These efforts are 
free from the hypocrisy of the right, 
which decries anti-Semitism, real 
and imagined, while openly encour-
aging racism of other kinds.

“In a global climate of rising 
fascism, this hypocrisy is extremely 
dangerous. It is absolutely necessary 
to repudiate anti-Semitism while also 
standing up for Palestinian rights and 
for socialism.”

The letter was sent to Labour’s 
annual conference, which opened 
last Sunday in Liverpool.
Morning Star 

Major steps towards peace in the 
Korean peninsula were taken 
today as North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un promised to dis-
mantle the country’s main nuclear 
complex to “eliminate the danger 
of war.”

The declaration was made 
during the third summit between Mr 
Kim and his South Korean coun-
terpart President Moon Jae In in 
Pyongyang.

Mr Kim said: “We have agreed 
to make the Korean Peninsula 
a land of peace that is free from 
nuclear weapons and nuclear 
threat,” pledging that international 
inspectors would be allowed to wit-
ness the dismantling of the complex 
at Nyongbyon.

The two leaders agreed to 
remove landmines and 11 military 
posts from the demilitarised area 
separating the countries, with a 

no fl y-zone established above the 
30-mile border.

“The road to our future will not 
always be smooth and we may face 
challenges and trials we can’t antici-
pate,” said Mr Kim.

“But we aren’t afraid of head-
winds because our strength will 
grow as we overcome each trial 
based on the strength of our nation.”
Morning Star 

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

email: tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Elizabeth Rowley *

The pressure’s on. While Canadian Trade 
Minister Chrystia Freeland gamely smiles 
and tells reporters every day that a deal on 
NAFTA is “close”, President Trump tweets 
that he’ll “cause the ruination of Canada” 
with 25 percent tariffs on Canadian-made 
cars if the renegotiated deal isn’t “totally 
on our terms. Totally.”

“And every time we have a problem with 
a point, I just put up a picture of a Chevrolet 
Impala,” Trump adds. The Chevy Impala is 
made by General Motors workers in Oshawa, 
Ontario.

It’s not an idle threat. TD Bank economists 
project job losses of 160,000, most of them in 
Ontario, if Trump imposes a 25 percent tariff 
on cars made in Canada. Scotiabank econo-
mists project the tariffs would cut Canada’s 
economic growth by 25 percent – in an econ-
omy that’s already slowing down, facing 
mounting unemployment, and growing public 
anger.

But the losses wouldn’t stop with the auto 
industry. They’d bubble out from there because 
the auto sector is at the very heart of manufac-
turing in Canada, the driving force of the econ-
omy. The impact would be devastating on the 
jobs, wages, and living standards of all those 
whose livelihoods are connected directly and 
indirectly to the auto industry. The effect would 
be immediate on cities like Windsor, which is 
wholly dependent on the Detroit automakers 
Ford and Chrysler.

It’s unlikely that Trump would stop at tar-
iffs on auto, steel, aluminium, newsprint, and 
softwood lumber. Punishment would be total, 
as demonstrated by Trump’s $200 billion 
in punishing tariffs on China, with another 
“$267 billion ready to go on short notice if 
I want.”

Canada exported $57 billion in cars and 
another $15 billion in auto parts to the US in 
2017. The tariff threat using a US “national 
security” law shows just how far Trump is 
prepared to go in order to force Canada to 
sign onto a NAFTA agreement “totally on US 
terms.”

What Trump wants
Previous free trade deals have hollowed 

out manufacturing and industrial jobs from the 
US (and Canada) as corporations moved opera-
tions to low-wage, low-tax, and de-regulated 
and unregulated jurisdictions around the world. 
Gigantic super-profi ts followed for the big cor-
porations, and mass unemployment, wage cuts, 
and falling living standards for workers.

Trump has promised to bring those jobs 
back to the US, and he may have accom-
plished part of that with the US-Mexico 
deal, which requires that 75 percent of autos 

be produced in the US and Mexico in order 
to be sold in North America. The deal also 
requires that 40 percent of Mexican autow-
orkers be paid a minimum of $16 an hour, 
which Trump expects will slow the exodus of 
US auto plants to Mexico. This is no benign 
gesture to raise wages and living standards 
of exploited Mexican autoworkers, who earn 
$3 an hour and will never be able to buy the 
cars they build. It’s about keeping auto jobs 
in the US by making it unprofi table for auto-
makers to move their operations over the 
border.

For Canada, it will encourage the US Big 
Three automakers to move operations to the 
US. It will put even more pressure on unions 
and workers, to drive down liveable wages in 
Canada to poor levels paid in the majority of 
right-to-work states where unions barely exist. 
It will pressure unions to adopt more of the 
two- and even three-tier wage rate systems that 
permeate the US and have penetrated the auto 
industry in Canada for two decades.

But the US wants more. Dairy farmers in 
the US have been told that Canada’s supply 
management system in agriculture is the cause 
of their very real misery.

Supply management has protected farmers 
in Canada for decades, putting a fi nancial fl oor 
under dairy and poultry producers, provid-
ing milk, egg, and poultry quotas in exchange 
for guaranteed incomes. These protections 
are under attack by agribusiness – multina-
tional corporations in agriculture which aim to 
increase profi ts at the expense of farmers.

Trump’s demands include opening the 
Canadian market to US Class 7 ultra-fi ltered 
milk used to make cheese and yogurt, worth 

US$200 million a year. This would create 
havoc in Canada, forcing plant closures and 
job losses in production. An estimated 15 per-
cent cut to milk quotas could bankrupt small 
farmers, dealing a lethal blow to supply man-
agement in the dairy sector, greater than the 
impact of all previous trade concessions (TPP, 
CETA, etc) combined.

But Canada isn’t the problem. It’s US 
capitalism’s “sink or swim” free market pol-
icies which have created a glut and dropped 
the price of milk through the fl oor, forced 
family farmers into enormous debt, and 
pushed many into bankruptcy and foreclos-
ures. It’s US policy that has abandoned farm-
ers from New England to the Midwest states, 
and it’s the Trump administration that’s to 
blame.

Trump also wants many other concessions. 
Chief among them is NAFTA’s Chapter 11 
Investor State Dispute Settlement Mechanism 
that allows corporations to sue governments 
for “future lost profi ts.” Another is Chapter 
19’s dispute settlement mechanism, which sets 
up expert panels to settle disputes between 
NAFTA governments over trade. Canada has 
won every dispute over softwood lumber that 
the US has launched because of these impar-
tial panels.

Trump also wants complete access to 
Canada’s cultural industries and its public serv-
ices, including health, education, childcare, 
long-term care, and everything else.

Trump wants continued and unfettered 
access to oil and other natural resources. He 
is opposed to climate change remediation or 
any action that would impede corporations and 
corporate profi ts.

What Canada needs
The past months have been an educa-

tion for working people, with a front row seat 
to watch how US vulture capitalism and the 
Trump government regard Canada and the 
world. What the US president and adminis-
tration propose to do to Canada to get their 
NAFTA terms is exactly what they do to every 
other country where they do business. Their 
tactics, including insults and threats of eco-
nomic sanctions and instability, have shocked 
Canadians, but for the US, this is business as 
usual.

The Canadian federal government should 
assert Canada’s sovereignty and independ-
ence, and get out of NAFTA now, while we 
can. It should end the continuing integration of 
Canada into the US economy and the pattern 
of subservience to US economic, social, and 
foreign policy demands.

Instead of NAFTA, we need a trade policy 
that is multi-lateral and mutually-benefi cial 
with countries around the world. We need an 
economic policy that puts job creation at the 
top of the agenda, starting with an industrial 
strategy that develops value-added manufactur-
ing to build the whole country, and public own-
ership of oil, gas, and other natural resources.

Our priorities should be strong universal 
social programs, health, education, and child-
care; reversal of climate change; and foreign 
policy objectives of peace and disarmament, 
instead of rearmament, war, and aggression.

Another world is possible and urgent.
* Elizabeth Rowley is leader of the Communist 
Party of Canada
People’s Voice 

International

Trade as plunder

Canada should 
get out of NAFTA

In Yemen, starvation unprecedented
The Western-backed war on Yemen is in 
danger of leaving a further one million 
children without enough food to sustain 
life, Save the Children warns. The humani-
tarian charity warned of “starvation on an 
unprecedented scale” in the Middle East’s 
poorest country, where 5.2 million children 
face famine due to a food blockade at the 
port of Hudayda.

In a new report, Save the Children says an 
additional one million children are at risk of 
famine as rising food prices and a drop in the 
value of Yemen’s currency cause widespread 
food insecurity.

Around two-thirds of the country’s popu-
lation receive food supplies through Hudayda, 
which has been the scene of intense fi ghting 

between Houthi rebels and the Western-
backed Saudi-led coalition that is imposing 
the blockade, despite warnings of a humani-
tarian catastrophe.

Following the collapse of talks in Geneva 
earlier this month, the United Nations has 
warned that, “in a worst-case scenario,” the 
battle for Hudaydah could cost up to 250,000 
lives. Saudi forces have accused Iran of smug-
gling weapons to Houthi rebels through the 
port, though both parties deny the allegations.

And Save the Children warned that any 
blockade of Hudayda “would put the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of children in immedi-
ate danger, while pushing millions more into 
famine.”

War has raged in Yemen since Houthi 

rebels ousted Saudi-backed President Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi in 2014. Riyadh and its 
regional allies began their bombing campaign 
in March 2015 aimed at reinstalling Hadi’s 
government.

The coalition been accused of war crimes. 
Last month, it received global condemnation 
for fi ring a missile at a school bus, killing 
more than 40 children as they returned from 
a picnic.

A total of some 10,000 people, 6,000 
of them civilians, have died in the confl ict, 
according to the UN, and, despite claims that 
only “rebels” are targeted, much of the coun-
try’s infrastructure has been destroyed.

With millions of people on the brink of 
starvation and a deadly cholera epidemic 

attributed to the war, Britain and the US 
have nonetheless continued to provide Saudi 
Arabia with weapons and military support.

Save the Children chief executive Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt said: “Millions of chil-
dren don’t know when or if their next meal 
will come. In one hospital I visited in north 
Yemen, the babies were too weak to cry, their 
bodies exhausted by hunger.

“This war risks killing an entire genera-
tion of Yemen’s children, who face multiple 
threats from bombs to hunger to preventable 
diseases like cholera.”
Morning Star 
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Reactionary right show 
their true colours

Guardian readers may recall the storm 
that erupted in 2002 when allegations 
of child abuse were fi rst levelled against 
Australia’s most prominent Catholic, 
Sydney Archbishop George Pell. Yet it was 
the then Prime Minister John Howard who 
found himself the centre of media attention.

And this was not the fi rst time Archbishop 
Pell had been called to respond on the child 
sex abuse issue. 

He provoked outrage for being publicly 

dismissive of claims made against Clergy: “I 
... mentioned that the church is being attacked 
for [sex abuse] sometimes by elements that are 
a bit anti-Christian”.

And also: “Abortion is a worse moral 
scandal than priests sexually abusing young 
people.”

Yet even in the face of this Pell was forced 
to admit that the Church, under his direction, 
had in the past paid “hush money” to people 
who had been abused by Catholic Priests as 
children.

The allegations were and remain levelled 
directly at Dr Pell.

Yet without hesitation, John Howard, com-
mitted a blatant abuse of his offi ce as Prime 
Minster when he publicly declared a verdict on 
the issue: “I believe completely George Pell’s 
denial”.

When asked on what basis Howard was 
able to declare such unequivocal support, all 
he could offer was: “I rang him this evening 
and spoke to him.”

Arch-reactionary Catholic and the then 
Workplace Relations Minister Tony Abbott 
stated: “I have to say that the allegation as so 

far reported strikes me as being absolutely out 
of character.”

Thus we still have this jaundiced and reac-
tionary outlook.

Dr Pell is an arch-conservative who was 
moved to Sydney to get rid of the progressive 
elements in the Church there. He lies at the 
extreme right of the political spectrum along 
with the Vatican and the likes of John Howard.

Keep in mind that Pell is publicly and 
viciously homophobic, anti-abortion and 
strongly opposes women’s rights.

Jo Dunleavey
Wodonga

A matter of respect
Discussion of aged care all too often cre-
ates the impression that our aged citizens 
are just a burden, now that their work-
ing lives are over. Aged care services are a 
market; there’s little recognition that older 
folk have contributed to the well-being of 
younger generations, and that they deserve 
a decent farewell.

Moreover, the cost of looking after our 

aged citizens is currently met in their last few 
years, rather than over the course of their work-
ing lives.

Even if we remain healthy throughout most 
of our lives, we will almost certainly require 
special care as physical and mental health dete-
riorates in old age. However, Medicare does 
not cover the cost of this care, nor is there a 
separate system equivalent to Medicare which 
does.

There is surely a better method of meeting 
our national responsibilities for aged care, for 
example by creating an aged care levy, which 
would be collected throughout everyone’s 
working life, and would provide funds for the 
care of aged citizens, no matter what propor-
tion of the population they represent.

Our aged care system should not involve 
loss of the family home before or after the 
death of the individual concerned, or the impo-
sition of huge fi nancial burdens on the aged 
person and their families.

It should treat them with respect. We all 
deserve that.

Mati English
Sydney

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  tpearson@cpa.org.au

The arts scene in the early years of revo-
lutionary Russia was one of hectic activ-
ity and ferment. Initially there were those 
– mainly youngsters – who thought that 
anything that shocked their elders must be 
revolutionary, so obscenity must be super 
revolutionary! We’ve all met “revolutionar-
ies” of that stamp.

In Russia, that trend fell away in the course 
of the Civil War that followed the Revolution 
and the accompanying Intervention by no less 
than 14 imperialist states. During the New 
Economic Policy, which followed the victory 
of the Revolution on the territory of Russia, 
when limited private enterprise was encour-
aged while the economy tried to recover from 
the ravages of war, some revolutionary artists 
enthusiastically embraced the theory known 
as Futurism. The Futurists believed that the 
Revolution required a complete rupture from 
the past and, therefore, so did Soviet art.

The collection of Futurist art in the Russian 
Museum in Leningrad (as St Petersburg was 
still called when I saw it) is breathtakingly 
brilliant. However, its applicability to the com-
plexities of laying the foundations for building 
a new society was problematic. The rival trend 
in Soviet art was realism, which had a lengthy 
and equally vibrant history of its own. Realism 
was much more applicable to the needs of a 
country coping with the complexities and dif-
fi culties of building a new society. And it was 
certainly more useful than Futurism.

By the mid to late 1920s, Soviet art, lit-
erature and cinema had matured and Soviet 
cinema in particular had actually begun to wow 
the world. Individual artists, however, were 
still essentially feeling their way. Those who 
turned to fi lm, for example, had to experiment 
with and then fortunately discard concepts such 
as “eccentric acting” and mechanistic acting, or 
that fi lms should never have any actors at all.

Then, at the beginning of the ’30s, with the 
collectivisation of agriculture completed, the 
building of Socialism could begin in earnest 
and art – in all its forms – was perceived as 
an extraordinarily valuable means of educating 
the people of this new society, both for their 
own intrinsic benefi t and as a way of furthering 
the development of socialism.

The writer Maxim Gorki, whose own life 
experiences had made him a committed social-
ist, wrote an article in 1933 entitled “Socialist 
Realism”. Gorki’s contention was that, in the 
conditions of trying to build a socialist society 
while combating imperialist subversion, sabo-
tage and war, committed Communist writers 
could not afford to waste their artistic gift on 
producing inconsequential or frivolous works.

If they were serious about Socialism, said 
Gorki, then they had no option but to dedicate 
their art to the great cause of the liberation of 
humanity. Art, as the slogan of the time went, 
is a weapon! For the artist, that meant embrac-
ing Realism, the approach to art that involved 
peeling back the surface to peer underneath 
to ascertain what really made something tick, 
especially social phenomena.

And not just Realism, said Gorki, but 
Socialist Realism, realism with a political 
purpose, realism applied to furthering the 
Revolution. Gorki enlarged on the concept 
at the Soviet Writers’ Congress in 1934. The 
Congress adopted Gorki’s proposal, but not all 
his listeners actually grasped his point. In fact, 
as subsequent events showed, seldom has such 
a simple concept been misunderstood – and 
misrepresented – by so many.

Anti-Communists from the “left” and the 
right lampooned the idea. But even more dam-
aging was the way assorted sycophants rushed 
to demonstrate their revolutionary zeal by 
defending Socialist Realism without under-
standing Gorki’s argument at all.

They reduced it to a collection of irrational 
formulae: the central character of a “socialist 
realist” story (or fi lm or painting) had to be 
a worker, preferably a heroic worker such as 
a tractor driver or a union organiser. Another 
central character had to be a Communist who 
could (and invariably did) elucidate the politics 
of the story for the benefi t of the characters and 
the reader.

In this bastardised version of socialist real-
ism, the workers are always united and they 
always win, whereas in real life they often 
aren’t and they often don’t. Ironically, the real-
istic story of a defeat can be far more illumi-
nating than any number of routine formulaic 
success stories.

Instead of being an approach to art appli-
cable across all genres, socialist realism was 
reduced to the status of being just another 
genre itself. This was frequently the situa-
tion in Australia. One artist, who actually 
taught “socialist realism” for the CPA, happily 
admitted in her reminiscences that she did her 
“socialist realist paintings in the morning and 
her abstract paintings in the afternoon”!

The same artist/teacher was told that every 
work of art “had to have a message”. Like 
many others, she took this literally, so liter-
ally that whenever she couldn’t readily deter-
mine what “message” the image in one of her 
own paintings contained, she actually wrote an 
appropriate message across the surface of the 
painting! Crude? You think? And she taught 
the subject!

Capitalism, of course, seized on this cor-
ruption of Gorki’s thesis, which reached its 
zenith in the 1950s, and relentlessly (and very 
effectively) used it to discredit Socialism, espe-
cially among intellectuals. Communists were 
left in the embarrassing position of trying to 
defend the indefensible.

Nevertheless, however much Socialist 
Realism has been misrepresented – whether 
deliberately or simply through ignorance – the 
principles enunciated by Gorki remain sound. 
Artists committed to Socialism, revolutionary 
change and the liberation of humanity should 
use their art to further the cause of Socialist 
revolution. It’s a no brainer.

How you do it, is the question. Not by 
always making your hero a worker, not by 
invariably winning every struggle. That is 
Revolutionary Romanticism, not any form of 
realism. Socialist Realism is based on truth, 
truth in the depiction of society, truth in the 
depiction of human character, truth in the rep-
resentation of the relationship between people 
and their work, between people and the means 
of production. In other words, it is primarily 
Realist.

When Socialist Realism is sneeringly dis-
paraged by Trotskyists or any other counter-
revolutionary elements, don’t be shy about 
defending it. After all, the lies they are pedd-
ling originate with the ruling class and should 
be treated accordingly. 

Socialist 
Realism

Culture
&Lifeby

Rob Gowland

Increase the Productivity of Labour by Yuri Pimenov (1927).
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The acting in Operation Finale is 
so outstanding that it needs to be 
the fi rst thing mentioned in this 
review. The most powerful per-
formance is given by Oscar Isaac 
who plays the role of the man who 
pulls off a job allowing millions of 
Holocaust victims, their families, 
and the world to achieve closure 
in one of the worst horrors ever 
to have befallen humanity. The 
takeaway from Finale’s power-
ful acting and a great plot is not 
nearly as complete as it could 
have been, however, had there 
been some better work by the 
scriptwriter, Matthew Orton, at a 
key point in the fi lm.

Isaac plays Peter Malkin, the 
Israeli agent who finds and cap-
tures Adolph Eichmann in 1961 in 
Argentina. Eichmann was perhaps the 
most notorious of Nazi war criminals, 
the architect of what the Nazis called 
the “fi nal solution” to the so-called 
Jewish problem – the systematic plan 
to exterminate every single one of the 
millions of Jews in Europe.

The fi lm opens with Malkin and 
a few other Mossad agents closing 
in on a house in Austria during the 
Christmas season of 1954. Inside, a 
man, his wife and their young child 
are admiring their beautifully deco-
rated tree when there is a knock at 
the door. Before opening the door, 
the man hides two beautifully bound, 
swastika-embossed books behind 
other manuscripts on a shelf. He is 
snatched by the Israeli agents as soon 
as he opens the door and is shot to 
death as he tries to escape. 

While he was a Nazi he was not 
the Nazi Malkin was assigned to get. 
Malkin, before he leaves the scene, 
sees the mother and child looking out 
the window, with the Christmas tree 
behind them, wondering what hap-
pened, as yet unaware that the man 
of the house was dead. Isaac portrays 
at this moment a Malkin haunted by 
what he sees – a mother and child 
with a husband and father dead at 
Christmas.

It’s the fi rst time in the fi lm that 
we catch a glimpse of the mental tor-
ment Malkin is living with. He suf-
fers from recurring flashbacks of 
things he has witnessed in earlier 
years. The worst of these involve 
fl ashbacks of a woman and her chil-
dren attacked in a wooded area by 
Nazi soldiers, a scene of the fearful 
woman carrying a bundled infant 
and, worst of all, a scene of the 
woman hanging dead from a tree. 
The identity of the woman is con-
cealed from the viewer until the 
very end of the fi lm in a powerful, 
moving, and memorable clip.

We leave the house where the 
Mossad agents apprehended the 
wrong Nazi and enter a movie thea-
tre in Argentina. There, a handsome, 
blond, Aryan-looking youth named 
Klaus chuckles out loud when a 
woman in the film on the screen 
is exposed by a racist for being an 
African American passing for white. 
Klaus and his neo-Nazi friends 
clearly relish the distress of the 
African American woman. Sylvia, 
played by Haley Lu Richardson, is 
a woman sitting in front of Klaus. 
She turns around to tell him to quiet 
down but is attracted to the hand-
some youth who she doesn’t know 
is Eichmann’s son. He is attracted to 
her too although he has no idea she 
is Jewish. They start dating.

She eventually realises who 
Klaus and his father (who he calls 
his uncle at fi rst) really are and she 
lets her father know. He informs a 
Mossad agent and from there the 
Mossad in Israel go to work on a 
plan. Malkin, in his head, and the 
Mossad, as a group, debate whether 
to just kill Eichmann or capture him 
and bring him back to Israel. Catch 
him and bring him to trial is the 
option they choose.

The plot is amplifi ed by all the 
main actors. Nick Kroll, as Malkin’s 
co-agent, provides comic relief 
to Isaac’s haunting seriousness. 
Melanie Laurent, who plays a doctor 
who was Malkin’s ex, is believ-
able as the anaesthesiologist on the 
Mossad extraction team who is there 
to drug Eichmann so he can be trans-
ported from his Argentine hidea-
way to the airport and then fl own to 
Israel.

Ben Kingsley does a power-
ful and memorable portrayal of 
Eichmann. You see in Eichmann 
both a mild-mannered intellec-
tual who says he did nothing more 
than love his country, and a monster 
responsible for the most unimagina-
ble crimes against humanity. In the 
safe house where the Mossad agents 
hold him until they can transport him 
to the airport, Kingsley and Isaac go 
one on one as Malkin tries to get the 
mass murderer to sign a form they 
need for their superiors in Israel 
to go ahead with a trial. The scene 
where Malkin shaves Eichmann 
while the war criminal is tied to a 
chair has you on the edge of your 
seat as you can just tell what Malkin 
wants to do with the razor.

As the two go at it, there are 
fl ashbacks of mass killings and piles 
of bodies wrought by the fi nal solu-
tion, putting the lie to Eichmann’s 
insistence during the interrogation 
that he was a man who loved his 

country and who really was noth-
ing more than a functionary putting 
people on trains – trains, we know, 
that brought people to their deaths. 
The fl ashbacks become more hor-
rifi c as the interrogation continues. 
I’m not going to do a spoiler on read-
ers here so I won’t reveal what hap-
pens from here on out. I will say, 
however, that it is at this point in the 
fi lm that the writer falls short of what 
he could have done to make sense of 
the Holocaust to the many who will 
see this fi lm. “What better place than 
here?” I asked myself, as I sat watch-
ing these fl ashbacks.

Why not clips of the concentra-
tion camps run by the huge corpora-
tions as slave labour camps so they 
could pile up their profi ts unencum-
bered by the need to pay any work-
ers? Why not a clip showing how 
those same corporations profi t today 
as multi-nationals? Why not a fl ash-
back of some of the CEO’s wining 
and dining Hitler and his henchmen?

Why not clips of the Vatican 
emissaries and German bishops who 
hid and protected Nazi war crimi-
nals and how they aided Eichmann’s 
escape from a post-war jail in 
Germany, funnelling him and others 
into Argentina in the first place? 
Why not fl ashbacks of US offi cials 
who helped them out? Why not a clip 
of Argentina’s right-wing “populist” 
president Juan Peron meeting with 
the Nazi war criminals and getting 
their advice on how to stop commu-
nists and other Argentinian leftists?

One movie can’t do everything 
and what this movie does do – show 
the inhumanity of the Nazi’s fi nal 
solution and the humanity of people 
like Malkin – it does well. But how 
much better it would be if people 
could have left the movie theatre 
understanding a bit more about the 
responsibility of the capitalist system 
itself for Eichmann, for the Nazis 
and for the worst crimes in human 
history.

Years ago when I left the con-
centration camp memorial at 
Buchenwald in what was then 
the socialist German Democratic 
Republic (East Germany) everyone 
in our group with me left the camp 
with that understanding. Most of 
the people leaving the theatre with 
me last Sunday, I fear, left without 
that understanding. Because the fi lm 
is so well done many in the theatre 
were moved to tears at the end when 
they learned the story of the woman 
haunting Malkin’s memory. It would 
have been nice if they could have 
understood more about why it all 
happened in the fi rst place.
People’s World 

Film Review by John Wojcik

Operation Finale

Oscar Isaac as Peter Malkin, the Israeli agent who fi nds and captures 

Adolph Eichmann in 1961 in Argentina.

The Guardian
Editorial Offi ce

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833 

Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

Editor: Tom Pearson

Published by 
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by 
Spotpress 

24-26 Lilian Fowler Pl 
Marrickville 2204

Responsibility for electoral comment 
is taken by T Pearson, 

74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, 2010

Subscription to The Guardian
12 months: $100 ($80 conc / $150 solidarity) 6 months: $55 ($40 conc / $80 solidarity)
Special offer : 10 issues for $10 (new subscriptions only)
NAME:    ___________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________POSTCODE:____________

Pay by  Cheque Money order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
Phone in details on 02 9699 8844 or info@cpa.org.au Or send 
to: Guardian Subscriptions
 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
or by credit card:  Mastercard  Visa *$20 minimum on cards
Card # _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _
Amount: ________ Expiry Date: ____/____  Date: ________
Signature:________________________________________

Every Thursday 6:15 pm
GAELIC CLUB 1/64 Devonshire 

Street Surry Hills

Sarat Chandran 02 9674 9179

psaratchandran@gmail.com

www.politicsinthepub.org.au

September 27
FUELLING WAR: 
AUSTRALIA AND THE WEAPONS INDUSTRY
• Dr Sue Wareham, VP Medical Association for Prevention of War, 

Australia
• Dr Hannah Middleton, Peace activist, member of IPAN, and 

Communist Party of Australia

October 4
BDS OF ISRAEL: SUCCESSES TO DATE AND 
THE CAMPAIGN TO BOYCOTT EUROVISION 2019
• Mona Abu Zalaf, Final year Law and Journalism student UTS, 

Palestinian activist
• Hilmi Dabbagh, BDS Australia

October 11
NECESSARY EVIL: 
HOW TO FIX FINANCE BY SAVING HUMAN RIGHTS
• David Kinley, Professor, Human Rights Law, Sydney University, author 

of Necessary Evil

October 18
HOW SHOULD AUSTRALIA POSITION ITSELF 
GIVEN DONALD TRUMP’S FOREIGN POLICY 
AND US GLOBAL INTERESTS?
• Speakers TBA

October 25
THE DECLINE OF THE US – HOW REAL IS IT?
• Speakers TBA

November 1
CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACT: 
GOVERNMENT, BUSINESS and PUBLIC
• Prof Andy Pitman, Director ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate 

Extremes NSW
• Kate Mackenzie, Director Policy Finance & Decision Metrics, 

Climate-KIC Australia Ltd

November 8
THE SOUTH SEA DEBACLE: 
WHAT ARE THE REAL STAKES?
• Joffre Balce, The Centre for Good Governance, Australia

POLITICSin the pub

Sydney



12  September 26, 2018 Guardian

TORONTO: One of the hot-
test tickets at the Toronto 
International Film Festival 
(TIFF) this year was for the North 
American debut of Fahrenheit 
11/9, Michael Moore’s latest hope-
ful offering for creating social 
and political change. Within the 
expected style and content of pre-
vious Moore docs, this one offers 
a wide range of subjects centred 
around the new mess in the White 
House. “At 2:29 am on 11/9 [2016] 
our new leader’s image was 
projected onto the Empire State 
Bldg” and that’s where the title 
twist of 9/11 comes from.

But a new development 
in Moore’s analysis is that he 
isn’t coat-tailing Hillary and the 
Democratic Party anymore. Unless 
you happened to blink just then 
and missed it, his Michael Moore 
in TrumpLand, a documentary of 
public talks he gave in a theatre in 
Wilmington, Ohio, in October 2016, 
urgently but alas, too late warned 
Americans against Donald Trump 
in the strongest possible terms, 
saying that his popularity in the 
Midwest should absolutely not be 
underestimated.

Now, with the refl ection of the 
last two years behind him, he throws 
blame at many sectors of the politi-
cal scene, most heavily at the media 
– The New York Times, specifi cally: 
“As the Democrats became more 
like the Republicans, so did the 
entire liberal establishment, led by 
the paper of record: catering to Big 
Business, minimising social move-
ments like Occupy Wall Street and 
cheer-leading every war we got 

into, while also trying to dictate 
elections.”

At one point, Moore con-
fesses his role as unwilling patsy 
in Trump’s rise. “This malignant 
narcissist has always played the 
media for suckers, and gotten away 
with it. I should know.” He tells of 
his appearance with Trump on The 
Roseanne Show in 1998, where he 
was forced to lay off Trump in order 
to save the show for Roseanne. 
Trump actually buddied up to him 
during filming, admitting that “I 
really liked Roger and Me – but not 
if I was Roger! I hope he never does 
one on me!”

Well, it appears he fi nally did.
But Moore is quick to explain 

that this isn’t just an attack on 
Trump, but a more wide-reaching 
examination of – in his own street 
jargon – “How the f**k did we 
get here!?” The two-hour rage is 
couched in his typical bitter satire, 
taking no prisoners along the way. 
Obama gets lambasted for his 
thoughtless performance in the city 
of Flint when he asked for a glass 
of drinking water, unwittingly (?) 
implying that the water was safe to 
drink. His drone program, enhanced 
surveillance, Chelsea Manning, 
healthcare failures, endless wars 
and much more are not overlooked 
in Moore’s defi ant challenge to the 
Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) as mostly to blame for turn-
ing a large part of their supporters 
away favouring the Trump ticket – 
and the Bernie snub put the nail in 
the coffi n.

After condemning the electoral 
college and all the various political 

parties, he goes after some of his 
own left allies. “Trump’s always 
committed his crimes in broad day-
light on TV ... as if by doing it pub-
licly, it was all okay.” And in regard 
to Trump’s racist and sexist behav-
iour on television, Moore scolds us 
all, saying, “Neither you or I called 
NBC to have a committed racist 
removed from the air.”

There’s an amusing seg-
ment where Moore is praised by 
members of Trump’s team. Jared 
Kushner helped promote Sicko, a 
fi lm he praised along with its fi lm-
maker. Steve Bannon, whose com-
pany sold online copies of Moore’s 
fi lms, states, “Michael Moore is the 
master of the craft. I actually admire 
Michael Moore as a fi lmmaker. I 
don’t agree with his politics.” Which 
led Moore to reluctantly accept the 
fact that, “it seems like I’m too com-
fortable with the enemy.”

During Trump’s campaigning 
the media took notice that Moore 
was one of the only commentators 
warning of a Trump win. Many 
media pundits laughed at the possi-
bility of Agent Orange in the White 
House. Moore pleaded that he knew 
the people of Michigan very well 
and could see how Trump appealed 
to the majority working class fed up 
with corporate abuse and the loss 
of jobs caused by rich Wall Street 
barons who were in the pockets of 
the Democratic Party. Workers were 
impressed by a leader going after 
the establishment, Big Pharma, Wall 
Street, et al, hoping to bring jobs 
back, pull out of wars.

Although Michael Moore in 
TrumpLand was a dire fi ve-alarm 

appeal to put Clinton in the White 
House, Moore nevertheless felt 
elated by Trump’s triumphant elim-
inations of his Republican con-
tenders. At times, he said, Trump 
was actually to the left of Hillary 
with regard to Wall Street, impe-
rialistic wars and healthcare. (Of 
course, Trump reneged on many 
of these promises, while sticking 
to his fascistic ones). Moore also 
knows that the build-up of fascism 
didn’t start with Trump and that the 
system was to blame. Interestingly, 
he avoided going after Hillary (of 
whom he spoke admiringly in the 
TrumpLand fi lm), but Bill Clinton 
receives the force of his wrath 
because of NAFTA, mass incarcera-
tion of Blacks, eliminating welfare 
for the poor, to name a few choice 
policies.

Fahrenheit 11/9 is fi lled with 
typical Moore jokes – a scene with 
Trump’s voice talking over Hitler 
speaking to a crowd; an attempt to 
storm the Michigan Capitol build-
ing, hoping to serve a citizen’s 
arrest on Governor Snyder for his 
Flint water crisis; and a stunt with a 
water truck spraying Flint water on 
Snyder’s front yard. This old-style 
Moore seemed out of place in this 
more sober analysis of not only how 
we got here, but how we need to 
show how we got here.

The film is filled with many 
examples of how the capitalist 
system is failing: Loss of jobs, big 
industry, lowered wages, failing edu-
cation, healthcare and the infrastruc-
ture, while the disparity of wealth 
is widening. But Moore’s specifi c 
political position is still vague: 

Whether he supports replacement or 
reform of capitalism and the DNC 
is unclear. Don’t look for terms 
like “class struggle,” “Marxism” 
or “communism,” or even a serious 
analysis of fascism, imperialism and 
anti-communism. This is a popu-
list approach, rallying the troops for 
action on whatever level they exist, 
and in whatever manner we can 
move the struggle forward.

Although he goes everywhere 
to fi nd the causes of “how the f**k 
we got here,” he fi nds hope in many 
areas. He often gives the stage to 
progressive activists and politi-
cians, the students from the Parkland 
school massacre who organised 
a massive nationwide protest in 
Washington where only students 
were allowed on the stage to speak. 
He spoke to well-informed Flint 
activists fi ghting for clean water, and 
the victorious women political fi g-
ures poised to challenge the system 
– New Yorker Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, and Rashida Tlaib from 
Detroit, slated to be the fi rst Muslim 
woman in Congress.

This fi lm recalls the hope we 
had when we thought a fi lm in 2004 
like Fahrenheit 9/11 could stop 
George W Bush from another four 
years of madness, but ultimately it 
made little impact on the election. 
Can cinema truly make an effect on 
the world? Does it have the power to 
bring sanity in times of desperation? 
Within individuals for sure, but for 
the masses, we’ll have to wait and 
see. But no one tries harder than 
Michael Moore.
People’s World 
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