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The “new” government of Prime Minister
Scott Morrison has dumped Malcolm
Turnbull’s National Energy Guarantee
(NEG) scheme, in effect abandoning
Australia’s meagre international commit-
ment to help tackle climate change.

The NEG scheme endorsed the former
Abbott government’s pathetically feeble agree-
ment made at the Paris international climate
change conference, that by 2030 it would
reduce carbon emissions between 25 and 26
percent compared with the 2005 level. The
national emission level had begun to fall during
the Rudd and Gillard governments’ periods in
office, but immediately rose after the Coalition
with its climate change deniers took power.

A large proportion of emissions comes
from the generation of electrical energy from
coal-fired power plants. The National Energy
Guarantee was weak, but it included provision
for the Paris emission level agreement to be
formally recognised in legislation that would
(in theory, at least) have encouraged energy
providers to generate a greater proportion of
power from clean renewable energy sources.

But that was too much for the coal and gas
industries, and the pro-coal MPs threatened to
vote against the scheme. The Coalition had a
one-seat majority in parliament and Turnbull
was terrified that the government would fall
if the pro-coal MPs crossed the floor of the
House during voting, so he postponed imple-
mentation of the NEG.

But even that wasn’t enough for the pro-
coal faction. Turnbull failed again to recon-
cile the irreconcilable, and after a short vicious
battle he was ejected from leadership of the
Liberal Party. His replacement, Scott Morrison,
who is infamous for having once brandished a
lump of coal and sung its praises on the floor of
the House of Representatives, has now dumped
the NEG scheme altogether.

Fossil fuels,
fossil governments

The Morrison government isn’t denying
climate change outright, it’s simply taking
no action to deal with it. One commentator
recently noted acidly that the members of the
government are not climate deniers, they are
just climate “do-nothingists”.

That comment is understandable but mis-
leading. By deciding to take no action to
mitigate climate change, members of the gov-
ernment are condemning this and coming gen-
erations, including their own families, to a very
nasty fate. Climate variation is already clearly
evident, with heatwaves in northern Europe

The Workers’ Weekly

We acknowledge the Sovereignty of Ausiralia’s First Nations’ Peoples.

Climate change
Liberals dump the future

F"

and other extreme weather events including
typhoons and flooding in Asia.

Australia is now having bushfires in mid-
winter. This year nationwide maximum tem-
peratures are at a record, 1.36 degrees above
the 1961-1990 average. Northern Australia is
currently under severe fire warnings, and the
eastern states are also in for a summer of ter-
rible danger.

Turnbull’s own son, who has advised
the public not to vote for the Coalition at the
coming by-election for his father’s old seat,
commented bitterly “ ... my father fought the
stupid and the stupid won.”

As if to prove the point, Angus Taylor, the
new Minister for Energy and avowed enemy
of wind farms, has declared that the real issue
involved in energy generation is the price and
reliability of energy, not climate change, and
that a rise in renewable energy generation will
result in further price rises.

But there are limits to how much disin-
formation the public will accept, and for how
long. Last Saturday’s catastrophic result for the
Liberals in the Wagga Wagga state by-election
in NSW was undoubtedly partly due to public
disgust over the Liberals’ leadership battle,
but public distrust is also mounting over the
Coalition’s energy policies.

In fact, despite Taylor’s statements,
the rise in energy prices between 2015 and
2017 was largely due to higher coal and gas
costs and the closure of some power plants,
including Hazlewood in Victoria, accord-
ing to the Grattan Institute. In recent months
the nationwide price of energy has declined
slightly at the same time as the proportion
of energy generated from renewable sources
has increased. The price decline is most
notable in South Australia, which has had the
nation’s most ambitious renewable energy
target.

Coal-fired power generation is also proving
unreliable, with 100 breakdowns in the nation’s
ageing generators reported this year.

Taylor opposes subsidising renewable
energy. But a gigantic double standard is at
work there. Big business is no longer inter-
ested in investing in coal-fired power sta-
tions, which cannot compete economically
with renewable energy generation, whose
energy source is available free of charge.
Some members of the government have
therefore expressed interest in former PM
Tony Abbott’s proposal to publicly fund the
construction and operation of new coal-fired
power stations, at stupendous expense for the
taxpayer.
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Public interest,
not private benefits

Abbott has also recommended dumping
Australia’s commitment to the Paris agreement
emission target level. That would have a devas-
tating impact on the development of privately-
funded renewable energy projects.

But the history of the last few years proves
that the private sector is unable to meet the
challenges of climate change. The situation
has become highly critical. A recent editorial
in Renew Economy pointed out:

“To prevent temperatures rising above the
upper 2 degrees limit of the 2015 Paris agree-
ment, it is no longer possible to follow a grad-
ual transition path. We have left it too late;
emergency action, akin to wartime regulation,
is inevitable. Market-based measures alone are
insufficient.”

But emergency regulation will not be
brought in by the current conservative regimes
in Australia and the US. They and the pro-coal
commercial media “shock-jocks” are still pro-
moting coal-fired power generation. Australia
is one of the world’s biggest exporters of coal
and gas, major contributors to greenhouse gas
emissions.

Continued on page 2
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The rights of all are threatened

The government believes that the working class is not as
united as it once was and the Australian Labor Party, in which
so many workers have traditionally placed their trust, is torn by
factional strife and the promotion of anti-worker policies. On
many important issues, the right-wing ALP leadership agrees
with the policies of the Liberal Coalition.

Employers have never let up in their attempts to weaken
and destroy militant, class conscious trade unions.

The aim now is to destroy all unions.

The big corporate bosses are the driving force behind the
coup-like push to entrench the fascist-minded right into the
Liberal-National Coalition leadership.

This includes top-of-the-list priority to introduce total de-
regulation of the conditions covering the employment of workers.

The government plans include:

* A further savage attack on awards and the complete removal

of penalty rates for weekends and overtime

Reduce workers rights under enterprise agreements

Smash laws covering unfair dismissals

Wipe union right of entry provisions

Further curtail any ability to take strike action

Reduce annual and sick leave

Cut the minimum wage

Aggressive pushing of individual employment arrangements

Continue the attacks on unions, foremost shipping and

construction

* Undermine the existing State systems reducing workers’
rights, pay and conditions.

It is going to require the full might of a highly organised
and united trade union movement along with support from the
broader community and left and progressive organisations to
defeat the employer offensive.

The Australian people have a great track record of standing
up to attacks on democratic rights. Workers have rallied in huge
numbers to defend democratic rights and to defeat attacks on
them by the conservative forces.

These struggles include the Eureka Stockade, the strug-
gles against conscription, the defeat of the cold war ban of
the Communist Party, the 1967 “yes” vote in the referendum
for Indigenous Australians to have the right to vote and to be
counted in the census, the defeat of the infamous penal clauses
imposed on the trade union movement which culminated in mass
industrial action in 1969, the defeat of the attempt to destroy
the Maritime Union in 1998.

The time has come to launch new struggles to defeat the
attacks that are again being made against the trade union
movement and the democratic rights of the people generally.

At the centre of this struggle must be the working class and
its organisations. The trade unions must mobilise like never
before without concern for craft or industry divisions or for
individual gain. The rights of all are under severe attack.

The CPA is of the view that the building of a powerful united
front of all trade unions and working class political parties and
their supporters is needed to overcome these attacks on the
trade union movement and the rights of workers. The union
movement will be pivotal in building this united force.

A great educational campaign needs to be launched to
explain what the government and employer policies of “indi-
vidualism”, “competition policy”, “choice” and “privatisation”
really mean and that on the other hand the trade union move-
ment and workers’ organisations are built on “collectivism”,
“cooperation” and “mutual solidarity”.

Industrial actions taken by workers need to be strongly
supported by helping workers and unions establishing pickets,
printing and distributing literature to other workers and the
community, establishing support groups and fighting funds for
striking workers and their families, and lobbying for the widest
support from political parties and community organisations.

The formation of groups of activists to act in solidarity with
workers who are under attack could help to reinforce pickets
established by workers and their trade unions. A magnificent
example was given by the huge community support for the MUA
during its 1998 dispute with Patrick

Above all, it is necessary to bring about a united front of
workers, trade unions and labour movement activists irrespec-
tive of political affiliation, all directed to defeat the government’s
dangerous offensive and implement policies that are in the in-
terests of the working people.

The CPA strongly advocates these measures and declares its
willingness to assist with its resources in every possible way.

The assault can be stopped if the initiative and creativity
of workers is unleashed with the organised labour movement
playing a central role.

Liberals

Continued from page 1

Yet the federal government is
supporting a proposal by the malig-
nant mining corporation Adani for
construction of the world’s biggest
coal mine in Queensland’s Galilee
Basin, which will probably contrib-
ute to the eventual destruction of the
Great Barrier Reef. During the recent
conference of Pacific Island nations
the Australian delegates refused to
support a statement advocating the
adoption of renewable energy gen-
eration with the greatest possible
speed.

In the US, President Donald
Trump recently made the aston-
ishingly stupid claim that coal is
a superior energy source because
renewable energy generation infra-
structure is vulnerable to enemy
attack, whereas coal is totally invul-
nerable. Of course, coal-fired power
plants are just as vulnerable to
enemy attack as wind or solar energy
plants, and as energy sources the sun
and wind are just as invulnerable as
subterranean coal.

A US company backed by tran-
snational oil giant Shell has also
developed a method of converting
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captured carbon dioxide emissions
from coal-fired power stations into
synthetic fuels and gases. They claim
the process is carbon neutral because
combustion of these products would
produce no more carbon emissions
than during the original combustion
of the coal.

They ignore the fact that carbon
emissions are unlikely to be cap-
tured during combustion of the syn-
thetic products, and that high cost
has made carbon capture and storage
an uneconomic process for coal-fired
energy generation, even without the
added cost of carbon conversion.

Pouring resources into such
projects is likely to worsen the
impact of climate change, because
it will delay the implementation of
really effective steps to deal with cli-
mate change just when speed is of
the utmost importance.

Meet the challenge

To meet the challenges of cli-
mate change we need to nationalise
the energy industry, rapidly transfer
to renewable energy generation and
phase out coal mining, phase out the
production of vehicles powered by

fossil fuels and support the introduc-
tion of electric vehicles, prevent land
clearing and promote reforestation,
scientifically predict the impact of
climate change, adopt more efficient
and more appropriate agriculture,
boost water conservation, update
medical practice and procedures to
deal with new conditions, promote
understanding about public responsi-
bility, and develop scientific methods
to facilitate all of the above.

That sort of program will never
be implemented by Australia’s con-
servative Coalition.

The Liberal Party leadership
struggle illustrates that in order to
preserve the economic dominance
of the coal and gas industries their
representatives in parliament and the
commercial media have been pre-
pared to bring the Liberal Party, the
national defender of capital itself, to
its knees. The Party is certain to lose
the next federal election and is in
severe danger of splitting apart.

Multiplying disasters lie ahead if
we don’t take serious and immediate
steps to tackle climate change. &
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

There you have the despotic instinct of men. They do not like cats
because the cat is free and will never consent to become a slave.
He will do nothing to your order, as the other animals do.

French philosopher Rousseau to the question - Do you like cats?
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Politics in the Pub Perth
PiP Privatisation

6-8 pm Thursday September 20

43 Below Bar and Restaurant

(43 Barrack Street Cnr Hay Street Mall)

There's been a rush to privatise public services by Australian governments.

“As for the term ‘privatisation’, some define it as the direct sale of a publicly owned asset fo the private sector. We give it
a much broader definition. We see it as including not only the sale, but also cases where control, management and so on,
are transferred while the asset remains (at least for a time) as public property”.

What's the impact on the people? Victorian and Queensland governments have shown some reversal in TAFE services for example.

The struggle to save Our Public Services goes on. Join the discussion at Politics in the Pub.

Guest speakers:

Anoushka Alexander (union organiser)

Petrina Harley (Socialist Alliance Senate candidate)

AJ Lowe (CPA & union activist)
Chaired by (PA

Free entry — food and drink on sale at reasonable prices

For more information contact:

weh www.cpa.org.au

0419 812 872

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

cpaperth@gmail.com

emil cpa@cpa.org.au phone 02 9699 8844

PRESS FUND

You can’t help feeling just a little bit sorry for Liberal Party how-to-vote canvassers at the recent
Wagga Wagga by-election in NSW. Their faces said it all: horror at their abandonment by former

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

“true believer” voters, acute embarrassment about the ruthless sacking of Malcolm Turnbull and the
corruption charges against a former sitting member, and collective guilt over their Party’s energy and
climate change policies. The whole state plus parts of Victoria and Queensland have been declared a
drought area and farmers are in a desperate, heartbreaking struggle to save their emaciated livestock.
We need your support to help change those conditions, so please send in a Press Fund contribution for
next week’s issue if you possibly can. Many thanks to this week’s supporters, as follows:

Dr G Dittura $10, KM $20, Sparky $10, “Round Figure” $10, “Rough Red” $5, E Seymour $25
This week’s total: $80 Progressive total: $6,230
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Early childhood education
Biggest ever walk off

Seven thousand early childhood
educators, from 350 centres
across Australia walked off the
job from lunchtime last Friday to
call on the federal government to
fund equal pay.

This was Australia’s biggest
early education walk off. This is
unprecedented action from the
sector, and the fourth walk off in 18
months.

Educators are mobilising to send
a message to the government. Time’s
up. For too long the government has
ignored and failed educators by not
funding equal pay. Educators are
making equal pay an election issue.

Queensland-based early child-
hood educator Kirstie Fildes says:
“We are qualified professionals
doing crucial work in our children’s
earliest years, yet we are paid as
little as $22 an hour. Early childhood
educators have had enough of this
Government caring more about their
own jobs than our work educating
Australia’s next generation.

“Time is up for this government,
we need equal pay now. A responsi-
ble government would have funded
this already.

“We will be taking to the streets,
holding political rallies in every state
and territory to demand our politi-
cians fund equal pay and recognise
the importance of quality education.
The current government has shown
time and time again that they don’t
care about our work, and they refuse
to address this issue. In the lead-up
to the next election, whenever that
may be, we will be out there.”

Helen Gibbons, assistant national
secretary of United Voice, the early
childhood union and a former educa-
tor says, “Time’s up on the sector’s
wages crisis. In 2018 it’s outrageous
that Australia’s qualified early child-
hood educators are earning $22 an
hour. The anger and frustration felt
by educators has led to Australia’s
biggest ever early education walk
off today.

“Today, Australia’s early child-
hood educators are taking to

the streets. We are putting Scott
Morrison and this government on
notice. Time’s up on their inaction.
Time’s up on this government.

“Educators have an enormous
responsibility and duty. They are
shaping the future, one child at a
time. Educators are highly skilled
professionals who each have qual-
ifications and work to a national
curriculum.

“Every time this government
asks more of this workforce, to
upskill, to meet national standards,
they do it. Yet, despite meeting these
demands, pay rates are too low com-
pared to industries with equivalent
qualifications. It’s just not good
enough for a feminised workforce to
be facing such a staggering gender
pay gap in 2018.

“We are sick of the buck pass-
ing. The job of educating Australia’s
young children is too important.
That’s why educators are making
equal pay an election issue. 100,000
educators will talk to millions of
Australian parents about how this
government has failed educators on
equal pay. This government has not
changed funding for early childhood
educators. So we will change the
government.”

September 5 was Early Child-
hood Educators Day — a day to
appreciate one of the most important
jobs in Australia. And a reminder that
we cannot have high quality early
childhood education in Australia
without equal pay. Australia is a
wealthy country: we can afford a
world class early education system.

Educators are walking off the job
with the unwavering support of par-
ents who have chosen to keep their
children at home for the afternoon so
that their educators can participate in
the walk off. Educators fulfil a vital
role in early education and families
recognise that for this work pay rates
should be higher and are support-
ive of the action. Families value the
work educators do: childcare work-
ers are stating that it’s time the gov-
ernment did too.
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“Educators have an enormous

responsibility and duty. They are
shaping the future, one child at a time.”

Educators are walking off with
the support of parents and their cen-
tres. Parents and carers have been
informed in advance about closures.

A new national workforce study
has identified an alarming turnover
rate of educators of 37 percent per
annum. This is roughly double the
national average and triple that of
primary school teachers.

Turnover is higher in remote
areas, at 45 percent. Such high turno-
ver figures are of national concern. It
is time for this government to show
commitment to the workforce that
delivers early learning outcomes and
take responsibility for funding pro-
fessional wages for educators. &
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Morrison’s blinded
Manus victim

An Iraqi refugee who was one of
two people left blind in one eye
after the attacks on the Manus
detention centre in February
2014, has been flown to Brisbane
after a court order in Melbourne
last week.

Mohammad lost the sight in
his right eye in the same attack that
resulted in the death of Reza Barati.
Unlike Reza, the other man who
lost his eye that night, Mohammad
was not sent to Australia for treat-
ment. He has been progressively
losing the sight in his left eye, until
he is now effectively blind.

Mohammad was flown from
Port Moresby to Brisbane on
Sunday 1 September, for treat-
ment to try and save some sight
in his left eye. Like Reza Barati,
Mohammed was a victim of the
then Immigration Minister, Scott
Morrison, who tried to cover up the
seriousness of the attack, initially
claiming the asylum seekers had
been attacked outside the detention
centre.

Four years later, Morrison is
Prime Minister and is still respon-
sible for holding the refugees on
Manus and still responsible for
Border Force blocking refugees
on Manus and Nauru getting badly
needed medical help.

It has taken court orders to get
Mohammad the help he needed
when he was brutally attacked
inside Manus prison four years ago.

While millions of dollars are
splashed on lavish reception rooms
for government officials, the Nauru
hospital does not even have the
most basic of facilities.

Behind the facade of the
Pacific Islands Forum, Nauru

administration and services are
stretched to breaking point. The
IHMS clinic in the detention admin-
istration compound RPC 1 is full

of refugees, many of them mentally
distressed children.

The IHMS senior medical
officer left Nauru last week. It is
understood that his visa was can-
celled by the Nauruan government
for showing sympathy to the cases
of the sick children.

Organisations Canstruct and
HOST staff, have been confined to
RPC 1 for the duration of the Forum
to make room for the Forum and to
prevent any contact with media or
international government officials.
Canstruct workers had to attend
compulsory media workshops last
week and have been warned against
speaking to any media. A majority
of HOST case managers have been
sent off the island.

“The media on Nauru could
visit the RON hospital or try to get
into RPC 1, if they wanted to get
the real picture of life on Nauru.
Nauru has been turned into an
island prison by the Australian gov-
ernment and they are doing eve-
rything they can to cover up that
reality, while refugees and ordi-
nary Nauruans are deprived of
desperately needed services,” said
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the
Refugee Action Coalition.

“Behind the scenes of the
Forum, the human rights abuses,
business continues as usual. Even
during the week of the Forum, it is
expected that the court will make
orders for more children and fami-
lies to be sent to Australia for medi-
cal treatment and help that they are
denied on Nauru.” &
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Abbott envoy for

o
an insult”’

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people have slammed
new Prime Minister Scott
Morrison for appointing former
Prime Minister Tony Abbott
as special envoy for Indigenous
affairs. Abbott was given the role
after being left out of the new
ministry, in an effort to heal the
wounds of last month’s damaging
leadership coup.

Yawuru man and Labor Senator
Pat Dodson said the appointment was
“yet another example of the Liberal
National party playing a game with
themselves, placating each other’s
egos and trivialising First Nations
people’s concerns and long ignored
calls for justice and recognition.

“Labor is seriously con-
cerned about appointing the ex-
self-appointed ‘Prime Minister for
Indigenous affairs’ to the role of
‘envoy,” given his ignorant, hopeless
and frankly offensive track record on
Indigenous issues,” Senator Dodson
said.

“As Prime Minister, he cut over
$500 million from Indigenous pro-
grams in the 2014 federal budget.
And who can forget his profoundly
offensive comments in 2015, claim-
ing that people living in remote com-
munities without adequate services
were making a ‘lifestyle choice’

while defending his government’s
decision to close up to 150 remote
communities?”

The co-chairs of the National
Congress of Australia’s First
Peoples, Jackie Huggins and Rod
Little, demanded Morrison retract
the job offer to Abbott.

“We, as Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples, have cried
enough over you and other politi-
cians responsible for devastating
policies and minimising our repre-
sentation,” Dr Huggins said.

“Let’s reflect on Mr Abbott’s his-
tory of supporting harmful, paternal-
istic policies relating to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander affairs.

“This is the man who system-
atically dismantled Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander organi-
sations through the Indigenous
Advancement Strategy; tried to
mainstream service provision; cut
over $500 million from our services;
attempted to silence the National
Congress of Australia’s First Peoples
by removing its funding: and hand-
picked his mates for the Indigenous
Advisory Council.

“Mr Abbott’s sole accomplish-
ment was robbing our peoples of our
right to self-determination.”

However, Morrison said he had
travelled with Abbott to remote

communities and experienced his
passion first-hand.

“I know how passionate Tony
Abbott is about changing genera-
tionally the life circumstances for
Indigenous Australians,” he said.
“When you focus on the outcomes,
which I know is what Tony is doing,
that makes him the right person.”

Indigenous education organi-
sation Stronger Smarter Institute
chief executive Darren Godwell
questioned how Abbott’s appoint-
ment would help achieve addi-
tional benefits for the Indigenous
community, particularly in regard
to education.

“Mr Abbott’s focus on school
attendance of Indigenous students
is not backed by the majority of
research, which shows the strongest
predictors of improved educational
outcomes are teacher efficacy and
student engagement. This is where
priorities and resources should lie,”
Godwell said.

Senator Dodson said the appoint-
ment was an insult.

“First Nations people have been
asking to have a voice where their
views are put forward themselves
rather than by some sort of interme-
diary whose record, quite frankly,
is appalling,” he said. “The sug-
gestion that Tony Abbott could act

as some kind of messenger or rep-
resentative for First Nations people
is condescending to the overwhelm-
ing number of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people who support
the calls for a Voice to Parliament
and a Makarrata Commission to
oversee truth-telling and agreement-
making — both of which Mr Abbott
has not supported.”

Abbott did not respond to inter-
view requests from the Koori Mail
but told reporters in Sydney that he’d
been to a lot of remote schools, over
the years.
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“We need to get attendance up
and standards up because there is no
better thing we can do for kids than
ensuring that they’ve got the best
possible schooling,” he said.

Some constitutional experts
have suggested that accepting the
position — even though in one inter-
view Abbott claimed he would not
take payment — would mean that
Abbott would fall foul of Section 44
of the Constitution, which bans MPs
from accepting payment from the
Commonwealth.

Koori Mail &

Call for more family violence services and
awareness campaigns

The Victorian LGBTIQ community has
called for improved awareness and adver-
tising campaigns on family violence and
more LGBTIQ specific family violence
services.

The 2018 Victorian Gay and Lesbian
Rights Lobby (VGLRL) community survey
found that only 21 percent of respondents
were able to identify a LGBTIQ specialist
family violence services or organisations.

Further, nearly 30 percent of people when
asked, “If a friend said they were experienc-
ing abuse/family violence”, responded “I
would offer to support them, but wouldn’t
know where to start”.

“We have fabulous LGBTIQ family
violence services that have a long history
of helping our community, but they need

additional support in promoting their services
and meeting any increased demand that will
follow,” said Dale Park, co-Convenor of the
Victorian Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby.

“We need to talk more about family vio-
lence, promote the services available and
ensure no one falls through the gaps.”

In line with recommendations for the
Royal Commission into family violence and
the GALFA LGBTQ Homelessness Research
Project, training for family violence staff and
ensuring there is safe and accessible hous-
ing for LGBTIQ people was also identified as
priority by the community and listed as one
of the ten recommendations put forward by
the VGLRL in their summary report.

“LGBTIQ people experiencing family
violence need to know that there are

specialist housing services that will welcome
them, respect their gender identity, under-
stand their relationships and are cognisant
of the potential discrimination and prejudice
they may have experienced.” said Park

The VGLRL is also calling on faith-based
family violence services to take a lead role by
providing welcoming and inclusive environ-
ments for LGBTIQ people.

“It is crucial that all mainstream services
are welcoming and inclusive for LGBTIQ
people. Faith-based service providers can
play a healing role by making explicit state-
ments that welcome LGBTIQ people and
publicly stating that they will not use their
religious exemptions to discriminate against
LGBTIQ people.” said Park.

The annual survey was conducted with

attendees at the 2018 Midsumma Carnival
as well as hosting the survey online. There
was a good representation from across the
LGBTIQ community and in 2018 there was
an increase in trans people participating in
the survey up from 6.6 percent to 13.8 per-
cent and people living with a disability up
from 13.3 percent in 2017 to 24 percent in
2018.

Survey participants on the whole recog-
nised the term family violence as being rel-
evant to LGBTIQ relationships and family
situations with 76 percent responding that
when hearing the term family violence it
applies to LGBTIQ and heterosexual intimate
relationships and families structures. &

Writing communists out of history

Denis Doherty

The recent death of Professor
Patrick Troy means the loss of
Australia’s greatest champion of
social justice achieved through
planning for better cities.

Troy was an important figure
in town planning, a man who had a
“passion to improve the urban land-
scape”. As head of the Whitlam’s
Department of Urban and Regional
Development, Troy initiated many
reforms in cities and towns around

Australia. “Big parts of [Sydney
suburbs] Glebe and Woolloomooloo
were bought for upgraded public
housing so that working class people
could still live in the inner city.”

Troy believed that cities should
be more efficient and sustainable.
Sadly those ideals have not been
sustained in this current era of
neo-liberalism.

Mentioning his background, the
Sydney Morning Herald said:

“Pat Troy was born in
Geraldton, WA, the son of Hilda

and Paddy Troy, and then grew up
in Fremantle. His dad Paddy was
a waterside worker and the best-
known Communist unionist in
Western Australia. Paddy spent three
months in jail for a minor political
infringement.”

However, the obituaries in
the online Fairfax version and the
Canberra Times stated:

“His father, Patrick (Paddy) Troy
(1908-1978), founded the Western
Australian Trades and Labour
Council (1963) and was an ALP

‘hero’ in the period 1935 to 1970,
who enjoyed the respect of employ-
ers and the trust of his union. Well
before his time, Paddy was a strong
supporter of Aboriginal emancipa-
tion. For these reasons, Paddy was
a significant influence and source of
pride in his son’s life.”

It is curious how Professor
Troy’s father morphed from the most
famous communist unionist in WA to
an ALP hero, all in the space of the
same company’s papers.

Of course this is not new. Many

significant social and economic jus-
tice gains have been initiated by
Communists but later attributed to
other groups.

An academic recently said
to a member of the 78ers (those
who were at the infamous walk by
gay men and women in Sydney in
1978), “I suppose you were all Left
Labor”. “Oh no,” came the defi-
nite reply, “some were Communist,
some Anarchist but no one was in the
ALP”. &
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Book Review by Mark Gruenberg

Fear

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s White
House is — at best — dysfunctional. We knew
that even before Bob Woodward’s explosive
new book about it, Fear.

And Donald Trump is crazy. That’s new —
and it’s a problem not just for the Republican
president’s staff, but for the country.

The book, excerpts of which were pub-
lished in the Washington Post on September
5, shows a Trumpian White House filled with
infighting, feuds, hatreds and more. The book
will be published on September 11.

“When you put a snake and a rat and a
falcon and a rabbit and shark and a seal in a
zoo without walls, things start getting nasty
and bloody,” Trump’s first chief of staff, Rance
Priebus, is quoted as saying.

But when you have a president who, a
month after taking office, demands that the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff present
him with a plan for a pre-emptive military
strike on North Korea — which would have
restarted the shooting war on the Korean penin-
sula and possibly led to a nuclear war — you
have an even larger problem.

Woodward’s book paints a picture of a
braggart and lying president who is also so
full of himself that he twists, or denies facts
and truth. He’s also so self-important that even
though the ongoing probe of Russian sabotage
of the 2016 presidential election, and Trump
campaign collaboration with it, has sent the
president over the top, he still wants to testify
before special counsel Robert Mueller.

Trump’s former counsel, John Dowd, after
a prior 30-minute mock query session which
caught the president in numerous contradic-
tions, half-truths and outright lies, tried to talk
him out of it, Fear says.

“Don’t testify,” Dowd told Trump,
Woodward quoted him as saying to the Oval
Office occupant. “It’s either that or an orange
jumpsuit.”

“I’ll be a real good witness,” Trump
replied. “No, you are not a good witness. Mr
President, I’'m afraid I just can’t help you,”
Dowd said. Dowd resigned the next day.

Richard Nixon was never like this.

In The Final Days, another book, 40 or so
years ago, that Woodward co-authored with
fellow Watergate investigative reporter Carl
Bernstein, Nixon — in the last weeks of his
presidency as Watergate and his responsibil-
ity for the cover-up came crashing in — is por-
trayed as often drunk, often depressed, given
to maudlin sentiment, often angry and in the
end walking the halls, talking to the presiden-
tial portraits.

And remember the scene of Nixon,
stretched, praying and crying, with Henry
Kissinger next to him, on the rug of the Lincoln
Bedroom in the White House the night before
he resigned? Or Nixon’s mournful, meandering
public farewell to his staff the next morning, on
national television, August 9, 1974?

In the end, Nixon’s aides, principally
White House Chief of Staff Alexander Haig,
were concerned enough about his mental state
that they discussed how to keep Nixon away
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Woodward'’s book paints a picture of a braggart and lying president who is also so full of himself that he twists, or denies facts and truth.

from the “nuclear football,” the briefcase that
contains the secret codes that could launch a
nuclear war.

In the new book, Trump’s aides and even
Cabinet officers spend much of their time
hiding documents, removing them from his
desk before he saw the decision memos, lest
he fly off the handle and enunciate policies that
could hurt the administration, the country, or
both. Sometimes they just plain had to agree
with him over the phone, then disobey him.
That’s what Defence Secretary James Mattis
and others did.

They also saw what can only be described
as machismo writ large. Just months after
Trump rattled Joint Chiefs Chairman Joseph
Dunford with his demand for a plan to strike
North Korea, Trump described the conflict
there in personal terms against Korean leader
Kim Jong Un — conveniently forgetting, if he
ever knew, about the thousands of US troops
and millions of Korean people who would be
killed and maimed in a war.

“This is about leader versus leader. Man
versus man. Me versus Kim,” Trump said.

And Trump spends much of his time
trashing his political foes, in extremely hate-
ful terms, as well as his staff. At one point, he
accused the late Senator John McCain of get-
ting his release as a Vietnamese prisoner of war
before his fellows, contrary to military codes —
and the opposite of what McCain actually did.

“No, Mr President, I think you’ve got it
reversed,” Mattis, himself a former general,
replied. In one of Trump’s few admissions that

he was wrong, the president replied, “Oh, OK.”

And in one notable instance of outright dis-
obedience, Trump called Mattis in April 2017,
after Syrian President Hafez al-Assad launched
what was described to him as a chemical weap-
ons attack on civilians — a description contra-
dicted by sources on the ground — and launched
into an expletive-filled tirade.

“Let’s f—ing kill him!” Trump said of
Assad. “Let’s kill the f—-ing lot of them,” he
ordered. Mattis said he would “get right on it,”
Woodward wrote. Then he hung up and told his
staff: “We’re not going to do any of that. We’re
going to be much more measured.” The result
was a conventional airstrike against Assad’s
bases.

There is another Nixon comparison,
though, from Craig Shirley, a conservative,
Reagan biographer and author. It came in
March, months before Woodward’s book, in
an article in The American Conservative.

“In Nixon’s last days, he could be found
wandering alone through the White House,
muttering to portraits of presidents past. Trump
isn’t there yet, but with the loss of Hope Hicks,
the exile of Jared Kushner, the potential loss
of General HR McMaster and the attacks on
Chief of Staff General John Kelly, he is walling
himself off, just as Nixon did,” Shirley wrote.

“The hallways Donald Trump walks are
certainly getting lonelier and lonelier, and
though he isn’t speaking to the presiden-
tial portraits as far as we know, the ghost of
Richard Milhous Nixon is walking with him.”
People’s World &
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Put aged care before corporaie welfare

The Australian Nursing and
Midwifery Federation (ANMF)
says it’s time for the top for-
profit aged care providers, which
accept over $2 billion in taxpayer
subsidies, to use the funding to
guarantee quality care for all
their elderly residents — and for
the government to cease what can
only be described as “corporate
welfare”.

ANMF federal secretary Annie
Butler gave evidence at the Senate
Economics References Committee
investigating the financial and tax
practices of Australia’s for-profit
aged care providers in Melbourne,

telling the Inquiry any taxpayer
funding for aged care provid-

ers must be made transparent and
accountable to the public who pro-
vide those funds.

“We understand that for-profit
providers, which are publicly
listed companies, have a respon-
sibility to their shareholders, but
this must not be at the expense of
providing safe staffing and quality
care for their elderly nursing home
residents,” Ms Butler said.

“The big-six for-profit pro-
viders (BUPA, Opal, Allity, Estia,
Regis and Japara) received $2.17
billion in government subsidies

— 70 percent of their total rev-
enue. Yet taxpayers would be
alarmed and dismayed to dis-
cover that instead of being used
for better staffing and better care
for their mums and dads, grand-
mothers and grandfathers in
nursing homes, those generous
government subsidies are lining
the pockets of the Directors and
Management Executives of the
wealthiest for-profit provid-

ers, many of which are foreign-
entities. For example, the five
non-executive directors of Regis
alone, were paid $34,178,473 last
financial year.

“It’s only fair that the govern-
ment stops this corporate welfare.
Australians expect their taxes to
be put to good use for safe and
effective aged care, not to be con-
tributing to millions of dollars in
wages and bonuses for directors
and key management executives.

“The Tax Justice Network
has found that these same top-six
providers also use complex cor-
porate structures to minimise or
avoid paying tax, even though
they keep receiving government
subsidies.

“At a time when aged care is
in crisis, when family members

tell us harrowing stories about the
lack of staff in nursing homes,

and our members tell us they’ve
reached breaking point, the public
has a right to ask why their taxes
are being diverted away from safe
care — it’s clear these providers are
putting their profits before people.
And the government is doing
nothing to stop it.

“The ANMF believes it’s time
to end the era of ‘corporate wel-
fare’ and ensure that billions in
taxpayer funding for aged care is
made transparent and accountable
to Australian taxpayers.” &
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BEIJING: Record heat waves and massive
forest fires are sounding the alarm — nature
and humanity face an existential crisis. To
avert the rapidly growing ecological crisis
and adapt to the inevitable consequences
of climate change, civilisation is being
urgently called on to act.

In one hopeful sign, an entire nation of 1.3
billion people, China, is accelerating steps to
tackle the climate crisis and is on track to build
an “ecological civilisation.”

Development
above dll else

China has undergone staggering economic
growth since 1978 when reforms introduced
a socialist market economy and opened to the
global capitalist economy. China has lifted 700
million people from poverty, surpassed the US
in retail sales and within a decade will become
the world’s largest economy.

Until the last few years economic
development overrode every other consid-
eration. Consequently, China paid an enor-
mous price, above all else in environmental
destruction. Greenhouse gas emissions sky-
rocketed, cities were choked with air pol-
lution, and toxic wastes contaminated soil
and water.

Severe environmental degradation from
underdevelopment occurred even before the
economic reforms of 1978. That same year,
China extracted 618 million tons of raw coal,
much of it consumed as household fuel. Coal
consumed in the inefficient industrial proc-
ess was mostly wasted. Both produced enor-
mous pollution and acid rain from burning coal
contaminated fresh water and soil over vast
stretches.

In addition, desertification, soil erosion and
lack of conservation decimated agricultural
land and fishing grounds. Conversely valuable
grasslands and forests were lost through con-
version to farms.

Clearcutting took place without reforesta-
tion and households burned much of the wood.
Dams and water pollution caused fish stocks
to plummet.

In addition, China had few trained ecolo-
gists to assess the destruction and develop sen-
sible conservation policies.

For industrialisation and modernisation
to succeed, these enormous problems had to
be addressed. Even though a legal framework
for environmental protection began develop-
ing in the 1980s, laws were largely ignored
by foreign and domestic corporations in their
drive for profit. Local governments seeking to
attract and keep investment often looked the
other way.

By moving so many of their operations to
China and other developing countries, transna-
tional corporations socialised and exported the
costs of environmental destruction, reaping tre-
mendous profits in the process.

Introducing the car culture created unbear-
able pollution in major cities. Smog caused
as many as 1.6 million premature deaths each
year.

Over the past 25 years China became the
world’s dumping ground, receiving 25 percent
of global plastic and paper scrap. The plastic
waste stream finds its way to the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch, including from four Chinese
Rivers among the top ten emptying into the
Pacific Ocean.

(China announced in January 2018, it
would no longer import plastic waste from US
and EU which has set off a mad scramble by
the transnational waste corporations to find a
new dumping ground.)

“According to a study published by the
Ministry of Land and Resources in 2015,
as many as 100,000 industrial companies
had closed or relocated since 2001, leav-
ing behind huge amounts of untreated waste.
Heavy metals contaminated about 8 per cent
of China’s arable land.

China’s international reputation suf-
fered along with the environment. The fact
that China was a socialist oriented state
did not guarantee a path of sustainable
development.
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Environmental movement
and response

The ravages of development were plain to
see and millions expressed their displeasure. It
took a growing eco-consciousness and environ-
mental movement in the 1990s and a response
by Communist Party of China (CPC) and gov-
ernment leaders to insist that environmental
protection laws be enforced and that new pro-
tections created.

Scores of environmental NGOs were estab-
lished, including Friends of Nature, which
led the first nationwide campaign to save
the Tibetan antelope. Other early victories
included the scuttling of the Nujiang River and
Tiger Leaping Gorge dam projects. The latter
movement was started by farmers who would
have been driven from the land.

Environmental groups began springing
up on university campuses, often initiated by
chapters of the Communist Youth League.

Today, environmental groups number in
the thousands and are active at every level.
“Environmental protection is a common con-
cern of humanity,” said Wu Dengming of
Chongqing Green Volunteer Association. “It
has no discrimination of ethnicity, national-
ity, political systems, or class. We must not be
divided. Only with everyone’s efforts can we
save our Earth.”

China’s mass media is increasingly putting
the spotlight on environmental problems, a
practice pioneered by investigative journalists
like Liu Jiangiang.

Threat to development

The CPC realised environmental degra-
dation was a threat to socialist development
and the well-being of the Chinese people. It
also drew from the rediscovery of the ecologi-
cal writings of Marx and the further devel-
opment of ecological Marxism, including the
legacy of Soviet Marxism. Scholars combined
this with traditional Chinese culture based on
the intrinsic harmony between humans and
nature.

Ecological Marxism is a correction of theo-
retical errors that trumpeted “man over nature.”
Ecological Marxism sees society and humanity
as part of nature. Development and sustainabil-
ity go hand in hand.

In remarks to the CPC leadership in 2013,
President Xi Jinping said, “We will never
again seek economic growth at the cost of the
environment.”

More recently, Xi stressed “To protect
ecological environment is to protect [the]

productive force. To improve ecological envi-
ronment is to develop productive force. A good
ecological environment is the most just public
product, one that most fully promotes the well-
being of all the people.”

China has committed to a sustainable path
and building an “ecological civilisation” as a
national strategy since the 17th CPC Congress
in 2007. The goal is to form “an energy and
resource efficient, environmentally friendly
structure of industries, pattern of growth, and
mode of consumption.”

The concept of “ecological civilisation
construction” was added to the CPC constitu-
tion during the 18th CPC Congress in 2012. It
was placed on par with “economic, political,
cultural and social progress.”

The adoption of several reforms in 2015
to accelerate the process “address many of
the country’s major environmental issues.
Proposals cover protection of natural resource
rights; establishment of a national parks
system; better and stricter systems for protec-
tion of arable land and water resources man-
agement; establishment of a green financing
system; and improvement of environmental
compensation mechanisms.”

Eco-socialist orientation

Only an eco-socialist oriented society
can move with such unity, purpose and speed
toward sustainability. It helps that govern-
ment and CPC leaders are deeply committed
to building the ecological civilisation and help-
ing drive this process, including President Xi
and Premier Li Keqiang.

Consequently, the CPC initiated a “war on
pollution” just like its “war on poverty” which
will be eliminated entirely in the next 3-5
years. With an overall economic slowdown,
the priority has shifted from quantity to quality
in production, environmental protection, and
becoming a global leader in the fight against
the climate crisis.

Alaw passed in 2014 to reduce CO2 emis-
sions from coal power plants has resulted in a
14 percent reduction as of June 2018.

New measures adopted in May, 2018 will
result in “comprehensive recycling” of hard
waste materials. China is one of a few coun-
tries to pass laws and develop a strategy to
create a circular economy (reuse, recycling and
remanufacturing).

The ministry of Ecology and Environment
has identified 9 million sources of pollution,
7.4 million of them being from industrial
sources.

China is doubling the previous target for

solar power production by 2020 and is the larg-
est producer of solar panels in the world.

Coal consumption peaked in 2016 and
plans were halted to build 150 coal-fired plants.
Installation of de-sulfurisation and de-nitration
filters on the remaining plants is nearly com-
plete. Some plants have been brought online
to address a surge in energy demand and CO2
emissions have increased. However, China has
a coal power overcapacity and must reduce it
in the long run.

Meeting goals

China initiated the world’s largest emission
trading system, first directed at power genera-
tion plants and extended to the entire economy
by 2020. Experts believe the system will allow
China to reach peak C02 emission targets (the
level at which the Earth’s temperature rise can
be halted at 2 degrees C) far earlier than the
2030 goal. And in fact, China reached its 2020
carbon intensity target three years ahead of
schedule.

“The world has never before seen a climate
program on this scale,” said Environmental
Defence Fund president Fred Krupp. “It is
important that the world’s largest emitter
should lead on climate, and that is precisely
what China is doing by launching its national
emissions trading system. China has stepped
up its climate leadership dramatically in recent
years, and is now increasingly seen as filling
the leadership void left by the US.”

Motor vehicles are the largest source of
pollution in Chinese cities, but perhaps not for
long. China produced more all-electric cars,
buses and trucks than the rest of the world
combined and production is growing faster
than the rest of the world too. In a city I vis-
ited, Shenzhen, the entire fleet of 16,000 buses
is electric. The government will install over
500,000 public charging piles across the coun-
try by 2020.

A 35,000-kilometre high-speed train net-
work is half complete. The network is greater
than that built by the rest of world combined
and will allow people to commute longer dis-
tances. The second generation of high-speed
trains are completely designed and built in
China. I can personally attest to their sleek
design and smooth and quiet ride. China is the
biggest wind turbine producer in the world.
The country is constructing 6 mega wind farms
and in 2016 installed half the world’s new wind
power.

Reforestation
China is carrying out the largest
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reforestation project in the world. Bad prac-
tices had reduced forest coverage to just 17
percent of China by the late 1970s. By 2017,
over 22 percent of the country was covered and
it will be increased to 26 percent by 2035.

This year, a mammoth project to refor-
est an area the size of Ireland is taking place.
To do this, 60,000 soldiers from the People’s
Liberation Army have been reassigned to plant
trees.

A few years ago, regular sandstorms origi-
nating in Inner Mongolia plagued Beijing. The
sandstorms have largely been contained by
planting a Great Green Wall.

Industrialisation meant not only massive
pollution but urbanisation of populations,
which increased from 26 percent of the pop-
ulation to over 52 percent between 1991 and
2012.

Such rapid and massive development
brought a myriad of environmental problems.
In response, urban planners began devel-
oping the concept of Eco-cities, which will
“bridge the human/nature divide, pollute less,
use fewer resources, emit lower amounts of
carbon, use renewable energy, recycle more,
have a higher percentage of energy-efficient
buildings, are set up for lower-carbon means
of transport, and are posited as models for the
way humanity will live next.”

Over 285 eco-cities are under construction
or change.

Large parts of the cities I visited were full
of greenery (planting trees is an old Chinese
custom) and on a bus ride to Xiaogang Village
from Hefei a band of trees 75 feet wide on both
sides line the 50-mile highway. Rooftop solar
panels power many homes.

At the 19th CPC Congress in October
2017, Xi called for accelerating the pace of
change and to “step up efforts to establish a
legal and policy framework ... that facilitates
green, low-carbon, and circular development,”
to “promote afforestation,” “strengthen wet-
land conservation and restoration” and “take
tough steps to stop and punish all activities that
damage the environment.”

As the Trump administration ignores
majority world opinion and pleas from the sci-
entific community, withdraws from the Paris
Climate Agreement, dismantles the EPA and
regulations imposed by the Obama administra-
tion, and undercuts the shift toward renewable
energy, China is thinking and acting big. This
should give some hope the Earth and its inhab-
itants have a future.

People’s World &

Magazine

Greece

Kevin Ovenden

It had been planned to be a lavish celebra-
tion on the Pnyx hill next to the Acropolis in
Athens, a place where the citizenry would
hold popular assemblies in the ancient
democratic period. The angry aftermath of
the forest fires last month put paid to Greek
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras hosting EU
and other luminaries in such a way to mark
the formal end of the country’s subordina-
tion to the austerity memorandums.

Instead, he made a more low-key broadcast
to the nation from the island of Ithaka.

He proclaimed, in an overly extended
image, that Greece had ended its painful
Odyssey of eight years of crisis, against the
backdrop of the harbour to which Odysseus is
held to have returned after a decade of tortuous
voyage. Few in Greece were taken in by the
theatrics and self-identification of Tsipras as
Homeric hero. Some recalled a previous Greek
prime minister declaring a new dawn for the
country from a remote island.

It was at the onset of the crushing aus-
terity period in 2010 that the social demo-
cratic PASOK party’s Prime Minister George
Papandreou said pretty much that from the
island of Kastelorizo off the Turkish coast. He
informed the country that he was going to sign
up to the first memorandum with the troika of
the European Union, European Central Bank
and International Monetary Fund.

“Despite the cheap communications tricks
in sheltered harbours, the truth cannot be con-
cealed,” quipped a sharp-witted politician of
the left. His name was Alexis Tsipras.

No hiding the truth

Eight years on and the truth cannot, indeed,
be hidden. The imposition of neo-liberal
solutions on Greece has been a catastrophe.
The economy has shrunk by about a quarter
and average living standards by a third. The
resulting social dislocation and suffering is
enormous.

Several business commentators have hailed
a slight fall in overall unemployment figures to
possibly under 20 percent (youth unemploy-
ment is double that). But few point out that one
in 10 of the working age population of Greece
has left the country in the crisis years.

That is the principal reason why the fig-
ures are not higher still. Those who have left
show no indication of returning to the country.
A basic measure of civilisation, the capacity to
provide for the wellbeing of a stable or expand-
ing population, has not been met.

The enforced economic exile of a tenth of
the population is not “free movement.” It is the
involuntary sacrifice of people to the dictates of
corporate capitalism.

For the bailouts had nothing to do with
alleviating the economic condition of the mass
of Greek people. They were to save the zombie
European banking system. The first was to
rescue the mainly French and German banks
exposed to defaulting Greek debt.

The second bailed out the private Greek
banks. The third, the one Tsipras signed
up to, aimed ruthlessly at driving through
the privatisations, welfare cuts, assaults on
workers’ rights, and “modernisation” of the
economy that the first two pledged but had not
accomplished.

All of this was driven by the troika impos-
ing — with willing cooperation from the Greek
elites and their old political parties — an eco-
nomic dogma whose predictions of a return to
growth were refuted year after year.

Those congratulating themselves on the
“success” of Greece need to be reminded that
the neo-liberal economists’ forecast of a return
to growth after two years turned out to be six.

It also meant a severe truncation of democ-
racy and of national sovereignty. One EU offi-
cial after another bluntly stated that to stay in
the bloc and the single currency meant that
democratic expressions of the mass of people
— elections and referendums — had to be put
aside.

Tsipras averred to this in his Homeric
address as he took aim at his predecessors from
2009 to 2015 for sinking the country.

He criticised a system in which “bank-
ers become politicians and politicians become
bankers.” It was a thinly veiled reference to the
ECB banker Lucas Papademos, who became
an unelected prime minister in 2011, and to
the former finance minister Yannis Stournaras,
who became governor of the Greek central
bank — in reality a branch office of the ECB
—1in 2014.

The conservatives of the New Democracy
opposition party and the business press
squealed that a Greek prime minister was
taking political pot shots — which otherwise
has never happened, of course.

With elections due within the next year,
they would like everyone to forget their
responsibility both for the imposition of the
memorandums and for the oligarchic model of
capitalism that preceded it.

But Tsirpas’s point begged the question.
If that was the old capitalist cronyism linking
Greece’s political class, its one percent and the
mafia dons of the European capitalist institu-
tions, then why on Earth did he, in his first acts
in government, pledge confidence in the gov-
ernor of the central bank, assure the military of
continued arms spending and an expansionist
foreign policy, and commit to staying in the
euro straitjacket come what may?

Here, light-minded explanations based
upon personal failure or a narrative of betrayal
will not do.

Questions for left strategy

For anyone serious about breaking from
this failing phase of capitalism, the Greek
experience raises some fundamental questions
of strategy for the working class movements
and the left.

The Syriza government was essentially a
social democratic evolution out of Greek com-
munism, which had been for most of the 20th
century the main expression of working class
and radical politics in the country.

Its strategy for escaping the murderous aus-
terity memorandums was to rest on two things.
First, obtaining a majority position in parlia-
ment. Second, to deploy rigorously developed
economic arguments with the EU and creditors
as to why the austerity had to be lifted.

The problem was twofold. As attested by
various participants, including former Syriza
Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis in his
memoir, a majority in parliament did not mean
control of the levers of the state.

That was especially so, as for two years
before coming to office Syriza had gone out of
its way to reassure those permanent state mech-
anisms that it would not be disrupting their
power and the continuity of capitalist interests
it was exercised for.

The mantra was “we are a government in
waiting.” So from senior police officers to the
central bank and the permanent bureaucracy
of the finance ministry, the government was
undermined from day one.
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The second was a naive faith in the power
of a logical argument against those bound by a
thousand golden threads to refusing to accept
it.

Everyone could see that austerity and the
economics behind it were not delivering the
promised recovery in Greece. At the same time
the European elites and their politicians could
not admit the truth.

If Greek debt was unsustainable, then so
was that of Spain, Italy, and elsewhere. If,
seven years into the crisis, it had to be admitted
that the emperor had no clothes in Greece, then
it meant telling people from Indiana to Ireland,
Britain to Bulgaria that their suffering in the
crisis years had been for naught also.

A seemingly modest shift to a more rational
organization of the economy entailed the most
profound political risk. So they didn’t do it.

Propping up a failed god

And that logic persists. Bridges are fall-
ing down in Italy and hundreds more are in a
parlous state in Germany, despite it having the
biggest trade surplus in the world.

The editorial writers of the international
business paper The Financial Times make a
persuasive case for a large boost to infrastruc-
ture spending. But no major government is
listening.

Greece is out of the formal memorandum
period but is still constrained by quarterly
inspections to make sure the failed god of neo-
liberal capitalism is being propitiated.

The prospect of a return to borrowing
from the global markets looks more and more
remote as the Turkish currency crisis and the
impact of rising interest rates on emerging
economies such as Brazil and South Africa
risks another credit crunch.

Throughout all of this, the working class
movement in Greece has managed to sustain
opposition, despite demoralisation, ebbs, and
flows.

That, and the intervention of that part of the
left who took seriously this strategic dilemma,
has meant that predictions of a massive fascist
resurgence out of the failure of Syriza in office
have not been realised.

That danger is far from over. It will not be
met by pre-election orations from the island
of Ithaka.

It’s going to require more of the kinds
of things that are being posed elsewhere in
Europe and in Britain. Popular and militant
opposition to austerity. A much more serious
strategy for radical change than just positing a
government in waiting.

And a popular anti-racist movement whose
horizons go beyond some conventional politics
of occupying a ministerial position.

The neo-liberal nostrums failed in their
purported aims in Greece. But failed too was a
timid, common sense strategy of the left.

The journey hasn’t ended. The ship is still
in treacherous seas.

Morning Star &
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Tough challenges

Joe Gill

There is a vast amount of crowing in the
media about Venezuela’s hyperinflation
crisis — not because of the genuine suf-
fering of millions of Venezuelans but as a
handy stick to beat the left with. I lived
in Venezuela in 1995-96, two years before
Hugo Chavez took power. At the time, infla-
tion was 100 percent [the IMF estimates
the 2018 inflation rate will hit 1,000,000
percent] and people rushed to the shops
with their wages each month to beat the
monthly price rises, clearing the shelves
of essential goods. Venezuela is not new to
economic crisis.

The current crisis is often described as the
worst in Venezuela’s history and, with hun-
dreds of thousands fleeing the country, that is
hard to dispute. Whatever the achievements of
the government of Chavez in terms of poverty
reduction before his death in January 2013, his
successor Nicolas Maduro has faced a crisis he
seems unable to fix.

In fact, the problems of declining oil pro-
duction, rising inflation, a massive brain drain,
and collapsing real wages have only worsened.

Nevertheless, when I lived in Venezuela, it
was a country that was very familiar with the
ups and downs of oil dependency, the curse of
oil in an economy otherwise lacking diversity.
Corruption was endemic in both state and pri-
vate sector.

Back in 1988, faced with a ballooning

deficit caused by falling oil revenues, the gov-
ernment imposed an austerity program backed
by the IMF. When bus ticket prices were raised,
riots broke out and President Carlos Andrés
Pérez sent troops onto the streets.

Up to 3,000 people were killed, many
buried in mass graves. Several years after
Chavez’s 1998 election, the opposition
launched a devastating business strike. In
response, the government brought in currency
controls to manage a rapidly declining bolivar.

This is where some of the problems began
that ultimately led to the current hyperinflation
Crisis.

By restricting access to dollars for import-
ers and creating an artificial fixed exchange
rate that was nothing like the real market rate
for bolivars, the new system created an incen-
tive to obtain import dollars for speculation.
Why bother importing essential medicines or
machinery when you can simply sell your fixed
rate dollars on the black market for a huge
profit?

For free market advocates, this policy,
which led to the loss of billions of dollars in
black market activity, is proof that socialist
policies inevitably cause economic collapse.

While oil prices were high, the problems
of government-subsidised goods being sold
in Colombia in a massive cross-border trade
and the illegal sale of dollars were masked,
but, with the collapse of oil prices in 2014, the
problems could no longer be hidden.

The crisis escalated, but the government
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A man counts a bundle of bolivares, the currency of Venezuela.

did not change course or abandon the currency
and price controls. The fear no doubt was that
to do so would leave its working-class sup-
porters exposed to a drastic loss of purchasing
power and that the government would fall.

Critics said it was due to corruption, with
those connected to the government enjoying
wealth on the backs of the illicit dollar trade.

The Venezuela crisis is not unique. Other
states have faced similar crises. Iran and Iraq,
both oil rent states, have faced similar crises in
recent years, both under variations of neo-lib-
eral policies. In Iraq’s case, Islamic State was
one of the beneficiaries.

Likewise, Venezuela suffered severe eco-
nomic crises in the past under capitalist man-
agement. The state’s high dependence on oil
revenues increased under Chavez, thanks to
the long oil boom of the 2000s. All attempts at
diversification failed.

The smartest thing to do would have been
to put a big chunk of oil revenues into a sover-
eign wealth fund along the lines of Norway’s
model, which has given it a trillion-dollar
treasure chest to fund its country’s high living
standards.

But Venezuela faced tough challenges.
Following a political strike by the state oil
company’s management and staff in 2002-3,
thousands were sacked and production went
into gradual decline.

Despite this, revenues were used to
fund a massive rise in spending on poorer
Venezuelans, building three million homes for

the poor and increasing access to health and
education. However, no contingency plans
were made for falling oil prices.

Venezuela’s government faced attacks from
early on, attacks that have rarely let up, includ-
ing US sanctions targeting essential imports
including medicine and food since 2016. That
doesn’t absolve the government of significant
responsibility for the current crisis.

Maduro does not want to adopt the stand-
ard IMF policy of dollarisation to get around
the problem that the bolivar is near worthless,
but, if he can’t find a way to restore confidence
in the economy and its currency, the dollar
will effectively become Venezuela’s currency
anyway.

The recent currency conversion — which
sees five zeros lopped off the end of every boli-
var note — is an attempt to avoid that outcome.

As for the crowing critics, they could
look to the other socialist governments in the
region, including Bolivia, which is still grow-
ing strongly, and Ecuador, which likewise
achieved massive poverty reduction under its
left government. But of course, to do so would
not fit the right-wing narrative that socialism
always leads to poverty and hunger.

Of course, when millions flee poverty and
violence under US-backed governments, as
they have done for years in Latin America,
that’s never the fault of capitalism.

Morning Star &

Ukraine

Nazi torchbearer

Ben Chacko

Ukrainian progressives last week
called for the immediate dismissal
of Parliament speaker Andriy
Parubiy after he said on TV that
Hitler had been history’s “great-
est democrat.”

The demand came from
Communist Party of Ukraine leader
Petro Symonenko as well as the MP
Vadim Rabinovich, leader of the For
Life party, who added that he would
file a lawsuit against Parubiy for
spreading “Nazi propaganda.”

The speaker told chat show
Freedom of Speech on the ICTV
channel that he had “scientifically

studied” democracy and cautioned
his audience “not to forget the con-
tributions of the Fuhrer to the devel-
opment of democracy.

“The greatest man who prac-
tised direct democracy was Adolf
Hitler in the 1930s,” he said.

The founder of the Social
National Party, now known as
Svoboda, added that it was “nec-
essary to introduce direct democ-
racy to Ukraine, with Hitler as its
torchbearer.”

Symonenko said the remarks
indicated the “neo-Nazi essence” of
the Ukrainian government follow-
ing the Maidan coup of 2014.

“The meaning of Parubiy’s

life is to continue the work of
Hitler. The real threat to Ukraine
is the existence of this regime in
the persons of [President Petro]
Poroshenko and Parubiy,” he
stormed.

“This is what is destroying
the territorial integrity and eco-
nomic and political sovereignty
of Ukraine, turning our country
into a neo-colony and the work-
ers a slave force for transnational
corporations.”

The post-coup regime quickly
moved to ban the Communist Party
for allegedly violating the territorial
integrity of Ukraine because of its
support for anti-fascists in Donetsk

and Lugansk who broke away from
the Kiev government.

Praise for Hitler, whose inva-
sion of the Soviet Union killed
27 million Soviet citizens includ-
ing millions of Ukrainians, was “a
slap in the face for the Ukrainian
people,” Symonenko declared.

Rabinovich called on “Europe,
and Germany in particular, to
evaluate the Ukrainian speaker’s
actions.”

Parubiy hit British headlines in
June when Morning Star Scotland
editor Conrad Landin exposed
his being given an ovation in the
Scottish Parliament as an honoured
guest.

Labour MSP Neil Findlay told
the presiding officer he would
“prefer to know the next time I
am asked to welcome a racist, fas-
cist Nazi to this parliament.” But
the Herald claimed Parubiy had
moved “firmly into the mainstream
in recent years” and SNP MP Chris
Law claimed attacking him would
“only serve the Kremlin.”

Nonetheless the Morning Star’s
exposé led the Scottish Parliament
to review its procedures for wel-
coming foreign guests.

Morning Star &
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Eugene McCartan

Sadly, the journey travelled by the Greek
people since 2010 was not some Homeric
odyssey, filled with adventure, but rather
a living nightmare for millions of Greek
people.

In particular, Greek workers and their fam-
ilies, as well as small family farmers, have
paid a very heavy price at the hands of both
the Greek ruling class and their EU overseers
in the form of the EU “Program for Greece”
(similar to the “Program for Ireland”) imposed
on the Greek working class.

Both policies were for making the work-
ing class pay for the crisis of the system and
for them to shoulder the massive corporate
debt. The economic crisis provided the pre-
text for an attack on the advances gained by
workers in Europe over many decades. They
just dusted off a strategy they had sitting on a
shelf waiting the opportune moment to imple-
ment it.

All the schemes imposed by the
European Union, the EU Central Bank and
the International Monetary Fund are similar,
with the same demands, requiring a similar
outcome.

Yet they tell us the crises in all these coun-
tries are different, and are the product of gov-
ernment failures. How can this be so?

The Syriza government in Greece and
the EU have portrayed the fact that Greece
formally left the EU program at the end of
August as a success story for both the Greek
government and the EU strategy. Nothing
could be further from the truth. But don’t
let the truth get in the way of a good bit of
propaganda!

The Greek national debt now stands at
approximately €295 billion, with interest pay-
ments of €18.66 billion per year. The share of
national debt per citizen is €31,204, while the
debt accounts for 186 percent of the country’s
gross domestic product. Most of the outstand-
ing debt is owed to the European Union:

» European Financial Stability Mechanism
and European Stability Mechanism: €168
billion

» Euro-zone governments: €53 billion

* Private investors: €34 billion

* Greek government bondholders: €15 billion

* EU Central Bank: €13 billion

» IMF: €12 billion

The Greek economy is now 25 percent
smaller than it was in 2010. Greek workers
have indeed paid a heavy price.

The official unemployment figure stands
at 20 percent.

One in ten of the population of working
age has left the country.

Youth unemployment accounts for nearly
40 percent of those left in the country.

Average incomes have slumped by a third.

Successful state enterprises were bundled
up as security for the bail-outs and have either
been privatised or abolished.

Workers’ wages, terms and conditions have
been cut to pieces.

The retirement age has been raised by ten
years since 2009.

The average monthly wage has gone from
€1,462 in 2011 to €1,060 in 2018.

The wages of low-skilled workers went
from €1,080 per month to €747.

Many people, especially pensioners,
decreased or stopped their daily medicine
intake as as a result of “reforms” after 2012.

Life expectancy has gone down.

The Syriza government and the European
Union have hailed the fact that Greece has
“officially left the EU bail-out program” as a
success. One has to ask, A success for whom?
And at what price for workers and their fami-
lies and communities?

Because Greece has officially left the
EU-imposed austerity program, does it mean
that austerity is over? Far from it. Greece is
still burdened with massive socialised corpo-
rate debt. Successive governments gave prior-
ity to foreign private banks, bailing them out
on the backs of working people.

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA

\ also solidarity with
Venezvela and Gaza

5:30 pm Thursday September 20
Sydney Martin Place outside the USA Consulate
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Greek pensioners chant anti-austerity slogans during a protest in central Athens.

In late June 2018 the Greek parliament
was obliged to push through another batch
of economic changes demanded by creditors,
including further reductions in pensions and
“reforms” of the health system and taxation.

George Papandreou, head of the PASOK
government (equivalent to the Labour Party),
signed up to the first memorandum with the
“troika” of the EU, ECB, and IMF. This first
bail-out was to save the zombie European
banking system, mainly French and German
banks exposed to defaulting Greek debt.

This was the same policy that the Irish
government accepted when we bailed out the
banks and took responsibility for 42 percent
of European banking debt, to “save the euro.”

As the statistics show, the Greek work-
ing class was sacrificed at the behest of the
European Union and the Greek ruling class.
In other words, they were sacrificed to save a
bankrupt economic system.

For the bail-outs had nothing to do with
alleviating the economic condition of the mass
of the Greek people. The second bail-out was
to save the failing banking system, that is, to
directly save the Greek ruling class.

The third bail-out, the one that the left
charlatan Tsipras agreed to, was to push
through privatisation, welfare cuts, assaults
on workers’ rights and “modernisation” of
the economy that PASOK could not achieve
because of massive resistance by the Greek
working class. In stepped the wolf in sheep’s
clothing: Syriza, headed by Tsipras.

Presenting themselves as friends of the
working class, Syriza delivered what the first
two agreements could not. While the gov-
ernment was imposing savage cuts in public
spending — on schools, hospitals, and pen-
sions — they increased military spending, at the
behest of NATO and the EU.

Not alone were these policies a savage
attack on workers, but democracy and national
sovereignty were set aside. EU bureaucrats
daily bullied the Greek people, bluntly stat-
ing that, to stay in the EU and remain within

the euro zone, democracy and the democratic
expressions of the people’s will, in the form
of elections and referendums, had to be set
aside.

The ECB banker Lucas Papademos, who
became the unelected prime minister in 2011,
and the former minister of finance Yannis
Stournaras, who became governor of the Greek
central bank in 2014, were nothing more than
the local branch office of the EU Central Bank.

Working people should not understand
these events or actions merely as those of
a weak and vain leader. It was the weak and
compromising response by Greek social
democracy, similar to what has been done and
is being done by social democratic and labour
parties all over Europe.

Despite the severe battering of the last
decade, the Greek working class has continued
to fight back, thanks in no small measure to
the resistance, courage and leadership shown
by the Communist Party of Greece in its mass
mobilisation and the leadership of the All-
Workers” Militant Front (PAME).

Here in Ireland, as we approach the tenth
anniversary of the bank bail-out, it has to be
repeated again and again: the debt imposed
upon the Greek, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese
and Irish people is simply unsustainable. All
the so-called sacrifice has had little or no
effect. The rich have got richer and working
people are poorer.

“Austerity” has worked. It was always for
the transfer of wealth from working people
upwards to the rich and also outwards to fill
the coffers of foreign banks. The Irish people
were sacrificed to save the euro.

The Greek people may have formally left
the memorandum period, but they will still be
constrained by quarterly inspections from the
EU and ECB to make sure they are still toeing
the line. Their budget — like the Irish budget —
will go to Berlin and Brussels first before we
hear anything about what is in it.

Capitalism will be protected at all costs.
Socialist Voice &
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Play it again

Your front page piece “The Idiocy
of Capitalism” (Guardian August
22) has been overtaken by events,
since the NEG is no more, thanks
to the overthrow of Turnbull
and his replacement by Scott
Morrison.

Don’t feel too bad about it —
the idiocy you write about is still
very much on display and sadly
running the country. Instead of an
NEG designed to keep the pro-coal
lobby happy while convincing the
rest of the country that this excuse
for a government cares about energy
prices and emissions targets, we have
nothing, save an Energy Minister
who only wants to talk about power

prices and who has a track record
of being mindlessly pro-coal and
anti-renewables.

In a shameless display of chut-
zpah, the new Energy Minister
is complaining about prices rises
caused by his own party’s policies of
badly-supervised privatisation.

So the headline stands — and you
could run it again and again.

Floyd Kermode
Melbourne

Double standards

So it’s pretty clear now. You are
only shown humanity if you are
white, Anglo Saxon or French
(white South African or white
Zimbabwean?) and have inside
connections with powerful politi-
cians. And that is why we are per-
secuting the refugees on Nauru?
That is, because they are not.

Let’s be clear. Letting in ille-
gal au pairs ahead of desperate sick
asylum seekers is, if not a criminal
act, an immoral act. A double stand-
ard of massive proportions.

Don’t get me wrong. I’'m not

against giving exception to au pairs.
But ahead of desperate asylum seek-
ers and sick children?

But that’s “white privilege” and
the far right for you. Any crime for
Queen and country is justified. And
you wonder why Australia is going
nowhere fast. That and the absolute
stupidity of handing over two per-
cent of our GDP to support the US
war machine at a time of impending
world economic implosion.

Like lemmings we rush towards
the cliff tops, ably led by Dutton,
Abbott and co!

This is exactly what happened
in Cyprus in 1974, and Greece
since late 1990s. Over spending
and extending on military and other
countries priorities, rather than
rational spending on useful infra-
structure and people’s needs.

The far right in Oz following a
well-worn path led by Sky, Murdoch
and helping to make America great
again (at the expense of Australian
workers and taxpayers.)

Con Costa
Sydney

Sydney
CPA welcomes

Guardian

Kostas Papadakis

Hear from this member of the Central Committee

Communist Party of Greece and member of

the European Parliament

6 pm Saturday September 29

MUA building 365 Sussex Street Sydney

All welcome, entry free, refreshments available

Further information — Bob Briton 0418 894 366

by

Mark
Gruenberg

Puerto Rico

SAN JUAN - The new Puerto Rico death
toll estimate from Hurricane Maria a year
ago — 2,975, virtually equal to the number
killed in the 9/11 attacks in 2001 — comes as
support is rising on Capitol Hill for eventu-
ally making the 3-million-person common-
wealth the nation’s S1st state.

But there are a lot of conditions attached
to that effort.

Meanwhile, Puerto Rico’s advo-
cates, including Service Employees Local
32BJ, Labor Council for Latin American
Advancement (LCLAA) and the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT) and UnidosUS
are using the numbers to demand the Trump
administration really get off its ass and help
the island recover from the killer storm and
follow-up Hurricane Irma.

The new push for action came after an
independent investigation disclosed the new
numbers.

The 2,975 dead include not just people
who died in the immediate days following
the devastating hurricane, but those who died
later from inadequate medical care, storm-
related diseases, unsanitary conditions, lack
of transportation for care due to smashed
roads, or after-effects of accidents and depres-
sion. And Puerto Rico’s kids must still travel
to “damaged schools” over “unpaved roads”
a year after Maria, said AFT President Randi
Weingarten.

“This third independent study confirms

experienced almost a year ago.”

yet again what we have known all along, that
the federal government’s attempt to downplay
the severity of Hurricane Maria and lack of
urgency in helping the people of Puerto Rico
was lethal,” said Melissa Mark-Viverito, cam-
paign director for Power 4 Puerto Rico, the
coalition which includes the unions, LCLAA
and union-backed Make The Road New York.

“If the (Trump) administration fails to
learn from and act on these lessons, they will
be guilty of fatal negligence,” Mark-Viverito
told an August 30 press conference on the
island.

“The people of Puerto Rico are nearly a
year from when Hurricane Maria tore through
their homes, families, and livelihoods, and we
are only starting to get some of the answers as
to why the federal and Puerto Rican govern-
ments’ responses were shamefully inadequate
not only in preventing this tragedy but also in
assessing its scale.”

The study by physicians and investigative
staffers from George Washington University
in DC “also confirms the need for a 9/11-
style investigative commission to conduct a
full accounting of why the federal and Puerto
Rican governments were unable to save the
lives of so many of our fellow citizens,” Mark-
Viverito said.

One big reason for the high death toll is
that Maria left the island’s already crumbling
and creaky infrastructure — including its old
and patched-up electrical grid — a wreck. Much

Inadequate infrastructure and hit-and-miss repairs “currently leaves the island’s residents vulnerable to the same nightmare they

of the island stayed without power for months
after the storm, despite repair work from union
volunteers. That killed people who depended
on regular power to run their medical devices,
such as a dialysis machine

And the roads were so blocked that
patients needing to see doctors or get to clin-
ics for care couldn’t do so. Inadequate infra-
structure and hit-and-miss repairs “currently
leaves the island’s residents vulnerable to the
same nightmare they experienced almost a
year ago,” the coalition added.

That gives a push to the statehood bill
H.R.6246, which the island’s non-voting
congressional delegate, Republican Jennifer
Gonzalez-Colon, filed earlier this year. “Every
day, we are closer to culminating the claim of
the majority of Puerto Ricans who aspire to
a worthy status on an equal treatment with
their fellow citizens in the states,” she said in
a press conference in late August.

H.R.6246 would establish a congressional
working group on “Equality for American
Citizens of Puerto Rico” that will have 13
months to recommending amendments or
repeal of laws that differentiate Puerto Rico
from the mainland, temporary economic
measures to help the Puerto Rican transition
and studying the impact on Congress and the
electoral college of admitting Puerto Rico to
statehood.

The statehood bill is also a response to
the federal government’s inadequate response
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to the hurricane’s devastation, congressional
supporters said. Even the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), which recently
announced it would terminate housing aid to
Puerto Ricans, admitted its response was inad-
equate, SEIU 32BJ President Hector Figueroa
said last month.

“The agency said that it didn’t prop-
erly prepare for the storm and didn’t provide
enough supplies to Puerto Ricans,” he told the
Amsterdam News.

AFT President Weingarten, a New York
City (Brooklyn) middle school history and
civics teacher, said the new death figures rein-
force the federal government’s disastrous
response to the hurricane.

“Given the findings from the tragic report
released by George Washington University,
it is difficult not to conclude that this admin-
istration’s response to Hurricane Maria was
not just negligent, but malevolent. Hurricane
Maria was a terrible natural disaster, but its
death toll was worsened by the lack of a quick
and adequate government response,” she said.

“We will honor the memory of those who
died by demanding the federal government
rebuild Puerto Rico to standards we expect as
American citizens. And we will make sure the
politicians who aided and abetted the admin-
istration’s negligence are held accountable in
November,” she vowed.

People’s World &
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Jazz Review — Chris Serle
David Virelles = Confinuum

Thirty-five-year-old pianist David Virelles
started studying classical piano at seven
in a Cuban household where music was
everywhere — his father was a singer and
songwriter and his mother played flute in
the Santiago de Cuba Orchestra.

From a young age, he was listening to US
jazz piano masters like Thelonious Monk and
Bud Powell and his prodigious musical skill
was spotted by visiting Canadian bandleader
Jane Bunnett, who invited him to Canada.
There he played and recorded with her Spirits
of Havana band before studying in New York
with avant-garde saxophonist Henry Threadgill
and playing with some prominent jazz fig-
ures like hornmen Tomasz Stanko and Steve
Coleman.

By 2012 he was recording his album
Continuum as part of a remarkable quartet,
including veteran drummer Andrew Cyrille,
New York bassist Ben Street and Cuban per-
cussionist and folkloric poet Roman Diaz, a
drummer steeped in Cuban traditions which
include the rituals of the Africa-rooted Abakua.

In the album’s opener, One, the two per-
cussionists strike, pound and caress below
Diaz’s words, an amalgam of four languages
from Europe, Africa and the Caribbean —
Spanish, Karabali, Kongo and Yoruba-Lucumi.
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Virelles’s piano marches out on El Brujo and
the Pyramid beside Street’s plangent bass, cre-
ating melody from improvisation, while The
Executioner is strident and angular, the drums
breathing and gasping inside its chimes.
There are three guest horns on Our
Birthright — saxophonists Mark Turner and
Roman Filiu and young Californian trum-
peter Jonathan Finlayson. Virelles begins
with solo piano, Diaz’s fusion of languages is
like another instrument and the horn ensem-
ble is free and improvised, with Finlayson’s

David Virelles.

sharp-edged notes cutting through. Virelles’s
chords create an earth rhythm, delving and
deep.

Diaz’s rustling percussion on Spectral and
Cyrille’s tunnelling toms surround the piano’s
echoing notes and Unseen Mother also has a
ghostly timbre. The very brief Short Story for
Piano stresses the hidden and unknown sonic
narratives inside Virelles’s themes, while 4
Celebration Circa 1836 emphasises how much
this music combines history, tradition, national

culture and the avant garde. Virelles’s forth-
right keys strike into and beyond the past of
Diaz’s incessantly tapping blocks.

His piano on Threefold is almost as slow as
it gets, bringing to mind some of Bud Powell’s
live tracks in Stockholm in 1962 on the Budism
albums, made towards the end of his life, and
there is a similar sense of an uncanny beauty
in the serenity radiating mysteriously from vir-
tual stillness.

Virelles turns to Wurlitzer organ on

Manongo Pablo, with Cyrille’s drums relent-
less. Diaz’s coalescence of words throughout
this astonishing record is a summation of inter-
weaving syncretisms — urban north America,
the earth and sea of Haiti and the Caribbean,
the languages of displaced Africa and the
Cuba of dreams and reality. All are there and
all speak.

David Virelles Continuum —

Pi Recordings.
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Film Review by Maria Duarte

Yardie

Idris Elba shows that he is equally adept behind
the camera as he is in front of it in this, his direc-
torial debut based on Victor Headley’s cult novel.
Yardie’s focus is Jamaican gangland culture and the
film opens in 1970s Kingston, where the young and
impressionable Dennis Campbell, known as D, is
rocked when he witnesses the murder of his older
brother (Everaldo Creary) at the hands of rival
gangs.

Local don and music producer King Fox (Sheldon
Shepherd) takes him under his wing and, 10 years later,
sends D (Aml Ameen) to London to make a drugs deal on
his behalf with ruthless London gangster Rico (Stephen
Graham).

When, by chance, he encounters his brother’s killer
he embarks on a path of bloody revenge and violent
retribution.

Punctuated by an emotive and moody soundtrack,

the film captures the look and tone of Kingston and ‘80s
Hackney. And it gives a sense of Jamaican culture and
the power of criminal gangs at that time, driven by a
powerhouse performance by Ameen and a truly extraor-
dinary and unforgettable turn by Graham, whose charac-
ter adopts a faux Jamaican patois accent. Truly surreal.

Ameen’s co-star, impressive newcomer Shantol
Jackson, provides the heart and moral compass of the
drama as D’s childhood sweetheart Yvonne. D recon-
nects with Yvonne and their young daughter he hasn’t
seen since she was a baby on his arrival in London and
it is Yvonne who desperately tries to keep him on the
straight and narrow.

It’s a rich and gripping crime drama and an exciting
and promising debut feature by the man tipped to become
the next James Bond.
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Gaza’s medics

always on duty

Amjad Ayman Yaghi

Since the beginning of the Great March
of Return at the end of March, the Israeli
military has left no doubt that it will not
feel restrained in dealing with Gaza’s
demonstrations. With rules of engagement
that have left at least 125 demonstrators
dead, more than 5,000 wounded by live fire,
among them over 800 children, the message
is clear: Protest and risk death and injury.

But even those not protesting are not safe.
Israeli forces have killed two journalists and at
least 90 have been injured. Three medics have
also been killed.

Still they come: demonstrators, journalists
and, of course, medics.

According to the Gaza Ministry of Health,
there have been at least 370 instances of par-
amedics being injured during the demonstra-
tions and nearly 70 ambulances have sustained
damage.

“I believe in the saying, he who saves a
life, saves all humanity,” said 43-year-old
Muhammad al-Hissi, a paramedic with two
decades of experience.

Al-Hissi, now director of emergency med-
ical services at the Palestine Red Crescent
Society in Khan Younis, in the southern Gaza
Strip, is an ever-present figure at the demon-
strations of the Great March of Return. And his
20 years on the job also make him a veteran of
the entire second intifada and all three Israeli
wars on Gaza.

He has the scars to prove it.

A sense of duty

He was first injured, he told The Electronic
Intifada, in an Israeli airstrike 2002 that left
him needing several surgeries to remove shrap-
nel from his right hand. In 2014, during Israel’s
51-day offensive on Gaza, he was injured again
in the same hand in another airstrike, and this
time needed a metal implant that he still carries
around. And during the latest protests he was
hit in the chest by a tear gas canister leaving
him out of action for five days.

Yet he is not discouraged.

“Our humanitarian work is greater than the
Israeli occupation,” al-Hissi said. A sense of
duty, he said, carried him through the tear gas,
the blood and rubble.

“It’s hard to save people from build-
ings that have been shelled. The rubble keeps
coming down over our heads. When that hap-
pens, I try to remember the injured, and I
decide to pull myself together,” al-Hissi said.
“My job is to save people’s lives.”

In the line of fire

Al-Hissi said he has been shocked at the
number of casualties and not just among pro-
testers. He has reached out to international

Guardian

Committee of the Red Cross and the World
Health Organisation to help them pressure
Israel not to target paramedics doing their
jobs.

Among the many injured multiple times
in the line of duty during the Great March of
Return is Ibrahim Talalqga, 23. Talalga volun-
teered in a civil defence medical services team
for three years to become a certified paramedic.

He has been wounded three times in the
past three months, most recently on August 3
when he was strafed by shrapnel while attend-
ing to an injured youth. The shrapnel, he said,
came from an exploding bullet that detonated
near his ambulance as it was approaching the
injured person.

“In Gaza, paramedics leave home not
knowing if they will ever come back to their
families,” Talalqa said. He does his best to
ease his family’s concerns, he added. “My
mother worries about me, but she stands strong
before me and supports my choice. When I get
injured, I do not tell her until I am back home.”

Talalga remembers the May 14 protests as
the worst — these also claimed the most casu-
alties of any of the series of demonstrations to
date. He was not wounded on this occasion, but
it was close.

stomach to reach a youth who had been injured
near the boundary. When he finally got there,
he had to try to carry the young man, who had
a chest injury, back to an ambulance. Yet he
initially could not reach the ambulance because
of the intense shooting. Talalga ended up
having to drop to the ground and wait with the
wounded man until an ambulance could finally
pick them both up.

Perhaps worse was when he saw a col-
league shot in the leg as he was carrying an
injured 12-year-old who was then again
wounded with a shot in the back. Eventually
the medical teams nearby succeeded in extri-
cating both child and medic from the scene.
Both survived.

Battle-hardened medics

Adel al-Masharawi is another veteran para-
medic. The 41-year-old began in 2000 and says
the situation has only become worse. He has
fainted four times during the recent protests as
a result of inhaling tear gas and is convinced
that the chemical composition of the gas has
changed over the years. He worries that too
much exposure will result in future diseases.

But, like the other medics, he is determined
to carry on.

he said. “It is our duty to work and save lives
whatever their injuries and where they may
be.”

It may be a duty for these battle-hardened
medics, but those who are rescued will always
be grateful.

On August 3, Bashar al-Muzaini, 18, found
himself on the edge of the protests waving a
flag and wearing the distinctive black-and-
white Palestinian kuffiyeh. He and friends were
staying at a distance of 500 metres from the
boundary, a distance they thought would be
safe. But at one point, as a thick cloud of tear
gas descended on the group, al-Muzaini found
himself alone, nauseous and disoriented.

Eventually al-Masharawi found his way
to the confused youth, helping him get away
from the gas and providing him with medicine
to take away the nausea.

Al-Muzaini later realised that he had been
lIucky to escape only with tear gas poisoning.
The area had been the site of heavy shooting
while he was lost in the fog. But when he tried
to thank al-Masharawi he was almost rebuffed.

“When I went to thank the medic he told
me this happened every day,” al-Muzaini told
The Electronic Intifada. “1 wasn’t the first, and
I won’t be the last that he will rescue like this.”
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