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Capitalism’s
farming chaos

Rob Gowland *

Australia is in drought. Yes, I
know, it’s not exactly news, is
it? News outlets and chat shows
have merely woken up at last to
what country people have known
for some years. The media are
right in one respect, however: the
situation is serious. The dams on
rural properties — even the creeks
running through them — both of
which are relied on to provide
water for stock, are all drying up.
The little dam on my property is
now just an almost empty mud
puddle.

Hay is in very short supply eve-
rywhere you go. Our usual supplier,
up in the Hunter, has none in stock
and, worse, has none growing either.
Which means his customers have
no feed and he has no income. Our
alternative supplier, a local whole-
saler, is endeavouring to import hay
all the way from Tasmania. Even
if he gets it, he is limiting custom-
ers to one bail each. That is barely
adequate for hobby farmers with a
couple of horses but is utterly useless
for real farmers trying to keep their
herds alive.

And as for growing crops! The
ground is baked hard in many areas.
You can dig in it and you will find no
moisture at any level: just dust.

Right now, the fact of drought
has finally been borne in on city
dwellers. And the response has been
heartening. Public appeals are being
held to purchase hay for those with-
out fodder for their farms. Primary
schools in NSW are staging fund-
raising events, supermarket chains
are matching donations received at
their checkouts, Hoselink is donating
$10 from each hose-reel sold for the
purchase of hay.

But sending round the hat, even
among well-to-do business people,
is no adequate response to this crisis.
We need a co-ordinated response by
state and federal governments with
a two-fold purpose: firstly, to aid all
who work on the land, not just cor-
porate landholders or those whose
investments in agriculture are not
as profitable as they were; and sec-
ondly, to rescue agriculture from

the private free-for-all it is now and
bring it under popular control, with
properties united so that economies
of scale can apply and the people
living on them can join together to
collectively obtain the best results
from them.

Australia has always been (well,
in modern times at any rate) the
driest continent on Earth. And yet
we merrily imported the farming
methods of Europe, the wettest conti-
nent on Earth! The ruins of mud and
stone homesteads scattered all across
outback NSW, South Australia and
WA stand as mute testament to the
dashed hopes of settlers who were
encouraged to take up small hold-
ings only eventually to be forced off
by the unforgiving harshness of the
climate.

Farming in Australia has always
been conducted on the “free enter-
prise” system. Along the east coast in
particular there was clearly an abun-
dance of arable land. Those who
arrived soonest seized huge areas
for themselves. They simply “squat-
ted” on farms the size of European
principalities.

This apparent abundance of land
helped to foster what is technically
called small holder mentality (“this
is my land”). Their farms might be
large but they were not centres of
population. Far from it. They were
all privately owned and worked by as
few employees as the property owner
could make do with. It was a lonely,
unnatural existence. A boundary
rider or the wife of a selector with a
small holding might speak to no one
(except her own small children, pos-
sibly) for weeks or even months on
end.

However, although grazing prop-
erties owned by a single pastoral-
ist could cover thousands of acres
(or even be so big they needed to
be measured in square miles), they
could not be worked by one person.
Certain activities required a large —
if temporary — workforce, eg shear-
ing, rounding up cattle for branding
or sending to market.

Shearers performed a vital task
in what for many years was the most
prosperous industry in Australia
— wool. They were an itinerant

workforce that walked from shed to
shed in search of work. Of necessity,
they banded together to defend their
pay and conditions from graziers
who typically regarded any money
expended on employees such as
shearers — wages, food, living quar-
ters, etc — as a form of theft.

The graziers set out to smash
the shearers’ union using thugs and
violence backed by the resources of
the state, and for a short time they
succeeded. However, the workers
continued their struggle and stood
together, so that ultimately they
were successful. “The sheep will be
shorn union or they won’t be shorn
at all!”

Nevertheless, improvements
in technology, and the shift away
from wool, has meant that farms
in Australia are today typically
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operated with what amounts to a
skeleton workforce, often compris-
ing just the owner and his or her
family. This means that, whether
farmers are raising fat cattle, grow-
ing wheat or trying their hand at
some of the new, “alternative” crops,
they are required to work very hard
for a limited return. Most farmers in
Australia survive on credit from the
bank until they can successfully sell
their produce. If they have any pro-
duce to sell, of course.

In times of drought, the cha-
otic nature of capitalism’s approach
to agriculture becomes very appar-
ent. Farmers, reduced to poverty, are
walking off their properties or being
forced to sell up in record numbers.
It is no way to organise a society’s
supply of food or the raw mate-
rial for clothing. Nor does it allow

drought to be combated in an organ-
ised, scientific manner.

Only by combining the knowl-
edge and resources of those who
work the land, scientists, industry
and the state can a national calam-
ity like drought in a time of global
warming be effectively dealt with.

Instead of each individual
farmer trying to work out his or her
own salvation, solutions need to
be found for the agricultural sector
as a whole. Only a society that is
not solely concerned with seek-
ing out sources of private profit to
the exclusion of everything else
can achieve that. We can make a
start now, but until we embrace
Socialism, the complete solution
will remain out of reach.

*Rob lives on a small acreage on
the NSW Central Coast &
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Pacific voices

In January Samoa’s Prime Minister Tuilaepa Sailele stated
that a federal government frontbencher’s criticism of China’s
aid program is “insulting” to Pacific Island leaders, and has the
capacity to “destroy” Australia’s relationship with the region.

The comments “question the integrity” of Pacific leaders
Sailele said, pointing out that China gives assistance to Samoa
that Australia’s aid budget cannot provide. China is Samoa’s
second-largest aid donor behind Australia.

The Australian government’s International Development
Minister Concetta Fierravanti-Wells attacked China’s Pacific
aid programs, accusing China of “Building roads to nowhere”
and of constructing “useless buildings”. “The comments by the
Development Minister have certainly surprised me, indeed,
they are quite insulting to the leaders of Pacific Island neigh-
bours,” Sailele told the ABC. “To me the comments seem to
question the integrity, wisdom and intelligence of the leaders
of the Pacific Islands.

“These kinds of comments can destroy the excellent rela-
tionships existing between Australia and the Pacific Island
neighbours, particularly Samoa,” he said.

The Samoan leader said he disagreed with Senator
Fierravanti-Wells’ claim that Chinese money was being mis-
spent, and said the money has proved crucial in his country’s
efforts to deal with the impact of climate change. He said
China was better placed to provide this assistance to Samoa
than Australia. “I do not really know that Australia is able to
finance the kind of assistance provided by China,” Sailele said.

“The kind of assistance provided by China are those kinds
which are not within the aid budgets of Australia.” Sailele
said there was a strategic element to China’s aid in the region,
and said the country had not asked Samoa to give it access
to ports or airports. He said he would not speculate on how
Samoa would respond if such requests were made.

Fiji opposition leader and former Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka said China’s role in Fiji grew when Australia and
other nations began withholding aid during periods of politi-
cal instability. “When Australia turned its back on Fiji when
we had our coups of 1987, and then briefly in 2000 and then
2006, you opened the doors for non-traditional partners to
come in,” he said. “When our traditional aid donors shut the
door on us, we had to survive.”

China’s Foreign Ministry noted China’s aid program had
“significantly fuelled” development in Pacific nations and has
been “warmly welcomed”.

Samoan Prime Minister Sailele also lashed out at climate
deniers and urged Australia to make deeper cuts to carbon
emissions to help save Pacific Island nations from the “disaster”
of climate change. He said that “greater ambition” is needed
to stop impact of climate change and warned geostrategic
competition is creating uncertainty for small Pacific countries.

Australia, New Zealand and the US have been scrambling to
reassert influence in the Pacific as their arrogant “big brother”
attitude toward the Pacific Island Nations came back to bite
them.

Sailele also warned that climate change posed an “existential
challenge” to low lying islands in the Pacific, and developed
countries needed to reduce pollution in order to curb rising
temperatures and sea levels. “We all know the problem, we all
know the solutions, and all that is left would be some political
courage, some political guts, to tell people of your country
there is a certainty of disaster,” Sailele said.

“So any leader of any country who believes that there is
no climate change, I think he ought to be taken to mental
confinement. He is utterly stupid. And I say the same thing
to any leader here [in Australial.”

Other Pacific leaders — including Fiji’s Prime Minster Frank
Bainimarama and the Marshall Island’s President Hilda Heine
— have also demanded Australia do more to cut emissions.

The Samoan Prime Minister also took a swipe at Australian
anxiety about China’s rise in the Pacific, warning that brewing
geostrategic competition was creating enormous uncertainty
for small nations in the region. He warned against attempts at
“manipulation” of Pacific Island nations by any major power.
“The concept of power and domination has engulfed the world,
its tendrils extending to the most isolated atoll communities,”
he said. “The big powers are doggedly pursuing strategies
to widen and extend their reach, inculcating a far reaching
sense of insecurity.

“Our partners have fallen short of acknowledging Pacific
leadership,” he said.

“Some might say there is a patronising nuance, believing
Pacific nations did not know what they were doing, or were
incapable of reaping benefits of close relationships with coun-
tries that will be in the region for some time to come.

“One has the tendency to be bemused by the fact that the
reaction is an attempt to hide what we see as strategic neglect.”

Message from Lori-Anne Sharp, Australian Nursing and
Midwifery Federation assistant federal secretary

I was fortunate to represent
the ANMF at the International
Council of Nurses (ICN) Triad
meetings in Geneva, Switzerland
in May this year. The ICN’s theme
this year was health is a human
right.

Every two years ICN hosts a
meeting of its member organisations
in Geneva in advance of the World
Health Assembly. These meet-
ings bring together national nurs-
ing and midwifery organisations,
chief government nursing and mid-
wifery officers, regulatory bodies
and the World Health Organisation.
Over 80 countries were in attend-
ance representing 20 million nurses
worldwide.

The four-day Triad meetings

focused on ways to support and
strengthen nursing and midwifery
leadership at national, regional and
international levels in the broader
context of health workforce, health
systems and global health priorities.

Countries shared their stories on
recruitment and retention, impact
of burnout, social determinants
of health, and effects of climate
change, universal health coverage
and the high percentage of deaths
globally attributed to non-commu-
nicable diseases.

I was both delighted and
impressed to hear that one of the
case studies chosen was from
Brisbane’s outreach service “home-
less to healthcare”, demonstrating
how nurses are working to break

Guardian

the poverty cycle in their delivery
of healthcare to those experiencing
homelessness.

I left the Triad meetings grate-
ful to have experienced this unique
opportunity and the chance to share
knowledge, network and learn from
other health professionals around the
globe.

I was often reminded how lucky
we are here in Australia, compared
with many other countries — while
not losing sight that there is still
much work to be done here, espe-
cially in the areas of aged care,
mental health, addressing inequality
and raising the status of nurses and
midwives in supporting them to lead
change. @
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Tomorrow belongs to the people, the workers.
Humanity advances toward the conquest of a better life.
History is ours and the people will make it.

Chile’s president Salvador Allende’s last message
before the US-backed coup, Sept 11, 1973
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Politics in the Pub Perth
PiP Privatisation

(43 Barrack Street Cnr Hay Street Mall)

6-8 pm Thursday September 20

43 Below Bar and Restaurant

There's been a rush to privatise public services by Australian governments.

“As for the term ‘privatisation’, some define it as the direct sale of a publicly owned asset fo the private sector. We give it
a much broader definition. We see it as including not only the sale, but also cases where control, management and so on,
are transferred while the asset remains (at least for a time) as public property”.

What's the impact on the people? Victorian and Queensland governments have shown some reversal in TAFE services for example.

The struggle to save Our Public Services goes on. Join the discussion at Politics in the Pub.

Guest speakers:

Anoushka Alexander (union organiser)

Petrina Harley (Socialist Alliance Senate candidate)

AJ Lowe (CPA & union activist)
Chaired by (PA

Free entry — food and drink on sale at reasonable prices

For more information contact:

0419 812 872

Find out more about the

cpaperth@gmail.com

Communist Party of Australia
emal cpa@cpa.org.au phone 02 9699 8844

weh www.cpa.org.au

PRESS FUND

Last Tuesday was the anniversary of the 9/11 bombings, which the US used to justify its invasion of
Afghanistan. On that day in 2001 it was virtually impossible for the two World Trade Centre towers
to have collapsed straight downwards, depositing almost all the sold debris within a small site, without
the intervention of highly developed demolition engineering. Moreover, according to the official story,
what slammed into the Pentagon was a jet airliner travelling at 800 kilometres per hour, with each

of its two engines weighing five tonnes — yet there was only one penetration in the building’s outside
wall. Questions, questions! To help us continue to challenge suspicious explanations by reactionary
governments bent on world domination, please send in a Press Fund contribution if you possibly can.
Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $20, Sparky $10, “Round Figure” $15, “Rough Red” $5, Digireb $25
This week’s total: $75 Progressive total: $6,305
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After the Apology

lets our strong voices speak

Padraic Gibson

After the Apology, a feature
length documentary written and
directed by Indigenous filmmaker
and academic Larissa Behrendt,
is currently being screened in
communities across Australia.
There was a series of screenings
in Tennant Creek in the Northern
Territory on August 22-23.

The Stronger Families program,
run through Anyinginyi Aboriginal
Health Corporation, hosted sepa-
rate screenings for women and men.
A public screening was also held
during the evening in the local Peko
Park.

The documentary explores the
current crisis in Aboriginal child pro-
tection. More children are being for-
cibly taken from their families than
at any time in Australian history and
the numbers have more than dou-
bled since former Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd’s Apology to the Stolen
Generations in 2008.

After the Apology was produced
by Pursekey Productions and lots
of the research behind the film was
done by the Jumbunna Institute,
where I work at the University of
Technology, Sydney.

The film has a particular focus
on the strong women leading a grass-
roots protest movement for change,
Grandmothers Against Removals
(GMAR).

The Grandmothers’ efforts to
organise and fight to have children
reunited with their families, and their
message about the need for self-
determination in child welfare, was
well received in Tennant Creek. The
small town is currently in the middle
of a wave of child removals.

I conducted interviews with
community leaders and affected
families after they had watched the
film. Many people are confused:
scared and deeply sad that so many
children are being taken away, many
placed in Alice Springs (500 kilome-
tres south), or even further away, cut

off from contact with their extended
families.

Child protection services in
Tennant Creek have been the subject
of intense public debate this year,
following an horrific rape of a small
child in February.

A report by the NT Children’s
Commissioner Colleen Gwynne,
released in early May, documented
an extensive history of neglect,
homelessness, alcohol abuse and
family violence in the family of the
child victim. The report also showed
that there were many efforts over
the years made by extended family
members to report risks, provide
temporary care and keep the chil-
dren safe.

Rather than look at how these
family members or Aboriginal
organisations could have been better
engaged and supported to change
the children’s circumstances, main-
stream media reports and NT gov-
ernment commentary bluntly called
for more Aboriginal children to be
taken into foster care.

The Australian newspaper
reported that 15 children were taken
from Tennant Creek in a single week
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"We already let the union improve safety,
productivity, profits and morale. Now you
want to improve wages too?"
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in the wake of the report. This in a
community with between 1,500-
2,000 Aboriginal people. In the NT
and across Australia, Aboriginal chil-
dren are overwhelmingly removed
for “neglect”, rather than physical or
sexual abuse.

A number of local families
described to me the shock-and-awe
tactics used to take children away
in recent months. Child protection
workers and police, sometimes in
large parties, are turning up without
warning and grabbing children, with-
out any meaningful consultation with
families.

Dianne Stokes Nampin, a
Warlmanpa and Warumungu com-
munity leader who helped to organ-
ise the screenings, said After the
Apology was a really good movie
that had hit the community hard in
Tennant Creek.

“We have a really sad feeling
seeing our kids being chased and
taken away by the police and wel-
fare,” she said.

“We are all telling the stories of
how our old people were taken away,
part of the Stolen Generations. They
came back to us after many years,

-

with lots of stories about being raped
and abused in the homes.

“Now there is another Stolen
Generation happening. We are so
worried for them. A lot of the fam-
ilies cried watching that movie, we
are thinking about our kids. But we
got the message now. We need to
stand up and be strong and talk back
to the [white] people taking our chil-
dren. They need to be home with us.”

There are calls locally for urgent
action to improve the shocking
living and social conditions experi-
enced by many Aboriginal families,
which impact heavily on child safety.
According to a number of residents
and service workers, the housing
situation is the worst it has been for
decades, with chronic overcrowd-
ing in dilapidated houses and many
people sleeping rough.

When the Community
Development Employment Projects
(CDEP) were cut in 2008, the town
lost more than 300 jobs. Lack of
opportunity is fuelling dangerous
levels of alcohol consumption and
family violence.

The strength of culture and lan-
guage is a source of great pride

Sydney
CPA welcomes
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for many Aboriginal people in the
Tennant Creek region. Despite many
challenges, strong voices are speak-
ing up for change. One local grand-
father who has had a number of his
grandchildren removed this year*
said:

“They can’t keep taking us back-
wards, back to the days of the Stolen
Generations. We want to be going
forward. We want our kids here with
us, going hunting for bush foods,
with us at ceremony time. They
can’t keep missing out, they are our
future.”

* Interviewees must remain
anonymous due to current Children’s
Court proceedings.

Padraic Gibson is a senior
researcher at the Jumbunna Institute,
University of Technology, Sydney.

He worked on After the Apology
and is assisting with the roll out of
community screenings.

To organise a screening, register
your interest at aftertheapology.
com/#take-action

Koori Mail &

Kostas Papadakis

Hear from this member of the Central Committee Communist
Party of Greece and member of the European Parliament

6 pm Saturday September 29
MUA building 365 Sussex Street Sydney

All welcome, entry free, refreshments available

Further information — Bob Briton 0418 894 366

tpearson@cpa.org.au
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Richard Titelius

On a cold evening outside the WA state par-
liament over 70 protesters gathered on the
resumption of sitting from the winter break
to send a message to the Labor government
and the state Australian Labor Party to
keep true to its values and not proceed on
any of the four pending uranium mining
projects.

The four uranium mining projects are the
Toro Energy project south east of Wiluna,
Kintyre project in the Pilbara east of Newman,
Mulga Rock project south east of Laverton and
the Yeelerie mine south west of Wiluna. The
first two were deemed no longer economically
viable and the mines have closed while the
Yeelerie project is being contested in the High
Court on the basis the WA Supreme Court did
not pay sufficient attention to the Aboriginal
heritage claims in the area.

Also that the go ahead of the mine could
cause species extinction of native fauna and
the Mulga Rock project which is run by the
Twiggy Forrest-owned Vimy Resources and is
awaiting a sign-off from the WA Labor govern-
ment on a mine closure plan. Environmental
groups including the WA Nuclear Free Alliance
(which organised the evenings protest),
Conservation Council of WA and Australian
Conservation Foundation oppose any uranium
mining or radioactive waste dumps in WA.

Dave Sweeny, anti-nuclear campaigner
for the ACF, commenced proceedings by wel-
coming the participants who had just com-
pleted the 8th annual 281 kilometre Walkajurra
Walkabout from Wiluna to Leonora (where it
is proposed to build a nuclear waste dump).

Australia

Sweeney said it was important to keep ura-
nium in the ground which ensured “locking up
intergenerational poison forever.” There were
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people who
participated in the month long walk which
began on August 8 and experienced the beauty
of the harsh arid land first-hand as well as tem-
peratures as low as minus 4C.

The walk included a visit to the uranium
mine at Yeelerie which was built in the early
1970s, a visit to the site of the proposed radi-
oactive waste dump and a public meeting in
Leonora attended by 50 people and at which
Greens Senator Rachel Siewart, Greens MLC
Robin Chapple and CCWA president spoke-the
latter two who also spoke at the rally outside
parliament.

The projections which were shown on a
large screen on the steps of the parliament were
images of people holding a sign calling for
the Permanent Banning of Uranium Mining,
taken at various events such as May Day in
Fremantle this year at which the campaign had
a stall and selfies which went around the world.

There was also an Aboriginal Smoking
Ceremony on the steps of parliament house at
which Fremantle state ALP member and minis-
ter Simone McGurk addressed the rally.

There were also Aboriginal speakers from
the local Noongar people as well as the tra-
ditional owners from country in Wiluna who
spoke against uranium mining and the value
of the land to their religion and spiritual ontol-
ogy. They spoke of the need to stop digging up
the earth for coal, fracking and uranium and
use renewable energy which was cheaper and
did not scar the environment/their country in
the manner of non-renewable forms of energy.
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Jo Vallentine standing with two of the traditional owners. (Photo by Desire Mallef)

The Communist Party of Australia opposes
the mining of uranium anywhere in Australia
and the burying of radioactive waste in
Australia — in particular on land of cultural or
religious significance to Aboriginal people. The
CPA also opposes the use of nuclear energy

and calls for an increase in the use of renewa-
ble energy which is cheaper to install and oper-
ate and has less impact on the environment and
the world’s climate than non-renewable forms
of energy. @

Privatisation

Centrelink jobs go

The Community and Public
Sector Union has slammed further
Centrelink job cuts as devastat-
ing for workers and their families
just before Christmas, as well as
for countless community mem-
bers relying on Commonwealth
agencies.

Near 70 job cuts have been
flagged for workers in the debt
recovery sections in [llawarra and
Wollongong in regional NSW as
well as in Adelaide and Brisbane.
The cuts are expected to affect
non-ongoing staff members from
November, some of whom have
been on the same contracts within

the Department of Human Services
for many years. CPSU deputy sec-
retary Melissa Donnelly said: “It’s
disgraceful that we are hearing of
more job cuts to Centrelink. Taking
effect in November, this will be
undoubtedly devastating for the
almost 70 workers and their fami-
lies just before Christmas.

“It’s equally devastating for
the many Australians relying on
Commonwealth agencies who
are suffering because the govern-
ment’s relentless privatisation
agenda is damaging services to the
community.”

The experienced government

staff are expected to be replaced by
private labour hire staff, who will
not have the same experience and
corporate knowledge to do the work
to the required standard. Labour
hire workers are paid less, with
fewer rights and conditions and no
job security.

“The government’s privatisa-
tion drive only serves private labour
hire agencies, while the commu-
nity suffers,” said Donnelly. “These
new cuts are further bad news for
the debt recovery service which has
been plagued by errors and incor-
rect debt notices.” &

The Fair Work Ombudsman
has abandoned a test case inves-
tigating Foodora’s contract-
ing arrangements after the
company went into voluntary
administration.

The decision lays bare a broken
system will little possibility of jus-
tice for working people.

Foodora set up shop over-
night and got out as soon as there
was any possibility of being made
accountable for the wellbeing of its
workforce.

A case brought by the Transport

Workers Union against Foodora
remains before the court and will
proceed.

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus
said:

“Our workplace laws are so
broken that a company can deny
people the basic protections of
employment and the ombudsman
abandons the case against them after
they cut and run out of the country.”

“The system is out of balance —
working people get fined for taking
industrial action, but employers
face no consequences for stealing

wages or using sham contracting
arrangements to deny workers their
rights.

“We need to restore balance and
ensure that all workers have legal
rights and pay, regardless of where
or how they work.

“We stand with the TWU who
are fighting to change the rules for
workers in the gig economy. We will
never tolerate workers being treated
as second class, or not enjoying the
rights which all working people have
fought for.” &

Find out more www.cpa.org.au

Trade deal will
kill democracy

Maritime Union statement
on need to oppose TPP-II

The Maritime Union of Australia
expresses grave concerns over the
Liberal/National Parties and ALP
opposition’s support for the Trans
Pacific Partnership (TPP-II) and
calls on its members, the broader
labour movement and the com-
munity to oppose the adoption of
the trade deal.

The TPP is a trade deal that
favours multinational capital.
Corporations are seeking unfettered
access to Australian government
contracts and are rallying against
protections for workers and are fight-
ing against local jobs.

Free trade deals such as the
TPP-II are the result of the globali-
sation of production and reflect the
desire of huge corporate powers to
spread their influence and profit-
making excesses across the planet
into new markets at the expense
of the local working people and
businesses.

Basic needs of the people are
being challenged as corporate manip-
ulation of trade will see changes to
patenting laws that will jeopardise
the ability of companies to produce
cheaper generic medicines. The big
drug companies will have the abil-
ity to alter patent laws and processes,
increasing their monopoly control
over health care essentials for the
community.

There are massive threats to
workers’ rights with scope for com-
pany projects to import cheaper and
highly exploited labour, with no
labour market testing, undermin-
ing hard fought for wages and con-
ditions of Australian workers. This

just creates a race to the bottom for

working people and community

standards.

These trade deals are negotiated
in secret and at the table you will
find government ministers and the
leaders of the corporate world.

These same corporations will
now have the ability to sue a state
or federal government for adopting
legal and democratically formulated
policies in Australian parliaments.
This is a blatant sell out to corporate
interests over Australian sovereignty.

TPP-II is bad because:

+ Democracy: It allows global

corporations to sue governments

over health, environment and
public interest laws.

Essential services: locks

in deregulation, promotes

privatisation and prevents future

governments from regulating in
the public interest.

» Workers: Contains no real
protection for labour rights or
migrant workers, and removes
labour market testing for
vulnerable temporary migrant
workers.

 The environment: Lacks
enforceable commitments to key
international agreements, does
not mention climate change and
allows corporations to sue over
new environmental laws.

Act now

Contact your local MP and
oppose this gift for multi-national
corporations at the expense of
Australian working people. &
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Taking Issue — Rob Gowland

Floundering in history’s wake

The Four Corners interview with
Donald Trump’s former strate-
gist Steve Bannon yielded the
information that as far as that
worthy was concerned, the USA
was already in a war with China.
Since the super patriots of the US
Right cannot conceive (let alone
admit) that the US might ever
be in the wrong over anything, it
follows that in their opinion, any
hiccup in trade or diplomatic rela-
tions between the USA and China
must be the fault of China.

And since they learnt what little
they grasp of international relations
mainly from watching Hollywood
movies, they inhabit a curious
never-never land where the USA is
and always will be the most devas-
tatingly powerful country on Earth,
a country so awesome that other
Powers tremble at the mere mention
of its name. No wonder that Donald
Trump, who thudded his way up
from coarse and common origins to
extreme wealth via property deals
and reportedly money-laundering
became the President-of-choice for
the most fascist-minded sections of
American big business. Trump now
displays his woeful mix of ignorance
and arrogance at gatherings of world
leaders around the globe, seemingly
unaware that history has passed on
and left him wallowing in its wake.

Happily cocooned in his belief
in American superiority, Trump is
busy showing how powerful he is by
imposing large numbers of punitive
tariffs on Chinese products and gen-
erally trying to provoke Beijing into
a trade war. Meanwhile his armed
forces are doing their best to pro-
voke an actual shooting war over
America’s “right” to sail its warships
through China’s maritime territory.

However, numerous US com-
mentators (as well as those in other
countries that don’t work for Rupert
Murdoch) have noted that as far as a
trade war is concerned, most of the
truly effective economic weapons are
in the hands of China, not America.
Innumerable products sold by US
retailers are sourced from China; the
opportunities for Chinese authori-
ties to impose bureaucratic delays or
other restrictions on trade or produc-
tion are too numerous to list.

Many US producers are depend-
ent on China to provide not only
the labour but also the facilities and
expertise that they can no longer
do without. A request from China’s
Party or government for its people
to boycott US products or US firms
would meet with an enthusiastic
— and from an American point of

view, very damaging — response.
In fact, such a boycott would have
catastrophic consequences for the
affected US businesses. So far, China
has refrained from retaliating in that
manner, but their patience is not
likely to be unlimited.

Most US manufacturing has
moved to low-wage countries, much
of it to China. But China itself is a
huge — and growing — market. KFC
is busy opening fast-food outlets
all over the country. Starbucks has
3,300 outlets in China already but
has plans to double that number. A
consumer boycott supported by the
Party or the government would have
a disastrous effect on their income.
A year or so ago, when South Korea
yielded to US demands that it allow
the Pentagon to install a “mis-
sile shield” in the country clearly
meant to threaten China, the Chinese
response was a series of government-
encouraged boycotts that sent sales
of South Korean-made Hyundais
in China plummeting by more than
half, decreased Chinese tourist traf-
fic to South Korea by more than 60
percent and temporarily shut down
55 supermarkets in China run by the
large Korean retailer Lotte.

US outfits like retail giant
Walmart, which sources from China
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all the 7,000 and more products it
sells, view the possibility of a trade
war with the Asian powerhouse with
justifiable alarm. However, Donald
Trump represents a different sector
of US capitalism: neither retail nor
manufacturing nor even commerce.
Trump made his billions in property
development and reportedly money
laundering; but he was boosted into
the White House by other billion-
aires with interests in coal and oil
and similar polluting “energy” indus-
tries, industries that had Trump’s
unequivocal support.

In the decades after WW2, their
strategy was to gain control over as
much of the world’s energy resources
as they could. The socialist countries
were an obstacle to achieving their
goal but with the help of that nice Mr
Gorbachev, they were able to over-
throw Socialism in Russia and most
(but not all) of Eastern Europe. Their
glee at that victory has since turned
to dust: although they have been able
to extend NATO into the east, every-
where from Poland to Bulgaria, else-
where the world is being reshaped in
an entirely different way.

Imperialism is still trying to gain
control of not only global energy
resources but also the world’s food
and water, to achieve what they

call “full spectrum dominance”.
Unfortunately, they have already
missed the boat. Their quest to con-
trol not only energy but also food
and water is forcing countries that
are not likely to benefit from this
imperialist dream to co-operate in
establishing an alternative economic
future for the planet.

Russia and China are co-oper-
ating to build up a formidable array
of states that are not beholden to US
imperialism for either their trade
or their defence. These include oil-
rich Iran and Venezuela as well as
regional powerhouses Brazil and
South Africa. The US response
was to organise a “palace coup” in
Brazil, attempt the assassination of
President Maduro of Venezuela when
economic disruption failed to win the
national election there for the Right,
and re-impose sanctions on Iran.
Once again, as numerous commenta-
tors are pointing out, the US leaders
are seemingly oblivious to the fact
that those are the tactics of a bygone
era, that here too, history has moved
on and the leaders of capitalism’s
self-appointed leading nation are
once again floundering in its wake.

The world changed forever in
1917. It changed again in 1945 when
the war that was supposed to rid the
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world of Socialism instead ended
with the defeat of fascism, the col-
lapse of colonialism and the emer-
gence of a world Socialist system.
The overthrow of Socialism in the
USSR and Eastern Europe led some
in the capitalist world to think that
they had won after all, but the eupho-
ria was short-lived.

Instead of the uni-polar world
they hoped for, they are now faced
with a determinedly multi-polar
world, one dominated by the two
countries imperialism has long
regarded as its two principal foes:
Russia and China, both of whom
are co-operating in the fulfilment
of the Chinese-devised strategic
plan known as the “Belt and Road”,
which is moving world trade, com-
merce and communication rigorously
to the East.

And those who smugly (or
glumly) think this is merely the
maneuvering of rival capital-
ist blocs should bear in mind what
Chinese President Xi Jinping said at
the opening of the recent Congress
of the Communist Party of China:
“Remember that we are building
Socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics — not some other ism.” &

Who really won the war?

Marcus Browning

It is not “fashionable” to recognise that
the Soviet Union had the lion’s share in
defeating German fascism in WW2. The
rewriting of history began at a fevered pace
even before the war ended to ensure that,
as a front page of 7ime magazine had it in
1994 at the anniversary of D-day carried a
cover of US president Eisenhower beside
the headline “The man who beat Hitler”.

(D-day was a side show in the war which
had already been won by the Russians at
Stalingrad and the Eastern front, and a year
before D-day at the Kursk Salient, where 100
German divisions were mangled.)

One of the messages to be instilled fol-
lowing the war was to portray it as essentially
a conflict pitting Western Civilisation —
including Nazi Germany — against the Russian
Bolsheviks.

The 7th Congress of the Comintern held
in Moscow in 1935 was an important mile-
stone. It warned the world of the real nature
of fascism describing it as the “open terror-
ist dictatorship of the most reactionary, most
chauvinist and most imperialist elements of
finance capital”.

All the attempts of the Soviet Union to
achieve a united opposition to the expansion-
ism and war threatened by the Nazis were in
vain. Instead of invading the Soviet Union

immediately as some western leaders hoped,
the Nazis first overran the whole of Western
and Central Europe, including France and
commenced the bombing of Britain.

On June 22, 1941 the Nazis invaded the
Soviet Union and in this very act, created the
circumstances that would lead to the defeat
of the Nazis and fascist regimes of Germany
and Italy and, in the Pacific area, the Japanese
militarists. By 1943 the Japanese armies had
overrun most of Asia and the islands of the
Pacific as far south as PNG which at that time
was a British and Dutch colony. The Japanese
had invaded China in 1931.

Far from the Soviet Union collaps-
ing under the weight of the Nazi attack the

people of the Soviet Union resisted the Nazi
onslaught and, after suffering huge casual-
ties, the Soviet Red Army stopped the Nazi
advance on the outskirts of Moscow. It was
here that the first defeats suffered by the Nazi
armies were inflicted.

It was finally in the crucible of war that
the common front against the Nazis for which
the Soviet Union had been calling for many
years, was achieved. @&
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John Woijcik

During my two-week vacation in Germany
last month it was clear to me that Germany,
like the US, is at a crossroad. Dangerous
developments connected with a rising
fascist movement under the banner of the
Alternative for Germany (AfD) are under-
way. Germany’s Left Party (die Linke), on
the other hand, could well be on its way
toward mounting an effective fightback.

First, the bad news

The German version of the Nazis and
KKKers who descended on Charlottesville,
Virginia, last year are out and about in that
country too. They’re in the streets flashing
barely disguised Nazi symbols (Displaying the
swastika is still illegal in Germany) and shout-
ing anti-immigrant slogans.

But, like in the US, there are also the clean-
cut, “respectable” politicians and commenta-
tors who yearn for a return to the days when
Germany was “great”. I saw them on the after-
noon and evening talk shows giving interviews
and trying to put across the idea that the AfD
is a party of “decent” Germans interested in a
good life for the German people, free of immi-
grants and anti-social elements they claim are
“overrunning” the country.

Another major parallel is that Germany,
like the US, is a wealthy and powerful player
on the world’s economic stage. Capitalism
in Germany results in less than 50 billion-
aires being “worth” as much as 41 million
other Germans combined. The wealth gap,
though not as big as it is in the US, qualifies
as obscene. Children of single mothers are in
overcrowded classrooms. Immigrants strug-
gle to raise kids who are sometimes the vic-
tims of bullying and discrimination in schools.
Seniors find it difficult to live on their pen-
sions. Skyrocketing rents force them, and
young people too, out of apartments and send
them further away from the city centres.

All of these problems are sharper in the
East, the former German Democratic Republic,
than they are in the West, the former Federal
Republic of Germany.

Enter then stage right: Into this situation
came the AfD posing as the alternative to the
“establishment,” explaining to the people that
the cause of their woes is “foreigners.” The
AfD lumps millions of German citizens into
that category if they are different in any way
(clothing they wear, religion etc).

They condemn Angela Merkel, the
Chancellor, for “letting in all those Syrians”
and for “cheating all of us real bio-Germans”
of benefits we should be getting.

To the AfD being born in Germany and
being a German citizen is not enough, appar-
ently. What they are looking for is real “bio-
Germans,” a scary term you hear some of their
politicians mentioning on those talk shows.

Are they having an effect? Up until the last
national elections the AfD had no seats in the
German Bundestag (parliament), having failed
regularly to gain the required five percent of
the votes to qualify for seats. Now, however,
they have 92 of the almost 600 seats in that
body. They are prominent among the clean-
cut, smart talkers on TV. While most of them
stick to their “respectable” imagery, some
occasionally slip and reveal their true colours.
One recently recalled on TV the years “when
Germany was great.” Another, sounding like
the guy in the White House was his kissing
cousin, described “rapists and drug criminals”
coming from Syria, Afghanistan and North
Africa.

Now the good,
or at least better news

When it comes to the right-wing thugs
who carry on in the streets, Germany’s youth
have been turning out in huge numbers to
overwhelm them with massive, peaceful
demonstrations.

On the electoral scene, however, the AfD
has not been as easy to deal with. Now at about
15 percent in national polls that come out
every day in the Berlin newspapers, the AfD
is a hair behind the Social Democrats’ second
place — a second place that is getting weaker
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Sahra Wagenknecht rejects the totally open borders approach that die Linke has held.

every day. Merkel’s conservative Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) is moving more to
the right, under pressure from its sister party,
the Christian Social Union (CSU) in Bavaria
and from the AfD. The CSU, fearful of losing
first place there, with far under 50 percent of
the support in that state, is also trying to win
back voters it has lost to the AfD. There is
some talk that the CSU may do something thus
far “verboten” in the Christian parties — enter
into a coalition with the AfD.

The Greens, once a party for which pro-
gressives had great hopes, are instead moving
closer to big business.

Perhaps the worst of these unfortunate
situations on the electoral front is that of the
Social Democrats. Once Germany’s most pow-
erful political party and having close ties to the
labour movement, it has lost support and has
entered into an unpopular coalition with the
two Christian parties. Some of its members
have even defected to the AfD which, like the
Trumpites in the US, poses as a friend of the
workers.

This leaves us
with die Linke

Die Linke is the only party in the
Bundestag committed to peace, opposed to the
placement of German troops anywhere outside
Germany, pushing for drastic hikes in the mini-
mum wage, for affordable housing on a mass
scale, for higher pensions, for improved child
care and for improved care for the aged. It also
is the leader, for all practical purposes, of the
anti-fascist movement in Germany. To under-
stand the significance of die Linke in German
politics one has only to imagine a Germany
without it. There would be almost no calls in
the Bundestag for a policy of peace or for any
policies that boost the working class and its
allies.

This important party, however, has been
unable to exceed 11 percent, or, at times, 12
percent in the polls. While it has made slight
gains in some of the West German states it has
lost some support in some of the East German
states. The aging and death of some of the
older supporters in the East, people who sup-
ported socialism in the GDR days, have con-
tributed to some of this slippage.

Another problem for die Linke, ironically,
results from some of the successes it has had.
Die Linke has achieved power in Red, Red,
Green Coalitions in three East German states

and is the ruling party in one of them. In Berlin,
for example, the mayor is a Social Democrat
and the Vice Mayor is from die Linke. The
ruling Senate has three Social Democrats,
three die Linke members and three Greens.
The conservative CDU, the pro-business Free
Democrats and the AfD are completely frozen
out of the government.

The problem with these coalitions for die
Linke is that it often gets blamed for situations
it can’t control and gets no credit for some
of the things the coalition does achieve. It is
viewed then by many who oppose the system
as just another “establishment” party. People
see and hear militant speeches and demon-
strations by die Linke that are sometimes not
matched by mass action from “down below.”

Enter Sahra

Enter left stage: Sahra Wagenknecht, 49,
co-chair of die Linke caucus in the Bundestag.
Polls in Germany have her as the second most
popular political figure in the country, behind
only Angela Merkel herself. Wagenknecht is
frequently on TV, challenging the right-wing
narratives. Her skills as an orator have helped
propel her into prominence in the national
debates. Left-wingers in Germany have rarely
gained the popularity she has.

Wagenknecht, who hails from the former
German Democratic Republic, is married to
Oskar Lafontaine, a former leader of the Social
Democrats who left that party and joined die
Linke because the Social Democrats had sold
out the workers. Their personal union reflects
die Linke as a whole which has in its member-
ship committed Marxist Leninists on the one
hand and left social democrats on the other.

The two have announced the forma-
tion on September 4 of Aufstehen (Stand up,
pronounced Owf-shtayen). Forty prominent
German supporters will join them on that day
in announcing the new formation.

The purpose, they say, is to reach out to
all those disappointed by the existing parties
but in particular to members of the Greens,
the Social Democrats and die Linke. The aim
is to form a mass organisation that will mobi-
lise on the local and national level against the
rising tide of fascism in Germany and against
the AfD specifically. They envision Aufstehen
as a grassroots organisation that will lead mass
activities by workers on the job, the youth, sen-
iors, the jobless and others. Members would
remain as members of the political parties to
which they already belong.

Aufstehen to impact all of
the political groupings

The idea behind Wagenknecht’s project is
to impact all of the political groupings. Among
the Christian Democrats, the approach would
be to win people to demand a party whose poli-
ticians stop selling themselves to big corpora-
tions, with the same approach for the CSU in
Bavaria. Among the Social Democrats, the plan
is to offer an alternative for members angry
about the party leadership’s betrayal of work-
ers, with the same approach for the Greens.

And with die Linke, Aufstehen hopes to
eliminate the lack of militancy characteristic
of some die Linke leaders who focus mainly
on gaining entrance to local and national leg-
islative bodies. Aufstehen intends to mobilise
enough people from all of these groups to both
alter the right-wing course of the German econ-
omy and to successfully reduce support for the
AfD.

Indications are, however, that none of this
will be easily achieved.

First perhaps is the realisation that
if Aufstehen gets off the ground power-
ful people will set their sights on destroying
Wagenknecht’s career in the hope of course
that such action would put an end to any move-
ment she is so closely associated with.

A second problem has to do with the way
people on the left view immigration. Thus far
die Linke has stuck strictly to a position that
Germany must keep its doors open to all refu-
gees. The party has always rejected the anti-
immigrant appeals made by the AfD.

Wagenknecht, however, rejects the totally
open borders approach that die Linke has held.

She said recently: “The politically sensi-
ble dividing line is not between AfD resent-
ments and the general morality of a border-free
welcoming culture. A realistic left-wing policy
equally rejects both of these maximum
demands. It supports many in public life who
voluntarily helped provide for the integration
of the refugees. But at the same time, it does
not leave it up to gangs of criminal traffickers
to dictate to us which human beings are to be
brought illegally into Europe.”

Asked if this view did not mean aban-
doning the left-wing commitment to inter-
nationalism, she replied: “On the contrary,
internationalism means fighting for a more
just world economic order. It is those who
plunder the natural resources of poorer coun-
tries, who supply weapons to conflict regions
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and dictate unfair trade treaties who are being
nationalist.

“We reject that. Internationalism does not
mean luring away the middle classes of poorer
countries in order to push down wages here. In
a world with no borders, it is the multi-national
corporations who have the power. At present
social levelling and democracy can only func-
tion within single countries for there are no
levers on a global level which can be used. The
countries must, of course, protect their citizens
from the competition of job dumping.”

The dilemma for die Linke

So the dilemma for die Linke is as fol-
lows. It is perhaps realistic in some ways to
oppose policies which draw educated and well-
trained people away from poorer countries
while using some of them and some of those
less well educated and trained to push down
wages. The concern for many in die Linke and
for progressives generally is “can a left-wing
party express this problem without grazing
too closely to right-wing pastures?” The other
question, of course, is whether die Linke can
continue to be the main “Let them all come”
party and still be able to attract people away
from the AfD?

There is another parallel here with the US
where progressives debate whether it is worth-
while to win back people who voted for Trump
or whether it is better to just go out and try and
build a new electorate altogether.

Lafontaine has said: “Aufstehen wants to
appeal especially to those who have been dis-
appointed for many years, who don’t see them-
selves represented any longer in the political
scene — including those who voted sometimes
for the AfD to express their protest. We want to
win back those voters.”

Die Linke is grappling here with a problem
we have in the US: how do you reach those
misled into racist directions without abandon-
ing them into the realm of the racists? The
problem is complex.

Aufstehen could well achieve a major
change in a positive direction for politics in
Germany.

It could also fail to work as intended and
even contribute to nascent splits within or the
demise of die Linke.

One thing is for sure, however. Life is not
allowing Germany’s Left — and more impor-
tant, Germany’s working class and all its allies
— to continue on with business as usual.

People’s World &
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New development of
Marxist thought

Lu Pinyue

As early as the middle of the 19th cen-
tury, Marx and Engels revealed the trend
of the transformation of national history
into world history with an amazing insight
through the investigation of capitalist
production methods. They pointed out:
“The more the original closed state of each
nation is due to the increasingly perfect
production methods, exchanges, and the
division of labour between different ethnic
groups naturally formed by exchanges, the
more complete the history, the more history
becomes world history.”

Over 100 years the world is increasingly
becoming an open world, and each nation and
every country is increasingly becoming an
inseparable part of the entire world. Today, the
world is increasingly becoming a community
of destiny among you, me and you, and eco-
nomic globalisation is developing in depth.
History and reality have consistently proved
the scientific nature of Marxist world history.

The Chinese Communist Party has always
attached importance to combining Marxist
world historical thoughts with China’s concrete
realities, promoting the continuous develop-
ment of this idea, and providing scientific and
ideological weapons for the Chinese revolu-
tion, construction, and reform.

Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: “The
Chinese revolution is part of the world revo-
lution”. This correct proposition was put for-
ward during the first Great Revolution of China
from 1924 to 1927. This was proposed by the
Chinese Communists, but for everything at
that time. Those who participated in the anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal struggles agreed.
Comrade Deng Xiaoping stated: “Socialism
must absorb and draw on all the achievements
of civilisation created by human society in
order to win the advantages compared with
capitalism.”

Since the 18th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China, Comrade Xi
Jinping has coordinated the two major domes-
tic and international situations and proposed
the idea of building a community of human

destiny. This idea is a high-level examina-
tion of the development trend and major prob-
lems facing the world today, and contributes
to China’s wisdom and China’s plan for the
peaceful development of humankind. It is the
enrichment and development of Marxist world
history.

The idea of the community of human des-
tiny inherits the value stand of Marxist world
historical thoughts, that is, taking the people
as the centre, paying attention to the new char-
acteristics and new links of the fundamental
interests of the peoples of the contemporary
world, pursuing cooperation and mutual ben-
efit, and common development, thus standing
in the current era.

On the moral high ground, Comrade Xi
Jinping pointed out: “Today, the world of
human interaction is deeper and wider than
ever before. Countries are more interconnected
and dependent on each other more frequently
and more closely than ever before.” The global
Internet system, international industrial chain
and financial chain will deeply integrate the
interests of people of all countries.

Therefore, relying on the strength of a cer-
tain country or certain countries cannot cope
with the challenges faced by mankind. All
countries in the world should join hands and
pursue their own interests while taking into
account the interests of other countries, while
seeking their own development while taking
into account other countries.

China has proposed the “Belt and Road
Initiative” and advocated the establishment of
new international relations between countries
through equal consultation and mutual benefit.
The broad vision, high-distance pattern, and
people’s sentiments embodied in the commu-
nity of human destiny are in stark contrast to
the power politics and zero-sum game thinking
that emphasises the priority of national inter-
ests and even seeks to develop itself through
the interests of other countries.

The human destiny community inherits
and develops Marxist historical materialism
and world historical thoughts, and realisti-
cally analyses and reveals the new characteris-
tics, new laws and new trends of the historical
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process of the world today, and provides solu-
tions to the problems faced by human beings.
Standing on the commanding heights of the
present age.

The international community today faces
profound internal contradictions: on the one
hand, regional integration and economic glo-
balisation are the trend of the times, and people
of all countries hope to continue to benefit
from this process; on the other hand, economic
globalisation has brought about some negative
effects and development. There are unbalanced
and unsustainable issues; some countries have
moved against the trend, and trade protection-
ism and anti-globalisation have risen.

However, the root cause of major prob-
lems in the world is not economic globalisa-
tion, but the lack of global growth momentum,
the lag of global economic governance, and
the imbalance of global development have not
been effectively resolved.

The human community advocates insist-
ing on innovation to drive the global economy,
transforming the global economic govern-
ance system to make it more fair and reason-
able, adhering to cooperation and win-win to
achieve the sharing of development results, and
promoting open, inclusive, balanced economic
globalisation.

This idea grasps the essence of Marxist
world history and makes a realistic judgement
on the development trend of the world today.
Therefore, its proposed solution can be credible
and recognised by more and more countries.

The idea of human destiny and community
combines the theoretical logic of Marxist world
historical thought with the practical logic of
human social development, respects the dif-
ferences between countries and nations, and
resolves contradictions and conflicts through
cooperation. Human well-being promotes
common development, sustained prosperity
and long-term stability of human society.

The author is a senior professor at Shanghai
University of Finance and Economics cmg a
researcher at Shanghai Xi Jinping's New Age
Chinese Socialist Thought Research Centre.
People’s Daily &
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Cuba to UN:
End the blockade!

Guardian

WT Whitney

Cuba’s government on August
24 released a 59-page report on
adverse effects of the US economic
blockade. Its authors maintain,
“The blockade ... against Cuba
constitutes the principal obstacle
to the development of all poten-
tials of the Cuban economy.”
Taking inflation into account,
they say the blockade has drained
US$933.68 billion from Cuba’s
economy since it took effect.
Losses during the most recent
year amounted to US$4.3 billion.

Once again the report appears
ahead of a vote in the United Nations
General Assembly on a Cuban reso-
lution titled, “Necessity for putting
an end to the economic, commercial,
and financial blockade imposed by
the United States against Cuba.” The
vote this year takes place on October
31. Cuba’s first purpose in issuing
the report is to inform national del-
egations at the Assembly about the
blockade. In effect, the Cuban gov-
ernment is also sending a message to
world opinion.

Nations of the world have voted
on this Cuban resolution every year
since 1992, and every year they have
overwhelmingly voted down the US
blockade. Only the United States and
Israel have supported the blockade in
recent years.

The blockade is the centrepiece
of US aggression against a sover-
eign nation. The US people on the
side of decency and respect toward
Cuba have reason to call their own
government to account. The current
report from Cuba is an incentive and
a resource for information.

Cuba’s 2018 report surveys US
laws authorising the blockade, US
violations of international law, and
US and worldwide opposition to the
blockade. The report offers a flood
of examples of blockade-related
damage showing up between April
2017 and March 2018. It surveys
harm done to healthcare, education,
sports, culture, economic develop-
ment, foreign trade, and Cuba’s rela-
tions with international financial
institutions.

The report touches upon new US
regulations imposed by the Trump
administration in November 2017,
in particular the tightening of travel
restrictions and banning of US trade
with 179 specified Cuban companies.
This report returns to Cuba’s charge
over the years that the blockade
exerts an “extraterritorial” effect. It
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A vigil for Cuba earlier this year in Martin Place, Sydney.

reaches beyond Cuba to affect coun-
tries throughout the world.

The report outlines mechanisms
by means of which the blockade
causes shortages. There is the pro-
hibition of direct dealings between
entities of the two countries. The
major exception is an allowance
dating from 2000 for US agricultural
products to be exported to Cuba.

Monetary losses also result from
US sanctions, or the fear of sanc-
tions, that are applied to specific
companies, agenmes and financial
institutions in third countries. Their
vulnerability stems from any affilia-
tion they enjoy with US counterparts
or from any significant admixture of
US components or US financing in
the manufacture of goods in those
third countries. Third—country com-
panies involved in distributing such
goods to Cuba also risk US fines.

Companies in third countries
may not use dollars in transactions
with Cuba. Banks are punished “for
using the word Cuba in reference to
the transaction.”

The report catalogues diffi-
cult situations. Specialised medical
equipment and drugs made only in
the United States are unavailable
and lives are lost. To buy goods from
third countries rather than from the
United States means higher prices
and increased transportation costs.
Cuban agricultural products are off
limits to US buyers. Services for
Cuban embassies in foreign countries
may be unavailable due to providers’
affiliations with US companies.

Tourist revenue is down as a
result of the Trump administration’s
new travel restrictions. The refusal
of third-country banks to handle
dollars heading for Cuba curtails
revenue.

Frustration results from a lack
of access to equipment and serv-
ices from abroad that are essential
for improvements in the agricultural,
educational, and healthcare sec-
tors. Shortages in health care cause
“pain that never can be quantified.”
The near impossibility of Cubana
Airlines to secure spare parts or to

rent or buy replacement planes is a
recipe for danger.

Blockade regulations have long
interfered with visits in both direc-
tions of performing artists, scientific
delegations, academic groups, and
cultural representatives. Academic
exchanges and US student programs
in Cuba have been put on hold.

Economic reverses suffered by
Cubans at the hands of the block-
ade are thus quantifiable and seri-
ous. But, as the report demonstrates,
the blockade also causes fatigue,
discouragement, and dashed hopes
affecting people’s daily lives. That,
in fact, is the way it was supposed to
be. According to a State Department
memo in 1960, the blockade would
inflict pain and suffering and thereby,
in theory, provoke rebellion.

The dominant US media are
ignoring the current Cuban report
to the United Nations. One Internet
search yielded two articles in
English, one from Venezuela and
the other from Cuba. A modified
one identified another posting by the

official “New China News Agency.”
A search for Spanish language arti-
cles on the report produced an
overflow.

The blockade itself receives
little mention in the US press, which
dwells on Cuba’s economic prob-
lems. Any pretence at objectivity
surely would require press coverage
of this US policy, not least because
the blockade has much to with short-
ages and economic stress in Cuba.

We note, lastly, that the US
blockade operates in concert with
other aggressive US measures
against Cuba, in particular, many
well-established US programs pro-
viding money and support for a polit-
ical opposition there. Broadcasting
of counter-revolutionary propaganda
from the United States has contin-
ued for decades. The US Congress
recently approved US$15 million in
support of anti-government subver-
sion inside Cuba and US$29 mil-
lion to fund the US propaganda arm
Radio and TV Marti.
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Victory for Indigenous nations

Lorraine Chow

explained by the Canadian Press — “was so

Energy Board did not consider the environ-

remain in “legal limbo until the energy reg-

A Canadian court “quashed” approval of
the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion last
week, a major setback for Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, whose government agreed
to purchase the controversial project from
Kinder Morgan for 4.5 billion Canadian
dollars in May.

It’s a stunning victory for Indigenous
groups and environmentalists opposed to the
project, which is designed to nearly triple the
amount of tar sands transported from Alberta
to the coast of British Columbia.

The Federal Court of Appeal ruled that
the National Energy Board’s review — as

flawed that the federal government could not
rely on it as a basis for its decision to approve
the expansion.”

The project has been at the centre of
widespread protests from environmental
groups and First Nations ever since November
2016, when Trudeau approved a $7.4 billion
expansion of the existing Trans Mountain
pipeline that would increase the transport of
Alberta tar sands oil from the current 300,000
barrels per day to 890,000 barrels per day
and increase tanker traffic nearly seven-fold
through the Burrard Inlet.

Specifically, the Court said it was an
“unjustifiable failure” that the National

mental impacts of the increased tanker traffic.

The Court additionally concluded that
the government “fell well short” with prop-
erly consulting with the Indigenous groups
involved in the case, including the Tsleil-
Waututh and Squamish on British Columbia’s
south coast.

The ruling will force the National Energy
Board to redo its review of the pipeline and
the government to restart consultations with
the Indigenous groups. It also means that the
construction that has already begun in central
Alberta must cease.

In effect, the court has halted the 1,150
kilometre project indefinitely and it will

ulator and the government reassess their
approvals to satisfy the Court’s demands,”
CBC wrote.

Notably, the decision was made the same
day Kinder Morgan’s shareholders voted to
approve the $4.5 billion sale to Canada, which
means the country owns a proposed pipeline
project that could be subject to years of fur-
ther review, the publication pointed out.

The court’s judgment could be appealed a
final time to the Supreme Court of Canada.

The Minister of Finance Bill Morneau
said that the government has received the
ruling and will review the decision.
EcoWatch &
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Portugal
“Patriotic politics of the left”

International

September 19, 2018 @

CJ Atkins

LISBON: Anyone who says socialism and
love of country don’t mix better take a
look at Portugal’s Communist Party and
think again. If there is any group here
that can claim a history of fighting for the
best interests of the whole nation while
also being true to the global struggle for
change, it’s the Portuguese Communists.
This is the party, after all, that kept the
flame of democracy burning even during
a half-century of fascist dictatorship and
secret police terror.

This weekend in the Lisbon suburb of
Amora, the party took its message to hundreds
of thousands of people from across Portugal
and around the world at the annual Avante!
Festival (Festa do Avante!). Named after the
party’s newspaper, Avante!, or Forward!, the
event, now in its 42nd year, is a three-day jam-
boree of music, dance, sport, theatre, debate,
and more — all peppered with just the right
dose of progressive politics. This was no dull
conference with too many long speeches, but
rather a celebration of life and a peek into a
future of solidarity that might exist just beyond
capitalism.

Headlined by big name Portuguese bands
like Xutos and Pontapés as well as interna-
tional acts, such as Palestine’s 47Soul and
rock-gospel-blues singer Sharrie Williams
from the US, the festival offers something for
every musical taste. There was even a concert
honouring the 200th birthday of Karl Marx
by the Sinfonietta de Lisboa, featuring Aaron
Copland’s “Fanfare for the Common Man,”
Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story, along
with Tchaikovsky, Beethoven, and others.

In opening the festival, Portuguese
Communist Party leader Jeronimo de Sousa
characterised it as “the high point” of the par-
ty’s year. The festival, he said, gives party
members and their allies “the strength and con-
fidence to continue fighting ... for workers and
the people.”

The massacre of Portugal
And it’s just what this country needs. In
the words of Jorge Cadima, a representative
of the party’s International Department who
spoke with People’s World on the sidelines of

the festival, “Portugal was massacred” — first
by the economic crisis that gripped the world
starting in 2007 and then by the European
Union’s forced austerity measures in response
to it. Over the last several years, he says, more
people in his country seem to be realising that
“capitalism has reached a point where it is
unable to get out of its problems.”

Cadima highlighted the shrinking ability
of the economic system to engage in socially
useful, productive activity. Instead, it jumps
from bubble to bubble, looking for the next
temporary investment outlet. Along the way,
more and more private debt — the costs of either
failed investments, or more likely, successful
predatory stripping of companies’ resources —
“gets dumped into public hands.”

Trumpism and the increasing influence
of the far-right is a symptom of this contin-
ued long-term crisis in the US, according to
Cadima. The same thing is happening in many
countries across Europe, Latin America, and
Asia. And in places where the right gains
power, they are preparing for an even darker
future. “There is a growing consolidation of the
mechanisms of authoritarianism and repression
to use if and when they are needed.”

While Portugal has not, so far, seen an
extreme nationalist and reactionary movement
arise — the memories of the dictatorship of
Antonio Salazar are probably still too fresh for
that — it has been on the receiving end of harsh
austerity measures and crushing economic dik-
tats from the EU.

Here, the ongoing economic crisis has had
what Cadima calls a “two-fold character”: class
and national.

First, there was the capitalist class offen-
sive against social welfare. The big European
banks and the so-called troika of the European
Commission, the European Central Bank, and
the International Monetary Fund, took advan-
tage of the crisis and forced crushing debt
repayment measures on Portugal (as well as
Greece, Italy, and Spain). The result was an
accelerating downward spiral. As a condition
of the 78 billion euro ($92 billion) bailout,
wages were cut, pensions trimmed, health and
education systems gutted.

The result? Unemployment doubled. From
2007 to 2016, over a million Portuguese citi-
zens left the country in search of work — nearly

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA

\ also solidarity with
Venezvela and Gaza

5:30 pm Thursday September 20
Sydney Martin Place outside the USA Consulate

10 percent of the population. That exodus is
still visible in the streets of Almada, a town just
across the river from the capital. Block after
block of apartments, but very few people in
the streets, even during what should be a busy
time of day.

The second aspect of how the economic
collapse played out is the national one. The
EU’s biggest economy, Germany, has exploited
the situation of poorer countries to increase its
own dominance over the continent’s economy.
Even though most austerity orders came via the
EU, it was always clear that Berlin called the
shots on what countries trapped in debt would
have to do in order to get help. Relief was held
hostage, and the ransoms were high.

Ditching austerity

By 2015, the Portuguese people had
enough. Parliamentary elections that year gave
the combined left (Socialist Party, Left Bloc,
Communists, and Greens) the biggest share
of seats. But the conservative (and ironically
named) Social Democratic Party was the single
largest vote-getter, so it got first shot at forming
a government.

To block them, the Communist Party went
to the Socialists and offered to support them
forming a government, but only on condition
that it start reversing the worst of the meas-
ures implemented by the previous government,
starting first of all with rolling back wage cuts,
guaranteeing the 35-hour work-week, and
increasing pensions. It wasn’t a coalition, but a
deal was made. On the Communists’ initiative,
Portugal ditched austerity.

After two-and-a-half years of re-invest-
ment in the public sector and a halt to most
major cuts, the turnaround has been dramatic.
Wages are up, unemployment is down, and
the debt is shrinking. Among the Portuguese
people, there is a new confidence — the sense
that life can get better. Cadima says that “for
the first time, people see something besides
defeat is possible.” Even the mainstream estab-
lishment press is admitting that Portugal has
shown there’s another way.

He cautions, however, that everything
achieved so far was won only because Socialist
Prime Minister Antonio Costa was under pres-
sure from the Communists and others on his
left flank: “What the Socialist Party has done

is not enough. If there was a different balance
of forces in parliament, they would go back
to their right-wing policies of the past.” They
already have in some cases, keeping troika-
imposed labour legislation, blocking indus-
try-level collective bargaining, and increasing
collaboration with NATO and the US.

With elections due by next fall, the
Socialists are trying to leverage the popularity
of the anti-austerity agenda to increase their
support among voters, hoping to grow their
own seat-count and not have to rely on the
Communists to stay in office.

It’s a danger that PCP is well aware of.
“The Socialists try to take credit for all the
positive things achieved, but we tell the people
that whatever you got out of them is only
because of the strength of the Communists.”

Avante, camarade!

The Portuguese national spirit has been
revived as a result of forcefully rejecting the
agenda of Europe’s big capitalist powers; it
represents the PCP’s approach of a “patriotic
politics of the left” in practice. It’s a combi-
nation of the class struggle and the fight for
national sovereignty.

Keeping it going though, is going to
require a lot of work. “Real progress,” Cadima
says, “is all going to come down to mass
struggle.”

Back at the festival, that new sense of pos-
sibility is on full display at the closing rally,
where hundreds of thousands gather to hear
from the party general secretary on the strug-
gles still to come.

Attendees embrace and the crowd moves
in unison as their voices join to sing the party
hymn, “Avante, camarade!”, followed by
“The Internationale,” and the national anthem.
Socialism, international solidarity, and love of
country and people all combine.

The Avante! Festival organises people to
fight for the better world of the future while
nourishing their souls to survive in the current
one. It’s popular front politics at its best and
embodies the spirit of hope that has returned
to the Portuguese people after they stood up to
austerity — and won.
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On US dominance

Even such a staunch ally as
Australia is having second
thoughts on who it wants to align
itself with in the Western Pacific.
Australia currently hosts US
Marines and the huge US intelli-
gence gathering operation at Pine

Gap. But China is Canberra’s
largest trading partner, and
Chinese students and tourists are
an important source of income for
Australia.

Canberra is currently consumed
with arguments over China’s influ-
ence on Australia’s politics, and there
is a division in the foreign policy
establishment over how closely
aligned the Australians should be
with Washington, given the uncertain
policies of the Trump administra-
tion. Some — like defence strategist
Hugh White — argue that “Not only is
America failing to remain the domi-
nant power, it is failing to retain any
substantial strategic role at all.”

White’s analysis is an overstate-
ment. The US is the most powerful

military force in the region, and the
Pacific basin is still Washington’s
number one trade partner.

In the balance of forces,
Canberra doesn’t count for much.
But the debate is an interesting one
and a reflection that the Obama
administration’s “Asia pivot” to ring
China with US allies has not exactly
been a slam-dunk.

T Southern
Brisbane

Who pays?

After we got rid of Gillard and
Rudd did anyone think the work-
ers’ plight could get worse? Some
of us did, knowing Abbott and his

ideas were not too far from the
thoughts of the mining magnets
idea of wages being lowered to
that of our Asian neighbours.

“Abbott and Hockey Stopped
Wage Growth” ran the headline.
They certainly slashed funding to
education, health and Medicare.

The 2018-19 budget promises
billions for education, health and
aged care. In education they have
given back only 25 percent of what
has been taken away since 2013-14
budget. As concerns health services,
we have seen so many drugs dropped
in price every person I have talked
to has said this is “great” until it is
explained that there has been no new
money put up for this, just a juggling
of money, and life-saving drugs have

Guardian

been taken from the PBS and sold
over the counter.

The $5 billion taken from aged
care nursing homes is being given
back but nothing more, so aged care
in real terms is 5 years behind in
funding.

Today (September 3, 2018) after
losing in another opinion poll, out
comes SCOMO’s last card in the
deck: union bashing, by trying to
deregister the CFMEU this govern-
ment in 5 years has held a Royal
Commission costing Australian
Workers over $20 million, from 200
charges being laid against unions
doing their job protecting workers’
rights.

Western NSW Branch

Culi

by
WT Whiin

Chile -

September
11, 1973

September 11 was also a day of terror —
in Chile in 1973. “I’ve been through this
before,” Chilean author Ariel Dorfman
wrote of the 2001 US terror day. “The
world will never be the same,” he recalls
Chileans saying after their September 11.

President Salvador Allende’s Popular
Unity movement was the product of long,
peaceful political struggle on the part of jus-
tice-hungry compatriots who came together
as diverse leftist currents. Amidst great hopes,
Popular Unity took charge of the govern-
ment in 1970, through elections. Three years
later a military-dominated government under
General Augusto Pinochet Ugarte, fascist in
all but name, carried out a violent coup and
would reign until 1990.

In his farewell message while waiting for
his death on September 11, 1973, President
Allende explained what was happening:
“Foreign capital and imperialism, united with
reactionary elements, created the climate for
the armed forces to break with tradition [break-
ing with constitutional guarantees].”

The next year, writing in the British New

4

hungry compatriots who came together as diverse leffist currents.

Statesman, the famous novelist and astute
political observer Gabriel Garcia Marquez
identified a contradiction: Allende was both a
“congenital foe of violence and a passionate
revolutionary.” His followers likewise wanted
change that was both peaceful and revolution-
ary. Hopes were high, but a script calling for
fatal consequences was already written. That
was tragic.

Allende’s dilemma was impossible. Says
Garcia Marquez: “Experience taught him too
late that a system cannot be changed by a gov-
ernment without power.” That lesson has an
application now. In Venezuela, Ecuador, and
Bolivia where elected socialists are the heads
of government and are advancing programs.
What is their power?

Perhaps the most poignant message left
over from US support for the Chilean coup
relates to a US approach to terror that seems
not to change. Murder, chaos, and fear were
predictable before the coup. Presumably, US
schemers regarded these as acceptable out-
comes. Such fallout had marked interventions
in the region earlier in the century, examples

being Haiti, 1915-1934, and Nicaragua, 1912-
1933. And easy tolerance of terrorism contin-
ues now as regards Cuba, Venezuela, Colombia
and Honduras, and in regions elsewhere in the
world.

The distinction is thus drawn between good
terrorists, so to speak, and bad terrorists. One
set was at work on September 11 in 1973, the
other that day in 2001.

The Chilean coup has lessons for people
today concerned about US domination in the
world. Henry Kissinger, then National Security
Council director, famously articulated US
motives in 1970 in anticipation of a likely
Allende electoral victory. He told US officials
planning support for the coup that, “I don’t see
why we have to stand by and watch a country
go communist by the irresponsibility of its own
people.” One takes Kissinger’s sentiment then
as precedent for attitudes of entitlement and
control prevailing today.

After the Chilean coup, US intervention-
ists were adjusting methods on how to bring
down objectionable governments. Direct use
of US troops, military proxies, or US agents

President Salvador Allende’s Popular Unity movement was the product of long, peaceful political struggle on the part of justice-

has waned since Guatemala in 1954, Cuba
in 1961, Colombia in 1964, the Dominican
Republic in 1965, and Nicaragua in the early
1980s. The US government began to priori-
tise destabilisation campaigns. The US role
in Chile was a forerunner of actions taken
in Venezuela toward political and economic
destabilisation of a country engaged in build-
ing socialism.

Latin American regional solidarity organ-
isations have emerged. The principal ones
are the Union of South American Nations
(UNASUR), the Bolivarian Alliance for
the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), and
Community of Latin American and Caribbean
States (CELAC). Their watchful presence may
serve to block, or at least inhibit, violent, far-
reaching US interventions in the future.

Salvador Allende was a teacher who pro-
jected courage and optimism. In his last mes-
sage he said, “Tomorrow belongs to the people,
the workers. Humanity advances toward the
conquest of a better life. History is ours and the
people will make it.”

People’s World &



Guardian

September 19,2018 11

Bridge over troubled water

Ed Rampell

LOS ANGELES: Hollywood is known
around the world as a “company town”
for the motion picture industry and tel-
evision, but Los Angeles is also a music
mecca. In January 1972, Aretha Franklin
recorded the live album Amazing Grace
with Reverend James Cleveland and the
Southern California Community Choir in
South LA, and it became one of America’s
bestselling gospel recordings of all time.
After her death on August 16, to pay
homage to the “Queen of Soul,” selections
from that legendary Atlantic Records
album were performed on the evening of
August 30 at a sonorous, loving Gospel
Music Tribute Remembering Aretha
Franklin.

A hundred or more singers of the LA
Chapter of the Gospel Music Workshop
of America and the Southern California
Community Alumni Choir performed under
the batons of Reverend Calvin Bernard Rhone,
Reverend Quincy Fielding, Jr, and Herman
Jones, backed by an organist, pianist, guitarist,
and percussionists pounding the sharkskins on
bongos and a snare drum set.

The impressive array of solo and choral
singers filled a phalanx of bleachers in the
California African American Museum’s hall.
Although they were clad in black, their bright
voices moved the standing room-only crowd
and filtered outdoors to where hundreds more
watching big screen TVs were gathered in
CAAM’s capacious courtyard. Instead of

mourning, songs such as “Amazing Grace”
and “Bridge Over Troubled Water” celebrated
Aretha’s life and legacy.

Starting at 7pm, various dignitaries
spoke glowingly about the Queen of Soul at
the joyous event co-hosted by former execu-
tive director of the Los Angeles SCLC chap-
ter and current LA County Supervisor Mark
Ridley-Thomas. In addition to Ridley-Thomas,
Her Majesty’s eulogisers included CAAM’s
Executive Director George Davis, LA County
Arts Commission’s Executive Director Kristin
Sakoda, and Bishop Kenneth Ulmer, Pastor,
Faithful Central Bible Church. KJLH radio
host Aundrae Russell emceed the two-hour
musical extravaganza that featured about 20 of
the original choir members who’d actually per-
formed with Aretha almost half a century ago
on the Amazing Grace hit album.

Other notables in the overflowing crowd
included the Civil Rights icon Marian Wright
Edelman, the first Black woman admitted to
the Mississippi Bar, who practiced law for the
NAACP and defended activists during 1964°s
“Freedom Summer” crusade. Ms Edelman
went on to work on Dr King’s Poor People’s
Campaign, and as a founder of the Children’s
Defence Fund, she heroically stood up to the
Clinton administration when the social safety
net came under attack with White House com-
plicity during the 1990s. I was thrilled to have
the privilege to briefly express my gratitude to
her at the Tribute for doing so and being a rare
genuinely ethical voice in what passes for the
public discourse on behalf of the least of these
among us.

Also in attendance at the Gospel Music
Tribute Remembering Aretha Franklin was
former US Ambassador to Micronesia and
four-time Congresswoman Diane Watson from
2001-2011, who represented California’s 33rd
Congressional District, which includes South
Central. Democratic Party consultant Bob
Shrum, who managed to parlay losing cam-
paigns for Al Gore, John Kerry and others into
being a TV talking head and USC academic,
was also on hand.

Why such a mass outpouring for the Queen
of Soul? As Supervisor Ridley-Thomas pointed
out in his eulogy: “Aretha used her vocal cords
to generate cash for social justice causes. We

honoured her for her service to human rights
and we paid tribute to her talent.” Indeed, as
the daughter of Baptist preacher CL Franklin,
Aretha was born into a prominent Civil Rights
family, and she supported that and other causes
on and offstage.

Aretha Franklin gave voice to the best
within us, which is why the Black community
and others embraced her. With songs such as
“Respect” and “Think” she expressed ideals of
equal rights for all, including for women and
ethnic minorities, and won the enduring love of
millions that manifested itself in remembrances
across America.
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They’re burning our dreams

Sydney

IN THE PUB

Peter Pregaman

the scene. He became emotional as

he listed the funds and support he

RIO DE JANEIRO: Smoke rose
Monday from the burned-out
hulk of Brazil’s National Museum,
as recriminations flew over who
was responsible for the loss of
at least part of Latin America’s
largest archive of historical arte-
facts, objects and documents. The
museum’s director said most of
the collection was destroyed but
that it was not possible yet to
detail what was lost.

Local media were reporting
that the blaze destroyed most of the
items in the 200-year-old institution.
The museum had a collection of 20
million items — including Egyptian
and Greco-Roman artefacts and
the oldest human skull found in the
Western hemisphere — and was once
the home of the Portuguese royal
family.

The fire quickly led to criticism
over dilapidated infrastructure and
budget deficits as Brazilians pre-
pare to vote in national elections in
October.

“Just crying doesn’t solve any-
thing,” Alexander Kellner, the
museum’s director, told reporters at

said he would now “demand” from
authorities to salvage what was left
of the collection and re-build the
museum. “We have to act.”

Kellner said that the institution
had just recently secured approval
for funds for a planned renova-
tion of the museum, including
an upgrade of the fire prevention
system.

“Look at the irony, the money is
now there, but we ran out of time,”
he said.

Roberto Robadey, a spokes-
man for the fire department, said
firefighters got off to a slow start
fighting the blaze because the two
fire hydrants closest to the museum
were not functioning. Instead,
trucks had to be sent to get water
from a nearby lake.

Kellner said there were fire
extinguishers on site, but it was not
clear if there were sprinklers since
they are problematic for museums
because water can damage objects.

The walls of the building
were still standing, but much of
it appeared to have been gutted.
Hundreds of people crowded at the

gates of the site, many in tears. On
the massive site where the museum
sits, the fencing was dilapidated,
stonework was cracked and lawns
appeared untended.

“This fire is what some
Brazilian politicians are doing to
the people,” said Rosana Hollanda,
a 35-year-old high school teacher,
who was crying at the gates of the
museum. “They’re burning our
history, and they’re burning our
dreams.”

Latin America’s largest nation
has struggled to emerge from its
worst recession in decades. The
state of Rio de Janeiro has been
particularly hard hit in recent years
thanks to a combination of falling
world prices of oil, one of its major
revenue sources, mismanagement
and massive corruption.

The museum was closed to the
public at the time of the fire, which
broke out at 7:30 pm local time, it
said in a statement. There were no
reports of injuries, the museum said,
and it wasn’t immediately clear how
the fire began.
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Funding failing
private schools in Africa

How on earth did we get to the point
where our aid spending funded schools
which two African countries are

trying to shut down, and which have
been criticised by UN human rights
organisations? Nick Dearden asks.

On British PM Theresa May’s recent
visit to Africa she was unashamed about
using aid money to promote business
interests, creating a UK-Africa relation-
ship that is “more and more about private
investment”. This isn’t new — the use of
aid money to boost the profits of transna-
tional corporations rather than undermine
poverty has been a scandal for years. But
one particularly shocking case that went
entirely overlooked during May’s trip is
British aid funding for “low cost” private
schools in Africa.

Not only are these schools unaffordable for
the poorest people who should be benefiting
from aid money, but the educational standards
have been reported to be so low, the build-
ings so shoddy, and the teaching conditions so
poor, that authorities in Kenya and Uganda are
taking action to shut the schools down.

Today, with the help of human rights and
education experts from the Global Initiative
for Economic, Social and Culture Rights, the
Right to Education Initiative and the National
Education Union, I wrote to Penny Mordaunt,
the International Development Secretary, to
demand the immediate suspension of all fund-
ing to these schools. The facts make for pain-
ful reading.

Bridge International Academies is a net-
work of private pre-primary and primary
schools, operating across Africa and Asia,
using what it calls the “school in a box” model,
a highly-standardised approach with scripted
lessons which teachers have to deliver mechan-
ically, word by word. Bridge draws invest-
ment from educational multinational Pearson,
Bill Gates, the World Bank and the British
Department for International Development
(DfID). DfID has funded these schools with
well over US$26 million from direct and indi-
rect funds.

The problems start with the cost. Although
the schools are said to be “low cost” they are
in practice too expensive for many parents.
Studies in Kenya, Uganda, and Nigeria found
the fees to attend the schools were significantly
higher than the $6 per month claimed by the
company. In Kenya, tuition fees alone ranged
from $6.40 to $10.57 a month. But when you
add mandatory items, such as uniforms, the
monthly costs jump to an average of over $17
per month, well out of reach of poorer families.

In Kenya, 58 percent of pupils interviewed
reported that they had missed school due to
non-payment of fees. A whopping 91.5 per-
cent of parents admitted that they opted not to

send all of their children to the schools, as they
lacked sufficient funds. The vast majority of
parents had difficulty paying rent, providing
food, or accessing healthcare due to the effects
of fees. In Liberia, campaigners report that
children who previously accessed their local
schools were turned away when Bridge took
over and imposed restrictions.

Then there’s the quality of education
received. Teachers in Kenya were found to
be mostly secondary school leavers with-
out formal teaching qualifications. Although
the company is trying to recruit more quali-
fied teachers, the scripted lesson plans, which
are designed in the USA, are delivered on an
e-tablet, which must be followed without devi-
ation. This is great news for the companies that
provide the technology, but not for the pupils
who receive an education that even the teach-
ers might not understand or be able to elabo-
rate on.

Teachers themselves have been found
to work excessive hours of up to 65 hours a
week, for a salary below the national mini-
mum wage guidelines. One Bridge teacher told
researchers: “When you are sick, teachers are
not insured ... maybe you can’t afford to go to
the hospital because our salary is so low.” In
Uganda one study found that Bridge had hired
unlicensed and unregistered teachers, a viola-
tion of the country’s education law.

Bridge schools themselves have been
reported to violate basic health and safety
standards, with some instructed to close on that

basis. In fact, there are currently three criminal
cases against three Bridge academy managers
for failing to meet health, safety and sanita-
tion. A New York Times journalist noted that
in “One of these schools ... The schoolyard
fence was made of patched, bent grey metal
and barbed wire. The school building itself was
shabby and neglected. In the schoolyard, about
30 feet away from where children enter their
classrooms, was a deep trench of fetid garbage
and rotting bags of faeces.”

Finally Bridge stands accused of being
opaque, making full assessment of the schools
difficult. One extreme example relates to the
experience of an independent researcher who
was arrested at the request of Bridge in Uganda
when attempting to collect evidence. The alle-
gations were later considered baseless by the
police. In Kenya, Bridge has used the courts
several times to sue over defamation — though
they have lost all cases so far.

No wonder then that Bridge has been the
subject of strong campaigns in Kenya and
Uganda. In August 2016 the Ugandan minister
of education, Janet Museveni, announced to
parliament her intention to close the 63 Bridge
schools in her country, noting the teaching
“material used could not promote teacher pupil
interaction” and that “poor hygiene and sanita-
tion ... put the life and safety of the school chil-
dren in danger”. After lengthy court action and
negotiations, there is still a standoff between
Bridge and the government.

In Kenya, Bridge stands accused of
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infringing the Basic Education Act. In one
example from the west of the country, author-
ities decided in 2014 to close local Bridge
schools for not complying with minimum edu-
cation standards, including failure to employ
trained teachers. The court confirmed in 2017
that 10 schools could be closed — though there
again, the situation is unclear as the company
is negotiating with the authorities.

In 2016, both the UN Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child went
as far as saying that the UK could be infring-
ing its human rights obligations in its funding
to Bridge and that it “may have contributed to
undermining the quality of free public educa-
tion and created segregation and discrimination
among pupils and students.”

How on earth did we get to the point where
our aid spending funded schools which two
African countries are trying to shut down, and
which have been criticised by UN human rights
organisations?

Nothing in the Bridge case means we
should slash the aid budget. This money could
play a useful role in helping develop compre-
hensive free and public education across the
world. It’s exactly this model which helped
undermine poverty and reduce inequality in
Britain after all. But to achieve that we must
move away from the idea that the “market
knows best” when it comes to education. It
doesn’t.
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